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Empty Churches.

just11 lne^aWe cheek, Church of England ecclesiastics 
tyh n^w are inquiring in nearly all their weekly journals, 
deS[j . ? not the masses come to church ? They give 
ence fln^ ,accounts ° f  empty churches, o f the indiffer- 
the (V Parishioners whom they v is it ; o f a disregard to 
'vhicli Ur<̂  ’n resPect ° f  the “ solemn ordinances ”  in 
uns . s“ e >s supposed to figure and receive fees ; of an 
grow' aCt0ry numher of communicants ; and of a 
Whj.L0?  spirit of scepticism in all classes of society 
tow IS d!rectly  antagonistic to the Church— High, 

0r Broad.
one 8| s,taat>on is serious— for the ecclesiastics. No 
hard]6 Se *s very much concerned. Explanations are 
h°stilh necl ssary> e'ther of the indifference or the

^ich
The Church rejoices in a rotten foundation-

LorjV, according to the hymn, is “ Jesus Christ our 
to esj .. .  * is a serious task for her, in the first instance, 
her tQab lst  his existence. It is still more difficult for 
ScraD Substantiate all that is attributed to him in some 
have y . ’ COntradictory, and all-too-brief records which 
faiti, ri!ted down to us in a haphazard fashion, so that 
tanCg ° taerw‘se credulity, is necessary to their accep-

p ^ e C h»*h herself, as by law established, is, at the 
face of î,lme- one the rottenest institutions on the 
the Pe , &Iobe. She lives, not in the sympathies of 
robbe .° hut upon pelf, which represents originally a 
*UPp,ey rom an older and a better Church than herself, 
get th er*ted in later centuries by whatever she should 
ever br° u£h fashion, force, and fraud. The Church has 
hisb0D 6t? lhe greatest enemy of progress. From the 
SllPport ln I^ouse of Lords, who have always 
rural b ^  reactI°nary measures, to the parson on the 
•Ug- a . enc.h who would send a child to prison for steal- 
V‘tl(Iict|lrn,I)— they are all the same : grasping, arrogant, 
they .*«• and obstinately ignorant, in the sense that 
There 1 no{ keep themselves abreast with the times, 
that thg^ bright exceptions— and one is glad to know 
ar£e-he numt,er ‘s increasing : brilliant intellects and 
°ther ®arted, broad-minded men, who, somehow or 

But th t*lemseIves In “ orders.” 
efforts . ey are hampered and interfered with in their 
the p *nake the Church in some w ay acceptable to 
fhey P e- None know this better than themselves. 
as the be Ritualists, or men of such diverse stamp 
the qi ev- Carlile and the Rev. H aweis. They are in 
Ruite reUrĈ ’ but n°t o f it. The Rev. Dennis Hird, in 
pUip times, endeavored to leaven the orthodox
S e  T lth a little common sense, but was forced to 
t-hureb -e Establishment— apparently in disgust. The 
®eetb a,ls n°  place for any but harmless imbeciles, who 

are not'Vays longing to join the Romish Church, but 
0 tiake’n!1  ̂men who are constantly racking their brains 

No t le Cross of Calvary fit in with common sense. 
bfdiuati«nder there is a serious dearth of candidates for 
C(|Upat| n> . W ho would think o f finding his life’s 

b r,lfe eve" ‘n an Establishment, torn by internecine 
0f J the most trumpery questions, and in the 

tl-SVvledo-1 S doctrines and teachings miles behind the
G V e n  n f  t h o  (t m a n  i n  th p.  c t r P . e t  ”  ?Th,ere even of the “  man in the street ” ?

L .re nam anfarr° g ance which exceeds everything in the 
iS| Ucji ° f  the Establishment. Church of England, 

arid the forty millions of inhabitants of this
- re ar<* «fr.KoV.li, „of mnrp Ilian two millionC0|Uti A“ Ur|ica are Prohably not more than two million 

V h bishnt*- On the strength of this, we must have 
N q ° f  Canterbury with ^15,000 a year and

two palaces, and another archbishop with ¿£10,000, and 
a number of bishops all with respectable incomes running 
into four figures. And this in connection with the 
Gospel of a kind of God-intoxicated Gaberlunzie, who 
did not know where to lay his head, and who, more­
over, made poverty a virtue, and denounced riches as a 
curse, if not, indeed, a crime.

The Official Church Year-Book states that five years 
ago the accommodation— mark that word— provided in 
parish churches, chapels o f ease, mission rooms, and 
other buildings, represented 6,778,288; for the year 
ending Easter, 1899, the number was 6,979,150. The 
increase, it will be seen, is not at all in proportion to 
the added population. “ In any case,”  says a religious 
weekly, “ bearing in mind the lack of attendance in 
many churches, the position religiously is sad enough. 
I f we suppose 5,000,000 of the sittings are filled, what 
of the 30,000,000 or more people who are absent ? W e 
may be thankful that other communions presumably 
furnish an equal supply to that of our Church, but still 
how the question comes home to us, ‘ W here are the 
nine ?’ W hen we think of the grow ing religious 
indifference and the abounding neglect o f public 
worship, the great and burning question of the hour is 
not the number of sittings, but how to secure the far 
better use o f the existing provision and greatly increase 
it.”

In its despair at the neglect of church attendance, 
the Church Times is moved to bitterly reproachful 
comments. It says : “ For the most part we seem to 
be settling down contentedly to the expectation of 
seeing only a small minority of the people assemble for 
Divine worship. A  church which holds five hundred is 
pulled down as useless because there are not more than 
eighteen hundred inhabitants in the parish. These are 
conveniently annexed to a neighboring parish of three 
thousand souls with a commodious church holding 
nearly eight hundred. This sort of thing has come to 
seem so natural as to call for no comment, unless some 
enthusiast avers that the doomed building might be 
utilised for religious purposes unconnected with its own
parish....... It is a serious fact that in towns a parish
where churchgoers number a tenth of the population is 
a marvel of successful work, while even in the country 
a place where they amount to a fourth of the people is 
an object of respectful curiosity.”

Then the Church Tiines inquires : “  W h y does this 
minority go to church ? A searching inquiry will reveal 
a state of things even more disquieting than the 
statistics.” It then goes on to say

“ Motives to church-going are various. In some cases 
they are hard to seek. There are the young men who 
stand or sit in listless attitudes, looking vacuously over 
their collars, one hand in pocket, the other holding a 
book, open at any convenient page. _ What brings them 
here? This kind of worshipper is not peculiar to 
England, but his manner varies with his country. In 
Germany he picks his teeth. In Italy he hears Mass with 
a patronising air, tilting his chair, and surveying the toes 
of his shoes. Again, there are the girls who whisper and 
giggle behind hymn-books. These also are found every­
where. In France they affect Salut, and sing lustily the 
tunes that take their fancy. Is it for the tunes that these 
go to church ?”

Other motives for church-going are enumerated by 
this candid ecclesiastical prin t:—

“ There are the superior persons who always go to 
church in the country for the sake of setting an example ; 
it would be useless, of course, to do so in town, where 
they are lost in the crowd. There are the frankly mer­
cenary, who go to church for what they can get, and



562 THE FREETHINKER. September 9, J9°a

who stay away if the result falls short of their calcula­
tions. There are the children who go to church because 
they are sent, to be out of the way. Their first exercise 
of independence is naturally to renounce these childish 
things.”

As to the attempt to hold daily church services, 
nothing could be more conspicuous than the failure 
which has followed in the majority of cases. The Times 
recently had a correspondence on the subject. One 
writer mentioned the case of an uncle of his who held 
daily services in his parish church, his only congrega­
tion all the year round being his own family and the 
man who rang the bell. He added : “  It often struck 
me, when visiting him, what was the use of these 
unattended daily services.”  “ One such devoted rector 
whom we wot of,”  says the Church Gazette, “ was not 
long since asked this very question. He said it brought 
down blessings. ‘ But how far do these extend ?’ 
* W e ll,’ he replied, ‘ I suppose they extend as far as the 
borders of the parish.’ ”

One writer in a Church paper, a little time ago, pointed 
out that the absence from church was not appreciably 
remedied am ong the poorer classes even by the Church 
methods of charity and relief adopted for this very 
purpose. Their object is far too commonly that of 
attracting poor people to church by something approach­
ing to bribery ; and all is done with no sort o f pre­
caution against demoralising and pauperising the 
recipients, but, as it seems, solely with a view  to make 
them church-goers, whether they like it or not.

“ Thus there is widely in vogue a system of parochial 
doles, almshouses, or soup kitchens where benefits 
depend not on merit so much as on churchmanship. 
The doles may, perhaps, take the form of loaves to be 
given to the pious poor who attend the morning service. 
They do it for loaves, and probably fishes ; but these 
latter are to take another form. It may be that of a 
yearly gift of money, or of a ton of coals, or of some 
blankets, or of being put into a comfortable almshouse, 
where the poor old souls have to go to their little chapel 
and patter their unwilling prayers, and where, perhaps, 
the elderly pauper who is to recite them as unwillingly 
has his extra sixpence weekly.”

Y et, with all this semi-bribery, poor people will not, 
in the main, go to church. As for the typical inde­
pendent artisan or laboring man, the very last thing 
that enters his head on a Sunday is to go to any gospel- 
shop— Established or Dissenting. There is, for him, a 
much-needed extra rest in bed, the Sunday paper, 
his pipe, perhaps a bit of d iggin g and planting in his 
garden (if he has one), possibly a stroll, and a crowning 
solace in a good dinner (if he can get one). W hat 
cares he for church, where everything strikes him as 
cant and show and make-believe, from the parson in 
the pulpit, who utters vague platitudes, interspersed 
with meaningless texts, to the fashionable people in the 
pews, who are obviously there for any and every 
purpose except that o f devout worship, or who, if they 
worship, worship they know not— perhaps care not—  
what. F rancis N eale.

The Freethought 
Twentieth Century Fund.

In opening this article I desire to call attention to what 
was said at the outset o f the present appeal. Reference 
was made to the immense sums of money that were 
being raised by various Churches, in addition to their 
ordinary revenues, for the purpose of promoting the 
success of the Christian superstition in Great Britain. 
The W esleyan Methodists alone are raising, and have 
nearly raised, a million pounds. Other bodies are 
raising smaller, but still large, amounts in proportion 
to their size and strength. And although the Roman 
Catholic Church does not imitate other Churches, it has 
nevertheless been am assing great sums in order to hold 
its own, and even to do something more ; one of its 
projects being the erection of a vast and costly cathedral 
at W estminster, which is approaching its completion, 
and will be opened in November. These lavish prepara­
tions on the part o f the Churches are a much more 
serious menace than many Freethinkers imagine to the

Rationalist movement in this country. The fr'®n Ŝjer 
Freethought were therefore told that they were UI1aU. 
a serious obligation to take timely and ample Pre , 
tions.”  “ Good intentions alone,” it was °*3ser[|)Ul 
“ will not suffice ; nor will courage, ability, and en n 
siasm, without resources. The principles of nio  ̂
warfare are carried into the regions of politics 
religion. Existing society is based upon property» 
power accompanies wealth. The war between re‘  ̂
and superstition will therefore be very largely decl 
by the means at the command of the respective arm - 
This truth is fully recognised by the leaders of  ̂
tianity, and should be as fully recognised, not 
by the leaders, but by all the supporters of 1 
thought.” j,e0)

W h at the Freethought party was asked to do, ’ 
was to make a special effort, worthy of its pria ,̂aS 
and traditions, and adequate to the occasion. 1 gee 
expected that Freethinkers would do more than ^ 
what loose cash they could spare from their Poc ê 011d 
the moment. Even a little self-denial was not bey ^  
the bounds of a reasonable calculation. Up 1 j^ e 
present, however, I must confess, personally, t° a 
disappointment. A  few have acted nobly, with F^e 
and promptitude ; and I thank them, in the name 
cause, for which I have some right to speak._ & s 
great majority of those who can afford to g ive ^  
Fund have remained silent and inactive. Perhaps I 
are only waiting, and will be heard from presen y ^  
earnestly hope so. A t the same time, I beg the ^  
to wait too long. Something is due to me an ^  
colleagues, who are carrying on, amidst rnan n̂ri{ of 
culties, and not too many encouragements, the w j  
our movement. Schooled as we are by long an ol,r 
experience, we are still but human, and the v,f>°.r. vj,ich 
efforts must depend to some extent upon the spit* sjaCk, 
prevails amongst our constituents. If they are ĵg 
careless, or apathetic, we are deprived of a v 
stimulus to exertion. , jn the

No definite figure was aimed at or suggests ¡ta. 
beginning, but I now say, without the slightes for 
tion, that our party ought to raise at least ¿d 1» .jj put 
this Fund. That amount is not colossal, but i t ' 
fresh life into our operations ; for a very little ^  oUf 
has always been made to go a very long way 
organisation and propaganda. . g 0f the

I may add that I have had a special meeting aS 
N. S. S. Executive summoned to consider some jgh 
action which I have long had in mind, and w .^gr. 
be put into operation during the ap p roach in g^  arg 
These plans will be publicly explained after 
discussed and (I trust) adopted. afford

Meanwhile I appeal to Freethinkers who can . e[r)_̂ to 
give something— and there are hundreds ot  ̂ sotHe 
send me promises and donations, to. be red eem ^ ^  ^  
time before the close of the present year. R 
pleasant to have a good list of fresh donors 
w eek’s Freethinker. roff'lsŜ

Mr. John Downing, who has generously P ^ g  to 
£200 towards this Fund, wishes at the sam^ °se 
do honor to the memory of glorious John M uto^ jĵ ern-
Areopagitica is one of the great landmarks in j ear to 
ture of liberty. A  piece of w riting which is s a0d 
such a Freethinker deserves special attentio <
propose to notice it, and his letter about it, 111 ĝauti/1! 
issue of this jo u rn a l; in particular relation t0.a vvliica 
little pocket edition of this immortal masterp<e ’ jn th® 
has just been included in the Temple Classics-^ n̂0the 
interim, however, I may inquire if there is n0 ¿Oo»boi> 
English Freethinker who will put a handsome ^ ere 
against the name o f  W illiam  Shakespeare. 01e 'v3̂  
Scottish Freethinker who will celebrate in the 
the splendid name of Robert Burns ? fribut°rS

Mr. D owning suggests that a list of con j  oh 
this Twentieth Century Fund should^be 
sheet, with quotations under it about “ The 0g, ^  
of F reethought”  from Copernicus, Galileo, . jnjcs, 11
_ i. 1    — 1 * I _ J —  ̂I ' I * — y« til ll C 4 /t J)

the
other lights of progress. This would, he j sb°
the Sacred Cause out of the domain of Part ’̂ js oh \
y,. ... . - . r ____rlfinenm’ ,„ht.that our existence as a free peopie d e P ^ ^ u g h ^  
prevalence, the paramount existence, of I \veh m  
Mr. D ow ning’s suggestion is one that ,g for 

it- ;<:sue snecadopted. It is in contemplation to issue 
collection of subscriptions to this Fund. eCting 

Mr. George Anderson, whose letter resp
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necessity of suitable headquarters for Freethought in 
London has already been dealt with, has forwarded 
Mother letter to the N. S. S. Secretary. He says

“ You are trying to raise a Fund for something, but for 
what is not stated. This keeps me from subscribing. 
In addition to a proposition I made some weeks ago, 
there are other objects to which I would subscribe, 
(i) To give an honorarium to the President on account 
°f the expenditure he has made for a number of years in 
conducting the Society. (2) To pay lecturers for advo 
eating our principles, especially in breaking up new 
ground, according to the opinion of the Council. (3) To 
provide lecturers with literature to be given away, as well 
as that to be sold and accounted for. I have read of the 
President sending lecturers into the provinces at his own 
expense. I think tide Society should recoup him for this, 
and will do so if it is properly put before them. I think 
that others will subscribe as well as I would if they knew 
what for. When I know how the subscriptions are to be 
applied, I will in all probability subscribe.”

Mr. Anderson may take it from me that the objects 
e specifies will certainly be included in our plans for 

. e pxpenditure of this Fund, as they are part of the 
lnevitable work o f our movement. I f  he does not 
c?nsider my assurance sufficient, I shall be happy to 
j'/Ve him the assurance of the whole '.Executive, after 

e .special meeting already referred to ; that is to say,
»n the course of next week. Personally, however, I do 

Ia S6ek or desire any compensation for past losses. 
arr Perfectly satisfied, at least for the present, with the 
S ^ m e n t  made by the Secular Society, Limited.

that some provision was necessary, from some 
to ° r other> the Board resolved a few months ago 
£ - r  me an Honorarium of ¿£50 a year, and another 
thy m exPenses> There are many expenses attending 
I ne°, !ce which cannot easily be booked. For ten years 
Post 6r c*lar8'ec  ̂ a penny on this account, not even for a 

aSTe stamp. But let the dead past bury its dead 
z\n . e expenses are now provided for legitimately, 
pUn,̂  certainly do not wish the Twentieth Century 
aPD r  *3r' n8’ 7,10 any pecuniary advantage. I amjrnot 
¡ ^ rallng  in any way for myself, but for the work, the 

■ p,ests> honor of the Freethought party. 
tjje , e Board of the Secular Society, Limited, desires 
pUr ,° explain to our party why it would be perilous to 
basjslase or build a Hall in London on the commercial 
to cjQ ° .̂a Company with share capital. I have no room 
subi tals *n *be Present article, but I will deal wi 
¡mrLct "ext week. It is a matter of great and grave

portance.
tW  f ° nclusion, I desire all my readers to bear in mind 
*' he first week jn October is “  Shilling ’* ”

gladiators, nobles, lictors, guards, citizens, etc.” It 
has four acts, comprising thirteen different scenes. Mr. 
Barrett (or Mr. Barrett’s manager) has something of 
Iviralfy’s spectacular genius, and from this point of 
view the play is a complete success.

The “ p lo t” is briefly thus. Vinicius, nephew of 
Petronius, falls in love with Lygia, a Christian hostage. 
Poppoea, Empress of Rome, conceives a passion for 
Vinicius, and a corresponding hatred for Lygia. Petro­
nius, the Elegantice Arbiter,* has great influence with 
Nero, and uses it on L ygia ’s behalf. L ygia (with the 
Christians generally) is subject to Nero’s persecution, 
from which she is effectively rescued, chiefly through 
the agency o f the Arbiter. In the end, Petronius loses 
favor at Court, and dies by his own hand.

Mr. Barrett’s great mistake is his literary affectation. 
He obviously thinks himself a stylist, and, inspired by 
this delusion, flings the most tawdry commonplaces 
across the footlights with an air o f profound wisdom. 
In Quo Vadis? as in former plays, he affects a Scriptural 

His method of accomplishing this is extremely

D W eek.
sen(4ln£ l hat period I expect a large number of them to 
CPnl.me °ne shillin ’ ^ -----or more, towards this Twentieth 

It will be an opportunity for the “  rank 
hut ¡[J1?, *° contribute. Each may only give a little, 

" e multitude o f subscribers there is wealth.
G. W . F o o te .

¿ 3 * . * = *

“ Quo Vadis?”
vVi1En — *—
Theaf  ^ lc Sign o f the Cross was produced at the Lyric 
Certai 6’ SOme critics were bold enough to suggest 
Oovei ^semblance between that play and a Polish 
piaiu • en.Btled Quo Vadis P* It was alleged that the 
■ n Uo'^'dents were identical, and that the plots differed 
"(as DV,tal particular. This imputation of plagiarism 
s‘ttiila|Cr" aPs unfair. Great minds sometimes run in 
Wi, channels ; and there seems no reason 
H 0m\ Barrett and Henryk
S> l a

j uctve tound themselves working at each other's
Ah

0  ̂ p , c*uw .uwiv why
Uarrett and Henryk Sienkiewicz— neither of 

-arl uS any t‘ t*e to 1‘terary greatness— may not 
e*ho\v  ̂have found themselves working at each other

!entedUt<s*le beginning of last May, Mr. W hitney pre- 
Strange’s ' ‘ - - - - - -  -A êlphi ° crang'e’s adaptation of Quo Vadis P at the 

After vvhere it ran for a few nights only. 
0 brin-016 lef?al preliminaries, Mr. Barrett arranged

Vers i o n V Ut a ren£lering of his own. It is to this 
6 fo l i ;J te'y Presented at the Theatre Metropole, thatUt,

2reLmarI{s appiy-
agans . l ls - has a cast o f twenty-seven characters, 
'-^ j^ an d  Christians— to say nothing o f the “ slaves,

* " Whither goest thou ?"

style.
simple. All you have to do is to write your drama in 

fin-de-siecle English, and then insert a number of thees, 
thous, hasts, and whithers in place o f their modern 
equivalents. It is true that the method has disad­
vantages. The English idiom sometimes gets curiously 
mixed in a medley of archaisms. A Roman general 
refers to “  out-flanking ” an enemy. Poppoea so forgets 
her environment as to exclaim : “  You cannot see me to 
advan tage!” And the Christian heroine is so dead to 
anachronism that she springs this astounding remark 
upon Petronius : “  Nothing has ever done what this 
little emblem has accomplished.” Fancy such a sentence 
in the Bible ! And imagine the “  accomplishments ” of 
the Cross thus familiarly referred to in the first century 
after Christ 1

There is a strong family likeness between this play 
and The Sign o f the Cross. The playwright has not 
allowed a too rigid adhesion to the incidents of 
Sienkiewicz’s novel to prevent the introduction of his 
own favorite effects. W e again have the Neronic 
revels— wherein the chorus girls have to look as wicked 
as possib le; and the secret gathering of Christians—  
wherein the same ladies are required to appear as patterns 
of virtue. Once more the “ brethren ”  indulge in un- 
Christlike choruses, till their interruption and arrest by 
Roman guards. Then there is the agony business in 
the dungeons of the arena, where they cackle piously 
within, while the supers howl stridently in the wings 

without.”
The first act finishes with a characteristic Barrettian 

tableau. An order from Nero requires L ygia to leave 
her friends, and be confined within the imperial walls. 
Amid a scene of heartbreaking sorrow she advances to 
the footlights, casts her eyes devoutly upward, and 
exclaims : “ He whom I serve will stand by me and 
protect me— even in the palace of Caesar !”  And, while 
the curtain was rung down to the cheers of an excited 
audience, I was thinking how particularly good that 

stand by ” was.
The leading character of Petronius is played with 

rare skill by Mr. Millward. He is the perfect type of 
old Rome— dignified, courageous, and honorable; and 
even the hot partisanship of Mr. Barrett cannot make 
the Christians look otherwise than contemptible by con­
trast. Like the Devil in Paradise Lost, Petronius defeats 
the author’s purpose, and remains the one heroic, living 
figure in the piece. Mr. Strange, in his version at the 
Adelphi, resisted an obvious temptation. But, alas, I 
know Mr. B a rrett; and throughout the play I am 
haunted by the consciousness that in the end the Arbiter 
will turn Christian and become commonplace.

Did a gleam of artistic insight save Mr. Barrett from 
so wretched a consummation ? As a matter of fact, 
Petronius does not, in actual practice, become a convert. 
The thing, however, is h inted; and in this way, 
apparently, the playwright spares his conscience. 
Petronius is dying ; the poison-cup is emptied ; and in 
his last utterance he gasps these words : “  W hat said 
those Christians ? Another life— better— brighter— 1” 
And upon this crowning absurdity— the assumption 
that the idea of a future life was unknown to Paganism 
— the curtain falls.

* Arbiter of Fashion.



564 THE FREETHINKER. September g, I9°°‘

I have indicated that the Quo Vadis? Christians are 
somewhat colorless. They are, indeed, the most melan­
choly crowd of invertebrates ever presented upon a 
stage. By juxtaposition with the virile Pagans they 
degenerate into shadows. Mr. Barrett evidently recog­
nises how he is handicapped in this resp ect; and yet he 
cannot entirely throw the non-resisting, meek-and-mild 
business overboard. So en revanche he introduces one 
Ursus, a Christian “ strong man,” whose muscles, by 
the way, are rather too obviously unreal. This pious 
Hercules is a perfect miracle of strength, and he 
despatches two Roman gladiators with little more than 
a glance. He is an extremely combative, not to say 
quarrelsome, individual ; and all without prejudice to 
his orthodoxy. The presumedly Christian audience at 
the Metropole evidently admired him very much. In 
the grand tableau, where he is represented twisting the 
neck of an enormous bull, the applause was deafening, 
and the curtain had to be raised a dozen times. This 
is the sort of thing that appeals to up-to-date Christians. 
But when, on another occasion, the newly converted 
Vinicius wishes to resist the Roman guards, and the 
saintly Crispus reminds him that his first religious duty 
is to submit, there is no applause. It is not heroic, but 
it is indisputably Christian ; and what is indisputably 
Christian is correspondingly obnoxious to popular senti­
ment.

The familiarity with Christ’s teachings which so 
strangely distinguished the Pagans of Mr. Barrett’s 
former play* is equally noticeable in Quo Vadis? “  You 
are commanded to love and be merciful,”  remarks 
Vinicius to the too frigid Lygia. Like Marcus Superbus, 
he succumbs simultaneously to her beauty and her 
religion. But in The Sign o f the Cross the Prefect is 
introspective. “ Is it her faith that makes her thus 
beautiful? or doth she beautify her fa ith ? ” he asks. 
Vinicius is much more artless. “ Art thou a Christian ?” 
demands a friend. Vinicius replies in the negative ; 
then adds, with delicious naivete, “ But soon may be !” 
There is another “ convert” among the subordinate 
characters. He is a Roman jailer, and has been much 
affected by the fortitude of Christian prisoners. He only 
retains his position in the Emperor’s service because 
imprisonment and torture of Christians are good for the 
progress of their creed ! “ Nero has not destroyed
Christianity— he has built it !” declares this far-sighted 
warder of the seventh decade, f

W hatever popularity may be gained by Quo Vadis ?  
will not be due to skilful construction or artistic insight. 
Its spectacular effects may save it from entire failure. 
But the chief element of success in the play is its appeal 
to patriotism. On the face of it there seems something 
absurd in the discovery of such an element in a work 
dealing with ancient times and foreign people. But the 
Englishman is commonly taught to identify his country 
with his creed. W hen you exalt Christianity, you 
pander to his national pride. It is nothing that Mr. 
Barrett’s Christians are all foreigners. To the English­
man they are compatriots. They represent his country’s 
religion, which he honestly believes responsible for his 
country’s greatness. He cheers the downfall o f Pagan­
ism for intrinsically the same reason that he celebrated 
the capture of Cronje. Consciously or otherwise, the 
“ religious play ” evokes that racial animosity which is 
the chief constituent of modern “ patriotism .”

E. R. W .

The Universality of Religion : W hat is 
it Worth ?

W hat is called by one prominent writer “ the universal 
testimony of the human consciousness to the certitude 
of religious truth ” is a favorite plea am ong all orders 
o f religious advocacy. From the street-corner evan­
gelist, whose mental condition is far more pathological 
than normal, to the highly-placed and highly-paid pro­
fessor, who veils his general disbelief in religious 
doctrines by emphasising his special disbelief in a too 
complete trust in human reason, there is the same 
triumphant appeal to the universality of religious beliefs 
among mankind. So far as it goes, this universality is

* See The Sign of the Cross, by G. W. Foote. f  a .d . 64.

a fact. That the majority of people, past and presen  ̂
have indulged in some form of religious belief 1S 
statement that none will be inclined to deny, h°w® , 
differently they may interpret the phenomena, 
mere existence of religious beliefs is indisputable ; tn 
influence on human affairs is unmistakable ; but whet 
these beliefs are solidly based on the essential facts 
human nature, whether their influence has been univ 
sally for good, with the relative strength of these be» 
in uncivilised and civilised times, are questions to wn ^  
the religious advocate seldom addresses himself’ a 
beside which their mere universality is of trin 0 
importance. . 0f

For, to the scientific student, this universality 
religious beliefs is not only not surprising, but, { 
were otherwise, much of our present reading of PrltT1' 
human history would be altogether at fault. We b 
long outgrown the belief that religions are manufactu 
articles, designed with an eye to promoting the inter 
of priests and kings— although such a view ot. 
matter was far more frequently attributed by reh» . 
advocates to their critics than it was held by the cr  ̂
themselves. To us religious beliefs are natural  ̂
inevitable expressions of mental culture at one sta?q j. 
human development. They are as natural to the c 
hood of the race as are measles or scarlet fever to 
infancy of the individual. The human mind, w" e | 
it be civilised or uncivilised, expresses the same ge j 
laws in its phenom ena; and exactly the sa m ej11 ^
processes that lead a modern scientist to associate  ̂
movements of the planets with the same force ^  
governs the fall o f a stone, led our primitive ance ^ 
to read their own will and intelligence into natu 
large, and afterwards to tremble before and w’° 0(
the creations of their own . imagination. W e do ^  
reason differently to uncivilised people ; we have 
learned to group our experiences more accurately^.
not place in the same class things that have nq re a .¡jy 
to each other. Consequently, all that this univerf  ̂ ,g 
of religious beliefs means is that, as the human mj0 
everywhere fundamentally alike, the same genera 
elusions have always been drawn from the same g 0f 
conditions. W ere it otherwise, the uniform! t ce 
mental operations would be non-existent and a s 
of mind impossible. the

One might be inclined to place more reliance up . ¡f 
argument from the universality of religious be e0ple 
these were always, or even generally, adopted b) P gut 
when they had reached years of mental maturity 
this is far from being the case. Am on? a civilise“  P, , , — .. 1/nf kn0"
religious beliefs are never adopted as the result 01 sj0o
ledge or reflection. They find themselves in P°sS ĵade(
of these beliefs, and reason on them afterwards.
all the specious excuses put forward by men and  ̂ jt
why they retain their religion lies the basal n0agh
was impressed upon them before they were old Qe0t
to intelligently question its teaching. As a Pr0 0f a
clergyman recently remarked, during the coni'
sermon preached in St. Paul’s C athedral:

“ Consider for a moment by virtue of what 
the mass of Jews and Christians believe in s“ c natur!
(God). Is it by virtue of those observations 
or those philosophical disquisitions by which 1 ted t0 
and nature of God have been defended and atte 1
be proved? As a matter of fact, there are n corfj ___ f _______,________  . , ’ ,,;ho arf '■'„d

do

¡¡nopetent to :Uf)&Ve r?a f s.uch a fffum ents, or who
never havpJhPg'e ° / tlleir validity...... They are no , ^
faith of the LGn’ actual basis and foundation . e 
case is'Ft£ of  b®'ievers. The simple fact 
them from fVi •3t Ip6n and women have had putTimer. eirearbest years certain messages fr0,n J  ♦ »“  c —  in the earf.jpwei*"ii:i".ThCSe f re’ fr°m lbe first, sounding in b»  '  
children, of the young, and of the old, of the 
instructed and of the imperfectly-instructed, an
command allegiance.”

Exactly. All this amounts to is an admission of * 
truth o f what has been so often said in these coin“1 ey 
namely, that people take their religious beliefs ai h;cb 
ake the cut o f their clothes— from the society t° . ¡je a 

they happen to belong, with the difference that, y . (egS 
certain amount o f nonconformity in the matter ot 
or food is permitted or expected, nonconform J  
matters o f religious belief has been usually trea ,evef’ 

r f  §’ravest o f crimes. It is puzzling to see, bo ^  
after Dr. W ace’s admission, what value is &  
argument from general testimony.
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But whatever satisfaction any religionist may derive 
J;°ni the fact that the majority hold some kind of reli-.......... ..... m ajo rity---------  ------ _------ -- - - -
fo n — and to the average individual there is asheep-hke 
eeling of satisfaction in the feeling that he is one of a 

>wr -this feeling might be weakened by anothercro\vd
consid""ismeration that is equally patent— that is, that the 
m.ore civilised a people become, the less bold has reli- 
£10n upon them. Am ong savages the belief in super- 
naturaiism is pretty general. The few exceptions that 
*̂ ere thought to exist have been shown to be not such,
. e confusion arising from investigators either not 
"jquiring' deeply enough or else restricting the meaning 
o religion to its higher and later manifestations. 
“ avage life

higher 
presents us withpeo E’icscllls us witn the picture of tribes of

stitio ,whose hves are absolutely governed by super- 
subs ns op sorr>e form or other. And every step of their 
p0rt-eclUent; development involves a repudiation of some 
croD° n , 0  ̂ their religious beliefs. The planting of 
first r’ , le. breeding- of cattle, the building of boats, the 
arts altering steps that man takes in any and all of the 
Prop' • sc*ences> involve a closer study of the natural 
area ftles things, and a consequent diminution of the 
of a ° Vef which supernaturalism rules. In the history 
lar.r^ Slngle nation, as in the history of the race at 
an(J ’ f° become civilised is to become dereligionised ; 
beCo he more complete the process of civilisation 
The 6S’ greater the amount of unbelief existing, 
as ism?St advanced nations of the world to-day are not, 
s°, p ten, said, the most Christian ; they are the least 
Great “ f U - n d  Spain are far more religious than either 
and th rita‘n> the United States, France, or Germany, 
is ;n .,ey are less advanced in the arts of civilisation. It

,r> the most advanced countries that we find scepti-c1Sm “ iust aavai
the r strongest ; for scepticism is, as Buckle said, not 

So sa t ° f  progress, but its essential condition, 
reljo-j aat) m place of the formula that the truth of 
Witb tu IS demonstrated by its universality, we may, 
the the historic process in our mind’s eye, lay down 
the r Utlf.er proposition, that the whole development of 
pranf;_C® Is a march from Theism in the direction of"racti , iiiaicu irom 1 neism in me uirecuun ui
stag-es a Atheism. If man is religious in the earlier 

ases °^r,h*s history, he becomes less so in his later

and thought, although here again there can be little 
doubt that the relation between the two is that of organ 
and function. Still, so long as our knowledge is not 
exact on these points, it will always give a chance for 
the religionist to use the ignorance of science as the 
warranty for his own beliefs— a chance that he is never 
slow to avail himself of. To the thoroughly religious 
mind, a word is usually as good as an explanation ; 
and the word “ G o d ” — that asylum of ignorance, to use 
Spinoza’s phrase— may continue to do duty in these 
departments until a more complete development drives 
it from these, as it has been driven from others.

Apart, therefore, from the question of whether the 
decline of religion is to be hailed with acclamation or 
faced with fear, its existence is a demonstrable fact. 
The gods grow  fewer in number, poorer in quality, and 
more limited in their jurisdiction. If they are not, like 
Alexander, sighing for more worlds to conquer, they 
are at least dying for want of a dominion to rule over. 
A king without a throne is a nonentity. A God that 
has no hand in the regulating of the world is an 
absurdity ; and, although we may not perceive the 
ridiculous nature o f such a deity at once, it forces itself 
on public attention sooner or later. To the argument, 
then, that the vast majority of people always have 
believed in religion, we need only point to the conditions 
that gave religion birth. To those who plead that a 
large number still believe in it, we can reply that they 
do so in a decreasing measure. The growth of the race 
is from supernaturalism to naturalism. The Theist, 
therefore, is not merely combatting an argum ent; he is 
fighting and seeking to reverse the whole process of 
mental evolution. C. Cohen.

Ph
pr°duch ? uch reli? ion as he possesses now is not a 
less cjC ..?p Present-day knowledge, but a legacy from a 
PhysicV| S6d Phase of existence. As man carries in his 
Scien.-a structures rudimentary organs that are to the
r̂\ . UnmicfolroUIrt Uln onimol nrirrinunmistakable evidences of his animal origin, 

emotional and intellectual naturecarries in his .
es ° f  irrational and savage beliefs. And just as

will
been

ese nh •
s° rel, ■ Slcal structures have dwindled owing to disuse, 
their beliefs have been, and are, steadily losing

A. u Tce ‘n the face of developing knowledge. 
£lemo°nef glance at any, or all, of the sciences
s° cl0 . , a.te this. There is no science that h a s -----
astfon  ̂ intertwined with religious beliefs as has been 
"'herg0' ^ - Not merely in the purely savage state, 
a$ act: be stars and planets are frequently regarded 
advan„ a T living beings, but among comparatively
‘here peoPle>
Ti,„ ,ls no

a close relationship existed. To-day
■ . - -  science that is so free from supernaturalism. 

^ahleo 1 'ant generalisations of Kepler, Copernicus, 
astr0ll ’ Newton, Laplace, have for ever reduced all 
G e o C ^ l  phenomena to problems of physics. 
astr0li ’ because a much younger science than 
’•he rê i'11̂ ! Was never so completely theologised ; but 
’0 pUr action of the causes of all geologic phenomena

T unconscious forces has wiped out of modern 
■ °°oks the many references to the power and 
gi0 -- Deity that made earlier ones ridiculous. 

1,1 any s,b rie fs  never linger long where knowledge is 
e*tent t. exact ; alw ays and everywhere the
'v*lat ha which man has invoked God to account for

any

The National Secular Society.
R e p o r t  of Executive meeting held at 1 Stationer’s Hall Court, 
on Thursday, August 30; the President, Mr. G. W. Foote, 
in the chair. There were also present: Messrs. E. Bater, C. 
Cohen, J. Cooper, W. Heaford, W. Leate, A. B. Moss, B. 
Munton, J. Neate, E. W. Quay, V. Roger, H. J. Stace, 
T. Shore, F. Schaller, T. Thurlow, G. J. Warren, C. Watts, 
T. Wilmot.

Minutes of previous meeting read and confirmed. Cash 
statement received and adopted.

On behalf of the Sub-Committee appointed to make 
arrangements for the Conference re Secular Education, Mr. 
Cohen reported the result of his attendance at the Metro­
politan Radical Federation, where he was most favorably 
received, and three delegates were elected. The Executive 
then proceeded to elect its own delegates—namely, Messrs. 
G. W. Foote, A. B. Moss, C. Watts, W. Heaford, C. Cohen, 
T. Shore, and G. J. Warren.

The following resolution was then carried unanimously : 
“ That this Executive is of opinion that definite and special 
‘ Secular Education ’ candidates, giving it first place in'their 
program, should be found to contest the approaching London 
School Board elections.”

The Delegation to the Paris Congress was next discussed. 
Mr. Foote informed the meeting that pressure of business 
would keep him in London, and Mr. Heaford would there­
fore be the only delegate. Mr. Roger said he was going to 
Paris himself, and he was asked to represent the Society 
with Mr. Heaford, to which he consented.

The President indicated a scheme for a six months’ 
experiment in lecture work, fuller details of which he 
promised to lay before a special meeting to be held on 
Thursday, September 13. The meeting then adjourned.

E d ith  M. V a n c e , Secretary.

C°ncer!f- S3vv vvas ¡n exact proportion to his ignorance 
ln th n&.it:-

the°l°&V S£*enc?s t l̂at deal specifically with living-beings 
Hr lHS ^n£ered longer, because here the pheno- 

?* scure e niUch more complex, the causes are more 
^  (jQ* and exact knowledge is not so easily reached.

ai'thl k'l(m the exact manner in which life origi 
C|entifi  ̂ b?ugh there exists no doubt, to a

pate &
really

jhid tjie
êtvvS e r ) ving- ¡s mere]y a convenient one, and that 
rea.k. e two great classes of facts there is no real 
°'ecmar e do not know the exact relation between 

movements in the brain and nervous structure

mind, that the distinction between the living

Religious “ Corner” Men.
W hen  the curtain rises upon a group of “ nigger ” minstrels 
they are generally found to be seated in a semi-circle. Some­
what similar is the order with the religious groups who 
monopolise the street corners on Sunday evenings, only for 
real arrant nonsense the latter persons describe a whole circle. 
One walks out into the Sabbath evening and passes band 
upon band of these shouting, gesticulating pilgrims— “ Yus, 
once I was a miserable sinner ” at one corner, and we know 
that the professional convert has been turned on. As we go 
on we hear sundry remarks concerning “ Lamb,” which gives 
us pleasant memory of mint sauce and green peas. Further 
along the air is quite sulphurous as a gentleman in red breathes 
forth threats of damnation, hell fire, and other portions of the 
gospel of love. One individual, though, fairly gave the game 
away. Pointing to an adjacent public-house, he exclaimed : 
“ There lies the road to destruction,” and he turned round 
and pointed to his church, “ Come to Jesus and be saved.” 
Business is business. F r a n k  H a l l .
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Acid Drops.

M r . J o b  W ill ia m s  has been writing to the papers against 
the action of the London County Council in regard to the 
Public Parks under its control. It seems to us, however, 
that he and his friends have a very slender grievance. 
Christians have had their own way in nearly everything so 
long that they cannot understand being placed under 
restraint. Mr. Williams forgets that the primary purpose 
of the Parks is recreation. It is simply impossible to let 
anybody and everybody sell things and distribute printed 
matter in such places. Tradesmen would soon be there 
with advertisements, and the ground would be littered with 
handbills. It seems to us that the County Council has 
effected a reasonable compromise. A place in each Park is 
set aside for public meetings, and within the limits of these 
meetings the sale of literature is permitted. True, the 
County Council exacts that copies of the literature sold shall 
be deposited at its office, and this is called a “ censorship.” 
But some sort of precaution seems necessary', and it will be 
time to cry out when this theoretical censorship becomes a 
practical hindrance to freedom. Up to the present we have 
not heard of any case of interference.

With regard to collections, the County Council has made 
another sensible regulation. They may be made at meetings, 
providing they are not taken up by and for individuals. This 
has had the effect of clearing the Parks of a number of 
adventurers, who went there merely to pass round the hat for 
themselves, and had become a perfect nuisance. A few loud­
mouthed and vile-tongued Christian Evidence fellows, uncon­
nected with any real organisation, have disappeared since 
they were unable to “ make a bit.”

Citizens cannot claim precisely the same rights in a public 
place that they exercise in their private residences, meeting­
houses, or places of business. There must be some sort of 
regulation, or the fools, cranks, fanatics, and self-seekers 
make life unbearable for the mass of sound and decent 
people. All that can be fairly stipulated is that the regulations 
shall be as few as possible, and that they shall be strictly 
impartial, which they certainly are under the London County 
Council.

“ We shall meet in heaven,” said Mrs. Weston, of Tooting, 
to her husband, after drinking poison, which caused her death 
and necessitated an inquest, resulting in the usual verdict of 
“ temporary insanity.” It is generally the cracke'd people who 
are so cocksure about these distant foregatherings.

The portrait of Pope Innocent X. by Velasquez is con­
sidered by Professor Friedrich Wagner as the best portrait in 
the world. He describes it as “ really fearful in its truthful 
presentation of the characteristics of the sitter.” “ The 
artist has produced,” he says, “ so astonishing a combination 
of astuteness, of dignity, and of meanness.” This proves 
that Velasquez was. a great reader of men, but it hardly 
proves that Pope Innocent X. was a first-class representative 
of a God of infinite wisdom and goodness.

The Oxford Mission to Calcutta, which originated with the 
Cowley Fathers, began in a small way, but has now a magni­
ficent house of its own in the centre of the student quarter 
of die city. There is a complete system of education for 
natives, with special boarding schools, and a college for 
resident students. But there seems to be a great paucity of 
converts. “ From time to time,” says the official record, “ at 
the rate at present of one or two a year, students do come 
forward to make a public profession of the Christian faith.” 
One or two a year ! What a catch ! At this rate it will take 
millions of years to convert the people of India. And long 
before that Christianity will be forgotten.

That very lively weekly journal, the Topical Times, has 
some editorial remarks in its latest issue on the missionary 
question. “ Why not,” it asks, “ put an end once and for all 
to the attempts that are being made to ram Christianity down 
the throats of Chinamen. It is not good for them, and it is 
not good for Christianity. After all, what we want is to 
cultivate friendly relations with China, and to trade with her. 
But there is no need to include our religion among the 
articles exported ; more particularly as the supply for home 
consumption seems dangerously short.”

As a sort of set-off to the current criticism of Chinese and 
other foreign missions, some marvellous yarns are now being 
told by mission supporters. In face of all the facts to the 
contrary, we are still assured that the Chinese, Moham­
medans, Japanese, and Hindoos are yearning for “ Christ and 
him crucified.” Here is a specimen yarn from the Christian 
Herald: “ A poor old woman in China, who had been con­
verted, but who seemed unwilling to be baptised, was asked 
why she hesitated. * Why,’ she replied, with tears running 
down her cheeks, ‘ you know that Jesus said to his disciples : 
“ Go ye unto all the world and preach the Gospel to every

creature.” Now, I am an old woman, nearly seventy 5’e 
of age, and almost blind. I can tell my husband about J e 
Christ, and I can tell my son, and his wife, when he has o > 
I am willing to speak to my neighbors, and perhaps 1 canh 
to one or two villages ; but I can never go to all the wo j 
Now, do you think he will let me call myself a discipk 
can do no better than that ?’ ”

The chances are that this silly story is a pure invent^
By the way, there is always one little touch introduce 
these tales of so-called conversions. Whether it is a hea j 
who is being rescued from his blindness or a harde . 
“ infidel ” who is about to decide for Christ, we always 
that “ the tears ran down his cheeks.” We don’t on
outside these pious anecdotes so readily given to turning ^  
the eye-water, and streams of it too. But, somehow,^ 
story of conversion seems complete without a copious 
of tears either of repentance or of joy.

When Nonconformist ministers from Wales go on a 
weeks’ or months’ tour through the United States> _ 
comment on their visit is that they are going to qualify 11 
selves for the title of “ D .D .” So says a religious " c 
which in this instance may probably be relied on. , {0 
comment, with its veiled sarcasm, might also be aPPp t̂;s]

d 
in

-----------, ..  ------ ------------------ , — 0— ---- - ‘ British
Nonconformist ministers who from other parts of ttic ”  , el>
Isles go a-touring in the States and return full'11 ® ¡, 
“ D.D .s.” Our American cousins are singularly £enf-t0 
thp Boctnwnl nf thpsp distfnr.tinns. If a little more CliSC ,of
nation were exercised, there would hardly be the cr° .fie 
sky-piloting ignoramuses who now go flaunting about 
“ Rev. Dr.” This or the “ Rev. Dr.” That.

-— — ntte"
An American journal says that a certain religious gc 

man in Chicago rents a pew for ,£600, and then su','.enanied 
of it for a sum a trifle in advance of ¿600. The rent ■ 
seems a little “ stiff” for a pew ; but, apart from tn k 0f 
statement is not incredible. We have met this 
Christian before.

A very nice and gentle curate went to a Yorkshire PU.e(J 
where the parishioners bred horses, and sometimes 
them. He was asked to invite the prayers of the coi 1” .jayS 
tion for Lucy Grey. He did so. They prayed three ,g jje 
for “ Lucy Grey.” On the fourth the clerk told the cur 
need not do it any more. “ Why ?” said the curate ; eple- 
dead ?” “ No,” answered the clerk ; “ she’ŝ  won the. 
chase.” The curate became quite a power in the parl

The Ballet Girls’ Mission had a tea meeting in the is 
gational Chapel, Leicester Square, the other day. 
specially described in the Examiner. After tea the ass ^ 
young ladies began the proceedings by singing “ , . far off- 
arms of Jesus.” That is w ell; he is sufficiently  ̂ stage 
Heaven is a long way from the side wings and 1 1 ^  0f 
door. Still, the fair damsels may be advised to hg11 niarr»e<a 
the Holy Ghost, who once swooped down on a 
woman. ___

A CW C\
Perhaps the Lord was sleeping. A monastery an c;lUseo 

at the Polish Lourdes were recently destroyed by 
by fireworks discharged in connection with the ,®nc?nS* %vefe 
of 40,000 pilgrims. Nine firemen and five pdilrl 
killed, and eighty' persons were injured.

The Rev. H. R. Iiaweis, the outspoken incumbe „ 0ii 
James’s, Marylebone, has been “ going it rather str sai0
God’s Holy Word. In a recent discourse at Margat ¿leifSL 
that many people were not happy about the Bible ; wh’c 1 
were not happy, and children asked awkward questi  ̂ alsO 
mothers did not know how to answer. Intelligent creatiojj 
asked questions. References were here made to tn st*1
of the world in six days, to Noah’s Ark, to the staa. Mf'

’  ' ...................  Explanation«^

clef8&We1fit10 b°
which were not satisfactory. Then was all the Bj, an1
read ? 
Ezekiel

of the sun, to Jonah and the whale.
Haweis continued, were attempted by the clergy aaugj to ^ 
wbirh were not satisfactory. Then was all the Bi ¡s a O' 

Surely not. There were passages in . e nfCcat°/' 
wholly unsuitable. And as to the 1 * js to 

Psalms, he declined to read them in his c , ur?j^w ab°hV 
Bible everywhere a reliable guide in morals • others % 
polygamy, slavery, killing those who killed •TCsWsa „i 
mistake ? There were, doubtless, in the Olu alld 0 
many things not true, not fit to be publicly ie ^  jjusl* 
good as a guide in morals. It was useless to try 
these matters ; they had to be faced. __ ^

w,as sUfl e
Verbal inspiration, Mr. Haweis went on to sa y ,''' t0 the 
myth. How foolish it was to give oneselt * jnsp1,.a myth,

Bible objector, as we must do if we advocate ve, ‘ jutely ,:J 
tion. He did not maintain the Bible to be a , j)C 
Word of God, but he slightly altered the P‘1!'as®’ j  ofsPe3.iS 
say the Word of God was in the Bible ; and, lnst gpqe " 
ing of an inspired history, he preferred to say 1 1 
the history of an inspired people.

, „luck
iust as ‘ jflr.

That the Jews were an “ inspired people ’ lS I . .¿¡¡d 
open to dispute as that their history is inspi >
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aweis disposes of the latter notion almost as effectively as 
homas Paine did over a century ago, and with very much 

110 same kind of arguments. Truly, the world moves.

Believers who lightly discard the notion of a personal
cv,d will not find much support in the Methodist Times

'y.°rk has just -------------- ’ ....................'  ‘  "
fine? by \
°f a perso

lj0f- exile days. The belief is of Persian

nas just been published" on How Much is Left of the Old 
" vetrine?  by Washington Gladden. That writer says the 

ea of a personal Devil was unknown to the Hebrews of 
?nte-exile days. The belief is of Persian origin, and was 
arrowed by the Israelites during the exile. “ Jesus found 

an? C0n,cept‘°n in the minds of the people. _He did not 
tagonise it, but accommodated his teachings to it.”

“ Ti?°n dds absurd evasion the Methodist Times observes : 
t ke explanation really means that Jesus accommodated His 

clungs t0 wbat He must have known was a heathen 
Perstition and a lie "— a supposition the M. T. resolutely 

decl‘nes to accept. ___

An̂  Allowing curious advertisement is from an East 
„ , lan paper: “ Wanted, a steady man Jo look after a 
ton 1 and milk a cow who has a good voice and is accus- 

ed to sing in the choir.” ___

¡npother remarkable advertisement is that which appeared 
d- . .e Church Times the other day. It was from a cleric 
.firing work. O f his “ view's ” nothing was said ; perhaps 
tu. 'Vas not particular on this point. But he insisted that 
s ‘y  should be trout-fishing in the neighborhood, and went 

ar as to add “  brown trout preferred.”

thp̂ aS‘sfrates, like other official persons, are apt to exceed 
air‘^Proper duties. One of their common weaknesses is to

although George Carroll was not a finished orator, or even a 
discreet speaker, he might nevertheless be animated by a 
perfectly sincere opposition to the teachings and practices of 
the Roman Catholic Church. Whether he “ caricatured ” the 
“ Catholic Faith ”— as the magistrate put it— is a matter of 
opinion ; and, in any case, there is no such crime known at 
present to the law of England. It should also have occurred 
to the magistrate that he of all men, by virtue of his office, 
was one of the last persons to suggest the propriety of 
putting a controversialist under the pump, or assaulting him 
in a still more dangerous manner. Finally, we may observe 
that Mr. Plowden’s hope to see all public addresses on 
religion stopped by the law', while it shows him to be a 
bigot, is of no particular importance to the public. His 
individual opinion only counts as he is a member of the 
general community, with a vote in the election of members of 
Parliament. When he goes to the ballot box, he goes, not 
as a magistrate, but as a citizen. And the man who votes 
immediately before him, or immediately after him, may be 
one of the very Hyde Park orators whom he finds so 
obnoxious.

There are squeamish, timid, or bilious persons who w'ant 
“ liberty ”  without paying its price. When they see or hear 
anything they dislike they call for the police. They forget 
that liberty presupposes variety, and that they differ from 
others precisely as much as others differ from them. Liberty 
is the policy of live and let live. No doubt it has some dis­
advantages. If you let all men speak, some men will speak 
nonsense ; and if you let all men have razors, some men will 
cut throats. But no one has yet discovered any good without 
a mixture of evil. What we have to go by is the balance of 
advantage ; and the balance is decisive in favor of liberty 
against compulsion. Liberty is the first condition of accu-. . __ __________ ■ *> 1 1.50..101 *•* . “ ‘y ----

sPtak'lr °P'n*ons on various outside questions, as though | rate thinking and real virtue ;_it is the sole protection ot truth 
extra fr°m the accidental altitude of the bench gave an 
Who,, lmP°rtance to the views they happen to entertain.

tllPCA rronflorMn« 1 ->« —— ¿.1 * — 1---- *-----  * ' -
an and the only safe guarantee of progress.

StWn' 7 “  t l̂ese gentlemen learn that their business is to 
not!on‘ster Bie law as they find it, and that their individual
Pai-r“S as f° the changes that should be made in the law by 
anv ,aFner>t are of no more authority or value than those of 
cohl?ther citizens ? “ Stick to your last ” is good advice to a

> and, metaphorically, it is good̂  advice to the 
traj bers of every other trade or profession— including magis- 

es> and even judges. ___

trif/' Blowden, the Marlborough-street Police Court magis- 
c[eri ’ recently had before him the case of George Carroll, a 
dlar ’ r,es‘ding in Tichborne-row, Edgware-road, who was 
der^ed Wlth “ conducting a meeting otherwise than in a 
i - ^ t  and orderly manner in Hyde Park.” He appears 

rave used ---------------
S S * »

some vigorous language against Roman 
and thus to have caused a “ disturbance.” But

than"n5Ua£e was n°t “ indecent,” and it was no stronger 
lips nf'r> ianguage that may frequently be heard from the 
Itidep 1 . °testant speakers at very “ respectable ” meetings. 
Protp ’ I(: was nothing to the language used by the foremost 
“Thai j * controversialists tw'o or three hundred years ago. 
eleg-a_. “ afnnable cursed holy water” is, perhaps, not an 
S°odn-^Pression ; but “ damnable” and “ cursed” are both 
in n. ‘olical words, which have been, and still are, lrequently 
cho]er- ni°uths of priests. But what in the captain
'idi;»■ 'UlgnaniVVor̂  .IS ln tl,e soldier llat blasphemy; so tne I solemnly at tne congregauuu, ue suuucmjr uuiujcu u» wu- 
°rty Shi,], magistrate sentenced the culprit to pay a fine of tention with the remark: “ Why should not God make an 

lngs, or to go to prison for fourteen days. ass to speak—he made me to speak ?”
In

is a 
so the

Theodore Roosevelt, the Republican candidate for the Vice- 
Presidency of the United States, has called Thomas Paine 
“ a filthy little Atheist.” Thomas Paine was not filthy, he 
was not little, and he was not an Atheist. With those excep­
tions, the description is fairly accurate.

Perhaps it is too much to expect consistency in a bishop. 
Though whether we expect it or not, the fact remains that 
we don’t get it. Take the following glaring example : 
Recently the Bishop of London declared that he could not 
give his livings to elderly curates, age being a disqualifica­
tion. Yet he did not hesitate to make Bishop Barry, who is 
seventy-four years of age, Bishop-Suffragan for West London. 
And he has given the rich and important living of St. James’s, 
Piccadilly, to an already beneficed clergyman who is nearly 
seventy years of age. How is it possible to reconcile the 
prelatical declaration of policy with the prelatical perfor­
mance ?

A well-known Sydney clergyman has been telling a good 
story against himself. While preaching recently an extem­
poraneous sermon, he had occasion to refer to the question of 
miracles. Some people, he said, had a difficulty in believing 
some of the miraculous stories of the Bible, as, for example, 
the speaking of Balaam’s ass to his master. Looking 
solemnly at the congregation, he suddenly clinched his con-

,of t W ‘ng this sentence upon the Hyde Park “ disturber ” An amusing illustration of the grov 
to Catholic nram Mr k„ fk„ athletic clergymen was recently given by

growing demand for 
a country curate,

?Pers • \ f ienso’ as rePorted in the next morning’s news- 
, t,cy ~ Many people would like to see all public speaking 

?re all0;vas.'lable t0 become a very great nuisance. Persons 
,y*t thev ed at present by law to make speeches in the parks, 
a t no arnust do so according to the rules, one of which is 
. deCentSsernbly of persons is permitted unless conducted in 
° the a,nd orderly manner. I think you probably owe it

p5 Ped ]a ? m<rnt ar>d forbearance of the police that you
n°Ple y0 st night with a whole skin, and certainly if  the , „
Par “frensL61̂  addressing and those you were insulting by Christianity is preached ; and at times they have experience 
DM-Hce J u t  caricaturing of the Catholic faith had lost evenings, when all the silly, puerile, and most foolish lan-* ■ * -- -F mmnnfc m o llixarH T’hpv. 5»lcn hctvt*

A Freethinker at the front in South Africa, writing to a 
Newcastle-on-Tynefriend who has sent him this journal, says : 
“ I am quite elated with your kindness in sending me the 
Freethinker, which I am reading with avidity. De Wett 
burnt a mail of letters, etc., lately, and I presume some of
mine are among the ill-fated ones...... Out here at most
stations of any consequence are large green tents, where

- - be heard. They also havePun,'-6 with youi'and iaicl l^nds 0 « ^ ^ ^ ^  t£ a  i n f i d d s t a d ^

deservpCS of this kind simply to pander t0 lhel‘ °wn with Another idiot, at the for eye, tooth for tooth, and
a ¡>r ye no pity. i t ¡s a scandalous thing that any man1 children, and took for his - } 0g_1 The blatant jackass .
Pa^ ln common sense should attack religion i n a P ^ c ¡f tby right hand “^pfardebergl we made a charge froITi tke
merk’, without knowing the components of h.s audl® "^ .....The first day [at PaardebergJ mQn faiiing  rapidly,

ry to law.” ’ '

I t lhere IS a crPj Was rid:,. preat deal of nonsense in this gratuitous sermon. 
In i °Us to dweB upon the prisoner’s “ vanity.” Mr. 

W all hi? nev.er seen him before, and could not possibly 
s motives. It should have occurred to him that,

jaiwo “ -   ---- —
got shot clean through the head, and dropped dead with 
Bible in his pocket. He was a religious bloke, poor fellow ! 
One poor fellow was retiring soaked in blood from head to 
foot. I turned round and remarked to a man behind : ‘ They 
say God is good.’ In the thickest of the fray I never lost
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any of my Atheism. In fact, I became stronger in my con 
victions.” His last words to his friend are : “ Continue send­
ing the Freethinker."

September 9, 19°°^

rest of the day is given to pleasure and society. It 's ®?* 
that only one per cent, of the working men in East Lon 
go to any place of worship whatsoever.”

The old story of the “ Astronomer and the Atheist ” has 
turned up again— this time in the Sunday Companion. It 
professes to relate how an Atheist, admiring an orrery, asked 
“ Who made it?” To which his host, an astronomer, sarcasti­
cally replies : “ No one made it. It came by chance.” This 
dialogue a little time ago was retailed as having taken place 
between Colonel Ingersoll and Henry Ward Beecher. A 
denial was given by members of the Ingersoll family, but, all 
the same, the paragraph went the round of the press. It is 
now re-appearing in its original form as a conversation 
between Athanasius Kirchner and an Atheistic friend un­
named. The story is silly, because there is no analogy 
between an orrery fashioned out of pre-existing materials 
and a universe made out of nothing.

A certain minister, during his discourse one Sabbath morn­
ing, said : “ In each blade of grass there is a sermon.” The 
following day little Gordon discovered the minister pushing a 
lawn-mower about his garden, and ran home to say : “ Oh, 
mother ! I saw our pastor mowing his sermons this morning.”

The Lord rather alarmed his worshippers in Bangor 
Cathedral the other Sunday afternoon. During the service 
the sacristan, hearing a disturbance towards the west end of 
the cathedral, went down the aisle, and found that the tiled 
floor was opening and gaping all around. He hurried to the 
canon in residence, who was preaching, and whispered into 
his ear the terrible words, “ Earthquake, sir !” The service 
was immediately brought to a conclusion. The phenomenon 
is supposed to have been produced by the recent tremendously 
heavy rainfall, combined with the great heat.

That is the natural explanation. As for the Lord, he 
seems to have been quite content to let his devotees undergo 
a little fright. And, perhaps for the fun of the thing, didn’t 
mind the prayer and praise being abruptly terminated.

Many are the tales told of local preachers. On one occa­
sion an exhorter, belonging to Gateshead Fell, was preaching 
after a prayer-meeting ; and, when praying for a penitent, he 
shouted as loud as he could : “ O, Lord ! if thoo winnet save 
this sinner, I ’ll split the form.”

Surely the Deity is to be pitied. He is now to be assailed 
with what is called “ an endless chain of prayer ” against the 
re-election of President McKinley. The Women’s Christian 
Temperance Union have arranged the plan, which works in 
this way: The President makes the first prayer. She 
writes to two women, asking each of them to offer 
prayers, and to write to two others to do so. The 
praying is to continue until the election day, and the pro­
moters of the chain expect that before then half the women 
in the States will have petitioned Heaven to bring about 
McKinley’s defeat. Poor God !

A contemporary, discussing the next Church Congress 
after Newcastle, says : “ Brighton is not popularly supposed 
to be fervently attached to religious exercises.” “ No !” says 
the Topical Times; “ we have never noticed Brighton abso­
lutely oozing spirituality ourselves, now we come to think 
of it.” ___

The author of The Dawn of Revelation— which book, by 
the way, would be better named The Eclipse of Revelation 
— does not seem disposed to sit down meekly under the 
censure of the “ Presiding Member of the Mothers’ Union.” 
He defends himself quite manfully against her strictures. 
He says : “ If the ‘ Presiding Member’ were aware how the 
Old Testament has been of late neglected in the teaching of 
Christian families, and perfunctorily taught in schools by 
those who were aware of the existence of modern contro­
versies about it, but who had neither time nor books to 
enable them to work out the question for themselves, she 
might have more sympathy with an attempt to restore it to 
its proper place in education.”

This is very well, except as regards the use of the word 
“ restore.” What he really means is “ an attempt to reduce 
it to its proper place in education.” To restore means to 
return, to reinstate ; but that, as applied by him to the 
position of the Old Testament, is absurd. His view of the 
book has never been generally held in history by any but 
much-maligned “ infidels to whom, by the way, he is 
indebted for most of his incredulity.

“ A Member of the Mothers’ Union” also writes to the 
Church Times. She laments that there is only too much 
truth in the assertion that “ the English are no longer a 
church-going people.” She remarks that “ Family prayer— 
grace before and after meat— the observance of Sunday, have 
passed away in a vast number of homes, and even among 
more religious people church-going is not unfrequently 
reduced to an early service on Sunday morning, while the

“ Hubert ” contributes to the Sunday Chronicle an in̂ _ 
resting sketch of Nietzsche and his philosophy. He llu°. s 
the following observation by Nietzsche on moral Agn°* , 
like George E liot: “ They have got rid of the Christian t w  
and now think themselves obliged to cling firmer than e 
to Christian morality. Having given up their religion« '  ̂
feel that they must make up for it with a double dose 
respectability.”

Upon this “ Hubert ’’ observes : “ I rather fancy thatan)°”f 
who has the acquaintance of a certain type of Freethi 
will recognise the truth of this biting gibe.”

One must certainly dissent from Nietzsche’s sugg®5̂  
that Freethinkers cling to “ Christian morality.” That is 
very thing that Freethinkers are mostly impelled to ass ^ 
As to the “ double dose of respectability,” a great Hea 
course, depends on what is meant by “ respectability- 
the true meaning of the term, disassociated from any 110 -t| 
of mere conventional pretence and cant or smug conL,nj
_____.............................______________ i. . . a t .  o ““respectability is something very much to be aimed at. 
we take it, therefore, to he a compliment and not ",;ng 
Freethinkers, “ of a certain type,” are credited with ha
absorbed a double dose.

The tender mercies of the righteous are cruel. A P 
hound named Frederick Ellen has been charged at. * ^  
minster with ill-treating his daughter aged eight. DO ^  
night of June 19 this sanctimonious brute kept the chh 
till one o’clock to learn a Bible lesson he had set her. ,̂aS 
grew tired and stupid, could not learn the texts, and 
then beaten by defendant with a strap for a considerable

The savage wretch, of course, whined like a_ cur '  ^  
brought before the magistrate by the National Society 1° . 
Prevention of Cruelty to Children. He pleaded that h® fS 
been in one situation a long time. We hope his_ en?P °̂ -aS 
will kick him off their premises. Then he said he 
practically a total abstainer— as if that had anything 1 ^  
with it. The stipendiary merely bound him over in his a 
recognisances. He ought to have been sent to gaol ^  
month, or, better still, he should have been flogged I 
hour with his own strap. ___

Righteous Rhyl ! A tobacconist there was last week 
£ 2  12s. for selling tobacco on Sunday. Two visitors ^g 
fined 2s. 6d. each for aiding and abetting. This is one .(j, 
dangers of visiting that howling wilderness of arid sand, 
its meagre glimpse of sea somewhere on the horizon, 
place deserves to be reduced to bankruptcy.

There
Hall on Sunday afternoon 
them, said that 
the times.” Yes, 
circles

EseteÎwas a large gathering of the Y . M.C. A. at 
Sunday afternoon, and a Mr. Coldicott, who a^jnieS ofof

“ Insincerity was one of the great cri .y j 
!, and it is the peculiar “ crime ” of re

was
This Mr. Coldicott showed that, in one respect, thef {|jg 

no hypocrisy about himself. He boldly enunciate jj[e 
orthodox old Christian doctrine of exclusive salvation- 
said that he had found, especially in Buddhist con ^  
many who were “ moral, philanthropic, patriotic, km 
generous.” But these good people were all “ UÎ i-,rist-” 
because they did not “ believe in the Lord Jesus rr/hat ‘5 
This is the doctrine of the Thirty-nine Articles. * fife 
more, it is the doctrine of the New Testament. A gp aVefl- 
does not take a man a single step on the road to oe5t
That place is reserved for true believers. Many an j fel
unbeliever is roasting in hell, and many a believing sc 
plays a harp in heaven. ___

Archdeacon Colley, of Natal, is at present in London’ jp 
on Sunday last he preached at St. Peter’s, Kensing^ a 
the course of his sermon he asked, “ Was there not a n V  
thing as a religion of common sense ? And his j0n > 
was, “ Yea, verily.” Well, perhaps there is such a r | tfiat 
but, if so, it must be very much like the religion, ,̂j,at 
famous writer, Lord Shaftesbury. Being asked o .̂¡se 
religion he was, he replied: “ The religion of ®.Vj .  “ 
man.” And being asked what that was, he repbe 
wise man tells.” ___ .

¡iflU
As the word “ religion ” is used by Archdeacon CoJ ® Ye a 

his brethren of the Black Army, there cannot possi 
religion of common sense. As easily might there ne ^¿p 
square, or a bittersweet. The very terms contra „ ¿po 
other. All supernatural religion is based upon_ *al^ cyeff 
that is the negation of common sense. The Pn e s ,an w'ijP 
religion, where they dare to say so, teach that the ¡atew 
reasons is lost. In other words, as old Hobbes p neVe‘ 
put it, religion is like a pill ; if you chew it you 
swallow it.
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Special.

The FREETHINKER has been for several months, and is 
S«U, published at 1 Stationers’ Hall Court, Ludgate Hill 
London, E.C., the office o f the Freethought Publishing 
c°nipany, Limited, w here a ll orders and commumc - 
ll°ns should be addressed. Readers are warned againSPnrfi-
ênding orders to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stoneeutter-street, 

Those premises have for some time been definf
E.C,
tively

closed, and Mr. Forder has no connection 
Whatever with the Freethought Publishing Company 
^ 0 cannot be answerable for anything sent to him.

Mr. Foote’s Engagements.
S "
(Y^fjnber 16 and 23, London ; 30, Glasgow. 

°°er 7, Manchester; 21, Birmingham.

Mr,
To Correspondents.

antj Quarles  W a t t s ’s E n g a g e m e n ts .— September 9, 16, 
Athp 2̂ ’ Camberwell ; 30, Athenaeum Hall ; October 7,
Boito"3* '”  Hall; 9 and 10, debate at Bolton; 14 (Sunday) 
c0m n ’ . 21, Birmingham. November 4, Liverpool.— All 
2, p »nications for Mr. Watts should be sent to him at 
aam„arHlnia-road’ Balham, S.W. If a reply is required, a 

B, and addressed envelope must be enclosed.
J. \yAL' !'MAN— Thanks. See "Acid Drops.”

Soll’s f R— T"he American complete edition of Colonel Inger- 
his fa ?.ctu.res> addresses, essays, articles, etc., published by 
n°t Vet' 'S be ‘n ‘ we‘ve volumes, and to cost £5. It has 
quetl reached England. There has been a delay in conse- 

\V, q 6 ° ‘ the inclusion of extra matter.
A. b  p! bell — Duly to hand. We are obliged, 

the snk^NCH.'—Y ° u w'dl find a mass of valuable information on 
tvhici, ■ 'ect 'n the late J. M. Wheeler’s Footsteps of the Past, 
2s., ?ou can order from our publishing office. The price is

Mi;:MnEr‘‘L 2d- postage.
V, “«Mus Write«Th, writes :— “ By all means have the Freethinker folded.
fine iohV,Sa8rents are awfully careless. By the way, I had a 
differ Se‘  the paper here [Brighton]. I called at eight 

,,t° see t before I got a copy. The local ‘ saints ’ ought

w, — Many thanks for cuttings
W. p

1 AJA.

Perien Dav id so n .— Duly to hand. Much obliged. “ My ex- 
den;e ,ce’ you say, “ of Spiritualism is that investigation is 
lilte a t  ̂ could get into a séance now and then, but anything 
pro0f CfSt Was refused, which rendered all I saw useless as a 
comm°* anything.” We believe your experience is not un- 
Athei ?n' tVe have frequently offered to find some competent 
tion ha 10 s‘‘ on a committee of investigation, but our sugges- 
With -,,,S never fascinated the Spiritualists. By the way, and 
-> - al‘ due - ■ —  -nsht

W,
snt they k,reS êct to them, it is difficult to see what special 
eaiselVpQ ave to the name they bear. They ought to call 

That is honest and distinctive.Coy ,.’ eS Spiritists.
li
L Gq

/T • -»---Aiiat 13 uuucai aim ui9nui>u>v<
t, rtleetinl  .‘verP0°l)-— Glad to hear you opened with a good 
*'■  1 ~ ® ln your hall on Sunday evening.

‘°o la t e ^ — X our article on “ A Talk About Heaven” arrives 
f°Urad ■ ‘ k‘s week’ s issue. It will appear in our next, and 

j, °r'vard to®Js> wh° are many, will have the pleasure of looking

0t> ®haketT— le a se d  to know you appreciate our articles 
M r̂ne. J’f are’ We have begun the writing of our projected 
J r- p0’ , ' ' e note your opinion that Mr. Cross’s portrait of 
Gentu S’ which is being sold for the benefit of the Twentieth 
r?nWbut und>'s most excellent. Glad to hear that you will 

\\i evvise 6 to Shilling Week.” Every Freethinker should do
' To
?!Jrt'erol,t° ' IPS? N'— Sorry to hear the attendance was not as 
' eW gr as >t should have been at your opening meeting at 

\ycfi an p'v ̂ t° n’ hut pleased to hear that Mr. Watts gave you
0rds"^Xcedent a°d highly-appreciated lecture. " Deeds, not 

About”1 X°oc* raott°i especially if the deeds have a financial

B T or;

N  «uer0 bea. . r y°ur lecture at Station-road, where we are gratified

’ W. them.
• Mos ■ Ur^e r — In our next.ass.,

afte Mou must indeed have had a rush to get to West 
J> j qcar y ‘ a'our lecture at Station-roai 

M, u had such a good meeting.
> EguTs T hanks for cuttings.
2 * » t C r Y . . ,  it is amusing- to read that the Catholics 
f„°uls 0r .Urn>ngf of two dead bodies, formerly tenanted by
C aS‘he he,r|  '  ‘ ' ..............................
‘he 

. ‘he,

U - ine Profession, but finally stinking and dangerous 
tjj ‘holic ,̂aflue.  ̂Never mind the danger to the living. The 
ho C*°c‘rin 1Urc*’ ‘s against cremation, because it knows that 

0 ,? Practir-X ‘ ho resurrection of the body is bound up with
r ” m . M p°fb u r!a l-
re, nt!e th o LUSKEY (Devonport), sending a donation to the
Bq h at Iea qrl‘ury Fund, says: " I  think the Fund ought to 

8
F. O f h f e  Soo, if every Freethinker had a clear concep-

'Or^a'DGE - -— •‘»cuttings.
. Acknowledgment in another column. Thanks

y> and did it.”Ili to 1
f0̂ TRlDr-.»~'Thanks forrPRlno 

dittaince with list.

F r eeth o u g h t  T w e n t ie t h  C e n t u r y  F u n d .— Fresh acknowledg­
ments :— Captain Taylor, £1 ; G. B. H. McCluskey, £1 ; James 
Hooper, 5s. ; Jane Hooper, 5s. ; Well-wisher, 10s. 6d. ; W. 
Smithyman, £1 ; J. Partridge (promise redeemed), 10s. 6d.

G. J. W a r r e n .—Thanks for the marked copy of Justice, It is 
pleasant to see that our Socialist contemporary is alive to the 
fact that "secular education ’’ must be fought for, and that “ It 
is hopeless to look for any very material progress in education 
while it is dominated by clerics."

O ld  R ea d e r .—A characteristic answer, and just what we 
expected. It is useless to argue against a malignant pre­
judice. Silence is the best policy. We suspect we gave more 
space to the matter than it deserved.

A. B u t l e r .—Thanks for the extract. Mrs. Besant’s new recipe 
for India—to send out a member of the Royal Family as a per­
manent ruler— is of a piece with all her “ philosophy ” since she 
abandoned Secularism. The red-hot Republican and rampant 
Materialist has gone far since she fell under the Blavatsky influ­
ence, as we predicted she would when she took her first step on 
the road. A good many Freethinkers thought us “ severe ” 
then. But we knew the road, and they didn’t.

E n q u ir e r .— There are just a few copies of Dillon’s Sceptics of the 
Old Testametit still in stock. The book is really an admirable 
one. The price is 3s. 6d. Order of the Freethought Publish­
ing Company, and add 3d. for postage.

H. S h ep pa r d , J. W a r n e r , W . W a y m a r k , J. P l a t t , M. Sam u els, 
and J. Isaac .— Thanks for copies of the paper sent.

R e c e iv e d .— Margate Gazette— Grays Gazette—Crescent— Daily 
News—Justice— Huddersfield Examiner— Ethical World— Blue 
Grass Blade—Literary Guide— Manchester Daily Dispatch— 
Newcastle Weekly Chronicle—’Truthseeker (Bradford)—Public 
Opinion— Liberator— Lucifer— Truthseeker (New York)— Brad­
ford Telegraph—Torch of Reason— Fria Ord—Secular Thought 
— Two Worlds— Boston Investigator— Free Society—Glasgow 
Daily Record.

F r ien d s  who send us new spapers would enhance the favor by 
m arking the p assages to which they wish us to call attention.

T he National Secular Society’s office is at 1 Stationers’ Hall Court, 
Ludgate Hill, E.C., where all letters should be addressed to 
Miss Vance.

L e c tu r e  N o t ic e s  must reach 1 Stationers’ Hall Court, Ludgate 
Hill, E.C., by first post Tuesday, or they will not be inserted.

L e t t e r s  for the Editor of the Freethiiiker should be addressed to 
1 Stationers' Hall Court, Ludgate Hill, E.C.

O r d e rs  for literature should be sent to the Freethought Pub­
lishing Company, Limited, 1 Stationers’ Hall Court, Ludgate 
Hill, E.C.

T he Freethinker will be forwarded direct from the publishing 
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid :— One year, 
10s. 6d.; half year, 5s. 3d.; three months, 2S. 8d.

S cale  o f  A d v e r t is e m e n t s :— Thirty words, is. 6d.; every suc­
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements One inch, 
4s. 6d.; half column, £1 2s. 6d.; column, £2 5s. Special terms 
for repetitions.

Sugar Plums.

W e regret to state that the Athenaeum Hall will not be 
opened for Sunday evening lectures until September 16. The 
proprietor has delayed the necessary cleaning and repairs, 
and it is impossible to resume the meetings until these are 
completed, which he promises they will be by the date 
mentioned.

The last of the Freethought Demonstrations for the present 
was held at West Ham on Sunday afternoon. Mr. Wilson’s 
brake served as a platform again, and a good crowd 
assembled around it. Mr. A. B. Moss acted as chairman, 
and led off with a capital speech, which was much appre­
ciated. Mr. C. Cohen followed with an excellent address, 
full of good points. Mr. Watts was not present, being engaged 
elsewhere ; but Mr. Foote wound up the proceedings with a 
speech that was freely punctuated with laughter and applause ; 
Miss Vance meanwhile looking after the collection. Alto­
gether it was a highly successful gathering.

August was a most disgraceful month in the matter of 
weather, but it ended very fairly. The last day was fine and 
warm, and we looked forward to a good day on September 1 
for the N. S. S. Annual Children’s Excursion. Unfortunately, 
the climate of this dear island kept up its fickle character, 
and the day opened with a steady, nasty rain, that looked as 
though it would last till the same date in 1901. However, it 
desisted somewhat before eleven o’clock, and the children 
whose parents had allowed them to dare the weather—about 
a half of those who would have come under other conditions 
— were driven off in brakes to Underhill Farm, High Barnet. 
Had the sun been shining, it would have been a very enjoy­
able drive, for the longest way was taken, as arranged, and 
it was through some beautiful country, adorned with lush 
grass and noble trees. Still, the youngsters were merry 
enough, and the rain mercifully held off most of the time. 
When they stopped on the road for their first refreshment 
they disposed of piles of buns and gallons of gingerbeer. 
Arriving at Underhill Farm, they first repaired to a tent 
fixed up for them, and were presented with packets of con­
fection. Then they broke loose into a big field, where they
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had donkey and pony rides, swings and races. Some of the 
bigger boys played football. The grass was wet, but the sky 
kept clearing, until at last the sun came out and threw a 
welcome cheerfulness upon the scene. At five o’clock they 
sat down to a good tea, and after more fun in the field they 
were packed into the brakes again and driven home by 
another and shorter route. All the way back they sang 
songs, and were as jolly as jolly could be ; and, in spite of 
all disadvantages, they said they had had a “ lovely” time.

The elders who were with the party included Mr. and Mrs. 
Foote, Mr. Watts, Mr. Cohen, Mr. Quay, and Mr. Leat, who 
mounted a pony in clown’s costume, and afforded the 
youngsters a good deal of merriment. Mr. Leat is a handy 
man for these occasions ; indeed, he is so for all occasions. 
Miss Lovell played the attentive nurse to an indisposed little 
girl, who was evidently suffering from a cold ; and Miss 
Vance was, as usual, up to eyes in all sorts of work. She 
must be glad, in one sense, that the excursion is over.

This Children’s Excursion is not yet paid for— that is to 
say, its expenses are not covered by subscriptions. The total 
cost is about £ 15. Roughly, a half of that amount has been 
subscribed. The other half ought to be in the Secretary’s 
(Miss Vance’s) hands immediately.

Last Sunday evening Mr. Charles Watts lectured in the 
Secular Hall, New Brompton, to an exceedingly attentive 
audience. We are pleased to hear that Mr. Watts was in 
“ excellent form,” and that his lecture was “ enthusiastically 
received.” This evening, Sunday, September 9, Mr. Watts 
lectures in the North Camberwell Hall, 61 New Church-road, 
under the auspices of the Camberwell Branch of the N. S. S.

The Birmingham Branch issues an appeal for Funds, 
which we hope will meet with a liberal response. Mr. 
Percy Ward’s engagement with the Branch terminates at 
the end of September, and it is desired to secure a con­
tinuance of his services, but this cannot be done without 
further financial support. Mr. Ward is Lecturer and 
Organiser to the Branch. He has delivered a number of 
open-air lectures during the summer, and a considerable 
quantity of Freethought literature has been distributed at 
the meetings. He has also delivered indoor lectures at 
the Prince of Wales Assembly Rooms. Last, but perhaps 
not least, the Branch has invited him to stand as a “ secular 
education” candidate at the Birmingham School Board 
elections in November, and he has consented to become a 
candidate. This is a bold, but necessary, challenge to both 
the great parties, and particularly to the so-called Liberals, 
who have actually expanded their “ religious education ” 
program in order to take the wind out of the sails of the 
Church party. We sincerely hope that Mr. Ward will win a 
seat. That he will make a good fight is beyond question. 
But fighting is thankless work without resources, and we 
trust the Branch’s appeal will bring these into its exchequer. 
Donations can be sent to Mr. J. Partridge, hon. secretary, 
65 Cato-street ; or to Mr. W. T. Pitt, hon. treasurer, 
60 Kenyon-street.

London newsagents are complaining that they cannot get 
the wholesale agents to supply them with a proper number 
of copies of the Freethinker, or to take back their changes. 
This is simply pure “ cussedness,” for the Freethinker has 
always been supplied on sale or return. Perhaps the news­
agents who experience this difficulty will kindly send par­
ticulars direct to the Freethought Publishing Company. If 
they do, they shall be waited upon, and some arrangement 
made for supplying them sufficiently.

The important Conference on Secular Education and the 
approaching London School Board elections, convened by 
the Executive of the National Secular Society, will take 
place on Tuesday evening (Sept. 11) at 8 o’clock in the large 
hall of the Club and Institute Union. The following 
organisations have appointed delegates to this Conference :— 
The Metropolitan Radical Federation, the National Secular 
Society, Edmonton Branch N .S.S., East London Branch 
N.S. S., North Camberwell Radical Club, East London 
Ethical Society, Kentish Town Branch S. D. F., Marylebone 
Branch S.D . F., Stoke Newington Branch S. D. F., New 
Lansdowne Liberal and Radical Club, South London 
Ethical Society. Other appointments have probably been 
made, or will be made, but we can only include those to 
hand on Tuesday, September 4. Messrs. Foote, Watts, 
Cohen, Moss, Heaford, Shore, and Warren will attend on 
Tuesday evening.

Secular Thought (Toronto) reproduces Mr. Foote’s article 
on “ Chinese Horrors.” We are glad to receive our excellent 
Canadian contemporary again. It has been reaching us 
fitfully of late.

We beg once more to call attention to the Application 
Form for Shares in the Freethought Publishing Company, 
Limited, which will be found on the last page of this week’s

Freethinker. In the midst of other enterprises, this 
should not be forgotten. The fate of our literary propag 
in the immediate future is bound up with it. Every 1 
thinker who can afford to invest something in this Comp  ̂
even if it be only the amount of a single share, is un j 
moral obligation to do so. We are not mincing ma-tters,  ̂
we do not intend to. We appeal straight to the sense 0 
to the cause in the hearts of Freethinkers.

Bible English.

For many years I have been under the second-hand imp ^  
sion that, brutal, disgusting, and silly as are many 0 .
incidents and teachings translated of the Jew Boob, 
these drawbacks notwithstanding, its English was impec.¡„pie 
and that our ablest writers in prose have found the ex 
for their best style in the English translation of that 000 t I 
of those books. Now, I am no stylist myself, altno S g(. 
admire concise, terse, vivid, and chromatic writing | ej 0wn 
I meet with it ; and to-night it occurred to me to take ^  
my Polyglot Bible, and sample its renowned prose, win ’ e 
to now, I have weakly accepted as being what so many 
claimed for it— a perfect pattern of English as she sno v|{„
written. My copy opened haphazard at Deuteronomy ĉ ng 
and verse 5 runs therein as follows : “ Then shalt thou ^  
forth that man or that woman which have comml*te ..nan, 
wicked thing unto thy gates, even that man and that vl 
and shall stone them with stones till they die.” j ¡¡o

Will you be surprised at my astonishment? I re ty,is 
further then, but took up my “ pupil pen,” and bega . 0{ 
screed. The verse quoted contains thirty-four f i0?Lxcs-' 
these thirty-four words, fourteen— those printed in n a 
are mere redundances and repetitions. As for st01J nes? 
woman to death, how could that be done without s 
Mark Twain probably would suggest stoning to deal ¡cS; 
feathers as a more humane method of murdering tie, n s

5B ** y’g
translation. To me the verse reads more like an attô  ^
business-English than that of a scholar,
11 read : “ And thou shalt come unto the priestsVefsê ’z > :

leainers a.s a. inure iiuniaue meuiuu ui iiiuiutin*h froiB a 
but he is a mere w ag, and didn’t learn his E n g lish ^ ^ y ’s

, am"
■ vites

11 reaa : "rt.no tnou snait come unco uie priests, . _ujre, 
and unto the Judge that shall be in those days, and mH ^  
and they shall show thee the sentence of judgment- gt  (hal 
thou shalt do according to the sentence which they J 
place which the Lord shall choose shall show thee; arJ 
shalt observe to do according to all that they im °n , 01, 
according to the sentence of the law which they shall tea ^  
and according to the judgment which they shall tell tj 
shalt do ; thou shalt not decline from the sentence wm jjsh, 
shall show thee to the right hand nor to the left.” y  biJteie 
quotha ! Padding, legal padding ; mere horsehai , not 
chair stuffing ! One hundred and nine words— if I c0 
miss, for I am not strong in figures, which are ejei words 
delusive than facts— and of these five score and m° and 
not less than forty-eight are mere repetitive surplus3» 
meaningless addenda ! 0fth,s

0  ye gods, Hebrew and heathen, save us from mor
flood of tautologic slush ! , t,o0l{ 0*

1 can no farther go on hunting after English in the ŷ̂ y, 
our idolatry. Errors upon error’s head accumulate Vj0glish 
my solicitor’s charwoman can express herself in an Q fof 
more compact than the English of the drivellers tha -pel6' 
Deuteronomy. Poor penny-a-liner writers of tortu° j rawfl' 
graphese, go ye to Deuteronomy and learn your long; u0ioi' 
out trade : how to convey the smallest quantity 0 
portant information in the greatest quantity of wind û r 
this the translators will teach you, and in this, 0 ^affI to 
Book, shall be examples for you wherefrom ye shall yoUf 
fill your columns with verbal bran-mash, to sa a|{6 ohe 
heads from the trouble of providing ideas, and to n 
small fact go as far as fifty big ones did before j 1 \ 1)0“

Really, sirs and madames, when I started this set p0uf 
a little English at the tip of my pen ; but n°w> oraliSfd> 
verses of holy writ, I am corrupted, my prose is den ne, 
a long-cherished— on faith of others— illusion has g 
unto a burst bubble ; and, after the Deuteronomjca■ g oU

wickedly I have done this thing of ho t0 th
to

seeing how wickedly I have done this thing . lu 
glorious English language by ignorantly referring ,e t 
translation of the Bible as its famous exemplar, I ° jj 111 
hale me before some good judge of prosody “ that sn j^ e p 1’ 
these days, and ask him to show the sentence of Ju f , vbic’’ 
and thou shalt

ClOiV mill to OllVJW LUO OUHV.._
, t , do unto me according to the sentence
1 11 f la P ace’ which the Lord-knows-who shall 1 ^

shall show thee, and shall observe to do according to f  se 
he informs ye ; according to the sentence of the laws 0,L;ch 
which he shall teach ye, and according to the judgment (|,e 
he shall tell ye ye shall do ; ye shall not decline
spnlpnrp w h .r l, cEp II v „  f , • J t )ian d t l O t  1

days, sentence me not to learn any more nngi»*** •• ujy w - ,
lation of ancient and unknown Asiatic authors, hun g0o 
bow to his decree. For ’twere better freely to rea y ,iii 
English of Janies Thomson’s Speedy Extinction oj t|,ari 
Misery, or his Fair of Saint Sylvester, in durance vl. ’ p eiJte 
be compelled to read English, as she is written 
onomy, on the other side the wall.
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Free Inquiry.
and is baptised shall be saved ; but he that believeth not 
shall be damned.” Once establish among mankind the 
erroneous notion that truth is confined to one particular 
channel, and that those who do not go in that directioniT has been well said : “ Let not the freedom of inquiry be cast forth as a “  withered branch, then the

shackled. I f  it multiplies contentions among the ibility 0f  unfettered thought should immediately
'Vlse and virtuous, it exercises the charity of those who feeP ent. The fact is being more and more recog- 
contend. If it shackles for a time the belief that is nise^Pby intelligent thinkers that opinion1,1s the result ojested only upon prejudice, it finally settles it upon  ̂ ie A~''
hfoader and m J l  ‘ 'and more solid basis o f conviction.” This is organisation and evidence. ---- — ...... .̂*..5
tend L  the Secularist’s position, inasmuch as he con- punishment for the imperfections of the one, or for the

Us that free inmiii-«r „ „ 1.. „  „11 -I---- IJ lim itation  o f  th e  o th er the ‘ ¡ o r n h .lc i  r«
Possess I  / .I  “ W 11?
pursuit ’ r ut that 11 1S aE ' • Ult of truth.

is not only a right all should limitation ot the other, the Secularist policy is to 
is an indispensable essential in the encourage the widest and most diversified thoughts, 

lati—  UI truth. A s uniformity of opinion upon specu- seeking to correct by unfettered inquiry and honest 
the 1E l i o n s  is not alw ays practicable nor desirable, criticism those which are erroneous, 
each. ®?st liberty of investigation should be afforded to If we take literally the injunction to “ prove all things,” 
vie" lnd‘vidual, whose thoughts and expressions of their and apply it to the evidence necessary to establish the 
Johnc* 0uId have the fullest range. W e believe with truth of Christianity, what does the impartial inquirer 
exor . art Miil that “ the peculiar evil of silencing an discover ? Apart from the ethical features of Chris- 
race ,0n of an 0P>nion is that it is robbing the human tianity, which furnish no evidence of the validity of its 
i»hn posterity as well as the existing generation, those claims, what does it present to our view ? V ery little 
hoU ? 'Ssent from the opinion still more than those who else than dreams and visions that violate rational con- 
OBB-Jr .If the opinion is right, they are deprived o f the ceptions o f the methods of nature. W e are asked to
1 OrtUQjf-y r \ f  ____ _ c  j- .f . j 1 - • r  .1 o r>r>onf 00 “  m - r \ r \ f c  i f  a i - a n  a n  -------------- 5lose I T ?  ° f  chanffing error for truth ; if wrong, they accept as “  proofs ”  stories that stagger reason and 
cept| Vhat is almost as great a benefit, the clearer per- defy common sense. Laws of logic and rules of evi- 
collisi ani? livelier impression of truth, produced by its dence demand the production of facts that would carry 

p with error.”  conviction to the mind. But this is what the “ proofs,”
'v°rds SfSed Christians are very fond of quoting the offered on behalf o f Christianity, do not provide. 
Which • St’ Paul— “  Prove all things ; hold fast that Instead of doing this, the New Testam ent is full of 
faith foS 8:0011 for the purpose of showing that their narrations that mock our reasoning faculties. Glaring 
mist p Vors free inquiry. But this is one of the many as the evidential defects are, the excuses made for them 
‘'fitting which Christian advocates are constantly com- are as fallacious as they are impertinent. W e are told, 
p.r°Paf' The method which they usually adopt in their f° r instance, that such stories might convince us if we
ti0n .o ^ n a a  c e r ta tn lv  in-**- a a a ^ A  n ,:+u ____ d id  n o t  re fn s a  fn  hp r n n v in r p H .  Tf ic  c im n n cp rl t h a f  w p

Phr;
to a certain ly does not accord w ith the injunc- did not refuse to be convinced. 

Prove all th in g s.”  A  faran Liiings. /i iar more appropriate 
of . Se Por them to adopt, judgin g from their treatment

opponents ............... ..Wh;at would be ;. _______“ Believe, and take for granted,
rea(j' We say unto you .” Those who have impartially 
that -t history of the Church need not be informed 
proving P°hcy has alw ays been to discourage the 
Opî  £> ° f  all things which were opposed to their own 
adV|Cen*- The most consistent followers of St. Paul’s

H i the rJ6 i366? c° n.de.mned by thf  Church as heretics j  . legitimate purpose unless it produces conviction 
death result o f their inquiry has been persecution and & - I . «IT'«
Chr There is a. marked difference between the
ths, Stlan i.

It is supposed that we 
can w ill a thing to be untrue. That is, it is held that 
those extraordinary tales in the New Testament appear 
to be erroneous because we are determined not to be 
convinced that they are true. W ilful unbelief is reck­
lessly urged against us. But really such charges only 
reveal the ignorance and bigotry of those who make 
them. Nothing ought to be plainer to the candid mind 
than the fact that it is the insufficiency of evidence that 
is the cause of non-credence. No evidence is sufficient

nterpretation o f St. 
is supplied by the

Paul’s injunction and 
logical method. The

tion k ‘“ us Practically s a y :  “  Carry on you ^  we
thinly aH means ; but it must be within 1 tbe
fea^ allowable.”  Logic, on the contra y, > ^
C nable meaning o f the injunction is, that *  J
of k 01 tbe examination of any question is . tbe
¿¡»»»an capacity. O f course, _ the reason why tM
the r„ch has restricted free inquiry is obviou .  ̂ un_
trameXam'nati° n of the claims of Christia J  ^
4 ^ e l l ed thought, in the light of SultlVa^ u l d e s . ”
por y  doubtless lead to serious “ religious reason
tend1|: Is well known that the exercise o f human rea

s 1° impel an honest inquirer to
Seize on truth where’er ’tis found, r\ *

Ut ; On C hristian or on other ground.

[?ally t̂ uPP°sing we assume that St. Paul’s injunction 
^hfistlg^aa5 that we should prove all things, including

to• ®stion 1, ms, then we have to face the important 
.h.. u> W hat ™,;ii u* - "  - ............

ai
Cĥ ;atf-to bs sought after? It must not be ignored

hold fast ’. that veu^hat will be our fate if we fail to iasL I student or reason deems it a umy lu examine uie
ouf>.rllch Christianity has pronounced to be the good credentials of a faith before accepting it as true. W ith 

at to be sou.o-ht aft«r? Tt must not he itmnred r-__I-- Ic ftio ^rWtpr hotwppn the elaimc nf

As Volney puts it:  “ To believe without evidence and 
demonstration is an act of ignorance and folly.”

It may be useful to point out the confusion of thought 
evinced by certain Christian advocates in their endeavors 
to prove that the Church is in favor of free inquiry. 
They use glow ing terms and brilliant rhetoric, with a 
view of persuading their followers that their faith is on 
the side of freedom of thought. But persuasion is not 
conviction, and declamation is not demonstration. By 
some it is contended that Christianity is a religion of 
reason, and therefore can stand its test. Is this so ? 
Let us see. Reason is in accord with the laws of 
nature, while the alleged proofs of Christianity are 
composed o f words and actions contrary to those laws. 
Thus supposed facts that are opposed to natural law are 
adduced to substantiate theories and doctrines that are 
contrary to reason. The reader must not confound 
reason, when seeking to discover truth, with the state 
o f mind resulting from having been taught to believe in 
a particular faith. The orthodox Christian, as a rule, 
accepts his belief without doubt or examination, while 
the student of reason deems it a duty to examine the

'Vk nristia  • --------°  ‘ ---- . --------
hJ10 do not nit  ̂ tbreatens severe punishment to thosekEVe■ >; an . accept what it deems the truth. Here we 

achin d'ustration of what frequently occurs in the 
^Sefuj op the N ew  Testament. W hen it propounds 

precep(. j(. 0ften acconlpanies it with that which 
j bl,ty. It is quite right that we should, so far

te;
a
Hv. ~‘ ul Prep» t-• i- ---------- — • — '. V 1— 1---- •— I are “ '-'-'■ •■ '-’“ ‘ .i -y **~~ “ “ ** vv'

• ’ts uKi:fpt lt:, 0fren accompanies it with that which | tiie Church has been, and in many instances still

.Hj
•s
\

atev *U ° ur Power> prove the truth, or otherwise, o 
onlv • ls Presented to us for our acceptance. But it 

holdy JUst that every inquirer should be permitted to 
^ent ”  to that which his own reason an djudg- 
free in . h,m is true. There is no stimulant given to 
H y (iJUlry the words ascribed to Christ : I am t ie 
hathJ t  truth, and the life ; no man cometh unto the
cast f  °ut by m e....... if a man abide not in me, he is
IrHer lu as a branch, and is withered ; and men 
■ H e ^ ., 1m’ and cast them into the fire, and they are 

. There is no incentive 
*°n in the gloom y words

Secularists reason is the arbiter between the claims of 
truth and error. It is the true light and guide of man ; 
upon it Secularists rest their beliefs, and not upon mere 
faith and assertion. Doubt and fearless investigation 
are absolutely necessary to free inquiry, and to these

is, a
determined foe. C harles W a tt s.

llVestin-a.. There is no incentive afforded to impartial 
sution - He that believeth

An amusing story is told of the great Norman McLeod 
and McGregor o f the Tron. They were being rowed across 
a Highland loch by two stalwart Highlanders. Seeing the 
water very rough with a strong head wind, Archie remarked 
to Malcolm : “ I ’m afraid we are going to be swamped ; as 
we have two ministers on board we might ask them to put 
up a prayer.” To which Malcolm promptly replied: “ The 
wee fellow may pray away as long as he likes, but the big 
one will have to take an oar. ”
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An Apostle of Humanism.
“ Rabelais laughing1 in his easy chair.”— P o p e .
“ I class Rabelais with the great creative minds of the world— 

Shakespeare, Dante, Cervantes.”— C o l e r id g e .

T he popular idea of Rabelais coincides with Pope’s 
famous line. He is pictured as one who laughs and 
mocks at all things— a hog for appetite, a monkey for 
tricks. He has been described as a great moral teacher, 
a grossly obscene writer, a reckless buffoon, a Catholic, 
a Protestant, and a Freethinker. To paint him as a 
moral teacher alone is to ignore the innate drollery of 
his character. T o set him up as a mere mountebank is 
to forget the stern reality which underlies his writings. 
Other unconscious ironists would turn the first o f French 
humorists into a trumpery ecclesiastical historian. To 
treat Rabelais as destitute of all serious purpose in art 
or life is even a greater error. W hatever Rabelais may 
have been, he was not a trifier. He had seen eccle­
siastical life from the inside, and he hated priests with 
every drop of his blood. He studied Greek when it was a 
hated and forbidden language. He was an enthusiastic 
disciple of the new learning in an age when scholars 
carried their lives in their hands. His noble zeal for 
intellectual freedom, untrammelled by priestcraft, entitles 
him to rank with Erasmus and Von Hutten as an apostle 
of humanism.

François Rabelais was o f middle-class parentage. 
He was born in 1483, near the lovely little city of 
Chinon, on the Vienne, where Henry II. cursed his sons, 
and died. He always regarded Touraine, its cities, 
rivers, and vineyards, with affectionate admiration. 
The fact o f his father having been an innkeeper was 
used as a weapon against him in literary controversy. 
His father, unfortunately, wished to make him a priest. 
Accordingly, little François was sent, at nine years of 
age, to the Benedictine monks of Scully, so young that 
the white shirt was put over the child’s frock. Later, 
Rabelais was removed to the Franciscan Monastery of 
Fontenoy le Comte. The Franciscan vow s seem to have 
included ignorance as well as celibacy and poverty. He 
remained there for fifteen years, taking priest’s orders in 
1511,  at the age of twenty-eight. It is to this long 
period spent am ong the ignorant, bigoted, narrow sons 
of the great lying Catholic Church that we owe his 
undying hatred of priestcraft. It breaks out in every 
page of his w ritings— now passionately, now sorrow­
fully, with a cry of rage, a sob of pain, or a laugh of 
scorn. He hated the “ monk birds ” more bitterly than 
even Erasmus, for his nature was stronger.

A t the age of forty he came into the world a free man 
— free, that is, to follow his studies— burning with a 
pathetic enthusiasm for the new learning. He threw 
aside the hated monastic garb, and became secretary to 
the Bishop of Maillezais. About 1530 he went to the 
University of Montpelier, with the intention of getting 
a medical degree. Remark that at this time, when 
Rabelais is following the lectures, he is already within 
sight of his fiftieth year. Tw o years later he went to 
Lyons, where he held an appointment as physician to 
the hospital. His friend, Etienne Dolet, was already 
established as a printer in the place. Rabelais’s con­
nection with the first reformers of France is certain ; 
the extent difficult to determine. Rabelais had no 
desire for the m artyr’s crown. He never contemplated 
following Calvin into exile, or Berquin to the stake. 
His sympathies were antagonistic to all dogmas. He 
held Luther and Calvin in almost as much abhorrence 
as the priests. The society of Des Perriers, Dolet, and 
the Lyonnais Freethinkers was more congenial to his 
habits of thought. Moreover, he had excellent reasons 
for knowing the power of the great lying Church and 
the pious malignity of her hired assassins.

Heretics were then handed over to the secular arm to 
be burnt for the good of their souls and the greater 
glory of God, and François Rabelais did not intend, if 
he could help it, to be butchered to make a Roman 
holiday. W hen he was denounced as a heretic, he 
challenged his enemies to produce a heretical proposi­
tion from his writings. They were unequal to the task ; 
but, none the less, the heresy was there. Rabelais’s 
caution was necessary if he wished to live. Three at 
least of his contemporaries suffered for heresy. Dolet 
was burnt, Des Perriers was driven to suicide, Marot

was a half-starved wanderer in Piedmont. Rabe a*i> 
may be excused for not wishing to be “ saved by hr.e’  ̂
His sense of humor always prevented him from becorrn » 
a fanatic. ,je

It has been said that Rabelais despised women, 
did not write till an age when the passion of yo u th  a 
consumed itself to ashes. Passion was killed in Ra g., j 
by that hateful system of monkery which has ti , 
Christendom with unspeakable horrors. Poor Rabeia 
A whole half of humanity absent from his mind. L° ’ 
the central fire of the universe, the source of all hum^ 
joys and sympathies, the bond of society, appears, in ^ 
accursed monastic system in which he was trainee, 
corruption and depravity. The damnable diseip 
surrounded Rabelais from the time he wore a cm  ̂
frock till he was a man of forty, and the best side 
his nature was strangled. He never loved, never e 
thought of loving. He had no more respect for wo ^
than a eunuch in an eastern seraglio.-------------------------------------------- o;—  N ay more,
had even been crushed out o f him that love to  ̂  ̂
m other w hich characterises every Frenchm an wor g|jal
the name. Alone among French writers he has no
piety. A s the old galley-slave may be known by 
dragging foot, on which was once the fetter, so when 
unlovely years have eaten away manhood, imprisoned 
its blind instincts and objectless passions, the ex-n , 
is known by his sexless mind. Thrice, poor ^ abe ofe 
The monkish devils spoiled his life. The robe he . 
was to him like a bodily deformity, corrupting his m
narrowing his views. Originally, his nature must g 
been lofty and beautiful— witness those eX ,̂Ulnla, 
chapters in which he describes the monks of The 
whose motto was “ Liberty.” His death waiL ris- 
expected. W e may picture the rage of the . . ¡„ 
tians when their old enemy, now almost "  g[ 
their pious clutches, slipped quietly out of their 
hands. The great lying Catholic Church neverfm» 0ld

wen1
# o  J  o  t h e

and priests never forgive. It was well for 111
Rabelaisman that his life was not prolonged, r e a w » -  ¡ty. 

further than contempt for the trappings of ChrisV^test 
He rejected it altogether. There cannot be the slig t0 
doubt that Rabelais was a Freethinker. He hop  ̂
cure the evil of religion by spreading knowleog ’ 
bringing priestcraft into contempt, by widenin» 
boundaries of thought. He knew as much “  f  of 
of his time. He was acquainted with the book jje 
world, and not merely with the world of b°oliS' rac- 
studied science and practised medicine. He  ̂ aS 
tically everything there was to be known. His 1 ,̂aS 
spent in the pursuit of knowledge. Liber y 
'Rabelais’s sovereign specific for the ills of his tim ' 0f 
found his contemporaries tied and bound with r V *  
their own manufacture. His purpose was to 
their fetters and set them free.

M lM N ER.Mds-

Advice to Agnostics.

K eep Children o u t  o f  Church a n d  S u n d a y
Sciï°oU
ists sen

Should parents who are Infidels, Unbelievers, or the
their children to Sunday-schools and churches to gW 
benefit of Christian education ?

Parents who do not believe the Bible to be an ' nS 
book should not teach their children that it lS- v;rtue> 
should be absolutely honest. Hypocrisy is not a 
and, as a rule, lies are less valuable than (acts- \̂\d 

An unbeliever should not allow the mind of 1 ^¡op­
to be deformed, stunted, and shrivelled by suPeJ  tp he

to ta1.It®He should not allow the child’s imagination 
polluted. Nothing is more outrageous than . 
advantage of the helplessness of childhood to so

the

brain the seeds of falsehood, to imprison the s<?nyaifl 
dungeon of fear, to teach dimpled infancy the 1 .,lO'Y

OH«

3^
X gr Z f ° L T rnal pain- filIin& life w ith’ the li­

the orthnrb!'e êr allow his child to be tortur^pd
from aftn is* ln^ UISltl0ns- H e should defend the & . e 
the riVht C W01J1C1 the body. He should reC°?o0lS
ch ild ren !, ° f  ,he SuUh in ,the orthodox S u n d a y -sd ^ t 
evidencp * re auS l̂t that jt js a to believe,
facts r„HS, c 0,  essential, that faith is independen1 ^
tauo-ht nnt 3t re ’S'10"  *s superior to reason. Tb 7 

ght not t0 use their natural sense, not to tell W
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th.ey really think, not to entertain a doubt, not to ask 
picked questions, but to accept and believe what their 
cachers say. In this w ay the minds of the children are 

lnvaded, corrupted, and conquered. W ould an educated 
111311 send his child to a school in which Newton’s state 
went in regard to the attraction of gravitation was 
eaied, in which the law of falling bodies, as given by 

«ahleo, was ridiculed, Kepler’s three laws declared to 
® 'diotic, and the rotary motion of the earth held to be 

Utt̂ 'y  absurd ?
Vhy, then, should an intelligent man allow his child 

p, r*e taught the geology and astronomy of the Bible ?
1 1 dfen should be taught to seek for the truth to be 
°nest, kind, generous, merciful, and just. They should 
e taught to love liberty and to live to the ideal.

''hy, then, should an unbeliever— an infidel send 
ls child to an orthodox Sunday-school, where he is 
. u£ht that he has no right to seek for the truth, no 

f  ̂ t to be mentally honest, and that he will be damned 
I r aa honest d o u b t; where he is taught that God was 
hp°jl0Us> revengeful, heartless as a wild beast ; that 
vva arovvned millions of his children ; that he ordered 
ha'^ extertnination, and told his soldiers to kill grey- 

lred and trembling age, mothers and children, and to 
^ssinate with the sword of war the babes unborn ? 

to should an unbeliever in the Bible send his child 
0 a.n °rthodox Sunday-school, where he is taught that 

was in favor o f slavery, and told the Jews to buy«1.1 -, -- -V . W» utu v J  f u u u  tu iu  IUU JWW o tw
and b leat*len> a°d  that they should be their bondmen 
fpheId°nchvomen ôr ever— when he is taught that God

V̂h Poly&amy  anc  ̂ the degradation o f women ?
Unif0r  ̂•s*10u^  an “ unbeliever,” who believes in the 
chai mity of nature — in the unbroken and unbreakable 
that m' cause ar)d effect— allow his child to be taught 
b°(ji| lracles have been performed ; that men have gone 
fed , 0 heaven ; that millions have been miraculously 
the C] | manna and quails ; that fire has refused to burn 
to flo and flesh of men ; that iron has been made 
and th ’ eart;h and moon have been stopped,
to tUr ĥe earth has not only been stopped, but made 
aien n  ̂ other w ay ; that devils inhabit the bodies of 
ty0rds na women ; that diseases have been cured with 
to I;, ’ and that the dead, with a touch, have been made

i', again ?

Do all you can to develop their minds to the end that 
they may live useful and happy lives.

Strangle the serpent of superstition that crawls and 
hisses about the cradle. Keep your children from the 
augurs, the sooth-sayers, the medicine-men, the priests 
o f the supernatural. Tell them that all religions have 
been made by folks, and that all the “ sacred books ” were 
written by ignorant men.

Teach them that the world is natural. Teach them 
to be absolutely honest. Do not send them where they 
will contract diseases of the mind— the leprosy of the 
soul. Let us do all we can to make them intelligent.

Robert G. Ingersoll.
— Tmthseeker (New York).

Sir,-

Correspondence.

O R T H O D O X  AB U SE.
TO THE EDITOR OF “  THE FREETHINKER.”

Kindly allow me a few words suggested by your

ag'ain i
e thoughtful man knows that there is not the 

were per- 
to

fehtest B ■’ortngj ev>dence that these miracles ever 
stuffed' . W hy should he allow his children to be 
Why . 'V|th these foolish and impossible falsehoods ? 
°f the w°?Id 116 &lve his lambs to the care and keeping 

Child ° Ves anc* hyenas of superstition ? 
ktiovrs re£ should be taught only what somebody 
deiDon' Guesses should not be palmed off on them as 
?°Ple .trated facts. If a Christian lived in Constanti­
ne i j ’ e Would not send his children to the mosque to 
¡■ bat th ¡/b a t Mohammed was a prophet of God, and 
be d0g6 ’'•oran is an inspired book. W h y?  Because 
?bat ;SS not believe in Mohammed or the K oran? 
"e\v y  reason enough. So an Agnostic, living in 
¡hat the^h, should not allow his children to be taught 
/ t o o « '  » e ls an Aspired book. I use the word 
W a m .Ic because I prefer it to the word “ Atheist.” 
1,0 otie 1 ter of fact, no one knows that God exists, and 
lbere js n°w s that God does not exist. To my mind, 
ftevern a° evidence that God exists— that this world is 
pOtyej- ,̂ ^7 a being of infinite goodness, wisdom, and 
lrisist ut I do not pretend to know. W hat I do 
fboulej P° n ls that children should not be poisoned, 

atedf°-t taken advantage o f;  that they should be 
H®vel0p ?lrIy, honestly ; that they should be allowed to 
,ae outs-^0rn tbe inside instead of being crammed from 
0 beljg e ’ t*lat they should be taught to reason, not 

Setlses nf ’• to think, to investigate, and to use their
J S u , he,r

notice in this week’s Freethinker, of the Christian opposition 
at your Demonstration in Victoria Park on Sunday, August 
19. “ Personalities” were certainly indulged in, and if  they 
were “ foul ” the speakers considered they were dealing with 
a foul subject. For they had a “ case,” which wasto condemn 
an article on “ Morality ” (?) appearing in this month’s Truth- 
seeker, a journal circulated at your meetings, and evidently 
countenanced by your society ; and no doubt the condemna­
tion, hearty and passionate as it was, appeared like “ abuse” 
to those who approved of the article criticised.

Let me say at once how much I deprecate the sarcasm and 
ill-feeling so frequently shown on each side. The Christians 
forget their Christian charity, and the Secularists the reason 
which should control all discussion. I say this in all kindness.
I believe all thought should be free ; but why should Free- 
thought run counter to all established, lawful ideas of 
morality? And why should Christians— who consider man a 
responsible being— condemn his Freethought, without which 
he cannot be responsible? If the parties would only meet in 
friendly discussion, each side would find much that was good 
in the other. Mr. Cohen, in his able article on “ The Pro­
gress of Secularism,” regrets that many who do not agree 
with the Christian theology, yet accord the Christians their 
support. They do this because of the good that is inherent 
in true Christianity, and they do not support Freethought 
because of the latitude in morality countenanced by many 
leaders of Freethought. Keep thought free by all means, but 
also keep it pure.

I am glad to find that in your admirable paper on “ Shake­
speare’’ you express very different opinions about marriage 
to those held in the Truthseeker. R. J. M a r k h a m .

176 Richmond-road, Dalston, N .E., August 29.

[This correspondent is under a serious delusion. The journal 
he refers to is not "countenanced” by the National Secular 
Society; neither is it (fAcountenanced. No one but the conductor 
and the writers is responsible for what appears in its columns. 
To suppose that the N. S. S. is responsible for the opinions of 
every writer in every journal sold at its Branch meetings is simply 
ridiculous.— E d it o r . ]

ĵ u§rht ty, a Catholic send his children to school to be 
¡he on!,. Catholicism is superstition, and that scienceOnl — “̂ wuuaui is supc

„ .why 7 savior of mankind ?
rk'.^ce - en- should 
Cl»ld t ’ ,n the n 

Not” a Catholi,

a free and sensible believer in 
naturalness of the universe, send is 

oh,. - '■ 'ii.nolic school ? . , , , ,
. My A n§: c°uld be more irrational, foolish, and absurd. 
fV t h  lce to all Agnostics is to keep their children 
cV chhe orthodox Sunday-schools, from the orthodox 

Teaptf’ r̂orn the poison of the pulpits. 
n°t kn„ your children the facts you know. If you do 

w> say so. Be as honest as you are ignorant.

D O G S IN H EAVEN .
TO THE EDITOR OF “  THE FREETHINKER.”

Sir,— The parsons want to know whether there are dogs 
in heaven. I know of one there, on the authority of Eusebius, 
I think. There was a holy dog of Valladolid, who used to 
slide along on his haunches to receive the holy sacrament, 
and guarded the graves of the saints in the churchyard 
against defilement by other dogs. He was canonized by the 
Bishop of Rome, and “ his soul is with Jesus,”  says the 
legend. Many miracles were wrought at his tomb, which is 
in the parish church of San Andres, near Valladolid. And 
did not St. Anthony’s pig enter heaven with him ?

C. W. Heckethorn.

“ My dear, you have been very naughty ; you must ask God 
to make you a good child,” said a fond mother, on bidding 
her little girl good-night. The next morning the child 
announced : “ Mamma, I asked God last night to make me a 
good child, and he answered me.” “ How did he answer 
you?” “ Why, he said, ‘ Great Scott! I know many little 
girls worse than you are !’ ”

Let no man think that sudden, in a minute,
All is accomplished and the work is done ;

Though with thine earliest dawn thou should’st begin it, 
Scarce were it ended with thy setting sun.
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SUN DAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

[Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, 
and be marked “ Lecture Notice,”  i f  not sent on post-card.]

LONDON.
T he A thenaeum  H a l l  (73 Tottenham Court-road, W.): Re-open 

September 16.
C a m b e r w e l l  (North Camberwell Hall, 61 New Church-road) : 

7.30, C. Watts.
W e s t  L o n d o n  B r an ch  (“ V ic to ry ,” N ew nham -street, Q ueen's- 

street, E d g w a re -ro a d ): Septem ber 11, at 9, A djourned Com m ittee 
m eeting.

E a s t  L on don  B ranch  (Radical Club, 16 Durham-row, 
Stepney) : September 14, at 8, Members' meeting.

O p e n -a ir  P r o pa g a n d a .
S t a t io n -r o a d  (Camberwell): 11.30, E. Pack.
P e ck h a m  R y e  : 3.15, E. P ack.
B r o c k w e l l  P a r k : 3.15, W. Heaford ; 6.30, C. Cohen.
C lapiiam  C o m m o n : 3.15, C. Cohen.
C l e r k e n w e l l  G reen  : 11.30, C. C °hen.
F in sb u r y  P a r k  : 3.30, F. A. Davies.
V ic t o r ia  P a r k  (near the Fountain): 3.15, R. P. Edwards.
H y d e  P a r k  (near Marble Arch) : 11.30, F. A. Davies.
K ilbu r n  (corner o f  V ic to ria -ro ad ): 7.13, F. A . D avies.
H am m ersm ith  (outside the L yric  O pera H o u se): 7.15, R. P. 

E dw ards.
E d m o n to n  (corner of Angel-road) : 7, E. Pack.
W e s t  H am  B ranch  (Stratford Grove) : 7.30, W. Ramsey.
M ile  E nd  W a s t e : 11.30, W . Heaford; 7.13, S. E. Easton. 

September 12, at 8.15, W . J. Ramsey.
B a t t e r s e a  P a r k  G a t e s : 11.30, R. P. Edwards.
K in g slan d  (corner of Ridley-road): 11.30, S. E. Easton, “ The 

Adventures of Samson.”
COUNTRY.

B irm ingh am  : H. Percy Ward will lecture in the Bull Ring on 
Wednesday and Friday evenings at 8—weather permitting.

B r a d f o r d : H. Percy Ward will deliver two Freethought lec­
tures. For time and place see local papers.

C h ath am  S e c u la r  S o c ie t y  (Queen’s-road, New Brompton): 7, 
Half-yearly meeting— balance-sheet, auditors’ report. Members 
only.

G l a sg o w  (n o  Brunswick-street) : 12, G. Faulkner, “ Budd­
hism 6.30, Social meeting in commemoration of Charles'Brad- 
laugh.

L iv e r p o o l  (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square) : 7, Stanley 
Jones, Special lecture. jj' n-

S h e f f ie l d  S e c u la r  S o c ie t y  (Hall of Science, Rocking’ham- 
street) : Last excursion of season. Members and friends meet at 
8.10 a.m. front of Victoria Station, and will leave by^train at 
8.28 for Cleethorpes.

S o u th  S h ie l d s  (Captain Duncan’s Navigation Schools, Market­
place) : 7, “ Industrial Problems ” ; 7.43, Important business.

Lecturers’ Engagements.
C. C o h e n ,. 17 Osborne-road, High-road, Leyton.— September 

9, m., Clerkenwell Green; a., Clapham Common. 14, Mile End 
Waste. 16, m., Stratford Grove; a., Victoria Park. 23, m., 
Ridley-road, Kingsland ; a., Clapham Common.

A r th u r  B. Mo s s , 44 Credon-road, London, S.E.— September 
9, m., Newington Reform Club. 16, m., Battersea; e., West 
Ham. 26, a., Victoria Park. October 7, a., Victoria Park.

H. P e r c y  W a r d , 2 Leamington-place, George-street, Balsall- 
Heath, Birmingham. —September 10, Debate at Bradford. 16, 
Birmingham. 24 and October 1,'Debate in Birmingham. Decem­
ber 9, Glasgow.

F. A. D a v ie s , 65 Lion-street, S.E.—Sept ember) 9, Hyde Park ; 
e., Kilburn. 16, Mile End ; e., Hammersmith. 23, e., Stratford.THE BEST BOOK

ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, I BELIEVE,

TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND PRACTICE 
OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.S.S.

160 pages, until portrait and autograph, bound in cloth, gilt lettered, 
Price is., post free.

In order to bring the information within the reach of the poor, the 
most important parts of the book are issued in a pamphlet of 112 
pages at o n e  p e n n y , post free 2d. Copies of the pamphlet for 
distribution is. a dozen post free.

The National Reformer of September 4, 1892, sa y s: “ Mr.
Holmes’ pamphlet...... is an almost unexceptional statement of the
Neo-Malthusian theory and practice......and throughout appeals
to moral feeling...... The special value of Mr. Holmes’s service to
the Neo-Malthusian cause and to human well-being generally is 
just his combination in his pamphlet of a plain statement of the 
physical and moral need for family limitation with a plain account 
of the means by which it can be secured, and an offer to all con­
cerned of the requisites at the lowest possible prices.”

The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr. 
Allbutt, and others, have also spoken of it in very high terms. 

Orders should be sent to the author,

j . r . :h o l m e s , : h a n n e y , w a n t a g e ;~b¥ r k s ‘.

WORKS BY G. W. FOOTE.
Crimes o f Christianity. By G. W. Foote and J. M. W^ u„.

Hundreds of exact references to Standard Authors, f  ™ 
answerable Indictment of Christianity. Vol. L, clotn s 
216 pp., 2s. 6d. , or

The Jewish Life Of Christ. Being the Scphcr Toldothjf1" ' [ 
Book of the Generation of Jesus. Edited, with an rn 
Preface and Voluminous Notes, by G. W. Foote an J' 
Wheeler. 6d. ; superior edition, superfine paper, cloth, I ■

Letters to the Clergy. By G. W. Foote. Subjects 
— The Believing Thief on the Cross—The Atonemen , ,  
Testament Morality— Inspiration— Credentials of the Go r 
Miracles— Prayer. 128 pp., is. _

Flowers Of Freethought. (First Series.) By G. W’ °,p„ 
Fifty-one essays on a variety of Freethought topics. 2  ̂
cloth, 2S. 6d. L£'

Flowers Of Freethought. (Second Series.) By G. W. F°“cS,
Fifty-eight essays on a further variety of Freethought 
302 pp., cloth, 2s. 6d.— These two volumes of 
together a complete Garden of Freethought. Every aSP uiar 
Reason and Faith is treated somewhere, and always inap F 
style. Contains much of the author’s best writing. Ljg

John Morley as a Freethinker. By G. W. Foote. ̂ .J ^ rSto
references to Mr. Morley’s writings. Good for J 
read first, and then lend to their Christian friends. 2d.

Is Socialism Sound? Four Nights’ Public Debate 
G. W. Foote and Annie Besant. Verbatim, and rev 
both disputants, is.; superior edition in cloth, 2S. ,y,lsoi> 

The Sign Of the Cross. A Candid Criticism of Mr: ,jcui0us 
Barrett’s Play, showing its gross partiality and its n —(,[7) 
historic inaccuracy, with special reference to the (Pr° creol 
forged passage in Tacitus and the alleged Neronic maSS 
Christians. Handsomely printed, 6d. . „ ¡ye

The Birth Of Christ. From the original Life ° f  / eSJ 0̂[e. A 
famous Strauss. With an introduction by G. W. £ ryby  ̂
most thorough Analysis and Exposure of the Gospel bto i 
Master Hand. 6d. q \V.

Christianity and Secularism. Public Debate between j  by
Foote and Rev. Dr. McCann. Verbatim Report, re 
both disputants, is.; superior edition in cloth, is. 6d. jp 

Bible Heroes. From Adam to Paul. By G. W. 
structive, interesting, amusing and honest; in feet, 
honest book on the subject. 200 pp., cloth, 2s. 6d.  ̂ gy

The Grand Old Book. A Reply to the Grand OIl ”*4Sto0?’s 
G. W. Foote. An Exhaustive Answer to Mr. y  
Lmpregnable Rock of Holy Scripture. is.; cloth edition, ytli® 

Will Christ Save U s? By G .W . Foote. AnExaminatio Vof|d. 
Claims of Jesus Christ to be considered the Savior ot o'
Contains much Historic Information on Slavery, the gcjenc 
Woman, General Social Progress, and the advance o 
and Freethought in opposition to Christian bigotry. .

Darwin on God. By G. W. Foote. A full and minu*e . 0f I11S 
of Darwin's mental development, with a brief Me g tn̂  
grandfather, the famous Erasmus Darwin ; c0,\*;ai 1” /rrr, 
passages in Darwin's works, and in his Life a , . -nn, Evew 
ing directly or indirectly on the subject of religi 
Freethinker should have, and keep, a copy of this 
little volume. 6d.; cloth, is. .e arid

Theism or Atheism. Public Debate between G. W. efO pis- 
the Rev. W. T. Lee. Verbatim Report, revised b) ^
putants. Well printed and neatly bound, is. dity g*

Bible and Beer. By G. W. Foote. Showing the At>s,l£afefi4
basing Teetotalism on the Christian Scriptures. .g pal1" 
thorough, and accurate. Freethinkers should keep 1 
Phlet by them. 4d. p0ote-

Reminiseenees o f Charles Bradlaugh. By G.
Written directly after Bradlaugh’s death, and n j  ds |
personal anecdotes and characteristics not to be 
where. Necessary to those who want to know 
Bradlaugh. _ Ksst'f

The Shadow Of the Sword. A Moral and Statistical 1 
War. By G. W. Foote. Christian papers have ( 1 
“  powerful ” and “ masterly.” 2d ,r . c> feV>s^

Infldel Death-Beds. By G. W. Foote. Second
and much enlarged. Contains authentic details eS a s* ce. 
of sixty-two historic Freethinkers, and in mos itisv
of their lives. Precise references given in e 4
8d.; cloth, is. 3d. , y  FoOte,'' .s

Comic Sermons and other Fantasias. By g . Cont^^h
selection of the author's best satirical writing ofl s -g 
A Sermon on Summer—A Mad Sermon A Sc n_-Chfl?
Bishop in the Workhouse—A Christm as Seri _Tbe,{,aS>'1
Eve in Heaven— Bishop Trimmer’s Sunday V\ J chrif1.” 
and the Devil—Satan and Michael— The hi • JeriC 
Adam’s Breeches—The Fall of Eve—Joshua
Baby God—Judas Iscariot. 8d. peop‘

Royal Paupers. Showing what Royalty does fo£ te. ad' 
and what the People do for Royalty. By G. »' • gacf 

Open Letters to Jesus Christ. By G. W. Foote.
well as Argumentative. Something Unique. 4a- 

Philosophy of Secularism. By G. W. Foote. 3 ■ te, * 1 
The Bible God. A  Scathing Criticism. By G. W.

üs

London : The Freethought Publishing Com pany, 
1 Stationers’ Hall Court, E.C.

Lia’'1®',d,
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B I B L E  R O M A N C E S -
By G. W . FOOTE.

The Creation Story. 

®Ve and the Apple.

C O N T E N T S

The Tower o f Babel.

Cain and Abel.

N°ah’s Flood.

Lot’s Wife.

The Ten Plagues.

The Wandering Jews.

Balaam’s Ass.

God in a Box.

Jonah and the Whale. 

Bible Animals.

A Virgin Mother. 

The Resurrection. 

The Crucifixion. 

John’s Nightmare.

T H E  S E C O N D  (R E V IS E D ) E D IT IO N  C O M P L E T E .

160 Pages. Bound in Cloth. Price Two Shillings.

Free by Post at the Published Price.
<( 'tm

Foote’s ?  Bttle volume before us, which ought to be read by everyone desirous of the truth in such matters. Mr.
* 's always bright, and the topics dealt with are of a nature to awaken interest even in the dullest mind.”— 

‘ass Newspaper.

THE F R E E T H O U G H T  P U B LISH IN G  C o., Ltd., I ST A TIO N E R S’ H A L L  CO UR T, LONDON, E.C.

TRUTH !
0002.000 GENT’S WATCHES 2,

T O  BE GIVEN AW AY

FROM SEPTEMBER 1 TO 30.
We make this

^ R a n d  o f f e r .
°ver f about 6 ,000 yards of First-class Suitings left 

the Summer Stock, comprising all colors in 
doths S and Serges— all pure wool ; many of them are 
SEpTÊ Usually made up into 50s. Suits. W e are, during 
each * ? ER- m aking them up into Lounge Suits at 30s.

’ orning or Shooting Suits 3s. extra.

NOW READY.

A New Edition
OF

INGERSOLL’S

We .
\Ve . *¡11

As an Advertisement

“ M ISTAK ES OF M OSES.”
Handsomely printed on good paper and bound in stiff paper covers.

Price One Shilling.

Also an Edition de Luxe
Printed on Superfine Paper and Elegantly Bound in Cloth.

Price Half-a-Crown.

London : The Freethought Publishing Company, Limited, 
1 Stationers’ Hall Court, E.C.

watCh * &lve One Gent’s Centre Second Chronograph 
Ihe f0j|’ ,ee of all cost, to each purchaser of a Suit, on 
a \yat ?'Vlng  conditions :— That such person receiving 

t.Unĉ er â^es t0 sh °w the Suit and W atch to 12 
°f sa 1 householders, and to send names and addresses 
Part; e to us within seven days, so that we can send 
Wajc  ̂ ars of our bargains to each of them. Tw o 
afe OrdgS cannot be sent to one person, even if two Suits

atches can be supplied at 21s. each without Suits.

PHOTOGRAPHY. Good W ork only.
Every description of Photographs copied same size, reduced, or 
enlarged. Cartes-de-Visite, 12, 3s. 6d. ; Cabinets, 6, 4s. ; 12, 
7s. 6d. Larger sizes at proportionate rates. Send is., with 
photograph, for sample sheet of 12 midgets.

Developing, Printing, etc., for Amateurs-
G eo . C r o ss , M.N.S.S., The Studio, 15 Cambridge Arcade, 

Southport.

• GOTT, 2 & 4 Union-street, Bradford,

Thwaites’ Liver Pills.
KiJ® Best Family Medicine in the World. Will cure Liver, 

G y’ a°d all Stomach Diseases effectually.

AiC i f°r Hcart Troubles and Cardiac Complaints, Female 
free, ,nts’ Anæmia, etc. is. i^ d . and 2s. 9d. per box. Post 

 ̂0r 33 stamps. Directions with each box.

^  THWAITES, Herbalist, Stockton-on-Tees.

Now Ready.

TRUTHSEEKER for September.
An Open Letter to G. W. FOOTE,

and other interesting matter. Order of all newsagents, or from 
Freethought Publishing Co., 1 Stationers’ Hall Court, London, E.C.

VEGETARIAN, Health Foods, Drinks, and other Household 
Goods. Vegetarian, Temperance, Advanced Thought, 

Humane, and Dress Reform Literature. Send stamp for price

 ̂ J. 0 . BATES, Vegetarian Stores, Victoria-street, 
Gloucester.

(Mention the Freethinker.)

rn H E  LEICESTER SECULAR SOCIETY invites Freethinkers 
j  and Ethicists throughout the country to contribute gifts of 

toys, furniture, clothing books, pictures, etc., to its BAZAAR 
to be held in September, 1900. The Society carries on its work 
by means of lectures, library, Sunday-school, Young People’s 
Ethical Guild, classes in Ethics, Psychology, Sociology, etc., and 
it desires to extend its activities.— F. J. G o u ld , Secretary, Secular 
Hall, Humberstone-gate, Leicester.
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N O W  R E A D Y .

T H E  B I B L E  H A N D B O O K
F O R

FREETHINKERS AND INQUIRING CHRISTIANS.
E D IT E D  B Y

G. W . FOOTE and W . P. BALL.
A NEW  EDITION, REVISED, AND HANDSOM ELY PRINTED.

C O N T E N T S  :
Part I.—Bible Contradictions. Part II.—Bible Absurdities. Part III.—Bible Atrocities- 

Part IV.—Bible Immoralities, Indecencies, Obscenities, Broken Promises, and Unfulfilled Prophecies-

Cheap Edition, in paper covers, is . 6d.; Best Edition, bound in cloth, 2s. 6d.

“ This is a volume which we strongly commend to all interested in the study of the Judaic-Christian 
It is edited by G. W . Foote and W . P. Ball, and published by the Freethought Publishing Company, 1 
Hall Court, London, E .C., price is. 6d. Indeed, we cannot conceive any Christian as having a faith worth regara‘“(; 
unless he has studied this remarkable volume. Teachers in Sunday and elementary schools will find it of special v a s 
as an aid to the exposition of the Christian religion from a thoughtful and critical standpoint. It is a perfect army of .* ¡s 
and comparisons. Since 1888 it has been the standard volume of the subject with which it deals, and its popular11! 
emphasised by the fact that the public have demanded a new edition.”— Reynolds's Newspaper.

ScripWreS;
S tatio n ? "

T H E  F R E E T H O U G H T  P U B L IS H IN G  C o., L t d . ,  i S T A T IO N E R S ’ H A L L  C O U R T , LO N D O N , E-C-

THE FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING COMPANY, LTD-
Registered under the Companies' Acts 1862 to 1890.

Capital £5,000 in Shares of £1 each. Ordinary Shares, £4,000. Deferred Shares, £U0°0'

The Balance o f Ordinary Shares are Offered for Subscription. Payable as follows

2s. 6d. per Share on Application.
5s. od.' ,, ,, ,, Allotment.
6s. 6d. ,, ,, ,, October 1, 1900.
6s. od. ,, ,, ,, January 1, 1901.

(Shares may be paid up in full i f  convenient.)

Registered Office— 1 Stationers’ Hall Court, Ludgate Hill, London, E.C.
Secretary— E. M. V a n c e  (Miss).

[ The Prospectus has been printed in the F r e e t h in k e r , and its co7itents are well known to the readers.

dep°slt
reque.

of

APPLICATION FORM FOR ORDINARY SHARES.
T O  T H E  D IR E C T O R S  O F  T H E  F R E E T H O U G H T  P U B L IS H IN G  C O M P A N Y , L im ited .

Gentlemen,— H aving paid to the Company’s Secretary the sum of £ ................................. , being
2s, 6d. per Share on application f o r .............................  Shares of £ 1  each in the above-named Company, I
you to allot me that number of Shares, and I agree to accept the same or any smaller number that &  
allotted to me, subject to the Memorandum and Articles of Association, and upon the terms of the C °fflP tted 
Prospectus ; and I authorise you to place my name on the Register of Members in respect of the Shares so a* ° aS 
to me, and I agree to pay the further instalments upon such allotted Shares as the same shall become a ^  
required by the said Prospectus. In the event of my not receiving an allotment, the amount to be returned 1

b*

Name ( in f id i )

Address.

Description Date.

All Cheques, etc., to be made payable to the Company, and crossed.

Freethinkers are invited to fill in the above Form, and send same with their remittance to the Secretary

Published by T he Freethought P ublishing C ompany, Limited, at 1 Stationers’ Hall Court, London, E.C.


