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It
Jehovah’s Apples.

IS
1 a°t often that a Christian minister one on 

, er for publication, but our readers w riter
t 'ater page of this week’s Freethinker. ^  debate.
T,sents the idea that the clergy are a Kbristian view 

also complains of our ridiculing J h e  Christ .. . of ttieJFall in
,°Ur¿ ¿ b i g an extract headed “ That Pippin” from 

or jeeri' a!lces- “ Assuredly,” he says, “  no scoff- 
^ stion.” n ,̂ a worthy method of dealing with the

' Assuredly,” he says,
a wo:

But the laughingPartiCuiar ° Ut J *16 laughing" and j eei"ing> in this 
,7 ‘ts fart;Jase’ s‘ mply consist in divesting the story 
%ht of nltl0us g l a m o r ...............................
t0ld withCtmm°n sensel - — v  — —  - __ - J B  —
5s their solemnity, because the authors, as well
re«ces : f„_ readers, regarded them as actual occur-

the supernatural was in their eyes as
serious~ w'e natural. Talking snakes and donkeys

*re t° chilrl enouS"l1 to savages and barbarians, as they
Cease to Larren " ’l'0 listen to fairy tales. But when we and - . oehevp m u . : ......... ....... . ,?nd soIemt!-fVe !n their possibility they become ridiculous 

everythin' j  . ’̂v,es P*ace to laughter. The point of viewis
the !>.-■ '“ ‘mg in thes'e matters. W h at is irreverence to 
clisbei'ln who believes is honest derision to the man who 
ati(]:*eYes' When the Christian complains of scoffing
hi^Jeerinp-”  ........................................

from a single family. Those who ask “ W ho were the 
first parents of mankind ?” are hopelessly behind the 
science of the present age. They do not understand 
the elementary principles of Evolution.

Let us assume, however, for the sake of argument, 
that the Bible story of the Fall is really true. In that 
case, we say it is perfectly puerile. Mr. Alcock says 
that Adam and Eve existed “ in a state of childlike 
innocence.” But what he means is childlike ignorance, 
for he afterwards says that “ we ” cannot help “ loving ” 
evil, and on this theory children are infected with what 
is called original sin. Suppose we take Mr. Alcock’s 
word for it that Adam and Eve had “ no evil inclina­
tions.” If that were true, it would have been impossible 
for them to “ go w rong.” They might have made 
mental mistakes, but they could not have been guilty 
of vice, crime, or sin ; for it is indisputable that an 
external “ temptation ” has no force except in relation 
to an internal tendency. All their Maker had to do 
was to leave them alone in their “ innocence.” But he 
did not do this. He set a trap for them. They fell 
into it in their ignorance, and their benevolent Creator, 
who has no First Offenders’ Act in his jurisprudence, 
gave them penal servitude for life— to say nothing of 
their dangers after death— for a single indiscretion.

. 1 , * .aLien, cuiiipiciiiia ui atuuiug After asserting the innocence of Adam and Eve,
llrr>self he simply lacks imagination, and fails to put and their being without any “ evil inclinations,” Mr. 

pi ^ shou[d a , ’n sceptic’s ptace. Alcock states that their sin was “ deliberate.” W e

?>s, 3
a 1 d aIso be borne in mind that temperament beg him to reconcile these apparent contradictions.

large nart Li.  ________a. ;___________a.  a. j ; ________ /-< _ j  _ _ ; j  l _ i. _  ________r _  c tt.  i__________a. i-. -ph Par*- even in the most important discus- God is said to be omniscient. He knows everything, 
Winning.» StJ ernn man wonders what the humorist is even before it happens. He was perfectly aware of the 

the g 1 ak °uL and the humorist wonders how on inevitable consequence when he put Adam and Eve to 
'shop § °*®nin man is able to keep such a long face, the “ test.” W as it not, then, a cruel farce ? A  father 
«fy Vvittv . ’ one the masters of English prose, was who knew that his boy would steal a shilling would be 
°rsPrinkl-’ and he was taken to task by a dull episcopus wicked if he deliberately left one in the boy’s way.

Jty dear h”^  h‘S sermons with such “ levities.” “ Now, “ Felt dependence on the Creator ” is one of those 
Say t h a t ' 16r *n Bord,” he replied, “ do you mean soothing phrases of which Christian preachers have an 

ave used > had &'ven you any wit you would not abundance. Adam and Eve, we are told, set God at
Ilf a .  ̂ Kir oofinre K1 0  on onnloo TKmr

!.6ry ser;!^00^’ our clerical correspondent, is certainly a I mitted the crime of rebellion. But why did not God 
at this i:°Us man. T" J " * 1 • ■ ..................................

defiance, by eating his forbidden apples. They com-

- mus tim ” It takes a great deal of seriousness
0 t Ada e ° f  day to enable even a clergyman to believe a thing does not necessarily make it immoral, .»c 
^arden ?,nd Eve were real personages, and that the cannot be said to do wrong, morally^ speaking, unless 

0 . .Eden was a definite portion of the earth’s we know that our action will inflict injury on others.

try to govern them through their reason ? 
does not

Forbidding 
W e

iace. iu »»«..a a. «tutulc |JUI nun ui Liie carm s we kiiow mm  uur auuuu win in.
.^bolij, os': cIergfymen nowadays treat this story as Mere obedience is not in itself
t o > I t

__, ✓ J
°r allegorical, but Mr. Alcock appears to

1° hiV;,U. a.S actual history. This may not be flattering 
He s-mtellisren^ „ ----1------1------ --------- -------

injury
virtue, although it 

becomes so when we perceive the social grounds of its 
necessity.

Mr. Alcock is puzzled by what Paul called the war in 
our members. W e do not agree with him that men 
have a special “ love ” for sin. W e regard the state­
ment as a gross libel on human nature. But we do

j  , „  r ------------  .„ .a d m it that men have “ contradictory instin cts”— or
s Ptic. IT thro.ws the burden of disproof upon the rather impulses which are sometimes in opposition to 

tfur-oj . ® claims the right to hold that Eve was ' a :. k,, A » .—

ic|*1g,ence, but it speaks volumes for his honesty. 
niPpose "!deed> a most simple-minded believer. W e 

"Mg ae would have believed it devoutly if the 
, the wi â'd '•hat Jonah swallowed the whale, instead

fl,_ , ‘Tie sWTlllAriiin /-v T ̂ «oK Ca o«tv<«lA H—* * —
Scei

of

that h 16 swaHowing Jonah. So simple-minded isthrr\xiTo 4-û  i----______________ c  ____  a

UceH K -
k  not L a serPent unt*I be is “ shown that the Devil 
” p\v, a aave employed a snake for such a purpose.” 
bis SerGr̂  little physiology would soon “ show ” him

each other. Mr. Alcock explains this fact by the theory 
that man is fallen. W e explain it by the theory that 
man has risen. And our theory has the advantage 
over his of_being countenanced— nay, demonstrated— bya-. oerpenr r -v ------w  ,,,,,, ..... — -----& _-------------- -— „j.

aU fLk |ltSarenot endowed with a talking apparatus, science. There is no “ m ystery” in this matter to thedp. vito U~11__u _a. __1- - Lt 1 .L* a. Txr-i___ _ n 1 i. i i • «« iich tu“ c devils in hell could not make them use organs 
. H ¡s t YY do not possess.
^Ve e x it  6n ôr g"ranted by Mr. Alcock that Adam and 
thanlcind ed as individuals, and were the first parents of 

t ’n ^ Ut a mubitude of his clerical brethren 
are I » - . 1, him that he is mistaken. Adam and Eve*c o . - — v .m t  11L/ AO AAAAS LCUYCUi « .U tt lll  clliU  E j  VC

êars be? dary or mythological figures. Thousands of 
C. °nol0 ° re '■ bey were created, according to the Bible 
r'1illions ■ c.ountries like Egypt were inhabited by 
able b ° ‘ civilised men and women. Nor is it conceiv- 

Nr\ an Evolutionist that the human race proceeded
N0- 991.

Evolutionist. W e have all descended physically, and 
ascended morally, from savage progenitors, as they 
in turn descended (and ascended) from still more 
brutal ancestors. By the law of heredity, their 
natures are still powerful within us ; and by the 
laws of conscience and civilisation, we are under a 
contrary pressure from collective humanity. The selfish 
instincts come into collision with the social instincts ; 
and moral progress consists in the growing subordina­
tion of the former to the latter.

G. W . F o o te .
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Christ on the Stage.

So the Ober-Ammergau performances are doomed ! 
That is to say, there will be no repetition of them next 
year if a certain section of the Evangelical Church can 
have their way. But as it is not at all likely that these 
objectors can carry their desires into effect next year or 
for some years to come, it is just possible that the 
Passion Play will be continued a little longer— probably 
till it ceases to pay. W hen it does die the natural 
death of all survivals of mediawal superstition, no sane 
person is likely to shed many tears. The world will go 
on, even in the holiday season, just as well without it. 
Some other and possibly better excuse will be found for 
an excursion to the same or adjacent regions, and the 
pious humbug of the present pilgrimages will be 
spared.

There was a proposal a little time ago to bring the 
peasants to this country, so that they might give per­
formances of their play at the Royal Aquarium. But it 
seems to have been thought by enterprising entrepeneurs 
that the representation of Christ on the cross, even when 
redeemed by the buffoonery of a farcical Judas Iscariot, 
would hardly “ take ” like a wild and woolly west or a 
South African show, and there is just now a probability 
that the Mongolian will be the best card to play for 
public peep shows.

Meantime the passion displayed by the Evangelicals 
over this passion play is more than a little diverting. 
“  Blasphemous ”  is the mildest term they apply to it. 
“ Horribly profane,” “ a mixture of hideous farce and 
sickening crudities,” “ abominably irreverent and in­
decent,” are other expletives used. The curious thing 
is that this Ammergau play has been given for goodness 
knows how many years past, and not until quite recently 
has any objection been raised to it on the ground of 
coarseness or profanity. It is but a survival of the 
ancient “ mysteries,” and of those “ miracle p lay s” 
which became extinct in this country after the accession 
o f Queen Elizabeth. The “ devils” who figured in these 
performances were indeed open to criticism. They sup­
plied the comic element in the sacred tragedies, and 
their jests were of the most irreverent character, but 
were always received with manifestations of delight. 
“ W henever,” says a Christian writer, “ a crowd of 
people were represented— In the Deluge when Noah is 
preparing his ark, or at the sacred scenes in the New 
Testament history— the writer of the ‘ m ystery’ intro­
duced us to the language and thoughts of the lowest of 
the mediaeval rabble. Sometimes these plays were 
enacted on a stage of three compartments— the upper­
most representing heaven, the middle earth, and the 
lowest hell. The more horrible the latter was the better 
the spectators were pleased.” The Coventry plays are 
said to have included the most revolting representations 
of the Deity, which may be readily understood if the 
writers followed literally on the lines of the Old 
Testament portraiture.

But we have grown out of the tone and spirit of these 
early religious plays, with their odd mixture of the 
sacred and profane, of piety and levity, of devotion and 
coarse pleasantry. And we have— or rather the Evan­
gelical section referred to have— become so extremely 
superfine and sensitive that the annual performances of 
the guileless peasants at Ammergau, which are refine­
ment itself as compared with those given in our country 
centuries ago, are now denounced as contrary to all 
notions of religious propriety, and as irreverent displays 
that ought to be sternly put down. It is said that the 
“ most sacred events during the passion days of our 
Lord, even His prayers, His agony, His crucifixion, 
and dying words, are reproduced as a ‘ performance,’ a 
veritable ‘ show ’ of a most sensational character, 
exhibited for a money payment.”

Certainly some of the descriptions which have appeared 
of the latest show suggest a conscientious endeavor to 
give a realistic representation of New Testament 
incidents. Christ, in shaded crimson robes, comes on 
the stage seated on an ass led by the adoring disciple 
John. Every effort is taken to prevent any similarity to 
the circus jester of our childhood who, with white and 
carmine-covered cheeks, used to make his entree similarly 
mounted. The entrance of Christ is said to be “ heart-

July 22, 19OO.

th e
thrilling.”  Somebody who, as it were, ‘̂sc^ r^:ah? 
function of ringmaster asks, “ Art Thou the „ &nusa0  
Then come in answer the “  clear brave words, Li 
cs, ich bin es (You say so, I am). This, we a^,, , ¡t 
“ goes like a lance through brain and heart. onas 
should do so does not quite appear. If he c°mtressiah 
the Messiah, naturally he would say he was the * •>
when interrogated. W hat else would you e'P j ng 
They have a new Christus now, the other oae 
died of some ordinary vulgar complaint whic ^  
destroy all the idealism if it were mentione • jiy 
Abend M ahl (Last Supper) is said to be most sa 
and solemnly given. The Gethsemane scene lS
rible.”  Judas, we are told, is a torture lll‘ T » eVery 
Nevertheless, he supplies the faurlcal element, an 
time Judas appears the country people laugh and  ̂ ^  
The last scenes also are terrible— the scourgfinST r;stus

issoldiers’ hall, the scoffing of the rabble, and thp 
standing bound before Pilate. The Cruci ¡nlltes 
“ terrible and prolonged.” For eighteen , a]l, 
Christus is on the cross which makes the hear 
like Magdalen’s, “ hang there too.”

. . „ the“ It  is awful! the face of the dying Christus, rr,/.,f. U[•Ing Chrisu».
he spake, ‘ in a [loud] voice,’ Es ist V°llbt’ac'L^ r0ll 
deine Hände empfehle ich meinen Geist. 1 • 0
thunder and sudden darkness gives intense - - 
this would be impossible, impious, did we not 
people here. They are not only brought up to it,u  ¡5 in 
for it. Johannes’ little child, scarce two Xeats eDtl°0 ’ 
two tableaux. And the Chrlstns ! He is ex.

1 0

.
monk. The play of these devout artists is s\to?‘e 
worship, and they willingly speak of it in the 
and beautiful language.” .

Now this is the sort of thing presented year a ¡̂th 
in the past, not only without a word of protest, . ^e. 
absolute eulogy as a perfect Christian art P i  3t 
Present-day Evangelicals profess themselves an 
the blasphemous mockery. W hilst they pity »re 
rant peasants who take part in the spectacle

two tableaux. And the Christus ! He — - , 
extraordinary. With his marvellous ability and 
he is like^a child—a simple child that woulo

irfiÜÁ

excited to the utmost abhorrence of the mise'rabie P«*
iest'

craft which encourages such an abomination, , to 
implication the tourists who travel thither ana P 
witness it. nerf°r’

The crusade against the Ober-Ammergau 0  ¡¡¡¡s 
mances seems to be developing. The Morning1 inJ 0 
led the way with a series of hysteric criticism ^ pro- 
well-known ecclesiastic is widely distributing puitj 
test and a Plea.”  But what does the opposition ^  feel 
to ? It simply means that present-day Christ1

d W

that they cannot survive the presentation in a .c°tfeOiS 
form, on a stage with living actors, of the Gospe a u e <  
which form the basis of their faith. It is not a 
whether the representation is accurate or inac ^  ¡je 
the probability is that it approaches as near a 
to the reality as it may be imagined by s'ltn0 % sci êS 
It is enacted by peasants, and Christ and his tj,eSe 
were of the peasant class. But, curiously enou„ $S 
modern Christians, though they can endure the s 
presented in paintings and partially in sculptur ’repre' 
to altogether fight shy of it in the form of stag® ¡s s.° 
sentation. It shocks them, mainly because 1 >’
calculated to engender unbelief. The Gospel upod 
very well to read with pious eyes, and inedjta { is 
with devout adoration, but dramatised— w_eu> ¿0*
quite a different thing. Somehow, the incidea ¡̂ ta 
into their proper proportion, and, shall we s ) ’

rete

comparative insignificance ? subJej------t---------------- ------------o--- - ' # . g 5Ulv
One of the religious weeklies, discussing rn &s 

and denouncing the Ammergau play, enlarges» 
Christians seem to find a delight in enlarging, UP ^uc1' 
“ terrible agony ” of Christ prior to and during h1 ¿0  ̂
fixion. But if that tragedy occurred, in what W 
it differ from ar. untold number of tragedies a’ 1 
the agony must have been equally great ? Ho ue i<> 
heretics have been tortured and burnt at the 5 p0se<' 
the name of this very Christ ? Is it to be 
that they suffered less than he ? Some of them eX 
infinitely greater intrepidity. Crucifixion was. ajd 
of capital punishment at the time when he 
have died. Tw o persons— thieves, it is saia 0t 
crucified with him. Nobody ever seems to tl ^ ¡̂5, 
them. Their agony was probably quite as great ‘ 0{\o 
W hy is the sympathy of the centuries and of the

i



centred— un Christ, who is by no means the on y 
example we have of a man dying, as he believed, in the 
ause truth and for the benefit o f the world ?

F rancis N eale.

What
In

is a Secular Reformer ?
*** considering the answer which should be v djstinct 
?, °ve question it is really necessary to  ̂ term
“ka of the sense in which those who useernploy if T-r’ *On-.  - ... W here this idea does not exist
^Prehension is likel;

uring my journalistic taicer i .„farmers
n jni  y designated prominent men secular atu] for so Hni—  i-

likely to obtain upon the subject.
career of forty years I have fre 

-  - r .ominent men secular reformers,
^sk. n°- d°>ng have sometimes been taken severely to 
between *S suPPosed that there is a marked difference 
the two t Secu*ar and a social reformer, and perhaps, as 
■*Ustificat'ermr Ere P°Pular*y understood, there is some 
far as ’° n. f°r the supposition. But practically, so 
^present '̂l objects are concerned, the two phrases 
far as tj. same thing. One may not go quite so 
•nay Var ® other upon certain subjects, and their methods 

t̂ions f hn* hi°th aim to improve the mundane con 
efforts f  Society> and both rely for success in their 
aHe„e . t0r reform upon human agencies, no 
reformer SUnernatural teachings. Tw o great 
n°thino. \  Robert Owen and Charles Dickens, employed 
ameli0? . but secular 
rePudioi i socletarian 

i n "

upon
social

means in their endeavors to 
conditions. The former boldly 

all the religions of the world, 
a0 , , __ .b  iu .i.1...i*, avuiucu oiiuuuu*

t‘me’ 'T 'ty  ‘n *lls attempts to remedy the abuses of his 
seCuj n the proper sense of the word, Dickens was a 
Ortho i  reforrr>er; that is, in his reformatory work 
noteii r°X theology had no part. Those of his characters 
are n 0r theirnoblegenerosityand their love for mankind 
pr0f„ °i religious ; whilst those remarkable for their
evil f Sl° ns of piety are heartless individuals, working 

°r their i—  •" • ' '  - - - - -sh,ePherd*Clr ° Wn selfish ends. In Pickwick the deputy 
exCei 4-s made the representative of a class, and not 
fa J * l°nal individual- a« a n r»rthr*r1r*vbave 

rascai
de'Sc"V“ ‘ •ndividual, as an orthodox writer would 

- - ed him. Stiggins is a most unmitigated
and dpiancl a Plous. canting hypocrite, to be abhorred 
Porir,. .ested by all honest men and women. Then the 
bttlei't o b Uriah Heap, that very “ ’um ble” person, is 
of , ess than a burlesque of the orthodox professions 

Dumm. The immortal Pecksniff shows that 
of piety and rascality can go hand in

should strive not to unnecessarily damage the interests 
of others. Freedom of thought, of speech, and of action 
for all is a claim consistent with reason, and essential to 
human progress. The point here to be insisted upon is, 
that the exercise of personal liberty, which does not 
infringe upon the freedom of others, is the right of all, 
without any regard to class distinctions. This principle 
the Secular reformer maintains, without committing 
himself to all that is taught in the exercise of that right. 
If it is asked how true freedom is to be distinguished 
from that which is false, the answer will be that every 
individual should be free to give expression to his 
thoughts ; but whether or not such thoughts represent 
that which will prove beneficial to society must be tested 
by comparison, and by fair and open discussion. Above 
all, the Secular reformer is thoroughly opposed, under 
the present conditions of society, to all violence which 
tends to the destruction of persons and property. Such 
conduct indicates either insanity or uncontrolled passion, 
instead of a clear insight into the causes of social 
advancement. Possibly in times past it might have 
been necessary ; but the people did not then possess the 
means for redressing wrongs that they have at their 
command to-day. In the past they were kept down by 
a domineering Church and a despotic Government, and 
all political rights were withheld from the masses. Now 
the Church has lost its former power, and governments 
must “ assume a virtue if they have it not.” Besides, 
the people, although they have not all the political 
power that is their due, have sufficient to enable them, 
if they use what they possess wisely, to obtain further 
reforms in a peaceful manner.

One of the best of social reformers was Robert Owen, 
and no one can accurately deny that he was always 
actuated by the desire to enhance the secular welfare of 
mankind. For energy, pure intentions, self-sacrifice, 
and a fervent wish to augment the happiness of others, 
he cannot be surpassed by any of the world’s benefactors. 
Yet, as I recently stated in these columns, Owen was a 
most determined antagonist to the errors of the Christian 
faith. For making this statement I have been called to 
account by, I presume, a Christian admirer of the great 
philanthropist. In a courteously written letter to me, 
Mr. E. E. Kitchener, of Clapham, writes :—-

P fofe^ 'd y.
C d ,ons
% foUndS^ u'ar organisation must not, however, be 
!-lileDibpeCl individual propaganda. For instance, 
Vlevvs tbe National Secular Society may hold

topics of the day which^  Hot p°n tbe various social

«V
e ¡7 C enunciated i7 tVe“Sod ety ’s~ official programme 
ink ?ull:e consistent in expounding such views, if he 

s° as tend to human im provem ent; but he does 
&O03 ^dividual social reformer, whose desire to do 
Social-as been evoked by his Secular philosophy. Take 

Individualism, and Anarchism ; although the 
aclVan ln eac'

adopt

each case 
the

may

eoi

be the same— namely, social 
of each differ in their 
their o b je ct; still, all o f 

nieans drawn from secular, not ecclesiastical,, O . - -- -

ft, 'M°d r,f""'~~ine members
ad-' ,Seeking to obtain 

~S' A Q  , ------, ------------ ’ ----------- ' ‘“ “ “ “ I
Od-:. . ^ocular reformer acts upon the belief that su-ai errn.-c i:„ _............................................errors lie at the root of our social evils, and 

ne aims at removing those
^erefor
> stQ “ e aims at removing those errors, leaving 

10 s°ciai °-I3,: what plans they consider best to eradicate 
> r y  5 evils. Rut it must not be overlooked that in 
p s beeil ance where reforms have been won the victory 
*'urther Se£Ured by secular, not theological, agencies.

as ¿ a ^ecular reformer is one who recognises only 
Cental e,n^ s°cially useful which tends to the physical, 
t|S and political improvement of mankind
lQns ers of the general commonwealth. Considera 

Prov7 ab°ut — - •
life Vlnce of matters that are said to transcend the

ref.
ih .0r,1le r  ri" u i c  o c t u m r
j ter8st Heems to be, at the most, only of theoretical

mer « reason,-and that make the business 
y of secondary importance, the

of this 
Secular

IDWhicr ttna. ° f  no real service in the social struggle 
\VbaJ Society is at present engaged. 

umon., ever minor differences as to method may obtain 
thiI1aV° Wed Secular and Social reformers, there is 

“'Dt, ¡n lhat ought always to be remembered— namely, 
Pursuing our own good in our own way, we

“ When you claim him [Robert Owen] to be a Secular 
teacher, and a determined and outspoken antagonist to 
the errors of the Christian faith, are you not making 
gross misrepresentations? Nowhere in Owen’s works 
or reported words have I found any attack on the
accepted Christianity of the country...... He published in
later years his own personal ideas of the Deity.”

I have already explained in this article in what sense 
I apply the term “ Secular teacher ” to reformers of 
the type of the founder of the “ Rational System of 
Society.” As to my alleged “ gross misrepresenta­
tions ”  of Owen’s antagonism to the errors of Chris­
tianity, my correspondent is in error. O f course, he 
might not have found the report of such in the writings 
of Owen, but that may be his (my correspondent’s) mis­
fortune. The antagonism is recorded more than once “ in 
Owen’s works or reported words.” It appears that the 
extracts I gave from the New Moral W orld were not 
sufficient to convince Mr. Kitchener of the correctness 
of my statement in reference to Owen’s antagonism 

to the errors of the Christian faith.” It will, there­
fore, be a pleasure to me to furnish additional proof of 
the truth of my allegation. Here it is. Robert Owen 
said :—

“ The mythologies of the Pagans, the mysteries of the 
Jews, Christians, Mohammedans, and all the sacred 
and theological writings of Pagans, Hindoos, Christians, 
and Jews, were of no value—nay, instead of real value, 
they were the greatest evils existing among men, for 
they deranged or destroyed all the superior faculties and 
feelings of the human race, and made man, as he is at 
this day, more irrational than any animal of the
creation...... He [Robert Owen] did not stand pledged to
prove the Jollies of the Christian religion apart from 
other religions; to him they all appeared the same in
principle and in general practice...... He believed that
all the_ religions of the world were founded in error—the 
Christian religion was included in the word all."
(“ Debate on the Evidences of Christianity,” between 
Mr. Owen and the Rev. Mr. Campbell in America, 
PP- 399. 336).

Mr. Owen repeated the same thing again and again 
in his debate at Reading with the Rev. W . Eegg, B .A .;
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and also in the New Moral World (see pp. 129 and 
194).

As to O w en s “ personal ideas of the D eity,”  they 
had no reference to the Christian’s, or any other 
personal God. His (Owen’s) notion was that in nature 
there is an “ incomprehensible power ”  that is “ yet 
unknown to man.” O f a personal Deity and a 
personal Devil he wrote in the New Moral World 
th u s:—

“ There is not one single fact known to man, after all 
the experience of past generations, to prove that any 
such personalities exist, or ever did exist; and, in 
consequence, all the mythologies of the ancients, and all 
the religions of the moderns, are mere fanciful notions 
of men, whose imaginations have been cultivated to 
accord with existing prejudices, and whose judgments 
have been systematically destroyed from their birth.”

Innumerable citations could be given from the 
writings and speeches of Owen to justify my statement 
that he was opposed to the errors of all the religions 
of the world, and that he made no exception in the case 
of Christianity. But I hope the evidence I have 
adduced will be sufficient to satisfy Mr. Kitchener and 
others as to the opinion of Robert Owen upon the folly 
and inutility of all the supernatural (so-called) religions 
of the world. C h a r l e s  W a t t s .

Christian Endeavor.
O n Saturday last, after a preliminary day spent entirely 
in prayer, “  The W orld ’s Convention of Christian 
Endeavor ” opened its meetings at the Alexandra 
Palace. Although not quite so large as the clergyman 
imagined who prayed the other day for the three 
million and a half of “ Christian Endeavorers ”  who 
would soon be coming to London, the gathering bids 
fair to leave nothing, to be desired in the shape of 
quantity. There are to be many thousands of members, 
unlimited praying and preaching by a number of clergy­
men, amongst whom will figure Mr. Sheldon, of Topeka, 
Kansas, U .S .A ., a gentleman who performed the almost 
impossible task of writing a book without a single 
decent sentence in its three hundred dreary pages.

“ The Christian Endeavor ” movement is Of compara­
tively recent growth, and its object, as defined by one 
writer, is to induce its members to lead a Christ-like 
life, and carry the principles of Christianity .into the 
ordinary affairs of life. So far as can be gathered from 
the published reports of the proceedings, prospective 
and retrospective, the only typical piece of Christ-like 
work was the day spent in prayer at W esley’s Chapel. 
W ith the praying the desire to be “ Christ-like ”  seems to 
have come to an abrupt termination. W hen Jesus was 
about to undertake any important spiritual work, he 
fasted for many days. True, he fasted by himself, and 
there was no committee by to watch the proceedings. 
Still, he fasted. The Christian Endeavorers, on the 
contrary, make elaborate preparations for feasting. 
A whole army of refreshment caterers have been 
engaged, and the consumption of mineral waters 
promises to be abnormal. W hen a London clergyman 
was told that Mr. Sheldon was coming to England in 
one of the Cunard liners, his remark was : “ Dear me,
I should have thought he would have walked across.” 
And one would have thought that the Convention pro­
vided an admirable chance for something in the loaves- 
and-fishes line, for the discomfort of unbelievers and the 
greater glory of the faithful.

There is also a corps of medical attendants engaged 
to look after any cases of sickness that may arise. 
This is the unkindest cut of all. Instead of “ endeavor­
ing ” to give the world an object-lesson in the value of 
the promise of Jesus that all things should be granted 
to those who believe and pray, of the power of faith to 
work miracles, or of the benefit of calling in a few dozen 
of the assembled parsons and letting them cure the sick 
by “ the prayer of faith,” doctors are engaged, physic is 
prepared, and the Scriptures are allowed to go by the 
board. And this is what they call “ translating Jesus 
into ordinary life ” ! O f course, it is only what one 
might expect. W hen a Christian 1 talks of imitating 
Jesus, he seldom means more than reading into some of 
his reputed utterances as much of current common sense 
as is possible, and conveniently dropping all such as are
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C. C ohen.

The Sacred Seventh.
God blessed the seventh day and “ sanctified ” it. For this 
reason, according to the fourtli commandment, men are to 
work six days and rest on the seventh. Orthodox writers 
like Mr. Gladstone regard this as the first institution of the 
Sabbath. The more sagacious Paley saw the unanswer­
able objections to this view. There is not the slightest 
allusion to the Sabbath in the lives of the patriarchs, nor 
during the captivity in Egypt, and had it been known such a 
silence would be “ unaccountable.” Precisely the same 
argument, however, may be turned against Paley’s position 
that the Sabbath was instituted in the wilderness. It is 
never alluded to during the rule of the Judges and the reign 
of the Kings before the captivity in Babylon. Indeed, the 
very language of the fourth commandment is conclusive on 
this point. The reference to “ the stranger within thy gates ” 
proves that the law was not given to desert nomads, but to a 
people dwelling in fenced cities. Nor could the Sabbath have 
arisen among nomads. Except when they shift their tents, 
and travel to fresh pastures, they have only to sit and watch 
their flocks. One day is exactly like another, and a day of 
rest in such circumstances is unintelligible. A periodic day 
of rest could only arise in an industrial civilisation where its 
necessity was obvious. And that the day of rest, whatever it 
was, should be associated with mythical events was inevitable, 
when every part of life was under a religious sanction.

Intervals of rest and recreation were common. The 
Egyptians had periodic holidays. On the festal days in 
Greece the shops and courts were closed, and the slaves 
rested from their labors. In Rome every ninth day was a 
holiday for all classes. The Persians had similar holidays. 
Even in Mexico the Spaniards found certain days set apart 
for idleness. In China the holidays are the new and full 
moon. In India there are prescribed days on which the 
superstitious Hindu dare not even clean his teeth.

The seven-days week was well known to the ancient 
Egyptians, who called the days after the seven planets. 
This practice spread from Egypt into the Roman Empire. 
Among the Greeks the seventh day was sacred as early as 
the times of Horner and Hesiod. It is also affirmed by Davis 
that the Hindus liad a week of seven days named after the 
planets, and this is corroborated by Colebrooke.

The sacredness of the number seven, in so many parts of 
the world, sprang out of natural reasons. Moon-worship 
precedes sun-worship because man’s attention is excited by 
the changeable rather than the regular. Now it was dis­
covered that the full lunation occupied twenty-eight days. 
That was called a month—or moonth, and everyone knows 
that the lunar month comes before the solar or calendar 
month. Indeed, to this very day, the prisoners in English 
jails call a month “ a moon.” Well, the twenty-eight days 
being halved, the result was fourteen. That number was 
halved again, and the result was seven. But this number 
could not be halved or divided in any way ; it was indivisible 
and mysterious, and therefore sacred. Then there were the 
seven planets, from which, in Egypt, Babylon, and elsewhere, 
the days were named ; and this greatly heightened the 
sacredness of the number. Behind this, even, there is some­
thing older and more vital, reaching to the roots of culture. 
Among savages the covering of the generative organs is 
often neglected by the males, but scarcely ever among the 
females. That covering was the beginning of decency, and 
it arose from the fact of menstruation. Now the sexual 
periodicities throughout the whole animal world, including 
the human race, run in seven days or multiples of seven 
days, Let this truth be connected with the indivisible 
quarter of the moon’s total phases and the number, of the 
planets, and you have an importance, a mystery, and, there­
fore, a sacredness attaching to the number seven which could 
hardly attach to any other number. This is the reason why 
the number seven appears and reappears in religious systems.
It is found among savages, and among the European votaries 
of oriental mysticism who talk of the seven-fold nature of 
man. Thus, religion is like the mythical snake of eternity. 
Extremes meet; the head and the tail are united.

— From “ Bible Romances" (The Creation Stoiy), 
by G. W. F oote.

The True Liberal.
The true “ liberal ” endeavors to use 'the means at his 

disposal in effecting all the good he can. But he guards 
against attacking, with fire and sword, evils which are often 
unavoidable—striving by judicious progress to correct obvious 
defects without destroying an equal amount of good by violent 
measures. He rests contented, in this imperfect world of 
ours, with the “ good,” until time and circumstances favor 
the attainment of the “ better.”— Goethe.

The flatterers of kings and princes have ever been held in 
deserved hatred and contempt. In this country they seem 
nearly to have had their day; but their successors, the 
courtiers of the people, are equally contemptible, and much 
more pernicious.— Thomas Waller.
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Acid Drops.

No news but ill news from China. It seems pretty certain 
that all the Europeans in Pekin have been massacred, except 
perhaps the women and children, who were probably slain by 
the men in order to save them from falling into the hands of 
Chinese torturers. Altogether it is a very shocking business. 
But, after all, the Christian Powers must bear their share of 
the responsibility. They have allowed their missionaries to 
affront Chinese prejudices in the most flagrant manner. 
They have been insolent and brutal towards the Chinese 
government. They have stolen piece after piece of Chinese 
territory, and it looked as though every good port on the 
Chinese coast would soon be in the hands of foreigners. 
Moreover, in their jealousy of each other, the Christian 
Powers have been drilling the Chinese to fight, and supply­
ing them with guns, rifles, ammunition, and battleships. 
And now the childlike and bland Celestials are wielding all 
these warlike resources against the “ foreign devils” who 
supplied them. It is a tragedy, but it is also a comedy.

Sir George Goldie, after travelling for several months in 
the interior of China, has been interviewed in London by a 
representative of the Daily News. He says that the Chinese, 
as a rule, are “ most courteous to individual travellers.” But 
he adds that they “  do not want us or our customs, or, above 
all, our religion.” “ This last,” he declares, “ is the main 
grievance, and has been so for a century.” He affirms that 
“ their code of ethics is as high as ours.” But their religion 
of ancestor-worship cannot co-exist with Christianity, the two 
faiths being “ essentially and necessarily antagonistic.” This 
is well known to the missionaries, who are quite aware of 
the terrible prejudice they are creating against Europeans in 
China. __

The editorial columns of the People have brightened up 
si nee the accession of Mr. J oseph Hatton as editor. The leader 
this week on “ The Christian Lesson of Peking” is specially 
worth reading. Mr. Hatton says : “ It is not to be wondered 
at that sceptical critics are inclined to regard Christianity as 
a failure in presence of the disasters that are the outcome of 
its campaign of preaching, and the terrible deeds that have 
been done in its name.” Mr. Hatton thinks it an open 
question whether it is worth while to preach Christianity to 
the Chinese. “ Anyhow, whether the missionaries are doing 
good or not in Oriental countries whose people were 
civilised and had a fine system of ethics when we were naked 
savages, the material cost is heavy on us, and the story of 
our few successes is red with the blood of a multitude of 
victims—among them many of our best citizens and our 
bravest troops.”

Writing on the Chinese trouble, the Rock says : “ It is 
mainly on account of our missions that the subject is deeply 
interesting to us. ” Yes, the missions will be found to have 
been mainly the cause of all that has occurred. Lord 
Salisbury saw it, and practically said so some weeks ago.

The most popular figure, apparently, amongst the Christian 
Endeavorers who are camping in Alexandra Park, North 
London, is the Rev. Mr. Sheldon, the author of that trashy 
book called In His Steps. Mr. Sheldon is preaching a very 
“ high-toned ” morality. He is telling people what they ought 
to do in business, and how scrupulous they should be in telling 
the truth and giving their customers the advantage, when 
there is any, instead of taking it themselves. One tradesman 
said to Mr. Sheldon : “ If I did all that you tell me, I should 
be a martyr.” “ Very well,” the preacher replied, “ be a 
martyr.” But that is very cheap advice, especially when 
the preacher has a nice pleasant job, with a nice snug 
salary, and various pickings in addition. Mr. Sheldon is a 
great believer in martyrdom— for other people ; and is terribly 
exacting in the matter of other men’s duties.

It is positively amusing to hear men of God like Mr. 
Sheldon holding forth to men at least as honest as them­
selves on the virtue of veracity. Why, the ministers of 
religion are the biggest liars on earth. More than half of 
them don’t believe fifty per cent, of what they preach ; others 
don’t believe twenty-five per cent., and some don’t believe ten 
per cent. All through history their profession has been the 
most dishonest and hypocritical. They have always bam­
boozled children in order to live upon the labor of adults.

By the way, these Christian Endeavorers are pretty well 
narrowing Christianity down to an attitude towards alcohol. 
But what humbug this is ! They talk by the hour about 
following Jesus, who was far from being a teetotaller ; in 
fact, he drank whatever was going, and on one occasion pre­
sented a huge quantity of wine to the half-fuddled guests at a 
wedding festival. Those w'ho read Mr. Foote’s Bible and 
Beer will perceive the utter absurdity of pretending that 
Christianity is a “ temperance ” religion. There is a teetotal

religion in the world, but it was not founded by JesuS ° 
Nazareth. It was founded by the “ infidel ” M o h a m m e d -

J uly  22, 190°̂

Mr. Sheldon wouldn’t take a glass of wine with Je .„¿¡¡ces 
would he smoke a cigar with Spurgeon. All such intl . "atres, 
should be sternly repressed. There should also be no j.;nd 
no music-halls, and, indeed, no entertainments ot h!s
except in churches and chapels, where Mr. Sheldo 
brethren in the Lord are the professional caterers.

mpanh
Whs1Dr. Clifford spent last Sunday in Mr. Sheldon s c0 

,1 if <<a heaven on earth.” Very hkand he says it was 
was the menu ?

iuch **5One Endeavorer has been endeavoring too ffl 
ressed woman, named Caroline E. Keyes, who 

come to England to represent a Minnesota chun-**»  ̂ „  
iruiltv at the Marvlebone I’olice-court to steajinh|/]nS,ons

too heu»“
. wh0 ST  Mffi i-hurch, P

guilty at the Marylebone Police-court to stem Mansl0nj 
watch, bracelet, and clothing from the Nono. Xg W 
Hotel, Wigmore-street. Her explanation was tn  ̂ gut 
been drinking brandy and was unconscious of her for l‘,e 
there was a good deal of method in her inebriati > 
stolen articles were found concealed in her trunk.

—  . ,  m &
Even “ gentle Jesus” must get savage at tû Cn{ie o^°j 

little earthly career, recorded in the Gospels, '̂ie. s he 
more than one or two occasions. Several t i m aCe, cj. 
language calculated to provoke a breach of the p *s 
temper even carried him away into disorderly co n , just •' 
drove out tradespeople from the Temple who IJ violeDCn 
much right to be there as he had. Assuredly, ,,  i,ave ĉfc 
had been exhibited in the present day, he would -̂(jj tn 
hailed before a magistrate and fined 5s. or l0S,’crer)d!i 
alternative of seven days. But now he is sitting ® ¡s lui"" 
the right hand of his Father, who, curiously enoug Afist1®-

,r rT”----  *•" just now listening to, the ^
ew millions of other pious . . tl'3,’

self. There, he is 
Endeavorers and a few
course he reads his Rock, and he learns from that P £a|vafi; 
notwithstanding all his agony in Gethsemane and 0 
there are still about 800,000,000 heathens in  ̂ anJ o<y
300.000. 000 Hindus, 250,000,000
140.000. 000 Protestants. Roman

Mohammedans.
Catholics dom ,oo°--JWWWjWW * • VVVWVMaihV/l „ 000, i-( f

according to the Rock ; but they are only about 2 ’ ¡ea 
Taking Protestants and Catholics together, an.0]oo°>A) 
Mohammedans out of count, there are about 3 4 'g0o,cf';l 
Christians against 800,000,000 heathen, and 3 ’ jesu5t, 
Hindus. If that is not enough to make “ ge .. j,, Jist3' 
wild, what else in the way of statistics could possi 1 
him ? ,

Monday Q ^ tf ’
‘ Mothers’ Meeting” excursion from St. Johns \vh’j 
Drury-lane. But they did not return. The yacn ,_nn-ne

Three women went to Brighton on

they were taking a trip capsized, and they were ' £ &  
Had they gone with the N. S. S. excursion toB ng11 j 
might have escaped this sad fate. A certain ot ĝ ei 
seems to be more watchful than “ Providence 
safety of his devotees

&
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The activity of the Lord’s Day Observance 
beyond dispute. The secretary of that Society 
earns his money, which can hardly be said ot a 1 1
ntllPr «¡prl-artan nfflrlnlc wlir» Arc\\\r Imnrlcnmp «tinena» m iother sectarian officials who draw handsome stipe11 
practically nothing in return. This wide-awake s|21 UVSIXI/CIIJ.J' u u u u u g  i l l  1CIU11I. X 1113 YV1UC-C* w , -y

noticed that the Christian Endeavorers were g?1 y> iK e
cuss “ The Day of Rest : its Necessity and Sanctity-- t0 t ,
„(■ _____  .__ _ ___ i-A use» ..

dis-

of course, was a subject which commended i t s®eâ ’ ,, 
secretary ; but he observed that sermons were to be Y„s fj® 
and meetings held at the Alexandra Palace on the D  joCal, 
Thereupon he writes to the papers : “ Unless Pu , jraV^Ae 
character, these gatherings must promote Sunday 1 , 0f t , 
and other encroachments on the ‘ sanctity ’ and ‘ te ¡5 us 
day.” The secretary adds that the Alexandra 
to this sortof thing ; but he hopes that Christian cw , hope . _ __
are not. The name of this vigilant secretary of a 
is Peake. It is worth while mentioning the nameil0 a11®6 
any confusion with that of old Mother Partington 
took to mop back the waves of the Atlantic.

-----  A i11'
u « C3V » PThe Yarmouth Town Council have at length tBer6 pJ 

on the question of Sunday trading. No longer af tcrs, \ jt 
be any stupid p-osecutions for selling fruit, °) j  tlPji

~ orntion has discover^
-osecutions

tobacco on Sundays. The Corporation has discu»-- . 
is itself a Sunday trader by giving concerts of saCiay i11 ¡o 
on the Wellington Pier and providing a band to P1' > s ¡0 
new Beach Gardens on the Sabbath. By eighteen -ttee 
ten, it was resolved to instruct the Watch c ^ '
notify the chief constable that the prosecutions shou  ̂ ^

The vicar of Llandrillo admits that he has had anja reg^ 
ing. He had heard a great deal from Sabbatarians^ 
to the Sunday musical performances on the Pk’r avent 
Victoria Pavilion. Like a sensible man, he '  s 
personally investigated the subject for himself- g r ts  ?  
emphatically declares that Sunday evening coh
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decidedly a great boon. A weekly review regrets that other 
Synien are not equally “ commonsensible.

cleri

AtTp'Cn?abl?atar!ans
keen ? yP1 dd the>' :
cleanin'̂ 0., ^undays in one week. He was actually caught

i‘l rontvnria,V"o“ ',J are ko!ng  it (says the Topical Times). 
, eP two Si 1-°y arc tr>'mg to make a Jewish watchmaker

anmg a watch" on the seventh—or is it_Ab®bwicked as to
e week. T o  clean a watch must be aln go d lin e ss  ;

one up. Cleanliness is proverbially next ^  varieties 
ut the unco guid seem to be making a dead- ‘cleaned ; you 

cleanliness. You must not have your _ there will
lj,Uf  "ot clean your watch. Shortly, at t . ’as its high
B, a*ance for a religion of dirt, with the J gtaje fruit on 
, -  s. Already, in some towns, you mus ^ green­

l y  because the Sabbatarians have closedthe^t’- and if vou r',n '',,f  .............. ..Public.
Jvashi

ic-houSPyiOUurUn out of tobacco’ y°u
in,. nSL to buy more. And yet the si

must run into 
yet tlie silly old sea goes»nif ,”a50inp- ft, ~ ~7J auu ycl me siny uiu csea.

, Seb full from f, eartb every day in the week, and drinking 
^uietimesi tr, |l,.? unbcensed skies ; while the sun continues
or-' 
loi

nietlmes) tr\ t, • OIXIV-O , W111IC tlic OUU wnuuuvw

• 1 hope f t , S „  e on his name-day, tidying up the lower 
'Veil thpr„e 1 ° ntypridd Bench won’t stop these things, 

ni>' Anri ,..u Wouldn't be a Pontypridd Bench at all for

Ça,

And wl r 0Uldn 1 be a Pontypridd Bench a 
tat would virtue do then, poor thing ?

non ^Uberfosaid H ' ' “ oertorce, chaplain of the H ° u .  „ a jie ]iad 
alWa be “fher day that until he had visi , ;n ” with
Christtbought that kindness to animal India the
tel i ' ani>y. Now he had found at. a Ltablished 300
years ?s r0f a Buddhist bosPital for aaim nt of elementary know, j 0re Cbnst. And so the acquirement ot eien 

Wledge goes on. ___

Priest recently consecrated a bull ring at ®ar^  man 
CaL .ee?}s to have been too much ever, for a Kc
C 1*  bish°P- So he of Barcelona has f  ̂ » ^ ¿ f s t i l l -  this ®̂ Pressmg his strong disapproval of bu K
ho^artlcular ring has been blessed, and it is d.lhcultoff*1.1 can b» .... P-

~be “ ^-blessed, especially if the Lord chooses to feel 
’ as naturally he might.

k11 G p "  ̂ alls ” are not uncommon in the United States. 
CaU” ;n . .d Englishman in Boston states that he got his 

wk-nner cS °ffice in Basinghall Street in this unique 
u 'lcb Penpf buddenly I felt a force through my left side, 
Jhvard andrated *° tbe centre of my body ; the force turned 
a y body a c,ame through my throat, and over my tongue, 
‘Jhng on k- „ face extending by the introduced power.” 
,LCKinlev ls, . cail,” he has addressed a letter to President 
j.0 sevent’, aslilng that the Sabbath should be observed on 
« nc°Very n̂d n°t on the first, day of the week. A further 
t *'eVelatirm >> as made is that the beast referred to in the 

rds. n is no less than our old friend the House of

Ir,an’s work ; they are an act of God,” said 
I,,'°n 0f 'n. a Bow County Court action. After all, the 
anS a crpat ?‘fy *s useful ; you can make him the peg to 

at deal upon, even “ worms.”
.HiHie (°Ut of f

tes> i s ts 1 ten of the girls on the Liverpool streets are
r>stantHOr;,

, mv ^ 1 1 1 0  cm LHC. n 1 vei JUL.L.U uiv

r; ' at least we learn from a veracious Pro-
°ck, the name of which we need hardly say is the

n u !ndeed

< e„alPay
Of

'ndeed some credulous people about. A Miss 
. Donnell, 0f  Newtown Cunningham, County 

... ’ s. said to have shown a Miss McNulty letters from 
’tiem. SlS,ned “ Your God,” and authorising certain 
Mis, ' _

~*A>-S CL ■ J. VJUU, (UIU CL Li 10ili£̂  UC1 LCllli
iss ri bhe also announced the resurrection by the Pope 
ese p .^ a h y ’s parents. Sixty pounds were extracted 

Us lies, and still the soothsayer is believed in.

^'Plainf^8 Pers°n signing himself “ A Missionary "writes 
ouSs'°Paryd t lat last week £38  was collected for certain 
On r b°rses and ^22 ,000 was given by one man for
C l.° eXpen.Certam,y the latter
« 1 *t is ne nd on Pour horses, bi ___

j bas toCessary to keep up the breed, and that occasionally 
0ô a'n.” a Pa>' a rather high figure to get the requisite

 ̂th<i i_ . . the mis înnnripc Ipcc cairl uKmif

°y th,

^6
str,

c . sum seems to be a large
nec-p on Pour horses, but it must be remembered

essarv tn nn tliD hrtwvl oriel ftiof

' the better. the missionaries, the less said about them just

> t i

O f ^ h as 0r,.o f. ^  Land oj| an African Sultan confesses 
~ CQ a. hmited appreciation of missionaries. Writing 

f  “ e says : “ It seems to be the fashion to try and 
¿ ‘Stianise?i,en b °m the only sphere they know, to try and 
,baPs ¡n ®e Moors, and introduce drink— in fact, by every

r’tty| jn ^ tP°wer to overthrow the social system of another 
‘ ave no other interest than as an object 

..,e -  seed " ‘ “ uPy- If, instead, we would attempt to root 
Mti^hPtry Sh°  ̂ev‘l tbat we Europeans have introduced into

of
°Ut

«Ur
the

y jq lu uvui uuuw cue auuai ojaicui U1 cUJUlUCI

Phils we bave no other interest than as an object 
Seed nthropy. If( instead, we would attempt to root 

itl ~“Ptry S,|, 6V‘ thiit we Europeans have introduced into 
1 Morocco We m'Sbt have some excuse for interfering

The a -----
h°r, Mr. Walter B. Harris, F.K.G.S. (A1 Aissoui),
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says : “ A solitary missionary or two spreading the doctrine 
of the equality of men and women does no good ; no, he 
does much harm. It but impresses on the minds of the 
women a fact that till now they have been totally unaware 
of—namely, that to our ideas they are degraded, coarse, and 
of no intellect. A very little sets the Moorish mind on fire, 
and a woman who has once heard these words shapes her 
life accordingly ; she tries it on and she fails, and, if trouble­
some, is removed by sale or by poison. ”

“ I have written strongly,” says A1 Aissoui, “ as I feel 
strongly— far more strongly than I write— on these ques­
tions. I have seen the work in many lands, and I have 
found one fact—that where missionaries go, goes also drink. 
Now allow that the Mohammedan religion is in every way 
inferior to ours— an allowance I do not make in every case of 
the tenets of the two, allowing for climatic differences—yet 
the Moors live in tolerable peace. Crime with them is not 
nearly so rife as crime with us. Now let us, for a moment 
only, Christianise the whole Moorish nation. What is the 
result ? The natives let their hair grow instead of shaving 
their heads ; the result is disease. They drink wine ; the 
result is crime and drunkenness and death. They eat pork 
and suffer from scrofula, and other horrible diseases. In 
fact, in introducing Christianity as it now exists, or is sup­
posed to exist, we would only be hurrying a fallen nation
more quickly to its grave...... I say without hesitation, arid
after careful thought, that it will be an evil day for the Arabs 
and Moors if ever they become Christians.”

The population of this country is increasing at the rate of 
300,000 a year. Meantime the number of ordinations in the 
Church of England is decreasing steadily. The ordinations 
to the diaconate last year were n o  fewer than they were ten 
years ago. In the three years, 1885-1888, the total number 
of deacons ordained was 2,324. In the corresponding period, 
1895-1898, it was only 1,924, the difference being 330. Mean­
while the population multiplies—and fails to weep.

The Church can’t understand it. But folks with half an 
eye open can. The fool of the family no longer cares to 
enter the Church. He would sooner go as a “ super ” on the 
stage. Or write a book reconciling evolution with “ revela­
tion.”

The Church Times, in common with other religious papers, 
feels called upon to recognise the comparatively small number 
of candidates for “ holy' orders ” and their lack of ordinary 
scholastic attainments. The Church Times says: “ Many 
bishops, no doubt, would gladly raise the standard of their 
examinations. Many would like to make more searching 
inquiry into the spiritual state of those whom they are asked 
to ordain. But the plain, unwelcome truth is that they 
cannot afford, in the present state of things, to be too 
particular. It is no light matter to reject any but the most 
flagrantly unfit, while the need for recruits is so overwhelm­
ing, and the number of recruits diminishes y'ear by year.”

Loughborough is in serious trouble. It has a workhouse 
with 100 inmates, and, shocking to say, no chaplain. The 
complaint does not come from the inmates. They don’t care, 
not they; but somebody outside does. He hopes to be 
appointed chaplain with a stipend. If the Guardians appoint 
him, they will be guilty of an atrocious misapplication of 
public funds. There are a number of ministers who are 
prepared to give voluntary assistance. They are not really 
wanted by the inmates, but their services are cheap, and may 
be tolerated. But if the ratepayers permit a chaplain to be 
foisted on the 100 inmates, with probably a stipend of ,£150 
a year, no word in the dictionary is equal to describing the 
job. _ _

Mr. Henry Seymour forwarded to the Home Secretary a 
memorial containing some fifteen hundred signatures, praying 
for the release of R. B. D. Wells, who was sentenced by Mr. 
Justice Darling, at Birmingham, to twelve months’ imprison­
ment for alleged obscenity. The memorial set forth various 
reasons, such as were advanced at the time in our columns, 
why this sentence should be regarded as unjust and a serious 
interference with free discussion. Sir Matthew White Ridley 
has returned the stereotyped answer that, having, etc., etc., 
he does not feel justified in recommending any reduction of 
the sentence. _ Of course not. Who thought he would ? The 
official policy is always to keep a man in prison until you are 
forced to let him out.

Some years ago the Rev. Benjamin Waugh, secretary of 
the National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Children, encouraged the Bishop of Chester in saying that 
working-class Secularists were the worst ill-users of their 
offspring. It was an infamous falsehood, and Mr. Waugh 
afterwards took it back, though the Bishop never did. 
When a Bishop tells a lie he sticks to it. He can’t afford to 
let people think lie is ever mistaken.
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Mr. Waugh’s Council has recently expressed its approval 
of Lord James of Hereford’s Youthful Offenders’ Bill, which 
provides for the whipping of juvenile delinquents. Where­
upon the reverend gentleman is addressed in an open public 
letter by Mr. Joseph Collinson, on behalf of the Executive 
Committee of the Humanitarian League. “ It is with deep 
regret,” Mr. Collinson says, “ that we find that the 
N . S. P. C. C. has expressed its approval of the objection­
able clauses, the chief of which has for its object the 
extension of a cruel, indecent, and irrevocable punishment, 
while it has passed entirely over those which are really 
useful and humane.” This is a case of the tables reversed 
with a vengeance 1

In the Freethinker of June 24 there was an article by Mr. 
Foote on “ Blank Atheism,” with reference to some remarks 
of the late Mathilde Blind. That lady spoke of her rescue 
from the verge of “ blank Atheism ” by the influence of 
Buckle, and Mr. Foote said he did not understand this, as 
she certainly passed for an Atheist when he knew her, more 
than twenty years ago, and her friend, Professor Clifford, 
gloried in the designation of Atheist. “ I cannot help 
thinking,” Mr. Foote wrote, “ that Mathilde Blind, writing 
perhaps in after years, when Clifford was dead, and the great 
Bradlaugh struggle had rendered ‘ Atheism ’ more odious 
than ever, used the word with that looseness which is only 
too common, but of which she ought not to have been guilty.”

Will it be believed that anybody could construe this sentence 
as an insult to Charles Bradlaugh? We should not have 
thought it possible. Yet it has been done by Mrs. Bonner, 
who quotes eleven words, without the slightest reference to 
the context, and asks her readers to infer that Mr. Foote has 
deliberately aspersed her father’s memory. She warmly 
denies that Charles Bradlaugh did anything to make Atheism 
odious. “ This is the first time,” she solemnly says, “ that we 
have seen the suggestion made, and we trust that on reflec­
tion it is one which Mr. Foote himself would gladly abandon.”

Certainly it would be gladly abandoned by Mr. Foote if he 
had ever made it. But he never did make it. Mrs. Bonner 
was really in too great a hurry. She saw her father’s name, 
and her filial devotion was alarmed ; and in that state of 
mind she had the misfortune to catch a false meaning. Mr. 
Foote did not say, or hint, that Bradlaugh had made Atheism 
more odious than ever. What he said was that “ the great 
Bradlaugh struggle” had increased the odium of “ Atheism.” 
This last word was put within quotation marks, showing that 
the word was meant, in contradistinction to “ Agnosticism,” 
which Miss Blind apparently affected. Mr. Foote’s obvious 
meaning was, to anyone who read his article calmly and 
impartially, that Miss Blind, like a good many other people, 
took to the word “ Agnosticism ” for essentially personal 
reasons. The word “ Atheism ” was always odious, and it 
became more so (as we think) after the great Bradlaugh 
struggle. At any rate, it was from that very time that 
“ Agnosticism ” became fashionable, and Agnostics took to 
sneering at Atheists as vulgar, dogmatic persons.

It was not Bradlaugh that made Atheism more odious than 
ever, but “ the great Bradlaugh struggle.” Bradlaugh was a 
giant in intellect and character, and Mr. Foote has said so a 
hundred times. He also had the honor of standing beside 
Bradlaugh (or behind him, if Mrs. Bonner prefers) during 
that struggle ; and he said then, as he has said ever since, 
that Bradlaugh did not (as far as he knew) make a single 
mistake from beginning to end. This is not open to dispute, 
for Mr. Foote’s words are in print, both in the Freethinker 
and in the National Reformer, and can be produced if 
necessary. Yes, Bradlaugh was always right, as he was 
always brave, in that great struggle. But there were other 
parties in the contest. Lord Randolph Churchill and the 
rest of them stirred up all the dregs of British and Irish 
bigotry, and until the ferment of fanaticism subsided the 
words “ Atheism ” and “ Atheist ” became a perfect abomina­
tion. Mrs. Bonner is, of course, free to think otherwise ; 
but this is Mr. Foote’s recollection of the period, and everyone 
must be guided by his own memory.

Bradlaugh died all too soon, but he lived long enough to 
win the respect even of the Tories in parliament. Before he 
took his seat, however, at the end of the great struggle, the 
Tories positively loathed him, and many of the Liberals who 
voted for his right to sit in the House of Commons did so 
reluctantly, and merely on principle, as men do what they 
cannot help although they regard it as supremely distasteful. 
No insult was too gross to fling at him, no lie was too flagrant 
to tell about him. The orthodox state of mind for several 
years was simply shocking. And just for the reason that 
religious bigotry was inflamed, a heightened odium was 
attached to “ Atheism.”

We are sorry that a few plain words of Mr. Foote’s have 
required such a lengthy explanation, and sorrier still that

July 22, 1900.

-------------------------------------------- ' ivfr. Fo°ie
Mrs. Bonner should have rendered it necessary. 01J
does not intend to be drawn into any dispute wit1 sjl0Uld
general’s daughter, and if further misrepresentation ^  jjaS
occur he will hardly feel called upon to notice them- t|)e 
a right to ask, once for all, that, as he always *. words 
trouble to express himself with tolerable clearness, 1 ,̂erea 
may be allowed to bear their natural meaning. B J aliefl 
cryptic writer there might be some excuse for putting 
significance into his sentences.

„  , !,asbeen
An Alnwick man of God, the Rev. J. J. M. Perr), ¡̂ als, 

preaching “ an impressive sermon ” on kindness to < |iatUfe 
in the course of which he said that “ man in a state 0 
is essentially a cruel animal.” But is not man a crue„legion? 
in a “ state of grace”— that is to say, in a state 01 r (Ufers 
The cruellest torturers in human history have been ¡n 
in the name of God. There is no device for 'n \C|',,prksts 
upon the human organism which has not been used ,1 the 
of the Christian religion. They employed the. r ^ 0\-ed 
wheel, and the thumbscrew ; they flayed people alive, 
their feet in boiling oil, pressed in their ribs wit ^d, 
weights, dropped water upon their heads till they wey eS| on 
and did a multitude of other ingenious infamies- ĝtiah 
the whole, we agree that Parson Perry, as a 1  sllbject 
minister, is an excellent authority on cruelty. It a 
on which he should possess a vast deal of informatio

It is said that Admiral Dewey’s wife has left the g|,e is 
squad and gone next door to the Episcopalians, g ¡sco- 
reported to have been first a Presbyterian, next an J  
palian, then a Theosophist, then a Papist, and is n° j,eats 
to her second lodgings again. For variety the Ia°y 
Mrs. Besant.— Liberator (Melbourne).

c\<chi
Mr:The Rev. F. Cooke, rector of Westbury Parish ^  

Shropshire, had a quarrel with one of his parishion 
Rossall Sandford, and when that gentleman P ^ Qoi 
himself at the holy communion the angry man .̂ ggd 0* 
refused to let him have his share of the body and , tbe 
Christ. Mr. Sandford is the son of a clergyman s|Jglit 
brother of a clergyman, and is reported to feel 1 \vfco 
“ most keenly.” The only party who says nothing, ‘ , gfl
does not appear to be considered, is the one whose 
blood are passed round in the cannibalistic love-feast.

S e i P
Under the heading of “ Hints for the Home’ 1 jj oi*1 

African News gives a recipe for “ Angels’ Food,” 'v 0ilt o1- 
contemporary says is made with gelatine, milk, me ye 
eggs, and lemon juice. No doubt this is a very ag s f s 
compound, but it is not Angels’ Food. The Psalm ¿fried11 
that Angels’ Food is manna. We daresay the S°.f 1 , man). 
News is an excellent paper, and a good authority ® e (it 
things ; but it seems to have an imperfect acquain 
any) with the Bible. ___ ^

“ The Decaying Curate ” is the subject of a sp’lC> 
in the Birmingham Daily Mail. Our contemporaO'. 
the curate is a happy man while he fights shy of ma .eSetib 
As long as he is “ eligible ” he is bombarded with P.^ ffiS 
and attentions, the ladies of the parish gush over g 0glis*j 
“ invertebrate sermons are voted as masterpieces of the & , 
language, his figure is described as charming, a 
expression in church is idolised.” He is the 1 ¡¡¡e
“ simpering spinsters and maudlin matrons. ” °  aj) h>*
moment he commits the crime of taking a wite< .¡¡est 
female idolaters treat him spitefully and say the ' 1 
things about him. Well, we suppose it is natura ■ 
pious female has peculiar ways of her own.

o f

7  bis
• t  ■ *

Lord Salisbury is reported to have declined to  ̂ „ j’Y®
afi

umbrella to the Athenaium Club. “ No, no,” he s ŷ-'¡jop5' 
lost too many in the Athenaeum. I cannot trust the til

—  'st< y ' aDr. Dambergis, Professor of Pharmaceutical Chetm ̂ ¡tp
the University of Athens, has analysed the three ^  ot 
springs near the famous temple of Asklepius, the .gt 
Healing, at Epidauras. It appears that the wa aV-eli 
alkaline, aud beneficial to patients suffering from b iied, 
stone, and diseases of the stomach. Cures were Pfr ■¡-til® 0 
not by the power of Asklepius, but by the medicinal v 
the waters.

There are fifty-two beneficed clergy in the City of L°n'
.don-
sc f

itsThirty are absentees, residing “ in the country or at g 
side,” as the Daily News says. And why not? AS "ti­
the public are foolish enough to find the money, J. |,L,ot5
hardly quarrel with the men of God for keeping theff 
free from the City dust.

,.foUi,-etfNinety degrees in the shade! Yes, and ninety- eV_ . 
some places. We are getting it hotter and hotte ¡̂31 
summer. Perhaps, though, it is a case ol Pr(jvl eS i°( 
mercy. Maybe the Lord is preparing us by slow s 
the extra-tropical weather that prevails in our “  ,̂ell- 
destination. Tempering the heat, so to speak, to ti 
haired goats.



T H E  F R E E T H I N K E R . 4571900.

N.B.

The FREETHINKER is no longer published ̂ 2®u d gate  

^tter-street, but at 1 Stationers’ Hall °  ’ pub_
®ill, London, E.C., the office of the Freethou*
Ushing Company, Limited, w here a ll orders 

®unieations should be addressed.

Mr. Foote’s Engagements.
. -W, t 1
l°n, * y 22i at 7, Hyde Park : Freethoug’ht Demonstra-

Mr.
To Correspondents.

^ S . Rle:sW atts's E n g a g e m en ts.—July 22, at 7, Hyde Park: 
demonstration.- ‘ 'Wmh °"Sht demonstration.—All communications for Mr- 

Ifa~ S,hoVld be sent to him at 24 Carmin.a-road, Balham, 
be encbs *d retl°,recl> a stamped and addressed en 1

aes,T~rTye have passed on your letter to Mr. Cohen, who wit
P, R ,,.r 11 ln our next.
A. o — Thanks for the cuttings ; also for your letter,

in ; 0̂ °SS- S e e  " Sugar Plums.” Glad to see you so interested 
Work> but don’t hurry up your funeral.

The i c iTK— ‘Thanks for your valued and encouraging letter, 
next • Went eth Century Fund will be dealt with at length in on. W, p \ ssun.

• Ball.
1 Hy,' '« ’An  Y  -------»«-»« tdtit U3C1U1 Urt.UC.liCS U1 »

h^déd in T  Ietter sba” appear next week. We
Much obliged for your useful batches of cuttings.

)• P.
youARtRJDge l*le Present issue,

are over-

IV,

•‘MUGg __'p.
have rer • aanks f°r the list. We note, as requested, that

°nOrs
'Q  rep  * 1 ------ «»ou. V* C llULU, rt.3  ICUJUCOUCU«, Illrt-L

for a-e!V.. three parcels of literature from anonymous 
. distribution at Rirmimrham.Deakin 1

V-----—  vve

ie proposed Josi . ••
-ear from him. It will not be easy to send out a 

T°Ur b,' • t;ihe his place during his absence. With regard to
rep r f e y ^ w - ‘ ' '

on at Birmingham.
•Cl to\vaAHIN (Calcutta).—We have received your donation of 

4.;i,rc*s the proposed Joseph Symes Fund, and are holding
llcC r t e ear.fr°m him. - •

, mnnt,esenti W. Collins, we have to say that he is nowItln /■> - - rv iiavv; iw oa.jr mat xxc »3 iiu w
-in, S Christchurch again in the New Zealand parlia 

EVe*al Co
f?nt to ĵ rrespondents write us respecting orders they have 
peir remiff ^°r<̂er> which have not been executed, nor have 
p°rder ances been returned. We can only say that Mr.

ĥlisfjj s *lQ sort of connection now with the Freethought 
n̂t dire^ ^°mpany, to which orders for literature should be 

•t'Oivt £ ’ as is announced in this journal weekly.
Jĵ Ure 'Vl11 try to act on your suggestion when we have 
linkers t 1 So* d°ubt it would be very useful to Free-

have profitable courses of reading pointed out to
Un°f̂ d be the books would be expensive, and recourse

1
ÊAD.-

, l̂ 0rtum,n<iCess'lry 'n most cases to Free Libraries, which are,
la n c e d  ,*/’ not *” • “ ........
> s 'p ! d derature.

as well furnished as they should be with

-'*ua - ^ ur articles on Grant Allen were not meant to be 
rê derst5 vUt a  ̂ criticism is apt to look like that to some 
j arriecl.” t°U aPPear to think that he was not “ lawfully 
a* reform that is your idea, you are mistaken. We believe 
!!nd abolif- marr*a&e laws as much as you do, but reform 
tV^ber of10n ar? two very different things. No doubt a large 
,v!ls direct* marr,a8es are unhappy. People make mistakes in 
. any Pe *?n» as they make mistakes in other directions. And 
, *)d exâ SP e are not good to live with, being callous, selfish,
wive» v lnp* '’- J • . . .
th,/es. and poor friends as they are poor husbands and

?°mmônarbsV,rd t0 cbar*?e ul,on institutions the result of
rySy
We can only

Ìud<?‘Sâ antÌ!?Ìlty_°  ̂hualan nature. And every system has\V 'u£e bv\fntaSes as well as its advantages, 
n C0x V  C balance in any case

Q R̂MBEeRe. Paragraph-
& -Yes, it_ --- , .. .0 very amusing. »«*= uw

e°ple evncr bad s0 much gratuitous advice as 
ate ¡t 'vbo don't belong to it, and some who ; 
■ 'nip-i ’ ° ‘ten show a wonderful interest in itsrtu Ue * - — -

We
bate
rorn;
0rth.
> ld

often
Us

don’t think any 
the N. S. S. 

are known to 
its welfare. It 

the
— M wuo used to tell him how much more effective he

1 u<iy0|| as a Freethought advocate if he took their advice. 
® addedr<i.abT want me to succeed?” he asked. “ Suppose,” 

meSiienge’. 1 le general on the other side in a battle sent in a 
v eu wesr ‘ under the white flag, with an intimation that your
F

°d0x 1 «  Ŵ at Colonel Ingersoll once said about 
M b« .  ̂ used to tell him how much more effectiv

Oi ere all fi • vviLu cm luuiurtuun uiai your
' *r men 1« "rinS to° low a°d hitting nobody, would you tell 
■* ISt>_ 10 Shoot U lr r U ^  O " j  1J. _v«t . &—  *
^ L ing 6 Wl̂  B next week,

H, ° ia*cestS'

ĉler , ~ O f  course it is regrettable that a man like Max 
tkSes of J* ound Jesus in the school of Sheldon and Co. But 
n° Uutt;n̂ Scneration will occur. Thanks for your letter and

, ^0

shoot higher?”
! will deal witl
Glad to hear you are so pleased with Bible

John Sumner.— Miss Vance has shown us your letter. Mr. 
Foote’s two volumes of Flowers of Freethought contain selected 
articles of his from the Freethinker. Perhaps you wish to see a 
more recent selection, which you say would “ form a volume of 
very much more than ordinary interest."

Received.—Newcastle Weekly Chronicle—What is Right?— 
Freethought Magazine — Crescent — Umpire— "Religion and 
Reason,” by “ Truth-Seeker ” (Watts & Co.)—Ethical World— 
Yarmouth Mercury—Sunday Reader— Public Opinion (New 
York)— Boston Investigator —Brann’s Iconoclast— Two Worlds 
— New Century— Liberator— Truthseeker (New York)— Man­
chester Daily Dispatch.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by 
marking the passages to which they wish us to call attention.

The National Secular Society’s office is at 1 Stationers’ Hall Court, 
Ludgate Hill, E.C., where all letters should be addressed to 
Miss Vance.

Lecture Notices must reach 1 Stationers’ Hall Court, Ludgate 
Hill, E.C., by first post Tuesday, or they will not be inserted.

Letters for the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to 
1 Stationers’ Hall Court, Ludgate Hill, E.C.

Orders for literature should be sent to the Freethought Pub­
lishing Company, Limited, 1 Stationers’ Hall Court, Ludgate 
Hill, E.C.

The Freethinker will be forwarded direct from the publishing 
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid :—One year, 
10s. 6d.; half year, 5s. 3d.; three months, 2s. Sd.

Scale of Advertisements :— Thirty words, is. 6d.; every suc­
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:—One inch, 
4s. 6d.; half column, £1 2s. 6d.; column, £2 5s. Special terms 
for repetitions.

Sugar Plums.
T he second Freethought Demonstration of this season 
took place on Sunday morning on Clerkenwell Green. 
There was a capital audience, which grew into a very fine 
one as the speaking proceeded. Mr. Thurlow acted as 
chairman, and addresses were delivered by Messrs. Watts, 
Cohen, and Foote, who were all cordially received and 
warmly applauded. Fortunately, the threatened disorder 
was not even attempted. A more orderly meeting could not 
have been desired. True, a Christian gathering was rather 
too close to the Freethought one, and did its best to cause 
confusion by means of a harmonium and plentiful hymn­
singing. But the Freethought platform held practised 
speakers who were not easily disconcerted.

The third Demonstration took place in the evening in 
Regent’s Park. Mr. Wilson’s brake served as usual for a 
platform, and his handsome pair of prize horses were freely 
admired by the crowd. Mr. Thurlow again acted as chair­
man, and there were four speakers. First came Mr. Heaford, 
who was bright and energetic, and made an excellent im­
pression. Then came Mr. Cohen, who was witty as well as 
philosophical. He was followed with close attention, and 
loudly cheered. Next came Mr. Watts, who explained the 
nature of Secular morality, and whose speech was highly 
appreciated. Last came Mr. Foote, who wound up the pro­
ceedings with a half-an-hour’s address, whicli was profusely 
punctuated with laughter and applause. It should be men­
tioned that two American friends, Mr. and Mrs. Anderson, of 
Chicago, were accommodated with seats on the brake. Such 
meetings are (we believe) quite unknown in America, and the 
visitors found it a most enjoyable novelty.

The most noticeable feature of that Regent’s Park Demon­
stration was its size. It was a large gathering when Mr. 
Heaford spoke, and it went on increasing and increasing 
until it was a vast assembly. It grew still further while Mr. 
Foote was speaking, and his voice, which is none of the 
weakest, had to be forced to its utmost power to reach the 
people on the edge of the crowd. And the meeting was 
orderly and sympathetic from beginning to end, with just 
two slight exceptions. One grey-bearded Christian, who was 
at least old enough to know better, insisted on asking for 
“ explanations,” until the park-keeper came up and explained 
to him that he had better get outside ; and, as the park- 
keeper was a resolute-looking man, who wore the Victoria 
Cross upon his breast, his “ explanation ” was accepted with 
great alacrity. Another interrupter was allowed to remain. 
This was a dark-eyed, eager-looking little woman, who was 
very anxious about the souls of the speakers. About every 
ten minutes she uttered a pious ejaculation. Finally, she 
said that she “ ought to have an hour or two on that brake.” 
Whereupon the people around her were nearly convulsed 
with laughter. One or two hours 1 What a lot she must 
have had to say ! And what she must have suffered with all 
that message from the Lord pent up within her 1

Collections are not allowed in the Royal Parks, otherwise 
the ladies— Miss Vance and the rest—might have taken up a 
good collection on behalf of the N. S. S. For the tremendous
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crowd consisted for the most part of well-dressed people, and 
some of them could obviously have contributed more than 
coppers without missing what they gave. We mention this 
in order to show how necessary it is for Freethinkers to 
provide the sinews of war for such campaigning.

The fourth Demonstration will be held this evening 
(July 22) at 7 o’clock in Hyde Park, near the Marble Arch. 
Messrs. Foote, Watts, Cohen, Moss, and other speakers, will 
address the meeting, which is sure to be a very large one. 
We know for a fact that Freethinkers bring friends to these 
Demonstrations whom they cannot persuade to enter a 
Freethought hall. Hence— as well as for other reasons— the 
wisdom of putting our best advocates on the Demonstration 
platforms.

Besides speaking at Clerkenwell Green on Sunday morn­
ing, and at Regent’s Park in the evening, Mr. Cohen lectured 
at Finsbury Park in the afternoon. This is really too much 
in broiling weather. We strongly advise Mr. Cohen not to 
presume upon his youth. He may have to pay the penalty 
when he is older. And we have too few platform advocates 
to encourage any of them in deliberate (if slow) suicide. 
Besides, Mr. Cohen has for some time been a husband, and 
is now a father, and the future has a personal as well as a 
theoretical claim upon him. ___

Mr. A. B. Moss was also overdoing it last Sunday, 
lecturing in the morning at Station-road, Camberwell, and 
in the afternoon and evening at Brockwell Park, where he 
had fine meetings. We offer him, in all kindness, the same 
advice that we have given to Mr. Cohen. We don’t want to 
see a line on Monday’s newspaper bills, “ Sunstroke to a 
Secular Lecturer.”

Mr. R. P. Edwards had a large audience in Victoria Park 
on Sunday, and his lecture on “ The Teachings of Jesus ” 
was much appreciated. Opposition was offered in the shape 
of questions by the C. E. S. chairman, who steered clear, as 
the lecturer remarked, of every vital point.

J uly

the other emigration, the men go first; the wome.jonal, 
children stay behind. Woman, more tender and emo ^  
cannot give up the old faiths ; she shrinks back ,r0‘ vcS 
new land ; it seems cold and naked to her spirit; slie f:t;ons. 
unto the past, and to the shelter of the old tra 
Probably the bravest among us do not abandon them w 
a pang. The old church has a friendly and sheltering  ̂
after all, and the white monuments in the rear ot »> ^¡ch 
our kindred sleep—how eloquent is the silent appeal ¡̂s 
they make 1 But what can be done ? Thou shalt lea'  ̂
land, the land of thy fathers, is a fiat which has g°n 
as from the eternal.”

Liverpool friends are requested to note that the N. •  ̂
Branch excursion will leave the Alexandra Hall to-day U ¡̂sj, 
at 2 p.m. A prompt start will be made, and those wn 
to join the party should, therefore, be in good time. n£jayS 
also be noted that the Alexandra Hall is closed on .j ¡„ 
during the summer. Open-air meetings are being 11 
another part of the city. __

Mr. Herbert Spencer has sent a donation towards 
Ingersoll Chair in the Liberal University, Silverton, O b
U.S.A. ___

Naturally the conductors of the University arc 
But their organ, the Torch of Reason, might have becit  ̂jjelp 
inspired than to exclaim that the University cannot no ^ a 
becoming “ a great, grand, glorious go.” Ingerson 
master of beautiful English, and it is to be wished tha 
who employ his name could catch a little of his quality-

----- . -n be ^The Freethought Twentieth Century Fund will olJf 
subject of a special article and appeal by Mr. Foot® -nary 
next issue. Friends who have replied to his Prel1. jg-ed> 
circular will there see their communications acknow tjje 
and in some cases dealt with. Those who have rece\one s°> 
circular, and mean to reply to it, but have not yet $. eSfof 
are earnestly requested to write to Mr. Foote by next i 
morning (July 24).

“ Pulpit and Pew ” is a standing heading in the Birmingham 
Weekly Mercury, and number nineteen of the series, in the 

July 14 issue, was devoted to the open-air meetings in the 
Bull Ring. It was brightly and cleverly written by an 
evidently well-practised hand. The young man of earnest 
mien and respectable black coat, with the red tie, opening 
fire on the Thirty-nine Articles, was presumably Mr. H. 
Percy Ward. There was an opposition meeting of Christian 
Endeavorers, but the “ congregation ” only included a few 
small children, who only wanted to hear the singing, while 
“ here was the Secularist with a fast-increasing audience.” 
The reporter tells the gospel truth, and his attitude is strictly 
impartial. What he most admires is the English way in 
which the difference is confined to arguments. In Ireland 
there would (he says) be a bad shindy, in France the rival 
speakers would have soon quarrelled, and in Germany the 
police would have prevented the Secularist meeting altogether. 
We congratulate Mr. Ward on the good impression he made 
upon this reporter.

The Church Gazette replies to Mr. Watts’s article on 
Christianity and Social Evils. We cannot say that our 
contemporary answers the vital arguments in that article, 
but we cheerfully Acknowledge the courtesy of its tone and 
attitude.

Jerome K. Jerome speaks out pretty freely in the Sun on 
the taking of “ Our Religion ” to China. He refers to the 
inhumanity of tug captains recently near New York, of 
lynchings in the Southern States, and of the Grimsby man 
who poured a can of paraffin over a negro cook and then set 
light to him. After these examples of Christianity, he says, 
one “ grows a little tired sometimes of reading slosh about 
this same Christianity and civilisation. Eighteen to nineteen 
hundred years of it. Result— see daily paper. Were the old 
civilisations so much worse ?”

John Burroughs, the delightful American essayist, in his 
recent volume entitled The Light of Day, speaks out boldly 
and plainly on the subject of religion. “ The old theology,” 
he says, “ has few, if any, fast colors, and it has become 
faded and worn under the fierce light of the intense activity 
of our day. Let it go ; it is outgrown and outworn. What 
mankind will finally clothe themselves with to protect them 
from the chill of the great void, or whether they will not 
clothe themselves at all, but become toughened and indifferent, 
is more than I can pretend to say. For my own part, the 
longer I live the less I feel the need of any sort of theological 
belief, and the more I am content to let the unseen powers 
go their way with me and mine without question or distrust.”

The majority of the virile minds have already deserted the 
old faith, Mr. Burroughs says, and he continues : “ And like

Dishonest Critics.
 ̂ III"

[There have been many “ Thanksgiving services ” f°r 0 
successes in the Transvaal War.]

W hy thank the Lord for bloody graves,
O Christians pharisaic ?

Why praise Him, pious fools and knaves, 
Professional and laic ?

In praising God we criticise 
As much as in arraigning ;

And if, when thanking, we are wise,
We’re ditto when complaining.

If God we praise for what is good,
With Reason for our master,

We ought, when in a thoughtful mood,
To blame Him for disaster.

If Reason argues from success 
To God with commendation,

It also argues from distress 
To God with condemnation.

To praise and blame as facts suggest 
Is rightly using Reason ;

Ignoring “ worst ” and praising “ best ”
Is fear and mental treason.

Our praise to God for sieges raised 
Implies this fact egregious :

That God must surely be dispraised 
For letting foes besiege us.

The pious person is an ass 
Who praises God for glad things,

Unless he thinks it right to pass 
His censure for the sad things.

These fruitless God-belauders fill 
The thoughtful man with pity,

As though he saw them try to till 
The kerb-stones of a city.

Bestow your praise and blame on men 
Who profit by and need them,

And not on ghosts beyond your ken,
Who neither need nor heed them. -

G. L. Mac«eKZ ‘

j j i i t t l f
Get your newsagent to take a few copies of the teiC^ 

and try to sell them, guaranteeing to take the copies tna 
unsold. Take an extra copy (or more), and circulate 1 ^ ap 
your acquaintances.’ Leave a copy of the Freethinker , ¿¡S 
then in the train, the car, or the omnibus. Display, ° r aVefl'cl1 
played, one of our contents-sheets, which are ol a co ec»t<0,'‘ 
size for the purpose. Miss Vance will send them on 
Get your newsagent to exhibit the Freethinker in the w>n
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Arks.

of sacred arks. He
Tji
loves to rr sbaw us the origin ui sacicu anvo. n e  
buttons h 1Sr ^’s toy s> h‘s stray treasures, marbles, 
aboutwhLlanS’ etc’ ’ *nt0  a b °x which he can carry 
little trill1 aim’ ° r Put under his pillow at night. These 
enthusias 6S ^  cherished with a kind of religious 
until vve h™ *^e liave no right to smile at the child 
relics, e „ â e ? ufselves ceased to reverence flags, maces
misceliEuch;eristic bread and wine, and the rest of thel ^ C G I  I O  n  C  .  ' '*■*** U l i u  VV 1 I 1 C )  CXLl V.4

The fi P°lit‘cal and religious symbols, 
nrst arks »»»•- c   „___ isacred purpose were 

abylonians. 
originally r

PerhaD arKS ever usec* f° r a
Where ,.ose constructed by the ancient Babylonians 
Fr0tri , the Babylonians come from 
faring, f <T,saores of the Persian gulf. They were a sea- 
MuturaU anc* they carried men and treasures in ships. 
BabyK y tbey carried their gods in ships also. The 
Placed tfi30 Priests made models o f boats in which they 
and kinrll*2 SmaH g'r’ds who were supposed to bring luck 
of the; T arrange the universe so as to suit the needs 
head l l  Worshippers. Old inscriptions in the arrow 
Carrieda'n^Ua^e teH us the holy ships which were 
With b Puhlic processions. They were ornamented

miliant stones ; for gods, like men and women, 
taste for jewelry. In

h;
"Use 
Offers

•Ve a|ways had 
the*- ’ a taste for jewelry. In Egypt, like- 

_ gods patronised the small ships, and the
bot-ng4 , Wa‘ch contained the images of deities we 
H o d J u  uhe Pr!est.s jn boats. The early Hebrews, 
Pickpu'Vea between the Babylonians and the Egyptians, 
H,.. a up 1 — . - -  - - j . --<• - ji~ — — p u u u u v c  c u a iu n i)  ctnu u e n c v c u  Liicti
Accord’ a^orc*ed them special favor and protection, 
be do lnK P° their national legend, the first objects to

s S S ' le d ' ■m the ark were the two tables of stones 
It"o'tTt with the Ten W ords or Commandments 

c0nce; lkelT H at a people with very little culture would 
We hr, 6 *h_e idea of a precious stone manuscript. But
uy the'I * âP stones have been everywhere worshipped 
readilv iUrnaa race in its fetishistic stage. W e can 
PreservedITlâ ''ne tbat the forefathers of the Jews 
"s tok .° ne or two stoues in their sacred ship or box 
frotn t l nS bbe divine presence. Meteorites fallen 
respectle uPper air would be regarded with profound 
Pe°p] ’ and embodiments of the gods themselves, 
just as w?uld be forbidden to look into the holy coffer, 
the ga-aristocratic persons withdraw themselves from 
the ¿Ig6- the populace ; and the higher the rank of 
<lweliibnitary- tbe *ar&er ‘s the park that surrounds the 
cerem anc* the more difficult are the approaches and 
Testamnies necessary for access. There is an Old 
UpOQ 11 fable which relates how a great calamity fell 
lift the T' rU^e v‘ llagers of Beth-Shemesh who dared to 
°bjects an  ̂ *°°*'!: ‘ llto tbc ar^ The squire
•■ ootn . the vulgar yokels peeping in at his dining- 
rUspecte ,ln^°ws ’ anc  ̂ tbe £oc*s want their privacy

Puopie ^°ubt, as time elapsed, the more intelligent 
option V?u^  begin to see the grossness of this con- 
°f a k:_°. ^ °d enclosed in a box.1. - enclosed in a oox. Some such supporter 
S a ^ e r  religion wrote a verse into the book of 
'Vent w u ^am- vi. 2) as follows : “ David arose, and 
Judah t al* *-be people that were with him from Baale 
callecj ’ r 3 bring up from thence the ark of God, which is 
S t . s Z S  Name> even the Name of the Lord of 
of the "n*' s'tteth upon the cherubim.” This description 
Posses arj w°uld seem to be a gentle hint that the Lord 
arli, atl i a ârg'er personality than could be put into the 
the ¡\j  ̂ tbat the box only had a value because it bore
"'¡th k-me ° f  the Deity and was traditionally connected

................................  —mass
But it is quite 

of the Hebrew
clear from 

could
the Bible

<ong mass of the Hebrew people could not, for 
Thk, ‘me- get so far forward on the way to Rationalism 
The ere sure that God and the box *■---- i ‘- "
''ftini?.61111 of
iribei
et thi

th,

e [. °ure tnat God and the box went together, 
iting nĉ  ° f  the W ilderness represents the priests 
¡k-S he ark at each fresh stage of the journey of the 

and Moses then cries : “ Rise up, O Yahveh, and- mi -------- tuvu u ib o  . LViac U]J, V/ X ctllVCIIj clliu

ee f)ee ®nemies be scattered ; and let them that hate 
» - e before thee.” And when the ark rested and

th,
‘Hitlle 'vandi

5tUrn 
Quandi 

>re\v

rn 6n rS camPe£f f° r the night, the Leader said : 
’ D Yahveh, unto the ten thousands of the

Thus, to the imagination of the 
the ark uj^besmen, the Lord was bodily contained in

htied passenger in a sedan-chair. From this 
he directed the course of thechancellerie

planets and planned the rise and fall of empires, in the 
manner of the great Napoleon, who wrote despatches 
and transacted the affairs of government while travelling 
in his coach from one battle-field to another. Y et he 
did not always find it possible to evade capture. W hen 
the Israelites were grappling with the invasion of the 
Philistines from the sea-coast, they suffered a defeat. A 
council of war was held, and the resolution passed : 
“ Let us fetch the ark of the covenant of Yahveh out of 
Shiloh unto us, that it may come among us, and save 
us out of the hand of our enemies.” The chest was 
borne into camp amid immense demonstrations of joy, 
and Israel went out to fight with a feeling of 
invincibility. Unfortunately, the ark, with its august 
Contents, fell into the hands of the enemy. It proved 
to them as bad a property as the W ooden Horse to the 
Trojans. Out of the W ooden Horse sprang the armed 
Greeks, and out of the ark issued a train of disasters 
to the  ̂ Philistines. Their god Dagon collapsed into 
ridiculous fragm en ts; uncountable swarms of mice 
furnished the ladies of Ashdod with a topic for lively 
conversation ; and an outbreak of skin - disease 
exhausted the medical resources of the government. 
Yahveh and the ark were humbly restored to their 
native soil, and, for many years, the sacred coffer was 
preserved with peculiar honor. K ing David placed 
the ark in a tent on Mount Zion, and Solomon 
transferred it to the inner sanctuary of his Temple. 
That part of the Old Testament which critics call the 
Priestly Code (a document which can be traced through 
the first six books of the Bible, and which dates from 
the period of the Exile in Babylon) shows an attempt 
to raise the dignity of the ark. This priestly account 
describes the sacred chest as covered with gold, over­
shadowed by golden cherubim, and as concealed in a 
chamber which was entered only once a year by the 
High Priest.

Finally, the ark disappeared altogether. W hat 
became of it ? Some say it was carried off by the 
Babylonian conquerors of Jerusalem in the year 586 b.c. 
Others say it was hidden at that time of trouble and 
ruin by the prophet Jeremiah, who buried the ark and 
the altar of incense in a cave ; and there, according to 
the dream of pious seers, these holy objects would 
remain until the last days. The Apocalypse (Rev. 
xi. 19) says that when the seventh angel sounds his 
magical trumpet the heavens will open and men will 
see the temple of God, and in the temple that very 
ark which was lost to view for so many centuries.

But the obvious fact is that the religion of Israel had 
become more refined. The higher teaching of prophets 
like Isaiah and Micah had prevailed, and the Jews could 
no longer believe in a God who resided in a species of 
portmanteau. The old fetish was discredited. God 
always has to follow the track of the human mind. 
W hen the human mind rises and broadens, God also 
rises and broadens. The deity who once dwelt in a 
model boat expanded, like the genie in the legend of 
the Arabian Nights, until he covered the starry heavens 
and embraced all the complexities o f time and history. 
This was a natural and healthy development of the 
religious intellect, and it is a development which is 
still to be completed. A  remnant of the ancient 
fetishism lingers in the belief that the Primal Cause, or 
the Divine Essence of things, resides in a circumscribed 
heaven, or can be specially interviewed in shrines and 
churches. Reason will gradually force theology from 
these last refuges. For a long time to come the 
theistic idea will stay in the shape of pantheism— the 
doctrine which regards the whole cosmos itself as the 
habitation and substance of God. This creed— which I 
do not accept, but which is at least dignified and austere 
— will at last give way to positivism pure and simple.

F. J. G ould.

Minorities.
All that is great and judicious is found in the minority. 

There have been ministers who have had the people and the 
king against them, and have carried out their great plans 
alone. It must never be supposed that reason can be popular. 
Passion and feeling may become popular ; but reason will 
ever remain the possession of a few eminent individuals.—  
Goethe.
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Man and Evolution.
W ith  the second of the series of lectures by the Rev. J. 
Scott Lidgett, entitled “ Evolution and M an,” we find 
ourselves in agreement on many points ; but from many 
of his conclusions we dissent most heartily, and they 
seem to us to utterly invalidate his chief arguments. It 
is, however, a source of satisfaction to us to find that 
Mr. Lidgett sweeps aside the ordinary orthodox notion 
of the teachings of Darwin as a “ caricature ” ; and he pro­
ceeds to state the conclusions of Darwin with more 
scientific precision than we are in the habit of getting 
from less trained and more bigoted controversialists. 
He quotes the words of Professor Alfred Russel W allace 
as follows :—

“  On the whole, then, we find no one of the great apes 
can be positively asserted to be the nearest to man in 
structure. Each of them approaches him in certain 
characteristics, while in others it is widely removed, 
giving the idea so consonant with the theory as developed 
by Darwin that all are derived from a common ancestor, 
from which the existing anthropoid (man-like) apes, as 
well as man, have diverged.”

In support of this view we think that there is not 
only “ abundant and well-nigh irresistible evidence,” as 
Mr. Lidgett admits, but we claim that there is over­
whelming proof. The late Professor Drummond in his 
Ascent of Man, Professor Haeckel in his Pedigree 
of Man, as well as Huxley and Darwin, have demon­
strated this up to the hilt. Take first the embryological 
evidence. Haeckel says :—

“ The phylogenetic importance of ontogeny, the value 
of the study of the embryo as an evidence in regard to 
pedigree, is in the first place based upon the fact that 
every organism, in its development from the egg, runs 
through a series of forms, through which in like succession 
its ancestors have passed in the long course of earth’s 
history. The history of the embryo, therefore, is a picture 
in little, an outline of that of the race.” (.Pedigree of Man, 
page 270.)-

The Rev. Scott Lidgett, then, admits that, as far as 
man’s physical structure is concerned, man has come up 
from some lower animal form, and that his nearest 
known progenitor was an anthropoid ape ; but while he 
argues that evolution teaches that all phenomena—  
whether physical or mental (and mental, after all, are 
physical)— are “ the result of a gradual, orderly, self- 
continuing evolution or development,” he wants to make 
an exception to this rule (which admits of no exceptions), 
and to agree with Russel W allace in his belief that the 
higher nature of man— the spiritual— has been super- 
added by a special divine act. But what evidence has 
Mr. Lidgett for this ? He advances none. The fact 
that Mr. Russel W allace is a “  spiritist,” and believes 
that man has a spirit in him that can exist apart from 
the body, is no evidence that this assumption is true. 
Besides, we may ask, at what stage in the evolution of 
the animal does the spirit come into him ? And what is 
it doing before it comes in ? Does it exist eternally, 
or does it begin to be ? If it begins to be, there is a 
reasonable presumption that it will cease to be. And if 
it always was, in what sense can it be said to be super- 
added? W e once remember asking Colonel Olcott, 
then president of the Theosophical Society, whether he 
believed that all men possess a spirit within them that 
would endure when the body was dust, and he answered 
“ Certainly.” When we further pressed'him  to say 
whether he believed that idiots possessed this spirit, he 
replied : “  Y es ; only in this case the spirit has had the 
misfortune to get into a rotten tenement.”  Now this 
we hold to be a perfectly logical answer, for the spirit or 
soul in this case has a separate existence, apart alto­
gether from the body, and has not been the result of any 
evolution of the mental faculties, nor has it been super- 
added by any divine act, but is an eternal existence ; 
was alive before the child was born, and will endure 
after the child has developed into manhood, and grad­
ually passes into second childhood— “ sans teeth, sans 
eyes, sans taste, sans everything,” and finally dies and 
is buried. The Rev. Scott Lidgett says :—

“ Two things may be broadly affirmed. In the 
first place, there are marvellous approximations here and 
there between the higher animals and man. Man has 
much of the animal about him, and, on the other hand, 
many of the animals display striking foreshadowing of
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many of the intellectual, emotional, and moral c 1 
istics of man.” ent,

W ith this affirmation we are in complete a^rf jeCfion 
but the affirmation which follows is open to 0 J 
and worthy of critical examination :—  . rval

“ Secondly, it is equally true that an enormous 
— physical, mental, moral, and spiritual lies • ouSness, 
man and the higher animals. In his selLconsci j ancl 
in the grasp and range of his reason, in his spjrl rnaStery 
moral nature, in his pursuit of the ideal, in hlS  ̂0f it 
of the world by growing knowledge, and in the 0f 
as the instrument of the higher life, in his p man 
language, and, above all, in what we call progre ’ ¡mal 
belongs to a totally different realm to the who e ^  0f 
world beside, even though the difference may b®, 
degree (and vast in this respect), and not of kmiL ^  

Now the essence of the above sentence is contain^^ 
the last few words. Wonderful as man s . ef 
powers are, they differ from those of the 8 ^  
animals only in degree, and not in kind. [ gsseS 
think and remember, and carry on whole Pr°C

uch aS
th e

of reason. Moreover, all animals that can be 
to go through any kind of performance s 
horses in the circus, dogs, elephants, etc.— requl.r^ OIJ 
faculties of perception, attention, memory, and itn\ ‘ io0l 
well developed. Animals, it must be remembere 
have language, as Darwin has shown, and it is a 
to deride their powers of expressing their ern° 
because we do not understand them. < as

But what does Mr. Lidgett mean by spirltua tj)e 
distinguished from moral nature ? Does he mean 
poetical and the aesthetical ? And surely these ¡t
are naturally evolved, and if they are purely naJ-?r 3 
is a little egotistical for man to put himself in 
totally different realm ” when the difference is only 
of degree, and not of kind.

There is a marvellous difference of degree between
intellect of a Hottentot and that of a Herbert
yet they are both men ; and we have not yet hea a
anybody classing Herbert Spencer as belonging' —  ̂
“ totally different realm ” from his less favored 
less developed brother, the Hottentot. And when 
Lidgett is speaking of the enormous degree of diner. 
between the intellect of man and the lower animalSii 
only fair that he should compare the intelligence 0
highest among the lower animals with the lowest m 
and he will then find that there is far more differ®‘  ̂
between the brain power and intelligence of the hig 
man and those of the lowest man than there is bet" 
the lowest man and the highest ape. Observe v 
Darwin has to say on this head :—  ^

“ A difference of degree, however great, does jjj 
justify us in placing man in a different kingdom, as 0{ 
be best illustrated by comparing the mental P0"® o0. 
two insects— namely, a coccus and an ant, which j, 
doubtedly belong to the same class. The different . j
here greater than, though of a somewhat different 
from, that between man and the highest mammal

kn'“
The

female coccus, whilst young, attaches itself by >ts P eS 
boscis to a plant, and sucks the sap, but never nl? |e 
again ; is fertilised and lays eggs ; and this is its vVl j 
history. On the other hand, to describe the habits 
mental powers of the worker ant would require a 
volume. I may, however, specify a few points. a[1j  
certainly communicate information to each other, y 
several unite for the same work or games of play. 1 Jt( 
recognise their fellow ants after months of absence» , 
feel sympathy for each other. They build great e , gjt 
keep them clean, close the doors in the evening and P' 
sentries. They make roads as well as tunnels ,un-t(1g 
rivers and temporary bridges over them by cling* j 
together. They collect food for the community; ^  
when an object too large for entrance is brought to 
nest they enlarge the door, and afterwards build it ^  
again. They store up seeds, of which they prevent 
germination, and which, if damp, are brought to 
surface to dry. They keep aphides and other insects 
milch cows.” (Descent of Man, page 147.)

Thus we see that the vast difference of degre® 
intelligence, between these two insects, does not p f  
one in a “  different kingdom ” from the other, accord* » 
to Darwin ; and neither can we allow a similar differ®*1 j. 
between man and the higher animals to be a suffix1® „ 
reason for placing man in a “ totally different r e a l ly  
The question of the alleged intellectual, moral) 3 
spiritual difference between man and the higher atlirn t0 
is a very large o n e ; and we, therefore, propose 
devote a special article to its consideration.

A r t h u r  B. M o ?»*
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Correspondence.
TH E FALL O F MAN.

TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER. ,

“ TuR’~ ln your ' ast ISSUC y °u liave y '° niprp-v are afraid to The Clergy and Debate,”  which implies cle g) and,
discuss-their beliefs. This description does not suit me ,
therefore, both as a rlerorvm«"mior.! -¡htssion
S  this

to
p: issuenppm.”

To.

as a clergyman and a subscriber, I ask p_er- 
give you a Christian view of the Fall, which 

you ridicule under the heading of “ That

10 spare your space I will condense my Christians
e most happy to reply to any objections. innocence,

believe Adam and Eve lived in a state o f child Jf wg takg 
tYith no evil inclinations o f either mind o , ’ ¡s hard 
be Ten Commandments as illustrating m ‘ . knew of no 

See where they could have gone wrong. / a(| they any
tber God, or of m aking graven image , seventh day.
eason to blaspheme or decline to rest i.;n the other,
hey had no parents, would be sorry eit slander, or

and could not commit adultery, or stea ,
c°vet. . and rejoice
• ®tlU creature perfection requires us to rea ^¿am>s sub- 
. a felt dependence on our Creator. njaced in Eden,
iec ion to this law, the tree o f knowledg and a more •• a. ITlOrp 1 «-ICC Ul KUU W ICU ^U  W¿IS J-JldOCU i l l  Uevatiij,

lf?agined x̂ c . ent test under the circumstances cannot be 
knr>—t * - a^mid much mvsfenniiQ. wf» hold there is a snecies 

Cr
'nathes it

*
freatedh^®'e u'bich the Creator can safely know, but which ton oeinp-s rannnt -tm •_ • _ i___ i t j_„r

much mysterious, we hold there is a species 
ich tl ' ' '

ngs cannot. This is the knowledge of evil. God
cannot tell .WiC cann°t help loving it. Why this should be I 
?nr time - ’ ri.State âct- When we recollect how short is 
boundig 'n .IS world, and how small our knowledge of the 
n'ysteries Universe> we should not be surprised at the 
'J’e are a connected with Christianity ; more especially when 
^SnostL- are dle mysteries and difficulties connected with 

The sin1?  Are tenfold greater.
1? render th ^dam and Eve was deliberate. Their object was 
Deity kne ernSe*ves independent of God, by learning all that 
c°nimittejW‘ ^ would be as absurd to say that a man who 
°ne f,„ u murder by gunshot was hanged for pressing with 
1}lerelv nlr ° y metal, as to say all trouble befell us by
defiance Ui '. 1 nS an apple. It was an attempt to set God at 
• ĉrinhi Produced this awful result. 
lrUo tiqs states it was the craft of a serpent which led Eve 
reptik It further discloses, subsequently, that the
Satan .as ,on this occasion the unconscious instrument of 
Devil co 1 *  ̂ contmue to believe this until I am shown the

Mow j n°t have employed a snake for such a purpose. 
eXplan’ • as ĉ’ can y°u or any of your readers give a better 
{hat of p°n °f. the condition in which we find ourselves than 

.toric a 6nesis> which comes down to us from the earliest 
Mth co n ^ j? If so, let us have it. Remember we find ourselves 
a .c°nsc;tra°*Ctor.y mstincts. We have inclinations to sin, and 
tiixej mence which forbids us to indulge them. No such 
af>rees and moral condition is found elsewhere, and it
Perf6C(. °Tf erfully with the theory of our having been once 
}’°U wii] l’011 give a better account than that of Scripture, 
l^rin.i-; ma ie me an Agnostic. But assuredly no scoffing or 

s a worthy method of dealing with the question, 
iqt- p H enry J. Alcock, M.A.

°rtsdown-road, W .; July 12, 1900.

OBJECTIONABLE RELIGION.
TO THE EDITOR OFTHE EDITOR OF " T H E  FREETHINKER.

term Djdl is continually hinting that I invented the
the /,v , fle ctio n  able Religion.” If he will kindly refer to 
Mr. Go la n̂her of April 29, he will see that it originated with 
enmi0vu,,d himself, and I hold it only ordinary politeness to 
not *' lc bibels which people apply to themselves. I do 
lltl;ible'f°W what this religion is, and its adherents seem 
As t0 • give any information about its doctrines and ritual. 

lts meaning ; well—
Ds meaning we’ll quickly dispose of.

 ̂ it  has no mortal meaning that anyone knows of.
tains *qj tJle (ordinary variety, that fellow “ Chilperic ” main-

rshi ) ‘ religion ” signifies “ a system of faith and
tv°mg‘P-” But everybody is aware that “ Faith ” is a 
tllagi t S name ; while “ worship” is a title applied to 
" Yo,, rates- When you address a magistrate, you say 
ti0n f, Worship,” so that, according to “ Chilperic’s ” defini- 
is a’ _ mhgion ” consists of a lady and a magistrate. This
DhrfJm'T convincing style of argument, and has quite aj w u v u i u u i ;  s iy ie  o i a 

Mr 13r ^ v*dence ring about it.
itlstru .. ad has written a number of entertaining and 
they j “ Ve letters, but I may be permitted to remark that 
he^; Qeal with a vast variety of subjects that have no 
“ relief °P the question of the meaning of the word

with a
°n the _ _

Workf0?-” There have been numberless religidns in this 
Se]v °* .°,urs. and the adherents of each have felt them- 
follo Privileged to quarrel with all the others. The 
Carrv ers °f the religion of Mohammed felt constrained to 
- • War into the territories of nations that had never 

them. The European religions sent out crusades“Ä d w

which gave rise to a great deal of misery. The Spaniards 
introduced a Holy Inquisition to torture and murder people 
in the cause of religion. The French massacred 40,000 
persons in one night on account of their religion. The 
Germans had a war for thirty years on the question of 
religion. We have professors of religion among us to-day 
whose chief amusement is to tell falsehoods about those who 
differ from them. And we should be really obliged if Mr. 
Ball would explain what “ religion ” is, that it should give 
rise to all these wars, murders, and massacres ; or why it 
should generate such a spirit of evil-speaking, lying, and 
slandering among its adherents.

Then we have to pay i2%&. in the £  for School Board 
Rate ; and hear a great deal about the necessity for “ religion” 
in the Board schools. Perhaps Mr. Ball will explain what 
this “ religion ” is, and how much it will add to the rates 
when we get it in the Board schools.

Lastly, we have a number of people (doubtless misguided 
beings) calling themselves Atheists, Agnostics, Secularists, 
and Freethinkers, who are all agreed in opposing “ religion.” 
We should be gratified to learn what “ religion ” is, that these 
individuals should take such pains to oppose it.

C h i l p e r i c .

WOMEN AND FREETHOUGHT.
TO THE EDITOR OF “  THE FREETH IN KER .”

S ir,— In reading your valuable paper I am often struck 
with the optimistic view taken by certain of your writers as 
to the future of Freethought. So long as the greater part of 
mankind, and that part those who have the training of the 
young at the most impressionable period of their lives, have 
their imaginations fed on Sundays at the expense of their 
reason, I cannot see much prospect of a change for the better 
in the condition of things. What a decoction of improba­
bilities is served up in all churches for our delectation !— tales 
so wild and impossible that the stories of our childhood, 
Little Red Riding-Hood, Beauty and the Beast, etc., are 
reasonable in comparison.

It is surprising that “ the sex” which, as a rule, is smart 
at a bargain and quick to seize an advantage in shopping 
expeditions, cannot put two and two together in church, nor 
reason their way out of the maze of words which hypnotises 
them. Is it the mechanical standing up and sitting down, 
or the monotonous voice of the minister descanting on the 
same old themes, or is their sole attention given to the 
finery of their neighbors, and thus their higher faculties 
become somnolent ? The mischief begun on Sunday is con­
tinued during the week. Only works of imagination are 
read by women and girls as a rule ; even newspapers, except 
the silly ladies’ papers, are passed by, while they pore by the 
hour over works of imagination by authors of the type of 
Marie Corelli, Mrs. Henry Wood, etc. Can we wonder that 
so few women find time to think their way out of the bondage 
of superstition into the ways of “ sweet reasonableness ” ? It 
is “ an ill bird that fouls its own nest,” but I must say we are 
not fit for the franchise nor to have equal rights with man. 
All the power given into our hands would be incontinently 
given over to the ministers of religion. It would mean a 
setting back of the clock to the time of the Middle Ages. I 
used to think equality for women meant more merciful treat­
ment for the downcast and the unfortunate, but one cannot 
forget that women took part in the Auto da Fits and burning 
of heretics of old ; and in these times, in America, where an 
advanced civilisation is supposed to obtain, women look 
calmly on while an untried negro is lynched and tortured. 
Not one has been known to protest, and put herself between 
the baited wretch and his tormentors. The raising of women 
must come from the outside. First of all, counter attractions 
are wanted to the church on Sundays. We must snatch 
back that seventh part of the week which, somehow or 
other, the clergy have taken for ages past as their own. 
Then, most of all, will come relief to children from the 
intolerable dreariness of the seventh day. May you prosper 
in your crusade against this and all other oppressions.

E lizabeth.

The Editor Rebels.
When a man is busy, and trying to make a modest living, 

nothing irritates him more than to have a bearded woman 
rush in and take up his time in trying to get a subscription 
for the establishment of missions that are not needed. Men 
dislike this sort of women very much ; a sight of one of them 
makes a man cross for half a day. Women of this character 
may think that they are doing good work, and that men have 
great respect for them ; but they are mistaken.—Atchison 
Globe.

“ What did the minister do when you inadvertently dropped 
the buckshot into the plate ?” asked one Kentuckian. “ He 
was very much annoyed,” said the other ; “ he looked at me 
severely, and said that this was a church collection, not a 
campaign contribution.”
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

\Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, 
and be marked “ Lecture Notice," i f  not sent on post-card.]

LONDON.
T he Athenaeum Hall (73 Tottenham Court-road, W.): Closed 

during the summer.
Open-air Propaganda.

Hyde Park (near Marble Arch) : 7, Freethought Demonstra­
tion.

Station-road (Camberwell): 11.30, E. Pack.
Brockwell Pa r k : 3.15, W. Heaford ; 6.30, R. P. Edwards.
Peckham Rye : 3.15, R. P. Edwards.
F insbury Park : 3.30, A lecture.
V ictoria Park (near the Fountain): 3.15, C. Cohen.
Battersea Park Gates : 11.30, A lecture.
Clerkenwell G reen : 11.30, W. J. Ramsey.
K ingsland (corner of Ridley-road) : 11.30, W. Heaford.
Mile End Wa st e : 11.30, F. A. Davies; 7.15, A lecture. July 

25, at 8.15, R. P. Edwards.
Edmonton (corner of Angel-road) : 7, A lecture.
W est Ham Branch (Stratford Grove): 7.30, C. Mowbray.

COUNTRY.
Birmingham Branch (in the Bull Ring): 11, H. Percy 

Ward ; 7 (Prince of Wales’ Assembly Rooms), H. Percy Ward, 
“ The Dishonorable Policy of the Liberal Education Eight." Mr. 
Ward will also lecture In the Bull Ring on Wednesday and Friday 
evenings at 8— weather permitting.

C hatham Secular Society (Queen’s-road, New Brompton): 
Closed during the months of July and August.

Liverpool : Alexandra Hall, Islington-square, closed until 
September 2. Outdoor lectures at the Monument, bottom of 
London-road, on August 12, 19, and 26, at 7 p.m.; and on 
Septembers, at 3 p.m.

Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockinghum- 
street): 7, A Friendly Gentleman Visitor, Lecture or Reading.

South Shields (Captain Duncan’s Navigation Schools, Market­
place) : 7.30, Final arrangements for Picnic.

Lecturers’ Engagements.
C. Cohen, 17 Osborne-road, High-road, Leyton.—July 22, a., 

Victoria Park ; e., Hyde Park Demonstration. 29, m., Station- 
road, Camberwell: a., Peckham Rye; e., West Ham Demon­
stration.

Arthur B. Moss, 44 Credon-road, London, S.E.—July 22, 
Northampton. 29, m., Mile End ; e., Stratford. August 26, m., 
Mile End.

H. Percy Ward, 2 Leamingtou-place, George-street, Balsall- 
Heath, Birmingham.—July 22, Birmingham. 29, Manchester. 
August 3, Birmingham ; 12, Failsworth ; 19, Northampton; 26, 
Birmingham.

F. A. D a v ie s , 65 Lion-street, S.E.—July 29, m., Station- 
road ; a., Peckham Rye.

Ingersoll’s Last Lecture.

“ W HAT IS RELIGION?”
A n Address delivered before the American Free Religious 

Association, at Boston, June 2, 1899.

Freethinkers should keep a copy of this Lecture always by 
them. It was Ingersoll’s last utterance on the subject of 
religion. It shows him to have been a “ rank Atheist ” to the 
very end. Moreover, it is a summary of his life’s teaching, 
and embalms his ripest thought.

P R IC E  T W O P E N C E .

London : The Freethought Publishing Company, Limited,
1 Stationers’ Hall Court, E.C.

Y OU SHOULD SEND for my new price list of Vegetarian and 
Health Foods (and other Goods). I have the best stock 

in these lines in the West Midland Counties, and I want to sell 
them. This advertisement will appear next week to remind you 
that the address is

J. 0. BATES, Vegetarian Stores, 42 Victoria-street, 
Gloucester.

FISH.— Fishmongers and Fish-friers supplied at lowest prices.
A trial solicited. Write for price list and terms to J. W. 

Wittering, Wholesale Fish Merchant, Fish Dock, Grimsby.MARGATE.— SEA BATHING. Mrs. S. A. (widow), a Free­
thinker, 11 Vicarage-crescent, Margate, is desirous of 

receiving Lodgers or Boarders. Bedroom 3s. per night, and 
Bed and Board from'js. per day and upwards.

NOW READY.

A New Edition
OF

IN G E R S O L L ’S
“ MISTAKES OF MOSES.
Handsomely, printed on good paper and bound in stiffpaper c

Price One Shilling.

Also an Edition de Luxe
Printed on Superfine Paper and Elegantly Bound in

Price Half-a-Crown.

London : The Freethought Publishing Company, Linn* 
1 Stationers’ Hall Court, E.C.

Freethought Works-
The Mortality Of the S011I. By David Hume. No* inclU

in ordinary editions of Hume’s l£ssays. ¿q.
Liberty and Necessity. By David Hume. qd. th«
Assays In Rationalism. By Charles Robert N f 'p r e fc f  

Atheist brother oi the late Cardinal Newman. Wd” a 6d* 
by G. J. Holyoake, and Biography by J. M. Wheeler*  ̂^

The Rights Of Man. By Thomas Paine. With a ?(M'C* 
graphy by J. M. Wheeler, is. ; cloth edition, 2S. <<As

Satires and Profanities. By James Thomson (BAjr 
clever as they are often profane.”— Christian World. ’ of 

A Refutat'on Of Deism. By Shelley. Really a De e 
Atheism. 4d. _ . „  A**Paine.

is.Miscellaneous Theological Works. By Thomas 
his writing’s on Religion except ihe Age of Reason. 1-”

Pagan Mythology; or, the Wisdom of the Ancients-
Lord Bacon, is.

Church of England Catechism Examined.
Work, which narrowly escaped prosecution. 
Bentlmm. is.

Utilitarianism. By Jeremy Bentham. 3d.
Free Will and Necessity. By Anthony Collins 

from 1715 edition, with Biography of Collins by J. 
and Preface ajid Annotations by G. W. Foote

i\lasstedy

By Jerc«•y

Rep1"11■ inte“
ieri

that “ Collins writes with wonderful power and 2!”
reasoning.” is. ; superior edition, on superfine paper.

The Code Of Nature. By Diderot and D’Holbach. -L ’ j[ans 
The Essenee of Religion. God the Image of

Dependence upon Nature the Last and Only Source 01. y  afl 
By Ludwig Feuerbach. “ No one has demonstra bette 
explained the purely human origin of the idea ot u 
than Ludwig Feuerbach.”—Buchner, is.

London : The Freethought Publishing Company, 
i Stationers’ Hall Court, E.C.

LimitelA,

CHARLES W ATTS’S WRITINGS'

Sold by the Freethought Publishing Company,
1 Stationers’ Hall Court, E.C.

Education : True and False -
Evolution and Special Creation -
Why Do Right ? A Secularist’s Answer - 
The Secularist’s Catechism - -
Tactics of Christian Disputants - 
Was Christ a Reformer ? -
Secularism arid Problems of the Day 
Theological Presumption - 
Reply to Father Lambert - 
Agnosticism and Theism 
Nature and the Supernatural -
The Existence of God
Secularism : Destructive and Constructive
The Christian Sunday Superstition
Bible Morality - - - - -
The Death of Christ - -
Origin and Character of Christianity
The Teachings of Secularism - - '  x
D e b a te  on Secularism. \\ ith the Editor of the Ha

(Canada) Evening Mail - - -
The Glory of Unbelief -
Happiness in Hell - 
Collected Pamphlets. Voi. I. - 
Collected Pamphlets. Voi. II.

Order direct from the Freethought Publishing L-0,
1 Stationers’ Hall Court, London, E.C.

Li«1'
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A Pair of Trousers for Nothing.
have

again s a c r e d  a  quantity of 
Pattern lengths all new, all perfect, and all in 
qualities. They are real Scotch Tweeds, every 
w°ol, and consist of all Shades in Grey, Brown, ^  >

and Green Mixtures, Checks, Diagonals, anc'  tr p at 
making them up into Trousers to

am 
lQS.
ever
bu;

P 6 P p a i r  Carriage Paid, and I guarantee
 ̂Pair to be worth 15s. 6d. in the ordinary way of

. s,uess. And again I make my oft-repeated offer thaC 

lf anyone gets a pair, and he is dissatis e  ̂ W1
^ue, I wm return the 10s. 6d. and allow h.m to keep 
the Trousers.

How to Get a Pair for Nothing.
Every person buying a  Pair and showing them to 

E'ends, and thus securing for me six other o ^  
th's matchless line of goods, will receive 
â<-k> and so get

A  Pair of Trousers for Nothing.
Sec • *

U'ar'lsts everywhere should send for my 20 samples 
tJ 0s' Lounge Suits to Measure. W hether you are 
|sĵ  0r Poor, you cannot get better value in the British

2i^sk your wife and sisters to send for samples of my 
S' Costumes made to measure.

2 & 4 Union-street, Bradford.

T H E  B E S T  B O O K
ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, I BELIEVE,

Mo r a l it y , or t h e  t h e o r y  a n d  p r a c t ic e

B
*6o

OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

,y J- R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.S.S.
fia,«te,

tu
VlQ

’ portrait and autograph, bound in cloth, gilt lettered,
Price is., post free.

>mp0r. rinf? the information within the reach of the poor, the 
fl. Ses a, ant parts of the book are issued in a pamphlet of 112 

... °UE Pe b k u _C____ - I  -r  .. r  . . . -R a t i o n " 8 PENNY> post free 2d. Copies of the pamphlet forX. 11 Is. a rl----- ----- • r1q] Â at
 ̂ »mes* p --- « vfunner 01 oeptemDer 4, 1592, says : " Mr.

t0 °'^alth,,m-P'>let...... is an almost unexceptional statement of the
th *i0ral feeplan theory and practice......and throughout appeals
j„ Neo-Ni iJ”8'.;....The special value of Mr. Holmes’s service to 
pt1 his comi ■ Us‘.an cause and to human well-being generally is
of n cal ana lnat'ou in his pamphlet of a plain statement of the
„ the rv, Q moral n u J  r— c— :i~ —  —:.t .---0er,

Hatin' f  ^ozen Post free.
Parnnhi ^former of September 4, 1892, says : “ Mr.

lhe mean moral need for family limitation with a plain account 
[I)ed of t),S which it can be secured, and an offer to all con- 
h® Conn r,e4uisites at the lowest possible prices.”
|*tt, an[j of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr. 

êrs sho, i j ers’ have’ also spoken of it in very high terms, 
rp 11 d be sent to the author,

R< Mo l m e s , HANNEY, WANTAGE, BERKS.

Thwaites’ Liver Pills.
’I'h -----—

RidnLBest Fam'ly Medicine in the World. Will cure Liver, 
’ and all Stomach Diseases effectually.Q
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THWaitiTES, Herbalist, Stockton-on-Tees.
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