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The Priest and the Child.

ac' CE every three years the people, or, to be quite
f~ate, a small proportion of them, awaken to the
it h *aa* *Mere's an educational problem afoot, and that
Sol 6i0rnes them, as citizens, to take some share in its
Of utl°’n. This year, owing to the threatened proximity
1 j Parliamentary election, the interest, so far as
Ws°i°n 's concerned, promises to be even weaker than
elga’ More’s the pity ; for, though the Parliamentary
lar 10n crea*es the greatest interest, and brings a
fo,fer number of voters to the poll, it by no means
N °ws that it is therefore the most important. For
ele J5ar* * arn inclined to regard the School Board
meC I0ns as the more important of the two. If Parlia-
<lnt lays down laws for the general government of
G}, **s« it is the schools that determine the mental
the re our legislators, and for that reason alone
rBfSe should demand the most serious attention of all
ef°rmers.

And of all the questions in connection with our

tion mie PI>blic education that can engage the atten
¢ible® earn?s': thinkers, that of the maintenance of the
af Eln>or its rejection from, the public schools takes
of Neutost position. For this is not merely a question
a (g s”ruggle- between rival Christian sects, nor even of
eriem'6St between Christianity at large and its avowed
that-leS ~ is far more a question of the initial bent
teacuS t? be given to the child’s mind, of whether the
instr 6r-1S to have a free hand in the imparting of such
WonUctlon as aHsections of the community are agreed
pOrj. as being essential, or whether he shall be for a
aod '?n his working time the passive tool of church
futjhapel, indoctrinating his charges with views that
of Wh ~uowledge can but disturb, and a large portion
nien aicll Is already rejected by numbers of educated
the anc™w°men. It is in school that the child receives
teachtamP 'ts future intellectual life; it is to the
niatj er Mat it looks with trust and confidence for infor-
Whoigll* anc™'t 's n°thing less than a crime against its
f°’rce , nature, and against the welfare of the race, to
years uP°n it beliefs which it is bound to modify as
HemiP ass' or to train it with an eye to its becoming a
a nSefer church or chapel rather than to its playing
4, ul part in the society to which it belongs.
leavjy my mind it is a mere truism to say that, by
ng edueation & the controi Of the clergy, Dissenting
opg'~blished, we are striking a deadly blow at our
wim 4df a higho> nntinnal life. sych a statement is
The maae wdhout a basis in hard and bitter experience,
is Bi,ere. fact that the movement for popular education
sho.esentially a modern one is, in itself, enough to
ChurCL cierical pretensions in the matter. Had the
to [le les ever taken the question of education seriously
chwrr™re> the people who Had covered the land witty
s might equally as well have covered it with
; Gut, far from that being the case, even the
been"O'arnmar schools and Foundation schools that had
Gassgff~d.were gradually appropriated by the upper
cl°se Of ,£aving the mass of the people, as late as the
lionai  che last century, practically destitute of educa-
ednCat®i’POrtunities. And when the lead for a general
Caile -?na! movement to be undertaken by the State
With 'ff, Ol%mated, not with any of the Churches, but
Hom £ brench Revolutionary writers, nearly all of
"N st wé with the conviction that a democracy,
Kr a le, must be educated, and that education was
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a far too important matter to be left to the vagaries of
private charity or individual initiative.

To Joseph Lancaster, a Quaker, is usually given the
credit of initiating a wide scheme of popular education
in this country at the beginning of the century—a
circumstance constantly dwelt upon by Dissenters, who
conveniently forget that he had for a firm friend Robert
Owen, who declared that religions were only different
forms of geographical insanities, and who helped
Lancaster with both money and advice, one contribu-
tion alone being a cheque for a thousand pounds.*
It is not quite clear to my mind how far Lancaster’s
action was dominated by religious propagandism and
how much by educational zeal; but itis clear that when
the National Society, representing the Church interest,
was established, it was in the interests of religion, with
education playing a bad second.

For the first seventy years of this century elementary
education was practically controlled by the National
Society and the British and Foreign School Society—
the opposing camps of church and chapel—Ilamely
patronised during the latter portion of the period by
the State. During this time it is easy to see that, while
the competition of the two bodies was the direct cause
of whatever improvement was made in the schools under
their control, this competition was inspired not by any
educational zeal, but by the desire to attract children in
order to secure them as adult members of their respective
churches or chapels. There were, of course, to be found
men whose devotion to the cause of education was of a
more single-minded character, but in the main the school
was the morsel with which the religious hook was
baited ; and, so long as the fish was landed, the clergy
paid but small attention to whether the schools were a
good introduction to the duties of citizenship or not.

Only gradually did people begin to recognise the
danger of allowing such an important matter as educa-
tion to continue at the mercy of sectarian rivalries. *
Time, however, has a knack of teaching when all other
methods have failed, and the steady insistence of palpable
facts overcame even the sluggishness of the general
public. Helped by the labors of Owen, Bentham, Mill,
and the early Westminster Review group generally ;
moved by the fact that, after fifty years of religious rule
in such important centres as Manchester and Liverpool,
fifty per cent, of the children were either not receiving
instruction at all or getting only what was a mere
parody on the name, and that elsewhere, as inspectors
reported, “ of four-fifths of the children about to leave
school either no account or an unsatisfactory one is
given by an examination of the most strictly elementary
kind,” public feeling on the matter grew until the
Government was driven to take definite action, which
resulted in the Act of 1870.

From one aspect, the passing of that Act registered
the inadequacy of the schools under religious control.
From another point of view, it was a great triumph for
the cause of Secularism. The Act asserted, as it was
bound to assert, the primary importance of secular
instruction ; and, had the wishes of many of its pro-
moters been carried into effect, the public schools would
have been wholly secular from beginning to end. But
the churches were strong, and Mr. Gladstone was in

power. Instead of the Government of the day carrying

* Owen also offered, a little later, the same sum to the Church
schools if they were opened to children of all denominations, but
only half that sum if they were excluded. The proposal was
debated for two days, and finally the smaller sum was accepted

and Dissenters shut out.
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into effect the principle of religious equality, and sever-
ing the State and the State schools from all connection
with religion or religious teaching bodies, the very men
who had assisted at the disestablishment of the Irish
Church gave the English Churches what practically was
a new form of endowment, and presented them with a
new platform from which to teach their dogmas. A
compromise was effected ; a good one for church and
chapel, a poor one so far as the general public were
concerned. Instead of the religious schools being left
to their own devices, arrangements were made by which
a sum of money, amounting at present to about four
millions annually, was taken from the general public
and handed over to what are avowedly sectarian institu-
tions, and which are kept open solely in the interests of
a sectarian religion. It was a new form of endowment
thinly disguised— an endowment In its most objection-
able form.

But it is the famous fourteenth section of the Act,
which regulates religious instruction in the Board
schools themselves, and which provides that “ No
religious formulary or religious catechism which is
distinctive of any particular denomination shall be
taught in the school,” that has proved the source
of endless contention, and which will continue to cause
trouble until it is swept on one side. There has been
continuous quarrelling, because the clause was funda-
mentally illogical. This was pointed out during the
course of the debate by Sir W. Harcourt, Sir Stafford
Northcote, Mr. Disraeli, and many others, and the force
and truthfulness of the criticism was fully admitted by
both Mr. Forster and Mr. Gladstone. But the sects
had to be appeased, the clause became law, and the
interests of education were once more sacrificed to the
interests of church and chapel. Not only was the clause
ridiculous as it stood, but in the nature of the case it
could satisfy no one for any length of time. It could
only exist so long as no one religious body was strong
enough to set it on one side in its own interests. It has
always been the weakest religious body that has pro-
fessed the greatest fondness for it, and their attachment
has weakened as they found their power growing.

W hat, after all, does the compromise amount to ? In
aword, it is a compromise between a number of religious
bodies, with designs on the public purse, and the public
conscience, each one anxious to rule the roost in the
interests of their own church or chapel, but agreeing to
share the plunder because no single one is strong enough
to commit the depredation single-handed. Not one of
the religious bodies has any objection to definite
religious instruction, only they each object to it being
anybody’s religion but their own. But none of them
were strong enough, nor are they strong enough now,
to get their own form of faith selected and all others
excluded. Had they each fought for their own hand,
it would have meant secular education right off, and
that, as Cardinal Manning said, “ dooms religion to
gradual extinction.” Under those circumstances, half a
loaf was better than none at all, and as long as the Bible
was in the schools it was a great point gained ; each
trusted, like so many theological Micawbers, for some-
thing favorable to turn up.

Such a compromise was bound to be a prolific
cause of trouble. It completely satisfied none ; it
was deliberately unjust to many. It was a compromise
between Christian bodies, and ignored all other classes
of the community. It compelled Atheists, Jews, and all
orders of non-Christians to pay towards the teaching of
a religion in which none of them believed. It taught
the religion of a few with money raised from the taxa-
tion of all. And, in perpetrating this act of social
injustice, the Dissenter is more blameworthy than the
Churchman. The Churchman believes it is the duty of
the State to teach religion, and is only logical in wish-
ing to keep it in State schools. The Dissenter denies
the right of the State to teach religion to adults, but
insists on it being taught to children. What is the
difference between the two cases ? Dissenters submit
that it is unjust to compel them to pay towards the
support of a Church they do not believe in. | agree
with them in their contention ; but is it less unjust to
compel non-Christians to pay for the teaching ofa religion
in which they do not believe? W:ill not every argument
that holds good against the payment of church rates
by Dissenters hold equally good against the payment of
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school rates by Freethinkers, a portion of which 1
used in teaching a creed they do not believe in? , .
are two answers to such an objection. The firstis,
number of Freethinkers is small. I am not sure
that, and do not know how anyone else can be s
of that either. But suppose it were so ; because only ™
few suffer under an injustice it is none the less
injustice. The question of numbers has no P*ace
the discussion. The whole question is a simple 0°
it is whether it is right to tax people indiscriminately”
support a set of speculative doctrines, which may
right or which may be wrong, but which many of tno
who are taxed believe to be both false and injuriou
To that question there can be but one sound answer.

C. Conek

( To be continued.)

Secular Organisation.

A special meeting of the National Secular Sociey
Executive met on Thursday evening, September ij>
consider a certain scheme of which | gave notice at
previous ordinary meeting on the last Thursday
August. This scheme had been carefully thought ’
and | had no doubt that it would be, at least s.»
stantially, approved by the Executive. A long "iscusS
took place, and some slight amendments were mc® P
rated. The scheme as finally agreed upon is as f°110
in the form of a many-claused resolution :—

That, in view of the Freethought Twentieth Century Fund
now being raised, it is resolved by this Executive O
National Secular Society, subject to the concurrence O
Board of Directors of the Secular Society, Limited

(1) That the limited propagandist force of the oe
movement has been, and still is, very largely waste
sporadic action, each lecturer making his own engagel [Jef
and visiting places at haphazard, without respect to W1 Of
his work has been preceded or will be followed by 1
others. ovef
(@ That continuity of effort in definite places, 0 ~gle
definite areas, would be both far less expensive and iaf

<f

fruitful. .{Sit
(3) That v here such continuity of effort already eX '
should as far as possible be consistently promoted. ,)oud

(4) That the power now expended on desultory work
be concentrated in the interest of effectiveness. ¢on,

(5) That a firstattempt at concentration be madem E  .|.er
where nearly six millions of people are assembled tog
on a comparatively accessible and workable area.

(6) That the President be requested and authorl ’\|[(I
organise this attempt for a trial period of six montn , a0d
such assistance as he may require from the Secretary”
with the co-operation of a special sub-comnuttee sjiall
Executive, consisting of four members, two of w‘l0cOcety>
be members of the Board of Directors of the Secular
Limited. ~a](be

(7) That all expenditure under this head shall, as u SJjaH>
transacted by the Secretary and the Treasurer wn
also as usual, keep and file accounts of the same._ jfiis

(8) That, in order to furnish the necessary services n te
attempt in London, Messrs. C. Watts and C. ~°ct;vely’
engaged at a weekly salary of £3 and £2 10s. resR® they
in consideration for which it shall be understood t gju
hold themselves in readiness to lecture or attend ‘1126t;0ns O
London, on Sundays or week-days, under the dire
the President and the sub-committee. , nerheP?

(9) That Messrs. A. B. Moss, W. Heaford, an skl
other lecturers, as may be found necessary or “esiraord'ingto
be engaged from time to time, and remunerated acc
Ci rguMstances. . sa)e and

(10) That a special feature should be made of lie t;0gs.
free distribution of Freethought literature at all me

(11) That if this attempt in London succeeds, tjweg Wta
reasonable promise of success, the N.S.S. ~xecu geQla
the concurrence of the Board of Directors of t1Kteodi°S
Society, Limited, will endeavor to take steps foj" Countr-'j
operations on the same lines in other parts of thy\rales an
working one district after another—such as South uohe,’
the West of England, the Midlands, the Eastern gcCtlanO!
Yoikshire, Lancashire, the Tyneside, Soiith-Wes e, all
and East Scotland, including Edinburgh, D
Ab(‘i'%?e%'r‘fat in the meanwhile the lecturers .ellﬁor’)‘e% \wbc(e
this scheme may be permitted to visit provincial pia.
continuity of work exists, and that the”payment adjust
by the Branches for the lecturers’ services shall
as favorably as possible to such Branches. of t®

A special meeting of the Board of ~rec/yatly,
Secular Society, Limited, was held subseq nN B,

concurrence in the scheme as adopted by 1



SePtymber 23, igoo.
'Xecutive was resolved upon unanimously. Both bodies

e therefore in absolute agreement
aK ~me kere say, in passing, that this scheme will not
than about one-third of the amount already
p Scr*bed or promised towards the Twentieth Century
tHh-’ anc” ProPorf'on will be considerably less by

~hme this Fund is definitely closed.
gre°J a.lon&r time | have seen that, unless we could
‘«y increase oor financial reguurce¥, and 8t the
s 5/1trie multiply our available platform advocates,
rotle ateasure of concentration would be absolutely
\ResSary> Lecturers who go about the country, east,
of i’ aor*k' and south, at haphazard, pay over most
. oeir receipts to railway companies .and hotel pro-
‘Jet°’rs. What they have left for themselves is a
J™able pittance. Moreover, their work is largely
\¥e'ss—because it protesds upbfl ) Sand of piladil
as- is the real use of lecturing in some little town for
|,dJm e evening, when no Freethought lecture has been
hp, , there before for twelve months, and none will be
bRiAtAeFe asfain for another twelve months? No
enji @& could ever be conducted in this way without
anvf.i’ In speedy bankruptcy. It must be obvious to
ti)u"e who will take the trouble to think that con-
\V/ yirffeffort.is a_primary candition_aof success.
tration 1 ° Ur sPeclal circumstances, this means concen-
aywh ' ancl it is easier to concentrate in London than
pepleere else. In the first place, the six millions of

1n the metropolis live closely together; in ths
hotel place, the principal lecturers live there, and
ers NS " therefore disappear, and travelling

Of ¢ Ses be reduced to an inconsiderable minimum.
tisinn U'se there will be the expense of halls and adver-
exD,’,Put the collections will break the back of such

w! Ature-

Provirre continuity of effort already exists in the
~esi the Branches will not suffer in the least,
1'cn during- this trial period of six months. The

L',,\/arerswill still visit places like Glasgow, i~ ,W he
V P °°1 and Birmingham, as before. >5 on
inter crf Work that win be cut off for that period in the
3 estof this experiment in concentration.
persons, and perhaps many, will notice that
4o 'neiuded in the-scheme.  For this there are two
C.fglrs-., "irst, | do not think it is advisable, at any
G in e present, that the N. S. S. President should
it iva)t enipl°yment of the Executive Second, | do
iyfQ J-he Twentieth Century Fund to be used in any
errnOl™ Personal advantage, or even for what might
.ne°usly construed as such. Nevertheless, |
Rive this scheme my most earnest and zealous
*shall lecture for it, though not at its expense,
week-night lectures are arranged |
share, and more than my share, and
pcturgs”ra‘uitously.  In the case of Sunday evening
bA"End” 1 hope to see a hall opened in the
j * op London— 1 shall have to make a charge
earnings

nerg
d 1 del™01"'568
1° So "Ver

~the a calculation of my average
lenaeum Hall. But | can only spare a

V'™ a 3y evenings. | cannot be expected to do

"vanthany g P ;
give the other platforms the occasional

of the President’s appearance upon them.

S tor_rest>1 have simply to say that as this scheme is
;ufer fPeak) a child of mine, I am not likely to let it
txraa want of nursing. Perhaps | shall have
e>*hilsy akout ‘t in next week’s Freethinker.

.V ®Il ask the Freethought party to take it as an
PPort * ‘'vkat will be done if they give adequate
0 the Twentieth Century Fund.

G. W. Foote!

h( Source of Moral Obligation.

Of
0,
A)*Otion the questions which constantly occupy the

Qyij ethical writers “What is the source of
lo P t§9RtION 2 iwfeir ages if experience, it i biok
tre, COn»-jaCe what actions are moral ; but the point

heet ¥s3q6r&d *s> Why are they so, and what are
L- to ke employed to promote good con-
nJVIs thOGhtistiaii’s answer is plain, notwithstanding
V N itv t?u”k”y fallacious. According to orthodox
source is supernatural, its sanction

“eying God’s will, and its principalincentive is

THE FREETHINKER.

595

the hope of reward in some future state of existence. Now,
Secularists cannot accept these conclusions, inasmuch as
they are all based upon individual speculation, and they
lack the support of reason and experience, without which
no moral code is adequate to meet human requirements.

The Secularist’s answer is not only definite, but it is
upheld by reason and justified by experience. From a
Secular standpoint, human nature is the source of moral
obligation ; hence we urge that the more our nature is
cultivated the better and stronger will be the moral
source. Secularism teaches that the welfare of society,
both individually and collectively, should be the -true
motive for moral conduct; while the incentive is to be
found in the endeavor to promote the happiness and
prosperity of the human race in this life, irrespective of
any consideration of an existence hereafter. We, as
Secularists, recognise that our obligation to live moral
lives is derived from the fact that, as we are here and
are recipients of certain advantages from society, we
deem it a duty to repay, by life service, the benefits
thus received. It has been well said by Emerson that
“ the mind of this age has fallen away from theology to
morals.” This is an obvious truth, for the intellect of
the age is more than ever finding its justification for
being moral in the results of action, rather than in the
commands of creeds and dogmas. Still, it must be
admitted that although, like trees, we grow and expand
from within, there seems, as it were, an iron band
around us, that prevents our free expansion and our
full growth. The quality of our acts may be good to a
certain degree, but it is not of the necessary strength.
The quality has been impoverished through neglect and
theological adulteration ; and what is now required is
persistent and intelligent conduct, that shall purify life,
and rid it of the legacy of ignorance, folly, and super-
stition of the dark past. Our hope is in purification ;
we want earnestness and candor to take the place of the
apathy and hypocrisy which have so long held sway.
Then practical morality will illuminate the hearts of
men, and virtue will shed its lustre upon the emancipated
humanity of the world.

While we have ample reason for gratification at the
progress of Secular ideas as to morality, we are not
oblivious of the fact that the method of advocacy
adopted by recent ethical writers has tended largely to
confuse the issues pertaining to the moral question.
These gentlemen have not entirely outgrown the incon-
sistency born of theological influence. For instance,
they profess to be opposed to Christianity, and yet they
favor and sanction some of its most palpable absurdities.
They also avow that their teachings are distinct from
Secularism, while the constitution of their “ distinct”
Association is based upon one of the fundamental
principles of the Secular Society. We gave some
instances of this last week in our article on “ Ethical
Confusion.” We find a similar perturbation of mind
manifested in an article by Mr. George A. Smith, which
appeared in the Ethical World of August 11. The writer
says —
“The constitution of the Union of Ethical Societies

affirms one of its objects to be, ‘ By purely human and
natural means to assist individual and social efforts after
right living.” The words descriptive of the means to be
employed, though expressing an undeniable truth, seem
to be really superfluous ; for, whether or not there be a
divine, and whether or not there be a supernatural, it is
manifestly beyond the power of any society or union of
societies of human beings to employ divine or super-
natural means for the furthering of any object at all.
To assert that our means for helping to righteousness
are to be only human and natural is to allow that other
people may perhaps employ means that are not human
and natural—which appears to me to be an absurdity,
and, moreover, an aggressive and dogmatic absurdity.
It is an assertion that quite needlessly and gratuitously
offends well-meaning workers, who perchance think that
they have some power of evoking, if not of themselves
employing, some means that are other than human and
natural. Let them think so ; what does it matter?”
Apart from the ambiguity of much of the above, it is a
curious mixture of truth and error. Certain it is that
the object given from the Ethical Union is not “ distinct ”
from Secularism, for the same idea was propounded
many years ago by Mr. George Jacob Holyoake, and is
still inculcated by the National Secular Society. But
Mr. Smith thinks that the use of the words “ human”
and “ natural” is “ superfluous,” because, even if the
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“ superfluous ” exist, it can be of no service in ethical
culture. He forgets that the means of promoting the
well-being of society have always been considered either
as natural or supernatural, or as a mixture of both.
Therefore, from an ethical standpoint, it is desirable to
make it clear that moralists rely for assistance in their
work upon purely “ human and natural means.” A dis-
tinction is made between “ evoking” and “ employing,”
but for what purpose it is not at all evident; for to evoke
supernatural aid implies a belief in it. Although the
prayers of human beings are “ human efforts,” their
object is to obtain “ divine ” aid. Mr. Smith admits
that the “ object” of his Society expresses “ an un-
deniable truth,” and he does not agree with the
assertion that the means should be considered only
human and natural. Of those who think that aid comes
through a supernatural source he says : “ Let them
think so ; what does it matter ?” We answer it matters
very much if it is “an undeniable truth” that the
opposite view is correct. When the Royal Society was
established, it was said to be for the discovery and
diffusion of natural knowledge, it being the custom at
that time to ascribe almost everything that happened
to supernatural causes. We allege it to be of the
highest importance that men should understand that
the means for their improvement are real and natural,
not imaginary and supernatural, which Mr. Smith him-
self admits can never further “ any object at all.”

Mr. Smith thinks that a “ case might easily be made
out for prayer—not that cringing and grovelling form
of prayer that appeals directly to an assumed power or
mind different from and higher than man, but a prayer
that expresses in poetic and rhapsodic language the
highest and noblest aspirations of man.” Of course, if
society could be reformed by prayer, the object sought
for would not be gained by “ purely natural means.”
Intelligent persons, however, do not supplicate the
invariable order of nature, but adapt themselves
thereto, and comply with the natural conditions by
which they are surrounded as best they can. Whether
it be by prayer or not that society is reformed never
enters the minds of those who understand those con-
ditions of existence which really determine human
operations, whether for good or evil. 'So long as
people believed in supernatural interference in the
affairs of every-day life, health, education, and social
comfort were neglected, the study of these not being
thought necessary to moral living. Besides, it is not
reasonable to expect people to adopt purely human and
natural methods if they believe that the world is governed
by a supernatural being who is supreme over all.
Neither can such believers be consistent workers in a
society whose teachings allege that the conditions of
existence can be modified and improved by purely human
effort. Mr. Smith directs the attention of ethical
societies to the methods adopted by the Churches, but
his description of prayer would fail to find a sympathetic
response in any church with which we are acquainted.
This coquetting with the believers in Christianity, or
“ running with the hare and hunting with the hounds,”
is not ethical consistency; and, moreover, it deprives
humanity of that moral courage which adds nobility to
character.

That Mr. Smith, like many of his ethical co-workers,
is guilty of this inconsistency is placed beyond all doubt
by his following reference to Christ :(—

“But, even more than in prayer and in ritual, the
Church has found its main strength for uplifting the
people in the preaching of Christ. It appears to me to
be mere folly for the Ethical Societies to neglect that great
life, which has been the most potent influence for good in
the history of the world...... | do protest that Christians
have no right to a monopoly of Christ, and that a body
of men and women banded together for the furtherance
of the ethical life cannot afford to ignore that life which,
more than all others, sets before the world an ethical
ideal...... | do urge that, whatever the dangers and diffi-
culties the preaching of Christ by non-Christian people
entails, that great lever for uplifting the race should be
utilised to the fullest extent.”

Here we have rhapsody with a vengeance. To use Mr.
Smith’s own words : “ All this talking about ethics is
mere waste of brain power and an idle squandering of
life.!” The fact is, there is no conduct attributed to
Christ that has the slightest useful bearing upon the
requirements of English industrial enterprise. How
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<o social affairs stand to-day after this supposed
with its much-talked-of potent influence, has
operating for two thousand years ? Mr. Smith ad
in his article that society is at the present time a P
to vices of all kinds. He asks :(— n
“ Are not the moral perils of vice, intemperance.®"™
gambling, the social perils arising from overcrox
sweating, lack of education, and a thousand othetc
a menace to civilisation of so grave a natureas to
it urgent upon all who have eyes to see and hearts n
to unite in one common crusade against the oot
danger ?” !
W e answer decidedly in the affirmative, and here' e
see the failure of Christ as a “ lever for uplift,ab
race.” Whatever ethical teachers may preach, We' s
not attempt either to follow his example or to ab ;
precepts. ,
We respectfully suggest that Mr. Smith should
the estimate of Christ’s character as given in our
in reply to Dr. Coit, which appeared in last ™ flr
Freethinker. In the meantime, we submit that,
opinion, the picture drawn of the life of Christ
his preaching being “ a moral lever to raise the
is entirely arbitrary, based upon imagination, a
founded upon fact. Charles Wa

fice

Journalists and Jesus.

. . H B
The Holy Ghost and the Angel Gabriel II'cc[ains
regarded as journalists. They have sufficient
to be elevated even to the high dignity of te ffle
Vice-Presidents of the Institute of Journalist™ ~jr
misfortune is that there is no certainty as a9
existence, except in the imagination of the P'Qitho™(
their addresses are vague. They are not even

to the police. , We a>
The four Evangelists, to whom it is suppose

Uldebted for thie Syoeptic Gospels) oiigh also D

journalists, except that they have dealt so badly" any

task. If alive now, they would not be entruste

respectablejournal with the smallresponsibihtyO ™ reet

a paragraph about a vehicular accident in the nex

They would be certain to mix it all up. , fo( hs
Jesus muse have miscalculated the perm b3

appearance on earth. Why didn’t he wait pVv8

could be interviewed and Kodaked ? It wO%n ha'e

been better for him and for us. We should t

known what sort of a person he really was. j

might have tempted him to speak into a plgsr:z]c(:(i\y

and then we should have had his accents Perait sn

with us. We could also have seen his por
Penny Illustrated. b8
It really does seem funny that Dr pArkefd >

reported verbatim to the extent of three ov 0er(S
whilst his Master is known to us only by som 9]
and fragmentary records. As a matter of ¢

would prefer to kmow a hittle more aboutdL o ™
little less about Dr. Parker; but the Almighty» aPP Y

has ordered it otherwise
The members of the Chartered Institute n
ists have recently met in London. A lit* ®0ngtesS 3
some of them will be drifting to the Church  £3lisiof js
Newcastle-on-Tyne. That will be intheway 0 Q)S

Why on earth they want any preparatory sjjnOWV 1<
impossible to imagine. Journalists, as we (to W
are not given to sermons unless they are t

them and can make “ copy ” out of them. pdP

. ©
~When the present writer was a mqmbeﬁgalwyl; 5
tive of the great Institute of Journalists, n e

tested against any sermonising being 'ntrc-r Alf»¢tb8
program. But he was overruled by ** of s
Borthwick, now Lord Glenesk, the PrOPr'slTiea
Morning Post. It was thought that Pr/vjethef o

have pious discourses delivered to them, sS{biUN ip
liked them or not. Some saw the P jjed t®fd
“linage” in the pulpit utterances, and a the the
selves of the opportunity. Others watc 1l jjete®\y

of the preacher, and noted how often he ~ me°

rate of two hundred words a minute, ™ sleep- ¢V

made phraseograms when they didn’'t go ai fa
At the recent Conference there was the ~ gt, 1

nonsense in the way of special sermons je<

the Brompton Oratory, and the City *e
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‘ventt tS wen* to each. Or so-called “journalists”
who “'ther, for the Institute now takes in anybody
himc'it Pa7 a subscription and who has distinguished
f) C pOr berself by writing a little humble “ par.”
pror' *arker— they called him Johti Parker on their
JojgfHF but they now know that his real name is
CedP\ barker— preached a special sermon. He pre-
gn a prayer, which is a choice sample of bad
cluk™. a°d rambling ideas. The Amen” which con-
.. is the best part about it.
dﬂebsays something about “ creeping into Thy house,”
afe 7eac”sent from heaven, and blades of grass, and
"OhS ‘n ~.e wilderness, and deliverance by the Cross.
y ' he miracle, the thrilling wonder of it all 17
The S.In"ee”™> miracle and thrilling wonder of it all!
onrd"lIracle is that such palpable nonsense could impose
have, 10na”creatures at all. The wonder is that they
a st n¥resented such transparent humbug by throwing
Serm°® tte Pra7‘n8i idiot’'s head. Later on in his
pray Q1 ae talks of the “ mocking spirit that laughs at
- ~rand takes no interest in music. But why should
i-Person \who laughs at prayer necessarily take no
&St In music ? This kind of linking two absolutely
l{Parate ideas may suit Dr, Parker’s rhetoric, such as
' but it is obvious nonsense to any intelligent
F?sa(?e. Il—Jlere is an extract from this special sermdh of
S~ Journalists :
infi }M*£'on >s not the only thing in which some men are
eccl ¢ °r unbelievers. You think that ‘infidel’ is an
No ~ lastlcal term, a chapel word, a church vocable,
infrf  Penetrates the whole substance of life. Men are
iuel at many points ; and infidelity never made any
pi n strong or grand, a fountain of consolation or a
erur, es °T help; it robs man, utterly depletes and
thefS man- Some men have said in written books,
ga, ore *am not quoting from memory, that when they
a ve WP their recognition of God they gave up pictures
v a music and the parabolic and symbolic aspects of the
wh nature they professed or endeavored to worship.

W 16n £oes>be takes a lot with him.”
b n°nsense! Why should a man, when he gives
tukids *recognition of God,” give up pictures and

fo0] C/00? The man who suggests this is obviously a

Paﬁ" Rock, which is usually very tender with Dr.
reflec f* /inc’s *tself compelled to make various serious
by Q lons on this sermon. After referring to the sermon
editO .n°n Scott Holland at St. Paul’s, it says in an
beat ria * “ It was left to Dr. Parker to depart from the
ccRter: traek of thought, and we must sorrowfully
-s that, in doing so, he stumbled, to the possible
but to the genuine distress of

1

ta, cation of some,
‘'verld triOre-  To aim at originality is commendable in a
resu, ,°f common places, but even if the mark be hit the

that tkS not always happy.” The Rock further observes

prea ,lls was not the first occasion on which the same

given the enemy occasion to blaspheme,

fairly if’ 11e R°ck admits, startling ; but, it asks, was he
T>r ptles,:>and, if honest, was he wise ?

j°Ur ‘.. arker had something to say about *“ideal

He Sa ISm¥* °f which he evidently does not approve.

to”“ 1d0,n°| want the ideal newspaper. | have no time
read it, and no desire to read it, and on the whole |
w__ well do without it. 1| want to know the facts.  If

HEFe DF4E armurderyesterdi tell me about i™ and if &
°,rwoman was divorced last week, what is the story ?

tok k 'nthe sunlight and let the sun burn it. | want

ocr,,n°w Ibe facts, the events, or things which did really
y\EIH ¢ to study ‘them from the religious as

AR soma standpomt they are to me lessons in
Th- -an naturc-”

W ? ,svery sensible ; though it might be put more
80ver'y,,and effectively. The eatracts we have given
a(ldrestlle most important portions of Dr. Parker’s
Ms hof 11O tlle j°urnalsts- 11 's a i)_ity tliat he spoiled
'vMch - 7 by returning to town to deliver this discourse,
ihaa Is from satisfying. Though a silly old gentle-
IR there are some good points about Dr.
He is always in earnest, and now and then
ha, IS Hofiuent. But he is dreadfully egotistical. He
a a sublime indifference to fact and logic ; he has a
HOStI)pH not a command, of words ; his rhetoric is
inflg ]."fsterical, and his ebullitions in regard to

‘ty ” are childish and ridiculous in the extreme.

Francis Neale.
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Clerical Cackle.

“'Tis oft religion does the foulest treason.—Lucretius."

According to the Daily News of September 10, the
Right Reverend Lord Bishop of Ripon has been
unburdening himself of his lordly views on science.
This wealthy disciple of the poor Galilean Carpenter
quotes with approval Fiske’'s remark that it is utterly
misleading to talk of any conflict between science and
religion. After this, we are not surprised to hear that
this spiritual peer of England imagines that religion is
now scientific, and science religious. Such reconcilia-
tion as his lordship hints at is clearly impossible. The
impregnable position of science may be stated in a few
words. Science claims, and will wrest from religion,
the entire domain of cosmological theory.

Science and religion have ever been mortal enemies.
Scientific teaching, scientific investigation, or, indeed,
any form of intellectual liberty, has always been incom-
patible with assent to the dogmas of religion. The
entire organisation of priestcraft has invariably been
brought to bear against science on the ground that
it is a powerful solvent of religious faith. Ignorant
theologians, innocent of scientific training, have always
sought to weed out the faculty of thinking in the rank
and file of the faithful. Like Ulysses’s seamen, their
ears are to be filled with wax and deafened to the song
of the Sirens. There is hardly a field of study which
does not contain pales beyond which the true believer
must not stray. Think of the obligation imposed upon
Christians of taking not only their religion, but their
science, politics, and sociology, from a band of priests,
over-zealous and under-educated, whose only excuse for
folly is their ignorance. Astronomy was opposed by the
Church. The Christian fathers rejected, among other
things, the notion of the plurality of worlds. Not on
physical grounds, of which, in truth, they knew nothing,
but on account of its supposed inconsistency with an
imaginary scheme of revelation. As, however, they
also denied the existence of the Antipodes upon a
similar principle, their saintly decision is not likely to be
pleaded as final.

The resistance of the Church of Christ to the prevalent
opinion of scientists has no indisputable claim to our
respect. When we remember that the system of
Copernicus, the discoveries of Galileo, the law of
gravitation of Newton, and the Darwinian theory were
all in turn received in the same venerable quarter with
equal disfavor, we are inclined to attribute that resis-
tance, not to any clear perception of the comparative
weakness of the arguments of the scientists, but to a
general dislike of knowledge. The priests always
feared that a closer scrutiny might discover the absurdity
of the doctrines of their so-called revelation. Chemistry
was opposed as an impious prying into the secrets of
God. The early chemists were charitably regarded as
agents of the Devil. Physiology and medicine were
furiously opposed on similar grounds. Geology and
biology were also opposed tooth and nail by the beloved
Bride of Christ. She bitterly resented inquiry. She
preferred explaining natural phenomena by mythological
invention. But, as the fairy tales of religion lost their
bold upon the imaginations of men, scepticism took the
place of blind belief. As in the great age when the
whole world was first opened up to the enterprise of
voyagers, and an impulse over all the coasts of the
civilised world drove men abroad in the hope of dis-
covery and adventure, the motive was the high curiosity
of scepticism. Men were seized with a longing to
satisfy the emotion of wonder, by which the unknown
and the undiscovered attract daring men within their
sphere. So, in the early ages, men were to be found—

“ Yearning: with a desire

To follow knowled% like a sinking star,

Beyond the utmost bounds of human thought
Knowledge was sought for its own sake, with little
expectation or desire of turning it to personal advan-
tage. The fearful struggle to establish intellectual
liberty extends over the centuries. In that longiwar
the Church of Christ hesitated at nothing in order to
crush freedom. If she had been able, she would have
strangled science in its cradle. It is too true That the
world “ grew grey at the breath ” of Christianity. The
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sun of Christianity was not fully risen till it had seen
the paling of the star of Liberty. The scientific intellect
was compelled, like an exhausted soil, to lie fallow for
two millenniums before it could regain the elements
necessary to its fertility and strength. What a record of
unutterable guilt this monstrous and blood-stained Chris-
tian superstition has to answer for. Let the murder of
the hapless Hypatia, the fiery martyrdom of Giordano
Bruno, the prison cell of Galileo, bear witness. Even
now, in the face of the “ Galilean Serpent,” scotched,
but not slain, there are some weaklings who would
surrender in the face of the foe. Can it be that Vanini,
Campanella, Spinoza, suffered without results? Can it
be that any have so far forgotten the history of our
glorious past as to trust to priests for the future ?
Rather it should be that we attack with renewed vigor
this hoary superstition, to fulfil the world-old desire,
that man shall be free and priests shall no longer be
permitted to set despairing limits to our knowledge and

to blast our hopes. Mimnermus.

Secular Education in the People’s Schools.

T iie Conference on Secular Education in Board Schools, con-
vened by the National Secular Society, and held in the hall
of the Working Men’s Club and Institute Union, will probably
do little to influence the coming School Board election. Its
conveners hardly professed to believe that it would or could.
But itwas, nevertheless, moresignificant than the London press
appears to have understood. The delegates—from branches
of the National Secular Society itself, S. D. F. Branches,
Radical Clubs, and Ethical Societies—evidently represented a
widespread dissatisfaction with the “ compromise” of 1871—
a dissatisfaction which the official leaders of the Progressive
party have not hitherto taken sufficiently into account. There
is no doubt that, but for the fear of the Riley faction, and the
party pressure to which it lent excuse, the question of secular
education would before this have been made an issue in
School Board contests. It is plain that many of the London
Radicals are determined that a straight fight on that issue
shall not much longer be deferred to any consideration what-
ever.

There were some curious cross currents in the Conference.
The Social Democratic delegates saw and used an opportunity
for pushingthe candidatures ofthe fourcandidates ofthe S. D. F .,
who are already in the field, all of them being frankly pledged
to secular schooling. The delegates of the Ethical Societies
(some of whom were rather afraid of Socialism) endeavored
to obtain the approval of the Conference for a scheme of
“moral instruction” to which they referred in somewhat
vague terms ; but the Conference would have none of it, and
insisted upon confining itself to its one simple and declared
object. In the end the Conference, including many of the
non-Socialist delegates, felt bound to pledge its support, by a
large majority, to the four S. D. F. candidates. So far as the
information obtainable on the spot went, these are the only
candidates who have as yet issued addresses which definitely
pledge them on the subject. But it is characteristic of the
apathy which distinguishes this election that information as
to candidates and their professions was but scantily forth-
coming.

Mr. G. W. Foote, President of the N. S. S., who occupied
the chair, was careful to explain that by “ secular ” he did not
mean “ secularist.” One delegate gave point to this by con-
fessing himself a Churchman, whose public advocacy of
secular education and opposition to the compromise dated
back more than fifteen years. It is as well to recognise
that among those who object to be rated and taxed for the
maintenance of School Board religion are many Catholic
Churchmen who do not in the least approve of the line taken
by Messrs. Diggle and Athelstan Riley in the heated con-
troversies of recent years. They simply object to having to
pay for the teaching in public elementary schools of a form
of religion which they regard as the least common measure
of Protestant Nonconformity established and endowed out of
the rates. “ The Bible, and the Bible only, is the religion of
Protestants  but it is, at least, a defective religion from the
point of view of those who believe in a historic Church as the
interpreter and custodian of Holy Writ. The Secularist, of
course, objects to the teaching, in public schools and at the
public expense, of any religion at all.

As we have already said, the promoters of the Conference
do not look for great results at the November election, and
the most important work undertaken on Tuesday night was
the organisation of a permanent committee, which will devote
its energies during the next three years to the education of
the ratepayers on the subject. If the committee is made a
realty representative one, we may expect to see the well-worn
“ religious question ” of the people’s schools take on a new
development. Such a development has, however, long been
seen bjfaclose observers to be inevitable.)

— London Echo.
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Acid Drops.

“A Minister” writes to the British Weekly in referenc
the recent letter published in that paper with the hea. ’
“ Atheistic Lectures.” He recommends as the bestl rQis
for Secular Demonstrations ” the systematic and y'flo™ [0
preaching of the Gospel in public places. His advice ' jier
“leave disgutations for other occasions.” What S
occasions”? He cannot mean in church or chapel. If tjs
he really means—Ileave disputation alone altogether. * r(f
quite the feeling of many Christian advocates who hav »
emerged in any great triumph from controversies jn" nf
they have engaged with unbelievers. No wonder they
fight shy of discussion.

The sole representative of the Church of Enfavijjr,
Pretoria was the Rev. J. Godfrey. After the escape O . 8
Winston Churchill this gentleman withdrew from rewydi.
services to the officers, and wrote a letter which
sidered both improper and insulting. Parson Godfrey v
the safety of his position more than the immortal souls
British prisoners. But that is, after all, by no means
prising. Historically, it is characteristic of the clerica i
fession.

The disaster at Galveston has resulted, apparently™>”™
loss of more than 8,000 lives. What a beautiful .. -j
God” ! According to the Scriptures, “ He doeth all
well.” But somehow we don'’t see it.

————— b

Moody is dead, but Sankey lives. Some people say J\g/]er,
a Semite, and he certainly has that appearance. “Yo'jQuixt
he sings the praises of the Christian Savior, and norelfiely
does very well at the business, for he is still exv at

popular. There was a terrible crush the other even »ol,
Exeter Hall, on the occasion of his reception. in
sands of people were invited, and only 3,000 could jle

The result was the blocking of the Strand, the worry
police, and a prodigal use of bad language.

The Pope doesn't mean to be out of the China_seranU™

He wants his share of what is going, and has putm N5
for 60,000,000 francs on account of murdered Catho Jls
sionaries. That is a very big figure. The Pope and
Cardinals might be polished off for such an amount.

S

i
Some day we shall know the truth about foreig .vthc
sionaries. In China that end is being contributed t?c niS
jealousy between the Protestant and Roman Catho ~gfa
sionaries. xWe Rey, Ghames kawood,. reaendjy retyrm”™ ~get-
the northern provinces of China, has been addressing

ings in Ireland on the subject of:' oreign missions. atid
the Roman Catholic missionaries were political large
used carnal weapons. “They- had contributed the
extent to the present unfortunate situation.” Of com \<go

Protestant missionaries had done nothing of this km « s @
far as the Protestant missions were concerned, theire

bitter antagonism on the part of the Chinese.” AID 1 ffit
we notice that the Protestant missionaries made a....; W f
wherever they were able. It is estimated that ninl:%,]| ,.in
British and American missfonaries—have been MH Att te

addition to several Swedish and Danish Protestants. ~ .d0®S
same time, over 170 missionaries stationed in the P
of Chi-li and Shan-si are unaccounted for.

A “ Thirty Years’ Reader ” writes to Reynoldss A caii-
a scathing exposure of missionary methods. The K ejto
not be dismissed as mere irresponsible chatter. QA\W
says that the writer holds a very important position j g3 stlf

and has exceptional opportunities of knowing that (fing
and its people. The writer thinks it “ higih_ time/s@*ntering
was done at home to prevent any more missionaries irake
China.” He points out that it is hopeless to attemp  cre(lits
real converts of the Celestials, and he distinctly “ - fiiS
the “ addresses and reports of glorious work” glve
sionarics when visiting this country.

The missionaries, he says, “ have the best houses m,C.abp
finely furnished, large staffs of servants, and a splendid ()l
1hey do no work during the summer, but go away , I(ey
nils, where they have fine summer residences built,
are not long in the country before they commence to O jHx5
and make money. This is not idle talk, as all foreign r * 3fieS
in China can bear out what I say. | have visited miss»" ejl
and dined with them, and can assure you that if tlei > »
England they could not keep up the houses they do 1  fGt(
be able to go away to a summer resort for three ifiat
months every year. Another great benefit they ha'.®,. O-
ihey get so much lor every child they have. *V ta®
Editor, | beg of you to do your best to try and P/c. narks'
more money being sent to this country to support.nl sS,,,a!'w ®
. aP' sure the money can be laid out to much tkcialfee: »kn
in England amongst the starving poor than g arFe) 0%
idle people here in luxury. The missionai
to Shanghai in hundreds, and many of them stay w
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families at the best hotels at seven dollars per day. Thus
equals at least fifteen shillings per day each, so*y * k
Nrequires capital to do this. You can hear P P mugt be
°nall hands what an enormous amount of mo y ay
sent from England to keep these people going. Many - >
they are a curse to the country.”

.The Cape Times Bublishes an account of rec®*|,,,'s"who
¢thina, contributed by Mr. W. Wilmer, a Gape Colomsy
some years past has been settled ~ Newchwangas”~tea”™
®ip and railway agent. He says. Anyo
tAGIRY 47 EMRA WIH 2dorse my statement that it is an
sibje Fr i that the missionary body are entirely respon-
o the present state of affairs. The Chinaman is
n ptrally of a peaceful and law-abiding disposition, but will
anl°ro°h any undue interference with his religious beliefs
, UPerstitions, which were in existence long before Chris-
ar;% was ever he?rd*of, and he very sensibly wants to know
| >-3[& 99 ll_g)é“lrﬁus °f thrusting our particu|a|" dogmas
andt a tbroat when he does notwant them. The merchant
honnui6 4ewelcomes everywhere, and is most scrupulously
rable in his transaction$ with them.”

cen. lese poor misguided missionaries,” continues this resi-
*hous  a° s 'n an extremely good position to judge, “do ten
?"a f’'mes more harm to trade and commerce than ever
by~ ° good to religion. They are most cordially detested
N e if anc* foreigner alike, and if the foolish people at
reep ", o support these missions could only be brought to
mJ chk’Sanc” lieeP them in their own country, it would be
here  aetter™ for the world in general, and we traders out
caliejil Particular. These ‘Jesus Christ men,” as they are
tot]. * have been preaching the doctrine of hell-fire so long
Wsev Se Poor benighted heathen that they (the heathen) term
toineer-."here the* foreign devils.” Then when any trouble
c’rs s Ihe Gospel-mongers are the first to run away from the
these 1kn?es °f their folly. We have quite a number of
ti°’n Passionary refugees quartered upon us now for protec-
ho have lied from up country.”

of ij¥ says Mr. Wilmer, “ you talk to the Chinese of religion,
busi aven>or hell, they will yawn ; but speak to them of
this ,es”™* and they are all attention. | should like to place
iog PJ°blem before the fools at home who believe in convert-
tfery..6 so-called heathem. 1n one prowince of Ghina orly
Peace P°Pulation of ten to twelve millions of friendly and
hae ab e Pe°pte>and eighteen missionaries in eight years
5cn.?°nverted eleven Chinese ; how long, then,, will it take
c°rtVert the remainder \*

? / idiot has sent us a tattered copy of
and Songs for Mission Services, with the stamp of
tuaNfjias Road Mission Chapel ” upon it. A hymn is
jas. 1d, No. 183, “ Stop poor sinner.” Well, we did stop,
see what it was about.
Can you sport upon the brink
>h Of everlasting- woe ?

11we'S first question we meet, and as it doesn’'t trouble
Pass on to the meant-to-be startling statement that—

Ere you are aware, you'll drop
n Into the burning lake.

even this doesn’t startle us. We have heard it so often.

Ghastly death will quickly come
And drag you to the bar ;
Then, to hear your awful doom
% Will fill you with despair.

nfh'On afi depends on what drinks are served at that “ bar.”
‘uis wNT”/sh or iced claret-cup wouldn’t be a bad doom in

ent.erPnsin?
0

t° us on the withdrawal of the Crewe Wesleyans
res’i « free Church Council, because the Council passed a

libs Cr°n ~Hianding a School Board, Mr. Hirst Hollowell
long "|®is a borough where all the schools are denomina-
tin' ., ,ere free education has been refused again and
V tli(, JJd where Nonconformist parents -have been directed
% ob- Overnment to get their free education at schools
X ~Nionable totheir conscience. The Crewe incident,
?,P°rti0 at®&> does not stand by itself. In numerous districts
be ¢ % Vle Wesleyan influence is too often thrown into
Vrki~ °f denominational monopoly. At Hyde, Cheshire,
n,an’s child, for whom free education was requested

deyan school, was refused, and the Board of
Ned'10" peing appealed to, directed the father, if he
°lilan /7r free education, to send the child to St. Paul’s
];t’éu,d do f ,°iic School. He replied to the Board that he
fit 6 hirl "InR °f the sort, and week after week sent his
. back’ m Wesleyan school ; but every time she was
»(I'Hai-;,,..’ Then the father was actually prosecuted for
a | o “ sent his child to school, and was fined. He
5U tiltre Pay I,,e fine for an offence he had not committed,
str*°rities ~t?" Instead of distraining on his goods, the
QDeets btt .ad hint arrested and marched through the
hties Ed°tn -"° Peheemen to the lock-up. The Northern
ncation League became disagreeably active, and
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the Home Secretary ordered the fine to be remitted. Mr.
Hirst Hollowell regrets that there are other Free Church
offenders besides Wesleyans. A Congregational minister
promised the other day to attend a meeting in a large town
of the North, to advocate a sorely-needed School Board ;
but, before the meeting, he received a letter from one of
his deacons, who took a personal interest in a Congregational
Voluntary school, warning him against doing so. Mr. Hirst
Hollow-ell is sorry to have to tell, for the first time, such a story
against his own denomination, but thinks it only right to do so
while criticising the action of members of another denomina-
tion. Another correspondent calls attention to the action of the
Wesleyan minister and officials at Worksop, who, in defiance
of the Conference resolutions, united with the railway, drink,
and other interests, who formed the anti-School Board party,
to support the collection of a voluntary rate, to be collected
by the ordinary rate collector, and thus keep out a School
Board. Out of this rate the Wesleyans received ,£'800 for
their own school.— Christian World.

The Clerical Superintendent of the Protestant Reformation
Society has written to the Home Secretary, protesting against
the remarks of Mr. Plowden, magistrate at Marlborough-
street Police-court, in a recent case w'hich was before him.
It may be remembered that a man named George Carroll was
fined forty shillings for “ using insulting language ” towards
the Roman Catholic religion in a lecture on “ Christianity
versus Romanism,” delivered in Hyde Park. Mr. Plow-den
remarked : “ If the people you were addressing, and those
you were insulting by your offensive caricature of the Catholic
Faith, had carried you to the nearest pump, I don’t think
anybody would pity you...... It is scandalous that a man with
a grain of sense should attack religion in this way simply to
pander to his own self-conceit...... I hope the day will come
when all this kind of speaking in the parks will become

contrary to law.”

We protested at the time against these most injudicious
and extra-judicial remarks of Mr. Plowden—who, by the
way, seems to be singularly pleased when listening to his own
voice. The Rev. Dr. Wright says, very properly : “ | cannot
but regard it as most dangerous to the public peace that an
English magistrate should thus encourage the roughs to take
the law in their own hands, and to lay violent hands on
open-air speakers from whom they may differ.” The Home
Secretary promises, in reply, to give due attention to the

subject of the letter.

There seems to have been a curious confusion as to the
form of affirmation at an inquest held last week before Mr.
Wynne E. Baxter, the East London Coroner, at the Mile
End Vestry Hall. One of the jury, when about to be sworn,
said: “ | object to hold that book.” The oath was then
administered to the foreman ; and the rest of the jury, with
the exception of the objector, took hold of the Testaments,
and were sworn in in the usual fashion, in a body. To the
man who objected to take the oath on religious grounds, the
Coroner’s Officer said : “ The same oath which your foreman
has taken on his part you affirm on yours ?” “ Yes,” replied

the juror, and took his seat.

An Evangelical Church weekly, the News, says “ we think
Apostolic bishops could be readily found amongst our
experienced and working clergy- who would prove quite as
efficient, if not more so, tljan some now on the Bench, with
a stipend of ,¢'1,000, or at most ¢,'2,000.” We think so too.
Any way, there is nothing to be said in favor of the attempt
now being made in Southwark to raise ¢,'133,000 to secure an

income for a single bishop of ¢j4,000.

Canon Philips, speaking at the Carlisle Diocesan Conference
last week, said he thought there were far too many Sunday
amusements—tennis, golf, cycling, and Sunday papers.
Many people think there are far too few. ¢ But, if these were
prohibited, are the Gospel-shops likely to profit by an
increased attendance ? The public-houses might.

Sabbatarian Christians at Ramsgate have called upon the
Corporation to put down the Sunday trading at the entrance
to the pier and on the sands. Apparently they cannot bear
to see a man eating whelks or a boy drinking lemonade
on the Lord’s Day. They get their own grub indoors,
and regard outdoor eating and drinking as flat blasphemy-.

“ Bruno” writes to the Paisley Daily Express on the
question of Sunday trading, which seems to be agitating that
town and neighborhood. He replies to a correspondent who
quotes Exodus xx. and 8 to back up his Sabbatarian views.
“Bruno ” asks him whether he is “ prepared to endorse other
passages in Exodus such as Ex. xxxi. 14, 15, where it says
all Sabbath-breakers are to be put to death ; or Ex. xxxv.
2, 3, where it says : ‘ Those who kindle a fire on the Sabbath
Day shall surely be put to death ’; or if we go to Numbers,
where it says the penalty for picking up sticks on the seventh
day is death. | think,” adds “ Bruno,” “ | have shown the
absurdity of going to Moses, or whoever wrote those books,

for our guidance at this time of day.”
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In the same paper “ Riada,” dealing with a memorial from
the Scottish National Sabbath School Unions to the Paisley
Town Council, also on the subject of Sabbath trading, quotes
Paul in his Epistle to the Romans xiv. 4, 5, 6 : “ One man
esteems one day above another, another esteems every day
alike. Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind.”
Also he quotes Colossians ii. 16 and 17: “ Let no man,
therefore, judge you in meat or in drink or in respEct of a
holy day, or of the new moon, or of the Sabbath days.”

One has always been struck by this allusion in Colossians
to the new moon. Has it, perchance, some reference, pro-
phetic and half-hidden, to the lunacy which periodically
assails modern municipal authorities when incited to Sabba-
tarian persecutions ?

Messrs. Cadbury, the famous cocoa manufacturers, whose
advertisements of their own gooda generally contain reflec-
tions on those of their trade rivals, are Quakers, and there-
fore opposed to war. They are so much for peace at any
price that they refused to tender for supplying the British
soldiers in South Africa, but they supplied their share of the
chocolate boxes which the Queen sent out as presents to her
fighting men. They defend this action on grounds of
“loyalty.” So it seems to be the Queen first with them, and
Jesus Christ (as they understand him) afterwards. A good
deal of correspondence on the subject has appeared in the
Birmingham Mail.

Someone has sent us a copy of the Islington Gazette con-
taining a letter by John H. Mitchell against “ Infidels” and
“Infidelity.” We must be excused from answering this
person. His information, his ability, his manners, and his
veracity, are all beneath contempt.

Churchyards are supposed to be more or less filled with
the dead. But a certain parson has recently refused to let
the word “ died ” appear on a tombstone in his “ God’s Acre.”
He says it doesn’t square with his ideas of immortality’. But
did not Paul say that the seed must die before it can come to
anything ? Of course he was wrong in his biology, but that
doesn’t matter. It is hard that a Christian who agrees with
Paul should be sat upon by a clergyman who says that Paul
was inspired.

The Church Gazette is not a little sarcastic at the expense
of the Methodist Times, which, it says, has its little way of
putting things that sometimes reads rather strangely. For
instance, the principal leader of the other week had the
following heading —

f Guineas
One Million 4 Pledges
[ Conversions.
From which, says the Church Gazette, an ill-natured person
might gather that the first thing is guineas, the next tee-
totalism, and the last “ conversion.” By the way, one wishes
someone would define this last term.

I once had a female relative much given to tract-distri-
buting (says a correspondent). She would stop anybody and
everybody for the sake of getting rid of a tract. If a baby
was born, its parents received tracts ; if anyone died, the sur-
vivors were served with quite a handful of literature. The
people round, being of a charitable sort, bore with her ; but
I fancy they had a notion she was not quite right in her head.
I shall never forget how she interviewed a friend’s gardener,
and forced a tract upon him. He asked for several more,
which she gladly supplied. “ Thank’ee, ma’am,” he said,
being a most polite man. “ I'm alius glad o’ these. Bless
you, it was only this morning as | said to my wife, ‘ | must
be getting some more tracts soon,’ ses |, ‘for they be the best
things | knows on for shaving-papers.”” “ But don’t you
read them ?” gasped the lad)’, who had kept him in this kind
of literature for some time. “ Read’em, ma’am ? Not me.
I can’t read.” My relative collapsed.

The Record is asking why sermons are so often “ill-judged
and inappropriate,” especially those delivered in the churches
of holiday resorts. And the Church Gazette alludes to the
“vacuous and fatuous utterances which have evoked the cry
about ‘ Why men won’t go to church.””

Ructions at Rhyl. Bills have actually been posted upon
the doors and walls of churches and chapels announcing a
theatrical performance. But the offenders have been caught,
and the magistrates may be relied upon to avenge such awful
sacrilege.

Catholic processions at Hull are exercising the mind of the
faithful Protestants. The vicar of Garton points out in the
local press that they are illegal. Still, he seems to be
impartial, for he recommends the suppression of all “ religious
manifestations ” in the public thoroughfares.
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Rev. James Henry Thomson, curate of Fawley, IS
trouble. The other party to the trouble is a very youn®
servant girl. The rest may be imagined.

The Bible Christian Society at Whitemoor, near St. De*It*
was holding a harvest thanksgiving service, when J°
Trevenna, an “acceptable” local preacher, fell down
faint, and expired in less than fifteen minutes. He 'f .
heard to mutter, “ Pm passing,” but did not add to w
destination. He leaves a widow in delicate health, all ,
large family, so that his “ passing” can hardly be regard
as “ providential.”

The Blackburn Parish Church was built in 1820-1826, at a
cost of (726,000. The money was raised by parish rates,
levied by a special Act of Parliament. We daresay a hand-
some Secular Hall could be built at Blackburn on the same
easy conditions.

Coldfield,

With*1
to the

Francis Jackson, builder, of Coles-lane, Sutton
has gone bankrupt. Assets £60, liabilities ¢(6,432.
a week of filing his petition he sent three guineas
Wesleyan Century Fund. Just in time.

“ Felix,” of Pontardulais, contributes to the CarmardF*
Welshman a smartly-written letter in criticism of the F a
A. Keogh, whose orthodoxy seems to have involved him
maze of puzzles and absurdities. “ Felix ” apparently
so well that the editor of the Welshman appends a n°|e>f
which he says he has had to omit the latter half of the'‘e
because the being of God, the accuracy of the Bible, ctc7JG
guestions too large to be discussed 'in his correspond*- ~
column. Well, the world is wide, and the subjects may .
discussed outside the limited space of the Welshman, t“0O™ a
the editor of that paper seems to be fair enough up 1
point. .

Every extreme of fanaticism is possible to people who
their Bible conscientiously, and set about putting its Rlgrii,
into practice. In Illinois there is a sect known as
which forbids that its members shall display any affectl g
their families, holding that all earthly ties are sinful- , »
of the Omishites was Sam Moser, who, on account 05
love for his wife and family, was expelled from the sect. .|jg
terrors of excommunication made Moser insane, and he ~ Of
his whole family. The Scripture upon which the ere
Ornish is based is Luke xiv. 26 : “ If any man coine
and hate not his father, and mother, and wma .aad cr
and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life a >up
cannot be my disciple "—a passage that has broke Of
countless thousands of families, and prevents the fa
Moser, who is a member of the sect, from pleading * jj i5
life of his son. The good that religion does in this* j .t
a by-product. Its main crop is evil, which is harves  (
all seasons. The latest “ incarnation ” is Mrs. Louis i. **’ard
Gretna, in Nebraska, who believes herself to be Chrl Gy
to possess his divine attributes. Her delusion is sha s a
her husband and a knot of followers, and the see g
creed made up of about equal parts of insanity a® . ugh
ranee. Female Christs are not a new departure, ‘1 orQ8>
reincarnations of the Virgin Mary are more nu 1 si»S
because physiologically less absurd and theological!) J™N@
orthodox. Like the men who have believed themsclve ¢S
Christs, these women are uniformly insane, which s bb™
something about the probable mental condition O*
Nazareth.— Truthseeher (New York).

jren

The Praying Mantis, an insect brought to the Lon”a ffiil
from the Transvaal, is so called because of the p J fiiis
position of its forelegs. “ So divine a creature vy
esteemed,” says an old writer, “ that if a child ask ™ gjowV
to such a place, she will stretch out one of her feet, a t“s

cutogy) it 5 Sad 18 read that these incscte Ty b oy

and cannibalistic, and if kept together will fightto t

Strange Funeral Fancies.

i i ]
ST yReN2 BT Qi 3BlR AHIBESLi R PSR P tSyy
cccentnrkv f y bC re&arded as very eccentric, but fixc f
on eaiih g hi'i'earS tO ,0 that ‘hey wish their lastapp££g.
“Yes ” ¢ ot 10 acc5rdancc WIt,] their own tastesand F 1t
aye manvnen T Under(aker, “itis a singular fact tl
thev w!'I\iPt°P ? gb? arg Interested in the question
tne> w1 bo treated after death. y
coffinsl -int"\. k° so Par as to not only be measured “ /i
i omd BuoudR, but acisally Savh Both mads ace” 4
to their directions. | have in mind a case oi rnade.
years before she died, had her coffin and sinO f Jier Fr,
?&E‘t to her home, wh they were kept,u n selze, .a

‘WSM?& rohPhi ’j"?dtation,” as she called it, fe'.T Jo«*
in th i ifey 1l the | hit d F
in the C?)flfll,ﬂ' guch %%amplgs %rs]%hvi\g ér%,ggwgg)uarrs]e, re re'«
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Special.

The FREETHINKER has been for several months, and is
U1 published at 1Stationers’ Hall Court, Ludgate Hill,
L°ndon, E.C., the office of the Freethought Publishing
Company, Limited, where all orders and communica-
t'ons should be addressed. Readers are warned against
Ending orders to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stoneeutter-street,
L-C. Those premises have for some time been defini-
tely closed, and Mr. Forder has no connection
Whatever with the Freethought Publishing Company,
"ho cannot be answerable for anything sent to him.

Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

roaHif aJi September 23, Athen.-eum Hall, 73 Tottenham Court-
>Condon, W.C. ; 7.30, “ Does Death End Us?”
~Ptember 30, Glasgow.

B r s r7>Manchester ; 14, Athenseum Hall ; 21, Birmingham ;
’ ceicesfo,.

To Correspondents.

VelZIARLES Watts's Engagements.—September 23, Camber-
,0 {1 ?60 Athergetjm H?l!élf. © céob;er YB ,Ib\thenaeiJmBHal_l; 9hand
>debate at. Bolton; unday), Bolton; irmi m;
124>25, and-2B (Sunday), Glasgow andél @iiﬁfié{s W@%ﬁ)er‘
J Liverpool.—All communications for Mr. Watts should De
«.to him at 24 Carminia-road, Balham, S.W. If a reply is
squired, a stamped and addressed envelope must be enclosed.
tHeeExp—Cannet insert it iR that_way. ime, , lec
firsi * and sut>ject must be sent in éic%yWEe“,' b)} #l'u s&'gy’g
~ [dBiat the latest.
‘east'«5N—Those who give are generally those who are the
"ho +Oubled as *° how the money is to be spent. Those
yQu £lve nothing are always the most anxious. Thanks for
this ®couraging letter. You may see Mr. Foote at Bristol
a"inter.
\-A\! p’ ALL— Many thanks for your hatches of cuttings,
is “ —See “Sugar Plums.” We note that Mrs. Lamb
@nd'"? *han satisfied” with the way in which the South
at 1, ?Secularists carried out their part of the arrangements
p_««f husband's funeral.
You 1Lt).—Thanks for copy of the Leicester Bazaar Program.
SOc: ?'ve us n° particular thanks for our paragraphs. The
tye Ny deserved them, and we were happy to write them.
caus °nle*mes wish we had a million of money to float good
hasn\S""ancially. Unfortunately, the Freethought millionaire
tive 1cort)e along yet. We should be glad to see him. Effec-
A ™ «ganisation is ultimately a question of means.
Te .. TTs— We do not know of a cognate text in the New
*Siii amen(>tut there is one in the Old Testament—1 Kings
T.g ' -
P%Iin'TIIE— Pleased to hear from you. Pray conveY our com-
ellar™nis, to your soldier comrades who don't swallow all the
isdg , ns.teaching. The famous “Christ” passage in Josephus
in a" "'Xhin Crimes of Christianity, by Foote and Wheeler,
G(Ajjjo chapter on ” Pious Forgeries.” It was undoubtedly, as
ti"g On says, foisted into the text of Josephus "between the
Uk, °* Origen and that of Eusebius.” It was absolutely
Who ? nto Christian writers of the second and third centuries,
saiJ ""ould have been delighted to use it. Bishop Warburton
gu, N "as "a rank forgery, and a very stupid one too.” De
mh Gay said it had “long been given up as a forgerK by all
Scho,n®t lunatic.” We do not know of a single Christian
stail ar "ho defends the authenticity of the passage as it
Chri Some of them say' Josephus wrote something, but
"hat'ii?lLed!tors have altered it 1 That is, they seek to minimise
Pg eT know to be a forgery.
E ‘LUS.—Thanks for cuttings.
\VesIT?RLEIN sends the following resolution on behalf of the
terg “ am Branch : “ That a most hearty vote of thanks be
Stragred to the speakers at the Freelhoughl Demonstration in
P.j  Ord Grove.”
liktt OisEv.—Thanks. See paragraph.
thatTir"OU"'ll see from an announcement in ” Sugar Plums”
Pootp'f readers of the Freethinker will have the benefit of Mr.
°ther S cr't'c'sm of Marie Corelli's Master Christian. The
_°f /¢;,Aatter "i>l he dealt with before long in a new edition
PG T, ' C*n” Beer.
£10.liUGJT Twentieth Cbnturv Fund.—Gehrge Anderson,
P.R eorge Wilson, 5s.; Il. Swift, 16s. 6d.
P"e °°{?Ward asks us to announce that Mr. B. Hyatt will
\Walts* f an hour’s elocutionary entertainment before Mr.
". f). slecture this evening (September 23) at Camberwell.
?0,, so»— Your suggestion shall be considered. Meanwhile
s // *Me most important of the contradictions in the

AaCo ; Sorry "e cannot find room for your letter. Our limited

Pouto S*°° valuable. If your inherited piety doesn’t allow

ss unfPPrec'ate ffio Bible Handbook, pass it on to some one
n,outunate.
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James Neate.—Pleased to hear that Mr. Cohen had such a large
meeting in Victoria Park to hear his lecture on the Religious
Question and our Public Schools.

J. Titherington.— Thanks for the suggestion, butwe are hardly
prepared to adopt such methods of "raising the wind.” If
Freethinkers cannot give for the love of Freethought, they
must, as far as we are concerned, keep their money in their
pockets.

Received.—Cape Times—PaisIeK/I Daily Express—Welshman
Carmarthen)—Western Daily Mercury—St. Mary Magdalene
Southwark) Parish Magazine—Secular Thought—Liberator—
Boston Investigator—Lucifer—Truthseeker (New York)—Two
Worlds— Freidenker—Blue Grass Blade—Ethical World—Torch
of Reason—Brann’s Iconoclast—Sydney Bulletin—Manchester
Evening Chronicle— Islington Gazette—Huddersfield Examiner
— Daily News—Freethought Magazine.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by
marking the passages to which they wish us to call attention.

T he National Secular Society’s office is at 1 Stationers’ Hall Court,
Ludgate Hill, E.C., where all letters should be addressed to
Miss Vance.

Lecture Notices must reach 1 Stationers’ Hall Court, Ludgate
Hill, E.C., by first post Tuesday, or they will not be inserted.
Letters for the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to

1 Stationers' Hall Court, Ludgate Hill, E.C.

Orders for literature should be sent to the Freethought Pub-

lishing Company, Limited, 1 Stationers’ Hall Court, Ludgate

Hill, E.C.

The Freethinker will be forwarded direct from the publishing
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid:—One year,
10s. 6d.; halfyear, 5s. 3d.; three months, 2s. 8d.

Scale of Advertisements:—Thirty words, is. 6d.; every suc-
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements :—One inch,
4s. 6d.; halfcolumn, £1 2s. 6d.; column, £2 5s. Special terms

for repetitions.

Special. .

FREETHOUGHT TWENTIETH CENTURY FUND.
Shilling Week.

"he first week in October will be a “ Shilling: Week ”
t aid of the Freethought Twentieth Century Fund,
during that period | expect to receive one shilling (or
lore) from hundreds— | would fain hope thousands—

f Freethinkers in all parts of the country. All the
nvelopes will be opened with my own hands, and all
;tters accompanying the postal orders (or cheques)
nil be carefully read. A good many subscribers will
oubtless, as on previous occasions, take the opportunity
f saying whatever happens to be on their minds. |
m really anxious to know what they are thinking, and
a see what suggestions they have to make.

This time | hope there will be very few laggards.
et all act together. Let every one feel that his fellow
Veethinkers are doing something, in common with
imself, during that particular week. This alone should
e a stimulus and an inspiration.

The poorest can send one shilling. Others can send
everal shillings. If all do their best, we shall raise an
mount of which the party may be proud. Never mind
ow little you can send. Send it. Numbers tell.
)rops enough will make an ocean.

Probably most of those who have promised certain
ontributions towards the Fund will forward their
emittances during the same first week in October,
'he largest promise— Mr. John Downing’s ~200— has
Iready been redeemed. Mr. J. Umpleby and Major
ohn C. Harris redeemed their promises some time

g?\Iow then for a long pull, a strong pull, and a pull
1l together—as they say at sea ; and we shall get our

raft into good, deep, navigable water.
G. W. Foote.

3et your newsagent to take a few copies of the Freethinker
d try to sell them, guaranteeing to take the copies that remain
sold. Take an extra copy (or more), and circulate it among
ur acquaintances. Leave a copy of the Freethinker now and
1nin the train, the car, or the omnibus. Display, or get dis-
.yed, one of our contents-sheets, which are of a convenient
e for the purpose. Miss Vance will send them on application.
4your newsagent to exhibit the Freethinker in the window.
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Sugar Plums.

T here was a fine audience at the Athenaeum Hall on Sunday
evening, when Mr. Foote delivered the opening lecture for
the 19001901 season on “ Marie Corelli and Jesus Christ.”
The lecture—a fairly long one—was followed with close
attention, and was evidently much appreciated. A consider-
able number of ladies were present, which was a very agree-
able feature of the meeting. _

Mr. Foote occupies the Athenaeum Hall platform again this
evening (September 23), taking for his subject “ Does Death
End Us?” .

Mr. Charles Watts had a capital audience last Sunday
evening at his lecture in the Camberwell Secular Hall. We
are informed that he was in his best form, and that his lecture
was enthusiastically applauded. This evening, Sunday,
September 23, Mr. Watts again occupies the same platform.
This will be his last appearance at Camberwell at present.

We have had a visit from an old friend of Mr. Joseph
Symes. He is over here on a visit from Australia, where he
has been settled for fifty years. He is nearly ninety, but
looks much younger. His name is H. G. Hodgson. He is
a wonderful old veteran, and is still jolly and full of humor.
This gentleman reports that Mr. Symes was looking as well
as ever when he left him. He thinks the prospect is im-
proving at Melbourne, and that the circulation of the
Liberator is increasing. He says that Mr. Symes would
much like to visit the old country again, but he wants a
lecturer and editor to fill his place during his absence. Well,
that is the difficulty. Mr. Symes might be brought over
without a great deal of trouble, but we have no lecturer and
editor at present whom we could export to Australia. We
wrote to our far-off colleague after the Whit Sunday Con-
ference, and we are expecting to hear from him daily. As
soon as we do so, we shall see what can be done to make his
proposed visit to England an actuality.

We are glad to hear that Mr. C. Cohen had very good
open-air meetings on Sunday. To-day (September 23) he
lectures at the Ridley Road Station, Kingsland. Time,
11.30 a.m. No doubt he will have a large audience.

Mr. Ward delivered his first address as a “ Secular Educa-
tion” candidate at Birmingham, in the Prince of Wales’s
Assembly Room, on Sunday evening. He was listened to
very attentively by a large audience, and a vote 0/ confidence
was passed with only five dissentients. We hope he will
come out as well at the poll.

Mr. H.. Percy Ward debates with Mr. J. W. Mahony on
the question of a Future Life. The discussion is to take
place at Birmingham, in the Temperance Hall, Temple
Street, on Monday evenings, September 24 and October 1
Mr. Mahony, who is a Spiritualist, will maintain that “ The
intelligent part of man survives physical death.” Mr. Ward
will maintain that “ The present life is the only one of which
human beings have any knowledge.”

The Freethinker is folded this week, and will be so regularly
hereafter. This is one improvement, and others are in con-
templation. Henceforth, at any rate, subscribers will not
have to complain that the paper comes into their hands in
bad condition. The folding will be done by machinery at
the printers, and this will reduce to a minimum the chance of
copies being ill-used in transit and distribution.

The Conference on the question of “ Secular Education”
and the approaching London School Board elections, convened
by the National Secular Society’s Executive, took place on
Tuesday evening, September 11, in the larger hall of the
Club and Institute Union. It did not attract the attention of
the London press, although one notice of it, and that a very
good one, appeared in the Echo, and came, we believe, from
the pen of a delegate. Still, the Conference itself was fairly
successful. In addition to the N.S.S. Executive and some
of its metropolitan Branches, several Branches of the Social
Democratic Federation, the Metropolitan Radical Federation,
and two Ethical Societies were represented. A representative
of the Trades Council was present with a watching brief
only. Mr. G. W. Foote was voted to the chair, and in a
brief speech explained the object of\ the Conference. Mr.
Cohen, on behalf of the N. S. S. Executive’'s sub-committee,
moved the first resolution, which was seconded and carried
unanimously. It ran as follows: “This Conference of
London Societies is of opinion that, as an act of justice to all
members of the community, and as the only method of
effectively ending the religious controversy on the School
Board, the time has arrived when the instruction given in
Board schools should be completely severed from all forms of
theological belief, and pledges itself to do all that lies in its
pow”r to return candidates at the forthcoming elections who
will support the principle on the School Board of London.”
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Two representatives of Ethical Societies, including
daughter of the late Mrs. Harriet Law, tried to edge W
reference to “ moral instruction,” but the Conference reins™
to complicate the issue, and resolved to leave “ moral instru
tion ” for what it was worth, as a subsequent question.

Reference was then made to candidates already in the field
who were pledged to support Secular Education, and
Conference resolved that the following four candidates sn°®
be worked and voted for by real Progressives—namely 1
Hewit (Tower Hamlets), H. Quelch (E. Lambeth),
Barwick (Finsbury), and F. J. Jones (Chelsea). These can
dates all belong to the Social Democratic Federation.
they should be supported by the friends of Secular Educati
whether Socialists or anti-Socialists ; for the only
difference now between their program and that of the Cn P
party—the so-called Progressives—lies precisely in this v
article of Secular Education.

’

Mr. Thomas Shore moved, and Mr. F. Verinder secon »
a third resolution. Both held that it was too late to
much at the approaching School Board elections. * j
therefore proposed—* That a permanent committee be f°r a
for the purpose of preparing the way-for a determrined*
general fight for Secular Education at the elections of ICJAS
This was carried ; but the appointment of the committee
left until another meeting of the Conference, which
N. S. S. undertook to call as soon as possible ; Miss Va
in the meanwhile, undertaking to act as secretary.

A hope was expressed that the N. S. S. would seeits w ? t
placing a candidate or two in the field, where none are 'ef
standing in the interest of Secular Education. The m
was discussed two days later at a special meeting Q. uj
N. S. S. Executive. Mr. Cohen was asked whether hew
stand as a candidate in some London division. He cep”
that he was not eager to do so, but he would undertake
job if they wanted him to. During the discussion it .0
held by several members that it was too late then to entei,en,
lists with any chance of success. When the vote was t
there were seven in favor of Mr. Cohen’s standing, and .t
against it. In these circumstances, the President trio b Q
the matter should be dropped, as it was hardly advisa
proceed without something like practical unanimity.

Should any enthusiastic friend of Secular Educatlnge
prepared to plank down ~40 or £50, the President w_ ,,
not only get Mr. Cohen to fight for a seat in some L° "
division, but throw himself into the struggle on behalf
young colleague’s candidature. It is impossible to u,
Foote to stand for a seat himself. He has quite gl ard
obligations already, and a seat on the London School ~[IC
involves two or three good days’ work every week. €
open Board meeting is a simple affair. It is the cormll
that call for so much time and attention.

The following is a complete list of the Societies represent.%q
at the “ Secular Education” Conference :— National J?@0Ch
Society’s Executive, Edmonton Branch, East London p{ ,dl
Camberwell Branch, Bethnal Green and West n
Branches, North Camberwell and Lansdown “N1erjjaugh
Radical Club, Metropolitan Radical Federation, Bra . &
Club, East London and South London Ethical Soc e
London Centre S. D. F., Kentish Town Branch, Mar) jiaH
Branch, Clerkenwell Branch, Bethnal Green Branch, C a™ofth
Branch, Stoke Newington Branch, Shoreditch Branchi U6,
Camberwell and Mile End Branches, People’s B”/;clss
London Trades Council, and a representative of Mr. Bar
Committee.

r

The Shields Gazette reports the funeral of Mr. John of
notes that he was “ very highly respected by a large c'ratfa~
acquaintances,” and refers to the presence ofa “ large £ ufar
ing of relatives and friends ” at his burial, where the
Service was read by Mr. S. M. Peacock.

We are always pleased to receive the Freetliought (ilost
edited by Mr. H. L. Green at Chicago. It is one of 0 ™ dO(-
welcome American exchanges. The September num jhe
tains a good supply of varied and interesting matter >  tfiat
least readable being the editorial “ All Sorts.” We n /jjc™
Editor Green has still to solicit financial aid for his Y j tlie
tion, and we hope he will receive it adequately u
magazine is self-supporting._

>

Mr. Foote’s first article on “ Shakespeare: B*e . or0fito)
reproduced from our columns in Secular Thought (
Professor Goldwin Smith has long been resident m

————— e OfRIF

In our next issue will appear a review by the e d ijogT
J. Rl. Robertson’s new book on Christianity and | -k|eS of
Mr. Foote will also contribute the first of two a
Marie Corelli’'s new novel, The Master Christian.
o .n ni
Readers of the Freethinker axe. requested to ”e;?ratjdreSss5
that we are still anxious to receive the names and



September 23, 1900,

of
*? newsagents who will display one of ourw vy news__
sheets, copies of which are forwarded by post =~ = office-
agents on Wednesday evenings from our publishing

ther

Wo should be glad if the friends who send us
and addresses would take the further trouble t
the contents-sheets are displayed.

The Bible of Nature.

Fkeethought.

T»e Brahmans have a legend that the first children of
man ascended Mount Gunganoor, to visit the castle

Indra and inquire into the secrets of their origin.
~Peculations on the source of life, on the mystery of
creation, the cause of good and evil, and similar
Problems which we might sum up under the name of
religious inquiries, seem, indeed, to have occupied the
attention of our ancestors at a very early period. An
‘rrepressible instinct appears to prompt the free discus-
s'on of such questions, and in a normal state of social
relations the attempt to suppress that instinct would
ave appeared as preposterous as the attempt to enforce
Sence upon the inquirers into the problems of health
°r astronomy. A thousand years before the birth of
addha the Sakyas, or ethic philosophers, of northern
rhndostan, visited the mountain-passes 6f Himallaya to
cquverse With travellers and seek information on the
1'Jj.gé°US customs- and tnaditions of fokeigu oationsi
of °°k °C J°b> probably the oldest literary product
oftg le. Semitic nations, records a series of free and
anH?1' In(leed) absolutely agnostic discussions of ethical
1 Cosmological problems.
2onhanSt searching find out God?" says

do? T e+ ~ ’'s as k'Sdl as heaven : what canst thou
It is deeper than hell : what canst thou know ?”

Wor) s ‘I good unto thee that thou shouldst oppress the
I'and Own hand?" Job asks his creator; *“ thine
hUn, s have made me; why dost thou destroy me ? Thou
Uo ~ me ™~ke a herce lion. Wherefore, then, hast
NecU . ouSht me forth out of the womb ? Oh, that |
shotf.ven UP the ghost and no eye had seen me ! |
hav b ”~ave been as though | had not been ; | should

not6 °een carried fr°tn the womb to the grave. Are
I mniy days few ? Cease, then, and let me alone, that

notay take comfort a little, before 1 go whence 1 shall
of dret:ttrjlrn>even to the land of darkness and the shadow
eath.”
ghM"d again : “ Man dieth and wasteth away ; man
tall r” UP the ghost, and where is he? As the waters
dow-rom sea and the flood dryeth up : so man lieth
shjijland riseth not; till the heavens be no more he
am not. awake nor be raised out of his sleep........ If
givean die>shall he live again?....... Wherefore is light
bitte® Unt® them that are in misery, and life unto the
‘vhor *a ?0ld ? who long for death, but it cometh not;
find ffeJO*te exceedingly and are glad when they can
g the grave ?”
Se t klihu’s interpellation: “ Look up to heaven and
sjOn le clouds which are higher than thou : If thou
rigj™*t) what doest thou against him? If thou be
rd . °us, what givest thou to him, or what can he
of thine hand ?”
sOpLUd a committee of modern sceptics and philo-
fr~&FS Brscuss-kheproblers—bexistence with greater

theh?pé’l series of-centuries the monkish custodians of
the treasures of Greece and Rome expurgated
sake Mltings °f the bolder Freethinkers, and, for the
WOrkoi,Its mere parchment, destroyed more than one
their taa* would have been worth whole libraries of
Px  °Wn lucubrations ; yet even the scant relics of
and m *erature furnish abundant proofs of the ethical
Medit CtaPkysical liberty which the philosophers of the
/ears CrNilean nations enjoyed for nearly a thousand
on- m rnarveH°us development of Grecian civilisa
Prospe <arl’ science, politics, literature, and general
reli®L nty 5°'ne>ded with a period of almost unlimited

re*giouf fireedom. Speculations on the  igin of
niyths were propounded with an impunity

T,
Y

Bible of Nature ; or, The Principles of Secularism,
e Oswald.
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which our latter-day Freethinkers have still cause to
envy. The possibility of all definite knowledge of the
attributes of the deity was boldly denied two thousand
years before the birth of Emmanuel Kant. The Free-
thinker Diagoras travelled from city to city, propagating
his system of Agnosticism with a publicity which seems
to imply a degree of tolerance never yet re-attained in
the progress of the most intellectual modern nations.
The sceptic Pyrrho ridiculed the absurdity of all our
modern Secularists would include under the name of
other-worldliness. A Roman actor was applauded with
cheers and laughter for quoting a passage to the effect
that “if the gods exist, they seem to conduct their
administration on the principle of strict neutrality in the
affairs of mankind !”

Democritus, Euhemerus, Anaxagoras, Epicurus,
Aristotle, Libanius, Pliny, Lucretius, and the latter
Pythagoreans, almost entirely ignored the doctrines
of Polytheism, which, indeed, never assumed an aggres-
sive form, the attempted suppression of the Christian
dogmatists being an only apparent exception, dictated
by motives of political apprehensions rather than by
religious zeal; for, at the very time when the followers
of the life-hating Galilean were persecuted as “ enemies
of mankind,” a large number of other Oriental religions
enjoyed privileges bordering on licence. The Grecian
colonists of Asia Minor never interfered with the religious
customs of their new neighbors. They studied and
discussed them as they would study the curiosities of
other social phenomena; and a purely naturalistic
system of education would undoubtedly lead to
analogous results. Intelligent children often evince a
remarkable tact in avoiding certain topics of conversa-
tion, such as allusions to personal or national defects,
scandals, the arcana of sexual relations, private affairs,
etc., and the experience of after years may confirm such
habits of discretion ; but no conceivable motive but
deference to an arbitrary precept could dictate a similar
reticence in the discussion of purely metaphysical
topics, or of dogmas which, by their very pretence to
a mission of extreme importance, should justify an
extreme frankness in debating the basis of their claims.

Senator Hoar tells a very amusing story about Professor
C. C. Felton’s younger brother, who stood very high in the
class at Harvard, but forgot himself so far as to use profane
language. Young Felton, in consideration of being the pro-
fessor’'s brother, received the mercy of private instead of
public admonition, and the professor himself was commanded
to administer it. He called the youth to his room and said :
“John, | cannot express to you how horrified | am that my
brother, in whose character and scholarship | have taken so
much pride, should have been reported to the faculty for this
vulgar and wicked offence.” John said, with much contri-
tion : “ I am exceedingly sorry. It was under circumstances
of great provocation. | have never been guilty of such a
thing before. | never in my life have been addicted to
profanity.” *“ Damnation, John I' interposed the professor,
“ how often have | told you the word is profaneness, and not
profanity ?” The admonition ended there.—Buffalo Courier.

Captain Jack, the chief of the Modocs, gave the country a
bad quarter of an hour, and was executed for it. A clergy-
man waited upon the tough old chieftain to offer consolation.
He ended up a long exhortation by saying : “And if you
repent of your wickedness in fighting good white men, the
Great Spirit will permit you to go to heaven.” With all the
politeness in the world, Captain Jack inquired : “ Do you
think you will go to that place ?” *“ Certainly,” said the
minister ; “if | should die to-day, | would be there before
night.” Quick as a Hash came the answer : “ If you will
take my place and be hanged to-morrow, | will give you forty
ponies.” The offer was not taken, and the clergyman sought
heaven by a less direct route.— Chicago News.

Is God a policeman, that he is never around when wanted ?

n Worcester, Mass., on a recent Sunday, Theodore I'lausse,

four-year-old boy, was burned to death while his parents
went to church. The boy played with matches, igniting his
clothes. His screams attracted the attention of his aged
grandfather, who is a faith-cure advocate. The latter fell on
his knees and prayed. While the boy’s clothing was still
blazing, neighbors broke in and put out the fire, but too late
to save his life. And still the old man, and other old men
and women, believe that God answers prayer.— Truthseeker

(New York).



Missions and Missionaries.

It Is a natural impulse of generous minds to desire to extend
the benefits acquired by knowledge and experience to fellow-
men living under less favorable circumstances, and this desire
becomes particularly strong 'when the advantages are sup-
posed to have reference chiefly to the condition of the indi-
vidual in a future state of existence.

All developed religions have been more or less missionary
in spirit, the most active in proselytizing being the Buddhistic
and the Christian. Buddhism is purely benevolent; its chief
glory consists in its entire freedom from the persecuting
spirit. Christianity, being founded upon the principle that
those who do not believe shall be damned, is apt to display
an aggressive disposition in trying to enforce its creed upon
unwilling or recreant subjects. However, the prevailing
animus is supposed to be an unselfish desire to rescue
benighted human beings from ignorance and sin, and secure
for them after death a place in the Christian heaven, where
they will be blessed and happy for ever and ever.

In former times, when the Christian inhabitants of Europe
and America knew comparatively little about remote countries,
and still less about the origin and history of their own religion,
it was natural that individuals among them should be fired
with zeal to “ save souls,” and should go forth upon what
they considered a sacred errand, taking their lives in their
hands and avowing themselves ready for any sacrifice which
might be involved in that untried and hazardous enterprise.
It was also in the nature of things that societies should be
formed at home for the direction and maintenance of these
missionaries of the gospel, and that pious persons living in
civilised countries should give of their substance to their
wandering brethren exposed to suffering and danger for the
Lord’s sake.

The records of these spiritual pioneers, especially the
Jesuits, are full of instances of individual heroism and of
single-hearted zeal in what was then the only way to further
what seemed a righteous cause. But all that is different
now. The application of scientific discoveries and inventions
to practical uses in steamboats, railroads, etc., has opened
the whole world to our knowledge ; the extension of com-
merce has tended to civilise formerly savage peoples, and
assimilation between alien races proceeds gradually and
naturally through the frequency of travel and the mutually
beneficial interchange, not only of material products, but also
of customs and ideas.

The International Conference of Religions, held in Chicago
at the time of the World’s Fair, ought to have opened the
eyes and the minds of Christians everywhere to the fact that
human beings can be physically healthy and intellectually
wise and morally good without the help of Christianity, and
that each branch of the human family must be left to develop
itself according to the conditions of its being. Considering
the time and money and labor expended in attempts to con-
vert what we call “ the heathen,” the result is wofully small
in numbers and, for the most part, inferior in quality. The
majority of real or pretended converts are attracted by the
temporal advantages of the change, and where the improve-
ment has been made it is mostly apparent in the adoption of
better methods of living, which have no connection with
religious beliefs. The most successful missionaries are those
who possess medicinal and surgical skill. Ignorant natives
everywhere are ready to crowd around a stranger who relieves
their sufferings and heals their diseases without money and
without price ; but here, again, the benefits conferred have
nothing to do with Christianity, and the influence of the
benevolent missionary does not usually reach beyond the
physical needs of the grateful recipient. ~“And why should it ?

It is all very well for a foreign intruder to justify his
presence by dealing out pills and potions to suffering
neighbors, but he has no right to choke his Bible down their
throats by way of recompense for his trouble. In fact, this
“ carrying the word of God to the heathen ” is, in the light of
our present knowledge, a great impertinence, and is regarded
and resented as such by the most intelligent endurers of the
nuisance. These people have their own Bibles and their own
deities, which are as sacred to them as ours are to us, and
have as much foundation, in fact; the believers in them will
by degrees recognise the falsity of such creeds, just as we are
beginning to do; there is really no need of our teaching
fellow mortals another faith which they must later unlearn
and renounce. Not many years ago a Christian missionary, on
his way to India, fell in with an intelligent and educated native,
who listened politely to the stranger’s exposition ofhis doctrines,
and then replied : “ If your chiefargument is the incarnation
of the Son of God, you are wasting your time in coming to
India. That is an old story with us. Almost every village
boasts of a divine incarnation.”

There we have the secret of missionary failures, as well as
obvious proof of the needlessness and absurdity of missionary
endeavors. We break into foreign dominions to teach the
inhabitants our way of viewing things, which is not neces-
sarily the best way, and now that they know more about the
working of our system at home they are less than ever dis-
posed to follow our lead. We condemn the oriental harem,
and the orientals point to the prostitutes wh<6 swarm our
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streets; we are horrified at opium smoking, and they ar®
horrified at whisky drinking ; we call them lazy and deceits
and superstitious, and they call us cruel and treacherous an
superstitious. It is evident that whatever prestige carlie
Christian missionaries may have enjoyed and profited
through the ignorance of the people to whom they ministefe
is now withdrawn, and, what is more injurious, not only 1
the cause, but also to the safety and welfare of the nation
which persist in sending them where they are not wanted, 1
the growing recognition on the part of the natives tna
worldly interests are mingled with spiritual zeal, and that tn
attempt to overthrow their national religion means also
desire to appropriate their national dominions.

For many years the troubles in Eastern countries have bee
largely due to complications arising from the encroachnien
of the missionaries who have become more bold with 1
extension of their activities through the immense resourc
furnished by the societies at home. It is no wonder tn
Turkey delays and hesitates to comply with the arrogan
demands of America in reference to a matter which certain J
has two sides. It is no wonder that China is rising up
rebel against the aggressions of foreign armies which 3
invading the empire under the pretence of protecting a ba
of religious interlopers who have no business to be there,
the present dangers can be conducted off, so as to res.
merely in the permanent abolishment of the Christian tn
sionary system, it will be a boon to the whole civilised w°
and a powerful guarantee for universal peace among 1
nations. Elizabeth E. Evans.

— Tmthseeker (New York).

Tolstoi on Missions in China.

The husband believes in Confucius. The religion of ,
forefathers is the one sacred thing of which he is supren.jce
conscious. Behold the wife of his bosom a prosejyte-y"»
a Christian, for the female proselyte’'s ardor is I''(JC
bounds, it knows no reason. Man and wife each think .
other eternally lost. Everything that he considers Perl r.
sible, lawful, good, is a crime in her eyes—a terrible, dang
ous error, at the very least. . slie
He thinks her faithless, a traitress to his ancestors >
calls him blind, walking in eternal darkness. And "iOfy
they meet in the common evening prayer, holy to the me*" (p
of their beloved dead, then the husband prays to them a |
his patron saints, while the wife mourns them as sinners”
lost. The husband thinks them in heaven ; the wife be
them to be in hell’'s deepest cavern. So the Christian' vy
has gained a soul, and society one more broken and U? s
marriage ! Woe to the family torn by fanatical, relig
strife. o . St o
Do you wonder that the missionaries were the n . te(
suffer by rope, by the stake, and bv torture when the s*8Tlled
of foreigners began wav down in China? They were \
for revenge—as professional arch-destroyers of the la ~jr
the Chinese holiest of holy. The missionaries carry QN Nfe
propaganda mainly among women ; that means they  dfill.
against husband. The Chinese regard them as mi
They go further—they call us liars for saying that o
makes us love all men as brethren, while at the sam
we treat the Chinese as dogs.

— Chicago American.

The Church and Children.

* ° H
We have become so accustomed to the rell’gious I'eijﬂﬁl
surrounds us that we do not notice all the atrocity, s' P pe(-
and cruelty with which the teaching of the Churcn ~e\
meated. We do not notice it, but children do, aa e
souls are irreparably maimed by this teaching. _ We
clearly to understand what we are really doing, J"a]led W
teach children so-called religion, in order to be app
the dreadful crime thus perpetrated. A pure, innoc ofle
as yet undeceived and undeceiving child comes to y°n' ~gWl
who has experience of life, and who possesses,
possess, all the knowledge now accessible to mank

inquires about those fundamenta' truths by which ma  Ofte"j
be guided in life. And how do we answer him? . ,s so™e
indeed, we do not answer, but anticipate hisquestio

he may be provided with an incited answer ready 10 =
when his question arises. But that is not the ¢ Of
child has a vague idea of that source of all, that ca aflJ &>

existence, that force in whose power he finds himse >[c aft'
possesses the elevated idea of this source—moe
inexpressible in words, but of which his whom
conscious—natural to all rational men._ At»"
instead of this, he is told that this source is

some sort of personal, self-willed, and dreadful e
the Jewish God. «

— Count Tolstoi.

ejse®
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Who Will Answer Prayer i

~ Congregational Minister Who at Last Sees the Truth that
the Providence of Man is Man.

Rev. William T. Brown, of Plymouth Congregational
Church, in Rochester, N.V., has reached and announced the
conclusion that prayer to God is superstition, and that we
must look to human association for the accomplishment of all
good things. In a recent sermon on the text, “ Shall not the
Judge of all the earth do right?” he asked the question

Who shall answer our prayer?” and spoke as follows _
The one thing that perpetuates prayer in the sense in
'yhich that word is used in the Bible is the assumption that

‘s a supreme being who possesses all power, who is
sthle and willing to answer human petitions, and whose one
Purpose is to do right. The significance of that fact is not
due to the mere circumstance that it appears in the Bible. It
1?7 due rather to the fact that it still characterises the bulk ot
Ile human race. Mankind cherishes to-day almost_as
generally as it did 2,000 years ago this faith that there is a
supreme judge who will do right. That is the faith which
Accounts for these churches and temples scattered by the
thousands all over the earth. That faith isimplicit in all our
fehgious services, in all the activity of our missionary societies,
*ualmost innumerable actions of our life and customs of our
Cvilisation.

, It is hardly necessary to multiply illustrations to establish
- truth of this assertion. This is a world of prayer. Our
leaTSare all Praser Our Sundays are days of prayer. At
to (PrAeg every §even days millions of voices are mingled
gether.in prayer for almost every conceivable thing.
s And is it not true that nowhere in all human experience is
tic- earrlestness, such longing, such whole-souled concentra-
oj.n of mind and will and affections, to be found as in this act
Prayer? It is at the supreme moments of our life that we
iy 3t t'le rnoment of our highest happiness and at the
i?dnt of our deepest sorrow. Here at this very moment,
ue we are under this roof where hundreds of prayers have
en uttered, all over our world are men and women of all
__Ces and religions pouring out their souls in an agony of
foTer; IMe millions of starving people in India praying for
0 ; the Boers praying for their independence; the Filipinos
si ayin£ for deliverance from what they regard as an oppres-
hen’ 7aBlers and mothers with streaming eyes and breakin
Oarts beseeching God to spare the lives of their dying love

1

f Bet it be freely admitted that prayer has fulfilled a useful
action of the life of men. No doubt that thousands of men

ffiad'V° rnen Mave been better for their praying. Prayer has
hearf Men.brave in battle. It.has afforded relief to human
resjsts In times of sorrow and danger and loss. And vyet it

" a? we all know, upon a pure superstition. No amount

of
sta™?y*nS will make the slightest difference in the lot of the

to .InR people in India. There is no judge of all the earth
Alilr  justlce 1°r them. They will echo this cry in vain,
yea I0nS  them are dying, and many millions more in the
arers 1° c°me are going to die of famine, and their prayers
cann® rnore effective than the blowing of the wind. No God
thev™0 anything for them. If they are ever to find relief, if
>t T 6 6Ver *° fulfilment °f their hopes and prayers,
ton,. *ulBlment must come by human hands. To many
has 10ns them such fulfilment can never come. No God
starJ° “ar PlIt in an appearance who can hear the cry of
thenilnf> India. No God exists who can do anything for
Pcrfe t Praers of the Boers are also vain. Had they not
beenctetl themselves in the use of the rifle, they would have
nOa r®fiuced to subjection long ago. All their praying is of
tbjnVa'h  Their nationality is a thing of the past. No such
yOaHas a Boer Republic will ever again be heard of. A few
sUn”? lence not a hundred men will be found outside the
t'on M4 s °f the two African Republics to regret their extinc-
its A The faith of those men is a delusion. No one questions
of (ilncerlty. No one will dispute the depth and earnestness
truuClr religion.  But it has no foundation laid deep in eternal
‘1l The God to whom they have prayed does not exist,
the afr®are men and women praying for rain, beseeching
retjwbu'Rhty to save them from drought. And they still
beiig In °utside our asylums for the insane ! Docs anyone
WeaqO tbeir prayers will have the slightest effect on the
of lere Certainly not. And yet it lies within the power
bow).6 nat‘on>within the power of organised society, and
PrayEQl 8lse 18 retermine that Questign. to answer tholse
Rfstit' + . are on,® rea%ing what we have sown. M
sts grea,’l Ra‘n we have not hesitated to denude our land of
Pr°ces 1iorests, and we are slowly coming to see that, by that
°f mO| . We are making disastrous changes in the distribution
bra) &/ | re over this continent. So have flood and drought
Until °ne followed in the footsteps of our national avarice,
But wee Inc™ourselves face to face with many grave problems,
hsto rear® a'so discovering that it is dperfectly possible for
. “We leay.this condition of things and solve our problems,
'b the f3re discovering slowly, and it is highly probable that

iesPect thUre we shaH make far greater progress in that
that man is the real mastér of nature, that nature
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has been waiting for man to assume his rightful place before
responding with her greatest resources. No sensible person
believes that we have gone beyond the kindergarten stage in
the discovery of the forces of this world, and in the mastery
of those forces. The coming centuries are, no doubt, to
witness the operation of a vaster chemistry than any other
has so far been dreamed of. It is a mistake to say that we
are the servants of nature. Such a position is contrary to all
reason. And we shall some time know that it is truer that
men make climate than that climate makes men. The
science of forestry is, in the near future, to answer our
prayers for protection against at least two great calamities.
A knowledge of the laws of health and the laws of sanitation,
and the establishment of normal and just conditions of labor
and recreation and leisure, will, beyond all question, solve
many another problem over which men and women in other
days were accustomed to pray.

“ What this world needs to-day, and what each individual
in it needs, is sanity and light. We need to put it far from
our minds that we are violating some divine law when we
affirm the supremacy of man. We are simply asserting the
divinest law the human mind can conceive of. We men and
women can make the sovereignty of love and the reign of
justice a reality. Within ourselves, and not elsewhere, does
that sublimest possibility lie. Not in the skies, not in the
life to come, nor in any reputed representative of Jehovah, for
no such representative exists, nor ever did exist, but in
humanity. We men and women have it in our power to
determine and establish what is right. We men and women
are clothed with the only divine attributes that exist, or ever
can exist. We men and women can answer every genuine
prayer that swells in our hearts. We men and women are in
our corporate capacity as the people, as humanity, as a nation,
as society, the manifestation in time and on the earth of
omnipotence and infinite benevolence. In our hands, on our
souls, rests all that tremendous responsibility which we have
been wont to invest the being of a God with. To human
association, and to that alone, are we to look for the accom-
plishment of any just or loving purpose in this world.”

Correspondence.

“CHRISTIAN FALSEHOODS.”
TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.”

Sir,—| have been away from London on a holiday, or
should have written sooner in reference toyour remarks which
appear in the Freethinker dated September 2. Let me at
once say that | had no wish to “ waste ” your space, but only
desired to present the facts as | understood them. But as
you have criticised my letter without publishing it, I now
venture to ask you to insert these few lines in reply to that
criticism.

(1) You write : “ It is nonsense to repeat that Dr. Horton’s
sermon may have been published without his knowledge or
sanction in such a journal.” | assure you it is not nonsense ;
it is the truth. The sermon, unless | am misinformed,
appeared entirely without the Doctor’s sanction, and, there-
fore, the accusation of “ deliberate falsehood,” made by Mr.
Cohen, is quite unwarranted and unjustifiable.

(2) My statement, that Darwin was “at least a nominal
Churchman,” is not “ a falsehood ” of mine, or the “ careless
echoing of a falsehood of someone else,” as you assert. It
is Darwin’s own admission, which you will find by referring
to his Life and Letters, vol. iii., p. 178.

(3) Speaking of his Christian burial, you observe: “ He
was dead then. That farce was arranged by others.” Well,
when living, he did not regard it as a “ farce.” In a letter to
his friend, Dr. J. D. Hooker, when writing of Lyell’s burial,
he said : “1 am deeply rejoiced...... and nothing could be
better than Westminster Abbey” {Life and Letters, vol. iii.,
p. 197). As Darwin thought that nothing could be better
than for Lyell to be laid in the great Christian Abbey, what
right is there for the suggestion that he would have wished
for something else for himself? A. H. Tabrum.

[This correspondent seems to think that repeating nonsense
makes it less nonsensical. We care nothing for his mysterious
“information.” If the report of the sermon by Dr. Horton was
unauthorised and inaccurate, let Dr. Horton disavow it. Until
he does so, we attach no importance whatever to Mr. Tabrum’s
explanations. With regard to Darwin, he suas a nominal Chris-
tian in his early days, but not after the age of forty. We have
his own word for it, in his Autobiography, that he ceased to be
a Christian and became an Agnostic. Sir Charles Lyell was a
Unitarian, and his burial in Westminster Abbey was not such a

farce as that of Darwin.—Editor.]

Minister—* | am sorry | didn’t see you at church yesterday,
Tummus.” Tummus—*“Weel, ye see, it wis siccan a wat day
it wisna fit to turn oot a dog in. But | sent the wife, sir.”—

Tit-Bits.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday,
and be marked "Lecture Notice,” i f not sent on post-card. ]

LONDON.

T he Athenaeum Hali (73 Tottenham Court-road, W .): 7.30,
G. W. Foote, " Does Death End Us?”

Camberwell (North Camberwell Hall, 61 New Church-road) :
7.30, C. Watts.

Open-air Propaganda.

Clapham Common: 3.15, C. Cohen.

Finsbury Park :3.30, A lecture.

Victoria Park (near the Fountain): 3.15, A. B. Moss, “ The
late Charles Bradlaugh and Colonel Ingersoll.”

Mile End Waste: 11.30, E. Pack; 7.15, W. J. Ramsey.
September 26, at 8.15, R. P. Edwards.

Battersea Park Gates: 11.30, Mr. White.

Kingsland (corner of Ridley-road) : 11.30, C. Cohen.

Hyde Park (near Marble Arch): 11.30, F. Schaller.

West Ham Branch (Stratford Grove): 11, S. E. Easton;
7.30, F. A. Davies.

Hammersmith (outside the Lyric Opera House): 7.15, F.
Schaller.

Kitburn (corner of Victoria-road): 7.15, R. P. Edwards.

COUNTRY.

Birmingham Branch: H. Percy Ward—11 (Bull Ring), "The
Coming School Board Election 7, see Saturday's Daily Mail.
Mr. Ward will lecture in the Bull Ring on Wednesday and
Friday evenings at 8—weather permitting.

Chatham Secular Society (Queen s-road, New Brompton):
2.45, Sunday-school; 7, E. M. Pack, “ Pious Sceptics.”

Liverpool (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square) : 7, S. Reeves,
“ Education.”

Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockingham-
street) : 7, Mr. Lill, “ Robert Owen, the Precursor of Social Pro-

ress.”

g South Shields (Captain Duncan’s Navigation Schools, Market-
place) : 7, Readings.

Lecturers’ Engagements.

C. Cohen, 17 Osborne-road, High-road, Leyton.—September
23, m., Ridley-road, Kingsland ; a., Clapham Common.

Arthur B. Moss, 44 Credon-road, London, S.E.—September
23, a., Victoria Park. October 7, a., Victoria Park.

H. Percy Ward, 2 Leamington-place, George-street, Balsall-
Heath, Birmingham. —September 23, Birmingham; 24 and
October 1, Debate in Birmingham. December 9, Glasgow.

F. A. Davies, 65 Lion-street, S.E.— September 23, e., Stratford.

THE BEST BOOK

ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM 1S, | BELIEVE,

TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND PRACTICE
OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.S.S.

160 pages, -withportrait and autograph, boundin cloth, gilt lettered,
Price is., postfree.

In order to bring the information within the reach of the poor, the
most important parts of the book are issued in a pamphlet of 112
pages at one penny, post free 2d. Copies of the pamphlet for
distribution is. a dozen post free.

The National Reformer of September 4, 1892, says: ” Mr.
Holmes’ pamphlet......is an almost unexceptional statement of the
Neo-Malthusian theory and practice......and throughout appeals
to moral feeling......The special value of Mr. Holmes’s service to
the Neo-Malthusian cause and to human well-being generally is
just his combination in his pamphlet of a plain statement of the
physical and moral need for family limitation with a plain account
of the means by which it can be secured, and an offer to all con-
cerned of the requisites at the lowest possible prices.”

The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr.
Allbutt, and others, have also spoken of it invery high terms.

Orders should be sent to the author,

J. R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAGE. BERKS.

PHOTOGRAPHY. Good Work only.

Every description of Photographs copied same size, reduced, or
enlarged. Cartds-de-Visite, 12, 3s. 6d. ; Cabinets, 6, 4s.; 12,
7s. 6d. Larger sizes at proportionate rates. Send is., with
photograph, for sample sheet of 12 midgets.

.Developing, Printing, etc., for Amateurs.

Geo. Cross, M.N.S.S., The Studio, 15 Cambridge Arcade,
Southport.
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WORKS BY G. W. FOOTE.

Crimes of Christianity. By G. W. Foote and J. M. Wheeler.
Hundreds of exact references to Standard Authors. An ur
answerable Indictment of Christianity. Vol. 1., cloth g1“
216 pp., 2s. 6d.

The Jewish Life of Christ. Being the Sepher Toldoth Jeshu, or
Book of the Generation ofJesus. Edited, with an Historic»
Preface and Voluminous Notes, by G. W. Foote and J.
Wheeler. 6d. ; superior edition, superfine paper, cloth, is.

Letters to the CIerTgy. By G. W. Foote. Sub}g’\ectsCreation
—The Believing Thief on the Cross—The Atonement—UJa
Testament Morality— Inspiration—Credentials of the Gospel-
Miracles—Prayer. 128 pp., is.

Flowers Of Freethought. (First Series.) By G. W. Foote.
Fifty-one essays on a variety of Freethought topics. 24PP’
cloth, 2s. 6d.

Flowers Of Freethought. (Second Series.) By G. W. Foote-
Fifty-eight essays on a further variety of Freethought toPics‘
302 pp., cloth, 2s. 6d.—These two volumes of Flowers foml
together a complete Garden of Freethought. Every aspect O
Reason and Falith is treated somewhere, and always in a popua
style. Contains much of the author’s best writing.

John Morley as a Freethinker. By G. W. Foote. valuable
references to Mr. Morley's writings.” Good for Freethinkers
read first, and then lend to their Christian friends. 2d.

Is Socialism Sound? Four Nights’ Public Debate betweeE
G. W. Foote and Annie Besant. Verbatim, and revised j
both disputants, is.; superior edition in cloth, 2S.

The Sign of the Cross. A Candid Criticism of Mr. Wilson
Barrett’s Play, showing its gross partiality and its ridicule
historic inaccuracy, with special reference to the (probabw
forged passage in Tacitus and the alleged Neronic massacre
Christians. Handsomely printed, 6d.

The Birth Of Christ. From the original Life ofJesus by .~
famous Strauss. With an introduction by G. W. Foote,
most thorough Analysis and Exposure of the Gospel Story bj
Master Hand. 6d.

Christianity and Secularism. Public Debate between G. ' ’
Foote and Rev. Dr. McCann. Verbatim Report, revised )
both disputants, is.; superior edition in cloth, is. 6d.

Bible Heroes. From Adam to Paul. By G. W. Foote. Jj
structive, interesting, amusing and honest; in fact, the s
honest book on the subject. 200 pp., cloth, 2s. 6d. ”

The Grand OIld Book. A Reply to the Grand Old Man-

G. W. Foote. An Exhaustive Answer to Mr. Gladste
Impregnable Rock o fHoly Scripture, is.; cloth edition, Is-

Will Christ Save Us? By G. W. Foote. An Examination O
Claims of Jesus Christ to be considered the Savior of the 2?/
Contains much Historic Information on Slavery, the Posdi
Woman, General Social Progress, and the advance of Sci
and Freethought in opposition to Christian bigotry. 6d.

Darwin on God. B?/ G. W. Foote. A full and minute aOC™ js
of Darwin’s mental development, with a brief Memoir o
grandfather, the famous Erasmus Darwin ; containing a’eit-
passages in Darwin's works, and in his Life and Letters,

~—
p_e
n

ing directly or indirectly on the subject of religion. n
Freethinker should have, and keep, a copy of this img®
little volume. 6d.; cloth, ts.

J

Theism or Atheism. Public Debate between G. W.*Foote a
the Rev. W. T. Lee. Verbatim Report, revised by both
putants. Well printed and neatly bound, is.

Bible and Beer. By G. W. Foote. Showing the Absurdity a
basing Teetotalism on the Christian Scriptures. 9arC,l-
thorough, and accurate. Freethinkers should keep this Pa
phlet by them. 4d.

Reminiscences of Charles Bradlaugh. By G. W.
Written directly after Bradlaugh's death, and conlelsc*
personal anecdotes and characteristics not to be foun
where. Necessary to those who want to know the
Bradlaugh. of

The Shadow Of the Sword. A Moral and Statistical Esstty jt

War. By G. W. Foote. Christian papers have ca

“ powerful ” and 4 masterly.” 2d ~ ised

Infidel Death-Beds. By G. W. Foote. Second edition, ~ours
and much enlarged. Contains authentic details O a

of sixty-two historic Freethinkers, and in most cas ~ aliCe.
of their lives. Precise references given in every
8d.; cloth, 1s. 3d. r FoOte. *
Comic Sermons and other Fantasias. By g. Syt
selection of the author's best satirical writings. Sin—T
A Sermon on Summer—A Mad Sermon—A Sermo  Aristal®
Bishop in the Workhouse—A Christmas Sermon™ 7 JudfE
Eve in Heaven—Bishop Trimmer’s Sunday Dmry stmaST
and the Devil—Satan and Michael—The First cho—
Adam’s Breeches—The Fall of Eve—Joshua an
Baby God—Judas Iscariot. 8d. pcad®

Royal Paupers. Showing what Royalty does for the.

and what the People do for Royalty. By G. W. OO0 cy as
Open Letters to Jesus Christ. By G. W. Foote.

well as Argumentative. Something Unique, 4di
Philosophy of Secularism. By G. W. Foote. - d
The Bible God. A Scathing Criticism. By G. W. "'00

London : The Freethought Publishing Company) LiQl
| Stationers’ Hall Court, E.C.
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BIBLE ROMANCES.

By G. W. FOOTE.

CONTENTS
Tre Creation Story. The Tower of Babel. Balaam’s Ass. A Virgin Mother.
Bve and the Apple. Lot's Wife. God in a Box. The Resurrection.
Cain and Abel. The Ten Plagues. Jonah and the Whale. The Crucifixion.
Noah's Flood. The Wandering Jews. Bible Animals. John’s Nightmare.

THE SECOND (REVISED) EDITION COMPLETE.
160 Pages. Bound in Cloth. Price Two Shillings.
Free by Post at the Published Price.

PoodEIm? ne?™ 6ttle volume before us, which ought to be read by everyone desirous of the truth in such matters. Mr.
Jy'Salwa>s bright, and the topics dealt with are of a nature to awaken interest even in the dullest mind.”—

tHE FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING Co., Ltd., i STATIONERS HALL COURT, LONDON, E.C.

A New Edition

More truth) o
INGERSOLL'S

Clearance of Last Season’s « MISTAKES OF MOSES/

Lad |eS’ J ac kets . Handsomely printed on good paper and bound in stiffpaper covers.
LOT 5. Price One Shilling.

1 Lady’s Jacket. Worth 20s.
1 Black or Navy Dress Length. Also an Edition de Luxe
1 Lady's Umbrella. Printed on Superfine Paper and Elegantly Bound in Cloth.
1 Lady’s Blouse.
1 Fancy Apron. Price Half-a-Crown.
1 Linen Handkerchief.
1 Large Sample of Free Clothing Tea. London : The Freethought Publishing Company, Limited,
All for los. 6d. Carriage Paid. 1 Stationers’ Hall Court, E.C.
1* forget our last offer. A Suit and Watch NOW READY,
) or Photographs of Mr. W, FOOTE
otographs of Mr.  W. ,
L O T || President X. S. S., Editorof Freethinker.
1 Pair Pure Wool Blankets. )
1 Pair Large Bed Sheets. T;es:harek_ezcellent [f)o':ralés, an((:j the [;rhocteeds of:‘ theS sa:tre]s
1 Beautiful Figured Quilt. (by e_ indness o r. Geo. Cross, _ otographer, South-
. port) will be handed to the Twentieth Century Fund.
1 White or Colored Tablecloth. ’ ) i
1 Long Pillow Case. Cabinets is., postage id.

Larger size, 12 by 10, when mounted, 2s. 6d., postage 2d.
Order from Miss Vance, i Stationers’ Hall Court, Ludgate

Hill, E.C.
EGETARIAN, Health Foods, Drinks, and other Household

Goods. Vegetarlan Temperance Advanced Thought,
Humane, and Dress Reform Literature.  Send stamp for price

1 Pair Short Pillow Cases.
1 Large Sample of Free Clothing Tea.

All for 21s. Carriage Paid.

'GOT!, 2 & 4 Union-street, Bradford,

list) 3. 0. BATES, Vegetarian Stores, Victoria-street,
Gloucester.

WaiteS’ L ive r P | I IS_ (Mention the Freethinker.)

Pest p HE LEICESTER SECULAR SOCIETY invites Freethinkers
<S, %ﬁt) anil.y Mediciné i the World. Wil cure Liver, and Ethicists throughout the country to contribute gifts of
a0 ab Stomach Diseases effectually. toys, furniture, clothing books, pictures, etc., to its BAZAAR

. . . to be held in September, 1900. The Society carries on its work
ty ~nts Alieart Troubles and Cardiac Complaints, Female by means of lectures, library, Sunday-school, Young People’s
G i4 OrAnziT>ig, etc. is. i}id. and 2s. gd. per box. Post Ethical Guild, classes in Ethics, Psychology, Socmlogy etc., and

q 33 stamps. Directions with each box. it desires to extend its activities.—F. J. Gould, Secretary, Secular
. Hall, Humberstone-gate, Leicester.
' T®Maites, Herbalist, Stockton-on-Tees.
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NOW READY,

THE BIBLE HANDBOOK

FOR
FREETHINKERS AND INQUIRING CHRISTIANS.
EDITED BY

G. W. FOOTE and W. P. BALL.
A NEW EDITION, REVISED, AND HANDSOMELY PRINTED.

CONTENTS :
Part 1.—Bible Contradictions. Part 11.—Bible Absurdities. Part 111.—Bible Atrocities-
Part 1V.—Bible Immoralities, Indecencies, Obscenities, Broken Promises, and Unfulfilled Pi’ophecieS

Cheap Edition, in paper covers, is. 6d.; Best Edition, hound in cloth, 2s. 6d.

“This is a volume which we strongly commend to all interested in the study of the Judaic-Christian ~'r'*?ers
It is edited by G. W. Foote and W. P. Ball, and published by the Freethougiit Publishing Company, 1 Stati
Hall Court, London, E.C., price is. 6d. Indeed, we cannot conceive any Christian as having a faith worth reg vajle
unless he has studied this remarkable volume. Teachers in Sunday and elementary schools will find it of sped*1 ~5
as an aid to the exposition of the Christian religion from a thoughtful and critical standpoint. It is a perfect army ? is
and comparisons. Since 1888 it has been the standard volume of the subject with which it deals, and its popm
emphasised by the fact that the public have demanded a new edition.”—Reynolds's Newspaper.

THE FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING Co., Ltd., i STATIONERS" HALL COURT, LONDON,

THE FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING COMPANY, LITD.

Registered under the Companies’ Acts 1862 to 1890.

Capital £5,000 in Shares of £1 each. Ordinary Shares, £4,000. Deferred Shares,
The Balance of Ordinary Shares are Offered for Subscription. Payable as follows
2s. 6d. per Share on Application. 6s. 6d. per Share on October 1, 1900.
5s. od. ,, . ,, Allotment. 6s. od. ,, . ,, January x, 1901-

(Shares may he paid up in full if convenient.)

Registered Office— 1 Stationers’ Hall Court, Ludgate Hill, London, E.C.
Secretary— E. M. V ance (Miss). j
[The Prospectus has been printed in the Freethinker, and its contents are well known to the r

APPLICATION FORM FOR ORDINARY SHARES.
TO THE DIRECTORS OF THE FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING COMPANY, Limited- it

Gentlemen,— Having paid to the Company’s Secretary the sum of £ ... . being 3 G refit™
2s. 6d. per Share on application fOr ...........osewsisseess Sheaves of A1 eaehl In the above-pamed Gomp3lpasr Daf p

you to allot me fHSf number of $hares, and tI agree to accept the same or any smalffér ndh!'5 ‘tomp -
an In m cuKiprt Momiarerulimi A -fl ¢ A-e- * i al Ol I | A

to me, and 1 agree to pay the further instalments upon such allotted Shares as the same snau ™~ e
required by the said Prospectus. In the event of my not receiving an allotment, the amount to be re

Name (in full)
Address.
Description Date

All Cheques, etc., to be made payable to the Company, and crossed. gecretar3r'

Freethinkers are invited to fill in the above Form, c.nd send same with their remittance to N

Published by The Frebthought Publishing Company, Limited, at i Stationers’ Hall Court, Lcn<~0



