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Room in Heaven.

T,

et com ! the great Talmag,e* is in England. He
hislar 6 OVer “rom America with his large mouth and
perso ff style- We are not in the habit of referring to
ij ~Peculiarities, but Talmage’s mouth is so strik-
aVei)u°Ucannot escape it. It fascinates you—not like
the prUS i8ut ke a python. It reminds us of a text in
S V'"€to the Sermon on the Mount. The evangelist
hi °f th* preacher—to wit, Jesus—that “ he opened

m°uth.” But

SPesk. most people do that when they
tat  TNere must have been something peculiar about
the Nazarene to attract the reporter
'Hs itsatte«ti’n. Was it wide? Was it deep ? What
rePorter ,?ecullanty ? We cannot tell, alas, for the
thisjns, Id n°t work on the penny-a-line system. In
°0e smi®nCe Was—as Carlyle says of Dante’s style-

spec;ai 6511

a’uth ” Wor”™> and then silence. “ He opened his
AUrseif ‘sall- You must imagine the rest for
(ouCan But you need not imagine Talmage’s mouth.
lookSEe it _ Indeed, you cannot help seeing it, if
Q'K at him at all, Our old Archbishop of
as 0 7 .has a fine aperture. When it is shut,
ttoutk Qmic said, it suggests a rat-trap. Talmage’s
like our Arch-

aH, rio-idls Hke it with a difference. It is less

remidin ' an<® cruel ! and more ductile and fluent;
J®Blar5 °ne  a prognathous Hibernian after kissing
10 hisn And this gentleman’s mouth is the
Uisthn SN e His oratory might be inferred from
Ctte from nt" delicacy, subtlety, beauty, could never
rtlelodr source ; only resonant commonplace

~ He WatcheITlat'C vul&arity. Listening to this orator
N Maz2ie[jglin& a coarse display of fireworks.  You may

aOom / a minute, but you soon wish for less glare
wwC ; f nement-

.4s “op
d~- His t rnafe'”

~reat Talmage came to England before he
He had not then married a rich
sinty of jt e7lls were exacting. Cash down, and
yH that hi g”re mounting the rostrum. Report
s out the exchequers of half the
theS Kristian Associations in this country.
O(£ sicjg Perhaps, have had a balance on the
MOtIIe_ bv 1J9" §Mee- Colonel Ingersoll made a big
% ol ect«ring; put be did oot work the “ free
d fs like '1 6t a* N's meetings and bleed the pro-
Th, veal. He charged for admission at the
to 'Vas fair5 W10 Heard him paid him for speaking.
110 "'heth'llI” scluare>and he went on the platform
thaias>t ofterer e audience—was iarge—nﬁsn’raifl—and
that any oth Sma”’ f°r more people paid to hear him
> 7 a*ter -Sr sPeaker in the United States, or, for
" the wrHd.
afk”rdrtgqs no so %adky in want-of money now. He
visté: rtiser  ach sometlmes for nothing— perhaps as
%fo VillklgSTJt K18 arst atitiress, on this mﬁ‘d
IW.2r>Whp "  Was delivered in a church at Man-
way, a charge would have been

aak x, 6re>by the
«0. the “ free admission ” brought a big
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crowd of Christians, many of whom had to remain
outside the sacred edifice. Still, they heard the great
man'’s sublime accents ; for he addressed a few words
to an overflowing meeting. And what he said was
characteristic. He told them that there was no room
inside, but there was plenty of room in heaven.

We quite believe Talmage for once. There’s many a
true word spoken in jest, and the proverb was justified
on this occasion. There is plenty of room in heaven.
Not because it is big, but because it is empty. It is
hell that is full. In the time of Isaiah, if the prophet is
to be believed, hell enlarged itself. It was full to burst-
ing, and something had to give way. Perhaps it has
been enlarged several times since. Since the Christian
era began—or at least since Christianity triumphed—the
emigration to Hades has been strong and steady. Was
it not Jesus himself—that is to say, God Almighty in the
flesh—who declared that the road to hell is broad and
easy, and profusely patronised ? And is it not downhill
all the way ? Was it not the same Jesus who declared
that the road to heaven is narrow and difficult and hard
to find? And is it not uphill all the way? Yea, and if
it be true, as the late Professor Mivart said, that there
is plenty of happiness in hell, why should anybody
take the trouble to climb up to heaven? Happiness is
happiness anywhere, and as good in the pit as up
amongst the gods.

Many are called, said Jesus, and few chosen. Those
who are saved under the Christian scheme are called
the elect. They must therefore bear a very small
proportion to the lost. “ In my father’'s house are
many mansions.” Yes, and most of them are “ to let.”
Corner lots go cheap there. An everlasting lease, on a
peppercorn rent, can be had for the asking—if you once
get inside.

Saint Peter, who sits at the gate of heaven, holding
the keys, must have almost a sinecure. He can hardly
be roused up once a month. For what is the condition
of access to that establishment? You must believe.
Yes, but what ? Why, all the miracles and nonsense
of the Gospels, and perhaps all the miracles and
nonsense of the rest of the Bible. You must
believe—not merely say that you believe, but actually
believe—that a boy was born without a father; that
when he grew up to manhood he performed wonders
which modern science is unable to imitate ; that he
cured even cripples by talking at them ; that he put
clay plugs in blind men’s eye-sockets, and gave them

sight; that he raised the very dead from their biers
and graves ; that he changed water into wine, and
multiplied a few loaves and fishes into a luncheon for
thousands ; that he rose from the dead himself, and
ascended into heaven, with an undigested meal in his
stomach. You must also believe what he taught as
well as what he did. You must accept a creed which,
as the late Bishop of Peterborough said, cannot be
practised without ruining society. You must believe it
to be your duty to do what no man ever thinks of doing
outside a lunatic asylum. That is the way, and the
only way, to get to heaven. |Is it any wonder, then,
that the place has “ plenty of room ” ?
G. W. Foote.
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“The Return to the Cross.”

T he above phrase has been of late extensively used in
religious literature. It is the title of a work from the
pen of the Rev. Dr. Nicoll. The object of the book is
to induce its readers to return to the Cross, which is
said to be a symbol of Christ, whose character and
teachings, it is alleged, are of greater importance to
human welfare than all “ the secular teaching that has
ever emanated from the brain of man.” The Rev.
S. A. Alexander, the Reader of the Temple, London,
preached a special sermon during Lent, in which he
condemned the substitution of the authority of the
Bible and the Church for Christ. In fact, according to
the Church Gaaette, the burden of his sermon was,
“ Back to Christ.” It has now become a regular habit
of certain Christian ministers to ascribe the failure
of practical Christianity to the fact that Christ is no
longer followed as the “ light of the world " ; and to
urge that the salvation of man depends upon a real
belief in Christ, and not upon moral and intellectual
inculcations. For instance, the Rev. S. A. Alexander
says, what is required “is not an acquiescence in a
system or rule of life ; it is a belief in a Person.” And
Dr. Nicoll writes: “ No teaching that is purely ethical
or intellectual, or the result of the exercise of the human
reason, will do other than lay waste the supernatural
Church that is redeemed by the blood of the Lamb.”
Supposing a “ supernatural ” Church could be found,
the rev. gentleman’s words would no doubt be partially
true, inasmuch as ethical or intellectual teaching and
the exercise of human reason would, in all probability,
lay waste such a Church. But it would do more than
this, in spite of the Christian statement to the contrary.
It is to the power of intellect, allied with moral culture
and the exercise of human reason, that we are indebted
for what progress has been made in all things which
tend to exalt human character and promote the material
well-being of society. These secular agencies have
done more ; they have destroyed the supreme power of
the Church, robbed priestcraft of its former sway over
the minds of the masses, rescued education from ecclesi-
astical domination, and freed mankind, to a large extent,

from the demoralising influence of theology. The
absurdity of the rev. gentleman’s statement is as
glaring as its fallacy. [If the Church has been

“ redeemed by the blood of the Lamb,” no further
redemption should be necessary. The return to the
Cross would, therefore, be of no advantage to the
“ supernatural Church.” But where is the evidence of
any redemption in the case ? The only redeeming force
which appears to us to have been exercised upon the
Church has come from that very reason and intellect
which Dr. Nicoll condemns. But for the power of
reason and intellectual discrimination the position of the
Church would be far worse at the present time than it
is. Scepticism—the offspring of mental freedom—has
been the salvation of the Church. The growth of
freethought among professed Christians lias been
followed by the giving up of the belief in old orthodox
doctrines and ceasing to be guided by traditional
creeds. There is no comparison between the Church
of to-day and that of twenty years ago. Then its
adherents readily accepted the theories of special pro-
vidence, of Bible infallibility, of a personal devil with
his abode of eternal torments, of the credibility of New
Testament miracles, and of salvation “ through faith,”
“ not of works, lest any man should boast.” Now, how-
ever, all these theories are given up by the leading minds
within the Christian fold. The “ higher criticism,” the
new form in which modern Christianity is presented,
and the “ rational ” construction put upon the teachings
ascribed to Christ, have entirely changed the aspect of
the Christian faith. True it is that, in this particular,
“ old things are passed away ; behold, all things are
become new.”

If it were really possible to “ return to the Cross,”
what would it mean.? Let Christians answer for them-
selves. A few weeks since an authoritative article

appeared in the Christian Record from the pen of
Chancellor P. V. Smith, entitled “ Some Defects of
Evangelical Churchmen "—it originally formed a paper

read on March 20 before the London Clerical and
Lay Union, il which the writer asserts that “ Evangelicals
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have a tendency to consider ‘true Gospel belief
be of more vital importance than genuine sound . .
honest conduct.” Sad as such teaching as this is> its
undoubtedly in accordance with the inculcations Of !
New Testament. Belief is therein taught as the
thing needful. It is put before aught else aS"a
essential feature in the Christian system, “ He »
believeth and is baptised shall be saved ; but he
believeth not shall be damned.” St. Paul says» ie
shall come “ in flaming fire, taking vengeance on  «
that obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Cnf*
If this be true, he will have more than enough to .
for no sane person even attempts either to foll°x/ b
example or to obey his teaching. Further,

that were to “ follow them that believe are nownere,™
be seen. Who among the disciples of Christ are cap ~
of casting out devils? Who will take up serpen i

“ drink any deadly thing” ? Who possesses hat 1
which is said to give them power to remove a moon
The teaching of the Cross is, that in man “ dwe
no good thing,” that his body is “ vile,” his right® .»
ness is as “ filthy rags,” and that his “ heart is tec?iaf
and above all things desperately wicked.” The I Q
cation of the Bible is, that faith and belief
greater importance than morality, which is

an absolute necessity to sound and health"? »
conduct. In fact, the Rev. Dr. Nicoll, in h|S 7%
already referred to, writes : “ To say that Christy
merely to reveal a higher morality is to be outsi »

Christianity........ I know no Christian teacher
maintains that Christianity is a system of il
This is a frank, but, with respect to the
religion, a most damaging, admission. For, » " fpe

tianity is not “a system of ethics,” it lacks one
greatest essentials of mundane activity. efe:
To return to the Cross implies that it has been 5
It would be exceedingly interesting to learn wWwhejniit
happened, and why the departure took place. ‘e
our knowledge of history it would be difficult to d*
when the Cross was ever strictly adhered to. |
that in the early ages of Christianity its teaching
more powerful effect upon the conduct of its Pr° &/
than it has had subsequently. And those were t
times of moral corruption, intellectual darknes > $
the grossest forms of lust and cruelty. It was t a
James Cotter Morison says, that “ we find & 94*MiP
things to which our imaginations are scarcely afj"
justice in these comparatively tame and mor w
Moreover, it may be here observed, that for cent'uﬂf’(‘ga
the dawn of the Christian era the cross was nota .
as a symbol of Christianity. Professor Buchml
his work on Primitive Christianity writes ¢ (Qd®
emblems of Christ in the early Church were the |ii|
Shepherd’ and the Lamb, while the Cross was »
high honor by all the ancient Pagan aati *
It was not until the year A.n. 680 that the crUclll” ,
substituted for the Lamb as the Christian eniblcj.®,, P
It is nothing more than a groundless assft ¢
allege that it was reserved for Christ to "l u(\i
principles upon which the progress of the
based. We have frequently, shown in these .
that long before his time a high state of QW t 10
prevailed. In Professor Sayce’s latest book, "
since published, on the Babylonians and Assj[t' ]
have corroborative evidence of our conten
tells us that written records of the people Of Jlab_>
which date six thousand years before Christ @ inl
been found ; and that these records show tha tfi5
period considerable advance was going on m &
system founded on individual rights, rather tban
strength of might. In reference to woman .
“ The position of the women in regard to d» (Osf@g
men during the many centuries of Babylonian P it
was perhaps stronger than at any other tI"0°°/t
world’s history. Both married and single w°
trade, independently or in partnership with
former with either their own husbands of '
men. They were educated equally with I3 prompt
possess independent property, and were fub) b
by marriage settlements, numbers of which &
These settlements, which appear to have b
usual course, provided for the wife’s positioll r
the husband’s death or of divorce. Though P

polygamists, such a condition was rare.”
Char'-eS
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The Insanity of Conversion.

JV  are called “ Studies of Religion” are usually
Qsappointing performances. Putting on gRe side _ine
'10rk of a few leading anthropologists in this direction,
Ihey are usually by members of the clerical profession,
andare far more remarkable for the ingenuity of their
filiations than for the cogency of their reasoning.
the most part th((eJy are studies for rather than of
religion ; .
special pleadings on behalf of an accepted
all ti MLClU?Partial studies of its real nature, in which
Pressl) m'**ates against religion is carefully sup-
exag.2 ' and a* that tells in its favor is drawn out and
of refeia*ecK A really scientific inquiry into the origins
Il *?j10Us i~as, or into the nature of the frames of
seijon lat &lve them permanence in modern times, is
those I  erupted, and never is the attempt made by
fj ,v10 stand forward as religious representatives,
a s these conditions, any move in the direction of
of i,,.1 Llc study of religion is welcome ; and, in spite
ProfeV” shortcomings, a recent work by an American
subjectOr contains much that is suggestive on the
t° inn's ¢+ " Starbuck has limited his investigations
folurff concerning the conditions preceding and
in tile'nt> ' conversion ” ; and, as he disclaims anything
results natVre finality or absolute certainty in the
c°nciu -arnved at, it would be unfair to criticise his

mad», lons 01l the score of their insufficiency or
Pol!Ua-y- o )
Galton®Wim* .the method initiated by Mr. Francis

of pe Ifestion papers were sent out to large numbers
ditiof efashing for particulars concerning the con-

itianen their “ conversion” to religion, the per-
years 6 *ts- results, religious influences of early
thirteen"® a nutTlher of kindred questions. Some
strong.,. lundred replies were received, and these

of « Ny emphasiscd the fact that the whole phenomenon
°&ical nv?Tsi°n” is more or less abnormal or patho-
this cir " r* Starbuck does not lay much stress upon
of Vac,:Imstance, although he does quote the opinions
Probabl°US » medical writers to this effect—a course
rePlies N dictated by motives of policy. Thus, the
exPerie receave.d as to the age at which conversion is
arid the CSa disclosed a close agreement between that
the tab] a”e a* which the sexes reach puberty. From
ivriter 6S suPplied, it is clear that conversion, as the
fweenf8 "belongs almost exclusively to the ages
*netlv ,,, , ar*d twenty-five........ Conversion is a dis-
the areadelgBcent phenomenon.” Between these years
°f FReed sixteen suppiies an enormous preponderance
convers-' cne highest point in the number of female
the caSd™lsc BEEUTTIHY AWdUt twbd yeafe earitét thap in
tha-tBl’J%'er'i .males, which again agrees with the fact
Haig v Is reached earlier in the female than in the

Dr,
°f casé*tarhUch has brought together a large number

CGnce  establishing this agreement between adoles-
makin ' conversion, and which goes far towards
Jrideeti nru wtlOie phenomenon pathological. This is,

what' on7 ra”htTx~cT* At puberty “ the

airtileSs  11Stransformed....... Strange and vague feelings-
f, ness , obseure impulses, and novel tdeds
e nfjitshe commotion which the newly-developed
e making by its eruption into the mental
fatal ~ Is the period of the greatest physical and
LeliSiousInStab!lity. and not only the period when
'vlen e .¢°nversions are the most numerous, but also
>Snaidp .sy is most liable to occur, and when
S ltendencies manifest themselves most strongly.
therpSI*n*hcance of these figures, therefore, is not
Feaferdev's18R BER¥ning to a larger social life and a
Of SUrries °Pment in the ethical sense, as Dr. Starbuck
is"VersS .This is not the immediate cause
plhat, pec°r ' tbe immediate cause of the phenomenon
stri’d) it U ,.r*y sensitive as the organism is at this
I"Ulus NJS,hahle to be moved by the first strong
N PPene” tefuaTects it, and this in the cases examined
shO]Y ,, op a religious nature. The same inquiry

same result in matters other than

there can be little doubt that the

t Maniggy) f Religion. By E. D. Starbuck, PIi.P.

¥< Physiology nj Mimi, p. 379-
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general phenomena of conversion deserve to be classed
as abnormal. Dr. Boris Sidis remarks : “ It is not
healthy, normal life that one studies in sudden religious
conversions, but the phenomena of revival insanity.”
Galton notes that disorders of the sexual organisation
frequently accompany excessive piety in the insane, and
that “ the frenzies of religious revivals have not
unfrequently ended in gross profligacy.”* Dr. Mercier
traces a distinct, connection between puberty, general
hysteria, and sudden manifestations of religiousdevotion.!
The extravagant performances at revivalist meetings,
the shouting and springing over benches, jumping in
the air, and similar antics, which are most marked
amongst the negro population of the States, and which
were common features of the great revivalist meetings
in this country in the earlier portion of the century, all
support the view taken by Dr. Sidis.

A scrutiny of Dr. Starbuck’s cases leads to the same
conclusion. The following typical cases are all | have
room for. One man writes : “ The forces which led to
my conversion (at 15) seem to me now hypnotic in
character. My will seemed wholly at the mercy of
others........ There was absolutely no intellectual element.
...... It was followed by a complete relapse from orthodox
religion. | look back upon my experience now with
shame and repugnance. It was an unnatural state, and
could not be maintained.” Another one, a lady teacher
in a prominent American college, writes of her con-
version : “ lwas simply carried away by the excitement,
and did not know what 1 did....... I was much excited
and became hysterical under the emotions aroused and
under the prevailing excitement....... The experience had
been unnatural, and therefore could not last. | lived
for a short time, perhaps six months, under an un-
natural excitement, and then relapsed into a state of
utter indifference. | feel now that the result of the ‘ con-
version ' was bad.” When one remembers that all this
unnatural excitement and perturbation is experienced at
a season when the organism is peculiarly liable to
become permanently deranged, it would seem that
“ conversion” deserves to be ranked along with
drunkenness and gambling so far as its general influence
is concerned.

Dr. Starbuck’s analysis of the motives leading to
conversion is highly instructive, and bears further
witness to the hysterical nature of the majority of the
converts. Fourteen per cent, of the cases alleged, as a
motive leading to conversion, the fear of hell ; thirty-
three per cent, gave social pressure, imitation, example,
etc. ; fifteen per cent, only gave “ following out a moral
ideal ” as having had any influence in their change of
attitude. Says the author : “ Fears are a large factor.
........ Fears appear to be present about fifteen times as
often as hope. Only five per cent, are altruistic
motives ; and if we select from these the ones who
mention love of God or Christ as leading to a higher
life, we find only two per cent.” The figures are
specially instructive in view of the attempt so generally
made to place Christianity before the people as an
ethical ideal.

The hysterical condition of the converts is strongly
evidenced by the following confessions :(—*“ | was very
wicked ; my heart was black.” “ | experienced nothing
but unaccountable sadness.” “ Everything went wrong
with me. It seemed like Sunday all the time.” “ | felt
wrong mentally and morally. | could not keep my
mind on anything.” “ Hymns would sound in my ears
as if sung.” “ | had visions of Christ.” “Just before
conversion | was walking along a pathway, thinking of
religious matters, when suddenly the word HE L L
was spelled out five yards ahead of me.” “ | fell on
my face by a bench and tried to pray. Every time |
would call on God something like a man’s hand would
strangle me by choking. | made one final effort to
call on God for mercy........ and the last | remember was
falling back on the ground with that unseen hand on
my throat. When | came to myself there was a crowd
around praising God.” Thirty-nine per cent, of the

* Inquiries into Human Faculty, p. 67.

| Sanitv and Insanity, chap. 8. Dr. Mercier also observes
(p. 282): “Every ‘revival’ is attended by its crop of cases of
insanity, which are the more numerous as the lrevival is more
fervent and long-continued.” In the West of Scotland, 1 am
informed by a medical friend, the increase of insanity following

“ revivals ” is most marked.
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females and eighty-eight per cent, of the males ex-
perienced loss of appetite or sleep, general nervousness,
affections of sight, hearing, or touch, preceding their
conversion. It is impossible for anyone who has the
least knowledge of physiology to doubt the true sig-
nificance of such cases. To a medical man there
could not be the least doubt that these represent cases
of temporary derangement induced by violent excite-
ment acting on a susceptible organisation.

One expression often found in these tables needs a
word of explanation. Dr. Starbuck points out that the
“ sense of sin” appears to be wholly independent of
actual conduct. People who have before conversion
led thoroughly upright lives refer to themselves as
“sinful,” possessing a “ black heart,” as being “ wholly
bad,” quite as readily as others of a contrary character.
In other words, the “ sense of sin” is simply an expres-
sion put into their mouths to describe their unconverted
state, and has no real connection with their moral
status. The artifice is, to my mind, infamous. To
teach boys and girls of from twelve to eighteen years
of age to describe their absence of religious convictions
by all the terms that characterise the moral reprobate
is a course of procedure that is simply damnable. It
has, too, the further effect of cementing the assumed
connection between non-religion and immorality, and to
that extent plays into the hands of the Churches by
identifying in thought the absence of religious belief
with an absence of social and domestic virtue.

Inquiries as to the nature of the external influences
that induced conversion showed that forty-six per cent,
of the cases were aided by the example of parents,
twenty-five per cent, by Church or pastor, about ten
per cent, by art, music, and nature, and the balance by
various miscellaneous agencies. The small percentage
of conversions from purely intellectual causes is striking.

It is not surprising that but very few of the total
number of conversions are permanent. A series of
revival meetings, conducted by a professional Evange-
list, produced ninety-two converts. Out of that number
sixty-two “ dropped ” within six weeks, thirty were
received into full membership, of which number fifteen
have “ relapsed ” since, leaving twelve only out of the
original ninety-two. Dr. Starbuck’s inquiries appear to
have been limited to those who are at present members
of some church or other, and so there are no very
lengthy tables of relapses. | should imagine, however,
that the above would represent a fair average, or,
judging from the statement in another part of the book
that ninety-three per cent, felt, when the excitement
was over, pretty much as they did before, it would be
too high rather than too low.

As | have said, the chief significance of Dr. Starbuck’s
statistics is that “ conversion ” is primarily due to the
functioning of new powers in the individual, and which
are directed by preachers into theological channels.
Given a different set of instructors, and the unhealthy
emotionalism of the revival meeting might be replaced
by a sympathetic guidance of individual energies, so
that it may form a useful portion of that larger social
life to which maturity is an introduction. W hat takes
place when the child reaches school age takes place
again when the child reaches maturity. In each case it
is delivered over to theological teachers, who color its
mind with their special form of belief. Dr. Starbuck’s
work, therefore, accentuates two important lessons :
first, that the whole phenomenon of “ conversion” is of
an unhealthy, anti-social character ; and, secondly, that
it can only be successfully counteracted by providing a
healthy outlet for those forces of which the growing
youth or maiden is the expression. C. Cohen.

Cacophonous Eccentricity.

A Note on Popular Hymns.

“Talk about it as much as we like, a man’s breeding shows
itself nowhere more than in his religion.”—Oliver Wendell
Holmes.

Hymns have always held an important place in the
Christian superstition. From the days when the Early
Christians got into trouble with the Roman police, down
to the most elaborate choral services of the present day,
they have been ever growing in popularity. Yet itis
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doubtful if the average hymn of to-day has any mor
claim to be considered as literature than the usu
music-hall song. This may well appear a grave indie
ment; but the hymns which are regarded as
eminently suited for public worship are, as a i’
ungrammatical, unrhythmical, and silly. The hym
used by Churchmen and Nonconformists are not rea>
much better than those painfully familiar and disgrace
compositions which are used by Salvationists and oto
howling Dervishes of our streets and alleys. * .
charge of silly sentimentalism is not the only one tn
can be brought. Some hymns are brutal in tone a
language, and written in the worst possible taste. 1~
hymns on the Passion are full of sanguinary details an
a gloating satisfaction which is eminently repulsl
Here are some samples :—

Here | rest, for ever viewing

Mercy poured in streams of Blood.

By Thy red Wounds streaming,

With Thy Life-blood gleaming.

There is a fountain filled with Blood

Drawn from Emmanuel's veins.

Drinking of His roseate Blood.

It is hard to think the above are addressed to
August Wire-puller of the Universe. .

The following displays a beautiful tranquillity 10 »~
presence of physical suffering ; worthy of Torquem
or a horse slaughterer :—

Come let us stand beneath the Cross ;

So may the blood from out His Side

Fall gently on us drop by drop ;

Jesus, our Lord, is crucified. .-

The “ coon ” songs of the music-halls are parallel
some well-known hymns :(—
O, Jesu, Thou the Beauty art.

Hairdressers please note.
Dear, dying Lamb.

Not a word about mint-sauce.

Coming ! O my glorious Priest,

Hear we not Thy Glorious Bells.
As musical as the tintinnabulations of a muffin-man-

Jesu, best and dearest.
O Lord divine, how sweet Thou art. i

The following apostrophe to the Cross is unadulter

doggerel :(—
Faithful Cross, above all other
One and only Noble Tree,
None in foliage, none in blossom,
None in fruit Thy peer may be ;
Sweetest wood, and sweetest iron ;
Sweetest weight is hung on Thee. n

For sheer, downright bathos this triplet is vi°
noting :—
Upon the Crucified One look,
And thou shalt read, as in a book,
What well is worth thy learning.
But, perhaps, the silliest and most contempl
couplet of all occurs in this hymn :—

May these all our spirits sate,
And with love inebriate.

te
“ These,” as a reference to the preceding ImeS
hymn will show, refers to thorns, cross, naijSi
wounds, vinegar, gall, reed, and other “ properties
nected with the farce of the crucifixion. We fear A

the inebriation was not confined to the P°en th5
splendid example of unconscious parody occurs
verse :(—
But birds and flowerets round us preach,
All, all the present evil teach
Sufficient for the day. (
One of the most popular hymns isTopladyS
of Ages.” Very little is to be said in its favor- .05
medley of confused images and misapplied met V $t
Cleft rock, riven side, to Thy Cross | cling’*

fountain fly,” are examples. 1if
Another favorite, “ Hark ! hark, my soul fiis'fd
songs are swelling,” is not above criticism- . ge®

Alexander, who is himself a poet, has said of t
that it “ combines every conceivable violation n
conceivable rule with every conceivable beauty- mp" 5
The solitary attempt at rhyme in the next sa
enough to break a critic’s heart \—
Mercy, good Lord, mercy | ask,
This is the total sum ;

For mercy, Lord, if all my suit,
Then let Thy mercy come.
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throne author’s reason must have been tottering on its

when he penned these ridiculous lines :—
God the Word, the sun maturing
With his blessed ray the corn,
Sﬂake of Thee, O sun enduring,
Thee, O everlasting Morn,
Thee in whom our woes find curing,
Thee that liftest up our horn.

This ‘s a pretty piece of flattery for the Trinity-in-

Jnity ;
l-aud to Him to whom supernal
Thrones and virtues bend the knee ;
Laud to Him fro'm whom infernal
Powers and dominations flee ;
Laud to Him the Co-eternal
Paraclete for ever be.

Iﬁ,ﬁ%ther invocation to the same Arithmetical Party

Most ancient of all mysteries.

if {R% theme is high in the next quotation, the poetry
dePiorably low

G those limbs how gaunt their leanness,
Tortured, torn for our uncleanness,

Th N 65e st branches weltering.
atterrfrS are numf,ers °f hymns in which the authors
iands ~ *° Pour out the vials of Divine wrath over
Venp an* seas ; to track the course of God-like
their ance’ to prefigure Antichrist, and assign to people
gnOtajarts 'n the Divine Comedy ; but we refrain from
need r - Certai"ly, we have seen that popular hymns
tl>eirSu | rely °". P°etry- nor even common sense, for
'vhollvUOCNSS-  Christian congregations must have lost,
poetry °r *n Par*® the power of distinguishing between
“delir;an™ "°&&ereh pathos and bathos. Singing their
barbatliUs slush,” they are foteliectuaHy oo a ievel witk
another ~u Ravages do this one way, and Christians
very m ',ut the nature of the act, and the results, are
ch the same. Mimnermus.

~oman and Modern Religion.

Ebasement under Judaism and Christianity.

jgn ( Continued from page 300.)
Pariod™Q '~ len the change came from the matriarchal
only kn° hhe patriarchal period we do not know. We
a titjjg "f fhat it came. We only know that there was
Goitrol " €i? We man ‘n ahs®lute and complete
'vas nO | he rule of the mother had ceased. Love
Qvlisati °n”er the procuring and efficient cause in
robber hnl tlle sword, the warrior, the invader, the
affairs '0fad usurped the functions of the lover. The
'Pan. Tb ate and Church had passed to the control of
patriarch f ~’hle, singularly enough, begins with the
I hnolya Per'.°d- It is the history of the patriarchate.
jP°'vs n li°thing of the sanctity of motherhood. It
> ity othing about the superiority or equality or
cnarter tbe rights of woman. The Bible is the
bent tha¢trascul'ne tyranny. The Bible is the instru-
\Onian+ “as. forged chains for the enslavement of
1 and conp6 and Christian theology, copying from
usur InVInS its old tradition of inequality, injustice,
bat insulPatlOn> PerPetuate the masculine arrogance

o ft mip-kt subjugates the mothers of men.
?°k lihg °e reasoned a priori what the effect of a
tb’ut jts he Bible would be if we had known nothing

]Jldllsan( a?tuai influence. We might have stood two

Ok eand °Ur.thousand years back, and have taken the
~serve bPre<?'cted its influence in the human world.
t,ascUlin, pV starts the human story—a man and a
¢ °ught Or That is all there is, and all that was
1 m'l " a*i that was intended. The creation was
Sé” Sl»ke There was no woman, nor any need for one.

Ahonifthis masculine God aom this firen A sy

sU"SSar)é t 1 ant® ta*k ‘t over, they concluded it
Se> t ;0 have some being, some subordinate,
WAVatu. ~ what for? To help man, to be his

that a" aftertb°r™'n” to Biblical conception, woman
gla,they b fought, an amendment, a sort of necessity

of .aot tO I.not: counted upon, and would have been
Ce,?rcUinsta dVe had, but were forced by the exigencies
‘““n of wnces to provide. Such is the Biblical con-
°’man. Now, if we proceed a little further,
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this woman, having been made subsequently to man
and a part of him, so that his mastery over her should
be complete, so that she should know that she was ever
dependent upon and amenable to him—after this
secondary creation the trouble begins. She is now the
mother of sin, the parent of it all. Man was created
to be holy and deathless, so the Christian theology held
for hundreds of years ; and there are men still living and
standing before intelligent audiences that will argue
that, if woman had not sinned, the physical death, the
putting off this body, had never been ; woman is
responsible for it all. One of the old monks used to
argue that when God had decided to make woman to
wait on man he caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam.
You would never guess the monkish reason for that,
but it was because she was such an undesirable amend-

ment that if Adam had been awake and had known
that God was going to create her he would have
opposed it.

After the first sin had been committed, God returns
to the garden. The man and woman hid. When God
finds them the man runs out, and, pointing to the woman,
cries, “ She’s it.” Then God curses her, and lays upon
her the awful burden of childbirth pain. The coward

man and the masculine God have terrorised and
subjugated woman. Their miserable conspiracy is
complete. That man is a disgrace to humanity, and that

God is a disgrace to deity.

The only respectable person in the garden was the
woman. Having brought sin into the world, woman
became and continued, and, be it said to the shame of
every Christian Church extant, is still considered to be
the source of original sin. All through the OlId Testa-
ment this conception of woman is maintained. She
had absolutely no rights to her own person, her own

property, her own conscience, or her own children.
She was utterly and completely subjected to man. He
possessed over her the power of life and death. She

was not permitted to have her own way or to think her
own thoughts. On the contrary, her husband was
directly and specifically commanded, if his wife sought
another religion, believed in another God, grew tired of
Jehovah, turned to worship the sun, that fireside of the
world, or the stars, the beneficent lights that make glad
the night—if that should occur he should cause her to be
stoned to death, and he himself was to hurl the first
cruel rock against her faithful breast.

The New Testament makes no advance towards the
elevation of woman. Jesus seems to have had no
regard for women. He says nothing about home,
nothing about the dutyof manto treathiswifeas his equal.
At the marriage feast at Cana he said to his mother,
“Woman, what have | to do with thee?” And for
fifteen hundred years theology took that sentence from
the lips of the Christ and urged it as an illustration of
his contempt for womanhood.

Paul, the inspired bachelor, carrying on the old
tradition that came from the very beginning of the
Bible, uttered the rules for female slaves. He says,
“ Wives, be under subjection to your husbands.” It is
always the bachelors that are telling married men and
women how to live and bring up their children. “ W ives,
be under subjection to your husbands.” Keep your
heads covered in church as a mask of subjection. You
are not allowed to speak in the churches. You may
support them, but you must not talk. The man is the
head of the woman. Then, what an anatomical wonder
is woman ! For man was created first, and after that
the woman ; and he implied that because woman was
made last in the order of the creation she was inferior.
Paul did not know that according to science the
superior, the most refined, the most complex, the most
suitable organism, the finest brain, the highest type, is
the one that comes last.

What now has been the influence of these ideas
about woman as illustrated and applied in the history
of the Church ? One single result, one sad and pathetic
consequence, almost without exception to relieve its
deep gloom—the absolute and complete debasement of
woman intellectually. That result has held so per-
sistently that there have been men within the last
twenty-five years educated men, men of power and
intellect, who have argued solemnly for the natural
intellectual inferiority of woman. It may be that, in
many instances, woman is intellectually inferior to man,
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but the astonishing wonder is that she is not so far
beneath him, in view of all the ages of repression and
submission that she has suffered, as to be entirely of
another intellectual type. If man had borne the insults,
the debasement, the odium that religion has heaped
upon woman, if man had endured for two thousand
years what woman has endured, he would have become
a miserable and grovelling imbecile. The reason that
woman has been able to advance is because she has
had within her heart and brain the original instincts of
freedom and equality. It is not intellect that woman
has lacked in all these centuries ; it is simply oppor-
tunity.

The practical result upon Christianity for the first
three centuries of debasement of woman was her
gradual expulsion from religious functions. Under the
old regime the temple was divided into courts. Woman
was compelled to worship in the outer court. She could
not enter the inner court. If the mother had given a
son to the world, she was not permitted for the space of
forty days even to enter the outer court. If her child
happened to be a girl, destined to grow up and become
another iniquitous and odious woman, the mother was
compelled to pass eighty days in the period of unfitness.
Every mother was compelled to make a sin-offering to
atone for being a mother. So did the old custom, the
old idea, lay its brand of infamy or shame upon the
divinity of motherhood. In the Christian centuries,
after the first three, her expulsion from all religious
functions was complete and entire. Then there began
to grow up the idea that in the touch of woman there
was contamination, defilement. She had been called by
the monks and theologians the mother of evil, the parent
of all sin, the instrument of the devil, the door of hell.
Such were the flattering epithets that theology-makers
applied to their mothers. So impure was the presence
of woman, so full of contamination was her touch, that
she was not allowed to receive in her naked hand the
symbol of the communion. Unless she had upon that
palm a glove so she could not touch the bread, the
priest with his consecrated and sanctified fingers put
the bread directly into her mouth. She was not allowed
to sing in the church, because the sound of her voice
was displeasing to God and contaminating to holy
things. When they came afterwards to sing music in
different parts they needed the soprano voice which
nature had made inherent in woman, but woman could
not be permitted to sing, so they sought out eunuchs
with their thin treble voices to carry the soprano parts.
The Church did not hesitate to make eunuchs for that
purpose, and if | had been pope | would have encouraged
the custom and would have taken the subjects from the
priesthood. | would have kept the sopraiio factory
running full time. J. E. Roberts.

( To be concluded. )

Courtship iii Church.

A young gentleman happening to sit at church in a pew
adjoining one inwhichwas a young lady, for whom heconceived
a most sudden and violent passion, felt desirous of entering
into a courtship on the spot, but, the place not suiting a
formal declaration, exigency suggested the following plan :(—

He politely handed his fair neighbor a Bible open with a
pin stuck in the following text: end Epistle of St. John,
verse 5—*“ And now | beseech thee, lady, not as though 1
wrote a new commandment unto thee, but that which we
had from the beginning, that we love one another.”

She returned it with the following : end chap, of Ruth,
16th verse—" Then she fell on her face and bowed herself to
the ground, and said unto him, 'Why have | grace in thine
eyes that thou shouldst take notice of me, seeing Tam a
stranger ?’”

lie returned the book, pointing to the 12th verse of the
3rd Epistle of St. John—"* Having many things to write unto
you, | would not write with paper and ink, but | trust to
come unto you and speak face to face.”

The marriage took place the ensuing week.

A Scotch parson once upbraided the blacksmith of the
village for not paying his church rate. “ But | never go to
the kirk,” said the blacksmith. “ That is your fault,” said
the minister; “ the kirk is always open.” A few days later
the blacksmith sent a bill to the minister for shoeing his
horse. The minister indignantly protested that his hoise
bad not been shod. “That's your fault,” said the smith ;
“ the forge is always open.”—Xew York Observer.

THE FREETHINKER. May 20, iy°®
Who is an Atheist ?
Men tremble at the very name of an Atheist. But who isa'

Atheist? The man who brings mankind back to reason an
experience, by destroying the prejudices inimical to the
happiness ; who has no need of resorting to supernatuf
powers in explaining the phenomena of nature.

It is madness, say the theologians, to suppose inCl,
prehensible motives in nature. Is it madness to prefer j.
known to the unknown ? to consult experience and t
evidence of our senses? to address ourselves to reason, al
prefer her oracles to the decision of sophists who even coi>lc
themselves ignorant of the God they announce ?

When we see priests so angry with Atheistical oplnl’ j
should we not suspect the justice of their cause? Spil'dll
tyrants! 'tis ye who have defamed the divinity by besmeaf"
him with blood of the wretched ! You arc the truly iniplOU
Impiety consists in insulting the God in whom it belief ;
He who does not believe in a God cannot injure him, d
cannot of course be impious.

On the other hand, if piety consists in serving our couidy’
in being useful to our fellow-creatures, and in observing
laws of nature, an Atheist is pious, honest, and virtuous
his conduct is regulated by the laws which reason and vif
prescribe to him. n

It is true the number of Atheists is inconsiderable, beca
enthusiasm has dazzled the human mind, and the progrc
of error has been so great that lew men have couragel,

rch for truth. |f by Atheists are meaat these-windgdc
by experience and the evidence of their senses, see ““’elXt
in nature but what really exists ; if by Atheists arc m
natural philosophers, who think everything may be accoU"
for by the laws of motion, without liaving recourse
chimerical power ; if by Atheists are meant those who Xl .C
not what a spirit is, and who reject a phantom whose opp0™
qualities only disturb mankind—doubtless there arc
Atheists, and their number would be greater were thes’
ledge of physics and sound reason more generally *hss
nated. NI

An Atheist does not believe in the existence of a God. .»
mari can be certain of the existence of an inconceivediibt fjjs
in whom inconsistent qualities are said to be united. h' ¢
sense many theologians would be Atheists, as well as I
credulous beings who prostrate themselves before a beli'%e,
whom they have no other idea than that given them by"
avowedly comprehending nothing of him themselves.

—Liberator (Melbourne). Horace SKA'h"

Acid Drops.

* . . .l
The victory of the so-called Nationalists at uje -’@“ﬁp
municipal elections in I'aris bears out what we said A
close of the Dreyfus agitation—namely, that the libefa jjpt
that martyr to injustice did not by any means m'P~tel'
the clerico-military party in France was decisivel}
That party has been steadily and subtly at work "°rdci€j
years. It has captured the “ higher education” , -yf
has made Catholicism more fashionable and power* ’
has filled all the important posts in the Army with U
trained officers. This perpetual howling at Englad 1 [IQC
Nationalist press is not an accident, neither is J*
spontaneous outburst of “ patriotic” emotion. Itisl artf
ately worked up by the leaders of the National's * [to
They want to destroy the Republic, and to rest ,, al,

Monarchy, with all its traditional features in Cl>u al)
State. Whether they will succeed or not is more *bj
man is able to predict; but they may succeed, «T

capture of Baris Is an ominous fact—however true a . €J{M
that Baris is nolonger France, but has to bo keptihc

the steadier common sense of the provinces. iite ay
policy is not to give any provocation, to be as P° g<
friendly as possible, but still to keep ready for any )
War is a hateful thing at best, but if the French e
should force it upon us in carrying out theirevil polio} i[(B
be prepared to defend our Empire—however we £

that is not the point here—against a Franco-Russiall a[sl
Unfortunately the party of Zola and the intclwh/jto,
meeting with sad reverses. The other party is £ct, c pBl

power, and there is no use in shutting our eyes to
facts before us. l

— fwi!
The Russian alliance has been the evil genius of

Republic. What natural sympathy cov'd there be b ¢liOs
Republic and a Czardom? Between a land of j[Wi®]
suffrage and a land without so much S et
Between a nation used to free thought and free sPjggn »
a nation in which both are suppressed with the
the knout? Between the country of Voltaire-anti tj@[ys? s.
of the exclusive and persecuting Greek Churchm ~aw,
and experience teach us that if the good and the | tlf
date too closely, the bad will sounci corrupt the &> <;g*J
the goud will elevate the bad. This has been Vt0
bv the Francu-Russian alliance. Russia lias not c
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tonards France. France has gravitated towards Russia,
"Ya a large number of French Reactionists look for their
‘«urc ruler in the young Bonapartist prince who lives at
RL&%Q?HHK/Q and wears the uniform ot a Colonel in the

Religious bigotry has increased in France ever since the
PProachment towards Russia began. Again the worse has
tni'Upted tlle better. Jew-baiting has spread from Russia
it,. £2ncc. and a general spirit of intolerance has swept Irom
hfi; artar stcPpes to the fair plains of Gaul. We do not
m, e,V hat France will utterly and forever succumb to this
‘oral blight. We believe she will right herself in the end.
In  meanwhile there is danger ahead', and those whom 1

1 Q0>cern should beware.

J 'resident Kruger is reported to be at it again, Ilis piety
omi S¥*° Nave recovered from the shock oi the Johannesburg
Acfi°'SI0n wXich tempted him to ask, 41s there a God.
deli, SSnbr the Transvaal Volksraad, he is said to have
wihern) himself as follows : “ O God ol the Volksraad, and
can RePublics, shall this be the final act? No, it shall not,
«notbe  God will beggpgreiful, and strengthen the sight:
© 46 4n independent State with an international status.
N &yerl bloodshed we conceded the five years elraiiclusc.
-UABAIS in the possession of the Government prove tic
tWHence of a devilish conspiracy for the annihilation ol the
nas, publics in the year 1896. | appealed to the English
saidnn '°© Mr. Chamberlain, and Lord Salisbury. "T
e\iu. lhls miserable nation of Afrikanders must cease to
W i But God said: «It shall not” Thirty thousand
ad , rs“ «tested the right of way against 200,000 British,
vorJ-0'000 arc still alive, who fought against a vindictive and
QCus foe, our eternal and everlasting enemy since 1830.

Outer's arithmetic is evidently modelled on that «! the
Bany afprden”» Witk waa such aweiry e Calamso, Agood
British °p Blan 3°i0oo burghers have been lighting the
dear tgaf ,.ut d the number was only 30,000, it is perfectly
been ofll « iere n'ust be less than 30,000 left now ; for it has
burgbprlc, I' admitted by Kruger himself that some of the
Jetermin lave been killed. As to God being “ merciful ” and

thathel. |° “Strengthen theright,” itis sufficient to remark
"ords. see*ns to be doing it in Kruger’s sense of the
?plenj;j 'urd Roberts, with his overwhelming forces and

Irresistibi, eclull, mentt is moving forward with the steady,

Pretty cie power of an avalanche. God or no God, it s
aWs Ikar_wbat the end \wik i perhaps Kruiger
diapta of WY h!a‘ tﬁwml& i\% W(‘)g%lﬁ Wﬂﬁ‘ﬂe_to trudt -to the

ashtinrr 1 accidents, and therefore he keeps his burghers
PrfGudf a forlorn hope by appealing to their religious
bidnOt u » although some of them must sec that if God

I° keen i,-Op Eberts out of Bloemfontein he is hardly likely
P bun out of Pretoria.

'Vlien sch ,lilibeing played pretty low—or high, if you will-

acRbates°®® S mect atllf pass resolutions and appoint
g;a_t_dw a twenty thousand Philadelphia boys have gis-
ersonally 1 Incsse«ger to’ President Kruger to tell him
, Public « 10w much they wish for the success of the Boer
1estthc U\ . South African struggle, and how much they
PUy tliat arbitrary interference of Great Britain. It seems a
bys is no, ? zeal for justice and freedom OF these American

lion used>first of all, at any rate, for home consump-
‘vliiih, Ule Britisll have no right to be fighting the Boers-
tobcf,' admittobearguable—whatright have the Americans
‘artW r nbrthe Filipinos? The Philippine Islands arc much
Britj.i r°’m American territory than the 1 ransvaal is iroin

T'hvsi Crritory ; and, on the whole, this case is one in which
Uan, heal thyself1” seems fairly applicable.

Partiroi Salisbury’s cynicism is sometimes relreshing. We
"tlier dn ly, like what he said in the House of Lords the
lheder Ethu.t Su.ndg;y drimiing. Laid SaHsbury thformed
Uik e, Cat be did not drink beer himsett; but lie also
lak *ton S*I' Bla* b be did drink beer he should want to
bunUis j Su,ldayas much as on other days. And why not?
bi ' Tlie UsB*at this Sunday-closing policy is sheer hum-
11, as tlie Paisons used to get on very well with the publicans,
N&Parsons }Urcbes get emptier, and must be filled somehow,
ill.laviewt Wbegun to wage war against the publicans,
., g thel- r, , eiosing the public-houses on Sunday and draft-
ey don,t pieillers into (IIf ninrpc mf «ru-cl-i.i = I'VF

1an - -€nalisi,, - lllean. It is Sabbatarianism and clerical

e-althv'kimg beer r —*s the line. Omnly on religious groumds

ba yPerniitt® be made a crime_on Sunday, while it
fed on every other day in the week.

/\ .
BB omp of camterbuay ested ool UARATY
|- PtcbarPa°fessional interests arc at sta 1, 1 Gavernment.

kve ped tovotefororagainst anﬁ/ cone Bishops are
bdkiLma«  sense knows it is bunkumthaul e Bisnop ~

~“ndE tb°ut “the welfare of the Pe’p'? Uvmeany con-
fd.faking. Whoever found them”™ g ~ uj tion?
'bfcpeople’s welfare in regaid to any ouiei j
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While the “ beer ” question is before us the reader will
pardon us for bringing in, however irrelevantly, a good
Cruikshank story, told by Mr. H. Sutherland Edwards in
his new volume of Personal Recollections. Here it is :—One.
day he seized in the street a man who had been trying to
pick his pocket, and, not content with giving him in charge,
administered to him a lecture on the evils of intemperance.
“ 1 feel sure,” he said, “ that you have been demoralised
and ruined by the love of drink. I, on the other hand, have
not touched a drop of intoxicating liquor for the last twenty
years.” “ What!” cried the horrified prisoner; “ I've let
myself be took by a teetotaler ! Why, if I'd known you was
a water drinker, 1'd have knocked your bloomin’ head off.”

Vesuvius has been “ going it” again, and proving once
more the truth of Buckle’s theory that natural calamities are
a_great fosterer of superstition. “ The inhabitants of all the
villages about,” says a newspaper report, “ are panic stricken,
and refuse to sleep in their houses, gathering 01l the piazzas
at every roar of thc mountain, and kneeling to pray to thc
saints for protection.” Good old (wooden) saints !

Now- that Vesuvius has become quieter, we read that thc
inhabitants are “calm.” They have also risen from their
knees. Some of them will soon be begging those same
saints to give them a winning number in thc next public
lottery.

A special committee of the Lower House of Convocation
has reported on the “ appalling diminution in the number of
candidates for Holy Orders.” Bishops are urged to impress
upon Churchmen the necessity for an adequate supply of
ministers, and the Universities are implored to provide more
facilities for clerical training. It is mercilessly noted in the
Daily News that the Church is “appealing not only to
fewer young men every year, but also to a less intellectual
class.”

Twenty-live years ago that fine poet, and unhappy mail,
Janies Thomson, the author of The City of Dreadful Night,
wrote an article on “ Great Christ is dead I” ending with thc
following strong and significant passage, which is worth re-
producing in this connection :(—* At the risk of being thought
bigoted or prejudiced, | must avow that to my mind the de-
composition of Christianity is so offensively manifest and
advanced that, with the exception of a very few persons
whose transcendent genius could throw a glamor of glory
over any creed however crude and mean, and whom |
recognise as far above my judgment, | can no longer give my
esteem to any educated man who has investigated and still
professes this religion, without grave deduction at the
expense of his heart, his intellect, or his conscience, if not of
all three.” .

Thomson was thinking of Newman in that reference to a
few persons of transcendent genius. Newman was a very-
great man and a wonderful writer. He was probably the last
of the great Christian leaders.

Lord Russell, who is an Irishman and a Catholic, is Lord
Chief Justice of England, in succession to the late Lord
Coleridge, who was an Englishman and a very liberal
Protestant. This is as it should be, as far as we are con-
cerned ; for we agree with the great Oliver Cromwell in
thinking that if men can render any service to the State, the
State should take no notice of their opinions. Mr. Carson,
another Irishman, and we suppose a Catholic, has just succeeded
to the English Solicitor-Generalship. This again is as it
should be, if he is the fittest man for the post. But in the
face of such appointments how comical it is to see the Irish
Bar protesting against Sir N. Lindley, an Englishman, being
appointed to succeed Lord Morris, an Irishman, as Lord of
Appeal in Ordinary. Still more comical is the Irish Bar’s
claim that Ireland should have “at least one of the four”
Lords of Appeal. “ At least” means presumably two, which
is a very large share of four for thc little sister island ; little,
that is, in the matter of population.

St. Nicholas Industrial School, llford, is a Roman Catholic
institution. Twelve months ago it came into very unfavor-
able public notice by- the sudden death of one of its youthful
inmates, by the severity of its discipline, and by the number
of lads who escaped or attempted to escape. It is now
attracting notice again by an inquest on a boy who appears
to have jumped out of a window during the night. A repre-
sentative ofa leading daily newspaper interviewed Mr. Westall,
the Superintendent, and Father Barnes, a member of thc
Management Committee; and these gentlemen, while denying
that there is any harshness or cruelty at present, admitted that
there was both up to the beginning of this y-ear. The school
was then in the hands of the Brothers of Mercy, who seem to
have grossly belied their designation. They were largely
drawn from the Belgian peasant class, and their treatment
of the boys was so scandalous that thc Home Office stepped
in with a private inquiry-. The result was that Cardinal
Vaughan took the school out of the hands of the Brothers,
and placed it under Id\' management. This is far from being
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the first case in which laymen were called in to remedy the
mischief of the inhumanity of monks and priests.

Mr. John Morley, the Westminster Gazette says, is making
rapid progress with Mr. Gladstone’s biography, and is
“ reported to be greatly interested in the religious side of
the character of his late illustrious leader.” This is natural
enough, but we expect to see it made use of by the religious
press as an indication that Mr. Morley is beginning to turn
a Christian.

The Reading School Board has had an extremely lively
meeting. One of the members, Mr. F. W. Mays, moved
that Bible-reading should be dropped, at least to the extent
of obviating the possibility of “ statements not in accordance
with science and history being received by the children as
facts, and narratives of an indecent character from coming
under their observation.” In supporting this motion Mr.
Mays indulged in some pretty plain speaking. We are
surprised that he found a seconder, but he did so in Mr.
J. F. Hodgson, who said he was “in favor of secular
education, that was the removal of religious teaching from
the schools.” Opposition was offered by some “ firm believers
in the Word of God,” indecency and all, and the motion was
lost; only the mover and seconder voting for it, and all the
other members voting againstit. Messrs. Mays and Hodgson
have done good, however, in raising this question on the
Board, and we hope they will raise it again by-and-bye with
a greater measure of success.

Mr. Joseph Turner, of Ipswich, writes a pawky letter in
the East Anglian Daily Times. Mr. Turner says that he
listened with pleasure to a lecture in the Co-operative Hall
by the Rev. Robinson Lees on “Jerusalem and Her People.”
In the course of his lecture the reverend gentleman referred
to an Ipswich curate who, in the course of his parochial
visitations, called at the house of a Jew, and read the Bible
to him ; and after a while that Jew, his wife, and all his
children (fourteen of them) became converted to Christianity.
Mr. Turner says that he would like to shake hands with the
curate and congratulate him on winning such a “ victory for the
Master.” He would also like to be introduced to the Jew.
But we don't suppose the Rev. RobinJon Lees has jumped at
the bait.

Rev. Charles Sheldon is reported to have been paid 5,000
dollars, or ,;'1,000, for his one week’'s editorship of the
Topeka Daily Capital. It is said that all the first apostles of
Jesus faced poverty and hardship, and finally suffered
martyrdom. But it pays a great deal better now to follow
“ In His Steps.” Mr. Sheldon has just crossed the Atlantic
in order to do a stroke of work for Jesus in England ; or, as
some cynics say, to get an agreeable holiday. We read that
he booked a luxurious saloon berth on a fashionable
Cunarder. But, as an aged, poor minister was overheard
to say, “ One would have thought that the author of ‘In
His Steps’ would have walked across.”

Rev. A. C. Dixon held forth on “ Christ and Him Crucified ”
before the Brooklyn Philosophical Association. After the
lecture, address, or sermon—call it what you will—came the
usual discussion, and the reverend gentleman was not too
happy in his replies. Once he said, “ | am not abroad man,”
and a child’s laugh rang through the hall. Fun ran riot in
the meeting for nearly a minute. When it subsided, the reve-
rend gentleman hardly improved matters by observing, “ You
notice that even a baby can see the foolishness of my
remark.”

This Rev. C. A. Dixon, by the way, was an industrious
circulator of lies about the late Colonel Ingersoll. But as
our contemporary, the New York Truthseeker, says, he “ is
the Christian champion, and if Christians are content with
his championship of their faith nobody else has a right to
complain.” Mr. George Macdonald, of the New York Truth-
seeker, gives an amusing account of the debate that followed
Mr. Dixon’s discourse. Altogether it seems that the man of
God had a baddish time among the Brooklyn Philosophers.
According to our contemporary’'s report of Mr. Dixon’s
replies—and it seems verbatim—he wound up by saying
that “ hell is an expression of God’s love,” and telling his
audience, “ You are the most Pharisaical set 1 ever saw
together.” But the Brooklyn Philosophers didn't throw

things at him. They only laughed. And perhaps that hurt
more.

Missionaries in foreign lands cost the United States
government a million dollars a year, nearly all of which is
spent in investigating baseless claims for indemnity made by
the missionaries against the countries in which they are
introducing the gospel. A man-of-war is kept in Chinese
waters the year round for no other purpose than to give the
scared missionaries the necessary courage to stay there.
These missionaries go out, we arc told, with their lives in
their hands and their trust in the Lord, and yet they have
more faith in the protection of the old wooden warship
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Afonocacy, with a few Jack Tars aboard of her, th ~
have in the sparrow-watching deity in whose in*jrei e pig,
profess to be working. When the devil shaved

there was great cry and little wool—which descri
missionary business with considerable accuracy, krt
(New York).

Mr. John D. Rockfeller, the Yankee multi-milll d$
whose beastly low-flash oils have caused so many grl o
deaths in this country, lives in the strong and constan” a
of piety, although his enemies call him a robbei »
murderer. This fact was referred to by the Rev', n
Applegarth, pastor of the Euclid Avenue Baptist L . &
Cleveland, Ohio, where the great Rockfeller son' -ered
condescends to worship his Maker. But the
gentleman was not very happy in his language- with
soime peapie,” e said, “ bave charged Mr. Rockfeliex@yi(
stealing the money he has given to the Church, he has vy
on the altar, and has thus sanctified it.” This clumsy-ei ”
raised the dander of its object, and Pastor Applegarth 1a »

lireu UUL U1l Ills JUU. HCAIl tlUIC lie WUHW -- 1
boss he will probably take pains to correct the awk'V
of his eulogy.

Cowper said—

And Satan trembles when he sees
The weakest saint upon his knees.

And a little girl asked her mother what any saint w
sit on Satan’s lap for.

N

Fair fighting in a priest is quite out of the ( Sg]e(
Brute force in its'worst forms, treachery, torture, and n "jte
are their modes of attack. They are always fIylng tier tjieir
flag in non-Popish lands, and yet they are always nrl
deadliest shots just when w'aving the white flag mostos™ fe"

tiously. Where the Boers offend in this respect f°r, are
moments, the priests are always at it. Many thousan
deceived by their white flag, and find it hard to belie'
it is the flag of the assassin, of the worse than Thug. “age
what we want is an army of good men and women to IS

honest warfare upon the priests continually. The best" 0]
will always be found in their own writings, which arc .jOn
absolutely incriminating matter. The wildest imagl jrvfit
combined with the most absolute malignity, can neVer,-r ol
or picture anything more deadly to the priests than u)U gpe
records and publications. And what | wish to seeisa. ju
or society formed for the publication and wholesale o n \ Of
tion of the worst the priests have said of themselves (03
each other. This must be done, for it is either Fop "u&
civilisation. These two cannot live at peace ; Olie fit
conquer the other. Which shall it be ?—Joseph Sy”u"’

“ Liberator" (Melbourne).

Certain collections realising ,¢'3,496 11s. qd. will) by yeS.
of the Roman Catholic Bishops of the Province of -tef
minster, be devoted to the High Altar of the new Westnn”
Cathedral. No end of money is being spent upon thiseal »
It is to be hoped that Freethinkers will remember the »
devolving upon them of being liberal in providing fundL o
the war against the Roman Catholic and all other t°rl
Christian superstition.

f the
The Bishop of Bristol addressed the last contingent 0 .,g
Reservists of the Gloucestershire Regiment on their lea aye
for South Africa. In the name of their country, he
them the blessing of God Almighty. But how did he
it? We should like to hear God Almighty on the point*

John Walsh, residing in the neighborhood of Warrmk-"
is believed by all the men on the farm where Michae
works to be able to bless, curse, or cure with a cross.
the said Michael Fox, havmg been ill for some daj'si a gjs
the said John Walsh to cure him ; and on being refusg. isj,;
favor, the said Michael Fox assaulted the said John * "eei>
for which breach of the peace the said Michael Fox HaSjollt
fined the sum of ten shillings and costs, which he no at
considers a fairly high price for his little outbreak ot r® a,d
ment. We understand that Warrington is in Engla® ’
that this is the nineteenth century.

As it is Told. M

“ Fighting Bob ” Evans dressed in cirisen’s clothes g
went to church one Sunday not long ago. Upon cm
the house of worship he seated himself in a vacant
about midway up the aisle. Soon after a gentleman
lady walked in, and seated themselves in the same
The gentleman looked ugly at Bob, and the lady P, p
turned her back on him. The gentleman stood itas’ | p
he could, and then passed a card over to him, which rf »
follows : “ | pay 2,500 dollars annually for this pew- jgell
glanced at the card, and then passed it back with this "
on the other side : “ You pay too d----- d much.”

”

n
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

§h Dooln(;.flﬁ%thf’f@h%’?e g@haeum Hall, London, W.C. ; 7.30
Hay 27, Manchester.

M, To Correspondents.

a-dC«A]

B Fetff.. WAKRS'S Lecturing Engagements—May 19

kradford _aTi°rth; 21’ Public Hhll> Cal nlrlg Town, 7>
. commun'cations for Mr. C s Watts shoud

rePIyls re illm at 24 Carminia-road, Balham, SW. If a
, etidosed "ure<™a stamped and addressed envelope must be
> 4R . ,

MUWeekly ents*’sheet of the Freethinker shall be sent to

, hanks for your offer to display it.
amakKe ' n your business.

We hope it
dolﬂ&i If it does, drop it,
um, Mr. Foote is very rarely in
. ’\"”snDorhood but he will bear your suggestion in n

* uncock— Miss Vance s sending- the weekly contents-
Hmtﬁtﬁ@r‘@’ ewsagent as desired. We thank you for getting
"seein Offi*es °f Ike Freethinker for chance sale, and for

Vijis ]QPAt i3 lm agam&t ¢ 6 Dnedid Banies.
ﬂ]G nGe Vnu——Thanks See paragraphs and acknowledgment.
"JI'WS ,Pe that the Coming Conference Fund will be

things L'~ [tlany thanks for your very useful batches of
four letter on the *“Religion” controversy is
\ncourse ! anything from your pen is always
we should like to”see your handwriting more

o

5 4uen||,,

I"fLHOf‘SOf reethought verses are more in our way. The

|7 ’\ardly "OP6 are a very hackneyed theme of versifiers. It

a"ess one i,0l*« writing on that subject at this time of da

[°rd OriB:ras something fresh and original to say, or a fres

*oJeL 4 ;"gwt>;0f saying it.

Jhosed to i’ Thanks for the American papers. Always much
near from you, even in this indirect (but useful) way.

€ are obliged v you for
ff*ﬁi’va% g y

th€ bdritbbine
of the Prdne’'Mémorial at New Rochelle, which

-'Vatts ,le VIIdy Presented to us through Mr. Wilmot. M .
A
FJO\\{%tSISVS y Ralso}f]or his copy of same.

«“ ue o o hear from you. §_e_e{_p_§[§ aph. Mr.
Iﬂ? Rnd Eﬁ/ appy to look’you up at Dartmouth it he

°f ere-.Jr 'v*en he next visits dear old Devonshire, the

SrhehaveE Y ahA °f cream-and-rose-faced mditlens Brave

~an. k too. Richard Cadile was a Devon-

K cArorkin °°,Was George Odger, perhaps the most remark-
n NPNs s leac*er of the nineteenth century.

BtchZ rwas born in Ireland, but he is not

sense of the word an Irishman. His father

&a'a to°lJie uartered there at the time. Lord Kitchener

fsoldiean Past Anglian family. Ireland has produced

’\Pembelon’\n Ur\]L without needing to claim what does not

«ooﬁg%ﬁewbﬁ Jatyue. urefér to another,

me or address. It is good of you to say, “
1. Qe"Ves>LfanziI’)mterp|ISe every success Which it certainly
W LRIG]) and bar] wark count for anything.”
Thanks. Always glad to receive cuttings on
o' Te&.Ean\fOuhaia paragraph.
'7 |Ou¥1 segond letter to hand. Orders sent direct
eth OUQ Publishing Company will always have

Il be sept to the newsagent,

R*p

tea| al With it ,Wabduly received, but we have been too busy
kip 1 Carcf'i,*'ving to the illness ot our assistant. We will
Afiuitkle. N 'n a day or two. No doubt it will be very
;é%t'atlons Qi while we are obliged to you for your " con-
b h l@e progress of our work and, as you put it,
\Si,, fs" oftl *ul *ty of the literary material supplled to the
We'SW e SjOurnal'
i S K - tyour letter of thanks on behalfof the
k”0nr  you Ca. Perhaps when the course of lectures is
Vj.T°"'n Word Senc™ U> a brief report of the whole effort in
«i W Len.!!
> Post, dnfSJav our lecture notice last week did not reach us
1j ~ nlorning. The delay may have been in the

*'urPRer Itlatten*” del;iyed.
«1, E r.HoTlcpc
by hr must reach i Stationers’ Hall Court, Ludgate
st post Tuesday, or they will not be inserted.

There has been a great pressure
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Papers Received.—Two Worlds—Science Siftings—Der Arme
Teufel—Reading Observer—Truthseeker (New York)—Brann’s
Iconoclast—Newcastle Weekly Chronicle—El Libre Pensa-
miento—Boston Investigator—Ethical World—Freidenker—
Free Society—Progressive Thinker—New York Sun—New-
castle Morning Mail—Dartmouth Chronicle—East Anglian
Daily Times—Secular Thought—Crescent—Liberator—Isle of
Man Times—Sydney Bulletin.

T he National Secular Society’s office is at i Stationers’ Hall Court,
Ludgate Hill, E.C., where all letters should be addressed to
Miss Vance.

The Freethinker will be forwarded direct from the publishing
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid:—One year,
ios. 6d.; halfyear, 5s. 3d.; three months, 2s. 8d.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by
marking the passages to which they wish us to call attention.

It being contrary to Post-Office regulations to announce on the
wrapper when the subscription expires, subscribers will receive
the number in a colored wrapper when their subscription is
due.

Letters for the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to
1 Stationers’ Hall Court, Ludgate Hill, E.C.

Orders for literature should be sent to the Freethought Pub-
lishing Company, Limited, ! Stationers’ Hall Court, Ludgate
Hill, E.C.

Scale of Advertisements:—Thirty words, is. 6d.; every suc-
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:—One inch,
4s. 6d.; halfcolumn, £1 2S. 6d.; column, £ 25s. Special terms
for repetitions.

Special.

T he National Secular Society’s Annual Conference will
soon be sitting in London. It is a regular Whit-
Sunday fixture. For many years running it has been
held in the provinces. This year it will be held in
London. The business sessions are arranged to take
place in the comfortable Athenteum Hall. The evening
public meeting is to assemble in the handsome Queen’s
(Minor) Hall farther West. By turning to the Con-
ference Agenda on another page of this week’s Free-
thinker, our readers will see that several important
matters are down for discussion. We hope the N. S. S.
Branches all over the country are making arrangements
to be represented at this Conference. We also hope that
many individual Freethinkers will come up and make or
renew acquaintance with their metropolitan comrades.
This year ends the nineteenth century, and the Free-
thought party should be preparing its policy of work
for the twentieth century. Let us all do our utmost in
unison and harmony, and we shall witness a gratifying
progress. Let us meet together at this coming Con-
ference, and take counsel for the mighty future. Friends
who come up from the provinces will find a cordial, an
enthusiastic welcome. London friends will do their
utmost to make their visit as enjoyable as useful.
Come, we say; come for certain. If you miss this
great opportunity”, you will regret it in the days to be.
When the bugle sounds the soldiers of the army of
Freethought should march to the front, to fight in a
holier war than any that ever stained the earth with
blood. G. W. Foote
(President, N. S. S.).

Sugar Plums.

Mr. Foote had a first-rate audience at the Athernuum Hall
on Sunday evening, when he lectured on President Kruger’s
question, “Is there a God ?” Mr. Thurlow, who acted as
chairman, referred to the Secular Society, Limited, which
he described as *“ the President’s successful outflanking
movement against the Christian bigots and their Blasphemy
Laws.” The lecture was highly appreciated by the meeting,
which included a good many strangers. Two gentlemen
availed themselves of the opportunity for discussion. One
of them was a Manchester doctor, who confessed that he
had given up praying himself as useless, and therefore
hypocrisy, but still thought it a good thing for his sisters.
Mr. Foote pointed out that the practice clearly depended
upon their ignorance, in which this gentleman seemed quite
satisfied to leave them. The other opponent said that the
lecturer had dismissed Ghosts too peremptorily, and com-
plained of his indulging in humor on so serious a subject—
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which is a very old and very useless objection, for nobody
minds humor unless it tells against him.

Mr. Foote lectures at the Athenaeum liall again this
evening (May 20), taking for his subject “ The Doom of All
the Creeds.” This is the subject that drew such a capital
audience recently at Canning Town, when Mr. Foote lectured
for the West Ham Branch. No doubt it will attract a good
audience on this occasion also.

Owing to the Labor Demonstration at Manchester being
postponed, in consequence of the weather, until May 20, Mr.
Foote’s lectures in that city, which were fixed for that date,
have been postponed until next Sunday (May 27). This
alteration will prevent his attending the opening ceremony
at the Failsworth Secular Sunday-school. He would have
felt much pleasure in being present, but circumstances now
render this impossible. He hopes that Mr. Watts, Mr.
Gimson, Mr. Gould, and all the local friends will have a good
time, and that the function will be in every was successful.

To-day, Sunday, May 20, Mr. Charles Watts will give two
special lectures at the reopening of the Secular Hall at
Failsworth, which has been enlarged and partly rebuilt.
We shall be glad to hear that the friends from surrounding
districts rallied in good force on this occasion, as the
laudable work being done by the Failsworth Secular Society
deserves hearty support. Mr. Watts will also be present,
and deliver an address, at the tea and social gathering on
the previous evening, Satur day, May 19.

On Tuesday evening, May 22, at 8 o'clock, Mr. Charles
Watts will lecture in the Public Hall, Canning Town, E.,
taking for his subject “ The Defeat of the Cross.”

Intending delegates and visitors to the N.S. S. Conference
on Whit-Sunday should lose no time in communicating with
Miss Vance, the secretary, at 1 Stationers’ Hall Court, London,
E.C., and informing her what sort of accommodation they
will require, and for how long. Some may be staying for a
week, and may desire apartments. All should recollect that
London, owing to its very vastness, is an awkward place to
be seeking proper accommodation in, if it be left till the last
minute. Be in good time, ladies and gentlemen.

Miss Vance, the N.S.S. secretary, ackndwledges the
following fresh contributions to the Conference Fund —
Mrs. Mensbier (£5, S. Hartmann £2, Dr. R. T. Nichols 10s.,
C. Mascall ios., W. Davey 10s., W. Hardakcr £1, Mr. and
Mrs. J. Neate (per Mr. Foote) 5s., R. Axclby is. This makes
a total of £21 ns., received up to date. But as it is a good
jvay yet from the .£50 we ventured to mention as requisite to
show a generous hospitality to the provincial delegates and
visitors, we hope there will be many further subscriptions
coming in during the next week or so.

A luncheon (really a dinner), consisting of soup, fish,
joints, sweets, and cheese, has been arranged for at the
Bedford Head Hotel at 1 o'clock on Whit-Sunday. This
will be an agreeable episode between the morning and after-
noon chapters of the day’s proceedings. Mr. Foote intends
to be at the top of the table—not as carver, oh dear no ! but
to do justice to his own share of the repast, and to sec that
the delegates eat enough to put them in a thoroughly good
temper with themselves and everybody else. By this means
all the business that stands over from the morning session—
generally the biggest part of the Agenda—will be dispatched
with reasonable comfort and celerity in the afternoon.

Mr. Joseph Syines is fighting for Freethought as bravely
as ever at Melbourne, but docs not appear to meet with any-
thing like proper support. In the last number of the Liberator
to hand, dated April 7, we note under a “ Personal ” heading
that for several weeks he had been unable to gel money to
carry on the paper, and “ hundreds of copies were not posted
till late on Saturday for want of stamps.” “ 1 sincerely hope,”
Mr. Symes writes, “ that this state of things is 1I0L going to
last.” So do we. Our far-off friend is getting older, and he
says his wife is wearing herself out in the Freethought cause.
In these circumstances there is a special appropriateness in
the resolution which Mr. Foote intends to move at the
approaching N.S. S. Conference. It would do Mr. Symes a
world of good to take a trip to the old country, and many of
his friends will be very glad to see him again.

Mr. Healord lectured in Victoria Park on Sunday afternoon
to a very large and noisy audience. Five persons came
forward to offer opposition, but the regular practice was
adhered to, and only two of them were allowed to speak.
Mr. Heaford had an easy task to dispose of their criticisms,
although he was hampered all the time by orthodox rowdyism.
Mr. Cohen lectures there to-day (May 20)—Mr. Cohen, the
Atheist, we are asked to say, though somewhat superlluously
in the Freethinker; for the Christians have got a Mr. Cohen
now, a converted Jew—anyhow a Jew.

Mr. Waldron seems to be turning up again in London.
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We understood that he had gone to Oxford in °rjlcj pak
himself for a Church pulpit. But he was in Victo, ukiil
lately, and we arc informed that he was saying \CW yau
things” about us. “ He seems awfully bitter agan putve
our informant says, “ for not debating with him. qj®a
have debated with him, once at New Brompton, an jAjtc
Camberwell. We really don’'t know why we shou

with him again. There are more important matter

ing our attention.

Mr. F.J. Voisey, a veteran and well-known I'rec. go'n
has been elected to fill the vacancy Ol the Dartniou e
Council. Mr. G. N. Philip was his opponent,and t
was a very livelyone. Mr. Philip had the advantage
a big and rather popular employer of labor, and t
tlieologicum was worked against Mr. Voisey f°r a__ yoisg)
worth. But at the close of the poll the figures 'vcr*  iiol

77, Philip 263. There were only three spoiled papc ’dh
couldn't have affected the election; curious!) ™ \for
each of the three wasted votes was recorded (*"eVy is ir
both candidates. It was a close shave, but Mr. *0l
and we congratulate him on his well-won victory.

Mr. J. G. Bartram, secretary of the
Branch, asks in the local Weekly Chronicle
Parsons Debate ?” Mr. Bartram hopes other cPrreJ™ n parf
will give their opinions on this question. For ‘1S, j-|iatte,
he says he has generally found parsons declaring ,usSid-$>
do not see that any good can accrue from such disc ~ ac
and as far as their cause is concerned lie believ* i> Id
more than right. Very unkind, Mr. Bartram, vclj
Telling the truth in this way is almost cruel.

The Boston Investigator reproduces from our cojui a k"

Biblical Museum” catalogue which we reprint
weeks ago from one of our old Special Numbers.
been asked to publish it separately as a leatlet »
distribution, on the ground that its humor would b

Hi-ndl

il
Mr. George Anderson suggests that we shoul[i"@%
“Jack’s Story as a Tract for distribution by._" nldi(
Branches and at open-air meetings. “Few W 0T li«
he says, “ but will enjoy it, and it will set them tn]* v jiti ,
talking o it in their workshops.” Mr. Anders enddg
printed himself some years ago, and has often yo*
copies in his correspondence. He offers to take A jsn
of the new issue. The copy he sends. us, hoWwCv.’ .
perfect. Miss Vance tearnt it for-a readidga long  7e&lF
and she has supplied us with three omitted verse j»
correcting several of those which were included. rSet*
first appeared, we believe, in one of the early nuiiie R. 5> a
Referee, and its author was reputed to be Mr.
That was in his unregencrate (or undegenerate) dy ” fro
he was a good deal of a Radical and something 0 O( Il
thinker ; when, indeed, he did not disdain to lectu tlinj
old North London Branch of the N. S. S. in Claren ~ ai
Pentonville. The poem in question is racy and F ,c N.
makes a capital Tract. We shall therefore n
Anderson’s suggestion and have it reprinted wm
supply of Tracts which we arc contemplating.

The completion of Professor Bury's edition
inspired a laudatory article in the Daily Nevis, e
Mr. Andrew Lang. It would be impossible to

00 highly, and_tle writer does_. -ar.hheve intipsgL
ut fie does not stint his eutogy, %ﬁm‘mg Iie%@é 1
to express a reservation. “liis Christian, or uU; ,du
chaptérs,” lie says, “with-all-their-learningahd UK, fjf
resemble a treatise on music by a man with’n
Stull and nonsense, Mr. Lang—or whoever you
and nonsense 1 This is a very ancient wheeze. yk
are fond of saying that the Atheist is like a liulsirtilc .
color-blind, and it is only a slight change ol r|ejt
liken the Deist to a man who talks of music wiglL, "o, <
for harmony or melody. Really it is a con
begging the question. "And perhaps, after all, whj-uj jji
Christianity—that is, real Christianity—is as dc
older superstition, those chapters and sections OlidO,
dealing with the rise and development of th»e giicl
religion will be reckoned amongst his greatest ach!
k
The Sydney Bulletin, a large and lively iIIustra"gfr&
from which we sometimes reproduce a poem or a \
Aocs not hesitatd ¥ print evap ® hethy- - Wit
number to hand contains a cutting from one ol ” f te'iV
articles ; and as it is brief, we give it again, in O1“ e pjl
what the Bulletin is ready to place before its exteOsl
Here is the extract: “ All gods love flattery,
look at you unless you grovel in the dust. EVEN
Lord’s Prayer, which is supposed to be the Pfrpnls
simplicity and.efficiency, begins with flattery and,
flattery. The practical petition is in the InidoR
meat between the slices of bread in a sandwich.
: e iu, '
We had pleasure in receiving, and have pleasul \\rji
ing (by permission), the following letter from
who is a shareholder in the Freethought Publishing
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"united « “ D
» tionson ~ A - Pray accept my sincere con-
abke heal,, ,on y°ur Iong-delayeda success in obtaining suil-

(ifficultile var ?rs f°f the Freethought movement. Your
? ‘Ui . respect remind me of a very similar
M, Halifax, Nova Scotia, about eleven years ago.
(r(}mm),Q Watts was then editor of Secular Thought
Lan0us subi,.,.t 'vas c’niing to Halifax, N.S., to lecture on
. "aHPublic hall 2onnected with Secularism. Tic engaged a
Sistrongn Ir*aavance, but, on his advertisementappcar-
N ¥le owner« Y as brotéght to bear by the clerical party
Hess su;(,., 1 , hall, and Mr. Watts was compelled to
.Pining. lectUro '10 T aco at the last moment. | attended his
et " .

i o e R R
E/IHWW@VET i« anybody from hearing the other side
PLTEHESHRY | estions.  « The clergy/ said he, -have

1/Or's p, i . eijnand Sunday-schools open from ear'? end
& S « X thegnavoample w____albi o #--flg--
God a|C¥S Hito every household ; they assert, m > atc
nfra-j i"'Shty himself is working with them, and > week !
St uaknv me to address you during one b . 1 own

C f 'rouroftheir own disbelief in the truthl of Uma

C fi,couWhardly be adduced.” 1agree winn youthata™
fuly ' ders 1,1 the Freethought Publishing_Company si o
dZ& up.their shares as early as possible, so | enclose
Wili Or 10s., being the balance due on 1 >

1 A, besl wishesand bright hopes for the success o|U>  /
Ilew'vorfgithfully, G. O. Warren, Mylon \aarag ,

itewSds co"tiuue to send us the names and add[“ shecd.
Wea>?'Us wlil° will display a Freethinker eontents slie

i'ill @l muc*. obliged to them, and we hope " help-
liig U ow their example. This is an cxcellcn > lielp
"c 'I"an uphill fight like ours we need alll 1

oughi . obtain—often a good deal more. _ " ippiu

cuntrvr Pron'Pt fifty of our readers in various p A
of ;ftryl° 8° straight away and get the names and addresses

> , nowis Kitwsatpetile- Hurry up, please. As the Bible
ciiaccppted time. Don't trust to that stupid

tn!' " 'sherrpV*' "'s better late than never. What truth there
fClidered. y ovcrshadowed by the procrastination it has

S

onSers tilal other, newsagents still tell Freethought
lirst18 journ-ii Vley cail't afford to take any more copies
Qp ."rtiber of 1 Vley have orders for. Ever since the
litii  -their- r e ~,veihinker was printed we have always

returns r UWJ" hnlo or return.” Of course, there is a
"lloz"We sell or,wc ca|niot afford to print twice as many
1**0. Win ' but a reasonable number has always been

°rreraldi °U Ir'cilds kindly impress this fact upon care-
arant newsagents ?

retiQ]
llal Secular Society’s Annual Conference.

Londux : Whit-Sunuav, June 3, iyoo.

t M AGENDA.
pv u iast Conference.
3- s Annual Report. By President.
4, c. |C|Ui0“ of Report.
5 Ur_1C|aI 1?‘ePorI.
ectio,, . .
of Presidelit.

Thai'G] by Finsbury and Birmingham Branches:
lithg * - W. Foote be re-elected President.” ,

0" of Vice-Presidents.

I (“I The following arc nominated b> the k x e e
El «melection : Din T. R. Allinson Gcoige A dereon,

ﬁ?ﬁ?er A'&niq Brown, C. Cohen, Wi'Vi Colli _ J+_
rlealV “order, j, Girange, T. §aiiiat, §. Xarumaaon,
,-M. p,U. ™ Moss, James Neale, J. Partridge,
1,uw8er, f'nCi;.C-1>kg, W. Pratt, E. W. Quay, Victor
}e Spivyr v.AN'dgwayl, A% iRdb@ittson, 1F. Sctealiar, W
;J?Li%eu,"v- *J- Stacc, Joseph Symes, T. Thurlow, J.

3 i\On.* * M. Vaoneg, . ein) el afts.
. 4{(:{”‘"5‘?}%! Hﬁﬁ%rming am r?ﬁ@éqn : g‘lf.
Pie, ood.
Ction of Heforary Secretary.
.“w fe byExecutive, supported by Manchester Branch :
U 1%ct]|‘pfbe / @P@'@W SecieitirysHip lie aboligeid
Mdion ° J%onorary Treasurer,

"Oleetej /  Executive : That Mr. S. Hartmann be
T fife honorary Treasurer.”

0 s tuwu ofAudito.s.
fOotfc' [Eiit rc Secular Society, Limited, by Mr. G. Y.

(@) Motion by the Executive : “ That the Secular
Society, Limited, be strongly commended to the support
of Freethinkers as a sound and secure instrument for
realising legacies and bequests, as well as receiving and
holding donations, for the propagation and maintenance
of Secularism ; and that Freethinkers be earnestly
invited to become members of this Incorporation, and
to remember its claims if possible in their wills.”

11. Motion by the Executive —

“ That this Conference, being the first assembled since
the death of Colonel Ingcrsoll, desires to place on record
its intense admiration of his genius and character, and
its recognition of the immense service his life and
eloquence rendered to the Freethought cause throughout
the civilised world ; and that a copy of this resolution
be forwarded to Mrs. Ingcrsoll and the Frccthouglit
press in America.”

u. Motion by Derby Branch :(—

“That, as a state of war unhappily exists between
Great Britain and the South African Republics, this
Conference deplores that the points of difference between
the belligerents were not submitted to Arbitration.”

13. Motion by Mr. C. Cohen -—

“That, in view of the forthcoming School Board
Elections for London, this Conference urges upon all its
members who are resident in the metropolis to do all
that lies in their power to secure pledges in favor of
purely Secular Education from such candidates as receive
their support, and instructs the Executive to take all
possible steps by means of the distribution of literature
and otherwise to educate the electorate 0l this all-
important question.”

14. Motion by Mr. Charles Watts :—

“That in view of the fact that the objects of the Secular
Society, Limited, are practically the same as those of the
National Secular Society, it would be advisable to elicit
the opinion of the party as to the advisability, or other-
wise, of transferring the functions of the N. S. S. to the
Incorporated Society, in order to secure greater simplicity
and unity of operations.”

15. Motion by Mr. G. W. Foote :(—

“ That this Conference regrets tolearn that Mr. Joseph
Symes has been obliged to postpone his intended visit to
England indefinitely, and that the Executive be authorised
to raise a Special Fund to facilitate his visit in case of bis
being able to surmount the noil-financial difficulties in the
way of his temporarily leaving Australia.”

16. Motion by Manchester Branch :—

“That N.S. S. Branches be-advised to purchase, as
far as funds will allow, all the standard Freethouglit
work's as they are published, with a view' to forming the
nucleus of a good Library, or adding ~o the usefulness
of existing Libraries.”

17. Motion by Birmingham Branch —

“ That the Executive provide and pay the expenses of
speakers for a Freethought Demonstration to be held in
the Birmingham Town Hall on Sunday, October 21, 1900,
the local Branch meeting the other expenses incurred ;
and that other Branches, where practicable, be given
opportunities to organise similar Demonstrations on the
same lines.”

The Conference will sit in the Athemcum Hall, 73 Tottenham
Court-road, London, W. ; the morning session lasting from
10.30 to ie.30, and the afternoon session from 2.30 to 4.30.
A public meeting will be held in the evening al 7.30 in the
Queen’s (Minor) Hall, Langham Place. The President of
the N.S.S. will occupy the chair on each occasion. A
luncheon for provincial delegates and visitors will be provided
at 1 o’clock at the Bedford Head Hotel, Tottenham Court-road.

By order of the Executive,
G. W. Foote, President. 1
E. M. Vance, Secretary.

Executive Meetings of N.S.S.

List oe Attendances from June, 1899, to May, 1900.
Number of Meetings summoned, //.

President:—G. W. Foote, attended 14.

Vice-Presidents:—E. Bater, attended 14; C. Cohen, 10;
R. Border, o; T. Gorniot, 7; S. Hartmann, 7; V. Roger,
5; F. Schallcr, 7; 1Il. J. Stace, o; G. J. Warren, 5; C.
YVatts, 12 ; A. Brown, 1 ; \W. Heaford, 13 ; J. Neate, 13 ;
T. Thurlow, 13 ; A. B. Moss, 10 ; E. W. Quay, 9.

Branch Delegate: —Finsbury, attended 14 ; N.W. Londoip,
4 ; West London, 9; Battersea, 5; East London, 3 ; Bethnal
Green, 10 ; Camberwell, 10; West Ham, 9.
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A Letter to a Theist.

My Dear Sir,—

Let me thank you for your courteous consideration,
for your kind letters, and for your Theistic tracts. 1
find, however, that | cannot accept Theism. Absolute
Agnosticism, with no intermediate Theistic steps, alone
satisfies me. The Deity whom you depict in your
attractive way is, to me, an unreal, imaginary being.
Nor could | regard him as benevolent or good, were
he real. According to your theories, he is the actual,
responsible author of evil, pain, and suffering, per-
mitting them to exist for beneficent ends ; albeit, the
means employed are execrable.

You speak of his heart and fatherly compassion ; of
his longing to bring us all “ nearer to himself,” though
the approach lie through misery, grief, and bitter pain ;
that all this is, presumably, for our final spiritual good
and advancement. You think that, if he could exercise

his sovereignty and control human action, it would
abolish human liberty and free will. You extol the
valuable experience gained through disasters. To me,

“Via Crucis, via lucis” is not a truth. Your reason-
ing, pardon me for saying, appears specious ; for, if
any power by divine feat can annihilate evils, it is
bound to do so. Why should humanity plunge on to
ruin and misery for the sake of a lesson, or not to
thwart man’s free will? Truly, the work of your
Deity, your Theos, is indeed imperfect and incomplete,
as you aver. To me his existence is a myth. | cannot
revere a Deity that does not stop a famine in India, or
floods in China, or wars, calamities, cyclones, cruelties,
oppressions, etc., etc., elsewhere. “ He sitteth above
the waterflood ; he remaineth a King forever.” Would
it not be well for him to come down from over the water-
flood and exercise his marvellous kingliness in behalf of
suffering humanity? To me, divine glory would manifest
itself in human good and happiness, in means of bless-
ing, help, and power extended to all. Is not this the
right conception of a “ good God " ?

Alas ! the facts of life contradict belief in such a
deity. Multitudes live wretchedly and perish miserably ;
indescribable calamities, afflictions, and misfortunes
occur, and there is no intervention by any supernal
being. There seems to be no care and no concern.
This is a poor way of drawing us “ nearer to himself.”
You say that wedo not always know what is forour good,
or what is for the best. But we do know what is to our
harm and unhajjpiness, and what is for the worst. If
there is any power that can prevent this and does
not, what shall we call this apathy but criminal
indifference ?

But | prefer not to make any accusations against such
a Power or being, believing it to be a fiction. | regard
it as the creation of human minds which originally
sought an object of worship above them, and out of
their superstitions, fancies, aspirations, and a credulity
fostered by more cunning minds, invented and con-
structed an imaginary divinity. A class of ambitious
persons arose which took the cultus of this religion and
its ceremonies as their special trade or profession. And
so all religion has developed, in each of its varying
forms, throughout the whole world.

We have no communication with your Theistic deity.
W e hold no tangible communion or converse with him.
He does not approach or influence us. *“ Self-consecra-
tion ” to this nonentity seems absurd. Hoping to live
and dwell forever with it, or being “ inspired ” by it
here, appears to me preposterous. It has no more con-
sistency or consciousness than a cloud. It is vague,
vapory, and unreal. So it seems to me.

That there is an eternal energy in nature, a primal
impersonal force in the universe, “ without body, parts,
or passions,” as saith the first Article of the Prayer
Book, | am not inclined to deny. But we know,
certainly, nothing whatever about it. We have no
certitude of information. We see results from causes ;
we witness the operations of laws. What is behind it
all we know not. “ This is the door to which | found
no key.” It is a vast, impenetrable, unfathomable
mystery. No true light has ever yet been shed on it by
any one, for it is the unknowable.

“ Sin,” therefore, can have no relation with this
unknown force, since no positive moral law has ever
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proceeded from it. Moral law is a purely isit
duct founded on necessity or experience. N

infallible, nor unchangeable. Being a thing 0 sa
definitions, and determined by human regu'a!l tade

social requirements, it is not absolutely imm -icst
Sin, according to theologians, is an offence » »
God. Would it not be better to say that it ~ uddl
infraction of positive right, the commission of un p gt
harm and injury; manifest, undeniable wrong' §
yet again it may be an infringement of social ec ™~
arbitrarily declared to be moral, and which may
not be absolutely right and true. *“ Immutable *
principles ” of to-day may not always be so re&
and are subject to modification and change. ueO
And the future existence you refer to | am u Hili)S
accept. Death seems the natural, inevitable Nir
tion to all lives, and their appropriate conclusio > Q)
“ finis.” Therefore | do not look for any jie*jsC jjoka
or resurrection, or further continuance. “ The. fab
that once has blown, forever dies.” Sometimes ~
prematurely, as death is often apparently Pre”™ |i

and unwelcome ; but, like other facts, has .ggd
accepted. But death, at the end of a long hfe> A jjfeis
natural and welcome. The individuality of j*1  flp

laid aside for ever, for the period of that life tij

New leaves may appear on the Tree of Ex*¢*0. §$

they are not the old ones, which are fa*

withered and dead evermore. \nei”
If there are those who are comforted and 1 ?

a belief in a future life, | would not wish .~S
away that hope or that comfort, though to me
not seem credible. N vidl

Thanks for your gracious, kindly interest an

meant efforts. But | feel secure on the

rock” of Reason; | am happy in clear, NBHN
intelligence, and | am, as | believe, thoroughly
pated in mind.—Very respectfully yours, T mil.

A Seeker after *

A Hopeless Case.

He was just a common sinner,
But he’d buy a tramp a dinner,
An’ he'd sort o’ try to put him on his feet ¢
An’ a feller might be needy,
An’ his ralment worn and seedy,
Yet he'd stop an’ visit with him in the stree'1

He made no ado about it—
Wouldn’t brag around ner shout it,
Yet he did a heap to help his fellow men ;
When he'd find a fallen brother,
In some easy way er other,
He would made him organise himself aga>

He had money, an’ he spent it,
Er he give away er lentit; rot;
Seemed ez if the more he lost the more he &
Made all sorts o’ big donations,
Helped support his poor relations,
An’ he bought a orphan school, a house, ad

Jo

Never heard o’ him a-shoutin’,
Ner a-settin’ 'round a-spoutin’
'Bout the everlastin’ wickedness o’ things ,
But he just went on a fmdin’
Deeds to do an’ never mindin’
Much about a crown er harp with golden

Yet the deacon’s folks—it's very
Hard to say it—they was merry
When at last death came an’ caught him Ifl
Fer they knowd the devil got 'im,
An’ it served him right, dod rot ’im !
Fer he never had united with the church-

1 ]

ff&
[The above verses were written by David S. Browth-fO'
and refer to the late Colonel Ingersoll. They are
from the New York Truthseeker.]

A
Get your newsagent to take a few copies of th@ t|I3t
nd try to sell them, guaranteeing to take the cop*®s it /
nsold. Talke an extra copy ¢or more), and circuit g
KA acquaintances. Leave a copy of the Freethin*er
en in the train, the car, or the omnibus. Display» °c01\/e\{p
layed, one of our gemtents-sheets, which are of a
ize for the purpose. - Miss Vance will send"thém 8 A%:?G
ret your newsagent to exhibit the Freethinker in the
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Correspondence.
THE WORD “ RELIGION.”
( TO TIIE EDITOR OF “ TIHE FREETHINKE...

is not quite fair to Mr. Gould. The

1noraiit Put forward “ the novel doctrine that justice and
lotthet i re, du*e different now-a-days.” The statement was
ard " iust'SHC» changed, but that the words “ morality ”
Wichio !“ ' chan [ significance--ah fact
is _ea\M"%U’énﬂf moral evolution would care to deny._ It
fispl M5 furA the laugh  against anyone by a little
Irvittins?m™ on such as that which “ Chilpenc  has
o fapefpg stiowred himself to employ, but we ought not
Virile« i % *hp ethical quality of a eriticism—that is, its
5> fH%ﬁf[] h¥ss, usefulnesst etc.—lIs usually of much

5 hGagiGance than an intellectual brilliancy which will

tigati?n-

i%%whglﬁlcqoaﬁéis?ency in Mr. Gould’'s use of the word
Inexcusabl m two different senses, it is by no means of an
A rin |, or fraudulent nature, since he never leaves a
te oubt as to which sense he intends. In some cases
tﬂaﬂ}l easily avoid using the word in its commonly-
dhics. sense, which implies supernaturalism as a basis ol
. .In other cases he uses the word in an im-

enenCe MDEIO)
Aodestflgather jHan strict consistency, usually prompts and
Sir frean-eVolution ° f language.  Words continually change
Wl SuiltngV°r add new meanings to the old one, and we
l.eteenth .'enumerable inconsistencies like Mr. Gould’s.
'WdigingrtUry Englishmen employ the word * liberal”
£ W. senses, while America developes a third mean-
& toco?ﬁ% not>however, trouble to expose and condemn
“figrgit  Istoncy of people who use the word in these
H 3 - g0 wnli tHR WaHD « seeukdr,” wibich we
a"aiary and _tIn™ to ourselves. . Using the word its
Reddy-  Proper meaning derived from seculum, an age,
th'3ea'lS  the “ secular” degradation of the rocks,
ifnged agesreS' the wearing away_ of rocks during pro-
UPtosentiy h we should not ridicule his inconsistency
cerical 116 s10u'd speak of “ secular garb ” as opposed to
m~0 ands ° Stu®e, nor even if he proceeded still further, as
edo>lisecuf0 »  “ secular” literature, the “ secular ” move-
*Ndent ofa) t.ProPaganda, “ secular” societies, etc., 88 the
'nst Sn at ac.tive warfare against theological doctrines and
tv'l that h-HStlt'on *n general. 'We should not proceed to tell
fn ‘nS aw 'hereby taught that unclerical or anti-theological
> V\My of the rocks was the source of the strata which
pgd §uper_ficial portion of the earth’s crust.  Neither
totures J that his secninr crarh must hft as old as the fossils
" the”’s ?n>or that’it~was&freethought clothing, or that it
Off. Sarb of pn «—'--.iastic not bound by monastic vows,
ficer who superintended the choir—
1Uouif'“,, secular” has at least five distinct meanings.
?aonsa follows the example of many others, who, for due
Jeligion ,?Kned, deliberately and intentionally use the word
¢ t° MHBInTTGi ~ eSt B¥ISE WHIEH has ydt evolvedlithalf fidith
s -cule' 've twit him with inconsistency, we ought also
cijlar.”  rselves for affixing a new meaning to the word

UieNly byl ~Pes °f thought and disposition would benefit
terd°re cont* .understanding and sympathy. Many of
comnca'theo] FUcCtive and less argumentative members of
Sy-Mled ~togical and anti-theological party feel almost
‘Tin fOr retain a word which to them has become a
aRl ry:rilOrai emotion and earmestness—ifor all that is

*te the “ an™ .no™ e a°d true,.. They commonly desire
At- 6F Y F@ligil@[]@’?work (orihugeéié! and mo WOHR,
tor:ili :.ftraitest sect of Secularistic orthodoxy would
the" y Whieh religious organisations_endeavor. to
}?hgért%mnd thereby' to v%n them to particular

of "'V wSchool, atheistic religionists diligently carry on
dip-too . , ai?d °ther social work of a kind for which we
17hl, d cr>tical or fault-noticing turn of mind
i'Hgj Vaiuables VGS nol: acaPted. Their constructive work is
stpfiya’itnd f believe that in time it will capture ten

U tfipStoaciou] berents toou_rﬁartyasouroyvn more polemical
alh; "Ord to niethods, which are “ offensive ” in both senses
LR- , as merlnany ybo constitutionally dislike disputes of
Poo - We slle Jangling, bitterness, and unprofitable strife.
Nibble, anj°uu widen our party and our portals as far
~clgelar views narr’w them by insistence on our own
"htly , rather should heartily welcome and willingly
C' HillardWor]!-In berate and dishearten and alienate the
bdipE cta “. ,.!'InS Secularists who are endeavoring to

r systernlOn ” humanity to take the place of the
a th» Past* The means of uniting and
n A  Party are 'much more worthy of our atten-

I cantoRy” js ans of dividing it. Rejection of the term
a See. jilc-an essential point in Secularism, so far as

Is ?ature wA\Hal. considerations and the tendencies of

. >e Infiuence the evolution of the meanings of
&ndd 1 ccdl @2 Powerfully than a logical accuracy' and
Qoy ,ratore ;s ?ctness and consistency for which average
~b'Ppel ¢ Ut Poorly fitted, though it may be far more

In other directions, as in the feelings and
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affections which are most essential to human happiness and
social welfare. The word “ religion ” may possibly triumph
in the end, so that Secularism may be ranked as a religion
(just as atheistic Buddhism already is, though some protest
that it is only a philosophic system of morals); and it may also
rule mankind from the pulpit in the guise of religion, for the
Churches will draw nearer and nearer to Secularism without
discarding all their old banners. The path of social evolu-
tion is usually along the line of least resistance ; and there
will be less resistance in proportion as the powerful spell of
the old time-honored names and phrases can be retained.

If we do our best to appreciate each other’s views and
needs, it seems to me that the present dispute would be
settled by allowing the use of the word “ religion ” in both
senses, just as we allow ourselves the use of the word
“secular” in several senses. Harmony and co-operation
would thus be promoted, and equal rights would be enjoyed
by both sections of our party ; for the Secularistic religionists
would of course perfectly understand and tolerate our use of
the word in its more widely-established meaning, and would,
as Chilperic has shown, often use the word in this sense as
well as in the reformed sense which they also desire to express
by the same word. o W. P. Balli.

P.S.—Concerning Mr. Ryan’s letter, which has appeared
since the above was written, | may observe that the fact that
“ nine out of ten ” attach a theological as well as a moral
significance to the word “ religion” is not so decisive as it
seems at first sight. “ Nine out of ten ” attach an immoral
and degrading sense as well as an anti-theological signi-
ficance to the words “ aflieist,” “ freethinker,” “irreligion,”
etc., but somehow we of the minority do not feel in the
slightest degree bound by their opinion. Nine out of ten
call mere doggerel “ poetry,” but the one out of ten is quite
justified in disregarding their verdict. Mr. Gould, of course,
holds that he is right, although his party is at present in a
minority. Even the majority who are against him often
support his view to a certain extent, for when they say that a
person is “ truly religious ” they mostly mean that he is truy
benevolent in his actions and thoroughly upright in all his
dealings. So far as | can see, the majority welcome the
view put forth by St. James in the Bible itself, that “ true
religion” consists in alleviating human suffering.—W. P. B.

OBJECTIONABLE RELIGION.
TO TIIE EDITOR OF “ TIE FREETHINKER.”

sir,—Mr. Gould’s reply only makes matters worse. He
has defined “ religion” as being a certain thing, and yet
directly the word is used in composition he says he under-
stands it as meaning something else. The obvious inference
is that his definition is wrong.

To us, the distinction between religion and theology is of
as little importance as the difference between wood and
timber, or between tweedledum and tweedledee. “ Religion ”
is a recognised label for a certain thing ; and this hankering
after other people’s labels savors of a direct infraction of the
Tenth Commandment.

“Theology,” as its etymology clearly indicates, deals with
what is surmised about a deity, or deities. “ Religion,” on
the other hand, is a system of faith and worship. Webster
very aptly shows that theology is the objective state, and
religion the subjective. As Mr. Gould does not recognise
any deities, he has nothing to have faith in, and nothing to
worship ; consequently, he can have no religion.

I am not prepared to admit that “ religion ” has, or ever
did have, any ethical sense or meaning. No standard English
writer has used the word “ religion ” ethically, except with the
implied assumption that ethics are bound up with the recog-
nition of a deity ; and | am sure Mr. Gould will repudiate
any such implication.

We all have the greatest admiration for Mr. Gould’s learn-
ing, and his work for Freethought ; and this makes one the
more surprised at his championing such a confusion of
thought as this about the word “religion.” We are con-
tinually meeting with persons who profess to have abandoned
theology, but to have preserved religion ; but directly they
begin to define what they have preserved it is evident that it
is not religion, but something entirely different. The English
language is copious enough to express any reasonable senti-
ment ; and there is not the slightest necessity to depart from
the good old rule of calling a spade a spade, or an egg an

egg. Ciiilperic.

This is how a Methodist preacher in a Canadian pulpit
reached the end of his brimstone appeal: “ Hades, my friends,
is a horrible place which has been chosen by an all-powerful
providence for the punishment of sin. Imagination cannot
conceive its dismal, gruesome, smoky horrors. Fiends of
various shapes assail unhappy victims ; the torture of heat
prevails in all its awful intensity; volumes of smoke, as
heavy as mighty mountains, hang over the writhing multi-
tudes and shut out every ray of light, every glimpse of heaven.
In short, this awful place, in many respects, resembles South
Africa.” After which there were 352 conversions.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

[Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday,
and be marked “ Lecture Notice," i f not sent on post-card. ]

LONDON.

The Athenahim Hall (73 Tottenham Court road, W .): 7.30,
G. W. Foote, “ The Doom of All the Creeds."

East London Ethical Society (78 Libra-road, Old Ford, F..):
7, Mr. Newcontbe, " Marcus Aurelius.”

North London Ethical Society (Leighton Hall, Leighton-
crescent, Kentish Town): 7, Harry Snell, " Town Life and Civic
Duties.”

South London Ethical Society (Masonic Hall, Camberwell
New-road): 7, Dr. Washington Sullivan, “ Goethe’s Faust.”

Open-air Propaganda.

Station-road (Camberwell): 11.30, W. J. Ramsey.

Brockwell Park: 3.15, W. J. Ramsey; 6.30, F. A. Davies.

Peckham Rye : 3.15, F. A. Davies.

Battersea Park Gates: 11.30, A lecture.

West Ham Branch (Stratford Grove): 7.30, C. Cohen.

Hyde Park (near Marble Arch): 11.30, A lecture.

KtLBURN (corner of Glengal-road): 7.15, A lecture.

Hammersmith (back of Lyric Theatre): 7.15, A lecture.

Victoria Park (near the Fountain): 3.15, C. Cohen.

Edmonton (corner of Angel-road): 7, E. Pack.

S. L. E. S. (Brockwell Park): 3.13, Mr. Newland.

Clbrkenwkli. Green : 11.30, R. P. Edwards.

Finsbury Park s 3.30, R. P. Edwards.

Mile End Waste: 11.30, C. Cohen ; 7, R. P. Edwards.
23, at 8.15, R. P. Edwards.

Limehousr (comer of Salmon’s-lane) : 11.30, Arthur B. Moss.
May 22, at 8.15-, A lecture.

KingslaND (corner of Ridley-road) : 11.30, W. Heafnrd.

COUNTRY.

Birmingham Branch (Prince of Wales Assembly Rooms):
7, Debate between G. Tooth and H. Percy Ward on “ Can Social-
ism Benefit the People?" Open-air, at 11, in the Bull Ring, and
every Wednesday and Friday, H. Percy Ward.

Chatham Secular Society (Queen’s-road, New Rrompton):
2.45, Sunday School: 7, S. E. Easton, "Is the Bible Man’s
Highest Guide to Morality?”

Glasgow (110 Brunswick-street): 12, Discussion Class—Busi-
ness Meeting ; 6.30, A lecture..

Liverpool (Alexandra Hal!l,Islington-square): 7, A lecture.

Manchester Secular Hall (Rusholme-road, All Saints):
7, A lecture.

Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockingham-
street): 7, A lecture on “ Progress.”

South Shields (Captain Duncan’s Navigation Schools, Market-
place) : 7, A reading.

May

Lecturers’ Engagements.

C. Cohen, 17 Osbhorne-road, High-road, Leyton.—May 20, a.,
Victoria Park; e., West Ham. 27, m., Kingsland ; a., Victoria
Park ; e., Mile End. 30, Mile End. June 3, Conference. 10,
m., Clerkenwell Green ; a., Finsbury Park; e., West Ham.

Arthur B. Moss, 44 Credon-road, London, S.E.—June 17, e,
Stratford. 24, m., Camberwell ; a., Peckham Rye.

H. Percy Ward, 2 Leamington-place, George-street, Balsall
Heath, Birmingham.—May 20, Birmingham. 27, Northampton.
June 10, Birmingham. 17, Northampton. July 1, Birmingham.
15, Northampton. 22, Birmingham.

F. A. Davies, 65 Lion-street, S.E.—May 20, a., Peckham Rye ;
e., Brockwell Park. 27, m., Westminster.

R. P. Edwards, 48 Woodsfock-road, Shepherd's Bush.—May
20, Clerkenwell Green ; a., Finsbury Park ; e., Mile End. 27, m,,
ITyde Park ; a., Peckham Rye ; e., Brockwell Park.

POSITIVISM.

“Reorganisation, without god or hing, by the systematic
worship of Humanity.”

Information and publications on the Religion of Humanity
may be obtained free on application to the Church of
Humanity, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

TANTON, the People’s Dentist, 335 Strand (opposite Somerset
House). TEETH on VULCANITE, 2s. 6d, each ; upper or
lower set, £1. Best Quality, 4s. each; upper or lower, £ 2.
Completed in four hours when required ; repairing or alterations
in two hours. If you pay more than the above, they are fancy
charges. Teeth on platinum, 7s. 6d. each ; on 18 ct. gold, 15s.;
stopping, 2s. 6d. ; extraction, is. ; painless by gas, 5s.

THE FREETHINKER.

May 20,

Price 2d., by post 2j£d.; yearly subscription (including
ments), 2s. 8d.

THE LITERARY GUIDE

AND RATIONALIST REVIEW.
The May Number Contains:—

The War Cloud and the Silver Lining. Charles T.
The Horror of Chamwood Forest. F. J. Gould.
Destroying and Building. Frederick Ryan.
Devout Women. Morgan Argles.

Death. W. A. Leonard.

Dr. Cams Belligerent.

Evolution in the Light of Statistics.

The Opening Years of Life.
From Fetichism to Positivism.
The Trail of Ecclesiasticism.
The Evolution of a Child-soul.

Got*

Etc., etc.,elc.

The previous number ofthe Literary Guidewent rapidly
the supplement containing a summary by Mr. Joseph . 1|

of Professor Haeckel's new work being greatly inc , jitU*
lias been reprinted as a penny leallet, and copies nw)
obtained of the publishers. j-ps

London: Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-sir*-"'

In two volumes, hound in cloth, the whole of

Charles Watts's Pamphlets
NOW IN PRINT.

Vol. 1., price 3s. 6d. post free. ™

i
Contents: -The Claims of Christianity Examined—'Y 1SRIiti: ?
Political and Social Reformer?—Is there a Life Beyond lje, //
Evolution and Special Creation—The Death of Chrfst W Y& gmq
—Education : True and False—Christianity and Civilisati™ .
Morality—The Secularist’'s Cetechism—Secularism : Its
Social Problems of the Day—Bible Morality—The Existed

— Qointc Tnil TYiceris/lll nhif* HTncfice F,f DViriRtilTI

Vol. 1l., price 4s. 6d. post free-

€ontents:—TFhe Feachings of-SecularismGompared with
—Nature and the Supernatural—The Glory of Unbeltel"?: turel
Destructive and Constructive—Christianity : Its Origin, . rir
Infiuence — Theological Presumption — Agnosticism ani  in/ |
Theism—Christianity Defective and Unnecessary—Happnlt\j-ildis
and Misery in Heaven—A Reply to Father Lamberts "y
Infidels—A Debate with the Editor of the Halifax (N.S.) °

London : Charles Watts, 17 Johnson's-court, Fleet-strC

J1

THE BEST BOOK

ON NEO-MALTIIUSIANISM IS, | BEL,! | V
TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND P™A
OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.
By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L.,, M.V.S.,, M.N.S-§ ~

rdo pages, with portrait and autograph, bound in cloth, S|
Price is., post free. (@

In order to bring the information within the reach o';'ne‘ 0
most important parts of the book are issued in a paiup ~
pages at one penny, post free 2d. Copies of the P3

distribution is. a dozen post free. flE
The National Reformer of September 4, 1892, 0

Holmes’ pamphlet......is an almost unexceptional state ™ "|ti

Neo-Malthusian theory and practice....... and throughf S

to moral feeling...... The special value of Mr. Holmes'

the Neo-Malthusian cause and to human well-being & rnt
just his combination in his pamphlet of a_plain s*atfilaf) "
physical and moral need for family limitation with a pYiH1
of the means by which it can be secured, and an

cerned of the requisites at the lowest possible prices* jNfc
The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr.
Allbutt, and others, have also spoken of it in very b01

The trade supplied by R. Forder, 28 Stonccutter-slre
E.C. Other orders should he sent to the author,

J. R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAGE O

Thwaiies’ Liver Pills*

The Best Family Medicine In the World. WiI|FI‘fe
Kidney, and all Stomach Diseases effectually. pifL

Good for Heart Troubles and Cardiac Compl*l'0® . f
Ailments, Anremia, etc. is. i'id. and 2s. pd. per
free, 14 or 33 stamps. Directions with each box-

G. THWAITES, Herbalist, Stockton-on T6
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CHEAP BOOKS FOR FREETHINKERS

( Continued from p. 320)¢

. s. d.
THE EVOLUTION OF CHRISTIANITY, histriai for 2 6
Abold and able Rationalist work. It was quotcd >, Blasphemy” in the Court of
Queen’s Bench before Lord Coleridge. Postage 4a.
THE OUTCAST. By WIN\MOOD READE N 1 6
A Freethought novel by tho_aceompbshe an u recognised by Darwin, Freeth\?rlfl?gr\gloggn 2:?1d§highls%c§>r;
BN S serthEe B53LRGGENt by [EHEIRG 't to their friends, o - ge 3d.
E:
ssarsr towards a critical method. Byjohn m.robertson. 2 6

er*son s admirers will be anxious to obtain this book when they hear that it contains some of his best
Novell™* ,, s'des a hundred pages devoted to “ Science in Criticism,” there are special essays on “ Mr. Howell's
s, Mandeville¥ “ Fable of the Bees," and “ The Art of Tennyson.” Postage 4d.

ESS‘\)\E ON SOCIALISM. By ANNIE BESANT. 6
hen in the first ardor of Mrs. Besant's conversion to Socialism from Bradlaughiait Radicalism. Contains essays
?n The Evolution of Society,” " Modern Socialism,"” " Why | am a Socialist,” ” Radicalism and Socialism, and
Dio Socialist Movement." Postage 2d.
VOIT'AIRE. By J. M. WHEELER. 0 G

Asketch of Voltaire's Life and Works by the late Sub-editor of the Freethinker, with a commendatory Introduction
? ? »w - Foote, a Portrait of (lie famous lleresiarch, and typical extracts front lus writings, rite only thing ot
10kind in English. Published in 1894 at is. in paper covers. Postage id.

Qrifffin j'
i, I -Jnr <My of the above Boohs must be sent direct to the Freethought Publishing Company, Limited,
it fj > Bull @utuit, juondon, E.C.. Theprices are met, ana no redoction is alloined & the Tmade. ©rders
Mcc AJ'n~°f f>t soill be sent carriage paid. Smaller orders must be accompanied by postage as well as the

i the Booh.

PECULIAR PEOPLE.

An Open i.ettcr to Air.Justice Wills
On his sentencing- Thomas Gkorc,f Senior to Four Months’

A Chance for Freethinkers.

DR. E. J. DILLON’S Imprisonment with Hard Labor for Obeying the Rible by not
SC . calling in a Doctor to his Sick Child.
ePtics of the Old Testament. By G. W. FOOTE,
"R if. pp. Price One Penny.

‘Hpnall c°Pics of this important and interesting work, o o
~h, o] "“Hslied at 7s. 6d. net, are now offered at 3s. 6d. London : The 'zrgg?iglr‘]ge?;, 'E’S:'g‘;ﬂ?tcgnépany' Limited,
rena; j P°st free 3s. iod. These copies are a “salvage LT

T from the fire at the publisher’s, and very slightly
in Measure Yourself.

,n°t *nside. The book deserves a place &
11 tile QierS *Dcnries, and will certainly increase in value Sh
St (0 Irse °f time. Orders, with remittance, should he :; % .
L . LOUNGE COAT. @ EI
Freethought Publishing Co., Limited, & E
1 Stationers’ Hall Court, E.C. Inches. 0 o a8
Square Cut in Front or GO i g&
Rounded Corners................ ) G
NOW READY. Length of Waist.. © -)EO([
o Full length of Coat.. . Iy
Half width of back................ m'
A NEW Edltlon Centre of back to elbow........ 0 @J f
Centre of hack to full length * 3
oF of sleeve ...t s t 0
3 Round chest, close to arm- a 3
I N G E RSO L I_ S pits, over vest, not coat ..... | 0
Round waist, over vest ......... Ll A S
1 1 1}
N'STAKES OF MOSES. .
S_
e,y printed on good paper and bound in slifi paper covers. VEST. Inches ¥g U) c& bE
Price One Shilling. Centre of back to opening..... i 5 U .39 ®n3
Centre of back to full 0 h é h
e length ..o e ;
P,  Also an Edition de Luxe Bound chest overvest s & td & ° %
on Shiperfine Paper and Elegantly Bound in Cloth. S%:igg g\g’lsitf \?evsetr i\éets(;[ havi® t g>
Price Half-a-Crown. collar or not.....ccccveciiiinnee =< >
0
ne rreethought Publishing Company, Limited, 2 a U
h o 1 Stationers’ Hall Court, E.C. TROUSERS £ ¢ V) &
Inches. &{ﬁ
UF WALES ASSEMBLY ROOMS, Broad ggnd Waist over trousers gg e E
Street, Birmingham. Round seat ... a Ph Ci
Sp 'I:nsllldle Ietghsez;rrt\ .................. 0 « “g i)
*May 20, 4900, A PUBLIC DEBATE on Round thigh oo = 6?33 .
ol ; «Round knee ... > IS T3
W o, an Socialism_Bengfit the Peqple? Round bottor J @ as
» e n c e tothe Law of Population.) Affir- Plgg?ienesgy lined or ul c
M. *tve, M , Footii (Social Democratic Federation). ;. 00 o
; A , - Side or cross pockets
~ Serin-shl ' Fercy Ward. Chair taken at 7 p.m. by Fly or Full Fall e H

Admission 3d., reserved seats 6d. J.W. GOIT, 2 & 4 Union-street, Bradford.
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CHEAP BOOKS FOR FREETHINKERS.

All New, Uncut, and in Perfect Condition, and
NOT OTHERWISE OBTAINABLE.

AT GREATLY REDUCED PRICES

FORCE AND MATTER. By professor buchner.

This work caused an Immense sensation throughout the civilised world, and gave rise to endless controversy.
Christian opponents have called it the Bible of Materialism. Its famous author lost his professorship >n
consequence of his cold, uncom?romising Atheism. The work itself is thoroughly up-to-date, and embodies
the latest conclusions of Evolution. Postage 3d.

THE ENGLISH LIFE OF JESUS. By THOMAS scott.

A trenchant criticism of the Gospel records on Rationalist lines, and still the best book on the subject in
English. It is doubtful whether it was written by the late Thomas Scott, of Ramsgate, who devoted his
fortune to the printing and circulation of Freethought literature. A claim has been put in for its authorship
on behalf of the Rev. Charles Voysey. Mr. J. M. Wheeler held that it came from the pen of Sir George
Cox. It was highly praised by S. Hinds, ex-bishop of Norwich, and by Professor F. \V. Newman, who
said it had " the great excellence of common sense.” Dr. Inman, the author of Ancient Faiths, declared
that “ it is impossible for a philosopher to speak too highly" of this work ; and Dr. Davidson mentioned it
as one of the books that had for ever changed “ the old point of view.” Postage 3d.

RELIGION IN THE HEAVENS. By LOGAN MITCHELL.

The sub-title of this hook is Mythology Unveiled,” and the edition is the one published by Charles Bradlaugh and
Annie Besant. It is a valuable work for the student of Religion from the Mythological and Astronomical
points of view. But being far from dry—in fact, written with considerable verve—it will prove very interesting
to the ordinary reader. ostage 3d.

THE DEVIL'S PULPIT. Bythe rev. Robert taylor. 2 Vois.

Contains Forty-six Astronomico-Theological Discourses. Taylor was a clergyman of the Church of England,
but, becoming an Atheist, he threw off his gown, and joined Richard Carlile in popular Freethought propagand-
ism. He was imprisoned for ayear in Oakham Gaol as a “ blasphemer." And if “ blasphemy ” is a real crime,
he amply deserved llls sentence. These discourses are as witty as they are learned. They are calculated to
draw laughter, in spite of himself, from the sourest bigot. Postage qd.

GALILEO GALILEL. By karl von cebler.

Translated from lhe German by Mrs. George Sturgc. A very learned, careful, and honest work of 352 pages.
Contains all information concerning the great Galileo’s prosecution and persecution by the Roman Curia as a
heretic. Invaluable to students, and interesting to serious general readers. Postage qd.

SERVETUS AND CALVIN. By Dr. R. willis.

The frontispiece is a fine Portrait with Autograph of the “ heretic ” whom Calvin hunted down to a fiery doom.
Dr. Willis’s work is a standard one. It gives a full account of the life and teaching, as well as the death, of
Servetus ; and proves Calvin’s responsibility for his martyrdom up to the hilt. This is one of the books that
every sound Freethinker should have on his shelves. Postage qd.

THE APOCRYPHAL NEW TESTAMENT.

William Hone’s edition. Contains the Gospels and Epistles which the Church threw out when it became respect-
able, and sheds an instructive light on primitive Christianity. Postage 3d.

ANCIENT MYSTERIES DESCRIBED.'

William Hone’s edition. A learned and (unintentionally) amusing account of the Mystery Plays which preceded
the Modern Drama, and by means of which the people got their ideas of the Bible story. Postage 3d.

RUINS OF EMPIRES. Byc. f.volney.

A justly famous book, replete with philosophy and eloquence. This edition containsa Prefatory Notice of Volney
by Charles Bradlaugli, and an engraved Chart of the Astronomical Heaven of the Ancients. Cloth. Post. 3d.

THE FREETHINKERS’ TEXT-BOOK. By Annie besant.

Part 1l. of a work projected and nearly completed by Charles Bradlaugh and others. Mrs. Besant's portion is
complete in itself. It deals with " Christianity : its Evidences, its Origin, its Morality, and its History.” The
most laborious and effective of Mrs. Besant’s writings. Only a few copies in stock. Postage 3d.

HEBREW AND CHRISTIAN RECORDS. BytheREV. dr. Giles. 2Vois.

Tliis work is in beautiful clean condition, it was published at 2gs. Dr. Giles was a sound scholar and the editor
of a number of Classics. When he turned his attention to the Bible, he resolved to ascertain the truth and tell
it. The result was a perfect treasury of the most damaging revelations. It is safe to say that this careful and
candid work has not been superseded. Covering the whole ground in a masterly fashion, it establishes its
claim to a place in every Freethinker's library. Dr. Giles has never been answered by the scholars of his own
Church—tiie Church of England. They sneer at him when they cannot ignore him. But his work remains—
strong, solid, and irrefutable. Postage 6d.

APOSTOLIC RECORDS. By the REV. DR. GILES.

Having told the truth about the Bible records, Dr. Giles did the same with regard to the early Christian writers,
from the date of the Crucifixion to the middle of the second century. This is the fullest work on the subject by
any English writer. Postage 4d.

FOOTSTEPS OF THE PAST. Byl M WHEELER.

With an Introduction by G. W. Foote. This is a vere{ valuable collection ot “ Essays on Human Evolntion.” It
contains much of Mr. Wheeler's best work. Freethinkers, and even students of human culture, especially on
the religious side, will find it full of interesting and precious information. A book to be read, and read again,
and often referred to. Bound in cloth ; originally published at 3s. Postage 2d.

LONDON : THE FREETIIOUGHT PUBLISHING COMPANY, LIMITED,
1 Stationers’ Hall Court, E.C. \Continued on p. 319. Looli

Published by T he Freethought Publishing Company, Limited, at 1 Stationers’ Hall Court, London, E.C.
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