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A War Phase Reviewed.

2 Li er
at q'bl Irne ago one of the war correspondents, then
perfOr ens®> made some caustic observations on the
Suncemig,“ces of the army chaplains at the front. One
asseml, 6 teard a chaplain preach a sermon to the
lie ja. ed troops, and found that, of all possible topics,
deary ®'ected that of Jericho! It was a dull and
and?n ¢ I9jOurse, absolutely unsuited to the occasion,
d'f~ C¥0n that our brave, and no doubt physically
W Ofﬁﬁders mlq_ht well have been sPared Probabljy
Preachg 0601 w'shed that prosy and ~discriminative
t’rres O Was himself at Jericho, or at the Devil. The
that the , derit concluded from his general observation
"Ork u* °f the army chaplains were unfit for their
cp p -i that the Church was missing “ a bridegroor

>P|;tlun| " Another correspondent made a similar

Aysnfit 'n reNard to at “east one  the chaplains at
5l homegUently we learnt that a number of people
N apla'6 Nad ~een writing savage complaints to the
S E T 1 as to the deficiencies of the army
spirit,,1 ' accusing them of neglecting the soldiers’
Lol 'velfare.

a hat is fu
tne view taken by religious persons as to

'ere ne £n op God. The allegation that the chaplains
'nthe M~ tjag the spiritual welfare of the troops is not,
e ch°P;oi°n of many of us, a very serious matter.
*e>QaP a*ns might easily be better employed ; but

fi'ey uncC’ Urse>they are sent out for a sPecific PurPose >
'I| ~Mdly61r3176 the work>and they draw their pay ; and

2eir seerns right that they should fail to discharge

js not ey’. “~hi°ugh, after all, the same kind of thing

'‘Orne, " lIrely unknown in the Established Church at

ceriGs ' that could be said on behalf of the regimental

'Vas mOvJ iSald recently by a war correspondent who
He 6 '° Undertake their defence.

N the O Undertook to speak for them “ because,

7etenCe ,, Ure °f their profession, they were incapable of
*taHly That was a curious observation. We may
e men” " meapabhility,” but in what way are
here s God barred from making an attempt ?
h&n. ~n°thing in the army regulations to prevent
c°mD"51 week a religious magazine printed a long
6 Mety r ens>ve letter wan wibait weas being «done in
aaPlain, vhrehgi°us work from a commissioned army
ere be VnO Wr°te from the Modder River. Nor can
Preyghts @WHIIR& in the profession which any more
t nlld0Cer®&men at the front defending themselves
“s0 6S t"ose at home ; especially when, as we are
cheir pre”™ e op them have felt the accusation bitterly.
!Sg,lf’lairnest’j\t_%.m_pign retorts on the correspondent who
mat" m [ Jericho by saying that the particular
Gy'he yoUnay not have been such a model of eloquence
qr Plalnt £ Correspondent could have given us.” The
8Wever, was not so much as to the wan

st4id aS of the ineptitude which could select such
vV, Obéect for such an occasion.
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During the war many instances have been given as
to the services of the chaplains in the way of kindliness
to the sick, cheerful encouragement to all in distress,
and fearlessness in the face of shells and bullets. We
do not doubt the “ fearlessness,” for probably many a
good soldier has been spoiled in the cleric. The human
sympathy and assistance may also be credited and
appreciated ; but these are not the distinctive features ot
the chaplain’s duty. He is there, first and foremost, on
a so-called heavenly mission— not so much to look after
the bodily comfort of the men as the salvation of their
“ immortal souls.” Of the work the men of God have
done some glowing accounts have been forwarded.

One would conclude from these accounts that Tommy
Atkins, who certainly never exhibits any strong tendency
to piety at home, nor was ever suspected of having
done so before he enlisted, had suddenly become a pro-
nounced devotee. It may be that, having been brought
face to face with possible death, some fear takes posses-
sion of him—as it is said to seize the dying “ infidel "—
in regard to his fate hereafter. Here the chaplain comes
in with his special nostrum. He directs the attention
of the “ fearful” and unregenerate soldier to the Savior,
and implores him to wash himself in the “ blood of the

Lamb”—as if there were not already enough blood all
around. He talks to him of Christ, who is the Prince
of Peace, and whose teachings are opposed to war

under any circumstances, and who by anticipation has
condemned the very work in which these suddenly
“ roused souls” are engaged. He urges him to pray
to “ Our Father,” who is looking down at these his
children, who are trying their hardest to send each other
to heaven as not being good enough to remain on earth.
He holds out prospects in regard to a future life of
which he knows no more than any other man.

All of which is called “ administering spiritual consola-
tion.” It is a poor consolation after all. The real con-
solation to the wounded and dying soldier would be the
surgeon’s assurance that he will recover from his wounds
and live. That, indeed, would be accepted as “ glad
tidings of great joy.” By the side of such a comforting
pronouncement the chaplain’s talk would sink into
insignificance. Tommy Atkins would gladly relinquish,
or at any rate postpone, any entrance on the heavenly
joys whispered of in his ear by the man of God, though,
according to the latter, they are greater than the human
mind can conceive, infinitely surpassing any that are
possible in this world, and are, moreover, eternal.

It may be— as the Rev. J. Robertson, chaplain to the
Highland Brigade, wrote home— that the work of

spiritual salvation at the front showed “ how increas-
ingly much Christ is the all in all." We beg leave,
however, to think that, whatever conversions and

awakenings he and the other army clerics may have
effected, the “ all in all ” of the bulk of the men was not
Christ or a desire to make an immediate ascent to him,
but a hope to enjoy immunity from wounds and sickness,
and make a safe return home—which now happily is

rendered possible.
Francis Neale.
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The Future of Religion.

( Continuedfrom pageJJ).)

Ultimately, then, we come back to the general con-
clusion that the tenure of a belief is decided far more
by the kind of social structure existing, with its avail-
able stock of knowledge, than by its accuracy or inherent
strength. Men’s beliefs are determined for them to a
much greater extent by slowly operating forces, to the
influence of which they are largely unconscious, than by
elaborate logical demonstration ; and, consequently, the
only real guarantee that can be offered that any belief
is dead beyond the possibility of resurrection is that
it no longer fits into the existing circle of positive know-
ledge, and that the conditions that would harmonize
with it cannot again be called into existence.

Adaptation to environment is, in brief, as much the
condition of existence for intellectual matters as it is
for physical structures. Change the environment so
that to an increasing number of people a particular
belief no longer harmonises with their knowledge con-
cerning the world, and it is doomed. It is out of its
element ; it may continue to exist as a figure of speech,
it may be perpetuated for a time by the operation of
vested interests, but its decline is nevertheless assured.
All history emphasises this lesson. Preach Christianity
to a nation of savages, and all that is effected is that
new names are given to the old conceptions. These
latter, on the testimony of all independent travellers,
remain unchanged. The various gods of the ancient
world become transformed into Christian saints ; the
converted Catholic transfers to his new Church the
whole stock of feelings he had formerly associated with
Rome. But change the social structure, introduce new
conceptions of nature, add to the stock of existing
knowledge, and insensibly these feelings and beliefs
decline because they no longer receive nourishment
from anything around them. They die out for want of
support, just as a civilized man in the midst of savages,
or a savage in the midst of civilised men, puts off a little
of his native state and approximates somewhat to the
nature of his surroundings.

In what follows it will be my object to try and deter-
mine to what extent the changed surrounding? of to-
day may warrant us in regarding the decline of certain
religious beliefs as a matter of tolerable certainty.

So far as the belief in revelation, in miracles, or in
the value of prayer as a means of effecting any altera-
tion in the order of events, is concerned, we may safely
put it on one side as having already been rejected by
a sufficiently large number of people as to be beyond
the possibility of a revival. There are, of course, a
considerable number of people who still profess to
believe in all of these items ; but the majority of them,
when pressed, attach some fanciful meaning to the
beliefs, and thus rob them of all real value. The place
of miracles is placed in some extra-cosmical region, or
its meaning reduced to that of the wonderful or the

unusual. Prayer is accepted, not as the offering and
granting of a petition, but as a mild mental tonic.
Revelation is, in turn, expanded until it embraces

almost everything— the genius of a poet, of a painter,
and the “ sacred ” literature of all people. This, it is
clear, is only saving revelation in name, while robbing
the thing itself of all real value. From an evidential
point of view, the man who sees the revelation of God
everywhere may just as well fail to see it anywhere.
Its value lies in its exclusiveness ; and if,' as many
writers assure us nowadays, there is inspiration in the
utterance of all that is great and good, one wonders
what special value can be attached to the Christian
possession of the same article. Already the question is
being asked in religious circles, Why, if there is salva-
tion outside of Christianity, need there be all the trouble
about carrying religion to the “ heathen” ? and this is
only a slight indication of the manner in which new
views are slowly undermining the ancient faith.

Now, in this there is a very clear illustration of the
correctness of the principle | have been insisting on. So
long as the assaults on the Bible consisted of a catalogue
of various brutal regulations, or of verbal contradictions,
the book was tolerably secure. The retort that man
had no clear right to judge God, or that God was
justified in doing as he pleased, was held to be an
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adequate reply to the first class of objections, an
ingenuity of commentators satisfied the bulk of “v®¢g
that the second class had also been satisfactorily
and disposed of. But with the amount of PO5",
knowledge concerning non-Christian beliefs steV,,
accumulating, with more exact information conce *“
the conditions under which “ inspired ” literature co
into existence, and with the comparison of the Chr*
“ revelation ” with other sacred writings, these apo
and harmonies fell flat. They were no longer apjj®
ciated, because there was growing up an altoge”®
different intellectual atmosphere, and methods ™ at il
adequate in the last century, so far as the Chd
world was concerned, were found to be sadly inadeq.
in this. The Christian had come to accept as a a
of course the very beliefs and positions that his P
decessors in the faith had been battling against. S
It is the same with the belief in miracles.
have been written to prove that miracles are imp°®s e
or to demonstrate the reasonableness of their exis
Yet it may be questioned if anyone ever gave
belief as the result of any reasoned-out process
cerning their incredibility, or if anyone ever behev
them because they were a priori possible or prO 1
To those who take a comprehensive view .rLjeS
intellectual history it is clear that the belief in Q1 o
is a perfectly normal phenomenon at one stag ™
human development. When little is known ® §H
nature of the forces that constitute the world, tb
nothing anomalous in the belief in miracles™
thing is then possible, because nothing is certain.
only as knowledge grows that possibility nar ~
until everything is swallowed up in an all-ero®r. Je
necessity. Miracles no longer occur, for the s ¢
reason that people have ceased to expect thern =73
they have ceased to expect them because the *nte ¢jfica
life of man has undergone such a profound 00
tion during the past three centuries, the .. {ii
. . . Wlth
teaching concerning nature is so permeated P5
conception of natural law, that the miraculo™”t,

N
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become, not a subject to be seriously argued o'f
but one to be rejected without even wasting tk
its discussion. All instinctively recognise tna
belief being a characteristic feature of an unde' i3

mind, and one that dies out as development. PfO
there need be neither surprise at its presence nor
of its ultimate disappearance.

Putting on one side, therefore, such matters O $
as those noted above, we may fairly summar*|j jS
fundamental beliefs of the modern religious © ,
consisting in (a) the belief in the existence of God>U,d
belief in a future life ; and (c) the belief in the

influence of religion as a controlling and X om
force. We will take each of these beliefs in
placed above. . 10crs5

A very slight examination of the Theistic Wj
the present day, and a comparison of them 'VI\\.w
writings of an earlier period, are enough to sa -foUt
the nature of the controversy has undergone a p¥™ t5
and significant change. A hundred vyears
controversy was for the most part between “

forms of Theistic belief, rather than a struggl® ,> e
Tireitwr and e H@gﬁt‘i@ﬁ €onceptions ©f ip1
freely criticised on the score of their accuracy  dOfi’

curacy, their worthiness or unworthiness 1 b
paratively little was said concerning the
question of whether any conception was either J y(]j

or possible. Of late years we have seen such 4
assuming a position of only secondary importall n
controversialists have shown a marked ten (10

range themselves into two sharply-defined Partie j tilO
who still cling to a deity of some description a

who hold that all such beliefs are illegitimate o

In other words, the contest is no longer so muc " pl»
rival religious views as between Theism and a ™ jef,
negation..of.all.its.forms ; and it requires but gf°v
of research to see that the latter party gfalllS
yeg\rnI& the cause of the growth of the non—\{\ﬁﬂw@d'
of late years has again to be sought in t"
positive knowledge concerning the nature an ™ d”™hd
ment of the God idea. Such arguments as "'

from the contradictory nature of the attribute”

to Deity, from the suffering and injustice m ~ jn
letc., were stated as powerfully centuries ag®
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'nday. Our sole superiority in attacking lies in the
¢ that the purely logical attack upon Theism is now
PPlemented by a mass of positive knowledge con-
emingr the nature and development of the God idea, all
c’ln|inS the same lesson and all leading to the same
Elusion. Whichever school of anthropologists be
Th~' whether animism be the primary form ot
V,eisrni or whether ancestor worship pre-dates it, or
, aever be the exact stages through which the idea
am Passed>there is now a practical consensus of opinion
ran°ngSt anthropologists that it is in the fear and igno-
ce °ur savage ancestors that the idea of God, of a
JKUre fife>and of supernaturalism generally, has its rise.
oth Soning on one side may be met by reasoning on the
OF.?2r and the ordinary individual is not so keen a judge
e **8ical niceties of an argument as always to lodge
to \er.Gict on the right side ; but it is impossible for one
dOentlre'y close his mind to all that science has d s
q0. a c°ncerning the origin and nature of the belief in
it  ?r not to feel that belief lowered in value by finding
(iiii-L latcd to all the gross stupidities and cruelties that
@ gure uncivilised life, still less to resist the insidious
The' 0 of anumber of forces that sap the foundation of
live'st} by destroying the type of mind upon which it
thin' instead of finding the idea of God treated as soine-
analv™00 sacred to be discussed, the Theist finds it
the yS6d’ ~'scussed, and ticketed by science in much
Seni Same manner as though it were an ordinary
“e&@é:ca' specimen. Me sees it omifteed fioth all
‘omsl On positive science, ignored in daily life, and
r~ . er disuse he discovers that his belief is gradually
~N"fweaker.
find "ere remain many apologists who profess
God, ras strong proofs as ever of the existence of
"ore jje  *fitheir arguments receive support it is far
jfie subjCaUse tbey harmonise with inherited feelings on
"aWeid  *Man because they are supported by existing
al»ays 'n this respect the Theistic advocate
nPiThen~°SSesses a considerable advantage over the
"fich KISt blis arguments appeal to those feelings

%ﬂ-areem,USe they are a product of the uncivilised
r  (de mere deeply seafed. Hhd Atheidt 45 WKiivg,

~efinpSpeak’ a new language ; he has to create the
tardy°Swbich his opponent finds ready to hand, vet,
fieveinas |bis process necessarily is, one can see it
kellp G'ug. Knowledge does not transform existing
Snbs d In a year or lu a generation ; but gradually it
Pasj ,eePer and deeper into the unconscious habitual
file uian, and from which it dominates, in turn,
°f h0 af 10us mental life. It is only a question
agai ~ accepted religious formulas can st_a_nd
ar(])";//y{ego’ the steady encroachments of positive

~Nan”™o’ and although it is not within the power of

a? to Predict their exact duration, their gradual

rafiomi'nG ancl final disappearance can hardly admit ot
al doubt. r. Cohen.

( To be concluded. )

Christian Remedies.

fl-')eﬁi'ﬁt’% out In our article last week, the Church
V ’Uassps '>red not only the “ religious alienation of
‘a>rnethS'i ~ut a%o the utter inadequacy ot all Chris-
fr In thp° r hitherto adopted to bring the populace
{pgious .d °f taw (HHWE ahiristiar eects. QBT
~oVered°ntemporary, however, considers that it has
hich Pr  .e true panacea for the extensive apathy
.\fj'F%ESJ-*- aU® tgwarde reigibn. Herd is e romddy
§> rate 1 ..11) The recognition of real, personal, and
B eHUA9IRR * (2) sarnesthass”in religious aim
MthCriticiSnly. 111 rec°ffu>tion of the results of science

fii allthis "« ~ancl °P common sense ; (5) along
ofgeVed.” Simple form of belief, and such as can be

Gieolocj: Ow’ three of these supposed remedies are
sP«r>Elects character, and appear to us to have the

to ¢c"1Gs.  -pij which pertain to all alleged Christian
,V>ey rn6 7ery 'anguage used is vague, and fails
L s.torGsy ~huite meaning. We have “words,
P.fir;,d[fficult -Mui tn™ uwx tu aiguuy

S;?es. “cor ° Unclerstand. Take, for instance, the

6 f°rui o fKr2te yehg'on* *“ religious aim,” and “ a
elief.” These expressions may possibly
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satisfy churchgoers, but they will fail to convey any
clear and distinct meaning to the thoughtful and critical
non-churchgoers. And these latter are the very persons
for whom it is stated the remedies are required. To
the practical reformer the terms above quoted appear
very much like “sound and fury, signifying nothing.”
Whatever is incapable of being properly understood
possesses but little remedial value. This will explain
to some extent why the Church has failed to cure the evils
by which it has been surrounded. The “ remedies”
Christians generally put forward are couched in
language that is mystic, and based upon the notion that
it has some supreme force behind it. Thus faith takes
the place of works, and belief is substituted for know-
ledge. The result is that, while the ages roll on, the
evils that are deplored still remain.

It is with us a settled conviction that the true remedy
for social evils is to be found in the highest physical,
moral, and intellectual development of human nature,
the acquirement and application of genuine education,
and the destruction of all priestly and imperial power
which seeks to fetter human thought and to despotically
control individual action, The highest outcome of ancient
civilisation in Greece and Rome was at a time when
democratic freedom adorned their history. In Athens
and Republican Rome we have many illustrations of
this fact. Potent in arms, able at one period to defend
and preserve their liberties against every aggressor,
these States were mighty in other and nobler fields. In
philosophy, science, literature, art, and all that enriches
and elevates mankind these democracies were unequalled.
The great object that the reformer should keep in view is
to promulgate principles capable of re-moulding society
in such a manner that the greatest possible liberty and
happiness may be secured to the individual and to the
general community. To obtain this thoroughly, a know-
ledge of the causes of good and evil in man must be
acquired. Ignorance is admitted to be an evil which
directly impedes human progress and stands in the way
of human happiness. This ignorance many of us regard
as being possible to remove, and to substitute in its
place a knowledge of the pathway leading to goodness,
truth, and virtue. Experience has proved that the
panacea for wrongs and shortcomings is not to be
obtained from the Church, with its perplexing doctrines
and its mind-deteriorating dogmas. OIld creeds have
had their day, and before the power of modern thought
the superstition that those creeds bolstered up is rapidly
tottering to its basis. Society, as now constituted, with
its strongly-marked distinctions between rich and poor,
its blatant hypocrisy, its wicked extravagance and abject
penury, has been weighed down by the theories of
so-called Divine predestination and ordination. These
theories are, fortunately, becoming more and more dis-
credited by the intelligence of the nineteenth century.

Let us examine the five so-called remedies named
by the Church Gazette, with a view of ascertaining if
they would be efficacious in removing the apathy which
now exists towards the Churches. In the first place,
what are we to understand by a “ corporate religion ”?
The term means “ united in a body, and acting as an
individual, collectively one.” But can this be accurately
said of the Christian religion ? Where connected with
it is to be found its “ corporate ” and “ united body” ?
There is no evidence of the “ collectively one ” through-
out its entire organisation. The professors of this
religion are split up into opposing sections, presenting
a heterogeneous mass. Even the columns of the
Church Gazette, which is supposed to represent the
broadest phase of Christianity, have recently contained
abundant evidence of disunion amongst the teachers of,
and believers in, this very religion. The latest attempt
to form a “ corporate ” body has just been made by the
Broad Church party, but it has proved an absolute
failure ; for its members have been writing for some
weeks in the Gazette in opposition to each other with a
vehemence that is indicative of their being anything but
“ united in a body.” Where, then, can this “ corporate
religion ” be found? Moreover, ifit could be discovered,
what evidencehave we that it would contain the necessary
remedial potency ? None whatever ; and the editor of
the Church Gazette makes no effort to supply what is so
badly needed.

His two other theological antidotes for what he deems
the bane of religious indifference are as unsatisfactory as
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his first. “ Earnestness in religious aim ” and “ a simple
form of belief” have long obtained, to some extent, in the
Churches ; but neither the earnestness nor the belief has
proved to be the required remedy. A person can be as
earnest with a bad “ aim ” as with a good one, and the
simplicity of a belief is no guarantee of its real value.
The important question is, What is the nature of the
aim a person has in view, and what is the kind of the
belief which he accepts? It is here that the futility of
all theological remedies is manifested. The Christian’s
aim, as a rule, is directed too much to the considera-
tion of teachings which refer to some other world,
instead of endeavoring to realise the greatest possible
advantages of our present existence ; and orthodox
religious belief is too absurd, too complicated,
and too impracticable, to command the adherence of
the really thoughtful portion of the community. Chris-
tianity, as such, is played out. Its authority, the Bible,
is out of date as a guide in secular affairs. The posi-
tion it once held in the estimation of many has been
destroyed by modern criticism and the better recogni-
tion of the requirements of every-day life. Even its
historical value is no longer regarded as it once was.
As the late Dr. Mivart stated : “ Comparatively few
persons now believe that the account in Genesis of the
creation of the world, or of Adam or of Eve, is, in any
sense, historical and true ; or that the account of the
Fall is such ; or that diversities of language were due
to God’s fear lest men should build a tower to reach
heaven ; or that Joshua or Isaiah in any way interfered
with the regularity of the earth’s rotation on its axis.”

No doubt it is very desirable, as the editor of the
Church Gazette intimates, to have “an equally full
recognition of the results of science and criticism and
of common sense.” But if Christians think that this
would be aremedy for the existing indifference towards
the Church, they are greatly deceived. It is the recogni-
tion of scientific results and the exercise of common
sense that have alienated the masses from the Churches.
It would, however, be interesting to learn how
the editor of the Gazette would attempt to reconcile
science and common sense with his other proposed
remedies of “ personal and corporate religion ” and “ a
simple form of belief.” He, like most Christian expo-
nents, deals in general statements without even attempt-
ing to show their particular application to the subject
that may be under consideration. The real want of the
age is not merely improved religious belief, but a fuller
recognition of the evils of society, and a firmer deter-
mination to apply the true remedies, which are only to
be found in science, ethics, and philosophy.

Charles W atts.

National Secular Society.

ANNUAL CONFERENCE IN LONDON.

T iie annual Conference of the National Secular Society was
held last Sunday in the Athenrcum Hall, Tottenham Court-
road, W.C. There was a large attendance of delegates and
of individual members. Towards the close of the morning
session the hall was crowded. The platform was very
prettily decorated with flowers, plants, and festoons of
Liberty silk, and generally presented a very gay appearance.
There was a considerable sprinkling of ladies in bright
summer toilettes.

The President (Mr. G. W. Foote) was accompanied on the
platform by Mr. Charles Watts, Mr. Hartmann (treasurer),
and Miss Edith M. Vance (secretary). The front part of the
floor was allotted to delegates, amongst whom were the
following: Messrs. C. Quinton and W. S. Clogg (Bethnal
Green); Mr. T. Shore (Bolton); Messrs. Il. Percy Ward,
W. T. Pitt, and J. Sullivan (Birmingham) ; Messrs. J.
Umpleby and J. Titherington (Blackburn); Messrs. Victor
Roger and F. Cotterell (Camberwell) ; Mr. R. Rhodes
(Chatham) ; Mr. 1l. McGuinness (Derby) ; Messrs. D.
Frankel and J. Cooper (East London); Messrs. E. W. Quay,
W. Leaf, and E. Bater (Finsbury); Messrs. W. H. Spivey,
T. Whiteley, T. Ollerenshaw, and T. A. Spivey (Hudders-
field) ; Mr. and Mrs. J. Siddon (Liverpool) ; Mr. and Mrs.
C. Pegg, Mr. and Mrs. Willis, and Mr. J. Mayhew (Man-
chester) ; Messrs. T. Horseman and B. Chapman (South
Shields); Mr. J. W. Gott (Stanningley); Messrs. C. E. Sims
and E. Leggatt (West Ham); Messrs. R. P. Edwards and
B. Munton (West_ London). Amongst individual members
were Mr. G. Thwaites (Stockton); Mr. J. Dobson (Lancaster);
Mr. and Mrs. Mumby (Newark) ; and Mr. Lee Sumner
(Birmingham).

THE FREETHINKER.

JUNEjb A

_— 10
Amongst the ladies present were Mrs. Foote an

daughters, Mrs. Charles Watts and Miss J.

Miss Goyne, of Birmingham. The entrance of MIS ~

Bradlaugh, sister of Charles Bradlaugh, during the

part of the proceedings was marked by applause. n
The minutes of the previous Conference having bee
as_read mictba

The P resident explained that the Conference was si
National Secular Society’s Conference, dealing 111,j, je
business of that Society only. There would [)y’b e
some diversity of opinion on some of the subjects
discussed, but they ought to congratulate themselve *
that, for, as Milton said, “ Opinion in good men 9
knowledge im the making.” They were bownd jved
through the stage of opinion before they could a
certitude. The President then read the following

Annual Report.

From a special point of view the past year has not
of great success. In some respects it has been tret
below the average. But this is mainly owing to the J ot
the most important part of the year for the Society =
extending from October to May, has been covered by (i
in South Africa. Public attention is after all a limited ‘1 g
and, with so much of it turned into one broad deeP.@Qid%
there has been relatively little available in other dir
All advanced, all intellectual, causes have suffered in tle
quence. Compensation may be looked for, however ,|jdy
time of reaction which is pretty sure to follow the
excitement of the past seven or eight months. . rlrjsm

Fortunately, the Secufar movement has_recelved andjd
impetus through agencies not formally, but indirectly!
vitally, connected with the work of this Society. The
tion of the Secular Society, Limited—as to which a
is to be made at a later stage of this Conference—haS jlie
borne good fruit. Grants from this Incorporatin'l  tre
National Secular Society have exceeded in amount ‘
other sources of actual revenue, and have thus pi &
deficit which is serious from becoming positively a'

The other agency is the Freethought Publishing C° 'feil
Limited. Incidentally, this Company saved the Socw 0
a loss of over £g in connection with the Almanac

that is a trilling matter in comparison with the savi[cTiet)5
is being, and will continue to be, effected through th®”ce il
co-operation with these two Incorporated bodies, t t
no longer stands at £40 a year ; It has been reduced >
The Secretary’s salary no longer stands at £91 a ye™,-£tef
been reduced to £26. In other words, an expend to;t-
these two items of £131 a year has been reduced

This involves an annual saving of £8%. Inthese )i
stances it is reasonable to expect that the Society s r*
deficit will be practically wipad out im the course o= it
twelve months, and that in due time a fair baiane
realised on the other side. - Va'

It may be mentioned that the Secretary (M,sSrm?jJi
having other employment, and of course salary, in cO sufip
with the aforesaid Incorporated bodies, does n°igep
pecuniarily. Why then, it may be asked, was so ansde
amount expended on the Secretaryship before?
to this question is very simple. Although the Socie
did not occupy the whole of the Secretary’s time, it
done at incalculable intervals all over the week, anT.tsold
was necessary for Miss Vance to attend at the Socwl
daily and transact the relatively small business as it
itself. At present the Society has not so much an Wuec
the use of an office, as in a certain sense it has t ¢ofM
a secretary. But a mere technicality is not in_ds® (
importance; and, as a matter of fact, the Society o0
saves a great deal of its old expenditure, but gains ™1, »
ways by the concentration of Secular effort in wipe jt 1
operating. Persons who come to No. i Statin ted
Court for one purpose may find themselves mte j~d
another. The purchase of a book ora pamphletm J if,j
a subscription to the Society. Indeed, it is unne ™~ fjO
expatiate on an advantage which must be obvious t
who takes the trouble to look and think. co“ nil

It was very fortunate that this new arrangemen ;5%
effected just when it was, for the Society had to leaj jffc.,
office in the Strand, and it would have been extreme | a
to find another. That office was part of a larg®®
taining four rooms, rented by the Land Restoration dl
from Messrs. Manfield and Sons, the well-known p O
facturers. The Rev. Stewart 1). Headlam, presid”™n(til/
League, was the legal tenant; and, being a Ji
although a Christian—if the expression may be I [@
he kindly sub-let one of the rooms to your Pres' efl
office for this Society. There happened, howe ~psl
another tenant on the premises, who was also a plrii"LaS
but not a gentleman. lie had no legitimate c? varGR) il
make against this Society’s officials. His
that they had access to the same building with
fact, he seems to have resented their existence > ~ v ti'e
city, and even in the same world. Naturallyaf c%le
man, as well as a religious bigot, he subjected y°u . pop )k
in general, and your Secretary in particular, to e’
form of annoyance within the limits of the law. ~ 3sS5
committed a gross assault on a gentleman who w

et

to".

Ne
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MssVa ' o "
JientlemnCC ~“Eh f{er accounts in a sudden emergency ; a
Sdieh, au’ “7 *be way, who was not a member of this
This led Ut a member of the Land Restoration League.
%’d’iio: an appearance at Bow-street Police Court.
1 st With instead of putting pressure upon their violent
erarts in 2 view to compelling him to leave the sober
APef#eeable enjoyment of their right in the premises,
PR e eW 209 SORS Byt pressure upon Mr. Headlam
Bglining to -lis_suidtenant 5 even goin to the length of
renew the lease unless the National Secular
their own polite and elegant language—was
Yo - Mr. Headlam was not prepared to remove us,
Wth Mef OUr removal ; on the contrary, he remonstrated
tak of SSIS" . Nianfield and Sons on their playing into the
"ere rebffious fanatic, to the detriment of others who
«pinions' y °P 110 °tfence except an inability to share his
Restoratio j Vertbeless, it was scarcely fair that the Land
yresicent %, 'eaRue should suffer in such a quarrel. Your
TSue fr theref?re, decided to release Mr. Headlam and the
Mcklya °’m ,eir painful position by vacating the office as
lad RestN085-'Ne’ 1Sweb to add tfiat ” r- Verinder, the
WsOfice” WaU°n league’s secretary, who was constantly at
Want'sbii ‘ten unt*'ate at night, has written that their sub-
that lless Vias carried on inan irreproachable manner,
ifesence * never offered any offence except their mere
Jn itsei ° fanat‘'c who was perpetually annoying them.
F‘{th . O course, this incident was one to be forgotten
M3 ptYrtiut it unfortunately revealed a tone and
i>- p'cnare only too common. The Freethought Pub-
Pleciies@0rtipaily. was baffled.. for.. months..in...its quest of
feWss°ryarrying on its projected business. Place after
lefeenc  refused, although the agents had found that the
Syfords ycre quite satisfactory. Finally, the Duke of
,» lease ®eward declined to sanction the assignment of
py;at[j1Premises on the Bedford estate to the Com-
~Perse bv !ulS aPter the place was got ready at considerable
H indef,it ler leaseholder, after the agreement was prepared,
i?nys seQr'fa'l;er the keys had been handed over to the Com-
ey are Facts like these are very deplorable ; still
in those”biand must be taken into account. They show
"prance; ° fancy. or affect to fancy, that the reign of
y~ecurrinlS ° Ver are basking in a fool’s paradise.
°jr Exerw-to the matter of this Society’s secretaryship,
l Sted (, tive has to report that Mr. Robert Forder has
k. enhealti lonor.ary secretaryship on the ground of his
kniS useles “ and inability to attend even to his own business.
RO'n air/ /5 attempt to conceal what is rather widely
fOtcer amith 7> that there had been friction between MF,
« >tten W .? Executive ; but that may now be buried and
#s may h *°  r' Forder’s services to the Society in former
n.NMary.i ee.gratefully remembered. As for the honorary
r%"asPeriii Ihe Conference will bear in mind that it
- *olhee, created in order that Mr. Forder, after
4 ﬁ‘tf']e sacretaryship, might still keep in specially close
« 0"Is>and/i S9Eiety’s work. That consideration no longer
Sill Ionorar,, he Executive suggests to the Conference that
lie r?"ains necretaryship should be abolished. ~Mr. Forder
g i1 be the list of vice-presidents. In that capacity
ive;,-‘e. if circumstances permit, to attend the
is_ cetings and take part in conducting the Society’s

G,/s WodO kve desires to make a rapid survey of the past
da Britaj 1lropaganda has been carried on throughout
As of a good deal of vigor, and in the circum-
lid§™r-¢ohe tjrne With real success. Mr. Charles Watts
" _,a have travelled far and wide in the lecture
N B». gUK °ace more as far north as Dundee and
iFip Ished re°ta the veteran and the later comer have well-
%r( uenti tatlons’ anc* E WH be a pitg if they are not
J® Mr ,/ ancl extensively employed during the next
"Is(Cctsas j ercy Ward, who is domiciled at Birmingham,
On Urer antl drganiser to the lotal Branch, has
fine/Ration. ?.any provincial platforms, and has won high
«<fy! EonjOnifssrs- Moss and Heaford are almost con-
A, IX°rE ther ' » Ut *Eiey have done an immense amount of
Warjg ®mn conneéction with the open-air propaganda.
younger recruit, has also taken a good share
~ev sins- /., X°ur President has also lent a hand by
v >ry\>ith the competent and ever-ready aid of the
tiefus Lon tnumber of Freethought Demonstrations in
APACIASN Parks. Messrs. Cohen, Snell, Moss, and
Btasd - speakers—Mr. Watts being unfortunately

W Q entirg"gdliness. Very large meetings were addressed,
""atcost 0 RN’ oP Demonstiations were Garried through
fiEei>erousl?« Society. This was partly owing to the fact

% th»n. - a brake and a pair of horses on
Glask. Ufcnng to the provinces, it is to be noted

I1< L thatSs,bt ™ a"cb is remarkably active and pros-
pr?ncby duriner C ~Einchester Branch has held its own
D Ped fa*ter aail unpropitious winter ; that the Liverpool
1.Ply ,reshbO llartl struggle, has turned a corner and
baited . u&h a’ partly through its own brave efforts, and
- T the Secular Society,

S » pKivat thetBielgigghamn fBranch has moved alon
< EKanﬁla’\.?D:te 'gfig%he bigots who struck at it sg
0 exc, ~ y through the School Board, which was

e X from the common use of the Board

schools; that fine work has been done by the Chatham
Branch at New Brompton ; and that gratifying work has
been done by the new Branch at Porth, in South Wales.
Another new Branch has been formed at Tooting. The
West Ham Branch, formed a little prior to the late Con-
ference, as a permanent result of the local agitation for
excluding the Freethinker from the tables of the reading-
rooms in the Public Libraries, has amply justified its
establishment by carrying on a most vigorous and effective
propaganda. The Camberwell Branch, besides the winter
lectures in its Hall, conducts two outdoor lecture-stations
during the summer. The West London Branch is famous
for its Hyde Park meetings, as the Bethnal Green Branch
is for its meetings in Victoria Park. The East London
and Finsbury Branches also take a good share of the
open-air work. The propaganda in Finsbury Park has been
temporarily reorganised by Miss Vance, after the collapse of
the local Branch. She is also occupied in attending to the
business side of the lectures at the Athenaecum Hall, where
Sunday evening meetings have been carried on for nearly
four years by your President, ostensibly on behalf of the
Society, but actually at his own risk and responsibility.

A difficulty arose in London with regard to the open-air
meetings in the parks under the control of the County
Council. An effort was made to stop the sale or distribu-
tion of literature at such meetings, as being against the
general bye-laws ; but, pressure being brought to bear upon
individual members of the Council, it was at length conceded
that literature might be sold, and collections made, within
the limits of these gatherings, on condition that copies of
publications sold should be deposited at the County Council’s
head office. No sort of interference has since been attempted,
and this condition seems to be of a merely formal character—
perhaps to silence the tongues of bigots and busybodies.

There have been but few social functions organized by your
Executive, but it is pleasant to report that the Annual Dinner
at the Holborn Restaurant was a signal success.

The Society’s Almanack for 1900 has yielded a good profit,
in consequence of the extra advertisements, including those
of the Freethought Publishing Company and the Secular
Society, Limited. Next year it will be possible to make
changes in this publication, with a view to its improvement,
and probably its enlargement. It has been found that the
reduction in price, from sixpence to threepence, has not led
to the increased sale that was anticipated.

The general distribution of literature has been much assisted
by presents of parcels of books and pamphlets from Mr.
George Anderson to Branches and individuals who undertook
to see to their circulation. Fortunately the new order of
things will permit of a more comprehensive, and no doubt a
more successful, prosecution of this side of the Society’s work.

Turning for a little while from this country to the outside
world, your Executive feels bound to note with strong appre-
ciation the grand work of open, avowed French Freethinkers,
such as Clemenceau, Guyot, and Zola, on behalf of justice
and religious liberty. This is not the time and place to discuss
the Dreyfus affair, but so far as it involved a conflict between
religious bigotry and the free toleration of all forms of belief
your Executive is proud to record that the part played in it by
Freethinkers reflects the greatest credit upon their principles,
as well as upon their character and courage. In spite of the
reaction which has been going on in France for many years,
and which has recently culminated in the capture of the Paris
Municipal Council by the so-called Nationalists, the French
Freethinkers may still be depended upon to defend the two
great principles of the Revolution—namely, equal justice to
all citizens, and absolute freedom of conscience. Germany
has been disgraced by many prosecutions for “ blas-
phemy” and “insulting religion,” but nothing is able to
arrest the spread of Freethought amongst the industrial
population. Churches remain empty in Berlin, and the
phenomenon is not affected, except perhaps for the
worse, by the pious zeal of the Empress in building
new ones. From far-off Sweden a letter reaches this
Conference, with a resolution of sympathy from its re-
organised Freethinkers. Still farther away, at the_Antipodes,
Mr. Wallace Nelson, an old member of this Society,
conducts the People's Newspaper at Rockhampton ; and
although his work is chiefly political, he does not neglect
Freethought. Mr. W. W. Nelson, one of the Society’s vice-
presidents, has recovered his seat in the New Zealand
parliament, in spite of the odium theologicum being freely
raised against him. Another vice-president, Mr. Joseph
Symes, still gallantly upholds the Freethought standard at
Melbourne. Some months ago he was nearly murdered by a
lurking assassin, who probably represented the hatred felt
by the Roman Catholics towards the editor of the Liberator.
Mr. Symes has sufficiently recovered from this dastardly
attack to be able to attend to his affairs, but he feels the
effects of it still, and it is to be hoped that he may see his
way to recruiting his strength by an ocean voyage Jo his
native land, where many of his old friends will be delighted
to see him again.

In America the Freethought cause has not been ex-
tinguished, as Christians predicted, by the death of Colonel
Ingersoll. There is, of course, less activity in the lecture
field ; but the Freethought journals and magazines—and
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there are many of them—still hold their own, and seem likely ~ The New York Journal for Sunday, May 13, contain™ @
to continue doing so. Naturally the death of Colonel number of short articles on Christianity from the
Ingersoll caused an immense void. He was such a colossal distinguished persons. The Chinese Minister to the Iirjg%
figure ! And he was as loveable as he was great. Head States, Wu Ling Fang, wrote very astutely.

and heart in him were alike splendid. His death was felt as piaise jesus far going “a fittle twrthetr” than ConHdQj
a personal bereavement by thousands of Freethinkers in the matter of “ loving one’s enemies,” he really leaves*
America, and it was felt in the same way by many to be inferred that Confucius stopped at the right P°!

in this country who had never seen him. At the last Jesus went beyond it. With regard to the persecutj.f}
Conference we were urging him to come over to Christian history, he says that they fill him with ™
England, where a royal welcome was awaiting him. “We have no such records,” he observes, “\a (jac
He will not visit us now, but his genius and character abide Jews, Mohammedans, and Buddhists have lived ( "~

with us as an imperishable possession. We shall laugh at his peaceably side by side. “ It is only,” he adds, ~*
wit, smile at his humor, thrill at his pathos, and feel the in- indiscreet Christian missionaries go to extremes an
spiration of his noble appeals to our humanity. the people that they ever have any trouble.”

Recurring to home affairs, the one important matter that
remains to be dealt with is that of finance. It is not surprising
that the Society’s income was reduced last year ; for not only ism. Confucius did not teach the doctrine of a filtu ~
were general public conditions unfavorabie, but the means He said he didn't know what was going to take
of the Freethought party were drawn off into a special to-morrow, and how could he know anything about jrN¢
channel. But this state of things ought not to continue, and remote future. Besides, it was men’s duty to do th
it should be one of the new Executive’s chief duties to consider to-day, with no thought of reward. “ That,” sl-
how the revenue of the Society may be considerably enlarged Chinese Minister, “ seems to me the higher view.”
during the ensuing year. At the last Conference it was
decided to raise a Twentieth Century Fund. One of the Ajoke is a joke though some weeks old. At the ~of
Society’s vice-presidents, the veteran Mr. J. Umpleby, sent his Conference of School Teachers, Mr. Howard told, a ~
contribution at once in the form of a cheque for £ 20, which an infant who, being asked where he would be nussc
is still in the hands of the Treasurer. But other projects lie died, replied : “ In heaven.” Much laughter.
barred the way, month after month, in a quite unexpected
manner, and it was impossible to proceed with the projected The Sunday Reader notes the fact that “so sllla'EbRB
Twentieth Century Fund without courting a fiasco. The centage of the working-class ever come to a >idl
road is now clearer, though, and the President has been asked \yorship,” and surmises that “ possibly the so-called,l s
to draft the circular of appeal, which he will do immediately ggcyjar 'Souety has not a little to do with it.” | i
after the present Conference. Half a year still remains of the contemporary is good enough to say that “ Every vee'ans
nineteenth century, and the Fund could easily be raised before g,mmer months the emissaries of that Society £MonK
the arrival of the twentieth century. —Easily, that is, in point hjpjtion of their hatred against Christianity in tho .
of time. Whether it can be easily done in other respects will parks before large audiences, for the most part appre Qs
depend upon the zeal and generosity of the whole Secular of course they talk “ claptrap » and are very * unscruf®
party. It ought not to be impossible to raise £1,000 by this pt they catch on with the public somehow; and are % p i |
special effort.  Indeed, it ought not to be difficult to do so, i ¢4 the “ earnest and well-meaning, but not too in e(ja”
view of the extraordinary efforts made by nearly all the christians” who oppose them. It éppears however® y
religious bodies in a similar direction. The Churches are courage of Atheist lecturers melts away when the ©  “ria
raising altogether two or three millions in this way. Their \yaidron puts in an appearance. This gentleman H ~
object is to strengthen the organizations and stimulate the and thrashed ” the leading Freethought speakers
forces of superstition ; and, as it is resources that tell in the g « distinctly shy in [? of ] encountering him I—l
long run, Freethinkers should feel how incumbent it is upon Ng doubt Mr. Waldron is the source of our P'AiJ
them to provide the means for counteracting the enterprise of temporary’s information on this point, and it " jl
the common enemy. . “distinctly ” blasphemous to throw a suspicion i,

It is ridiculous to suppose, as some do, that the war with accuracy. At the same time, it is only fair to say
bigotry and superstition is practically over. This is so far Freethodght speakers with whom Mr. Waldron has

Wu Ling Fang concludes by scoring neatly for e

from being true that it is necessary for the army of Free- g, not share his lofty estimation of himself, and a  iF
thought to prepare for a vigorous campaign. Thereare signs  from meeting him again on that very account. _ 17 f
of reaction all around. The Catholic Church is making gee why they should condescend to give him 1
progress in this country, at least in wealth and influence ; gra1yitous advertisements. fi

the Church of England has secured immense advantages in

relation to thousands of elementary schools, where the State The names of Messrs. Foote. Watts. and

provides millions of scholars for the clergy to indoctrinate ; mentioned in connection with these lectures in tn> . t1

and Sabbatarianism itself has scored many distinct successes parks. But on this point it is easy enough to V djt(B
during the past year. After all, the spirit of progress does ., contem orary is mistaken. Mr. Cohen deliv? > .
not exist in the air ; it only exists in human hearts ; and if |octures stllP but Messrs. Foote and Watts have 1 du

those who possess it there do not make it spread and prevail, for a great many years. They have, indeed, spoken i

it will be beaten and thrown back. This has frequently gpen-air Freethought Demonstrations, but our comet_wtff
happened in the course of history, and nothing but the . nn6t pe referring to these, since allusion is 111 Mattef J
courage, energy, and wisdom of the army of progress can way in which opponents are treated, and, as a i

prevent it from happening again. fact, opposition is neither invited nor allowed at tn

( Continued on page 362.) meetings.

Besides, if the truth must be told, the leading.~gutl™St
speakers, when they do debate, like to debate with S pe<.
: Now in private life Mr. Waldron is very IlkeJ), ST
Acid DI’OpS. ertteman.  We don't knew, and must confess*" 'Q"S”
ut In public life He is very apt te be semething, fe r

A lucky thing has happened to the famous great telescope His attitude towards the Freethought speakers wh

at the Paris Exhibition. It was formally “ blessed ” on Sunday * met and thrashed " is not the same before their t?,Juliai
morning by the Papal Nuncio, Monsignor Lorcnzclli, in the is behind their backs. Mr. Waldron is capable 0 t]e/
Optical Palace in the Champ de Mars. This gentleman was in high-flavored personalities at their expense wh®

got up in his best ecclesiastical finery, with a gorgeous not present to keep him in order. o
jewelled mitre on his head. A little phial of holy water was
emptied into a little silver basin, and the telescope was For these reasons we are not likely to take nluCjyfaldmit/
duly sprinkled, as though it were a blessed baby at a the “series of articles on Infidelity” which Mr*,
christening. In fact, the Nuncio addressed it in the name to contribute to the Sunday Reader. *“ These w €S"L/
of the Church, which he had the cool effrontery to call the announcement says, “ of his personal expetl gvi<d/
“the protector of science.” *“ Proceed in confidence,” he debating with the principal infidels of the day- ¢, jhij
said, “ God is with thee.” The telescope made no reply, but therefore, a fine display of egotism may be espeCaf)
perhaps it thought the more. Anyhow, we suppose it is safe a man of intolerable vanity would think of g*v*!?(’)‘.[jett " 0®

now against all accidents ; though we doubt if this will have of his fighting matches. Fitzsimmons and C°tt®
an effect on the insurance. never sink as low as that. They le~ve repot
reporters. Mr. Waldron prefers to do his own. . i,
i

The Rev. Mr. Sheldon, of In His Steps fame, who explained
“ What would Jesus do ?” and edited the Topeka Capital fora
week on Christian lines at a salary of ,£1,000 for the six days,
has just landed at Liverpool. His church has given him eight :
months’ leave of absence, with his stipend going on presumably lying nude on a slab.
all the time. Clearly it pays a lot better to follow Jesus now o0ne was shocked as Michal, daughter of Saul, w /
than it did in the beginning. Mr. Sheldon, we daresay, naked antics before the ark of the Lord. He
follows Jesus ; but he seems to follow him at a considerable himself with great gusto in the Sunday Compagq ever)""F

distance. Perhaps he is too loving a disciple to tread on his he is one who believes in witnessing for Chri> jed
Master’s heels. Well, when a blustering, wild-eyed, black-b®

Reader Harris, Q.C., the founder of the Penteco® paftid<{
has been further distinguishing himself in his o*, Ofd'\ if
way. This time he has been testifying to the ~ tP\|d5
It was in a Turkish batn> ™ Py)
Jf
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raucous voice, sets out on the war-

e mav ,,. f t sPeclfic intention, there is no knowing what

lenSS do- .At‘the same time, there is little doubt what
e People will think of him.

"nicest01!"”1 r2om °fi the Turkish bath he had, he says, a
heae ta, whh a gentleman concerning the ki
Placenfttnoijfgla one would have thought that the “ other
reniarl 'veufd have been a more suitable topic just then. He
aoutit- We spoke pretty loudly.” Is there any doubt
at least, so far as Reader Harris is concerned ? He
itk nWCS+ul do not know what we said exactly.” Vcrylikely,
«eader Harris’s chronic failing that he does not know
im1l saJs exactlv. He goes on to tell us that he went
War, 6 shampooing room, and lay on a slab. Soon after-
nft.lan.°tber gentleman came in, and took posession of the
dlgnb®°nng slab, and entered into conversation with the
oftftooer. He said, pointing to the hot room : “A couple
tre !0ps Inthere !” He then recounted to the shampooer
'i\,,.extraordinary dialogue which had just taken place.
thinift, One °f them said ‘praise the Lord,” what do you
Ji ,, other sahj ?” d then there was &8 Paus®’ ior
%(L‘- get the word out.  So, says Reader Harris, |
“ _ athe other slab : “Hallelujah!” The other
re ¢ lTped belt upright, and said : “ Good gracious, there’s
drantre -ft”1 ¢ It is wonderful, adds Reader Harris, how
i |s.when you speak of salvation with the confidence
'I'sinJgj ft, tflat come from a knowledge of the “ truth as

, T .
“‘ever,, - narns edits a paper called the Tongues of Fire.

tsay' 'Ssue there is a list of “ prayers requested.” That is
ftfted rpaders generally are invited to pray that the
ke pro . JSfiuirements of other readers (anonymous) shall

"tlally supplied. The requirements are varied,
ti‘nof ,, rorn a mangle for an old washerwoman to a refuta-
aded jLle.Higher Criticism. In the current issue prayer is
thildea,, a member and his wife may be blessed with a
“Snostic!® ‘Or the salvation of a member’s brother who is an
gP6r . ', fto wives ask for prayers for their husbands who
8situati °4. <on the loose”; also that a member may procure
sniconc’n (qualifications and salary not stated) ; also that

may recover from pneumonia.

°uy bftft request, however, is : “ Prayers are asked for an
Aiders of  uses fearful language.” Imagine the collective
as' “Aine | Tondgues of Fire offering up some such petition
~htior'fyGod, we beseech thee to direct thy beneficent
Hio I ° an only boy—we don’t know whose bov he is, but
ift *hoJ ftnowcst—who, we are told, uses fearful language,
ft.his Ib,? llarents are much distressed. Take him, O Lord,
g 11,2 | ue, and cleanse his mouth of iniquity, and
16“'1 1o gﬁ]gunderstanding of thy grace, so thzgt hg may
V m er use swear words and horrify the household.

ih - me it ha’-penny” evening had a curious announce-
-fitlled > -i?r ni&ht The heading was_“. Bishop Chausse
befad  thig §6f oR wondering wHo whHs-Bishop CHausse ?
ed \vfte,aed unfamiliar. But the paragraph itself com-
r*hen 1 Hr- Chausse, second Bishop of Liverpool.”
o knew that Harmsworth’s office boy had been

uh the name of Dr. Chavasse.

Ator ...

juid of'S e are not surprised to hear that a Church

dy> euy purnelidte has beeti esfabhisfied. This interest-

dftUssed : firbty) B 6 meeting et Hiyde Pl @ells; dhild

e\, Of How far can a religious tone enter into the con-
ling ~ daily journal ?” Well, Harmsworth’s ha-penny

@ntegﬁ%e@sﬂgﬁw far crass ignoifﬁgce cgn enter into the

h daily gneet- As for “religious tone,” the
ﬂ&JadSé'Wﬂgn tarie)(/j %hlge and at that, and we know the mess

b jft COven. ,
Pi eHe ], ry oycle maker who has been putting the cart
tointcd firstftft ky issuing a Bible with the New Testament
id<ftvobeCnand tke Old Testament following does not seem
felft One |ftvafded by much commendation of his novel
pPreUs nt'!! i Clicin which seems to be generally taken by
‘cts the j *s-that Ithe Old Testament prefigures and
ly pr advent of Jesus Christ, and therefore should
tarS Mowtoceu tke record Wf [Rsus'd oonmiy, Bt Lokt 5
Upj refars_rejls absolutely nothing in the Old Testament
ybUgQﬁo Jesus- Ask the Jews ; #t is their book, and

” 0 Know.

UI'QU sifttrageous violation of the Ninth Commandment,
16 Hsy i, not bear false witness against thy neighbor,
ft foUnd[ohn Wakeford, vicar of St. Margarets, Anfield,
k Ur>edftlrnse,finvolved in a libel suit. And the jury have
AN < lv'ilrdict against him for ft.5° damages and costs.
«-“Rinftbe,1?d a postman in his congregational magazine,
-rI'sh p shuations as to the plaintiff's employment bj the
'y Ighis%fg Union, and charging him with systematic

Sle>nificant admissions have been made by

ingdom of
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responsible speakers at a various number of the May meetings,
which tend to show that all is not well within the Christian
fold. These statements should prove very cheering to Free-
thinkers as an evidence that the internal decay of Christianity
is a fact the Christian leaders are recognising.

The failure of foreign missions was practically admitted
by Dr. Glover, of Bristol, when he declared that “the
nineteenth century bequeaths to the twentieth the beginning
of sublime work in heathen lands.” The futility of prayer
was again demonstrated by the following announcement in
the Christian World: “ Mrs. Rickett, wife of the treasurer of
the Baptist Missionary Society, passed away in Hampstead
on Sunday morning. At the May meetings many prayers
were offered that her valuable life might be spared.” Mr.
Thomas Spurgeon, of the Pastors’ College, confessed "to
anxiety about money matters." Former friends, he said, are
passing away, and it is not easy to secure new ones.

The Rev. W. Tremberth, of Yunnan, China, said he had
been returned to England a year, and during that period had
seen more drunkenness than during the whole nine years he
had spent in China. The Rev. David Davies, of Brighton,
said he was ashamed to find there were 178 clergymen and
ministers in the list of shareholders of the Guinness
Company.

Dr. Watson said : “ There were many thoughtful persons
who had ceased to believe in the Christian creed—far more, |
suspect, than many ministers know, and far better people
than they imagine.” Dr. Watson further said: “ Were you
to withdraw from the Christian Church persons who find a
real joy in the study of art and in the collection of books, you
would not very seriously affect either her numbers or her use-
fulness ; but if you withdrew that class of people who are
hostile to art and letters, you might close Christianity as an
organised agency.”

Dr. Steel, of Glasgow, remarking on the serious decrease
in the number of Sunday-school teachers and scholars,
blamed *“the prevailing love of amusement and week-end
travelling.” Rev. John Young said the decrease commenced
five years ago. Lord Provost Chisholm, of Glasgow, said if
the Church was not attracting young men the Church was to
blame.

Mr. Compton Rickett said the change of thought that
had taken place with regard to the ultimate fate of the
heathen had diminished the interest in foreign missions.
People, he said, did not now believe that nations would be
condemned for not believing in a Saviour of whom they had
never heard. How significant is that word now, and how
eloquently it speaks of the way in which Christianity is always
changing its colors.

Rev. F. W. Lester declared that Christianity was winning
its way by its influence in changing the character, thus con-
vincing “ many sceptics ” of its divinity. Mr. Lester did not
say where these “ many sceptics ” were to be found.

Dr. Watson said : “ In a dispute between a capitalist and
his workmen the capitalist had only to ring his bell, and
Christ’s ministers ran like lackeys to vindicate his char-
acter.”

The London Missionary Society reported a financial deficit
of ~26,905. Other organizations seem to have suffered in
proportion. Miss Bragg went to the length of saying that
two-thirds of the church members were indifferent to foreign

missions.

The annual meeting of the famous Religious Tract Society
was a bad failure. According to a religious newspaper
report, the “ empty seats had a very depressing effect on the
speakers,” while the reading of the Society’s report “ had
anything but an exhilarating effect.

At the Sunday School Union meeting the Rev. J. Morgan
Gibbon declared: “ There’s a great deal of Christianity
about, but there’s something the matter with it. It eats a
great deal, and works very little.” We presume this refers to
the gentlemen who live on the subscriptions.

This same Rev. J. Morgan Gibbon was one of the speakers
at the Christian Evidence Society’s meeting, and he was good
enough to say that “ the Society pursued unbelief to its refuge
of lies.” Even this gentleman only assigns one such refuge
to unbelief. We beg to assure him that the Christian Evidence
Society has dozens.

A Dutchman in South Africa—in fact, a Transvaaler—has
lost faith in the Bible. According to the Standard corre-
spondent in Natal, he refused to credit the statement that
the work of translating the Bible from the original Was
largely due to Englishmen. Full of horror, he ran to a
Dutch preacher, and asked if this was true, and, on being
assured that it was so, he vowed it could not be any gcoJ
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if the Englishmen had anything to do with it, and he would
never put faith in it again.

The negro evangelist known to Kansas citizens as “ the
Sin Killer ” is operating in St. Louis. He is a Hercules
in stature, and possesses a powerful voice. On several occa-
sions Vineyard Hall, where he held forth, was the scene of
wild confusion. Repentant sinners lost control of themselves.
Some screamed and tore their hair in their frenzy. Others
crawled to the mourners’ bench, and wildly cried for forgive-
ness of their transgressions. Throughout the evangelist
never lost control of his hearers. He chanted and moaned
until he was hoarse ; he gesticulated like a crazy man, and
stamped his feet as though in a rage ; but he never forgot to
call for funds before pronouncing the benediction. He said
to a reporter of the Kansas City Times: “ | can’t explain how

I get 'em. 1 jes’ talk an’ talk an’ moan an’ moan until | gets
'em coming my way. Then | turns on the steam an’ | shout
hallelujah ' | tell 'em of the big devil with horns that’s

after 'em. Then they howl for mercy an’ crowd to the
mourners’ bench.” That is the Christianity of to-day.—
Truthseeker (New York).

It is wonderful how easily some folks are converted. The
Army Scripture Readers’ Society recently held its annual
meeting. One of the speakers was the Rev. E. J. Kennedy,
who, after complaining of the little recognition by the press
of God’s claim in connection with the campaign in South
Africa, said it was refreshing to find Lord Roberts writing
home and saying “ By the help of God ” he had overcome
the enemy. The speaker then told how the pulpit mention
of that utterance had led an artisan hearer to trust Christ as
his Savior.

Thus, a war dispatch is said to have effected a religious
conversion. But, then, the artisan hearer probably over-
looked the fact that it was the Lord plus Roberts, and that
the teachings of Christ the Savior are opposed to war.
Furthermore, the fact that Roberts was gracious enough to
share the honor with the Christian Deity by no means proved
that the latter had anything to do with the victor)'. Certainly,
the Boers did not think so. As to “ God’s claim,” it does
seem a pity that the press have not given the Deity a look in.

The Christian observes that “ many persons have found in
the Agnosticism of such men as Mr. Herbert Spencer an
immense obstacle to their own belief.” It proceeds to say
that “ a flood of light has just been shed upon this matter by
Mr. Hector Macpherson, who writes an appreciation of Mr.
Spencer—the man and his work. Mr. Macpherson says :
1In conversation | once asked Mr. Spencer if, like George
Eliot, he had first accepted the orthodox creed, then dopbtcd,
and finally rejected it. His reply was that to him it never
appealed. It was not a case of acceptance and rejection : his
mind lay outside of it from the first." The whole secret is
exposed in that last sentence. We know now the exact value
of Mr. Spencer’s criticism of religion.”

This so-called disclosure, which is no disclosure at all, does
not, of course, diminish, but rather increases, the value of Mr.
Spencer’s criticism. For, as an “ outsider” from the first, he
might naturally be expected to view the subject with impar-
tiality. Partizans are proverbially blind. The “whole secret ”
which is exposed is the obtuseness of the Christian, but then
that can hardly be a secret to any intelligent person who picks
that paper up.

According to the Ecole Laigtte, more than 300 French
priests have left the ranks during the last two years. Of
these 125 have, in the first instance, entered the home
founded by M. Bourrier at Sevres, where they have found
repose and opportunity for making a fresh start in life.
Eventually they enter on business, or become artisans, pro-
fessors, doctors, etc. Many have gone back simply to their
native village, and begun again at the plough.

This is very well, supposing they do not associate them-
selves with Protestantism, which is equally a superstition
with Roman Catholicism. It would be rather difficult to
find three hundred Church of England clergymen resigning
their livings and taking to some honest secular calling, how-
ever much they may be convinced by modern criticism that
the doctrines of their Church are untenable.

It is a matter of small moment, but it is amusing to notice
how two religious weeklies—the British [Veehly and the
Christian World—differ in their description of the great
Talmage. The former speaks of his “great height and
stately presence,” the Rev. Mark Guy Pearse, it adds, look-
ing almost small when walking in front of Dr. Talmage.
The Christian World, on the other hand, says Dr. Talmage
is “ somewhat short in build.”

The Rev. H. R. Haweis, incumbent of St. James’s,
Marylebone, tells a number of good stories in the Temple
Magazine about his congregation. Here is one illustrating
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the sycophancy of Church officials to any members of

“ old nobility ” at whose feet they can find a chanceJo gro .j
“There was a certain old Duke who used to sit up in the »
hand gallery with his old Duchess, believing himselt to
incog. One Sunday a too officious steward, on seeing
old nobleman take a back seat, hurried up to him, and sa
‘Will not your Grace have a better seat? ‘Come alo S
Maria ! said the old Duke, ‘ we're discovered 1 a, &)
immediately walked out with the Duchess, and never sho
his face inside my church again.”

Our slavery to words that have become so familiar'* »
lose their meaning, and to phrases which have lapsed 1.
mere jingle, will receive an amusing shock in the Scot
version of the New Testament, which is shortly to beP »
fished by Mr. Gardner, of Paisley. Here is a portion 0 »
Beatitudes in Scotch : “And, seein’ the thrang o’ f-I]
gaed up intil a mountain; and when He was sutten-0 j
His disciples gather’t aboot. And He open’t His mooth,
instructit them ; and quo He : 1Happy the spirits that
and cannie : for the kingdom o’ heeven is waitin’ for th
Happy they that are makin’ their maen : for they s .{";
comfort and peace ! Happy the lowly and meek o’ the)”
for the yirth sal be their ain hadden! Happy they
hunger and drouth are a’ for holiness : for they sal be steg
Happy the pitifu’ : for they sal win pitie theirsels
the pure heartit : for their een sal dwell upon God ! t
the makkers-up o’ strife : for they sal be contit for bait
God I'”

The Bishop of Beverley is disconsolate. He address®
other day a meeting of the York Branch of the
Missionary Society. The population of the world, hc »
was 1,500,000,000. Yet of these not more than 500,°°°'[ed
were Christians. The Mohammedan inhabitants nu
one-seventh of the whole, and a quarter of them were 4
the limits of our own Empire, and though much nlOfefil|y
been done among the Mohammedans than people gene
knew, yet it could not be said that much progress had »
made in the conquest for Christ of the Mohammedan vi°

From these facts, he urged the need for renewed missl
effort. Obviously Christians are more concerned abou
spread of the Gospel than Christ himself seems w
Otherwise he would have taken some less inadequate  f
of enlightening the heathen, who, by the way, are dyirn
year by year in happy ignorance of the plan of salvation-

L‘ H AN

A fine sense of proportion is possessed by the F%ev. Anlfkl
Battersby, who addressed a meeting at Southport ot ¢ (Jat
and lay members of the Church of England. It seel"ter
there is a reduction of two hundred a year in
candidates for ordination. This, said the Rev. Batt ,5
was premonitory of “a spiritual famine that might , @
serious consequences as the physical famine in India- jjOy
the fact that nowadays fewer people care to “ta j«1$
orders ” may eventually be as serious a calamity asthe (s
famine ! Well, well, some folks—especially if they are Pa
—have a mighty fine opinion of their own importance.

The Rev. Battersby, instead of talking such vain n°n gfc-
would have done better to explain why there is such a re ,jni
able falling off in the number of persons desirous of bec jid
priests in the Church of England. It is not that j
less fat liVings now than formerly. May it not be a disiflig$
tion to take service in a Church where hypocrisy
supreme—where, from cowardice, the pulpit is in fa
thought and expression so far behind the pew ?

The extent to which superstition still prevails amond j M
Italian peasantry, and the way in which it is exp*Ql exd
ecclesiastical cunning, may be inferred from what fro%
lately in the neighborhood of Acqui, not a hundred n>" edv
Turin. The Virgin was reported to have appeared rep "0
to a girl in a field in that district. The rumor, 'V fOUE
doubt spread rapidly through the country side, D
multitudes of eager visitors. It is said that they nUn,attcr!
5,000 a day. The authorities have investigated the wa
and have arrived at the conclusion that the girl is sll?@jfi ca
is hysterical, and so has unconsciously become the vie
religious suggestion. o

The Bjshop of Carlisle laments that the °bselb\yl ~
Sunday in his udiocese 1és wdistinctly on the dec -
specially cites cycling trips as one of the forms oj
tion. It is hardly likely, however, that cyclists w* >
sequence ~of the Bishop’s lament, sacrifice their jjjjlit%
‘spin.” They would be great fools if they did. V Jj
would have done well to refrain from saying anything
subject, unless, indeed, he wanted to disgust sensm® 1
But it seems to be the special function of somefatuo |
the Church to make religion as disagreeable as PosS,.;ch at*
that way they render a service to Freethought, for "
are entitled to our politest thanks.
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Tile FREETHINKER is no longer published at 28 Stone-
‘Wher-street, but at 1 Stationers’ Hall Court, Ludgate
Hll>London, E.C., the office of the Freethought Pub-

Company, Limited, where all orders and com-
plications should be addressed.

Mr. Foote’'s Engagements.

‘dristj *JW?e 10>Athenaeum Hall, Tottenham Court-road ; 7.30,
ar lan Missionaries and Christian Rifles in China.”

‘e’ 7and p4>athenamm Hall, London.

To Correspondents.

M-

nCaion LHS B atts’s Lecturin ]
4 ts Jor Mr. Watts should%e sent to him at 24 Carminia-

Nress nam’ If a reply is required, a stamped and
A g g el envelope must be enclosed.

NouV|[j &in— Many thanks. They have proved useful, as

Engagements.—All comrau-

SHdN2-INSON— You will find much of the information you are

€ tdverti Wheeler's Footsteps of the Past, which you will

p rise d onthelast page of the Freethinkerat the reduced

thet v i2S Gur late sub-editor compressed into the pages oi

oour$® mar a multitude of interesting facts, gathered in the

g .U L's wide and careful reading. You can always rely
N

“e acguracy of his_information, whether you agree or
LT_. "the SoUmaness BY HIS bkiSions

K;P il,(l{j eger arrived too late for an answer in our last issue.
Ong ! an answer now by reading our report of the

Pele. y s Rea®®T.—The Gibbon we advertise is quite com-
Elﬁ\t/&tﬁkléneed have no apprehension on that score. The

are jarge royaloctavo; the e_heing so broad
B")Qs_ ~~tingf iad] to Be done Im doifitie oolumms. — Proféssor

nithadifjn, @f Gibbon Is in seven volumes. . Fhe Milman-
lsf | a'hon is in eight, and some previous editions were n.

C"tain'ii.that does not alter the fact that these two volumes
|Iftes. 1 c complete text of Gibbon, with all the Guizot foot-
" iDkar s Virtue's edition, and is well known to booksellers.

»Atthe j” Wishes to know Mr. Neale’s authority for stating

a,ldeansv Cnt J°ws went in for bull worship.  We will let Mr.
H,W&ed iI'r}]I*‘e ﬁ[luostion himself, although it could easily be

' uhout him:

qr cnote your appreciation of the article,
the"ru asks whether he would bedjustifi_ed in saying
abated t,, 1,stians not only supplicated their God, ~but
thfir, Im- Well, it all depends on how you look at the
3@_' *Uhin slart by saying that God is omniscient, and
'jrdica)/.,, 0 things you think he had as well do, you are as
- Ng to RinTasyou-canget Without giving himexpress
doubt the Christian wiould reply that he is only

1

r“ain «= Wants and desires to G6ds attention. Buf,
jOltHer INC° hls theory, God knows them already.
Mt*lare — Sorry to hear of your indisposition. Hope
by™W " ette"

Hilftter, yyI- We cannot undertake to answer such queries
, [ does .y do not know the Ramsgate coroner’s name, but

if \erdi t matfer? It was the Ramsgate jury that brought
&YIRJ H.O"% n:,,ﬁ By the-act of gon Eé)e %ﬂﬂg’*worrg]]an
y*e casy kl led by lightning on the sand™ bcfore we made it

H pghieaasienPrpd fe ol thee Frgsifinker~ Whag,do vaue

IV Weafr/ nds want in the way of evidence. ~ ~ and the
~RBI& U B0 ErR PR D8R A5 Whow dSUBE tpon the

2
Xwggéﬁfe%B’nT%Orry we had not the pleasure of seeinﬂ you
B u”rcethouwt'. Glad to hear you are taking some Shares
M HI-L__Publishing Company.
n w for the cuttings. Your letter
>dmn ofu ’g|o?? 5||68 to stand over till next week
IV cnd 1 Ather n®, IL&”space dema by the Conference

; ; .
Oﬁyf)%}%alrrfrr}%q,tremaﬁatr?( Ss%asrggylover too, including the

; Paragraph.
}gisywhatH— Yes>tllg Freethought Publishing Compa
Rasr ,, ever you order.
s Mr, Jow.A'H' 6d towards the cost of the proposed
pH*«rswl_lah Sy»es to England.

' ERfvi/ P Ur contribution has been handed. to the
ts Pleased to hea ou after your illness.

\ leased
Cnt! L. CO|ML)MN§E]¥%{?1%% aekRoewiedges :—R. Linford,
Su 'S nSs; H F S, £1;C. Shepherd, 2s.; F.

\ K Wea ) )
1Papers. are much obliged to you for bending us
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Papers Received.—Glasgow Herald—Two Worlds—Our Fellow
Creatures—Yarmouth Mercury—New York World—Islington
Gazette—Paisley Express—Boston Investigator—The Ethical
World—Newcastle Weekly Chronicle.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by
marking the passages to which they wish us to call attention.
Lecture Notices must reach 1 Stationers’ Hall Court, Ludgate
Hill, E.C., by first post Tuesday, or they will not be inserted.

T he National Secular Society's office isati Stalioners’ Hall Court,
Ludgate Hill, E.C., where all letters should be addressed to
Miss Vance.

Letters for the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to
1 Stationers’ Hall Court, Ludgate Hill, E.C.

Orders for literature should be sent to the Freethought Pub-
I|i_?_r|1|in% CCompany, Limited, 1 Stationers’ Hall Court, Ludgate

ill, E.C.

The Freethinker will be forwarded direct from the publishing
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid :—One year,
10s. 6d.; halfyear, 5s. 3d.; three months, 2s. 8d.

Scale of Advertisements:—Thirty words, is. 6d.; every suc-
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:—One inch,
4s. 6d.; half column, ~1 2s. 6d.; column, £2 5s. Special terms
for repetitions.

Sugar Plums.

Mr. Foote is lecturing at the Athenteum Hall during the
remaining Sundays in the present month. His subject this
evening (June 10) will be “ Christian Missionaries and Chris-
tian Rifles in China.” This is a subject of quite up-to-date
interest, and should attract Christians as well as Freethinkers.

The National Secular Society’s Annual Conference was a
most successful gathering, and the public meeting at the
Queen’s Hall might almost be called perfect. All the
speakers were in first-rate form, and the interest of the
crowded audience was sustained unflaggingly to the very end.
Whit-Monday’s weather was all that could be desired, and
the provincial delegates and visitors had a good time from
morn till night. We understand that they have all returned
home with pleasant memories of the last N. S. S. Conference of
the nineteenth century.

A great deal of hard work devolved upon Miss Vance, the
N. S. S. secretary, who was unfortunately overweighted at the
same time with serious indisposition, which she struggled
against bravely and successfully. She had ready and capable
assistants in Messrs. Bater, Quay, Leat, and Samuels—the
Reception Committee. Mr. T. Shore was also a great help.
Mr. D. Frankel, Mr. and Mrs. Henderson, Mr. and Mrs.
Caisey, and others, rendered valuable assistance. Mr. W.
lleaford was very helpful during the Whit-Monday drive in
pointing out and “ illustrating ” the various objects and places
of interest that were passed en route.

Mr. Foote was with the excursion party on Monday till
nearly 5 o’clock, when he had to go home and get to work
on the Freethinker. Two of his daughters remained with the
party in charge of the secretary. Mrs. Foote was present
at the morning session of the Conference and at the evening
public meeting. Mrs. Watts and her sister, Miss Nowlan,
were also present. Mrs. Cohen was detained at home by the
approach of an interesting event in the family history. Miss
Emma Bradlaugh, the late Charles Bradlaugh’s sister,
attended both the Conference and the Queen’s Hall meeting,
and has since written to Miss Vance to say how much pleasure
she experienced. .

The veteran Mr. J. Umpleby, of Blackburn, was present
at all the Conference meetings, and with the excursion party
on Monday until 5 o’clock, when he went to his hotel to
prepare for starting by the 7 o’clock train for home. Con-
sidering his great age—eighty-six—he shows a w'onderful
example to many of the younger “ saints.”

We should have been glad to see delegates from Glasgow.
Couldn’t the Branch there find a delegate who could spare
the time for a trip to London ? Mr. Dewar was to have come
from Edinburgh, but did not put in an appearance. Mr.
Maclean came all the way from Dundee. Mr. Chapman, of
South Shields, brought his two brothers with him. The
South Wales “ saints” were in strong force. They say there
is going to be a big propaganda of Freethought in their
district. The Derby delegate is a veteran Radical fighter,
and his effort on Sunday morning lent a little excitement to
the Conference. We were sorry to miss the familiar figure
of Mr. Ridgway, of Birmingham, though the Branch was
well represented by other delegates. Newark contributed
visitors in Mr. and Mrs. Mumby, and there were some
Northampton Freethinkers at the back of the hall. Mr.
Sunderland, of Bradford, kept things lively as usual in his
immediate vicinity. Mr. and Mrs. Gott also came from
Bradford, with Mr. Barnard. But here we must pause, or
we shall be making up a second list of persons present.
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Mr. J. Partridge, of Birmingham, could not get up to
London in time for the Conference, but he arrived in time for
the Monday’s outing. Mr. Partridge richly deserves this para-
graph all to himself. He is one of the best and most devoted,
a? he is one of the quietest, workers for Freethought on this
planet.

Since our Conference report was in type we are informed
that at the Athenaesum Hall, on Monday evening, after the
return of the excursionists there, a vote of thanks to the
Executive was moved by Mr. C. Pegg, of Manchester, for
the “ very generous hospitality the provincials had received.”
This was seconded by Mr. Sunderland, and supported by Mr.
Percy Ward. In the absence of Mr. Foote, who was engaged
elsewhere, the vote of thanks was acknowledged by Mr.
Watts, who said he was quite sure that the members of the
Executive would all be delighted to know that their poor
efforts, which were after all only their plain duty, had met
with so much appreciation.

The Chatham Observer gives a good report of the prize
distribution at the Secular Sunday School, New Brompton.
It notices the “ crowded attendance ” and the “ much appre-
ciated ” program. .

Mr. Stanley Jones, who is now residing again in Liverpool,
occupies the local Branch’s platform this evening (June io).
There is no charge for admission, but a silver collection will
be taken at the door. After the lecture a committee meeting
will be held to arrange for the annual picnic.

The Bethnal Green Branch starts an evening meeting in
Victoria Park to-day (June io). Mr. Heaford, who lectures
at 3.15 near the fountain, will lecture there again at 6.15. As
this is an experiment, the local “ saints ” should attend and
support the lecturer.

In view of the London School Board elections, which take
place in November of the present year, the MoralTnstruction
League has printed a new form of Petition for the signature
of parents whose children attend the Board schools, praying
that “ facilities may be granted to our children to receive, in
place of the present Bible lessons, instruction in personal and
civic duties from Board school teachers who have prepared
lessons for the purpose.” Copies of the Petition can be
obtained from the League Secretary, Mr. C. E. Hooper,
Surrey House, Victoria Embankment, London, W.C.

The Programme, a well got-up weekly paper devoted to
London theatrical matters, isi a curious organ in which to
find a long and highly flattering account of Mr. Foote’s
appearance at the Athenaeum Hall. “ How | Spent a Recent
Sunday Evening ” is the title of the article, with the signa-
ture of“ L. C.,” whoever that maybe. It fills six columns,
and is vividly written. The physical, mental, and moral
description of the lecturer is almost too flattering for reproduc-
tion in the Freethinker. Those who want to read it must please
invest a penny in the Programme itself, dated June 2. There
is a pretty reference to Mrs. Foote and her youngest child,
who occupied front seats at the lecture. After paying Mr.
Foote some very handsome compliments as a speaker, the
writer of the article expresses wonder at his lecturing in so
small a place as the Athenaeum. *“ Knowing,” the writer
says, “the class of people who composed the late Colonel
Ingersoll’'s audiences, the beautiful houses (theatres and
halls) in which he lectured, the great numbers of people that
were wont to assemble to hear him, I sat in wonderment
that this man, upon whose shoulders the mantle of Colonel
Ingersoll would have surely fallen—rather, would have been
proudly placed there—had it so happened that he was an
American, and then to find him in this tiny hall, that would
not hold a tenth of the people always ‘turned away’ when
Ingersoll lectured.” We may add that the writer is an
American who knew Colonel Ingersoll personally.

Several applications have been received by the Secretary for
Shares in the Freethought Publishing Company, Limited,
since our last appeal. Of course the holiday time is not a
very favorable one for this object, but now that Whitsun-
tide is drawing to a close we venture to press the matter again
upon the attention of all our readers. We want the Company
to be a grand success, as we have no hesitation in saying it
ought to be. The Shares are only £1 each, payable at easy
intervals ; 2s. 6d. per Share on application, 5s. per Share on
allotment, and 6s. 6d. and 6s. per Share on the first day of
October and the first day of January. He must be a very
poor Freethinker who cannot take up one Share, and we
know there are hundreds who can take more than one, with-
out ever missing the money they invest ; which, however,
will not be exactly sunk, for there is no reason why the Com-
pany should not return a fair dividend on its paid-up Capital.
The great thing now is to move quickly. We appeal to the
friends of Freethought all over the country to bestir them-
selves at once, if they have not already done so, on behalf of
this promising enterprise.
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National Secular Society.

REPORT OF ANNUAL CONFERENCE.

( Concluded from page 358") <ji
Mr. G. J. Warren moved the adoption of the report,w e
was seconded by Mr. Sundertand (Bradford), and u
mously carried. hidi
The President then submitted the financial report, *
was adopted on the motion of Mr. Chapman (South Slue
seconded by Mr. Cilogg (Bethnal Green).

Election of President.

The President vacated the chair, which was taken h'
W atts. iy
Mr. Bater, on behalf of the Finsbury Branch, m°\C
re-election of Mr. Foote as president. . ffiam

Mr. Percy Ward said he was requested by the Qirininisdle
Branch to second that resolution. He wished that e
older member of that Branch, Mr. Ridgway for exa| dlll
could have been present to undertake so importan ™
pleasant a duty. Anyhow, it was perfectly clear tha 1
had in Mr. Foote an eloquent speaker, a forcible writer, a,
looking at the formation of the Secular Society, Linl't L,
admirable organiser—one who never shrank from da &
and had always been a good fighter. (Loud applause.”

Mr. Watts : | don’t anticipate that anyone else " u
nominated. Still, it is my duty to give an opportune d
that to be done. It is unnecessary for anyone tO sPetiemi
behalf of Mr. Foote. His life and works speak f°r
selves. | have great pleasure in putting the motion.

The resolution was then carried with acclamation. jai%

Mr. Foote, in retaking the chair amidst further apP td
said : It is now full ten years since this Society firsten N«
this honor to me. As a matter of chronology!
election took place at a special meeting of members
by our late and yet, in one sense, ever present *(ccldie
(Applause.) That meeting took place at the Hall o
in February, 1890. At the annual Conference that
was confirmed, and every year since it has been recon s
Ten years make a very good slice out of any man’s bl0.a b
president’s hammer was handed to me by Mr. Bra porl
(Applause.) It is not very valuable from an intrinsil
of view, but I regard it as of the utmost value from aiid
point of view. bears the names of Richard Carl™ fr
James Watson— (applause)—both heroes in the strug«
freedom in this country. (Applause.) On another =
silver at the top of the handle appears the name of i
Bradlaugh, President. | was told that | ought to n \31#
my name put somewhere on it—(hear, hear)— but >"
feel in any hurry to do that. But now that ten yealier d!
rolled round, 1 do not think it would be altogjg”j (i
immodest act if | had it put there. (Applause.) JIrJCrcA
this hammer will be handed down and treasured by t i
president. We none of us know what even a year"M& ﬁﬂ
forth, but | trust that, as | received this hammer D
who wielded it not only with power, but with entik3@ e3r
himself and the cause, | may pass it on to my slljlfdx*
however soon or late the event may take place 'v

jf

stain. (Loud applause.)
Election of Vice-Presidents.
The President formally moved the re-electionofl’ f.”
ing Vice-Presidents, nominated by the Executive , Qabf!
Allinson, George Anderson, E. Bater, Annie Brown, rfliGt

W. W. Collins, J. F. Dewar, R. Forder, J. Grange, L u

S. Hartmann, W. Heaford, A. B. Moss, James Nea ' g.'

Roger, J. Partridge, S. M. Peacock, C. Pegg, W. \['V $\C

Quay, J. H. Ridgway, T. Robertson, F. Schaller, rjv) £*

W. H. Spivey, Joseph Symes, T. Thurlow, J. Umple - .

Vance, G. J. Warren, Charles Watts. tte"SP
Mrs. Pegg (Manchester) inquired as to the noli'a

at meetings of two of the Vice-Presidents

having been given, Mr. Quinton (Bethnal Green]

the list, which was adopted. ) j b/A
Mr. Percy Ward said he had been instruct ~ti
Birmingham Branch to move the addition to that  sec°fri

member, Mr. W. H. Wood. Mr. Pitt (Birmingham;
that proposition. The President and Mr. Watts L ]Jd°M
highly of the services of Mr. Wood, whom they ’
for a very long time. Mr. Wood was then u
elected. T
Fraternal Greetings from Sweden-
The President said it would make a conv
this point if he were to read a letter he had ® ISAR r
Sweden. This letter from Captain Otto |!
Stockholm, congratulated Mr. Foote on his 'v° | T)\&@uty
thought, praised the Freethinker highly, and ¢ ijP
official resolution of sympathy from the Swet*l
League to the N.S.S. Conference. . be
Mr. A. B. Moss thought that some replxnst’h%qiett)tee{ﬁ M
(}it>

«fit
. fea>

reciprocd’tuiﬁ-g' the kindly feelings expresse

Thie President cordially concurred, and sa
undertake to communicate with the writer a
Liberty League.

The Honorary Secretaryship-

Gorniot moved the resolution, arrive

nd

A‘ﬁ_R

Mr.
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.j”™ ve, that the Honorary Secretaryship of the Society be
Th it Mr. Pegg (Manchester) seconded.

°bsp° J.resiiyemt saith he would have liked to hear amy
preeWt'i>S N r' P°rder had to offer, but as he was not then
Carried t”ere was no alternative but to put the proposition.

Tu

as{jg *Resident moved the re-election of Mr. S. Hartmann

lilr_j.liQrary Treasurer, expressing his greatest confidence if
jjr ytmann’s sagamty and zeal.

hgj fo VICTOR P ° GERseconded, observing that Mr. Hartmann

adtl/ m years been a member of the Camberwell Branch,

(i(tar ) USassociation with it had been most highly esteemed.

Honorary Treasurer.

shoned K&Gsa.'d they all knew that Mr. Hartmann not only

gerem caPac*fy for receiving money, but also a great and
Tne°U3 caPa?ity f°r contributing it himself. (Applause.)

so uthon belng carrie Wlth acclan]iatlon Mr,

t|,,,,, 1.. -J

b &mf&g% for the honor.  “1 have,” he said, “ one point
ne " and that is | should have liked you to assist
(%IjﬁPending more money for the benefit of the cause.”

er and applause.)

" Election of Auditors.

the 5L T hompson (Chatham) was re-elected auditor on
promo-,!10" °f Mr. Bater, seconded by Mr. Pegg. On the
Thoma ¢? °f Air. Bater, seconded by Mr. Moss, Mr.
1 s ohore was also elected auditor.

1, ~ T he Secular Society, Limited.

S jai Resident then made a statement in regard to the
desoco «Cet™ Limited. He said : This is a matter which
fie iastJP"RI the attention of the Conference informally for
tre foiinJO Zears, and now the Executive itself has placed
Society i !'nk rPotion upon the agenda:—" That the Secular
L'reethinj Ini'ted, be strongly commended to the support of
'?2gacies  jSas a s°und and secure instrument for realising
ti°rs, fOa , bequests, as well as receiving and holding dona-
andthatV 16 Propagation and maintenance of Secularism;
tlif,s i t<reethinkers be earnestly invited to become members
1thew c?rP°ration, and to remember its claims, if possible,

rcackrs Or , 7 My own statement will be very brlef because
11101( 110 —which it is reasonable to suppose
eePrin ' ifresei't arc—will be ﬁretty well acquainted with

Isthe facts of the case. e Secular Society, Limited,
M\Verrienf ins’rument for giving security to the Freethought
tre and < Or *ke possession, the receiving, and the expendi-
%me o Investment of funds. Nebady outside a lunatic

n®UY Por a moment throw any sort of doubt or
‘E‘Fe ar,, uP°n the utility of such an ‘Incorporation ; but

oth, € Ahany wWaye of hinting dislike, an@l one of them is
u°ubt and suspicion upon the safety of such
"Ply th' °n* What | have to say upon that matter

’u;tprefalS- an”™ f don’t know that | can do better than
acc Or c®k with a very small anecdote. A Scotsn
fr"PrletorSIJ.l" a freld that did not belong to him, and the
"as rle* kim in the middle, and asked him where
t ,ughter’?ln"‘ The Scotsman replied, “Bock again!”
e’sstonn That is all’anybody has to do—to go on until
toi ' M ISquite time to talk about what you are
le Seeui ° 'Y.ken you are pulled up. As a matter of fact,
TiSsession . Oclety> Limited, holds the field. Itis in legal
g 'e critic’ and Possession is at least nine points of the law.
iINdinv- this.Society say that it cannot possibly serve
' ®eSacipde’v,r They inculge i ciiticisay and we receive

t(?\/eJecuCE‘ (Laughter and applause.) Well, I think we
hSetala y*kebestof the bargain. Itis extremely difficult
you have paid it over. (A laugh.)

a aWIIfuj 1"Is criticism is founded upon either an ignorant
L; elecm:o’nisconception. There is no possible way by which
">'ted - could withhold a bequest to the Secular Society,

e "ns of flISexecut°r he is bound in law to fulfil the con-
PeOse™ f  w*ll.  If he were foolish enough at his own
a~® toaV”6 costs would not be allowed out of the estate
|nquest t) °Hrt>and raise an objection to the payment of
0" Whia}l.l®XNges would tell him that that was a point
Treety exist Ule7 kad no concern in that connection. This
ali° Colt, s with all the rights of an Incorporated Society,
tir"Oew -,.-d not go behind the registration. There is
asﬁhl(ut ik Lol which, 7t s possible to ga behing the registra-
°e"eficia llnot; ke done by an executor as an executor or

por. aPf>eal Ok’ a,Kj it is in this way. ARy citizen could go
Keji°e bogy 'kR4dligh Court to cancel a charter of an incor-
~Couipe,, Whiether it happens to be a Bottomnlcy or a
thé°es n°t jn |JI\orias some critics call it, 4 FQLLE Coiopany,
Irl the least matter ; the Iaw Iplies Ahg,samegal

r2und’ . AnJ that is -L oJrfectIyWhlmsmaI

. And if itwere upset—whlch i P 7~ limits of the

t, Memorandum is absolutely ~ Tnf the funds of the

Soaf)ll cPOt affe%t one. kaIfPenI" ,nlbcr. of the omeg
e| Acc°rding to the Articles, no n niembersliip 1
receive any sort of profit from *nem ~ funas

le is a', of dividend or bonus or app hing of the

sc %&mqux the Arficles from"gging sn,gtmv@ ui me

CGerdintr ne Ne°ciety were wound up at any time, its
tO the Articles, must be handed over and
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distributed among kindred societies or perfectly unsectarian
charities. So that the funds would still be at the disposition,
by vote, of the members of the Society. The Executive of
the N. S. S.—which, as you will see by the report and the
financial statement, has received £()0 by way of grants from
the Secular Society, Limited, during the past year—is quite
convinced, at least, of the solid reality of the ~90— (laughter
and applause)—and hopes to meet with more solid realities in
the shape of similar grants in the future. (Applause.)

Mr. Hartmann moved the resolution of the Executive.
After referring to his own scheme for the benefit of the
N. S. S., which he did his best to make a success, he said
they all ought to be grateful to their President for giving
them the means of upholding their Society, and doing the
work they were established for. (Applause.) That scheme
was the corner-stone of their existence. (Hear, hear.)

Mr. W atts seconded the resolution, remarking that, from
his first knowledge of the details of the proposal, he deemed
it one of the best strokes of policy that had ever been per-
formed in aid of the Society. It was on a thoroughly legal
basis, and it had for its object that which they all desired—
namely, the extended propaganda of their principles. Sup-
posing Mr. Foote had done nothing else in his life—a great
supposition—the conception, inauguration, and the consolida-
tion of this one scheme would entitle him to their heartiest
thanks and support. (Loud applause.)

Mr. Pegg said the Manchester Branch had suffered con-
siderable loss from the want of an instrument like this. He
regarded it as one of the greatest things that had ever been
done for Secular organisation. It placed them on a level
with religious bodies, and gave them rights which were not
previously possessed. (Applause.)

The President : With just twmo exceptions, all the twelve
members of the Board of Directors of the Secular Society,
Limited, are members of the Executive of the National
Secular Society. That being so, the interests of the N. S. S.
are not likely to be overlooked. We have received intimation
oftwo legacies in consequence of death. One legacy was from
Mr. Lawson, of Aberdeen, who left the Society /jioo contin-
gently, and the other was from Mr. W. J. Birch, of Liverpool,
which realised about £800. Both gentlemen were members
of the Secular Society, Limited. No sort of objection was
raised to the paying over of that amount—not even a shadow
of objection. It went through in precisely the same business
way In which a bequest of any testator would go through. |
may add that | know some dozen, at least, who have mentioned
the Society in their wills for sums ranging from ~100 up to
~2,000. In the course of time, as all men arc mortal— not
that one wants to hasten anybody’s death —but in consequence
of our common mortality, the Society is bound to get a fairly
regular stream of legacies and bequests. This is nota scheme
merely to secure one legacy. It is to secure bequests from
members of the party all over the country”. One or two
members have taken this step : they have insured their lives,
or effected an increased insurance, and left the amount, or
some portion of it, by will to the Society”. Many" people
cannot give a lump sum during their lives, but in this way
they can do something at their deaths. (Hear, hear.)

Mr. Chapman (South Shields) mentioned that Mr. Birch
was a member of the South Shields Society.

The President remarked that Mr. Birch, before he made
his last will, had made a previous will, and told him (Mr.
Foote) that he had left him *500 and Mr. Watts (£500. But
after the formation of the Secular Society, Limited, he saw
his way to leave it openly and securely”, and he left what lie
calculated would be about ”ji,000, the residue of his estate,
to the Society. The President added : “ I don't know
whether it may be considered that anybody has lost in the
transaction ; certainly the Society has gained.”

The resolution was then carried.

T ribute to Ingersoll.

On the motion of the President, seconded by Mr. Moss,
the following resolution was carried : “ That this Conference,
being the first assembled since the death of Colonel Ingersoll,
desires to place on record its intense admiration of his genius
and character, and its recognition of the immense service
his life and eloguence rendered to the Freethought caus™
throughout the civilised world ; and that a copy of this
resolution be forwarded to Mrs. Ingersoll and the Free-
thought press in America.”

T he Society and the War.

Mr. H. McGuinness (Derby) rose to move the following
resolution : “ That, as a state of war unhappily exists between
Great Britain and the South African Republics, this Confer-
ence deplores that the points of difference between the
belligerents were not submitted to arbitration.” He said
that this was not the resolution of which the Derby Branch
had given notice. Their resolution condemned the war as
unjustifiable. (Hear, hear, and “ No politics.”) They believed
that this war could have been avoided. As to the cry of “ No
politics,” this verylresolution, as amended by the Executive,
distinctly trenched on politics. At the request of the Derby
Branch, he should move the original resolution-----

The President : Wait a moment. A motion was sent up
by the Derby Branch. That motion, like every other, was
laid before the Executive. It is not open for any Branch or
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any member to send anything he pleases, of any character,
on any subject, for the agenda of the Society’s Conference.
There must be some sort of supervision, and the practice has
been all along for these notices of motion to go before the
Executive. Now, this motion of the Derby Branch came
before the Executive, and the Executive decided that the
resolution, as it stood, was a purely political resolution, which
did not come within the scope of this Society’s program. It
was not a question whether the motion was one that could
be supported. | suppose that, if a vote had been taken on
the Executive on that resolution, it would have been carried.
But they had to consider whether a resolution of that
character came within the special object of the Society.
If moved at a Liberal, Radical, or Socialist Conference,
it would be in perfect order, because they are organised
on a political basis. We are organised on a Freethought
basis. We only touch political questions when they happen
to be of such a character that they affect Freethought
and cannot be considered to be solely within the range of
party politics. | am bound to say that, as President of this
Society, re-elected this morning, it would be for me an utter
impossibility to retain my' position on the Executive of a
Society which is organised for one object, and yet is bound
to consider proposals relating to entirely outside objects.
Every time we took a division on these outside objects we
should be multiplying the means of splitting up the Society.
(Hear, hear.) | do not see why we should present the
spectacle of floating about in the wake of the monstrous
argosies of the great political bodies of the country.
(Applause.) | don’t propose to ask the Conference to dis-
cuss South Africa or to discuss my political views. | have a
right to call upon the Society to confine itself to its own work.
I will be no party to the discussion of mere politics inside the
N. S. S. We have our program, and there is in it an article
relating to arbitration. Very well ; if anybody likes to move
a resolution about arbitration within the limits of our program,
neither Executive nor individual officer could honestly or even
sensibly offer any objection. And | do most sincerely ask this
Conference of the N. S. S. to confine itself to its proper busi-
ness, and not to bring in gratuitous causes of discord. (Hear,
hear.) There are quite enough causes of discord—at any
rate, we have had enough in past years ; indeed, a great
deal too many. Every member of this Society can belong
to a Conservative Club, a Liberal Club, a Radical Club, a
Socialistic Club. We raise no objection, and we place no
sort of obligation on our members in relation to outside
questions ; and, doing that, we have a right to ask those
inside to confine themselves to their proper work and pursue
their proper purposes. (Applause.)

Mr. McGuinness : It would have been better if they had
rejected the resolution altogether.

The President : The Executive put on the Agenda all of
your resolution which could be brought within the scope of
the Society’s objects. We did the clerical work for you ;
there was not much time to do anything else.

Mr. McGuinness then said he would accept the resolution
as amended, and would move it.

Mr. Sims (West Ham) seconded. He said there was no
doubt that the original resolution from Derby was based
upon a belief that the great majority, at any rate, of the
Freethinkers of this Society and of the country were perfectly
opposed to this disgraceful war in South Africa, and-----

A Delegate : We are discussing the war now.
hear.)

Mr. Sims said he would not tread too far on the ground
that seemed barred to him. He was proceeding to speak of
the disgraceful attack on the liberties of the two Republics,
when the President said it was perfectly clear that, if they
were going to have a discussion on South Africa, the Con-
ference had better resolve to sit until that day week. (Hear,
hear, and laughter.) The newspapers and public meetings
had been fully discussing it, and it did seem a pity that the
members of this Society, when they met on one day in the
year, should devote a lot of time to such an entirely extraneous
subject. Vegetarian members might just as well raise a dis-
cussion on vegetarianism.

At this point the meeting became somewhat excited, five or
Nix members rising simultaneously to speak.

Mr. F. A. Davies (Camberwell) said a meeting of members
had been held in his district, and they had all come to the
conclusion that they would support the very strongest resolu-
tion condemning the war that could be put before the
meeting. He protested that the condemnation of the war
WFa]s not a mere party political question, and was proceeding
when-----

The President said : \ ou are discussing the very thing
ruled out.

Mr. Davies : Can | move an amendment that this Confer-
ence, believing that the war has been brought about by
defective diplomacy-----

The President : You must put down a motion altering
the scope of the Society’s work. To spring additions to the
Society’s program in this haphazard fashion is not conducive
to the Society’s welfare, nor does it add to its dignity and
respect. (Applause and Oh, Oh !

Mr. Victor Roger : | never yet at any public meeting
heard a chairman give such a ruling as this. | think that
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Mr. Davies should be heard.
being |nterrupted in this way.
A Delegate : | say that if we introduce political questm
at this Conference we shall create considerable disturbance

| strongly protest against 1

(No, no, and Yes, yes.) n
The President : | will ask all to take their scats. Jaf_
going to adhere to constitutional grounds. | am notdl- ,

man of a public meeting, | am President of the N. S. S., a
I say | am bound to keep the deliberations and the votes
this Conference, not within the limits of its desires, j
within the limits of its work as set forth in its program-"~
reserve my right to reject motions and amendments that
outside the scope of the Society’s printed program.

Mr. Davies : | claim the right to continue what | "
saying----- N

The President : | am now going—(cries of Chair, cn' r.
Order, order)—1 am now going, as | threw out an opF),
tunity that has not been accepted— (disturbance)—to adj°
this session. (Cheers and cries of dissent.)

Mr. Davies : | strongly protest----- (Chair, chair.) 4

The President : If anyone does not obey the chair, 1
order his removal.

A Voice : He is not a delegate.

Mr. Davies : | am a member. i

At this point it was discovered that the time foea
closing the morning session had arrived. Accordlngly
Conference adjourned, the visitors and a large nun. jrcid
London and suburban friends dining at the Bedford t
Hotel, Tottenham Court-road.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

On the resumption of the business, Mr. Bater movei}txﬁ
the resolution they had been discussing be at once pun
Pegg seconded that proposition, and it was carried’
resolution was then voted upon and carried without diss

Secular Education.

Mr. Coiien moved the following amended resolution
“That this Conference urges upon all its members to
that lies in their power to secure pledges in favor ot
Secular Education from such candidates as rece
support, and instructs the Executive to take all possf B‘Sm‘]
by means of the distribution of literature and other«lyefy
educate the electorate on this all-important question.
briefly Mr. Cohen pointed out the present unsatisfactory e
of public education, the practical failure of the Cons
Clause, and said that, under existing arrangements, f
utmost a man could hope for was that he need not par_ fa-
a part of the entertainment he was compelled to PV.1'
Dependence upon any of the religious sects was futile- /idr
religious body was engaged in playing its own hand.

card was to keep some religion in the public schools- €)

sole consideration should be to get it out. (ApP

Nothing less should satisfy us. (Applause.) in
Mr. Warren seconded the resolution, and said M} ©

London it was a question whether they would notdo" i
support Socialist candidates if they found it difficult to
Secular candidate of their own. j AE
Mr. Leggatt (West Ham), Mr. Percy Wa r iv tilin”1
Hartmann took part in the discussion. Mr.
thought it highly desirable to secure one or more rin”®
candidates. They could not do better than spend the*
in supporting such candidates. epe!
Miss Goyne (Birmingham), in an extremely neat .Ltff5"
gave the Conference the bene it of her experienceas a
of a Board school. Psychologically, she said, it was a 1 liltf
to thrust abstract questions on young children. R\
feeding a baby on beef-steak. (Laughter and applaU |6 |r1]
Mr. Greevz Fisher said that on three occasion® cOW'
been a candidate for the Leeds School Board. I* .atir
be assured of the support of this Executive, he n &
again.
The resolution was then carried.

Fusion of the N. S.S. and the S. S. L- ttbe

Mr. Watts moved: “That, in view of the foct. *jly
objects of the Secular Somety, Limited, are practa- 1jj by
same as those of the National Secular Society, '¢(vi&
advisable to elicit the opinion of the partyastoth ~ 5 |
bility, or otherwise, of transferring the functions o f1'@Qter s*,

to the Incorporated Society, in order to secure gre' |t (1j
plicity and unity of operations.” He said lie_bro tg|ia
proposition forward tentatively and to elicit opinion. toj

been asked to do so by several friends; and in ratOl.efe
suggestion that had been made, he wished to say fil 7ad 15
those friends was not Mr. Foote. The two Societyr . ef'Vi$
same objects, but one was Incorporated and the N
not. The N. S. S., of which he had been a mernbe J
inception, had the advantage of old associations, ‘ piot®
done splendid work in the past, and was capable of s -t W0a (
but it was a question open to consideration whetn® gecw,
not be better if it were amalgamated with th j[ioif
Society, Limited, which had all the benefits of a j
rated Society. . NGt
Mr. Sunderland seconded, in order to give tne

chance,
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M p IURLOvV moved the next business,
to ' VpRNtor thought that the S. S. L. was simply formed

MrV' awicel the N.S. S. coach.
ten EloﬁPMN\l was instructed by South Shields to oppose

titouMIVe,Gu, NNESS 'vas *n tavor of fusion, and Mr. Leggatt
Ponti'Ctlat  the two Societies were kept apart one would
Thl pDther UP- .
tosav,| esident : Mr. Watts says that someone had written
n°S Rt Mr. Foote had probably put him up to this pro-

Mieii \t |”ever wrote that knows very little of Mr. Foote.
Mvav  , Poote wants anything done in the Society you can
the Gth uP°n ‘t that Mr. Foote will say so himself. On
tillsre’eii . nd>1 confess | have no particular feeling about

outetS 1011 poo way or another. The view | took at the
Jeniy and which 1 put as some people said, especially the
after ", m veT reprehensible language—was : If it be asked,
tre\ o |stablisnment of the S. S. L., what is to become of
Wssqu 1, \reply, I don't know and | don’tcare. That
S'ted ° . °f course, without the context, and | was repre-
MS § as, saying that | did not care what became of the
e  ~don't care, supposing that, in the course of time,
d, . . was by the process of natural selection absorbed
Wth mdmi ated by another body which could do its work
°rgani P°"er and efficiency. My only desire is to see the
tonditif, IOP maintained and carried on. In the present
coulj h? 0L things, 1don’t see how the work of the N. S. S.
"it'lnici Vansferred. It has Branches all over the country,
caption . bers " ho come and go and pay small sums as sub-
R tos' The S. S. L. has a higher subscription, specially
nDral  KeeP out mushroom enthusiasts, and to ensure the
best (ij.011.ence of those who may leave it Bequests. The
(hear kK'nt\'s to leave the question to time and occasion-
Ct])tpf 1 and the inevitable course of selection, | have
wan!,! Pre?‘dency of the N. S. S. this morning, and |
.M r.” to see it die this year. (Laughter.)
9Dy t-,,_ TOR Roger did not see how the S. S. L. could pos-
on the work of the.N. S. S., and if the latter were
Mr something similar would probably take its place,
tre ,, Moss said the N. S. S. had been extremely useful in
There !” and they did not want to curtail its usefulness.
Mr uas need for both Societies,
m',,).;LtEAFOR_n thought a small Committee on the subject
r ' he aPpOinted. ..
rf(her .tman'n had come to the conclusion that it would
The a "'(se thing to abolish the N. S. S.
motion was put to the vote and negatived.

. Mr. Joseph Symes.
piowi PRE’SIDEN’T_ moved, and Mr. Bater Seconded, the
&S resolutigny winich was carried :—# Thatnthis~Gon-
W:A&(i to rets to learn that Mr. jmseph Symes has Been
" that tIf°P°ne hls intended visit to England indefinitely,
-lodlitai”g, . xecutive be authorised to raise a §pecial Fund
rian ¢, s.v's®tin case of his being able to surmount the
Ajstraiiaca dlhiculties in theway of his temporarily leaving

ab’x MméJrse of the discussion many kind things were said
* bymes.
b P rEETHOUGHT LITERATURE
N utyS% govec, and Mr. LecGaTT seconded, the following
), VB Migs carried - “ That N. S. S. Branches be
Ufi|Parcha.se, as far as funds will allow, all the standard
"fllg Works as they are published, with a view to
laiLe nuc'eus of a good Library, or adding to the use-
iit'&! BL' I[g Libraries.” __ )
.lbgrdaturé"fr(:asa n the desirability of presenting Freethought
1Tty Mr e Public Libraries and Newsrooms was empha-
SSdi .. T°’R Roger pointing out what had been done
Z ecti°n in ...
ki?Ge>HYIUOY '11 Mr. Percy Ward, seconded by Mr.
toi the somtion was passed authorising the Executive to
Tk-held °fspeakers at a Freethought Demonstration
“'s conrl , rrningham on October 2T
the blisinmess of thie Conference.

jtitthe THE evening meeting.
tie. r t° te;l ;,0%¢ °t the Conference about seventy friends sat
Placed Walnk ,! Athenaeum Hall. In the evening a public
This , d 'n the Queen’s (Minor) Hall, Langham-
b ... bandsome, commodious, and beautifully-
"M Wwas crowded. Prior to the speech-making
*W ."Was enr hICh inelijclecl a considerable number of
i-O4, trs prol- "Htnined by a musical program. Madame
Hic,and ably at the fine piano, and Madame
Irly on -ISS Jennie Atkinson sang some lovely songs
I"cited Voices eaPtured all present. Their noble and highly-
fP°a,, reiHend X UIs'te phrasing, and sympathetic renderin
I°ru 'be piatp °Usenthusiasm. At 7.30 the speakers appeare
btrog, eU Ojthni-'cd by Mr. Foote, and this was the signal
-hiit ,,/flion, Jyjrr.st  applause. After the chairman’s brief
highiv '" “ « Mass led off with werful little speech
tp. -»i, aht'F, éBH’@Eins@G Rc. €. CoRen followed in his
Mg, Mr. C ha,s telling points were heartily cheered. Then

1Creatod' r 65"~ atts with one of his rousing speeches,
a strong impression on the meeting. This was
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followed by a brief interval, during which ladies went round
taking up the collection. The' next speaker was Mr. Percy
Ward, of Birmingham, who was warmly applauded. Mr.
Foote then delivered his speech, provoking much laughter
and more cheers. Mr. W. Heaford gave a bright, brief
address, and was followed by Miss Goyne, of Birmingham,
who was also bright and brief, and was very cordially
welcomed as the only lady speaker of the evening. The
meeting closed with the President’s “ benediction,” and as
it melted away in little groups the greatest satisfaction was
universally expressed with the whole proceedings.

EXCURSIONING.

On Whit-Monday the weather was beautiful and warm.
It was an ideal day for an outing, and there was a goodly
gathering of delegates, provincial visitors, and some London
triends, at the Athenaeum Hall in the morning. Three large
brakes had been engaged, and Mr. Wilson—the gentleman
who lent the brake for the Sunday Freethought Demonstra-
tions—kindly sent a fourth from his own stables. A start
was made at 11 o'clock. The first place visited was West-
minster Abbey. Thence the brakes drove along the Embank-
ment, which was looking at its best, and over Blackfriars
Bridge to the south side of the splendid new Tower Bridge.
Crossing over this grand structure, a halt was made at the
Tower of London. The j'ourney was resumed by way of St.
Paul’s Cathedral, and another halt was made to enable the
country friends to view the new Freethought premises at
Stationers’ Hall Court. The route then taken was through
Fleet-street, and the Strand, up Regent-street, and into
Regent’s Park. This is one of the finest “ lungs ” of London,
and it was in splendid condition. Thousands of holiday
makers were moving about, and it was the annual display of
the London Carthouse Association. The drive around the
Park was lined with hundreds of vehicles, to which nearly a
thousand horses were harnessed ; all sleek, well-groomed,
and gaily caparisoned, and many of them perfect pictures of
living beauty. It was really a noble and inspiring spectacle.
It showed what progress was being made in the growth of
kindness to animals. And the country friends enj'oyed it
immensely. Driving back to the Athena2um Hall, the
company broke up to get some solid refreshment, while
the horses were baited and the drivers .attended to their own
victualling department. After a sufficient lapse of time another
start was made, the second drive being to Hyde Park, the Albert
Hall, Kensington Museum, and along the Embankment to
Chelsea. Everybody was charmed with the day’s outing.
Those who had to wait for late trains stayed at the Athenaeum
Hall, where more music was provided. In the course of the
evening a watch was presented to Mr. FT Bater, of the
Finsbury Branch. He was assaulted and robbed of his
watch some weeks ago by thieves who followed him from
the Athenaeum Hall after one of Mr. Foote’s lectures. They
had evidently watched him taking money, and fancied he was
carrying the proceeds home with him. They were mistaken
in this, but they rifled his pockets of a little silver and took
away his watch. Another pocket timepiece had been privately
subscribed for, and it was presented to Mr. Bater on Sunday’
evening. He was in complete ignorance of what was going
to happen, and was quite overcome by the presentation.
Altogether it was a very' nice, appropriate ending to a most
delightful day.

Correspondence.

“OBJECTIONABLE RELIGION.”

TO TIHE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.”

Sir,— In accordance with a habit formed some time ago, |
last night went to bed, and whilst there | fell asleep. In my
sleep | passed into the land of dreams, and found myself in a
strange city. Here | made inquiry of one of the bystanders,
and was told it was the ancient Borough of Cipherley.
Evidently something unusual was astir, for the citizens were
hurrying to some gathering in the largest public hall in the
place. The next thing I recollect was finding myself within
the walls of the building listening to a speaker, who was
explaining the object of the meeting. It appears that the
trustees of the principal church of the city had long been dis-
satisfied with the ancient dogmas of the Christian religion,
and they had at last made over their property unconditionally
to the Secular Society of Cipherley. The speaker explained
that the gift was a valuable one, as it was estimated that, at
one time and another, no less a sum than one hundred
thousand pounds had been expended in the construction and
adornment of the fabric. The necessary Act of Parliament
had been obtained, and it now only remained for the
Secularists to enter into possession of their property.

Then another gentleman on the platform, whose name was
said to be Mr. Pill Tcherrick, got upon his feet, and said a
few words. He assumed that the entire audience would concur
in their appreciation of the very generous gift of the erstwhile
Christian. At the same time, he ventured to suggest that the
beautiful spire, which some people erroneously esteemed to be
the Pride of Cipherley, must be razed to the ground. (Some
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murmurs of dissent were distinctly audible at this point.) A
spire of any sort necessarily pointed to an unknown heaven
as the only hope of a sin-stricken world. Such a doctrine
was essentially opposed to the teaching of Secularism, and
they must take heed that no one was misled by the archi-
tectural symbolism of their meeting-houses.

Mr. Pill Tcherrick was followed by a Mr. Roderick Frian,
who was prepared to go even further. He thought it would
be necessary to demolish the entire building. (Strong dis-
approval was here manifested.) Nothing less would suffice,
as the cruciform shape of the structure was unmistakeable.
So long as this feature remained, they would never be able to
dissociate the building from its original use. He urged upon
the meeting the imperative need of thorough destruction
before they attempted reconstruction.

Mr. Roderick Frian was followed by another speaker, whose
name did not transpire. This gentleman thought the
Secularists of Cipherley ought not to accept the gift on any
terms. He reminded the meeting that the church had been
built on ground consecrated by a highly-paid ecclesiastic of
the Christian community, and by no possible method of con-
struction or reconstruction could they remove the stigma
attaching to such consecration. The speaker concluded by
moving that on these grounds the gift should be returned to
the donors, with the very best thanks of the meeting there
and then assembled.

The meeting was then addressed by a Mr. Eighteen-Carat.
This gentleman pooh-poohed the suggestions of the previous
speakers. He was in favor of an unconditional acceptance
of the building as it stood. He was prepared to take over
stained-windows, paintings, altars, and crosses, font, pulpit,
reading-desk, and lectern. He was prepared himself to
preach in that pulpit, and he ventured to believe that no one
would misunderstand the meaning of his message. He was
not ashamed to stand there “ as a son of the past and inheritor
of its thought,” He denounced the proposals to mutilate or
destroy a historic building as stupid iconoclasm.

Other speakers followed, some taking one view and some
the other. | can give no information as to the result, because
my dream broke up before the meeting terminated. The
impression, however, remains that the sane party was the
party which followed Mr. Eighteen-Carat. |f ever my dream
comes true, | hope the sane party will carry the day.

G. Dawson Baker.

SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

[Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us byfirst post on Tuesday,
and be marked “ Lecture Notice," i f not sent on post-card. ]

LONDON.

The Athenaeum Hall (73 Tottenham Court-road, W .): 7.30,
G. W. Foote, "Christian Missionaries and Christian Rifles in
China.”

South London Ethical Society (Masonic Hall, Camberwell
New-road) : 7, J. A. Hobson, M.A., " The Anglo-Saxon Mission.”

Open-air Propaganda.
Station-road (Camberwell): 11.30, E. Pack.
Brockwell Park: 3.15, R. P. Edwards ; 6.30, R. P. Edwards.
Peckham Rye : 3.15, E. Pack.
Battersea Park Gates: 11.30, Mr. White.
Victoria Park (near the Fountain): 3.15, Mr. Heaford.
Clerkenwell Green : 11.30, C. Cohen.
Finsbury Park : 3.30, A lecture.
Kingsland (corner of Ridley-road): 11.30, W. J. Ramsey.

COUNTRY.

Chatham Secular Society (Queen’s-road, New Brompton)
will be closed during the months of June, July, and August.

Birmingham Branch (in the Bull Ring): 11, H. Percy
Ward ; 7, Prince of Wales’s Assembly Rooms. (See local news-
papers.) Mr. Ward will lecture in the Bull Ring ever)- Wednesday
and Friday evening at 8.

LIVERPOOL (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square): 7, Stanley Jones,
"The Roots of Christianity.”

Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockingham-
street): 7, A lecture or reading.

South Shields (Captain Duncan’s Navigation Schools, Market-
place) : 7, Annual Conference ; delegate’s report.

Lecturers’ Engagements.

C. Cohen, 17 Osborne-road, High-road, Leyton.—June 10, m.
Clerkenwell Green ; a., Finsbury Park; e., West Ham.

Arthur B. Moss, 44 Credon-road, London, S.E.—June 10,
m., Mile End. 17, m., Limehouse ; e., Stratford. 24, m., Cam-
berwell ; a., Peckham Rye. July 1, N. S. S. Excursion. 15, m,,
Camberwell; a., Brockwell Park. 22, Northampton.

H. Percy Ward, 2 Leamington-place, George-street, Balsall
Heath, Birmingham.—June 10, Birmingham. 17, Northampton.
July 1, Birmingham. 15, Northampton. 22, Birmingham.

F. A. Davies. 65 Lion-street, S.E.—June 10, m., Hyde Park;
e., Hammersmith. 17, m., Station-road; a., Brockwell Park.
24, e., Stratford. July 1, m., Hyde Park ; e., Kilburn. 8, e,
Hammersmith. 15, m., Battersea ; e., Stratford. 29, m., Station-
road ; a., Peckham Rye.

POSITIVISM.

“Reorganisation, without god or king, by the systeiM{
worship of Humanity."

Information and publications on the Religion of ITuirsafi*
may be obtained free on application to the Chutell
Humanity, Newcastle-on-Tyne. »

Ingersoll’s Last Lecture.

“WHAT IS RELIGION?’

An Address delivered before the American Free Religo

Association, at Boston, June 2, iSg¢.

Freethinkers should keep a copy of this Lecture alwa) H
them. It was Ingersoll’s last utterance on the sulje
religion. It shows him to have been a “ rank Atheist

very end. Moreover, it is a summary of his life’s teac
and embalms his ripest thought.

PRICE TWOPENCE.

London: The Freethought Publishing Company,
1 Stationers’ Hall Court, E.C.

THE BEST BOXK

ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, | BELIEVE,

TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND PRACT
OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.S.S

160 pages, with portrait and autograph, bound in cloth, Sptn* *
Price is., post free. e

In order to bring the information within the reach of the it
most important parts of the book are issued in a IE)lamphle. et~
pages at one penny, post free 2d. Copies of the paWP
distribution is. a dozen post free. LYWL
The National Reformer of September 4, 1892, says e tb
Holmes’ pamphlet......is an almost unexceptional stateme
Neo-Malthusian theory and practice......and throughout ©
to moral feeting......The spetial value of M. Heltries s MY

the Neo-Malthusian-cause and to human well 4eing >
just his combination in his pamphlet of a plain state
physical and moral need for family limitation with a pl &

of the means by which it can be secured, and an offef
cerned of the requisites at the lowest possible prices.” |, je,
The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. Dr)'S ré)s

Allbutt, and others, have also spoken of it in very high te
The trade supplied by R. Forder, 28 Stonccuttér-stree >

E.C. Other orders should be sent to the author, et
J. R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAGE, ™

PHOTOGRAPHY. Good Work o°ly
very descrg)tion of Ph_otogra&hs copied same size, 1 i
nlarged. Cartes-de-Visite, , 3s. 6d. ; Cabinets,”™ =g, "
3 6d. Larger sizes at proportionate rates
hotograph, for sample sheet of 12 midgets.

Developing, Printing, etc., for Amateurs™

Geo. Cross, M.N.S.S., The Studio, 15 Cambridge
Southport

Thwaites’ Liver Pills*

------- . tevn
The Best Family Medicine in the World. Will cU

Kidney, and all Stomach Diseases effectually.

Good for Heart Troubles and Cardiac Compla*0™ ™ fiS
Ailments, Anaemia, etc. is. 1%<L and 2s. 9d. pef
free, 14 or 33 stamps. Directions with each box.

G. THWAITES, Herbalist, Stockton-on

— —Ts
Ct TANTON, the People’s Denti trand.(°ppes™; o f f£
ngsé).—'TEEfrPﬁ)gnJV'UI%%;Qs. Ladc*, Orefit#

iower set, .£1. Best Quality, 4s. each; upper .° r ~krfy
CompTe’%gdk il four ﬁoursQwﬁertly required ; Fep ﬁ’i‘?ﬁj viﬁ%ﬁgj
in two hours. If you pay more than the above, goF’
charges. Teeth on platinum, 7s. 6d. each ; on 1°

stopping, 2s. 6d. ; extraction, is.; painless by gaS>3
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CHEAP BOOKS FOR FREETHINKERS
( Continued from p. 368).

s. d.
™E EVOLUTION OF CHRISTIANITY. Byc. gill. 2 6
Abold and able Rationalist work. It was quoted b¥\er. Foote during his trial for “ Blasphemy " in the Court of
Queen's Bench before Lord Coleridge. Postage
the Gutcast. By WINWOOD READE. 1 6

A Freethought novel by the accomplished author of the Martyrdom of Man. Windwood Reade was a
thorough-going Atheist. His great powers were recognised by Darwin. Freethinkers can read this sto >
"With pleasure, and do a service to Freethought by lending it to their friends. | ostage 3.

essays towards A CRITICAL METHOD. By JOHN M. ROBERTSON. 2 6
Mr- Robertson’s admirers will be anxious to obtain this book when they hear that it contains some of his best
writing.  Besides a hundred pages devoted to “ Science in Criticism, there are special essays on Air. Ho«ell s
Novels,” Mandeville’s “ Fable of the Bees,” and “ The Art of Tennyson.  lostage qd.

Assays ON SOCIALISM. By ANNIE BESANT. 2 6

itten in the first ardor of Mrs. Besant’s conversion to Socialism from Bradlaughian Radicalism. Containsessays
on " The Evolution of Society,” “ Modem Socialism," " Why | am a Socialist,” “ Radicalism and Socialism, and
The Socialist Movement.” ~ Postage 2d.

VoIt AIRE. By J. M. WHEELER. 0 6

A sketch of Voltaire’s Life and Works by the late Sub-editor of the Freethinker, with a commendatory Introduction
by G. \v. Foote, a Portrait of the famous Heresiarch, and typical extracts from his writings. The only thing ol
1be kind in English. Published in 1894 at is. in paper covers. Postage id.
the

PEOPLE’S DARWIN. By Dr. E. B. AVELING. 10
~Pnin and jnteresting exposition.
Moli"® AND FALL OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. By EDWARD GIBBON. 2vols, royal8w. 7 6
'thie,s well-known edition, now out of print.  An excellent edition, with Guizot’s notes, and a fine steel engravin
Gibbon from the portrait by Sir Joshua Reynolds. Quite new, and in perfect condition. An exceptiona
argain.  This is a work that ought to be in every Freethinker's library, and the present edition would look
o handsome there.  Only a limited number of copies in stock.
JOHRN
T\VOWi lkes and william cobbett. ByRev.J S WATSON. 2 6

no’exceBer|t biographies of two famous English politicians, with engraved portraits. These are real biographies
n,, Vcre eulogies or diffuse essays. The author was a very able clergyman, who became unpleasantly
‘otonous at last by murdering his wife.

Orde
Sitio ™ for any of the above Books must be sent direct to the Freethought Publishing Company, Limited,
ners Hall Court, London, E.C. Theprices are net, and no reduction is allowed to the Trade. Orders
price °f£1 will be sent carriage paid. Smaller orders must be accompanied by postage as well as the

n stout paper covers, is.; cloth, 2s.
T 2 TO-DAY.
/m1$ OF GOD Write for my Twenty different

the Light of the Higher Criticism. Patterns of
Mth 3.

Pecial Referenceto Dean Farrar’s New Apology.

BY G. W. FOOTE. SUITS TO MEASURE AT

§ .hh&afiy. .
(etice ' , Production—The Bivie Caman—The Bivle and
(dgusgllt \T Irz?c,es and Witchcraft— The Bible and Free- 308
‘“mPira’Y’l’QLﬁr@aI% anc* Manners— Political and Social Progress .
‘Urchofpn Testimony of Jesus—The Bible and the
“sfigland— An Oriental Book— Fictitious Supremacy.

Carriage Paid.

1: The Freethought Publishing Company, Limited,

1 Stationers’ Hall Court, E.C. The Best in the World at the Price.

N Chance for Freethinkers.
WRITE TO-DAY.

j DR. E. J. DILLON’S WRITE TO-DAY.
, WRITE TO-DAY.
optics of the Old Testament. WRITE TO.DAY.
JfN Iy this important and interesting work, WRITE TO-DAY.
6™\ °r post at 7s- 6d. net, are now offered at 3s. 6d. WRITE TO-DAY.
sQua'nder” f ree 3s._ iod. These_ copies are a “ sa_lvage WRITE TO-DAY.
bUt r°MLJhe fire at the publisher’s, and very slightly

5 EMnkersR®t MASIAe. T'he book deserves a place WRITE TO-DAY.
ome cQU o I(gt?raries, and will certainly increase in value WRITE TO-DAY.

timo Orders, with remittance, should be
The F.
tVeethought Publishing Co., Limited,

1 Stationers’ Hall Court, E.C. JW. GOTT, 2 & 4 Union-street, Bradford.
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CHEAP BOOKS FOR FREETHINKERS.

All New, Uncut, and in Perfect Condition, and
NOT OTHERWISE OBTAINABLE.

AT GREATLY REDUCED PRICES.

FORCE AND MATTER. By PROFESSOR BUCHNER.

This work caused an immense sensation throughout the civilised world, and gave rise to endless controversy.
Christian opponents have called it the Bible of Materialism. Its famous author lost his professorship in
consequence of his cold, uncompromising Atheism. The work itself is thoroughly up-to-date, and embodies
the latest conclusions of Evolution. Postage 3d.

THE ENGLISH LIFE OF JESUS. By THOMAS SCOTT.

A trenchant criticism of the Gospel records on Rationalist lines, and still the best book on the subject in
English. It is doubtful whether it was written by the late Thomas Scott, of Ramsgate, who devoted his
fortune to the ﬁrinting and circulation of Freethought literature. A claim has been put in for its authorship
on behalf of the Rev. Charles Voysey. Mr. J. M. Wheeler held that it came from the pen of Sir George
Cox. It was highly praised by S. Hinds, ex-bishop of Norwich, and by Professor F. W. Newman, who
said it had “the great excellence of common sense.” Dr. Inman, the author of Ancient Faiths, declared
that “ it is impossible for a philosopher to speak too highly ” of this work ; and Dr. Davidson mentioned it
as one of the books that had for ever changed “ the old point of view.” Postage 3d.

RELIGION IN THE HEAVENS. By LOGAN MITCHELL.

The sub-title of this book is “ Mythology Unveiled,” and the edition is the one published by Charles Bradlaugh and
Annie Besant. It is a valuable work for the student of Religion from the Mythological and Astronomical
points of view. But being far from dry—in fact, written with considerable verve—it will prove very interesting
to the ordinary reader. Postage 3d.

THE DEVIL'S PULPIT. Bythe REV. ROBERT TAYLOR. 2 vols.

Contains Forty-six Astronomico-TheoIo?ical Discourses. Taylor was a clergyman of the Church of England,
but, becoming an Atheist, he threw off his %own, and joined Richard Carlile in popular Freethought propagand-
ism. He was imprisoned for ayear in Oakham Gaol as a “ blasphemer.” And if “ blasphemy ” Is a real crime,
he amply deserved his sentence. These discourses are as witty as they are learned. They are calculated to
draw laughter, in spite of himself, from the sourest bigot. Postage qd.

GALILEO GALILEI. By KARL VON gebler.
Translated from the German by Mrs. George Sturge. A very learned, careful, and honest work of 352 pages.
Contains all information concerning the great Galileo’s prosecution and persecution by the Roman Curia as a
heretic. Invaluable to students, and interesting to serious general readers. Postage gd.

SERVETUS AND CALVIN. By Dr. R. WILLIS.
The frontispiece is a fine Portrait with Autograph of the *“ heretic ” whom Calvin hunted down to a fiery doom.
Dr. Willis’s work is a standard one. It gives a full account of the life*and teaching, as well as the death, of
Servetus ; and proves Calvin’s responsibility for his martyrdom up to the hilt. This is one of the books that
every sound Freethinker should have on his shelves. Postage 4d.

THE APOCRYPHAL NEW TESTAMENT.
William Hone’s edition. Contains the Gospels and Epistles which the Church threw out when it became respect-
able, and sheds an instructive light on primitive Christianity. Postage 3d.

ANCIENT MYSTERIES DESCRIBED.
William Hone’s edition. A learned and (unintentionally) amusing account of the Mystery Plays which preceded
the Modern Drama, and by means of which the people got their ideas of the Bible story. Postage 3d.

RUINS OF EMPIRES. By cC. F. volney.

A justly famous book, replete with philosophy and eloquence. This edition contains a Prefatory Notice of Volney
by Charles Bradlaugh, and an engraved Chart of the Astronomical Heaven of the Ancients. Cloth. Post. 3d.

THE FREETHINKERS’ TEXT-BOOK. By ANNIE BESANT.
Part Il. of a work projected and nearly completed by Charles Bradlaugh and others. Mrs. Besant's portion is
complete in itself. It deals with “ Christianity : its Evidences, its Origin, its Morality, and its History.” The
most laborious and effective of Mrs. Besant’s writings. Only a few copies in stock. Postage 3d.

HEBREW AND CHRISTIAN RECORDS. Bythe REV. DR. GILES. 2vols.

This work is in beautiful clean condition. It was published at 24s. Dr. Giles was a sound scholar and the editor
of a number of Classics. When he turned his attention to the Bible, he resolved to ascertain the truth and tell
it. The result was a perfect treasury of the most damaging revelations. It is safe to say that this careful and
candid work has not been superseded. Covering the whole ground in a masterly fashion, it establishes ds
claim to a place in every Freethinker’s library. Dr. Giles has never been answered by the scholars of his own
Church—the Church of England. They sneer at him when they cannot ignore him. But his work remains
strong, solid, and irrefutable. Postage 6d.

APOSTOLIC RECORDS. By the REV. DR. GILES.
Having told the truth abo 1. the Bible records, Dr. Giles did the same with regard to the early Christian writers»
from the date of tne Crucifixion to the middle of the second century. This is the fullest work on the subject by
any English writer. Postage 4d.

FOOTSTEPS OF THE PAST. Byj. M wheeler.

With an Introduction by G. W. Foote. This is a ver?; valuable collection ot “ Essays on Human Evolution.” B
contains much of Mr. Wheeler’s best work. Freethinkers, and even students of human culture, especially on
the religious side, will find it full of interesting and precious information. A book to be read, and read again/
and often referred to. Bound in cloth ; originally published at 3s. Postage 2d.

LONDON : THE FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING COMPANY, LIMITED,
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