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Did God Do It?
L

ERE
Easter vr6*6 s”orrns all over the south of England on
andac °i'"May> resulting in much damage to property,
Atirlie p/aSiderable loss of life, A young woman, named
the sa, dr‘end. was killed by lightning while standing on
sy “ of, " amsgate.
Instantane Uer *n a rnovemen?* which is practically so

foot 1o, €r body to the feet, causing the boot on her left

Uoon th@QrSN ~ course a coroner’s jury had to “ sit”
roug-kf « POOr young woman’'s dead body, and they

Hess  .In a vendict Wi “ IDedith Bjy Ah rAict Wf \Bad.” X
Point. appear that they took any evidence on the

i j not read that they discussed whether
as\ér'% Eod °r the Devil who killed that young woman

Probably f enl°yIng' herself on a Bank Holiday. They
tt foil 0 '°wed the directions of the coroner, who in
e °re th'Ve™ tie °'d usage of our pious ancestors.
pauty, e aXe of science, in the days of real Chris-
~rPv'den 6 reXarded all special occurrences as acts of
eévery (ia™e' Sunrise and sunset—things that happened
IEeordina an<®*with the utmost regularity—were part of

earthq r*,COurse of nature ; but a blight or a drought,
~Very se 3”7e°r a v°lcanic eruption, a deadly plague or

the Alny rd thunderstorm, were particular visitations
{fitomnnighty, if a man expired on his bed, he died
i I't-dise'qg causes > hut if he expired suddenly from
%htiun ei or still more suddenly from a stroke of
and _'g f d‘ed by the Act of God. It wasn't murder,
Eord, Q' Q,t *0°k natural, so they put it down to the
~rdicts at «~*S n°ti°n st'll survives in occasional
i”Eility a, '“quests, and in bills of lading, where the
Glared t u e shipowner for the safety of the cargo is
Julies 6 vo'ded by “ the act of God or the Queen’s
atlSerous these parties being lumped together as
ALY, and destructive, and of quite incalculable

b "V%J%'[n? to that Ramsgate jury, however they
God ¢’ ncdusion, poor Annie Friend was Kkilled
Herd and there the matter ends for the common
? duloussosdflectiv? persons, and the selecter fold of
those Su.Perstitionists ; but, not belonging to either
jy dry bak rie*"es °t human dough—either half baked
ni™» God ed7~We beg to ask, respectfully yet firmly,
a’/seetn r ° 11? We say respectfully, because it does
sPectful to believe God capable of murdering
aliday . ?7jan on Ramsgate sands, and on a Bank
aedfOr r 1 hout sSatidfeadtory evicience. it is dll very
PG hlasphgriirthodox Christian to regard our euriosity
\'n°Us m°us; but it really seems far more blas-
tsth a dren )'le'r Part to let their deity suffer under
imputation. We cannot admit that
> ear] ate or thoughtless hurry is a valid excuse
one fKaway his character.
$ci’r ~nnie p P T >t is indisputable that God did kill
th'eriCe and 060”.” We mean the theory of his Omni-
th hord d Urnn'P°lence. “ | create good and evil, |
“u.trUe ia® ad these things” is the language, and
tr&‘%ﬁt 1‘2_;?1\ aXe, of severe AMonotheism in lIsaiah.
aa’Istic ‘M is the will of God !—cries the mono
if p the ex arrirnedan, in the face of death or disaster ;
K, God bexClamutiOn is both pious and logical; for,
\§ ‘'edoe OtTmiscient, nothing happens without his

s>t and if he be omnipotent, nothing happens
Jhits ~sanction. What he does, and what he
ult! done, are effects from one and the

No, raiate Cause, resultants from one and the same
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original fount of power. From this conclusion there is
no logical escape. You may set up a Satan, or talk of
man’s free-will, or indulge in other intellectual subter-
fuges ; but if you take the trouble to think you come at
last to God as the Supreme Creator, and perceive all
created things act by his permission, and therefore by
his authority ; or you are obliged to limit his wisdom
and power, to confront him with an eternal opponent,
and degrade him from an all-wise, almighty being into
one who is perpetually frustrated and only succeeds in
doing the best he can in the circumstances. In one
sense, therefore—that is to say, on the theory of pure
Monotheism—the question, Did God do it? must be
answered in the affirmative. On that theory God does
everything—good, bad, or indifferent. Light and dark-
ness, beauty and ugliness, pleasure and pain, joy and
misery, are all his handiwork. He makes the leopard
and the gazelle, the shark and the swimmer, the slayer
and the slain. He moulds our faces to the smile of
happiness or the contortion of suffering. His will is
destiny, and all morality disappears under his fiat.

The usual refuge from this dilemma is the pious idea
that the whole matter is “ a mystery,” which will be
cleared up some day, not in this world, but in the next.
Some time, perhaps hundreds or thousands of years
after the undertaker has done with us, we shall be
fully enlightened. Then we shall understand that all
the misfortunes and miseries of this world, and maybe
of other worlds, are parts of one infinite plan of love
and happiness. We shall look back on our old sorrows
and see that they were joys in disguise; we shall
remember our old toothaches, and see that we were
really full of pleasure while we thought we were suffer-
ing and knew we were swearing. Yes, it will all come
right at the finish ; at least the clergy say so, and they
ought to know, for they take millions of money every
year on the supposition that they do, and they all pro-
fess to be very intimate with the mind of God.

But all that heavenly illumination is reserved for the
sweet by-and-bye. For the present, at any rate, the
ways of the Lord are fearful and wonderful—to use the
Psalmist’s language about his own body, probably after
consulting many physicians about an incurable internal
complaint. Reverting to the case of poor Annie Friend,
it is hardly worth while discussing whether the Devil
killed her; first, because that personage has rarely
been accused of such crimes ; and, secondly, because
twelve jurymen and a coroner, presumably all Chris-
tians, have decided that God Kkilled her. Accord-
ing to that verdict, God committed a murder on
Easter Monday ; and the logical result should be an
order for his arrest on a charge of wilful homicide.
But it would perhaps be extremely difficult to execute
the warrant. A crazy German once addressed a letter
to “ God in Heaven,” and the Post Office returned it as
“ insufficiently addressed.” It is impossible to find a
being who is everywhere. Being everywhere in general,
he is nowhere is particular ; and we venture to suggest
that it was for this reason the old Hebrew writer asked,
“ Can man by searching find out God ?”

For our part, we shrink from believing that God
committed a deed for which any human being would
be hung. We prefer to believe that Annie Friend
happened to stand in the path of the lightning, which,
like all other natural forces, acted under blind necessity,
without any moral or immoral intention, either in it or
behind it. Some people call this a cheerless philosophy,
but we think it better than belief in a divine assassin.

G. W. Foote.
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Secularism as a Moral Force.

By the term “ moral force” is here meant that power
possessed by man which impels him to pursue a
course of conduct that is truthful, honest, just, and
sincere. It is generally considered that a person is
guided by this force when he eschews lying and
hypocrisy, and the habit of wilfully misrepresenting
and injuring his fellow men. On the other hand,
where it is found that a desire is manifested to ignore
the duty of working to promote the general well-being
of society, and where a determination is shown to mis-
represent and persecute those who differ in opinion,
there undoubtedly exists alack of moral force. To my
mind, it appears evident that all principles which tend,
when consistently acted upon, to elevate both individual
and national character, and to inspire useful work,
must necessarily contain a moral force. That Secular
principles, when properly understood and legitimately
acted upon, stimulate ethical power cannot, in my
opinion, admit of any reasonable doubt. And yet
orthodox Christians are constantly stating that the
highest degree of moral power can only be obtained
through believing in their faith. These persons further
allege that Secularism is destitute of the incentive to a
strictly moral life.

The most recent instance that | have had of the
avowal of this orthodox fallacy is in a letter sent me by
a professed Christian, who desires to “ bring me to
Jesus.” The writer asks me six questions, which he
requests me to answer if | can, but which he “ very much
doubts ” my capability of doing. His questions are :
(1) “ Does not universal consciousness testify to the
freedom of the human will within certain limits?”
(2) “ Has not God implanted in man a sense of right
and wrong?” (3) “ Does not Christianity offer future
rewards for good conduct, and threaten punishment in
another world for wrong-doing; and is not this the
highest possible incentive to the promotion of virtue?”
(4) “ Has not Christianity improved the position of
woman, and did it not abolish slavery and condemn
tyranny in all its forms?" (5) “ Was it not Atheism
that produced the horrors of the French Revolution?”
(6) “ Is it not true that the little good there is in
Secularism has been taken from Christianity ?” As
these questions contain errors and misapprehensions
which are common amongst theologians, | will reply to
them seriatim.

(1) Consciousness and the freedom of the will
Frankly, | see no necessary connection between the
two. Certainly, consciousness is a fact ; but what are
its nature and functions ? | do not accept the theory
that it is a separate faculty, but, with Professor Ribot, |
regard consciousness as a word “ which expresses in the
most general way the various manifestations of psychical
life. It consists of a current of sensations, ideas,
volitions, and feelings.” Thus consciousness repre-
sents a mental condition which depends for its nature
upon influences which differ with time and place.
Hence it is not uniform in all men, neither is it in the
same person at all times. It may be quite true that an
individual is conscious of a certain thing, but it by no
means follows that the thing of which the individual is
conscious is true. As Buckle observes : “ Conscious-
ness is infallible as to the fact of its testimony, but
fallible as to its truth.” Now how this affects the
human will | fail to see. What does my corres-
pondent mean by the “ will” being free “ within certain
limits” ? Is it an independent existence, with absolute
power to control the thoughts and actions of man? If
it be an entity, where is it located, and how are we to
learn its nature ? On the other hand, if it be dependent
upon something apart from itself, how far does that
dependence extend? If we are free in any degree,
where does the freedom end and necessity commence ?
If a person has the power to call up a desire by the
“ will,” it is certain that some prior desire induced him
to do so. What, therefore, caused that desire ?
Suppose a person says he wills to do a thing, and he
does it ; he must have had an inclination to do it, or he
would not have willed and acted. Now the point here
is, some circumstance must have existed prior to the
action of the “ will” which influenced it ; and surely
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the “ will” cannot be the cause of that which p_jel
itself in time, and to which, in fact, it owes its eXiSt«l#8
The truth is, that if the term “ free-will ” be used >n
other sense than as a freedom to act in accordance
the impulses of the will, it is a fallacy.

(2) | certainly do not agree with the statement »
God implanted in man a sense of right atu*"-.J1
That such a sense exists in man is readily a.
but where is the evidence that God implanted it>n ! &
No doubt there is in the mind of all persons, tnor ~
less, an appreciation of right, and a detestatif
wrong—and this points inevitably to a moral
this law is based upon the fitness of things, and ‘v r

there are moral natures it cannot but exist. rhe #
into which, in my opinion, the theologian fa"s
supposing that this law implies “ a law-giver.” * LI

and wrong exist in the nature of things, and are e
distinctions, it will be seen at once they needed no
to frame them. As Cudworth remarks: “ The d
tion of right and wrong is discerned by reason, aa™ &
soon as these words are defined it becomes eviden »
it would be a contradiction in terms to affirm tha
process, human or divine, could change their na j,s.
But if right and wrong are mere arbitrary distinc ~
as they must be if they depend upon the will
being, it certainly is quite within the range of ppsSl X
for that being to change their respective positions”]
they are real distinctions, they must be so with
to every being in existence To say that an act is" gl
because God so willed it is to hold that good a
exist only in the mere pleasure of God, who, If I'e1
willed it, could make all vice right and all virtue 'vr' it
This theory, however, altogether upsets the relii'
is called in to support, for it destroys at once the g
ness and wisdom of God. The moral law exists 1 ~
eternal fitness of things, or it is dependent Up°n 3
will of God. In the former case, it does not P(Onix
law-giver ; in the latter, it undermines the whole t°
tion of religion. .. d
(3) The objestions to the Christian teaching »
rewards and punishments_in a_future life are num gjz
They are disproportionate, and are supposed to ) »
at a time too late for them to affect the conduct 0 te
recipients. If it be urged that it is the hope 0
one and the dread of the other that influence 1 ~»
action, my reply is that professed Christians a ‘o
present day, as a rule, think more of the advanta»
be secured in this life than of any reward to
hereafter. And certain it is that dread of future PI
ment is no deterrent to wrong-doing, as the hist® {
criminality amply proves. The fact is, our .ft
criminals have invariably been believers in the Pu uli
ment threatened by Christianity. The fear of the Ty
tive laws of man is far more potent in the prevﬁni]jf‘
of crime than is the dread of the Christian’s L
his fiery abode. But perhaps the gravest objecHSl>
the New Testament teachings of rewards and P¢g/
ments is that they are not in accordance with thf
law. One of the most heinous offences which th i
describes, and one against which more denuncl E;
are hurled than any other, is want of faith. The segllfd)
punishment of all is reserved for the unbeliever. t®
it will not be said that this tends to strength@ pi
foundations of morality. According to the PJj.yiil
religion, there is no crime so great as a disht
its authority. All the moral duties of life sin
insignificance when compared with faith. This
great primary virtue in the eyes of the theo jjjtl
Such a feeling tends not to promote moralSt v $
encourage bigotry. It is useless to talk abo.*y{0
result of the promise of future reward upon spcléfO
promoting virtue, unless it can be shown that to *$
case the acts for which such reward is prom'Se
virtuous. If it should happen that future bliss iS.
out as a reward for an act that is mischievous *
tendency, the whole argument falls to the ground’ ~
this is really the case with regard to faith. Big°l /)0t
intolerance are two of the leading features Ol
tianity. And in all ages they have been cu*
extensively by its professors. Only bring 1 $
believe that certain persons they may come >n . $®
tact with are worthy of no better fate than daniua
the world to come, and they are not likely to acCEr-jst™
much respect in the present. An orthodox Ch
looks upon a heretic, no matter how moral he M&
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in the t0 rece*ve the most frightful punishment

persecut'Ure/~a”e'- Brom this teaching has sprung that

Church 1011 *°r °P*n*orl which has been the curse of t'
Charles Watts.

( To be concluded. )

Lord’'s Day Nonsense.

We are — Fee
scarcely suPPosed to live in enlightened times, yet
tNianisrrf " ee'< Passes but we find aggressive Sabba-
°r less Presenting itself in some phase or other, more

becomes bjectlOnable- 11
to PredictS°t,em”™0'd?ned b” success, that it is difficult
may en|, where its insolent and intolerant interference
Th *
that jt sepv""ar'~r ,°P this form of religious mania is
at all con St0 bmit the liberty of people who are not
lorcl's D Cerned about the so-called sanctity of the
Sabbatar'3*'  National folks have no objection to
Please on ? akln& themselves as unhappy as they
SrE Psal 1 Unaay-. ,et them, if they like, pray and
other all f] S'tand inflict religious discourses on each
t° their feta, on”* .Let them make as many sacrifices
°ne Wll ~C-Ir%a.as tbeir human endurance will stand. No
SiPirits ang' ¢ 7 in fact, the mete they humble their own
fhernselves m?rtIPy their own flesh, and generally make
Intime lea hilserable, the better, because the excess may
What w 1 I m to an *mprovecl change of mind.
-nWarrantahi ITIOSt strem,ously object to is their
foir fndable 8RE jmPertinent interference with other
rr%x;hg rate +h mg this |n:clerference has p:ggﬁ g=ointr an at
time tob- -i comrnon"sense people will hardly be able
frof the C 11'T 6 011 the Lord’s Day without permission
V\mes,anf,Iadbands- and the Stigginses, and the Maw-
Sren°w ass3 116 bttde Bethel‘tes and Ebenezerites who
aay in seven InilnSTsupreme social command on this one

n°ndon m f-Week tbe Sabbatarians induced the South
the refusal by the Penge

i, .nch of ,, QVistrates to .nfirmj
IT”i]Erystara[%?/vé?Pdays’ilceﬁce for the sdle of drinks at
dble Place fa ace< The consequence is that that admir-
farts of tu°® entertainment—to which visitors from all
Vvr,d)are 1 Cuntry> and, indeed, nearly all parts of the
pPportunitv'l. mbab’t of flocking when they have the
pm - Huffh 1in Wture be closed on Sundays. The
tutorial .ce bluffhes devotes over a column of
@'s mag-isfp /S, In bls Methodist Tunes to approval of
OtnPany of « u course- He accuses the Crystal Palace

! dllestion heartless greed,” though that is obviously
to d ¢, r blm or tbe magistrates, but for the

r WasrHi , ~ tbe public were confronted with
a Seto V ‘““heartless greed,” they would naturally

Way, or dP'r «It by tbe simple expedient of stayin~
“Lere> ITI@EC:-nin™ to bu?l'_ any drink$ whi¥ii they Weité
r ereis ple . Is no compulsion, and as for “ temptation ”
v strictive s J enouSh of that elsewhere in much less

Y V\bi]\g\/x}gpéwndin’\pas tbe temperance party are
J°ps. “eartiess greetj» ;s on the part of the gospel

S 1 &) mn i7161°f ~od wbo run tbem, and strive to
thdr estaHi; C1° ut them as the publicans do from
«.ey can ; slibiients, will not brook any rivalry. If
gj» i?"A" m  folks Jato their conventicles one way or
le- > 7 are determined, in a spirit of meanest
> ay gag7,UP other public resorts which may have,
fil at a nur | have’ suPerior attractions,
all a°dsimill.; ,reli§'jous objection is at the bottom of
aSnlu&hnp ~ ntfiferences is shown by the tenor of
the™vedify by ft, ~ Aff&hes's editorial comments, and
ProttlemOrini ,, e, trflfrifrhait way in whieh he points to
wbtiqﬁwrr(]p(\%’g} ﬂw_IetPNational Council of t_he E_\/apgeliyal
aim™ Hevgl '8 Sunday labor which, it is said,
etr "UIld b tbe Company’s employees might,
'vOrL assistan eaS‘ly S'01 ov?r by an arrangement for
of , ,,a WeeL tCe and the strict limitation of six days’
a Sato,P° SsibIP oeacb °f the staff. Price Hughes’'s talk
His mPle of ip Saturnalia ” amongst the visitors is but
Ai,7COndemn ,,CUstgmary florid and reckless rhetoric.
Yo i3ta natigh of th' * lamentable conduct of the
which dissented from the magisterial

1,0 N !
verth nApust also be taken simply for what it jg
however
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is closed to the public on Sundays, and for this we have
to thank these illiberal and intolerant religionists.

There is another grievance now discovered by the
“unco guid,” who seem to find their chief pleasure in
stopping other people’s enjoyment. The Christian
Herald has undertaken to lecture the Upper Ten on
their Sunday dinner parties which are so prominently
reported in society journals. This is safe enough for a
paper like the Christian Herald, but it will be dangerous
ground for Christian organs of a higher type. We can
be sure they will think twice before assailing the Sunday
pleasures of the rich. Still, the Chaplain-General (Rev.
Dr. Edghill) has undertaken to speak out. He
says \—

“ We must acknowledge before God the sins and sores
of this nation which cry aloud for his displeasure. Take,
for instance, the neglect of Sunday among the upper
classes of society. The two chief objects of the day are
rest and worship? Where is the rest and worship ?
Where is the rest amid fashionable dinner parties ?
Where is the worship when the day is given up to
games and amusements of all sorts? And these are
entered into, not by the poor, but by those who have
plenty of time all the week. The keeping of the Day
of Rest has been part of our national character.”

it has; our dull and dismal Sundays,

Suppose
in London, are surely nothing to be proud

especially
of.

The society which calls itself the Working Men’s
Lord’s Day Rest Association—how many real working
men are in it?—arranged for400 sermons and addresses
on Sabbath observance to be delivered last Sunday and
during the week. Not only this, but they distributed
many thousands of pamphlets, leaflets, etc. Except
with ill-informed and bigoted religionists, they are not
likely to have effected much in a propagandist way ;
but that section of believers is so large that it has to
be counted with, which is the main reason for mention-
ing this latest phase of Sabbatarian activity. Whilst
Rationalists are resting in a Fool's Paradise and

deprecating anti-theological work, the army of super-
and

stition is hard at work. What appropriate
encouraging texts were afforded for all these four
hundred addresses by the recent successes which

Sabbatarianism has achieved !

Though Price Hughes inveighs against what he calls
the “ accursed Continental Sunday,” our foreign neigh-
bors exhibit in this matter very much more sense than
we do. Here is a lament from the Church Times on
the supposed iniquity of Parisians: “ With a con-
temptuous disregard of Holy Seasons, the long-antici-
pated Paris Exhibition was opened on Holy Saturday.
The same decline from old French reverence was marked
in the order from the Minister of Marine forbidding the
observance of Good Friday at the arsenal by draping
the rigging with crape.”

Dreadful—was it not? But our neighbors across the
Channel seem not to be the only offenders in regard to
slighting Holy Days. The British Weekly has received
a letter from a correspondent at Simonstovvn, where the
Boer prisoners of war have been staying, describing
how they spend their Sunday. *“ Not in psalm-singing
and prayer, as you might fancy. True, they do start
in the early morning with hymn-singing, but that is
soon over, and they pass the rest of the day in playing
football, to the edification of the crowds of people who
throng to see them !”

The bicycle, perhaps more than any rational argu-
ment, bids fair to break down the Sunday superstition
in this country. Certainly the clerics have tried to
capture the cyclists by means of “ Church cycle parades,”
but the votaries of that exhilarating sort of locomotion
are not to be tempted to limit their “ spins” on fine
Sundays by this deference to ecclesiastical demands.
In this connection, it is worth while recording the fatal
consequences that a cyclist brought upon himself by
shamefacedness in being seen on his machine on a
Sunday. He went out cycling on Sunday, the 25th
ult., at Keighley. Nearing his home, he turned down a
steep and narrow lane, and was pitched against the
side of a house and killed. His wife told the Coroner’s
jury that he rode down the lane because he did not like
to be seen cycling on a Sunday. If he had gone along

.another and a safe thoroughfare, the accident would
His Sabbatarian scruples, or the
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fear of those held by his friends, killed him. This
story has the merit of being true, which cannot be said
of those apocryphal tales told in Sunday-schools (and
satirised by Mark Twain) of wicked youths who go out
boating or fishing on the Sabbath, and are, in conse-
guence, drowned. Francis Neale.

Martineau’s “ Study of Religion.”

IV.—God and the Moral Sense.

From an examinationof the external world Dr. Martineau
next turns to man’s moral consciousness for corroborative
proof of his Theistic beliefs. His object here is twofold—
to demonstrate, first of all, that the nature of the moral
sense bears ample testimony to the existence of an
“ Eternal Mind,” of which it is, in some sense, a copy ;
and to vindicate this assumed controlling intelligence
from the criticisms directed against it.

According to Dr. Martineau, “ the moral law is im-
posed upon us by an authority foreign to our personality ”
(foreign, that is, to the personality of the race), and we
may “ read in our ethical discriminations the reflections
of an Eternal Justice.” According to the Evolutionist,
our moral sense is the result of the accumulated experi-
ence of unnumbered generations of social life, and has
ultimate reference to courses of conduct that are, on the
whole, beneficial to the species. Conscience to the one
is “ the Divine speaking through man its dictates are
“not to be canvassed, but only to be obeyed or dis-
obeyed.” To the other it represents the force of social
experience and social opinion, and needs constantly
modifying or educating in the light of growing know-
ledge.

Dr. Martineau’s objection to the evolutionary account
of the moral sense is chiefly remarkable for the omission
of the one factor that makes it evolutionary—that of
growth. Right through his criticism this is apparent,
and is, indeed, the customary sin of the introspective
moralist. Space prevents my dealing at any length
with his treatment of the moral sense, but one point
will illustrate what | have described as his characteristic
weakness. It is argued that conscience cannot be the
result of cumulative public feeling, because thei'e is
already with each individual a conscience to which all
social regulations appeal. Now the only possible means
of establishing such a contention is by completely shut-
ting one’s eyes to the question of whether conscience is
a growth or not. The objection simply takes for granted
that conscience, as it exists in the present individual, is
a primitive faculty ; which is clearly the point in dispute.
Dr. Martineau does, in a rather obliqgue manner, admit
the education of conscience, without seeing that this is
largely another name for the making of conscience. To
say that our feelings concerning the rightness or wrong-
ness of particular actions admit of modification, or even
of reversal, and to say that conscience is only a general
term for the sum of our moral feelings that are deter-
mined by association, are really two ways of stating the
same fact. But, while admitting the former statement
as correct, our critic denies the latter's accuracy. Why ?
Practically because, if conscience is but the consolida-
tion of feelings of pleasure or pain attached to certain
classes of actions, it ceases to be of any moral value.*
Again, why ? That conscience is a compound of
simpler feelings the Evolutionist asserts most emphati-
cally ; that it therefore ceases to be of any moral value
he denies with equal emphasis. Dr. Martineau is
simply begging the question by asserting that, if it
is so, therefore conscience ceases to have any moral
character. Let me put the matter in a sentence.
Either the feelings summed up under the term
“ conscience” have reference to actions that are thought
to be useful to the race, or they have not. If they have,
an analysis of the relationship only exhibits, not destroys,
their character. If they have not, Dr. Martineau is taking
up the curious position that only those actions that are
void of benefit have any valid claim to the title of moral.

But the “ moral consciousness” of man is to the
Theist a veritable Frankenstein. Called into existence
as a servant, it assumes the position of a master ; and,

* See Types ofEthical Theory, ii., pp. 15, 16.
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criticising the theory it is intended to subserve. It raiss>
difficulties far more powerful than any it helps to rem0”
Having, therefore, assumed that the world is gover
by benevolence, justice, and love, Dr. Martineau n _
faces those aspects of the world that apparently c
flict with such a position. &

The first difficulty to which Dr. Martineau addref »
himself is that connected with the existence of s4°
in the animal world. W ithout stooping to the weD*
dishonest plea that there is no suffering to aP° °~|t
for, that the animals that are hunted enjoy the SF
quite as much as those that hunt them, he argufy
“ the preponderance of pain is the point on which
argument hangs,” and, consequently, his reply 1 »
the shape of proving that, on the whole, anima
experiences more pleasure than pain, and that,
objection to pain is really an objection to SeNt*

is that, if we have av*"
that experience pleasure, they must also be capap Q
experiencing pain, and that the present conditip ~
things “ accomplishes the maximum of good 'M
minimum of evil.” i sai

I have in other places* already pointed out at i€
length that the argument from the suffering
animal world does not hinge upon there being a sui? t
of pains over pleasures. No additien--in quanW g,
alter the quality of suffering. Pain is no more f
when it occurs in a million cases than when it occu
one. A thousand people with the toothache 5k,
neither more nor less than a single individual
is always an individual matter ; and its existence ”
single case is as much an indictment of such a God as”s
Martineau paints as the production of myriads ofinstao.®
And as to the second contention, that you cannot e .#
nate the susceptibility to pain without destf>
the possibility of pleasure; here again there is ¢ i
begging of the question. ~All that it amounts to is
bald statement that under present conditions suffer*
an inevitable concomitant of animal life. This
denies ; nor does anyone deny that some good et}* »
from much evil. All that one need point out is> f»
Theistic theory be sound, the universe is the resm
prearranged plan. Out of an infinitude of other P°Nee
plans this one was adopted. All its possibilit>eS.
foreseen ; and we are, therefore, justified in aS”
if God is filled with benevolence, justice, and I°ve’lli@
should evil be the raw material of good, pain the
from which pleasure is quarried, the suffering”
destruction of myriads of animals the condition
lfitness ” of those that survive ?

Dr. Martineau is far too acute to deny that
other plan might have been devised, or to avail h*
of the cheap retort of asking himself what bette
an objector could suggest. Instead, he seeks to
the force of the criticism by asserting, first, that ~
having once committed “ his will to any deter* /5
method....... thereby shuts the door on a thousand ~d
that might have been before.”! To which °neylik
only say, so much the worse for his judgment; 15
if once having adopted a “ determinate method,
resolved to adhere to it, irrespective of possible
ficial modifications or animal suffering induced "<A
scheme, we can only apply Emerson’s phrasé>, 0
foolish consistency is the bugbear of little n)‘nf
what Dr. Martineau believes is the greatest mind

The second plea urged is that we exagger3
actual amount of evil by omitting to make a °~rf
for the good resulting therefrom. There is n°®
nature “ except those of each tribe on whic*l A
appointed to subsist....... The carnivorous tribes a »
omnivorous, but select, in their tastes and antip3” «

.And, among the modes of death, there is no qf
to suppose that to become the victim of animal_v° 79)
is more painful than to perish by disease, or p*ne ~
by exhaustion.”] One needs to be a Freethul® S
appreciate the delicious humor of an apology jj
description. Anyone but a Theist might be str* ~B
the thought that the fact that certain tribes hav _#

Ol
df

deliberately “ appointed ” as food for others ma j f
case worse rather than better; and that, 1°°j
from the standpoint of the eaten, they might vte '~/
; -7
In my two pamphlets on Pain and Providence and u

and Christianity.

t Study ofReligion, ii., p. So. J Ibid, ii., pp. 889
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Praised God had their devourers been less “ select in
. €ir tastes and their antipathies.” And, after all, the

select” tastes of a great many carnivora are fairly
comprehensive, as a short account of man-eating tigers
and the like would show. And it is still more curious
p anA gravely propounded that, because the Divine
perfection” has provided worse forms of death than
D¥ng eaten, therefore let us not complain of that. It
??y walks on you,” said Artemus Ward, “ praise God

isn't an elephant.” “ If you are devoured by some
1?her animal,” says Dr. Martineau, benignly, “ praise

that ” rd’ y°U mi£ht have met a far worse death than

Next, Dr. Martineau asks triumphantly : “ Withdraw
"together the carnivorous habit........ How would you
?iEPﬁFod’-i the bodies of dead animals?........ Nature, 1

predatory tribes, has appointed a sanitary com-
misSlon far more effective than those which watch over
rvillages and cities ; and one of the great difficulties
to °Ur civilisation is due to the fact that there is nobody
Z eat US”* so that the “ Divine Perfection,” having
J"ated a number of animals, is compelled to create
thers to eat them, in order that their festering bodies shall

Poison the air; and then, despite the laudations of the
Ninterested affections contained in Dr. Martineau s
1 1'ugs, human interference with the divine economy,

Preventing other animals eating us, gives rise to
fisne 0" the great difficulties of our crowded civihsa-
ofbak. reminds one of Swift’s tract on the benefits

Andles as an article of diet.
is ofte’ Inally>we are assured that anti-theistic criticism

arlfl the nlde,(of tte mark because the growth of disease
°rSans 'ie “are evidently not the ends for which the
3s Un are constructed....... for which accordingly it is
runnereaSi°nade to see™ a ‘Wherefore’ as to ask the
Niaga , y he buls, or the boatman why he shoots
lutigs afr @ ut runner fails because of weakness of
related’f *mf)s>or of some cause that may be definitely
ask env 0 the fask proposed. It is not unreasonable to
able to 6r t'ae ffuesti°ns cited, and it is not unreason-
al 'fS" why there should be so much disease in
HD%Q €, wf''ch is admitted to ke most “ perplexing.”
Ts not included in God's plan, how comes it
Fitjs, then it is “ the ends for whlch the
togt P re constructed,” and Dr. Martineau’s Blea falls
ground.
else ,what, after all, does Dr. Martineau, or anyone
Crstnjc/°rm» the “ encs f°r which 0rgans are
Uaverif ff The whole sentence is a tissue af
carry j,ahle and baseless assumptions. The lungs
readine e~v*nff oxygen to the blood, and with equal
thru ,ss and thoroughness spread typhoid germs
'Vere td tae system. Why should we say the lungs
at*°’ther fConsfructed ” for one purpose rather than
eveDwh' *ndeed\ viewing the struggle mankind is
var;8 lere and always engaged in to overcome the
lift eagencies that threaten the security of human
Ratura iy with equal reasok; say that the aim of
earth .extmguish human life from the face of the
effort anf *s °nly prevented doing this by constant
discerri « viffilance. The “end” that Dr. Martineau
result 'L n°f in nature, but in himself. He discerns a
a PUn nd suPP°ses a plan ; discovers a fact, and infers
‘vhat S  An examination of nature tells us only
Part Of' does not tell us why it is, or that it forms
‘death .any predetermined “ plan of creation.” The
Tiay be nature is a designed servant to human welfare
As Ran a Phasing one, but it is nevertheless an illusion.
and ad -Says : “ Reason brought design into the world,
1nires a wonder created by itself.”

C. Cohen.
( To be concluded.)

Lie o
Pray f°r rain or fine weather, and on great
sPeciai'f SUCN as lbe potato blight, the archbishop issues
y,ndarcllKrin °f petition for its removal. But the clergy
teypra, Is .Pare aware all the time that the evils which
> a rk™au.St depend on natural causes, and that a prayer
Jatbgj. Ir>stian minister will as little bring a change of
rude. S fbe incantation of a Caffre rain-maker.—A A.

Study, pp. 89-90.

THE FREETHINKER.

261
A Saintly Sinner.
A Sidelight on St. George.
" Our ancient word of courage, fair ‘' St. George,’
Aspire us with the spleen of fiery dragons.”
—Shakespeare (Richard I11. v.j).

T he recent inclusion of the harmless, necessary Union
Jack among the most sacred symbols of our most holy
religion has led to a renewed interest in the personality
of the gent who is facetiously known as the patron
saint of England.

It was, indeed, fondly hoped that, by the help of the
Almighty and the Daily Mail, many otherwise decent
citizens might be persuaded to observe St. George’s
Day by wearing roses.

The suggestion, as might have been expected, fell
flat ; but it may prove interesting to many to be
informed who St. George was, his connection with
English history, and his association with our national
flower—the rose. We regret exceedingly to find that
the saint’s biography is by no means pleasant reading,
and quite unsuited for the family circle. Historians
agree in disclosing a pitiable story of a misspent life.
From the highest to the lowest, from Gibbon to a
certain Dr. William Smith, they describe George as an
unadulterated rascal. Even that cultured Bostonian
idol, Emerson, can find no redeeming traits in the
saint’'s character. Hear what Emerson has to say :(—

“ George of Cappadocia, born at Epiphania, in Cilicia,
was a low parasite, who got a lucrative contract to supply
the army with bacon.”

This is decidedly unsettling. But for the present we
refrain from levelling the guns of our criticism at this
saintly army contractor.

“ A rogue and informer, he got rich, and was forced to
run from justice.”

This seems to suggest that George sold pigs which had
died natural deaths, was a swindler, and had learnt the
art of sprinting at the psychological moment.

“ He saved his money, embraced Arianism, collected a
library, and got promoted by a faction to the episcopal
throne of Alexandria.”

Like most army contractors,
head screwed on the right way.
a library, his previous commercial reputation was
sufficiently bad to prevent the booksellers allowing
the saint any credit. We may be equally certain
that his ordination as a right-reverend Father-in-God
was against the public interest.

“ When Julian came, a.d. 361, George was dragged to
prison.”

We were just getting ready some powerful language of
the lyddite description to express our feelings when we
read of George getting into trouble. Mr. Julian did not
arrive a moment too soon.

“ The prison was burst open by the mob, and George

was lynched, as he deserved.”

There is something particularly distressing in the idea
of a bishop being lynched. |If George had taken to
drink in his old age, we might still have remembered
that bishops are but human. This lynching, however,
is a dreadful business. Now for Emerson’s perora-
tion :—

“ And this precious knave became, in good time, Saint
George of England, patron of chivalry, emblem of victory
and civility, and the pride of the best blood of the modern
world.”

A lemon-hearted cynic might liken the history of the
patron saint of England to a page out of the Newgate
Calendar. Some modern historians, realising the dis-
graceful nature of George’s career, have made desperate
attempts to whitewash his saintship. They have suc-
ceeded in deceiving themselves that George was not
George, but another gentleman of the same name.
But criticism, sharp as Shylock’s knife, cuts their
nonsense to pieces. The tutelary saint of England
was a blackguard, and “ there’s an end of it.”

W e have not sufficient space just at present to refer
to George's connection with the dear dragon. Neither
have we the heart to discuss his relation with that

George had his saintly
As for his collecting
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beautiful flower, the rose. So far from recommending
any citizen to wear a rose in honor of George of
Cappadocia, we rather suggest that it would be a kind-
ness to strew the poppy of oblivion over the grave of
such a sacrosanct scoundrel. Mimnermus.

Pharisee and Publican.

You call me a “ sinner”—perhaps | am,
Sucli as your narrow creed would damn ;
And yet, maybe, | am better far

Than some who aloft in “ saintship ” are !

I hurt nobody by greed or guile,

Nor mask deceit with a specious smile ;

I have clothed the naked, the hungry fed,
And the homeless ones to a shelter led.

The sick have received my loving care,

And the prisoner, too, in his dungeon there ;
By the couch of the dying have comfort said,
And buried the poor and friendless dead.

And yet, because | do not speak

In a “ holy tone,” with an accent meek,

And because | am jolly, and hearty, and free,
“What a wicked sinner !” you say of me.

I honestly lead a natural life

In love and goodwill, avoiding strife ;

I cannot frown on this world’s delight,

Nor say that its pleasures are far from right.

You think what a “ godly” name you'll win
By branding all sensible joy as “ sin

You fancy your seat in heaven will be

Very high up, for your “ sanctity.”

Denying the needs of your nature now,
And the body forced in restraint to bow,
You live on such an unnatural plane
That your life is but self-inflicted pain.

O take the good of this world to-day !
Swiftly—too swiftly—it melts away ;
Seek the charm of the passing hour,
Live in its beauty, enjoy its power 1

“ While we live, let us live ' It is wiser so
Than in mourning and penitent garb togo ; -
No future life can repair the loss

To those who treated this life as “ dross.”

When you have done with tlrings below,
Should your steps up “ a golden stairway " go,
Your spirit will be exceeding glad—

If spirit there be—for the joy you had !

Gerald Grey.

Acid Drops.

Prophet Baxter is still playing his profitable old game,
predicting the “ Wars and Revolutions ” which are to precede
and herald the second coming of Christ—who, by the way,
has never been proved to have come the first time yet. Ever
so many years ago Prophet Baxter wrote a book to prove
that Louis Napoleon was the destined monarch of the world.
Louis Napoleon died, and Prophet Baxter has backed half-a-
dozen other gentlemen for the same job since. But they too
have all died. Indeed, it is as good as a death warrant when
Prophet Baxter patronises you as the hero of his “ coming
events.” We see he is now backing Prince Victor Napoleon,
who is living at Brussels, or Prince Louis Napoleon, who is
living at St. Petersburg. Well, we are sorry for both these
gentlemen. They may make their wills and get ready for
their funerals.

Rev. Mr. Sheldon, of “* What Would Jesus Do ?” celebrity,
.addressing a meeting of Methodist ministers at Paterson,
New Jersey, on April 4, said : “ If a grand inquisition could
get at our ministers, three-fourths of us would be found
guilty of heresy upon some point.” This raised a violent
storm amongst the Methodist ministers. When it subsided
Mr. Sheldon added : “ 1 made that statement recently to a
venerable divine, who told me that | would be nearer right
if 1 said nine-tenths.” It appears, therefore, that what is
called the Higher Criticism is permeating the most orthodox
of Churches.

“ Church members,” said the Rev. C. M. Sheldon in the
Topeka Daily Capital, “ respectable citizens, men and women
who stand high in social circles, lie about their taxes. These
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are facts. Apply the moral for yourselves.” We suppose
moral is, Pay your taxes straight, as Jesus would do. * '
but Jesus had a very short and easy way of doing it. " r
the tax-collector called for his little bill, Jesus sent Peter =
ing, and Peter caught a finny specimen with money.'l .
mouth, which money he brought to Jesus, who Pal“, |r
tax-collector’s account with it. If Christians could pay tn.e
taxes in this simple fashion, lew of them would take
trouble to “ lie ” in making their returns.

Mrs. Langtry seems to have had a bad time in Atn y
The purity people there are very numerous, and they st “{f
object to “The Degenerates,” a play which she tooks
from England. In some places she had to cancel her eng”,
ments owing to the opposition. The Mayor of Newark, .g
Jersey, declared that Mrs. Langtry’s acting in that City* qQ]
Holy Week was “ a gratuitous insult to the respectable,
fearing people.” -

The Scottish Reformation Society propounds a newtrh{@
of the war in South Africa. “ The cunning hand 0, te
Jesuits,” its report says, “ has prepared and precipitate
unhappy quarrel.” This may be true, but one wonders:
the Jesuits managed it. The Boers are ultra-Protes ,
and Great Britain is mostly Protestant too. As the OI'
Herald says, “ there is something extremely piquant I
idea of Oom Paul as a Jesuit in disguise.”

Rev. H. R. Haweis, speaking at the London SpA'~fof
Alliance annual conversazione, said a very curious th'? .
a Church of England clergyman. He declared that Spirj jty
ism had “ given a philosophic basis to belief in the imnJ°!jfijs
of the soul.” But, according to the New Testament,
Jesus Christ who brought immortality to light near!) (
thousand years ago. Mr. Haweis is a Christian, and b (
his living by preaching Jesus Christ; but he does not aPfjje
to rate his Master’s contributions to the theory ofafutuf®.es
too highly. And the cream of the joke is that Mr. W
professes to believe that this Jesus Christ was God 1

Mr. Haweis characterised the prosecutions of clairyQ) »
as anachronisms. The Privy Council, he declared, nu?’
well prosecute doctors for obtaining money by pretendl
cure that which they did not cure, or clergymen for preal jrio
“ Hell fire,” and thereby frightening women and children\
madhouses. Heaven help all the clergymen, he excla'b)’
if they were going to prosecute all people who got mo» '
false pretences.

Mr. Haweis tell loul of Talmagc for saying that nine-ﬁf”’its
of Spiritualism was fraudulent. Talmage, said Mr. Ba'
talks a lot of rubbish ; he has not conceived a new Q"
the last thirty years. But of how many more men “
might not the same thing be said with equal accuracy-

There was some pretty plain speaking about the pafijjf,
at the Teachers’ Conference in York. One deleganj™-I;
Cryer, said that something must be done to stop “ the
vultures pilfering the funds set apart for education.”

Dr. Maclure, the Dean of Kﬂ_z;nchester, is a very con'P js
clergyman. Acknowledging a vote of thanks to
chairman of the annual parish meeting for the

churchwardens and sidesmen, he said : “ 1 wish )'(lj
understand that 1 am not a Papist or a Ritualist. Tilljl
downright, good, high, low, broad, evangelical, tHs
churchman.” God Almighty will have a job to so
parson out at the day of judgment.

The Westminster Gazette calls attention to the utheii

advertisements in the Times: “ Advowson for sale in -0.j pof:

county. Healthy vacancy must soon occur. Sma
Good rieighboihood. Income nearly ,6400 net, a Ojaii
rectory and grounds. Apply, etc.” “Advowson fores

I'retty agricultural village. About £270, with earl) 1
sion, etc.” The Westminster Gazette observes that j“e .pfd
ment, “ Healthy vacancy must soon occur,” is curiousl)’y 1
but there is no doubt what is implied by “ small pop-

nows i s 2%

Whether Professor Cheyne knows it or not, his

the occasion of much pain to that aged Protestant sI'C”"o
Record. In its latest issue it gives a review of * 1
Cheyne's work on The Christian Use o/ the tp
observes : “We can but say, with no hesitation whate'
we lay this book down with pain and sorrow. Wc j,c$(
wonderment that Professor Cheyne should express
conviction that millions of Christian men and wp

many generations have been completely mistaken *
the person of Christ shining from the pages of the 16

—

if
The Record wonders, too, if there is any other Church
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fessor Ch°m sav‘nS the Church of England, of which Pro-

wuld alieMIC Can sPea’t *n such contemptuous terms, which

ment anri®We ne °f.'ts ministers to hold a lucrative appoint-
at hout its most cherished doctrines.

that profl6 Aec’rd is right. It does seem a singular fact
ceeson”~”~heyne, who has travelled far away from the
"s Church, should cling to its loaves and fishes.

a®natur™ T are *ocatod so near St. Paul's Cathedral, we

structur-3 ly , Bginning to feel an added interest in that stately

tofind the( 116 toP the hill. It is distressing, therefore,

Sir\v g ;it some new mosaics recently added, and for which

eentoQ *'Ic',n,°nd is responsible, are not at all satisfactory,
urchmen with some pretensions to taste.

f Sir W .

r*nithe .  vichmond has usually made many departures
P~rentaffine traditions of medieval art. lie does not
"Ho shane WU'.«Play-footed saints whose figures are contorted
"I'at idioP 1 Icl? are mainly suggestive of paralysis. Nor
Imbecility Ic' 0°king Apostles whose personal appéarance of

. Stainenta®C« Unts lor much that we read °f hi the New
Sh'en ino "Ut I'e l,as gone and done something which has

tenPOranX_ %h%fﬁggﬁ to a correspondent of our dear old con-

*Sc 1
rePfesem Ure”  say« this correspondent, “ is deliberately mis-
preseat! ] the resurrection picture the sepulchre is

“eing two0 3S llavinS hi%h folding doors, and its floor as
"hereas °r three steps higher than the ground without,
ad 1n°re than one Gospel says that it had no door,
Geentoirp 111 says that he had to stoop to look into it. In
"ULorg’s B%Gélvl ipicture an angel is represented as laying out

. Mbis is
~eugh in HMsacl-  The illustrator should stick to his text,
rasPecfive  ,s case lke text generally, which includes the

°f contr"dCG. OUn*s °b the resurrection, is in a hopeless state
Pearth O and confiusion. 1t seems, however, pretty
Jabadt @e was 110 door to that tomb, and that St. John
Otake '© stoop to look into it. Religionists have to stoop
SE'ttis odHN6 siory °f the resurrection at all. And yet that
>tor it ever there was a “ tall ” story that is one.

\refatioedid°nt°f Sir Henry Thompson’s work on Modern
fNsPosicMar 'lecn issued. The advantages of cremation

th_ author ° e« dle dead d° n°t now need to be discussed.
i Srelie; ' r'ghtly enough, devoted but little attention to

tilssere Y 8SPELL of the Subject. At THe same time, it is

rle beathgn® 1107 that the early Christians departed from

0s"rrectiOQ Sust°m of burial because they believed in the

theven dav<c® i!16 dead as doming within a few short years,

e peelarif:.L. ~°?r fools —and yet their folly originated in
rations of Christ.’

otV g
Servation'Vas’e material must be the common-sense
V' at St0/ dle burning to the ground of the Wesleyan
e “ri{ e’nards. The rector of St. Leonards piously
iSEPous -t ERUR, we that He who werks in a
Wine fi ¥ 11? w°oders to perform has a wise purpose
BekeY p,, tiial to overtake you, and we can only say,

a her, for so it seemeth good in Thy sight.”

There

biHCs- Sfinth!ng dhe accommodating oneself to circum-
WodicVi* ¢ read in the same ateiint that the " fire
jGdin Ver,, v'fforously,” and that the trustees are now
will b ei*. passing circumstances. No doubt more
-tice nf rraised ‘n time to rebuild the chapel. But
gt describé’K It have preservetl tivis “ handsome edifice,” as

Pe"d theira’ and. d‘'sPoscd the forthcoming donors to
oney' in building a chapel somewhere else.

S fefly ‘i e. ncw one, when erected, will, like the old, be

n that ifld- h3 his service,” which suggests the
6s isi 'i rov'dence can’t or won't look after his own
11 much use relying upon him for anything

i er says that not long ago he asked a
Qicp’ ",but_sirY‘Olt; a cricket club. “ Excuse me,” was the
tonc6L” «ip. ce T became fully consecrated | have given up
M. " “orl,"ll T°u Play the violin at our evening
‘s | lex'er sen,l” ~am sorry>but | have given up the violin.”
SA'ctl(-"bably < iv 1SUrPr>sed, and, though he doesn’t say so,
“ niitlcation' i,, disgusted at this exhibition of effeminate

teachiUra* Print 1 dlc same, tliese consecrated creatures are
ng. Uct of a great deal of present-day pulpit

EQjs.h0Uie °f Warwick has recently given expression to
bpeakir,iS 1 'ut wh be anything but palatable to the

the K at Leamington in support of the National

‘be r;sp r@vention of Cruelty to Children, she said
giving offence, she would like to point
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out the absurdity of sending thousands of pounds out of this
country to so-called foreign missions when there was plenty
to do at home. Surely it was their duty to alleviate the
sufferings of the little ones at home before going out to
other nations, whose primitive moral convictions were often
superior, and certainly not inferior, to those of a professedly
Christian land.

It is not often nowadays that we find a coroner’s jury
returning the antiquated verdict of “ Death by the Act of
God.” This, however, was the finding of a jury who sat to
inquire at Ramsgate the other day into the circumstances of
the death ofan unlucky woman who was killed by lightning
on the sands. Such a verdict takes us back to the centuries
of ignorance in regard to natural phenomena when every-
thing at all remarkable was ascribed to the direct action of
Deity. With the advance in knowledge, the old form of
“ Visitation of God ” is now generally superseded by the much
more sensible verdict of “ Death from natural causes,” which
fact shows that, at any rate, some progress is being made.

With all its accumulated wealth and sources of emolument,
the Established Church of England might at least keep its
clergymen out of the County Court. The Rev. H. N. Walde,
rector of Linkenholt, near llungerford, Berks, has been sued
for 156s. by a firm of publishers, who alleged that the rector
had a Bible valued at ,£5 from their agent, and, after retain-
ing it for a year on approval, returned it. Judgment was
given for the sum claimed. He was also sued by his cook
f°r £3 wages. The rector wrote to the Judge complaining
that he was only in receipt of /)80 a year, and had to keep a
house and sustain a family on that. Well, there are many
families in this happy Christian land that have to live on
less. Besides, as the plaintiff's solicitor pointedly observed,
whatever the rector’s income might be, if he thought proper
to engage an expert cook he ought to pay for her services.
A commitment order was granted.

The Bible, so considerately placed in each cell of her
Majesty’s prisons for the spiritual improvement of the
prisoners, seems occasionally to be put to some practical
purpose. In the West-end massage scandal case, which
came the other day before the Marlborough-street Stipendiary,
it transpired that a man who had been sentenced to twelve
months’ imprisonment for keeping a disorderly house had
managed to surreptitiously communicate with the outer
world by means of notes scribbled on leaves torn out of his
cell-Bible. Certain pages selected from the Old Testament
might have afforded remarkably appropriate material for
marginal instructions as to the carrying Oll of the houses of
ill-fame in which the prisoner was interested.

A man named Alfred Owen Williams, who was accused of
a number of petty thefts, some from the House of Commons
and others from his lodgings, pleaded for leniency on the
ground of his previous good character, as shown by presenta-
tions that had been made to him by his Church and Sunday-
school at Llanelly. His religious associations seem not to
have had much restraining moral inlluence on his actions,
and, probably regarding him as one of those canting hypo-
crites of whom there are such a number about, the Mary-
lebone magistrate sentenced him to three months’ imprison-
ment. -

Ollie Tombs, a Kansas City fanatic, predicted that he
would fast thirty days, and then die, and three days later be
raised from the dead. The New York Truthseeker says he
has done the easiest part of the trick. He is dead.

The Alexandra Palace is to be put to a new use. Pleasure-
seekers and racing men will give it a wide berth during the
week in May, when it will be the scene of the World’s Con-
vention of Christian Endeavor Societies. Such a Convention
ought to impregnate the whole surrounding district with the
spirit of piety. One of the “ good and eminent men,” as the
Daily News sarcastically puts it, who are expected to attend
the Convention, is the Rev. C. M. Sheldon.

Arthur Ernest Cole, carpenter, of Lower Edmonton, was
engaged to be married to Annie Brocldesbv, of Dalston.
They first met each other at the Primitive Methodist Chapel,
Tottenham, and subsequently at open-air meetings. “ How
nice it will be,” the amorous carpenter wrote, “ when we are
married, to be able to work forJesus together.” By-and-bye,
however, he changed his mind, and preferred to work for
Jesus with another lady ; and now he has to pay ~72
damages to his first love for breach of promise.

The inhabitants of the Raratonga islands in the Pacific—
or, at least, such of them as profess Christianity—are now
involved in a most serious difficulty. Y e should be heartless
in the extreme if we failed to extend to them our sincerest
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commiseration. They have, it seems, by a pure mistake,
been keeping Sunday on the wrong day !

This terrible fact dawned upon them a little time ago, and
we have some recollection of mentioning the discovery soon
after it was made. But there have been developments since,
and now we learn from a correspondent of the New Zealand
Herald that the islands are in a state of something approach-
ing revolution. The trouble arose in this way : the earlier
missionaries kept the same Sunday after leaving Sydney as
before, forgetting that they had passed the 180th degree of
longtitude, and, consequently, the wrong Sunday has been
kept until now. The Raratonga Federal Parliament has just
decreed that the calendar is to be brought into accord with
the rest of the world. The business houses and Government
offices met the change at once.

Not so the native-converts who are now experiencing the
first rude shock to their hitherto implicit faith. They think
they have either been shamefully bamboozled in the past, or
that the Federal Parliament is trying to humbug them in the
present. So they have set up their naked backs against the
heresy, and will have none of it. The London Missionary
Society’s Church is, in consequence, deserted, and the mis-
sionaries are in despair. The natives have been keeping the
old Sunday (now Saturday) at their homes, and no explana-
tion of their error seems to commend itself to their intelli-
gence. Meanwhile, the Seventh Day Adventists who have
a mission recently started are receiving many temporary
adherents.

It is feared that the outcome will be that the natives will
keep no Sunday at all. The Lord will probably make allow-
ances for the past error into which they have been led, but
their present wilfulness may not be so readily overlooked—at
least, that is what the missionaries think. Earnest prayers
are, therefore, being offered that the native element may not
continue in their present state of stiff-neckedness or thick-
headedness over the 180th degree of longitude, and that all
may yet be peace.

How thankful we ought to be that in our own Christian
land we have a Sunday which is beyond dispute !

Believers in the occult will be interested to learn that a
“ white Mahatma” has foretold that Pretoria will be taken
by us onJuly 6, and that the war will be over in September.

Marriage by phonograph is the latest American novelty.
A minister in Louisiana was very anxious to perform the
marriage ceremony for his daughter, but was taken danger-
ously ill. He, however, ordered the phonograph to be
brought to his bedside, and spoke into the instrument his
part of the marriage service. Later on the phonograph was
placed on the communion table of the church, and by its
means his daughter was duly married to a young merchant.

Query: What did the One Above think of this novel
solemnisation ?

Dreadful scandal seems to have been caused by the entire
absence of any religious service in the inauguration pro-
ceedings at the Paris Exhibition on the 14th. To mark his
sense of this outrage, and of the additional infamy of opening
the Exhibition on the solemn day between Good Frida}' and
Easter Day, Cardinal Richard has arranged for a special
mass at one of the cathedrals.

Somebody in search of the longest word in the English
language has found, in the LifeofArchbishop Benson (p. 441),
certain people alluded to as “ Antidisestablishmentarians.”
Wouldn’t “ mules” be shorter, and equally expressive of the
stubborn stupidity of those who are intended to be described ?

The great, great, extra-great Talmage is in England. He
has come over here to save souls and carry home dollars.
His first sermon was delivered at Manchester. It was
chiefly about Hell, on which Talmage is a high authority.
Not that he has ever visited it, although some people wish
he would. Anyhow, he is quite certain that all “ agnostics
and infidels” go to the pit where they are ranged under
their “ brigadier-general, Voltaire.” Talmage adds that
Voltaire wished he had never been born. When and where
he wished it is not stated.

Talmage says that Christians should look upon agnostics
and infidels as they look upon “ one who allowed his hair to
hang below his shoulders and left his finger nails uncut, and
had in his eye a stare of incipient lunacy—something to be
pitied, not to be argued with.” Quite so. It is so much
easier—and safer—to pity the infidel than to argue with him.
Talmage knows that from experience.
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“There is to-day no religion in Italy,” says &k
the eloquent Sicilian ex-priest, and he adds that ‘. e
is not with the Italians, but with the priests.” This '~

true enough from Don Margilia’s point of view, but" jgdl
considers as no religion is probably just the sort Ol * - g
that serves the priests’ turn. We regret, therefore, t
cannot be jubilant over his admission.

America is a land of queer sects, but Russia beats it halcx
in that line. Amongst the latest novelties in th &
country are the “ Red Pilgrims” and the “ Coffin |
The former clothe themselves in red shirts on the day 0
death, and are suffocated by their co-religionists ;
place themselves in coffins and starve themselves to u

There was a lively vestry meeting recently at Str Lulggf
Church, Enfield. One member called another a '"a"
another threatened the vicar. The household of
divided and unhappy ; still, it separated without blood

ron

1 b

(e

According to the Rev. John Bond, speaking at a
Wesleyan Ministers’ Meeting, the broader spirit and
education of to-day were accompanied by a lack
enthusiasm of former times. Of course, the reverend g
man deeply regretted this lukewarmness, but he
appear to have advanced any recipe for working up t'ie
again.

The Rev. John H. Goodman, preaching before the Rt
and Foreign Bible Society at Wesley’s Chapel, said the "5
no fear of the Bjble being discrowned or dethroned” jsaC
a book which Bishop Butler had defended and Séﬁ&‘
Newton had interpreted, and Shakespeare knew, reg(
Walter Scott carried in his pocket ; a book which  ggi#
in kings’ palaces, appealed to in courts of justice, and
for by felons in their cells. Well, now, that A g°°. jeits
decidedly good. Certainly the Bible is all right.
patronised by felons. That is the final mark of its Il
tion.

Hu4

Mrs. Margaret Tyers Weller-Poley, of Brandon . j08
Brandon, Suffolk, has left £30,000 to various re
institutions, amongst them being the Society for r'f?. -did
Christian Knowledge, which receives £2,000. 1 ylisl
Knowledge, of course, means Christian Superstition™ "
is what this deceased Ia_d?/ is sup?o_rting, as it welV \\£
her grave. Surely it will be well if Freethinkers \(@
best to counteract such a disposition of the hard-eaf d]i&f
somebody) fruits of human labor. Legacies to the flaS
Society, Limited, whose registered office is nowat 1Stll j &
Hall Court, Ludgate Hill, London, E.C., will be ~ev® udill
they accrue, to the promotion of Reason and the des
of Dogmatic Faith.

Rev. C. M. Sheldon, who made such an ass ofg ¥
trying to edit a daily newspaPer, is now proposing t0 1 Pc
new religious sect to be called “ Practical Christian ¢ jtl
thinks that eight weeks will be sufficient to estat»!™ {0
England, and then he proposes to go on and do the sa .“<
the continent of Europe. The Church Times obsefv /js5!*
little of the saving grace of modesty would not be al
this superior exponent of practical Christianity.”

A Vision of Storm.

| iiai) a vision of a storm at night—

A monster myriad-mouthed—I saw the sea,

That soared and roared as with demoniac )
Drag down great ships, and drown men (woeful sigl
I saw on land homes wrecked with fearful migkk

Of winds and floods ; | saw beneath a tree

A good man slain by lightning, that left free
Another who in evil did delight.

And then | saw, as though, indeed, above , Q)
Hell's hand were there to wield the lightning s
A child struck blind before its mother’s eyes 1,r,ed
And that poor mother’s grief, her moans and c
More than a good man’s words denying God
Disproved, if God there be, that God is love ! F
J-

jiilm
Neither days nor lives can be made holy by doing
in them. The best prayer at the beginning of the da)'
we may not lose its moments, and the best grace befo €f.

is the consciousness that we have justly earned our o*
Ruskin.
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The FREETHINKER is no longer published at 28 stO®
cutter-street, but at 1 Stationers’ Hall Court, u g<
HA London, E.C., the office of the Freethought Pub-
lishing Company, Limited, where all ordeis and ggom-
rmunications should be addressed.

Mr. Foote’'s Engagements.

*i, '% APr!l 29>Alexandra Hall, Islington-square, Liverpool ;
Prin,.-eSreil be ye Poor", at 3, "The Lord of Hosts and
Ice ot Peace at 7, " Is Pr. Mivart in Hell ?"

Athendum Hall, London. 20, Manchester.

To Correspondents.
Mr.
TheC'Uri-k® Watts's Lecturing Engagements. April 29,
6 An~thenaeum Hall» Tottenham Court-road, London, May
f' Athenfeum Hall, London ; 27, Bradford.—All communication
roedVin Charles Watts should be sent to him at 24 Carmima-

_addd’ Balham>S.W. If a reply is required, a stamped and
j ressed envelope must be enclosed.

Q- Blp Pleased toyhave yaur cangriediuiations.

HrRn= . 's Published in one volume at fourteen shillings by

and Supr* ancl The precise title is TheBible: its Meaning
BIRris.- .

fd'cles (i) Pleased to hear you have found Mr. Foote's

Irends, ‘U “ God's Mother” so useful in lending to your

additio- -« es’ hiose articles will be reprinted, with some

organ; s\ Pamphlet f°rm’ (2) With regard to Freethought
S hhart'xd.n Brislol. no doubt something ought to be done,
A syste e« ter wait a little longer for an opportune moment.
see, Mrmatlc eTort will be necessary, and, from what we can
r’Uiiig- * ~00te will have to visit Bristol himself to set the ball
bill 3 banks for your, letter re the Egyptian Hall matter.

{b r%{usthave looked 9. onny,"thwmddlu rV,]e

‘ beck
A :_)i_;gurafely reproduced to bring out the pointott J
1 Sa, —Wdlmays glad to receive such extracts.

WhicET - W e are much obliged to you for '
n 1 «Hall be borne in mind, and made use , 1
W Venient opportunity.

- ' Kall.—Much obliged to you for your cuttings.

" YETEERLEM. - ight:  8ge ys, as early as possible,

. c‘%éﬁ ny bill %ﬁ@%ﬂ?@% are printing.

We ars Thanks for your interesting and encouraging letter
‘ends aVer® ..to hear thatdy°u a°d yeur little band
restOn ry Teterniined to uphold the Freethought flag a

%ﬁeare N %5, Peasant to know that those who meet at you

n0 ? reading Flowers o fFreethought together. MF, Footk

[

*tChinb~'7~°orry y°u have had so much trouble to get you
<j that €' *0r which you had paid, from 28 Stonecutter-street
The pr fj° attention whatever has been given to your letters
fee to [f "°uSht Publishing Company’s business manager wi
how y le matter, and you shall have satisfaction. Glad t

are good enough to call ou
°UrRcticl a“‘*ities and fearless writings,” and that you devou

A g e on Saturday night with your supper.

V\7bout Ji3rB3an'is P°r cuttings, etc. Don't distress yoursc
g e other matter.

J' Mcgi, !° MPS° N— @ee " Sugar Plums.”
J. B{]_LER!J- Thanks for cuttingy  Seeiparagragh.
St ' Alway® ™ &g to receive papers or cuttings.

2treet, jJp?R*'~The Freidenker is published at 468 East Wate:
t Is three d “au™ee>U.S.A. The subscription price for Eurof
|tpr. ars a year.

a
tilSreall ARD*—We are obliged to you for the informatioi
jh® Frcclh not a legacy at all.  Thanks for your kind offer ;

jto Inker and the Secular Society, Limited. We sha
wmi" d-
FIO~ , s:—" | recently purchased the second Series <

.b°uld h F* °f Freethought, and must say it is a work whii
i‘u la the library of every Freethinker. | hope win
Is Gopy ]ir,ﬁ"’\wn yeu il find time to issue a third Series
" otes 4 ¢ Jent has e\%!élntvy read the book ct-rrefuﬂg;
uT~in’s n uuaer i the article emtitled.:: Are.Atheists WicRed
gblishej eescent of Man is referred to as having just be
W Cn  thinf&?°’  This is wrong; the reference should ha
MES‘BIE;E °rr'sin ° f Species.
Wamo‘N \F \IXI'e have handed your complaint and order
i Who is attending to same.
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G. Cruddas.—The extract from Dr. Parker, which appeared in
the Freethinker of April |, was taken from that preacher’s
article in the Daily News of Saturday, March 24. Dr. Parker
sometimes writes signed articles in the “ Religious ” column of
the Saturday edition of that journal.

G. Anderson.—Thanks for calling our attention to it. We have
acted on your suggestion, and printed our new address con-
spicuously at the top of the first column on the ninth page.

A. B. Moss.—You have always our very best wishes.

Papers Received.—Truthseeker (New York)—Glasgow Herald
—Essex Weekly News—Secular Thought—Sydney Bulletin—
Progressive Thinker—Two Worlds—Liberator—Free Society—
Isle of Man Times—Blue Grass Blade—De Vrije Gedachte—
Ethical World—Der Ante Teufel—New Century—Bath Herald
—Public Opinion—People’s Newspaper—Torch of Reason—
Topeka Daily Capital—Freidenker.

T he National Secular Society's office is at 1 Stationers’ Hall Court,
Ludgate Hill, E.C., where all letters should be addressed to
Miss Vance.

It being contrary to Post-Office regulations to announce on the
wrapper when the subscription expires, subscribers will receive
the number in a colored wrapper when their subscription is
due.

The Freethinker will be forwarded direct from the publishing
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid :—One year,
10s. 6d.; halfyear, 5s. 3d.; three months, 2s. 8d.

Letters for the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to
1 Stationers’ Hall Court, Ludgate Hill, E.C.

Lecture Notices must reach 1 Stationers' Hall Court, Ludgate
Hill, E.C., by first post Tuesday, or they will not be inserted.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by
marking the passages to which they wish us to call attention.

Orders for literature should be sent to the Freethought Pub-
lishing Company, Limited, 1 Stationers’ Hall Court, Ludgate
Hill, E.C.

Scale of Advertisements:—Thirty words, is. 6d.; every suc-
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:—One inch,
4s. 6d.; halfcolumn, £1 2s. 6d.; column, £2 5s. Special terms
for repetitions.

Sugar Plums.

In spite of the sudden sultry weather, Mr. Foote had an
excellent audience at the Camberwell Secular Hall on Sunday
evening. Mr. Victor Roger occupied the chair, and made a
strong appeal in favor of the collection on behalf of the
Branch’s open-air propaganda. Mr. Foote also said a word
for the same object. We hope the collection was a good one,
for tkhe Branch is going ahead splendidly with its outdoor
work.

Mr. Foote delivers three lectures to-day (April 29) in the
Alexandra Hall, Islington-square, Liverpool. His subjects
should attract good audiences.

Colonel Ingersoll’s splendid “ Vision of W ar” is printed by
the United States War Department and hung up beside
Lincoln’'s famous Gettysburg address in the Soldiers’ Homes
and offices of the national cemeteries. So far so good. But
will it be believed that the name of Ingersoll is omitted ?
Evidently the American Government is ashamed of the name
of one of the greatest of American citizens, unless the omis-
sion of Ingersoll’'s name was dictated by the fear that an
“infidel " might get credit for his own performances.

We confess to having chuckled over Lord Roberts’s slating
of Sir Charles Warren. We saw that gentleman at the
Home Office, at the time of the Trafalgar Square row,
when he was the head of the London police. His manner
was extremely insolent, and our estimate of his ability was
that it was about on a level with his manners. No doubt he
was quite capable of defending Trafalgar Square against the
people of London, with the aid of several thousand police-
men armed with truncheons, and soma thousands of soldiers
to back them up if necessary. But fighting well-armed
Boers in the mountains around Ladysmith was quite another
matter. Sir Charles Warren seems to have played the fool
at Spion Kop, and not a very courageous fool either. Lord
Roberts practically says as much in his covering dispatch,
and the London Radicals, who have waited a long time, have
got their revenge at last.

Mr. W. B. Thompson, secretary, informs us that Mr. C.
Watts had a good audience and a hearty welcome at the
Secular Hall, New Brompton, on Sunday in spite of the
“ phenomenal  midsummer weather which made the
green fields so preferable to the inside of a hall.” Mr.
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Watts satisfied his auditors that a real scientist could not
be a real Christian, and his points were all warmly applauded.

This Sunday evening-, April 29, Mr. Watts lectures at the
Athenaeum Hall, 73 Tottenham Court-road. His subject
will be, “ Emancipation of Human Thought.”

Mr. Heaford lectured at the Athenaeum Hall on Sunday
evening. The weather was all against a large audience,
but those present were much pleased with Mr. Heaford’s
address. o

Mr. A. B. Moss had a parting shot at the Church at the
Easter Tuesday meeting of Camberwell Vestry. The South
London Press says : “ He opposed the election of Church-
wardens, in the first place, on the ground that in a few
months the new Council would have nothing to do with
the Church, and would dispense altogether with People’s
Wardens. Secondly, he did not see what use there was for
People’s Wardens. They were practically the servants of the
vicar. They could not initiate any reforms either in the
ritual or the doctrines of the Church. The Church was
essentially a conservative institution. It was intolerant of
all kinds of reform, either from within or without. But as
an institution it would have to modify itself in accordance
with modern thought and aspirations, or it would inevitably
perish. The wise words of warning of the late Dr. Mivart
were just as applicable to the Church of England—the Church
that professed to value intellectual liberty and the right of
private judgment, yet condemned as heretics all men who
exercised this right—as to any other section of the community.
In that vestry he had pleaded for reform in the Church—for
reform in its ritual and its teachings. He was aware that he
had only been as one crying in the wilderness, but he had
done his little best. He now left the Church in the hope that
itwould mend its ways, and, in the place of exploded fallacies,
would give the people the highest and best in science and
ethics.”

The National Secular Society’s Annual Conference, as
already announced, will be held in London on Whit-Sunday.
The Queen’s (Minor) Hall has been engaged for the evening
meeting. This is a very handsome room, though not as
large as some of the other places that were applied for in
vain. The Holborn Town Hall would have been very suit-
able, but it is no longer available on Sundays. The same
difficulty obtains in regard to St. Martin’s Town Hall,
Westminster.

Branches and members of the N. S. S. will please note that
notices of motion for the Conference Agenda must be sent in
so as to reach the Secretary (Miss Vance) not later than the
first post on Monday, May 14.

Miss Vance, by the way, is quite too busy just now, and
some of her duties are novel. Of course she will settle down
all right shortly. Meanwhile she must be excused if she is
not always as prompt as usual with her correspondence.

The People's Newspaper, which reaches us from Rock-
hampton, Queensland, and is edited by our old friend Wallace
Nelson, who will still be remembered by a good many Free-
thinkers in England, reproduces Mr. Foote's article on the
death of John Ruskin.

There is hope for Cuba yet. According to the New York
Sun, religion has seriously declined on the island during the
nineteenth century. *“ Especially during the last fifty years,”
the Sun says, “ have the services of the Church been widely
neglected, while Rationalism and Infidelity have spread
among the more educated classes.”

In his Reminiscences, which the Harpers published last
year, Justin McCarthy writes of Walt Whitman, whom he
met on one of his visits to this country. Among the critics
of Whitman, McCarthy says, it was an open question whether
he was the real thing or a humbug—whether a great self-
sustained poet choosing poverty rather than stifle his senti-
ments and peculiar style, or a mountebank putting on the
appearance of poverty and using his “ poetic” style as an
advertisement. But the first visit to his garret-room and the
first look into his honest eyes removed all of McCarthy’s
doubts as to his sincerity and, of course, as to his poverty.
Afterwards Whitman became a little better off, but his last
days were made comfortable only through the generosity of
Colonel Ingersoll, who not only gave him the proceeds of a
lecture, but helped him many times besides. Poetic or Whit-
manic prohibitionists will be shocked to learn it; but Walt
was a great lover of champagne, and it was one of the
pleasures Colonel Ingersoll allowed himself to send the old
man a case every now and then. Whitman and some of his
friends got a deal from the great-hearted man now gone that
the public never heard about. If all the men and women to
whom he extended a helping hand would step forward and
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testify, the records would make a library.— TruthseeUr(Ng#
York).

The Freethought Publishing Company, Limited, ISS wj],
settled down at 1 Stationers’ Hall Court, Ludgat ~
London, E.C. Orders for literature—books, pampWE
periodicals—will be punctually attended to. There isa ];L
an improvement in the business, which we hope to see Wori,,,
up to a much higher pitch during the next few mﬁtme
Arrangements are being made in this direction, and ann *.([E
ments concerning them will appear in an early nunme ~
country to do what they can to promote the circulation <%
journal. We are especially anxious to obtain the ad
of newsagents who will display a weekly contents-shee ¢

John Calvin and His God.

W here no one knows, each may guess, |N€0jogyj
the science of the unknown. It assumes its facu>i ~
works out its theories to correspond with then'l j{
science, the theory is subordinated to the lacs
theology, the fact is subordinated to the theory- s
science, the fact is sacred ; in theology, the

sacred. In science, belief is founded uponf c
experience, knowledge, and demonstration ; . e
logy, belief is founded upon fiction and fear. §ei'er§@

makes men free ; theology makes men pious
builds the school-house ; theology builds the v | g
Science is the savior of mankind ; theology is theri
nailing that savior to the cross. N

John Calvin was born in northern France in the "
1509. He was destined by his father for the lega wt
fession, and was educated with that end in vie'v'
an early age he exhibited extraordinary industH?”,
ability, and", while yet a student-at-law, had won 1 ~
nition for eminent learning and remarkable po'v
forcible and concise statement.

About this time the Protestants were being Pers™aiufl
and burned at the stake by Catholics in Paris.

of justification by faith, which was delivered as aSiLjviH
by a ministerial friend. Both the minister and L »
were compelled to flee from Paris, and the sermon (
publicly burned. He found temporary residence”
at one place and then at another, seeking alway »
seclusiou dear to the student, and part of the
hiding under an assumed name. . el
The spies of the Inquisition tracked him to Italy» s
hé\ 4% BoRipeilRd Rgmivoto fiee,  He et odf fBF "~
burg, near his native place, ©On the way he Pa
through the town of Geneva. He was there me*
implored to remain, by one of the old pastors.
refused on the ground that he was seeking repos?
an opportunity for study. Then said the old 11110
“ 1f you refuse to work for God with his Church, ¢

i

be upon your repose and curses be upon your s he
At that Calvin consented to remain, obeying,
afterwards said, “ the voice of God \o

Whilst in retirement he had written the book
as his Institutes of Theology—a book perhaps the »
famous that ever came from the hand and brain °*

At Geneva he set about at once to reorganises
Church and the Secular Council. Theoretically' jjs
two were independent of each other. One a
principles was complete independence of Churc
State. Practically the Secular Council was und jje
complete domination of the Ecclesiastical Council- m
extended ecclesiastical discipline to all citizens-
caused to be passed certain sumptuary laws, 0 jpg
them forbidding the use of cards in games, and d‘l* ,t
in any manner. He punished obstinacy by banisn . "

It is a matter of history that he did succeed in 11 fp
Geneva a wonderfully .moral place for that
was also a good deal of a politician. Finding ~jpg

time his party likely to be defeated in an apprclil cp0
election, he caused the rights of citizenship to b
ferred upon three hundred foreigners, all of whom
favorable to his cause. It was natural that opP° ,fj
should arise. After the space of three years hn>VWpCl
was defeated, and the new council passed an 0l
forbidding ministers of the gospel to meddle with p°
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munion at j}1’ 1le ministers refused to celebrate the com-
festivals aer Sunday, and to restore certain church
affirsbv h « , .Scalar Council met that condition of
“neva, butl*-f ~AMv*n and his coadjutor. He left
agairf IQvifei] a'ter an eb'stuneg of thiiee jemts be wae
his death n{"kto retnrn, and remained in Geneva until
The"\l\?l \‘; r _°ffifty-fiye, in the year 1564.
Opooks e | i - H¥e comipriced Bf fBUT gredl Hirdons,
them'IC. « nfi_an elaborate treatise upon one of
Sovereign » 1. p. i KHBWIRAYE 6Y God && B/eisr b
irist”. «p 5ar Knowledge of God as Redeemer in
Fruithere fnliCipation 'n t'le Grace °f Christ and the
pourch an(t9 ' tte external means or media being the
mt0 and .le sacraments, whereby God unites man
This svsp.UIS#’'111 *n the fellowship of Christ.
destination ""Vil8 <de. most rigid and remorseless pre-
°f the au *1 *ae entire scheme is based upon the idea
VI, it .te supremacy of the will of God. This
ad justb CLelaked> is not arbitrary, but most wise,
of Adain . 10%' Man is radically corrupt by the
guilt raad the human race in consequence bears
Tn °nly i,'! ‘mpotence of original sin. Redemption
ke beneptC acbieved by incarnation and propitiation,
b 8§yl - s °f this redemption can only be secured as
Jbis electin "lade a.participant through electing grace,
beeree, O¢ M grace is in accordance with certain eternal
race>the r °, ai?d 'weludes only a part of the human
Perditiou dresLt being left to perdition. Election and
$UW once' C b°th predestinated in the will of God. A
°Sa- Th ade a participant in this grace can never
lttesfs, = 2 Rental media, the Church and the sacra-
SHiad®s ™12, tdic visible signs and seals of the
0se.gnd tu v's*ble grace. Justification is by faith
| Sueh it 1~at.faith is thetgiftvgfGod.

meHfiites °yHjnes are the theories worked out.in the
?ave unity - , e ,Worii attained immediate fame. It
N Qrnatioila  tv'Sfr fbe scattered forces of the
Oupletelle 1. 1 Polemical astuteness and doctrinal
rif still ipSS. i< Has never been equalled.” It was,
LSsauited mains, logically irrefragable. It has been

assail fiu® str’°ngest and best thinkers. It has
aiu llled ~  logic and sentiment. It has been
*e, yej. .at* denounced by religionists and infidels

p~bodox I reina‘ns still the impregnable Gibraltar of
R2ry divin°Clrllle Upon it, as a foundation, rests
e||’S except'gj N'pinstendoni, the Methodists alone

r'f@ shortFUrpOSe op brief statement in discussion, a
.rred toer; Qutline-has been in use. This outline is
Mllits bein<ra§ tte bve points of Calvinism, the five
'Vlved inSk 6 most signal or conspicuous doctrines
0™ dle den -1G scTeme. These five so-called points
! nrp,fVL.9 °b the human race ; the sovereignty

j ffaace o R -~ation, effective calling, and the perse-
oftsn of sa*nts. There is evidently a misappre-
trrSnal si,/-2 meaning of the term “ original sin.”
remitted *U Calvin’s scheme, is not an inherited or
igitiul sinn'oral defect. It is not merely depravity.
Adam an ,1S-the d°etrine that everyone of us “ fell
~ arepOss smned with him.” As a matter of fact,
isdafe ni0 «»ed of inherited natures that are depraved ;
if rfie fo cia T mipotent—that is to say, while our will
4 a“*d neverf;Sf,the “ood>we have no power to choose
Ves; big' 91d and never can choose it if left to our-
W ?ant he-0,1? '113~s*u is the doctrine that in our great
br f’Gsin «aC’ In our federal head, in our representative
lop e the c0'Ve Fed fben and there ; we disobeyed and
'ha 6Sentati Venailt; of works which we ourselves in our
wj'2 [bad made with Almighty God, and by
wifnadkonri  © we committed we passed under the
W@ % sin e'nnati°ti of God. All men have a nature
°f the’9 nature which is guilt, but that is only

Eﬂ”t We i) COnsequences of our fall. This nature of
i ot trarsmitted t© owgdlves. We are at
vwwedlid 2 fetiator and the inheritor, so were we

fiaie Beethdamd transgression.
Miedlre>so tl 8 aS Interpreted by the Calvinists does not
leafuaild say, the condemnation of infants who
nser7" and D Were not elected. There have been
enil-%er Preachers who believed it was the lotrical
fop ] teOeq”f, t . better interpreters, that is the more
Ibis rast reh~- 1* lo say> the more civilised, that is
Ushio,, **?as, escape the logical consequence in
a*s faii* .Hhey say if the infant is involved in
WUhout actual participation, so also may
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he be involved in the benefits of Christ’'s atonement
without actual participation by faith. But while they
may thus save the infants from hell, yet they want it
distinctly understood that every babe rescued from per-
dition by this wonderful grace of God is rescued as a guilty
sinner, deserving an eternal hell; that that babe must
be washed in the blood of the Lamb ; that that babe
Christ died for as much as for the guiltiest, wickedest,
the most depraved of men. It seems to me that if men
are going to accept a system of logic they ought to
accept it, and not admit the heart. Sentiment has no
part to play in the doctrine of logic. There are
thousands of people, and | am one of them, who can-
not read the reasoning of Calvin and find any logical
means of saving infants from hell; but it would not be
fair to put upon another’s belief our own interpretation.
Let us give them credit for saying that “ hell is not
paved with infant skulls.”

The doctrine of effectual calling is the theory that
man, being not only guilty but morally impotent, and
having no power to accept salvation, is constrained to
do so by the grace of God. Although Christ died, and
the knowledge of his salvation was brought to the
attention of men, yet no man of all the earth could,
by any possibility, have accepted that salvation. There-
fore, it was necessary, in order to make the atonement
effectual for those who should be saved, to be effectually
called. The difference between effectual calling and
non-effectual calling is this: the gospel was to be
preached to all mankind ; it was to be declared to
every creature, but only the elect would accept it.
The calling that falls upon heedless ears, the call that
you hear, is the work of grace, but not the effectual
work, because you do not have the good fortune to be
numbered among the elect. When the call of the
gospel comes to the elect, their moral impotence, their
inability to accept, is overcome by the gracious work of
the spirit, who applies to them the efficacy of the atone-
ment. Yet in all this scheme free will is not interfered
with. No man is compelled to accept, no man is com-
pelled to resist, the gospel call. Reprobation passing
by a man and leaving him for perdition, and effectual
calling applying to another the efficacy of the atone-
ment, in no sense affect the free will. All the means
employed, all the agencies used with the reprobate
heart and the penitent heart—all these have been involved
originally in the decrees of him that predestined all in
such a manner, in such a wise and gracious manner, as
that man’s free will is in no sense constrained.

No man can understand the relation of the freedom of
the human will and the absolute supremacy of the divine
will.  The world has never yet produced a scholar
capable of adjusting those two wills and leaving one
free and the other sovereign and supreme. The
Calvinist, instructing the questioner, says that there
are difficulties connected with this question, but we
must accept and believe with childlike docility what
we are told, even though we cannot comprehend it. At
last the Calvinist falls back upon the fact that whatever
God does is wise and just and good, and when it passes
our comprehension there is no argument that he is not
wise and just and good. Our duty is to believe and be
saved ; the judge of all the earth cannot do wrong.

On that last statement | take my stand with the
Calvinist; the judge of all the earth cannot do wrong,
does not do wrong, never has done wrong. | will go a
little further and say that there are thousands of things
wc cannot understand ; but when the Calvinist proposes
a scheme which, by any standard of morals, justice, or
eternal right, makes the infinite a monster, a fiend, a
hideous thing, then | am prepared to deny the whole
scheme and relieve God of the miserable libel.

— Truthseeker (New York). J.
( To be concluded.J

E. Roberts.

Get your newsag-ent to take a few copies of the Freethinker
and try to sell them, guaranteeing to take the copies that remain
unsold. Take an extra copy (or more), and circulate it among
your acquaintances. Leave a copy of the Freethinker now and
then in the train, the car, or the omnibus. Display, or get dis-
played, one of our contents-sheets, which are of a convenient
size for the purpose. Miss Vance will send them on application.
Get your newsagent to exhibit the Freethinker in the window.
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Ludicrous Aspects of Immortality.

( Concludedfrom page 252.)

Some of the unexpected meetings in heaven will be
worth observing—that is, if personal identities and
distinguishing peculiarities are retained; and if they
are not, we are not ourselves, but fresh creations, like
barrels made from old bung-holes. The debtor and his
dun, the repentant wife and the pharisaic husband,
Saint Dyson and his Eliza, the penitent thief and the
detective officer, the saintly bankrupt and the ruined
widow (if sufferers from crime are occasionally per-
mitted to enter heaven as well as penitent criminals),
redeemed murderers and their victims, or the wives or
husbands or children of the victims—surely these will
cast strange looks at each other, and intercourse
between them will not be of the smoothest.

Jesus said to his Apostles: “ | appoint unto you a
kingdom....... that ye may eat and drink at my table in

my kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the twelve
tribes of Israel ™ (Luke xxii. 29, 30). And, after
instituting the Lord’s supper, he said : “ | will drink

no more of the fruit of the vine until that day that |
drink it new in the kingdom of God” (Mark xiv. 25;
and see also Luke xiv. 13). When the saints come
from the “ four corners ” of the globe and “ sit down in
the kingdom of God ” with Abraham and Isaac and
Jacob, who will serve out the “ angels’ food” to them,
and what will be the general arrangements for the
meals ? Who will do the menial work ? W ll the food
be so luscious and tempting that some will over-eat
themselves and require the doctor’s aid ? Or will the
heavenly stomachs be made of spiritual indiarubber, or
be artificial adjuncts like the bag Jack the Giant-Killer
had when he defeated the giant at swallowing porridge ?
Wi ill Solomon occasionally take a little too much of the
celestial wine, and talk so unbecomingly that the lady
saints will have to leave the table ? Will David in his
cups begin to dance a little too much in the nude, as he
did on earth? Waill Samson carry off the gates of
heaven after indulging in too much salmon at the Lord’s
midnight supper ? W.ill Jacob slily pocket the golden
spoons and nutcrackers? And will Judas—for he will
be in heaven according to Christ’s irrevocable promise
(Luke xxii. 26-30)—pop the silver articles into the bag
which he perhaps still carries ?

Jesus went to heaven bodily “ with flesh, bones, and

all things appertaining to the perfection of man’s
nature,” and “ there sitteth ” (Article 1V. of the Church
of England). Christians wuniversally believe in the

“ resurrection of the body ” (see the Apostles’ Creed,
for instance). Bodies imply bodily wants and bodily
functions, or else they have not the properties of bodies,
and are only sham bodies or ghosts of bodies. Will
the saints still be troubled with toothache and indiges-
tion, and will physicians still be needed ? How will
wings be affixed when there are no suitable muscles
and bony attachments for them ? What will cripples
and dwarfs and ugly people do with the undesirable
bodies which they take to heaven with them and still
have to inhabit? Turkish soldiers, it is well known,
have a special religious horror of mutilation, as they

think they will enter paradise maimed for ever. Will
God’s images in ebony still remain black, or will
negroes be bleached whether they like it or not? The

old veteran who left a leg in the Crimea and an arm in
India, and fingers and teeth and hair in other countries,
will see the scattered pieces disinterring themselves and
flying together from all parts of the world. Cannibals
who have devoured their ancestors, who in turn devoured
theirs, will surely have an awkward time of it when
they find themselves redistributed to build up the
originals.

Those Christians who say the redeemed have only
“ spiritual ” bodies contradict the Bible and the Church.
In denouncing Freethought ridicule of Christian notions
which they themselves abandon, but treat tenderly, they
justify laughter at the foolish pretensions <gf the State-
supported superstition. When Christian Churches reject
the belief in physical resurrection it will be time to
blame us for ridiculing a dead doctrine. But we shall
ask these spiritual Christians how angels think, or
move, or exist. Thinking without brains is as incon-
ceivable as walking without legs. And angels without
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thought, without rational faculties, without intellige
and without eyesight, or hearing, or feeling, or paS
are simply nonentities. They become mere fond 0 »
of the vaguest kind—dreams of beings more impos
than centaurs or basilisks.  Spiritual bodies are sol'
shadows made of a brightness that may be felt.

Do the redeemed wear “ spiritual” clothing™ .
it require “spiritual ” washing in “ spiritual
tubs ?>—for these necessities should follow the
necessity, if it is held a valid one. Our sense of de »
will not let us imagine the saints without rainie® >
our imaginaffens refuse te-pictureimmortst " &0
as faint idealised repetitions of the mortals we knoi(
hear of. To picture them without bodies or pty, $
adjuncts is to picture nothing—to utter words 'v
realisable meaning. NG

Of what description will the heavenly “waD .o
be which the saints are to inhabit? Waill the)l i(
exactly alike, so that there shall be no favorid”i;
contention ?  Will each “ mansion be a gy ¢
house, or will there be huge blocks like ‘ar ~
dwellings” ? W ill each family have a suite of j
or a house, as the case may be, of a size duy [
portioned to the number in family ? What K ~
furniture and fittings will there be? Will tn §
sacred harmoniums or hurdy-gurdies for the P"e
and sacred washing-machines for the kitchens, ~
the family robes can be washed white every wee pot*s
blood of the lamb ? Inquiries of this kind are
irrelevant as Christians would maintain. In im3y
a heaven, however spiritualised, they can only «A
known realities. Take away all the realis)'ld
there is nothing left. A thoroughly spirituals
de-materialised saint, or god, or paradise, is a 10 _
Christians must reverently keep their beliefs vag
unexamined. Inquiry is death to them. r\$

A very ludicrous picture could be drawn of  .IU0F
tian deity “ sitting ” everlastingly on an uncuS'W
golden throne, with the co-eternal Son on ks jjiS
hand,” and the pigeon-god on the left or side
honor—as if co-equal beings could be inferiorll rd
to the other, and as if bodily parts and relatioi 80
and down and right and left had any e
significance outside material considerationl§’
Christian could not see the joke. He is usualfy/
materialistic to perceive that even the flimsies {1
and gossamer spirits are but lumbering Du!S t » «
pared with the finer creations of poetic thou» ”\J.
imagination, which, again, are but subtle disll*
of vaporous pictures of refined substance and

A

”

puit

reality. _ ul,trf
Concerning some of these difficulties, the redo
Talmage says :(— n

“You say that ‘the human body changes everf’ej
years, and by seventy years of age a man
bodies ; in the resurrection which will come nP.”o *
say : ‘A man will die, and his body crumble )
dust, and that dust be taken up into the gi
vegetable ; an animal may eat the vegetable,. tj\t
the animal ; in the resurrection that body, distb,
so many directions, how shall it be gathered Up \;‘Q
you any more questions of this style to ask? ~
and ask them. | do not pretend to answer them- "#
back upon the announcement of God’s Word :
are in their graves shall come forth.””

Bombastes Christianoso shows us plainly » tOf
only way to retain belief in bodily resurrection, I*
reason on one side altogether, though we may & "4,
the same time, go through the form of challeO» t
mortal combat in proof of the superiority of
Talmage represents the spirits of the dead as  Ofij.
over battlefields and cemeteries awaiting “re ap.
body and soul.” But some particles have fofj
of many bodies; some, perhaps, even of S|
What a squabbling and a chattering therefir
amongst those hovering spirits in claiming a°d ~
ing for those cosmopolitan particles—those liter ~ i
af contention.
and sinners too, and will have to go both to % effin
to hell; but with God all things are possib™® p
driving out a tribe of mountaineers who bar i
possess iron chariots. P

What will be the occupations of the
Twenty-four hours a day of doing nothing '
intolerable. Kneeling and shouting, singing 3
playing, blowing trumpets, crying out ~

alipl

, T« spee
oeP>cted in
glorio,
*Pfthe lu
Ide Christ
~bywhi
«air into
«*yw,

th y see >n,

he Hanifej

my



L =gy

; intelligence
or pessiay
fond belief
¢ Impossible
are solidiSd
felt.
ung? Do
tual” wesh
w the ftst
se 0 fdeoencf
raiment,w
man ecgt
we knowo'
or physicd
orcls witho®

iw,,

1d

|
is»s
DH

res eVeI’\a%)

an basrt!
une Up;> 1

the '""eV i
til:lble, >S«>
, distribuai

r theni- n/
ord :

29> 1900.

?lden ~°Wh 'n company with the four beasts, casting
Waino- Crojvns upon a glassy sea, sitting on thrones,

menti€&  ms! and the other pantomimic occupations
edliy rL'ly A inspired writers, are usually of an intrinsi-
Woud ' °Isb and unsatisfactory nature. Most people

depict)?en tired of such tedious tomfoolery as is
asJlLiea in the Bible, and would welcome a day’s work
ft glorious relief.

, the ludicrous aspects of belief in immortality out-
ha'S ,pbr'stian doctrine, such as the idea of the tuft 0l
th?r by.which the angels lift true Mohammedans through
U, dr into paradise, a long description might be given,
ol they Would not come home to Christians, who would
th y see_in such caricatures of true religion a proof o

manifest superiority of their own set of absurdities.
W. P. Ball.

Correspondence.

my objectionable religion.

Sir TO THE EDITOR OF TIIE FREETHINKER.
"

ILdired . Ossibly the Spring-cleaning season makes men
tirelast 0 assault their dearest friends. It was about this
yYUr cor year that Mr. Thurlow tried and condemned me in
termssnMISp° ! cence c’lumns for the offence of usingorthodox
“yan. wh'iaS IsouM “rdigrion,” etc. And now Mr. Frederick
Jeserve a'u assuring me that | am a very good fellow, and
tee suf,;e .tetter fate, suggests that my literary quibbles on
reaced an'1 °P I™igion will lose me “ the respect of clear-
Does pfai“i't"thinking people on all sides.”
Ssesv  M*yan seriously object to using old words in new
grersi If 88, he had better Indict human language in
fh a jPre we to have a cemetery for obsolete words,
Phrases? °rffal burial-service pronounced over deceased
Yorcs, -pil atn unable to take this mechanical view of
IndividUsj-p6re are some great words which, like human
. 1630 afe continually changing their significance
iin°ralitv »'<?nd.Yet reta'm their identity. Such words are
f raboliv JHst'cex “religion,” and the like. To propose
the M;n 10t?,!s hke protesting against the irregular outline
~lchall KX Way- .
i”rd forea”*e Mr. Ryan to supply a better and more expressive
1teligiou >certain class of human facts than “ religion ” or
I have had an ample experience of Christians
gteght I finj ers' Amongst the professors of both forms of
Insistent ZL ;wo distinct types recur—the one is the loyal,
'different 118 ‘I-purposed, gentlemanly type ; the other is the
o6 °f cou Care'ess, loose-purposed, caddish type. There
. charactrS6' many %rades between these leading varieties
oteeing, ?2r' Now, if | want to describe, briefly and con-
P Mavonar 1 noPder of these types—as embodied, let us say,
Utete, n °la: Milton, and Mazzini on the Theistic side ; or
u*"YV n“WIn>and Huxley on the non-Theistic side—I
f@ Igiougl» method than to say these men had the
2 Ut Mr pSPr'L - Tell me a finer word, and | will use it.
«ell, I g'-,yan will say that this is jugglery and quibbling.
| ind@dmitthat a man may juggle with the word
H‘erPeoples c,as ne may with any other word. | leave
xnjy use Of° de’end themselves, but, as Mr. Ryan objects
u o — the word “ religion,” | have this answer to
tm"te? awa n°r *n dle llabit of chalking the word up and
me that fey'y * en'lpla}/ it.in.such a context, and in such a
< thin@t‘f clle best o my belief) nobody supposes | mean
T or faitC?Pt honorable temper, or ethical straightforward-
minute  mess to an ideal of a purely human character.
entire pectj°n of the world which knows me knows me
! ﬁ@gloaa”Stor Humanist & complete disbeliever
Cyeeth a Igjechor wif all forms of Theisim or
Way fr* 1 will (i0 penance by crawling on all-fours all
i"téﬁteH]igent Leicester to Mr. Ryan'’s door if he will produce
a®™ap .Mhn who has read my writings and concluded
1 ,—raTlvg®i. Bishops do notinvite me to tea,
, les give me no smiles, as they assuredly would
i-M .discover in me an “ infidel ” who masqueraded in
cann att‘re-
r te'oLu helP thinking that there may be superstition in
>enibl ue of a word as well as in the use of it. We al
ofv 1  the ancient Jews feared to utter the sacied
kind ,ahveh. Mr. Ryan shrinks from calling an honest
even bfarted Atheist “ religious.” | feel a little puzzled,
t atohV arn}e<), at this intellectual attitude. Is the God-
vt’l'chet oOns'dered a sort of leprosy which taints everything
APuisMp .Are all the words onceassociated with church-
v.”eistn ' nd. Theistic aspiration to be forbidden. Does
¥Its?lo/é:‘s %LgL{I_rr%th_at we break entirely with, the language, as,

‘ts A Cal anark-ds’ of tlle Past _ | Will adopt no such anti-

aetop Ugbta] wism-  As A son of tie past, and inReritar ef

are t’  hke to retain those cherished words which

v'teoIoB."tencerest ideals of my fathers, and which yet
eally free from Godism!.

F. J. Gould.
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“MR. AKED AND VOLTAIRE.”

TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.”

Sir,—Apropos of your notes in last week’s issue, com-
menting on Mr. Aked claiming Voltaire as a Christian,
may | be allowed to point out the kind of Christian Mr.
Aked is? He is the minister of Pembroke Baptist Chapel,
Liverpool, and is, without a doubt, the most outspoken man
in any puipit in the world. He calls himself a Christian, but
there is not a single dogma of orthodox Christianity that he
believes in.  He created a great sensation a few years ago by
giving two Sunday evening lectures on “ Eternal Punishment.”

In those two lectures he denounced the dogma of hell with
an energy of an Ingersoll or a Bradlaugh. Christendom was
shocked, indeed, as he declared he would not own such a
God for his slave as the God of the orthodox hell.

Later he published a book entitled Changing Creeds and
Social Struggles. In that book he repudiates the Trinity, he
pulls the Bible all to pieces, he resets the dogma of Atone-
ment, and in a chapter ingeniously entitled “ The Limitations
of our Lord’s Knowledge ” charges Jesus Christ himself with
ignorance. Only last week, at Dewsbury, before a gathering
of Sunday-school teachers, he created consternation by attack-
ing the Bible right and left, called the Book of Esther an
atrociously bad book, poured ridicule on Jonah and the
Whale, and generally dropped a regular bombshell in the
orthodox camp. It is not surprising that a man like this
should call Voltaire a Christian. He will claim Bradlaugh
and Ingersoll next, | am certain. Fortunately Mr. Foote is
alive, or he would annex him. That such a man should stay
in the Christian camp at all is a profound mystery.

He is no Christian. Unitarianism or Theism is his proper
home ; and Theism leads to Freethought. | know that
no one would deny this more vigorously than Mr. Aked him-
self, but it is true nevertheless. A. E. Elderkin.

Predestination.

By the hoof of the wild goat uptossed,
From the cliff where she lay in the sun,
Fell the stone
To the tarn where the daylight is lost;
So she fell from the light of the sun
And alone.

Now the fall was ordained from the first,
With the goat and the cliffand the tarn,
But the stone
Knows only her life is accurst
As she sinks in the depth of the tarn,
And alone.

O thou who hast builded the world !
O thou who hast lighted the sun !
O thou who hast darkened the tarn 1
Judge thou
The sin of the stone that was hurled
By the goat from the light of the sun
As she sinks in the mire of the tarn,
Even now, even now, even now 1

—Rudyard Kipling.

“ Bruddren and sistahs,” sternly said old Parson Woolimon,
after the collection had been taken up on a recent Sabbath
morning, “ before de hat was done parsed | expounded de
request dat de congregation contribute accawdin’ to deir
means, and | sho expectorated dat yo’ all would chip in
magnanimously. But now, upon examinin’ de collection, |
finds dat de concocted amount contributed by de whole entire
posse ob yo' am only de significant and pusillanimous sum of
sixty-free cents. And at dis junction dar ain’t no 'casion for
yo' all to look at Brudder Slewfoot, what done circumambu-
lated de hat around, in no such auspicious manner ; fo’, in
de fust place, Brudder Slewfoot ain't dat kind of a man ;
and, in de second place, | done watched him like a hawk all
de time muhself. No, sixty-free cents was all dat was flung
in; and | dess wants to say dat, in my humble opinion,
instead ob contributin’ accawdin’ to yo' means, yo' all con-
tributed accawdin’ to yo’ meanness. De choir will now
favor us wid deir reg’lar melodiousness.”—Harper's Bazaar.

In Cripple Creek a sturdy miner drove up to the minister’s
house with ayoungwoman, to whom he desired to be married.
When the ceremony was concluded, and the minister’s fee came
up, the happy man discovered that he had left his money in his
other trousers. “ What's your usual fee ?” he asked. “ Some-
times we get two dollars, sometimes five dollars,” said the
parson. “Then ther ain't no usual about it,” decided the
happy man, quickly adding: “Tell ye what I'll do, mister;
I'll gamble with yer. I'll wait a year, an’ if this pans out
O K I'll give ye ten dollars, an’ifitdoan't ----- " Hesmiled.—
San Francisco Wave.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

[Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us byfirst post on Tuesday,

and be marked " Lecture Notice,” if not sent on post-card. ]

LONDON.

Tun Atheneum Hall (73 Tottenham Court-road, W .): 7.30,

Charles Watts, “ Emancipation of Human Thought.”

Camberwell (North Camberwell Hall, 61 New Church-road):

7.30, J. M. Robertson, “ The Jesus Myth.”

Kingsland (Ridley-road) : 12, Meeting at the Bradlaugh Club

to make final arrangements for open-air propaganda.

South London Ethical Society (Masonic Hall, Camberwell
New-road): 7, Dr. Washington Sullivan, “ The Ethical Value of

Empire.”

Open-air Propaganda.

Station-road (Camberwell): 11.30, F. A. Davies,” Bradlaugh-

ism.”

Brockwell Park : 3.15, F. A. Davies, "Why we Reject

Christianity.”
Peckham Rye : 3.15, R. P. Edwards.
Battersea Park Gates: 11.30, H. Hunter.
Edmonton (corner of Angel-road): 7, A lecture.
Mile End Waste :
Eternity ?”
West Ham Branch (Stratford Grove): 7.30, E. Leggatt.
Hyde Park (near Marble Arch) : 11.30, A lecture.
Victoria Park (near the Fountain): 3.13, Mr. Heaford.

COUNTRY

Birmingham Branch (Prince of Wales Assembly Rooms):
At 11

H. Percy Ward—7, “ The Coming School Board Fight.”
(in the Bull Ring), "Can we Follow Jesus?”

Cardiff (Swiss Hall, Queen-street): C. Cohen—I1,
Benefits of Unbelief"; 3, “ Darwin, Darwinism,
tianity 7, “ Is there a God ?”

Chatham Secular Society (Queen's-road, New Brompton):
2.45, Sunday School : 7, Harry Hunter, “Who are the Christians?”
Glasgow (Nno Brunswick-street): 12, Discussion Class—D.

Black ; 6.30, A. M'Gregor, " The Happy Land."

Liverpool (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square): G. W. Foote—
11, “ Blessed be ye Poor ”; 3, “ The Lord of Hosts and the Prince

of Peace 7, “ Is Dr. Mivart in Hell ?"
Manchester Secular

7, L. Small, B.Sc., “ Latter-day Christianity.”

Nfwcasile-on-Tyne (i Grainger-street): 3, Members' Meeting.
Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockingham-

street): 7, Lecture or reading—see Saturday's local papers.

South Shields (Captain Duncan’s Navigation Schools, Market-

place) : 7, A reading.

Lecturers’ Engagements.

C. Cohen, 17 Osborne-road, High-road, Leyton.—April 29,
May G m., Ridley-road, Dalston ; a., Victoria Park ;e.,
13, m., Clerkenwell Green ; a., Finsbury Park ; e.
West Ham. 20, m., Mile End ; a., Victoria Park ; e., West Ham.

Cardiff.
West Ham.

Arthur B. Moss, 44 Credon-road, London, S.E.—May 6, m.,
13, a., Peckham Rye; e,
24, m., Camberwell,

Camberwell; a., Brockwell Park.
Brockwell Park.
a., Peckham Rye.

June 17, e., Stratford.

H. Percy Ward, 2 Leamington-place, George-street, Balsall
Heath, Birmingham.—April 29, Birmingham. May 20, Birming-
ham. 27, Northampton. June 10, Birmingham. 17, Northampton.

July 1, Birmingham. 15, Northampton. 22, Birmingham.

F. A. Davies, 65 Lion-street, S.E.—April 29, m., Camberwell;
a., Brockwell Park. May 6, m., Clerkenwell Green ; a., Finsbury
20, a., Peckham

Park. 13, m., Hyde Park; e.,
Rye; e., Brockwell Park.

Kilburn.
27, m., Westminster.

POSITIVISM.

“Reorganisation, without god or king, by the systematic

worship of Humanity.”

Information and publications on the Religion of Humanity
may be obtained free on application to the Church of

Humanity, Newcastle-on-Tyne.
Price 3d., by post 4d.

The Secular Almanack for
Edited by G. W. FOOTE.

London : The Freethought Publishing Company, Limited,

i Stationers' Hall Court, E.C.

ANTED a General Servant. Two in Family.

road, Putney, London, S.W,

11.30, S. E. Easton, “Where will you Spend

“The
and Chris-

Halt (Rusholme-road, All Saints):

Aprii- 29,
FLOWERS OF FREETHOUGHI

G. w. Foote.

First Series (cloth), 2s. 6d.

Contents  Old Nick—Fire !1 I—Sky Pilots—Devil D008
Fighting Spooks—Damned Sinners—Where is ”e”?'_StSanFI)e<"
and Hell—Is Spurgeon in Heaven ?—God in Japan- - y"

Providence—Gone to God—Thank God—Judgment yf
Shelley’s Atheism—Long Faces—Onr Father—Wait T
Die—Dead Theology—Mr. Gladstone on Devils—Huxley * »
take—The Gospel of Freethought—On Ridicule—Who &g
Blasphemers?—Christianity and Common Sense—The
Hosts—Consecrating the Colors—Christmas in Holloway
Who Killed Christ?—Did Jesus Ascend?—The Rising
Paul's Veracity—No Faith with Heretics—The Logic of
tion—Luther and the Devil—Bible English—Living by *
Victor Hugo—Desecrating a Church—Walt Whitman

and the Bible—Christ’s Old Coat—Christ’s Coat, Number
Scotched, Not Slain—God-Making—God and the We8 »
Miracles—A Real Miracle—lesus on Women—Paul on Vo
Mother’s Religion.

Second Series (cloth), 2s. 6d.

Contents :—Luscious Piety—The Jewish Sabbath- -God'
—Professor Stokes on Immortality—Paul Bert- ConvC
Corpse—Bradlaugh’s Ghost—Christ and Brotherhood _Tho A
of God—Melchizedek—S'w'elp me God—Infidel Home5"
Atheists Cruel ?7—Are Atheists Wicked ?—Rain Doctorb
Puerilities—*“ Thus saith the Lord”—Believe or be jip
Christian Charity—Religion and Money—Clotted Bo5p#
Bacon on Atheism—Christianity and Slavery—Christ Up
—Secularism and Christianity—Altar and Throne—Mai ff
—The Praise of Folly—A Lost Soul—Happy in Hell—The
God—Keir Hardie on Christ—Blessed be ye Poor—
Infidels—Mrs. Booth's Ghost—Talmage on the Bibe
Besant on Death and After—The Poets and Liberal ao
Christianity and Labor—Duelling—An Easter Egg for. i43§jo§é<
—Down among the Dead Men—Smirching a Hero—**
and Jesus Christ—lehovah the Ripper—The Parson5
Wage—Did Bradlaugh Backslide? — Frederic H11ll--;:1
Atheism—Save the Bible !—Forgive and Forget—The
Bethlehem—The Great Ghost—Atheism and the French J
tion—Piggottism—Jesus at the Derby -Atheist Murd«re
Religion for Eunuchs—Rose-Water Religion o

i te
London : The Freethaught Publishing Company” Lim
1 Stationers' Hall Court, E.C.

iri
€8

Works by the late R. G. Ingers”

T iie House of Death. What is Religion? ?

1900

Wages
;10 per annum.—Apply, Mrs. Kernot, 50 Charlwood-

Funeral Orations and Ad- Is Suicide a Sin? Zz*

dresses. is. Last Words on Su,cil) “j.
Mistakes of Moses, is. God and the Sta'U'r ¢
Tiie Devil, fid. Why am | AN
Superstition, fid. Part 1. 2d. AanP®
Defence of Freethought. Why am | AN g

A Five Hours’ Speech at the Part Il. 2d. Rep!)

Trial of C. B. Reynolds for Faith and Fact. =

Blasphemy, fid. Dr. Field. 2d. J(tr

Shakespeare, fid.

The Gods. fid.

The Holy Bible, fid.

Reply to Gladstone. With
an Introduction by G. W.
Foote. 4d.

Rome or Reason? A Reply
to Cardinal Manning. 4d.
Crimes against Criminals.

3d-
Oration on Walt W hitman.
3d-
Oration on Voltaire. 3d.
Abraiiam Lincoln. 3d.
Paine the Pioneer. 2d.
Humanity’s Debt to T homas
Paine. 2d.
Ernest Renan and
Christ. 2d.
T hree Philanthropists. 2d.
Love the Redeemer. 2d.

Jesus

God and Man. Scf0
to Dr. Field. 2d. a
The Dying Creed
The Limits of |
A Discussion " Ilj'pov-"
F. D. Coudert an
Woodford. 2d. h 3
Household of Fal 2,
Art and Morality- »

Do | Bilaspheme ¢ i

Social Salvation- .
Marriage and Dp’l
Skulls. 2d. -
Tiie Great Mista
Live T opics. i

Myth and Miracl
Real Blasphemy- i
Repairing the ,
Christ and MiRAC’ NI-1
Creeds and Sri*

id. irjitd

London : The Freethought Publishing Company’
i Stationers’ Hall Court, E.C.
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In stout paper covers, is.; cloth, 2s.

1 the Light of the Higher Criticism.

" Special Referenceto Dean Farrar’'s New Apology.

By G w. FOOTE.

Séer/'\ee” Jr'~"Introduction—The Bible Canon—The Bible and
Miracles and Witchcraft— The Bible and Frce-
Morals and Manners—Political and Social Progress

ChurMratlon—" Ic Testimony of Jesus—The Bible and the
¢ °fEngland—AnOriental Book—Fictitious Supremacy.

ﬁntlg h.t-

“gjj

sP*\hwidirea<i w*th great pleasure your Booh of God. You have

"on, 1 1PCjfect clearness the absurdity of Dean Farrar's posi-

“eCNie jt I'gratulate you on your book. It will tlo great good,

“eautv " ISn'lcd with the best of sense expressed with force and
«*' ~Cl R-G. Ingersoll.

°fevery'p*0We strongly recommend......Ought to be inthe hands
M ¢ rnost and sincere inquirer.”—Reynolds’'s Newspaper.

mL"frairrr'p():‘t-z ta'ces the Dean’s eloquence to pieces, and grinds
“yameso y '° powder. Ilis style, as a whole, is characterised
"“me honesty and clearness.”—Ethical World.

no7sls ant zgng)(g\i}rehegnced Yr% s‘a@r%ia@sarlﬁ and vivacious........Keen
stnovels.”—1 iterary GUIdE’ More interesting than

,%@:@%'E a(ggo_d H".F!E‘?r—as good as there is anywhere.
sul

(0 & an, exce'lent literary style, and what he has to say
Qi«ci ®ot is sure to be interesting and improving. Ilis
"nleh it "can Farrar’s answers fully justifies the purpose for

as 'vr'tten.”—Truthsceker (New York).

d°n i1 The Freethought Publishing Company, Limited,
1 Stationers' Hall Court, E.C.

N . BEST BOOK
]W N NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, | BELIEVE,
1Mbrality, Or the theory and practice
C(F neo-malthusianism.

VJ*R*IIOLMES. M.M.L.,, M.V.S.,, M.N.S.S.

' 7TI'* portrait and autograph, bound in cloth, gilt lettered.
li Price is., post free.

6/>a ,

""Portantv' “"f°rmation within the reach of the poor, the
S KS* *1 n
y Copies of the pamphlet for

V kot S
7 pvai lice.

parr.inn , T afner of September 4, 1892, says: “ Mr.
In~alhusia ... . an almost unexceptional statement of the
Oral feelin~ tle°ry and practice.....and throughout appeals
iul.Ae0-M.1*uN'1— The special value of Mr. Helrmes' serviee to
Bh *Is Com an eause and te Auman well-being generally is
Cﬂangmﬁfn ’ﬂuhl§ pamphlet 6f a pﬁam statement ef the
,ﬁBahs’HW@ATS@!E'!{ for faénily Iimibati&)iri]d\'/\é_ifh a ﬂg]é‘l'ﬁ'é'cl'lc'éﬁﬁ't
Tj t (in t ¢dn e aecure n_offer to all con-
ﬁ{tkg?o,;g Ka&' Qﬁgg at the lowest po§sib‘|e prices.”
1N't, and Ci "le Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr.
Er e'fade ° Ulerli>have also spoken of it in very high terms.

' 0//;e, SUPP'ied by R. Foriier, 2S Stonecutter-street, London,
J .- orders should be sent to the author,

MOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAGE. BERKS.

Thwaites’ Liver Pills.

vich, Family Medicine in the\WgFld- w ill cure Liver,
eV and all Stomach Diseases effectually. »

¢V -H eart Troubles and Cardiac Complaint™

C ? tS An*™ g, etc. IS. t/ad. and 2s. gd. P «
' 40r 33stamps. Directions with each box.

TRV IAPI'ES. Herbalist, Stockton-on-Tees.

HNt0f4 th r . .
r ~ Qtle's nentist, 33s Strand (opposite Somerset
woPlete - gTH on VULCANITE, 2s. 6d. each; upper or

chi”ho, nf°ur hiISt Quality, 4s. each; upper or lower, £2.
st rSes Urs- If lours when' required; repairing or alterations
*Ppinj Teeth 'ay more than the above, they are fancy
1,s-6d, . 0P'atinum, 7s. 6d. each ; on 18 ct. gold, 15s.;

' ex'raction, is. ; painless by gas, 5s.
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Freethought Works.

Reminiscences of Charles BradlaugTi. By G. w. Foote.
Written directly after Bradlaugh's death, and containing
personal anecdotes and characteristics not to be found else-
where. Necessary’ to those who want to know the real
Bradlaugh.

The Shadow Of the Sword. A Moral and Statistical Essay on
War. By G. W. Foote. Christian papers have called it
“ powerful ” and “ masterly.” 2d

Bible Romances. By G. W. Foote. New Edition, revised and
largely re-written. (1) The Creation Story', 2d.; (2) Eve and
the Apple, id. ; (3) Cain and Abel, id. ; (4) Noah’s Flood, 2d. ;
(5) The Tower of Babel, ul. ; (6) Lot's Wife, id. ; (f) The Ten
Plagues, id. ; (8) The Wandering Jews, id. ; (9) Balaam'’s Ass.
id. ; (10) God. in a Box, id. ; (I11) Jonah and the Whale, id. ;
(12) Bible Animals, id. ; (13) A Virgin Mother, 2d. ; (14) The
Resurrection, 2d.; (15) The Crucifixion, id.; (16) St. John’s
Nightmare, id.

Royal Paupers. Showing what Royalty does for the People,
and what the People do for Royalty. By' G. W. Foote. 2d.
Open Letters to Jesus Christ. By G. w. Foote. Racy as

well as Argumentative. Something Unique, qd.

Philosophy of Secularism. By G. W. Foote. 3d.

The Bible God. A Scathing Criticism. By G. W. Foote. 2d.

Pagan Mythology; or, the Wisdom of the Ancients. By-
Lord Bacon, is.
Church - of England Catechism Examined. A Masterly-

Work, which narrowly- escaped prosecution. By- Jeremy
Bentham. is.

Utilitarianism. By Jeremy Bentham. 3d.

Free Will and Necessity. By Anthony Collins. Reprinted

from 1713 edition, with Biography of Collins by J. M. Wheeler,
and Preface and Annotations by G. W. Foote. Huxley- says
that “ Collins writes with wonderful power and closeness of
reasoning.” is. ; superior edition, on superfine paper, cloth, 2s.

The Code Of Nature. By Diderot and D’Holbach. 2d.

The Essence of Religion. God the Image of Man, Man's
Dependence upon Nature the Last and Only Source of Religion.
By Ludwig Feuerbach. “ No one has demonstrated and
explained the purely human origin of the idea of God better
than Ludwig Feuerbach.”—Buchner, is.

Crimes Of Christianity. By G. W. Foote and J. M. Wheeler.
Hundreds of exact references to Standard Authors. An un-
answerable Indictment of Christianity. Vol. L, cloth gilt,
216 pp., 2s. 6d.

The Jewish Life OfChrist. Being the Scphcr ToldothJes/iu, or
Book of the Generation of Jesus. Edited, with an Historical
Preface and Voluminous Notes, by- G. W. Foote and J. M.
Wheeler. 6d.; superior edition, superfine paper, cloth, is.

The Mortality Of the Soul. By David Hume. Not included
in ordinary- editions of Hume's Essays. 2d.

Liberty and Necessity. By David Hume. 4d.

Essays in Rationalism. By Charles Robert Newman, the
Atheist brother of the late Cardinal Newman. With a Preface
by- G. J. Holyoake, and Biography by J. M. Wheeler, is. 6d.

The Rights Oof Man. By Thomas Paine. With a Political Bio-
graphy- by-J. M. Wheeler, is. ; cloth edition, 2s.

Satires and Profanities. By James Thomson (B.V.).
clever as they are often profane.”—Christian World, is.

A Refutation Of Deism. By Shelley. Really- a Defence of
Atheism, qd.

Miscellaneous Theological Works. By Thomas Paine. All
his writings on Religion except the Age of Reason, is.

Theism or Atheism. Public Debate between G. W. Foote and
tile Rev. W. T. Lee. Verbatim Report, revised by- both Dis-
putants. Well printed and neatly bound, is.

Bible and Beer. By G. W. Foote. Showing the Absurdity of
basing Teetotalism on the Christian Scriptures. Careful,
thorough, and accurate. Freethinkers should keep this pam-
phlet by them. A4d.

The Coming Civilisation. By Colonel Ingersoll. An Address
delivered in the Columbia Theatre, Chicago, Sunday, April 12,
1896, to a vast meeting of Members and Friends of the “ Church
Militant.”  3d.

The Foundations Of Faith.
The OIld Testament—The
Trinity—The Theological
Conclusion. 3d.

London : The Freethought Publishing Company, Limited,
1 Stationers' Hall Court, E.C.

“ Ag

By Colonel Ingcrsoll. Contents :
New Testament—Jlehovah—The
Christ—The “ Scheme”—Belief-

New York Life Insurance Company,
TRAFALGAR SQUARE, LONDON, W.C.

Mr. Charles Watts, having- been officially appointed as repre-
sentative of the above Company, will be pleased to effect a Life
Insurance for Freethinkers who may desire it.

Premiums are exceedingly moderate, and all Policies are incon-
testable from date of issue.

Mr. Watts can thoroughly recommend tins Company, as its
Policies cover good and safe Investments, and a person can
secure both Insurance and Money at Moderate Interest for about
the same price as is usually paid for insurance alone.

For full particulars send to Charles Watts, 24 Carminia-
road, Balham, London, S.W.
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PRICE FOURPENCE.

REPLY TO GLADSTONE

By COLONEL INGERSOLL.

A New Edition. Handsomely Printed.
»OL,
This is one of Ingersoll’s masterpieces. The encounter with Gladstone drew forth all his powers. In logic* e
illustration, and controversial dexterity, this pamphlet is almost, if not quite, unrivalled. It also contains s~
passages of superb poetry. Freethinkers should read it frequently. It will furnish them with hints and P* f
in their friendly discussions with Christians. They should likewise lend it to their orthodox friends when
they have an opportunity. At the
LONDON : THE FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING COMPANY, LIMITED, P
1 Stationers’ Hall Court, E.C. °f the’
feach a
p?unds,

Ingersoll’'s Last Lecture. NOW READY.

“WHAT ISIELIGION?” A New Edition

OF

: ; e bn" $§°<

A ociation, at Boston, June. 2, 1896, " INGERSOLL'S o
Freethinkers should keep a copy of this Lecture always by “ M ISTAKES OF MOSES E_kgssa
Feliglon. 1t shows him to have been 3 - rank Atheiet » o the S
\';2:3';?& Moreover, it is a summary of his life's teaching, Handsomely printed on good paper and bound in stiff paper alisr
and embalms his ripest thought. Price One Shilling. eEdIanﬁ
PRICE TWOPENCE. : and

London : The Freethought Publishing Company, Limited, Also an Edition de Luxe Dbe

1 Stationers’ Hall Court, E.C. Printed on Superfine Paper and Elegantly Bound in Cloth- aPPeal

Price Half-a-Crown. |s tri

e

TWO SPEClAL LlNES ; . Mdenth
London : The Freet_hought Publishing Company. Lim>te< i roar

1 Stationers’ Hall Court, E.C.

16 «hin
: - H*E
THAT CANNOT BE BEATEN. Price One Shilling. é
e
Men’s Lounge Suits in two Qualities. ' Sratior
215, and 255, per Suit THE HOUSE OF DEATH e
' ! ' Being Funeral Orations, Addresses, etce ﬁbgﬁrrhle
Black, Navy Brown, Fawn, or Grey. All in hard By COLONEL INGERSOLL. ' S 2
wearing Cloths and the very latest Shades. Beautifully Printed on Fine Thick Paper and Handsomely »».tu’
Size | 2 3 4 S 6 7 Contents:—Speech at Walt Whitman’s Burial----- S t
Henry Ward Beecher—Tribute toCourtlandt Palmer"
Breast to Roscoe Conklin—In Memory of Abraham Lincoln  ~ \\y
over vest 3» 32 34 36 38 40 42 to Elizur Wright—Address at Horace Seaver’'s Grave jjs
Mary H. Fiske—Tribute to Richard H. W hiting""
Whiting Knowles—At the Grave of Benjamin W. *\{\if L Perpay

Ceﬁ{‘ﬁg"f,fffa@k 3°A 31 3S  3»A 32 32A 33  Tribute to Rev. Alexahder Clark—Death of John G-
At the Grave of Ebon C. Ingersoll—Death of Thonya® so
Death of Voltaire—At the Tomb_of Napoleon—, jfe "Peal n C
38 40  the A¥erican War—At @ cA#d'e trauaL ¥ b, 17! "sdg et

Waist %
Death—Death of the Aged—If Death Ends All

over trousers 29 A V>A 32 34

Length o , London : The Freethought Publishing Company, L|n1* a
inside leg 3 27/ 30A 31 3 3»K  30A i Stationers’ Hall Court, E.C. .
If you want an inexpensive Suit, the above are two In gerso II's Great Lecture*
lines that | strongly recommend to all my
friends, prices having been cut down to the T H E D E V |1 L
very lowest point. \
Y P .  the
Price 6d. post free. ~eiiitanc
Special line in Costume Cloths. Two full Costume _ Sh v-
Lengths for 21s. carriage paid. Or a Costume made London : The Freethought Publishing Company, hiot *' :\\eS’L‘J’/\\ati)E
to measure for 21s. This is worth your attention. i Stationers’ Hall Court, E.C. ar~"a
fowellgdelu:
t
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