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unification of mankind. The conquests of science, the
achievements of art, and the general advance of civilisa-
tion, will all be splendidly illustrated. Above all,
perhaps, there will be the tremendous gain of bringing so
many myriads of people together from every continent,
and from the far-off isles of the sea, to rub shoulders
with each other, to become more or less mutually
acquainted, and to learn how our common humanity
transcends the separating lines of governments and
nationalities, and even the graver divisions of speech,
faith, and custom. This is the process which is slowly,
but surely, preparing the way for the great future,
when the world will (in one sense) be every man’s
country, and to do good will be every man’s religion.

It is easy enough for cynics to sneer at this new
Palace of Peace, and perhaps their sneers will serve as
a corrective to a too facile optimism. The Exhibition
will certainly not inaugurate the millennium. Men of
sense, indeed, know very well that the millennium will
never really exist except in our aspirations ; for advance
as we may, the horizon ever advances too, and hope
will beckon us on to further discoveries and accomplish-
ments. The moment men were satisfied, they would
begin to retrograde ; and if they are not driven forward
by necessity, they must be lured onward by desire.
Thinking people understand this well enough. They
do not expect the immediate advent of political and
social salvation. Nevertheless, they gain fresh reas-
surance from such efforts and reunions as this Paris
Exhibition ; and even now it may be doubted whether
the peace of Europe will be broken again by a purely
European quarrel, whatever may result from the colli-
sion of Powers in the distant settlements and partitions
of the globe. This war in South Africa will probably
tend in the long run to the maintenance of peace in
Europe. It has already shown what a terribly costly
thing war has become, both in lives and in money ;
what a tremendous power science has put into the hands
of men fighting a defensive battle, and what terrible
havoc may be wrought on bridges, railways, etc.,
by cheap modern explosives. This is all very shock-
ing, of course ; but the more shocking it is, the less
likely are governments to place nations at the mercy of
such monstrous terrors.

It is a sign of the times that the opening speech at the
Paris Exhibition fell to the lot of a Socialist minister.
M. Millerand sang the praises of Labor as the great eman-
cipator and redeemer. The time is past for thinking labor
a cursTe. Too much of it is so, for it is then slavery.
But labor in itself is the most salutary thing in the
world. Guided by science, it is the creator of civilisa-
tion. Yes, and a still loftier note was struck by
President Loubet. Genius and Labor provide the
material basis of civilisation, but they are still inferior
to Justice and Kindness. This was remarked by the
political and social head of the French nation. It is
true, and some will even call it a truism. But there is
something novel in its being emphasised on such an
occasion. Yes, Galileo, the world does move, in more
senses than one. G. W. Foote.
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Theories of Immortality.

Recently | pointed out in these columns that the
theory of immortality formed the foundation of Chris-
tianity. | also indicated the weakness of such a basis,
showing that it lacked sufficient cohesion to properly
support any reasonable faith. | now propose to further
examine the nature of the Christian teaching in reference
to a future life. We hear much from professed Chris-
tians as to the consolation they derive from their belief
in immortality. Even supposing this is so, it does not
prove the truth of that which they believe. If it did,
upon the same principle the Secularist and the Atheist
could prove the truth of their “isms.” But to properly
substantiate any view something more than emotional
gratification is required. | can quite understand that
those who really and sincerely believe in an immortality
may experience comfort therefrom. 1| say “an” im-
mortality because there are so many conflicting views
entertained as to the nature of a future life that it
depends entirely upon what that view is whether or
not it can actually afford any legitimate consolation. To
me it seems incredible that any sane person can really
derive true happiness from the orthodox Christian’s
belief in man’s ultimate state of existence. For be it
remembered that, if the faith of the New Testament
furnishes its believers with hopes of heaven to buoy
them up, it also gives them the dread of hell to cast
them down. In my opinion, the one is as certain as
the other. As soon as a child begins to lisp at its
mother’s knee, its young mind is impressed with the
notion that there is a “heaven to gain and a hell to
avoid.” As the child grows to maturity, this notion is
strengthened by false education and religious discipline.
The study of the various beliefs professed by different
races as to what will constitute their future home shows,
to my mind, that such beliefs are simply the result of
uncultivated imagination, and not the outcome of calm
reasoning. Persons have invariably pictured their
heaven in accordance with the creeds and customs
amidst which they have been trained. Thus we find
that the Indian thinks that his heaven will be an
“ everlasting hunting-ground.” The African supposes
a heaven to be a locality where he can have plenty, of
food, a comfortable home, and a happy circle of friends.
The Asiatic entertains the pleasant idea that heaven is
to be remarkable for the presence of young ladies. The
Christian’s heaven, we are told, is the abode of “ the
souls of those who had been slain.” It is also a kind
of receptacle for all sorts of characters, including
criminals and oppressors, men who were considered
too corrupt to live on earth, but were regarded as
proper candidates for heaven. If the New Testament
be true, the brave, the noble, and the patriotic are
ofttimes excluded from the portals of the celestial city.
The passports required for admission there are faitii,
submission, and contentment. Men who have resisted
the tyrant, who have struggled for liberty against the
powers that be, who have won freedom of thought, are
not always deemed worthy of the crown of glory. A
permanent sojourn in a place which rejects the purest
and best of our race cannot be desired by any but moral
invalids and intellectual mendicants. The secular teach-
ing is that, if we are to have an immortality, it ought to
be one in which we can mingle with the noblest of the
earth, for the anticipation of it would fill our minds with
delight, and would afford us the assurance that, in
quitting this stage of life, it would only be an exchange
for one purer and loftier. But, pleasing as this ideal
may be, consolatory as it would undoubtedly prove, it
is useless to forget that our present knowledge teaches
us that such hopes are only poetical, such anticipations
lie only in the imagination. We therefore sternly face
the truth, and, as some of us cannot believe in a future
life, we seek to realise the worth of the one we have by
striving to correct its many errors. And, inso doing, we
shall deserve the best of all rewards— the consciousness
that while here on earth we are working with sincerity
and fidelity to secure that heaven of humanity, the
comfort, happiness, and welfare of the human family.
The general opinion prevailing in this country to-day
amongst theologians appears to be that immortality
begins as soon as death transpires. It is said that
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people who die believing in the Christian faith have
immediate advantage of participating in bliss and reco
pense bliss because in their new home “ the "IC .
cease from troubling, and there the weary be at r
lhere the prisoners rest together ; they hear no
voice of the oppressor. The small and great are tW '
and the servant is free from his master”; and reco"
pense because the sufferings and evils of this ¢
then be fully compensated for. Personally, satid>
prefer to experience the happiness and compe
upon this side of the grave. But, of course,
ways are not always our ways, and it is fortuD

us that they are not. Sir John Herschel, m
upon the question of a future life, arguedosghatd,s
testimony of reason must fall short of oseY !
which it is the object of revelation to make kno'V/~/™,.

that we should encourage, rather than repress, jiie
thing that can offer a prospect of a hope bey a
present obscure and unsatisfactory state.” i', (b

this “ unsatisfactory state ” the production of the
tian’s God ? If so, the question to be answered is,
is it so? Further, why should it be necessary 0 njin
die to secure that which ought to be at our com« |jges
life ? Sir John, however, added a sentence that lla
all he had previously said upon this subject. lIOpe $
1The character of the true philosopher is to” OO\

things not unreasonable.” To this most sens nqtio o
will heartily subscribe. But the Christian re?cte>
immortality is decidedly ««reasonable, and, inatte-

it is not reasonable to have any hope in the
Besides, it does not follow that because we 0 < *
anything we shall obtain it, any more than, as
already mentioned, to believe in a faith makes d ~a)

Sir Humphry Davy writes of the dull, heav),.?,
cold teachings of the Materialists and the Phys>° f
To get rid of the impressions of the dissecting "1
tells us that he went out to the green fields,
says, “ | saw in all the powers Of matter the L™l
ments of the Deity...... There, in my own mind,
connected with new sensations and indefinite hop »
thirst for immortality ; the great men of other ag
of distant nations appeared to me to be stm "t(e
around me, and even in the fancied movements n
heroes | saw, as it were, the decrees of the indes ™
bility of mind. These feelings, although general Y
sidered as practical, | think, offer a sound philosoP”™e
argument in favor of the immortality of the soul- _
is another-instance that men who are eminentl
field of thought can be mere tyros when deahnS i
other subjects. Philosophy means an expianaj
things. But where does Sir Humphry Day’s s jog-
philosophical argument” give any explanation ¢ .&
mortality ? The memory of the great men of yey-
may be pleasant to dwell upon, but how do such
lections prove that man is immortal? To reca
achievements of the great minds which have ad
the world affords us no other assurance than the 1
tability of genius (not of persons), and that has
kept alive by succeeding generations. Granting 1 jto
full all that this “ philosophical argument ” is supp”/jjt
prove, it is no more than that the mighty dead
only in the memory of the living.

Chambers’s Cyclopcedia produces an argument”
Bishop Butler, founded on natural history in fa'j, Qe
the immutability of the soul, which is described as
of the most conclusive pieces of reasoning |l
language.” Here it is: “ His argument for a 1755
life, from the changes which the human body undeG~"i
at birth and at different stages of maturity, and aOge
the instances of the same law of nature, in the cll
of worms into butterflies, and birds and insects ~jA.jtli
the shell, and entering into a new world, furnished fif
new powers, is one of the most conclusive piece\YW
reasoning in the language.” Now, what doe»
prove r Nothing, so far as the immortality of
viduals is concerned. There is no analogy betw®e* Q
changes referred to and the theory of the continue. ©
ife after death. All the changes that we kno'V 1
the organic kingdom have taken place upon t (i
whereas the condition which believers in a fui“1“
contend for is to be in some far-off land of sha
occupied by what are termed “ disembodied spirits,
case of the caterpillar is frequently given as an if uy&'
tion of changes from a lower to a higher state of e’
ence. But the caterpillar becomes transformed int°
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butterfl u

tOns>and r°re ?Ur e”es ’ we can see n condi-
The butterfN1 observe the process of change going on.
MmP°int of ~ IS an .'mprovement upon the caterpillar
are both s:n 4®anisa*10ni but in every other respect they
to Nstructin ar’  ~°th are material, and each is liable
SUPPosed in'! aiU* deca3- The soul, however, that is
Is sa'd to e evedved from the human form at death
totally unlil-™ '5Imaterial and immortal, and, therefore,
.sescaped e matorial organisation from which it
des, and the / le clau8e *s not observed. The body
IF#C other f Ce ements of which it was composed pass
bnow. Bev/m?~Tthis is an that we see and all that we

Vgp e specuhltfo every*-king * mere conjecture and

Pnion ~i,befdes‘rable here to explain what, in my
&nifyyand .terms “ matt®r” and “spirit” (or soul)
Retiion to 1 10W *4t>and ‘n what way, they have any
~Egaran preniao eonduet- VVhen | affirm an existence
oy the. ik, '.y=that.is, something that can be cognised
htoMVe ,, r Whatever | am incapable of cognising
hey must b T eX'Stent- ~ attributes only are affirmed,
ifeto me in2 on.to s°me entities, without which they
,Can have concelvable ; for, in the absence of entities,
;. at this nonv C° nCept‘on attributes. It may be said
°f angfj!?n abbrms that we cannot form a concep-
~rtaiSfy dny tlinR' apart from matter and force. It
Irsisted |lRes affirm this, whiod io precisely whsi &
a°Ught of n’ *°r’ wbatever the nature of the subject
hle'talned proposition can be logically
e'ngfcefi,,,U ess the terms employed are capable of
is SecP_and Understood". . . .
ecalse evpSSary emphasise this particular point,
ply a fOr T conception of our minds implies not
a?aght Of Y,.thought, but the idea of something
?a'd that w» When we formulate a thought, it may be
ay do\wn a ?’ dt the same time, define it—that is, we
aman ow °undary, tor to think a thing is to limit it.
Ipntier fromnS,fn estate, it must be separated in some
1(entify ijj 1ad other estates, or he would be unable to
c’nsicler . cn'm toom those belonging to others. This
and, JIn ies at the foundation of all clear reason-
pjids, it Ca Wever elementary it may appear to superior
a1 I”gmenP110l be d'sPensed with when we are forming
:Xstonces  c°ncerning any proposition as to alleged
nheavgn 1the universe. If “ there are more things
a’Phy,” tlica earth than are dreamt of in your philo-

other wa.TI! never>m my opinion, be apprehended in
190, therJfan by one here indicated. The con-
toat ¢ wila(. « Ore>at which | am compelled to arrive is,
bnowigP 1S termed matter we have a certain amount
apbaveno”e’ but.°f what is called “soul” or “spirit”
| toree x f *bls *s to us self-evident; but, while
QJustify uf.ence may be possible, there is no evidence
1 positively asserting its reality.
Charles W atts.

I lie Apocalypse.

¢antorbUrvy , .Benson, “sometime” Archbishop ol
1 clory Just been published. It is an Intro-
prs apr,/ °lillc Revelation of St. John the Divine,
N In”amenta/l/De>t °f Riructure of the Book and the
fipson h-il  Remciples of its Interpretation. Mis<
~NOlgh if j Prepared the work for the press, and
h~kishonpI” a somewhat unfinished state, the late
iP Sltoden e?£afied on ;t close up to the time o;
c atured sDeaeato> >t contains the major part of his
i)Pletene”™Cu ati°ns un the Apocalypse, aud is as neai
aG®first tif aS Pr°bably it was ever likely to be.
ybody N ought that strikes one is, How 0" ~s 1/
Deposit; as.to so niuch time and attention on an insane
lit acceUnti-.I<ey tl John’s Revelation ? Truly there i
b-erary pr'?;? tor taste, and especially for religie
dr'°eUson f‘Actions. 1 lie fact, however, is there-
» Ims of ,fPUOR a peculiar fascination in the wonderfu
or. Cult » John of Patmos, and prostituted a keei
W rather) t ‘utellect in the daily effort to elucidate—
WKat 's obv' Wori some intelligible meaning into—
's littl°USly unintelligible, and to make sense o
afid r'aof 6 els®than a nightmare or the phantas

U UlIProfF 3C™ man’s disordered brain. In this vair
able pursuit Dr. Benson followed mar;
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" other students of the Apocalypse, and will in turn be

followed by many another who fancies he may fall into
possession of the coveted key.

In the rhapsodically-described visions of this wind-up
of the Bible there is supposed to be hidden a wealth of
knowledge in regard to the future, temporal as well as
spiritual. The theme is supposed to cover the whole
history of the world, and the kingdom of God from the
time of writing up to and beyond the day of judgment,
with a glimpse of heaven and those “ trinklements”
described by Oliver Wendell Holmes as “ the golden
crowns which we do not expect or want to wear on our
heads, and the golden harps which we do not want or
expect to hold in our hands.”

People with astounding perseverance set themselves
to worm out the interpretation, and either evolve some
marvellous prophecies, usually falsified by events if the
fulfilment is injudiciously fixed too close at hand, or
they qualify themselves for a madhouse or the editor-
ship of some such paper as the Christian Herald. Very
few seem able to come to any agreement as to what it
all means. How should they, when it is nothing but a
farrago of hopeless nonsense?

The common-sense description of the Apocalypse is,
in the common parlance, “ Rats !” writ large on every
page. The composition is a fitting finale to a collection
of writings full of absolute bosh. If anyone doubts this
description of St. John’s dreams, let him sit down and
read that section of “ God’s Holy Word.” It is a com-
paratively short piece of writing—not a tenth part so
long as Dr. Benson’s labored explanation of it. It is
called “ Revelation.” But that is a palpable misnomer.
So far from *“revealing,” it is admittedly the most
obscure book in the whole scriptures. In the way of
clearness, it is a long distance behind Zadkiel and Old
Moore, though it is equally a fraud, and finds its
admirers amongst the same class of people. Many a
volume, pamphlet, and tract has been written in the
attempt to unravel its mysteries. No student seems to
succeed—or, if he does so to his own satisfaction, it is
not to the satisfaction of other students, who view all
attempts but their own with undisguised impatience and
dissent. Exactly the same kind of competitive skill
has been evoked by John of Patmos as that which led
to the “ missing word ” craze. There is no money
prize, but perhaps a stronger inducement in the desire,
which all of us have more or less, to penetrate the
future, to peer beyond that dark veil which mockingly
baulks our vision.

“ 1, John, who also am your brother,” begins his mis-
named Revelation in a remarkably promising manner.
He locates himself at Patmos, and says he was “ in the
spirit” on the Lord’s Day. This sounds significant,
but perhaps he intended us to regard him as being for
the time a “ God-intoxicated ” man. He was evidently
under the influence of something or somebody by the
incoherences that follow. He heard behind him “a
great voice as of a trumpet.” Hearing, or supposing
that one hears, mysterious voices is a frequent symptom
of mental derangement. Then the writer drags us into
the midst of seven candlesticks, and introduces us to
some extraordinary personage “ girt about the paps with
a golden girdle.” Immediately afterwards come pell-
mell all the other wonderful things seen by John “in the
spirit” which one really hasn’t the patience to enumerate.

The door which “ opened in heaven ” discloses a
beautiful scene of celestial bliss. After reading the
description of the throne with the rainbow about it, aud
the personage seated thereon, and looking like a jasper
and a sardine stone, and the four-and-twenty elders
sitting about, one is tempted, by' its sheer unattractive-
ness, to inquire for “ the other place,” which can hardly

be worse. There, at any rate, they don’t occupy them-
selves day and night singing “ Holy! Holy! Holy!”
Of course, it is all symbolical, mystical, parabolical,

figurative, merely visionary, and so on ; but saying that
does not make it any the less ridiculous.

One always remembers John of Patmos by his four
truly remarkable beasts, who are endowed with eyes
within.  The Rev. Robert Taylor, otherwise the “ Devil’s
Chaplain,” used to say that tins was a marvellous
providential arrangement, for, if the poor animals should
have cholera morbus, they had only' to cast their inside
eyes on their tripes to see what was the matter with
them ! Then there is a great deal about the scarlet
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whore of Babylon, which description, in these superfine
days, is toned down in religious circles to the “ scarlet
woman,” and is supposed to have prefigured the Church
of Rome. “ The horns,” we are told, “shall hate the
whore and shall make her desolate and naked and eat
her flesh and burn her fire.” A pretty sort of a picture,
whatever it may mean.

John of Patmos had a good conceit of himself, or
rather of his visions, whilst “ in the spirit.” He says :—

“If any man shall add unto these things, God shall
add unto him the plagues that are written in this book :
And if any man shall take away from the words of the
book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out
of the book of life and out of the holy city...... Even so,
Amen.”

He had an objection to be sub-edited. His MS. was
too precious to be expanded or cut down. Yet none but
bibliolaters would feel the faintest desire to make any
addition, and if a Rationalist essayed the task of
reducing it to anything like sense he would probably
find, in the end, that he had nearly whittled it all away.
In this connection it is difficult to know which to admire
more— the conceit of John the dreamer and scribbler, or
the accommodating nature of God, who allows it to be
said that he will visit the direst penalties on any Goth or
Vandal that mauls about the prophetic manuscript of
his friend. Nevertheless, with all his threats, John has
not preserved himself from being mistranslated, as Dr.
Benson shows.

John is very hard on unbelievers.
to him that the *“ fearful

He had it revealed
and unbelieving and the
abominable and murderers and whoremongers and
sorcerers and idolaters and all liars shall have their
part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone ;
which is the second death.” We ought, of course, to
tremble at this denunciation ; but somehow we don't.
Perhaps it is because we think that John “ in the spirit”
was a fool, and didn’t know what he was writing about.

But is it really worth while saying anything more
about the Revelation of St. John the Divine? One is
only led on to the subject by regret that Dr. Benson
should have wasted upon it so much of his time and
attention which could easily have been better employed.
Reviewing Dr. Benson’s “ study,” one religious print
says : “The sublimity of the Apocalypse is finely
brought out. The amazing grandeur of the vision of
the New Jerusalem has perhaps never been so clearly
apprehended and so vividly portrayed.”

Amazing grandeur, indeed ! Amazing fiddlesticks !

Francis Neale.

Martineau’s “ Study of Religion.”*

( Continued from page 229.)

Ill.— Design in Nature.

Having justified, to his own satisfaction, the belief in
God by an appeal to the constitution of the human
mind, Dr. Martineau next turns to a consideration of the
structure of the world, in order to see if “ the world and
its inhabitants look as if they were the production of
will.” “ Anyone,” says his expositor, Mr. Armstrong,
“who is seeking to bring about some end selects his
means with discriminate care ; combines together simul-
taneously means that will help one another ; and takes
up in succession means that are steps (gradations)
towards the end in view.” All these three marks of
intelligence Dr. Martineau claims to find on examining
nature ; it remains to be seen how the claim is made
g*ood.

While admitting the genuineness of the principle of
natural selection—a term that might well have been
eschewed in favor of the more accurate one, survival of
the fittest— Dr. Martineau argues that it is inconceivable
that a new variety tf animal should be perpetuated as
the result of the accumulation of minute differences

* A reader of my previous articles criticising: Dr. Martineau
has been kind enough to send me for perusal the Study of Religion.
I am, therefore, able to deal with it direct, instead of through
Mr. Armstrong’s summary. The book does not improve on a

second acquaintance, although it has made my critique longer

than | had intended.
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extending over many generations, unless there is s e
selective intelligence directing the whole process,
variations would be too minute at their origin to<B j
their possessor any protection against the multitud
animals of a normal type, unless some intelli»x®
played the same part in nature that a breeder pl2)
the case of domesticated animals. The variations w
occur, but would not be perpetuated. a

The argument is not by any means a new B8RE
the reasoning is far from conclusive. It asstme
(1) that all variations are of a most Minute charac™’
and (2) that all desirable variations are perpetua”™
Neither of these things is so, as a matter ot
Darwin himself has given numerous iAstaR§es
the variations have been anything but microscopical" er
single case of the merino ram lamb,* born with a
head, longer neck, narrower chest, and long, sr3°as
straight, silky wool—characteristics that were tr j
mitted to its descendants— is ample proof of thée j
of the variations that occur spontaneously- il
what takes place under domestication we may s
assume to take place in a state of nature. *. je
argued that nevertheless many variations are mj }y
and these will be swamped by the overvy heltifo
larger number of normal animals, the anS"‘Clna-
that no evolutionist ever contended that
lions were perpetuated, but that in the s* d
for existence it was some variation that deten jed
which should survive. And in this case itis to bet Jy
that Dr. Martineau is placing a difficulty Pro™
belonging to the Theist to the credit of the evojut’O
It is for him to explain why a favorable variati »
variation, that is, in the direction of a higher tyP ..e
life— should ever be crushed out'if there is a set
intelligence regulating the Wh_ole process. lberc

And why, on the hypothesis of theism, should ni
be selection at all ? Selection we can understand " ()
appreciate on the part of a human being. He
do the best he can in the world in which he finds
self, and manipulate natural forces to the best ]
ability. But surely such conditions do not, and ca gu
apply to the creator of the universe. Dr. Mar g4l
would not argue seriously that God deliberately
a number of forces—some good, some bad- in or
show his wisdom by blending them into a perfect pa pr,
in the end. If “perfection” was God’s aim, aS|iG?
Martineau believes, why not produce perfection at 3 jer
It cannot be thought that animal forms are
because the existing types have been slowly elabo
instead of being created as they are from the ~
The horse gains nothing in value because it is desc
from a small four-toed animal the size of a fox-XI
man gains nothing from the fact that his S <
structure and habits represent the results of gradu)

______ Let Thej
believes in evolution set hlmself to seriously Ia Apt
problem, “ What purpose has been served by Lldut
a perfect or semi-perfect animal as the result of ¢/ jS
less generations of conflict that could not have b
WeII served by making it perfect at once ?” and 1 &

d there is a question his thmsm utterly fails to ;ﬂﬁ

isse is plain, 1f God afmed™ at perf fectlo
not have produced it right off? If he could oDy I|eS|
duce it as the result of slowly operating natural £Gh
the believer pictures God as endowing natural ~
with the ability to produce a result he was P°'v
to produce himself.

Dr. Martineau’s next argument against
mechanical view of the world—and it is to
that his arguments are mainly concerned
weaknesses of other positions rather than
strength of his own—Is that the chances ar¥i> it
infinity to one against our present universe redepd
from natural forces undirected by divine intelb» .jef
His lengthy argument on this head is best sumid
by a corresponding argument by Professor F
“ Grant,” says Flint, “all the atoms ot matter AJji
eternal, grant all the properties and forces whiml’
the smallest degree of plausibility, can be claim6
them to be eternal and immutable, and it is still b
all expression improbable that these atoms, witl ™ t
forces, if unarranged, uncombined, unutilised ,ti
presiding mind, would give lise to anything ent>

0

* Given in Animals, Plants under Domestication, i-, ,0°



THE FREETHINKER.

be callori
Would a un*verse. It is millions to one that they
Ir« n,e,wr P°duce the simplest of the regular
nation ,,r 6n*s which we comprehend under the desig-

C if COUrse of nature.”*
Prepertie’'V. ?nce &rant the existence of atoms and their
becomesS *le Present constitution of the universe
that, if a mathematical necessity. It is undeniable
Were possible to calculate the exact nature and
i of ail the forces in the world to-day, the con
adsulguhaﬁ the world at any subsequent period would be
Position of mat;t:er °f mathematical calculation as the
further t! an™ heavenly bodies a century hence,
one” aga'ls exPress*on that “ the odds are millions to
the play In® the present arrangements resulting from
millions t&® atoms can °oly mean that it would appear
Preperties °fne tO an onl°°ker unacquainted with the
evlution ' © < dle atoms an<d unable to follow their
dually ,, rn!UTIE. a savage the odds would appear
solid ofQuaf a8ainst a cloud of fire-mist becoming a

Serial ~TWdl *ts numerous Kkinds of inorganic
"ecessar'v. 10 an educated mind the result is a
nehulm " Pr°duct of the potential properties of the

Present °a er’ odds are millions to one against the
IFeat ao.aranfement resulting, the odds are equally
Ihe °dds' UIS* any conceivable arrangement ; and, as
force in aie as. great against any, there is no special
there is j.,Vslng it against any one in particular. And
rilarvel a t ' f urther to be said against those who
duce[j as rns “ fair and orderly universe ” being pro-
Ideas of tle resuft °f purely unconscious forces. Our
bniverse 1 th and orc’er are not independent of the

With nia®° Ur sarrouadings. Granted a different world,
°Ur ideas™ pUdtec* to proportionate modifications, and
a World °i tie beautiful would be vastly different. In
Cirves w 'Vaere the laws of light were different, and
°nly fi, lere nor>-existent, straight lines would be the
°f the ~vres conceivable. Given a different structure
°ffensiyg fg gnd certain pleasing colors would be either
c’i°rs th non-existent. Already itis found that certain
tttind hava have an irritant effect on people of unsound
tormalé*an °PPos'te different influence on minds of
and . ype. The whole structure of man, mental
?rranoe,fi Ca’ ‘s the expression of existing cosmical
'S"faira u ' and tO arffue that because the universe
Palatin ” 1 OTderfy ” t° us>therefore there is intelligence
and of &-~t>is Palpably absurd. Man’s sense of heauty
co's"r‘ﬁicator € 1 crea-ted by the universe, and, whatever
same* ructure existed, the result would be practically
tZl'r. Mart’ . ) .
the prese Uneau’s proofs of intelligence in nature from
Struct- nce " combination ” and “gradation” are
illethod ep. Mlustrations of a thoroughly unscientific
animaj rom fact that a variation in one part of
Il °ther n orffan'srn is often accompanied by variations
draws th the correlation ofgrowth— Dr. Martineau
a Nifectiy ¢°ncfus*on that here again we have proof of
the intelligence inducing a desirable variation in
Parts of t]*hstarice, and afterwards modifying various
Rreatest a & Or*an'sm to get from the new variation the
Position - ni?an* °f good. Now, the answer to such a
11 any p-StlIS % at feast threefold. First, any change
°r8anisn,_A °f the organism— merely because it is an
etent. q,ls hound to affect other parts to some
s°hie mod'fOn?er -iaws 'n an animal are bound to effect
Ibey fit i ’hoation in the portion of the skull into which
°f the’vn tae muscles that move them, in the portion

ANoles .frtebric that support the head, and in the
sathe re lat. niove the head from side to side. The
u~ted' WP aPPly to any portion of the body
ft all Secondly, Dr. Martineau’s argument implies

r°fn beirC’ rre*atest variations are useful. This is far
aeafness ™ the case. Darwin notes that blue eyes and

PShally u Sual.ly run taogether in cats, and hairless dogs

ended thA® |Mperfeet feeth. T¢ Wik nhardly ¥& con-

Arttiistak-fuidea™ess *n a cat or had teeth in a dog are
tad, )n ,, ,e evidences of a combining intelligence.
a great many variations occur and die out

Spe J have ’nPg' ,07-s. . . . .
on inst °t thought it worth while to discuss Dr. Maitineau’s
e san,L feS °t selective intelligence in nalure ; they are all

Piij 2> sho\wn K6V as t*16 clergyman’s proof of God’s wisdom
e°fit y death coming at the end of life instead of in the
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simply because they are not correlated with the corre-
sponding variations necessary to render them thoroughly
efficient. This last fact alone puts Dr. Martineau’s
theory out of court.

But the combination, we are told, does not stop
with an arrangement of organs in one animal; there is
the same plan in the general arrangement of the animal
world. The whole reason for the existence of plants is
to subserve animal life.* And in the animal world
“the law is undeniable that....... it is the inferior life
that supports the superior.”! Thus, at last, we reach
the familiar theistic conclusion that, because man eats the
sheep, therefore the sheep was made for man’s suste-
nance—a wise provision from the man’s point of view ;
not quite such an attractive one from that of the sheep.
Would not a tiger be justified in assuming in the same
manner that man’s raison d'etre was to be eaten ? The
logic on one side is as good as that on the other. One
aspect of the matter is more pleasing than another to
Dr. Martineau, because he is a man ; if he were a tiger,
his verdict would be different.

“ It is the inferior life that supports the superior.”
What, then, of the host of parasites that prey upon
man ? What of the parasites that prey upon animals
generally ? Is that a case of inferior life supporting
the superior or the reverse ? One must needs be a
Theist of an optimistic temper to so blindly run counter
to facts. Dr. Martineau laughs at the French cleric
who said that God made fleas with a fondness for dis-
porting themselves on white linen so that they might
the more easily be killed. Is his own theory of the
reason why the animal world exists any different to that
of the one he ridicules? He asks, too, of those that
point to the blemishes in nature, by what right we judge
the world from “ a purely humanistic point of view ”?}
Well, what else is he doing fight through his two
volumes ? Is not the theory that plant life is sub-
servient to animal life, and animal life subservient to
human life, judging the world from “ a purely humanistic
point of view” ? It is, as usual, the Theist who com-
mences extolling the wisdom of God because the world
was made for the benefit of man, and then, when someone
suggests that there are many difficulties in theway of such
a theory, loftily cries out that we have no right to judge
the world from the point of view of our convenience.
Let us, then, by all means, cease to do so—and, at the
same time, banish the argumentative portion of A Study
of Religion as useless or misleading. C. Cohen.

( To be continued.)

Misplaced Faith.

The Cleveland Plain Dealer says the following is a new
story about Colonel Ingersoll, and as genuine as the usual
run of them —

When Ingersoll was a young man he went into a short
order restaurant in Peoria and called for an egg.

“You are an Agnostic, | think ?” said the waiter, who was
a college student in the winter, and had just associated him-
self with the restaurant business.

“Your habit of thinking has not betrayed you this time ; |
am,” replied Ingersoll.

“Then you do not have faith in the integrity of this egg?”
guoth the waiter.

“ | have no faith in its int-egg-rity,” replied Bob. “ | have
no faith in anything. | believe only in what | see or in what
is proved to me.” ]

‘| have faith in the egg,” said the student, and he regarded
the Colonel with sad eyes. *“ My faith tells me that it con-
tains a yolk.”

“ My doubt admits nothing of the kind,” said the Agnostic;

So the student broke the egg, and lo! it contained a
chicken.

But the fact is the Agnostic took an unfair advantage of
the student.

He had eaten at that restaurant before.

Get your newsagent to take a few copies of the Freethinker
and try to sell them, guaranteeing to take the copies that remain
unsold. Take an extra copy (or more), and circulate it among
your acquaintances. Leave a copy of the Freethinker now and
then in the train, the car, or the omnibus. Display, or get dis-
played, one of our contents-sheets, which are of a convenient
size for the purpose. Miss Vance will send them on application.
Get your newsagent to exhibit the Freethinker in the window.

* Study of Religion, i., p. 297. t Study, i., p, 297.
J Study, i., p. 332
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Acid Drops.

Dr.W ashington! Sullivan, the Ethical Religionist, has been
discoursing on Hamlet. According to the Daily News report,
he does not seem to have thrown any new light upon the
play. He took the hackneyed view of a man of irresolute
nature having a burden of action laid upon him which he
could not bear. But is there not, after all, a great deal of
truth in Mr. Swinburne’s remark that, if Hamlet was a long
time making up his mind, he had more mind than most men
to make up? In the same way, when Dr. Sullivan points
out (not originally) the irony of a man doubting whether
there is a future life after an interview with a being from the
undiscovered land, does he not overlook the perfectly sane
intellectual scrupulousness of Hamlet, who sees the possi-
bility of his father’s apparition being produced by the Devil
to “damn” him—that is, to lure him on to an act of unjusti-
fiable homicide ; in other words, murder ? Shakespeare docs
not represent Hamlet as irresolute, but as noble-natured and
subtle-minded ; one who must have proofs before proceeding
to commit an irrevocable act of punishment upon a suspected
murderer. Where his course is clear, where the intellect
opposes no further scruples, Hamlet is swift and decisive
enough ; in fact, it almost looks as though Shakespeare had
interposed the ship episode with a view to illustrating this
very aspect of Hamlet's character.

Dr. Sullivan talks, too, about “ the eternal moral law,” as
though it were taught in Hamlet. Well, we fail to follow
him. Certainly the murderer gets his deserts at the finish,
but it takes a tremendous reach of circumstances, including
the interposition of the dead, to bring about that result ; and
the guilty king, in going to his doom, drags dowm five other
persons with him ; namely, the Queen, Ophelia, Polonius,
Laertes, and Hamlet. No doubt this is true enough to the
course of nature, but it is not a “ moral law',” and the word
“ eternal ” does not alter that fact.

“ Without Christian principle,” the Bishop of London says,
“a man is but an opportunist.” Everybody knows, of course,
that there is nothing of the opportunist about the Bishop of
London. His ten thousand a year has not been won in that
way. His lordship never crooked the pregnant hinges of his
knees where thrift might follow fawning. Quite another
reason than this led him to preach a sermon~at tire Chapel
Royal on the attempted assassination of the Prince of Wales.
Yes, his lordship’s character is one of the loftiest. But we
are unable to pay the same compliment to his understanding.
“ Let us thank God,” he said, “ that while he had permitted
the attempt to be made, he had saved the innocent person
from the bullet of the assassin.” Surely, if a man acted like
the Bishop’s deity, we should call his performance a farce or
a pantomime.

Even the Daily News refers to the Prince of Wales as
escaping “ by the mercy of Providence.” Then it goes on to
say that the assassin’s revolver was a cheap one, and two of
the cartridges missed fire. Would Providence have been as
merciful if Sipido had used a first-class revolver?

Zuleika Cavalier, otherwise “ Madame Zuleika,” of 113
New Bond-street, has been fined £25 and ;10 costs for
fortune-telling. An account book found on the premises
showed that the net profit of her business for 1898 was (399,

and for 1899 £gtf 19s. Some people and their money are
soon parted.

Before the Duke of Norfolk went out to the war in South
Africa he took his sword to Cardinal Vaughan, who solemnly-
blessed it in front of the altar. If this blessing is supposed
to have any effect on the sword or its wearer, it seems to us

that Cardinal Vaughan is in the same business as Madame
Zuleika.

Mr. Richard Burbidge, presiding at the annual festival of
the General Porters’ Benevolent Association, said that he had
been a porter himself, for when he was apprenticed he had
nothing but portering to do for the first year, and in the
second” y'ear he was promoted to driving a van. In those
days his governor used to advertise for porters, who received
18s. a week, with an annual rise of 6d. to 20s., and he always

asked applicants if they feared God and could carry two
hundredweight.

Perfect truth in God and thorough contempt for the
Englishman.” This is how the late Colonel de Villebois-
Mareuil described the Boer state of mind. Those who have

perfect trust in God generally have thorough contempt for
somebody else.

The Rev. Dr. Beattie, an army chaplain, writes : “ As to
the religious life of soldiers, generally, there arc usually
twenty or thirty- decidedly- religious men in every battalion ;
there are about the same number of reckless men. The
great mass, however, are men who make no special pro-
fession, but lead, as a rule, respectable and moral lives.”
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This estimate, which seems fairly correct, would Ste,
apply to civilian populations. It is a noteworthy fliay
too, for infercntially it admits that a great mass 0L m S
lead respectable and moral lives without any special r
profession.

Says the Rock: “ Since this sad war commence& a £4,
prayer meeting has been held at the Manchester » (e
to offer opportunity for united prayer for peace, an  jjily
sufferers by the war. This is in addition to the IsU -jjSOm
prayer meeting.” Now'we shan't be long. The Wal('jl *dih
be over if these good young men will only pray har
They might, how'ever, first ascertain whether there
body to listen to them, or able and willing to interle
he has heard them.

fen

Apparently British exhibitors want to “boss” t4®@\hef
Exhibition, and are feeling a little chagrined '3ecaljej the
are not allowed to do so. That wonderful body my
Working Men’s Lord’s Day Rest Association has keen "paii'
them on to resist one by no means unimportant rc6curth):
Clause nineteen requires exhibits to be displayed on £ df
the same as week days. That is natural enough p
French neighbors have no ridiculous notions about
called sanctity of the seventh-day. The visitors who P >0

francs for admission will expect all the Exhibition to  jreS
to view. Sunday, too, is the day on which most
may be done.

Our British representatives, however, have set their
up against any Sunday display in their section. ,”,nok tO
of the regulation, and, with that knowledge, utiuei ¢,u

exhibit. Now tHey wish to override the regulation, an
up shop on Sunday—the day on which all the other s
will not only be open, but looking their brightest.

The obvious comment is: If they go to Paris, they ™ O
do as Paris does. If they really attach any import3 s
what the Working Men’s Lord's Day Rest Associaj
kind enough to say for them, they should withdraw *r° tjdi
Exhibition altogether. It is absurd to attempt to thru?
sillﬁ/ Sabbatarian scruples down the throats of C , 'crnt
folks who don’t care a cent, for the Fourth Commandrn

Comical John Kensit got into the papers again on *. .Qs
morning. He went to St. Ethelburga’s Church, 1", p-
gate, and took his wife with him “to communicate™ (6]
Cobb, the officiating clergyman, offered him the y ~O’
Christ in the form of a wafer ; but he declined tins ugi
Popish stickjaw, and demanded plain Protestant hou jpe
bread. Dr. Cobb, however, explained that he only keP [k
Body of Christ in the wafer form ; whereupon Connc3 (j&v
Kensit and his wife went away sorrowing, for, althougl tle

had secured a good advertisement, they' had broke
Sabbath in doing it.

Evidently they’ will have to print a special edifion °f 8
New Testament for this great-little or little-great Pr°|
reformer. The old text about asking for bread and g& Gd
stone, for instance, will have to be altered to suit L® i
John Kensit seeking for an orthodox bit of the Body of
He asks for bread, and they give him a wafer.

St. Columba’s Church, Kingsland-rcad, London, is

ously “high.” On Good Friday- it sent out a Ef°oe
through the neighboring streets, and one of the object™ /g
were carried was a figure of J. C. upon a cross. This 1 d
excited the ire of a bold Protestant shoemaker, n'n it
William Charles I'ussey, who laid profane hands uPj tle
and broke it across his knee. For which valiant ~eCwig
magistrate lined him £1, and ordered him to pay an

£1 for the damage he had done to the wooden god bel°dr
to the Columbia Joss-House.

Dr. Fairbairn, the celebrated Nonconformist
preaching in London last Sunday, ended by saying" that Ul
lied from knowledge of themselves and each other, bu dle
the saints in all the ages had had one great passion> pf,
great cry, “ Show me thyglory, reveal unto me thyself- jad
Fairbairn might have added that, however many saints
uttered this cry-, only- one of them ever had a direct aaSd d
This was Holy Moses. “ Show me thy glory,” he asR®c,
Jehovah. “Well,” said Jehovah, “ I can’t show you m) ~d
for it would kill you, but you can see the other end. jfo<
Moses saw it. But it isn’t recorded that he ever begg®°
a second sight.

-9

In a current music-hall scene a learned counsel, addres&*
a clerical witness in a breach of promise case, says : “Te' (e
court the truth, sir, the whole truth, sir, and nothing hu jer,
truth, sir—if you can. Don't tell lies here, sir. Renielll
sir, that you are not in the pulpit now.” WhereupQO |jt,
audience all laugh most heartily, and seem to think it 3
a palpable hit.

Aff

Jesus, the meek and mild, could on occasion burst out L fl
some pretty stiff vituperation. A minister who attend



Arril

recent meeting of the Free Presbytery at rbraaB8peuts hdd

%to regret his imitation of Christ _ por jjiese words,
another minister “a cheeky ora . 7 -e

uttered in his haste, he had at once to apoiog

Lord has allowed the AestrucoT W&y O42n0HRE
ct_his temples—the Wesleya urch, tu marriage
bui Norman-road; St.  Leonards.

registeralone was savpH

Some time ago the Rev. William Earle, F 1h 'regpatt of
f- cement’s Danes, Strand, was sum™oaf which he was
some insanitary dwelling-house property observation of

*mer. He has once more come under __this time in
). 'awin respect of other insanitary P*°p” rcrowding and

issorrgrove. The evidence given as t « sensation '
..nfary deficiencies is stated to have cr m taken by the

ublic inqu'ra which has been Ntcdical
ﬁan Coancil at the instance ot
et of He

nealth. The Commissioner will make a report
latter to the Home Secretary.

J*evi Edward George Sellman, recior of himself
Stamford, has committed suicide by- daughter of the
rer Stu"der the influence of morphia. The daJ cnd to her
lifc°u°f Higham, in Soutli Leicestershire, p bedroom.
hanging herself from a beam m her he
PANIEFIREY s MES OBl Buriiey g dnuieide the
er day by hanging herselfin a drying lo

forulenpAtran 2 IARIBE KeRANE dRAvg ped e I'°h Husgays,

“t.InS_the siege of Ladysmith, every ti tiv fell down
%n rsﬁ{gpegé?rpe IN his Jprectlon, hg prompt‘y tell|

- toost
?heldon Ra°iikL.are getting a little tired of hearing about
a°u*djesuc bls, I™"hat would Jesus do?” and “What
rhele on The British Weekly, however, has an
Rustic nacQ16 “on and his ideal paper, from which some
¢ |IE says a»x maX he extracted. In the first place, the
j enioug ;ntr .ere>s something to our minds almost blas-

t rdwould |  Idea of,any man claiming to know what our
el lave done In d profession which he never under-
. The B. ur

fistjc t On to saT that Sheldon has evidently no

WUe e(®ct. ra,ning and no journalistic gift. “He canhnot
rlfehasnom6 f be cannot: make up his paper attractively.
kis narne ha T' *or Presenting news in a readable form. ’If
eeRIrumnpf j°*i been advertised, if his experiment had not
nd done iy ted”  he had gone quietly into an editor’s chair
Paper i1S2\V°rH he would, we venture to say, have killed

y sheer « America or England within six months, and that
As°lute WoC* ach)- We have pointed out before this the
m Week sphi  essness °f an experiment under his conditions.
W uufhing.” If he had gone on for the year,
PUrchased °Ubl:s whether a hundred copies would have been

S i bestt accuse the Church Times of falling to do its
a 'atest is® driYe ah sensible people from Anglicanism. In
(forced nalk It has an editorial note on the marriage of
af'°rthe n rsons- It commences in fine style, as thus:
#Sa contr'idSdrvatlon °f the Church'’s conception of marriage
le decrees r at n°thing but death can terminate,” etc. 0
fhtst stjii i the Divorce Court are null and void—a man
..dulterous i 6 ~Ned to his adulterous wife, or a wife to her
Ti6 legal J1Ushand, until death intervenes,

] at mav i ssolution of the contract b%

ecree o f. ,e fhe doctrine of the Church, but it is not the

1¢°mmor gense.

&pies toindivarcee’ whether the “innocent party” or not
I). ethnizah arrT.agam, the church is to be closed against the
S andti tbe un™n. The parson is to be deprived of
thS °r her h verger or sexton or pew-opener is to hold up
tle Parties .n<b in holy horror on the appearance of
p 6 hack Iﬂ {ﬁstead of twisting them into a scoop at
e only tPF 1He reception of the customary' tips. Well,
vipder this 'nf - can he said is that cquples who are
gifhed unp™hgious ban deserve any indignity that may be
10 Spcn)an them for being so silly as to go to church at all.
registry office is always open to them
o,>such ' -
"@ServiGeb! SUjst:ances) the bridegroom is an ass to seek
AN Ces °fa “churlish priest.”

iiTfee™ . T|te exPresssng _discomfort appears in the British
a the city  suhject of discontent is that a series of lectures

Sfl'enceLl .should be hampered with hymns in which the
rpetot of M6 der'y dty men, many of them with no voices to
No™Mg Hsare unable or unwilling to join. Max O’'Rell,
lecnconfOrr.  turg experiences in America, says : “ Some
‘brer, p™Ist. societies will engage a light or humorous
"1 1 him in their chapel, and open his mouth with
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prayer. A truly trying experience it was of mine on one
occasion to be accompanied to the platform by the minister
who, motioning rme to sit down, advanced To the front,
lowered his head, and in solemn accents said, ‘ Let us pray'.’
Another experience was still worse, for the prayer was
supplemented by the singing of a hymn of ten or twelve
verses !”

“ 1 was once lecturing,” Max O'Rell goes on to say, “to
the students of a religious college in America. Before I
began a professor stepped forward and offered a pray'er in
which he asked the Lord to allow the audience to see my'
points. | can do no less than give the reader the petition
just as it fell on my astonished ears : ‘ Lord, thou knowest
that we work hard for thee, and that recreation is necessary
in order that we may work with renewed vigor. We have
to-niglit with us a gentleman from France whose criticisms
are witty and refined, but subtle, and we pray thee to so
prepare our minds that we may thoroughly understand and
enjoy them.””

That clerical showman, the Rev. W. Carlile, rector of
St. Mary'-at-1lill Church, Monument, City, has introduced a
large gramaphone into his church, whereby the congregation
in the daily lunch hour may hear addresses by leading
dignitaries of the Church.

The Church Gazette thus comments on this latest piece of
clerical up-to-dateness: “ We are among the very last who would
think of finding fault with anyone who is trying to do good
in his own way, even if it is not our way. But yet we cannot
help feeling that there is something ludicrous about going to
listen to mechanical voices grinding out their little addresses
one after another ; and we can hardly believe that anyone
will attend to what these dignitaries have to say, so much as
to how they say it. We cannot think that these are among
the legitimate attractions of an earnest gospel of any kind.
However, tastes differ.”

Here are two items that may well be placed side by side.
An East-end firm of clothiers pay 6d. each for making boys’
reefer jackets, and sffd. each for making boys’ suits.
“ Working fourteen hours a day, and sometimes all night
long, two poor souls (Mrs. Esland and her daughter) could
only earn about 2s. qd. a day, or i6s. 6d. a week. The rent
of their room was gs. 3d. a week, and in addition they had to
pay is. 6d. for the hire of one machine, 8d. for soap for press-
ing, 6d. for sewing cotton, 6d. for oil for lamp, and 2s. for
coal. Thus, with expenses of 9s. ad., they had only 7s. a
week to live on.”

The other item is an appeal for ,£130,000 to establish a
new diocese and Bishopric for Southwark. The new Bishop
is to have ,£4,000 a year. Of course, he’ll draw it, and pro-
bably keep it. His sympathy for the “sweated” human
beings within the scope of his episcopal responsibility will
probably be confined to some weak and maudlin platitudes
which will have no practical result whatever.

Suppose, now, this £'130,000 which is to be raised, and no
doubt will be raised, were devoted to the tangible purpose of
opening an establishment at which work should be given out
at a reasonable wage, and families should be kept from
starvation and the workhouse. Would not this be infinitely
more serviceable than the appointment of another bishop
at £4,000 a year? What is this bishop going to do? The
clerical dignitaries already in South London, many of them
with handsome stipends, cannot half fill their churches.
What is another bishop wanted for ? He won’t improve
the attendance, or, if lie did, it wouldn’t be any advantage
to the community. We don’t want any more bishops ; we
want men with brains who will solve the labor question, and
enable industrious people to live.

The World had some “In Memoriam” verses on Dr.
St. George Mivart, who, as stated last week, was buried
at Kensal Green Cemetery without any ceremony, after a
dispute, between the Romap Catholic authorities and the
relatives. The following is the concluding stanza :—

Yet though the holy rite denied,
With dirge unsung, and requiem dumb,
Rest he in peace, who fearless died,
With Truth for his viaticum.

The Christian World has a paragraph headed “ Voltaire as
a Christian Teacher.” This, to start with, is a bit of religious
:cheek.” After defaming a man for over a century-heaping
the vilest abuse on his memory, inventing lying stories about
him, and holding him up as a “ bogey” to frighten orthodox
sucking babes—it is really a little too much to turn round
and claim him as a Christian teacher, an exponent of the
vfery superstition on which he poured out the vials of his
indignation and contempt.

Some unknown person named Aked, it seems, has been
preaching in a chapel at Liverpool on “The Service of
Voltaire to Religion and Humanity.” Well, we know of
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Voltaire’s service to humanity, but we know that it was never
his intention, and we know that it was never the effect of his
teaching, to render any service to “religion ”—that is, the
bundle of creeds and dogmas in support of which his name
is now invoked.

The preacher urged that Voltaire was not an Atheist, which
is true, though a great number of orthodox believers do not
seem to be aware even of that fact. It is nothing in Voltaire’s
favor. The probability is that, if he had lived in our own
times, he would have divested himself even of that shred of
superstition. “ Reverently,” said this preacher, “ it was pos-
sible to claim him as a worshipper of Christ.” Yes, it is
possible to claim him ; and the next thing we expect to hear
of isThomas Paine claimed as a devout believer in the inspira-
tion and infallibility of the Scriptures.

A good story is going the round of the papers of an elder
in a Scotch parish church who is puzzling himself about the
conduct of a member of the church who passed the offertory
on Sunday. This member asked the elder, as he was going
in, if he could give him two ha’pence for a penny. The elder
took two ha’pence out of his own pocket, and handed them
over to the other man, who calmly, and obviously without
any intention of joking, put the penny in the plate and the
halfpence in his own pocket, and then walked into his seat.
The elder, not being strong in mathematics, is unable to
compute with precision who was the loser by this transaction.

Princes and princesses of the royal houses of England and
Germany are, we understand, baptised in Jordan water,
brought in bottles from the famous little old river in Palestine.
We now read that palms are brought from Palestine for use
in High Church gospel-shops on Palm Sunday. It is but a
step from this sort of thing to the adoration of relics like the
finger-nail of the Holy Ghost or the prepuce of Jesus Christ.

Dr. Talmage, who seems to be in possession of many Divine
secrets, tells us that “ God is a Being of infinite leisure. He
takes sometimes twenty-five hundred years to do one thing.”
Whether he does or not, it seems pretty certain that he is in
no hurry to answer the prayers of those who are just now
appealing for an early termination of the war and the pro-
clamation of peace. Some litttle show of briskness in this
rather important matter might not be at all amiss.

The magistrates of Ayr advise the councillors that the only
law which can be invoked against the sacrilegious who sell
Sunday newspapers is the one dated 1661. The Ayr folk
who want their war news on Sunday will, therefore, probably
get it as usual.

A young lady in a ballroom in Mexico declined a request
for a dance, saying she was a Baptist and did not dance.
The mayor of the city inquired who these Baptists were who
did not dance, and, having gained the information, he contri-
buted to their funds 250,000 dollars (,£50,000). The curious
might inquire how this very scrupulous young lady, who
would not dance, came to be in the ballroom at all ; and
whether, after all, there is anything specially pious in refrain-
ing from an exhilarating exercise and pastime which seemes,
according to the Old Testament, to have been pretty freely
indulged in by the “ holy men ” and women of old.

In the middle of the sermon at Bishopsgate-street Chapel,
E.C., the other Sunday, an elderly lady fell backwards in tier
seat, and shortly afterwards expired. Providence has spoiled
a splendid sensational “par.” by locating this event in a
chapel instead of at a Freethought lecture.

While a priest was administrating the Sacrament to a sick
person near Corunna, the floor of the room collapsed. The

invalid and four other persons were killed, while fourteen
were injured.

Churches and chapels maybe turned to some practical use,
after all. The Rev. Mr. Donaldson, of Leith, advises young
women to make the church a trysting place. It should, he
holds, be made fashionable for young men and young w'onien
to meet in a church, where they would get good, and where
sanctifying influences would be brought to bear upon them.
They should be attracted by religion, he says ; but religion
does not attract men, and if people cannot be induced to
attend in one way it must be done in another.

One is inclined to remark, with reference to this proposal,
that already churches and chapels are fairly well utilised as
tiysting places. If it weren’'t for the facilities afforded for
flirtation and the exhibition of finery, there would be still

mfoge (c:jomplaints about the general emptiness of the houses
of God.

_A new sect of a curious nature has sprung up in Eastern
Siberia» The main point in which the new creed differs from
others is, that it reveres Judas Iscariot as the first real
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disciple of Christ, for he repented of his sins atl™ 'j.eth

himself. Converts tired of life it recommends to . ae
same course. All officials of the State and of the Chu .10
regarded as representatives of the Devil, and obedi
them is forbidden. A peasant named Likhacheff, t'ie
of the sect, has been arrested.

nf sects

Along the Volga at the present time remnants O &
which nourished in the fifties and sixties still exist, =}
principal tenet is self-destruction, in order “ that the P|E®
of Antichrist may not prevail against them.” Some O
fanatics are known as “ Coffin people,” others aSl\(lin
Pilgrims,” others, again, as “ Nothingists.” .~ ICn a"®
people ” have been known to place themselves in c0*.
starve themselves to death ; the “ Red Pilgrims,” on al
of their death, clothe themselves in a red shirt, an jsts”
suffocated by their co-religionists ; and the “ NotmnB
have been guilty of blood-curdling deeds.

Dr. Harnack, the German critic, believes that the
to the Hebrews was written by a woman. The auth°”
of this book, popularly credited to St. Paul, has
in doubt, most authorities of late years attributing
Apollos. Dr. Harnack, who is perhaps the greatest At
authority on the history of the New Testament, assert s
the Epistle is the work of Priscilla, wife of Aquija, 'y&b
mentioned several times in the Acts. There is, it 11
admitted, a good deal of inconsequential tittle-tattle 1
Epistle which seems rather to support this theory.

(o]

Piety and barefaced imposition are beautifully mi*{¢ Y5
account given by a tourist in Spain, who 'vaS
addressed by the landlord of the hotel he was just le tahe :
Seville : “ If the senor and God pleases, | made a mis™® *
his bill yesterday.” “How ?” I inquired. “ 1 forgot t9.«j!
a charge for his candles to light him to bed I’ “ But’™ t®
moonlight, and | had no candles.” *“ Then, senor,

help of God, | forgot to charge you with_the moonbff*y o
accused him of being a robber, and offered him a P |j'Qt
settle the bill. He worked up a beautiful smile, and hU,

his hand. “ I will take it with thanks, senor,” he said>
God will bless you for an honest,man I’

The Race Course Christian Mission is rejoiemo,cir-
notable convert. The Mission has been the meansQ vy
verting a poacher. This is how he himself tells the s
“Ten years ago, whilst | was on a poaching expediting-"
whilst hiding from the keepers, | heard a member »
Race Course Mission preaching in the distance. | va rriif
verted through the text given out at the service, and °e fie
testimony here that Christ can save a poacher ; and, > °’
can save anyone in this crowd.”

censor of the morals of the Bavarian clergy, sa' Vie
Christian World. Some very disgraceful scandals jl
recently come to light regarding the home life of s jaff
the country Catholic pastors, and the Archbishop is ,aged
to put a stop to it. He has issued instructions to his t}a(
that they are not to think of engaging women &y
housekeepers who are under forty-five years of age, a° Q&
in all cases the housekeeper is to be a woman above rep g
The Archbishop is further scandalised at a tendency & . V
his clergy to ride bicycles. Under certain circumstan tle
country districts and with the consent of the BisnO‘ljtt
clergy may ride a bicycle on urgent pastoral business’ y*
in the towns never. Nor are they to be seen at the
The theatre, according to the Archbishop, is a plafe ([#
one can see life caricatured or burlesqued. In Mumca V&S
are, as is well known, some world-famous picture Sa[ ftfti
The Archbishop does not think that his clergy haViest
business among these pictures, many of which reP
heathen subjects of a gross carnal nature.
----- ., fi

Upwards of 400 sermons on “ Sunday Observance "1
promised for to-day (Sunday, the 22nd inst.) in resp?O°jte,
request said to have been issued by the society ca yjLt
the Working Men’s Lord’s Day Rest Association. " - jilw
the prospects of a single sentence of common sense
its way Into any one of these 400 sermons ?

The magistrates at the South London Sessions ha"
firmed the refusal of a seven days’ license for the s
intoxicating drink at the Crystal Palace. But the! sO
offered a six days’ license, so that people may have a £ yil®
beer during the week. To drink one on the Sunday il
be a mortal offence to the Lord of all. How tha® ~0O*
must be to find the Penge magistrates and the South L

judicial authorities so careful of his feelings. n
The Wesleyans cannot be accused of stinginess
support of their faith. Two-thirds of the entire a-'
their Twentieth Century fund have now been pronnse ’
there is every prospect of reaching 75,000 guineas Lj 1

Annual Assembly. What changes might be el'e
Freethought organisation were supported like this ¢
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Mr. Foote’'s Engagements.

Sunda
reed, s.E April 22, Secular Hall, New Church-road, Camberwell-
eace” - at 7.30, “The Lord of Hosts and the I nnce

April 29, Liverpool.
ay 20 Manchester.
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?ade a p 9 Bugar Plums." Glad to hear your Branch has
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nmore mfe q"ite right.  Paine's “ belief” in a future life was no
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gﬁj X E{‘ man> hut to have thought it .likely that picked
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- Under tlet.10 Gllesti®°n out, as he had to think out the questions
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Special.

T here is only space and time for a brief “ Special ” this
week. We are getting domiciled at i Stationers’ Hall
Court. The shop is being well fitted up, and we shall
soon be in complete working order. In settling down
to do our own business, we learn the full extent of the
ruinous mischiefs we have suffered during the past six
months. It will take some time, and a good deal of
hard work, to make up lost ground ; but we are start-
ing very hopefully, amidst abundant indications that
our new enterprise is hailed with satisfaction by “ the
trade” as well as by the Freethought party.

Practically we have to begin almost de novo in the
matter of the Freethinker weekly contents-sheet. We
are anxious to get it displayed as it used to be in former
times. Will our friends, therefore, in all parts of the
country, forward us the names and addresses of news-
agents who are willing to display a contents-sheets if it
is posted to them, as it will be every Wednesday?

The Board of the Freethought Publishing Company,
Limited, has decided to call up the remaining ios. per
Share of unpaid capital, in two instalments of 5s. each,
the first payable on June 1 and the second on August 1.
Due legal notice of this call will be posted to Share-
holders. Meanwhile they have this informal intimation.
A fresh Prospectus is also being prepared, and we hope
it will bring the Company a large accession of sup-
porters. The preliminary stage is now ended, and
business is beginning in real earnest.

G. W. Foote.

Sugar Plums.

Mr. Foote lectures in the Secular Hall, Camberwell (New
Church-road), this evening (April 22) at 7.30. His subject
will be “ The Lord of Hosts and the Prince of Peace.” It is
several months since Mr. Foote lectured in South London.

There was a crowded audience at the Athenaeum Hall on
Sunday evening ; indeed, a good many persons were unable
to gain admission. Among those present were Mr. S.
Hartmann, Mr. A. B. Moss, Mr. YV. Heaford, and Mr.
Harry Snell. Mr. Victor Roger acted as chairman. Mr.
Foote, who was suffering from a cold and was rather hoarse,
spoke for half-an-hour on “The Resurrection of Jesus
Christ,” going along very rapidly7 and dealing with the
principal features and aspects of the story. The Rev. J. J.
B. Coles then took the platform for half-an-hour, replying to
Mr. Foote ; and each speaker subsequently addressed the
meeting twice—for fifteen and ten minutes. How the dis-
cussion itself went may be left to the judgment of the
audience ; but it may be said here that the utmost good
humor prevailed on both sides, the reverend gentleman even
joining in the laughter now and then at Mr. Foote’s jokes.
Mr. Coles looks a pleasant gentleman, bears himself like one,
and speaks like one. In his closing speech he suggested
another friendly exchange of views on the question of the
Inspiration of the Bible.

Mr. W. Heaford occupies the Atlienaium Hall platform
this evening (April 22), taking for his subject “ Religion
and Revenge.” YVe hope he will have a good meeting.

Mr. Charles YVatts lectures this Sunday evening, April 22,
at New Brompton, Kent, taking for his subject “Can a
Scientist be a Christian ?”

The last number of the Weekly Times and Echo gave a
long and interesting account of James Tyson, the Australian
millionaire, who seems to have been a big man every way7
He never married, but he carried with him to the end the
memory of a good, kind, beautiful poor girl that he met in
his youth and would have married if he could. He opened
up the country, so to speak, for future millions ; that was his
fight in life, and he felt he had won it. “ Religion,” he said,
“ain’t my business. | do what I think right, and | stand to
take my chance.” The Weekly Times writer adds : “ Tyson
was an atheist. Though he never entered a church, he once
gave the the money to build one. Then he was asked to
insure it against fire. ‘That | will not,” he said. ‘1 have
given a church to Almighty God, and if he cannot take care
of it himself he does not deserve to have it."”



250

There is a fair sprinkling of Freethinkers at Kimberley,
and we shall be hearing from some of them again as affairs
settle down after the siege. A Salvationist officer, who was
there during the siege, is reported in the Daily News as
saying that “The big gun of the Boers knocked all the
infidelity out of Kimberley.” Poor innocent ! He expects
to “ win hundreds of souls to Christ,” but he won’t win them
amongst the Kimberley Freethinkers.

Mr. Cohen will be lecturing at Cardiff next Sunday
(April 29), in the Swiss Hall, Queen-street, morning, after-
noon, and evening. Unfortunately, there has been a hitch at
Pontypridd, and the lectures announced for that town are “ off”
for the present.

The Birmingham N. S. S. Branch is getting up a petition
which reads as follows : “ We, the undersigned residents of
Birmingham and District, respectfully request you to have
placed on the Reading Tables of the Birmingham Free
Libraries a copy of each weekly issue of the Freethinker."
This is addressed to the Free Libraries Committee. Mr.
H. Percy Ward, of 2 Leamington-place, George-street,
Balsall-heath, is superintending this effort.

We are pleased to see that Mr. li. Percy Ward is doing,
and is going to do, some open-air lecturing in the famous
Bull Ring, Birmingham. He is to speak there every
Wednesday and Friday evening at 8 during May, June, July,
and August.

Manchester friends will please note that the Secular Hall,
in Rusholme-road, closes for three months with the last
Sunday in May. Mr. Foote delivers the last lectures there
for the present season on Sunday, May 20. His subjects will
be announced in due course.

“Truthseeker” contributes an able letter on “ Sunday
Bands ” to the Edinburgh Evening Telegraph. The con-
cluding sentences are drawn from one of Mr. Foote’s old
articles.

The N. S. S. Executive, on the President’s suggestion, has
decided to open a “ Conference Fund.” Subscriptions to this
Fund should be sent in as early as possible ; either to Miss
Vance, secretary, 1 Stationers’ Hall Court, London, E.C., or
to Mr. S. Hartmann, treasurer, or to the Editor of the Free-
thinker, at the same address. This Fund is intended to pro-
mote the success of the National Secular Society’s Annual
Conference, which will be held in London on Whit-Sunday.
The provincial Branches have always treated London delegates
and visitors with fine hospitality ; it is now meant to return
the compliment, and to do the thing handsomely. Provincial
delegates and visitors should be entertained to dinner on the
Sunday, and provided with an entertainment—such as view-
ing some of the sights of London by means of brakes—on
the Monday. Of course the expense should be borne princi-
pally, at least, by London Freethinkers ; and we hope they
will subscribe liberally.

The Deacon’s Dream.

“ May you take this lesson home with you to-night, dear
friends,” concluded the preacher at the end of a very long
and wearisome sermon. “And may its spiritual truths sink
deep into your hearts and lives to the end that your souls
may experience salvation. We will now bow our heads in
prayer. Deacon White, will you lead ?” There was no
response. “ Deacon White,” this time in a louder voice.
“ Deacon White, will you lead?” Still no response. It was
evident that the deacon was slumbering. The preacher
made a third appeal, and raised his voice to a pitch that
succeeded in waking the drowsy man. “ Deacon White, will
you please lead ?” The deacon rubbed his eyes and opened
them wonderingly. “Is it my lead ? No—I just dealth.”—
Detroit Free Press.

Modern civilisation rests upon physical science ; take away
her gifts to our country, and our position among the leading
nations of the world is gone to-morrow; for it is physical
science that makes intelligence and moral energy stronger
than brute force. The whole of moral thought is steeped in
science. It has made its way into the works of our best
poets, and even the mere man of letters, who affects to
ignore and despise science, is unconsciously impregnated
with her spirit and indebted for his best products to her
methods. She is teaching the world that the ultimate
court of appeal is observation and experience, not authority.
She is creating a firm and living faith in the existence of
immutable moral and physical laws, perfect obedience to
which is the highest possible aim of an intelligent being.—
Huxley.
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“Kynde Kit Marlowe.”

" Pardon, gentles all,
The flat, unra’sed spirit that has dared
On this unworthy scaffold to bring forth
So great an object.” 1
— Siiakkspeare (King Henry V.; elm « ~
T he greatest of Shakespeare’s immediate predec®5
was Christopher Marlowe, familiarly known as in
The son of a shoemaker, and born at Canterbu) ,
1564, his unmistakeable genius seems to have g j
him friends, who looked after his early education*
sent him, at the age of seventeen, to the Universt | »
Cambridge. He was intended for the Church, bu»
Church had, as may readily be imagined, no attrac
for such a mind. The study of theology onlysucc a
in making him a determined enemy of religion ingea s
and the Christian superstition in particular. Mar
statue is fittingly erected outside the gates of Canter
Cathedral. There was no element in Marlowe'sut »
able nature favorable to the growth of religiosity*
was, indeed, one of the proudest and fiercest O j
lectual aristocrats. Scepticism in him naturally
the form of contempt rather than of mere "Ota
From the statements of Richard Bame, the inf>i
we may assume that he occasionally gave V@® .jai
Rabelaisian pleasantries on the subject of the >
dogmas. e:
Before the age of twenty-three we find Kit Ma r
in London, an actor and a playwright, and thea |jy
of “ the great sensation work ” of his time—the ir™ €s
of Tamburlaine—in which Greene perceived Mar tet
attempt at “ daring of God out of heaven.” This @ »
tous melodrama, a strange compound of inspiral'Q,, i
desperation, has the hall-mark of real genius eqaa hay,
its absurdities and its sublimities. in the first Nfi-
written in blank verse for the popular stage,
cation has an elasticity, freedom, and variety 0L  g&s
ment which makes it as much the product of Mar it®
extraordinary mind as the thoughts and passion5
finely conveys.
It had no precedent in the verse of preceding"
It is constructed, not on merely mechanical rU. ’¢5
on vital principles. It is the effort of real gcalli Qjl/
daining to creep along well-trodden paths, and je
opening a new road for itself, Intellectual daringé’i,@
source of Marlowe’s wonderful originality. .
Tamburlaiuc strange gleams of the purest splo°®a "|t
poetry more than redeem the bombast into it
occasionally drops. Now and again we rnek. te
glorious strokes of impassioned imagination, aS ¢jf
celebrated scene in which Tamburlaine is represe* yw
a chariot drawn by captive kings, and rating th
their slowness :(—
Hallo ! ye pampered jades of Asia !

Whbat, can ye draw but twenty miles a da) .
*

The horses that guide the golden eye ofhea

And blow the morning from their nostrils»

Making their fiery gait above the clouds,

Are not so honored in their governor

As you, ye slaves, in mighty Tamburlaine.

Blank verse was not only brought into existelj
Marlowe, but was also carried to some degree O™fi
fection by him. He could temper his blank ve
different moods and passions. Listen to the 5Pe
Edward Il., in which the indignant King first
way to anger and then to misery

.Mortimer! who talks of Mortimer,

Who wounds me with the name of Mortimell
That bloody man? Good father, on thy laP
l.ay | this head with mickle care ;

O, might | never ope these eyes again,
Never again lift up this drooping head,

O never more lift up this dying heart.

What didactic dignity we find in the following'll

Our souls, whose faculties can comprehend

The wondrous architecture of the world,

And measure every wardering planet’s course

Still climbing after knowledge infinite,

And always moving as the restless spheres,

Will us to wear ourselves, and never rest

Until we reach the ripest fruit of all. i}

Here is another example of his full-voiced haf
Faustus exclaims :—

Have | not made blind Homer sing to me
Of Alexander’s love and CEnon’s death?
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-1 _hath not he, who built the walls of Troy,
1n ravishing- sound of his melodious harp
n ate music with my Mephistopheles?

In facf66t™*’ ° nce tka* t4's * t1e work of a rare genius,
"etches h'le.so'l'ocluy *n which the doomed Faustus
asap»r Is. as®*t moments ebb away might be quoted
AUationi llistance °f variety and sustained effect in a
h'onoton u  cou”™ only be redeemed from a wearisome
One sc — consummate art.

Helena Cene’ which contains the memorable address to
Poets, ' erns tp have influenced Shakespeare and other

contains that wonderful passage commencing,

Amfk*1'8" le hace that launched a thousand ships,
urnt the topmost towers of Ilium ?

including with
Xj . All is dross that is not Helena.

Marlow”™ aHamp with impassioned loveliness.
With the ° COUH introduce the lilt of indefinable melody
tive linp,rf 0S* unpromising material. Take the descrip-
fom TheJew of Malta

Ba?s °f fiery opals, sapphires, amethysts,
Bp" 1, ' hard topaz, grass-green emeralds,

AndUtefx S ruh'es’ sparkling diamonds, .
" seld seen costly stones of so great price,

one of them, indifferently rated,
~Ney serve, in peiil of calamity,
ransom great kings from captivity.

1l arlow,
Kepips. HflS Faugtus perhaps ,best reflects his whole

hstl:rjre, as - Subfject seems to ‘frave ttaken 'trold ‘of 'his
Hethe, ' aHerwards did that of the argus-eyed
are both 16 cllaracters of Faustus and Mephistopheles
"lla&inati0Dnce’veH with great depth and strength of
Perfect™ ' anc* 16 last scene dangerously approaches

"Worh, MI)S He>though short and reckless, was fertile
aid his rj0 esi”es>his plays, his translations from Ovid,
?Positi' em Fero and Lcander would alone give him
Inatave”~ulol” tjle poets of his period. He was killed
whty.njne rawl, in the year 1593, at the early age of

\keethoughtVas. always outspoken and fearless. His
lenlle . °Pln>ons attracted attention from the time

?ays beforrj-e  *hat Atheist, Tamburlan. Only a few
a noteCtllS Heath, Richard Bame, an informer, sent

s”/atrinable ° ”.e authorities concerning Marlowe’s
w°rne of p °Pln>ons and judgment of religion and

6liteil a worde.” Only the poet's death pre-

@s 'uflmrﬂal fEF] bfl_asPhem . o )

~Mistiari o' PUhcan pamiphieiceia, bveitlowing wilthl
} °Ve>which thinks evil of all men, did not

?F " *ee In Marlowe’s death an awful example of

Ppointej~f’ Hut the snarling of Christian hyamas,
®rds fro - °* their prey, did not prevent Marlowe's

aracter, testifying to his genius and defending his
heare g

J a?ton j n Jonson celebrated his “ mighty line”;

«lf ”apmaSCrineH His raptures as “ all fire and air”;
'c®mm;,,n; WIth a yet clearer perception of Marlowe’s
nmittal to the Muse, said that-

1 He stood
An P to the chin in the Pierian flood.

s critic refers to him as “ Kynde Kit
g - Shako . higher tribute to his eminence comes

°tes 1 wittS8eare himself, who, in As You Like It,
Puki" th aPProval a hne from Marlowe’s Hero and

Ifr'yreco6 0"ly 'nstance i° which Shakespeare has
lea Howe Hnise dthe genius of an Elizabethan writer.

. I—long(%rn\./aS]J.leeP iP a tavern ﬂu.a.rnel at Deptford,

e -

Thuc’ 1116 Hsad poet was buried in an unknown
,ﬁ’céus, Sfr  ended the life of this stormy, irregular
his sin cornpound of Alsatian adventurer and

bW‘Oryand ' -~'s sudden death, in the height of
awvith ir *Si3r'de, seemed to threaten the Elizabethan
eve.ae greataei >araHle 1°ss. But he was to be succeeded
theg~ade jn st Baglidmman, the greatest author that
Ham°Hd. (~-ra*Ure his medium of communication with
by t];ei the fuiirea”er than Homer, more imaginative than
'le Domi, baze the sun of his glory was heralded
18-siar of Kit Marlowe.
Mimnermus.

He
lha

PPy who, seeing his duty, can do it.— Seneca.
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Ludicrous Aspects of Immortality.

Christians allege that we are immortal. It is well to
examine the consequences of such immortality to see
whether they are reasonable, desirable, and possible. If
by assuming a falsehood to be true we can reduce the
whole supposition to an absurdity, as Euclid often does
in the strictest mathematics, we at least help to demolish
a fiction and to establish truth. The Christian who begs
we will look only at one aspect of a question is out of
court when truth is concerned. His bribe of a heaven
and his threat of a hell ought to influence us neither
way.

If we are immortal, at what age does the immortality
commence ? When does the infant receive an immortal
soul ? Does it come by miracle, or by natural growth ?
Does the child receive or develop its soul before birth,
and is the Roman Catholic ceremony of baptism for
unborn children justified by assuring the salvation of
infants who are thus made members of Christ and heirs
of heaven at a time when it is feared that they may
never see the light of day? Does the soul enter with
the first breath ? Is soul identical with breath, as most
of the earlier believers in a soul apparently imagined ?

W hat is the use of immortality to an infant? It has
no memories, no knowledge, no affections, no moral or
intellectual faculties. What can it do with immortality
when carried off to heaven ? W ill it only cry and suck
and sleep and be nursed for all eternity, knowing no
one, and destitute of all faculties but those of the most
elementary nature common to the young of all animals ?
If the human baby is immortal, why not the baby of
the monkey ? The monkey’s infant cannot display less
mental or moral capacity than the human babe. Will
the human mother when she goes to heaven meet and
nurse for ever her immortal infant? Talmage assures
Christian mothers they shall have glorious chariots to
ride in. Will they also have glorious perambulators
for their everlasting infants made immortal at an early
age ? And will there be golden feeding-bottles and
celestial cows, or asses, to supply the milk ? This is
no unreasonable question to ask, seeing that Milton
plainly represents the angels as enjoying food and
drink in heaven ; while the Bible itself speaks of “ angels’
food,” and Jesus promised his apostles that they should
“ eat and drink ” in heaven. If full-grown angels take
food, so, too, should infant angels. And these latter
will require nurses, at least till the mothers arrive and
devote all eternity to their maternal tasks. Some
mothers have lost several babes when young. Will
each mother find all her little cherubs awaiting her care
in the celestial nursery, where meanwhile they “ con-
tinually do cry” ? And how will she nurse them all at
once and for ever? And will such a heaven be a
pleasant one even for the most devoted mother who
sees no chance of ever rearing unintelligent babes into
rational, affectionate, speaking men and women ?

This leads us to the consideration of the growth of
the soul—which evidently takes place on earth, if soul
means moral and rational faculty. Will souls go on
growing in heaven ? Will wordless and thoughtless
infants grow into manly and womanly angels ? Will
thev develop wings and ways and thoughts and feelings
of their own? If so, how will the Christian mother
recognise her babies robed and winged and whiskered
according to the latest celestial fashions ? What will
she do when her six-foot babe is at last popped into her
arms ? The little innocent over which she wept, whom
she has dreamed all her life of clasping again to her
breast, has disappeared without the gradual develop-
ment of its cherished personality into the totally different
personality of a perfected being— without the gradual
change which day by day and year by year satisfies and
rewards the mother’s feelings and the mother’s care.

If the principle of growth prevails, does it cease to
act when a kind of middle-age or prime of life is
attained ? W.ill the aged grow younger and the young
grow older, till they meet in one throng of middle-aged
angfels ? This would produce great sameness and great
loss of individuality. But if we reason from earthly
considerations that the infant soul grows on through
childhood to middle age, why does it not also proceed
through the stages of senility and decay to death ?
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Will the showman’s exhibition of Washington’s
skulls when a boy and when a man be paralleled in
heaven ?  Will the celestial boy-child still young meet
the mother who departed young, while a fully-grown
edition of the same being meets the wife, the children,
the grand-children, of later life ?

Christian pictures would lead us to believe that only
the heads and shoulders of babies are preserved
Furnished with wings, but not with tails to guide
themselves, these chubby curiosities flit about among
the clouds of heaven. W.ill the mothers, also furnished
with wings, flit about after these comical baby-boys like
sparrows after their newly-fledged young ?

Will these bodiless cherubims, too, fly races occasion-
ally, and will the elder angels also arrange flying
matches with each other? Talmage, we know, thinks
they will thus compete with each oilier. So the dying
coal-heaver who offered to fly the parson fora sovereign
may have been very sound in the doctrine, after all,
perhaps.

One thing is certain. These juvenile cherubims
cannot be among the number of Christians who, as
Christ says, “sit down” in the kingdom of heaven ;
nor will the glorified mothers of the little darlings ever
be able to administer chastisement for their little pecca-
dilloes in the approved fashion.

The mother fondly imagines that her babe goes
straight to heaven, and the priests teach her to think
so, although, according to Christian doctrine, the
division into sheep and goats does not take place till
the judgment day. Millions of mothers are thus led to
believe that their children and their husbands are now
in heaven on the faith of a book which distinctly con-
tradicts this belief. The souls of the departed still
await their resurrection, and may do so for thousands
of years yet. Where do the baby souls and the adult
souls stay meanwhile ? Who nurses the juniors ? Are
they all in a state of suspended animation ? What will
become of their memories, which constitute one half
the mind? Surely a delay of many centuries will pro-
duce forgetfulness ? How, then, will people recognise
each other, especially if we also so change in character
as to lose our faults and peculiarities ?

Some men and women have been married several
times. W.ill not this prove rather awkward for such
Christians when they reach heaven? Waill they'rush
with rapture into the arms of several partners at once ?
W ill there be no jealousies, no dissatisfaction at losing a
beloved spouse who has to share his or her time and
presence among several wives or several husbands, as
the case may be? How will Deacon Brown, of the
Tabernacle, conduct himself towards the several Mrs.
Browns who faithfully await his embraces ? Surely the
situation will be an embarrassing one. How can he
treat them all equally well, and hide his preferences ?
If he greets the beloved Jane first, or directs his after-
remarks or attention especially to the equally-beloved
Susan, how will he pacify dear Henrietta and darling
Clara, whom he thus treats as only occupying inferior
positions in his heart? And how will Parson Smith
feel, seeing that he married two widows who had had
several husbands, some of them being also widowers
who had married other widows besides. W ill all these
numerous husbands and wives thus widely connected by
the marital bond unite as one happy family in the New
Jerusalem? The wisest of men clasping his thousand
wives to his breast will be an interesting sight.
Abraham, with Hagar on one arm and Sarah on the
other and Keturah in the rear, may find it difficult to
compose the feminine jealousies of his spouses, except
by the summary process of ejecting Hagar into the
wilderness again. Jacob will meet with similar troubles
to mar his otherwise perfect felicity. David and Uriah,
both claiming Bathshebah, may easily produce a “ scene.”
Christ’s solution of the problem is that there is no
marrying in heaven. This is a damper to popular hopes
of reunion in heaven. The great consolation, the only
consolation worth anything to most people, in the
doctrine of immortality, is that they will again meet
and love and be loved by their dear ones. For cold,
heartless religious happiness that tramples on human
affections, they care nothing. Hence this explanation
of Christ’s is judiciously kept in the background except
when wanted to meet objections. W. P. Ball.

( To be concluded.)
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God, Where Art Thou?

( Concluded from page 230.)
Whatézo

T hink of God’s ordinances, the sacraments.
these ordinances of God? They are not the rising o
the setting of the sun ; not the coming in the n'o

a constellation of stars; nor the approach of ~
with the smell of sweet earth, nor the wooing ONjS
south wind. Those are not God’s ordinances. *
not human love, where spirit meets with the sp'rlefd
blends in the unspeakable mystery of loving and Dut
loved ; that is not one of God’s ordinances. But i@
are they? Take out the floor of the tabernac
the space below with zinc, and fill it with watcr’
down into it and come up out of it—that isan oral ~
or take bread and break it, and wine, and Pa@( it
around; that is an ordinance of God. Thin* y
Oh, how little, how poor, how wanting in magni
religion in its conception of God. Is it thinkab "™
the maker of the seven stars and the solar year 1 »
more in the baptismal pool than he is in the & p
loving her child ? Is he any more in the bread /j
broken by the hands of the priests, and the wine g
poured, than he is in the honest handclasp or <s@#
friends? Is he any more in one place than he .Yy
another, or in one thing than he is in another, s
because the priests have said he is ?

I resent the littleness of these conceptions ne
they are unjust to man and degrading to
may respect the priest in his functions, lhe .jrf
preacher in his attempts to reach the secret 0 V.
and make men better by holding up the ideal ; bLLIJt '
call the man with his priestly robes God’s anf,)mﬁl)tﬁS
any more than you would call the man with blacs
apron God’s anointed?

If God is partial to the men that pray on the ~
and take up collections everywhere, and not to t
and woman that work and toil, then we want
God. Let us defend the honor of the infinite.

God never told us the secret of himself, and 'v si
he never wanted us to know. Living, then, Ifnctiof!
there were no God, what would be wanting as sa |j h
for the right, the just, and the true? What wo
lacking as an inspiration or support of the mora . pt
L'nder that conception truth would be what we “
not revelation, not something to be believed, t®
thing to be discovered. After all, it may be { ~
great value of truth is not in knowing it; it is IQ,
ing to know it; it is not so much in possession 0
as it is in the pursuit of it. The world has alwa*
able to find out enough for immediate use.

Can a man serve God? What does the a
mean ? We have heard it all our lives ; tn° sai"
of ministers this minute are imploring people ?
God. What does it mean? Can we benefit '
injure him ? Can we bring anything to him tha (d
not already ? Can we take anything away ‘r°, sefj
and diminish his stores? If we take the words p
God,” and seek the meaning, what is there in t® | jg
know it is worked into song and hymn and rtI<Of
literature and orations and rhetoric, and is pa? "etf
common intellectual life—-the idea of serving f ~¢:0"
what do we mean by that? Loving him ; What,",
mean by it? It is more important to love d®'ﬁ6\
and children than to love God. It is more imi(—‘;(gg_
serve one’s neighbor and friend than to serve ’
maybe that is what loving God and serving God r .
means after all. it

As to morals. If we are to live as if there
God, nothing is taken away from the sanction i3
doing, because the moral standard of the worl $
that is filled up out of experience. The world rewriejJ
any conception of morals until it reached it by eNPAIS,

-by experiment— by trying. The thing tha
virtue in one age becomes a vice in another; r(
was once considered a vice comes to be regard ft
virtue. The world never needed other revelat* ,
experience. noA'

There is a natural morality, and there is ar. 1 , tk
morality. The unnatural morality is the I'l ~ri
comes to us by revelation, and is useless i° i™a[jC5
A man may conform to all the prescribed ordin”c;
the Church and not be any better, being worse
he has made the pretension of being better>

Wn re<
Out the'
mert, ;
i0 sav
menv
Is the
dir K

$$

~Niifid

ashamend.’

Unore



What a*
mising”

R

ng °Ite
Jit a3
and bef
But»*

aacle.,1;
-jtert ».

PR 5, 1900

sgy 'V'?.seeks to do the right thing, the fair thing, the

n° highe In”Y' needs ar)y other morality, and can perform
It © rservice to man and to God.

is my belief that religion dinn Of people
force of the world. Suppose the m and the
that are satisfied with the Church hope to win
Church service and its requirements,* taken away
heaven and shun hell that way, should ha ntheir
romthem this morality, and be throw had t0 Work
*Whresources, and should be told th Y atone-
°uttheir own salvation ; that there w- ... tbey had
"ent>any faith that could save them ro condition,
save themselves. Suppose that was u ,, |f that

Jbenwhat would men do? They would say. ™~ Qrder
s Ihe case, the thing for us to see to be
°)r Wes in such a way that everybody else my ~

PR BErah B e by envhing

u thllnk markind could save this world in a little while,
jhe guidanc°n”-Wdnt;ed tO > but mankind has been under
it Do-'m  tke Church, looking to the sky for help.
i e e if*11 when God left us in ignorance of
anythin>VIt 1° U* a revelation, without a church, without
P°ssiblef\i'Ve cou3d honestly call particularly divine, is it
temple  j* meant us to make of the whole world a

World 1 fi 1 _°fall life a divine service? This is a great

Marvel of" 1 tke Powers that toil for it ; think of the
glory of t| e morning and the evening; think of the
Sft light n,orning and evening star, of the Hoods of
miracle the moon rises ; of the mystery, of the

hy sprion ae Sf°ry to be revealed in a few more weeks
'v'thto-(j” and t'le succession that links all to-morrows
the minig ' °tthe great human heart, the human brain;
ambition ehngf °t love, the light of intelligence, the
Vondrm, ° tbe human mind ; think of it all ; itis a
"B Kund~~frows divine °1~ world ; and then think
Presefk f&r red years not one of us wiil be here in the
fusvTiIIbae88ﬂg many years less than that the
are — " We have not been here lont
Passarrp*? more than half-way across. In that, brief
barney f rorn tbe dusk to the twilight, in that little
dore  yyP1bhe mystery to the mystery, what have we
ac' p hat ideal is before us; what must we have
slips fr IS ed 1° he able to say, when the sceptre of life
have tried ° Uf ~rasP>" We wielded it well ” ? We must
°f tR- to help human life, to increase the happiness
fellow WOrld’ to take off the burdens that lie upon our

°I’]1/thirrr1]’%. that is the only thing worth doing— the
Phiya kjtw what _ think 2 | think that right here
inugh as " ‘s>with the present folks, there is

Spy thP? T r and enough justice to make everybody
?°tplt a deserves to be, and those that don’'t we need
'l yet;’ °r even think about. But we have not got t
S erwin'é do n°t know how it is to be done, and we
unt'l”6t at ¥ aud will never know how it is to be
°'t force* "i'e S*°P servimg an unknown, and exerting
Y-QoplanS*a onfr lines that lead into mystery ; until we
S stere"**” °Ur bves ™ accordance with a map drawn
'v'th refer’iyPcd by the priests, and arrange our lives
» As tQ ctce to the human needs that lie about us.
Rftg asS#vati°n. How are we going to be saved,
tISdfromwere no God? Saved from what?
J'en we *la ~°d ? If we live as if there were no God,
°ctring p° n°t have to be saved from him. That
Ptofits ; salvation is a bugbear devised for priests’
Sceiv'e flrsf conceive of an angry God, and then
«*Sstson a salvation which they have for sale. The
j); rd J es not need to think of salvation ; he can
Pass It bv.  ga|yation, that is not the concern
Binalinest soul’  The concern of an honest soul is
i\ kar of j 1~ ° anybody here, or mingle any bitterness
Uty fbe (pr "an” beart or life by anything one does.
nd to M ,are>3 will say, if it comes it will be time to
-2V- il then- J. E. Roberts.
Seeker (New York).

to /a,d the sanctimonious clergyman, “are you not
“\j are v 'acey°ur living playing poker?” “Hull! you
Lhimen we , rY much alike,” replied the unregenerate man.
Sthere :°. a.g°od hand we don’t care to accept a call

s a raise with it.”— Troy Times.
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The Poor Man’s Prayer.

Protect me, Lord, from these thy saints, the sanctimonious
few;

Oh ! save me from their clutches when my mortgages come
due.

Oh ! put me not into the hands of these, the men of woe,

Who call this earth a “ vale of tears,” and strive to make it so.

Oh ! guard me from the blue-nosed good who lend at ten per
cent.

And take a thousand-dollar lien for ninety dollars lent.

Make me, instead, the debtor of some man with human
taints ;

At any rale, protect me, Lord, from these thy modern saints.

Their thoughts arc far from mortal life, they never, never
sin ;

They strive to bring to righteousness the very men they skin ;

They never go a step astray ; they never deign to smile ;

They sin not, and they only aim to castigate the vile.

But, OI1! why should they count it best with cold and holy
arts

To rivet sheet-iron shields around their hard and stony
hearts ?

Their ears are deaf enough, God wot, to pleadings and com-
plaints,

And so | pray protect me, Lord, from these thy modern
saints.

Oh ! save me from the sanctified, the too uncommon good,

Who tell us what we shouldn’t do and preach us what we
should;

Those saints who squeeze a dollar twice and wear cheap
aureoles )

Will take our children’s bread, and then attempt to save our
souls !

Give nic, instead, a worldly man with some few healthy
stains

That shows he has the common blood of manhood in his
veins

And heart that swells enough sometimes to overthrow con-
straints ;

But in my need protect me, Lord, from self-appointed saints !
—Judge. -

Church-Schoolism.

T he publication of the remarkable figures as to the decrease
of voluntary contributions for Church schools has evidently
upset tlie equanimity of the Church Educational Authorities.
Mr. Lionel Thompson, the Secretary of the Church Schools
Aid Association, for the Norwich diocese, telegraphed off in
hot haste on Wednesday to Sir John Gorst, and drew from
the Vice-President a reply within the hour that voluntary
contributions to Church schools for 1899 had risen to ,£600,286.
Whereupon he (Mr. Thompson) has triumphantly announced
to his diocese that the predictions that the aid grant would go
to save the pockets of voluntary subscribers have been abso-
lutely falsified, and that this increase in subscriptions proves
that the money has been “expended to the last penny ” in
increasing efficiency. It becomes necessary for us to extend
the figures we gave the other day, so as to include these
figures for last year, now given by Sir John Gorst. This
time we confine the figures to Church schools only. The
voluntary contributions previously recorded were : “ 1896,
,£643,386 ; 1897, £632,906 ; 1898, £585,945.” Now we
have to add : “ 1899, £600,286.”

This, it will be seen, is a slight increase on 1898 ; but it
leaves the total still more than £43,000 below what was
received in 1896, the year before the dole. But there is
another factor to he taken into account. The number of
children in average attendance at Church schools is not
stationary. It increases as the population of Church school
districts increases. During 1898 it went up 11,490, at a cost
of £2 2s. 4d. per child ; making an increased expenditure of
over £24,000. So that the increase of subscriptions during
1899 not only does not make up for the fall which followed
the dole, but is not even a normal increase sufficient to keep
pace with the increase of population. Even allowing for
grants earned by these additional children (of which the
average for Voluntary schools is 19s. Sd. per head), this
nominal increase in subscriptions vanishes by comparison
with increased expenditure. We are afraid that Mr.
Thompson must revise his statement as to the “ last penny”
in the light of this continued deficit of £43,100, as compared
with 1896. To that amount the dole is still going, as ever}
impartial person knew it would go, to save the,pockets of
the voluntary subscribers.

—Daily News.

“ What is life ?” asked the professor of the class in moral

ethics. “ The absence of death,” replied a youthful philo-
sopher. And the professor let it go at that.— Chicago Daily
News.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

[N otices of Lectures, etc., must reach us byfirst post on Tuesday
and be marked “ Lecture Notice," i f not sent on post-card,\

LONDON.

The Athenaeum Hall (73 Tottenham Court-road, W .): 7.30,
W. Heaford, "Religion and Revenge.”

Camberwell (North Camberwell Hall, 61 New Church-road):
7.30, G. W. Foote, " The Lord of Hosts and the Prince of Peace.”

South London Ethical Society (Masonic Hall, Camberwell
New-road): 7, J. McCabe, “ The Bible in the Board Schools.”

Open-air Propaganda.

Station-road (Camberwell): 11.30, R. P. Edwards.

Brockwell Park : 3.15, R. P. Edwards.

Peckham Rye: 3.15, E. Pack.

Battersea Park Gates: U.30. A lecture.

Mile End Waste: 11.30, A. B. Moss, “What Do Christians
Believe ?”

Victoria Park (near the Fountain): 3.13, A. B. Moss, “ The
Claims of Freethought.”

West Ham Branch (Stratford Grove): 7.30, A. B. Moss.

Hyde Park (near Marble Arch) : 11.30, A lecture.

COUNTRY i

Birmingham Branch (Prince of Wales Assembly Rooms):
H. Thompson—11, “Insect Mimicry" (illustrated with actual
specimens); 7, “ A Candle : Its Wonderful Story ” (illustrated by
experiments).

Chatham Secular Society (Queen's-road, New Brompton):
245, Sunday School ; 7, Charles Watts, “ Can a Scientist be a
Christian ?”

Glasgow (iio Brunswick-street): J. M. Robertson—11.30,
“The Problem of the Gospel Jesus”; 2.30, "The Morality of
Empire 6.3s, " God in Politics.”

Liverpool (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square): 7, Mr. Labou-
chere, “The Jew as a Trader.”

Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockingham-
street): Ernest Evans—3, "The Social Life of Animals”; 7, “A
Visit to Holland, and What | Saw There.” Tea at 5.

South Shields (Captain Duncan’s Navigation Schools, Market-
place) : 7, A reading.

Lecturers’ Engagements.
C. Cohen, 17 Osborne-road, High-road, Leyton.—April 22,
Pontypridd. 24, Cardiff.

Arthur B. Moss, 44 Credon-road, London, S.E.—April 22
m., Mile End ; a., Victoria Park ; e., Stratford. May 6, m.,
Camberwell; a., Brockwell Park. 13, a., Peckham Rye; c.,
Brockwell Park. June 17, e., Stratford. 24, m., Camberwell;
a., Peckham Rye.

H. Percy Ward, 2 Leamington-place, George-street, Balsall
Heath, Birmingham. —April 22, Northampton. 29, Birmingham.
May 20, Birmingham. 27, Northampton. June 10, Birmingham.
17, Northampton. July 1, Birmingham. 15, Northampton. 22,
Birmingham.

F. A. Davies, 63 Lion-street, S.E.—April 29, m., Camberwell;
a., Brockwe | Park. May 6, m., Clerkenwell Green ; a., Finsbury
Park. 13, m., Hyde Park; e., ICilburn. 20, a., Peckham
Rye; e., Brockwell Park. 27, m., Westminster.

POSITIVISM.

“Reorganisation, without god or hing, by the systematic
worship of Humanity."

Information and publications on the Religion of Humanity
may be obtained free on application to the Church of
Humanity, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

Frice One Shilling.

THE HOUSE OF DEATH.

Being Funeral Orations, Addresses, etc.

By COLONEL INGEESOLL.

Beautifully Printed on Fine Thick Paper and Handsomely Bound.

London : The Freethought Publishing Company, Limited,
1 Stationers’ Hall Court, E.C,

APRIL 22, 1900

Works by the late R. G. Ingersoll-

The House of Death. W hat is Religion? Al
Funeral Orations and Ad- Is Suicide a Sin? 2d.
dresses, is. Last W ords on Suicide

Mistakes of Moses, IS. God and the State. 2" 7

The Devil. 6d. W hy am | an Agnosl

Superstition. 6d. Part I. 2d.

Defence of Freethought. Why am | an Agnostt
A Five Hours' Speech at the Part Il. 2d. . j
Trial of C. I= Reynolds for FLith and Fact. ReP'
Blasphemy. 6d. Dr. Field. 2d. .u

Shakespeare. 6d. God and Man. Second

to Dr. Field. 2d.
The Dying Creed. 2d.

Repl Glad . With The Limits of TolerM,"'
ZF] yﬁﬁodu&iosnmg‘f G. W. A Discussion with the »
Foote. 4d. F. D. Couderl and Gov.

Rome or Reason ? A Reply Woodford. 2d. id

to Cardinal Manning. 4d. Household of Faith.
Art and Morality,

The Gods. 6d.
The Holy Bible. Cd.

Crimes against Criminals.
3d. Do | Blaspheme ? 2d.
Oration on Walt W hitman. 'Social Salvation. 24 a
3d. Marriage and Divorce-
Oration on Voltaire. 3d. Skulls. 2d.
Abraiiam Lincoln. 3d. The Great Mistake.

Live Topics, id. ,
Myth and Miracle. 1

Paine the Pioneer. 2d.
Humanity's Debt to T homas

Paine. 2d. Real Blasphemy. id
Ernest Renan and Jesus 1

Christ. 2d. Christ and Miracles. t,
Three Philanthropists. 2d. Creeds and SpiRitUA
Love the Redeemer. 2d. id.

London : The Freethought Publishing Company, Liw'le™
i Stationers' Hall Court, E.C. -

FLOWERS OF FREETHOUGR1

0. W. Foote.

First Series (cloth), 2s. 6d.

Contents :—OIld Nick—Fire !'! I—Sky Pilots— Devil Dotae
Fighting Spooks—Damned Sinners—Where is Hell?— SPWijii
and Hell—Is Spurgeon in Heaven?—Godin Japan—
Providence— Gone to God— Thank God—Judgment i
Shelley’s Atheism—Long Faces—Our Father—Wait T3
Die—Dead Theology— Mr. Gladstone on Devils—Huxleys tF
take—The Gospel of Freethought—On Ridicule—Who f?rei((
Blasphemers ?—Christianity and Common Sense—The ot
Hosts— Consecrating the Colors—Christmas in Holloway™
Who Killed Christ?—Did Jesus Ascend?— e Risirg S°teY
Paul’s Veracity—No Faith with Heretics—The Logic of T
tion—Luther and the Devil—Bible English—Living by * »
Victor Hugo—Desecrating a Church—Walt Whitman—
and the Bible—Christ’s Old Coat— Christ’s Coat, Nunibel
Scotched, Not Slain—God-Making—God and the Wea o
Miracles—A Real Miracle—Jesus on Women—Paul on W°
Mother’s Religion.

Second Series (cloth), 2s. 6d.

Contents : Luscious Piety— The Jewish Sabbath— ,
—Professor Stokes on Immortality—Paul Bert—CpDVe (i80F
Corpse—Bradlaugh’s Ghost- 1 Christand Brotherhood—The n
of God—Melchizedek—S'w’elp me God— Infidel
Atheists Cruel 7—Are Atheists Wicked ?—Rain Doctors"
Puerilities— "Thus saith the Lord”—Believe or be Nid
Christian Charity—Religion and Money—Clotted BoAl pf
Bacon on Atheism—Christianity and Slavery—Christ Up ™ 4»
—Secularism and Christianity—Altar and Throne—Martin i
—The Praise of Folly—A Lost Soul—Happy in Hell—The gp
God—Keir Hardie on Christ—Blessed be ye Poor _CoilV.
Infidels—Mrs. Booth’s Ghost—Talmage 0l the BID5 gy’
Besant on Death and After—The Poets and Liberal Thce. ygP
Christianity..and.Labor— Duelliimg—An Easter Egg for Chf'sy
—Down among the Dead Men—Smirching a Hero—Hit
and Jesus Christ—Jehovah the Ripper—The Parsons
Wage—Did Bradlaugh Backslide? — Frederic Hat*ls";:,‘]
Atheism—Save the Bible t—Forgjve and Forget—The '
Bethlehem—The Great Ghost—Atthekm and the Frenbh fAQS
tion—Piggottism—Jesus at the Derby—Atheist Murdefl
Religion for Eunuchs— Rose-Water Religion. s

London : The Freethought Publishing Company, Liﬂl‘Lte
1 Stationers’ Hall Court, E.C.
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THE

BXH of god

*n the Light of the Higher Criticism.
N Specml Referenceio D ean Farrar’s New Apology.
By G. W. FOOTE.

Introduction—The Bible Canon—The Bible and
tl'oudV" “Flrac'cs and Witchcraft— The Bible and Free-
Ain !"florals and Manners— Political and Social Progress

Urctiafion—The %estimeny of jesus—Tihe Bible and the
ngland—An Oriental Book— Fictitious Supremacy.

Q

SR, dMUrcad with great pleasure your Book @ God. \ ou have

lion MIhPerfect clearness the absurdity of Dean Farrar s posi-

ecau/Nii°?gratulate you on your book. It will do %reat good,
t!

beaK®'1 15 filled with the best of sense expressed with force and
@ * Col. Rt Qt Jngersoll.

ofei™ lumewe strongly recommend......Ought to be inthe hands
¢ KM’\earneSt and sincere inquirer.”—Reynolds s A ewspaper,

Pigira; Foote takes the Dean’s eloquence to pieces, and grinds
yarmm%to poweder. His style, as a whole, is characterised
" honesty and clearness. —Ethital “World.

Ireb'sisandt’ °"?e incisive, logical, and vivacious'...... Keen

A novels .sometimes cutting sarcasm...... More interesting than
"Mr p  -~Literary Guide.

Possess™0 'S a g°°d writer—as good as there is anywhere.
JLany s.,IiS an excellent literetiy styWe, eiiid whiett he heS 1O _Sat

V= ofieCl S Y e interesting- and improving- His
ean Farrar's answers fully justifies the purpose for
written.”— Truthsccker (New York),

ondon *tu . -
« t he Freethought Publishing Company, Limited,

1 Stationers’ Hall Court. E.C.

N ~-MALTHUSIANISM IS, | BELIEVE,
MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND PRACTICE
g OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

R-holmes, m.m.lI., m.v.s.,, m.n.s.s.

“hich jt w

Ti~g

' portrait ,autograph, hound in cloth, gilt lettered.
” orderto icé is., pO'stfree.
RN fhe information within the reach of the poor, the

at °NE pFarts o0 Gle book are issued in a pamphlet of 112
*p, fintiOn NRY, post free 2d. Copies of the pamphlet for

K)¥ ARtiO -f d°zen post free.
~s Pam,sli. . former of Septembern4, 1892, says: “ M.
KO''\)ﬁ\l:}arn'ﬁ‘'Qt'"'--is an aImost-u:ne;eseptielau;el-stati4'-\44-:4:»(—9!-&[5|
lI>eNra*feeHn" Rleory ai'd practice......and throughout appeals
iast, e°-Malth ~ "'1'fie special value of Mr. Holmes’ service to
Bve comh;USan ?ause and to human well-being generally is
of jtCd and na“on in his pamphlet of a plain statement of the
gqr means'!!O™* 7ecd for family limitation with a plain account
Tl °fthe y which it can be secured, and an offer to all con-
W le Coun[.refilllshes at the lowest possible prices.”
Jvh)and otl ** tie Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr.
£,0°°trade have also spoken of it in very high terms.
' 0~c 'PPhedby R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London,
1N~ "tors should be sent to the author,

°LMes, hanney, wantage, berks.

aites’ Liver Pills.

«&>«> family MedicinériTtheWorld. « | c«,«Liv.r.
y>and all Stomach Diseases effectually.

Heart Troubles and Cardiac Complaintsfem ale

n Anaemia, etc. is. i/xd. and 2s. gd. per box.
40r 33stamps. Directions with each box.

TtiWAITES, Herbalist, Stockton-on-Tees.

h'*IN th n
>er °Ue)” -rS.People’s Dentist, 335 Strand (opposite Somerset
i “iflpieSet, ~/h-ETH on VULCANITE, 2s. 6d. each; upper or
elll"0h?d in fcur K St Quality, 4s. each ; upper or lower, £2.
sar&es Us- If nours when required ; repairing or alterations
°Ppin‘ Teel>y°u pay more than the above, they are fancy
is-6d .°n Platinum, 7s. 6d. each ; on 18 ct. gold, 15s.;
' e e*traction, is. ; painless by gas, 5s,
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Fpeethought Works.

Suicide. By David Hume. A powerful essay, first published
after the author’s death, and not included in ordinary editions
of his writings. 2d.

Letters to the Clergy. By G.W. Foote. Subjects Creation
—The Believing Thief on the Cross—The Atonement—Old
Testament Morality— Inspiration—Credentials of the Gospel—
Miracles—Prayer. 128 pp., is.

Flowers Of Freethought. (First Series.) By G. W. Foote.
Fifty-one essays on a variety of Freethought topics. 214 pp.,
cloth, 2s. fid.

Flowers of Freethought. (Second Series.) By G. W. Foole.
Fifty-eight essays on a further variety of Freethought topics.
302 pp., cloth, 2s. 6d.—These two volumes of Flowers form
together a complete Garden of Freelhought. Every aspect of
Reason and Faith is treated somewhere, and always in a popular
style. Contains much of the author’s best writing.

John Morley as a Freethinker. By G. w. Foote. Valuable
references to Mr. Morley’s writings. Good for Freethinkers to
read first, and then lend to their Christian friends. 2d.

Is Socialism Sound? Four Nights’ Public Debate between
G. W. Foote and Annie Besant. Verbatim, and revised by
both disputants, is.; superior edition in cloth, 2s.

The Sign Of the Cross. A Candid Criticism of Mr. Wilson
Barrett's Play, showing its gross partiality and its ridiculous
historic inaccuracy, with special reference to the (probab(y)
forged passage in Tacitus and the alleged Neronic massacre of
Christians. Handsomely printed, 6d.

The Birth Of Christ. From the original Life ofJesus by the
famous Strauss. With an introduction by G. W. Foote. A
most thorough Analysis and Exposure of the Gospel Story by a
Master Hand. 6d.

Christianity and Secularism. Public Debate between G. W.
Foote and Rev. Dr. McCann. Verbatim Report, revised by
both disputants, is.; superior edition in cloth, is. fid.

Bible Heroes. From Adam to Paul. By G. W. Foote. In-
structive, interesting, amusing and honest; in fact, the only
honest book on the subject. 200 pp., cloth, 2s. 6d.

The Grand Old Book. A Reply to the Grand Old Man. By
G. W. Foote. An Exhaustive Answer to Mr. Gladstone’s
Impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture.  is.; cloth edition, is. 6d.

Will Christ Save Us? By G. W. Foote. An Examination of the
Claims of Jesus Christ to be considered the Saviorof the World.
Contains much Historic Information on Slavery, the Position of
Woman, General Social Progress, and the advance of Science
and Freethought in opposition to Christian bigotry. 6d.

Darwin on God. By G. W. Foote. A full and minute account
of Darwin’s mental development, with a brief Memoir of his
grandfather, the famous Erasmus Darwin ; containing all the
passages in Darwin's works, and in his Life and Letters, bear -
ing directly or indirectly on the subject of religion. Every
Freethinker should have, and keep, a copy of this important
little volume. 6d.; cloth, is.

Footsteps Of the Past. Valuable Essays in the Evolution of
Religion and Ethics. By J. M. Wheeler. With a Preface by
G. W. Foote. Cloth, 3s.

Inildel Death-Beds. By G. W. Foote. Second edition, revised
and much enlarged. Contains authentic debiils of the last hours
of sixty-twb historic Freethinkers, and in most cases a sketch
of their lives. Precise references given in every instance.
Sd.; cloth, is. 3d.

Comic Sermons and other Fantasias. By G. W Foote. A
selection of the author’s best satirical writings. Contents:—
A Sermon ou Summer—A Mad Sermon—A Sermon on Sin—A
Bishop i:i the Workhouse—A Christmas Sermon—Christmas
Eve in Heaven—Bishop Trimmer’s Sunday Diary—The Judge
and the Devil—Satan and Michael—The First Christmas—
Adam’s Breeches—The Fall of Eve—Joshua and Jericho—A
Baby God—Judas lIscariot. Sd.

Defence of Freethought. By Colonel Ingersoll. A Grand
Speech, occupying four hours in delivery, made in defence ol
Mr. Reynolds, who was prosecuted for Blasphemy in New
Jersey. 6d.

Defence Of Free Speech. By G. W. Foote. Three hours'
address to the Jury In the Court of Queen s Bench before Lord
Coleridge, in answer to an Indictment for Blasphemy on account
of certain issues of the Freethinker. Carefully revised, with an
important Preface and Footnotes. 4d.

The Holy Bible. By Colonel Ingersoli. A Masterpiece of
Popular Criticism ; one of Ingersoll's greatest efforts. 6d.

London : The Freethought Publishing Company, Limited,
1 Stationers’ Hall Court, E.C.

New York Life Insurance Company,
TRAFALGAR SQUARE, LONDON, W.C.

Mr. Charles Watts, having been officially appointed as repre-
sentative of the above Company, will be pleased to effect a Life
Insurance for Freethinkers who may desire it.

Premiums are exceedingly moderate, and all Policies are incon-
testable from date of issue.

Mr. Watts can thoroughly recommend this Company, as its
Policies cover good and safe Investments, and a person can
secure both Insurance and Money at Moderate Interest for about
the same price usually paid for insurance alone.

For full particulars send to Charles Watts, 24 Carminia-
road, Balham, London, S.W,
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PRICE FOURPENCE.

REPLY TO GLADSTONE
By COLONEL INGERSOLL.

A New Edition. Handsomely Printed.

This is one of Ingersoll’s masterpieces. The encounter with Gladstone drew forth all his powers. In \op.c>“9f‘r
illustration, and controversial dexterity, this pamphlet is almost, if not quite, unrivalled. It also contains §
passages of superb poetry. Freethinkers should read it frequently. It will furnish them with hints and P
in their friendly discussions with Christians. They should likewise lend it to their orthodox friends wne
they have an opportunity.

LONDON : THE FREETIIOUGHT PUBLISHING COMPANY, LIMITED,
1 Stationers’ Hall Court, E.C.

Ingersoll’s Last Lecture. NOW READY.
“WHAT IsT eLIGION?” A New Edition
' oF
Au Address delivered before the American Free Religious ,
Association, at Boston, June 2, iSqq. INGERSOLL S
Freethinkers should keep a copy of this Lecture always by k M I STAKES OF M OSES
them. It was Ingersoll's last utterance on the subject of o

religion. It shows him to have been a “ rank Atheist” to the f in stiffran@
very end. Moreover, it is a summary of his life's teaching, Handsomely printed on good paper and bound in stiff pap®

and embalms his ripest thought. Price One Shilling.
PRICE TWOPENCE.
London: The Freethought Publishing Company, Limited, Also an Edition de Luxe

1 Stationers’ Hall Court, E.C.

TWO SPECIAL LINES

THAT CANNOT BE BEATEN,

Printed on Superfine Paper and Elegantly Bound iR CloL’
Price Half-a-Crown.

d
London : The Freethought Publishing Company, Li®&*
i Stationers’ Hall Court, E.C.

Ingersoll’s Great Lecture-
Men’s Lounge Suits in two Qualities.

21s. and 25s. per Suit. T H E D E V | A

Black, Navy Brown, Fawn, or Grey. All in hard
wearing Cloths and the very latest Shades. Price 6d. post free.

i e aed.
Size I 2 3 4 5 6 7 London : The Kreethought Publishing Company, Li®*e

1 Stationers' Hall Court, E.C.
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Length
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If you want an inexpensive Suit, the above are two .. Wf
The 4 pp. Supplement comprising a summary 1
lines that | strongly recommend to all my
friends, prices having been cut down to. the Joseph McCabe of Professor Ernst Haeckel's ™ e

very lowest point. masterly work, DIE WELTRATHSEL (THE
Id
RIDDLE), is now published separately, price

Special line in Costume Cloths. Two full Costume .
post I'/id.

Lengths for 21s. carriage paid. Or a Costume made
to measure for 21s. This is worth your attention. London: Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-sU®’
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