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The Holy Kaiser.

trouble°^ ^ ILLIAM *s largely responsible for the present 
reparat- ln China ; first, by his monstrous exactions as 
seCOnc],lon for the murder of two German missionaries ; 
ofliCe K' ky. his allowing, and even sending, German 
natUrai| °- dr'd Chinese army. Those exactions have 
the “ f y.lnfiamed the resentment of the Chinese against 
c°nJUn°t̂ 1̂ n devds>” ancl persuaded them— especially in 
Russial.10/1 w‘fo l1*16 st'** greater encroachments of 
v̂ ould taat nothing but immediate and resolute action 
ports SaVe foem from the loss of all their valuable sea- 
easternanĉ  • Perliaps the complete partition of their
thperefore
S e n

°ry amongst the Christian Powers. It was
r a tragi-farcical sight to behold this same 

On reCe°r- ™'foarr> crying “ Vengeance ! Vengeance !” 
been mIVlHg' news that his Ambassador to China had 
■ Hob hy the fanatical Boxers or by the riotous
n°table r ej*n&> Being a devout Christian, and

aware of 
saith the

foe textr <̂a êr op t*le ^'h*e> he is doubtless 
Wd,» ’ Vengeance is mine, I will repay, 
r° foe h even a divine text is a very feeble obstacle 
hprd 0p°i, Passions and imperious temper of the W ar 
r « -rermany. His legions have nothing to do at
0r fight;cept to ‘ -'n

not

keep themselves in constant readiness 
anierln^’ "̂ "hey never see blood drawn or guns fired 

aston- A nd as this Is desperately tame work, it is 
I’eara to LSain& that the master of such an army should 
?chve s a.Ve at least a contingent of them employed in 

. and'kiji6 a^a'nst t l̂e Heathen Chinee • " ,hr> ;f

c°oS i nger
the the moral pretensions and pharisaic airs

'eat ~‘ vice against the Heathen Chinee , ¿ me a ¿ atQand kill this contingent, is too far off toUs danger to Germany. a,c airs- tbCSu erinS  the moral Pr?tenS10iaSi f nHutrhable, if it W ®  bulk of Christians, it would be theycS o r ° i orS°  dis- usting> T h fp a ls io n  to which they held; tor vengeance. The Pass , cOCial. It iscWact °? e of the most mallS.nant and is a direct inheri- t a S Cfteristic of barbaric society, and W » ™  ^  ^liarW j0rn savagery. F ro m its  very . d ;n an et>d L destructive> because it moves arrested by reason progression of mischief, unless ‘ violence lead 0.' , humanity, or lassitude. One act of ^
as thp° pother, and that to another, and sG e ^ i n d  is able to reach. A  Chinaman mp, . a J ---WV 1 Gauil. i A \_ylliXXCX.lXlCX.lX XV1110 M.
biji'̂ aiRen n<ti,tbe Germans set it right by killing several
fo n,5  aooth

M e

, . ----o V L lb llg llb  IU J  IXllllllg Vnen the Chinamen redress the balance er German by
e ^  -• Reiman ; and then the Germans prepare

Co 6re 0rf tters even by killing some more Chinamen, 
ofi^on earth is this process to stop ?S e .  g Se is this process to stop ? Unless 

•ntervene the feud must last until the end
\v!bce>” bnf u°n d*d indeed call revenge “ a kind of wild - - $ ne tTTo« _i.»i « « .f .
V ? o r e was philosopher enough to see that it

foe to be wild than just ; and he remarked
S  law t^°re man’s nature runs to ”  it, the "  more 

Christianity professes to be
~*W tn '**“ »* a lia trS  law °_'Teed ‘t out.”,cl%  anH iT'*V V7UL* ^uuauaim^ piutwoca lu uc

of t}1Scendent a ? . ove philosophy ; yet, in spite of all its 
em ’ o lmP°ssible maxims— or perhaps because

to
relatic 

dev

"'S 
e5(

• o f its d Ver Produces a state of moral justice in the it?erate, o ev°tees. Where law and philosophy cease tor(1'0ris bet\V ° peraie only with slight force, as in the -Vot °n interpef n . d‘.stant countries, unconnected by ^his ®es at thS S’ lt:'s found that Christianity leaves its foe *s not m 6 7lercy of the most sinister emotions. ^ ¡ c T ^ a n e n ^  true at present ; it has been one of fospj s countr- eatures of Christian history. The eaCh ^ed an les of Christendom have very rarely 
¿ ° ther- WSKnSe of 
N °- 993  Where the

honor in their 
social bond

very
dealings with 

was absent, the

religious bond was of no avail. Even when Christendom 
was united in crusades against the Mohammedans, its 
constituent nations and governments displayed the 
utmost perfidy and villainy amongst themselves.

W e are not surprised, therefore, at Emperor W illiam ’s 
calling for vengeance. He is a pious Christian, and 
naturally talks that way. Nor are we astonished at the 
sentiments he expressed on dispatching four thousand 
German troops from Bremerhaven to China. “  On 
coming into contact with the enemy,” he said, “ know 
this : Quarter will not be given, prisoners will not be 
taken. Use your arms so that for a thousand years to 
come no Chinese will dare to look askance at any 
German.” Such is Christian morality in the mouth of 
an imperial pietist. It smacks of the Old Testament 
command to slay all and leave alive nothing that 
breathed. Emperor W illiam assumes that, because the 
Chinese give no quarter, which is not strictly true, the 
Allies are bound to follow their example. But this is 
not necessary. No doubt the Dervishes in the Soudan 
would have spared not a single soldier of our army if 
they had defeated Lord Kitchener at Omdurman. This 
fact did not, however, oblige us to kill all the Khalifa’s 
troops. W e slaughtered enough of them, it is true, but 
that was done in actual fighting. W e did not take the 
life, or shed the blood, of a single prisoner. It is to be 
hoped, then, that Emperor William will yet see the 
detestable folly of his advice to his soldiers at Bremer­
haven. Perhaps, too, he will live to be ashamed of say­
ing that the punishment of the Chinese must be such that 
they will remember it for a thousand years.

It seems to us a great piece of humbug for Emperor 
William to pretend that his soldiers have gone to China 
to “ open the way to civilisation.”  They have really 
gone to open the way for the European Powers into the 
heart of the Celestial Empire. The real motive in 
operation is not morality, but cupidity. The massacre 
of the Ambassadors and the other Europeans at Peking 
is a very shocking tragedy, but the Powers are simply 
making it a pretext for the execution of their designs 
upon China. Had they merely desired to save the lives 
of their subjects, they would have hastened on to Peking. 
That is what Admiral Seymour gallantly tried to do 
with an absurdly inadequate force. But he was only a 
sailor, with no ulterior ends in view. He was a rescuer, 
not a politician. No doubt he was thinking chiefly 
o f the women and children. His failure was not his 
fault. The only wonder is that he brought his little 
force back alive. Had the same spirit prevailed in 
other breasts, the allied armies might have broken 
through all obstacles before this. W hat paralyses 
them is their suspicion of each other, and their recogni­
tion of the terrible problem which will confront them at 
the end of their punitive expedition. W hat is to be 
done then ? W ill the European Powers agree upon a 
common policy? Or will they fall out and fight each 
other ? Nobody knows, and only a very confident man 
could hold a definite conviction.

After that ridiculous and wicked language, Emperor 
William seems to have felt the spirit of the Lord strong 
upon him. He was wound up to the religious concert 
pitch. Accordingly he observed that “  every civilisation 
that was not founded on Christianity was sure to be 
brought to naught.” W hat an upstart utterance! 
W hy, the civilisation of China is hoary with antiquity 
as compared with the civilisation of any Christian 
country. The civilisation of Germany is relatively a 
thing of yesterday. How long it will last is a question 
in prophecy, which no sane man will attempt to deter­
mine. But this at least is obvious to the student of
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history, that the great civilisations of ancient Egypt, 
India, Assyria, Greece, and Rome enjoyed a longer life 
than has yet been reached by the civilisation of modern 
Europe ; and that the religions they happened to profess 
had little, if anything, to do with their longevity. All 
of them arose, attained to their zenith, and descended 
to their nadir, under the sw ay of military and economical 
causes. The gods triumphed with their worshippers, 
and with them fell into disgrace or oblivion.

The final words of Emperor W illiam ’s address 
sounded more like an episcopal benediction than a 
Kaiser’s farewell. “  The blessing of the Lord be with 
you. The prayers of the whole people accompany you 
in all your ways. May the blessing of God rest on your 
banners, and may he vouchsafe to you to find a path for 
Christianity in that far-off country.” These are some of 
his pious ejaculations. Probably the blessing of God will 
rest on their banners, for Providence is always on the side 
of the big battalions, and a combination of all the Euro­
peans Powers, together with the United States and Japan, 
should be able to defeat the Chinese army and the Chinese 
rabble. But it is doubtful if they will open a way for 
Christianity. People are not usually in love with the 
religion of their oppressors and despoilers. And if the 
missionaries cannot convert China by themselves, they 
will hardly do it with the aid of rifles and bayonets. On 
the whole, we incline to think that Emperor W illiam ’s 
religion is more skin-deep than perhaps he himself 
imagines. It is quite possible that he regards himself 
as a soldier of the Cross, but it is pretty clear to others 
that he is looking out for political and material advan­
tages at the expense of the Heathen. It is also pretty 
clear that his morality is hardly up to the level of that 
o f Confucius, the great Secularist, who taught the 
Chinese, more than two thousand years ago, the essential 
and eternal principles of private virtue and national 
greatness. G. W . F oote.

The Bible Dangerous Reading.

T he advice given in the New Testam ent to “  search the 
Scriptures ” might be made useful if  properly carried 
out. It would then certainly prove to the impartial 
mind a very entertaining occupation. The study of the 
contents of the Bible should be approached free from all 
theological bias, and also without any desire to arrive at 
conclusions as to the merits and demerits o f its teachings, 
except those which are fair and just. N ot long since a 
pious manifesto was issued, signed by about forty deans, 
canons, rectors, and other clergymen of the Church of 
England, in which the signatories alleged that human 
reason is incompetent “  to deliver judgm ent on the 
authority of the Holy Bible.” Here we have one of the 
causes of that credulous belief in the Bible which so 
extensively prevails amongst a certain section of the 
community. But I ask, if reason is not the tribunal of 
appeal in reference to the claims urged on behalf o f the 
Bible, what is ? Even some of the more intelligent 
authorities in the Church admit that reason should pre­
dominate in our examination of the book. For instance, 
Bishop Butler, in his Analogy o f Religion, remarks : 
“  Reason is indeed the only faculty we have wherewith 
to judge concerning anything, even revelation itself.” 
Chillingworth says : “ It is by reason alone that we can 
distinguish truth from falsehood.” Dean Prideaux 
admits that the N ew Testam ent should be tried by 
reason, while Bishop Marsh states that “ the Bible must 
be examined by the same laws of criticism which are 
applied to other writings of antiquity.”

This is the position taken by Freethinkers, for with 
Bible idolatry we have no sympathy. The days o f Bible 
rule are almost gone. Such domination was possible 
only when people were either unable or unwilling to 
think for themselves. Slavish submission to any book 
cannot co-exist with intellectual earnestness and mental 
activity. Suppose such a work as the Bible suited our 
forefathers centuries ago, it is now clear that it will not 
satisfy the needs and aspirations of modern times. It 
has played its part in the evolution of theology. W ith  
the past we have done except to profit by the lessons it 
has bequeathed to the present generation, and one of 
those lessons certainly is, that we should not allow the

progress that is now apparent in every sphere of life t0m a t jo ij »v appai^m , 1 1 1

be hampered and marred by the many absurd and <3 
tionable teachings of the Old Testament, or t>y 
fanciful and impracticable injunctions of the New.

Orthodox believers content themselves with dw 
on the myths of the past and the im aginationso 
future, leaving the ever-present comparatively unhe  ̂
W e, as Secularists, prefer the more useful c?UjS -tb 
availing ourselves of the value of what is allied 
the serviceable of what was, and thus secure a  ̂
what may be. The Bible that would be accef  ̂  ̂
to-day should be the brain-power preserved in 1 .
the great and noble of every age and of every _c°u , w 
a work clouded by no assumed divinity, m utilate^ 
no ecclesiastical authority, and deteriorated by no  ̂
logical contamination. The Secularist’s Bible ' ,e(| 
born of human thought, interpreted by cultl ujre. 
reason, and justified by its adaptability to the re£̂ .ofli 
ments of the time in which we live. Being fre® ced 
the orthodox limit of finality, its value will be enha ^  
by an ever-increasing knowledge, its usefulness 
be augmented by the growth of experience, .¡als 
authority will be that it has truth for its crede 
and utility for its recommendation. ... ao

W ith a view of affording the general Pub .¡Oos 
opportunity for having the most objectionable p° 
of the Bible at their command, the Freethougn^jjy. 
fishing Company has just issued a new and 
revised edition of The Bible Handbook, which c0 
one hundred and sixty-two pages of texts ¡ts 
verbatim from the Bible, showing its c o n t r a d ic t ’ ¡ts 
absurdities, its atrocities, its unfulfilled prophecy < 
immoralities, indecencies, and obscenities. 1° n the 
face to the Handbook, Mr. G. W . Foote state 
purpose of its publication thus :—

ortho“.pct
f

“ The object of this compilation is certainly not o 
and the general body of Christians will doubtle s o 
to its method. They will probably deny the ialgut th‘ 
pulling the Bible to pieces in this fashion. tanfl' 
apologists of the Christian Scriptures are c eSSit) 
occupied in belauding them, and there is no 
to duplicate their performance ; on the contra.}’̂  
is room for something of an opposite descrip ^  tli 
this is what is here produced. Not the best’ eSti '̂ 
worst things in the Bible are selected —
ably it would be grossly unfair to disembowel a êSpei 
book in this way. One would not so treat Sha^  ̂ 0f

>ar®i.

It !or any other great classic, either of modern - . ,
antiquity. But the Bible is not an ordinary h° . it ‘j
stamped as God’s Word by“ Act* of Parliament 
forced into the hands of children in our

afl°
me iiiuiub ui cimureii m » fni V

public schools ; it is used as a kind of fetish , i#g[
• _________ . r r  , _ t r „ , t s e S  0‘ ^  its

hrf 
to

were elected by their fellow citizens. Men are

puuuu OUllWlO J It lO UOCU dt) CL 1X.111VU L/X o l  ^

ing upon in our Courts of Law and our House n ;n 1 
lation. People have been robbed of their chi . ¡c|, tjj 
name, or excluded from public positions t0 s[jll f  |jef

imprisonment for bringing it ;n.t0„,ake5i ,/
-------------npt.’ Surely, then, a book which s\,ô
has made for it, such extraordinary pretensio' 
be subjected to extraordinary tests. We nia- ,e

at law, to 
and contempt

mirror to be a good one, although we o05'" 
ut we are entitled to point oublemishes ; but

when it is declared to be perfect.” ¡0 r
This rather lengthy excerpt is given_ been rtpabU

if?
A  1 1 1 3  1 C l l l l C l  I C U g L l j y  C A L C I J H  l b  g i v e n  I * e p u  h S

opinion, it furnishes ample justification for th®.fle of jjjj

in

tion of the Handbook. H aving read every 3
work, I have no hesitation in saying that 
should prove invaluable to those who desire u|d be  ̂
a fair knowledge of the Bible ; and it sll° ¡t is \  
special service to Freethinkers, whose du 
combat the false and extravagant notions ® ̂  ,< (jo1* 
by some professed Christians in reference
W ord .”  . • ert

A careful study of the Handbook will bring rpj t̂/  { 
a clear and concise form, the following âctl at p » . *  
Bible is not the only alleged sacred book , 1 ^
of its contents are so immoral and obscene^^ti®^ 
should not be in general and indiscriminate 
that many of its statements are so thoroug ^  pn* j5 
that they cannot be of any practical servic ^  G°^e!. 
progress ; that the character it gives ot .p 
brutal in the extreme ; that its t e a c h i ^ n g ^  
ence to woman are cruel, despotic, in. atiof® f5; 
d egradin g; that most of its ethical ' nCUj1;iosCp 
inferior to those taught by the anc’enttuat its ^ tif', 
that it is by no means the oldest book ; { ¡t ** o'
of events is so vague and contradictory ^  sa^P 
worthy of credence ; that its biograph>eS 3
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olly| deceit, and licentiousness ; that many o f itsteach- 
lngs are inhuman and opposed to the promotion of the 
aPpiness of mankind ; and that it affords no adequate 

guide for human conduct. Upon all these points 
Passages are given in the Handbook, with chapter and 

both from the Old and New Testaments. The 
We Handbook should be in the library of every “ seeker 

0r truth.” My advice to all readers of these lines is to 
the book at once and digest its contents, which 

J 1' sbow that Bible reading is dangerous to the tastes 
rr'orals not only of the rising generation, but of 

sections of the community. It will also demon- 
“jf^te beyond a doubt that a book the history of 

lch is doubtful, the nature mystical, the teaching.* 
eetradictory and, in many instances, positively injurious 
n never harmonise with the genius of material pro 

tt[eSn and intellectual development. Far be it from me 
° allege that the Bible has not a legitimate place in 
modern literature. Undoubtedly it has one : it reveals 
j e 'Veaknesses, the imperfections, and the errors which 
an!t u ed *^e Past by impeding personal improvement 
s retarding general advancement. Moreover, it

as a beacon warning us of the dangerous paths
histor 6re ° nce reg arded as being safe to tread. It is a 
real v̂ i suPerstition that for ages robbed life o f its 
the h& Ue and beauty, and dimmed the mental glory of 
°rcJin am^n race. W hen we reflect upon the extra- 
eontra^ 7 ° ^  this book once had upon its devotees, and 
the con I t” a*' Power with its present non-influence upon 
of ^  Uct of men, what a striking indication we have 
niarVeii ecadence of theological restriction, and of the 
Bible suUs exPansi° n of intellectual freedom. The 
its SlJ 0ui<t be estimated by its contents, and not by 
diaste/*-086̂  authority. To allow any book to be our 
the stip:'nste.aci ° f  our servant is to prostrate reason at■ sh • " • “ u 01 our servant is tc 

ne of a humiliating idolatry.
Charles W atts.

More About Missions.
JoliN r> , *
turbgj V'L 's beginning to feel more than a little dis- 
Used t a ,ut bis once-bbasted foreign missions. He 
Alfni ,° '■ bink that one of the great achievements the 
ChriXy. depended upon him to bring about was the 
certain niLlnff of the globe. N ow  he is not at all
P°rtions that the '
eva,

services.
¡¡feature >> ° worid and preach the Gospel to every

of
globe— or, at any rate, immense

>t— are in any immediate need of his

'pj n.0w strikes him as a thing easier said than 
f '̂s hio-k *S rather glad that recent warnings of one 
°r sbirkj P*ubbc officials have afforded him an excuse 

any r Pbe Divinely-appointed task. He would—  
n Christ.-e’ ?°.r a bttle time to come— prefer to leave 
i ° ^ ans &'anis'ng  to foreigners. Meanwhile, he is by 
a the r, , Silre that he has not been a trifle over-zealous

J r » i P * - .  Th=
n

May meetings at Exeter Hall next 
111 Probably have to lament a considerable falling 

at bindnds ^°r “ “ verting the heathen. _ Laments of
in

defic’t col1171° n enough, but there is likely to be
V e inf*Clt exhibited next May and June.

*Postu, eJ  much of this from the many comments and 
Press ‘at'ons • • - ‘
ben-' In0 m • w b'lcb have recently appeared in the 
r?611 Publish'16 Unexpected quarters observations have 
a aders rank^ w b'cb would have been deemed by their 
5 °:1 but \vi • heresy or ungodly indifference a few months 
P̂ r°val. 11Ca now seem to have met with more or less

Can, as to""*!,05' And that quite apart from any ques 
hr "°lic 0r p Possibility that missionaries— Roman 
°Pe ‘n th‘ r° testant— bad contributed to an out- 
Ch-ned has If Particular instance. The discussion 

simpivbeu n on. general grounds, affecting not 
tr, re- ’ b u t  missions; f o  I n d ia .  Tannn. a n d  e lse -

_ a - events in China have revived and re- 
,tlary rnetf,ran^ êebug of objection to Christian mis- 

Gets. And that miitp anart from nnv r

th,7 et>

r r °m fuissions to India, Japan, and else- 
6f Question 'Cjcfnatic considerations it has drifted

Su ;pt
rom
in

— . • are any use. at all,ion whether missions ar /  0f View,
a Christian proselytising P may be

PPos»4 regard to absolute savag . Christian if 
actoiuD -to be contented with any &feathers, and 
Ĉ unnn'ed with presents of beads, featn

°undsditch togs.

The Bishop of London, as we know, disclaims, in 
regard to recent events, any responsibility on the part 
of Anglican missionaries. He thinks it unfortunate 
that all missionaries are classed together. He believes 
that “ our ” missionaries were careful not to seem to 
interfere in the internal affairs of the country, but he 
adds : “ I  am not sure that the same could be said o f  all. 
Lord Salisbury indicated that missionary work should 
be carried on at the risk of those engaged in it, without 
involving action on the part of their Governments. 
W ith this I quite agree. The political difficulty arises 
when popular clamor demands that missionaries should 
be avenged. I do not think that this is a Christian 
way of regarding the m atter.” This is sensible enough, 
for though we have missions, almost numberless in our 
own country— even Freethought missions— there is the 
fact that we are on our own ground ; whereas abroad 
we are visitors or guests, and are there only on suffer­
ance.

In the July issue of the North American Review 
appears an interesting article by Mr. Poultney Bigelow 
on “ Missions and Missionaries in China.”  According 
to his information, the prospects of real missionary 
success with the Chinese have always been infinitesimal. 
The testimony of Father Palladius, a late Russian mis­
sionary, confirms this. He says : “  I have been here 
(China) forty years, and perhaps I have converted one 
Chinaman. W hen missionaries tell you that they have 
done more than that, do not believe them.” This is a 
fine record, indeed ; after forty years’ residence the mis­
sionary can point to one Chinaman converted, and does 
not seem to be quite sure about him, for he simply says 
he believes this Mongolian unit to be converted. If this 
is really the average achievement of other missionaries 
in China, where, indeed, is the use of spending so much 
money and trouble on missions, with the possibility of 
being charged, rightly or wrongly, with causing internal 
dissensions in the country and creating European com­
plications and terrible alarm ?

Five weeks ago the Freethinker was asked pointedly 
by the Church Gazette whether it did not think that the 
Church Missionary Society was engaged in a good and 
useful work. A reply was made to that inquiry in these 
columns, which, needless to say, was not favorable to 
the claims of the Society. A t that time our contem­
porary appeared to think it an illiberal notion, not to 
say an evidence of bad taste, to dispute the claims of 
the Church Missionary Society. Now it publishes other 
editorial notes which have reference to Church missionary 
enterprise, and which do not quite breathe the same spirit 
of admiration. To commence with, there is the statement 
that this is a “ time when the utility o f missions to 
countries like India and China is being discussed,” and 
therefore it becomes pertinent to ascertain the spirit in 
which these are carried on. “ Charges of ‘ stupidity,’ 
on the one hand, have been made against missionaries—  
with what truth we cannot say,” remarks, with a fine 
indifference, this former defender of the Church Mis­
sionary Society— “ and, on the other hand, of arrogant 
and overbearing conduct. These charges, however, 
are denied.”

Then adds the journal referred to : “ There remains a 
charge which will brook no denial, because it has for its 
authority the Indian Churchman’s Kalendar for the 
current year, and refers to the quality of the teaching 
imparted. W e hardly suppose, however, that any 
missions of the C. M. S. are responsible for the follow­
ing methods of presenting Jesus to the Hindoo.” But why 
not responsible ? If the Church Missionary Society, with 
its yearly income of over ^400,000, exhibits no interest 
- the Indian Churchman’s Kalendar, what on earth is it 
doin'*? Then the C. G. goes on to cite some absurd 
instructions which are there authoritatively given for 
reaching the Brahmin or Mohammedan mind. It adds :—

“ Now, to a certain class of Anglican mind all this may 
be very interesting ; but to the Oriental we doubt whether 
it is a fair presentation of Christianity. He will see in it 
nothing but a form of heathenism other than those he 
knows o f ; and as such he will not see the advantage of 
forsaking what is, to him, more congenial.

“ We cannot conceive wherefore the Jews, who live 
peaceably among us, cannot be let alone in the enjoy­
ment of a faith which seems to suit them, and to which 
they are devotedly attached.”

This is rather an improvement on the suggestion that
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the Universe was “ narrow and uncharitable ” in attack­
ing the Church Missionary Society. But, then, of 
course, events have changed, and the Church Gazette, 
after all, sails as near the wind as possible, and is 
perhaps to be applauded rather than reproached for 
going as far as it does. There always remains the 
fact that it is an interesting paper. In its latest issue 
it inserts a second letter on missions from a well- 
informed writer who has had considerable experience in 
India, and who states what is common knowledge—  
namely, that “ It is only, as a rule, the scum of the 
Hindoos who become Christians.” He notes, what is 
also common knowledge, that any “ purely educational” 
effort in regard to the natives is “ only given with an 
ulterior motive ” — namely, to “  attract the natives to 
their teaching, and thus to make them Christians.”

“ The missionaries maybe able men, but their intellects 
are not strong enough to combat the subtle arguments 
of the Hindoo. I have heard Swámi Vivakunanda argu­
ing with Christians, and it was extremely painful to me 
to see the way in which the latter were worsted at every 
point. In order to convert India, the very best men we 
can send would be needed, and not merely men of 
average ability. Then the manner in which we conduct 
our missions is open to much criticism. Our men would 
gain always a respectful hearing were they to become 
‘ holy men ’ in the sense which the natives understand by 
the term. I expressed myself badly when I said the 
missionaries were arrogant in their behavior. Many of 
them are as meek and mild as their hearers. I should 
rather have said that their method is aggressive. They 
go in European dress entirely; they try to force a 
Western civilisation on an Oriental people; and they 
endeavor to crush the national spirit out of the people. 
Do the missionaries agitate to have the natives’ grievances 
redressed ? Do they enter at all into the life of the 
native ? No ; they are content to act as outsiders— as a 
superior people, in fact. I shall refrain from speaking of 
the things they preach— that were too painful.”

The Evangelical Christian World, in an editorial note 
on another subject, casually alludes to “  off-hand critics 
o f m issionaries” ; but that journal is probably as well 
aware as most of its readers that the criticism, so far 
from being “ off-hand,”  is deliberate and direct, and is 
backed by evidence which is indisputable.

F rancis- Neale.

The Value of Christian Endeavor.

M y  article on “  Christian Endeavor ”  in the Freethinker 
for July 22 has brought me quite a number of communi­
cations— some stupid, some stupid and abusive, and one 
or two argumentative. Those coming under the two first 
headings may charitably be consigned to oblivion. It 
is nothing fresh to learn that we of the Secular party 
are engaged in lowering men to the level o f beasts (the 
drop would not be severe in all cases), or that our prin­
ciples, if  persisted in, would wreck society. All these 
charges are wearisomely familiar, the only remarkable 
thing about them being the stupidity of Christians in 
im agining that they can have any possible influence 
upon us.

There is a point in one of the letters I have received 
that may be noticed in passing. A  correspondent, 
evidently laboring under the delusion that, because I 
bear a Jewish name, I must be a foreigner, reads me a 
long lecture on the “ favo rs” the Jews have received in 
this Christian country, with the obvious implication that, 
in face of this, I must be terribly ungrateful to take part 
in an anti-Christian propaganda. Now, I do not admit 
for a moment that the better position of Jews in this 
country is due to Christianity. On the contrary, it is 
due to our being rather less Christian here than else­
where that Jew-baiting is non-existent. So long as 
Christianity was all-powerful, the position of Jews in 
England w as pretty much as it was elsewhere. The 
liberty they enjoyed under the Romans quickly dis­
appeared under Christian rule. Canute the Great 
banished them altogether. W illiam  I. took them again 
into favor, but every Jew was legally the property of the 
Crown. The period of the Crusades witnessed their 
wholesale murder, and the tender mercies o f the Chris­
tians were exemplified by the self-immolation of five 
hundred Jews and Jewesses at Y ork, who preferred

suicide to falling alive into their hands. _ Un 
Edward I. they were once more banished the km go ’ 
and were only readmitted under Cromwell. And wn > 
finally, we remember that not until 1846 were 1 
Jews placed upon a legal equality with English Gem1 .’ 
one wonders what Christianity has had to do with t 
present position. O f course, if it is a “ favor not to 

theymurder, rob, or outrage men and women because 
happen to be Jews or Jewesses, then they have muc 
be grateful for. Perhaps my correspondent willexp13 ’ 
if it is Christianity that places Jew and Gentile on 
equality in England, what it is that disfranchises 
ill-treats the Jew elsewhere. fi

To return to the Society of Christian Endea 
Several of my correspondents fall foul of me est 
‘ sn eering” at people who are as earnest and as no , 
n their belief as I am in mine. But I did not ‘ sn ^  

at either their earnestness or their honesty. . n0 
willing to grant both, but still insist that honesty ' . 
guarantee of accuracy, nor earnestness of useful w ^
A very large part o f the world’s troubles springs ^ 
faults of the intellect rather than from brutal*) 
feeling. The softness of the human head is reSP 0f 
sible for as much evil and suffering as the hardne j 
the human heart. The evils of honest zeal dlV ^  
from a corresponding intellectual development are . |y 
large over the whole of human history. It is n’ jt 
responsible for all the evil that religion has cause • g 
led people to regard the extirpation of heresy ^e 
service to God ; it kept the witch-finder busy on 0f 
inquisitor fully employed. It has blasted the n 0f. . .  . . c o  c . c o . - c  —  ■ ^
thousands of men and women by the institm j 
celibacy. It fostered hatred and persecution, an 
immorality and bigotry. Honest conviction, s} ê n0i
endeavor to carry that conviction into practiceé , i < ;
but, divorced from adequate knowledge, it may 
more dangerous than supine indifference or a ¡¡jp

far

I comP1dishonesty. It is from this standpoint that 1
of such movements as the Society of Christian En L erS,
not from that of impeaching the honesty of its rne-mafily

The whole question of such organisations is Pr ut|lity-
that of accuracy, and, secondarily, that 01 ^ed
Primarily the question is, Are these movements
on a sound conception of human nature ? To sUpef'
answer is emphatically, No. All of them take tjal
natural beliefs in some form or other as the e i,ave
condition of social activity. All of their membe
instilled into them the notion that, apart from J freak
in God and a future life, social effort for good js Îfllild
of conduct that none but an idiot or a mania .ure»
indulge in. The organic unity of the social s C0» f
the mutual dependence of its parts, the natura ^iir
quences of actions as an adequate method ^
ing their relative value, are all lost sight 0‘> vv,eakel1
ultimate result that, as these supernatural beliefs 0ftê
with the growth of experience, there is only 1 of) a
a weakening of the interest in social welfare
best, chaotic and confused ideas on the subject-

For in but a small percentage of cures is t0
ice of such bodies permanent. It is sate ¡nd^

that, of the young men and women who were
triously singing hymns and saying prayers a reacl,e<
vention, a large majority will, before they bav rnO'ii■ 0f tnc al

th°.1
cia*

thirty-five years of age, have dropped out 01 ^
ment altogether. Their interest in the supfrn 
have weakened, if not have disappeared entire y>.̂  s0,  ̂
their having gained a corresponding interes |1avlvfi 

The best years of their life— >nste^, 0{matters
been spent in a mental discipline, a study 0fitak 
facts and forces that will enable them to take a]ploye “ ity
part in the life around them— will have been e Vnent3. •- . . . .  . . . .  them 11 -1an intellectual dissipation that will leave tn ^  
destitute and the easy prey of the politica

iCl»1

sharper, 
isIt is this tremendous misdirection and c? a\ 

waste of human energy that makes evangf o')' 
tianity one of the gravest dangers to s0<̂ a to£,s°C,fhf 
Imagine the benefit that might have accrue ^  ,
at large had the attention of the 25,000 or 3 \ e $oc p 
met at Alexandra Palace been centred on a sl g5< 
problem, such as the housing question, the êSe 4l1 
land, or old-age pensions. True, each one 0 
tions was mentioned during the course o1 ir\eet'Z (  
tion ; but, in the long run, those who left -Qg  
would be spurred to little more than f° r

itf1;0l
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dv® clmr ° r getting additional members to their respec- 

Ptaisê ŝu*̂  m̂Por ân*: P°m t lost sight of by those who

Endeavor

X ulated 80n r r v r
reli

movements as the Society of Christian
is that interest in social questio - -

. — so long as there exists outside a
g'ous organisations a strong reform opinion i.
rellgious. It is a truism to say th a t  reform
eminence inside the Churches. It is outside

?r® b°rn ; it is outside that they struggle through the 
mfantile s«-»---- *

is intensified by plausible and surreptitious methods, 
which do not directly challenge attention or excite public 
alarm.

It does not follow that a religion which, from an 
intellectual point o f view, is in a state of decadence is 
therefore doomed to an immediate decease. The Roman 
Catholic Church was intellectually discredited in France, 
and no one expected its revival ; but by a masterly 
policy of organisation, by the steady accumulation of 
resources, by well-planned and consistent political action,

ideas 0 \ and are nursed Into maturity. Advanced and by the capture of the Higher Education, this Church 
bodies 0 u dad a footing inside the different religious has raised itself once more to a commanding position, 
to ¡(rn'Vhen it is no longer either possible or profitable and has become by far the strongest o f all the public 
reforL°r.e foeir existence. And even then the social forces in that country. This phenomenon may be 
¡nterest ls kept strictly subservient to the religious repeated in Great B ritain; and, lest it should be, the 
?rovvn *n otber words, when tbe social instincts have friends of Freethought are under a serious obligation 
belief tu° strong  as to threaten the welfare of religious to take timely and ample precautions. 
bitere’st y are.exploited by priests and parsons in the Good intentions alone will not suffice ; nor will courage, 

>d hc° ,b e' r r^pective Churches. ability, and enthusiasm, without resources. The prin­
ciples of modern warfare are carried into the regions 
o f politics and religion. Existing society is based upon 
property, and power accompanies wealth. The war 
between reason and superstition will therefore be very

And, , . — ** «wopccwvc vsiiurcu
of tf,g ais last circumstance leads to an understanding 
foll0w Cases ,°f individual improvement that are said to 
The ass°ciation with the various religious bodies, 
mean, Sie affainst these associations does not by any-  J  • . .< ■ ■d o ^ '3̂  a ^en‘ai that such instances of improve- I largely decided by the means at the command o f thetlQj, 1_ - . t »T»l • I _________________i_! __________’   j _  • r  11 * 1 1  , 1. ot n0t and cannot take place. The mere associa- respective armies. This truth is fully recognised by the 
tbe p-r a aumber of people is alone sufficient to induce leaders of Christianity, and should be as fully recog- 
f°rthe a certain class ethic, and so far to work nised, not only by leaders, but by all the supporters ofa certain class ethic, and so far to work 
‘5 done '" “ “ cnance of a certain code of conduct. This 
tfQm thenot only in religious organisations, but apart

nised, not only by leaders 
Freethought.

In this spirit the National Secular Society’s Con-

S.uPefnatelln^S' The regrettable feature is that the 
Clated reUr'd beliefs with which these feelings are asso- 

It WOu£  disastrously on their subsequent cultivation.

°e Christ'". ^ t}lat need be pointed out is that what ference resolved that a Twentieth Century Fund should
^ ^ O atu r^  habitually ascribes to the influence of his be raised to counteract the special efforts of the Chris-
-°C'al feel'3 ° el‘efo is properly attributable to the purely tian Churches. No definite figure is aimed at, or even 

inp-c mu. ' ' ' ' ‘ suggested— at least for the present. W hat is hoped
is that all Freethinkers who have any practical love~for 
their cause will give as liberally as possible, according 
to their means and opportunities.

W ith regard to the security of this projected Fund, 
I have to say that, while all receipts will pass through 
the hands of the N. S. S. honorary treasurer, Mr. S.

______  __ _ Hartmann, they will be paid into the banking account
c teen cent^°Verned W estern Europe for upwards of I ° f  the Secular Society, Limited, which is a legal Incor-d(j|g 1  b u r ie s .  I t  ^ 0 0  ________ 1 _ r  , 1  I n n r o f t n n  o n r l  o fT n r r lc  o m i a r a n f p p  o era  m e f  flip»
a diflv 0 foe

unwise to close this article without
tOugjj? tlle remark that no such gathering would be 

lbat be Srito.§'efoer for any purely social , fIf-v ug ---- - w i any purely social purpose. ,*
hi one c ° ’ ’*• carries with it Christianity’s condemnation. 
S t y  h°rrn 0r another— Catholic or Protestant— Chris- 
’fteP„ as gfovernpH W estern Europe for upwards of 

has controlled people from the 
,,er - s 'a v e . It could burn men and women for 

P°'Ver . nce ° f  opinion, and can hardly plead lack ofbo r̂ ciriiioA-~ jli- • « • -

Jries. 
grave.are

told. rn!LUlafo their conduct. And, as a result, we.......................................C* .VOUH
not shamefacedly, but boastfully, that ---  

yeunlSense so little developed that it is easier to g et 
Usefi nien and women to sing hymns than en/  f  er 

social work, easier to g et them to a 
thelr ¿f, than w ork for theh -> feii work for the purely social welfare of

Ushin s° * s' So much the worse for Christianity. 
V’ere thea'd 0nce that the statement that the clergy 

n ett!nai'°nly friends of the poor was the severest 
[N ed hn '° a °b foe priesthood he had ever heard. It 
in .r'ch. 'y/ 'foe they had attended to the education of 
a ‘̂fferen,,1 *aT we n° t  say, in the same view, that the 
of  ̂‘ajust-6 men and women to the crying wrongs 
ed 0̂vv littl^  ° Ur ex‘sting civilisation is an indication

poration, and affords a perfect guarantee against the 
money being lost or alienated. The N. S. S. Executive 
has learnt by experience the trouble and insecurity of 
the method of Trustees. Moreover, the Board of Direc­
tors of the Secular Society, Limited, accepts the respon­
sibility ; and, as it consists almost exclusively of members 
of the N. S. S. Executive, there is no possibility o f any 
sort o f disagreement. I may, however, add my own 
personal pledge that, as far as I am concerned, the 
interests o f the popular, unlegalised body shall be fully 
respected, and that its Executive shall be consulted in 
all matters relating to this Fund.

By the wish of the N. S. S. Executive, and of the 
Board of Directors of the Secular Society, Limited, I 
have already made a preliminary appeal by private 
circular on behalf o f this Fund, in order that the public 
appeal in the Freethinker and elsewhere might be

at'on r,f a” entlon Christianity has paid to the social initiated under the most favorable auspices
bJi t h p  —  1 -  •,  1 1 < . .  ______n r III a  ft l l o f  f  J-io n r n m i c p c  i n  r p nVVaS°U; riino-U!i_tt1e Pe°p le it has had under its charge, and presently give 

Sht in 0H at foe remedy for existing evils has to be pirf u ar[ w 1

a list of the promises 
which have reached me up

I shall 
in reply to that 
to date. But

other d ï~  ‘ cmeuy ror existing evns has to be ^ r e d o i n g  so l ‘ hav”e k 'w r f t o T a y t o  the great mass 
directions than those hitherto pursued ? reade5 s of tWs journal. Many of them, I daresay,

LOHEN.

The Freethought 
. Twentieth Century Fund.S « *
Pr0 6 °f Tw S money are being raised, under the 
Qr fo°ting- t ,entlefo Century Funds, for the purpose of 

^ritai^ SUccess of the Christian superstition'in 
stre'nary rev o ' - Tlli;s money  is independent o f the 
W ,n§foen t)?aues the Churches, and will help to

mmunity; above all 
will be reached by 
agencies, which are 
the old dogmatic

„ n "  thes0h, *ts upon tnc co
fou 6 °ther o fnt? er members, who 
teac,d an eftpfoe various “ social ” 

e“ ective substitute for

5 ^ n S y 4U
Ca> . in the air. w hen the High Church is para 
Powe°̂ ,c Chyr . stablished Religion, when the Roman 

ent r’ 'vhen i ,̂1 ls Rr°w in g ominously in wealth and 
ary EqUc ?n°minationalism is triumphant in Ele- 

IOn, and when the influence of Priestcraft

niovement is initiated at a time when 
me air, when the H

cannot promise to contribute a sum which they think 
large enough to be entered in a list of donations. In 
order to meet their case I am authorised to arrange for 
two Shilling W eeks, such as the older readers o f the 
Freethinker are familiar with. During the first week; in 
October, and the first week in January, the “ rank and 
file ” of the party are earnestly invited to send me at 
least one shilling, and as many more as they can afford. 
Any number of shillings from any number of persons 
will be acceptable, and every one will be acknowledged 
in these columns.

On previous occasions of this kind a considerable 
proportion of contributors have taken the opportunity 
to write me a letter, stating their views of the work of 
the movement, and throwing out suggestions for its 
improvement. I f  they do the same on these forth­
coming occasions, I promise them that their letters 
shall all be read, carefully considered, and as far as 
possible answered. It is good to hear from time to 
time what the “ masses ”  are thinking. W e really want 
their opinions, and it is sometimes found that the 
“ lookers on,” if I may so express it, see a good deal
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that escapes the attention of those who are zealously 
“  playing the gam e.”

And now for the list of donors up to date, with 
extracts in some cases from the letters conveying their 
promises.

The place of honor is due to the veteran Mr. J. 
Umpleby, of Blackburn. W hen this Fund was first 
mooted, some time ago, he forwarded his cheque for 
£ 2 0  towards it, which has since been held by Mr.
S. Hartmann, the N. S. S. honorary treasurer. Mr. 
Umpleby is willing to make his donation £ 10 0  if four 
others will give the same amount, or ^ 5 0  if nine others 
will give ^ 5 0  each. Should his generous challenge be 
accepted the Fund will realise £ ¡0 0  in consequence.

The second place of honor is due to Major John C. 
Harris, R .E ., who promised me ¿£20 towards the Fund 
as soon as he heard of it, and forwarded me his cheque 
for that amount immediately on receiving my circular. 
That £ 2 0  is also in Mr. Hartmann’s hands. Major 
Harris sent his donation at once as a stimulus to other 
friends to give  promptly instead of merely promising. 
He thinks the money is sure when we have it, but never 
quite sure otherwise.

“ A  F rien d ” (a lady) promises £ 2$, and Mr. Horace 
Seal another £ 2$. Thus we have ^ 9 0  from four con­
tributors, which is a very good start.

I will now give the list of donations promised up to 
date, and then deal with some of the correspondence.

Donation List.
J. Umpleby, £ 2 0  ; Major John C. Harris, R .E ., ^ 2 0  ; 

“ A  Friend,” ¿ 2 5 ;  Horace Seal, ^ 2 5  ; J. C. Banks, 
^ 1 0  ; W . Mumby, ^ 5  ; J. F. Hampson, ^ 4  ; D .Yule, 
£ 1 0 +  James Neate, £ 1  ; Mrs. Neate, ^"i ; R. Davison, 
£ 2  ; G. J. W arren, £ 1  ; T. P. Stewart, £ 1  is .;  R. T. 
Nichols, £ 2  2s.; C. Girtanner, £ 1 0  10s.; David W att, 
£ 1  ; C. J. Peacock, £ $  ; A. H. Braine, £ 1  is .; H. 
Trotman, 105. 6d.; H. B. Dodds, 10s.; W . Garthwaite, 
1 o s .; J. G. Dobson, 10s.; J. Barry, 10s.; T. H. Body, 
2S. 6d .; J. Partridge, 10s. 6d.; Martin W eatherburn, 
10s.; A. G. Lye, 5s.; E. Self, 5s.; L. Simpson, 5s.;
T. Ollerenshaw, 10s.; W . Barks, 10s.; J. T . Ives, is .; 
J. Bullock, 5s.; A. F. Bullock, 2s. 6d.; C. Handley, 5 s.; 
W . M. Constant, 3 s.; W . R. Axelley, 10s.; D. Mitchell, 
£ 1  ; Mrs. Brown, 5s.; H. Payne, £ 1  ; D. P.‘ S ., £ 1  ; 
) . E. Kins, 5s.; C. D. Stephens, 10s. 6d .; W . H. Spivey, 
ios.; M. Dye, 5s.

This represents a total o f ^ 15 6  4s. 6d., and I should 
very much like to see that amount doubled during the 
next week or so. There are scores, and perhaps 
hundreds, who could subscribe £ 1  or more to this 
Fund, and a multitude who could subscribe less, without 
missing what they gave. I beg them to send me their 
promises at once. The remittances can wait. It is 
not a question of what a Freethinker can give at this 
particular moment, but of what he can give some time 
before the close of the present year, which terminates 
the nineteenth century. Next year opens the twentieth 
century. Let it also open a new and bright period of 
Freethought activity.

One gentleman, who has not yet subscribed, has 
asked how the Fund will be expended. That will 
depend upon its amount. It is impossible to say any­
thing definite at this stage. In any case, it will be 
expended in promoting and maintaining Freethought ; 
and its disposition lies in the hands of two thoroughly 
representative bodies.

Another gentleman, who says he needs no assurance 
himself, and who thinks I am abominably ill-paid for 
my work, fancies that others may be pleased to know 
that none of the money raised will be spent upon myself. 
W ell, all I can say is that this is extremely unlikely. 
It is certainly not contemplated. I think I have a right 
to point to the past. For more than ten years I have 
been President of the National Secular Society, in 
succession to the great Charles Bradlaugh. During 
that time I have worked very hard and done 
the party some service. No doubt I have made 
mistakes. The price of avoiding them is doing
nothing. But one thing I have never done. I
have not had a single penny of the National Secular 
Society’s money. I have not charged it anything even 
for postages, and I have always paid my own expenses 
at the Annual Conferences. The Society’s books prove

this, and I may be excused from saying more ; except 
perhaps, that I have raised hundreds of pounds for tj1 
Society through the Freethinker, without making tn 
smallest deduction for time, trouble, letters, or advertise' 
ments.

A member of the N. S. S. Executive, Mr. James Neatei 
who is in a position to know the facts at any rate, say 
on behalf of himself and his wife :—

We trust your appeal will meet with the hearty responŝ  
it deserves. We sincerely regret that the Freethoug 
party in England has not more G. W. Footes to 
such sacrifices and appeals for the cause. You stand 
unique since the death of Charles Bradlaugh. All I«51 
to you.

I would not have quoted this praise if it had not co^  
from such a quarter. Mr. David W att (Paisley) says •1 at

I do hope the party will rally round you and show w 
stuff they are made of. We want a good supply 
sinews of war to fight superstition.

Mr. C. Girtanner, writing from Trieste, sa y s :—

I hope your never-ceasing efforts for the cause 111 f̂ 'anJ 
crowned with success, and I heartily wish you health 
strength.

Mr. T. P. Stew art asks whether collecting cards ^ 
sheets will be issued. The answer is, Yes, as soOi\.0„ 
the summer draws to a close. Mr. J. F. HaIJ1P 0f 
(Bolton) hopes to see “ a long and strong l‘st t 
donors.” Mr. W . Mumby sends a long and pleaS 
letter, from which the following is an extract :■—

There is great credit due to you for forming the Secjjj-, 
Society, Limited, to prevent the N. S. S. from w,e 
defrauded of legacies and bequests, though I "°P? 
shall not work any the less for the total repeal ? a 
barbarous Blasphemy Laws. Yet I fear there is {.¡ted, 
danger of some saying that “ the Secular Society, D 1 a|1duanger or some saying rnat uie oauidr ouucy, -  ^
has funds bequeathed by the late Mr. So and '=’5>|jt]1er 
let these be spent first; besides, Mr. Foote says that 
legacies will come along in time.” If this att UHdLr be
to be adopted generally, the Incorporation would no1 bethe
an unmixed blessing........Do we make anything h ^
monetary sacrifices we should be expected to .¡alj 
belonged to the Wesleyans, Baptists, or other Cm 
sects ? , .  the

Mr. J. C. Banks (Wolverhampton) hopes g 
Twentieth Century Fund “ will be (what it êf e-lVey 
to be) a thorough success.”  Mr. W . H. eSs 
(Huddersfield) regrets that the war has made bus ^ 
so bad, but he subscribes something, and rn®a 
collect a few pounds in the district. Mr. T. G
shaw (Linthwaite) says :— tlb»1d t11I hope your appeal will prove successful, an ¡Jie 

Freethinkers will not be behind Christians in fin“ Ljj ¡j<jt 
sinews of war. Let us hope that our opponents 0uf 
be able to say that we do not properly supp° 
movement. „„

vete I iMr. Martin Weatherburn (Cramlington), a . 
Freethinker, universally respected in his distriu > 
everywhere else he is known, says :—  (0

I trust the response to your appeal will be sUĈ jTiind' 
ensure the success of the Twentieth Century êfo(e 
There is a great deal of hard work to be don the 
Secularism can be introduced to, and appreciate ^ tlje 
masses of the people. I wish you may receive g[iable
party such support, moral and financial, as 
you to get through a very large share of it,

1 & Z
11

But I must bring this long article to an end- j ĝ-aib) 
have occasion to deal with the subject again (aIj |gc f  
during the next few months. For the present 1 nCi ¡s 
to say that the Freethought Twentieth Century 
now publicly launched, and that every t re car®ef' 
should do what he can to ensure it a prosperous

G. W . F oote
(President, National Secular £ n ,’d)' 
(Chairman, Secular Society, J

July 31, / quo.

The Bishop of Stepney, according to a conte P;0 tra 
the busiest man in London ; he writes his serni° ayS se ^ 
and ’buses. Now we know why his discourses a 'r 10 
so slow and jerky. No doubt a bishop would aPl c011ip°s 
a busy man when, as it has been suggested, t 1 
sermons at the same time he is making tracks.



The
ÜÇcurrence,

Acid Drops.
assassination of the King of Italy Is a shocking 

frip / ence* ^  scems useless to remonstrate with the tool 
t w ?f freedom, as Ingersoll called them, who Imagine onli ,ei1 cause can be promoted by murder. Assassination 
^  Plays the camp, of r^a #?*«./>« ~
will,

Hfe ;le ° f  reaction. Once convince people that 
"  nf S at * « mercy of reckless conspirators, and they

arrns°of 01 ¿nere self-preservation, throw themselves Into the 
thetrml a i.̂ av’or of Society. The mass of men always feel 
tyran“ . i Hume’........"  ' ’ ' ’—  s saying, that anarchy is the worst form of 

Laws and regulations, however bad or unjust, are 
recognised as preferable to the terror of un-.lnty T j «*•» pittwautc LU LUC ICI IUI U1 UI1-

’ Wras Î . e excesses of the French Revolution that

anny.paved tu ’ ___
e Way for Napoleon.

D> _____
type the^ r' Roote’s article on “ The Holy Kaiser” was in 
William ne7 sPaPers have been discussing what Emperor 
Leal noi,!"6'1 '̂ sa'd at Bremerhaven. It seems that all the,-vai ne v at jjicuiernaven. it seems tliat all tne
"•m w .,iSpapers that reported his speech agree in making
defe,fPue.ak as folio«,c . « m i.» . . A  — ....... &

i ath'm. Noas f°ll°ws : “ When you meet the foe you will 
taken ll?1. No quarter will be given, no prisoners will be 
lust ' Let all who fall into your hands be at your mercy, 
of ].\ .op Huns, a thousand years ago, under the leadership 
still j - e .(AttiH), gained a reputation in virtue of which they 
bec0m e,ln historical tradition, so may the name of Germany 
Win ev6 kllown in such a manner in China that no Chinaman 

er again even dare to look askance at a German.”

credit ,ls a great deal worse thai» the words the Emperor is 
tian u .  w‘th in Mr. Foote’s article. It seems that the Chris-„t ..̂ -aispr - - -. — ..... ruuie s arucie. it seems tnat the Chris-
of thp tjSer wishes his German troops to imitate the exploits 
f°rwar-a ns under the terrible Attila. Perhaps he is looking 
Lord’, another pyramid of skulls. If this piouŝ  War 
behovp P°hcy is to obtain in the conflict with China, it will 
not pi Lnglishmen to see that their contingent of troops are 
'~abou. ea,under the supreme command of a German general 

ut Which there is a strong rumor in the newspapers."Ch ' ■ -----
by thp1So an Socialism ” was the subject of a recent address 
Lotye . ^ev. Mark Guy Pearse in the Wesleyan Chapel, 
Miat this ^ correspondent of ours dropped in to hearto"’as WHS pnl 1 1 uiupucu ill IU 11 Cell

Say, and h 6ague of the Rev- IIuSh Price Hughes had 
S m°re 111, wa® greatly surprised at what he heard. It

c°Urse. re4 lli:e a Freethought lecture than a Christian dis- 
very anxious thatn°thin0. /Phe reverend gentleman was .~.j —- ——  

"'onder ” e sa!d should be reported in the papers, and no 
certain,- Our correspondent’s summary of the address is 
"Uer y startling. The following are some of Mr. Pearse s 
stantia,Ces : "Church and chapel would not make any sub- 
¡ke Dr Progress unless they catered for the material needs of
his^P'e- What.1 s,iumarL was ine gooa ot saving a man’s soul if
o f^ ould1 W,aS emPty? You might give him a tract, but 
h! arinn,.„,. on>y make him swear, and so you were the cause 

trarCessarv nrnf,«:... r>... G -------- - J ----- ?- J •—
cl, fhi

Urcbes w°uld be acceptable. We must make the

. ____. . . ---- *“
•> you Would be acting more sensibly, and the *ood> 
fract, would be acceptable. We must make i 

cerfnT like the public-house, without the drink— more 
aad L ”; better lighted, less formal, and altogether more free 
a!»tt eni y> ,s? that the working man will voluntarily come in 

1 y himself, as he does at present at the public-house.i,,fv  -"t . e Rev lv ____
starffjOften tl^,^ Pearse> continuing his address, said :
ton̂ ed or evl’nr°wn in rny face that no great reform was ever 
Q](J hue, aided by the Church. Unfortunately it is only
Ä S : education movement owes nothing to the 

of slaves owes nothing to the
-urch . • ----c .ce  movement owes nothing to

Inr n Want’ }ndeed> in the early days of that movement, if 
'■ del hall t t0 s!gn the pledge, he was obliged to go to an 

do coent ,  do so* so much was the Church opposed to the 
'°”letkina-l anj anxious, therefore, that the Church should

UC? aad theaTClpati°n ° f '“hurcli . temperance 
-  n mdeed, ‘

and’nfiid, .... „ 1AIUUS, uiereiore, mar me onurcli snouW 
to alter the present social evils and inequalities, 

-enTfU6 that R really is of some use in the world. l am 
fun ^  haf the needed reforms will com e-in fact, the air 

,r>  °Lthe.m ; but I am dreadfully afraid that they will come 
i6ftbigh c‘es outside the Church, and the Church will be 
nny vitalbnd dry- The Church has grown selfish, without 
f^VsoMy’ and each member thinks only of saving his own 
W  A d’ oblivious to all the misery and suffering »round 
S rc jQ  Revolution is only a  Reformation delayed, and if  the 
ny a giea d.° not bestir themselves they will be overwhelmed 
fc"-oru^ ,tlc avalanchc which will sweep them away. The 

hodoxy is • Love . and the new heresy is Selfishness.

lhiŝ DorrreSpondent v o u c h e r s  the substantial accuracy of
>  to J !’.and he is a person o n  whom we can rely.
> t  tlla?derstand why the Rev. Mark Guy Pearse c
>  an Ua part:cular address reported. Unfortunately mere
m O r ^ o t c d  “ chiel» amongst them “ takin’ notes for ‘Pteresti^ nker. W» u~— ■

It is

»TbPubp! AUi
-~ .tK e r  . . .  ------------- _ . _ . . S O k  c . c . . .  c a n , . . .  1 I D I C 3  1 U 1

ceii . ng  not vve have given our readers some of these 
ln the a rS,’,and we should much like to see them repro- 

Methodist Times.>cat;TgUst■ °n, by *lVmber of the Literary Guide —an excellent 
way— refers to the Bible Handbook as

‘ written by Mr. Foote in collaboration with Mr. W. P. 
Ball. ’ Tliis is a curious blunder. The volume was really 
written by the Holy Ghost, if we accept the orthodox theory 
of inspiration ; for it consists of a host of texts from the Bible, 
printed in a way to^show its contradictions, absurdities, im­
moralities, obscenities, and unfulfilled prophecies. Messrs. 
Foote and Ball are not the authors, but the editors, of this 
collection. Their contribution to the volume consists of a 
preface, headlines, and occasional notes. And it may be 
said that the real value of the Bible Handbook lies in the fact 
that the Christian Scriptures are allowed to speak for them­
selves.

Bible Romances is described by the Literary Guide as 
“ racy and scathing.” “ The more philosophic Rationalists,” 
our contemporary says, “ may deprecate such direct and 
uncompromising attacks upon the popular faith, but it is 
difficult to contest their necessity in these days of organised 
reaction.” Difficult, indeed ! After all, who are the “ more 
philosophic ” Rationalists ? Is it meant that “ direct and 
uncompromising ” thinkers and writers are necessarily lack- 
ing in philosophy ? If so, we must amend our judgments of 
Voltaire, Paine, and Ingersoll, to say nothing of Bradlaugh, 
who had more “ philosophy ” than the vast majority of his 
critics and detractors.

Persons who call themselves Rationalists should stick to 
the plain appellation, and not preface it with laudatory and 
invidious adjectives. It takes all sorts of people to make up 
a world, and it is very foolish to quarrel with the variety. It 
also takes all sorts of workers and advocates to make up a 
movement; and those who are fond of placing a special value 
on their own tastes and temperaments, generally forget that 
they differ from others precisely as much as others differ from 
them. Here, as elsewhere, a golden rule is “ Live, and let 
live.” —

Our Tory and Christian government can spend heaps of 
money in all sorts of ways, but cannot afford to vote even the 
smallest sum to save millions of poor Hindus from a long and 
horrible death by starvation.

Christian Endeavorers are discussing whether drinking and 
smoking are sinful, but none of them refer to their only 
authority on the subject. Jesus Christ certainly did not 
smoke, but he had no opportunity of doing so, as smoking 
was apparently not invented then. Smoking is, therefore, an 
open question as far as his example is concerned. But drink­
ing is not at all an open question. Jesus Christ drank what 
was going in his age and country. He took wine habitually. 
His last meal before his crucifixion was washed down with 
that liquor. Three years previously, according to the fourth 
Gospel, though the other evangelist’s say nothing about it, he 
was at a marriage feast in Cana of Galilee, where he turned 
a huge quantity of water into wine to prolong the spree for 
the regulation period, which seems to have been the best part 
of a week amongst the Jews. Now, in our opinion, that 
settles the question. Every teetotal Christian sets himself up 
as more moral than his Savior.

The late Mr. Spurgeon gave up his glass of wine, under 
strong pressure from his church, as an encouragement to the 
weaker brethren, who probably tippled all the same. But 
when he was invited to discard his cigar also, he rebelled. 
He said that he drew the line of abnegation somewhere, and, 
so far from dropping his cigar, he intended to “ smoke to the 
glory of God.” And he dill.

Several years ago a Salvation Army captain was at the 
head of his Sunday procession, marching backwards himself, 
with his face to the faithful, and his other part (presumably) 
to Old Nick. Suddenly he observed a big hulking fellow on 
the pavement smoking a short clay pipe, and looking rather 
contemptuously at the Blood and Fire show. “ Take that 
pipe out of your mouth,” the captain cried ; “ if the Lord had 
meant you to smoke he would have provided you with a 
chimney.” “ Well,” said the lost one, “ if the Lord had meant 
you to walk backward he would have turned your feet round.” 
The captain collapsed. ___

By the way, the Rev. Mr. Sheldon, of Topeka, the well- 
paid hero of the “ following-jesus ” battle, appears to hold a 
very precarious position in his own city. He says that his 
influence and reputation would be lost if he were once seen 
smoking. Dear, good, immortal Charles Lamb, if he were 
living here, would want to feel the fellow’s bumps. Carlyle 
would wither him with an unprintable sarcasm. Tennyson 
would give him a most superb stare. Ingersoll would smile 
at him between the whiffs of a good Havana.

We are fearfully and wonderfully made, says the Psalmist. 
But what would he have said if he had known how a man 
may be patched up by modern science ? A German army 
surgeon has been calculating the cost of repairing a man 
maimed in every conceivable way. Here is the bill :— False 
arms, ¿2 9  ; false legs, £2% ; false nose, £20 ; false ears, 
with artificial drums, ¿2 6  ; set of false teeth, £ 18  ; glass 
eyes, £6. Total, £127.
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It always seemed a trifle too much to believe that the spirit 
of prophecy was confined to Israel. If the Peking Times may 
be trusted, prophecy is not even confined to the human race, 
for they have a prophetic dog in the Celestial Empire. This 
marvellous animal foretold—in tones understood and inter­
preted by its owners—a recent storm. And the animal further 
predicts “ gory encounters for the Chinese in the eighth moon.” 
Probably, on investigation, that dog will turn out to be some 
“ sad-dog” of a journalistic joker who has imposed on the 
Peking Times.

The British Weekly is disturbed that cricket nowadays 
seems to be a greater draw than Christ— even in these days 
of Christian Endeavor meetings. It says : “ We Christians 
have room in our sympathies for cricket, and football, and 
boat races. One wonders when there will be as much 
sympathy at ‘ Lord’s ’ and Henley with our enthusiasm as 
there is at every great gathering of Christians with theirs.” 
And the British Weekly may go on wondering till it realises 
that Christianity has alienated the masses by its own 
absurdities, and that one of the great public idols is “ sport.”

place on Sunday. You can’t even get a Sunday PaP ’ 
unless you order it long beforehand, or sneak into s 
back street to buy one surreptitiously.”

In another note Mr. Hatton deals with the Re.v> 
Lorimer, of Boston, U.S.A., and his views upon : ‘ tu:r f f w e  
other cheek to China. As Mr. Hatton rightly says, ^ 
turned the other cheek in our day, the smiters w°aot|)er 
always in the ascendant. He adds : “ More than any 
agency, it is the missionaries who have developed, to ^ 
harm and ours generally, the worst side of the Chinese, ^  
if Europe is as wise as one hopes, she will prohibit * ^  
future the entrance into China of any of her subjects to  ̂
purpose of preaching a religious propaganda endeavor* b 
make converts. As for England, if the whole of the ^  
sionary funds were diverted to the honest and Chnstip . j 
of our own people, to the poor and destitute, to the 
soldier, and to the families of the men who have Ian* ^  
their lives for the Empire, the money would be put to a . nt 
and better purpose than forcing a new religion upon a 
peoples.” ___

Fox-hunting parsons are apparently not extinct. The new 
master of the Cattistock Hounds is the Rev. E. A. Milne, and 
his most notable colleague is the Rev. E. M. Reynolds, who 
hunts the Coniston pack.

They don’t seem to care much for the Mosaic law in the 
County Court at Rhyl. A plaintiff’s pony had been kicked to 
death by a horse belonging to another man whom he sued. 
Plaintiff cited a verse in Exodus xxi., and suggested that a 
settlement should be made in accordance with its terms— 
namely : “ If one man’s ox hurt another that he die, they 
shall sell the live ox and divide the money of it, and the 
dead ox also they shall divide.” This proposal was refused, 
and the case fought out on its merits, with the result that the 
plaintiff was non-suited.

The idea of asking “ divine guidance ” for a London music- 
hall seems to have shocked the Sunday Companion. Certainly 
it looks like superseding the authority of the London County 
Council, which has hitherto regarded itself as God Almighty 
in this connection. The matter has arisen in this way : The 
foundation-stone of the New Theatre of Varieties in Euston- 
road was recently laid. Amongst the company present at the 
ceremony was the Rev. J. H. Anderson, rector of Tooting, 
who invoked Divine guidance in the direction of the enter­
prise.

The Sunday Companion describes this as “ extraordinary.” 
But what is there really remarkable in it from a Christian 
point of view ? If the Almighty concerns himself as intimately 
as we are told he does with mundane affairs, surely a new 
music-hall is one of the very institutions for which his 
guidance should be solicited.

Much criticism has been excited even in church circles by 
the programme for the Newcastle Church Congress. It is 
pointed out that almost every important social and moral 
question is avoided, and that politically and socially there is 
going to be little to differentiate it from a meeting of the 
Primrose League. There can be little surprise at this, for 
year after year the Church Congress contrives to distinguish 
itself by the utter inanity of its deliberations.

Professor Marshall-Hall, the occupant of the Ormond 
Chair of Music at Melbourne University, and brother of 
Marshall-Hall, the well-known barrister, has been creating 
a stir at the Antipodes, according to a correspondent of the 
Topical Times. Not only has he helped more to popularise 
good music in Australia than any living man, but he has 
occasioned several heated controversies by his pronounced 
heterodoxy.

First, we are told, he began to sandwich Neitzsche into 
his lectures to the students of Wagner ; afterwards he pub­
lished some poems of his own composition, which he entitled 
Hymns Ancient and Modem. Some time ago the University 
Council passed a resolution in which, after alluding to the 
alleged character of the poems, they condemned his “ osten­
tatious parade of disbelief in Christianity or any form of 
theism, and of his contempt for those who hold such belief.”

Nevertheless the Council decided the other day to ask him 
to stay on for another five years—a decision which has 
occasioned a great outcry on the part of the unco guid. 
Meanwhile, adds the Topical Times, Marshall-Hall’s concerts 
and lectures are attended by enthusiastic crowds of admirers ; 
and not Paderewski himself receives more ardent applause 
from the fair sex.

Mr. Joseph Hatton continues in his “ Cigarette Papers” 
his caustic criticism of certain professed religionists, especially 
the Sabbatarians. In regard to the latter he observes that,
“ at Eastbourne the town magnates will not permit ’buses to 
run on Sunday, nor persons to bathe except very early in 
the morning. Eastbourne, delightful at other times, is a sad

The Umpire comments on the singular fact that th ^  
day Closing Act of the amorous Charles is most P°P. tances 
the authorities of towns by the sea. We have had in* , at 
of this in the North, the South, the West— very *a' . g3ys 
Swansea— and now at Yarmouth in the East. Serious b ent 
the Umpire, it is more than time that this odious _enah w,sof 
was wiped off the Statute-book. We have many silly 1 uals 
one kind or another, but for egregious absurdity none 
this against “ Sabbath-breaking ” barbers, fruit-sellef > 
tobacconists.

are t0
Sunday papers. What a dreadful “ bogey” they aper 

pious Sabbatarians who read their Monday morning V ^  
with apparent unconsciousness that it was practice 
duced on Sunday. The Christian Herald has the *° 
note of lamentation on this subject : “ The guarantee p̂- 
lation of the Sunday secular newspapers warrants the 
tion that 4,000,000 or 5,000,000 people in this country ¡̂1, 
part of the Lord’s Day to a review of the stress, 
sorrows, and vice of the week.”

----- f r all 'n
Well, perhaps there is not so much wickedness au ̂  

reading a Sunday paper. There are working men ^ ” „ -̂itu

their frequent efforts to appear to be supplying ne''gf[ooliS 
there is no news. The Christian Herald probably c Surt^i 
the fact that the Freethinker is nominally dated '°r,rnâper'
and is therefore specially a “ Sunday Secular ne'v,fe3!c®P 
Our pages are not filled with the “ vice of the w ee. -gter5- 
occasional references to the vice of clergymen and m

The real meaning of the whole of these protes ^  fe'' 
this : In recent times, and particularly during th® acc°, j 
months, the Sunday papers have, with charm mg ,y tjy 
made a dead set on various superstitions. Not si îS- 
so-called sanctity of the Sabbath, but faith in f°r® b̂ 'g 
sions, has been attacked, and other kindred mat ^
been subjected to wholesome criticism. That is re 
the shoe pinches in regard to Sunday papers

ally

Commenting on a letter addressed to the Speed1 gy, & 
T. B. Horsfall on the decline in the supply of ® .g du®' 
Church Times says it does not believe the falling °* e)veS * 
unreadiness on the part of young men to offer thyig 
a service in which there is no scope for the social -srn li 
“ In our judgment,” it says, “ the advance of secul
at the bottom of our present troubles.”__  .

Golfing in a graveyard is a little rough on the nab jt lî
ment wherever the encroaching pastime may °.c<?u ’ 
happened in this instance at a Chinese burial-e^ri! 
Singapore. It is interesting to learn from the„... - interesting to learn from .sodp
devotee of the pastime that “ the links are vf y  sfm
tombs serving for bunkers and other hazards.’ t|l3t ‘ y 
other details, it is not surprising to be informe 
tombs are being slowly hacked to pieces by the Wi 
get the balls out of the crevices in the bricks.’

As the Chinese have a special regard for their ajo0 n1'^, 
their memories and remains— this kind of desecr . nati 
have been supposed to be likely to occasion  ̂ jiothLjjj 
But what did that matter to Christian golfers • ¡eceS 
And so they have slowly hacked the tombs to 
their “ wild efforts.” ___ tjie

The “ old gentleman ” is a polite way of re^ 4 thefe\ i 3 
Devil. He used to be called “ Old Nick,” etc., afd t<\ajjy 
terrible indictment against him, especially m _ gef’^ pt
alleged temptation of Eve. O f course, he is -sted ^¡cl*
supposed to be dead, or rather never to have vjevvS," :slv

imagination. Notwithstanding these moaer r aSto  ̂^
seem to prevail mostly amongst laymen, it is r gatan ./¡b̂  
ing to find the Bishop of Salford referring.1 t0 d®5 
“ old gentleman.” Query : Is it right for abl* ul)g?
“ the author of evil ” as a gentleman— old or y°

1
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' Sugar Plums ”

To Correspondents.

vj Charles W a t t s 's  E n g a g e m e n t s . —All communications for 
‘r. Watts should be sent to him at 24 Carminia-road, Balham, 
* • If a reply is required, a stamped and addressed enve ope

p p st be enclosed.
p ' W il l is .—Always pleased to receive cuttings.

th; C°nLD.—Advertisement next week. See S R'“ls Week.
' t f c S0N (Manchester), in sending his promise of donation to 
p ’'Rethought Twentieth Century Fund, says : I hope every 
Sm,uhlnker W>1' try to do his very best, if the amount is ever so 
Fre 'I* to make this Fund a success. If every reader of the 
Z0ne! - J er contributed only one shilling, you would realise a 
^■ derable sum. Surely they can all do that, if not more, 

R,p 6 ln a century.” . .
ShioMMAN-—See "Sugar Plums." Mr. Foote hopes to visit 

n S aSa>n in the fall of the year.
UeYR—-Mr. Foote will act on your advice as far as possible. 
ThpCanC°t but work hard, but he does not mean to kill nimselt. 
iDovp6 's no immediate prospect of his being lost to the 

\\T'  ̂ nient through the over-zeal you dread.
the_ —Thanks for your encouraging letter, as well as for

R,  ̂ Promise. See our special article on the subject.
PreIiS0N— Hope you found time when in London to call at the 
Calu ° ^ ht Publishing Company’s new premises. When you

D, p J’a,n’ please ask to see us. We should like to see you. 
and — Mes, the heat has been excessive. Thanks for cheque

TnER g0od wishes.
me'Vvas a blunder in our last issue. Mr. G. J. Warren was 
instpi°,ned in connection with the Bethnal Green Branch,

E, ^  °f the East London Branch.
WhicwIVS— You appear to have overlooked our article, in 
Alcort”6 ch>ef points of your letter in reply to the kev. rt. J. 

PreEt were already raised.
the i;!°,u?HT T w e n t ie t h  C e n t u r y  F u n d .—Late arrivals, since 
i t  1 ,n -----  ' ' ' ‘>s.; a '̂ ¡F special article was closed :—F. W. Donaldson, 
 ̂ a ' J°hnso 2S" ’ ^ ’nn'e’ Willie, and Teddie Hutty,

■ — —  • . 1 • , np newsagents whoare C ' Sug£ests that w e should print a list ons into whose 
hand"0"’11 to suPP’y  the Freethinker, so that p hase others
With® * c°Py falls accidentally may be able t ^  but the
¿ 0"t  undue trouble. W e have long perhaps our
S u'ty is to get a  good list o f such newsagents v

T, thr°ughout the country will help » •
®Renshaw— R emittance received with f  mlnd the

s i .  w  i f . » -

Abridgmenfs o f great works, our c u rio S
may  be useful to students prep .£ ieave them

seve/? examinations,” but other persons f,nd the
SC e y ar° ne- Refer to Hume himself, and you^w.^^ by a

Mr- Fo°“
w S i i r i N o o ,  good opinio» i .  * — £ £  „

lav, ; If »  an excellent way of 5  Mr. Foote is ingood L , to others after reading it. Thanks.
tV, t> ealth, though a bit tired. . , instal-

r"'entsK o~~°f course the donation c a n b e  Pal y to hear of 
Your’ 0r any other way you please. We are sorry 

T. C, i f  rsonal troubles. .. ;f only a

lrî f rtr ly workinS ™.en shxhose°who can only con­tribute, , should do something. Th° oooortunity during
tile Shhr sb'lling or two will find a go Twentieth Century 

, O '  Weeks. See our Freethought Twent.etnJ. j aPPeal.

AhGLo t hluch obliged. See “ Acid Drops. ti„ mistaken
oneNbl.AN Points out that Mr. Neale was apparency the

| O n V "  his ° therwise r CelM O t  tte  ObeT-Ammergau
Fusion Pi seems to ha.ve thought tha enacted every
*en Vearc ay Was enacted yearly, wherea correspondent,
» o W »  and has been so since 1634- T b\s w ter §oes not l,ke t’̂ banked for his kind and encouraging letter, do 

kSv. n u any errors in his “ favorite paper.  ̂ t0
Say(haBtR°iVN’ also referring to Mr. Neale s article, b̂  g.^^
ony Coitipi f osePh Mayer, the late Christus, Passion
N -  t a f a  VU'h-ryor otherwise, but sUU acU m ^
?° Welu;nf K fhe part of the Choragus. Mr* . ..onciude that 
ke Was m;°,rT d and accurate that we can y ( been
• 0rrectP '̂Sled by some newspaper report, which had nfrom . ' As a v«t»—  •0th b, . wis a vpt •— i f—  ..«V. — -----

ei,1g infaliibieran ■iournalist’ ke knows how far the press

R . A x e l l e y .—We note that your ios. to the Twentieth Century 
Fund will, if possible, be made into £ i.

W. H. S p iv e y .—We are far from desiring anyone to contribute 
beyond his means. No doubt a good many have suffered 
through the war.

W. P. B a l l .—Thanks for cuttings.F r ie n d s  who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by m arking the passages to which they wish us to call attention.T h e  National Secular Society’s office is at i Stationers’ Hall Court, 
Ludgate Hill, E.C., where all letters should be addressed to 
Miss Vance.L e c t u r e  N o t ic e s  must reach i Stationers’ Hall Court, Ludgate 
Hill, E.C., by first post Tuesday, or they will not be inserted.L e t t e r s  for tbe Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to 
1 Stationers’ Hall Court, Ludgate Hill, E.C.O r d e r s  for literature should be sent to the Freethought Pub­
lishing Company, Limited, i Stationers’ Hall Court, Ludgate 
Hill, E.C.T h e  Freethinker will be forwarded direct from the publishing 
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid :—One year, 
ios. 6d.; half year, 5s. 3d.; three months, 2S. 8d.S c a l e  o f  A d v e r t is e m e n t s :—Thirty words, is. 6d.; every suc­
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements :—One inch, 
4s. 6d.; half column, ;£i 2s. 6d.; column, £2 5s. Special terms 
for repetitions.

Sugar Plums.M e s s r s . F o o t e , Watts, Cohen, and Moss were duly at 
Stratford Grove on Sunday evening at 7 o’clock for the West 
Ham Freethought Demonstration. Miss Vance, Mrs. Foote, 
and two of her daughters, were also in the brake, to give it 
a cheerful appearance. But, alas, the Demonstration did 
not take place. The rain was as punctual as the demon­
strators. Precisely at 7 it began its antics. First there were 
a few drops, by way of raising a hope that the storm might 
pass over. Then it grew worse, and in less than five minutes 
the heavy clouds were pouring down a perfect deluge. No 
shelter was near, and in spite of coats, mackintoshes, and 
umbrellas, the whole party were speedily swamped. The ladies 
were in a pitiable plight, and the men were wet through to 
their shirts. One could hardly call it rain ; the drops ran all 
together, and the wet descended in sheets. Mr. Wilson’s 
fine horses cowered under it, and could hardly relish the 
consolation of their nosebags. In the circumstances, the 
Demonstration had to be abandoned. The speakers could 
not stop there with drenched clothes and water in their very 
boots. Moreover, when the rain abated, after more than 
half an hour, the sky was still threatening, and it would 
have been folly in every way to persist.

Mr. Sims and other members of the West Ham Branch 
committee quite agreed that the Demonstration should be 
postponed. They too were drenched. Mr. Foote could do 
no more than promise that a Sunday afternoon should be 
spared for a Demonstration later on in August.

Towards 8 o’clock, it appears, a good many people 
gathered at Stratford Grove. They had kept indoors 
during the storm and were not wet through, and we hear 
that some of them were indignant at the absence of the 
speakers who were wet through. One anonymous corre­
spondent has favored us with a rather abusive letter on the 
subject. But the complaint is really ridiculous. There is a 
limit to the endurance (some would call it foolhardiness) even 
of Secular lecturers. It was not their fault if the Christian 
Evidence people turned out dry and held a meeting there 
subsequently. Those people were nearer home, and the 
Freethought speakers had great distances to travel before 
they could get rid of their sopping raiment. Let us have a 
little common sense, if you please. The Demonstration will 
be held yet. We have held several highly successful ones, 
and a single hitch is hardly worth a jeremiad.

The Brockwell Park and Victoria Park demonstrations are 
also postponed until later in August. Miss Vance is making 
the necessary arrangements with the County Council, and a 
definite announcement will appear as soon as possible, pro­
bably in next week’s Freethinker. The postponement is in 
consequence of Mr. Foote’s annual holiday, which he is 
obliged to take a little earlier than he intended.

Mr. Foote’s holiday will not be a complete one. Unfortu­
nately he cannot as yet drop work altogether for the briefest 
space of time. He will be at the seaside, but he will con­
tribute his usual quantity of writing to the Freethinker and 
also deal with such correspondence as demands immediate 
attention. A holiday in these circumstances is better than 
nothing, but it is not an ideal one. It is thirteen years since 
Mr. Foote had a clear week away from his work, which is in 
many ways very exacting. ___

The N. S. S. Annual Children’s Excursion, under the 
auspices of the Executive, is fixed for Saturday, September 1.
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The youngsters, of both sexes, will be driven to a suitable 
farm, northwards from London, in brakes ; and ample pro­
vision will be made for their feeding and recreation. Full 
particulars will be published in due course. Meanwhile the 
friends who are in the habit of contributing towards the 
expenses of this function are invited to forward their con­
tributions to Miss Vance, the N. S. S. secretary, at 1 Stationers’ 
Hall Court, London, E.C. Whatever differences may exist 
on other matters, we can all agree about giving the children 
a long happy day in the country, away from the smoke and 
noise of London, with the great free sky over their heads 
and the delightful springy turf under their feet. For the 
children, if you please. Find the money for their ride, their 
cakes, milk, and lemonade, and their games and prizes.

At the last meeting of the N. S. S. Executive the matter of 
the approaching School Board elections came up for considera­
tion. It was felt that a fight for “ secular education” 
should be made, but it was also felt that both money and 
candidates would have to be found if the fight were to be at 
all worthy of the cause. But the holiday season is scarcely 
the time to deal with a problem of that size. What the 
Executive resolved to do at once was to call a Conference in 
London, early in September, of all bodies favorable to 
“ secular education.” Upon the result of that Conference 
will depend the action which the N. S. S. Executive will take 
before and during the elections. A sub-committee was 
appointed to see to the calling of the Conference, consisting 
of Messrs. T. Shore, G. J. Warren, and ,C. Cohen. They 
met on Monday evening at Mr. Foote’s office, he sitting 
ex officio as President, and drew up their plans, as to which 
more will be said in our next issue.

Mr. W. Heaford lectured on Sunday afternoon in Victoria 
Park to a large but noisy audience. Certain members of the 
Christian Evidence Society have for some time made a dead 
set at him, for what reason is not apparent. At every lecture 
of his in Victoria Park this summer the same half-dozen or 
so of C .E . S. rowdies have been guilty of villainous noise 
and interruption. If the police don’t interfere to keep order, 
the Freethinkers will have to do the job themselves— as they 
mean to if necessary. Freedom of speech is one thing; 
licence of disorder is another. Mr. Heaford attended in the 
Park to lecture in the evening, but the deluge settled his 
meeting on that occasion.

The South Shields Branch excursion last Sunday was a 
record success. Five brakes and waggonettes turned out 
full for the picnic to Holywell Dene. Unfortunately a smart 
fall of rain drove all the party under cover on their arrival, 
but that was the only drawback. After a substantial tea, 
music, etc., at Hartley Mill and Silver Hill, instead of the 
usual speeches under trees, a drive was arranged by Seaton 
Delaval Hall and Avenue. Visitors were present from New­
castle and Sunderland.

Mr. S. Hartmann, the N. S. S. honorary treasurer, has 
gone for several weeks’ holiday in Germany. His health 
had not been of the best for some time, and the hot weather 
did not improve his condition. His doctor ordered him away 
from London as quickly as possible. Mr. Hartmann’s many 
friends will be glad to see him home again all the better for 
the rest and change. The Freethought movement has no 
truer servant.

program. The object of the bazaar is to raise money f°r^ e 
continuance and development of the Society’s work, 
hope it will be thoroughly successful.

Mr. and Mrs. George Cross, whose advertisement will.be 
found in the Freethinker, finding that photographs 01 ^
Foote are difficult to obtain, have offered to supply c0Pie-tze) 
a cabinet photograph at one shilling, and also a large s >  
twelve by ten inches, when mounted, at half-a-crown. a 
Vance has constituted herself a judge, and declares 
portraits to be excellent. Orders should be sent to hercli , 
The proceeds of the sale will be handed over to the 
Century Fund. ___

Some weeks ago we invited friends to send us the na [̂y 
and addresses of newsagents willing to display a 've fe
contents-sheet of the Freethinker. A -----' " ’ !,nV
forwarded to us, but we are anxious _
more. Will our friends all over the country kindly g ‘ve

Twenties

A good many , 
to obtain a good a*th's

matter their attention ? We are prepared to post the CÔ  
tents-sheet to newsagents every Wednesday, so that they 
display it concurrently with the earliest sale of the P > e 
We may add that the contents-sheet always contains 
striking headlines, calculated to arouse curiosity and c . ^ 
interest; and newsagents who display it afterwards n 
increase in the number of purchasers.

The National Secular Society.

R eport of Monthly Executive Meeting, held on **- jyjr. 
July 26, at i Stationers’ Hall Court, E.C. (the Presided’ Si 
n. vtr „u.,:..\ t i , .™  o icn n m w n t g

G. J

Thursg;

G. W. Foote, in the chair). There were also present h ® 9. 
E. Bater, C. Cohen, T. Gorniot, W. Heaford, W. t"e 1.
Munton, J. Neate, H. Stace, F. Schaller, T. Shore, 
Warren, C. Watts, and the Secretary. geVeH

Minutes of previous meeting read and confirmed. ^ 1  
new members were admitted : from Birmingham five, »
Green two. lie

The President reported that, as a result of the c‘f getlthff 
had been asked to issue concerning the Twentieth unt' 
Fund, he had already received cheques and promises a ¿ed 
ing to about ,£150. It was moved by Mr. Heaford, se „pê  
by Mr. Gorniot : “ That the President be asked art
through the Freethinker on the basis of the Pre 1 \ied t° 
circular, and that the editor of the Freethinker be a  ̂
arrange for two shilling weeks.” Carried unanimous .3jjre()'S 

The Secretary was instructed to arrange the L 1 f 
Excursion by brakes to Barnet, on Saturday, Septem . ano 

The forthcoming School Board Election was discus 
on the motion of Mr. Shore, seconded by Mr. Warre > .̂se 11 
moved : “ That a sub-committee be appointed to s th® 
Conference, as early as possible in September, to d*s ¿0pt^
question of Secular Education, and the policy to be 
at the coming School Board Election.” This being jecte' 
Messrs. T. Shore, C. Cohen, and G. J. Warren were
as a committee for this purpose1 C* W i U U U l t W  1V1 l i n o  p u ip w o v a  .

The residuary matters in connection with the . J/cioSê ' 
the Paris Congress were adjourned, and the meeting

E . M . V A K C E , s e c r e t

Mr. C. Levi, of Cincinnati, who entertained Mr. Foote and 
Mr. Watts when they were together in that city, in November, 
1896, is now on a visit to England, after “ doing” Germany 
and Paris. Mrs. Levi accompanies him, but we are sorry to 
say that she is suffering from indisposition. She and her 
husband came with Mr. Watts to West Ham on Sunday 
evening, but the rain compelled her to take shelter some 
distance from the meeting-place, and she had a very 
unpleasant experience without the compensation which she 
hoped to enjoy, of hearing several of the leading Freethought 
speakers in England together.

Mr. Levi pressed Mr. Foote to come over to America this 
year and attend the Freethought Congress, which is fixed to 
take place at Cincinnati. Mr. Foote was obliged to decline 
the invitation. He has too many irons in the fire at present 
that want careful watching. Some other year the conditions 
may be more favorable for a brief visit to the United 
States.

Are Englishmen Irreligious ?

“ In some respects,” says the Church Times, is P(°e
are the most irreligious people in the world. 111¡on of 7’ 
bably no other nation of which so large a Pr0PPfc w°fS ns 
adult population entirely neglects the foan of PUP 1 0n t > ̂  
Fifty years ago there was already some uneastn 
score, and the rough census of 1851 was though1 nler3t,0 f 
deplorable state of things. Every attempt at e nUt0bet' a 
made more recently has shown a decrease in the - i n c < J  
worshippers— a decrease which, in face of a rapidly c}nldf 
population, is enormous. We speak of adults, r)ufI1'3ej,e 
are sent to church and to Sunday-school in larg g ut for Qj, 
They are packed out of the way by the mothers. jf sch° a 
vast majority their religious practice ends with 
days. The statistics of Dissenting sects in partic^ errw  ^
numerical relation of Sunday-school scholars to a
which is full of suggestion.” Well, if the case * c[ergy 
all this, a pertinent inquiry is : What are tn 
ministers doing?

The Leicester Secular Society has for some time been 
organising a bazaar to take place in its Hall from Saturday, 
September 22, to Tuesday, September 25, inclusive. Free­
thinkers are invited to send all sorts of articles, books, 
pictures, etc., though useful articles would be preferred. 
Whatever is sent should be in by the end of August. 
Address to Mr. F. J. Gould, Secular Hall, Humberstone-gate, 
Leicester. Freethinking tradesmen might assist, with profit 
to themselves perhaps, by advertising in the Bazaar book-

f the FfeetĤGet your newsagent to take a few copies 01 g j a t 0ng 
id try to sell them, guaranteeing to take the jate ¡t  ̂ ^0 
isolcl. Take an extra copy (or more), and c i r ;nier 0

,rOIfve»ieen 111 me train, me car, or me uuiuiuua. — - r a coy.
lyed, one of our contents-sheets, which are Qil 
:e for the purpose. Miss Vance will send the înd 
it  your newsagent to exhibit the Freethinker  i

isold. Take an extra copy (or more), ^ ) thinker
lur acquaintances. Leave a copy of the Free of
en in the train, the car, or the omnibus. ” lSP r a cÔ  ndP'_j .... r / ...tils'll are ot *
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Baal and Astarte.

. " en a man takes lusty delight in eating, or basking 
" i . e sun, or bathing, or amorous caresses, he is exer- 
'̂S'.ng a more primitive part of his nature than that 
i ' ch finds a pleasure in helping a cripple or in contem- 

P. lng the sky and its stars. These activities engage 
ls physical, moral, and intellectual qualities respec 
>ve!y. The physical qualities must be first developed, 

°rder to form the base and stimulus to the rest. 1 he 
an must eat and digest before he can enjoy the sweets 

r riendship, and poetry itself would never have issued 
°m the lyre if men had not drawn the blood of enemies 

tin Cour*;ed the favors of maidens. In religious evolu- 
l ?• therefore, we find the worship of physical nature 
<• °re We perceive the rise of moral and intellectual 
s r? s °f deity. Baal and Astarte preceded— and neces- 
th *  ̂Preceded— the Redeemer who loved mankind and 

G°d who (according to the doctors) planned the 
fu tu r e  o f u n L l .  -1'* MV, 1.11 Fp* r \ C  •' . O ” j /IT
and m 01 anima*s> sketched the orbits of the planets, 
and 4 aPP?  ̂ out the course o f history in the Old W orld

Wh nca-
p0sses° Was Baal ? The term Baal signifies owner or 
etc.) tL°r‘ ^  Semitic regions (Arabia, Palestine, Syria 
Each t 6 WorsB'P ° f  various Baals was widespread. 
was a n 'Vn or d*str*ct had its divine president. There 
Herni0 aa' ° f  Tyre, a Baal o f Tarsus, a Baal of Mount 
and to th etC‘ I Be Alelkart was the Baal of Tyre, 
Were D 6 êroc‘ous Baal o f Carthage human sacrifices 
su n .gQ j^ tcd . It is often supposed that Baal is a 
tha.t cha’ an  ̂ no doubt the god very frequently takes on 
C°ntest Lacter< AVe note, for instance, the story of the 
prophet etween Elijah and the prophets of Baal. These 
order tQS exPected the god to fling fire from heaven in 
tl0°ndavConsume their slaughtered bulls, and it was at 
that dle point when the sun attains its height—  
'with hn redoubled their prayers, and cut themselves 
%  sj„h'tVes *n the hope of rousing Baal’s feelings by 
sente| thof blood- But, in a general way, Baal repre- 
cjOpS) , e &>fts of the physical world— flocks, herds, 
,s>onaii u1’ a numerous family, and good luck. Occa- 
'o Baal he Would assume a more special function, as 
pd Wh0Ze°Ub (or Baal-zebul), the Lord of Flies, the 
*iibliCai sCh° ntr° ls tbe swarm ° f  summer insects. But

a chili ° 'ars’ wh0 are as f° nd ° f  new interpretations 
p al-zeb k new toy s. are now ° f  the opinion that 
u naanitU 1S a o’ oekiog name applied by the Jews to a 
r*ousei vvf*ose reaI title was Lord of the High
°r the m ae " .High House ” might refer to his temple,
1 °ther ,?u.nIa>n-crags over which he sat enthroned. 
>°rd of T ^ oity  of this group was Baal-shamem, the 
¿«Us heaven, who seems to have resembled the 

Greek m ythology, and whose dominion
of

ponded ureea mythology, and whose domimor 
6ss bln» <?Ver lBe clouds, the thunder, and the measure-S in ,! !  beyond. ■ * -1 . - p- V/lll C*li HJV m vvuvo v».

P it ifu l  1 0rs’ it is clear enough that Baal was the 
v°rshiPD 0rd who provided for all material wants. TJ'° 
rud. the beSKed from him the treasures of the i 
p°ice sa^S? ° Us fruits of autumn. Thev oflerei

Apart from all the niceties of the

His 
spring

ce Sarn ‘°us fruits o f autumn. They offered him 
est pi3 es from their flocks and sheaves from theirM| 1 L . -- - »** VIM. UI1U »* Mill

hi l̂&h-pia ,, en their gratitude. On hill-tops 
Praise ■ ) especially they gathered to celebrate

e St exhila °P iBere the air was sweetest, the view 
nî *1 the 1 ratlng, a°d  the sense of mastery over the 
hjf6d op t]eenes t ; and there the sons of the village 
^ i o ^  so® reed. whirled in the dance, shouted the 
riot etl'folk ng’T and exchanged rude jokes with the 
of ’ andthe 1 tbe festivals of Baal the blood ran 
tt,„air and ? U se Beat in harmony with the vital wavesth;
fitg ’ at such8!*-*1 an<d generative instinct. No wonder 
Wh’ and rUs f  lrnes’ the eyes of youths and girls shot 

n deeniej ,'c arhors were set apart for the couples 
rtrsf°e easilv ° Ve tbe *"ichest gift of kindly Baal.
Acc'C arhors Ĉ ncIu^es, from the merest glance at these 
of A°rdir>gly lat Baal must be yoked with a goddess. 
f h i ^ arte, the1?-! WorsBip of Baal was linked with that 
'vas iA starte ~ uf en of Heaven (also called Ashtaroth). 
She a s Y 1̂ 1113̂ ^ came from Babylon, where she
PlainVas adoredSiar’ tbe Patroness of the planet Venus. 
at)d n,tbe Pea«- t tbe multitudes of the Mesopotamian
bi- ctle ;*i. .sants of Su n q tlio moplionipc nf Phnpniria.of Syria, the mechanics of Phoenicia, 

e ideas'0 f Cyprus. In her person were com- 
ot motherhood and protection. From

her womb poured the life-giving supplies for human 
needs, and her strong hands defended the rights of her 
children. In other words, she was the image of 
early woman, the child-bearer and the strong and pas­
sionate guardian of the primitive home. Istar had 
temples at Uruk (on the Euphrates river) and else­
where, and at these temples certain priestesses were 
retained as sacred harlots. Orthodox writers are 
accustomed to speak of the office of the Kadesha or 
consecrated harlot as an abomination and obscenity. 
In this case what one sees depends upon the eye. 
W here some people see repulsive prostitution, I can 
see only a simple, crude custom, expressive of men’s 
wonder at the phenomena of generation and maternity. 
A  later piety succeeded in veiling the sex-functions 
under a curse of embarrassment and shame. I should 
prefer the frank phallicism of the priestess of Astarte to 
the desperate lapse of womanhood in the streets of 
European cities.

The worship of Baal and Astarte prevailed among the 
early Hebrews. Names of famous personages in Jewish 
history included the very name of the god. Thus the 
warrior-judge Gideon was also known as Jerub-bual ; 
Saul had a son Esh-baal, and David gave the name of 
Baal-jada to one of his children. W hen the prophets 
angrily denounced the religious ceremonies practised on 
“ high places,” they were pioneers leading the Jewish 
people to a new, and, in some respects, more refined 
conception of the deity. The Kadesha was a familiar 
figure in primitive Israel, and the reformers who ex­
pressed their protestantism in the book of Deuteronomy 
endeavored to abolish the sacred harlot (Deut. xxiii. 17). 
Even down to the times of Jeremiah and Ezekiel the 
older creed and ritual lingered on, cherished by the less 
enlightened sections of the population, and condemned 
in the vigorous orations and writings of the stricter 
Theists. Hebrew philosophy conquered nature-worship. 
The robust old Baal and his strenuous queen had to 
retire before a paler and more ethereal divinity. The 
Yahveh of the reformed Hebrew theology had no consort 
at his side, and the feminine element was for some con­
siderable time excluded from the Christian heaven. At 
length the figure of Mary appeared, and Roman 
Catholicism made the Madonna into a tender and attrac­
tive goddess. Singular to remark, the religion of Rome 
did not take the further necessary step of restoring 
virility and health to the person of the God-man. In 
the legends of the Middle Ages, and in the modern 
crucifix, one beholds Christ in the form of an emaciated 
and agonising victim on the tree.

The restoration must be accomplished. Baal and 
Astarte have not perfected their mission. If they erred 
too much on the side of the rude joy  of appetite and 
expanding life, the Christian system erred too much on 
the side of mortification and unnecessary (because 
unprofitable) discipline. Human nature cries out for 
free play ; it also, in its profounder depths, asks for 
training and chastening. Puritanism, from the time of 
the Pharisees to the age of Methodism, has had its 
masterful period. W ithin the limits of refinement and 
mutual respect, we must now widen the active range of 
our sport, music, dance, and merriment. Once more we 
must rejoice in the sunlight, and take a pleasure in the 
exercise of natural function and capacity. No longer 
need we bestow Christian culture on the soul, and we 
may not relapse to the coarse plane of ancient Baal and 
Astarte. W e want a religion that shall care neither for 
the soul nor the body, but for manhood, womanhood, 
childhood, health, happiness, progress, love. In the 
new order of thought the physical and the intellectual 
will seek a beautiful junction, in which both shall be free 
and both of service. W hen that happens we shall all 
think more of W illiam Blake and W alt Whitman.

F. J. G ould.

The Parson— “ Learn to be content, my good man. The 
little mouths are never sent without food to feed them.” 
The laborer (father of ten)—“ Ah, parson, but the mouths 
are sent to my home and the food to yours.”— Chicago News.

“ I hate this day,”  said an Irishman to an Englishman in 
the course of an ocean voyage. Then, at the latter’s look 
of surprise: “ It’s Friday, and I hate fish. I’ll tell you what,” 
with a sigh, “ I ’ll be pretty badly sold if you fellows get to 
heaven, after all.”
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Correspondence.

“ OBJECTIONABLE RELIGION .”T O  T IIE  E D IT O R  O F  “  T H E  F R E E T H IN K E R .”
S ir,— As I am about to leave England for a short time, I 

shall be unable to continue this discussion with Mr. Ball ; 
but perhaps I may be permitted to offer a few valedictory 
remarks.

To review the matter, Mr. Gould informed us some time 
ago that the word “ religion ” denoted certain moral qualities.
I therefore took the liberty of pointing out that, if this were 
true, then he, as an opponent of religion, styled himself an 
opponent of these moral qualities. To this he rejoined, 
somewhat irrelevantly, that he distinguished between religion 
and theology, which are really two states of the same thing. 
Mr. Ball then took up the parable with his favorite phrase 
about somebody having said that religion was “ morality 
touched with emotion.” It seems a funny thing to touch it 
with ; and the phrase labors under the disadvantage that it 
does not describe the characteristics of any religion known to 
history. After ridiculing my citation of“ Religion a system 
of faith and worship,” Mr. Ball tells us that this is “ one of the 
widely-accepted definitions of the word.” What other widely- 
accepted definition there is I do not know ; and, if it is 
admitted, there is nothing left to argue about.

Mr. Gould gave to his conception of “ religion ” the title of 
“ Objectionable Religion.” The only discoverable tenet of 
this religion is disregard of the Queen’s English, not to 
mention certain vague philological assumptions about words 
habitually changing their meanings, or having no fixed mean­
ing at all. On May 27 Mr. Ball informed us that language 
was “ more or less figurative, poetical, metaphorical, etc.,” 
which would appear to imply that it was incapable of being 
definite about anything. Nevertheless, after thus apparently 
denying that words had any meaning, he has written 5,120 of 
these meaningless words in discussing the subject.

However nebulous “ Objectionable Religion ” may be, it 
yet seems needful to advocate it in precisely the same way, 
and with the same words, as the ordinary religions we are 
bothered with. Mr. Ball assures us that the adherents of 
Objectionable Religion are the only people who attempt to 
further the good of others ; that the opponents of O. R. are 
flippant, are destitute of moral emotions, without faith in 
high principles, destitute of conscience,’ holding nothing 
sacred, etc. We are furthermore assured by the same 
gentleman that it is irrelevant to mention the crimes and 
atrocities which have always been associated with religion. 
Readers of the Freethinker will recognise that all' this is the 
ordinary stock-in-trade of the religious controversialist.

If I understand Mr. Ball rightly, the adherents of “ Objection­
able Religion ” are the only Secularists who have ever done 
anything to benefit mankind ; in fact, the only Secularists 
who have any spark of virtue left in them at all. I might be 
permitted to suggest, therefore, that they should assemble in 
their thousands in the Alexandra Palace, in order to afford 
the world the elevating spectacle of such a galaxy of righteous­
ness. And if they would include a few trophies in the shape 
of reclaimed drunkards, reformed burglars, and converted 
parsons, who have experienced saving grace through the 
misuse of the English language, they might even influence 
such abandoned publicans and sinners as myself.

In the meantime, however, I would point out that the 
object of defining anything is to enable one to recognise the 
article when it is met with. For instance, if we are told that 
a “ quadruped” is an animal with four legs, we may know 
that an animal with two legs is not a quadruped, and an 
animal with six legs is not a quadruped either. Mr. Ball has 
favored us with several epigrams about “ religion,” none of 
which is of the slightest assistance in identifying a religion 
when we meet with one. To state a case. The vikings had 
temples, and had various ideas about the gods as described 
in the Eddas. But did they have a religion ? If religion 
consists in “ morality touched with what-do-you-call-it,” then 
the vikings had no religion. If religion consists in “ a feeling 
of absolute dependence,” or “ faith in the moral order of the 
universe,” or “ morality become conscious of the free univer­
sality of its concrete essence,” or “ the worship of humanity,” 
then the vikings had no religion, because all these ideas were 
quite foreign to them. If, however, religion be “ a system of 
faith and worship,” then the Eddas give us a system of faith, 
and the temples prove the worship. Consequently the vikings 
had a religion. And I rather fancy that even Mr. Ball will 
agree that the vikings had a religion, notwithstanding that 
all his epigrams would expressly exclude them. At any rate, 
everyone who has written on the subject has mentioned the 
Religion of the Eddas. If anything is not a system of faith 
and worship, it is not a religion. Even Mr. Ball has a glim­
mering of this truth, though somewhat obscured, as usual, 
by side issues, for he would rightly exclude pure Buddhism 
from the class of religions, though ordinary Buddhism is 
admittedly a religion. And he also remarks that it is 
doubtful whether Shamanism and the superstitions of the 
lower races are really religions ; the doubt, of course, being 
as to whether they can be described as systems of faith and

ofworship or not. No one ever asks if  Shamanism consists 
“ Thingummy touched with emotion.” _ _ ,
„ P.eople have any difficulty in framing definitions 0 

religion,” it is because they are trying to frame someth«« 
that will serve for edification, and because they are endeavo 
ing to disregard the actual facts of religion, and the act*« 
history of religion.

Mr. Gould and Mr. Ball both seem to imply that they ha'e
a vague notion that “ religion ” stands for virtue or - fy 
Ience. The origin of this erroneous association of c°n ¡caI 
ideas is, of course, to be found in the ordinary Po1® , ¡¡j, 
assertion that those who do not profess any s y s t e m  01 ,
and worship are thereby marked off as immoral. Con V 
reiteration of this falsehood has such an effect on the m 
of some people that they are unable to shake themselye tf r o m  i f  o n r l f l i o  f o r t o  {V»5*-1xr It-» flic» f o r o  R l l f  i t  ^  .

benevc-

from it and look the facts fairly in the face, dui  ̂-  e. 
astonishing of all to find persons calling themselves ^ (0 
thinkers so dominated by mendacious theological libels jjj
imagine that they are justified in employing the 
“ religion ” in the sense of virtue (virtue ! of all things)- ^  
an aberrant state of mind, and such a source for the 
will explain, though it will not excuse, Mr. Ball’s anX f bad 
charge other people with the usual theological list 0that its 

that
qualities. It is an unfailing characteristic of relig'00 
professors invariably substitute abuse for argument.

The periodic discussions upon this word show free- 
people can read about “ religion ” every week in {ien(j «e 
thinker without ever discovering what it means; a tbe 
need not be surprised that it takes so long to con'e t|)()5e 
world to Freethought when it is so difficult to convince uS 
of our own household. Theologians are naturally s° ,ents 
to raise false issues about “ religion,” because it,Prs]l0Uld 
people from grasping the real facts of the case ; but it -jea of 
be the object of the Secularist to acquire a definite 1 eSt, 
the meaning of the worti, and to comprehend why «^ 1'’
moral, and benevolent beings should conceive it them « ¡ses.

.....................................  • • ■ " i t s d i s g *
Chi«1’1

UIV1U1) uuu ucm-ioicui OllUUIU » - — J.
oppose “ religion ” in all its phases, and under all its

“ OBJECTIONABLE RELIGION .”T O  T H E  E D IT O R  O F  “ T H E  F R E E T H IN K E R .”  (( g^jeC-S i r , — “ Chilperic’s ” defence, that he used the term a 
tionable religion ” out of “ ordinary politeness ” a®, -^e i« 
which Mr. Gould applied to himself, would be â g£°_ spok®11, 
a farce. In the course of his letters “ Chilperic ” .,.af-nisin”i 
of his own “ obtuseness ” and of his “ inherent Phil* 1 ^ t  1 
but I cannot see that “ ordinary politeness ” require ĝ̂ t a 
should seek to pin these labels on him in as pron ^  n* 
position as possible. Mr. Gould, moreover, certain1! . ¡̂0«' 
mean that he regarded his own kind of religion as 0 jnatter| 
able.” He only represented opponents' views °f t 
just as we might if we spoke of ourselves as
infidels ” or “ terrible Atheists.” iofe

I may, perhaps, be pardoned for explaining yet °*lfoffleiS 
that the word “ religion,” when adopted by secular^^ tef ĵ
like Mr. Gould or John Stuart Mill, is not a meaning"^sts „ 
as “ Chilperic” continues to assert in spite of all Pr° g( s*11. 
explanations to the contrary, but is the equivalen , 
phrases as emotionalised morality, devotion to the 
(i.e., to what one regards as highest and best), ¡¡sidsS. J  
worship of goodness or moral beauty, love of rig« 
right conduct or virtue or duty, a moral and e,t ¡ju*9. 
system of belief and conduct founded on fact (i-e-< 0 and s 
nature, science, philosophy, etc.) instead of f lĈ ,0,l'u 
forth. Perhaps “ ordinary politeness” may at leag 
“ Chilperic” to notice his opponents’ main point 0 
well as the uncomplimentary label which his Pa 
kind of politeness leads him to employ so readily- . âV 

The request to explain what ordinary religi°n cOn ,ue 
met by defining it as (1) a system of belief a° , (f) ,£a 
founded on supernaturalism or superstition, a 0tlief<'f1’ ’ 
subjective emotionalised state of mind, virtuous of

¡io*

A

induced or enjoined by that system. upei3‘: nl
The challenge to explain why the ordinary or s 

kind of religion has been so mischievous may ° ^  Jel«5 
met by pointing out that its basis is falsehood ^
and that error is naturally the parent of serious e ¡¡gv/tp J  

I fail to see why I should be called on to expla' 9°' (S. 
religion “ will add to the rates when we get l£ 1 a0y )’e mI 
schools.” The fact is that it has been there *°r tajned ’ ¡̂S 
What it has added to the rates is not easily asce ual f°r jf, 
if “ Chilperic ” really thinks the information ess ^  jjirP 
arguments, he should hunt it up or calculate 1 
and not expect me to do the work for him. , te are 

The references to the lady and the magisf jjjjt
caricature, and need no reply. T may sa,'" nt<̂

In answer to Mr. Frederick Ryan’s_ letter, be af  jt>e 
Ido not admit that the u’ord “ Christian ” c°« ;0n-'-n tl,e
on exactly the same grounds as the w'ord r fid£ 
derivation of the word forbids in the one case, and f5a> 
other. “ Christian ” is, moreover, a narrow . ulllfiiieljt 
sectarian term than the broad and compara P(0? v e 
term “ religion ” ; and I am not aware that tuJ w'ofiLr i£ s 
members of our Secular Party are annexing t, 
have to draw the line somewhere. I, f°r F any 
the word “ Christian,” but would not;. ®,reC]igion-” 
barrier against the admission of the word «e h
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argument^r’ r yan,’S second point, I fail to see that my 
To slm„, ,llnPlles that we may “ use words indiscriminately.”.--••wu implies that we may “ use words indiscriminately.” 
the S '°'y. b? examples, as I did, that Mr. Ryan’s appeal to 

verdict of the majority was not decisive, is neither
nor the same thing as justifying unrestrained 

“Us ® ,',n the use of language. The distinction between 
H0 “c and “ inference” appears to me to be of little 
determ' ’ inference that godlessness means immorality
ern.l'111I\es the sense in which such words are commonly 
sets a m ’ ? y means of this distinction Mr. Ryan practically 
settle 6 b's f°rmer contention that common usage must 
SuPeri 'e va*ue.we attach to words. He then appeals to a 
Word fi11?or*ty on the question of the meaning of the 
’ietioJ^'Kioa.” But if “ most educated persons and mostdiet; 
sue! 
anyone

;ti . o —... uul 11 most euucated persons and mos
SUch narjes_i/o define religion as involving theological belief, 

a limited and exclusive definition____ ___ u.u,m iU.. is not binding on
, ,-> seeing (as I have several times pointed out) that it 

knn exc'ude Buddhism, ancestor worship, etc., which 
su *  nothing of theos, and that many educated persons 
Pend S* and accept definitions of religion which are inde- 

11 °f all forms of superstition. _ .
t0. eroal scrupulousness ” is good, but may easily be carried

‘ cess- Convenience, conciseness, expressiveness, etc., are
Sreat 1 1 ■ • -

of ____ __ VA,..VJJI>W1V.W) WV..,
practical importance, and often carry the day against 

hJ! V?rbat scrupulousness. Astronomical almanacks still 
evor,C.0 umns headed “ sun rises,” “ sun sets,” etc., although 
ovniy ,lnte'l>gent schoolboy knows that such terms erabo y 
APkded errors. I imagine that the inconvenience involved 
' the • 1 of such expressions would hardly be repaid

advance” in astronomy that might
oy "““‘arc

Possibly ^ °re “ raP'ld
Wh y ensue-

itiind ,,n 1 .spoke of the “ critical or fault-noticing turn of
not d’; 1 included myself in the remark, so that it was
to thpreĈ ed s°lely or exclusively against those who object
rather USe the word “ religion.” According to Mr. Ryan’s
the c°nflicting statements, it is “ extraordinary” (or out of
that a and also at the saK . a Or,.:- . c.ou me same time “ not uncommon, 
the rrio1 tlC sbould disparage criticism. That I disparaged 

nscomt/0 exc,usively critical or fault-noticing turn of mind ” 
'atious n red wkh the constructive, hard-working 
6xtrao -̂ aracter, is true to a certain e x t e n t — -fnr I

non-dispu 
see nothing 

words, 
with Mr.

-.lug 1. .....vu i,iuili3iu. 1 eeiiuciuueu unfairness
c'sni of /?.. y 'n criticism, and I deprecated internecine criti- 
Party (j,, und 9aicuiated to weaken our none-too-numerous 
tllernbers °Und‘nff a°d estranging many of its most valuable 
M ! fail to no
aii struct' , »C?lve that I used the words “  constructive ” and 
a* side i ' Ve ' improperly, but I cannot undertake to discuss 

Ues that may be brought forward by opponents.
W. P. B a l l .

J t b
- t the

CH RIST AND TH E STAGE.T °  t h e  E D IT O R  O F  “  T H E  F R E E T H IN K E R .
reading the article in a late number of the ■ er. “ r-u • .

took place, not only in San Francisco, but in many churches 
throughout the States, and the crazy elect ( ? )  outvied each 
other in the awfulness of their denunciations, and those of 
the “ elect (?) ” who were known to be “ liberal ” objected, but 
in a milder manner.

That the prayers were not answered is superfluous to add, 
otherwise the world would need no reminder of the spectacle 
of thousands of good men and women, and innocent children, 
crushed by a good God’s thunderbolt. It is, however, a com­
mentary, coincident and remarkable, that the rectory or 
parsonage of the pastor who conceived that “ special hour of 
prayer ” was some months after burned to the ground, leaving 
not one stick or stone upon the other.

I would like, and you had space, to give your readers a 
brief risumi of the “ Passion Play ” as I witnessed it, and 
speak of the supposed influence it produced upon the public 
of San Francisco ; for it so happens I was, and still am, what 
some years ago many “ unco guid ” people called (and many 
have not even now cured themselves of indulgence in the little 
pleasantry (?) ) “ an actor-woman,” although I'was not in the 
cast of the “ Passion Play.” I was filling an engagement at 
an opposition theatre in San Francisco at the time, and was 
given the opportunity of seeing Mr. Morse’s Passion Play 
through the courtesy of the manager of said play, who gave 
a professional matinee to enable other visiting companies and 
the clergy to see the “ best-cursed ” play of the hour, and I can 
speak from ocular and auricular demonstration ; but maybe 
I will anon. L. C.

Vulgar Lout and Vulgar God.

Lt least h Chr!st on the Stage.” I observe that the writer 
t the “ p y °.mitting to note the fact, if aware of it— implies 

e e°Us tj SSl°n Play ” has not been exploited in contempo- 
a? W  ^ s  on the professional stage with a professional 

f , 1 has acters-
el °w‘ng°vCUkred t0 me’ 's not g enerally linown. that,
bp nated!!,u im— albelt some scenes were of a necessity 
h0̂ n evolvp t r6 "sto ry” of the New Testament, a play has 
Prnf en . 0 from the “ supposed ” life and death of Christ; 
to°uess*onal , '̂  'n a theatre, and enacted by a company of 
sta •r somp ?yers- It might be interesting to your readers 

ij *‘nir xn„etbln£ the history of the production, and the 
« ° w iSensation it made.* ‘.10Wevr ,satlon

too1® sav0r’ sh°uld you, Mr. Editor, find that what I shall 
an H for ni °* ancient history, you may be able to make 

TL0ften-timComrnunication in your— I am sure—capacious, 
Sai ® “ st<J'Cn Pfrthoric, waste-basket.
(sin111' Morey ° f  the “ Passion” was dramatised by Mr. 
C ^ d e , e- a - ..........................................

ry ’ 
°rse.

t.-eceasefn tben well-known dramatist and playwright 
af,u aad “ brought” out in Sap Francisco,Co.50 clt f U l l Z U ^ I l l  OUL 111 pJUll A lUllLlOLU,

esj. The ’ . t he  San Francisco Theatre, some eighteen years 
0 >." 7’/, ,lyr,Wa? entitled, as is the “ Ober-Ammergau 

>n t| cutive nh.) asston Play, and “ ran ” for exact!)' seven 
*°rced k stern c S theatres are open on Sunday evenings 

Pn °y the a , fotes of America), when its projectors were 
4 ^ " 'a r  oDhv ta0r't'es to “ take it off the boards.”
°f thf ^airtied ¡.°n ar*d prejudice, incited by the clergy, who, 
act0 convers'  ̂ t l°se favoring the production, were jealous 

êforn .becam(. ” made by the play and, incidentally, the-> .oecam '” “ 3 made by the play and, incidentally, the 
re >ts Rr ae to°  strong, and the play was withdrawn. 
lresentativ rePreser>tation a representative clergyman of 

a sfirr- , urch called upon the clergy of America to 
bol.g ln a netv^ llour ° f  prayer, bidding all Christians to 

U,p°n thn‘i?n to God that he send one of his thunder- 
‘he £ tlk! ”  ^  •

aPp,
Hi

1,6 fontv actor „ k an frrancisco Theatre ” at the moment 
t11'? cr Hhts • ’h, 10 was to personate Christ, stepped before 
tr'f a fî ĥ the t le thunderbolt be so charged that it not 

aUd'V°ut Can °,r: Air. James O ’Neill by name, and him- 
aience ass'0̂’'^ b u t  also his associates in the play and 

embled. Actual prayer-meetings (special)

W h e n  the Sabbath bells are pealing, and the Sabbath hymns 
intone

(O, the luckless, luckless heathen with his idols made of 
stone 1)—

When the spirit of the Preacher riseth up on wings of prayer, 
And the soul of him who worshippeth is rapt in visions fair, 
There’s a lump of clay a-kneeling— in the Shrine there bends 

a clod—
Tis the Vulgar Lout a-pleading with his Little Vulgar God.

When the pure of heart are yearning to their Priest, the 
Purified—

When the Lowly beg the Lowly that he purge them of their 
Pride,

There’s a creature making bargains with the Lord who lives 
on high,

“ If I give thee silver shekels, wilt thou pass my trespass by ? 
Shall I prosper in my selling? Wilt thou aid me with a 

nod ?”
— ’Tis the Vulgar Lout a-haggling with his Little Vulgar 

God !

Never dream hath he of Glories in the Glamor Land to be ; 
Little maketh he of Mansions by the gleaming Jasper Sea ;
For the things of Earth are dearer to his sordid vision far 
Than the honey-dews of Aidenn and the light of every star.
So he whispers : “ Let me flourish as a fatling on the sod—
I, a Vulgar Lout, am pleading with my Little Vulgar God !”

For in sooth the Lord who liveth, He will hearken to the call 
(O ! He marks the Stocks a-rising as he sees the sparrows 

fa ll!)
He is potent to reward us if we come with willing feet,
And the cash upon his altars sendeth up a savor sweet !
And to them who spare not incense He is sparing with His 

rod,
And the Vulgar Lout is pleasing to the Little Vulgar God !

Yes— we make Him in our image— yonder G o d  we all adore ; 
He is even just as we are, if we read his record o’er ;
He’s a slayer red with slaughter to the sullen brood of Cain.
To the pedlar He’s a pedlar with a mighty greed of grain ;
He’s a huge eternal schemer to the tribe who plan and plod— 
To the Vulgar Lout and puny He’s a Little Vulgar God !

_Sydney Bulletin. P. L.

Obituary.
A t a b l e t  has just been erected at the Woking Crematorium 

in memory of the late Mrs. Ann Seal, of Brighton, who died 
in December last at the age of seventy-six. Deceased was a 
great admirer—like her husband, the late Mr. Samuel Seal— 
of Thomas Paine and his writings. She was a convinced 
and steadfast Freethinker; her remains were cremated, and 
no service of any kind was held, by her desire. Mrs. Seal 
was the daughter of a Middlesex magistrate. She was one 
of nature’s elect in body and mind, and many still living 
have reason to remember her kindness and consideration. 
She might have lived longer if she had not spent herself so 
freely in the service of others.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC. E N D  O F  S E A S O N
[Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, 

and be marked “ Lecture Notice,”  i f  not sent on post-card.\

LONDON.T h e  A th enaeum  H a l l  (73 Tottenham Court-road, W.): Closed 
during- the summer.

O pe n -a ir  P r o pa g a n d a .
S t a t io n -ro ad  (Camberwell): 11.30, E. P ack.
B r o c k w e l l  P a r k : 3.15, A  lecture ; 6.30, A  lectfire.
P ec k h a m  R y e  : 3.15, E . P ack.
K in g slan d  (corner of Ridley-road) : 11.30, C. Cohen. 
C l e r k e n w e l l  G r een  : 11.30, F. A. Davies 
H yd e  P a r k  (near Marble Arch) : 11.30, R. P. Edwards. 
K ilbu r n  (Glengall-road) : 7.15, R. P. Edwards.
H am m er sm ith  (outside the Lyric Opera House): 7.15, E. 

Pack.
F in sb u r y  P a r k  : 3.30, F. A . D avies.
V ic t o r ia  P a r k  (near the Fountain): 3.15, C. Cohen ; 6.15, A. 

White.
M ile  E n d  W a s t e : 11.30, A lecture; 7.15, W. J. Ramsey. 

August 8, at 8.15, E. White.
E dm on to n  (corner of Angel-road) : 7, C. Cohen.
W e s t  H am B ranch  (Stratford Grove) : 7.30, S. E. Easton. 
B a t t e r s e a  P a r k  G a t e s : 11.30, A  lecture.

COUNTRY.
B irm in gh am  B ran ch  (in the Bull Ring): 11, H. Percy Ward, 

“ Has Man a Soul?” Mr. Percy Ward will also lecture in the Bull 
Ring on Wednesday and Friday evenings at 8—weather per­
mitting.

C h ath am  S e c u la r  S o c ie t y  (Queen’s-road, New Brompton): 
Closed during the months of July and August.L iv e r p o o l  : Alexandra Hall, Islington-square. Closed until 
September 2. Outdoor lectures at the Monument, bottom of 
London-road, on August 12, 19, and 26, at 7 p.m.; and on 
September 2, at 3 p.m.

Lecturers’ Engagements.
C. C o h e n , 17 Osborne-road, High-road, Leyton.— August 

5, m., Kingsland.A r t h u r  B. M o s s , 44 Credon-road, London, S.E.— August 
26, m., Mile End.

H. P e r c y  W a r d , 2 Leamington-place, George-street, Balsall- 
Heath, Birmingham.—August 5, Birmingham ; 12, Failsworth ; 
19, Northampton ; 26, Birmingham.

F. A. D a v ie s , 65 Lion-street, S.E.— August 5, m., Clerken­
well Green ; a., Finsbury Park. 12, m., Hyde Park ; a., Victoria 
Park; e., Kilbum. 19, m., Battersea; e., Hammersmith. 26, 
a. and e., Brockwell Park. September 2, m., Clerkenwell Green ; 
a., Finsbury Park. 9, Hyde Park ; e., Kilburn. 16, Mile End ; e., 
Hammersmith. 23, e., Stratford.

P E C U L I A R  P E O P L E ,
An Open Letter to Mr. Justice Wills

On his sentencing T homas G e o r g e  S e n io r  to Four Months’ 
Imprisonment with Hard Labor for Obeying the Bible by not 
calling in a Doctor to his Sick Child.By G. W. FOOTE.

16 pp. P rice O ne  P e n n y .

London : The Freethought Publishing Company, Limited,
1 Stationers’ Hall Court, E.C.

P H O T O G R A P H Y . Good Work only.
Every description of Photographs copied same size, reduced, or 
enlarged. Cartes-de-Visite, 12, 3s. 6d. ; Cabinets, 6, 4s.; 12, 
7s. 6d. Larger sizes at proportionate rates. Send is., with 
photograph, for sample sheet of 12 midgets.Developing, Printing, etc., for Amateurs-

G e o . C r o ss , M.N.S.S., The Studio, 15 Cambridge Arcade, 
Southport.

Y OU SHOULD SEND for my new price list of Vegetarian and 
Health Foods (and other Goods). I have the best stock 

in these lines in the West Midland Counties, and I want to sell 
them. This advertisement will appear next week to remind you 
that the address isJ .  0. BATES, Vegetarian Stores, 42 Victoria-street, Gloucester.
SEASIDE APARTM ENTS.— To let, a large Bedroom and 

Sittingroom. Moderate rent; 2 minutes from Clock Tower 
and sea. Write for terms, stating requirements.— Miss Naylor, 
10 Clarence-street, Brighton.

S A L E .

GOODS MUST BE CLEARED AT ONCE TO MAKE 
ROOM FOR NEW WINTER STOCK.

Odd Suits in Blacks, Navys, Browns, Greys.
fawns:

•tli

etc., made at 35s. to 60s. each, all one price,

25s. Carriage paid.
Give length inside leg, length of coat at back, leD̂
of sleeve from centre of back, chest over vest, mea ,

A I 'V1waist over trousers. State color you prefer, ana 
pick you a suit worth double the price you pa) ‘

Send to-cW’

..ears
Boys’ Suits to fit boys from 3 years to 10 ' 

old, made at from 6s. 6d. to 18s.

Sale Price up to 6 years old, 5s. each.
,, ,, above ,, ,, ,, 7s. 6d. each'

In all colors and shapes. State age, and say  ̂

medium, or small in size for the age.

Costume Cloths in all Colors,
Is. 6d. per yard, 50 inches 

All worth 2s. 6d. per yard.

wide-

D o n 't fo r g e t! The early b ird  g ets the ivor,,U

J .  W. GOTT, 2 &4 Onion-street, BraeTHE BEST BOOK
cTjCE

ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, I BELIEVE-

TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND 
OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.S-S'
•Ulctlde‘

160 pages, -withportrait and autograph, bound in cloth, S‘
Price is., post free. .(I n order to bring the information within the reach of ^ je t  d  jjf 

most important parts of the book are issued in a PainLipblet 
pages at ONE p e n n y , post free 2d. Copies of the P ^  
distribution is. a dozen post free. yj: fW

The National Reformer of September 4, 1892, ¿¡ettt
Holmes’ pamphlet...... is an almost unexceptional sta , ¿pp ^
Neo-Malthusian theory and practice......and throug _OI-vic ;«eu-ivicuuiusictii meui y cinu pretcuuc...... ¿tiiu •.**» ~ ~ , sS '̂iiv F
to moral feeling...... The special value of Mr. HolmeS e{le&
the Neo-Malthusian cause and to human well-being ®eflt ul,t 
just his combination in his pamphlet of a plnin sta aC.Ccod' 
physical and moral need for family limitation with a P (0 all 
of the means by which it can be secured, and an 0 „ pf,
cerned of th’e requisites at the lowest possible price®- s£jaIei 

The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. . d  
Allbutt, and others, have also spoken of it in very big

Orders should be sent to the author, -Wi?’

, W A N T A G E -  ®J. R. HOLMES, HANNEY,

Thwaites’ Liver PiHs*
Will cafe

IjV•eU

Fc#$
The Best Family Medicine in the World.

Kidney, and all Stomach Diseases effectually-

Good for Heart Troubles and Cardiac Comply' P 
Ailments, Anaemia, etc. is. i j 4d. and 2s. 9̂ - Pe 
free, 14 or 33 stamps. Directions with each box-

n-T6®5'
G. THWAITES, Herbalist, Stoekton-o
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C H E A P  B O O K S  F O R  F R E E T H I N K E R S
(  Continued from  p. 4g6.)

THE E V O L U TIO N  O F  C H R IS TIA N ITY . By c. g i l l

A bold and able Rationalist work. It was quoted by Mr. Foote during- his trial for “ Blasphemy ” in the Court 0/ 
Tu yUeen’s ^onch Before Lord Coleridge. Postage 4d.

^E O U TC A S T. By WINWOOD READE.\  Freethought novel by the accomplished author of the Martyrdom of Man. Wind wood Readc was a 
thorough-going Atheist. His great powers were recognised hy Darwin. Freethinkers can read this story 
Wlt;h pleasure, and do a service to Freethought by lending it to their friends. Postage 3d.

* Y S , TO W A R D S  A C R ITIC A L  M ETH O D . By JOHN M. ROBERTSON. 
r- Robertson's admirers will be anxious to obtain this book when they hear that it contains some of his best 
Writing. Besides a hundred pages devoted to “ Science in Criticism,” there are special essays on " Mr. Howell’s 

p_ Novels,” Mandeville’s “ Fable of the Bees,” and “ The Art of Tennyson." Postage qd.
^SAYS o n  SOCIALISM . By ANNIE BESANT.

Written in the first ardor of Mrs. Besant’s conversion to Socialism from Bradlaughian Radicalism. Contains essays 
°u The Evolution of Society,” “ Modern Socialism,” “ Why I am a Socialist,” “ Radicalism and Socialism,” and 

^Be Socialist Movement.” Postage 2d.
hE P EO PLE’S DARW IN. By Dr. E. B. AVELING.

plain and interesting exposition.
IE A N D  F A L L  O F  T H E  ROM AN EMPIRE. By EDWARD GIBBON. 2 vols., royal 8vo.

d.
6

Dr. pl;u
C o l i n i

Virtue s well-known edition, now out of print. An excellent edition, with Guizot’s notes, and a fine steel engraving-
An exceptional

JOHN

uf Gibbon from the portrait by Sir Joshua Reynolds. Quite new, and in perfect condition, 
bargain. This is a work that ought to be in every Freethinkers library, and the present edition would look 
handsome there. Only a limited number of copies in stock.

W ILKES AND  W ILLIAM  C O B B E TT . By R e v . J. S. WATSON.
Two excellent biographies of two famous English politicians, with engraved portraits. These are real biographies, 

n°t mere eulogies or diffuse es'says. The author was a very able clergyman, who became unpleasantly 
n°torious at last by murdering his wife.

Order

1 6

2 6

2 6

1 0

7 6

2 6

, orders fo r  any o f the above Books must be sent direct to the Freethought Publishing Company, Limited, 
must tl 0ners' Hcdl c o ^ t, London, E .C . Orders to the amount o f £ 1  w ill be sent carriage paid. Smaller orders 

°e accompanied by postage as well as the price o f  the Book.

N O W  R E A D Y
T H E

Bible  handbook
F O R

FREETHINKERS AND INQUIRING CHRISTIANS.
E D IT E D  B Y

G. W . F O O T E  and W . P. B A L L .
A N EW  ED ITIO N , REVISED, AND  H A N D S O M E LY PR INTED .

Part I • C O N T E N T S :
Partjy1' Contradictions. Part II.—Bible Absurdities. Part III.—Bible Atrocities.

•"Bible Immoralities, Indecencies, Obscenities, Broken Promises, and Unfulfilled Prophecies.
Cheap E d itio n 'in  paper covers, /s. 6d.; Best Edition, bound in cloth, 2s. 6d.

f r e e t h o u g h t P U B L IS H IN G  Co., L t d ., i S T A T IO N E R S ’ H A L L  C O U R T , LO N D O N , E.C.

B IB L E  R O M A N C E S .
By G. W . F O O T E .

Ê»' N a tio n  Story.

C “ the Arole-
„ a,« l  Abel.

* * *

C O N T E N T S :
The Tower of Babel.

Lot’s Wife.

The Ten Plagues.

The Wandering- Jews.

Balaam’s Ass. A Virgin Mother.

God in a Box. The Resurrection.

Jonah and the Whale. The Crucifixion. 
Bible Animals. John’s Nightmare.

S * - Tlie

T H E  SE C O N D  (R E V IS E D ) ED ITIO N  C O M P L E T E .

160 Pages. Bound in Cloth. Price Two Shillings.
Free by Post at the Published Price.,styie ¡ f  i i* 1*0 vo' um e before u s , w hich o u g h t to be read by everyone desirous o f the truth in such ,b rig h t, and the topics dealt w ith are o f  a  nature to aw a k en  interest even in the dullest m ind.

T m , Z'^PaPer.
" F kR E T H fb o u g h t  p u b l i s h i n g  C o., l t d ., i s t a t i o n e r s ’ h a l l  c o u r t , Lo n d o n , e .c .
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CHEAP BOOKS FOR FREETHINKERS.
All New, Uncut, and in Perfect Condition, and 

NOT OTHERWISE OBTAINABLE.AT GREATLY REDUCED PRICES
1

FO R CE A N D  M A TTE R . By p r o f e s s o r  b u c h n e r .
This work caused an immense sensation throughout the civilised world, and gave rise to endless controversy. 

Christian opponents have called it the Bible of Materialism. Its famous author lost his professorship in 
consequence of his bold, uncompromising Atheism. The work itself is thoroughly up-to-date, and embodies 
the latest conclusions of Evolution. Postage 3d.

T H E  ENG LISH  LIFE O F  JES U S . By THOMAS SCOTT. v
A trenchant criticism of the Gospel records on Rationalist lines, and still the best book on the subject in 

English. It is doubtful whether it was written by the late Thomas Scott, of Ramsgate, who devoted his 
fortune to the printing and circulation of Freethought literature. A claim has been put in for its authorship 
on behalf of the Rev. Charles Voysey. Mr. J. M. Wheeler held that it came from the pen of Sir George 
Cox. It was highly praised by S. Hinds, ex-bishop of Norwich, and by Professor F. W. Newman, who 
said it had " the great excellence of common sense.” Dr. Inman, the author of Ancient Faiths, declared 
that “ it is impossible for a philosopher to speak too highly ” of this work ; and Dr. Davidson mentioned it 
as one of the books that had for ever changed " the old point of view.” Postag&3d.

RELIG ION IN T H E  H EAVEN S. By l o g a n  m i t c h e l l .
The sub-title of this book is “ Mythology Unveiled, ” and the edition is the one published by Charles Bradlaugh and 

Annie Besant. It is a valuable work for the student of Religion from the Mythological and Astronomical 
points of view. But being far from dry— in fact, written with considerable verve—it will prove very interesting 
to the ordinary reader. Postage 3d.

T H E  D E V IL ’S P U LP IT . By the REV. ROBERT TAYLOR. 2 vols.
Contains Forty-six Astronomico-Theological Discourses. Taylor was a clergyman of the Church of England, 

but, becoming an Atheist, he threw off his gown, and joined Richard Carlilein popular Freethought propagand- 
ism. He was imprisoned for a year in Oakham Gaol as a “ blasphemer.” And if " blasphemy ” is a real crime, 
he amply deserved his sentence. These discourses are as witty as they are learned. They are calculated to 
draw laughter, in spite of himself, from the sourest bigot. Postage 4d.

G A LILE O  G ALILEI. By KARL VON GEBLER.
Translated from the German by Airs. George Sturge. A very learned, careful, and honest work ot 352 pages. 

Contains all information concerning the great Galileo’s prosecution and persecution by the Roman Curia as a 
heretic. Invaluable to students, and interesting to serious general readers. Postage 4d.

S E R V E TU S  A N D  C A LVIN . By Dr. R. WILLIS.
The frontispiece is a fine Portrait with Autograph of the “ heretic ” whom Calvin hunted down to a fiery doom. 

Dr. Willis’s work is a standard one. It givds a full account of the life and teaching, as well as the death, of 
Servetus ; and proves Calvin’s responsibility for his martyrdom up to the hilt. This is one of the books that 
every sound Freethinker should have on his shelves. Postage 4d.

T H E  A P O C R Y P H A L N EW  T E S T A M E N T .
William Hone’s edition. Contains the Gospels and Epistles which the Church threw out when it became respect­

able, and sheds an instructive light on primitive Christianity. Postage 3d.

A N C IE N T  M YS TER IES  DESCRIBED.
William Hone’s edition. A learned and (unintentionally) amusing account of the Mystery Plays which precede 

the Modem Drama, and by means of which the people got their ideas of the Bible story. Postage 3d.

RUINS O F  EM PIRES. By C. F. VOLNEY.
A justly famous book, replete with philosophy and eloquence. This edition contains a Prefatory Notice of Volney 

by Charles Bradlaugh, and an engraved Chart of the Astronomical Heaven of the Ancients. Cloth. Post. 3“ '

T H E  FR E E TH IN K E R S ’ T E X T -B O O K . By ANNIE b e s a n t .
Part II. of a work projected and nearly completed by Charles Bradlaugh and others. Mrs. Besant’s portion 1S 

complete in itself. It deals with “ Christianity : its Evidences, its Origin, its Morality, and its History.” The 
most laborious and effective of Mrs. Besant’s writings. Only a few copies in stock. Postage 3d.

H EBR EW  AND  C H R IS TIA N  RECORDS. By the REV. DR. GILES. 2 vols.
This work is in beautiful clean condition. It was published at 24s. Dr. Giles was a sound scholar and the editor 

of a number of Classics. When he turned his attention to the Bible, he resolved to ascertain the truth and 1 
it. The result was a perfect treasury of the most damaging revelations. It is safe to say that this careful a 
candid work has not been superseded. Covering the whole ground in a masterly fashion, it establishes 
claim to a place in every Freethinker’s library. Dr. Giles has never been answered by the scholars of his o 
Church—the Church of England. They sneer at him when they cannot ignore him. But his work remains 
strong, solid, and irrefutable. Postage 6d.
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A P O S TO L IC  RECORDS. By the REV. DR. GILES.
Having told the truth about the Bible records, Dr. Giles did the same with regard to the early Christian write > 

from the date of tne Crucifixion to the middle of the second century. This is the fullest work on the subject 
any English writer. Postage 4d.

ItF O O T S T E P S  O F  T H E  P AST. By J. M. WHEELER.
With an Introduction by G. W. Foote. This is a very valuable collection ot “ Essays on Human Evolution. ^  

contains much of Mr. Wheeler’s best work. Freethinkers, and even students of human culture, especial 
the religious side, will find it full of interesting and precious information. A book to be read, and read a» 
and often referred to. Bound in cloth ; originally published at 3s. Postage 2d.
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