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God’s Hand.
readp

Versant • mus* not suPPose that we are very con- 
knowie[j 'Vlt  ̂ t*1*s Part t*le divine anatomy. Our 
limited • ̂  ^0<̂ s* from head to foot, is extremely
accu
We

r ’ ln âct, it amounts— as Carlyle would say—  
y tc nothing-. W e hear what we are told, and

Poss,ee what we read. That is all the information we
°ur ;

ess.

'nfori
 ̂ou perceive we get it at second-hand, and 

pfeci0Us "j13018 got it at second-hand too, so there is 
r̂eat diff- rea* knowledge on both sides. But this 

butthe r̂ence *s to be noted. W e admit our ignorance, 
P̂ fticu)01 er £entlemen don’t admit theirs. The clergy, in 
talk ab ar' P>.ro êss to be very intimate with God. They 
though if  ^'m— *° USC ^ a^ hew Arnold’s language— as 
who* 6 Were a man living in the next street, with 
tell Us ^  0ccasionally had the honor of dining. They 
going to 6n *s unusually active, and when he is 

t̂ure * °  something very striking in the immediate 
63cPectat' ^  sPea'i  °P his wrath and his mercy, his 
Hke the*0",8 and his regrets ; in short, they depict him 
^hich ■ Se v.es> 0n*y more so, and a great deal bigger. 
? God S..GUl*:e excruciatingly funny ; for, if there be 
'C itable16 Creal:or> sustainer, and governor of this 
ar>d ;(.s Universe, with its countless constellations 
^Urdit a'V Û' depths of space, it is the height of 
Clers y n ¿ t0 COmPare him in any way with the average
Wiei, tubers f -----  —  ---- -- -------c --------
' êlf, *  ° clerical profession. Indeed, the Bible 

k[s 0ne ° f  its lucid intervals, plainly tells them 
as the;r are not as their ways, nor his thoughts 

ti,e ° uShts ; and that as the heavens are higher
^e'r cr.«eart^’ so 's he above their reach and beyond 

Bute°n<*ption.

or even with the most distinguished

j the
°ut God^6a^er ask what is our reason for writing 

s hand at all, seeing that we know nothingOut It. -- ’
Port 0f ., eh> it is this way. W e were reading the 
tl'°ni at 6 annuai meeting of the Congregational 
arker ^ h i c h  the great— yea, thrice great— Dr. 

^ticpf8 / ° r t l̂e second time elected President; and) “VJLlCed th f CllllW V1UWIUU X IWOlXtWlll. , CllJW
d ^ '̂Uness ° ne t l̂e PrinciPal speakers, the Rev. 
Î Gagr a Rogers, had something to say in intro- 
s'sescape con8'ratulating the Prince of W ales on
t° fholy d f0]01 assassination. This reverend gentleman
° ’ ’'e bo6C, ared ^hat Albert Edward’s safety was due 

ftand of r; „ j » _______ •___ . .  u u l-ib,
Used b^ ^ ° d ” — atl exPress‘on which had already

lhe p-  ̂ Prince himself in the same connection.
S  the g ^ ati°nal

view
men of God present seemed to 

at any rate, they raised no
,0vVed tn lt’ anG the theology and the motion were 
Xt- 0 Pass " -N

! ' re.  the.fac,a? A  poor silly lad, who, if

togeth er.

-no0, to
b i s ’ °etngn,s , U6ln a well-to-do family, would still be at 
ups'veak be^j Perverted by bad company, and having 
buu1 lbe e ,̂ Urr|ed by anarchist theories which often 
*uy' S  pistof *̂ r*Um his elders, got a rotten old 
\Val 0(Jy elSe t'lat was Just as likely to hurt him as 

NjS ^ do30  ̂ t°°*C a hurr>e<l shot at the Prince of 
981 6S n0t aPPear that he had been practising

as a marksman, and as he was naturally in an excited 
condition it is not at all wonderful that he missed his 
mark. Some of the best shots in pistol galleries have 
been known, when fighting a duel, to fire amazingly 
wide of their opponents. The state of the nerves 
counts on such occasions, and a small deflection 
of the pistol barrel makes a tremendous difference 
in the direction of the b u lle t; so much so, indeed, that 
the seconds take remarkably good care to place them
selves out of danger. Considering these facts, then, it 
is far from surprising that the Prince of W ales was not 
hit. There does not seem any room for a miracle in 
the case. But pious people are fond of a miracle, and 
the clergy love it— for professional reasons. Their 
creed is miraculous, and they themselves are miraculous, 
in as far as they are called of the Lord and ordained of 
the Holy G h o st; and the finding of a miracle in the 
world at large is a sort of friendly lift to their own 
trade, by familiarising the public with the idea which 
is o f the very essence of priestcraft. It is not astonish
ing, therefore, that the clergy should make the most of 
the Prince of W ales’s “ m iraculous” or “ providential” 
escape. The game is one for him and two for them
selves.

But let us reason a little on this matter. W hy, in 
the first place, was God so anxious about the Prince of 
W ales ? W e do not wish to disparage Albert Edward, 
who is at least pretty free from cant and hypocrisy. 
Still, we venture to think that there are many lives, 
quite as precious as his own, which the Lord never 
interposes to save from destruction. Sometimes the 
hard-working bread-winner of a large family is dread
fully injured in an unforseeable accident, and is brought 
home a mere heap of mangled, dying flesh. W h y did 
not the Lord intervene in that case ? W h y did he 
leave the poor wife and children to misery and destitu
tion ?

W hy, in the next place, did God go so clumsily to 
work ? W hy did he not begin a little sooner ? W h y 
did he wait until the silly young assassin was pulling 
the trigger of his pistol ? Perhaps it was theatrical to 
wait until then, but was it wise, was it just, was it 
humane? It would have been just as easy, and much 
more sensible, to stop the foolish lad at an earlier stage 
of his career. One miracle is as easy as another, and 
the Lord might have drawn the cartridges, or taken 
away the revolver, or (better still) inspired the silly fellow 
with a little common sense. But somehow or other the 
Lord never goes to work in that way. He generally 
comes in at the top of the mischief, and sometimes 
when it is consum m ated; thus showing himself, not 
an almighty all-wise being, but an alm ighty bungler.

Do the clergy really mean that God diverted the 
bullet fired by that Belgian boy at the Prince of W ales ? 
If so, will they kindly tell us why he did not divert 
Guiteau’s bullet which slew President Garfield ? And 
why he did not turn aside the knife that was thrust to 
the heart of President Carnot? Are we to understand 
that God protects Princes, but lets Presidents die ?

G. W . F oote
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Labor and Christianity.

T he various and divergent professors of Christianity, 
from the “ rational ” believer to the members of the 
Salvation Army, entertain most absurd and fallacious 
notions in reference to the character of Christ and the 
influence of his faith upon human affairs. W e can 
understand a free-and-easy orthodox adherent accepting 
the traditional view of Jesus, but we cannot conceive 
how those who consider themselves emancipated from 
the shackles of old theological creeds and dogmas 
can be deluded by the false claims urged on behalf 
o f the hero of the Christian faith. These professed 
enthusiastic admirers of Christ have no more basis for 
their admiration than have the poor unlettered devotees 
for their fanatical worship of the founder of Christianity. 
Y e t these persons, who flatter themselves that they 
have outgrown the fanaticism of orthodoxy, indulge in 
delusions equally as conspicuous as regards the person
ality o f Christ and the influence of his teachings as those 
indulged in by their creed-bound co-religionists.. They 
set him up as an ideal, although they are quite incapable 
of regulating their conduct by such a standard. Such 
persons appear to be ignorant of the fact that, if the 
better parts of an ideal are marred by that which is 
erroneous and impracticable, it is comparatively useless 
as a guide in daily life. T hat the teachings ascribed to 
Christ are so marred is evident from their inadequacy to 
satisfy the progressive demands of the present age. 
Take, for instance, the cultivation of the intellect, the 
extension of physical and mental freedom, the recogni
tion and the application of the principle of justice and 
liberty to all members of the community, regardless of 
their belief or non-belief in theology, the knowledge 
and application of science and art, the organisation of 
labor, the proper cultivation of the soil, the posses
sion of political power, the understanding of the true 
value and use of wealth, and, finally, the persistent 
study of, and the constant struggling against, the 
numerous evils, wrongs, and injustice that now rob 
life of its comforts and real worth. These are the 
agencies that all men, who claim to be political and 
social reformers, should support and cultivate. Not 
one of these originated with Jesus, and throughout his 
career he never availed himself o f these essential^ of all 
progress. Thus, to designate him as the great social 
regenerator is entirely unjustifiable. His very mode of 
living was the opposite to that o f a practical reformer. 
He w as an ascetic, and avoided as much as possible the 
turmoil o f public life, from which he might have learnt 
something of what was necessary to adjust the social 
relations. Prayer, not work, was his habit.

The truth of the above observations has just been 
forcibly illustrated by the remarks of Mr. A. E. Fletcher, 
late editor of the Daily Chronicle, which appeared in the 
Ethical World o f April 28, in reference to “ The Festival 
o f Labor ”  held last week at the Crystal Palace. Mr. 
Fletcher is an exponent of what is termed “ New Chris
tianity.”  Judging from his remarks upon this event, 
the “ new ” faith is no more accurate nor reasonable than 
the old. Here are his words :—

“ Crowns, with one exception, have been the cause of 
most of the blood and agony and tears that have made a 
tragedy of the world’s history. The exception was a crown 
of thorns worn by him who said : ‘ My Father worketh 
hitherto, and I work.’ The doctrines taught, or retaught, 
by the young workman of Nazareth have inspired every 
movement made since his day for helping mankind to 
mark a degree higher on the scale of existence. The 
difference between the two great movements of our own 
time— namely, the Capitalist Movement and the Labor 
Movement—lies in the fact that the inspirers of the one 
reverse Christ’s teaching, while the inspirers of the other 
seek to carry it out. The capitalists are backed by pro
fessional pulpiteers, who wrest that teaching to their own 
damnation ; and the labor men are backed by those who, 
even if scorning all profession of Churchianity, are yet 
the best of Christians, because self-sacrifice, not self- 
seeking, is their ideal.”

It appears to us astonishing how anyone who is 
supposed to be free from theological restraints could 
write thus. W hat is here stated is the very opposite of 
fact. It is evident that the habit of paltering in religious 
matters has not ceased. It is the height of folly to set 
Christ up as being the greatest example to follow upon

the labor question. His advice was, “ Labor not jjj‘ 
the meat which perisheth.” Hence he and his nien 
cant followers engaged in no industrial pursuits.

for
ndi'
He

did nothing to develop the resources of the country <* 
to provide employment for the poor ; all his efforts 'v , 
directed to the unhinging of industry, the diminution 
wealth, and the promotion of universal idleness 
beggary. It was no part of his endeavor to see 
peasant and the artisan better remunerated and a1 
comfortably housed, for he despised domestic coin* 
as much as Diogenes did, and believed that the enj^
ment of them would disqualify people from obtaioin» j 
everlasting pleasures of Paradise. If a pro'1 
working man in Christ’s time had managed to

save

enough for a few months’ subsistence, he would, j
’  ~ 1 > ,1

ion5
doubt, have been classed with the covetous rich 
Jesus would have required him to give his “ possess10” 
away as the indispensable condition of discip|e ,, 
The truth is Christ was a religious enthusiast, and
practical reformer of the evils and wrongs of s°cl,r')| 
He made no attempt to rescue the land from the co . 
of the Romans, who held it from the people, very 
in the same way as landholders do now ; he ren ^  
no aid to the laborers of Rome, who in his day ^  
resisting the injustice of the capitalists ; he di ^  
deliver his brethren of “ the royal house ” r̂ornietfS 
foreign rulers ; and he did not even redeem the 
from their social misfortunes. Instead of recomnis11 , s 
labor, he counselled trusting to God for the necess 
of life! His sayings were :—  .’*91

“ Ye cannot serve God and Mammon. There- ^
say unto you, take no thought for your life, 
shall eat, or what ye shall drink ; nor yet for )'oUf 
what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than ^  (lie 
and the body than raiment ? Behold the fowls ¡,ef 
air : for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor g ^ , 
into barns ; yet your heavenly Father feedeth ^  jy 
Are ye not much better than they? Which °A[ure' 
taking thought can add one cubit unto his s ¡(je 
And why take ye thought for raiment? Cons> 
lilies of the field how they grow ; they toil not, ¡11 
do they spin ; and yet I say unto you, that Sol°‘ ,jiere- 
all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. toM 
fore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which  ̂
is, and to-morrow is cast into the oven, s'iai-i.erefiire 
much more clothe you, O ye of little faith ? a 11 
take no thought, saying, what shall we eat? °. t|,e<h 
shall we drink? or wherewithal shall we be n .„iif 
(for after all these things do the Gentiles seek), '°.j 
heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need °’ .Lrfd£’1” 
things. But seek ye first righteousness and the »' J\#  
of God, and all these things shall be added utl^  tl’e 
Take therefore no thought for the morrow I 
morrow shall take thought for the things 01 
Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.” |)£f

W e entirely dispute the claim which Mr. ¡veS 
puts forward on behalf of Christ. True, he only 
assertions, and the question is, Are the assertions \i 
on fact?  W e allege that they are not, and " ’e t jiiS 
be pleased to know what evidence he has to supP 
allegation. His contention is that “ the you n g"'0 s\t)Ce 
of Nazareth has inspired every movement m L V J  
his day for helping mankind to mark a degree 
on the scale of existence.” Not a particle of eV 
is adduced in support of this bold statement;10 u u u u c c u  itj  s u p p u i  1 u i  L in a  u u i u  a i a iv » * -  . ̂  j.

Mr. Fletcher inform us what inspiration 
gave to promote self-dependence, intellectual t 0 
tion, mental freedom, education, the advance^ ,q|i 
science, or the removal o f poverty? Did 
young workman of Nazareth ” show an utter d‘ tli5 
of all these movements? Did he not plainly s ^  i'’̂  
his kingdom was not of this world, and that 
not of the world? W as not his teaching, (j ? po® 
be ye poor,” “ W oe unto you that are rich •
Mr. Fletcher believe this is so ?  If he depar 
miss'ion of propaganda in favor of peace, or J ¡t)î { 
Christianity,” would he start, as Christ advised, . t>' 
scrip, money, or purse, and beg his way thro v 
world ? W e think not. s0 J

As Christ’s social teachings were defective,  ̂
his political views. W e are told that on

c°'
, bl----I---------- — * » ,* O. ”  V tt»V LVIV* CWUl V»* —  jf

of the realm bearing the superscription o j  j?

' " 'J
declared that both Caesar and God were to
due. The very pertinent question put to H* ^  
disciples afforded a good opportunity for sonubjeC%  
advice to be given by Jesus upon the political s. ^  
in which the people to whom Christ was ta* r
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Werê a ^ ley were *n bondage to a foreign power, and 
to C; nXl° US *° know it were “ lawful to give tribute 
'ntelli(Yk[ ° r n°t-” Instead of returning a clear and 
evasiv 6 answer> Jesus replied in words which were 
soup-uf fand meaningless, so far as the information 
alter th °v WaS .concerned- If he had any desire to 
any :me t len existing political relations, or to suggest 
lesson f’rovernent> he might have given a practical 
the rui Uf)ori the duties and obligations of the ruled to 
diirinp-0̂ ’ I'bus *t will be seen that Christ did nothing 
Fletd, 1S wb°Ie life to destroy the crowns which Mr. 
and tea f nf*68 were " the cause of the blood and agony 
On th rS 1 lat bavem ade a tragedy of the world’s history.” 
recop-nL contrary> .I16 taught “ resist not evil,”  and 
'ncutnbet Submis?ion to the powers that be as a duty 
proof „ A  uPon his followers. W here, we ask, is the
|U tllG I* Pl'lAUm r\f fUn

e
Parsec,
the “ ey . crown of th orn s” worn by Jesus was 
Persecupe t̂l0a ’■ f°  ° tber crowns ? The exclusive and 
ag-0r)y a ln^ sP,r‘t taught by Christ has caused untold 
doctrlr,1 ni0J;18’ all circles of the community ; while his

l « C : °  f0t" re' ---------------------- - "  -punishments, and his advice to 
their paS to f° rsake their wives, and to children to leave 
many f re.ats> have caused bitter tears to be shed in 
accePtet],Tti 6 w‘ Moreover, under the rule of those who 
faitllj m le “ crown of thorns ”  as a symbol of their 
than’ fr ° re hloo.d has been spilt, and more lives lost, 
"’orlH’o u? tbe influence of all the other crowns in the 

E v e n ‘St0ry:
Pathy for lnsinuate that Christ manifested any sym- 
”°vv Und*̂  a 'abor movement, as that organisation is 
iUst>fiabl erstood>. appears to us to be completely un- 
be advatf kbe Justlce ° f  the labor movement cannot 
system o fe , by an  ̂ aPPea' to Jesus, who inaugurated a 
^Sginp- re lef  1° he obtained from heaven, or through 
c°nver^’ ° t tbrouffh the division of the property of 
^faism nf t IS l;Iear to most of us that even the corn
ue labor 116 Pr‘mitive Christians would fail to solve 
llSeless t f>r°hlem of our time. Besides, it would be 
t'edern i0^865 .̂ suPPort for the improvement of our 
Have nn  ̂ j.sfr’ai system from one like Christ, who

mdu
neCe *Pd'cation that he was at all acquainted with 
*<■ -? -S1 ,es ° f  modern life. If the evolution of thestrial - - ---------- ----—

lkach*ngs Syf d e p e n d s  upon the carrying out of the 
ought ° Jesus> is in a worse condition than we 

phrist ha3038!!̂ 3̂ 6’ I* 's onIy since the followers of 
!?hor tha| Ve ° een Iarffely deprived of the control of 
o relat;na7 . marked improvement has taken place in 
bhurch nr DS” ‘P ° f  Capital and Labor. For ages the 
£r,eat socM 6?^ed an  ̂ ProPer adjustment of these two 
fission p3 1 f°rces; by teaching the doctrine of sub- 
y°Un£ w r,! °bedience “ taught or retaught by the 

s w °rkman of Nazareth.”
C harles W a t t s .

The Old Testament.

' So
> b e r  of mCef  ’ which is not at all intelligible, a large 

d e l u s i o n  C b r is t ia n s  seem to have arrived at 
°r dgfp1' , at ln no way are they compelled to 

r a t io n  n f !k  th e  h'storical accuracy or the alleged
to *  % h t a M ?  ° l d  R a m e n t .  S

Otw^hether frrf*^  ,fashi°n they disclaim any concern as 
Una- aIfoft’h« Rn.,1 .ese two Po!nts of view, more than 
Jr lsturbed h lb e 1S facbi°r> or fact. They profess to be 
the y ?ast any exP°s i  of the “ mistakes of M oses.” 
to .Sa‘i°rs nlf8)28 overboard with as little compunction as 
Pent mlt, a l l ? .  Jonah into the sea. They are ready 

fdeupk • „ st before thev are challenged, that the

"  V iews and the K enosis T heory.

Pf0nkteuch is f I b.e f o r e  tbey are challenged, that the 
% k7 ts and th ,• error’ that the Patriarchs and the 
Qf g !  « than tf klnffs ° f  Israel, including David, were 
°n n S dealin rley.sbouId be, that the Hebrew records 
Ratin'd Jhey c, . W|th men are not to be implicitly relied 
as m na'istsJ r-i ai.m. tbat» in common with present-day 
to tLach as thpvn f ians are at Perfect liberty to reject 

Tn st VerJ, r ,ase from tbe I'irst verse ° f  Genesis 
aPpli hi? d a ? 2 f  Malachi.

‘n his^v ^°'ca,led Christians Bishop Blomfield
' T'h >s~I- à the fni?rk .on P le Old Testament and the New

e are Some r 'V-lnf’ i,1Vstrat!on by Professor Salmon :
iving beings of low organisation which

it is hard to kill, because, when you lay hold of one of 
them, the creature will leave half its body in your hands, 
and walk off without suffering any apparent incon
venience.”

These Christians are fully prepared to discard the Old 
Testament as an authoritative part of revelation. They 
pin their faith to the New Testament, and to that alone. 
Freethinkers who trouble themselves to attack the Old 
Testament are said to be merely wasting their time. 
Their criticism of that collection of books, though true 
and just, has little else than an academic interest. 
There are spiritual lessons in the old Hebrew books, 
and there are poetry and prayers and meditations which 
are stimulating to the soul. But from any discussion as 
to the credibility of Old Testament narratives, or the 
morality o f Jahveh’s commands, or the performances of 
his peculiar favorites, these modern Christians desire to 
be excused.

This attitude is more than a little curious. It is a 
sign of the times, and of the desire to discard rotten, 
ragged, and mouldy “ old clo’.” There is more than 
this : we discern in it the long-delayed, but inevitable, 
result o f the labors of Voltaire and Paine. They, more 
than any heretical writers in the history of Freethought, 
set the ball of Old Testament criticism vigorously roll
ing. The modern Christians, who pride themselves 
upon being so much “ advanced,” are indebted, in the 
first instance, for their enlightenment to these active 
assailants of Bible-worship generations ago. They 
prepared the way for W ellhausen and Kuenen, and, 
in our own country, for Dr. Driver and Canon Cheyne. 
The great regret is that Voltaire and Paine are past all 
possibility o f witnessing the outcome of their work. 
But they are immortal in the sense that their memory 
is ever green, and their self-sacrificing efforts are 
constantly bearing fruit. This is the real immortality. 
In contradistinction, what is there in the mere living 
through an uneventful and comparatively useless life in 
this world, and then desiring to continue the same kind 
of thing in a life hereafter?

Modern criticism of the Old Testament reaches much 
farther in its effects than the orthodox are willing to 
admit. Critics have gone beyond the point of analysing 
the different books with a view of fixing their dates and 
authorship. Their conclusions on these points necessitate 
an abandonment of many old and accepted notions. But 
there is much more behind. The vital effect o f the new 
criticism is fully recognised by Bishop Blomfield, who, 
in his before-mentioned work, says :—

“ It is the very substance of the books themselves that 
is attacked, as being spurious, legendary, unhistorical, 
valueless— late and untrustworthy accounts of thing's that 
never happened, or misrepresentations of things that 
actually happened. It is needful to press this point, 
because many who have some acquaintance with the 
general tendency of modern ‘ scientific criticism ’ do not 
seem to realise the gravity of the questions at issue. 
And so excellent men go on writing good little books, or 
delivering sermons or lectures in which they talk about 
the untenableness of ‘ verbal inspiration ’ and about 
‘ recognising the human element ’ in Holy Scripture, 
and about not being disturbed or alarmed when mis
takes in chronology, exaggeration of numbers, or errors 
in fact, are discovered in the Old Testament ; and all the 
while they cannot, or will not, see that it is not about the 
inspiration of the books, but about their veracity and 
credibility, that the real conflict is being waged. It is 
not the human element, but a very different thing, the 
mythical, fabulous, unhistorical element, which we are 
told we must recognise fully, or pay the penalty of being 
regarded as purblind obscurantists, obsolete survivors of 
an impossible faith.”

The new critics, with their latest and most elaborate 
examinations and analytical expositions of the text, 
have, after all, arrived simply at the conclusions of 
Voltaire and Paine. They have made it clear that the 
Old Testament is not the “ W ord of God.” Dr. Driver, 
In his Sermons on Subjects Connected with the Old  
Testament, informs us that “ the common use of the 
expression ‘ W ord of G od,’ as a term descriptive of the 
entire Bible, may sometimes give rise to misunderstand
ing. Especially in dealing with persons of limited 
education, it would be judicious to exercise some 
reserve in the use of the term, and to prefer modes 
of expression which, while not less just to fact, might 
be less open to misconception.” Lie thinks it better 
that the expression, when used at all, should be
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accompanied by some suitable qualification such as “ the 
W ord of God, mediated by a human agency."

Mediated by a human agency ! W hat devil’s tricks 
may not have been played with the word of God in the 
course of this mediation ? W ellhausen’s view of the 
early part of the Old Testam ent is summarised by 
Bishop Blomfield as follows : Under the leadership of 
Moses, a rude but able chief, an uncivilised horde, 
calling themselves descendants of Abraham, migrated 
from E gypt to Palestine some thirteen centuries before 
the Christian era. They brought with them no arts, no 
laws, no literature, no religion superior to that of the 
Canaanites, among whom they tried to establish them
selves. A tribal deity, worshipped under the form of a 
young bull, was the object o f their culius ; a few rude 
festivals, connected with agriculture and the fruits of 
the earth, formed the whole of their ritual. In the 
four centuries following, the prophets introduced 
monotheism; but at the end of that time “ the L a w ” 
was not to be found, for the simple reason that it did not 
e x is t ! W hat is preserved is merely byw ay of tradition.

O f the authorship of the books of the Old Testament 
the Jews possess no tradition worthy of credence. They 
have nothing but vague and uncertain reminiscences, 
intermingled with idle speculations. The age and 
authorship of the books of the Old Testament can be 
determined (so far as it is possible) only on the basis of 
the internal evidence supplied by the works themselves. 
No external evidence exists.

The main point, however, in regard to the now 
generally adopted views of the Old Testament is their 
bearing upon Christianity. In the New Testament 
there is no suggestion that the Old Testament is 
unhistorical and incredible. Christ himself is repre
sented as alluding to it in full belief in its historical 
character. He even accepts the story of Jonah and the 
whale. W hy should present-day Christians presume to 
be superior to Christ ? He did not seem to be aware of 
the conclusions to which the higher critics have now 
arrived, and in the face of which all the familiar features 
of the early part of the Old Testament have vanished 
into thin air. He did not know that Professor Driver 
would prove that—

“ No such beings as Adam or Eve, Cain or Abel, Seth 
or Enoch, Noah or Methuselah, ever existed. No ark 
rested on Mount Ararat, for no flood on which that ark 
could have floated ever happened ; no Tower of Babel 
was ever built or destroyed ; no rainbow ever shone on 
the world as a sign from heaven, for that was impossible 
to the legendary survivors of an imaginary deluge.”

The references by Christ to the Old Testament narra
tives. and personages render it difficult indeed to 
understand the position of so-called Christians who 
regard that collection of books as unauthoritative and 
uninspired. To meet that difficulty a “ Kenosis ” theory 
has been started. It is supposed that ignorance was a 
part o f Christ’s humiliation as a man— a phase of the 
Incarnation— so that he did not know whether he was 
quoting from fiction or fa c t ! W hat wretched foolery !

A writer (M .A., Cantab) in the Church Gazette 
effectively disposes of this theory from an orthodox 
point of view. He says :—

“ If our Lord knew future events, He must surely have 
known past events, seeing that ‘ without him was not 
anything made that was made’ (John i. 3). Therefore 
His humiliation did not imply ignorance on His part, so 
that He did not know whether He was quoting fiction or 
fact, which that theory would necessitate if carried out 
to its logical sequel— which is a reductio ad absurdum. 
Then He would not know so much as His ordinary 
inspired prophets and writers who record such history. 
That He knew future events, and never lost sight of His 
Godhead, will be manifest when we consider His remark
able prayer for His elect to the end of time. The only 
great possible exception to the limit to the knowledge 
of Christ He mentions Himself, which is recorded in 
Mark xiii. 32 : ‘ But of that day and that hour knoweth 
no man, no not the angels which are in heaven, neither 
the Son, but the Father.’ ”

The Kenosis theory may be dismissed as nonsense—  
a  mere subterfuge suggestive only of a combination of 
clerical and legal intellect “ hard put ” to find a means 
of escape. Modern Christians would be glad to get rid 
of the authority of the Old Testam ent, but the collec
tion of books remains there, an inseparable part of 
Divine revelation— authoritatively quoted from by Christ,

and standing or falling with the Bible as a whole, 
it was part of Christ’s humiliation, according t° , 
Kenosis, to accept the Old Testament, it does 
devolve on rational beings to similarly humiliate tl'e 
selves. Perhaps, as vve do not care very much for 
Old Testament ourselves, the best thing is to send d 
the heathen. It may, with the aid of missionaries 11 
interpreters, appeal to the native intellect, and, at < 
rate, afford some innocent amusement.

F rancis Neale.

In Answer to Prayer.

T urning over a lot of books on a penny barrow 
other day, I came across a little volume bearing 
above title, and published two years ago. The vo.

the
the 

b ^
and i f tb!was got up very daintily in white and gold, s

inside had been as satisfactory as the outside ' a 
attractive, my purchase might have been consider® , 
bargain. From the point of view of printing and b1̂
ing the book was cheap for the humble copper; .. 
that of its intellectual value I paid its full worth ; W*1 e 
from a wider outlook still, and judgin g from the 1 
spent in reading it, I consider I have a fair case 
“  moral and intellectual” damages against the publish 

Am ongst the ten contributors who are responsible 
the 120 pages of printed matter are such vvell-k'10 
names as those of the Rev. Dr. Clifford, the ReV‘ " 
Horton, Mr. Hugh Price Hughes, “ Ian Maclare1̂  
and Canon Knox Little. Needless to say, they  ̂
affirm most solemnly that prayers are answered, , - 
are ready to adduce a number of more or less stn ® 
proofs of their assertion. It could hardly be other«« ^  
Bearing in mind the circumstance that the effica1 
prayer is one of the beliefs by which the clergy l>ve’

 ̂ ‘ “ d 1question of whether prayers are answered or not see
a pretty safe one to ask. Their testimony can
be called unprejudiced, even by the most religiouS' 

There is very little attempt in the volume befor.e 
to face any of the legitimate objections to the ben j 
prayer. The Rev. Hugh Price Hughes confesses j 
he has never “ been able to appreciate the so-c3 ^ 
scientific objection to prayer”— a statement whlC.jit. 
who know his peculiar type of mincl will easily cr 
The Bishop of Ripon, with dark profundity, opineS u' 
“ the least-answered prayer may be the most answe j 
Canon Knox Little gets slightly more argumentative» ^  
administers a number of little knocks to objectors 1 ty 
following manner : “ It is said God knows already > 3
tell Him ? The same objection would apply to nl‘ ito 
request on earth. It is said God foresees ; why'/ '̂ 0 
influence what he knows is sure to be ? This ob) j^u|d 
applies to all our actions ; to follow out this we 3 ,er,
not only not pray, but also never do anything...... 1 Jsof
we must remember, is not to change the holy cou«1* .j ¡5 
the Eternal, but to accomplish those ends for whlC
the appointed instrument.”

As this is the high-water mark of argument ¡„t 
touched by the various writers, it may be as well 
out that the objections do not hold with equal st ¡1

¡ci

in both cases, as the Canon supposes. If we m fe®1
request of anyone on earth, it is because we ofte.n ‘P 
that the request may be the determining factor ^  
being granted. On theistic principles, God 3 
knows what is best for us, and cannot be dete ^ 
by our requests. In the next place, it does not, „ v  
means, remove a difficulty to point out that tb
difficulty exists elsewhere, and as in this case -- ?■
culty of answering the question, “ W hy do any«11

the1

-----y  -------------- --------------- 1-------- • ’ “ J ---------------- 1.  .
all if the world is governed in accordance W ioj. 
will, and if what he wills must come to pass • 
entirely to the theistic position, it would seem as m SiS 
here were another reason for dropping the hyp (
altogether. j , |.ogemer. _ A o f3'

Dr. Horton has the most picturesque methoo Vvi 
answering objectors. He believes “  it is futile3 -̂«' 
as indelicate ” to press too closely for evidence 0 h® 
being answered. W ith charming ingenuous3 ^1
declares: “ If you are concerned to disprove f fie 
ment. and to show that what I take for the hand mument, and to show that what I take for the hanu ^  
is merely the cold [why cold ?] operation of n a t u ^  
I shall only smile.” And he is so enraptured vv
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end of , .e method of disposing- of objectors that at the 
■ Wpatip Is f ssay be is again smiling, “ not scornful or 
Method0' ’ ° Ut 9uiet jo y .” That is Dr. Horton’s
there is *” a nut;shell. If an unbeliever points out that 
that the*1?, I'63*" ,ev*‘dence that prayers are ever answered, 
of belief e]le  ̂ -n Pray e r ’s Part ° f  a vanishing cluster 
sPecimeS’ ° ” wb*cb miracles and witchcraft are deceased 
in the ¡ T  d°n’t argue with him, simply smile ; and if 
s t a t e ” ! rVals o f. smiling you can rub in a few mis- 
•°VVn fas? S concern‘ng  Darwin or Mill, after Mr. Horton’s 
ing the 1(jn’ ,y°ur smile may have the effect of impress 
it does Unbeliever with your superior knowledge, whet 

0ne 11°? ?onv‘nce him of your intellectual inanity, 
are giVe° ?b*e feature about the answers to prayer that 
Petitions” extent to which money figures in the
D° less th &entleman, a Scotch preacher, raked in
of pra an ^9)277 as the result o f seventeen batches 
batch off averafTe return of about ^1,300 per
distance ,.̂ rayers *s calculated to go a considerable 
the value °rVa^ds convincing a stubborn generation of 

0ne ■ °* this particular form of religious indulgence. 
r̂amatir-S a” Ce 's worth recording for the sake of its 

ClergymanatUre‘ ^ * s tcdd hy Canon Knox Little. A 
a trad ” ’ Unnamed, required ^ 4 0  to meet a bill due 

The cler*”130 ôr worlt *n connection with a “ home.” 
Question 8fytjlan was poor. Had it been otherwise, 
do\vn pS m'ght have been asked. W alkin g one day 
^adamee|,e.ntjstreet> a carriage drew up in front of
the ~~ • shnn met nc \ t t o c  noccino- Out of
dri
hi;

carriao. 1S° S sh°P j ust as he was passing. Out of 
"e'v an ^  s*-ePPecl a handsomely-dressed lady. She 
H, sayiie” VeI°Pe hom her pocket, and handed it to 
3U wifi i f  ^ ou have many calls upon your charity ;you

c°nt; ° w what to do with that. The envelope 
nas he d'H ^ank ° f  England note for £ 50 . W ho she 

cannnfu” ?1 ,kn.ow ’ and never since has he heard.” 
P°or cler° ° Ut adrrdre the “  unities ” of the scene. The 
ffr°cer’s S,C’ the fashionable dressmaker— entering a 
and the •°u VV0ldd n°t have been near so impressive, 
âvelopes p lady who carried £ 5 0  notes about in 

X a t i o  tbe benefit of poor clergymen. Ouite 
Marvei, ” d i0 E v in c in g .

! ne hettet-0” ^ 8 ldds story *s> Hugh Price Hughes goes 
got fift * le unknown cleric wanted forty pounds 

St o S S ' T h e r e  is too great an air of chance about 
- c o l le t 16 Verac!ous Hughes. He and “ his
u^hculaj6̂ ?” 2 ” required £1,000  o f the Lord by a
’«eu

h; 
c°Ue

th

Ular dav mu 1 ^  luc 1jU1U uy “
received 1, 6 day am ved ’ and on'y £ 99°  had 
been hlere was a situation ! A thousand

ea£ue ” uSk6d ôr ’ Hughes and his “ principal 
P°Und-; u been the petitioners, and there was 
a,-i. short. “ As a theologian,” he plaintively 

was perplexed. W e had asked for a
ark:

°US;
°ot ?,°” nc*s ’ there was a deficiency of ten. I 

th6 K"’
Ü:

‘‘ I

halanceU” f erstand The Lord’s credit hung in
6 ^est r ’ Was nearly losing the moral support of

Mission. But on returning home he■Scovered^0ndon _____  __ „ „  ..............
£  c°ntain^ J etter lying in the hall. W hen opened,

had°Unt needed f  Cl? qU!, f° r ^ 10’ br!n8'!nK UP the
thi narned • Ior tbat day to the exact sum which we 

o ther e ;„ ln ,our midnight prayer m eeting.” After 
p ConversiSo ” 0thlng  more to say.
( \ yer, also115? ° ne hind or another, in answer to 
he”0? Knox ”f^ re Pretty largely in the narratives. 
Vareilcal f kittle supplies a case of an unnamed 
banr0̂  from”” Wko refused to allow his children, 
Chr''S?d- Tl seven to twenty years of age, to be 

 ̂ ist,.. ie parson asked a number of devoutThe a°s to
, Po6y did. ° Tmal£e the matter a subject of prayer. 
chiM tk's Verv ” 1 about three weeks the father called 

ren_„ y clergyman and asked him to baptise his 
P ri^ le ss
C 6 Hugh:°  ®ay. When it comes to conversions Hugh
'tlfidUie,d a reT1S easdy first. One Tuesday night he 
Of a ’ to 9uest from thp dancrhtpr nf “  anOf
PruyC°Urse, P.J"ay ^°r her father’s conversion. This
co.Lyed

nve
-t, a , . ------- -- jlu.o was,

.,Vf, .and o commission for Hughes. He
h*d ,rs’0n. j?  Friday received news of the father’s 
aheit een drive” 'd been on his way to a theatre, and
êart ” 'n a r ”  °y a sudden shower of rain to take 

”iarVeutc' > etc ” a^ek T'he preacher had touched his 
visit . ° usly ai',’ ot.c -> and the thing was all over. How 

0 a theatr lln&s work together ! The prospective 
X i  ” ear a \  tke âd a sudden shower of rain 

°al force  ̂ T 1’ w‘ th the alteration of all the 
s that determine a rainfall— all were

specially produced to convert this “ avowed infidel.” 
The story carries conviction on the face of it ; only one 
wonders why there are not more prayers, or why there 
are not more conversions.

It would be unfair to Mr. R. F. Horton not to mention 
his two convincing illustrations of the power of prayer. 
He was in Norway, boating with a party of ladies and 
gentlemen. One of the ladies lost her golosh, and, 
although the whole party hunted for it, it was not 
found. Thought Horton— these are his own words—
“ W hy not ask our gracious father for guidance....... If
the hairs of our head are all numbered, why not also 
the shoes of our feet?” The result of the prayer was 
that he rowed back, sprang out, by inspiration, pre
sumably, at a precise spot, “ And there lay the shoe 
before my eyes, obvious, as if it had fallen from heaven 1”

The other cases refer to recovery from sickness. Case 
number one was that of a child that had been given up 
by the doctor. “ W e prayed,” says Horton, “ the Church
prayed....... The child recovered, and still lives.” As
doctors are never mistaken, this instance is specially 
forceful. Case number two was that of a young girl, 
also given up by the doctor. But “ I proposed that we 
should kneel down and pray. I asked definitely that 
she should be restored.” This girl also recovered, and 
is now quite well. There could be no mistake about this 
last case. It was a “ definite ”  request, and the preacher 
did not leave the Lord a chance of saying that he mis
understood the petition. Like another preacher in the 
same volume, he made “ the terms of the prayer most 
explicit,” and so shut out all possibility of mistake.

It would be a pity to spoil the reading of these 
instances of answer to prayer by any moralising on 
their intellectual value. I will .therefore conclude with 
an anecdote. In a New England village the “  good ” 
folk were much disturbed by the presence of an Agnostic, 
who refused to be turned from the error of his ways by 
either social censure or argument. During a very dry 
summer, at the end of three months’ drought, it was 
decided by the elders of the community that a solemn 
prayer-meeting should be held asking for rain. The 
meeting was held, prayers were said, and rain followed. 
Here was a chance ! A deputation waited on the 
Agnostic to point out the benefit of prayer. “ Are you 
quite sure that the rain came because you prayed ?” he 
queried. “ Quite sure.” “ W ould not have come 
w ithout?”  “ Certainly not,”  was the reply. “ W ell,” 
said the hard-headed unbeliever, “ it seems to me that 
you are a mighty mean lot not to have prayed two 
months a g o .” C. C ohen.

Boers, Britons, and Bible.
T he following highly interesting correspondence is published 
in a letter from Johannesburg. It is said to have been 
exchanged by heliograph between the Boer General De 
Wet and Commandant Cronje before the latter’s capitula
tion. On February 25, at ten in the morning, President 
Kruger telegraphed to De Wet, “ Inform Cronje that great 
reinforcements are on the way, and that he will be freed, 
Psalm, 22, v. 21.” (Save me from the lion’s mouth ; for 
Thou hast heard me from the horns of the unicorns.) 
Hereupon the following exchange of messages took place 
between the two Generals in the field :—

“ February 23.— 12.20 afternoon. De Wet to Cronje : 
President telegraphs to hold out. Considerable reinforce
ments are approaching. As soon as they have arrived, we 
shall attack early in the morning from the north. Psalm 64,' 
v. 7.” (But God shall shoot at them with an arrow ; suddenly 
shall they be wounded.)

“ February 23.— 4.13 afternoon. Cronje to De W et: My 
provisions are becoming scarce ; for the rest I do not doubt 
with God’s help I shall be able to drive off the enemy to the 
north. Psalm 20, v. 7.” (Some trust in chariots and some 
in horses ; but we will remember the name of the Lord our 
God.)

“ February 26.—7.20 in the morning. De Wet to Cronje : 
Reinforcements, it is to be hoped, come to-day. Hold out 
till to-morrow evening. Are sending provisions as soon as 
possible. Psalm 39, v. 13.” (Let them wander up and down 
for meat, and grudge if they be not satisfied.)

“ February 26.— 9.30 in morning. Cronje to De W e t: The 
enemy has received tremendous reinforcements. I am hard 
pressed. Psalm 3, v. 1.” (Lord, how are they increased that 
trouble me ! Many are they that rise up against me.)

“ February 26. — DeW et to Cronje : The reinforcements are 
already visible in the distance, but I myself am attacked by 
superior hostile forces. Psalm 60, v. 1.” (O God, Thou hast
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cast us ofT, Thou hast scattered us, Thou hast been displeased; 
O turn Thyself to us again.)

“ February 26.—4.10 afternoon. Cronje to De Wet : The 
bombardment is overwhelming. Heavy losses. The majority 
of the burghers want me to surrender, l’salm 60, v. 11.” 
(Give us help from trouble, for vain is the help of man.)

This last-quoted heliogram is said to have been read by the 
British, who thereupon heliographed to both Generals : “ All 
further opposition on Cronje’s side is useless bloodshed. He 
is surrounded by 70,000 men with 120 guns, and not a single 
man of his troops will escape alive if he does not surrender 
at once. Psalm 63, v. 10.” (They shall fall by the sword : 
they shall be a portion for foxes.)

[The above w as contributed to the Daily News by its Berlin 
correspondent. W e do not know whether there is really any 
truth in it. O ur readers must take it for what it is worth. It 
is a t least am using.]

T h e  P riests o f Prey.
T u n e  : “  The Vicar of Bray."

In Good God Jahveh’s reeking reign,
When homicide no harm meant,

His agents clothed themselves, for gain,
With blood, as with a garment.

Said they : This law we will maintain 
Until we’re ’neath the sod, Sir 1

That whilst the shekels we can gain 
We'll be the vicars of God, Sir 1

These Bible, saintly, godly knaves—
The beasts whom Jahveh petted—

Made countless minds and bodies slaves ;
Misdeeds which God abetted.

Said they : This law we will maintain, etc.
This God is but a name to-day 

Which people hear on Sunday,
When used by priests to bless the sway 

O f gold and Mrs. Grundy.
Say they : This law we will maintain, etc.

Priests still are rich and fat and sleek,
Although they “ work ” but one day ;

They “ make ” enough for all the week 
By telling lies on Sunday.

Say they': This law we will maintain, etc.

The truthful always welcome truth 
Wherever they may find i t ;

The parsons welcome truth, forsooth !
When Comfort smiles behind it.

Say they : This law we will maintain, etc.
The parsons fail to see the facts 

O f anti-Christian thinkers,
Because a stipend counteracts 

The light, like blinds and blinkers.
Say they : This law we will maintain, etc.

Priests never say that God takes beer,
And dearly loves to brew i t ;

The reason why they don’t is clear :
They're nex'erpaid to do it.

Say they : This law we will maintain, etc.
Priests, now, are curbed by lay police,

Else still like beasts they’d seize us ;
They, now, but gently curse and fleece,

And all for love of Jesus 1
Say they : This law we will maintain 

Until we’re ’neath the sod, Sir !
* That whilst the shekels we can gain 

We'll be the Vicars of God, Sir 1
G. L. Mackenzie.

T he W eary .
O happy dead, whom dreamless sleep 
_ Hath wrapt in endless peace and rest,

Ye make no moan, no tears ye weep,
O happy dead.

O ’er Hint and thorn on Life’s long way 
To you we come, O only blest !

For rest, rest, rest we weep and pray,
O happy, happy dead.

For rest we pray ; lo, on our knees 
We fall to saintly Death, and fain

Would drain his chalice to the lees,
O happy dead.

That we might pillow on Earth’s breast 
The poor, tired head that aches in vain ;

That we with you might lie and rest,
O happy, happy dead.

C. D. Stephens.

Acid Drops.

T iie London Society for Promoting Christianity among 
Jews has just held its annual meeting at Exeter Hall, un 
the blessing of God and the Bishop of London. The •t’0ClC(]Cit 
income for the past year has been ,£40,342. There d°eS y 
appear to have been many converts bagged for the n’01 ■ ( 
The Bishop felt moved to say that success in spiritual work n 
not be counted by mere numbers ; besides, there were b

ding
in-

when periods of non-success were followed by great in 
ings. We conclude, therefore, that the Society is spc11' 
its income—on its officials, and waiting for the great 
gatherings ; that is to say, for the converted Jews.

The Christian Evidence Society has also held its anl̂  
meeting, this time at the Mansion House, with Aldern^
Sir Joseph Savory in the chair. One of the principal spea
was the Rev. J. Morgan Gibbon, who admitted that “ a sl”a.

.........................  • "  • “ ■ ' ■ ’n
it. -

We should like to hear wh^

y\aa ww j .  ...V.. v. ..y. --- . , [¡ĵ t
proportion of unbelief was intellectual,” but maintains0 ^  
most of it was “ due to lack of desire to obey”—10 0
words, to sheer wickedness, 
the Rev. E. L. Engstrom, the Society’s head secretary: 
pared to uphold this view, 
the Rev. T. T. Waterman,

is Pre‘
reta?’With regard to the other secret . 

B.A. (we mustn’t forget the r>;’.Yhat be 
ni°Îefor he never does), we have no sort of quarrel with 

said— namely, that the Society “ needed imperatively ’’ jy 
intelligent qualified specialists as lecturers.” Every 
knows that.

Sir Joseph Savory, the chairman, expressed surprise that*
Christian Evidence Society was needed at this time of i 
“ Nineteen hundred years,” he said, “ ought to have Pr ^ 
the power of Christianity.” Well, so they have, Sir 
and that is why there are so many unbelievers. Christ* „ 
is a mighty power for maintaining the supply of flats > r 
whom so many sharpers make a capital living.

annü!i
oti°n

Archdeacon Sinclair, another speaker at this C. E. S. 
meeting, said that the Society existed for the “ prornou“^  
true Christian thought” in this country. Perhaps it. 
but in that case it is so much the worse for true Clip’ j
thought. With regard to Christian Evidences, as iHu^ ^ ,
by this Society and its advocates, it is, generally spcajVeilve
undeniable that they either find a man a blackguard °r . j to 
him so. Mr. Engstrom’s attention has often been cal ^  
the mental and moral antics of his employees, but 11 
always shuffled out of the difficulty by means of the .je 
evasions, and we have come to the settled conclusion ti1
privately sanctions their worst excesses.

MoKThe plague is ravaging, as usual, amongst the 
medan pilgrims to Mecca. Not that they mind it !, j|,e 
rather like It, for they really believe in heaven, an. [|ic 
plague takes them a day’s march nearer home. ba 
secular authorities have to subject them to quaf ^  
regulations ill passing through the Suez Canal. Stc ^|,t 
carrying them are only allowed to advance by day ; at -<* 
they are tied up and surrounded by a cordon of arme 
with instructions to fire if the pilgrims attempt to escap

¿d trool*

America and Germany are joining England in rCr înO 
the people of India who are suffering from a terrible . pi 
caused (on Christian theories) by the deliberate neg1 , ¡i> 
“ Providence.” No less than 5,474,000 persons are °0ftbe 
receipt of relief. It is pitiful to read of the suffering5 
poor little children.

' ^  
Lord Kinnaird said a very curious thing about that 

famine. Speaking at the Zenana Bible and Medical 
he said : “ lie  would not say much about the fainine> j lCiii- 
that, while they’ were trying to help, they should cast
selves upon God in the time of trouble.” Why God, 1 <

- ..................... - - ......................
poor s»£ o<

O E i V W  L4J1A211 U U U  A i l  L l l l ^  U l l l U  U t  A A v U U A C #  » Y A I J  j  |  0 ^  if

be a God, has himself caused all the trouble, by “„tarV‘ ,
..............ng the crops. Happily the poor

better resource than casting theirisc- ^
rain and blighting the crops, nappiiy tne pou* -. ,e5, “j 
Hindus have a better resource than casting thernse 
being cast, upon God. Subscriptions are far more 
than divine interposition. ___ ^

“ Is there a God ?” was the (reported) exclania^0[i  ̂
President Kruger on hearing of the terrible expl° qo>[ 
Begbie’s foundry at Johannesburg. If this be 
Paul’s faith was shaken, and it must have been a tren 
explosion to do that. We do not hear that anybody al 0»
Kruger’s question. .  ----------- —

&

„  As a matter of fact, of course,
knows whether there is a God or not; but it looks e* get 
unlikely, and we fancy the most pious Boers . o'1' 
glimpse of this truth before, or after, the war ¿0 
Certainly, if there is a God, he seems to have be 
mandeered by the enemy. ___  ̂£ll

The annual festival of the Sons of the Clergy waS ôli51 
Wednesday afternoon at St. Paul’s Cathedral. Tne uSt 1 
the clergy, acknowledged and unacknowledged) 
pretty numerous.
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"“'«or. tr’ .StarIey> °f Barr’s Hill, Coventry, is a cycle 
has often u- e Vs a'so a good Christian. In that capacity he 
aMy jj ondered why the Hebrew scriptures have invari- 
m‘schief ],„P!aced before the Christian. To remedy this 
pent first 6 ?S Pr'nte<I a new Bible with the New Testa
te hopes rtf0 , dle Okl Testament after it, by which means 
■ ntelleĉ i 6 *a t̂er will no longer prove “ an obstruction to 

J ratelv f a n d s P'r‘tual growth.” Mr. Starley has con- 
-> .ayur0d us with a copy of this novel production.

sidei
Wethani'u-VUI . ______ - ................... ...... ,________
h doesn’t Por '9  an(d we are almost sorry to tell him that 
and Christ’ 3tter a Partbing to us in what order the Hebrew 
Pfthe p-gn|.an scriptures are printed. Our religion, like that 
°e found neniaP ' n fbe play, is in neither of them, but may 
ï e did tii; U| , blank page which divides them. Still, 
Christian J?. t lat- the Old Testament was a part of the 
oihervviSe anptUres- hlr. Starley, however, seems to think 

1 nd we allow him the liberty of his opinion.
The sill

Palherineyâeason is drawing near, and the ghost of Queen 
■ rdly su n n  ° Ward ?nce more walks Hampton Court. We 
n Pr°bab|,, St, Sae is searching for Henry the Eighth, who 
itead call* f, “ ling his six hundredth spouse in what Mr. 

calls the borderland.

Here is the^v. C, p -;eague parsons are going it strong, 
n ? Const¡1 c ^a*'s> rector of Weston-super-Mare, speaking 
“[itish l.:nil.:;10naI Club dinner, and giving his ideas on the
Mu-Sre p —. 1 «  ucucvcu, me icpun says, uiai
k did it lin*11 ,1Sh people took our Bible and occupied land 
fitter civlu “ ®.stIy ar*d for the good of the country and for the 

kj , n wor[j VVhere we occupied land we

pire. giving
“ He believed,” the report says, “ that

tried S ? . ation of the10 Civil* vvuuu. VVI1UC Wtd UlAsUJJlCU M11U V\ l
and 1fe * le People and tried to give them good govern- 

, a‘s is j .  ’. "fjve all, to give them the Gospel of Jesus Christ.” 
Pl d ” is n n ,v y ,nch and rare. “ Took our Bible and occupied 

hrist ” ¡s 'lively delicious. “ Give them the Gospel of Jesus 
lern beancequally dainty morsel. It reminds us o f “ Give 

the s’ °r V ^ .fb e m  fits.” And it comes to pretty
^ i s t  a f t f f 016 ‘ n the end, for w e give them Jesus

lereUpo e muzzle^ o f a  rifle and the point o f a  b a y o n et;
-■ - cilG m issionarv rpinlrpc a r t r l  1-iic Vxt-nf 1-w*«- ft-»«

Wh,
C rs°a at m,lss}onary rejoices, and his brother the
- 10 bave j me

en, if t1, " €*... wuuwt ana
iney are not claimed in annual reports as con-

foilrgott,
have °Tme rubs ll.is bands with joy, and the poor devils 
n- . Jesus Christ “ given” to them are buried andv'erts,

,Tl;
Tory e.nd gentleman stated his own attitude towards 
rtsays i.X 'viBi refreshing frankness. “ He felt,” the 

pr Churci, Ulai-as l°ng as the Constitutional party upheld 
1 ntirch of n as tle  Church of the Establishment and the 
[.|,r Us far , 'lr country, it might look to her clergy to help 

Scratch v wanted help.” You scratch me, and
T|°ngst—vv,,u’ Cine good turn deserves another. ”  

elh parsons and Primrose Leaguers.
t: ■

rePo;
°Ur

Honor

"litri
cati act,

you
i or expect Bovril to be in love with Lipton’s

 ̂ ^ " “ reas * i*. ° f  them to be in love with Liebig. Nor 
L y ssentin.Tna-N exPect a Church parson to be in love with 
Ch to snee niln'ster- It was quite natural for Parson de 
cailrch. pj r at the 250 denominations outside his own 
tiâ PHiUentif 0°Jected to being included with them in any 

n'ty, and 0 °^ c.on? ratuIat*ons’ Religion means Chris- 
hristianity mean's Church of Englandism.

^This Rgy
¿ J < l ) ' ‘ ’rleS do Salis, who is a relative of the late 
tk„hop of BatieniSOn’ *las j ust had conferred upon him by the 
hoi Cathedral 1 Wells one of the three vacant stalls in 
v,y natural ¡i ■ ,e understand now, even better than before, 

'c 1 Stands 1S i ,at he should love the Primrose League, 
UP for religion and the Established Church.

A v ^ a t,
/n® PresK,,. j"uu  iimi was me inmisier 01 me rum  

the , n plarr i-rian Church, New York. A memorial tablet 
of rtex t: “ 'piL ln the vestibule of the sacred edifice, bearing 

C°d.” q-i ?er? remaineth, therefore, a rest for the people 
as‘U Was % lS vcry rough on the deceased, although the 

’ 01 c°urse, unintentional.

(ju-ju? as J ' T  past there have been laments in Church 
of th-1Cations of® ret? arkable falling off in the number and

Pr3 u V' C*r- John Hall was the minister of the Fifth

s3n

PaPerrsS°®e time
1 rh* LIUns n f  -------“ » o io  V2ii in  iit in iu tt i ct 11 ut

Hillp111? appear candidates for holy orders. The same kind 
a Pos'P'e> adJrBS ,• Pruvail in the Presbyterian Church. Dr. 
Paid ltlVe dis[r|.SSlnF the Aberdeen Church Synod, said it was 
•Of>C.  q b. aco to the Church to leave ministers so poorly 
of ln.le.sanic ;nT ° “ ald stated that young men were notshow- 
l’°vPi nisters I . 'nation to enter the divinity halls “ on account 

rty,” ing Ieft ;n a]m0S(; the condition of absolute

e f r  then “ a.
anti a°d his A°St S o lu t e  poverty” was the condition of 

the p ,postles- What more do these young men 
few Jtrnurch, as outside, the prizes and plums are

fo,
S i Z > w :

>on
-p, aa uuisiuc, me piizes dim piuins are

,«cUr--un that 1° y.°ung Christian student should feel it a 
V  tiai c hint th 6 '-s entering on an occupation which will 
I ho ,/  be unaKi priceless blessing of everlasting life, though 

b0sPcl 0jf p.? t° pay his landlady for his weekly washing.
nrist was never the gospel of the rich. Yet

there is a Pope with untold wealth, and an Archbishop of the 
Anglican Church with ^15,000 a year and two palaces.

O f Quo Vadis, as produced at the Adelphi, the Sunday Sun 
observes : “ It is hard, no doubt, to put art to the test of the 
sorrow of humanity, but when we talk about the struggles of 
the early Christians in Pagan Rome we are entitled to expect 
something better than a vapid harping on emotionalism, and 
something more real than the most antiquated impossibilities 
of melodrama.”

Miss Olga Nethersole has entered an action at Washington 
against one of the “ unco guid ” who made so much fuss about 
the play in which she appeared. The defendant is a Presby
terian minister, and she claims from him twenty thousand 
dollars (,£4,000) as damages. He denounced her from the 
pulpit as a “ lewd actress” in her assumption of “ Sappho.” 
Other suits will be instituted against papers and preachers 
who have attacked Miss Nethersole.

A curious craze seems to have seized Joseph Hewitt, stoker, 
who was sentenced to eighteen months’ hard labor at the 
Central Criminal Court for breaking and entering All Saints’ 
Church, Isleworth, and stealing the communion jugand glass 
and a bottle of wine. The haul was paltry, and Joseph Hewitt 
ought to have known better, because he has been convicted 
several times before of breaking into churches. He was 
never able to carry much away, for the simple reason that 
whatever there was worth having the parson already had in 
his own possession.

Worship in Mafeking seems to have been conducted under 
difficulties. The church has been partially unroofed, and it 
was impossible to worship in it during the daytime on account 
of the shells dropping around it. But church people met on 
Easter Sunday and prayed for relief in addition to commemo
rating the Passion and Resurrection. Poor people, they have 
a lot to thank the Lord and the War Office for !

When Archbishop Trench was Dean of Westminster he 
delegated Canon Cureton to preach at the Abbey on a certain 
saint’s day. On such days the boys of Westminster School 
attended service, and after service had the rest of the day as 
a holiday. While the Canon, on the morning of the day of 
which he was to officiate, was looking over his sermon at the 
breakfast-table his son asked, in a tone vibrating with anxiety, 
“ Father, is yours a long sermon to-day ?” “ No, Jimmy, not 
very.” “ But how long? Please tell me.” “ Well, about 
twenty minutes, I should say. But why are you so anxious 
to know ?” “ Because, father, the boys say they will thrash 
me awfully if you are more than half-an-hour.”

The French evangelical missionaries on the Zambesi River, 
Egypt, report the baptism of the heir to the throne of the 
country— Litia, son of Lewanika. He has been a professed 
Christian, “ except for one or two lapses.” After these lapses 
they put him on probation. If he keeps all right henceforth, 
he will be safe for the kingdom of heaven. But there is not 
the least evidence that Litia, son of Lewanika, knows any
thing about the faith he is accepting. It is English, and that 
is all he knows.

A sergeant-major of the 14th Hussars, writing from Blom- 
fontein, suggests that some of the parcels forwarded by post 
to the men in front are lost or appropriated because they are 
labelled “ Tobacco, pipes, etc.” He says if they were labelled 
“ Tracts ” their safe delivery would be ensured.

At Thorpe, Essex, the Rev. Osmond Cookson, vicar of 
Elmstead, has been fined £ 6  18s., including costs, for keep
ing a carriage, male servant, and three dogs without licences. 
A supervisor of Inland Revenue said the vicar had given the 
authorities a great amount of trouble.

At Cavendish Church, Manchester, where Dr. Talmage 
was announced to preach, Dr. Leach intimated that in view 
of an ill-founded, but prevalent, belief that Dr. Talmage 
exacted large fees for his work, he desired to say that “ Dr. 
Talmage comes to preach for us here without fee or reward 
except the luxury of doing good.” This may be quite true 
about his present visit, but when he came to England years 
ago he exacted large fees, and positively declined to go on 
the platform until he was paid. At Curzon Hall, in Birming
ham, he kept an audience waiting more than half-an-hour 
because he would have his fee in his pocket before he opened 
his mouth. The silly people who had paid to hear him were 
meanwhile singing “ Hold the Fort ” and other Moody and 
Sankey hymns. ___

Here is an amusing echo from one of the May meetings : 
Lord Chelmsford said that one great difficulty in the path of 
the missionary lay in the natural propensity of the Zulu to 
argument. The Zulus are a great talking people, and delight 
in arguing together for hours at a stretch ; and it is extra
ordinary with what keen interest they will thresh out a 
subject. It is, therefore, quite conceivable that the mission
aries may at times find themselves in very embarrassing
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positions. But, still, it seems quite clear that every effort 
to win these people to become good citizens and good Chris
tians will be amply justified sooner or later.

The Courts are winding up the Woman’s Land Syndicate, 
a fraudulent real estate scheme engineered by Mrs. R. A. 
Emmons, the wife of a Baptist minister, and secretary of the 
lecture bureau of the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union. 
Mrs. Emmons bought some land in Waukegon, 111., for three 
hundred dollars per acre, paying one hundred dollars down. 
She then cut it into lots, which she sold to the Christian 
Temperance women at from three hundred dollars to six 
hundred dollars each, or from three thousand dollars to six 
thousand dollars per acre. She and her confederates thus 
realised something more than half a million dollars, but 
never paid the mortgage on the land, which is now being 
foreclosed. The Christian Temperance women lose all they 
put in.— Truthseeker (New York).

A funny thing happened at the Royal Academy banquet. 
They put up the Archbishop of Canterbury to propose the 
toast of “ Prosperity to the Royal Academy,” and the old 
gentleman frankly stated that he was probably the most 
ignorant person in regard to art in the whole company. He 
said that he knew nothing about painting, and couldn’t even 
draw ; and that he was now too blind to see pictures at all. 
It was like choosing a bat or an owl to toast the sunshine.

“ The End of Sodom ” is the warm title of a play by 
Suderman, which is being acted in Berlin, after being passed 
by the Minister of the Interior. This official told the Emperor 
that he had asked himself “ Could I see this with my wife ?” 
The great William suggested another question, “ Could I see 
it with my daughter?” Well, there couldn’t be much harm 
in doing that if she had already perused the delectable story 
in the Bible on which the play is presumably founded, or by 
which it was probably suggested.

Emperor William rules by the grace of God. He has just 
declared that “ the consciousness of a task entrusted by God 
fills the soul of every monarch and prince equally with our
selves.” No doubt he includes his good friend Abdul the 
Damned, who is a monarch anyway, and not a beastly 
Republican or a disgusting Democrat.

The most interesting meteorological fact about May is the 
cold spell which almost invariably comes on for three or four 
days in the middle of the month. In nine years out of ten it 
is very cold from the 13th to the 19th of the month. This is 
generally attributed to the interception of the sun’s heat by 
the swarms of meteors through which the earth passes at 
this time. The real explanation of this “ stinging tale of 
winter,” however, is much more interesting, if less scientific. 
It is all the doing of St. Dunstan, whose day falls on the 19th. 
According to the legend, St. Dunstan was a brewer, and sold 
himself to the devil on condition that his Satanic Majesty 
should blight the apple trees, and so stop the production of 
cider, the rival drink; the blighting to be accomplished, 
according to express stipulation, by the 19th. The devil, if 
all tales of St. Dunstan are true, is sure of his bargain long 
ago, but he still keeps to his agreement, like a gentleman of 
his word, and the cold snap at mid-May is his annual redemp
tion of his promise.— Daily News.

That enterprising religious showman, the Rev. Wilson 
Carlile, let the cat clean out of the bag in an interview 
with a Daily News representative. He denied that he 
imitated the Salvation Army in his conduct of the Church 
Army, but proceeded to make the following admission : 
“ Here is how we began. We realised that the Salvation 
Army, all honor to it, was taking away many Church people 
on account of the Church’s want of an Evangelical outlet. 
So we started our Army.” Precisely so. In that sense, at 
any rate, it was intended as a rival to Booth’s organisation. 
And the same may be said of the Wesleyan West London 
Mission, and other Nonconformist efforts. The real truth 
is, that the Salvation Army was chiefly recruited from other 
Christian bodies, and something had to be done all round 
to stop the leakage.

President Kruger is a man of one book— the Bible. The 
following story is told of him by Mr. Hales, the war corres
pondent who was taken a prisoner by the Boers. English
men, Hollanders, Germans, and Boers were met round a 
camp fire during a shooting expedition, and the conversa
tion turned on great writers. A German praised Goethe, 
and an Englishman praised Shakespeare, but when Oom 
Paul’s opinion was asked he growled out that he had 
‘‘ Never read either of ’em.” He was then asked what the 
deuce he had read. “ Only this,” said Oom Paul, pulling 
a frayed and tattered Bible from his pocket, “ and I have not 
half mastered its glories yet, though I have read it day and 
night for well nigh forty years. When I have exhausted the 
Bible, I’ll perhaps find time for Shakespeare and Goethe. 
Tell me, had either of those men more wisdom to teach than I 
can learn from the Book of Proverbs ? Could either of them 
write such glorious lines as King David, the ancient poet of

the Jews, has left us in his wonderous Book of 1 sa 
Could either Shakespeare or Goethe have written the ? jje 
of Solomon ? If I want to read of hunting, I find it  ̂
Bible ; if I want to read of love, where in all the books 1 
the world is love described so simply, and yet so beauti j 
as in the Bible ? if I want to read of war or ambition, n.e 
go further than the Bible ? if I want an example of PatlC tej 
can I do better than study the Book of Job? if I feel ternijian 
by a woman, can I learn the folly of such things better  ̂
by picturing the mighty Samson shorn of his strengtn 
his eyesight through the treachery of Delilah ? Sa , 
alone in the midst of his foes. Do I think of the m^fe 
ship of man for man? Tell me, you book-worms, s„ 
in all the libraries of Europe can I read of anyth11]» ? 
well told as the love of David for his friend Jona ’ ter 
Can any books teach us a son’s duty to his father p } 
than the Bible ? What book or books can better gul ^  
man in his duty to his country ? Burn nine-tenths 0,, } 
books in the world to-day, and give each boy and S' a 
Bible, and the next generation of men and women " e 
be braver and better, more hopeful and courageous, 1 
charitable and thoughtful, more loveable and more eon 
than the men and women of to-day seem to be.”

Oom Paul would evidently make a first-rate Evang®^ 
preacher— that is, if he really does talk in this way. _ 
the war is over, and South Africa is resettled, if the y   ̂
Old Man of the Transvaal is in want of a job he 
worse than go on a preaching tour through Great Vn 0f 
He would be sure of big congregations, and no less su 
beating most of our own pious talkee-talkee men hollow-

The Essex Weekly News notes that the Grays Free_Cha 
Council have addressed a letter to the Urban A u t h o r it y  t\(5 
testing against a bye-law recently passed which pr° ’ t],c 
open-air meetings in the Public Park. It also notes th ^  
same Council have requested that secular music sh°u. 
be allowed in the Park on Sundays. The Free Churc  ̂
want to preach and pray to their hearts’ content in the [0
our contemporary says, and at the same time they 
prevent other people from hearing good music there.

Mr,
E. Scott, in the Yarmouth Mercury, replying 10, |]ic

o f f A t i r r  1 o t fû r  a  n m i o / l o A r l c  Ç P atIPS .„ifHeadley’s strong letter on the misdeeds of Popes
Catholic Church, has the ignorance or the impudence . (|,e 
that “ the victims of the Inquisition were the victims 
State.” The fact is, however, that wherever the loflj1' |aitV 
was established it was in spite of the opposition of 111 f£2lil

s»)

and the secular authorities. We advise E. Scott 
history at first-hand before inflicting any further letters 
a subject upon the public of East Anglia.

the
A Jewish member of the Primrose League writes 

Westminster Gazelle complaining of the permitted 1111 ,, 
these Church parsons. “ I never supposed,” he says» ¡pst 
the purpose of the League was to wage a crusade aS . is 
the faith of myself and my forefathers.” O f course a 
an “ infidel,” and the worst of infidels, for he rejects jjr, 
and his forefathers crucified Him [capital H please’ 
Printer, this time, to save the grammar].

What is the matter with the Malthusian League, °r 
with the Council, for there seems to be precious little 
Since the Secretary, Mr. W. H. Reynolds, received a t)je 
for ¿¿'800 as a legacy from the late Mr. Bonsor, 0Pe,vpo3'' 
League’s best supporters, there has been a curious *nCv.eque' 
tion to admit members. Mr. Reynolds received that ca 
and we presume he holds it, or what is left of it. This 
man is a self-made man, and looks the part to pef/® ¡)av« 
His manners to correspondents are simply porcine. "  [0 tl>e 
seen an acknowledgment by him of a subscription • so1”5' 
League, written on the back of a printed card inviting ^e, 
body or other to a public dinner, and without
address, or signature. Several persons of late have
us that they sent a member’s subscription to the Le®», tl>e
per advertisement, and had the amount returned at . tl,e, 
lapse of two or three weeks, with an intimation Q0e 
Council declined their application for membership-. flic 
these precious epistles lies before us as we w«“ ®*. yiotfjj

_ _ _ _ _ _ _  hscM
trouble to sign his reply ! The lady is told that her su 
tion is returned, and that she cannot be admit1® 
member. N o reason whatever is assigned ; the bruta ^  10 
is naked and unashamed. On the whole, we feel nl°tteil l) 
put these queries :— (1) Are any members being u1111
the League? and (2) Will any members be admitt 
the exchequer needs recruiting ?

c°',ff>6
Ur of the Chaldees, where Abraham is said to hav® P  

from, is supposed to be the cradle of the Jewish 
ruins are to be excavated, probably with a view to jj j 
“ cradle ” relics. Abraham’s rattle or popgun ') cre<''i>i 
decidedly interesting. And it may be found, for the u>& 
of “ explorers ” is notorious.
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

Is there’ .’ 3, T h e Athenaeum H all, London, W .C . ; 7.30,
a l -iod? An A nsw er to President K ru g e r’s Q uestion."^  * * • *  ' H W W C I  l u  X 1 C O l U C U l  X

’ ^«-«Chester ; 27, Athenaeum H all.

Mr,
,CiiaRles

To Correspondents.
W a tts ’sancl2o 'p*uS Wa t t s ’s L e c t u r in g  E n g a g e m e n ts .— May  19 

Charle’s SWorth ; 27, B radford.— A ll comm unications for Mr. 
Ralhanj g Should be sent to him at 24 Carm inia-road, 

. enveln ’ I f  a  reply is required, a  stam ped and addressed
WE g0‘°Pe must be enclosed.

feting-^,r?SS *00 f at*ly to report Mr. F oo te ’s highly successful 
Enounced ^ ann*n8’ Tow n on T u esd ay. Mr. Cohen was 

D* BAXtfp * dmid cheers> as the lecturer for the n ext w eek.
?> Rewsacnt w -  — 1   . ‘"''-■ ¡gow, has

supply the
rem°ved
Zenker9-nd ’ new sagent, late o f  G lasford-street, G lasgow , 

; l2  ̂ T ron gate, where he will be happy to suppl«  / --------- --7 -------- trtrj ~ " i-c -j -----
-**u an antl other Secular publications to his old custom ers 
should at num^er o f new ones. Freethinkers in the district 

JaMbs Ng once note his change o f address.
Mr, CohpTl'Kre*e,rs to the “ la rge  and attentive audience ” which 
I*ct that a r  >n. V ictoria-park on Sunday afternoon, and the
S e ¿«hnalCr lection of"  over ¿ 1  w as taken up for a  m ember o f 
t  spital ,een Branch who is seriously ill in the London 
,“y the s  mahing over £ 2  in all with the ai 
v.f°rmed ^ retary  during the preceding w eek  
V'ct°ria-r,J!it dlerc w as a  record sale " f

amount collected 
W e are also 

of the Freethinker inS. Rl’ 'Jria'Park.
_r-v

¡’ery val ‘ Hillon’s Sceptics o f  the Old Testament is really a
„ "e invest 0 e an<f interesting book. Y ou  will find it well worthV ^ m e n t .

I*1® news',UUlE' — A  w eekly contents-shcet shall be posted to 
I *lth, but^ent mentioned. Thanks. Mr. Foote is in good  
lear ¿ 0n, yery hard-worked and rather w eary. Pleased to 

> n l y t h y °AU as ,°ne o f  Ins readers. Y o u  m ay take it that 
aagards p  rchhishop of Canterbury, but every  other Bishop,c  • v/cuilci u i u y , u ni c v c i y  uliiui uis .

\V *e^°ry.” reation Story in G enesis as “ false ” except as

\L.Go>  ̂our cuttings are a lw ays welcom e and useful.
’ Pleased to hear that you are likely  to find time to

t<il°Ur contrih P(eethinker again . W e are a lw ays g lad  to receive 
'S.S t > .  ntions, as our readers are  to peruse them.

°L ent F und .— M iss V an ce ackn ow led ges G ates-1. T A o
- j o '

„  t, --Lions, as our readers are  to peruse them.
, ’’eaei p -Nevolent “
’ R-VLst  nd’  IOS‘

?.ave a°n!'~r>'eascd to hear that the new sagent, to  whom you 
h'S ^u„,iUarantec for unsold copies, has been ab e to sell out 
agents eK0f the Freethinker. W e are sending him a  w eekly  
4 ls not s„leet-’ Many  thanks for your trouble in the matter. 
f s you Sa“ rp" s in g  to learn that you are  " quiet a t  M otherwell. 0 y°u dle War absorbing all interest. W e are  ob lgec 

?> u - y ° u r  congratulations, and feel a  little red in the face  
’ avAK ^ ° mP>>ments.

timo °-iUr ,letter is inserted this w eek. W e  w ish you  a  
/ eethinl~ u.rinS  your holiday in the U nited States. y ie- w_t, . \ ouf c y ' t l f t  s h a lf

holiday in __ _
be sent to the address

States, 
you mention.th * 1

 ̂bas n ^ ^ a,nS'e *n premises ought to prove beneficial.”
Proved so 6 *

lng. n,1" nim th ---- ..............
P̂ n'v W® have ,1^,mt,dder he g e ts— which is, at least, divert- 

n Suffer dir^ show ed the Freethought Publishing Com- 
: recent business difficulties, as will

l so already.
„  f  feelings are natural, but w e don’t intend  to 

fellow. T h a t is w h at he is fishing for, and the more

-Y , 
fel 

?fe hi

M>ny?ti-  • 1e it a nnual report. W hile the Com pany w as 
Was not losing any c a p ita l; no, not so much as

HiÇyou '«ana tìCts senf- Kindly forw ard a  bill of the lectures-
r anyhn°°n and *.° a  press paragraph inserted about the 
’ tOg, 'v- 'e n in g  lectu res?  It would be worth trying,
'vii e ; p° rtEr 
on tK°Pcn tR ’th, i- u Ey e Thanks for you r letter. W e are keeping a 

nj!e Venmin°.r l . tn'cks o f the bigots. W e a lw ays reckon
tl UJT Possib)^US'n^ us ad dle ann° y ance and doing us all

!'l the a dnhs o ^ :  Such cuttings are a lw ays welcom e. Mr. 
h'*bleforUi Um'i- i‘sitm g the W est o f  England and South W ales 

’ ™ -  ^Unday lec  ̂ e C o-operative H all at Plym outh still avail-

Sharles

•w.
,§Uay

°ns, "
‘he if
N e r ^ o f c Bradlaugh affirmed and took his seat 
J!'Ofe I,arr'cd b ^ n s o n j u l y  2, 1880, by  virtue o f  the standing
' s  b- J'til . Ir- G ladstone on the previous day, and sat

thaT. **> »881. It .was his vntinir in tht̂  Hmisp. on

v ; ca«

C > h y- ; , t h a:  xl -wet» ms vuLiny in uic n o u se , on
0tPtH0n‘ £>500 ’ n rise t°  the N ew d egate  action for the legal 
B ’lo u.S hi J}‘ radlaugh’s O aths A ct passed the H ouse o f 

C ° f  Lord n' b>er’ and passed unaltered through

It w as his votin g in the H ouse, on

the

H. Percy  W ard.— W e have handed Mr. E. B arreya tt’s complaint 
to M iss V an ce, who w ill attend to it on behalf o f the Freethought 
Publishing Com pany. U nfortunately, these com plaints as to 
the business at 28 Stonecutter-street are com ing in like a  flood. 
T h e Com pany will, a t least, see that those who have paid for 
the Freethinker shall receive it, if  they will only send particulars. 
W e note your sta'em ent that “ T here is much satisfaction being 
expressed locally at the new  m anagem ent o f  the F reethought 
Publishing Com pany, L im ited.” Y o u r su ggestion  re Mr. Joseph 
Sym es is under consideration.

W . C o x .— T h e Liverpool Branch has our best w ishes for its new 
year.

C . D . S tephens.— A lw a y s pleased to hear from you.
D. F rankel.— See paragraph. L et us know  if another appeal is 

necessary.
Papers R eceived .— T h e T orch  o f R eason— W orld ’s A dvanced 

T hought— Boston Investigator— N ew  Century— P rogressive 
Thinker— Isle o f  Man T im es— People’s N ew spaper— Sydney 
Bulletin— T iverton G aze tte — Yarm outh M ercury— T h e E thical 
W orld— E ssex W eekly  N ew s— G la sg o w  E venin g C itizen— Illus
trated W eek ly  N ew s— T w o W orlds.

T he National Secular S o c iety ’s office is at 1 Stationers' H all Court, 
Ludgate Hill, E .C ., w here all letters should be addressed to 
M iss V an ce.

T he Freethinker will be forw arded direct from the publishing 
office, post free, at the follow ing rates, p re p a id :— One year, 
10s. 6d .; h a lf year, 5s. 3d.; three months, 2s. 8d.

Lecture Notices must reach 1 Stationers’ H all Court, L u dgate 
Hill, E .C ., by  first post T uesd ay, or they will not be inserted.

F riends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by 
marking the passages to which they wish us to call attention.

It  being contrary to Post-Office regulations to announce on the 
w rapper when the subscription expires, subscribers w ill receive 
the number in a  colored w rapper when their subscription î  
due.

Letters for the Editor o f  the Freethinker  should be addressed to 
1 S tationers’ H all Court, L u d gate  Hill, E .C .

O rders for literature should be sent to the F reethought Pub
lishing Com pany, Limited, 1 S tation ers’ H all Court, L u dgate  
Hill, E .C .

Scale of A dvertisements ¡— T h irty  w ords, is. 6d.; every  suc
ceedin g ten words, 6d. D isplayed Advertisem ents :— One inch, 
4s. 6d .; half column, £ 1  2s. 6d.; column, £ 2  5s. Sp ecial terms 
for repetitions.

Sugar Plums.

Mr. F oote lectures at the Athenaeum Hall this evening 
(May 13), and will take for his subject “ Is there a God? 
An Answer to President Kruger’s Question.” Freethinkers 
should bring this lecture to the notice of their more orthodox 
friends and acquaintances.

Last Sunday evening Mr. Charles Watts lectured in the 
Athenaeum Hall, London, to a very appreciative audience. 
The heavy rain that fell just before lecturing time interfered 
somewhat with the attendance. Those, however, present 
thoroughly enjoyed the review given of “ The Freethought 
Scientists of the Victorian Era.” Previous to the lecture 
Mrs. Charles Watts gave two interesting recitations, which 
were received with great applause.

Mr. Cohen’s open-air lectures were interfered with by the 
rain on Sunday. We hope he will be more fortunate in this 
respect to-day (May 13). He lectures in the morning on 
Clerkenwell-green, and at Finsbury-park in the afternoon. 
No doubt the local “ saints” will rally round him in strength 
on both occasions.

Mr. Robert Forder is somewhat better in health than he 
has been for many months. During the past half-year he 
has been quite unable to attend to his business, and it 
became absolutely necessary for the Freethought Publishing 
Company to do its own business in its own premises. Mr. 
Forder has sent in his resignation as Honorary Secretary of 
the National Secular Society on the ground of his broken 
health, but of course he remains a Vice-President, and thus 
retains his connection with the Society. Probably the 
honorary- secretaryship will be abolished at the approaching 
Conference. It was only created in order that Mr. Forder, 
in resigning the paid secretaryship some years ago, might 
continue to render special service in that way.

- Unfortunately, the dislocation of business following on 
Mr. Forder’s breakdown has been very trying. A number 
of subscribers to the Freethinker have written to the Company 
this week complaining that they have not received the paper. 
Their complaints have been attended to, but it would be well 
if further complainants would state the facts regarding their 
subscriptions— that is, how long they subscribed for, and the 
date of commencement.

It has been stated that it will take some time to make up the 
ground lost by this dislocation of business during the last six 
months generally, and during the last two or three months
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in particular. We are happy to say, however, that a distinct 
improvement has taken place already, especially in regard to 
th& Freethinker, which moved up last week towards its normal 
circulation. Considering all it has suffered of late, the Free
thinker may be set down as almost indestructible.

We are making up an entirely fresh list of newsagents who 
will display a weekly contents-sheet of the Freethinker if it is 
posted to them. Several names and addresses of such news
agents have been forwarded to us during the past three 
weeks, but we are very anxious to obtain more. Will our 
friends kindly interest themselves at once in this matter? 
It is of very great importance to the circulation of the paper, 
and, therefore (we may say), to the spread of the Freethought 
movement.

Mr. H. Percy Ward keeps up his activity at Birmingham. 
In addition to his Freethought labors he has “ taken on ” a 
public debate with Mr. G. Tooth, of the Social Democratic 
Federation, the subject for discussion being, “ Can Socialism 
Benefit the People?” with special reference to the. Law of 
Population. The debate takes place on Sundays, May 13 
and 20, in the Prince of Wales Assembly Rooms, Broad- 
street. Mr. A. Scrimshire is to occupy the chair each evening 
at 7 o’clock.

The Birmingham Daily Gazette prints an excellent letter 
from Mr. H. Percy Ward protesting against the “ Liberal ” 
Eight on the Birmingham School Board being called 
“ Secular.” He points out that the Liberal Eight advocate 
Bible-reading in the schools, while Secular education 
involves the exclusion of all religious teaching whatsoever. 
With regard to School Board education, Mr. Ward says : “ It 
is the duty of the consistent Secularist to oppose both the 
Church and the Liberal party.”

The Liverpool N. S. S. Branch held its annual meeting on 
Sunday evening. It was well attended, and with the local 
resources, and the assistance received from the Secular 
Society, Limited, the Branch commences the new year free 
from debt and with an improved prospect in other ways. 
Mr. Hammond was elected president, Messrs. Rhodes and 
Degnan vice-presidents, Mr. Shippam treasurer, Mr. Cox 
secretary, and Messrs. Ross and Small auditors.

The Leicester Secular Society sends us its Report for the 
year ending April 1, 1900, printed by order of the Committee, 
priced at one penny, and obtainable at the Secular Hall, 
Humberstone-gate. It is cheerful and encouraging reading. 
Everything connected with the Society appears to be progress
ing. Mr. William Wilber is the new President, in succession 
to Mr. Sydney A. Gimson, who has retired from the post after 
twelve years’ loyal and invaluable service. Mr. Gimson’s 
interest in the Society remains unabated, and he offers ^ io o  
towards the ,£500 which he proposes to raise for its work in 
the immediate future. We may add that Mr. Gimson is now 
Treasurer as well as a vice-president. In September next the 
Leicester Secular Society will hold a three-days’ Bazaar, con
tributions to which will be thankfully received. We note that 
Mr. Gould’s salary and expenses as Secretary and Organiser 
are borne by a separate Fund, and do not appear in the 
Society’s balance-sheet. This separate Fund needs to be 
from £\(x> to jG2°°  yearly, and we hope it is adequately 
supported. Mr. Gould is a man of great ability and tireless 
energy, and the Leicester Secular Society is to be con
gratulated on having secured his services.

“ Without fears, without desires, without ceremonies, he has 
used sheer reason, and played the philosopher.” We agree 
with the Daily News that Voltaire’s “ fine description of 
Confucius” has been realised by Mr. Herbert Spencer. 
“ Our great philosopher,” as Darwin called him, has just 
completed his eightieth year. His life, or at least his work, 
is practically closed. He has earned the admiration of all 
intellectual men and women, and his name will live in the 
roll of illustrious thinkers. In spite of his idolaters, however, 
he is not infallible. Future thinkers will add to his work, 
and subtract from it, and amend i t ; for even the greatest of 
systems is small in comparison with the illimitable universe. 
But away with reservations and exceptions ! Let us end 
with perfect cordiality, and wish Mr. Herbert Spencer a 
beautiful, serene sunset to his laborious and noble life.

The Humanitarian League’s annual report states that “ A 
large number of the League’s pamphlets on ‘ The Shadow of 
the Sword ’ and ‘ International Arbitration ’ have been circu
lated.” The first of these two pamphlets was presented to 
the League by its author, Mr. G. W . Foote.

The N. S. S. Branch’s open-air work at Limehouse should 
be well supported by the local Freethinkers, as there is likely 
to be more than dialectical opposition offered by the Christian 
Evidence Brigade. These people boasted of having driven 
Secularism out of Limehouse, but they have done nothing of 
the kind, and they must not be allowed to “ drive ” it out in 
the worst sense of the word.

May  13

The Failsworth Secular Sunday School, whose pr°£?el (i 
are chronicled in another column, has invited Mr. f 
attend the opening function on Saturday, May 19- jjy 
presence,” the Secretary says, “ would be highly esteem i  
your I'ailsworth friends.” Mr. Foote has replied that lj ( 
be happy to attend if possible. He lectures at Mancp^ 
on the Sunday (May 20), and will try to leave London in 
to be present at the interesting Failsworth ceremony.

The following circular has been sent by post to a n 
Secularists, principally in London : “ T he Coming ^ 

ference.— For the first time in eleven years the oa 1.

ibef

of

Secular Society’s Annual Conference will be held in . £|J1 
on Whit-Sunday (June 3, 1900). Delegates from Pf0V j-r0it 
Branches, and many individual members, will come up 0[ 
all parts of England, Scotland, and Wales ; ant*,.s0̂efoii’

Lon<them, perhaps, will never have seen the metropolis 
It would be a graceful thing, therefore, if the > u„ 
Secularists, particularly, were to provide a Fund , ji 
social entertainment of these provincial visitors, if 0 
recognition of the hospitality shown to visitors from Lon“1

at so many proviacial Conferences. Such a fund jia 
sanctioned, at my suggestion, by the N. S. S. Executive^t|} 
I now invite subscriptions towards it, which can be s ^  
me, or to the Secretary (Miss E. M. Vance), or to the R° 
Treasurer (Mr. S. Hartmann). Whatever sums are re anil 
will be promptly acknowledged in the Freethinki 
deposited in the Treasurer’s hands, for ultimate use act' . ef 
to the Executive’s determination. O f course the ex 4|, 
that use will depend upon the response to tins 
Personally, I should like to see as much as ef on
This would enable us to provide our visitors with a d»' ¡¡a
the Sunday, and (say) a drive in brakes around Lon ¡je 
the Monday. But this is only a suggestion, and f le sSioi: 
matter, practically, in the hands of those I am addf , jjjll 
— G. W. Foote ( President, N. S. S.) ,  1 Stationers 
Court,' Ludgate Hill, London, E.C.”

and tli'
This circular was only sent out on Monday, ,r at ̂  

following subscriptions were received by Miss Vane 1 [gt 
N. S. S. office, 1 Stationers’ Hall Court, on Tuesday :£ ê 4lt 
Anderson £10, D. Yule £ 1 ,  C. Bowman 10s., E. J- .

\ I „  n m o m ,  e n U c o n n f i o n e  „ T i l l  i - f l f T l f i  1 “  . „ i l l 1

the next week. That £ ¡0  ought to be made up jvery1
ids"I ÄWhat is it amongst so many, if they only put their <■ - 

their pockets, and take out, and give, what they’ w 
miss, and what will help to make this coming Co 
not only a glorious but a genial success ?

----- IABranches of the National Secular Society should j (W 
making arrangements for representation at the Ann \V 
ference, which is to be held in London on Whit- Su" 3  
shall have to write at greater length on this subj 
week.

The National Secular Society.
ifi.

Report of monthly Executive meeting held at 1 s|i 
Hall Court, E.C., on Thursday, May 3 ; the 1 e:

There were also P1"
lao1?'

•ese'ï' e \V-Mr. G. W. Foote, in the chair. ___
Messrs. E. Bater, C. Cohen, T. Gorniot, S. Hartm.^,  v 
Heaford, W. Leat, B. Munton, A. B. Moss, J- \0yh 
Quay, C. Quinton, V. Roger, F. Schaller, T. Th 
Watts, T. Wilmot, and the Secretary. .¡j

Minutes of previous meeting read and confirmed- y  
A letter was received from Mr. R. Forder 

resignation of the honorary secretaryship in c o n „tiri£ Li
llis failing health, and a resolution was passed acceij «¡pd
resignation and noting his reference to the Executive
gence and goodwill.” been '"\t

The President reported that arrangements had v p\FJ, 
for the business meetings of the Conference to ,V
the Athenaeum Hall, 73 Tottenham Court-road, 
the evening meeting at the Queen’s (minor) Halb  ̂
Palace, Regent-street, W. xPP°V

Messrs. E. W. Quay, W. Leat, and E. Bater vvere C° 
as a Conference Reception Committee, and MeS J
arid Gorniot as the Agenda Committee. j P'ffji

The President was asked to draw up the Ann 
and present to the special meeting which was a ^
Monday, May 14. . - ¡es 'lJ ‘

The Secretary reported the result of her inq11' jp'-Vr 
Annual Excursion, and was instructed to arrange• . (el " 
and Ramsgate with a general tea at the Terrace >
prietor, Mr. S. Munns). .

Mr. Quay moved, and Mr. Hartmann seconded, 
door demonstrations be arranged as early as Pos 
the plan of last year.” Carried. j,

The meeting then adjourned.
Edith M. V ance,

- 1 Z—...  ■  ̂ 1̂ $
N.B.— Provincial Branch officials will greatly^  l>0 

Secretary by sending names of delegates, etc.» 
of motion for the Agenda immediately.
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W o m an and Modern Religion.
Her Deb

asement under J udaism and C hristianity.
The Bibi
^ euousV 1̂  ^Hristian theology are everywhere con- 
and Un. . ’° r thei 
tion, nln, hlnLr grossness 
PHmary 6 •a,Kl female.
Pttpetû j .  ̂ 0—
"Uke reli,r'111Tlat;ur' ,;y and bound it to barbarism. They 
and ^ 10a offensive to creniiis. intnlernhle tn iu st in v

consciousness. W ith uniform 
they maintain the distinc- 

They rarely rise above the 
PerPetua.'T,::t" alisn.1- They have doomed religion to

at'd 'ncan'hi1 °^ ens‘ve to genius, intolerable to justice, 
‘he altar of 6 They sacrifice spirituality upon
vici0Us sexuality. They constitute a venerable and 
°ne-half pSPlracy a&ainst the freedom and equality of 
> a n  an , S f .  !luman race. They insult and enslave 
l>1an-iI1acie ,,,ve robbing her. A man-made Bible, a 
‘‘'‘dent tri 1 le°'?£y> and a masculine God are the 

. Poor  ̂ C :l'Hance against the really divine part of 
> nformJVor'H. *ts motherhood. There are persons 
'i (avor of t aSr°- Historical facts and strongly prejudiced 
Hieve that^ u "l° na  ̂ reHi?‘on who honestly and candidly 

resPect ¡n .1 ? woman has achieved of elevation and 
atlcf the Ck .lls. world she owes to the Christian Bible 

Within th_St,an Churd\
!”aie in c Past generation great progress has been 
L°nS forgot,'n^ out the story of the past. Buried cities 
ee" broiirM.” ’ and even until unearthed unknown, have

fV s ,
have
S ts

HHck1 *°. .H^ht. Pictures, tablets, inscribed

vari been 'j- architecture, monuments, and symbols 
1 °f the ,l.rCovcreH upon which have been found 
, and tu 1 • ’ fHe customs, the thought, the ainbi-and the

’°Us sou S  ldea*s ° f  vanished people. From these 
wfrange tffCeS knowledge the world has discovered 
S en Wonu"1^  ^  is that the world once knew a time 
¡!Scr'birig tu Was Regarded as supreme. The word 
il Hte old fv- ̂  Per'oH >s matriarchal or mother-rule
>  »lneen'3?numents found in the buried Egyptian cities 
i, l,ie d istan t-! Wears the triPle crown. Man’s hand

in
Theg  " ^ i n o r i f  V  » ■wi J . - / V . I  X U  u p u i l  1 X 1 0  U W l i  U l  U V V .
onj 0fity whf j exercjse civil, ecclesiastical, and judicial 

1 uPon w 1C > '’Ho triple crown signifies was conferred

autho-j. past never placed it upon his own brow.

a f e . a § ' eWoman. Man wears the triple crown in the
Tfe is the pope of Rome, but in the ancient 

given that distinction and¡ ¡ S Ä
tti0]
¡ÜRi

In those days, according to

fe
market6 ru'ns> women traded, bought and sold 

laboriou’s " ^ - e ^le man devoted himself to the
he*'1 P io m ijrr foil; In the marriage ceremony the 
Itb^’He, and ? ? ecI'ence to his wife in all things, took 
kU-^ofessm- ProPerty passed under her control.
equ r QWas • ^ 'ik in so n ’s statement that the marriage 
cL. Hy. -j'|SILr.naHsed by great contentment and perfect 
Ch, r 'n fife le Husband and wife sat in the same double 
A  up f ad. jested in the same tomb inH  tral a , to tills 

at the 
Sods.

death. In
day, in pagan China, a priestess 

altar where the people worship their
the' °f Chrj^fj Am ong the Finns, before the introduc 
GerAar> in fh lan'ty> the woman took precedence over 
o^'any, be fC P?rforma*ice of domestic worship. In 
of A  °f Priest/2, 11 Was convertcd to Christianity, the

P l . .  _Ss W as c o m m o n  S*ir.PP t h n  fItn m non**rt Ch
Prie!;, M l
is

r*stian
was common. Since then the women 

state have been reducedw ., of i i  ' o l'“ .l c  nave d c c u  reaucea to slaves, 
b°°d, an ,lc ancient peoples recognised a female 

?0ne 1 a peCui-. l?fiether with it a feminine God. This 
t>tac[. It seem'antT ° f  climate, or soil, or latitude, or 
VnA® °f thpS l° Have been the common thought and 

A C dsouthandentS- ^  f°uud east and west, 
the m, *

a With inn • ent Scandinavians the women were 
vet0 men \v l” te respect. They sat in all the councils, 
Was Po\V( rtr ' '
ill

a 'VHS t0 (-leclared they possessed the 
tHv'lnSense nr'non-  that ancient pagan people there

CQ q  . tlatllvr.1 !___i* J 1 i • II 1 ,1natural justice that impelled them to 
rs tc ’ - - - -

up°n the prim and reeking
ar acHfiCe[j 1<“’ s to decide whether their sons should

be

V  A
°ldest ^’iiong UH°n the grim and reeking altar of 
4r* elab'l 0̂r'8'ina1Ur -0VVn ^ UI1‘ Indians, said to be the 
t^^rn-n^te sv-Atri^e uPon the continent, there was 
• Jupig v  by Sgv‘̂  enJ of worship. It was represented 

if thern” cities, each one of which had a great 
Pan!

'»to'
» 0,H'
C ï p S ’.‘« o rSt Offi

Were more cities, they were grouped 
n- JurL jfst offip- *even' In six of these city temples 
m^tesx cti°n aiuI bad limited authority within

In the seventh city there was a high 
who had final authority over all the

> a Woman

other cities and over all other priests. There is a legend 
that when they were looking for the coming of their 
Montezuma, their Messiah, their simple Indian C h rist; 
when they were about to perish from the drouth— for 
they lived in a land where rain never fell— flocks and 
fields and human life were supplied from the water of 
three great springs that rarely became exhausted— but 
in this long and cruel drouth two of them had gone dry 
aud the third was failing. The lives of their flocks, 
their harvest, their own lives, were dependent upon the 
maintenance of this spring until there should come the 
strange subterranean force that replenished them from 
the hidden sources of the earth. No rain had ever 
been known to fall. In that time of extremity it was a 
woman, a maiden, that went out and turned her face 
towards the east, from which, the tradition said, their 
deliverer was to come. Their deliverer was the rain. 
It was the cloud bearing water and bringing health and 
hope and givin g life. This maiden went out and turned 
her face towards the east. Above her bent the brazen 
sky without a cloud or sign of rain. W hile she waited 
rapt, expectant, and intent, a cloud gathered upon the 
horizon and slowly ascended to the zenith above her 
head, and the great drops began to fall. W ith the 
impact of the first drop upon her she became with child, 
and the son born of the Indian virgin came at last to 
be the deliverer of the people. The legend is so strangely 
similar in many respects to the world-old and world
wide stories of virgin-born redeemers that it -is alike 
suggestive and full of interest. But it was the woman, 
the priestess, that stood there beneath the withholding 
skies w aiting for deliverance from the great invisible 
spirit. Deriving their redeemers from woman, such is 
the story of all religions. Then degrading woman, 
such is modern religion.

W hen the Portuguese discovered M alabar in the 
fifteenth century, a small country 150 miles long and 
forty miles wide, lying on the eastern shores of the 
Indian Ocean, they were astonished to find two things. 
The first was the opulence of the cities, the advance 
that had been made in industrial arts, the perfection of 
the navy, and the refinement of the habits of the people. 
The other thing was that the affairs of that simple 
pagan people were entirely under the control and direc
tion of their women. That was in the fifteenth century, 
at a time when the Christian continent of Europe was 
in the utmost depths of its Christian degradation, igno
rance, superstition, vice, and crime.

The pagan philosophy that recognised the natural 
superiority of woman must have proceeded in the most 
rational way. It looked upon her as the mother, the 
creator, and the preserver of man and of his world. 
Man knew then as we know now that civilisation began 
with the mother. All progress in this world is led 
forward by the divine guide, love. W om an was the 
lover f i rst ; man was the fighter. The fighter never 
made civilisation ; the sword never brought anything 
into light but blood and suffering, agony and tears. It 
is the heart that bends and broods, the soul that watches 
and waits, the spirit that is thrilled and glorified by 
loving that brings progress to mankind. It is conceded 
now that the formation of the family was the first step 
in the progress of civilisation ; but the family unit con
sisted primarily in the relation between mother and 
child. M arriage, as we use the word, did not exist, and 
was not known then. The child did not know its father, 
perhaps the mother did n o t ; but the child knew its 
mother and the mother knew her child, and when the 
ancient pagan, half-barbarian mother sat beneath the 
shade of some booth in the forest and watched and 
sang in minor key her lullaby to her babe she chanted 
the first note of this world’s progress. It is singular, 
too, that in this conception of the early pagan time 
there was a hint— unguessed, unsuspected by them, of 
course, but a hint— of the discovery that science was 
some day to make the discovery that the element of 
femininity pervades all the known worlds ; that in the 
plant as well as in the animal, in the crystal, the rock, 
the mineral as well as in the plant, this eternal correla
tion of the two forces exists and is inexorable. I fancy 
in that distant time the sentiment of the men, the simple 
reasoning of the simple man that lived in .the darkness 
before the Christian light had come, it may be that the 
thoughtful am ong them, those that were capable of 
being touched by sentiment, looked upon their mother
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and said : “ But for her I had not been ; I am because 
she is. I slept the strange and mysterious birth-sleep 
hidden beneath her heart, slowly filling with life, like a 
moon with silver. She went for me down to the gates 
of death and smiled through her agony that I might 
live. W hen I was helpless and weak and could not 
walk, her arms were at once my chariot and my couch. 
W hen I was ignorant and could not think and did not 
know, she was thought and providence for me. I slept 
beneath her loving eyes and wakened in the light o f her 
smile. I had my sustenance from her breast, ‘ that 
drifted font where perfect peace finds perfect form .’ ”

Thinking these things, man, in the long ago, placed 
upon woman’s brow the triple crown, and, looking up to 
the sky, knowing no higher, no holier name for the 
nameless one, called God mother.

— Tmthseeker (New York). J. E. Roberts.
(  To be continu ed.)

A New Testament Forgery.

B y  the Late J. M. W heeler.
If we select the Second Epistle o f Peter as an example 
of a New Testam ent forgery, it is not because we by 
any means consider the more important portions of that 
compilation to be genuine. On the contrary, of the 
twenty-seven documents included in the New T esta
ment only the first four epistles of Paul were certainly 
written by the person whose name they bear. W e 
instance the Second Epistle of Peter, both because it 
has been given up as spurious by many pious Chris
tians, and because, if spurious, there is no other alter
native than that o f forgery. Either it was written by 
the Apostle Peter, or it was fraudulently put forward in 
his name.

In the case of the Epistle to the Hebrews, which 
every competent critic admits was certainly not written 
by Paul, the only forged portion is the superscription 
declaring it to be “ the Epistle of Paul, the Apostle to 
the H ebrews.”  But even the orthodox are relinquish
ing the notion that the titles of their sacred books were 
dictated by that mysterious individual, the Holy Ghost. 
The Gospels are professedly according to, not written by, 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. W ith the Second 
Epistle of Peter there is no such evasion. The claims 
of the author to be the Apostle Peter are ostentatiously 
put forward. It commences by the writer styling him
self “ Simon Peter, a servant and apostle o f Jesus Christ.” 
He declares that he was present with Jesus in the holy 
mount, and heard a voice from heaven (i. 18). He says : 
“ This second epistle, beloved, I now write unto you ; in 
both of which I stir up your pure minds by way of remem
brance.”  Evidently he wishes to be taken for the same 
person as the author of the first epistle.

That, however, the Second Epistle of Peter is by a 
totally distinct writer is the conclusion of nearly every 
critic of eminence. Not only is its genuineness rejected 
by rationalist critics like Baur, Hilgenfeld, Bleek, Reuss, 
and Davidson, but also by conservative theologians like 
Calvin, Grotius, Neander, W eiss, Huther, Abbott, and 
Farrar. Indeed, Renan says that amongst true critics 
it has not a single defender. Both matter and manner 
of the two epistles are utterly unlike. Archdeacon 
Farrar says : “ Independently of this distinctiveness of 
verbiage, there is a wide difference between the two 
epistles in the general form of thought. This is a fact 
too obvious to be denied.” * The first epistle is full of 
H ebraism s,! the second not ; the first calls Jesus only 
Christ, the second continually calls him Lord and 
S avior; the first dwells on “ hope,” the second on 
“  know ledge.”

Still more decisive are the indications or late date 
in the second epistle, which Davidson places at about 
a .d. 170. The similarity with Jude is most strikin g,! 
and that the latter was the basis is proved by the 
greater simplicity, naturalness, and spontaneity of those 
expressions in Jude which are also found in Second

* The Early D ays o f  Christianity,  p. 104.
t  This by  no means proves it the w ork o f  Peter. It is extrem ely 

unlikely that a  Jewish fisherman knew  G reek  at all.
X Com pare especially chap. ii.
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Peter. If Jude borrowed from Second Peter the des ̂  
tion of the mockers in chapter ii., he would surely_ 
have borrowed their refutation in chapter iii. ! Petd'1:

11, “ W hereas angels, which are greater in P°vVLf0re 
might, bring not railing accusations against them * 1
the Lord,” is unintelligible without Jude ix., which»,,,
the particular instance of the archangel Michel,
when contending with the Devil about the b° jL, 
Moses, durst not bring against him a railing aC ’’ 
tion. Jude used the phrase “ clouds without 'va »

to “ wells withoutwhich Second Peter alters to “ wells without vV,at\|e
Reuss does not scruple to call the book a

hii”se!'
W hen Jude exhorted the faithful to be mindful, 0  ̂
words of your apostles, it was in keeping wi ^ 
character, for Jude was no apostle ; but w"e ‘ayeil 
writer of Second Peter copied the phrase he b® . ¡jy 
himself to be not of the number. The fact is fraudu ,1sties»concealed in our version, which reads “ us the apos . 
while the Revised Version gives the true transiarch" 
“ your apostles.”  The author, as Dr. Abbott and 
deacon Farrar show, was acquainted with the wo , 
Josephus, which were not published till after Pe(e to 
said to have been crucified at Rome. The alius10 ^  
the heresies are further indications of late date, ejts 
firmed by the fact that, whereas all the early docu of
of the New Testam ent speak of the second co
Christ as close at hand, Second Peter says that oi,e .„d 
is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a t h J j  

years as one day. The allusion to Brother 
epistles as scripture also betrays a post-apostol'0j y  
The Epistle of Peter to James, in which he spea 
Paul as “ the enemy,” more clearly shows the sp1 
primitive Christianity. ,u|t.

The external testimony leads to the same^r . 5̂, 
The work was unknown to any of the early l'a ¡9s, 
Neither Clement, Barnabas, Ignatius, Polycarp, Lys 
nor Justin M artyr knows anything about it. “  ^i 
(182-200 a .d.), to whom we mainly owe our catl0I!!,r of 
who received the Epistle of Clement and the Pa . 
Hermas as inspired, ignored Second Peter, men
the first 
knew no

1 Peter in his epistle ”  in a way to ifflPÿ,
second. It is not in the Muratorian cai

Nror
.no?’

thealthough that included the Revelation of Peter, 
it in the Syriac or the Vetus Itala versions, nor k 
Apostolical Constitutions (210), although that „f 
prescribes what books are to be read. CleiJe ll3s, 
Alexandria, who cites as inspired the Pastor of P e | of 
the Epistle of Barnabas, that of Clement, the G°sJ-tioOs 
the Hebrews, the Gospel of the Egyptians, the Tra 
of the Apostle Matthias and other works, does n°,, petd 
to it, but seems to exclude it by the expression, ¡,jS 
in the Epistle.” Tertullian (220 a .d .), who cites 
as the author of Hebrews, does not mention it, Pf'-fia11, 
it known by the other great African Bishop,
Canon W estcott admits it does not seem to haV - * 
generally known before the end of the third ce0}ijg[t«P 

Origen (250 a .d .), who received the Pastor ot ¡stle‘ 
as inspired, says Peter left but one acknowledge“ ytt1® 
This is tantamount to a denial of the genuineness „¡¡ji 
second. In his Greek works Origen speaks 0 jt is 
epistle and the Catholic epistle ”  in the singular't() tl,l? 
only in the Latin translation that a reference (fi8 
second epistle is found. Eusebius (340 A-D,' ’ |.e 
chapter in which he speaks of the books of t 
Testam ent,! reckons it amongst the antileg0’’1 ^  
disputed books, and, as Reuss shows, by “ “ '.L  
he means “ illegitim ate.” He says that tradd1 secCI'iJ 
not reckon, as a part of the New Testament,.— - ------ —, , “  r    ---- - ni0lu
epistle ascribed to Peter ; but that, as in the op*'uS 
most men it is useful, it is much read. ,

• ’  ‘ i  tl>*‘
an“ ttAlexander (392 a .d.) says that in his time ^

accounted spurious and was not in the canon, a ^   ̂
yet it was publicly read. J It was rejected, 
Chrysostom (407 a .d .), who doubtless thereby * 
eternal damnation ; and by Theodoret, Bishop 0 
Even in the sixth century Cosmas says that 011 > :,<it 
Catholic epistles, instead of seven, were ^
Various councils included it in the canon,

recf’V  111 d
inuuj

Dark Ages it was generally received. At the 
the Reformation, however, Erasmus challenge

* On the Canon, p. 245. .. . j
t  Ecclesiastical History, book iii., chap. 23 ; also 1 
X W estcott, p. 416.
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w h i s.,on ° f  critics have confirmed the objections to
logy ln T>r. SchafFs orthodox Encyclopedia o f Theo- 
carefun,aCknowledg ed to *3e solid. These facts ministers
n:'"‘uuy conceal from their congregations lest they shou
nfS.uttle their fa’dh, for any investigation into the claims
‘ the work not only shows that the Holy Ghost has failed

10 guide the Church into all truth, but that the Church has
f ce>ved, and teaches as the W ord  of God, a deliberate lorgery.

O Cantuar, your situation’s curious,
With pitfalls and with dangers it abounds ;

God damns you if you lead a life luxurious,
He damns you if you “ treasure up ” the pounds ;

In any case, He’s certain to be furious,
You’ll never reach the “ happy hunting grounds 

He’ll send you where the climate is injurious,
When Jahveh makes His resurrection rounds !

Ess Jay Bee.

Failsworth Secular Sunday School.

llave<beenSl-Ve alterations, renovations, and additions, which 
n'0[Uhs n ln Prog ress at this school during the last nine 
are he-in,̂ 0 now practically completed ; and arrangements 
Place on ? lade far the opening ceremony, which will take 
Social ■ „ Saturday, May 19, followed by a Tea Party and 
C,jarles S.“ nday two services will be held, when Mr.

The ad iv*s deliver two addresses. 
fa) A_ atons to the buildings comprise :—

■ 'Shteen f ,s'on t0 main hall of a stage thirty feet wide by 
>nches wid u eep’ Wltfl proscenium opening twenty feet, six 
P'tcli p|n„ ? .y fourteen feet high, cased round with pannelled 
°f pr0S(C .acing with an extended platform four feet in front 

(j) AL®n,um; with steps on each side.
Sl!t>nches as T̂°.oni Por ladies, nineteen feet by thirteen feet 
C°ngrei>ap'Vlt 1 'aside lavatory and outside lavatory for general 
and to celi°n’ and Wlth vestibule giving access to platform

et> witk ?s'ro°m for gentlemen, nineteen feet by twenty 
(<f) BaSpSlmdar accommodation.

Place iITIent uti'ised for stolcery, kitchen, etc., fitted with 
! 'ot-water boiler, sinks, etc.«ole of tk„ ----

•j>t _......  t __

specif, * ‘.10,e of the works have been executed from plans, 
'•h.A „r°,ns’ and drawings by Mr. Larner Sugden, 1 .B., 
school’ ‘ Lee'r, Staffordshire, assisted by a committee of the

Th *
Work- C?,ntractors for the various works are For building 
?Mha'm *r,pJonathan Partington, Middleton Junction,A 1, pi 1 arungton, miauieton junction, near
afj °n-uiriQ «rowing and sanitary works, Mr. G. H. Coop,

Tavu .ert-Lyne. H~"‘ :------------ —  -----  - J—
I, M 
oberi 
s am 
If of

ye to uy the further help of friends and the general
rs, ar the remaining balance within the next few

Tayloreii'-'yae' Heating apparatus, Messrs. Saunders 
./ «̂‘Idincr’ Yjroited, Manchester. Decorations to old part 

,®ent;re Robert Jackson, Failsworth. The cost of
So, aboM.terat‘0ns and additions will be somewhere about 

n i ' f  ittep 1 °ne"balf of which has already been raised. The 
y “lie, (0 r, °Pe> by the further help of friends and the general
Coi

¡of? 4 es?  b«ildi
lafluJoSt.er, ------
»«d

mgs will be opened by S. A. Gimson, Esq.,
,Uentiai ’ «n.Saturday, May 19, at 3.45, assisted by other 

hope tf ntleroen, and the Committee cordially invite, 
See, a large number of friends from a distance.

^ a n t u a r • or, A  Feather-Bed Christian.

uITteeAb,“ Hiscipi1̂ boiisand-pounds-per-annum Cant-u-ar, 
3°ut the h* tbe meek and g er>tle Jew, 

v Moyr 1 blggest fraud on earth extant you are, 
' ' ‘Hriore 1 ;'i,nCrS op a_seat in heaven are few ;

Th

u roore n ' ““cs 01 a seat in heaven :
The “ o . Jesus Christ than like an ant you are, 
he ren-inavior ” seldom saw a single sou ;
^°w , ns.where damned souls for water pant you are 

steering for, if Holy Writ is true.

. Mad rqr~.bed> or other bed, to lie upon 
' «'How inst’ fbe homeless tramp of Galilee ; 
l,S’0whprCS,US never cast an eye upon, 
le ^ldon? l° 'ay His weary head had He. 

a ^nd oft- ato en°ugh to feed a fly upon, 
nA  f'naiiv not enough to feed a flea ;
Was cur ’(v cr°ss He had to die upon, 

y oil at the age of thirty-three.
U rlde ab •

V Wliile k„ ou! 111 arms-emblazoned carriages, 
suites'11 f 6ss Jesus had to “  pad the hoof” ;

V^hat niPB - rooms outshine, most likely “ Claridge’s,” 
dotl’t d S''°in *n. tbe west for men of “ oof.” 

x-faeateH wine, ’tis true, but Christ at marriages 
Ck c°nducpe~L!n “ John” you’ll find the proof;
Christ’s rriC ® therefore wrong, for it disparages 

lin0 «duct ’neath the Cana people’s roof.
Tn Sh to

> *0 ..A° see ik^lVe a thinking man the hump it is
n«ugh to e Way you scorn the Christ you “ pu 
,T0^ ^ n d  a san» -«• --------____________. p u ff ” ;

In^0. bear nTna a sane man °ff his chump it is 
APlred as ,r.read your pulpiteering stuff; 

tae beaw -,le Water from a pump it is, 
a "’orse tk* a sailor’s “ spotted dull” ; 
n«d Sojjte ? that of Christ when “ on the stump” it is— 

ot that, God knows, was bad enough.

Correspondence.

TH E W ORD “ RELIGION .”
TO THE EDITOR OF “  TH E FREETH IN KER .”

Sir,— Mr. Gould, in a recent number of the Freethinker, 
goes for my scalp with a vigor which— as one occasionally 
perhaps guilty of vigorous criticism myself— I rather enjoy. 
But the case between us is very simple. I contend that the 
word “ religious,” to nine persons out of ten, carries a theo
logical implication. To say a man is religious is, to nine 
people out of ten, if not to ninety-nine out of a hundred, to 
say he is a Theist, and probably a church-goer. And.I object 
to the use of the word when such an implication is not intended. 
It is idle, and even appears to me weak, for Mr. Gould to ask 
if “ all the words once associated with church-worship and 
Theistic aspiration [are] to be forbidden.” Words are 
counters, and we cannot make them mean what we would 
wish them to mean ; we must take them at the value which 
usage attaches to them. Why, then, employ a word in such 
a way as to possibly mislead—especially when less objection
able words can easily be found ? Mr. Gould, it is true, 
challenges me to supply a “ better and more expressive word ” 
than religious. But almost in framing the challenge he him
self supplies three or four— loyal, consistent, high-purposed, 
gentlemanly. Why not use these words which are mostly 
secular, and are not connected intimately with “ church- 
worship and Theistic aspiration,” for which it seems to me 
Mr. Gould has a temperamental fondness ?

Indeed, when xx'e go beyond secular words, I may ask Mr. 
Gould why he adopts the word “ religious ” to cover the type 
of character he describes, instead, say, of the word “ heretical.” 
He mentions Savonarola, Milton, and Mazzini. But, in so far 
as we honor these men, it is precisely for their rebellion 
against tyranny, for their heresy in greater or less degree, 
for their stand against the organised opinion of their day. It 
would, therefore, be at least not more misleading to speak of 
Savonarola, Milton, and Mazzini as having the “ heretical ” 
spirit than to speak of Comte, Darwin, and Huxley as “ re
ligious” ; and the word “ heretic ” is hallowed by as many noble 
memories at the very least as the word “ religion,” the symbol 
for some of the greatest crimes in history. But, for my part, 
I think both “ religious ” and “ heretical ” ought not to be 
used except in their historic theological connections.

The whole question, as Mr. Robertson pointed out in the 
passage I quoted, is one of verbal convenience. I therefore 
take all Mr. Gould’s remarks as to spring-cleaning, and doing 
penance and so forth, as being intended humorously rather 
than bitterly. There is no principle at stake, and there is 
nothing to be bitter about. If Mr. Gould supposes me to 
have imputed anything dishonorable to him, and he will do 
me the honor of re-reading my remarks, he will see that he 
was mistaken. Certainly nothing was further from my 
intention. Frederick Ryan.

MY OBJECTIONABLE RELIGION.
TO  TH E EDITOR O F “  TIIE FREETH IN KER .”

Sir,— In reply to Chilperic, I may say that I distinguish 
between religion and theology; that I attack theology ex-ery 
day, and am glad to be allowed to do so now and then in the 
Freethinker; that I desire to retain and use the word “ religion ” 
in an ethical sense ; that, as an ex-elementary school-teacher 
of many years’ standing, I used the term “ religious instruc
tion ” as all teachers use it—viz., to denote Bible-teaching 
as currently given ; and that I desire to see “ religion disestab
lished,” as in this case I understand the phrase to mean the 
disestablishment of State Churches. F. J. Gould.

One of the best examples of the great inventor Edison’s 
wit is recorded. _ A gentleman representing the building 
committee of a city church called to see Mr. Edison. The 
committee had been unable to decide whether to equip the 
church xvith lightning rods or not, and had sent to secure 
Mr. Edison’s opinion on the matter. “ By all means,” said 
Edison, “ put on the rods. You know Providence is some
times absent-minded.”

Krank : “ The bill of fare at this place is getting infernally 
monotonous. Here’s ‘ fried soles’ again to-day.” Frank: 
“ ‘ Fried souls ’? That does smack of infernal monotony.”—
Philadelphia Record.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC. W orks by the late R. G. Ingersoll-

[Notices o f  Lectures, etc., m ust reach us by first post on Tuesday, 
and be marked “ Lecture N otice," i f  not sent on post-card. ]

L O N D O N .

T he A thenaeum Ha ll  (73 Tottenham  Court-road, W .) : 7.30,
G . W . Foote, “ Is there a  G od ? An A n sw er to President K ru g e r ’s 
Q uestion.”
~ South London E thical Society  (M asonic H all, Cam berw ell 
N ew -road): 7, Prof. E arl Barnes, "C h ild ren ’s R eligious Id eas.”

O pen-air Propaganda.
S tation-road (C am b erw ell): 11.30, W . H eaford.
B rockwf.ll  Park : 3.15, E. Pack, “ T h e G od I d e a ” ; 6.30,

A . B. M oss, "S a lva tio n ."
Peckiiam  R ye : 3.15, A. P*. Moss, “ T h e Secular F aith." 
Battersea  Park  G a t e s : 11.30, R. P. Edw ards. 
C lerkenw i.ll  G reen : 11.30, C. Cohen.
F insbury Pa r k : 3.30, C . Cohen.
Mile E nd W aste : 11.30, A lecture ; .7, A  lecture. May 16, at 

8, C . Cohen.
E ast London B ranch (S w ab y ’s Coffee H ouse, 103 Mile End- 

road) : 8.30, A  lecture.
LiM EyousE (corner o f Salm on's-lane) : 11.30, W . J. Ram sey. 

M ay 15, at 8, A  lecture.
K ingsland (corner o f Ridley-road) : 11.30, S. E. Easton.
W est Ham B ranch (Stratford G ro v e ): 7.30, C. Cohen.
H yde  Park  (near M arble Arch) : 11.30, F. D avies.
K ilburn (corner o f G len ga l-ro a d ): 7.15, F. A . D avies. 
H ammersmith (back o f  L yric  T h eatre): 7.15, R. P. E dw ards. 
V ictoria  Park  (near the Fountain): 3.15, W. H eaford. 
E dmonton (corner o f  A n g e l-ro a d ): 7, Mr. R am sey.

C O U N T R Y .

B irmingham B ranch (Prince o f W ales A ssem bly R o o m s): 
7, D ebate betw een G . T ooth  and II. P ercy  W ard on “ C an Social
ism Benefit the P eo p le?”  Open-air, at 11.15, *n fbe Bull R ing, 
F. Barnard, “ Som ething B etter than R elig io n .” E v ery  W ed
nesday and F rid ay at 8, sam e place, H. P. W ard.

C hatham S ecular So ciety  (Queen’s-road, N ew  B rom p ton ): 
2.45, Sunday S c h o o l; 7, W . B. Thom pson, “ G eo rge  E lio t : 
N ovelist, Freethinker, and P o et.”

G lasgow  ( n o  B runsw ick-street): 12, Discussion C lass ; 6.30, 
J. F. Turnbull, A  lecture.

L iverpool (Alexandra H all, Islington-square): 7, L. Bergm ann,
B . S c ., “ Modern C hristian ity .”

Manchester Secular Hall (Rusholme-road, All Saints): 
7, A lecture.

S h effield  S ecular Society  (H all o f Science, R ockingham - 
s tre e t) : 7, A  local friend will g iv e  a descript:on o f  his E aster 
trip to Paris and the Exhibition.

South S hields (Captain D uncan’s N avigation  Schools, M arket
place) : 7, A  Scottish reading.

Lecturers’ Engagements.
C. C ohen, 17 Osborne-road, H igh-road, L eyto n .— M ay 13, m., 

C lerkenw ell G reen ; a ., Finsbury P ark ; e., W est Ham. 20, m., 
M ile End ; a ., V ictoria  Park ; e., W est Ham.

A rthur B. Moss, 44 Credon-road, London, S .E .— M ay 13, a., 
Peckham  R y e ;  e ., B rockw ell Park. June 17, e., Stratford. 24, 
m., C a m b e rw e ll; a., Peckham  R ye.

H. P ercy W ard , 2 Leam ington-place, G eorge-street, Balsall 
H eath, B irm in gh am .—M ay 20, Birmingham. 27, Northampton. 
June 10, Birmingham . 17, Northam pton. July 1, Birmingham . 
15, Northam pton. 22, Birmingham .

F. A . Da vies, 65 Lion-street, S .E .— M ay 13, m., H yde P ark  ; 
e ., Kilburn. 20, a ., Peckham  R y e ;  e ., B rockw ell Park. 27, m., 
W estm inster.

R. P. E dw ards, 48 W oodstock-road, Shepherd’s Bush.— M ay 
13, m., B attersea  ; e ., Ham m ersm ith. 20, C lerkenw ell G reen ; a., 
Finsbury P ark  ; e ., Mile End. 27, m., H yde P a rk  ; a ., Peckham  
R y e  ; e ., B rockw ell Park.

POSITIVISM.
“Reorganisation, without god or hing, by the systematic 

worship of Humanity."
Information and publications on the Religion of Humanity 

may be obtained free on application to the Church of 
Humanity, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

ST A N T O N , the People’s D entist, 335 Strand (opposite Som erset 
H ouse).— T E E T H  on V U L C A N IT E , 2s. 6d. e a c h ; upper or 

low er set, £ 1 .  B est Q uality, 4s. e a c h ; upper or low er, £ 2 . 
C om pleted in four hours w hen required ; repairing o r alterations 
in tw o hours. I f  you pay more than the above, they are  fancy 
ch a rges. T ee th  on platinum, 7s. 6d. each  ; on 18 ct. g o ld , 1 5 s .; 
stopping, 2s. 6d. ; extraction, i s . ; painless by g a s , 5s.

T he H ouse  of  D eath . 
Funeral O rations and A d
dresses. is.

M ista kes of M osf.s . i s . 
T he D evil . 6d. 
S uper stition . fid.
D efence of  F reethought. 

A  Five Horn's’ Speech at the 
T ria l o f C . B . R eynolds for 
B lasphem y. 6d. 

S h ak espear e . 6d.
T he G o d s. fid.
T he H o l y  B ible . 6d.
R e p l y  to  G la d sto n e . W ith 

an Introduction by G . W. 
F  oote. 4d.

R ome or R eason  ? A  Reply 
to C ardinal M anning. 4d.

C rimes a g a in st  C rim inals. 3d-
O ration  on W a l t  W hitman. 3d-
O ration  on V o ltair e . 3d. 
A braham  L incoln. 3d. 
Paine the P ioneer. 2d. 
H um anity ’s D ebt  to  T homas 

Paine. 2d.
E rnest R enan  and  J esus 

C hrist. 2d.
T hree P h ilan th ro pists. 2d. 
L ove  th e  R edeemer. 2d.

W hat is R eligion?
Is  S uicide a  S in ? 2“' ¡j, 
L a st  W ords on Suicin^ 
G od and  tiie  State, '¿i 
W h y  am I an A ^ 05 

P art I. 2(1. .„wiSflC' 
W hy am 1 an Agn<> 

Part II. 2d. „  plyli
F aith  and  F act. k  

Dr. Field. 2d. „3 reft
G od and  M a n . Secon 

to Dr. Field. 2(1- ,
T he D ying  C reed. ‘  
T he L imits of T olek

A  Discussion with g,l-
F. D. Coudert and W  ’ 
W oodford. 2d. ¡1

H ousehold  of Faith-.2Í
2(1.

A rt and  M orality.
Do I B la sph e m e? , 
S ocial S alvatio n . ’ p
M a rriag e  and  D ivoRCt' 
S k u l l s . 2d. ¡ i
T he G reat M istake. 
L ive T o pics, id -  It|, 
M yth  and  M iracle. 
R eal  B lasph em y . 
R epairin g  tiif. Idol ■ 
C h r is t ' and  M iracle*’ pit 
C reeds and  S piR'ti

id.

London: T he F reethought Publishing Company, 
i S tation ers’ H all Court, E .C .

Lio»1**FLOWERS OF f r e e t h o u g w 1
BY

G. W. Foote.

First Series (cloth), 2s. 6d.
Contents :— Okl N ick — Fire ! ! !— S k y  Pilots— D e v i^ 0̂  

F igh tin g Spooks— Dam ned Sinners— W here is H e ll. f/ 
and H ell— Is Spurgeon in H eaven ?— G od in Japan-" ‘ p<jL 
Providence— G one to G o d — T hank G od —  Judgm^ ^jj \ 
Shelley’s Atheism — L o n g F ace s— Our Father— Wa*
D ie— D ead T h e o lo gy — Mr. G ladstone on Devi l s— V®«V 
tak e— T h e G ospel o f  Freethought— On Ridicule— Wh 
Blasphem ers?— Christianity and Common Sense— **
H osts— C on secratin g the Colors— Christm as in Hollo"'
W ho Killed C h rist?— Did- Jesus A scend ?— T h e R<#s,n^ 
Paul’s V e ra city — N o Faith with H eretics— T h e Logic 0 
tion— Luther and the D evil— Bible English— Living 
V ictor H u go— D esecratin g a  Church— W alt W hitm an"' ft  
and the Bible— C hrist’s O ld  C oa t— C hrist’s C oat, ^ u°\ve*^V 
Scotched, N ot Slain— G o d -M ak in g—G od and the 
M iracles— A  R eal M iracle— Jesus on W om en— Paul on
munivi a

London : T h e F reethought Publishing Company» 
i S tation ers’ H all Court, E .C .THE BEST BOOK

O N  N E O -M A L T H U S IA N IS M  IS, I B E L lE VE’ 

TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND PpA 
OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

B y J. R . H O L M E S , M .M .L ., M .V .S ., M ^

160 pages, with portrait and autograph, bound in cloth) 8‘ 
Price is . ,  post free.

In order to bring the information within the reach o:< •> £ *

pages at one penny, post free 2d. C opies o f the 1 
distribution is . a  dozen post free.

T h e  N ational Reformer o f  Septem ber 4, 1802, says> f j i

Z, i>
H olm es’ pam phlet....... is an alm ost unexceptional sta
Neo-M althusian theory and p ractice....... and throng1 ,
to moral feelin g....... T h e  special value o f Mr. Holm#5 p
the Neo-M althusian cause and to human well-being

lis combination in his pamphlet o f  a  plain sta $just his
physical and moral need for fam ily limitation with x„ 
o f the means by  which it can be secured, and an on „ v 
cerned o f the requisites at the low est possible prices* ¿1'W> 

T h e Council o f the M althusian Leagu e, Dr. , j-j ttffdP 
Allbutt, and others, have also spoken o f  it in very

The trade supplied by R. Forder, 28 Stonccutter-s*1 
E .C . Other orders should he sent to the author,

J. R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAGE'
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C H E A P  B O O K S  F O R  F R E E T H I N K E R S
(  Continued from  ft. 304).^ E V O L U T I O N  O F  C H R IST IA N IT Y . By c. GILL.

and able R ationalist w ork. It w as quoted by Mr. Foote during- his trial for “ B lasphem y " in the C ourt o f 
TU ”  1Cen S F enc'* Before Lord C olerid ge. P o stag e  4d.

E OUTCAST. B y W IN W O O D  R E A D E .
A Preethougi

tho; novel by the accom plished author o f  the Martyrdom o f  M an . W ind wood R ead e w as a

Es s a y s

Whh0Uirh^ 0in8- A theist. H is g re a t pow ers w ere recognised by D arwin. Freethinkers can read this story 
n pleasure, and do a  service to Freethought by  lending it to their friends. P o stag e  3d.

M TO W AR D S A  C R ITIC A L  M ETH O D . B y J O H N  M. R O B E R T S O N .
„._■ ■ ■  ” ortson's adm irers will be anxious to obtain this book when they' hear that it contains som e o f his best

^SSa y

¿ " t i n *  Besides a  hundred p a g e s devoted to “ S cience in C riticism ,” there are special essays on “ Mr. H ow ell’s 
Ve s> M andeville’s “ Fable o f the B ee s,” and ” T he A rt o f T en n yson.” ~

w .® ON SOCIALISM .
w ntten

V0lT,

P o stag e  4d.

B y A N N IE  B E S A N T .
n the first ardor o f Mrs. B esant’s conversion to Socialism  from Brad laugh i an Radicalism . Contains essays 

Tl X oe I?v? lut‘,on o f  S o c iety ,” “ Modern Socialism ,” “ W hy I am a  S ocialist,” “ R adicalism  and Socialism ,” and 
e Socialist M ovem ent.” P o stage  2d.

^ I R E .  B y J. m . W H E E L E R .

„ v ^ 'o f V c l t a i r c ’s Life and W orks by the late S ub-editorof the Freethinker, with a comm endatory' Introduction 
Ihe lc* 1 '• ^ °°te , a  Portrait o f  the famous H eresiarch, and typical extracts from his w ritings. T h e only thing o f  

"id in English. Published in 1894 at is . in paper covers. P o stag e  id .

s. d.
2 6

1 6

2 6

2 6

0  6

Order* f
1 S/ Jor any o f the above Books must be sent direct to the Freethought Publishing Company, Limited, 
to t)le ers H all Court, London, E . C. The prices are net, and no reduction is allowed to the Trade. Orders
priCe , 10,1 ni ° f  £  1 w ill be sent carriage paid. Smaller orders must be accompanied by postage as well as the 
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kites’ Liver Pills.
1 ^est R . — —

P 6̂’« and Medicine in the World. Will cure Liver,
Aii,”01'  for Ij Btornach Diseases efTectually. 
free ts. An:! arî Troub,es Cardiac Complaints, Female 

’ *4 or 33 m‘a> etc. is. ij^d. and 2s. gd. per box. Tost 
TflW lll' FS' f^rfections with each box.

A1t ES, Herbalist, Stockton-on-Tees.

A Chance for Freethinkers.*

D R . E . J .  D I L L O N ’S

Sceptics of the Old Testament.
A few copies of this important and interesting work, 

originally published at 7s. 6d. net, are now offered at 3s. 6d. 
each, or post free 3s. iod. These copies are a “ salvage 
remainder” from the fire at the publisher’s, and very slightly 
soiled, but not inside. The book deserves a place in 
Freethinkers’ libraries, and will certainly increase in value 
in the course of time. Orders, with remittance, should be 
sent to

The Freethought Publishing Co., Limited,
1 Stationers’ Hall Court, E.C.

NOW READY.

A New Edition

I N G E R S O L L ’S

“ M ISTAKES  O F  MOSES.”
H andsom ely printed on good  paper and bound in stiff paper covers.

Price One Shilling.

Also an Edition de Luxe
Printed on Superfine Paper and E legan tly  Bound in Cloth.

Price Half-a-Crown.
London : T he Freethought Publishing Com pany, Lim ited, 

1 Stationers' H all C ourt, E .C .

PRINCE OF WALES ASSEMBLY ROOMS, Broad 
Street, Birmingham.

Sundays, May 13 and 20, 1900, A PUBLIC DEBATE on

“ Can Socialism Benefit the People?”
(With Special Reference to the Law of Population.) Affir
mative, Mr. G. T ooth (Social Democratic Federation). 
Negative, Mr. H. Percy Ward. Chair taken at 7 p.m. by 
Mr. A. Scrimshire.

Admission 3d., reserved seats 6d. Double reserved seat 
tickets for both nights, 9d.
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CHEAP BOOKS FOR FREETHINKERS.
All New, Uncut, and in Perfect Condition, and 

NOT OTHERWISE OBTAINABLE.

AT GREATLY REDUCED PRICES.
FO R CE AND  M A TTER . B y p r o f e s s o r  b u c h n e r .

This work caused an immense sensation throughout the civilised world, and g a v e  rise to endless controversy. 
Christian opponents have called it the Bible o f M aterialism . Its famous author lost his professorship in 
consequence o f his cold, uncom prom ising Atheism. T h e w ork itse lf is thoroughly up-to-date, and embodies 
the latest conclusions o f Evolution. P o stag e  3d.

T H E  ENGLISH LIFE O F JESU S. B y t h o m a s  S C O T T .
A  trenchant criticism o f the G ospel records on Rationalist lines, and still the best book on the subject in 

English. It is doubtful whether it w as written by the late T hom as Scott, o f R am sgate, who devoted his 
fortune to the printing and circulation o f  Freethought literature. A  claim has been put in for its authorship 
on behalf o f  the R ev. Charles V o ysey. Mr. J. M . W heeler held that it cam e from the pen o f Sir G eo rge  
C ox. It w as highly praised by S. Hinds, ex-bishop o f  N orw ich, and by Professor F. W . Newm an, who 
said it had “ the grea t excellen ce o f  common sen se.” Dr. Inman, the author o f A n cient F aiths , declared 
that “ it is impossible for a philosopher to speak too h ig h ly ” o f this w o r k ;  and Dr. Davidson mentioned it 
as one o f  the books that had for ever changed  11 the old point o f  v iew .”  P o stag e  3d.

R ELIGION IN T H E  H EAVEN S. B y L O G A N  M IT C H E L L .
T h e sub-title o f this book is “ M ythology U nveiled,” and the edition is the one published by C harles B radlaugh and 

Annie Besant. It is a  valuable w ork for the student o f  R eligion from the M ythological and Astronom ical 
points o f view. But being far from dry— in fact, written with considerable verve— it will prove very  interesting 
to the ordinary reader. P o stag e  3d.

T H E  D E V IL ’S P U LP IT . B y the R E V . R O B E R T  T A Y L O R . 2 vols.
Contains F orty-six  A stronom ico-Theological D iscourses. T aylo r w as a  clergym an of the Church o f England, 

but, becom ing an Atheist, he threw off his gow n, and joined R ichard C arlile  in popular Freethought propagand- 
ism. H e w as imprisoned for a  year in Oakham  G aol as a  “ blasphem er.” And if  “ blasphem y ” is a real crime, 
he am ply deserved his sentence. T hese discourses are as w itty as they are learned. T h ey  are calculated to 
draw  laughter, in spite o f himself, from the sourest bigot. P o stage  qd.

G A LILEO  G ALILEI. B y K A R L  V O N  CxEBLER.
T ranslated from the Germ an by Mrs. G eo rge  Sturge. A  very  learned, careful, and honest w ork o f  352 p ages. 

Contains all information concerning the g re a t G alileo’s prosecution and persecution by the Roman Curia as a 
heretic. Invaluable to students, and interesting to serious gen eral readers. P o stag e  41I.

S E R V E TU S  AND  C ALVIN . B y D r. R. W IL L IS .
T h e frontispiece is a  fine Portrait with A utograph of the “ heretic ” whom Calvin hunted down to a  fiery doom. 

Dr. W illis’s w ork is a  standard one. It g iv es a  full account o f the life and teaching, as well as the death, of 
Servetus ; and proves Calvin 's responsibility for his martyrdom up to the hilt. This is one o f the books that 
every sound Freethinker should have on his shelves. P ostage qd.

T H E  A P O C R Y P H A L N EW  T E S T A M E N T .
W illiam H one’s edition. Contains the G ospels and Epistles which the Church threw out when it becam e respect

able, and sheds an instructive light on prim itive C hristianity. P o stag e  3d.

A N C IE N T  M YSTER IES  DESCRIBED.
W illiam  H one's edition. A  learned and (unintentionally) am using account o f  the M ystery Plays which preceded 

the Modern D ram a, and by means o f  which the people g o t their ideas o f the Bible story. P o stage  3d.

RUINS OF EMPIRES. B y c .  f . v o l n e y .
A  justly  famous book, replete with philosophy and eloquence. T his edition contains a Prefatory N otice o f  Volney 

by  C harles Bradlaugh, and an engraved C hart o f  the Astronom ical H eaven o f  the Ancients. Cloth. Post. 3d.

T H E  FR E E TH IN K E R S ’ T E X T -B O O K . B y a n n i e  b e s a n t .
P art II. o f  a w ork projected and nearly com pleted by Charles Bradlaugh and others. Mrs. B esan t’s portion is 

com plete in itself. It deals with “ Christianity : its E viden ces, its Origin, its M orality, and its H istory.” The 
most laborious and effective o f Mrs. B esant’s w ritings. Only a few  copies in stock. P o stage  3d.

HEBREW  AND  C H R ISTIA N  RECORDS. B y the R E V . d r . G IL E S . 2 vols.
This w ork is in beautiful clean condition. It w as published at 24s. Dr. G iles w as a  sound scholar and the editor 

o f  a  number o f C lassics. W hen he turned his attention to the Bible, he resolved to ascertain  the truth and tell 
it. T h e  result w as a  perfect treasury o f the most dam agin g revelations. It is safe to sa y  that this careful and 
candid w ork has not been superseded. C overin g the whole ground in a  m asterly fashion, it establishes its 
claim to a place in every  Freethinker’s library. Dr. G iles has never been answ ered by the scholars o f  his own 
Church— the Church o f  England. T h e y  sneer at him when they cannot ignore him. But his w ork remains 
strong, solid, and irrefutable. P o stage  6d.

A P O S TO L IC  RECORDS. B y  the R E V . D R . G IL E S .
H aving told the truth about the Bible records, Dr. G iles did the sam e with regard  to the early  Christian writers, 

from the date o f  the Crucifixion to the middle o f  the second century. This is the fullest w ork on the subject by 
any English writer. P o stag e  4d.

F O O T S T E P S  O F T H E  PAST. B y J. M. W H E E L E R .
W ith an Introduction by G . W . Foote. This is a  very  valuable collection ot “ E ssa ys on Human Evolntion.” B 

contains much o f Mr. W heeler’s best w ork. Freethinkers, and even students o f  human culture, especially p11 
the religious side, will find it full o f interesting and precious information. A  book to be read, and read aga>n’ 
and often referred to. Bound in cloth ; originally published at 3s. P o stage  2d.
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