
T H E

Freethinker
E d ite d  b y  G . W . F O O T E .

/oi~ X X — No. 24. S unday, June 17, 1900. Price T wopence.

Breaking China.

ftiedjj • 3re two Rreat missionary religions— Moham- 
of ex 1.SlT1. and Christianity. Both have the doctrine 
neceSsvlIslve salvation, both insist on the absolute 
as b’10. J  true faith, both are proselytising as well 
the £, et’> and both have been spread very greatly by 
re%io °rĈ ' continent of Africa these two
tian J?s come into contact and rivalry. The Chris- 
tio$t lssi0naries make but little progress. For the 
a busj^ rt they are obviously carrying on salvation as 
°n the -SS’ anc* try 'ng  to obtain converts as a dividend 
atedat) ln.Vestment of their supporters. The Moham 
% o n̂ T ' l0nar''es’ however, are far more successful 
*°'v0rk ■ ^ ey Preacb a simpler doctrine, but they go
not the p^tt* great disinterestedness. It is they, and 
u°r Pu ^hrist’an missionaries, who carry neither scrip 
aospita]-.6, They live almost entirely on alms and 
attslcy Ar ’̂ anct they make a great impression on the 
’he <%e ricans, who are not such idols but they can tell 

Chris..enpe between an apostle and an adventurer,
¡¡f its <• lanity, as a missionary religion, has the warr 
. ail(l ni-!.n êr'. “ Go ye into all the w orld,” he said,
' its as a missionary religion, has the warrant
and prUnĉ er- “ Go ye into all the w orld,” he said, 

' V i a * *  f>osPei to every creature.” This was 
11 tfial otder, and it has not yet been executed. 
•i'e to - rut *̂ *s that the missionaries of Christ do not 
thi 
«s
Of ti ........ _  _ _  _  M ...... ..........

’’ne their employers. Still, they

ey °P®rate very far from their base of supplies. 
ofCessity° W?Tto be Prfitty near protection in case of

the"T' W hat they do is to go just a little ahead 
lUent?0 't'cal line of their employers. Still, they 
then7  ^et 'nt°  trouble, and those who come to 

°cality £ut 't generally effect a settlement in the
to,

lUty. rp ~ “ *1. g^u&iailj' WUWV.L a OW>UlVllIWUI> iW I.UV
Jtiiw... !• us tbe missionaries are advance agents of 
,̂ Ve are 1Sl̂  anc* 'mPerial>srrl- 

f Ss‘onar" C*U‘te unable to understand what right these 
v r Chris{eS l̂ave to special protection. They travel 
tl - °Ver ’ v nĉ  ^e should rescue them from danger. 
D 6'r Mast ”  ^ e y  are murdered they are lucky ; for 

sa‘d that it was a blessed thing to be 
le^ftyr ¡s 'n name, and all denominations hold that 

hehin Û̂ f beaven- Besides, these missionaries
nela,
ot

[v, •̂«nci 1 them in their own country, at least in 
Jhit f0r’ a^p which render sceptics liable to imprison- 
D 1 r>S-hrritu.C‘S‘ngf tbe Christian faith too severely; 
(Ĵ Secuted ' j 'n’ have they to cry out that they are

hy " A

^  are na ,uries> where they were not invited, where

«tr, '
anH — J J  -----  — J —stetl bv Jr °Ppressed when they make themselves

ange cou , . ut‘ng  the religion of other people in
arA . nes, w h e r e  th p v  w e r e  n n l in v ite d , w h e r e

^ a r e " ? ’  even welcom e,'and where at the utmost 
• Ce th  ̂I'116518 and not citizens ? 

t'cUlari.e W estern Powers— Knrrl
Pa,

England and France
themselves upo^ China,“ there“has

in that part
■ 5̂°iOoo a 0 A’ lss'on alone has an ini

;ian of the world, 
income of more 

True, there was a decrease last
‘a pHl> s. Th; . o* . a* may be owiHg“ t0  the war subChi,

of

’h,

ina ‘ . Vh’s Society keeps 752 missionaries going
’ "-’e l  a very P °or ’ " ---------  A”  ^

leed ha! 6 . baPt>sed
V .  -th

ai, ,n<Wd

record of success. All the 
only 1,194 heathen in one

^7 Ever  ̂ i>tations out of 114 report no baptisms 
. Pul® ponnl C.0nvert thus cost over ^ 4 3 , and if 

, ioar'stendo at’0r* China is to be converted at that 
j^Ori °oly 0r,rn wil1 be bankrupt in the process. But 

Qvvef st the r  i° f ,the soul-saving agencies at work 
S° theS Ijave a6 estials. Just as all the Christian 
e°vetQ, 'h'ssiona ?0Vetous eye upon China’s resources, 

M siey6' u ries of all Christian Churches have a 
98  ̂ * ^°n t^e harvest of Chinese souls ready

for the reaping. So they rush in with their sickles, and 
do very well at the business ; for their salaries are 
calculated on a W estern basis, and China is a very 
cheap country to live in, which leaves a fine margin for 
saving and remitting to England.

Englishmen abroad do not err on the side of modesty, 
and English missionaries have a peculiarly bad reputa
tion in this respect. Orientals are great sticklers for 
etiquette, partly because their whole life is so regulated 
by custom. Now there is remarkably little etiquette 
about the average English missionary. He takes with 
him, not only the pride of his nationality, bat the special 
pride of his religion. He is absolutely right, and the 
“  heathen ” are absolutely w rong ; moreover, they are 
wretched idolaters, and their different social regulations 
are considered as positive wickedness. Hence the mis
sionary too often gives himself pharisaic airs, in addition 
to his racial and religious arrogance. The result is 
that he generally makes himseif disliked, and sometimes 
detested ; and when the despised and insulted “ heathen” 
get a good opportunity they are apt to go for him with 
considerable gusto.

It seems pretty certain that the missionaries are very 
near the bottom of most of the trouble in China. The 
Chinese have an old and solid civilisation ; they are 
proud and exclusive ; they have a general distrust of 
foreigners ; and, unfortunately, this national feeling 
has been intensified by the way in which the “ outer 
barbarians ” have treated them during the last fifty 
years. But the missionaries appear to make little 
allowance for this very natural sentiment. They boldly 
affront the “ prejudices” of the Chinese, with a full 
reliance on being backed up by the government of 
their own country whenever their reckless tactics cause a 
bother with the natives. It must also be recollected that 
European Powers have shown a keen business aptitude 
for m aking the most of these bothers between the natives 
and the missionaries. Emperor W illiam , for instance, 
compounded very profitably for the murder of two 
German men of God. Pie obtained some twenty 
thousand pounds’ compensation, and a good open port 
with a strip of Chinese territory. Is it any wonder, 
then, that the fanatical “ Boxers,” who represent the 
Chinese hatred of foreigners, make special attacks on 
the Christian missionaries, their stations, and their 
converts ?

W e are not justifying the excesses of these “ Boxers.” 
W e are only explaining them. W e suppose, as 
the Star puts it, that civilisation must be upheld— when 
it happens to be remote from South Africa. Anyhow, 
the European Powers are intervening. Thousands of 
British, Russian, French, German, and even American 
fighting men are making for Peking, where they go 
ostensibly to protect the lives and property of Europeans, 
but really to deal with the Chinese Empress and her 
government. Going to Peking and protecting the 
Europeans is the smallest part of this policy. The 
great question remains behind— W hat is to be done 
afterwards ? W ill the Powers agree on a positive as 
well as on a negative basis ? Or will they fall foul of 
each other? W ill Russia and Japan come to an open 
rupture? And will the other Powers take sides in the 
quarrel ? Or will they agree to rule the country by an 
Emperor and a Ministry of their own appointment ? In 
any case, it is sad to witness the break-up of an 
old civilisation, involving the welfare of more than a 
fourth of the whole human race. Perhaps it must be 
so, but it is all the same a melancholy spectacle.

G, W , F oote,
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Christian Falsehoods.

O n e  of the greatest drawbacks of the age is a lack of 
harmony between profession and practice. Orthodox 
believers are constantly extolling the advantages of 
truth, while they indulge in the most glaring and 
unjustifiable falsehoods. Shakespeare has said, “ Tell 
the truth, and shame the d evil” ; but many professed 
Christians have not shown much alacrity in attempting 
to try the experiment upon his “ Satanic M ajesty.” A 
prominent want of our time is a strict adherence to 
truth, the observance of which is necessary to the estab
lishment and consolidation of confidence among the 
members of the hvman family. Falsehood is indulged 
in under different forms. There is deliberate lying, and 
there is the habit of deceit and perversion of facts. 
History and experience testify that a certain class of 
Christian exponents have been, and still are, guilty of 
both these evils. That this is a fact we shall demon
strate from the testimony of professed Christians, and 
thereby show the hollowness of the theological boast 
that the religion of the Bible is an inspirer of truth. It 
is not difficult to prove that the Bible itself favors the 
very opposite of truth. For instance, take the follow
ing : “ Now, therefore, behold, the Lord hath put a lying 
spirit in the mouth of all these thy prophets, and the 
Lord hath spoken evil concerning th ee” (i K ings xxii. 
23). “ For if the truth of God hath more abounded 
through my lie unto his glory ; why yet am I also 
judged as a sinner?” (Romans iii. 7).

Unfortunately there is no lack of historical confirma
tion of the allegation that Christianity has failed to 
inspire its believers with a desire to practise truth and 
other virtues. Mosheim, the Christian historian, tells 
us that in the fourth century “  the Church was con
taminated with shoals of profligate Christians,” and 
that “ even true Christians ” were not innocent “ in 
this m atter.” Salvian, who was a clergyman of the 
fifth century, writes : “ W ith the exception of a very 
few who flee from vice, what is every Christian con
gregation but a sink of vices ?" Dr. Dicks, a Chris
tian authority, states that “  slander, dishonesty, false
hood, and cheating are far from being uncommon 
among those who profess to be united in the bonds 
of a common Christianity.”  And W esley, referring to 
“ Bible-reading England,” says : “ Such a complication 
of villainies of every kind, considered with all their 
aggravations ; such a scorn of whatever bears the face 
of virtue ; such injustice, fraud, and falsehood ; above 
all, such perjury and such a method of law, we may defy 
the whole world to produce.”  These, be it remembered, 
are descriptions of Christian conduct given by Chris
tians themselves. W e advise the reckless and unin
formed speakers who hold forth in the parks on behalf 
o f the so-called Christian Evidence Society to ponder 
well the above facts before they utter further nonsense 
about the unique beneficial influence of the Bible. W e 
commend to the consideration of these wild, young 
theological enthusiasts the follo wing recent words of an 
“ Ex-M inister” :—

“ The highest honor we can pay to truth is to show 
our confidence in it, and our desire to have it sifted and 
analysed by how rough a process soever, as being well 
assured that it is that alone which can abide all tests, and 
which, like the genuine gold, will come out all the purer 
from the fiercer fire. While there are bad-hearted men 
in the world, and those who wish to make falsehood pass 
for truth, they' will ever discover themselves and their 
counsels by their impatience of contradiction, their hatred 
of those who differ from them, their wish to suppress 
inquiry, and their bitter resentment when what they call 
truth has not been handled with the delicacy and niceness 
which truth demands.”

Coming down to the present day, we find within the 
Church an utter disregard of truth, and also instances 
of conduct the most dishonorable. If any reader of 
this allegation doubt its accuracy, let him read two 
articles on “ Some Clerical V ices,” signed Martin W est, 
which appeared in the Church Gazette of May 5 and 19. 
There the writer, who has been behind the scenes, gives 
his personal experience of the falsehood and deception 
indulged in by the clergy. Here are a few specimens 
of his indictment of the teachers of Christianity.

J une 17 , l 9 ° ° ‘

Alluding to
writes :—

a previous contribution of his(

1 In that article I ventured the opinion that the n,oS!
prominent clerical vice in these times is cowardice 
plenty of people have let me know that they consioc

till

very much mistaken. My critics are not at one ain® | 
themselves, and the competition for the chief  ̂
clerical viciousness is keen. Hypocrisy, untruthiu 
and time-serving are the favorites. Want of hon° n0t 
been asserted to be worthy of the prize, pride ha , 
lacked support, and even avarice has been sugS^ny 
One is amazed to find how vicious the clergy niust1^ .
be...... It is notorious that cowards are usually bars •
are not sufficiently self-reliant to dare to speak the .  ̂
I am bound to allow that two out of the three
colossal liars I have known in my time have been Palars»n.s.
In one case I veritably believe that the gentlernan

iti.
question was mentally incapable of speaking the ^  
so gross and palpable were his lies...... I am bound ^ ^
that a long rural residence has shown me that one  ̂
commonest complaints against the parish parson i ‘ef|)
‘ he is such a liar ’...... A kind correspondent in the b ^
Counties tells me that the clergy from the Thames ^  
Humber are a bye-word and a scoffing. In nearly _,cll 
cases I have investigated the net result is that the " ;veti 
is not sincere, that he is a time-server, and that) & (5 
sufficient kudos, he is anxious rather than other'' 
sell his friends. This is in effect a charge  ̂ of dis St
able conduct. Honesty compels me to admit that ^  
course of a long and confiding life I have had a n a|l 
of dirty tricks served on me, and in the serious ca 
but one have been by a parson.” _

If a Freethinker had written the above, Chris* 
would probably have doubted the accuracy 
statements ; but the writer is a professed CnrK t 
and in his articles he gives ample details in s 
of his allegations. Surely it is time that the >|i 
teacher was substituted for the parson, and tha ^  
and honesty took the place of theological falsehoo 
priestly deception. x . . ^

But these Christians are not simply guilty of la15 {V 
them selves; they also teach that which is false’ }\ of 
example, to call the religion of Christ “ the 8oŜ 0 ie 
peace ” is to proclaim that which we knO'v $  
false. W herever Christianity has been supreme 
has been broken, and brute force has triumphed b,ijW 
moral considerations. It has been aptly said • terS> 
world has been devastated with sanguinary enco tli°s£ 
and the followers of Jesus have neither prevents 
horrors nor done much to mitigate their evl* "'jj 
upon mankind.” This is not surprising >s fio“ 
remember that the Bible represents the Christian 
as commanding the most brutal and unnecessa )^  
that ever devastated the human family
“ The Lord is a man of w ar.” David e%c^ é f1'

■ • -cbe>“ Blessed be the Lord, my streng th, which teâ
hands to war, and my fingers to fight

suPP1occupation this for a God of peace ! The

OOSPJ

___ t____  __  _ „  _____ t______ . v,. I
founder of Christianity never intended, if 1
may be relied upon, to bring to the world a »  t J i'1
peace, for he distinctly said : Think not tb»1
come to send peace on earth ; I came not to se° 
but a sw ord.” And yet Christians, in defiance® " e<l 
allege that their faith is opposed to war. H
so, it would prove how inconsistent the ¿o* ^
professed believers are in supporting, as tb e^ j5 
present lamentable conflict in South Africa. ^  o(  ̂
is carried on either in accordance with Christ*®  ̂ ^  of.

- pt i 5i
In either case we have had^^t**

if

1 isdefiance of it. If the former, Christ’s gospel p'](l 
of peace ; if the latter, his object to establish P >• 
been defeated. In either case we have ha ĝli  ̂
spectacle of tw o opposing Christian armies _ 
ing each other, and both appealing to the' 
support o f their work of blood, carnage, and 
If this is the result o f two thousand years of C bette( 1 
the sooner its reign is brought to an end th .
humanity. _  . that ^  7

It is also a positive falsehood to assert ^¡0° m 
indebted to the Christian faith fe r the a fo( U} 
slavery, the establishment of hospitals, and  ̂ ^
poor. Let any Christian reader of these H®® 
statement, and ample historical evidence shall 
to prove what we have here asserted. I*1 t*1® 
we would ask, W h at hospitals, what coll®» 0o[1 {¡¡I 
versities, what system for the relief of 
what measure for the abolition of slavery 
his early followers supply ? The orthodo de°e 
based upon falsehood, and is perpetuated by
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i?e thoughtless and credulous portion of the community, 
the true remedy for this deplorable evil is the acquire- 
rrient_ of knowledge, the exercise of reason, and the 
Practical appreciation of the science of life.

C harles W a tt s.

W:

The Future of Religion.

(Concluded from page 355.)

the EX ^ °m ’ be belief in the existence of God we turn to 
be j.COns*deration of the belief in a future life, there are to 
all tl]UnĈ  exactly the same forces in operation. First of 
¡s jj.ere ls the question of origin. And here the evidence 
¡n’st anything, stronger and clearer than in the last 
a d o ^ 6' mind, there cannot exist a shadow of
fad b’ ’ after a careful and impartial examination of the 
ori<y °* l̂e case> that the belief in a future life owes its 
phe n t0 ’ be mistaken notion of savages concerning the 
in„ ° mena of dreams, swoons, catalepsy, etc. Dream- 
that vf*’ sees PeoP’e> the savage inevitably concludes 
dre be has seen them ; a conception of the nature of 
rec m,s that is present even in comparatively civilised 
'vhicl ’ sucb as the Bible or the Koran. That at death, 
sleef,1 f ears such a striking superficial resemblance to 
for,f’ J’  should be assumed that this double, which

havb,
er'y returned on the sleeper’s awakening, should 

,0̂  e left it for an indefinite period, is a conclusion 
at aatural and inevitable. It is a conclusion that is, 
ofth> rate, reached by all savages, and the universality 
that be le’  m a future state of existence is only a proof 
Wile as the human mind is, generally speaking, every- 
frorri® alike, it has always drawn the same conclusion 

\y sarne premises.
pba need not pause here to sketch the successive 

buf,Lhrbug h. which this belief passes. The custom 
a food or weapons with the dead, o f burning
it)» 0vv 011 the death of the husband, of slaughter-
ftLse^ ants ° n
Of

tv'* '“ ’“ u"  tbe c’eatb ° f  a chief, are all resultants 
„f r bls primitive belief, whilst the ethical doctrine 
S h a r d s  and punishments in a future state is the 
int0 tv. ’ ransference o f a grow ing social consciousness 
v'6\v r suPPosed future life. The facts supporting this 
overj ” le origin of the belief are too numerous to be 
And an£l too plain to be easily misunderstood,

'hen we have traced the beginning" of the belief,
:rtai

A  belief that owes its origin to ignorance

*6 have af
steatj Vc,’ at ” le same time, indicated the certainty of its 
Oinst  ̂ 6,ba^‘ ^  belief that owes its orig"
much it«Cr be’ ore the advance of knowledge, however

futi
Bm ac.dlS*S?^uti°n may be retarded by artificial methods.

of

hre the belief in God, so with the belief in a
Crnmt,] 1 ’ ônf> after its intellectual foundations have 

<? away it appeals to and receives support from the 
°̂rtuneS lt: r as fostered. In the face of trouble, o f mis-

erat death ----- ,v' ‘ i-,aiL> 1
thing ¡¡j. 1 Presents to the vast majority of people any- 
Pictnr-Ul(je ’ be terrors theologians are in the habit of 
d'Sease& ^  hen the body is enfeebled by age or

êherai’i br ’•be mind exhausted 
hurse „ 7  l-s the

death, people need, we are assured, the 
such belief as this. So far as thelatte^1-1 s°me such belief as _ _ —  ...

that n*S concerned, I do not, for my own part, believtit -----  - - • -

by pain, as most 
case, death comes far more as a kindh

f>rePared1TnniSter'n^ an 0Plate than as a brutal tyrant 
experj to inflict unknown tortures. The common 
’nteres).b7  .ad will confirm this much, although the
tiind iU f ■ activity o f the priesthood w orking on the 
deopig 1 l>nes ° f  health seeks to persuade us otherwise, 
belief wh'f^ tabi ° ’  tbe death-bed necessity of such a 
°ne fall, • e tbey are well, but when the end comes eachtU “US Inf. .. . ’
’he armslni°  ’ be lap of death like a weary child into 
!ng for f ,  a nurse, filled with one longing— the long- 

- st. And even jf ;t were otherwise, what wouldProve s"it
enouo-ii 1 Absolutely nothing. A little observation 
i\0tlvicti0]° sb°w  that, in the Ion: 
l?'1 hnrk'f,/10  ̂ emotions match one another. 
hls Pea» the bop, 
of n“ ace ° f  '

^hile a j j ’y as the one belief that makes life endurable ; 
r rso n a i;faterIalist is eauallv content to regard his

---
snovv that, in the long run, one’s intellectual

A  Chris-
e of personal immortality necessary to

mind ; a Buddhist regards the destruction

as
is equally content to regard his

u‘ °upingv  c s. Something springing from the transitory 
ae,a’b win ■ lrjdestructible atoms which the shock of 

r’ atio ’nfVitably disperse. In each case there is an 
° ’  feeling to conviction ; these are, indeed,

not two distinct things, but two sides of the same thing. 
The mistake into which the Christian Theist falls is that 
of picturing himself with exactly the same feelings, but 
with an entirely different set o f beliefs ; an impossible 
condition of things.

But here, again, the process of social evolution has 
steadily undermined the strength of the belief in 
immortality. It was a profound observation of Feuer
bach’s that the joys of heaven were built up from the 
miseries of earth. Right through history the heaven 
that men have dreamed of has only been a transfigured 
earth— earth rid of all its impurities and filled with all 
that they desired most. W hile the outlook here was 
hopeless, while injustice was paramount and its removal 
seemed a matter of impossibility, little wonder that the 
place of redress was located in the shadow land beyond 
the grave. W ith the growth of scientific knowledge, 
with man finding the means of his own improvement 
placed within his own reach here, the necessity for a 
future life grew  proportionately less ; and thus the 
growth of society co-operating with the advance of 
scientific knowledge mutually strengthened each other, 
and reduced the belief to a mere speculation in which 
only a decreasing number have any real faith. Death 
has already ceased to be the determining factor in life 
that it was but a little while ago. The m essage of the 
Churches is rapidly altering from “ Are you prepared for 
death ?” to “ Are you fully equipped and prepared for 
the battle of life ?” and when the Churches begin to 
deliver their enemies’ message, the end is surely 
approaching.

The third belief, that religion acts as a controlling 
and regulative force for good, is certainly not borne 
out by an appeal to the facts o f human experience. It 
is one of the stock counts in the Christian indictment 
of non-Christian religions that they are responsible for 
some of the most brutal and revolting customs that 
exist. To a very large extent the indictment is sound, 
for, even though evolution might lead one to look for 
other causes besides religious beliefs, it is unquestionable 
that many of the revolting habits that accompany 
uncivilised life are moulded and perpetuated by man’s 
constant fear of the supernatural, and the necessity of 
constantly securing the goodwill o f the invisible beings 
by whom he imagines himself to be surrounded.

The only curious thing is that the Christian does not 
see that such charges as he brings against other 
religions apply with equal force to his own. Allowing 
for difference of time, place, and position in the scale of 
civilisation, no religion has been responsible for greater 
or worse crimes than has Christianity, or has proven 
a greater obstacle to the orderly development of 
civilisation. It took nearly a thousand years for the 
world to regain what it had lost by its earliest triumph, 
and the story of modern Europe is from one point of 
view a story of the struggle the world has waged 
against religious pretensions and priest-fed ignorance. 
The European countries where the Christian Churches 
are most powerful to-day are the places where civilisa
tion struggles most desperately for existence ; it is only 
where the competing forms of religious belief are 
sufficiently strong to neutralise each other’s influence 
that secular civilisation is most advanced.^

The fact is that such an argument as the one under 
consideration owes its apparent strength to a very 
common form of mental confusion. It is due to 
mistaking a mere historical association for a causal 
connection. Historically religious beliefs have exerted 
a powerful influence over moral and social regula
tions, and this mere association has led to the con
viction that they were a vital part of a well-ordered 
society. Even to-day under the term “ religion ” there are 
grouped a number of customs and regulations that are 
in no exact sense religious. The emotions born of 
social aggregation, the different forms of social co
operation, the various relationships that are determined 
by the family and by society at large, are all loosely 
grouped under the one word “ religion,” with the result 
that people come to regard them as inseparable from 
religious beliefs. This, obviously, is by no means the 
case. There is not one of the essential functions of 
social life that could not go on as well in the absence 
of a belief in the supernatural as in its presence. 
Let any religious man seriously ask himself whether in 
the absence of his belief in the supernatural his conduct
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towards, or his opinion of, his fellow creatures would 
undergo any alteration for the worse, and he will find 
himself able to give but one answer to the question. 
The relations of parent and child, of husband and wife, 
brother and sister, friend and friend, are clearly 
independent of any religious beliefs we may entertain ; 
they are the relations based upon the solid facts of 
life here, and no speculations concerning a God or a 
hereafter can ever materially disturb them for any 
length of time.

It may, of course, be held that religious beliefs act as 
a deterrent to the wrong-doer— a kind of auxiliary to 
the police force, as volunteers serve as an auxiliary to 
the regular army ; to which the plain answer is that the 
mere number of those who pass through a religious 
training, and yet figure in the criminal court, is a 
sufficient reply. I do not believe that religious beliefs 
have ever kept a man from doing a wrong action when 
he had resolved to commit it ; while it is “ writ large ” 
on the face of history that they have been the most 
powerful factors in the misdirection of human energy.

And, whether it be regrettable or not, the plain fact 
is that religious influences are becoming weaker in all 
departments of human thought or of social activity. 
Science and philosophy have long ceased to take their 
marching orders from any of the Churches, or to fashion 
their conclusions in accordance with their dogmas. 
Ethics and psychology, so long the special domain of 
religious supremacy, are rapidly shaking themselves 
entirely free from the thraldom of their ancient mistress. 
In economics religion is a negligible quantity, and that 
which once gave laws to all is now content to follow 
and voice the teachings of sciences that it has found 
itself powerless to suppress. In brief, the principle of 
differentiation operates here as elsewhere. In early 
periods of human history the essential nature of religion 
is hidden, because it is closely bound up with thè whole 
circle of human affairs. As development proceeds, one 
factor after another disengages itself from the general 
body, until, finally, religion stands alone, its real nature 
apparent to all, and with no useful function left for it 
in the circle o f social life and duties.

True, the final stage of this process has not yet been 
reached, and its arrival may be retarded by a number 
of different agencies. So long as the maintenance of 
religious beliefs is the condition of the perpetuation of 
strong-vested interests, we may expect to find, and 
shall find, strenuous efforts being made for their 
continuance. But vested interests, be they ever so 
powerful, cannot maintain religious beliefs for ever in 
the face of the spread of more accurate knowledge 
and the growth of a more humanised society. Our 
chief consolation is that by the spread of saner know
ledge concerning nature and man, and by the creation 
of institutions that are concrete examples of the power 
and dignity of human nature, we are destroying that 
ignorance and helplessness upon which religious beliefs 
are ultimately dependent for their existence.

C. C ohen.

Converting the Heathen.

T he Church Gazette appeals to the Freethinker on a 
question of taste which is also one of principle. It 
links the Freethinker in somewhat uncongenial com
panionship with a Ritualistic journal, and its object is 
apparently to play off both against a well-known Roman 
Catholic print. It says :—

“ We should like to ask the Freethinker or the Church 
Review whether they would stoop to print the following 
war-whoop over the difficulties of a society which is 
doing very good and solid work :—

“ ‘ It will be pleasant intelligence to all religious-minded 
people to hear that the Church Missionary Society is 
in ‘ a financial position which is sufficiently serious—the 
subscriptions have greatly fallen off.’ Are Englishmen 
beginning to open both their eyes and their ears ?’
“ We believe neither of these journals would express 

anything but regret. These words are taken fropi the 
Universe, a journal which seems to reproduce all that is 
narrow and uncharitable in Romanism.”

It is well that the C. G., having addressed such a 
question to the Freethinker, immediately undertakes to 
furnish the reply. For was there ever an interrogation

so skilfully or so ingenuously worded? It seems
to 

leavesimpel the expected reply, or, as an alternative, - 
the interrogated in an ungracious and unenvi»1’ 
position Tf thf» J?rnpthinliP-y fnilç tn rîîçrlilim wĥ t ^
necessarily its own sentiments, then it “  stoops, 
is no better than a “ narrow and uncharitable” Roma “ 
organ. The C. G. gives it up as being deficient in 
taste and right feeling, is disappointed with lb 
possibly will have no more to do with it. It m ay1 ,1,, 
after regard the Freethinker distantly and reproach , 
as a journal from which it expected better things. 
yet, even in order to secure the good opinion 01 
C. G., how could we admit that the Church Missi°2̂ . 
Society is “ doing very good and solid w ork,” and »̂  
could we regret that its subscriptions are diminish1̂  
The observation of the Universe seems a just

of *r
seems a

though probably dictated only by hatred ^  
testantism. It would be equally just if applied t° 
foreign missions of the Romish Church. No d
t?_i:~i___ __ << 1_____!__a. _____aveS •>

ed onin regard to foreign missions as earn®
the)' aretheir ears

by all the Churches. Slowly, though surely, '■‘" ’ tess 
coming to the recently-expressed opinion of the Con2 j 
o f W arw ick that the money would be far better exp® 
at home. t . $

It is but the other day that the Church Mm510!,

rea.
A  careful perusal ot 

report of the proceedings does not disclose any
Society held its May meeting.

arc*tl,e
why it should be treated with more consideration 
any other missionary enterprise, except as regar ¡j 
magnitude of its operations. It is true that if .̂ 5 
want of additional funds. Is there any re
organisation that is not ? However much these a„irenc

tlllib
collect, they always want more, and the curious 
is that, somehow or other, they get it, which, un. a 
nately, cannot be said of organisations having ĉi 
istic aims. The subscribers to missions are a ^  
that they are giving to the Lord, and probably,  ̂^ 
think they are m aking a good investment. Thoû  . ayi 
subscriptions to the Church Missionary Society ly 
shown a falling off, the gross income of the Some - ¡jt

s Mthe year amounted to the very respectable
^ 4°4.9°5. including ¿£32,883 in legacies, v  eCw 
taken from the Centenary Fund, and ¿£20,611 m r eo! 
funds. Omitting the two latter figures, an i°ĉ  ft 
¿£303,675 was left as compared withWC 4.0  i w i i .  e c o  e u i u p a l t u  W I L l i  2U ,

The past year’s expenditure was1898-99.
So that the Society on current account has a - fll 
some ¿£63,500. But then it has a Centenary Fun 
Three-Years’ Enterprise Fund amounting to ¿6
less minor amounts that have been drawn. 
there to wail about in this, or to justify the b  cb 
the hon. sec. as to the “ lukewarmness of the Jj 
as a body, concerning its missionary enterprise>. t ¡J> 
lukewarmness he thinks should be the suPI 
“ humiliation” ? _

W hat, it may be asked, has the Society achiev 
this very large expenditure? W ell, it has rgef

of y ,  tl>e 
f°r ut

. — 1
8,260 adult baptisms during the year. It has
kept up its establishments— its mission station® .elv<
natives previously converted ; but during tf5the ^
months it has only baptised 8,260 adults,
Lord only knows how many of these are

how

in
,fgely> ri

unbought conversions, and how many are . vVhe t 
future years, to hold good. If we want to k °0̂ e 
the ¿£367,268 has gone, we must look, >n  ̂ TV 
instance, to the army of missionaries e n g a g e d  a1 
European missionaries alone number 1,235’0f 8,° ’̂ 
native clergy and lay teachers 6,817 > a tota* °ulat'l°f/ 
If the Society is of any service to the native p°P ̂  god1?’ 
which is more than doubtful, its usefulness gpdL 
paid employment for its missionaries in the he . ¡e. 
large staff at home is absolutely indispU13̂  
doubt, the laborer is worthy of his hire I 
laborers do not seem to do very much for tfl tgey .J 
Their failure is the more remarkable because (l spSc  ̂
always pretending that the work has the AitV(e 
blessing of the Lord.” W ell, with an eJfPe*jie re5̂ . 
¿£367,000 and the Alm ighty at the back of ib . ¿¡{i&  ̂
as set forth in the report are miserably 'IlS ” £>0, 
Obviously there is something radically wr°|1

o r * *
the natives do not want the vaunted Gosp 
preferring the faiths of their forefathers ; ,¡^1,.-.
of the missionaries undergoes some curious  ̂ figl2' 

I when they have left Exeter Hall for the mis510 -
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think 1 la*f. that annual income, what could not Free- 
Chri ac ’̂eve >n winning men from superstition in this 
¡tscaHan, C0Untry ° f ours— un£ter the very shadows of 
hoast  ̂ ra*s and churches and chapels ? It is no idle 
sUpD 0 say that the Freethought organisations thus 
"con Ct’ C0ldd effect twenty, nay, fifty, times as many 
p0intVter®10ns ” as the Church Missionary Society can 
be re ? *? any year of its existence. And they should 
fr0ni a, ’ intelligent, permanent conversions, too— free 
so.Caii j nnputation which rests upon so much of the 

The ru  Wor*i  ° f  sa lvation” abroad, 
in m nUrch Missionary Society, it is true, engages 
popui ,1.ca* and educational labors among the native 
“ sic].pt° ns; But that is a mere adjunct, and is 
That d ° 'er ” W**B the cast theological teaching, 
fi nier e?ai*;ment of secular work is, and is meant to be, 
tickets6 f ke wherewith to catch converts, just as the 
Churcu • •  coaT soup, and blankets are used by the 
Church £ .its. miss‘0ns at home. The real object of the 
passet] “” s.si°nary Society is set forth in a resolution 
evapg. ,.at >ts recent meeting, in which the “ speedy 
Lord if 1.sat'on of the world before the coming of the 
pe°pi ls placed as the primary aim, and Christian 
abuodanr? asked t0 “  pray that it may please God so 
°f the pi1' T to Bestow on the native Churches the gifts 
truth a SP!rit that they may not only maintain in 
also rp0*̂ loYe the faith once delivered to the saints, but 
10 thei W'tk an earnest sense of their responsibilities 
?raCe r ° Wn countrymen, proclaim the Gospel of his 
Utter ’ and Both by holiness of life and boldness of 
Christ maT gather multitudes into the flock of 

ĥ* * *
X̂eter u  a very P'ous sentiment in the true spirit of 

vyu ad> But it gives rise to this reflection : Either 
Jc leav 0 Is thus appealed to helps foreign missions, or 
T he d S '•Bem alone as being solely the work of man. 
I0UcBsafeS g-1Ve help’ then it; is a pity he does not 

d0 e a Bttle more of his Alm ighty power ; and if 
Bhrist- n° b undertake to accord any assistance, then 

n appeals for it are idle. F rancis N eale.

c°,Pardon f?0 1SB things are so funny that you are inclined 
M i?°ry nf e foI1y f°r the sake of the humor. In the 
hi- ¡ulev’J1 SUCB funny things may be included Mr. 

n Lin-a. Prder to close on Sundays the United States
• SfifidL •the Paris

as a L “  the f
' thf.Lreat day in

¿ T h e ’V - 01 1 - - -
S Sh'nonuP.United States building closed up, standing a

^ a c h in g the French a Moral Lesson.

France, as 
from all

0v̂ as a the one great day for an exposition in F
theTvn i i ay 'n Chicago. Millions of people uum 

f ' .  find th. riW-‘"  cr°wd to the fair every Sunday. They 
nioni*2 United States building closed up, standing a 

Ourfjne seIec^Hn-fi-0 Amer‘can hypocrisy. _
(j .duty (0 cecj rdiots urged upon Mr. McKinley that it was 
seflted State u 6- an example even to France by closing the 
0MSe °f the s- .uilding on Sundays. Mr. McKinley, whose 
Sh,frs the bJi,c ulous efluals that* of a dog chasing his tail, 
is es the stu -j1*̂  t° be closed accordingly. Even in theUnited 
ApPracticai, P'h.ty which closes instructive resorts on Sunday 

o-ruiitly Vr head. It lingers here and there in spots, 
fill‘nde q 0j I"* McKinley is one of the spots, 
rfiip fS the sun nilghty leaves Niagara Falls open on Sunday, 

0r> drv6fiS ■ to display themselves on Sunday, lets the 
$ta[ r‘ley mini , elds on Sunday, we should think that Mr. 

n?s buijj-h allow the French to see inside of the United
diora, y>sh tL ° n Sund,ay*
buju. r,ght to d renc i Government—as it has a perfect 

dg seye n ,."Would demand the opening of our stupid 
Plfice °rder i t S ‘n the week, and, in the event of a 
Uire df suci, t0 be removed from the grounds, and put in the 
Vis; that lvoui ^dduument to stupidity some sensible struc- 

i rs* u be open all the time for the benefit of all

th,-ürry favor ,hajnU'iat'inii
Peo

"I1: i'-urope ?
York l -

P*juPle of a small set of bigots, Mr. McKinley causes 
-At? °f Europe ;illted States to be represented as idiots ir.

'rkJournal.

ng to think that, through his desire to

vim • ■ oi the Freethtnktthd trvy°Ur newsagent to take a few «P>® cop;es that remai
toTseh them, guaranteeing to tak ^  circulate it atnon.

aCauf :'te an extra copy (or mor ), preethinker now 
wen hi U1p '.ntances- Leave a copy of.. Display, or get -

the Lain, the car, or the omnibus. i q{. a convenier
G*6 f°r the6 °f  our contents-sheets, which on apphcatior
G«t you,® Purpose. Miss Vance will sena ^  ^  wmdoW. 

ewsagent to exhibit the Freet

Acid Drops.
W h e n  General Baden-Fowell started for South Africa he 
hoped they would “ give him a tight corner,’’ and he certainly 
got it. This feeling is common amongst born soldiers. The 
Rev. Dr. Newman Hall, in the course of his recent Merchants’ 
Lecture, said that he remembered passing by the Wellington 
Barracks at the time of the Crimean War, and he heard one 
officer say to another, who had been ordered to the front, 
“ What a lucky dog you are 1” That was heroism, said the 
lecturer ; the officer thought his companion lucky to have the 
chance of being wounded or slain for his country. And so it 
must be with the Christian, if called upon to suffer mentally 
and physically and to witness for Christ. No doubt. But 
how many Christians are “ called upon ” to do anything of 
the kind ? Witnessing for Christ is one of the most lucrative 
businesses going. Dr. Newman Hall himself has done 
pretty well at it. He may* have been ordered to the front, 
for all we know, but it has not been inconsistent, at least in 
his case, with a very respectable longevity.

Commandant Elofl, President Kruger’s nephew, who was 
taken prisoner by General Baden-Powell at Mafeking, seems 
to have a good deal of human nature about him. He was 
deserted, during the attack on Mafeking, by a certain Field 
Cornet; and, on receiving a letter of sympathy from this 
gentleman after his capture, Eloff replied that he hoped the 
devil and his angels would torment him eternally, and that 
he and his would rot. When human nature is fortified by 
Bible reading, it comes out hot and strong on such occasions.

In Pen Pictures of the War, just published by Horace 
Marshall, there is a chapter on “ Religion in the Camps,” in 
which it is said : “ The inefficiency of some of the regular 
Army chaplains may possibly be one reason why the War 
Office sanctions irregular assistants— to the no small indigna
tion of the professionals.” One of these professionals has 
written home complaining with bitter jealousy of the Salva
tionists, who, he says, “ flood the place with tracts, and howl 
Moody and Sankey every night.” How these Christians love 
one another !

One lesson of the present war in South Africa should be 
taken to heart by men (and women too) of all parties. Mr. 
Ernest Smith, the Star correspondent, says : “ It is curious 
that one cannot keep ‘ Tommy ’ in good health when we give 
him a rest. Put him on to a heavy march, such as the one 
we have just accomplished between Bloemfontein and this 
place [Johannesburg], and he gets as hard as nails, and, 
though he seems to drag wearily along, he strikes clear of 
disease.” Naturally. On forced marches the soldiers work 
hard on spare diet. They get a compulsory taste of exercise 
and temperance, which are together the golden rule of health. 
It is always better to wear out than to rust out. Besides, the 
former is an ever so much slower process. On the whole, it 
is very doubtful if anybody ever worked himself to death, as 
long as he was able to get a fair amount of sleep. Not work, 
but worry, is the fatal thing. _

The flight of the Boers on the relief of Mafeking was so 
hurried that Commandant Snyman even left his Bible behind 
him. He must have been in a hurry.

The United Kingdom is the one civilised state in which 
marriage with a deceased wife’s sister is illegal. This is 
owing to the action of the House of Lords, and the special 
action of the Bishops. These high and mighty censors of 
public morality have, however, been obliged to pass the 
Colonial Marriages Validity Bill, legalising such marriages 
when contracted in the colonies.

The Catholic reaction has spread to Belgium. _ As a result 
of the recent elections to the Chamber of Deputies, there are 
eighty-five Catholics, one Christian Democrat, thirty-three 
Liberals and Radicals, and thirty-three Socialists. The 
Catholics have thus a compact majority. Brussels itself 
has returned eight Catholics, as well as five Socialists, two 
Progressists, and three Liberals.

According to the Paris correspondent of the New York 
Journal, there is “ a remarkable religious growth among the 
highest class_ of thinking Frenchmen, strongly contrasting 
with the atheistic conditions so long prevailing in France.” 
Brunetiere, Huysmans, and Bourget have given in their 
adherence to Roman Catholicism. Yes, but Zola and a host 
of other writers still stand by Freethought. France is 
undoubtedly suffering at present from a wave of reaction, 
but this will probably spend itself before very long, or else 
it will rouse the ardor and valor of the friends of progress, 
and prompt them to win another great victory for their prin
ciples.

“ Bourget,” according to the Sunday Special, “ was born
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and educated as a Catholic.” But if he was bom a Catholic, 
why did he require to be educated as a Catholic ? The truth 
is that he was not born a Catholic. He was born, like every 
other baby, a nothingarian. _

The Nonconformists are raising a fresh and vigorous 
protest against the Training College system, by which the 
Church of England holds an immense power over elementary 
education in Board as well as in Voluntary schools. Our 
contemporary, the Daily News, which is Nonconformist in 
its general policy, says that “ The Church of England has 
learnt the value of the old Jesuit maxim of ‘ securing the 
children.’ ” Yes, and the Nonconformist Churches follow 
the same plan as well as they can. What is called “ The 
Compromise,” under which the Bible is read and expounded 
“ undenominationally ” in Board schools, is simply a Noncon
formist dodge. Lord Salisbury plainly told a Nonconformist 
deputation, in his cynical fashion, that he couldn’t understand 
what they had to complain of, as it was Nonconformist 
religion that was taught in nearly all the rate-supported 
schools of this country. The deputation was much annoyed, 
but that is not uncommon when people hear an unpalatable 
truth.

The Society of Friends (Quakers) passed a minute at their 
annual meeting and forwarded it to Lord Salisbury. After 
expressing sorrow at the war in South Africa, they proceed 
to say that they “ cannot but also grieve over the discredit 
brought upon the religion of Jesus Christ by warfare between 
those who name His name and seek Him as their Savior and 
example.” That, indeed, is the pith of the whole matter. 
Britons and Boers are both Christians. There is very' little 
fighting on this planet but Christians are in it.

The Co-operative Union Congress had a similar difficulty 
to the one which arose at the National Secular Society’s 
Conference. The Independent Labor Party sprang a resolu
tion upon the Congress about working-class representation 
in the House of Commons. Mr. G. J. Holyoake said he did 
not know what right the resolution had there. The Standing 
Order Committee ought not to have accepted it. Co-operators 
were neutral in politics and religion, and that had been their 
security. If the Independent Labor Party could carry a 
foreign resolution to-day, some other association would carry 
another foreign resolution to-morrow, and in the course of 
time co-operation would be forgotten. We quite agree with 
Mr. Holyoake, and are glad to see that the resolution was 
thrown out by an overwhelming majority— which probably 
included a good many who would have voted for it at another 
time and on a different occasion. The policy of the stalking- 
horse ought always to be treated with disdain.

Anti-Semitic disturbances have occurred at Konitz, in West 
Prussia, and the Jews’ synagogue has been destroyed. Troops 
had to be sent to restore order. What a blessed thing this 
religion is, to be sure !

There can be no real self-government amongst people who 
are distracted and divided by religious differences, especially 
when these differences come in to aggravate other differences 
of race and language. The scandalous scene in the Austrian 
parliament had to be terminated by the Emperor’s order for 
its prorogation. When the representatives of the people act 
like insane monkeys, the very safety of society is involved in 
strong personal government.

The Evangelical weekly called the News is very wroth with 
the Times and other newspapers for reporting nauseous divorce 
cases. In other columns it advocates the spreading of the 
Scriptures, sublimely oblivious of the fact that they contain 
gross obscenity which the Times would not dare to print. 
Truly, as the News observes, “ it seems almost incredible 
that such folly should be exhibited by us to the world in this 
age of progress and common sense.”

It was not a party of “ bungs ” or costers returning from 
Epsom races, but five members of a Bible students’ mission 
returning from an outing at Macclesfield, who were over
turned in their waggonette and injured the other day. None 
were killed— and that’s where Providence came in. Better 
late than never.

The first sermon of Bishop Chavasse since his consecration 
was remarkable for its confession of Christian weakness and 
the Divine aloofness. “ The nineteenth century,”  he said, 
“ was drawing to a close with the vast majority of mankind 
unevangelised ; for the Church, even in Christian countries, 
had failed to leaven the masses with the precepts of her 
Divine Founder.” I f  this be so, the natural inquiry is, What 
is the Divine Founder doing all the time? What was the 
use of his coming down on earth and suffering on the Cross 
if myriads of the world’s inhabitants are to go on living and 
dying without even so much as hearing of his name? This 
is really a very comic scheme of salvation.

The poor, hard-worked clergy! At a meeting y, • 0 
Kingston and Surbiton Branch of the English Church

hard-worked clergy ! At a meeting

it was stated that in the diocese of Canterbury was a clergy
man who refused to hold a service on Sundays unless he 
requisitioned by a certain number of his parishioners to , j 
whilst in the Peterborough diocese there was a vica t̂ A. 
enjoyed himself on Sundays by watching parishioners att 
ing services conducted at the village school by a layman.

Apropos of this, we have the statement of Archdea^ 
Waugh, that in the diocese of Ripon there arc three PaoSanlJ 
with an endowment of ¿£¡700 and two vicarage houses, ^  
the population thus spiritually provided for reaches 
enormous total of five hundred.

Once more the Great Yarmouth Race Committee)  ̂
making up its accounts, has voted substantial gran ,̂ ,s 
various churches. The Parish Church Organ Fund rec 
,£100, the new St. Thomas’s Church £ io o, Breydon^t . 
(a Church institution) ^,50, and St. Peter’s Church k cs j 
tion Fund and Gorleston Church Tower Restoration 0  
£ 10  each. The Christian World remarks that it is i|lCfCj- [lie 
that any churches should be willing to receive shares . # 
profits of a great gambling carnival. But the ^Tjjiis 
World ought to know the Established Chureh better b) caj 
time. It has no compunction in taking anything that 1 
get. ___

Old Dr. Ryle, ex-Bishop of Liverpool, died at 
on Sunday afternoon. His resignation was recent, 
although his age was very advanced, it was expected j)  
his good constitution, and excellent retiring stipend, '  ^  
enable him to last for a good many years. But )'°u joS 
can tell. In the midst of life we are in death, as the P^ r̂)' 

Anyhow, Bishop Rvle is dead, and has left bis_ Jjg
t.:~- n n ,.., —  —  ........„ 1------------- , Uu.What we are puzzled about is this. - j-ijeO1 

i.„.i --- ---- ...:n 1,« i,-,.«  oil ili ree 01

goes
behind him.
his lifetime he had three wives; will he have all three 5 tg 
in heaven, or will he have to make a choice ? In tn , Jje 
case, what is to become of the other two? -v  , 
widows through all eternity, or will they get splice?

w m  t'f/tiic

spare husbands of wives who married two or three ti ^¡¡1
earth? This is a very perplexing problem, as JesuS c)0s?l 
himself found on one occasion ; and considering it too mi

d»is likely to give one a headache, especially in this sui 
weather ; so we leave it to the clergy who still pr®a ^  
and who are probably able (with the Lord’s help) t 
headaches and heat better than we are.

blis'lmuy v. j n o«1'
some sermons delivered by him while Bishop of̂  ,!gh fl1?"

Bishop Ryle was a fine old fossil.

He saj’s in one of them : “ We do not often meet JVItaf tM. 
who deny the divinity of Christ, or the personality e il 
Holy Ghost, or disbelieve the Bible, or doubt the exist 
God, and so bring upon themselves swift destruction.

The British Weekly makes some pointed comments ^  jiS 
sermon. “ What is meant,” it asks, “ in these day? v'Oy 
believing the Bible? It is not so long since Dr. R)'i vefba' 
have said that to disbelieve the Bible was to dispute * rflic 
and literal inspiration. Whether he would say so n° Jst 
his own son, still an Evangelical, is a leader a®°|ian,£'^

Jiis

Higher Critics, we do not know. Facts like these, nit,6 othave to be deeply considered. Preachers may be <lu‘,71||' 
that many of their hearers in all the churches are j  g(teH 
doubts and questionings and misgivings. They 
read plausible arguments for unbelief with which the Pr 
is unfamiliar.”

The Rev. Mr. Sheldon’s attempt to run an ideal ,lC"*f tj? 
lor a week has inspired another editor, H. J. Feltus, tlp- 
Bloomington, Indiana, Star, to turn over the paP f  

printer’s devil ” to conduct the sheet as Satan would'.,. ^ » 
editorial Mr. Feltus says : “ The Star for Saturday"" ^  
devil of a paper. No church notices, nor reading 
nor advertisements oí a religious nature will be 
V\ e propose to let the devil have full sway !”

-----  1 •
A question of conscience has been submitted to 

o the Methodist Times, who is a great stickler f°J athclSlo 
wiien he is not fabricating tales about “ converted “id 
A correspondent says he went as assistant to a gf0L J , 1F\ 
is well known in the town as a Christian.” Lie »{¡Íis wen Known in tne town as a  unristian. ‘■ ‘y  jjiifl, c
ever, that he could not conscientiously work f°r •[lStaI]c ,’| 
..... -l, .i___ ____ _____j ■ __ “ Eorim J f?

_________ ____  __ '"|,e
much deception was practised in the shop, 
a lady asked for a ham at 8j£d. per lb., I gavpIJ . -----------------— Jt-----------------------> O . .
same quality as if she had asked for one at y}ia-
for i id. thev we6d i f  V°d‘ butter>and the next cusi-. „ 
bacon, one cou n w  b° l l  *e,rvecl fr°m the same ^ f  jaiirijf 
counter 9 WJ and f f f  S^ d; Per ,b- the best cuts, a n ^

’ 1 bnd thls is a general thing in the g(°C
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¡ ^ ° n t r a d e .” The editor decides that it is “ a dishonest

Th
/V,^ ' % her Criticism is being discussed in the United 
finds ilCn, an Magazine. Mr. Norman Fraser, of Hamilton, 
On ti]ld ,uch criticism is helpful to faith in Jesus Christ. 
anyone °^ler hand, Dr. Whitelaw cannot understand how 
the SqU Cafn b°M 00 more intelligently and firmly to Jesus as 
Pentafp° u whilst believing him to be mistaken about the 
of Jr. Uch> the Psalms, the Flood, and about all that is said 
Sc°tt;siCSp| raham, an(fi David. At a public breakfast of the 
Highe 1 fi'hureh Society, Professor Cooper denounced the 

the fai«1 »cUm as having “ shaken the very foundations

TalmaV^0 tbe outhnes of a fine allegorical picture in which 
Serrnon ' figure. They are sketched by himself in a
°Ithe S/>n 'v*1‘ch he says : “ I put one foot on Darwin’s Origin 
and the anc* 1 Put the other foot on Spencer’s Biology, 
Genejij11’ a°tding in one hand the book of Moses, I see our 
lion I ’ anĉ ’ holding in the other hand the book of Revela-, 
CrUsherSl»’C i°Ur ?e*est>al arrival.” Under Talmage’s “ beetle 

s there is small chance for science.

COilCnp,iCh.rist°P.her' rector of St. Aldate’s, Oxford, is much 
not «  over the Ober-Ammergau Passion play. He is 
and . that “ the stark Atheism which openly defies God 
b a k i n g - J e s u s  Christ is not less objectionable than the 
them in 111 jrchandise of the Savior’s sufferings, and parodying 
this is oraer to add to the attractions of a continental tour.” 
Can ■* , ety fine as an outburst of pious indignation, but how 
they (j0 rli Atheists ” defy, openly or otherwise, that which 
s®ch an ,K ,beI,ieye.to ex'st ? Where is there any instance of

1 absurd defiance ?

"fife Xii
of

. , in its description of the Ober-Ammergau play,
Hll one strolls into the Gastzimmer of one of the inns 

the denVening, one may be surprised to discern, through 
v0cidenS? j?°uds ° f  tobacco smoke, heads grouped around 
‘ et. tables covered with big Seidel of Bavarian beer.

rePrs

an

of <Lori the morrow, their owners are going Jo fill the parts 
tepr ’ John, or St. Peter, or of Nicodemus, in the dramatic 

station of the Passion of Christ.”

Wh ■
M at is there so incongruous in this, after all ? Was it 
s°fted ■ a Matter of complaint against Christ that he con- 
ootnn-̂ 'th wine-bibbers, or, as we should now say, pothouse 
aiDop n7> and was he not most agreeable and accommodating 

Sst the drunken marriaire truests at Cana ?

^he Clfjj t®wart Thompson, writing home from India

g - r  r •
^.lns !” No doubt; but why doesn’t he pray for 

fip®;il t0 in his Book of Common Prayer a form of

-V t K„ . ------ «. WliUllg nv/llic HUH] 11JUIU
: efiecirC J Missionary Society and describing the lament- 

tpi fi°r r;f;„ f,lle famine, exclaims . “ Oh ! how we are long-

Pra,■yed to 
,.'vhat

« . ,-1113 1JUUJV Ut VyUUUUUIl 1 IdJCl Cl IU1111
1 ‘Eighty God for the fall of rain. Or, if he has

SüPplicaUonê lcacy does there appear to be in that kind

„Mr.

¡.'‘ ‘ling r -“»•uinmunication.” lie  has already---------  -
tls artiei/0!11 the Vatican upon the publication of some of 
0 refer LS ,!n 11 Popolo Romano, but he does not hesitate 

PvCactised . i*le extent to which the art of equivocation is 
n can u  iiome," and to the “ cynical falsity” of the‘*0 rw ’ *1 ft fn-it- - ”  •
Sroingress fn n tber says that Romanism is not only making 

Utid, n Great Britain and her colonies, but is losing

fo»/io/<  1 TlTempiation ” is the subject of an article in the 
Yçf'days’ V 1 e writer says that “ modern examples” show a 
tyj?’ big ast. f° be “ quite possible without-any miracle.”
v(!i’cb ln the open air and under the conditions in
• efV - oil S?S Was XT- J—.t... .1........ i-------------  •gfi.Wel, r -w a s  placed. No doubt the writer knows this 
cf,^taken ee ŝ he cannot alTord to say so. We fancy he

r~"" ’• Q^V&h, in attempting to set aside the miraculous
“  ' ' .  yewua O,. V' UrhofU-----i-1, - A T--------i ------------------------------- 1--1 - 1 ■ ’He

C ^ te ::r °f chaV emPted‘tn2n,St’s temptation. The reader may by-and-by, 
the 0ti supnlv r wllether the Master was not helped out by 

Market  ̂° f sandwiches— tinned stuffs not being then in

as gv^:rcjjbrsh°p of Canterbury! His own salary is as 
thajilR ricjle ’ ,,ut he complains that, although the country is 

11 "'as vp *■ 10 money devoted to religious objects is less 
of a fay; arsago.” Dr. Temple implores the nation to 
po^fistiar,^ Proportion” of its wealth on “ the great cause 
jVoui?/1’ Peril Rut 'le does not state what is a fair pro- 
itii>.? be a Vp aPs he would say “ A tythe at least ’’— which 
th C » t the a,? PretJy income for the Black Army, consider

e d  tniip nUa* ‘ncome ° f  tins nation is something like a
’■ ant:Hir »

"as speaking at the annual meeting of the

Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge. Last year this 
Society spent £ i "1,000 more than it received, and the sub
scriptions were .¿3,500 less than they were half a century 
ago. This was naturally a very lamentable fact to the Arch
bishop, but we fancy the trouble will go on increasing. 
People are gradually discovering that there is no Christian 
knowledge to promote.

The porter at St. George’s Workhouse, London, who, 
applying for another appointment, said he “ could relieve 
the chaplain when on annual leave,” had pretty accurately 
guaged the amount of ability required for the holy office. 
Probably the porter would have proved himself equally as 
effective as the salaried cleric. Certainly no great effort 
would have been needed. The porter’s proposal contains the 
germ of an economic suggestion that ought to commend 
itself to Bumbledom. Why not merge the appointments in 
future, and employ “ porter-chaplains ” ? The inmates 
wouldn’t object; in fact, they would hail the amalgamation 
with delight if a part of the stipend saved were distributed to 
them in ’bacca and tea.

The tradesmen of Swansea, who have been annoyed by 
vexatious prosecutions for Sunday trading, are now taking 
retaliatory steps. They have applied for summonses against 
the Mayor and Corporation for employing men on Sundays, 
against a Councillor for being driven to chapel on Sunday, 
against a magistrate for allowing his men to work on Sun
days, and against a minister for being driven to a wedding 
on a Sunday. This is a good way of showing the absurdity 
of Sabbatarian interference.

The postal authorities up till recently adopted the very 
commendable plan of allotting the Sunday work to employees 
who, having no conscientious scruples in the matter, were 
willing to undertake it. The number of volunteers having 
fallen off, the authorities have required certain junior men to 
take duty who entered the service on the express condition 
that they would be liable to give attendance on Sunday. 
Each man will be required to be in attendance on about one 
Sunday in six, but will be at liberty to find a substitute. 
This does not seem to be any very great hardship. Neverthe
less, the postal employees have protested. But for the cheese
paring policy of the authorities, no trouble need have arisen. 
It would be easy enough to engage a sufficient number of 
supernumeraries to cover the work, and there are heaps of 
poor clerks and others in all the large towns who would be 
glad of the job.

The uncharitableness, not to say venom, introduced by 
Church people in the unedifying dispute over Ritualism 
has led to an outrage which all right-minded persons will 
agree is shameful in the extreme. The tombstone erected 
by Lord Halifax, the Ritualistic leader, in Hickleton Church
yard, over the grave of three of his sons has been defaced 
and mutilated, evidently by some Protestant fanatic. When 
this kind of thing can be perpetrated by one set of Christians 
upon another, it is surely a comfort and a distinction to be 
outside the pale of Christianity altogether.

An old beggar woman in Paris, named Marie Zeo, being a 
devout Catholic, was in the habit of fasting three times a 
w eek; was accustomed to pray kneeling in cold w ater; 
applied burning coals to her body, and lashed herself with 
a leathern thong covered with nails. She wore a hair shirt, 
and her body was covered with burns and wounds. She was 
sixty-two, and her death is attributed to her self-inflicted 
tortures. A cheerful kind of religion which could suggest 
and sanction such useless suffering, which falls little short 
of suicide 1 ___

It is a good thing that the Rev. Ernest James Augustus 
Fitzroy is a professing Christian, and was formerly vicar of 
St. Jude’s, Liverpool. Had he been a professed Freethinker, 
we should never have heard the last of his delinquencies. 
Some time ago he stole a brother clergyman’s portmanteau, 
and was committed for trial, but released on promising to 
enter the Church Army. Recently he tried to pass a worth
less cheque in a public-house at St. Pancras, and for this 
offence is again committed for trial. When arrested, he 
admitted that this was only one of 120 similar cases of 
which he had been guilty. Fictitious cheques were found 
upon him. He lost his living at St. Jude’s through intem
perance.

A Brixton local preacher and chapel builder is under remand 
for defrauding the Works Department of the London County 
Council. He absconded, and then attempted to commit 
suicide.

Thomas Perkins, who has acted as sexton at various 
churches in Surrey and Lincolnshire, is charged at North
ampton with stealing £ 6  from Kingsthorpe Church poor 
box. House-breaking tools were found in his possession. 
Similar offences in various parts of the country are alleged
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against him. He says he forgives those who have been 
instrumental in his arrest—he is so happy.

A correspondent signing himself E. Scott in the Yarmouth 
Mercury, by way of reply to Mr. Headley, denies that St. 
Cyril of Alexandria had anything to do with the murder of 
Hypatia ; indeed, he alleges that “ St. Cyril deeply deplored 
the crime.” His authority for these statements is not Gibbon, 
whom he sneers at, but “ other historians.” But he is careful 
not to name one of them. It will be time enough to answer 
his nonsense when he condescends to be specific.

Dr. Norman Macleod, the new Moderator of the General 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland, will have no “ paltering ” 
with the “ essentials” of the Christian faith. “ The preacher,” 
he says, “ who leaves his hearers in doubt as to whether he 
honestly believes, say, in the divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
or the efficacy of his atoning sacrifice, or in the historical 
truth of his resurrection from the dead, has no place in a 
Christian pulpit.” We quite agree with him. But his pro
test will not prevent the spread of scepticism amongst the 
clergy. Call themselves Christians as they may, it is simply 
impossible for a considerable number of them to be Christians 
in the old sense of the word. Little by little, they are obliged 
to abandon the miraculous ; and theology is minimised, 
ostensibly in the interest of ethics, but really in the interest 
of self-preservation.

“ Some of our readers,” the editor of the Sunday Reader 
says, “ may ask whether the evil of Atheism is sufficiently 
widespread to create alarm amongst Christian people. If 
any of them have any doubts on this point, let them go to the 
public parks and see the large crowds which gather round an 
infidel speaker. That these are not attracted by mere curiosity 
is evident from the fact that they plainly show their sympathy 
with the speaker, and appear to thoroughly enjoy his coarse 
jests on holy subjects.” But this is not all, nor even the 
worst, for “ The circulation of infidel literature is unfortunately 
large, and this touches a larger and more intellectual class.”

The editor of the Sunday' Reader is evidently a more 
sensible and careful writer than the gentleman he has 
engaged to contribute a series of articles on “ Infidelity and 
Agnosticism.” Mr. Waldron airs his subtle wit as soon as 
possible by remarking of the National Secular Society that 
“ its head is a Foote.” We suppose this is a great effort on 
the part of the Christian humorist. He must have been 
nursing that colossal joke a long time to work it off so 
quickly in his second paragraph.

Mr. Waldron goes on to say that you may easily pick out 
the Atheists in a crowd by their faces, for the joy has gone 
out of their lives. Well, well ! Were we not about right in 
saying beforehand that it did not matter very much what this 
Christian Evidencer might say? He will never pass for a 
genius until he gets to heaven. There would be no chance 
for him in the other place, which is known to be well stocked 
with wits and philosophers.

Sheriff Campbell, of Stornoway, has been passing some 
strong remarks on the custom of letting young people do 
their courting in bed. “ Witnesses,” he said, “ took their 
places in the h°x with sanctimonious countenances, and, 
before taking the oath, assumed an attitude of prayer to 
Almighty God to help and guide them to bear faithful 
witness, and then, undpr the sanctity of that oath, went on 
to admit that in their own houses they allowed this custom, 
without taking any precautions or making the slightest 
protest or objection.” He called upon all the Presbyteries in 
the island to war against “ this phase of the social habits of 
the people,” which was “ a disgrace and a scandal.” But 
what can we expect the Presbyteries to do ? These religious 
bodies have always been fighting, in their own way, against 
“ fornication.” No success, however, has attended their 
efforts. The fact is, their hard, puritahic religion makes the 
lives of the people so mean and unlovely that they are forced 
to fly to carnal excitement in order to render their existence 
tolerable.

The Rev. H. R. White made an after-dinner speech at the 
annualfeed of the Mars Lodge, R.A.O.B., at Shoeburyness. 
He pointed out that there were three hundred religious 
denominations in England, and said that if there was one 
clergyman attached to each there were three hundred ways 
to get to the better land. Here the Mayor interposed with a 
question. “ Is that to be sold in plots ?” he asked, amidst 
loud laughter. But the reverend gentleman went on 
describing the duties of a clergyman, one of which was 
“ to baptise babies at both ends.” We have heard that 
wheeze before, but did not expect to hear it from the mouth 
of a professional baptiser. It looks as though the dinner had 
taken effect.

J une 17»

Mr. Raymond Blathwayt interviewed a Black Afn ĵ 
Bishop, now in London, for the Daily News. Being aS. 
how far down civilisation went in the mind of the na 
African, the Black Bishop replied as follows : “ It o®Pe  ̂
upon the district. I, for instance, am a Yoruba nat'vi ’ n 
also was my predecessor, Bishop Crowther, the first Ang11 
native Bishop in Africa. Now we have had for cent11 
clear and distinct ideas of civilisation in the Yoruba cou . 
Marriage is a recognised institution, although polyga, 'n0 
allowed ; there is no such thing as adultery', there >s 
illegitimacy. We have a great respect for authority an , 0f 
age. Our law of inheritance gives the wife entire contf  ̂
her own property and earnings, which on her death paj’ a 
her children. We have a regular system of governme ’ j 
popular assembly of the people, declaring their own ^ 
upon any important subject that may be before ¡n 
Government. We had a regular Court of Divorce^ 
the country ; theft is punished with death and P®rPe 
social disgrace to the thief's family. No respectable  ̂
would take a daughter from or give a daughte  ̂
that fam ily; the same with suicide. This springs , e 
their strong belief in the doctrine of heredity—a u°c ^  
formulated not from science, but from experience. r 0 ^
reason they are very strict in their marriage relations. . (j]C 
you can marry first cousins ; that would be unheard ot 11 ^  
Yoruba country. All these things will prove to y°u ¡t 
already we have a system of civilisation, and so you ,, 
would not do to graft your system wholesale upon ours.

haVe
It is evident, therefore, that the British missionaries s 

little to teach these negroes.in the way of morality. ' c u,li 
they have something to learn from them. We very ^  
doubt if the Yoruba people will be improved by the Chfl ¡̂r 
gentlemen from England who are so anxious about 
immortal souls.

The Russian Church is reported to have made e'a ,̂0jjis 
arrangements for excommunicating Count Leo Tolstoi- j]e 
offences are manifold. He does not believe in the Triny’t|,e 
speaks lightly and blasphemously of the mystery 0 5̂ 
Incarnation, perverts the holy text of the Gospels, and > ¡,e
at the rites and sacraments of the Church. Worst ot ’ ¡5 
calls the Church a human institution. Whoever says  ̂¡s 
a deadly enemy of priestcraft. The theory of the Chu 
that it is ordained by God.

Roiina''
This is the Anno Santo (the Holy Year) with the y  

Catholic Church, and pilgrims are flocking to the H°*‘.¿¡¡¡fi 
Ninety thousand of them visited Rome between fC • >  
and All bools’ Day, fifteen thousand of whom were f° 'L A j 3s 
Half a million are expected before the year closes.  ̂ A 
they all leave a bit for the I’ope, the holy man is in c 
Belgian nobleman is reported to have given him 700,000 
A still larger sum was given by a wealthy Austrian 
Yes, the Anno Santo is working out extremely wen 
Holy Father.

Life out of Christ is life in a cellar. So sa'^r tiinburS!' 
Professor Marcus Dods in a Presbyterian church at cm , siib' 
last Sunday. Bradlaugh and Ingersoll, therefore, I" 1 poilSl 
terranean lives— mean and miserable ; while Profess 
we presume, lives well up on the third floor— near ^
For our part, we should say that life out of Christ Ijj 
likely to take a man to a garret than a cellar. Opp05̂  n'd 
the orthodox faith too often dooms a man to poverty 
as calumny. ___ j

Mr. C. W. Bowerman, Secretary of the London 
Compositors, and Mr. James Sexton, Secretary of the  ̂gift 0 
Union of Dock Laborers, are going to America with (e > 
¿£4,000 for thè founding of a Labor College over _ierit‘ll'',1 
acknowledgment of the Ruskin Hall founded by ■ °j 
at Oxford. An excellent fraternal mission ! ^Ur.;sli°P 0s 
earth must they start with the blessing of the 
London ? Is that in recognition of the fact that fegi)* 
journals are the worst sinners against Trade Um® 
tions as to the hours of work and the rate of wages •

The late Miss Mary Kingsley—a brave, bright 
expressed as her last wish that her body should be 
sea. The remains were, therefore, enclosed in a hea“  ¡W[1' 
and conveyed by a torpedo boat several miles off ^a!fhis 
where they were sunk in the depths of tin ocean. 1 ¡M  
quite a poetic funeral, but we shudder to think oH» 
prospects when “ the sea gives up her dead.” . ‘r bel\t 
vvas sure to burst, and the fishes have had a din° ¡̂n ‘ 
this. How, then, will the lady pull herself together 
the resurrection ?

-----  inb>>
The rector of Ascot Heath shot himself in the 

own house, and death was instantaneous. We hop „¡¡¡oMtf 
will attract the attention of Dr. Talmage, who is n°'' 3
us. According jo that gentleman, it is the Atheist 
always rushing into suicides’ graves.
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N .B.

Ttle FREETHINKER is no longer published at 28 Stone- 
Ctttter-street, but at 1 Stationers’ Hall Court, Ludgate 
Hill> London, E.C., the office o f the Freethought Pub- 

"shing Company, Limited, where all orders and eom- 
Unieations should be addressed.

To Correspondents.

nicatin RLrS W a t t s 's  L e c t u r in g  E n g a g e m e n ts .— AH 
r°ad ° irS ,for ^ r* W atts should be sent to him at 24 Carm inia- 
addre a¡rani> S .W . I f  a  reply is required, a  stam ped and 

J^IE Ŝec* envelope must be enclosed.

— Y o u  are m istaken. T h ere  are no tw o such
Allant* « ti iicvjjo j'uu aie i<

W, les between K in gs and Chronicles,

A, "~See Paragraph.

J?ters in the Bible, Perhaps you are referring to the close

j> i r Thanks-
T h e mems. have proved useful.

tion ofR“ IN' — Tt is not possible to g ive  you the right pronuncia- 
®nSlish ^ oe^he ” by print or w riting. A sk  a Germ an, or an 

JaiiEs man who know s how, to pronounce it in you r hearing.

'"eeti , ' AT-E— Much pleased to hear of the capital and successful 
T. SMl~ m V ‘ct°ria  Park.
K «ITh.-

AxE| Thanks. H ope to m ake use o f  it.

CcePt oúr t̂ on]ten*;s"sheet shall be sent to the new sagent. 

M s .

0ur thanks.

~(i) W e cannot answ er your question as yet re Ingersoll’s 
''liters ]] .. le com plete edition, which is being issued by the 

will run to som e tw elve la rge  volum es. W e 
^"SUnd. ’ that this edition is to be copyrighted
M  Wn„’iu nd’ ' n an "̂ ca sc , the Freethought Publishing Com -

sale,
th,

" ’ould 
?PS an

not think o f a ctin g  contrary to the fam ily’s wishes, 
ctiô  an accaagem ent m ight be m ade for publishing a  special 

un»-: A r s o n ' s  w orks in England. But the arrival o f
*’aVê ?er’can

England. But the arrival o f 
'■ e v —  edition must .first be aw aited . (2) Pleased to 

M i Ur congratulations on the other m atter. (3) Aye shall 
2s* 6d. for the Sym es Fund. But w e are not inviting 

H’iJ| .options just yet. W e  are a sk in g  Mr. Sym es whether he 
mount6 ,a^ e to visit E ngland i f  the financial difficulty is sur- 
i.everai * ^  he cannot, it is no use proceeding further,
mtn. weeks will elapse, necessarily, before w e hear from

— W e are obliged. S ee “ S u ga r Plums.

'  U&hp?u'— T he Star's quarrel with the R ev. H ugh Price 
W  ,oes not interest us as editor o f  the Freethinker. It is

v c aquarrel-
'SsUe, k,\ T our valued article  is not ,  * »ut will ;H,
a,®onID.ltiG

appear in our next.
time for this w eek ’s

, -Jgst m'p aÿ s whether there is likely to be “ any excursion 
severa1nĴ 1ers o f  the N . S. S. to the Paris Exhibition.” H e

■ ev,Up es ^ °lhers he knows think o f ta k in g  the trip, and he j 
FJ .^Speciaii ou?  ̂ Le most enjoyable if  a party could be made
ina^ an p ' S  !f  they 

1 r Preeiï?th‘nkers. 
’ ■ !• tyAD„ ht?‘ ier  would

could g e t  in touch with some o f the 
T his correspondent thinks that a  note 
elicit ideas on the subject.

b r 'nj? a us a  cutting from the East London Observer
Mp . j P0rt o f „r, v.—  1___ j_ ,:____j  «...«i:iipd 0rdaunT 0°^ an address said to have been delivered by 

eHv c.bigism und in R e g e n t’s P ark  to '
änd referr ‘3^  ° f  individuals proressing A theism .”
"  . Shaj.1 .. U to " infiHf»1c " ae “ fnnlo ”  “ Vinn crr\r lw

M e y  S

‘ an audience ;
T his I

sharkV " infidels ” as “ fools,” “ hungry hounds,”  I
Hw. .^ e y  rA  , said his sister had fallen into their hands,

> e l f ?
, V ? 1 -1 

SvM n.

m o U1 l lc l  s u u s ic iiic e , a n a  l u u iu  s c a r c e ly
Peasantment ° f  her departure before dividing the spoil. 
elf as a rSFea 'ie r> with such a  g ift for a ccu racy, described 

Jew. Ho anv o f nnr ropder« Unow pnvthinc pt.o.,1

her substance, and could scarcely  
the spoil.

________  j  , described
F>o any o f our readers know anything about

''’ar'd?, Fund,ee Sam oih. W e hold you r 2s. for the
L'n,i,e j’ Fleas * 1 ^ccum ents you  ask ed  for have* been for- 
^0|tlDa ancl ' l °  Lear you wish to join  the Secular S ocietj’, 

a— • 0 take Shares ' ' "

rie.
Pany_
Bjp

the F reethought Publishing
el, *ad 10 he*

!!'e 'n the ^ou 80 much enjoyed the C onference public 
;ke .j « u een ’s Hall. Y o u r suggestions in regard  to

, a fair pFer foldedl f  Worthy o f  consideration. W e m ight have 
a V», ' la°Unt or ’ ^ e  Index would involve much labor and 

C M°h TlJ f ° f e x Pe'ise 

-

th ?’ saysPa ^ ap -ief -----‘■11C »^ v eren u  u iH C K g u a ra  s e v e r a l lim e s
Cu,'drlv • ra ê to mGrc*ful the L o rd ’s name, and 

.vv?̂ ,stratrs* T h e nXl° US to have the m atter kept out o f  the 
^ i lv te 5 ivere m^ S?r ^ as qwite unfit for publication, and the

H ow ever, w e shall see.

w as in court when the R ev. W illiam 
w as fined for indecent conduct on the

w

r°re the ñ^Tha

"terciful to his “ g r e y  hairs ” in letting him off

ttle next i f t h s  for the enclosure. T h e m atter will com e 
^  Xecutive m eeting.

VVay s  pleased to hear from you. In our next.

H. L e e s  S um ner .— Y o u r letter has our attention, though w e 
fan cy you r fears are  e x a g g era te d . Fresh arrangem ents are 
bein g made.

R. R h o d e s , the Chatham  Branch d elegate  to the N. S. S. C on
ference, w r ite s : “ I wish you would convey through your 
journal the sincere thanks o f  this Branch, and o f  m yself in 
particular, for the reception given  to the provincial d elegates. 
K n ow in g som ething o f  such w ork, I felt for the organisers in 
their arduous duties. Although a  thorough C ockn ey m yself, I 
confess to having seen more o f  London in one d a y  (Whit- 
M onday) than I ever saw  in any similar period o f  my life there. 
E veryth in g w as all that could be desired.”

J. A . Mo k e s .— Y o u r Freethinker subscription is handed to the 
C om pany’s secretary . W e are pleased to hear from so old a  
subscriber, and to know  that you still enjoy readin g this journal 
above all others.

C o n fe r e n c e  F u n d .— Miss V an ce  ack n ow led ges :— R. Johnson, 
4s.; M. Brow n, is .

P a p e r s  R e c e iv e d .— T w o  W orld s— P aisley E xp ress— Sentinel—  
G ray 's  G a ze tte — Boston Investigator— D aily  E xp ress— Truth- 
seek er (N ew  Y o rk )— G la sg o w  H erald— Yarm outh M ercury—  
Lucifer— Ethical W orld— T ruthseeker (Bradford)— T h e Sunday 
R ead er— La R aison— N ew  Y o rk  Journal— W estern  M orning 
N e ws — Catholic.

F r ie n d s  who send us new spapers would enhance the favor by 
m arking the p a ssages to which th ey w ish us to call attention.

L e c t u r e  N o t ic e s  must reach 1 Stationers' H all Court, L u dgate  
Hill, E .C ., by first post T uesd ay, or they will not be inserted.

T he National Secular S o c iety ’s office is at 1 S tationers’ H all Court, 
L u dgate Hill, E .C ., w here all letters should be addressed to 
Miss V an ce.

L e t t e r s  for the E d itor o f  the Freethinker should be  addressed to 
1 Stationers’ H all Court, L u d gate  Hill, E .C .

O r d e rs  for literature should be sent to the F reethought Pub
lishing Com pany, Lim ited, 1 S tation ers’ H all Court, L u d gate  
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T h e  Freethinker w ill be forw arded d irect from the publishing 
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Special.

O w in g  to the W hitsuntide holidays supervening-, a great 
many of the new Prospectuses of the Freethought Pub
lishing Company, Limited, which were inserted in the 
Freethinker a few weeks ago, got thrown aside or 
mislaid. W e therefore print an Application Form for 
Shares in our advertisement columns for the sake of 
those who may want to have it handy. A large number 
of Secularists, who have not already done so, can afford 
to invest a little in this enterprise. All the preliminary 
difficulties— and they were very considerable— have been 
surmounted. The Company has settled down in its own 
premises, and the great thing to be done now is to 
develop the publishing business and extend the circu
lation of the Freethinker. To do this on really effective 
lines involves the command or ample resources. W e 
do not start from zero, but from an advantageous 
point of the register, from which the ascent, under 
favorable conditions, is comparatively easy. W hat is 
sought is not gifts, but investments. Those who take 
up Shares have a proportionate control of the opera
tions, and there is no reason in the world why they 
should not get a reasonable return upon their money. In 
any case, it seems the business of the whole party, and 
not of one or a few individuals, to find the means for 
properly carrying on the work of the party ; and this 
Company is organised for the purpose of doing a work 
of the very highest importance. It is to be hoped, 
therefore, that all who are capable of assistance will 
lose no time in rendering it. Several persons have 
applied for Shares during the past few weeks, but the 
number is not quite satisfactory, considering the easy 
way in which the payment of the Shares is distributed. 
W e beg the sleepy ones to wake up, and the tardy 
ones to bestir themselves. This is the affair of all who 
sincerely desire the success of the Freethought move
ment. G. W . F o o t e .
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Sugar Plums.
T he Athenaeum Hall will be closed for the rest of the 
summer. There will be no lecture to-night (June 17). The 
weather is really too fine for indoor meetings, and the 
ventilation of the Athenaeum Hall, depending largely upon 
temperature, does not work so well during the summer heat. 
London Freethinkers who occasionally visit this Hall are 
requested to note this announcement.

Arrangements are being made for a number of Sunday 
Freethought Demonstrations in London during July and 
August. Miss Vance is seeing to the business side of the 
enterprise, and Mr. Foote is exercising a general supervision, 
besides taking his share of the speaking. Detailed announce
ments will be made in due course.

The Annual Excursion of London Freethinkers, under the 
auspices of the N. S. S. Executive, has long been fixed for the 
first Sunday in July. Metropolitan Branches all had good 
notice of this fixture, and some of them (at least) have 
arranged to drop their outdoor work on that day, in order to 
release their committees in particular as well as their members 
in general. Margate had the preference as the place of 
destination, and Mr. Muons kindly undertook to put his 
large room at the disposal of the excursionists for tea. But 
unfortunately the railway officials found out, after a lot of 
correspondence, that they could not start a special train at 
any time whatever between eight and ten. A special train 
has therefore been chartered for Brighton, the second place of 
choice. The tickets are only 3s. each, and half price (is. 6d.) 
for children under twelve. A guarantee is given for a minimum 
of three hundred, but this number ought to be considerably 
exceeded.

The N. S. S. special train for Brighton is timed to start as 
follows :— London Bridge, 9.25 ; New Cross, 9.30 ; Victoria, 
9.25 ; Clapham Junction, 9.30. This is a very convenient 
time for all concerned, except, perhaps, for a few who live in 
remote suburban parts. But of course it is impossible to suit 
everybody’s convenience in so vast a place as London. The 
return from Brighton is timed for 8.10.

Mr. W. Heaford had a fine meeting in Victoria Park on 
Sunday evening, and the experiment will be continued, 
especially as more ladies attend the evening lectures. In 
the afternoon there was a little disturbance, but neither Mr. 
Heaford nor the Branch committee were put out of temper 
by it, for they know that Christians take a good-deal of 
educating.

Mr. C. Cohen delivers his first evening lecture in Victoria 
Park this summer to-day (June 17) at 6.15. Local “ saints ” 
will please note. Mr. Cohen also lectures there in the 
afternoon at 3.15.

Baron Adolphe de Rothschild, of Paris, left nearly .£800,000 
in legacies. £20,000 goes in aid of poor Catholic priests, 
Protestant pastors, and Jewish rabbis. The testator hopes 
that this act of toleration will find imitators. Certainly it 
shows his own freedom from religious bigotry. But we think 
a grea-t deal more of his more purely charitable bequests to 
hospitals, poor children, and ill-used animals. Very little is 
left to exclusively Jewish charities. Baron Rothschild’s will 
is calculated to allay the passionate prejudice against the 
Jews which is being fomented by the Catholic Church for the 
most sinister political ends.

Mr. Justice Mathew deserves credit for calling attention, 
as he did before the Romilly Society, to the wicked ill- 
treatment of unconvicted prisoners in England. During 
1898 no fewer than 513 accused persons were detained in 
prison for eight weeks before they were brought to trial, and 
as many as 86 were found to be innocent when they had an 
opportunity of meeting the charges against them. These 
innocent persons were locked up in a cell for twenty-three 
hours out of every twenty-four, and, besides being tortured 
in various ways, were placed at a great disadvantage in pre
paring for their defence. Such treatment of unconvicted 
prisoners is a sheer relic of barbarism. Bail ought to be 
allowed in every possible case. Moreover, the persons under 
arrest should be allowed all freedom consistent with their safe 
custody.

Mr. A. B. Moss lectured to a good audience at Mile 
End-road on Sunday. He was opposed by a prophet who 
pronounced the doom of London, amidst general laughter. 
Mr. Moss is contributing a series of Freethought letters to a 
South London paper.

The Liverpool Branch picnic is fixed for July 22. 
Waggonettes will run to Aughton and Ormskirlr. The 
tickets are 3s. 6d. each. Friends wishing to join the party 
should apply early to Mr. Hammond, 26 Sandheys-street, or 
to Mr. W. Cox, secretary, 1 Dove-road, Walton.

The Co-operative Congress has resolved that £10,000 ¡>  ̂
be spent on the memorial to Robert Owen at Newtown- 
is to take the form of a public library, to include k°° j j e(| 
reference relating to questions of social reform ; connCQjr 
with which is to be a hostel for students of sociology- ^  
readers scarcely need to be reminded that Robert Owen 
a Freethinker as well as a Humanitarian.

“ Why Won’t Parsons Debate?” is still b e i n g  debate 
the Newcastle Weekly Chronicle. Christians and Freethu1'  ̂
are both having a fair hearing. But the parsons lie fie 
wag at our elbow says that when they don’t lie low tn ; 
high. ___

lettef
The Times has printed the following extract from a ^  

written by the late Professor Mivart not long bc 
death :— The various articles and few books I have w  ̂
have always represented my convictions at the tm j.y 
accurately as I could represent them. My last work. ^ 
Groundwork of Science (John Murray), has undergo11 ¡t 
ecclesiastical supervision, my convictions when I wr ^  
being almost fully what they now are. I have no ^ j. 
leaning to Atheism or Agnosticism now than I ever tl>e 
but the inscrutable, incomprehensible energy pervadR'k^ 
universe, and (as it seems to me) disclosed by science, . ^ 
profoundly, as I read nature, from the God worshipPe 
Christians.” ___

Miss E. M. Vance, the N. S. S. secretary, asks us to rei ĵ, 
Branches that it is now their duty to appoint their correSP 
ing secretaries and delegates to the Executive. This s ^  
be done forthwith, as an Executive meeting will be 
during the last week in June.

“ George Sand.”
~ 1 " ¡̂i| b*

“ I claim  no place in the w orld o f  letters ; I am, and '' 
alone, as long as I live and a fte r.”—  Walter Savage Lcind° * ^

L i t e r a r y  reputations are set up and demolished 
provoking a rapidity that it is pleasant to turn to aaj;stic 
great writer who is beyond the reach of the j°u rl1 . ced 
turmoil of the day. Long ago Sainte-Beuve P 
“  George Sand ” at the head of the then living 
writers. How far “  George Sand ” deserved 
place indicated by the renowned French critic vve he$ 
venture to determine, but her name has since
inscribed among the Olympians. ^  0

Amantine Dupin, better known by her pen-»11 
“ George Sand,” was born in 1804. She was a desc ^  (?)' 
o f the famous Marshal Saxe. She was br0.US!n vie'v!' 
a grandmother and a tutor who held Voltairea £00 
but did not wish to impress them upon a cbl giigiolj’ 
sequently, Mdlle. Dupin was left with no ^  
teaching at all during some of the most impreS . 
years of her life. J  W

Some stories, impartially told her, about ^ .^ eol°$ 
Jupiter and other mythical monsters were all the ^  te,1j 
that she remembered at this time. A t the age

tlic
with the precocity of genius, she had invented ll■ ® 
her own. But this deity was dethroned as (
older. Unfortunately, the young girl was sen ( 
convent of the Anglaises at Paris to complete h se0 ,̂ 
tion. The Christian superstition was there P . ¡¡¡e& 
in its most winning form by the nuns who adapj^ 
selves to her highly imaginative and sympatheti j 

After two years’ pressure the poor girl sue 
and was on the verge of spoiling her whole l»e 
the veil. Her grandmother became seriously^ 1 
and removed the girl not a moment too *°toC) 'v' J
nuns had done their damnable work only ¡¡(eounce » ef tb

e 'f
Mdlle. Dupin’s faith, and her wish to ren
which she was wholly ignorant, persisted 
gates of the convent had closed behind her. v< 
she was not like other girls. Her mind 'v^.lristi»I'l[;li 
to be permanently affected by the drug of L t 5b ^ 
Recovery came, slowly but surely. Her ¡,y
arose from a perusal of Chateaubriand s ¡c
Christianisme, a book,' unwittingly, recoin11 jjeas ^  
her unsuspicious confessor. She found 0» tjis
antagonistic to her preconceived views f° un 
Imitatio Christi that she w as finally led. 1° c0lIld ,,,1!? 
truth and unity of a religious system, wine 
be expounded in two different senses, She» \ 
and imperceptibly into a tranquil TbelS aI)cl ,{i 
troubles ensued. Her grandm other die ̂  ĵje 
home was broken up. Her father’s fam ilyvv
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her mother’s relations. Her mother, who should 
ave been her best friend, proved to be the worst 

guardian possible to such a girl.
In her pitiable distress, deserted by her own kindred, 

!  7 le- Dupin committed the greatest mistake of her me. 
A few years before she had, by the help of her sceptical 
fandmother, escaped from the life-long imprisonment ot3. Prv~-- L
^convent. Her wise old counsellor was now dead, and 

—  .vingly wrecked her life on a marriage-of- 
oavenienr» j n ^er trouble and loneliness she allowed

f  « o w
?M enience-
fc|en .^udevant to persuade her that he would be a true 
l°Ved "h* ^  an ev’* moment sf*e married him. She never 
Hot 3 m’ anc* be— well, he never loved anybody. He 
After Ûnk, he kept low company, he was a beast. 
m0st ê.ars ° f  torture, after the unutterable agony of a 
Wife lruserable marriage, the unfortunate and ill-used 
her ? r°CUrcd a judicial separation and the custody of 
eyes " °  children. During these wretched years her 

She lost her trust in a vague optimism, 
lop-; aj)dide, she was disillusioned by the inexorable 
Blanc/ *acts- f*1 ^ 3 1 she published her novel, Rose et 
in con*6’ a? tbe work “ Jules Sand.” It was written 
plete fUnct' on with Jules Sandeau. Her own first com
ma  ̂a°vel, Indiana, which deals with the subject of 
name aPPeared in 1832 under the now famous 
tioUe[j ' Georgo Sand,” and from this time she con- 
the y to VVr’te an immense number of works. About 

^32 she became acquainted with Alfred De
forth^- The story of this liaison has been shadowed 
and b^u-er "In ^  L u ix published after his death, 
eventŝ  llrn. in the Confession written soon after the 
tented 's worth noting that De Musset, not con-
dra~̂ .’ i'ke a Congreve, with leading the fashion and 
sig£g.m£  vanquished ladies after his triumphal car, 
first ■ • a u“ ion of souls, and w as inspired with his 
tohuSer>°Us attachment by a woman who appealed first 
Wd’ln.iellect He profited by the connection. “ George 
afFectS,. robust good sense swept aw ay the Byronic 
and t- ns ancf W ertherian posings of his adolescence ; 
bythls most famous w ork in poetry is directly inspired 

memory of his friendship with this magnificent

Her sj. novelist “ George Sand ” is inferior to Balzac.

Hdeci • ^ ° itaire, whose swift, live pen was always 
’atned u ?  bbe service of liberty, and Btousseau, who 

®ien fu bls social views over the universe, influenced 
'¡Sgrg raajih the medium of prose fiction. In a lesser 
biclrp„ a’s is true of St. Pierre, Chateaubriand, and

‘‘ G s ‘
Sand ,” aiming at the same power, almost

llĥ . dQS her *■

a Pnrt)0ries are t ° °  didactic to be perfect. Novels with 
5tfist;„°Se. bave been effective and, at the same time,

**n
411-'eua! r stories with masses of reverie. Her
llly” T ^ e is beautifully rich and pure. Only occasion- 
senten°es sbe indulge in declamation, and yet her 
“'ot n,i;ef  are exquisitely melodious and full. She does 
%  e ,“ er thoughts to death, but leaves the reader at 
Pieritv one of her brief, opulent sentHot], fnr>-l e
chri5 bl

“ one of her brief, opulent sentences, with 
.°°d  for future thought. Especially is this 
m Spiridion, in which she openly attacks the**** SUn * •--  ’ . uttucivo un,

(lllestint * 7 s^ 10n> and in Con&uelo, which treats of
• j eorp. q, • vuiw u o l i g m s .
v  Comnfo ” *ls free from the effusive self-assertion
. of t}1 French authors. There w as some-
!Qared ab0 6 nobi,ity ° f  the Stoic in her nature. She 
5 > p 0r.v? the uneasy vanities of so many o f her 
autier and that mannerism which Theophile

\ ^ b a le e by  characterised as “ UHugolatrie la plus

Women’s rights

u*Ur Q t  J  % % J

n0 ' ry and f a ^ us f eroce-" She was indifferent to 
Fr Celestiai rn-e‘ She Hid her work bravely, invoking 
theetbmlceraSSlstance> her virtue not asking a reward, 

^ f o r s  o7pu0me ‘n ber a great writer not silenced byv  1 U  1 1 ^ ,1  a  ^ i c û l  w i i i t i  n u t  o u c u b c u  u y

l0r>aliSrn lbe day or limited by the bonds of con- 
a fori ’  ° ‘"  - ‘ -

S V < h e a ,e

0ut. °̂rtuna(-°ne caPable of ascent into calmer and 
that sted the 1 reg>ons. The kingdom of thought 
thatl the a ^ nast  ̂ ob tbe Pharaohs, and will outlive 
•>ear Periaj «eiphs. Its palaces are more glorious

< Y ^ we11 - . ,  _______
\  ^  ShakesS° n^ ° f bbnH °iH Homer, and the mellow

In its Elysian fields we still

¡ h i t m a n  oftu^are anH Cervantes.

at _ _ _____________

f% eUP;\ itit0S(|lrnPressionable mould, who cannot enter, 
ber one tl?; rarer ether which genius inhabits, must 

The George Sands and the George

k 4<U) of fk* vtiuiCN
l0'v6r -6 JUHgeH t*S stamP> like our own “ George Eliot,” 
P6rha a'lcl less ; etlclerly and with reverence. W e of a

; thing.O *

Eliots suffer for us, sum up in their lives our highest 
aspirations, set before us the experiences of struggles 
greater than our own. They are the true confessors of 
humanity. W hen we think of the life and work of 
“  George Sand ” we must acknowledge that this gifted 
woman fought the battle of Freedom. It was a warfare 
not without many scars, with the fluctuations and the 
losses of a night-battle ; with rallyings on the stricken 
field ; with glorious triumphs. W e owe to the victories 
of such soldiers of the Army of Human Emancipation 
the preservation of all that we most highly prize.

If “ George Sand’s ” works exhibit this warfare and this 
perplexity on too many eloquent pages, we judge with 
the forbearance springing from that larger wisdom which 
tempers justice with sympathy. Her first claim on us is, 
indeed, genius ; but we should be hardly less interested 
in the record of a woman born of that heroic temper to 
which, after life-long recognition of the vanity of vanities, 
Liberty never waxed old, nor Love failed of his loveliness.

M imnermus.

Chemico-Physical Theories of Life,—II.

“ It is inconceivable that inanimate bride matter should, 
without the mediation of something else, which is not 
material, operate upon, and affect, other matter without
mutual contact....... That gravitation should be innate,
inherent, and essential to matter, so that one body may 
act on another at a distance, through a vacuum, without 
the mediation of anything else, by, and through, which 
their action and force may be conveyed from one to 
another, is to me so great an absurdity that I believe 
no man, who in philosophical matters has a competent 
faculty of thinking, can ever fall into it.” * So Sir Isaac 
Newton wrote ; but, as the same great physicist also 
wrote “ that to every action there is always opposed an 
equal reaction,” it is obvious that some pre-conception 
overshadowed his mind at the moment of w riting the 
first quotation. For the question is not whether a body 
can act upon another at a distance, but whether it can 
react without being in actual contact with it. Nobody 
disputes action at a distance now, when asrial telegraphy 
is an accomplished fact, and hypnotic suggestion is a 
common recreation. It is dangerous even for great 
philosophers to try to set up a margin to the conceivable, f  
W hat is inconceivable to-day may be the common con
cept of to-morrow. Still more dangerous for them is it 
to allow any inherited ideas to overshadow their reason. 
In the case in point they actually made the great man 
oblivious, for the moment, o f his own discovery that all 
action was reciprocal.

In endeavoring to get as near the heart o f the problem 
as possible, we have to reckon up what it is we have to 
deal with in the last analysis, as the “ things of eternity.” 
W h at is it actually that persists through all the changes 
wrought in, and brought by, time, which is merely their 
measure ? The final analysis brings out matter and force 
only, and these so absolutely and indefeasibly in union 
or onehood that the one cannot be obtained, otherwise 
than momentarily, or so-called nascently, without the 
other. It may be that the twain are in loose bonds ; 
it may be that the bonds are almost indissoluble. It 
matters n o t ; force cannot be gotten apart from matter ; 
yea, not even the most intangible, the most ineffable, 
the least conceivable as resident in it— viz., psychic, or 
mental.

Unified matter and force, then (one unique thing 
under two aspects, just as Body and Mind a!re two 
aspects, two modes of one unique thing), is the “  thing 
of Eternity ” with which we have to deal. It is the 
thing which has had no beginning and shall have no 
end, howsoever many changes it may go  through or 
may have gone through. It lies within the province 
of philosophy, it is the business of philosophy, to 
explain how it came about, and how it comes about, 
that this thing can emerge in so many forms and give

* Quoted from p a g e  242 o f  Some Unrecognised Laws o f  N ature, 
by S in ger and Berens. (John M u rra y; 1897.) A  w ork much too 
little read and known.

f  U p to the middle o f  the present century heat and m agnetism  
w ere supposed to be m aterial substances, whose interconverli- 
bility with m echanical motion appeared inconceivable. (J. B. 
Stallo, Concepts o f  Modern Physics, p. 82.)
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rise to so many different modes of force, and yet 
neither diminish nor create. W hat has been called 
the “ mystery ” of this has been a mystery only in 
view of the explication being sought for in the wrong 
direction. O f course, if men look for a thing in a 
locality where it isn’t, success in the search is not to be 
expected. So, when an explication of a purely natural 
phenomenon was sought for in unnatural or supernatural 
realms, it is not surprising that no solution was forth
coming harmonic with the maturer intellect. The misty 
theories of metaphysicians were all mere scholastic 
modifications of one another, and they all possessed the 
root idea that a unique supernatural power existed, in 
personal monstrous form , which not only evolved matter 
and force from out its own self-existence, but continued 
to impress and modify the same from without.

In the course of the century now expiring, thanks to 
certain great men who made it the business of their 
lives to free thought from the incubus of such a trans
parently untrue and obstructive idea, and to certain 
physicists and chemists who fearlessly enunciated the 
conclusions clearly arrived at by them as the result of 
experimental observations and acute speculations, the 
bonds were burst, and w ay was made for chemico- 
physical theories of life and the great generalisation 
known as evolution, which implies that in matter there 
is “ the potency of all things,” as Tyndall truly and 
boldly put it in his famous Address to the British 
Association at Belfast.

This theory, at first hotly contested, repudiated, and 
held up to ridicule by all interested in the maintenance 
of the old ideas, has since then been calmly swallowed 
and intellectually digested by them when they realised 
that their intellectual health was in danger i f  they 
didti't. Then a curious phenomenon occurred. Nobody 
was half so enthusiastic and appreciative of evolution as 
these same individuals ! The scales fell suddenly from 
their eyes, a great intellectual clarification ensued upon 
the purgation of effete conceptions, and, not to be l^eaten 
in the philosophic race, they actually began to tumble 
over one another in the endeavor to formulate theories 
hom ologating chemico-physical theories of life in 
harmony with their pre-conceptions. I can only con
sider one of these here, as it is so nearly philosophical as 
to deceive the unw ary.*

This is the theory which regards evolution as the 
gradual informing or mentalisation of matter by sp ir it; 
or the gradual informing of matter to will for a purpose, 
by and through an inhering bias towards that end, which 
bias ultimately “ subdues ”  matter, the primary intracta
bility of the latter being assumed. Now, this may be 
allowed to be a respectable theory, embodying an intelli
gible con cept; and, with a slight alteration, it was 
adopted by one of the most distinguished philosopher 
preachers and theologians of this century, and, since 
then, almost universally by religionists. I allude, of 
course, to the late Principal Caird, who, in his Gifford 
Lectures, defined it as the doctrine of the “ Immanent 
Presence.” Nevertheless, when any attempt is made to 
apply it practically, it breaks down entirely. In the first 
place, of course, it does not harmonise with the dogmas 
in any particular; next, its primary implication would 
be the sole responsibility of the “ immanent.” But it 
is known that the immanent presence in matter is not 
supernatural, but natural, fan d  not moral, but indifferent; 
that it is chemico-physical in all its modes, even the 
most recondite, invisible, and intangible, and is capable 
of being dealt with, under law, in all these modes. But, 
even if that were not so— even if, in the last analysis, 
say of mind, there compeared a residuum which the 
mind itself must regard as metaphysical, why, even 
then, the theory would be found unworkable in the 
biological, sociological, ethical, and theological spheres. 
But, as a matter of fact, there is no such residuum ; and 
so, ad hoc, metaphysics— a very useful science in its way, 
dealing with ideas, products of the brain, and their 
relationships in various categories— only justifies its 
title after the fashion Pickwickian, or lucus a non

This theory, then, is found to be lacking in the cri 
o f a true theory— viz., the tests of time, of gr° ^  
knowledge, of subjective need, apart from the fact 
it is antithetical to the prceambula fid ci  of the con ^  
tion, of which the cardinal proposition is the cornP j 
personality of the Deity ; and this, by its implicat*0 1 
omniscience, omnipotence, and omnipresence, is Il,°cj1 
tive to any other personality save itself only- ^  
“ elect ” human is only a member of the one. i>11 n. 
cardinal datum of civilisation, society, law, and g0/^ . 
ment is that there are persons innumerable, or f>racu 
so, and there is no disputing the fact which is °bv 
and palpable. feSs

As few men make a life study of philosophy, Ptoy  aD 
is but slowly m ad e; and, in any case, time lŜ a() 
element in the m aking of great conceptions. P nef 0tte 
approaches it from the knowledge and standpoint. 0 
science, another from another ; one regards it tnr ^  
green spectacles, and another through yellow > 
brings to bear upon his studies an hereditary 
another an acquired one ; but only one in the o'1 ^  
devotes a life o f impartial and judicial thought '■ ^
study of the history of philosophy as a ground'  ̂
and then to a systematic survey of the sciences a ^  
hand, and, finally, to a synthetic elaboration d - 
matured intellectual result. Hence it is that the11 ¡.
mind has made so little progress in answering t îe. and 
tions which puzzled the philosophers of IoNiA , J  
Agnosticism is the high-water mark of that Pr0̂ etp 
except to the ingenuous nurslings who can bring' 
selves to believe that things can “ descend from etef 
when spelt with a capital E. j,eei

The remarkable progress which has recently 
made in the knowledge of and technical adaptati s 
electro-magnetism has emboldened certain philos V ̂  
to take the forward intellectual step which has s°|atjve 
been foreseen as inevitable by the more speC 
thinkers. T akin g a firm stand upon the indu t. 
chemico-physical facts that matter force is not 1 it 
able, but, on the contrary, inconceivably plastic, y. 
is the only eternal thing, eternally undergoing . ¡0 
morphosis, they endeavor, successfully as I 111 
rear a coherent cosm ology. . ,  p,

R obert Par k , a *

(  To be continued. )

Sacred Swindlers.

[At the canonisation o f  tw o dead ' Joh n n ies'' by 
in St. P eter’s, the other day, the crow d w as so g rea 
o f  the pilgrim s w as killed, and many fainted.]

A pair of ghosts, in Peter’s fane,
The Pope and God were sainting ; 

But, spite of inspiration plein,
The people gasped for breath, in vain, 

And feeble folk were fainting.

The Pope beheld the hapless host 
That fought for respiration,

And knew that what they wanted most 
Was oxygen, not Holy Ghost; %

Not grace, but ventilation.

The humbug claims to be endowed 
With pow’rs of inspiration,

And yet, by all ’twill be allowed,
He could not give a gasping crowd 

The means of respiration.

They promise much, these priestly knaves,
To those who will support ’em ; __

To those who’ll fill— poor swindled slaves • 
Collection-boxes, and their grav-s—

N.B.: The rest’s post-moitem!
G. L. Ma<*®

lucendo.

* S ince the forego in g w as written the M oderator o f  the final 
A ssem bly o f  the Free Church o f  Scotland chose that historic 
occasion to declare his adhesion to the theory.

• f  It is su rely superfluous to note that the contention that 
" nature is spirit ” is a  gratuitously impudent one. A  “ spirit ” 
surely cannot becom e the subject o f chem ico-physical analysis.

0{
Onward, ye children of the new faith 1 The gft p, 

tendom hastes to its setting, but the hope n.e''er.^e( e - J 
who know that the sunset here is a sunrise 
Conway.
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Correspondence.

“ OBJECTIONABLE RELIGION .”

Sir T°  THE e d it o r  o f  “ t iie  f r e e t h in k e r . ”  
havin’iTv^^er ab be bas said against any ethical signification 
discover 6en attacbed to the word “ religion,” Chilperic now 
alleSe .if ,no  ̂ .oab' that it is “ a common theological trick to 
that th' • ,reliK!on , 's a compendium of all the virtues,” but 
sedu,o„1S, . uttfication of religion and morality has been so 
anions S'y.uiculcated by the clergy that it is widespread both 
Prote^ e'lg!0us anc* irreligious people. After emphatically 
ethical  ̂ tlat the word “ religion ” never did have “ any 
that rei;Ŝ nSe* °r mean>ng',” Chilperic himself now shows us 
only almost universally identified with etlaics. The

ĥilpericainin  ̂ difference between us on this point is that 
i ’ith ref .re£ards the now admitted association of morality 
p°nsicler̂ i°n as a successful piece of trickery, while I
'Mention at ^ bas been directed, with good as well as bad 

That tp l° tbe benefit of society as well as of theologians, 
f^my t 11?.,‘deatification of theology and virtue enables the 
's n° mo° °PPonents of theology as opponents of virtue 
against o a,n argument or reproach against Mr. Gould than 
e*Plainin ,Per!c- ^ r' Gould would rebut the libel by 
"'ot'd % that, so far as the moral sense attached to the 
Chip. as concerned, he ardently supported religion, 
defyjn c’ °n the other hand, would correct the libel by 
ie'‘gion 30 , denouncing the almost universal association of 
!ei1st uup na morallty. I think that Mr. Gould’s method is at 
Kfiable aS eas-f and practical as Chilperic’s, and quite as

p  too> °ften attributes to me views for which I 
finest th myse’ f responsible. For instance, I do not 
only th at i*le secularised use of the word “ religion ” is 

Ucero, e amiable eccentricity of some modern ethicists.” 
n  ̂ as rn S n0t a m°dern ethicist, and I think it probable he 

a Pô owers in ancient times as Matthew Arnold, 
‘ng thi’s aa °fhers, have at the present day. Far from regard- 
eCcentr;cq re y e^1‘ca' use of the word “ religion ” as only an 
eccontr;̂ -. ’ i have labored to show that it is no more a mere 

Chip ^  t lan Secularism is.
conc*udes his first paragraph with the partly 

tK 'Vord ,,statement that this theology-excluding sense of
. religion ” is “ a very ancient and well-known 

f.4s0eVe 1 falsehood.” He must admit that Atheistic religion 
.?r carr| r taught by the Church ; and some of us are not so 
Ti ,ilc>rap a'J’ay by the anti-theological bias as to stigmatise 
he greatUatl0n ° f religion as pure falsehood and trickery. 

ef,gion u extent to which, even from the most ancient times,. ¿ion h T  which, even irom me most ancient times, 
],et1’ f thinL h.onestly and beneficently included morality is 
ĵ ely S e a,V| ln the Ten Commandments, of which six are 
S'cal a_ ,lar> three purely theological, and one partly theo-TC<U and ' PUIC1

[j As t0 11 y .partly secular. 
pradlaue.jait;'1>” f stand in good company. I have heard Mr. 
rmS’dent .sPeak publicly and earnestly of his “ faith ” (as 
ban 'f)i and u116 op the N. S. S. Conferences, if I remember 

t f  'faitl " e warmly resented the false accusation that he 
h.’^e, 0n a - To such stalwarts as Chilperic this was, of 
tli °'Vr> pa t j T‘ Bradlaugh’s “ little weaknesses but, for 
stre sPlendid’ r bav.e always looked upon it— or, rather, upon 
‘‘o^th. Q ,(fct j t  represented—as a great and gloriousS Ln .  p u * i  .  i c j j i c a c i u c u — a s  a  a u u  1

he bVino-111 f>er.‘c> however, is partly right in the acuusa- 
Q̂Uld be^s aga>nst me. I should indeed be “ shocked ” if 
r ile had ° ch’n'.cal as to boast that he was utterly faithless, 

*hat k h in th° ln high principles, no faith in himself,
I sc he Was anG“ •0nor of women or the honesty of men, and

he
lhat
lo

t»e,10uld— deer!? lnhdel ” in the worst sense of the term. And 
ê ot'SUch a in r<Vsret (what, of course, is impossible) if he 
the } .0|>s whicbra* nl°nster as to be entirely destitute of the 
of j/'gher anj  make up the sense and feeling of worship in 
êVot'-erence 1nobler types of men and women— the feelings 

dolin'0n to m°yc!ty, admiration, wonder, love, gratitude, 
h’hicV’ by.ti.(e, h'ghest and noblest, and so forth. (Such 
“.rel£-Chilperic 1’ largely represent the “ subjective ” state 
^scn . n>’’ bin aF. n°wledges to be one meaning of the word 
hein,,SSl°n.) a  Waich he thinks not germane to the present 

êrej Ûe t0 jS to my plea (and Mr. Bradlaugh’s) for “ faith ” 
Se0Si> 1, r>ietani°V? °t respectability, or being directed to a 

the UOriCâ  r'*‘ -^-««1— 1- 
^ P ltei?hh

sta), °.f the wo*«11 or. ridiculously unreal “ Pickwickian 
11̂ 1 e 'n h;,. ,.„ru> I think Chilperic never made a greater

, h’O;
, *** flis IJf* '  uiiH pcriL  n ev er  in a n e  a grca iG r

vriiU- P°r len;6' my defence of “ hero-worship,” and 
j u'P,” 1 a ency towards other secular uses of the word 

> 4  Senses far P̂ ePared to justify on grounds far higher 
helper- n°ne of rtlore. real than those assigned to me. O f 
n tt « if l)e Us wish to impute “ unrighteousness” to 
m Cessa ’ and it Press.es himself differently from us in these 
'6 Prp/y to ciaj *s quite amusing to find that he thinks it
Tl csent h. lI1* toleroU .̂  ̂ r_______1__— __  .1 • . ■c I'he ae°t disCIJS--to Ration from us, whose very object in 

a a v6r asserti0n lon Is to promote mutual toleration, 
p 'Vrqg Pl°us relb?-r assu)mption, that Matthew Arnold wa 
ji?rtion ''.Vvho ®lonist "  is a surprising one, especially from 

mean-ressly 1!mits religion to the theological 
that ,.n°ld’s n'1®'- Wheeler, rightly enough, placed

1 a‘s /-z'/,.ya,nie *n b's Dictionary of Freethinkers, and 
»ture and Dogma, “ from its reaction of

supernaturalism, occasioned much stir.” Matthew Arnold, 
he adds, “ is abreast of the thought of his age, but he 
curiously unites rejection of supernaturalism, including a 
personal God, with a fond regard for the Church of England. 
He may be said, in his own words, to wander ‘ between two 
worlds, one dead, the other powerless to be born.’ ” Chilperic 
has allowed himself to be deceived by a nominal and senti
mental adherence to Christianity. Matthew Arnold’s sup
port of Biblical religion (as I can testify from the personal 
experience of bygone years) was akin to Bishop Colenso’s 
support of the Old Testament and Gibbon’s nominal adherence 
to the creed he undermined.

My “ unfortunate ” quotations from Latimer and Johnson 
were perfectly to the point in the paragraph in which I had 
placed them, as showing association of morality with religion. 
Chilperic tears them from their context and forcibly applies 
them to a subsequent paragraph with which they had no 
connection. By this means he makes them figure as my 
illustrations of the use of the word “ religion” without recog
nition of deity. This method of dislocating my arguments 
and reducing my illustrations to irrelevant absurdity is not 
one that commends itself to my approval.

________ _________  W. P. B a l l .

BU LL W ORSH IP BY TH E JEWS.
TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.”S i r , — If Mr. R. P. Edwards will look again at my article 

on the Old Testament, he will see that I gave the “ authority” 
he asks for— namely Wellhausen, quoted by Bishop Blom- 
field. If, further, he will turn to Exodus xxxii., he will find 
an account of the worship by the Israelites of a calf made 
of molten gold. (See also Deut. ix. 12 and 16 ; Psa. cvi. 19 ; 
Acts vii. 41.) It is generally agreed that this molten idol 
was in the figure of an Egyptian god— the bull Apis or 
Mnevis. (See Cambridge Bible.) Sir William Dawson, in 
his Egypt and Syria, page 20, mentions the bull Apis as the 
original of the golden calf of Hebrew idolatry, and says that 
the magnificent tombs of these bull-gods of the Egyptians 
still exist in the necropolis of Memphis at Sakkara. Josephus 
speaks of the temple of a golden calf at Little Jordan (IVars, 
bk. iv., chap i.). As showing the identity of the molten calf 
with an Egyptian bull-idol, it may be noticed that, inasmuch 
as the Egyptians carefully avoided eating the flesh of the 
animals they worshipped as gods, Moses is represented as 
making the Israelites swallow in water their idol-figure 
ground to powder.

The worship of the calr, or young bull, at Horeb was not an 
isolated instance of that form of idolatry by the Jews. In 
1 Kings xii. 27-33 we read that Jeroboam made two calves of 
gold, and said : “ Behold thy gods, O Israel, which brought 
thee up out of the land of Egypt.” He set one in Bethel 
and the other in Dan, and it is recorded that the people went 
to worship the one at Dan, as they probably went to worship 
the other at Bethel. That the Israelites were prone to make 
gods of this kind is shown by the warnings in Deuteronomy iv. 
and elsewhere against making the “ likeness of any beast 
that is on the earth,” or of “ four-footed beasts.”

F r a n c is  N e a l e .

SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.
[Notices o f  Lectures, etc., m ust reach us by fir s t  post on Tuesday  

and be marked “ Lecture N otice," i f  not sent on post-card.]

L O N D O N .

T he Athen,£UM Hall (73 Tottenham  Court-road, W.): Closed 
during the summer.

S o u th  L ondon  E t h ic a l  S o c ie t y  (M asonic H all, Cam berw ell 
N ew -road): 7, H erbert Burrows, “ T h e Ideal M unicipality.” 

W e s t  L ondon  B ranch  ("T h e  V ic to ry ,” Newnham  street, 
E d g w a re -ro a d ): June 21, a t 9, H alf-yearly  m eeting.

O pe n -a ir  P r o p a g a n d a .

Station-road (C am b erw ell): 11.30, F. A . D avies.
B r o c k w e l l  P a r k : 3.15, F. A . D avies ; 6.30, W . J. Ram sey. 
PECKHAM R y e  : 3 -*S. w - J- R am sey.
B a t t e r s e a  P a r k  G a t e s : 11.30, Mr. C alvert, W hence cam e

C h ristian ity?” _
V ic t o r ia  P a r k  (near the F ou n tain ): 3.15 and 6.15, C. Cohen. 
C l e r k e n w e l l  G reen  : 11.30, R . P. Edw ards.
F insbury P a r k  : 3.30, R . P. E dw ards.
K ingsland (corner o f  Ridley-road) : 11.30, W . H eaford. 
Edmonton (corner o f  A ngel-road): 7, E. Pack.
H y d e  P a r k  (near M arble A rc h ): 11.30, E. P ack. Lectures 

every  T u esd ay and T hu rsd ay at 8 p.m.
K ilburn (corner o f G len ga l-ro a d ): 7.15, E. W hite. 
Hammersmith (back o f  L yric  T h eatre): 7.15, S. Parsons.
S. L. E. S. (B rockw ell P a r k ) : 3.15, Mr. N ew land.

C O U N T R Y .

C h ath am  S e c u la r  S o c ie t y  (Queen’s-road, N ew  Brompton): 
C losed during the months o f  June, July, and A ugust.

B irm ingham  B ran ch  (in the Bull R in g ): 11, F. H anks. 
Mr. W ard will lecture in the Bull R in g every W ed nesday and 
Thursday evening a t 8 (w eather permitting). 

LiVERPOOL(Alexandra H all, Islington-square): 7, Mr. Hammond.
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Ma n c h e s t e r  S e c u la r  H a l l  (Rusholrae-road, A ll Saints): 
Pic-nic to Lym m . M em bers and friends meet a t O xford-road 
station at 1.15.

S h e f f ie l d  S e c u la r  S o c ie t y  (H all o f Scien ce, Rockingham - 
s tr e e t) : 7, A  lecture or reading.

S o u t h  S h ie ld s  (Captain D uncan’s N avigation  Schools, M arket
place) : 7, Annual M e e tin g ; Election o f  Officers.

C . C o h e n , 17 O sborne-road, H igh-road, L eyto n .— June 17, m., 
M ile End ; a. and e., V icto ria  Park. June 24 and July 1, New- 
castle-on-Tyne.

A r t h u r  B. Mo s s , 44 C redon-rcad, London, S .E .— June 17, 
m., Lim ehouse ; e ., Stratford. 24, m., C am berw ell ; a ., Peckham  
R ye. July 1, N. S. S. Excursion. 15, m., C a m b e rw e ll; a ., Brock- 
w ell P a rk . 22, Northam pton.

H . P e r c y  W a r d , 2 Leam ington-p'ace, G eorge-street, B alsall 
H eath, B irm in gh am .—June 17, Northam pton. July 1, Birm ing
ham. 15, Northam pton. 22, Birmingham .

F. A . D a v ie s , 65 Lion-street, S .E .— June 17, m., Station-road ; 
a ., B rockw ell Park. 24, e ., Stratford. July 1, m., H yde P a rk  ; 
e ., Kilburn. S, e ., Ham m ersm ith. 15, m., B a tte rse a ; e ., S trat
ford. 29, m., Station-road ; a ., Peckham  R ye.

R . P. E d w a r d s , 48 W oodstock-road, Shepherd’s Bush.— June 
17, m ., C le rk e n w e ll; a ., Finsbury P a r k ;  e ., M ile End. 24, m., 
R idley-road ; a . and e ., V icto ria  Park.

TO-DAY.
Write for my Twenty different 

Patterns of

SUITS TO MEASURE ^

30s.
Carriage Paid.

The Best in the World at the P^ce'

Lecturers’ Engagements.

POSITIVISM.
“ Reorganisation, without god or hing, by the systematic 

worship of Humanity."
In fo rm atio n  a n d  p u b licatio n s on th e  R e lig io n  o f  H u m a n ity  

m a y  be  ob ta in ed  free  on  a p p lica tio n  to  th e  C h u rc h  o f  
H u m a n ity , N e w ca stle -o n -T y n e .

Price 2d., by post 2 j4d .; y e arly  subscription (including Supple
ments), 2s. Sd.

THE LITERARY GUIDE
A N D  R A T IO N A L IS T  R E V IE W .

T h e  Ju n e  N u m ber  C o n t a in s :—

W ill Unitarianism  P revail?  W . B. Columbine.
H erbert Spencer. Edw ard Clodd. >
L et Them  Alone. F. J. Gould.
T h e  Prophet o f a  N ew  C ovenant. C harles T . Gorham .
A  N ew  Cosm ic T heory.
T h e  G row th o f  the E thical Man.
Random  Jotting’s.
C h ats with the B ygone. II.— W ith V oltaire. F. J. Gould.
Is A braham  a  M yth ? W . A . L.
Rationalism  in the M agazin es ; e tc .; etc.

T h e  April number o f  the Literary Guide went rapidly out o f print, 
the supplem ent containing a  sum m ary by Mr. Joseph M cC abe 
o f  Professor H a eck e l’s new  w o rk  bein g g rea tly  in dem and. It 
has been reprinted as a  penny leaflet, and copies m ay now be 
obtained of the publishers, price i j£d. post free.
London: W atts & C o., 17 Johnson’s-court, F leet-street, E .C .

P E C U L I A R  P E O P L E .
A n Open Letter to Mr. Justice Wills

On his sentencing T ho m as  G e o r g e  S e n io r  to Four M onths’ 
Imprisonment with H ard L abo r for O b eyin g  the Bible by not 
callin g in a  D octor to his S ick  Child.

By G. W. FOOTE.
16 pp. P rice  O ne  P e n n y .

London : T h e  F reethought Publishing Com pany, Lim ited,
1 Station ers' H all Court, E .C .

P H O T O G R A P H Y . Good Work only.
E v e ry  description o f  P h otograp h s copied sam e size, reduced, or 
enlarged . C artes-de-V isite, 12, 3s. 6d. ; C abinets, 6, 4s. ; 12, 
7s. 6d. L a rg e r  sizes a t proportionate rates. Send is ., with 
photograph, for sam ple sheet o f  12 m idgets.

Developing, Printing, etc., for Amateurs-
G e o . C r o ss , M .N .S .S ., T h e  Studio, 15 C am bridge  A rcad e, 

Southport.

O  T A N T O N , the People’s D entist, 335 Strand (opposite Som erset 
O  H ouse).— T E E T H  on V U L C A N IT E , 2s. 6d. e a c h ; upper or 
low er set, £ 1 .  B est Q uality, 4s. e a c h ; upper or low er, £ 2 . 
C om pleted in four hours when required ; repairing or alterations 
in tw o hours. I f  you  p ay m ore than the above, th ey a re  fan cy 
ch arges. T ee th  on platinum, 7s. 6d. e a c h ; on 18 ct. go ld , 15s, ; 
stopping, 2s. 6d. ; extraction, is . ; painless by g a s , 5s.

W R I T E
W R I T E
W R I T E

W R I T E

W R I T E
W R I T E

W R I T E

W R I T E

W R I T E

TO -D A Y.
TO -D A Y.

TO -D A Y.
TO -D A Y.

TO -D A Y.

TO -D A Y.
TO -D A Y.

TO -D A Y.

TO -D A Y.

J.W . GOTT, 2 & 4 Union-street,THE BEST BOOK
O N  N E O -M A L T H U S IA N IS M  IS, I B E L lE vE ’

TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY A N D  
OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

pRAc
¡fKf

B y J. R. H O L M E S , M .M .L ., M .V .S ., M.N-S’S J
. t g0 ^ ‘

60 pages, ■ with portrait ar.d autograph, bound in CloWi
Price is .,  post free. , Z

N order to bring the information within the reach 
nost im portant parts o f the book are  issued in a 1’ ,¿ 8 ^  
a g e s  a t o n e  p e n n y , post free 2d. C o p ie s 'o f  the 
listribution is . a  dozen post free.

T h e  N ational Reformer o f  Septem ber 4, i 8 9 2> ¿ ¿ e i"
lo lm es’ pam phlet....... is an alm ost unexceptional st\ 0at %
'ieo-M althusian th eory and p ra ctice ....... and diroug^. s

- Í ?

3 moral fee lin g....... T h e  special value ot Mr. n u — ,,,
te  Neo-M althusian cau se and to human well-bein? *  g(1t 
1st his combination in his pamphlet o f  a  plain sta 0 f  
hysical and moral need for fam ily limitation with a P  ¡ 0 _ _  
f  the m eans b y  w hich it can be secured , and an 0■ • . . .  _ ------:1.1a nric

the means b y  which it can be secured, anu ■ »*. ,. ,
rncd o f the requisites at the low est possible Pr‘cenVvs .L 
T h e C ouncil o f  the M althusian L ea gu e, D r. . I  

llbutt, and others, have a lso  spoken o f  it in very 
T h e trade supplied by R. F o r d e r , 28 Stonecutter- 

).C. Other orders should he sent to the author,

J .  R .  H O L M E S ,  H A N N E Y ,  W A N T A O E .

Thwaites' Liver P$s'
\ViU

cur*
1/

f/ ,
lots. f  G’

The B est F a m ily  M ed icin e  in  th e  W o rld  
d n ey, a n d  a ll S to m a c h  D ise a se s  effectual

G ood fo r H e a r t  T ro u b le s  a n d  C a rd ia c  CornP 
Im cnts, A naem ia, etc . is .  i j i d .  a n d  2s. 9  ’

D ire ctio n s  w ith  each  »

s to c k to 11' 011

e, 14 o r 33 stam ps,

G. THWAITES Herbalist.
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CHEAP BOOKS FOR FREETHINKERS.
All New, Uncut, and in Perfect Condition, and 

NOT OTHERWISE OBTAINABLE.

AT GREATLY REDUCED PRICES.
PORc e

Thi

th e

AND M A TTER . By P R O F E S S O R  B Ü C H N E R .
»« work caused an taim eese c c 'c a d c n  lt'rcnahout tke c M Ise d  p” R

ä S S S » Ä  H I  l> «— « W  “ 1 - * « • -
the latest conclusions o f  Evolution. P o stage  3d.

ENGLISH LIFE O F JESUS. By t h o m a s  s c o t t .
A trenchant criticism  o f the G ospel records on Rationalist lines, and still the best book on the su bject in 

English. It Is doubtful w hether it w as w ritten by the late  T hom as S cott, o f R am sgate, w ho devoted his 
une to the printing and circulation o f  F reethought literature. A  claim has been put in for its authors up 

„  behalf o f  the R ev. C harles V o y se y . Mr. J. M . W heeler held that it cam e from the pen o f  S ir G e o rg e  
c °x . It w as h ighly praised by S. Hinds, ex-bishop of_ N orw ich, and by Professor F . W ^ N ew m an, who

fort

^ L |

behalf o F th e R e v “  C h a rle s 'V o y se y F  M r? J ‘ m!  Wheeler" held ‘  th at it cam e from* the pen o f  Sir G e o rg e  
C °x- It w as h ighly praised by S. Hinds, ex-bishop o f  N orw ich, and by 1 rofessor F. W . N ewm an, who 
said it had “ the g re a t excellen ce  o f  common sen se.” Dr. Inman, the author of A ncient Faiths, declared  
that “ it is impossible for a  philosopher to speak too h ig h ly "  o f  this w ork ; and Dr. D avidson mentioned it 
as one o f  the books that had for ever changed  “ the old point o f  view . P o sta g e  3d.

the

<3ION IN T H E  HEAVENS. B y L O G A N  M IT C H E L L , 
bfi sub-title o f  this book is " M ythology U nveiled,” and the edition is the one published by C harles B rad lau gh and 
Annie Besant. It is a  valuable w ork for the student o f  R eligion from the M yth ological and A stronom ical 
Points o f  view . But being far from d ry— in fact, written with considerable v erve— it w ill prove very  interesting 
to the ordinary reader. P o stag e  3d.

DEVIL’S PU LP IT . B y the R E V . R O B E R T  T A Y L O R . 2 vols.
obtains F orty-six  A stronom ico-Theologlcal D iscourses. T a y lo r w as a  clergym an  o f the Church o f  England, 
put, becom ing an A theist, he threw  off his gow n , and joined R ichard C arlile iti popular F reethought propagand- 
jsm. H e w as imprisoned for a  v ea r in O akham  G aol as a  “ blasnhem er.” And if  “ blasohem  v is a  real crime.

H i

* “ e w as imprisoned for a  y e a r in O akham  G aol as a  “ blasphem er.” And if  “ blasphem y ” is a real crim e, 
' ampiy deserved his sentence. T hese  discourses are  as w itty  as they are  learned. T h ev  are calculated to

IVV 0 1 1 0 .U + , -  * 1 • ___ I f  r . .  • , .draw laughter, in spite o f  himself, from the sourest bigot. P o sta g e  4d.

LEO GALILEI.
t rano 1 .1 r

B y K A R L  V O N  G E B L E R .

r̂°^n ^ erman by  Mrs. G eo rge  Sturge. A  v ery  learned, careful, and honest w o rk  o f  352 p ages.
b6ret^nS ^  information concerning the g re a t G alileo ’s prosecution and persecution by the Rom an Curia as a

Th.

Invaluable to students, and interesting to serim is gen eral readers. P o sta g e  4d.

ETUS AND CALVIN . B y  Dr. R. W IL L IS .L
D r̂?T1J?:*?P/ece  a  bne Portrait with A utograph o f  the “
r-, * » l l l l S  S  w h r l i  iQ a  c t a n r l a r H  T f  o-ixr i»c  o  f u l l  a p p n

. -------- --------------- a _________  heretic ” whom Calvin  hunted down to a  fiery doom.
' nlis’s w ork is a  standard one. It g iv es a  full account o f  the life and teaching, as w ell as the death, o f  

ev Vctus » and proves C alvin ’s responsibility for his m artyrdom  up to the hilt. T his is one o f  the books that 
T | ^  Sound Freethinker should have on his shelves. P o stag e  4d.

WiJPO CR YPHAL N E W  TE S TA M E N T.
H one’s edition. Contains the G ospels arid Epistles which the Church threw  out when it becam e respect- 

A|\|q j  L’ ana sbeds an instructive light on prim itive C hristianity. P o stag e  3d.

M YSTERIES DESCRIBED.
thc'yl I !one’s edition. A  learned and (unintentionally) am using account o f  the M ystery  P la y s w hich preced ed  

R (j|, 1 °dern D ram a, and by m eans o f  which the people g o t their ideas o f  the Bible story. P o sta g e  3d.

A j Us® ^  EMPIRES. B y  C . F. V O L N E Y .
>. by C h a T 0US bo°k> reP êfe with philosophy and eloquence. This edition contains a P refatory  N otice o f Volne}r 
Tf-J t  ‘ r es Bradlaugh, and an engraved  C hart o f  the A stronom ical H eaven o f  the Ancients. C loth. Post. 3d.

PaV^pETHlNKERS’ T E X T-B O O K . B y a n n i e  b e s a n t .
c°m ‘T w ork projected and nearly com pleted Charles B radlaugh and others. Mrs. B esan t’s portion is 

. most1 1 i f  itsclf' U deals with “ Christianity : its E vidences, its O rigin, its M orality, and Its H istory." T he
Hfj-gp. ab°rious and effective o f M rs. B esant’s w ritings. O n ly a  few  copies in stock. P o stag e  3d.

T t - ' J  C H R ISTIA N  RECORDS. B y the R E V . D R . G IL E S . 2 vols.
of a ^  m beautiful clean condition. It w as published at 24s. Dr. Giles w as a  sound scholar and the editor 
it. T h* er C lassics. W hen he turned his attention to the Bible, he resolved to ascertain  the truth and tell 
candid f  ref u^ w as a perfect treasury o f  the most dam agin g revelations. It is safe to sa y  that this careful and 
claim tnV° rk  bas not been superseded. C overin g  the whole ground in a  m asterly fashion, it establishes its 
^bufch *fi? âce  *n eveiT  F reethinker’s library. Dr. G iles has never been answ ered by the scholars of his own 
sb*0no- „ .. Church o f England. T h ey  sneer at him when they cannot ignore him. But his w ork rem ains—

* s°hd, and irrefutable. P o stag e  6d,A|i,

U.i
Ule truth abo 1. the Bible records, Dr. G iles did the sam e with rega rd  to the early  Christian writers, 

b any Fn, 1- , te o f ta e  Crucifixion to the middle o f  the second century. This is the fullest w ork on the subject by 

P ° O T s T  ' Writer- P o stag e  4d.

With;5^S OF T H E  PAST. B y  j . M. W H E E L E R .

U c  RECORDS. B y the R E V . D R . G IL E S .

C°nt; j Atroci 
ains

OF
uction by G . W . Foote. T his is a  very  valuable collection ot “ E ssa ys on Human Evolution.” It

_ r  •» r  J  . . . .  . . 1 . . .  > o L i r l n n f n  ^  l '  f u l f i l  t-r» t* c  r \e *m  n  11 \ r  r *nthe r e W much ° f  M r/W h eeler’s 'best work. ' Freethinkors',' atul even students o f human culture especially on 
and o f i f OUS s*^e, will find it full o f  interesting and precious information. A  book to  be rea , an rea ,

n referred to. Bound in cloth ; originally published at 3s. 1 ostage  2d.

s. d.
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C H E A P  B O O K S  F O R  F R E E T H I N K E R S
( Continued from  p. j S j . J

T H E  E VO LU TIO N  OF C H R ISTIA N ITY . B y c. G IL L .
A  bold and able Rationalist w ork. It w as quoted by Mr. F oote during his trial for “ B lasp h em y" in the C ourt o f 

Q ueen’s Bench before Lord C oleridge. P o stag e  4d.

T H E  O U TC A ST. B y W IN W O O D  R E A D E .
A  F reethought novel by the accom plished author or the Martyrdom of M an. W indw ood R ead e w as a 

thorough-going A theist. H is g re a t pow ers w ere recognised by D arwin. Freethinkers can read this story 
with pleasure, and do a  service to Freethought by lending it to their friends. P o stag e  3d.

ESSAYS TO W AR DS A C R ITIC A L M ETH O D . B y JO H N  M. R O B E R T S O N .
Mr. Robertson's adm irers will be anxious to obtain this book when th ey hear that it contains some o f his best 

w riting. Besides a  hundred p a ges devoted to “ S cience in C riticism ," there are  special essays on “ Mr. H ow ell’s 
N o vels ,” M andeville’s ” Fable o f the B ee s,” and “ T h e  A rt o f  T en n yson.”  P o stag e  4d.

ESSAYS ON SOCIALISM . B y  a n n i e  b e s a n t .
W ritten in the first ardor o f Mrs. B esant’s conversion to Socialism  from B radlaughian Radicalism . Contains essays 

on “ T he Evolution o f S o ciety ,"  “ Modern Socialism ,” “ W hy I am a  S ocialist,” ” Radicalism  and Socialism ,” and 
“  T h e Socialist M ovem ent.” P o stag e  2d.

T H E  PEO PLE’S DARW IN. B y D r. E. B. A V E L IN G .
A  plain and interesting exposition.

D EC LIN E AND FALL OF T H E  ROMAN EM PIRE. B y  E D W A R D  G IB B O N . 2 vols., royal 8vo.
V irtu e ’s well-known edition, now out o f print. An excellent edition, with G uizot’s notes, and a fine steel engravin g 

o f  Gibbon from the portrait by Sir Joshua R eynolds. Quite new, and in perfect condition. A n exceptional 
bargain. T his is a  w ork that ought to be in every  Freethinker’s library, and the present edition would look 
handsom e there. O nly a  limited number o f copies in stock.

JO H N W ILK ES AND W ILL IA M  C O BBETT. By Rev. J. S. WATSON.
T w o  excellen t biographies o f tw o famous English politicians, with en graved  portraits. T h ese  are real biographies, 

not mere eulogies or diffuse essays. T h e  author w as a  very  able clergym an, who becam e unpleasantly 
notorious at last by m urdering his wife.

» J 
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Li”lUOrders fo r  any o f the above Books must be sent direct to the Freethought Publishing Company,
1 Stationers' H a ll Court, London, E .C . The prices are net, and no reduction is allowed to the Trade. 
to the amount o f w ill be sent carriage paid. Smaller orders must be accompanied by postage as well <lS 

price o f the Book.
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Capital £5,000 in Shares of £1 each. Ordinary Shares, £4,000. Deferred Shares, *  ’

The Balance of Ordinary Shares are Offered for Subscription. Payable as follows
2s. 6d. per Share on Application.
5s. od. ,, ,, ,, Allotment.
6s. 6d. ,, October 1, 1900. 

,, January 1, 1901.6s. od. ,, ,,

(Shares may be paid up in full i f  convenient.
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APPLICATION FORM FOR ORDINARY SHARES.
T O  T H E  D IR E C T O R S  O F  T H E  F R E E T H O U G H T  P U B L IS H IN G  C O M P A N Y , Limited-

/

git ^
G entlemen,— H aving paid to the Company’s Secretary the sum of f f ................................. , being a j ^ q 11̂

2s. 6d. per Share on application f o r .............................  Shares of ¡£ i each in the above-named Company, ^¡¡j ^
you to allot me that number of Shares, and I agree to accept the same or any smaller number thp 
allotted to me, subj’ect to the Memorandum and Articles of Association, and upon the terms of the  ̂
Prospectus ; and I authorise you to place my name on the Register o f Members in respect o f the Shares • ^ e, 1
to me, and I agree to pay the' further instalments upon such allotted Shares as the same shall becon* . (ii 
required by the said Prospectus. In the event of my not receiving an allotment, the amount to be retur

Name (  in fu ll)  ..............................................................................................................................
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