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GLADS!tone once remarked on 
ln which Providence had fitted 

man’s habitation.

the beautiful 
up the earthhad

He spoke as a dweller on 
conveniently situated, enjoying a

” hich “  .... .............-  ............................ -a]j ce and equable climate, and extremely free from 
v0|c s ° f  natural convulsions. Great Britain has no 
qUâ n°,es> >t seldom feels the slightest effects o f earth- 
What ’ 11 's rarely troubled with violent tempests, and 
fortJlgtVer noxious animals it may have possessed in 
IW a£es have been practically exterminated during 
c°uld CenfUr'es of settled civilisation. Mr. Gladstone 
adva easi'y talk as he did from a position of such 
to (j|sj &e- But he had only to turn his mind’s eye 
fol]y Qant Parts of the world in order to perceive the 
glat)Ce what he was saying. He might have cast a 
British* !°r 'nstance, at India, which is a part of 
Was ^rapire, and for the government o f which 
that ° re ^ an once to some extent responsible, 
by reptq ntr  ̂ ab °ut 25,000 people are killed every ye]

Eu° USatldsCllr0n

In "^mes, and about the same number by wild beast: 
att|.an?t'ler country, Japan, which has latterly bee.. 
a^ acting- much attention, earthquakes and tidal waves 
‘r e n .1  frecl uent occurrence, and sometimes cause 
' e,lr'r‘“  ̂ destruction, involving the death of

of men, women, and children. N ot even 
nap - *s free from these “ visitations,”  although they 
the \ ^ ere in a modified form. Europe, too, is on 
But Ie Pretty free from blight, pestilence, and famine. 
are ? ^ er parts o f the globe are less fortunate. W e 
l°od avvare how India has been suffering from lack of 
per* aricl how myriads of her dusky inhabitants have 
This s,owly  ancl miserably, o f sheer starvation, 
did as been due to no fault o f their own. Rain 

to fertilise the earth ; consequently there 
and as the people

has

. not fall
Ho 

1 do'‘ved jU Cr°P> or a very poor one
S h  r n t0 th e  l ° west level o f subsistence already, 

¡ac n° prospect left them but that of a sad and
aA  death.
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mhumanity to man makes countless thou-
ut ti1tn?Urn>” The poet’s words are only too true, 

deity 6 *_nhumanity of God— for we are told that a 
¡^ecy S’des over nature— is the source o f far greater 

^ rhat is death

îth
Jai
the
°ut

fed _____ on the battlefield to the pro-
,,sacrt0rture ° f  death by cancer? W hat are the 
•̂th t^ s ° f  an Abdul the Damned in comparison 

Painfpi annual slaughter in any single nation by 
e0ptC lseases, which are supposed to be under 

, - by j!"0' ° f  Providence? The eyes that are put 
'Odej | ru*-al tyrants are nothing to those that are 

^ ’'dercfj,^. 'Veakness, malady, or accident. All the 
a . 'n the world are feeble destroyers o f life 

'tlfanti"-tUUraI destroyer like consumption. W e read 
V e ^ ^ d c  being still practised in some countries, but

of
?*ti
•hfiantif
X t Î ^ a J l
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ls to say, God, if there be a God— practises 
over the world. Even in the most civilised 

° ae-half o f all the children die before they are 
plainly, and often after the most pitiable

suffering. It is easy, of course, to say that these deaths, 
and this suffering, are preventible. They would be so if 
man were wiser and better. But both his intellect and 
his character are determined by causes which were in 
operation before he was born. Man did not make him­
self. W e are told that he has a Maker. V ery well 
then, it is the Creator and not the creature who is 
responsible for all that is, and for all that happens. 
On the Theistic hypothesis, men are but pieces with 
which God plays the infinite game of the universe. 
Christians even allege that he has a great and skilful 
opponent, called the D e v il; and between these two 
players man is as helpless as are the cards, pawns, 
chessmen, and dominoes in the games which he plays 
himself.

Christian Theism prevails in America as well as in 
Europe, and the theologians over there have the same 
problems to face that are the despair of intelligent 
divines over here. Some of them, no doubt, will have 
a good deal to say about the terrible tornado which has 
wrought such havoc in Texas. But in the end their 
sermons and apologies will only come to this, that God 
moves in a mysterious way his wonders to perform. 
Theologians always finish in a cloud of mystery. Their 
final word— to quote Milton— is “  Dark, dark, dark !” 
But when the calamity and the argument are forgotten, 
they pretend that their faith is as clear as daylight.

This Texas tornado was a terrible affair. W hole 
towns have been wiped out. Miles of country have 
been devastated. Hundreds of vessels have been 
wrecked. Thousands of houses have been destroyed.
A  multitude of people have been ruined. Men have 
perished in hundreds. W omen with children in their 
arms have been drowned or crushed to death. The very 
graves have been turned up, and the buried corpses swept 
out to sea. Darkness completed the terror of the scene, 
and the most superstitious may well have thought that the 
Day of Judgment was at hand. The damage amounts 
to millions of pounds. But what is that beside the horror, 
the agony, the sufferings of the killed, and the awful 
misery of many of the survivors who move about in a 
strange world without wife, or child, or friend ? This 
is the worst bitterness of such a catastrophe.

A hospital was blown down ”  at Galveston. O f 
course it was. How could it be expected to with­
stand the storm ? But that hospital was presumably 
full o f the sick, and perhaps the dying. One would 
think that Providence might have made an exception in 
this case. Hospitals are not to be fired on in besieged 
cities. But when Providence lets loose the artillery 
of heaven, nothing is sacred ; everything is over­
whelmed in a blind fury.

W e read that doctors made heroic efforts to help the 
injured, that the surviving citizens strove to save their 
fellow men and women, and that the sympathy of 
America is hastening to the relief o f the homeless and 
destitute. All that is good. It gives a happy thrill 
to every tender heart. But does it not show that man 
is more merciful than his God ?

G. W . F o o te ,
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Ethical Confusion.

W ith certain ethical writers there appears to be great 
confusion of thought, both as to the nature of a moral 
act, and also as to the method which should be adopted 
to promote right conduct. There is an absence of any 
definite idea as to the real incentive to the perform­
ance of good actions. Unfortunately, it is a habit 
upon the part of many of those who profess to be 
ethical teachers to subserve too much to popular pre­
judices. Such persons, while avow ing their desire to 
discard all allegiance to orthodox restrictions upon 
questions of morals, mar their advocacy by trying to 
impart to it a religious tone. That is, they announce 
their rejection of Christianity, and yet they retain one 
of its worst features— namely, setting up a false ethical 
ideal. They obscure modern truths by clinging to the 
influence of ancient errors. They boldly assert their 
renunciation of orthodoxy, and, at the same time, fall 
back upon the very basis of orthodox belief to support 
their ethical claims. It is such theories as these “ that 
palter with us in a double sense ; that keep the word 
of promise to our ear, and break it to our hope.”

This truth has been impressed upon our mind by 
reading a pamphlet by Dr. Stanton Coit, and a recent 
article by another prominent worker in the Ethical 
Movement, Mr. George A. Smith. Dr. Coit, speaking 
on behalf o f the Ethical Society, is particularly anxious 
to record that his Association is not Agnostic, and that 
it is “ distinct from Positivism, Secularism, and Social­
ism .”  O f course, he is quite right in taking this 
position if he deem it the best course to adopt, but in 
doing so it would have been more ethical not to have 
sought to establish the superiority of his own move­
ment by depreciating and misrepresenting other organi­
sations, whose members aim to secure the moral 
elevation of the people by means free from all theo­
logical folly. The Doctor alleges (in his pamphlet, The 
Ethical Movement Defined, pp. 7 and 8) that his advo­
cacy is distinct from Secularism, and to prove this he 
s a y s :—

“ They [the Secularists], as their very name implies, 
are reactionists against theology ; whereas we demand 
simply that theology be not made the condition of spiritual 
fellowship. Moreover, the Secularists, while affirming 
the dignity and worth of this world, and attempting to 
reconstruct society, do not lay down good character and 
right conduct as the starting-point of all social reform ; 
in this we are more definite than they ; they are in danger 
of incoherence, now setting up political power and now 
industrial revolution as the true means of making society 
happy and ju s t; whereas we would start from the moral 
sentiment and recognise that mechanical changes in 
institutions and the execution of better laws must be 
supported by the moral consciousness of the community. 
Environment and law also affect character; but the 
impetus towards the doing away with evil conditions of 
life must arise in men who are bound together for the 
spread of goodness in the world.”

Here the Doctor fails to show his usual acumen. His 
statement of the Secularist’s position is from first to 
last misleading and erroneous. Contrary to his state­
ment, Secularists do “ lay down good character and 
right conduct as the starting-point of all social reform.” 
It is not correct to allege that we, as Secularists, set up 
political power, etc., as the “ means of m aking society 
happy and ju st.”  Undoubtedly such means are useful 
in progressive work. But the Secular Society is not a 
political organisation, its efforts being directed to des­
troying the evils o f theology, and to teaching that 
environment and law do affect character. The Secular 
idea of right and w rong is that neither is the mere 
accident of the time, and that these terms do not repre­
sent a condition which is the result of “ chance on 
the contrary, they denote actions which are the outcome 
of a law based upon the fitness of things. The primary 
truths in morals are as axiomatic as those in mathe­
matics. Moreover, there is in the mind of every 
properly constituted person an appreciation of right and 
a detestation of wrong. W e urge that vice should be 
shunned because it is w rong to individuals, and also to 
society, to indulge in i t ; and that virtue should be 
practised because it is the duty of all to assist, both by 
precept and example, to elevate the human family.

Dr. Coit seems very desirous that his ethical propa­
ganda should be considered as something distinct from

Secularism. But w h y? So far as the Ethical 
ment is used as a medium to inculcate moral princ'P >s 
with a view of elevating the human race, its objec 
precisely the same as that o f the Secularists. ’
ethical teachers have adopted in this particular the v 
teachings of Secularism. For instance, the,Do 
says the Ethicist’s desire is “ to change the physica 
social environment of men, so that it shall be 111
favorable to a truly human life....... that right conduc^e
of supreme importance....... that the grandeur oj
motive to be upright and just is not diminished  ̂
whit by omitting the ideas of personal immortality 
of a personal G od.” This is exactly what Secular _

It alleges that, with the extensive know ie^ 
now exists, allied with intellectual culture, . 

not difficult to demonstrate that man ought to « 0 ^  
duty for reasons which belong alone to this life... 
are told that our forefathers made this island inhahi  ̂
by destroying the wild beasts that once infested it 
it appears to the Secularist that a greater work 
that remains to be done, which is to subdue t”e(.j)ere 
passions of man. Secularism further teaches that j  
are in nature certain laws, independent of any sUP"lC,r3l 
supernatural religion, and that what we term the n 
state is one wherein man is enabled to recognlsetrtie 
wisdom of compliance wTith such laws. It is if

teaches.
which

that men may refuse to obey the moral law_  ̂
they do, they must suffer in consequence. This fadV. ... ---  . ^
reason why men should be moral, inasmuch as u eS 
of being so brings its own reward. It not on^  ss 
immunity from suffering, and adds to the heal ^  
of society, but it exalts those who obey the mora  ̂
in the estimation of the real noblemen of nature- 
man of honor— one whose word is his bonfli  ̂ 3nd 
practises virtue in his daily life— wins thetne respect ^
confidence of all who know him, and he there  ̂y^ ^1
an example that will be useful to emulate ; an ...jty of 
the same time acquires for himself a tranqui u ,̂3n 
mind known only to the consistent devotee ot 
À o d n ess. __ chini s
" W h i le  probably agreeing with the Secular tea ^
here given, Dr. Coit says that Secularists a,‘ v' j s thc 
tionists against theology.” Yes, we are, and so as 
Doctor, if his words have any consistent ITieafn ^ la5 
the following statements of his, which we take  ̂* ^ a

titpamphlet referred to above, will show .—  , ê;
know at least sufficiently well for practical Ju ;jea ^ 
what goodness in human character is. But the 1 cls- 
a personal Creator of the universe has baffled the Me 
lative efforts of the best disciplined and P 11, vjo<‘
minds....... In our view of life and the universe t  ̂ 0(
ship ‘ o f righteousness takes the place which
Christ holds in the Christian view ....... W e deman^ ^
no one shall make the ideas of a personal G riff*11 
immortality the bond of religious union.. • pel'
conduct is more important than the worship 0
sonal God or of Christ in the heart.” Surely th°s. „¡stS

‘ reaCular«sfll
against theology.”  Then why depreciate 
for teaching that which the Doctor himself pr°P 
An ethical teacher should be above f o s t e r i n g ' Sê '
nesses and prejudices of popular delusions.
larists consider it to be their duty to say t differ^0'
mean, and to mean what they say. The great  ̂ $ei 
between Dr. Coit and ourselves appears to be 
recognising the fallacies and evils of theology^ uS a® 
and openly attack them, while he, agreeing ' '  ^  jo } 
to the fallacies and errors, prefers to favor
modified form. W hich is the more ethical ana * ^
method o f the two for preparing the human m'n to 
t le . reception o f moral truths we leave the rea 
decide. the0.

That the D octor’s mind is still influenced by .st
logical absurdity  is evident from  his notions of G ,,J
who, the Doctor thinks, was perfect. He saj(f¡Js0- 
detect no fault in the life o f Christ.” He was 
lutely perfect, and the only perfect person that ^

the I c a ^ i
lived.” To us such statements, to say 

W ill Dr. Coit kindly inform
tis

what pv? '  ^  ^ r• Coit kindly niiom* -  . fat
can bp , tence h<r bases his erroneous ideas ? \ eStv 
ment n T ™  C.hrist we learn from thc N e ^ % „  

u , according to the character giv®n eifect'. 
particular thoroughlythere,he was in every particular thorougni;' 

Apart from the fact that he revealed nothin? ^  
value, and that he taught no virtues tha
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unknown, the emulation of many ot tne traits in his 
t o t t e r  would certainly not illuminate human nature

of the traits in his
afaetPf ---

to-day, nor would it remove the physical evils or dispelthe dense. _ - mental and moral darkness which we find
lis tin g  so extensively in our midst. He taught false
notions of existence, had little or no knowledge of
Science ; he misled his followers by claiming to be what
® was not, and he deceived himself by his own credulity.
e lacked experiential knowledge, frequently living the

1 ® ° f  an ascetic, and taking but slight interest in the
a airs of this world. Not only was his imperfection
apparent in his being subject to such human weaknesses
as hunger, anger, and uncontrollable passion, but his
ery limited experience prevented him from being a

Perfect man. Moreover, he exhibited no high degree
6. ®.xcellence, discrimination, or courage in any sphere

*fe in which he was placed. As a son, he lacked
ection and consideration for the feelings of his parents,

s a teacher, he was mystical and rude ; and as a
®asoner, he was defective and illogical. Lacking a true
‘Ut.bod of reasoning or uniformity of character, Christ
xnibited a strange example— an example injudicious to
xalt and dangerous to emulate. A t times he was
®vere when he should have been gentle. W hen he
‘grit have reasoned he frequently rebuked. \Vhen he

ught to have been firm and resolute he was vacillating
j “ timid. W hen he should have been happy and
ir/ !^.be was sorrowful and desponding. After preach-

as the one thing needful, he himself lacked it
u ei1 he required it most. Thus on the cross, when a
fu,»vviedge of a life o f integrity, a sensibility o f the

'ment of a good mission, a conviction that he was
0f!ng for a good and righteous cause, and fulfilling the

°Ject of his life— when all this should have given him
0ral l e n g t h ,  we find him giving vent to grief and
sPair. In this scene we have a true indication of the

“®neral character of Christ. Here was one who came
to l ar*b w *th a mission to perform, a part o f which was
de t'6 0n f̂ *e cross » yet, when the time arrived for his
h6St'ny to be fulfilled, he sought to avoid his fate, and
a <• ,,rank from that death which was said to give life to
q aUen world. I f  Christ had been to his age what
h. r'v'In> Spencer, Clifford, and Huxley have been to
¡ Present generation ; if he had written a book teach-
rev 111611 bow to avoid the miseries of life if he had

ea|ed the mysteries of nature, and exhibited the
u.f'es of the arts and sciences, what an advantage he

. o have conferred upon mankind !
„  1 ext week we will deal with the fallacies of Mr. v,eor-

A. Smith. C harles W a t t s .

Another Prop Going.

tigI)VrLE while back the Methodist Church was lament- 
tho„e. 6 !ar" e leakage in its organisation. Every yearQOusanrt .
aithou l dropped away from its membership, and 
sli&ht • *be S ™ 3 number of members showed a 

n Itlcrease, yet, compared with the growth of 
The £?PuIation, there was a substantial shrinking. 
resnp„,.es*ey an Methodist body is not peculiar in this
reliT ect. If a close examination were made, all|0>j_
tiUch fif 0r&an*sations would be found to be in pretty 
rent th 6 same position. Their growth is more appa 
hiituhg atl rea  ̂ ’ whatever increase there is 
‘ncreg^8 .° f  any Church is trifling compared 
sSerus 6, !n the non-religious population. No strategy 
Sund:.ab'!  to alter this condition of things.

in
to

the
the

services,
Pleasant

sermons baited with the 
storg"stlVe title “ To Men O nly,” the offer to provide 
lis to ^ e  fo r ■ •

of

a^ernoon

t04 e  fif £ Ue “,|steu { or blcycles whose owners may feel inclined to 
°f o(h a service by way o f a rest ; these and hundreds 
fhe ejtQ  ̂ lod ges are all more or less ineffective to stop

to r'sin
add

us from the Churches. This still continues, and 
S  lamentations o f the clergy concerning it seemrx

'veefU 1°  tbe trouble rather than to diminish it._ A  few 
q u *  back the Convocation of Canterbury raised the 
able ,0a of the supply and quality of the clergy obta.n- 
appe' H°th were, it seemed, p<5or, and there did no 
<  „  l,0 be any immediate chance of improving either 
of u °r tbe other. And now, added to all these troubles 
Sum  rejjg i°us world, comes the doleful report of t e 
att5:?.y School Union, which begs to call the prayerful 

1 0n of au devout Christians to the fact that

Sunday-schools, too, are in an eminently unsatisfactory 
condition. In common with the Churches, they show a 
marked decline of membership, so that it is clear that 
the same causes which thin the adult assemblage 
operate also in reducing the number of juvenile 
devotees.

When in 1782 Robert Raikes opened the first Sunday- 
school, the main object was to provide a little elementary 
education for the much-neglected laboring classes. 
Education had hitherto been under the control of the 
Church, and the Church understood its interest too well 
to pay much attention to the matter. The schools were 
opened on_Sunday presumably because that was the only 
day on which the working class possessed a little leisure 
time. The Church regarded the enterprise of Raikes 
with anything but serene satisfaction, and, had it had its 
way, the movement would have come to an early termi­
nation. But, as the schools grew, the Church, pursuing 
its time-honored policy, found it convenient to patronise 
a movement that it had failed to destroy. One thing 
was in its favor. The schools were called Sunday^ 
schools, and everything connected with Sunday was 
expected to be dismally religious, with the result that 
the schools, instead of being places where some attempts 
at general instruction were made, gradually became 
places devoted to the conning of Bible texts and the 
delivery of addresses far below in merit even the 
average sermon.

It is only to be expected that the fare served out in 
Sunday-schools should be of a much poorer quality than 
that dished up in the churches. W ith adults some little 
care and discrimination must be exercised ; with young 
children and the immature of both sexes the case is 
different, and that it is no uncommon feature to find the 
clergy denouncing a set of beliefs in the pulpit, and con­
niving at their being taught in the schools under their 
control. But there is a limit to the endurance of even 
Sunday-school teachers and pupils, and this has been 
shown by several events of recent date. Addressing 
the April meeting of the Yorkshire Association of 
Sunday-school Unions, the Rev. C. F. Aked, of Liver­
pool, speaking as one who had, “ from the infant-class 
to the office of superintendent, graduated in the Sunday- 
school,” said :—

“ I have no hesitation in saying that the Sunday-schools 
of the land are too often the strongholds of obsolete ideas, 
of obscurantism, of reaction against progress and light, 
of cast-iron systems which have been repudiated by 
educated people outside the Sunday-schools for fifty
years...... Theories and doctrines and methods which are
discredited by every educated preacher in the land, and 
teaching which you have not heard from any educated 
pulpit for a score of years or more, are common in our 
Sunday-schools.”

O f course, it might be urged in defence of Sunday- 
schools that people do not go there, as a rule, to obtain 
useful knowledge. That has certainly not seemed a 
powerful motive with the Sunday-school scholars that 
have come under my notice, nor, judging by the look of 
the teachers, do they seem capable of imparting it. W hy 
children do go to Sunday-school is easy to discover. 
Hazlitt said that, if you asked the average middle-class 
Englishman why he went to church, he would tell you 
in strict confidence he went because his wife took him ; 
and, so far as young children are concerned, they are at 
Sunday-school because their parents send them. And 
they are sent, I imagine, for the most part for reasons 
other than religious. Mr. Howard Evans, writing in 
the Christian World, remarks that “ many thousands of 
parents who are seldom, or never, seen in the House of 
God have yet such a sense of religious duty as to send 
their children to our Sunday-schools with more or less 
regularity.”  W ell, did it never strike Mr. Evans'that 
parents with a strong “ sense of religious duty ”  would 
have set their children an example by going to church 
themselves ? Is it unreasonable to assume that these 
“  thousands of parents ” look on the Sunday-school 
teacher as a kind of volunteer nursemaid— a function 
which, I have little doubt, the majority are well fitted 
to discharge— and, therefore, send their children princi­
pally to get them out of the way while they enjoy their 
Sunday afternoon nap ? If all the children sent for this 
reason were expelled, there would be a sad shrinkage in 
the number of attendances. And when we get beyond 
the young children, I am of opinion that the dawning 
consciousness of sex, with its thousand subtle influences,
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has far more to do with bringing youths of both sexes 
to Sunday-schools than any interest in Biblical teaching 
or religious doctrine.

Not that even this is able to keep them there, for in 
the last annual report of the Sunday-school Union two 
things are mournfully admitted : first, that there is a 
tremendous falling off in the number of attendances, 
and, secondly, that the decrease is greatest among 
scholars above the age of fourteen years. T aking the 
figures as they are presented, we find that during the 
past year the W esleyan Methodist Church shows a 
decrease of 5,400 scholars, the Baptists chronicle a 
decrease of 7,000, Calvinistic Methodists 4,200, United 
Methodist Free Churches 3,000, Presbyterians 1,400, 
the Free Church of Scotland 4,300, and the Established 
Church 7,000. Altogether these seven churches show a 
substantial decrease of 32,300 scholars— a phenomenon 
as cheering to the Secularist as it is depressing to the 
religionist. The above figures represent an actual 
decrease in the number of scholars on the registers 
of Sunday-schools, but their significance is increased 
enormously by two considerations. The first is that, as 
the population increases at the rate of about 300,000 
per year, the loss is really far greater than it appears at 
first sight, since, even though there were no actual 
decrease, there would be a loss of ground relatively to 
population. Secondly, the figures given as to the 
number of Sunday-school scholars are not quite what 
they seem. The Education Department reckons the 
number of scholars in average attendance ; the Sunday- 
schools take the number on the register, and these 
figures, on the testimony of men engaged in the work, 
represent at least a third more than the actual atten­
dance.

But a still more significant sign of the times is the 
age at which the greatest decrease occurs. The atten­
dance of very young children can hardly be urged as due 
to their individual inclination. They are there because 
they have been sent by their parents, and the motives 
dictating their action may be, as I have said, of a very 
mixed character. But if we take the ages of the children 
in actual attendance, it is found that the decrease is 
almost entirely accounted for by boys and girls over the 
age of fifteen. The W esleyans lost 5,400, and out of 
that number 4,300 were above fourteen years of age. 
The Church of England lost 7,000, and, but for the 
enormous influx of infants, the decrease would have 
reached 17,000. The inference from these figures is 
plain. So long as the children are without any voice in 
the matter, they keep to Sunday-school for the all- 
sufficient reason that their parents send them there ; 
but as soon as they are old enough to exert some 
individual choice they drift outside.

Mr. Howard Evans remarks on these figures : “ It 
comes to this, that while the mothers of small children 
are as ready as ever to send them, very often for their 
own convenience, we are losing our elder boys and girls 
at the most formative period of life.” Yes, it comes to 
that, and yet more than that. To say that the churches 
and chapels are losing control over the elder members 
of their flocks is a bold statement of fact. It does not, 
however, touch the kernel of the question. W hat it 
really means is that the revolt against supernaturalism, 
which has already infected all classes of adults, is sink­
ing downwards to the younger classes of the community. 
The children are following in the steps of their elders, 
and, in losing its hold on them, Christianity is losing 
one of its most important positions.

As educational institutions, the Sunday-schools are 
valueless. They neither impart sound instruction nor 
awaken a desire for it. All that constitutes the real 
glory and greatness of life— the wonders of science, the 
beauties of literature, the glories of art, the duties of 
citizenship— are neglected in order to impress upon the 
child views of the Bible and of Christianity which, as 
even a clergyman admits, are disowned by all educated 
people. During the most susceptible years children’s 
minds are impressed with the value of outworn fables 
and untrustworthy records, and are finally turned out 
into the world saddled with, to use Emerson’s words, 
“ the dead weight of a Sunday-school,” to unlearn 
afterwards what has been forced on them against their 
will.

Happily, as the figures I have quoted show, this 
species of once-a-week mental chloroforming is losing

its hold on the people. Even the Sunday-school canno 
altogether secure itself from the influence of the time* 
spirit, and the same forces that have weakened the 
general body o f Christian beliefs are making themselves 
felt here. But of one thing I think we may be sure. 
As the clergy find themselves losing in the Sunday* 
schools, where children cannot be legally compelled to 
attend, they will fight all the more strenuously to keep 
their hold on the public schools, where all are compelled 

If?. A  weakening o f their power in one direction 
will involve an attempt to strengthen it in others. J }  
is the prime duty of all Secularists to see that this 
attempt is not crowned with success. Once every three 
years there is given to nearly all the chance of saying 
something decisive on this matter ; and when the oppor­
tunity does occur, we should see that there, at least, 
the agents of the Black Army shall not find the
recruits they have failed to obtain elsewhere.C. Cohen.

A Talk About Heaven.

E very now and then, when a child applies ôr ? ^ l ve to 
into our Secular Sunday-school at Leicester, 1 ^
call on the father or mother, in accordance w ^  sj,e 
invariable rule, in order to make sure that he 
quite understands our non-theological position- ^  
other day I made one of these visits of infldiry, ^  
wanted to know if Mrs. H. cared for her daugh 
to attend our school. Our conversation ran som 
in this way :—  , not

“ You see, Mrs. H ., our Secular Society d (j0) 
teach the same things as the Churches and Chap ĵiy 
and I want you to see the difference before you sen 
to our H all.”  s,”

“ W ell, I should like to know what Secular me {S 
“ W e tell the children about their daily duty to P ¡̂Dg 

and playfellows and neighbors, but we tell them n 
about God.”

“  Nothing about God !”  . fu|ly
“  W e tell them that if they act harshly or untru ^  

it makes other people unhappy, and the unhapp|ne s00 
come back upon themselves. W e think that is 
enough, without saying anything about hell.

“ Nothing about h e ll!” _ orjd,
“ And we remind them of the bad things in the aI)£j 

and impress on them that unless they— the boy 
girls, and the men and women— join together and s ^ g|11 
the evil will never be changed. So we try to make ^  
think about making this world pleasanter to live 1 > 
we say nothing about heaven.”

“ Nothing about heaven !” ^Jp,
“ W e persuade them into seeing the need of sel * 

and so, in our school, we never say prayers.
“  Never say prayers !” pj ?"
“  Do you agree with this way of thinking, Mrs.
“ I can’t let Lily come, sir.”
“ No ?” , esay-
“ W hat you teach the children is all right, I “ ar ^

But I feel I must have a heaven to look forward 
I should like Lily to look forward to it as well-  ̂
world is hard enough, with all its worries and r̂o11 f̂ er- 
and we should be in a poor way if we could not 
wards go to a place of rest.”

“  But how do you know heaven will be any j,as 
peaceful than the earth? You know no one wn 
ever been there and come back ?”  kne'v

“ No ; but when my son lay dying he told me he 
he was going there.” <on’t

“ But, Mrs. H ., when your rooms get dirty, y ° u cje3n 
hope they will get clean ; you know that unless y°u . 3tl 
them, God will not. And are we likely to g et a eg?” 
world or a sweet heaven unless we make it ourse 

“ Ah, but God gives us the strength to work. uS 
“ If that is so, why does not God give strength ^  

all ? W hy does he allow many to go about cripplc 
palsied?” .„[¡t

“ I don’ t know ; but^I couldn’t do without thetbo 
of heaven, and so Lily can’t come.” rely

The good woman was perfectly frank. She 1 ¡3
put into homely illogic what the theologians e*f?r„]cal 
high-sounding and imposing, but not less 1 ° gXist- 
affirmations. There is absolutely no proof of the * je 
epee of heaven, and yet thousands of suffering ?
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------------- ------ 1 ~  ~ „ l v a hope. Theng to the hope, and know it is ? unreasonable
hope is perfectly natural. It is no n have passed 
than hoping that the noonday’s pain hope is
away at even. The evil is done when the 
ostered and incited

nature, the
do,
Sad

'?ma,

Seizing on a weakness^ human 
priest has transformed Ppromises.

He takes a fancy and feê s . d the priest 
—ness weeps and prays f o r  consolatio , • t_iereafter.” 

S s '  “Your consolation is assured in begins to
‘ °w> we all know what happens when fortune,
ntertain a more or less vague expecta 10 hears
e broods, he dreams, he lives in the fu f • * hears 

To-day whispering, “ Do your wofk^ . ^alised 
ply the lullaby of To-morrow, singing
 ̂cĥ s, • •

, !t is chiefly the unfortunate who Substantial 
enven. Comfortable villadom prefers Nation of

^holstery of earth to the ethereal accom and the 
^ies. Anguish is the mother of Para. '̂S ’ but of 

ew Jerusalem is built, not of pearls an j that the 
‘ears and disappointments. I do not <» m p \ {  the 
P°°r should try to deaden care wlth *he , k and well 
hn°Pe of heaven. I complain that the ^ m e a n n e s s  
Provided should encourage this illusion- pious

religious, and selfishness bro.de«^ wit ^  q {  

PPearance. Every sigh directed o . remedy
ihfe energy of will which should be used m . /
J  evil- Heaven is a perpetual we

We are prosperous and we meet . for the
^  to doP two" things. We ought to search. tor

Causes of the misery, and we ought to indue m>serahu *-
or rpble to co-operate in the struggle against injustice | 

It conditions.
the ° ‘ ten said that it would be an unkindness to rob
in a g n ° r a n
'Snor*VO,dd to come. That 
S r - t  and the

Uphealth

J p .  -------- ---- I t  W  U U 1 U  d l l  U 1J I V U 1 U U C 3 3  L V J  1 U U

i tv° rf nt anc* the wretched of the prospect of repose
not true. Go to the I

1 '-«V* tuc wretched and tell them honestly (a |
polven • word would be honorably) that there is no 
is no c? ln the heaven-doctrine ; that a bankrupt world 
f*<luregUarantee 0f  divine credit in Zion ; that human 
•Uati__ Can on'y be redeemed by human effort; and that 
the on]111311 W^° bates, slays, steals, and oppresses— is 
is n0|. ? agent of salvation. This is a paradox, but it 
ft drao.1SC0arafBn8’- f*- startles, but it does not numb. 
a >boreHUS *nto aw fl'f Presence of facts, but there is 
terrib]6 aea£ffy influence in an irrational hope than in a 
ledge e fruth. W hen suffering awakes to the know- 
to o-j. 01 'ts real situation, it gathers up its little strength 
Puts o PP-e with its enemy. It silences the psalm and 
the ci Ut Its band for the sword. It gazes no longer at 
stones0uds for the advent of angels, but at the earth for 
eage , to fit its sling. It inspects human nature more 
Whichyhand closely- fs '*• not possible that this nature 
With; • tes> slays, steals, and oppresses, may conceal 
this h bosom a store of love and helpfulness ? Can 
tyran etter nature be appealed to ? Can the hand of 
be kin n e -made to bless, and can the eye that despises 
give 6d 'nf°  tenderness ? W e pray in vain to God to 
We p s 0Ur daily bread. May we not succeed better if 
UfteiT ay to publicans, sinners, and foes ? Perhaps,
M
' i f t t  r

man is more likely to aid man th in  God is. 
vest . Arnold tells in one of his sonnets how, in a | 

Puss • °ndon square, a beggar woman “  let the rich 
Went'h^b fro2en stare.” She wait«
her j by > these were her kinsmen in sorrow ; she sent | 
tti0n auf>hter to ask alms, and the girl came back with 
alien? m ber hand. The beggar pleaded not with 

s> but with
friends and sharers in a common fate.

“ he turns from that cold succor which attends 
The unknown little from the unknowing great,

And points us to a better time than ours.

sPlend a better time when we turn from the alien , 
°Ur f ,?r God to the modest, but real, friendship of 

IelI°w-man. -  - -  r  1F . J. G ould.

T h e  L itt le  “ B e e tle .”

How doth the little “ beetle ” crawl 
On life’s progressive way ;

Some centuries hence he’ll reach the point 
Where sceptics are to-day.

How doth the little spouter spout 
On Sundays for an hour,

And gather money from the jays 
He gets within his power.

How doth the Bible-banger bang 
The pulpit with his paw,

To wake his congregation up 
To hear him wag his jaw.

How doth the “ Short-and-Codlin ” “ cod ” 
The folks that in him trust,

The silly flats that have to work 
To earn an honest crust.

How doth the little pastor pass 
The church collection-box,

To buy' the “ savages ” some boots 
And furnish them with socks.

How doth the chiselling “ choker” choke 
With laughter up his sleeve ;

He knows lie lives by telling lies 
That jugginses believe.

How doth this world’s maligner line 
His purse with worldly dross,

In spite of what was taught by Christ,
A portion of his “ joss.”

How doth the little “ pilot” pile 
And lay the rhino up,

In order that “ to-morrow ” he 
May breakfast, dine, and sup.

How doth the Sheol shunner shun 
His promised trip to heav’n ;

He likes to linger here below—
He’s rather more than seven.

How doth the little curate cure 
The ladies’ souls’ disease,

By mashing them at Church bazaars,
At picnics, and at teas.

How doth the clacking cleric clear 
The pews inside his church :

“ Once bit, twice shy,” folks pass it by,
And leave him in the lurch.

How doth the soul-consoler sole 
Or heal your worn-out boots ?

Don’t trust in him, or else you’ll starve,
Have nothing on your “ toots.”

How doth the little humbug “ hum 
And ah ” when he’s attacked 

And asked to prove a gospel lie 
To be a naked fact.

How doth the devil-dodger dodge 
Each fact that we adduce,

And bolster up his rotten case 
With slander and abuse.

How doth the man of bunkum “ bunk ”
And vanish like a spark 

When challenged by an “ infidel ”
On Sundays in the park.

How doth the wily wheedler we’d 
Much better be without 

Damn all the scientific men—
They’re putting him to rout.

How doth the gospel-grinder grind 
And gnash his teeth with rage ;

He knows that soon he’ll have to work 
To earn a weekly wage.

Ess Jay Bee.

The Soft Answer.

8, A Chinaman of great dignity and some splendor of dress 
was getting off an elevated train in New York the other day, 
says the Commercial Advertiser, when a white rowdy- called11 “ Urp-l says ure

saCr|| ars have visited Chester Cathedral and committed after him : “ Are you a Boxer ?”
S U lt  .. W S 'P .* *  T ^ . • n  _ .1 a 1  _1 t    A «•/-»nrrii o r l d o r l  e n m o  o J uS t i l ^ . ” They rifled the collection-boxes, and (worse 
file pj ley used one of the altar candles to light them abou 
C4rC 1 11 is even said that when they had done they
^ere ? fiung the candle on the floor. But what on earth 
■'V°rth , with hi* They couldn’t eat it, and it wasn’t
' ^ s t i J T ^  away. Anyhow, the local police are making 

nations, so the criminals may take it easy.

Another rough added some abuse, and roared with laughter, 
and then the Chinaman, who had got off the car, turned. He 
waited till the gates were closed ; then he answered in pretty 
clear English : “ Good-bye, you Clistian.”

Then the gateman and some passengers laughed, and the 
roughs slunk into the car.

—Daily Express.

A
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Acid Drops.

“ I have no anxiety whatever for the future,” says Emperor 
William, “ for God is with us. He will help us through.” 
Well, if “ us ” means Germany, a great deal of “ helping 
through” is certainly needed. The astute attitude of Russia 
has made it extremely awkward for shouting William. “ Me 
and God ” seem to have a difficult job on hand in China.

Emperor William shines as an orator, particularly when 
under the influence of religion, which is often a more potent 
spirit than any manufactured by distillers. The stenographer 
whose duty it is to take down the imperial utterances verbatim 
says that William has delivered 700 of them since 1889 ; which 
beats the record of the late Mr. Gladstone. It also appears 
that the Emperor’s volubility is a terror to reporters. He 
fetches out from 275 to 300 syllables a minute. It reminds us 
of George Meredith’s saying about a charming French girl 
that “ thought flew land tongue followed ; or rather, tongue 
flew and thought followed.” But what is pretty in a bright 
and lovely girl of seventeen is rather giddy in an almost 
middle-aged monarch.

Mr. J. Abbott, M.A., writing to a London newspaper from 
Cambridge, asserts that the Christian missionaries in China 
are very ill-equipped for their work. “ Since 1887,” he says, 
“ the writer of this has tried to get University men and others 
to grapple face to face with the heathenism, agnosticism, 
and other vital questions in London and elsewhere, but every 
attempt has failed. Bishops, professors, and undergraduates, 
the clergy and Nonconformist ministers alike, have shirked 
the question. If we are not fitted to grapple with these 
questions at home, how can we grapple with them abroad ?”

The recent criticism of foreign missions seems to have 
elicited some curious admissions and some very contradic­
tory statements from the Christian camp. The Catholic 
Times was early in the field denying that the Romish mis­
sions had done anything to stir up strife. We can hardly 
believe that. Nor can the Methodist Times, which says : “ It 
is sadly true that ever since the Jesuits went to China they 
have been political firebrands there, and have mischievously 
interfered with Chinese politics. After the last war the 
French (who are ultramontane abroad and Atheist at home) 
compelled the Chinese Government to give the Romanists one 
of the finest sites in Peking for a great cathedral. Quite 
recently the Romanists have been scheming to secure for 
their priests the status and authority of Mandarins.”

Protestant missionaries, of course, have done nothing of 
that sort. The Methodist Times hastens to assure us that 
these latter have “ held themselves entirely aloof from political 
questions, and have kept themselves strictly to their own 
business. It is the greed of merchants and the ambitions of 
politicians, combined with the mischievous intrigues of 
Roman Catholic priests, which have done all the harm.” On 
the other hand, merchants say that if  it were not for the 
missionaries, both Roman and Protestant, no great antago­
nism would have been excited. So far as commerce is con­
cerned, they and the Chinese are on a friendly footing.

The Methodist Times goes one more, and asserts that “ it 
is sheer waste of time for Agnostic journalists and mere 
politicians to suggest that there should be some restrictions 
upon the activities of our missionaries. On that point even 
the authority of Queen Victoria herself ceases in the presence 
of Jesus Christ.”

W h at! are there no restrictions to be placed on the Roman 
Catholic missionary and the Jesuits, who, according to theM. T. 
itself, have acted so mischievously ? Apparently it is only 
“ our missionaries ”— i.e., Protestant, and preferably Metho­
dist, missionaries— who are to have a free hand in the Flowery 
Land. The introduction of Jesus Christ does not tend to eluci­
date matters. All the Christian missionaries go there in his 
name— even the Jesuits who haveturned out such “ firebrands.” 
How is the poor heathen Chinee to distinguish between them ? 
They all want to ram down his throat a religion which he 
regards, and perhaps rightly regards, as inferior to the faith 
of his ancestors.

The Review of the Week recently had a most convincing 
article on “ The Failure of Foreign Missions.”  It pointed to 
the case of Canton as a specimen of the general work. Here 
there are five missionaries and six stations, and, though the 
mission has been established ninety-three years, the present 
Church membership is only 253. Even such few converts as 
are made, says the writer, “ come almost entirely from the 
less educated and poorer classes, whose adherence is influenced 
by appeals to their material advantage and by considerations 
other than those of religious conviction.”

One observation which the writer makes will strike most 
people as very pertinent. He alludes to “ thesystematic filch­
ing of their pence from little children by such means as

‘ juvenile auxiliaries,’ ‘ children’s missionary bands, bun 
school collections, home boxes, ‘ mite boxes,’ and all th®„„\e 
of it, which savors too much of the methods of Mrs. I araigb 
to be pleasant.”

A letter in the Times draws attention to some statfr'ŝ ed 
on missionary enterprise which appear in a work pun 
in 1894 by Dr. Morrison, formerly the Times Peking f  
spondent. One of these statements is sufficiently^^1 flt 
During the year 1893, says Dr. Morrison, 1511 Piote qqo. 
missionaries converted 3,127 Chinese at a cost of '̂ ’ ■ 0̂Lc)us 
Very few of the 3,127 converts gained at this enor 
expenditure became, in his opinion, genuine believers.

Mr. Arnold White contributes a lengthy article t o ^  
Sunday Sun, in which he advocates the appointment 
independent Commission to the chief foreign mission ce ^  
for the purpose of ascertaining the actual facts. g A , ¡ts 
significantly observes : The world hitherto has rfiCelVCj-f0fn 
information mainly from missionaries themselves, or 
their supporters. Occasionally an individual traveller,
Dr. Morrison, in his Australian in China, attempts a je 
partial survey, but nowhere is there to be found an acc 
survey or judicial opinion based on knowledge and aut 
of the actual results of a century of Christian miss 
During the past hundred years .¿70,000,000 have  ̂
expended on missions by the Protestant societies alone.

If the public, says Mr. Arnold White, are deceived (â  g 
believes them to be deceived) on the mission results 
whole, it is well that the facts should be established 1 -e 
light of day. As a rule, with such exceptions as ‘ gf 
recently occurred, missionaries have a much better tl ^ap 
it than they arc usually disposed to admit. “ Tnc ry 
without capital or saleable ability, who wishes to n? .fl|) 
early— and, as Burke says, the desire for propagating °f^can 
is closely related with the wish to propagate the race"^.^ 
rarely do better than accept a call into the mission field: ry

ht^
rtioi)

the girl of his choice. A hundred years ago a miss'0 ‘ 
took his life in his hands when he received his marc
orders. To-day, whatever else
will include a certain income, —  ,---------- , ,
power, protection by the Foreign Office and the Ad̂

he may encounter, his P°.r. ai 
:, the possibility of

with national revenge by gunboats if he loses Jus -v ¡ng 
pension in case of disablement or ill-health, and a e. 
income with the redundant cradle. He may have disah not 
ables to meet, but they are certainly no greater, and otte g[ 
so great, as those of the gold-seeker, the pioneer plan ’ 
the frontier farmer.”

Marie Corelli’s much-advertised and bepufled new n° 'j jall 
out at last. It is entitled The Master Christian, and aS .jeS 
Caine is responsible for a novel called The Christian, 0  ^
being engaged on another dealing with the Church ot . m
the nasty word “ plagiarism ” is flying about. *'̂ n .feat, 
matter having been taken up by the Daily Mail, the & o0jy 
yea, thrice-great, Marie Corelli explains that she haS fl0t 
seen Hall Caine once in her life, and apparently u<?e ¡jis 
want to see him again. Moreover, she avoids readies êf 
books “ on principle ”— the said principle being JusL r to 
personal antipathy. It seems that Hall Caine was reaa .̂gS 
Messrs. Bentley, the publishers, when Marie Corelb ¡̂5 
trying to introduce her first novel to the world, and he ce 
level best to get that immortal masterpiece rejected. . ' s(ie 
she has “ a very natural antipathy ” to him, which 
characteristically treats as a “ principle.” For our Par ¿¡ng 
should say that Marie Corelli lost nothing by not rea [l0t 
The Christian, and that Hall Caine will lose as little h) fy 
reading The Master Christian. Both books are tramv^ 
exploitations of the silly sentimentalism of latter-day 
tianity. “ Sentiment without reason,” said Charlotte b 
“ is the washiest thing in the world.” Were she living .^5. 
she would have no difficulty in finding two convincing 
trations.

Stands Scotland where it did ? Hardly. The c0ggt^ 
hasn’t shifted, but the people have. Heresy has pern’ ¡̂[Jj 
most of her religious circles, and the old standards 0 j)as 
are being widely abandoned. Indeed, the nrisclU® 
become quite alarming to the more orthodox Scots. c6l 
Free Church of Scotland Defence Association, for 
has just issued a four-page leaflet on the subject, h;
are given from the lectures and writings of Professor 'yLftifi 
Elmslie, Dr. Ross Taylor, Professor Denny, Professor 1grr)ith' 
Dr. Whyte, Professor Marcus Dods, Professor G. %Liristial1 
and the late Professor Drummond. Finally, the^L „re
people of Scotland, or at least her Free Churchnj® ̂ ¡¡0# 
called upon to make up their minds whether they 'v. 
such teachers to the perdition of unbelief, or “ raise aga,n 0t. 
Scottish watchword— For Christ, his Crown, and CoV 
It is a very pretty quarrel as it stands. It is ignorance p try 
knowledge, credulity against criticism; the old night ot 
frowning over the dawn of the new day of free inquiry-

-----------  A at tb»
The Established Presbytery of Dundee is alarnjp , vt>rca 

growing desecration of the holy Sabbath. It has “ lS ticÛ f 
that no less than 567 shops were open on one Par
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bars Thereanrl c o ~  were 36 ice cream shops, 68 Temperance 
necessp":»268 .for confection ‘ " '
‘denfary’ ” suc!l a. aePlores the

s, while 102 
as chemists and dairies, 

prevalencec°-operafP . prevalence of this evil,” and is ready 
such W : , !V‘th °bher public bodies in Scotland to sec 
Unnece«a 3 c  ̂as W‘P stop or reduce this “ uncalled-for and 
¡>u'des Sabbath trading-.” How ready these “ spiritual ” 
^sirobje #.? CQd ’ n t l̂e constable ! And, after all, what is 
their ’ . Simply to put down whatever runs counter to 
rec°gnise lf®si0nal interests. When will the British public 
hie directorie*- ^ er‘Cid‘sm *s a trade like others registered in

Cu*tion*ofUkt parsonic influence is at the bottom of the prose- 
Penny 0 a number of poor folks who try to earn an honest 
Poultry .Sunday mornings by selling plants, flowers, 
?treet VVui var*ous cheap articles of merchandise in East- 
Lane,’” 1 worth, S.E. Locally, the street is known as “ the 
êtticoaM*,arent^  .so-called as the southern counterpart of 

to-traffic-' antf ,  ^  *s n°t a thoroughfare in which obstruction 
HI] as tl-|W°U d he felt. The residents and shopkeepers, as 
Pavet ĝ-.6 c°sters who take up their “ pitches ” alongside the
trade_u.’ f |  *°°k forward to Sunday morning when a little
The peon] U to vencIors and purchasers alike— may be done. 
l t thev p • 0 walk up and down are of the poorer class, 
have inte f0 Slnliularly well-behaved. The police would never 
?boulcj t\ erSd w*th the costers on their own initiative. Why 
’̂ alworii16̂ ' Any noise and disorder about this part of 
thuijjpgr 1 ai*o mostly created by Salvation bands and Bible- 
Cvidentiv ’ 8ome bigoted church and chapel goers have 
®elves cr c°mP*ained— not about the nuisance they them- 
°»ers ,̂atu or sanction, but about the inoffensive sale of 

[hat a n u h ts’ birds, cast-off clothing, etc. The result is 
», ![ op the small traders have been summoned at 

each. v 1 ohce-court for Sunday trading, and fined ios.

Some time since, says the Christian Bridget, a woman 
were “ perhaps delivered a lecture in Lancashire against Christianity, in 
The Presbytery which she declared that the Gospel narrative of the life of 

to Christ was a myth and a fable. One of the mill hands who 
listened to her obtained leave to ask a question. “ The 
question,” he said, “ I want to ask is this : thirty years ago 
I was a curse to this town. The teetotallers got hold of me, 
but I broke the pledge so often that.they said it was no use 
trying me any longer. Then Christ took hold of me, and 
now I am a member of the Church, a class leader, and a 
superintendent of the Sunday-school. How can Christ be a 
myth?” The lady, we are told, was silent. This latter 
statement proves the story to be a fabrication. No Free- 
thought lecturer would remain silent, except in momentary 
wonder how any man could be rescued from drunkenness by 
the worker of the alleged miracle at Cana.

Mr. H. Winter, of Middleton College, New Brighton, 
writes to the Methodist Times: “ In my own opinion (and I 
have had some little experience as a young man and a 
teacher of young men), the difficulty of getting earnest, 
zealous, and educated young men for the ministry of our 
Church will increase with years unless, and until, the theo­
logical basis of the Methodist Church is broadened.”

hundreds of inhabitants in the neighborhood have 
to maim61-11'011 a£a’nst: this persecution, desiring, they say,

 ̂ tile SInnrlii'17 F**a rl i n nr 0 0  if- ooeiefo iMMrirnno
fn dr m

?pt 
er the

Th,

in the Sunday trading, as it assists everyone, 
those places where a few try to do away with it 
miserable cloak of piety.”

PerhapsU.n<̂ay League is “ going it strong ” the wrong way. 
de,norap • ls the atmosphere of the Alhambra that is 

s0mInfy At any rate, the League is arranging to 
laV at ok excehent cinematograph pictures of the Passion 

jUPpose r|~er-Ammergau ” there on Sunday evenings. We
i°Ubt th n- next thing will be a Christmas sermon. No 

lhe entn 'l . lshop of London would oblige with that part of
lertainment.

lla''en°i1;.,N?wbolt, of St. Paul’s, was recently reported to
three tu-u that the English people once firmly believed in 

'ngs— Sunday, the Bible, and hearing sermons— butareho«, r, •auiiuay, tne Bioie, i w
*ivies t ,ast coming to disbelieve in all three. The Methodist 
say mu , es him to task. It cannot for consistency’s sake 
9,1 its • about Sunday, because that would conflict with 
ihe. Lord-!mAads in previous issues on the secularisation of 
L°bsoIef Day- As the Bible, it says that certain 
heen abap(f nd mistaken ideas ” concerning that book have

Hat thh°u!d i‘he to know, with some degree of definiteness, 
aave « ese * °bsolete and mistaken notions ” are. How long 
chanCe fy been abandoned? And why? Are they, per- 
Hre the “ mistaken notions ” which so-called “ infidels ” 
eVery |..e hrst to assail at the cost of fine, imprisonment, and 
°f thP: of persecution at the hands of the Bible believers

*r time ?

‘ If.”Han(|0 Says the Methodist 'Times, “ the Bible Society would 
S°'calLH c'ts suicidal policy of clinging to the very inferior 
Hd ¡s h ‘ Authorised Version’ (which never was authorised), 
jkitl atfUe *-be immeasurably superior Revised Version, wisely 
He ¡jj Actively printed, its sales would be unprecedented.” 
T^hrar3 's sanguine, but, as the Bible Society seems to be 
It is Why does not Price Hughes appeal to the Lord ? 
Hy j s book, and he ought to be specially interested in the 
> h a V ! h!ch. ;t is presented to his creatures. We feel that 
Us to p a real ground of complaint against him for allowing 
versionDe Put off so long with an “ immeasurably ” inferior 

No other living author would be so lax.

5& gy Ihu”1dred. thousand pounds a year more for the poor 
VH lii ‘ ¿bat is the tempting possibility held out by Mr. 
Hrljg .Liddell, formerly member for West Sulfolk, to 
'vh0 p s m the Lord’s vineyard (Church of England section) 
r̂°sPecM complain of being ill-paid. What a fascinating 
Poor g, BuL alas, how visionary it must appear to the 

S> W b rgy ” wllen they find that he proposes to secure this 
I Hs r ■ educing the payment of bishops, and abolishing 
®ttinp esident canons, minor canons and archdeacons, and 

, * the «*” seIling the present canons’ residences. If this is 
tkC°nsc‘ *5°0r cler&y” bave to depend upon, it will be an 
‘beir sad°inab*y lons t!me bePore they find any alleviation of

The wife of a Ceylon planter died, and the clergyman called 
to express his sympathy, and to make arrangements for the 
funeral. Neither the man nor his wife had .been Church 
members. The husband was prostrated with grief, but he 
roused himself as the clergyman entered. ' “ Is there any 
particular portion of the Scriptures you would like me to 
read at the funeral ?” asked the clergyman. The husband 
sat up, mopped his eyes, and thought for a moment. “ Well, 
you might try that bit about Samson and the foxes,” he 
exclaimed finally. “ I think that’s about as funny as any of 
’em.” ___

The plague in Glasgow must, of course, be a “ judgment ” 
for something or other ; the elect are not yet quite decided 
what. An Edinburgh saint discovers the sin in Sabbath 
desecration. He says : “ About the plague in Glasgow it is 
right to discover secondary causes, such as sanitary arrange­
ments, etc.; but there is no discussion of the primary cause—  
viz., Divine judgments for Sabbath desecration. Hence, if 
Leith desires to avoid the plague, let them say 1 No ’ to the 
proposal of the Tramway Company to run trams on Sunday.”

Commenting’ upon the above specimen of sanctimonious 
cant, the Sunday Chronicle caustically observes that “ the 
pious writer does not realise that the absence of Sunday 
trams is worse even than the plague, and almost as bad as 
the plague of self-righteous nuisances who write to news­
papers.” ___

A gentleman observed his little son attentively studying a 
map of the world. “ What place are you looking for, 
Willie?” he inquired. The small boy knit his brows, and 
travelled a circuitous route with his forefinger before he 
answered earnestly : “ Twyin’ to find Christendom 1”

It looks as if the Sunday-school system, if not on the 
decline, is certainly not in a very flourishing condition just 
now. According to Mr. Howard Evans, the Church Sunday- 
schools show a decrease of 7,000 children ; the Wesleyan 
schools have decreased by 5,400 children, Baptist are 7,000 
less, Calvinistic Methodist 4,200, and United Methodist have 
3,000 less. The leakage is regarded as the more serious 
because it has taken place amongst the older children.

That hopeful spirit of the High Church party, Lord Hugh 
Cecil, does not seem to be very choice in his illustrations. In 
regard to the law regulating public worship, he says it would 
be possible for five prostitutes, resident in the parish, to 
institute a prosecution of the clergy of St. Alban’s, Holborn, 
for wearing vestments. Well, even modern Magdalenes may 
have a just objection to man-millinery. Certainly they are 
entitled to be heard on matters appertaining to dress. Why 
should the mere male parson try to outstrip them in costly, 
eye-arresting raiment, which may not, after all, suit his often 
ungainly figure ? ___

According to a writer in one of the leading London dailies, 
the clergy are apt to make the most of the hospitality which 
is extended to them when they go to Church Congresses. 
An eminent judge, it appears, agreed to entertain a strange 
clergyman, and on the morning of the day on which the 
guest was to arrive there came the following telegram :
“ Shall arrive at midnight. Have beefsteak, hot bath, and 
bottle of claret ready. Be sure and warm claret.”

“ The great unhappiness of peoples,” says the Paris Figaro,
“ is perhaps— who knows ?— not to have sufficiently often 
dined together.” This is apropos of the generous entertain­
ment of the British Chambers of Commerce in the French 
capital. For our part, we believe the Figaro has hit upon 
one of the most important truths. Writing; long diplomatic 
letters and newspaper articles, and delivering big speeches
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on international questions, are simply wretched mistakes. 
Human vanity and mistrust come in and spoil everything. 
The proper thing to do is to bring people together, and let 
them talk face to face. But before they begin talking they 
should dine together. It is in no spirit of levity, but in real 
earnest, that we suggest the following way of settling dis­
putes between nations. Let the representatives of each side 
spend a social week together before they begin business ; 
and when they do begin business, let every conference be 
preceded by a good dinner, winding up with coffee and cigars. 
If that wouldn’t lead to wise, honest, and just agreements, 
nothing on earth would ; and quarrels and wars would be 
doomed to last for ever.

Trade disputes might be settled, cheaply and agreeably, in 
the same fashion. A good dinner wouldn’t cost as much as 
a strike or a lock-out, and is ever so much nicer. Instead of 
making faces at each other through correspondence meant 
to appear in the newspapers, representatives of the employers 
and the workmen should sit down -at a round dinner-table, 
and discuss their differences after eating and drinking together. 
We even venture to say that if they all got drunk—which 
we don’t by any means recommend— their decisions would 
in all likelihood be still better for both parties concerned 
than a prolonged, bitter, and expensive wrangle.

In that delightful “ Imaginary Conversation ” between 
David Hume and John Horne, written by the great Walter 
Savage Landor, a somewhat similar idea is expressed 
beautifully. The philosophy, the humanity, the sly wit of 
Hume, all appear in the final sentences : “ If men would 
permit their minds like their children to associate freely 
together, if they would agree to meet one another with 
smiles and frankness, instead of suspicion and defiance, the 
common stock of intelligence and of happiness would be 
centupled. Probably those two men who hate each other 
most, and whose best husbandry is to sow burs and thistles 
in each other’s path, would, if they had ever met and con­
versed familiarly, have been ardent and inseparable friends. 
The minister who may order my book to be burned to-morrow 
by the hangman, if I, by any accident, had been seated 
yesterday by his side at dinner, might perhaps in another 
fortnight recommend me to his master, for a man of such 
gravity and understanding as to be worthy of being a privy 
councillor, and might conduct me to the treasury bench.”

“ Providence ” does not keep vigilant watch over “ General ” 
Booth’s establishments. One of them, at Whitechapel, has 
just been destroyed by fire. Prayer was of no avail, and the 
Fire Brigade had to put out the conflagration.

One thing befalleth them ; yea, they have all one breath. 
Mr. Eden Harper, a master boilermaker, has been crushed 
to death at his own works. He was a prominent member of 
the Wesleyan Church. But the boiler that fell upon him took 
no notice of his denomination. It treated it as though he 
were a Secularist.

Archdeacon Hodgson, rector of Handsworth, slipped while 
climbing one of the great glaciers in Switzerland. He glided 
down the grassy slope towards a deep abyss, and in another 
minute or so he would have been in heaven. But not being 
in a hurry to go there, the reverend gentleman jambed his 
foot into the ground, and saved himself at the cost of a broken 
ankle. He walks about lame now in this miserable vale of 
tears.

“ Nothing that is false can live.” So says the Lancashire 
Daily Post. But there is not a word of truth in it. Some 
lies are thousands of years old, and are still fresh and vigorous. 
All religious creeds are lies— well-developed lies—and most of 
them beat old Methusaleh. Christianity itself has existed for 
nearly two thousand years.

The American Women’s Christian Temperance Union has 
declared against President McKinley’s re-election, because he 
refused to abolish the Army canteen. It doesn’t seem to have 
occurred to the zealous ladies that the American soldiers, not 
the American Christian Temperance women, are the principal 
persons to be consulted in this “ canteen” business. Nor 
does it seem to have occurred to them that Jesus Christ, 
their Lord and Savior, was (so to speak) twitted with 
frequenting the canteen himsqlf. He was certainly not a 
teetotaller. He appears to haVe drunk what was going. 
And his first miracle, according to the fourth Gospel, justifies 
us in classing him amongst those who like to know there is 
a large supply behind the present consumption.

Stephen Crane, the brilliant young American writer, who 
died recently m England, was visited by Mr. Robert Barr, a 
brother novelist, a few weeks before the end came. “ Robert,” 
murmured Stephen Crane, “ when you come to the hedge— 
that we must all go over— it isn’t bad. You feel sleepy— and 
— you don’t care. Just a little dreamy curiosity— which world 
you’re really in— that’s all.” _

A poor Irish harvester was found with his throat cut at

Connington.in Huntingdonshire. The jury returned a verd>c 
of “ Suicide, but no evidence to show the deceased’s state 0 
mind when he committed the act.” Accordingly, the buna 
took place at night, in consonance with the Christian law 
England. The body was conveyed in a cart from a stable 
the churchyard, and, as it was dark, the bearers groped tn® 
way among the tombs. As it was being lowered into t 
grave in silence—for no Christian rites were allowable-'' 
young woman came forward and dropped a few' flowers up 
the parish coffin. Her tender act made no difference to t  ̂
poor dead Irishman, but it showed that she had a l'ea 
superior to her country’s creed.

Dr. Parker is reported to be inconsolable for the loss of Jj's 
third wife. He got over the loss of the other two more eaj* J‘ 
Perhaps these misfortunes affect us more as we grow o' ' 
It is also reported that Dr. Parker refused to attend fa® ' 
prayers at a friend’s house. “ I want a thorough holiday, 
said, “ a holiday even from prayers.” How the deuce wu 
get on in heaven ?

“ Pessimistic Secularism” is the heading the Daily 
gives to its review of Mr. J. M. Robertson’s IntroducM 
English Politics— a book which, it says, is “ very 
striking, and powerful, but not convincing”— rather1 
chanting.” Air. Robertson’s politics, our contemporary » ^
are “ the politics of cynical disbelief in the wisdom 
guides mankind.” This is a very roundabout way of’sa) 
that Mr. Robertson is an Atheist.

The Daily News has broken out again in another pb . j  
Referring to Sir William Turner’s “ eloquent ” PresideU'  ̂
address to the British Association, it says that while dea ' 
with “ the deepest things and essentials in human fife. ^ 
with the very' origin of life itself,” he never so muc ^  
alluded, from the first word to the last, to “ Him, who, ¡s 
opinion of some of earth’s wisest and greatest and be ’ 
the Lord and Giver of Life, to Whom all hearts are op ^ 
and from Whom no secrets are hid.” Is this another cas 
cynical disbelief in omniscience ?

“ Much of the work of a Church Congress, the 
News says, “ might just as well be done in a Social be ^  
Congress.” Precisely so. The Church is gradually ¡̂|j 
charging old cargo and taking in new. By-and-byc 1 
have nothing of its original stock left except the flag a 
masthead.

How the times have changed ! When the prophet Ja|j0„ 
denounced the city of Nineveh, and prophesied its destroy 
in forty days, if its inhabitants did not repent and turn 
Lord, the king and all his people put on sackcloth ana 
and obtained a reprieve. But the prophet who tried tlie ‘edy 
thing on in Fleet-street the other day, pronouncing the 
doom of London, was soon surrounded by a crowd 0 ^
who shouted “ There’s ’air.” Jonah himself would ha ^{eet. 
with the same reception from the boys of Fleet- ^ g  
Luckily for his reputation, he went to another city. gVer 
while ago ; so long, indeed, that many people think n 
went at all. But that’s blasphemy.

.„[■ tliflf.
“ Doing the civil thing to God ” was the rather sl ce’s 

headline of a newspaper report of Canon Wilbe „ 
sermon in St. John’s Church, Westminster. “ n̂ :’r)g
preacher feared, “ thought that a week of self-P‘ea* 
town and irritability in their homes was completely c0 fVice’ 
by doing the civil thing to God on Sunday in attendm£ s  ̂the 
followed by greetings at the door, and strong criticism ̂ ¿ e(- 
sermon and music at the midday meal.” We_ qu'te ^  ¡̂3 
stand that Canon Wilberforce does not like criticism ^  ¡t, 
sermon, for his own effusions will not stand mm: . ,]Seu 
although he is popular and “ eloquent.” Still, he is 1 ”jiateVer 
to grumble at people who go to church at all, under y a\Va>' 
conditions. There is a growing disposition to st ) scale 
from “ the house of God,” and very little may turn t at 
with thousands who are still in the habit of atie.ayS 
least occasionally. Rating your customers is alw J 
business. ___

the 10 mVesuvius is active again, and people living on t0 tn 
slopes are becoming uneasy. They are appealmig  ̂
Virgin Mary and all the saints for protection. _ Bu speCtef 
better look out for themselves. Volcanic lava is n° _ythe‘s ' 
of piety. It will settle a Catholic as readily as a utioaS' 
Rather more so, for the Atheist is likely to take pi"e

“ The Scarlet S in ” is the flash title of a new f,!a/i,aracte,i 
G. R. Sims and Mr. Arthur Shirley. The princ>pal Ar®{',
is a burglar who gets “ reformed ”  by the Salva_r0baa •
Evidently “ Dagonet” is also among the prophets
for the sake o f profits. ___ êfi

“ You got into Parliament through the votes of tj*Jfejst 
cobblers of Northampton, who elected that foul a  ̂ .
Bradlaugh.” This elegant writing is from the P. oUgh s° 
Mr. Labouchere’s correspondents. It looks as t 
Church-and-State Tory scribbler were out of a J°
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements.
êptember 16, Athenæum Hall, 73 Tottenham Court- 

... . on’ TV.C. ; 7.30, “ Marie Corelli and Jesus Christ.”
Sel>tember 
°Ctobi

23, London ; 30, Glasgow. 
er 7. Manchester; 21, Birmingham.

*1 C harles W a tts ’s 
a,, Camberwell ;
C o n ? m Hai' : 9

To Correspondents.
E ngagements.—September 16 and 

30, Athenaeum Hall. October 7, 
Hall; 9 and 10, debate at Bolton; 14 (Sunday), 

com ’ • 2I> B‘rm'ngham. November 4, Liverpool.—All 
2, ‘nunications for Mr. Watts should be sent to him at 
Stamarm',nia-road’ Balham, S.W. If a reply is required, a 

\v p l)e  ̂an£i addressed envelope must be enclosed.
J0lIN' -AU.—Thanks for your valuable batches of cuttings.

T\v ,ss (Liverpool), sending us £1 towards the Freethought 
eve ” .tk Century Fund, says : " If only all Freethinkers gave 

" ̂  r S° *‘Hie> the amount collected would be a surprise to us all. ” 
eu/ 'A.R writes :—" I have often read in the Freethinker your 

°f Meredith, and I have lately read the Ordeal of 
pie 'nr̂  Feverel three times, and each time with increased 
Sp SUr?' * can lhink of no novelist who so resembles Shake- 
doutfr *n L's knowledge of human character. But I am still 
autl * u* as to t*le ¡nner meaning of the work—the lesson the 
the ?r means to convey. I mean more particularly as regards

Wonderfulans ”'‘ucr‘ui system of the baronet. Will you tell me in 
rev ers i° correspondents if the system is ridiculed or the 
can_rs.e,? We are afraid that our correspondent's perplexity 
t0 Le relieved by such

for
peo ,̂L‘ch our notes have been ready ever since the issue of the 
fk  e  S  e d i t i o n  I t T a a n n r l i i l a  n . i -  m , 0.1, t

a brief answer as we should have 
One of these fine days, and perhaps 

very long, we shall write an article on this very novel;*?efcree *n dl's co'umn, 
\
>1 
t

mea,
that h S . 1 tion. Meanwhile, our correspondent might read 
me, ,eautiful book again, and perhaps he will then catch its full 

without our assistance.
H. oL C hildren ’s Excursion.—Miss Vance acknowledges : 
is, 2?a >£1 ; C. Mascall, 5s.; M. Lovell, 5s.; R. B. Harrison, 
On th’ ’ r ’ Tfartmann, ^1 ; E. Jones, 2s. There is still a deficit 

R, £ ls ‘unction, and further donations are requested.
Alr |: '’AN (South Shields).—We regret to hear of the death of 
as a f°-? f-amb, whom we had known for a great many years 
T̂Oilv Freethinker. Kindly convey our sympathy to the

v. « l '
fill ê ,pR. anci T. W ilmot.—Pleased to hear you had
W,

a success-
atts ,'!n&at Camberwell Hall on Sunday, and that Mr. 

Miss c"if-S *n sucit iTooci form. We note that thanks are due to 
c. Aijpg 0 lns f°r “ presiding ” at the piano.

yonr SOiii—Sorry we cannot tell you the commercial value of 
, 0niCb-oPV °f Shakespeare. Illustrated editions are not so 
M. p_ ‘n vogue at present.

Mr. p01RD9N,~Received. Thanks for your kind attention, 
to a cb-ne ‘s ‘n perfect health again. The neuralgia was due 

A. q j ^ ‘> not to microbes.
accep.8, Sorry we cannot tell you how many Free Libraries 
by ,*s or buy copies of the Freethinker. We have no such list 
addr ’ ancl could not easily make one up. We note your 
to hearSr~^9 Vine-street, Coventry—and that you will be glad
eo-,‘ear fr,j-o-ope j'om any Freethinkers in the town who are willing to 

*‘ArBo ate >n arranging for the delivery of some lectures. 
fcW T J v -H a v e  put it to the Twentieth Century Fund,
•V tH o  better'

OUGHT t*,„---------  ---------- —  «>■  w . Roberts,
Griffiths, 2S.;

Hope

îS-> J pÎHT T w entieth  C entury F und.—W. 
■ John Iir,>arX?n> IOSG J. Robinson, 2s. 6d. ; J. W.

^SUstinyLA.t;GH— B is, as you say, regrettable, and sometimes
Harborne, 5s. ; T. Whiteley, 5s. ; J. Phillips, 5s.

« • ‘"S’ ‘0 find men who believe "in “ secular education ” 
de*DioJl? 't to catch votes and win a seat. What a poor, 
Paij ,ame vanity it must be that leads a man to gain an un- 

1, t*allv k lc P°st at the cost of his convictions ! He would 
RtC|tlVr 6 m°re reusable if his bread-and-better were at stake. 

®eeker i\7^lue Grass Blade-Boston Investigator-Truth- 
?,U|klavnLew Vork)—Huddersfield Examiner—Two Worlds— 
weasf  Chronicle—Light—Yorkshire Evening Post—Torch of 
LastAn Sunderland Echo—Ethical World—Shields Gazette 

bPool plipcan Times—Chatham Observer— Freidenker—Liver- 
e*tl»v. ^eho—Man-t.— t- • «-•-——Manchester Evening Chronicle- favor by

Olark? " ho send us newspapers would en an ttention. 
*rk,ng the passages to which they wish us to call at

Sugar Plums.

L ondon Freethinkers are requested to note that the 
Athenaeum Hall (73 Tottenham Court-road, W.) will be 
reopened this evening (Sunday, September 16) for the winter 
season. The platform will be occupied by Mr. G. W. Foote, 
who will deliver a special lecture on “ Marie Corelli and Jesus 
Christ "— apropos of this lady’s new and much-talked-of novel 
entitled The Master Christian, in which her “ Savior ” is re­
incarnated, and with some reference to her former novel 
entitled Barahbas. The doors will be open at 7 o’clock, and 
the chair taken at 7.30. Mr. Foote has not lectured in 
London (or elsewhere) for three months, although he has 
been busy with the Sunday Freethought Demonstrations in 
various parts of the metropolis ; and there will doubtless be 
a large audience on this occasion. Friends are asked to give 
the reopening as much publicity as possible amongst their 
freethinking and liberal-minded acquaintances.

We beg to call our readers’ attention to the Freethought 
Twentieth Century Fund, and shall be glad to hear from a 
large number of persons who will contribute to it in the 
course of the present year. Collecting-cards and sheets are 
being prepared, and will be supplied early in October to 
N.S. S. Branch secretaries and other trustworthy members 
of the party. Applications for these should be sent to Miss 
Vance, 1 Stationers’ Hall Court, London, E.C.

Mr. John Downing has set a good example by promptly 
redeeming his promise to contribute £200 to the Freethought 
Twentieth Century' Fund. He has forwarded us his cheque 
for that amount. “ I am glad to find,” he says in his 
accompanying letter, “ that you are quite recovered, as you 
are one whose efficient services we always require. ”  We are 
glad he thinks so. It shows that we do not labor in vain.

We are glad to hear that Mr. Charles Watts had a good 
audience at the Secular Hall, Camberwell, last Sunday 
evening, and that he was greeted with an enthusiastic 
reception. This evening, Sunday, September 16, Mr. Watts 
again occupies the same platform, taking for his subject:
“ The Defeat of the Cross.” This should evoke an interesting 
discussion.

The Chatham Observer gives an excellent and lengthy report 
ofMr. Watts’s recent lecture in New Brompton on Secularism, 
and says the “ audience listened with evident appreciation.”

The Sunday Freethought Demonstrations in London this 
summer have been very successful. Immense audiences 
have listened in the London parks, and other open spaces, to 
the leading speakers of the Freethought party. Those who 
have been present at any of these gatherings know that our 
report is true. Still, we are glad to find corroboration in the 
columns of an important journal like the British Weekly. 
The following letter appeared in the issue of our contemporary 
for September 6

ATHEISTIC LECTURES.
To the Editor of T he B ritish  W ee k ly .

Sir,—May I be allowed, through the columns of your paper, 
to call the attention of the Christian public to a matter of grave 
importance, but which seems, nevertheless, to pass unnoticed by 
the majority of the people? The growth, spread, and success of 
atheistic lectures in our parks and other public places has of late 
assumed positively alarming proportions. Only last Sunday I 
chanced to stroll into Brockwell Park, and my notice was 
attracted by a huge crowd of listeners to a “ demonstration ” of 
the National Secular Society. The audience was composed not 
only of working men, but also of both sexes of the well-to-do 
classes. The most painful part of the matter was the applause 
the infidel demagogues received, and not a word of opposition 
was offered to their gross misrepresentations and blasphemous 
caricatures of Christianity.

Such scenes as this are not of infrequent occurrence ; and 
besides the regular secular lectures, these “ demonstrations ” 
are held all over the metropolis. Surely it is time for all Chris­
tians to unite and endeavor to do something to counteract the
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baneful influence which this atheistic teaching- exercises on the 
people, and especially on the young.— I am, etc.,

VlGILANS.

We do not propose to criticise this writer’s adjectives. We 
merely quote his letter as evidence that we have been telling 
the plain truth about the success of these Demonstrations. 
And this success goes beyond the size of the crowd of auditors. 
A Demonstration is more imposing than a lecture by one 
person, however eloquent or brilliant. It suggests greater 
resources. M ireover, it has the advantage of novelty. And 
every movement has to vary its methods of propaganda in 
order to avoid the deadliest of all evils, a wearisome feeling 
of monotony. Fresh efforts arouse fresh enthusiasm in all 
concerned. ___

The Birmingham Branch took time by the forelock at the 
N. S. S. Conference. It procured, with no great difficulty, 
the carrying of a resolution that a Freethought Demonstra­
tion should be held at Birmingham on Sunday, October 21 — 
the use of the great Town Hall having been secured for the 
occasion. The resolution also declared that the N. S. S. 
Executive should provide speakers for this Demonstration. 
It was not suggested how the considerable expense of doing 
so might be met. That matter was left, as usual, to “ provi­
dence ” in the form of the I’resideift. Fortunately, he has 
not been wanting in practical desire to see this enterprise 
through. Mr. Foote has determined that the thing, if done 
at all, should be done in the best style ; accordingly, he will 
attend the Demonstration himself, and take Mr. Watts and 
Mr. Cohen with him. We do not yet know whether there is 
to be one meeting or more in the Town Hall. If only the 
evening meeting is arranged for with the City authorities, it 
would perhaps be well for Mr. Foote to lecture elsewhere in 
the morning or afternoon. This would probably help a good 
deal in paying the N. S. S. expenses.

The Manchester Branch has also written to the President, 
asking whether a Demonstration can be held in Cottonopolis. 
And why not? Something seems wanted there to stir up 
fresh interest. Mr. Foote has requested the Manchester 
secretary (Mrs. Pegg) to ascertain what large central hall 
would be available for such a gathering.

The Leicester Secular Society, having spent the £¡00  
raised in 1893, is now endeavoring to raise another ¿500. 
Probably the Bazaar will realise a considerable proportion 
of this sum, but donations will also be needed ; and Mr.
F. J. Gould, on behalf of the Committee, is appealing for 
support to the Twentieth Anniversary Fund. W e note that 
the Gimson family are well to the front in the subscription- 
list up to date, and that Mr. Sydney A. Gimson has promised 
to give £100 when the remaining ¿Jqoo is subscribed, or to 
add one quarter to any less sum collected. The institution 
at Leicester is one that deserves all the assistance that can 
possibly be rendered it. In the course of time, no doubt, 
England will be studded with such homes of Secularism. 
Meanwhile, those who have no opportunity of contributing 
towards the maintenance of one in their own locality might 
do a great deal worse with any money they have to spare 
than by sending it on to help the one which is bravely and 
usefully kept going at Leicester. Address : Mr. F. J. Gould, 
Secular Hail, Humberstone Gate.

The Glasgow Branch favors us with a copy of its Annual 
Report for 1899-1900, which is a healthy, encouraging docu­
ment. In spite of the war, which has absorbed so much 
public attention, the work of the Branch has been well 
sustained, and audiences have been larger than might have 
been expected in the circumstances. “ The past session,” as 
the report justly says, “ was one in which to lose nothing was 
to gain much.” Financially, the Branch is in a very pros­
perous condition, thanks to a “ Christmas B o x” of £100 
from an anonymous donor. “ Never in the history of the 
Society,” we read, “ has it finished its financial year with such 
a substantial balance in hand.” This is a most hardworking 
Branch, and we are pleased to see that its labors are attended 
with success.

By the way, it is not Secular Societies only that have 
suffered from the public interest in the South African war. 
All “ advanced ” movements, and a good many others, have 
had a similar experience. We see that the Birmingham 
Sunday Lecture Society, for instance, reports a considerable 
falling off in attendance, while a favorable balance has been 
turned into a deficit. We are not congratulating Secularists 
on such facts, but merely pointing out that the disadvantages 
of the past year have been due to general causes.

Mr. C. Cohen is holding a special meeting this morning 
(Sept. 16) at Stratford Grove. He will lecture at 11.30 on 
“ The Bible and Board Schools.” Local “ saints” please 
note. ___

In the afternoon, at 3.15, Mr. Cohen delivers his last 
lecture for the season in Victoria Park. No doubt his 
friends will flock round him in large numbers on this 
occasion.

Mr. Wilmot reports that the September series of 1® ,  ̂
on Clapham Common have thus far been fairly succe aS 
On the first Sunday the Secularists were regard ^  a 
intruders; on the second Sunday they were taken ec| 
matter of course, although some C. E. S. people ŝ i ^  
themselves hoarse at a small opposition meeting- 
Cohen was the lecturer.

Messrs. Watts & Co. are publishing what seems j° J’® 
important work by Haeckel, the great German evolu 1 ^
on The Riddle of the Universe. We don’t know that 11 ^
a riddle ; or that, if there is, Haeckel has solved i t ; bu anj 
he writes on the subject is sure to be full of interes ^  
information. An advertisement of this work will be lob 
another page of this week’s Freethinker.

Brockwell Park audiences are generally very order!) 1^ , 
there was a disturbance at Mr. Heaford’s meeting on • ¡̂3
afternoon. A clique of well-dressed Christian r0VVT 1_;ving 
their best to drown his voice by shouting, booing, a , ,” unin- 
“ Three cheers for Jesus.” In the end they succeeded, 
tentionally, in getting a tremendous audience for the 1CL ner 
Thanks are due to the park-keepers for the prompt m 
in which they dealt with one or two of the ringleaders.

A good many friends have sent us the names and ad eej-jy 
of newsagents who are able and willing to display a t]ieni 
contents-sheet of the Freethinker, which we dispatch to ôiP. 
by post on Wednesday evenings. We are still anxious, 
ever, to obtain more such names and addresses.  ̂ ,i.nritli- 
fore beg all who can help us in this respect to do so ft>rt wj]0 
It is not a very difficult matter for those of our reade 
buy their weekly copy of the Freethinker of a newsag ¡s 
ask him whether he will display a contents-sheet 1 
forwarded to him. There is no doubt whatever ¡t[ng 
striking headlines on this placard are of great use m ®- 
attention and curiosity, and consequently in promoti a 
sale of the paper.

Wonder and Reason in Man.
-----• . beliefs

T he fact abides that the great mass of supernatura ,lflJ 
which have persisted from the lower culture till n jvjijsed 
which are still held by an overwhelming majority of c ^n's 
mankind, are referable to causes concomitant ^ . ‘1 ¡stoiT 
mental development— causes operative throughout his .̂as
The low intellectual environment of his barbaric Pat êret° 
constant for thousands of years, and his adaptation g lie
was complete...... Man wondered countless ages be  ̂ jcaSt
reasoned ; because feeling travels along the line 
resistance, while thought, or the challenge by •f’A ta 3 
therefore the assumption that there may be two si _.najjce 
question— must pursue a path obstructed by the do pfe- 
of custom, the force of imitation, and the strength jgat 
judice and fear. It is here that anthropology, not:!a[̂ eS up 
psychical branch of it comprehended under folk-lore, ,a|nS 
the cue from the momentous doctrine of heredity ; e,g jard)' 
the persistence of the primitive, and the causes of man , cofl‘ 
escape from the illusions of the senses, and the fifene 
servatism of human nature. “ Born into life, in vain, <T £.rCeS>' 
those or these, unalter’d to retain the obstinate mindh 
as in the striking illustration cited in Heine’s Travel-t  ̂¡0
“ A few years ago Bullock dug up an ancient stonCrcnyHe‘j 
Mexico, and the next day he found that he had been c 
during the night with flowers. And yet the £ pfnd SVV0fdi 
exterminated the old Mexican religion with fire an ^  ario 
and for three centuries had been engaged in plougbj. 
harrowing their minds and implanting the seed 0 ¡fjte3 
tianity.” The causes of error, delusion, and of the £ 0tte<] 
nightmare of olden time, being made clear, there is ¡atis 0 
a generous sympathy with that which empirical n a 
human nature attributed to wilfulness or to man’s b   ̂ ¡gn°" 
high estate. Superstitions which are the outcome j.no"" 
ranee can awaken only. pity. Where the corrective o e(#ise' 
ledge is absent, we see that it could not be o Q{ pet 
Where that corrective is present, but either Per.v, ecase, " e 
exercised, pity is supplanted by blame. In either ^  
learn that the art of life largely consists in that corn . a0f)eu 
emotions and that diversion of them into wholesome a|obe 
which the intellect, braced with the latest knowlebg > 
can effect.

— Edivard Clodd, “ The Pioneers of Evolution."

South Shields 
many 
above
High Shields. Deceased 
local lectures and meetings; 
R. Chapman.

Obituary. b for
On Sunday last Mr. John

■ J ..................— mbe/* eef’years newsagent, and one of the oldest mem ,-tre L ’, 
Branch, died at his residence, 82 West ^alp at : ®

.s a well-known hf> „ectê '
and was highly re P
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Elusive Pietists.

f0T m°je  than a casual dip into the religious literature 
, ,0ur time is necessary to convince us that a remark- 

‘ ® change has taken place in the matter of Christian 
actics. Everywhere we find attempts, more or less 
'ingenuous, to throw new light on old nonsense, in 
e hope of preserving at least some remnants of the 

“Hcient faith. Pietists are no longer concerned to 
?elend much of that for which their forefathers pro- 
. ??ed themselves ready to die. Venerable doctnnes 
r .'®h were supposed to be of vital importance Jo saving 
h 1 a have been quietly abandoned. Biblical history ias 
. en subjected to new forms of interpretation, where y 

accuracy has been of necessity impugned in the vain 
eavor to make it acceptable in another sense to t le 

,.Plr‘t and knowledge of the age. View s of the presen 
® and of futurity have undergone a process of broa 

. lnS Which would have made believers in the earlier 
■’Juries stare in absolute amaze. In nothing so muc 1 

th Christian belief do we find an exemplification o 
® fact that the “ old order of things changeth.
1 he influences that have brought about this change 

, ast be evident to every unprejudiced observer. They 
, Ve not arisen in the Christian Church itself. They 
tuV? operated from outside. They are the outcome of 
thp ! idePendent and intrepid thought of heretics whom 
we ^ u rch  persecuted with remorseless malignity, and 
M aSe rnernory it slanders and reviles to this day.

OQern criticism and scientific discovery have furnished 
e „.^additional weapons, but their results are not more 
n a tiv e  than those which were employed a century or 
tu 0 ago. The surprising thing is to notice how largely 
tn arsenal is drawn upon by “ advanced believers 
a 'aay, who, either from ignorance or forgetfulness or 
" absurd pretence of dignity, fail to acknowledge the 

(",uJce to which they are indebted. W hen will the
Lhr‘stian Church rise to some sense of honor and 
"°nesty

of text-book for schools. The authoress— for it is a lady 
who has written it— replied to the criticism in a spirited 
fashion, and was effective enough in supporting her 
rejection of miracles, more particularly those of the Old 
Testament. But nothing could be weaker than her 
claim of Divine origin for the remainder of that book 
and of the New Testament. In the Church Times, in 
which a notice of the book originally appeared, there 
were published last week three letters from corre­
spondents who seem to have been deeply moved. One 
writer controverts her statement that her disbelief in the 
historical accuracy of the traditional narratives is shared 
by almost all thinking Christians of the present day. 
“  W ere it possible for the opinion of all thinking Chris­
tians of the present day to be taken, it would probably 
be found that the number in agreement with your corre­
spondent is not nearly so large as she assumes it to be.” 
W e will not pretend to decide this question. The word 
“ thinking ”  somewhat qualifies the statement as to 
Christians generally, but then there are a great many 
Christians who may be described as “ thinking,”  but 
whose thinking is all in one direction— limited to an 
area which does not comprise Rationalistic theories and 
ideas. The critic of the Dawn o f Revelation con­
tinues :—

their self-

and p T 1 and do justice— tardy though it be— to Voltaire 
sflu ]-a-ne and Carlile, not to mention some modern and 
by te1Vln§’ pioneers whom she did her best to martyrise 
l)er rrtls ° f  imprisonment which will stand in history to 

T(1Ver âs*:ing  disgrace ?
SacrifiSe *leret‘cs have proved, not only by 
and ; k.ut k.y unexampled magnanimity, the honesty 
Chris?. Sr’ tj' of their ideas. Can the same be said of 
Miici *anS w^° are now profiting by that heroism, 
bec ’ by the way, is not altogether of the past, 
\Ve J’? religious prejudice still necessitates its display? 
m0cje llnk n°t ; for the attitude and the methods of 
desjr ra “ advanced ” Christians leave much to be 
of To put it broadly and colloquially, believers
tryjn ls elass are playing a double game. They are 
Thev8' 1:0 run with the hare and hunt with the hounds. 
doctr'Cannot really accept the Bible and many Church 
Sort ' f 6? fcmnded thereon, and yet they protest, with a 
they ri&hteous indignation, against any suspicion that
’’Obpi-are unbelievers. But, of course, they are 
H. cl|everK — *1____ _1.. \ y e

If they 
remain 

to that 
induce-

do n„,evers) whether they openly admit it or not.
I0.1 Want- t" r*1 o i m  f  U r t m  W7  r l i o r t i i r n  f  V i o m  T| 'vant to claim them. W e disown them, 

courage of their opinions, let them 
Christians. They are better suited 

to ours, where at least there is nothan w  „ u .B, . 
y e 0 be dishonest, 

d i ^  amus’n& would be— if it were not for the 
thefreai Ure °ne alw ays feels at dissimulation— to note 
faithf , 0rts to reconcile the irreconcileable, to appear 
reyerU w hen they are in reality sceptical, to exhibit a

\,vEir*Vi A r \  onH ra n n n f-. nnccp cc • tn,,î®Ct which they do not, and cannot, possess ; to 
thiQp. assent when their utterances, if they mean any- 
by tljeat a >̂ breathe vital dissent ; to cloak their heresy 

¡̂th th U-SC- êrm'n°logy which, from their mouths and 
T'botl,6,11' ideas, is utterly misleading. They are traitors 

to Christianity and Freethought— tergiversators, 
■ ke t0 rv®rs> jelly-fish, hermaphrodites— anything you 

?Qd p- cab them which conveys the idea o f those weak
e<Tat- - - -Ic> not to say hypocritical, people whom John 

ays collectively described in Mr. Facing-Both- 
ln j

a  eliV  ecenÎ article we gave some remarkable instances 
, ait!,, pietism from a newly-published work, The
N e r f  X w M o n .
nfid nr> tJmon took grave exception to that book.

------- A  presiding member of the
n0 vv Uaion took^ grave

°nder, especially as it is being used as a kind

“ Does it not occur to her [the authoress] that she has 
on her side the opponents of Christianity as well ? Has 
she never read, for instance, the works of the famous 
Deistic writers of the last century, or the answers to 
their attacks on the Bible, proceeding from thinking 
Christians such as Leland, Watson, Charles Leslie, and 
others? It is really interesting to compare the produc­
tions of the eighteenth-century Deists with those of the 
new school of Biblical critics. To take a single example, 
the miracle of the manna in the wilderness is a case in 
point. Both in the Dawn of Revelation and in Paine’s 
Age of Reason the miracle is dismissed as untrue. The 
reasons given are different. But what is the difference 
in the result ?”

One does not see how the cause of revelation is 
assisted by the citation of Leland, W atson, and Leslie, 
who were palpably ineffective in their time, and are now 
quite out of date. It is true that the Dawn o f Revela­
tion disposes differently from the Age o f Reason of the 
miraculous manna, and in this instance modern criticism 
may be said to have progressed or rather deviated. But 
to what purpose ? The author says :—

“ The beautiful story of the manna is most likely an 
allegorical way of expressing how God gave them day 
by day their daily bread. Manna is found in various 
parts of the Sinaitic desert, but it does not fall from 
heaven, but exudes from the resinous shrubs which 
grew in some of the mountains.”

This is, indeed, a “ beautiful”  way of explaining what 
is not a “ beautiful allegory,” but the record of what was 
obviously regarded as a miracle. The narrative will be 
found in Exodus xvi. Suppose the manna to exude 
naturally from the resinous shrubs, how does the author 
explain verses 26 and 27 : “  Six days ye shall gather it ; 
but on the seventh day, which is the Sabbath, in it there 
shall be none. And it came to pass that there went out 
some o f the people on the seventh day for to gather, and 
they found none ” ?

It is easy enough to rationalise and explain away 
Scriptural stories if you elect to pay not the slightest 
attention to the text. The “ beautiful allegory ”  salve 
is humbug. W ho is to say what is meant as allegory 
and what as matter o f fact ?

The Rev. Algernon C. Lucey, rector of W estmeston 
Rectory, Hassocks, who writes the second letter to the 
Church Times, seems quite delighted with the Dawn of 
Revelation. He says :—

“ The sooner we clergy realise that what the present 
age requires is the re-presenting of religion, the better it 
will be for us and religion. It is most difficult for us to 
shake ourselves free from old-fashioned prejudices and 
knowledge, and to know how to acquire sound methods. 
This the author of the Dawn of Revelation helps us to 
do with regard to the Bible, and I only hope the rising 
generation may be better instructed than the past in the 
true position of the Bible in the sphere of God’s provi­
dence.”

Another writer— “ Leba ”— suggests that the results 
of the Higher Criticism should be gradually instilled 
into the minds of children— not all at once, but bit by 
bit. Children, he says, “ accept the facts of the Bible
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so absolutely that I am sure there is a real danger of 
moral upheaval and great unsettlement if parents allow 
them to remain too long in ignorance of present-day 
controversies.”

So much for the controversy on the Dawn o f Revela­
tion. In this connection, one may add a word about a 
new book called Catholic Evolution, by N. E. Egerton 
Swann, B .A ., Oxford. W e know what a stumbling 
block to teetotallers that miracle of Christ at the 
wedding feast at Cana has always been. The author 
of Catholic Evolution solemnly suggests that the guests 
were “ hypnotised,”  and deluded into thinking they 
were drinking wine ! No doubt, there is delusion some­
where ; either it must have been with those who thought 
they drank wine miraculously made from water, or it is 
with those who believe the naked, bald story as it 
stands in the New Testament. No good comes from 
these attempts, however ingenious, to rationalise the 
Bible miracles. In most cases the plain meaning of the 
text is dead against the attempted explanation.

F rancis N eale.

The Sleep of Death.

A C ue from S h akespeare .

S hakespeare, the supreme genius of literature, has 
told us that “ our little life is rounded with a sleep.” 
The materialistic similitude of death to sleep is a 
thought which appears to have possessed a peculiar 
fascination for great writers, ancient and modern, but 
more particularly for Shakespeare, whom it always 
prompts to utterances of more than usual sublimity. 
W ith this sublimity is mingled a touch of simple pathos 
which strikes home to every heart, as, for example, in 
the sayin g: “ Tired we sleep, and life’s poor play is 
o’er.”

S le e p ! All that the human fancy can conceive of 
refreshing and delightful is assuredly comprised in that 
gentle monosyllable. Poets in all ages and in all 
countries have sung its praises ; but of all panegyrics 
ever uttered on this enchanting theme the most truthful 
and striking is probably that which fell from the lips of 
Sancho P an za : “  Sleep ! It covers a man all over, 
thoughts and all, like a cloak. It is meat for the 
hungry, drink for the thirsty, heat for the cold, and 
cold for the hot.”

W illiam  Hazlitt, a fine author unduly neglected, is 
never more magnificent than in writing on this subject. 
His essay on the Fear o f Death shows the extent of his 
freethought. To die, he there discourses, is only to be 
as we were before we were born ; yet no one feels any 
remorse, or regret, or repugnance, in contemplating 
this last idea. “ It seems to have been holiday-time 
with us then. W e were not called to appear on the 
stage of life, to wear robes and tatters, to laugh or cry, 
be toasted or applauded. W e had lain perdus all this 
while— snug, out of harm’s w ay— and had slept out our 
thousands of centuries without wanting to be waked up ; 
at peace and free from care in a long nonage, in a sleep 
deeper and calmer than that o f infancy, wrapped in the 
softest and finest dust.”

“  Rounded with a sleep ! These words created whole 
volumes in m e,”  says Jean Paul Richter, acknowledging 
the power of the master-mind of Shakespeare.

De Quincey, a very unequal, if powerful, writer, is 
uniformly sublime when he treats of this subject. A t a 
bound he reaches something like Shakespearean splendor 
of imagination. W hat is life? asks Thomas De Quincey, 
and answers, Darkness and formless vacancy for a 
beginning, then next a dim lotos of human conscious­
ness afloat upon the waters, then a few smiles and 
tears, a little love and infinite strife, dust and ashes, 
and once more darkness circling round, rounding or 
m aking an island of our fantastic existence.

It is o f Prospero’s metaphor of this sleep-rounded life 
of ours that Mr. Andrew Lang writes in his fine poem 
on Omar Khayyam :—

So still were we before the months began 
That rounded us and shaped us Into man.
So still we shall be, surely, at the last,
Dreamless, un'ouched of blessing or of ban.

This philosophy of life and death must not be though1 
identical with the Mephistophelean :—

A life of nothings, nothing worth,
From that first nothing ere his birth 
To that last nothing under earth.

This is pure intellectual nihilism, such as Byron inir̂ j 
duced to relieve the sardonic laughter of his most cyalC 
poem :—

Between two worlds life hovers like a star,
’Twixt night and morn upon the horizon’s verge;
How little do we know that which we are,
How less what we may be !

Shelley, in the opening lines of his Queen Mab, sP®agS 
of death and sleep being brothers. But most of all aa 
Shelley look on death with longing and audacity >n .  ̂
great dirge Adonais. The dead are “ made ° n® .'V'val 
nature.”  Dante, under the dominion of 
superstition, leads us in his D ivine Comedy 
grinning death’s head of the charnel house. Calder^  
whose genius was hampered by Catholicism, re^ f 0r 
death as the brink of a possible penal ab yss-'^  
heretics. Even Milton is alternately filled with a narg lIt 
Puritan and unreal classical sense of death. ^  
Shakespeare is beyond them all. Beyond a £h a ful 
imaginary Styx ; beyond priestly mummery, the ha -s. 
hell, the painful purgatory, the paltry paradise of L ^  
tian th ou gh t; beyond the absurd judgm ent day anreCtly 
reign of Puritan saints. Death with him is Per„ 
natural and allied to sleep, “ nature’s gentle nurse- 

Rationalism dictated Shakespeare’s noblest ^ ° U a¡uS 
and richest fancies, and wherever his mighty £ega0e 
soars above all rivals it has been inspired by a 
philosophy. s 3

Lucretius, that grand old Roman Freethinker, ( 
long passage in the third book of his immortal P® „ 
perhaps of more sustained depth and solemnity t(J 
any other he has written, in which he endeavo ^  
“ fight the fear of death ” by considerations f° undEetius 
its deep, insensible, and uncomplaining rest. Lu<: |eSs 
writes as one who had a heart to feel the PrltrUest 
blessings of life, and who knew and valued the ^ 
source of happiness to man. V ery tender and tol}c 0f 
and rising into far purer regions than the atmosp11 j(j 
his time, is the feeling of the lines of this fjs
Secularist. Nowhere could the human heart find' 
of support so strong and so grandly earnest. saIne

From the dreamy East, Omar Khayyam says the 
thing as Lucretius. Both have the same message 
whilst Lucretius sings with an earnest and g raJ eSs- 
tent, Omar chants it in lines of passionate bit• the
The highest minds of bygone ages were fortified ;
same philosophy.

Freethought everywhere destroys the terror of
The Secularist is aware of the truth that death to 
an incident of life. He no longer allows the to 
cast its chill shadow over the pleasure of life- ** ¿\es 
without hypocrisy, and when the time comes 
without fear—

Like one who wraps the drapery of his couch 
About him, and lies down to pleasant dreams-

MimneRMItS‘

A Mad Prophetess.
,ct t>eeI)uSt - itsA Madrid telegram says : “ A terrible drama has J aS it- 

enacted at Algaiba, in Murcia, with a mad prophe -̂ent), 
central figure. She is a young peasant woman an
four, named Teresa Guillen, who took to_ pr°P o„ jpaw 
preaching several months ago, and after stirring ■ pgiiis ’ 
disorderly pilgrimages, was locked up as a religi°u j  0nc 
A fortnight ago she was allowed to return imp̂ *s
more crowds began to assemble, spell-bound by ' sjie tf 
sioned ecstasy of her harangues. Last Thursday^efl fi 
preaching before a large concourse of people, neaŜ Vug 
gendarmes arrived to arrest her. The ignoran t  ̂  t 
worked upon by the wild appeals of the sibyl, a _uf oic in 
police with fury, and in the fight which ensued fSOnS , 
gendarmes were mortally wounded, while sixteen a
the crowd were seriously hurt. The woman s 
brother were killed.”

Cardinal Manning went one day to his publish of(jer , , ; 
of a book of his own, Confidence in God. 111 t[ie f®P 
shouted down to the stock-room, whence c r̂n 
“ Manning’s Confidence in God all gone.”— Cion
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Behind the Veil. Just Like Their Elders.

There io • •whi"ch no.moi'e curious study than the different ways in
hane' t*le d'fi®r>ng minds of men approach the dark veil 
death*’’ J 3e*°re each ° f  them— the mystery which we call 
terrip,' , T“112 great classical scholar, I’ orson, was chiefly 
the Ip . y fhe certainty that he could not carry with him 

« pâ ,ning  which had cost him so dear. 
repor,0r,y years I have given to the study of Greek,” he is 
then 1 to have said. “ And what if they do not speak Greek

‘ «•e  b e y o n d  ?”
is ,ikecrrnan writer says : “ To go through the portal of death 
pacu a “ orse passing into a low barn-door. AH superfluous 

“ To h* ° n hack are scraped off and left behind.” 
tod aie, to sleep,” says Hamlet. “ To sleep: perchance 

: ay, there’s the rub 1”
to this°ni  ̂ philosophic Asiatics so great is the repugnance 
by n. Uread, unsolvable problem that it is never mentioned 
“ ha-1116. No one says that his neighbor is dead, but that he 

^oae away— has saluted the world.” 
their i° cheerful temperament have thrown the reflection of 
darkn easant thoughts even beyond the verge of the great 
dearerC?|S' Charles Lamb, to whom home and friends were 
bree;,e tlan to most men, asks wistfully : “ Sun and sky, and
..... •••"•and summer holidays, and the greenness of fields
jpŝ . fireside conversations and innocen1 ----— ’
W h - - d0 .these things go out with lifeS th !

Hi
n'an

vanities and 
Can a ghost

fj'a"jy“ When you are pleasant with him?” 
an rd‘y a man lives who is not afraid of death, yet every 

tetn» °nce 'n each day falls without fear into a state of 
adeu,,rary death, the mystery of which no physician can 

” ately explain.

T he Episcopal Bishop Anderson has a daughter of four. 
The other day the family entertained some friends from 
Denver. In the visiting family there was a little girl of the 
same age as the Anderson child. Her family were Presby­
terians. It was proposed that the two little girls share the 
same bed, which was assented to by the children. When 
bed-time came, they both knelt down to say their prayers in 
unison.

When little Miss Anderson was saying, “ Forgive us our 
trespasses,” she heard her companion say, “ Forgive us our 
debts,” and she said, sharply :—

“ It’s ‘ trespasses 1’ ”
“ No it ain’t,” said the Denver Calvinist. “ It’s ‘ debts.’ ”
“ Trespasses 1”
“ Debts 1”
“ Trespasses !”
“ Debts 1”
Out flew a chubby Anderson fist which struck a Presby­

terian eye. There was a mixup immediately.
“ Now it’s ‘ trespasses,’ ain’t it ?”
“ No,” said she, stoutly. “ It’s ‘ debts.’ ”
Peace was restored, and the two consented to go on with 

the prayer. When they came to the end, the little Presby­
terian said “ Amen,” giving the flat “ a ” of the Dissenters, 
while the little Episcopalian intoned “ Ah-men,” with the 
broad sound to the first vowel.

“ Amen,” repeated the Presbyterian.
“ Ah-men,”  said Miss Anderson, with conviction.
They were only saved from another encounter by being 

bundled into bed. As the door was closed upon them, each 
was still maintaining her idea of pronunciation.

— Chicago Chronicle.

An Unverified Uprising of Citizens.
The a — »
i S . i ^ ! on is not mentioned by Matthew, Mark, and 
it says simply that Jesus, in blessing his disciples
inj • aay> was parted from them and carried up into heaven, 
taken 1 le Acts ° f  the Apostles it is asserted that “ he was 

Tins'*3.and a c*oud received him out of their sight.” 
than h-n,,raculous disappearance was not any more wonderful 
■ Heelin'! mHaculous appearing and disappearing at his several 
'■ ippeJ’ j wjth his disciples; but, if such a thing had really 

’ '*■  would not only have been noted down with 
“t,0'Vn'!.eSj  ^  ad the lookers-on, but it would have been

•j. n and commented upon by outsiders. _
Hoi" 1uestion of immortality is one of equal interest to the 
Hui'i ce> and the chief priests and the Roman governor 
tpan 1 “ ave been as glad as anyone else to be assured that a 
testing rea,,y Hsen from the dead. Just here comes in the
¡̂Hts ^7. Matthew’s gospel, that “ many bodies of the 

r°sUrrCct- s'ePt arose ar,d came out of the graves after his 
ll,any.i> lon> and went into the holy city and appeared unto 

\Vh
degree of prejudice might have prevented the 

'■ **), t| °* Jesus from believing in such assertions respecting 
0/ CWas nothing to hinder the recognition of that corn­

e d  (¡j. resuscitated citizens, and the promulgation of the 
, Sncj1 lnffs of their continued existence.
S v v n n event would have been heralded over the whole 
I story y*d, and could never have been forgotten by secular 
lS Hot a et>.fieyond that daring assertion of Matthew, there 
aVe left ° rd ’n any record, and the phenomenon appears to 

?rn,,n°  trace among the witnesses.
1 The Christ Myth," by Elizabeth E. Evans.

h.

What is a Miracle?

f l u ^ y e r  asked the witness if the incident previously 
V  Wh° Wasn’t a miracle, and the witness said he didn t 

“ “iu at a miracle was:,9h.
0 3,16 said the attorney. “ Supposing you were 

shou, . t  of a window in the twelfth storey of a building, 
¡, fall thatS’,0Ut a°d s*lou*d not be injured. What would 
11-n ar-:.. "

It: A' es' r t denK’" uas stolid reply, 
day t S o suppose you were doing the same thing the*t O --------O O

.„ i- w  suppose you looked out of the twelfth-storey 
..JeU. 'e** out, and again should find yourself not 
“A.Coine;aat Wou*d you call that?” 

to A  conlence’” sa!d the witness.
erstan Ino'v’ ” the lawyer began again. “ I want you 

a miracle is, and I’m sure you do. Just 
ilC h *torcv0̂ h,e third day you were looking out of the 
’HjOf v6riient .'V'nd°w> and out and struck your head on 

" r®.d. twelve stories below, and were not in the least
nat wr^uij you can ¡t?»

said the witness, rousing a little from his

•i h, il », * » v, oiuuta uuuvv)
aPa»r*lree t;,lat w°uld you call it?’ thy Junes ?” sî1;h »hov /• “ ,, • saia tne witness, rousing a nine irom ins

e it Up Vel1, I’d pal) that a habit.” And then the lawyer

Ingersoll on Clover.

T he late Colonel Ingersoll once sent the following letter of 
regret in answer to an invitation to dinner by the Clover 
Club :—

“ I regret that it is impossible for me to be in ‘ clover’ with 
you to-morrow, first anniversary dinner, 1883. A wonderful 
thing is ‘ clover.’ It means honey and cream—that is to say, 
industry and contentment; that is to say, the happy bees in 
perfumed fields— and at the cottage gate ‘ Old Boss,’ the 
bountiful, serenely chewing satisfaction’s cud in that blessed 
twilight pause that, like a benediction, falls between all toil 
and sleep. This clover makes me dream of happy hours, of 
childhood’s rosy cheeks, of dimpled babes, of wholesome, 
loving wives, of honest men, of springs and brooks and 
violets, and all there is of stainless joy in peaceful human 
life.

“ A wonderful word is ‘ clover.’ Drop the * c,’ and you have 
the happiest of mankind. Take away the ‘ c ’ and ‘ r,’ and 
you have left the only thing that makes a heaven of this dull 
and barren earth. Cut off the ‘ r ’ alone, and there remains 
a very deceitful bud that sweetens the breath and keeps peace 
in countless homes whose masters frequent clubs. After all, 
Bottom was right, ‘ Good hay, sweet hay, hath no fellow.’

“ R obert G. Ingkrsoll.”

Pious Pompey’s Plea.

I stole dem breeches, I ’knowledge de corn,
But ’twarn’t no crime, ezsho’s you’re born 1 
E f de motive is right, den whar’s de sin ?
I stole dem breeches ter be baptize’ in.
Fur my onliest pa’r wuz clean wored out,
Dey gib up der ghos’ when I ’gun ter shout;
But r’ligion is might}' en mus’ pcrvail,
Do’ it lan’ er darkey in de county jail.
De chain gang’s got me en de coal mines too,
But what could er ’fenseless colored man do 
When de jedge en jury lowed it wuz sin 

. Ter steal dem breeches ter be baptize’ in.
Tell de folks all howdy en good-bye too,
I'll meet ’em in hebben when my wuck is fru,
Fur my heart is white do’ my skin is black,
En I’m gwine ter trabbel de shinin’ track.
When de Lawd is jedge, I kno’ he gwine say,
“ Pomp’s straight ez er shingle en fair ez de day.” 
He’ll shout ter de worl’ dat it ’twa’n’t no sin 
Ter steal dem breeches ter be baptize’ in.

— Truthseeker (New York). Belle R. Harrison-.

According to the Bishop of Ripon, who has been preaching 
at Bradford in view of the meeting of the British Association, 
we must all “ be crucified in Jesus Christ.” A good many 
people would be glad to be crucified like this smug preacher. 
A sure job, a big salary, and a handsome residence make a 
very desirable “ cross.”
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.
[Notices o f  Lectures, etc., m ust reach us by first post on Tuesday, 

and be marked " Lecture N o tice ,"  i f  not sent on post-card.]

L O N D O N .
T he A thenaeum H a ll  (73 Tottenham  C ourt-road, W .) : 7.30,

G. W . Foote, “ M arie C orelli and Jesus C h rist.”
C am berw ell (N orth Cam berw ell H all, 61 N ew  Church-road) : 

7.30, C . W atts, “ T h e  D efeat o f  the C ro ss .”

O pen-air  P ropaganda.
S tation-road (C am b erw ell): 11.30, A. B. M oss.
Peckham  R ye  : 3.15, W . J. Ramsey.
B rockw ell  P a r k : 3.15, E. P ack.
C lapham C ommon : 3.15, F. A . D avies.
C le rken w ell  G reen : 11.30, R. P. E dw ards.
F insbury Pa r k  : 3.30, A  lecture.
V ictoria Park  (near the F ou n tain ): 3.15, C . Cohen.
Hammersmith (outside the L yric  O pera H o u se): 7.15, F. A . 

D avies.
K ilburn (corner o f  V ictoria-road) : 7.15, E . W hite.
H yde Park (near M arble A rch) : 11.30, E . P ack.
W est H am B ranch (Stratford G ro v e ): 11, C . Cohen, " T h e  

Education Question 7.30, A . B. M oss.
Mile E nd W a s t e : 11.30, W . H eaford ; 7.15, F . A . D avies. 

Septem ber 19, at 8.15, C. Cohen.
Battersea  Pa r k  G a t e s : 11.30, A . B. M oss.
K ingsland (corner o f  R idley-road) : 11.30, W . J. R am sey.

C O U N T R Y .

B irmingham B ranch : H. P e rcy  W ard — n  (in th e  Bull Ring-); 
7 (Prince o f  W a le s ’ A ssem bly Room s, B road-street). F o r sub­
je c ts  see S atu rd ay’s D a ily  M ail.

C hatham S ecular S ociety  (Q ueen’s-road, N ew  Brom pton): 
2.45, S u n day-sch ool; 7, A  lecture.

G lasgow  ( n o  Brunsw ick-street) : 12, D. B lack, “ Is there a 
G od ?”  6.30, J. F. Turnbull, “ W h y I am a  S ecu larist.”

L iverpool (A lexandra H all, lslington-square) : 7, L. B e rg ­
mann, B .S c., “ M arcus A urelius.”

S h effield  S ecular S ociety  (H all o f Scien ce, R ockingham - 
street) : 7, P leasant Sunday evening.

South  S hields (Captain D uncan’s N avigation  Schools, M arket­
place) : 7, A djourned subject, “ Industrial Problem s.”

Lecturers’ Engagements.
C . C ohen, 17 Osborne-road, H igh-road, L eyto n .— Septem ber 

16, m., Stratford G ro v e ; a ., V ictoria  Park. 23, m., R idley- 
road, K ingsland ; a ., Clapham  Common.

A rthur B. Moss, 44 C redon-road, London, S .E .— Septem ber 
16, m., B a tterse a ; e ., W est H am . 26, a ., V icto ria  Park. 
O cto ber 7, a ., V icto ria  P ark .

H. P ercy W a rd , 2 Leam ington-place, G eo rge-street, B alsall- 
H eath, B irm ingham .—Septem ber 16, Birm ingham . 24 and 
O ctober 1, D ebate in Birm ingham . D ecem ber 9, G lasgow .

MORE TRUTH!
Clearance of Last Season’s 

Ladies’ Jackets.
L O T  5 .

1 Lady’s Jacket. W orth 20s.
1 Black or Navy Dress Length.

1 Lady’s Umbrella.
1 Lady’s Blouse.
1 Fancy Apron.
1 Linen Handkerchief.
1 Large Sample of Free Clothing Tea.

All for 10s. 6d. Carriage Paid.

Don’t forget our last offer. A Suit and 
for 30s.

L O T  II.
1 Pair Pure W ool Blankets.
1 Pair Large Bed Sheets.
1 Beautiful Figured Quilt.
1 W hite or Colored Tablecloth.
1 Long Pillow Case.
1 Pair Short Pillow Cases. m 
1 Large Sample of Free Clothing Tea-

All for 21s. Carriage Paid.

J.W. GOTT, 2 & 4 Union-street, Bradfo^'

Ingersoll’s Last Lecture.

“ W H AT IS "RELIGION?”
F. A . D a vies, 63 Lion-street, S .E .— Septem ber 16, M ile E n d ; 

e., Ham m ersm ith. 23, e ., Stratford.

THE BEST BOOK
O N  N E O -M A L T H U S IA N IS M  IS, I BJJLIEVE,

TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND PRACTICE 
OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

B y J. R . H O L M E S , M .M .L ., M .V .S ., M .N .S .S .

160 pages, ■ with portrait and autograph, bound in cloth, g ilt  lettered, 
Price is . ,  post free.

In order to bring the information within the reach o f  the poor, the 
m ost im portant parts o f  the book are  issued in a  pam phlet o f 112 
p a g e s a t one penny, post free 2d. C opies o f  the pamphlet for 
distribution is . a  dozen post free.

T h e  N ational Reformer o f  Septem ber 4, 1892, s a y s :  " Mr.
H olm es’ pam phlet...... is an alm ost unexceptional state ment o f  the
Neo-M aithusian theory and p ra ctice ....... and throughout appeals
to m oral fee lin g ....... T h e  special value o f  M r. H olm es’s service to
the Neo-M althusian cau se and to human w ell-being gen era lly  is 
ju st his com bination in his pam phlet o f a  plain statem ent o f  the 
physical and moral need for fam ily limitation with a  plain account 
o f  the m eans by w hich it can be secured , and an offer to  all con­
cerned o f  the requisites a t the low est possible p rices.”

T h e  Council o f  the M althusian L ea gu e, D r. D rysdale, Dr. 
Allbutt, and others, have a lso  spoken o f it in very  high terms. 

Orders should be sent to the author,

J. R. HOLMES. HANNEY, WANTAGE, BERKS.

\T E G E T A R I A N , H ealth Foods, D rinks, and other H ousehold 
' Goods. V egetarian , T em peran ce, A dvan ced  T hough t, 

H um ane, and D ress Reform  Literature. Send stam p for price 
list.)

J. 0. BATES, Vegetarian Stores, Victoria-street, 
Gloucester.

(Mention the freethinker.)

nehgi»lS
A n  Address delivered before the American Free &

Association, at Boston, June 2, 1899•
_ -jc by

F re e th in k e rs  sh ou ld  k eep  a  co p y  o f  th is L ectu re  a^ : ect ® 
th em . It w a s  In g e r s o ll ’s la st u ttera n ce  on the su  >> i o f e 
re lig io n . I t  sh o w s h im  to h a v e  been a  “  rank A thei cj,;pgi 
very  end. M oreover, it  is a  su m m a ry  o f  h is l ‘>e s 
an d  e m b a lm s h is rip est th o u g h t.

PR IC E  TW OPEN CE. .
1 imite“’

London : T h e  Freethought Publishing Company,
1 Stationers’ H all Court, E .C .

N O W  R E A D Y ,

Photographs of Ir. G_ f  _ FOOTEi

President N. S. S ., Editor o f  Freethinker.
,ks----- the

T h e se  a re  e xc e lle n t p o rtra its , a n d  th e proceeds o(  g 0iitf> 

(by th e k in d n e ss o f  M r. G eo . C ro ss, P h o to g r a P 1 ^fid- 

port) w ill be h a n d ed  to  th e  T w e n tie th  Cent

C ab in ets i s . ,  p o s ta g e  id . vosWZe \é
L a r g e r  size, 12 by  10, w h en  m oun ted, 2s. 6 ■>

O rd e r from  M iss V a n c e , 1 S ta tio n e rs ’ Hall-Cou
H ill, E .C .

r p H E  L E IC E S T E R  S E C U L A R  S O C IE T Y  invi^ * ;bute 
JL and Ethicists throughout the country to co ¡ts yor, 

toys, furniture, cloth ing books, pictures, e tc ., 0„  its1 ¡e) 
to be held in Septem ber, 1900. T h e  S ociety car ung  y 
by means o f  lectures, library, Sunday-schoo > . ,0gy, e - ' ctil̂  
Ethical Guild, classes in Ethics, P sych olo gy , S o -eretot?’ = 
it desires to extend its activ ities.— F. J. G0ULD1 
Hall, H um berstone-gate, Leicester.

th iîfj
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NOW READY.

Th e  B I B L E  H A N D B O O K
F O R

FREETHINKERS AND INQUIRING CHRISTIANS.
E D IT E D  B Y

G. W. FO O TE and W. P. BALL.
A NEW  EDITION, REVISED, AND HANDSOMELY PRINTED.

C O N TE N T S :

Part I.—Bible Contradictions. Part II.—Bible Absurdities. Part III.—Bible Atrocities.
Part IV.—Bible Immoralities, Indecencies, Obscenities, Broken Promises, and Unfulfilled Prophecies.

Cheap Edition, in paper covers, is . 6d.; Best Edition, hound in cloth, 2s. 6d.

[j . This is a volume which we strongly commend to all interested in the study of the Judaic-Christian Scriptures, 
jj 1® edited by G. W. Foote and W. P. Ball, and published by the Freethought Publishing Company, 1 Stationers’ 
u | Court, London, E.C., price is. 6d. Indeed, we cannot conceive any Christian as having a faith worth regarding 

ess he has studied this remarkable volume. Teachers in Sunday and elementary schools will find it of special value 
aid to the exposition of the Christian religion from a thoughtful and critical standpoint. It is a perfect army of facts 

comparisons. Since 1888 it has been the standard volume of the subject with which it deals, and its popularity is

as 
and 
et«Phasised by the fact that the public have demanded a new edition.”— Reynolds's Newspaper.

THE F R E E T H O U G H T  P U B L IS H IN G  C o., L t d . ,  I S T A T IO N E R S ’ H A L L  C O U R T , LO N D O N , E.C.

BI BLE R O M A N C E S
By G. W . FOOTE.

6 Creation Story

^Ve and the Apple. 
caip

Noah

CONTENTS :

The Tower o f Babel. Balaam’s Ass.

God in a Box.

Jonah and the Whale. 

Bible Animals.

A Virgin Mother. 

The Resurrection. 

The Crucifixion. 

John’s Nightmare.

Lot’s Wife.

and Abel. The Ten Plagues.

s Flood. The Wandering Jews.

THE SECOND (REVISED) EDITION COMPLETE.

160 Pages. Bound in Cloth. Price Two Shillings.
\

Free by Post at the Published Price.

L o t(L le neat little volume before us, which ought to be read by everyone desirous  ̂of the truth in such matters. Mr. 
AVj, ® ,sjyle is always bright, and the topics dealt with are of a nature to awaken interest even in the dullest mind.”— 

“i  s Newspaper. ____________

T h e  F R E E T H O U G H T  PU B LISH IN G  C o ., L t d ., i  ST A T IO N E R S’ H A L L  CO UR T, LONDON, E.C.

Thwaites’ Liver Pills.
kid^e ^est Family Medicine in the World. Will cure Liver, 

ey> and all Stomach Diseases effectually.Q
Ailrne  ̂ f° r Heart Troubles and Cardiac Complaints, Female 
freei nts> Anæmia, etc. is. i}4 d. and 2s. çd. per box. Post 

’ 14 0r 33 stamps. Directions with each box.

THWa it e s , Herbalist, Stockton-on-Tees.

. ...................................................  —

js*ar8’edSC r?^'011 o f Photographs copied sam e size, reduced, or 
Ph I t 'artes-de-Visite, 12, 3s. 6d. ; Cabinets, 6, 4 s .;  12, 

to& ran tr? er sizes a t proportionate rates. Send is .,  with 
P b  for sam ple sheet o f  12 m idgets.

T’HOTOGRAPHY. Good Work only.

Printing, etc., for Amateurs.
The Studio,
Southport.

V  rv ........................ . -----------------
° 8S> M .N .S .S ., T he Studio, 15 C am bridge A rcade,

A New Edition
OF

INGERSOLL’S
“ MISTAKES OF M O SE S.”
Handsomely printed on go od  paper and bound in stiff paper covers.

Price One Shilling.

Also an Edition de Luxe
Printed on Superfine Paper and E legan tly  Bound in Cloth.

Price Half-a-Crown.

London 1 T he F reethought Publishing Com pany, Limited, 
1 S tatio n ers'H all Court, E .C .
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REO'BE NI KG
♦

OF THE

A T  H Ë N Æ U M  H A L L ,
73 TO TT E N H A M  CO U R T ROAD, LONDON, W.,

ON

S U N D A Y  E V E N I N G ,  S E P T E M B E R  16,  1900,
WITH A

SPECIAL LECTURE
BY

MR. G. W . FO O T E
ON

"MARIE CORELLI AND JESUS CHRIST.”
Doors open at 7. Chair taken at 7.30.

Seats Is. and 6d. A few at the Back 3d.

Professor Ernst Haeckel’s New and Important Work.

In  the Press ( ready October 1 ) ,  cloth, 414 pp . , 6s. net, by post 6s. 4 d ,

T H E  R I D D L E  OF T H E  U N I V E R S E
AT THE CLOSE OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY.

By ER N ST HAECKEL, Ph.D ., M .D ., L L .D ., S c .D ., and Professor at the University of Jcna'

S ynopsis of C o n t e n t s:— The Nature of the Problem— Our Bodily Fram e— Our Life— O ur 
Embryonic Development— The History of our Species— The Nature of the Soul— Psychic 
Gradations— The Em bryology of the Soul— The Phylogeny o f the Soul— Consciousness— The 
Immortality o f the Soul— The Law  of Substance— The Evolution of the W orld— The Unity 
of N ature— God and the W orld— Knowledge and Belief— Science and Christianity— O ul 
Monistic Religion— Our Monistic Ethics— Solution of the W orld-Problems.

Mitant a ,
Professor Haeckel is the Darwin of Germany, and, at the same time, one of the most mu ^  0f

uncompromising of Freethinkers. In this his latest work he surveys the whole Rationalist field in the
the science o f the declining century. In its original form four editions o f 2,000 copies each were e x ’ 
less than six months. The work is being translated in France and Italy ; and Messrs. Harper and Bro 
special arrangement, are issuing in America the present authorised English translation.

SPECIAL OFFER TO SUBSCRIBERS IN ADVANCE.-Copies subscribed 
paid for before publication (October 1) will be supplied at 5s. carriage

d "1
uy

After publication the price will be 6s. 4d. net.

N .B .— Subscribers for Professor Haeckel’s work will be supplied with Mr. J. M. Robertson’s Chns/oi^^ ^ ¡j, 
Mythology (demy 8vo, cloth, 502 pp., Ss. 6d. net, by post gs.) at the reduced price of 7Si c‘irl 
This offer will be withdrawn after September 30.

L O N D O N : W A T T S  & C O ., 17 J O H N S O N ’S C O U R T , F L E E T  S T R E E T , E.C.

<lH‘l

Published by T he Frbethouijht Publishing Company, Lim ited, at t Stationers’ Court, London, F A *


