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Difficulty of Progress.

Hook

Tllg
refor SOWness of progress is a common lament with
whomers and a fam'lar cry in the ears of those to
the m taeT aPpeal. Young enthusiasts, convinced of
°the °UCmeSS tf*efr views, and burning to convert
pa, rs to their view, rush into the theatre of active pro-
‘E’Tniafia qertain that the mere enunciat@on of their

t, nswill command assent, and that the inauguration
adflvé m'~ean'urn is a mere matter of a few years of
adveV ~Nack'nff ar|d are naturally disheartened that its
tion n .Is Postponed indefinitely. Then comes the reac-
out Of ‘'tithusiasm is repfaced by despair, and many drop

thew 16 ran”s °f active workers, determined to let
itsni,°rr as Heine said of individuals, “ go to hell in
g Va fashion.”

able Clpl con(fition of things is both natural and inevit-
Very Progress is bound to be difficult, because the
and WA° sh°uld be most interested in it,
refOm! 10 Would be most benefited by the suggested
the tn S’ are exactly those who show least interest in
interes®tVNmen,:-- N % the ill-educated who take least
sium S *n matter of education ; the dwellers in
questi~r°Perty who show least concern in the housing
man who is hide-bound by the narrow

°PPon ISm °/ ~Nis reli&ious beliefs who is the greatest
~callent to intellectual freedom. And it is inevitable,
t\yJj ,e One cannot hope, in the course of a year or
beea overturn the feelings and instincts that have
charge, 1 ¥ UP by centuries of training of a contrary
generapr' ~Ye can only hope, at best, to elevate one
althQu !°n a tittle above its immediate predecessor ; and.
Sngfe':\'\the ambuht HE elVAtisR %rr@d'fd'tfr\ﬁlj h
c’mpi€? enerati°n becomes greater as we acquire a more
al\vays U c°ntrol over natural forces, still it must
7ehinH 6 small compared to the heredity that lies

Yetth individual- . o

a sign ec?mpiaint that progress is very slow is, in itself,
Ystory ° Injprovement. In looking over past human
idea Of notbing is more striking than the fact that the
Hole Ojr°£ressias a conception running throughout the
earlierS?Clety> is essentially a modern phenomenon.
to a Sej r tlrnes the conception of progress was limited
fi>e prevGV 7ew* The mass of the people looked upon
aad jrreai In8&f conditions and institutions as being fixed
~eir reli»;0Vak*e’ and acquiesced in the teachings of

flier —— 1ULUIVAAU xiuu LAwwn piwaowu
The °w*a-days this state of things is changed.
abd gif r °‘ ,PlO&ress is present with people of all ranks
?° sfron ° a It*°nS’ and’ although with many it is not
Is at ~e”aS One would wish, still it is there, and that
lie «aSt s°mething. What has to be done is by
‘ess of ft, — to Muick@n the dormant activities of the
Ibat tbev 16 Population, to brighten their intelligence so
aid rema-ma” be no longer easily led after false issues,
Itis In blind to their real and permanent interests.
rapid clev , at tbe chief difficulty, in the way of more
Vant of e °Prnent, is either a want of thinking or a
m°re indi,TtHeria'S “or thinking. There is probably
°Ner Per'HUa fbinking going on now than at any

narlfly be' human history. Men’s eyes are con-
"ed with °Pened to new issues, and their minds
j Want of ~nowledge. The chief difficulty is that
In‘ts ex dfl>niteness of thought and want of courage

es'tancy pssiOn- All along the line there is a cowardly
°d an eqO sPea”~'ng out what one believes to be true,
N°. 973 y cowardly or indolent fear of arousing
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unpleasant consequences by so doing. It is to-day as
W. R. Greg declared nearly thirty years ago :—

“ Our social atmosphere is thick and hazy with insin-
cerities and unrealities. We bow down before false gods,
and we profess ignoble creeds ; and, what is almost worse,
we neither heartily worship the one nor honestly believe
the other. We are not exactly bad, but neither are we
strong nor true. The religion we profess has for one of
its most significant and salient features the denunciation
of wealth as a trust or a pursuit. Yet in England and
America, perhaps the two most sincerely Christian
nations in the world—one the cradle, the other the off-
spring of Puritanism—the passion liliest to a national
one is money-getting ; not the effort after competence or
comfort, but the pushing, jostling, trampling struggle
for vast possessions or redundant affluence.”

We are so afraid of following out our opinions to
their logical conclusions, so fearful of offending this
party or not pleasing the other, so anxious to conciliate
interests that ought not to be conciliated, or smooth
down feelings that do not deserve consideration, that a
good deal of the thinking actually done altogether fails
to produce its proper fruits. On the one side, profess-
ing Christians believe in Jesus without feeling quite
certain what it was that he taught, how it was that he
taught it. or even if he ever lived to teach anything at
all.  And, on the other side, one meets with numbers
of professing Rationalists who reject religious beliefs,
and yet talk vaguely about the *“ sublime figure of
Jesus,” the “ valuable influence of Christianity,” or the
necessity of examining religious beliefs in a thoroughly
reverential spirit.

It is this indecision and timidity that makes progress
so extremely slow and so extremely difficult. Definite-
ness of thought and action is the essential condition
of steady development, and it is precisely the
quality in which we are most wanting. And here,
again, the growth of knowledge tends to defeat itself.
A man who only looks at the world from one stand-
point is not likely to have his mind disturbed by con-
flicting views, and therefore, when he does act, is likely
to proceed much more confidently than one whose
breadth of knowledge gives him a perception of the
world’s many-sidedness. His very knowledge is apt to
give him pause, to dull the “ native hue of resolution,”
and teach that the world is not to be won in a day, or
human nature changed in the twinkling of an eye.

Take only one illustration out of many thatonight be
given. The problem of crime appears an easy one to
solve to the man in the street. To lock up the wrong-
doer, to subject him to a certain unpleasant discipline
for a given period, and then once more turn him loose,
appears to be the average man’s philosophy on the sub-
ject. The delightful simplicity of the theory is only
equalled by the emphasis of its enunciation. But, alas !
the great difficulty is not to lock up the criminal, but
how to deal with him afterwards, and how to deal with
his associates, defective education and a bad social
environment. And here, again, itis the man who realises
what a complex thing human nature is— how varied and
involved are the forces of which the criminal is the pro-
duct, who will often pause where others, less wise, will
rush on. The world seems a simple place to the child—
not quite so simple to the youth who has learned a little
geography, chemistry, and biology— hardest and most
complex of all to the man who has grown grey in its
study and old in its service. Wise men tread carefully
where fools rush headlong; and if the latter class
arrests first attention we may console ourselves with the
reflection that, after all, it is the slow, cautious foot-
steps of the wise man that leave the most permanent
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impress on life’s path— not the bounding, rapid steps of
unthinking childhood.

But, although the world improves slowly, still it
improves. We may commit the same kind of errors
and indiscretions as of old ; but it is upon a somewhat
weaker scale. Bigotry exists now as it has always
existed, and many people are made to feel its influence.
But bigotry no longer stands naked and unashamed.
It apologises for its existence, and surrounds its action
with a number of excuses of a more or less satisfactory
character. And this is aclear gain. The very necessity
for justification shows the presence of an opposing spirit ;
and that this opposite temper gains ground is plain to
all.  And, as | have already said, when one bears in
mind the nature of the forces that must, even under the
most favorable circumstances, be against advanced
ideas— the unfamiliarity of the doctrines preached, the
ancestral influences that have made man what he is ;
when we place the infinitesimal present against the
almost infinite past, and when we finally bear in mind
that the permanence of certain ideas and feelings means
a modification of the actual nervous structure of man,
then there need be little surprise that we cannot trans-
form human nature in the course of a single generation.

It is enough thatsomethingcan be done. It is enough
to realise that, if the acquisition of knowledge bids us
pause, fuller knowledge shows us when and how to
act, and that our action becomes all the more con-
clusive because of the knowledge of which it is the
expression. There is, too, the important considera-
tion that the rate of progress is not constant— that it is
being constantly accelerated. We traverse in a genera-
tion a distance it would once have taken a century to
cross. There is a greater distance between ourselves
and the people of the eighteenth century than there
was between them and the contemporaries of Shake-
speare. Our rate of progress is dependent upon the
knowledge at our disposal, and the sum-total of avail-
able knowledge increases with the labors of each genera-
tion.

It is essential, however, that we do not delude our-
selves with the belief that the mere getting of know-
ledge is equal to an increase of intellectual power. The
value of knowledge lies in its assimilation by a properly
disciplined mind, and its effective application to the
affairs of life. Let each one do what lies in his or her
power to produce definiteness of thought based upon
adequate knowledge of facts, cultivate fearlessness and
courtesy in the expression of such thought, and we may
await in calm confidence whatever the future may bring
forth. C. Cohen.

A Pious Beast.

A History : With a Moral.

Before | visited America, in the winter of 1896, | had
engaged a suitable and respectable office for the National
Secular Society, and paid the first quarter’s rent out of a
Fund for that and other purposes which | had raised
through the Freethinker. It was at 377 Strand, over
Messrs. Manfield and Sons’ handsome boot-shop, at the
corner of Exeter-street, quite near to the great centre
of Evangelical Christianity known all over the English-
speaking world as Exeter Hall. Miss Vance was duly
installed there as Secretary, and has been there ever
since, the N. S. S. paying the rent through its Treasurer,
although | was the legal tenant by agreement with the
Rev. Stewart D. Headlam, who represented the Land
Restoration League as primary tenant (under Manfield
and Sons) of the whole floor. We have been located
there for nearly four years, but now we are going to
move, and this is how it happens.

Mr. Headlam, as everybody knows who knows him
at all, is a high-minded gentleman. Besides being a
clergyman, in no good odor with the Church authorities,
for reasons entirely creditable to himself, he is an ardent
social reformer, and, amongst other things, President of
the Land Restoration League. Mr. Verinder, also a
Churchman, but of the Headlam school, is Secretary of
the League. He is a pleasant gentleman, and easy
enough to get on with. Neither he, nor his President,
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nor any member ot the League, has had the slightest
shadow of difference with me, or Miss Vance, or any
member of the N. S. S. Each body could have attended
to its own business, with a casual exchange of civilities
between its servants, and got along together admirably,
as far as contiguity in space went, until the Day of Judg-
ment. Why, then, is the N. S. S. going to leave-
Well, for this reason. There is another tenant on the
building called Humphreys, and, as luck would have it
he is a perfect, and consequently disgusting, bigot. He
occupies the basement and the top floor. By trade hes
a dealer in back numbers (of periodicals), and he is a
back number himself. He is, apparently, well known in
the lowest circles of what is called Christian Evidences-
He is ignorant, vulgar, fanatical, and malicious. He
may have his good points in private ; | do not know,
and | do not care ; but when he hears the word
“ Secularist” or “ Freethinker,” or, as he understands
it best, “ Infidel,” he pricks up his ears and runs
amuck—in short, he becomes a mere orthodox brute,
mad with bigotry, who gratifies all the worst of h|S
inherited instincts under the cloak of religion.

Directly we entered our office, this fellow Humphreys
began his tricks by writing a beastly letter about us to
Mr. Verinder. This gentleman showed it to me.
shook my head over it and laughed, recognising it as 3
familiar case of atavism. Still, 1 consented to write ds
author a civil, tolerant note on the subject, venturing tO
suggest that he was under a mistake as to the character
of Secularists in general and of the N. S. S. in particular
and even offering to see him on the matter. But this
only excited the fellow’s malignity. He replied to me
in a still beastlier vein, and | showed his brutal,
illiterate scrawl to Mr. Verinder in proof that the case
was a hopeless one. | have never exchanged a wot”
with him. | do not know that | have seen him. M'SS
Vance has never exchanged a word with him.
should all have been pleased to ignore his existence’
But he was bent on making that impossible. He
resorted to every paltry form of annoyance. Whenever
we had an Executive meeting one of his daughters WS
set caterwauling on the stairhead, or in one of their
rooms with the door wide open. She sang nothing 1
particular, but just made a noise. It was the m°s
abominable sound | ever heard. It made your very
-teeth grate. The sharpening of a handsaw, or the
creaking of a rusty old hinge, was music in comparispll
And she kept it up by the hour. Then, in sweep'll»
their stairs, they would playfully leave the refuse O’
Miss Vance’s doormat. But she took no notice, benl»
resolved on avoiding a quarrel. Indeed, on one °cCK
sion, she did this Humphreys a good turn. He wante~
a piano brought up to his top floor, and the only way O
getting it in was through one of her windows. Tbe
agent asked, on behalf of Humphreys, if it might coipe
that way ; and she replied ironically that she would O
very happy to oblige him since he had been so agree'
able. J

The side street-door in Exeter-street was common *
all the tenants of the building. On the evening of 0
Executive meetings, and similar occasions, it was
of the games of the Humphreys family to get yj
street-door closed, so that it had to be speci3*
unlocked for every comer and goer. This little g3"1
was rendered easy by their occupancy of the basem®0”
In this way they sometimes imprisoned a -late goer
the staircase. My dear friend and colleague, JoSff:s
Mazzini Wheeler, was once caught in this way. H
gentle character, and pathetic sufferings, might ha .
softened the hardest heart. Butthe wretched Humphr®)
refused to unlock the street-door for him. For tbr
mortal hours—and how trying they must have be .
to that delicate, susceptible nature '—my poor fne
begged and beseeched an act of common civility
the circumstances, an act of common decency. Hpt.
might have remained there till now for all the Impressl
he could-make on that good Christian. It was yF
Humphreys who relented finally at the thought OL
wife being ill in bed at home with no one to attend 1"
Mother Nature having somehow provided that a woQl
can never be quite as cruel a bigot as a man.

One night a number of persons were caught n thi5
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traP. Miss Vance was working late, and Mr. Verinder
was engaged till late with some members of his com-
mittee. This time Mr. Verinder’s key would not unlock
the street-door. No one had tampered with the lock—
O course! Anyhow there was no egress. Humphreys
faw. them on the stairs, and grinned with delight; and,
having to go out himself, he avoided openingthe street-
oor by descending into the basement and making his exit
through the cellar-trap. To spite an “ infidel ” he would
annoy and injure his fellow Christians. At length, after
a sorts of efforts, including an appeal to the police, the
Wr%% party were obliged to climb through a back
throug\ﬁ’ crawl across a neighboring roof, and climb
.Y another window belonging restaurant.

Andthe fellew Whe let a Weman ©o that, sooner than

n a door, calls himself—and, for all 1 know, is
hristian 1

3g0 ewi'max °f this story was reached a few weeks
ton AI*SS”™ance was occupied late at the office, having
"shinfr~6 ~er PaPers relating to the Freethought Pub-
mOrnj’ Company for deposit at Somerset House in the
cudnmy A °f trouble was given by a mistake she
Was not discover, and she had to seek assistance. This
for tLet]iered by Mr. Lock, who had been stock-taking
bm 67~ompany. He was nota member of the N. S. S,
bgen merr>ber of the Land Restoration League, and had
o'cln-Jecornrnended by Mr. Shore. Soon after nine
Miiss went out to get something to eat, and
abSen Nance went out for a little air during his
Ad b5 When he returned the door was shut,
file - 6 ran& the bell. In his ignorance, he rang
him 1 Humphreys co¢gwie down did asked
Ms« \r a* ke wanted. He said he wanted to see
‘1S Mance, and apologised for his mistake. But as
br,fmered the passage Humphreys fell upon him
virf.% - The attack was utterly unexpected, and the
n 'm was down before he could defend himself,
to bW3s much shaken and bruised, and his clothes had
leru mended before he could go home. This assault
ivL © a ca*e at Bow-street Police Court. Humphreys
Rv-. taere supported by the scum of the Christian
that u?Ce and Anti-Infidel parties. The upshot was
and he magistrate said it was a case for a civil action,
h aeach side had to pay its own costs. Of course it
eXDnat been carried further, as justice is hardly to be
“ected where “ infidels ” are concerned.

thel . iphreys has allowed one of his friends to print

%*> aternent that Mr. Lock was there for an illcgili-

ths~"Pose. The only answer that need be made to

t\y0,. ristian suggestion is that the N. S; S. office has

and tb Wind°ws, that the windows are without blinds,

Winj at the whole interior is commanded by the
Ws of Haxell’'s Hotel right opposite.

so!

Sons ml ch for Humphreys. And now for Manfield and
bee * Their London manager, Mr. Prank Abbott, has
s°UciiPeStered with this fellow’s complaints. Their
descrik”™ received one letter from him which they
'Osan* as “ filthy.” They said the writer seemed
Ms i Clearly the duty of Manfield and Sons
eherl° wam’ Humphreys ‘against disturbing the
thig , tenants in the builging. *They aia n»

on ' fg°wyever : or, — *—
ﬁrwef i on the contrary, NsNsub-renant!

hs?2w £ that hL tenancy would
\el> be determined unless the N- S. S. was
read Ved-' Mr. Headlam sent their e

ry
Mean wd 1t00k a copy of it. . 1will print It If necessaf )i-
SonVhleL I say it was “~singenuous and disgraceful.
"Voniri™® who read it, in ignorance of the circ ’
Ama L la,aginb that Miss Vance had been the aggre ,
felt i ad even assaulted Humphreys. Nevertheless 1
}% L " ? 8 unfair to let Mr. Headlam and the Land
th I'eaSue suffer, S0 I_ tod th_e_m th_at they
FDe v " released from their painful position, ain

s, S.S. would go as soon as convenient, and .f
ppee by Lady Mr. Headlam had not

ay.
sid th“ decisionbﬁt he thanked for Ay
thgdcrateness, and told Manfield and &

Ptav. acbon- while strictly legal, .1 otry and un-

'tablenesstheMirantdsadfameliglperfectly aware, and
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Mr. Verinder emphasises the fact, that Humphreys had
absolutely no reasonable ground of complaint. Mr.
Verinder, as Secretary of the Land Restoration League,
is constantly on the premises, often until late at night,
and he is prepared to testify that our business has been
conducted with order, quiet, and decorum, and that no
kind of actual annoyance has been occasioned by Miss
Vance to Humphreys or to anyone else on the premises.
We simply annoyed the fellow by being there ; although
it must have given him a certain pleasure to air his
bigotry and indulge in foul language.

I am well aware that this Humphreys is not, in him-
self, worth the space | have given him. But the spirit
he embodies becomes of greater importance when he is
assisted, however indirectly, by a firm like Manfield and
Sons. Their London manager, Mr. Frank Abbott, appears
to sympathise with this contemptible bigot merely because
he is a Christian and we are Freethinkers. Nor can it be
said that the firm itself is free from direct responsibility in
the matter, for it was brought to the personal attention of
the late Sir Moses Manfield by Mr. Headlam. | believe
the founder of the firm was a Unitarian, and one has a
right to expect something more than the average share
of religious tolerance from a member of that body.

What | have written up to the present point was
necessary as an introduction to what | have to say
about far more important matters, which will be dealt
with in next week’s Freethinker. Many of my readers
will recollect my announcement that the Freethought
Publishing Company, Limited, would endeavor to take
a bold step forward in the new year. Nothing could
be done, however, without securing suitable premises
for the Company’s operations ; and it may now be added
that recent circumstances, into which | cannot enter at
this moment, have rendered this absolutely impera-
tive ; indeed, it is almost a matter of life and
death to the enterprise. Well, we have been strenuously
trying to obtain premises ; and we have constantly been
foiled by the passive bigotry of those who had them to
let. Sometimes they shrank from a flat refusal, and
resorted to subterfuges. In one case a clergyman was
mixed up with a trusteeship, and after we were accepted
as tenants by letter we were informed that another
tenant had taken the premises ; but that was a false-
hood, for the place is to let still. However, we are
now negotiating for premises in every way suitable, and
there is a fair prospect of our taking possession of them
shortly. But for very obvious reasons | cannot enter
into details at present. There are too many slips
between the cup and the lip—especially in a case like
this. So my readers must wait, at least until next
week. G. W. Foote.

The Value of Opinions.

Opinions may be defined, for all practical purposes, as
representing notions which persons may entertain at
any given time upon topics presented to their minds. It
has been said that opinions are the result of experience,
which to a certain extent is true, if the term experience
is taken in its most comprehensive sense. Hence, how
futile it is to censure an individual for holding any par-
ticular opinions—say, for instance, in reference to reli-
gious subjects. Take three children whose parents
entertain diverse views pertaining to theology, such as
Roman Catholics, Protestants, and Secularists. The
early experience of those children will, as a rule, be
limited by the views of their respective parents. And
even where no direct attempt is made to impose the
parental opinions upon the young minds, they will
become impressed more or less with thé ideas in the
midst of which they have been trained. Thus early
experience often culminates in the holding of opinions
which may or may not be correct ; but, whatever they
are, they are not the outcome of any process of reason-
ing, but are simply inherited, and therefore should not
incur upon the holder any odium. Secularists recognise
the importance of this fact, and consequently their aim
is to keep the rising generation free from the snares of
superstition, so that when their minds are matured
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reason shall have full scope to play its legitimate part in
the formation of opinions.

Mistakes are frequently made as to the intrinsic value
of an opinion. Of course, its real worth will depend to
a large extent upon the knowledge and general educa-
tion of its possessor. Besides, individual adaptability
must not be overlooked. A man may be accepted as an
authority upon one subject, while his training and
mental character may render his opinion upon others
comparatively worthless. As an illustration of this
general truth we may refer to Newton, who is acknow-
ledged to have been great on the law of gravitation ;
but who to-day would accept his views upon prophecy ?
We may also mention Faraday, who in chemistry was
an authority, while upon religious questions he was
exceedingly crude. Gladstone was, in the estimation of
many, a good statesman ; but upon theology, as Colonel
Ingersoll proved, he could not be regarded by intelligent
persons as an authority. These are considerations
which Christian disputants should bear in mind when
they refer to “great men” as being in favor of their
decaying faith.

It is quite a common error with some to confound
opinion with belief. When, however, the two are
supposed to signify the same thing it can only mean
that belief is founded upon partial or insufficient
evidence ; that is, it may be only an imaginary notion,
supposed to be based on reality. No claim should be
put forward for any opinion as being a substantiated
truth until the evidence for and against it is duly con-
sidered. The astronomer tells us that some planets
revolve around the sun. To him this is knowledge
based upon observation ; but those who have not seen
the revolutions can only believe the fact which, to them,
appears to be supported by trustworthy testimony.

however, a person allege that these planets are in-1properly examined, while other and

habited like this earth, that should be denominated only
as an opinion. For ages the Christian world has been
divided in opinion—the one being known as orthodox
and the other as heterodox, which simply means right
and wrong opinions. But the Christian method of
appealing to the Bible or to the Church to decide which
is the correct view precludes the possibility of a reason-
able belief being attributed to either. Hence all dog-
matic denunciations of belief or disbelief should be
avoided. At several periods in English history the two
terms— orthodox and heterodox— have changed places,
the former at one time predominating, and at another
time the latter. In both cases the Court or the Church
— or both— decided which should be the fashionable
opinion of the time.

It should be remembered that it is not only the con-
flict of opinion that we have to consider, for that in
itsejf may be beneficial, and probably will continue
through all time. The serious aspect of these con-
tending orthodox and heterodox parties is that the
possession of power enables them to declare some
opinions legal and others illegal, and that some shall
be tolerated, whilst persons holding different views
shall be persecuted. Not only is this so, but, further,
this very power has been repeatedly exercised, to the
detriment of the dissenting party for the time being.
And this has happened, not only upon religious topics,
but also in reference to social and political questions.
W hat is required to prevent this injustice is freedom in
its truest sense. The evils arising from variety of
opinion can only be prevented or removed by free and
fair discussion. No subject ought to be deemed too
sacred for debate, and no opinion too secure for honest
criticism. Calm debate will often show that what are
called mysteries (which we are asked to believe with-
out question) should be described as absurdities. The
ingenuity of some persons in dealing with well-known
terms is simply marvellous. For instance, a bishop
recently criticised the position taken by Agnostics in
reference to the existence of God. He said that it is
true we cannot comprehend the Deity, but we could
apprehend him. Now this is merely theologicaljugglery,
for there is no real difference in the meaning of the two
words. To apprehend is to seize, as it were, upon a
given point ; to comprehend is to grasp in your mind
several points together. Where is the difference so far
as the bishop’s God is concerned ? He is said to be
one or three incomprehensibles, equalling only one
incomprehensible, which is beyond the power of the
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human mind either to apprehend or to comprehend;

A great portion of the intellectual work of the pressl
century has been to criticise and correct the opinions O
former ages. “ The wisdom of our ancestors” y®
scientific and legal questions has been almost entire*)
discarded. Legislation affecting the right to hold an
publish heretical opinions is of quite modern date ; dl
the old notions as to the alleged Bible teaching 01
science have, within the last few decades, receive
shocks from which they can never recover. f"
ignorant past had been allowed too long to doin'l3
the increased, and increasing, knowledge of the presetl.
Ancient opinions, once deemed too sacred to be ewe
questioned, have been put through the fire of modefjj
critical tests, with the result that Bacon’s words
man is omniscient,” have been verified. To us,
Freethinkers, it is a gratifying fact that this intellectlll]
improvement is largely due to the Secular philosophy,
the age. It is the glory of this philosophy to have ds
covered and taught that uniformity of opinion y®
speculative subjects is impossible, and that variety "
opinion is the result of the activity of the human m'1l
Here is another achievement of Secularism in mode
times. Wherever the circumstances of life vary tojin_
considerable extent, we find that variety of opi*lLdL
abounds. And it is inevitable that it should be so, sill
the influence of education, social position, family re
tions, and the prevailing opinions are most felt by tho
who are the better capable of forming rational opin'ai§
A remarkable confirmation of this truth may be folll
in the lives of Lyell and Darwin as related by the*l
selves.

One important fact which should be kept in view »
public instructors of the young is that, as a rule, ul

&

If, most popular opinions are those which have not be
truer opin'®1s
which have been formed after extended inquiry,

ignored or condemned. The truth should be proclaim
that no external power can alter the laws of tho
it can only affect the thinker personally. Let it
further known that, in the view of those who
thoroughly competent to express an opinion, the attew,
to control thought by law, or by the infliction of suffer]if
on mind or body, is foolish, cruel, and unjust. Yet tne
have been the means employed for ages by Christians
convert heretics to a “ religion of love.”

Charles W atts'

Art, Money, and Life.

The Irish Literary Theatre, founded by some liter3
Irishmen, for the fostering of a serious Irish dra*I®
has produced its second series of performances |,
Dublin. And if it has done nothing else, it has, ,
least, stimulated thought and excited discussion.

is one enormous gain. It scarcely matters how »
result be achieved— the great service to-day is to %
men to think. And the Irish Literary Theatre, s° /ct
has been singularly fortunate in this respect. This
would, therefore, be almost sufficient proof of .1
seriousness of aim of those who have hitherto supP1l
it with its materials. For the moment, however, ‘* »
not propose to deal with these materials, but with
essay of Mr. George Moore’s heralding the per
mances.

Mr. Moore, who seems to have lent his
unreservedly to the Irish Literary movement,
“ preface ” in one of the reviews, since reprinted at
beginning of his play, The Bending ofthe Bough, sett'ir
forth the reason why he and his friends turned t g
backs on London, and also arguing and propound j,
various theses about art in general and dramatic
particular. Personally, | must say | agree with (t
William Archer that in this “ preface ” Mr.
rather dangerously commits himself to a numbef j
vague generalities which do not impress an unbia f)
reader as being much more than half-truths. W h~j,1
for instance, art is never produced but in the “y°llyiS
of nations, with the subsidiary question what exact\c
the youth of a nation ; whether art “ never return 2y
where she has once been”; whether the world re ji)
cares little about the lives of its statesmen, contp.”j
with the lives of its artists—on these risky queS

N

infl°dl3

*
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I ' Moore lays down the law with what seems a reck-
ssness one would not care to emulate. Take this
Paragraph as a sample :
Why should we be so eager to know why Shelley left
j?&first wife, why Sir Joshua never married, and be so
1tie curious about the lives of the politicians who sat at

centtm'?»ter *n tbe suPreme moments of the eighteenth

cabWe N S ea&er and thus incurious? Do we really
a6 f VaS™ea* about the Shelleys, and little or nothing
mauU’, say> the Grattans arid Pitts? Some, of course,
thed bU™°n ot”er hand, many would rather discuss
ml  °mesticities of Napoleon— do, indeed, discuss them
Mr Kltseam— than those of a hundred Shelleys. What

seem °°re ~own as an axiom for the mass really
the - a matter of individual taste. And even on
Point of taste | cannot see that the people who

vertedll Napoleon biographies have a vitiated or per-
nrl,, . aPpetite compared with those who revel in the
Th_e retiails of the hfe of Sir Joshua.
were  afé Many Bther propositions, thrown up, as it
sar ' 11 Mr. Moore's essay, with which it is not neces-
plea n°w,to deal. But in the main it is a legitimate
em aSa'nst the thraldom of art to money, and an
crea( asis of the impossibility of an artist working or
nor' k'1-? at Ms best, for mere gain. “ The Greeks did

rrorUV‘ the Parthenon for money,” says Mr. Moore,
nioney ” the French build Chartres Cathedral for
anation e And he significantly adds ; “ \We remember

Pec n tOr ItS art rather than its colonies."
the Cause>therefore, Mr. Moore thinks that money and

art ~°r money are eating out the vitals of English
currem” 2acjes ~'s homily. This is his picture of the

say il English drama, and few impartial observers will
it is much overdrawn :(—
thed It*S dramatic writing we must look to discover

anjaePths to which an art can sink when it is written
A Produced at the mutual dictation of the gallery boy,

and 'th a sh'h‘ng>demands oblivion of his day’s work,
am . e stockbroker who, for 10s. 6d., demands such
ginUsernent as will enable him safely to digest his

nrw-r' who write for the English stage must write
~AMhetf|ICa”~  t’le dictation of these two.”
tiation et> description might not be applied to other
the s 1 °es'des England is also questionable, though
rterr'U Serv'ency of the theatre to unintelligent corn-
ﬁb,lfm rs perhaps more marked in England than
of Fe bulk of current English drama consists
sot™g lO’re Captations of French farces, in which, as
“imm e aas said, the meaning is eliminated with the
abolt raht¥¥ ar*d the result is a violent hurly-burly
hall H n?thin.g at all, and scarcely disguised music-
absen SP ays m which slang ditties and dresses (or the
in °f them) form the chief attraction. Moreover,
n ° aC scenic display and lavish mounting have
MerinyCf rrie” ;to sucb a PO>nt— thanks largely to Sir
> pmp rving’s lead—-that the risk a manager now runs
tnterDr-  on a new piece is so enormous as to check
Stery asW ant”t/e audience go as rnuch to see the uphol-
slchb a the acting. In France this evil has not reached
At the paSS'. with the result that there is more mobility,
°f eyen OBriedie Francaise,* for instance, the mounting
Wdrv ¢ e lassie French drama would be considered
Shiy In a second-rate English theatre. In England
A on in a fashion that would have
ua"elassgg]eoav}/ephultrnself Mr. Tree’'sJulius Ccesar,
the bulk of the actors were admirable, was
IHUkh tn, sPectacular display, and many went, not so
Mr. Tiee’JCar Shakespeare’s splendid poetry, as to see
Ol iijle s stage-effects. And in the present production
$eetus th I(“SUnnier Nigkfs Dream at Her Majesty’s it
the bewim an artificial rabbit hops across the stage to
All tbis erment and delight of the audience.
°f Pound - c°urse>* n°t art, but money—a matter
setises nS sh'Hings, and pence. The appeal is to the
c°Unt onO™ 176 ‘nteilect ; indeed, intellect is at a dis-
aillhitiou 1 niO(iern English stage. Even the most
Trr-"— Ptays to-day consist of little more than society

e destru,, ff arbcle was written there has come the sad news of
Iro.aPs co llie *rc °f the Comédie. The building itself
asures it ,,, .. spared, but the loss or injury of the art

enuermrher’ @/LPntalncd niust be irreparable. Freethinkers will
a- the f °ther things, the fine statue of Voltaire at one

N
thoSg‘fw S

reflnia; Sorn MrnonEst the busts °f thh apr| ces of the French
g, ection js ese busts appear to een saved. One
Wiilly inn, “at  was unwise to house such art works in so

‘'uarnrnablel 3 building as a theatre.
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chatter, sometimes smart, sometimes insipid, drawled
out by actors and actresses who have to play the languid,
in luxuriously-appointed drawing-rooms and boudoirs,
the cost of furnishing which is incidentally puffed by the
theatrical paragraphist. Even when, by accident, a
modern English playwright stumbles across a real
live issue, he immediately shelves it, lest anybody
should suspect him for a moment of being in touch
with reality. So we have a stage whose most recent
triumphs include The Degenerates and A Runaway Girl.

Whether or not all this decline in art is the effect of
Empire and material success need not be minutely dis-
cussed. Mr. George Moore contends that it is, and
there is doubtless considerable truth in his generalisa-
tion. Abundant riches tend to blunt the edge of feeling,
and the world’s greatest artists and thinkers have
generally either been poor men or have cared little for
money. The boast of power and of possession which
represents the prevailing English ideal is perhaps the
most vulgar pride which a man or a people can exhibit.
And there would certainly seem to be something rotten
in the heart or the brain of a nation in whose capital
there swarms a population on the verge of starvation
and misery, actually larger than the combined popula-
tions of two little states thousands of miles away, which
it is spending millions to “civilise” by the sword.
Herbert Spencer and Charles Bradlaugh between them
probably handled as much money in their lives as Cecil
Rhodes in a couple of years. And Mr. Cecil Rhodes
represents, or is supposed to represent, the type of hero,
for the moment, of the majority of the English people.

But whatever may be thought of Mr. Moore’s
generalisations— and, like most generalisations, they
require an amount of discount— they yet raise a real
and vital question. This abnormal money-greed, which
is so much in evidence at the present day, must really
be checked if there is ever to be anything like advance,
though to indicate this one must not be supposed to be
harking back to the worn-out injunction, “ Blessed be
ye poor.” Poverty is bad, and so is the mad rush for
wealth, acquired somehow or anyhow, which is almost
in the nature of a disease. And it is a disease that
grows. The man with 500 a year is generally much
more grasping than the man with 2100, and it is your
millionaires who will bring about a bloody and iniquitous
war to grab more millions still. Indeed, the millionaire
madly heaping million on million is assuredly a diseased
type ; but the misfortune is that he tends to spread the
infection.

Back, then, of all political and social reconstructions
must lie the setting for the individual of a higher, a
more intellectual, a cleaner, a more beautiful life. On
the foundation of unchecked personal greed no lasting
social fabric can ever be raised, and every social fabric
must tend to go to pieces. And the paradox is that the
higher pleasures are the cheapest. The books of litera-
ture, of art, of philosophy, of science, may be read, if
not by the poorest, at any rate by those who have little
money. The gate of intellectual joy lies practically
open to him who will enter. And if our civilisation is
not to utterly fade away, each one of us must strive to
enter that gateway, even if we but travel only a little
along the path. Frederick Ryan.

Abraham Lincoln.

The colour of the ground was in him, the red Earth,
The tang and odour of the primal things—

The rectitude and patience of the rocks ;

The gladness of the wind that shakes the corn ;
The courage of the bird that dares the sea ;
The justice of the rain that loves aH leaves ;
The pity of the snow that hides all scars ;

The loving kindness of the wayside well ;

Tht tolerance and equity of light

That gives as freely to the shrinking weed

As to the great oak flaring to the wind—

To the grave’s low hill as to the Matterhorn

That shoulders out the sky.
—Edwin Markham.

It is' said that, when Henry D. Thoreau lay dying in
Concord, his friend Parker Pillsbury sat by his bedside ; and
he leaned over and took him by the hand, and said : “ Henry,
you are so near to the border now, can you see anything on
the other side ?” And Thoreau answered : “ One world at a
time, Parker.”
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Acid Drops.

T he National Sunday League is taking another downward
step. A new feature is being introduced at its Alhambra
show on Sunday evenings, in the shape of War Pictures pro-
vided by the Chronoscope Company. War at the very best is
a hateful necessity. To mix it up with an evening’s entertain-
ment, as the Sunday League is doing, is to play down to the
lowest and most barbarous taste. But perhaps this might be
expected o f“ Recreative Religionists.”

The London County Council has given its permission to
this new departure. So says a Sunday League official. But
the County Council’s permission is a surreptitious thing ; itis
utterly illegal, and is, indeed, a defiance of the law of the
land. In any case, it is the League that must bear the moral
responsibility of these War Pictures ; the weight of which it
does not seem to apprehend, for the League official already
referred to says, “ We aim at a high standard.” If they aim
at a high standard, they seem very poor marksmen—at least
in this instance.

President Kruger keeps up his touching faith in “ Provi-
dence.” “ God was trying the Boer people,” he said, at
Bloemfontein, “ but his personal opinion was that the limit
of the test had been nearly reached. If the people adhered
to their faith in the time of adversity, God would soon again
turn the tide in their favor. If their faith was strong, God
would surely deliver them. The God of deliverance of olden
times was the same Gctd still.” President Kruger’s hearers
wfept. And well they might.

It is extremely regrettable to hear of “ Peace Meetings”
being broken up or rendered impossible in various parts of
the country. Liberty of thought and speech is a prime
condition of progress, and those who interfere with it are
fighting against civilisation. Those who object to hearing
what a speaker has to say have their own remedy. All they
have to do is to refrain from attending his meetings. But
they have no sort of right to prevent ether persons from
attending, or to prevent them from hearing him when they
do attend. At the same time, it must be admitted that the
attitude and the language of some of these “ Peace ” advocates
are indiscreet and even provocative in the present temper of
the British public. Take the Rev. J. Page Hopps, for
instance. This gentleman uses the hottest adjectives and
adverbs towards all who differ from him in this crisis. He
treats them all as liars, thieves, and scoundrels. But how
gingerly he deals with the law against public meetings in
the Transvaal. Under that law- any assembly of more than

seven persons, even withindoors, could be summarily stopped'

by a policeman. Mr. Hopps says that this w-as only “ regula-
tion,” and that such meetings were “ dangerous.” Well, a
man who talks in this way ought not to wonder if he gets
scant justice himself in the matter of public meetings in his
»own country. For our part, we are in favor of freedom all
round. That is the only just and sensible policy.

The riot at Scarborough on Monday night was most
disgraceful. The police were powerless to control the mob,
and soldiers had to be brought from the Artillery Barracks
to preserve order. Meanwhile damage had been done to the
extent of considerably over ,;1,000. Fortunately there was
no loss of life, nor was anyone seriously hurt, although Mr.
Schreiner had to escape violence by flight. Mr. Hobson
does not seem to have been injured.

It will be difficult to hold any meetings of this kind
anyw-here, even with the amplest police protection. The
blood of the mob, the multiplied man in the street, is
thoroughly up. And it will not be cooled by Lord Roberts’s
official telegrams as to the abuse of the white flag by the
Boers and their free use of expanding bullets. A great
many people in this country are anxiously looking for the
reply of Presidents Steyn and Kruger to Lord Roberts’s
strongly-w-orded message on this matter. It is an infinite
pity that bitterness should be aggravated by a breach of the
rules of civilised warfare.

On Saturday afternoon, March 10, the British and Foreign
Bible Society celebrated its ninety-sixth birthday. A large
meeting w-as held at the Guildhall, and addressed by the
Lord Mayor of London. This pious gentleman referred in
glowing language to the “good work ” of the Society. It
had dispatched no less than 110,000 copies of the New
Testament and St. John’s Gospel [isn’t this a part of the New
Testament ?] to the British soldiers in South Africa. It had
also sent £100 w-orth of volumes in Dutch for the use of the
Boer prisoners and wounded. (Rapturous applause.) But
what touched the Lord Mayor more immediately than any-
thing else was the fact that the Society had presented 1,500
copies of the Bible to the City of London Imperial Volunteers.
(Extra rapturous applause.) It was not stated, though, how-
many of those 1,500 copies had been read, or w-hat uses some
of them may have been put to in emergencies. It was enough

THE FREETHINKER.

March 18, 1900

Freethinkers should think for a moment of the serious side
of all this Bible distribution. Is it not their duty to counter-
act it by the distribution of Freethought literature ? They
will soon have an opportunity of assisting in this “ gQJ*
work,” when the Freethought Publishing Company, LimiF*
enters its own premises and attacks the literature problei”
scientifically.

The Sterling Herald tells the following little story : “1°a
neighboring town a Salvation Army advertiser wrote on »
bill-board, ‘What shall I do to be saved ? A patent
medicine man came along next day and wrote underneath
‘Take Carter’s Little Liver Pills.” Shortly afterwards tle
Salvation Army man noticed the sacrilegious work of tle
medicine man, and printed below-, * And prepare to meet thy
God.””

The Manchester School Board, after a stormy discussi®!
accepted from Mr. J. H. Reynolds a photograph of a Raphae
Madonna for the new Central Board school. Since theflj
however, the Board has gone back upon its vote. Clerayj
and other Protestants contended that such a picture won
exercise a shocking influence upon the minds of the childrenl
it would tend to make them superstitious, or rather Rom-'1
Catholic ; and so the picture w-as declined without than»5
What a characteristic bit of cold, hard, Protestant humbug;
On the face of it, an?/ one of Raphael’s Madonnas is simpéy,
picture of a beautiful young mother holding a lovely child 11
her arms. If Protestants object to it because of its relig*®j
character, we beg to ask them why they put into the
of boys and girls the New Testament story of that niotl'e
and child? The noble picture is “ shocking,” but the stop
which it but ostensibly illustrates—yes, that story, with a
its gross superstition and collateral indecency—is consider
quite fit for the reading of little children. What taste ! An
w-hat hypocrisy !

We have some God Almighty ministers in England, but
certain American man of God quite takes the cake in tlJS
competition. His name is Lucian Clark, but there is mg/
Clark than Lucian about him. *“ AH books that antagon*s
the Bible and the Christian religion,” he says, “ should b
consigned to the flames.” Humanity forbids us to sug8eS
that this bonfire bigot should be consigned after them-'0
before.

Drumont’s paper, La Libre Parole, the mouthpiece of tjl
clerico-military party in Paris, has discovered why t*
“House of Moliere” was burnt down. It was becausell
manager, M. Claretie, sympathised with Dreyfus.
burning of the famous Theatre was an act of Providence) *
kind of judgment. This is very interesting. But it sugge5t)
the question, Why was not M. Claretie burnt to death instea
of a poor little actress who was a universal favorite ? PerhaP_
the great Drumont, w-ho is on such intimate terms with Pf°v
dence, will answer this simple question.

The “ Purity” people in America have been securing IfQ?,
business for Miss Olga Nethersole and Mrs. Langtry h
carrying on a fierce crusade against them on account of 1
“ immoral ” plays in which they are acting. EverybOl
w-ants to see these wricked plays, if only to condemn tng@
with adequate information : and crowded houses are
result every evening.

Mr. Roberts, member for Utah, has been refused admissa
to Congress as a polygamist. Speaking in his own defefl jj
he asked where polygamy was condemned in the Bible. .*
the favorites of God in the Old Testament were polyganus((
As to the New Testament, Mr. Roberts said : “ Ifyou S° \
the teaching of the Great Master, whom | take it "’
revere, although he denounced every crime, every sin A
man can commit, you shall find no word of his in condeu’*
tion of the conduct of the patriarchs or of the law as it jV
given to Moses and ancient Israel.” This is unanswerab ’
and no member of Congress tried to answ-er it. Monogai,
did not come to us from the Jews—including Jesus o
and his Apostles. It came to us from the civilisation »
Greece and Rome. Christians simply read into the
what they learn from other sources.

“The ministry is no place for a young man who wants K
personal liberty. He must use too much hypocrisy) f s
overlook too much hypocrisy in others.” The man who s
this is an expert. It is the Rev. James S. Maclnnes, " [
has just left the pastorate of the Oak Leaf Congregat'O
Chapel, at Oakland, California.

Rev. L. D. Broughton, of New York, gives his injj
(presumably satirical, though possibly serious) on how to e
the churches. He suggests that the biograph should
introduced with Biblical and other pictures. There nligm
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few boxing rounds (not with the collection box, but with
he gloves) before each service. A one-act comedy might
jold together those who are tired of the sermon, rmall]
. @reverend gentleman says that the church might be turne-
I ° a temporary cafe, and “ we might serve drinks between

Prayers.” No doubt these suggestions are all excellent, hut
"by are smoking-pews forgotten ?
Here is a new American phrase for revivalism  The

»apshot conversion process.”

) [ ) Its author is a Presbyterian
"»mister at Philadelphia.

serse SR °* Ms acceptance of a mass of theological non-
com 1l PYWg'on h

°nthe Aut®biography shows. For instance, in a letter
c’ntrartlarr/ ” e *aw 'le wrote : “ "regard marriage as a civil
reRistr  WIllc"” ought to be made before a magistrate or
bun,; dr- ~should be glad to be rid of marrying and
the/e if a .gether as religious matters, save only where
tion ta.Slncere desire for the Divine blessing or consola-
liouco Numse cases let the minister hold a service at the

6 Or meeting-house.”

Th . * . .
related\1S sOlnething rather touching in the following story,
ore of ik 116 Christian World, of a kindly grave-digger in
of the b 16 . astern counties. He is in charge of the whole
Gated U7 In£ ground of the parish, part of which is conse-
av>afe fa™unconsecrated. Busy at work a few days
him. v ,&/Mwer>t to the spot and got into conversation with
theend °tlcinff some graves quite away in another part of
>as - osure, he asked the digger what they were, and how
Dissente "Tcrc away from the others. ‘Oh, them’s
dyesee roLa™ MNc °ld man. ‘That part ain’'t consecrated,
inunco *aey are put apart from the others, poor things,
and ha’ neecrate<™ ground. But when | digs a grave there,
shovelfui’ °t, k aJ* ready, | comes over to this side and takes a
grave an? S0I> and just shakes it over the bottom o’ the
though. 1 nobOdy knows nothin’ about it.”” Poor man, he
°f his su le Was doing a kindly act. But what shall be said
He absn™n0r? 'n education and intelligence who adhere to

ru notion of “ consecrated ” ground ?

"tglarva tidniSt; 1as been committed for trial on a charge of

"asalso ml ICb°usc of the local Salvation Army captain e

‘vhe jpd larffed with picking the pocket of a domestic servant
was courting.

0 » rather too bad of Providence to send a violent shock

just ,,.jiuahe throughout Northern Italy on a recent Sunday,

chuni *le time that his worshippers were assembled in the

prav Needless to say, the devotees did not remain to

open °- Im for safety, but made a general stampede into the

theb ur 'est Providence should, in his recklessness, bring
1dings tumbling down about their ears.

St f.'re Providence. An explosion of gas near the beliry of

shot .rand’s Church, Exeter, had serious results. Hames

sever!, rou&h the iloor of the belfry, the tower was shaken

doors ' the sexton was blown into the street, two heavy

the bAfVure blown to pieces, a third door was shattered, and
ry door was demolished.

Tl
Llagistrat '~atarians have scored once more. hhe Pénge
pEVetl dav”™ liave been induced to refuse the renewal of the
Crystal pi "cence for the sale of intoxicating drink at the
Oshow tli ICe' Tlle Lord’s Day Act (1780-81) was quoted
°[ ai»uSe. at at)y house or place wherein public entertainment

»ace, and'»> 1T *S Prov‘ded on Sundays is a disorderly house or
rexder fi. “lose who carry it on, or assist in carrying it on,

, »esses Cniseb'es liable to heavy penalties. One of the
m'nittetlfi~* , d on behalf of the opposition to the renewal,
t ford’s ml le bad been sent to the Palace on Sundays by
tORive eviden™ ™ Cst Association, and that they had paid him

Very _

iitc6pt a smd?rly the Crystal Palace authorities refused to
r die decis- s' licence. The effect will therefore be that,
ported to")'I Is.n?t upset on appeal, a place of amusement
«J7%> sellino-* mdlions of people every year will be prevented
r'e @ngle glass of beer even on a Bank Holiday,
byrds Day mu In a leaderette, contemptuously refers to “ the
raj Iness ;s t bservance Association, and other Societies whose
cg'’nal \wva,’>Rrevent other people enjoying themselves in a

1>efor and is strongly of opinion that the time has

»sidered , °le question of Sunday observance law to be

systematically by Parliament.

AjLelPnei Jr

| /Mates the following story of President
he .bite HrL,C 1l: " A Buffalo man presented himself at
Link'd : “\VfUSTancL when his turn came to shake hands,
S*% .71 Buffalo put our trust in God and in Abraham

riot’ as he n6 ’ my friend,” said the second in the partner-
t i Passed 'his visitor on, ‘you are more than half
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Here are some admissions from the British Weekly's front-
page article as to the growing disuse of prayer : “ We are
afraid that prayer has largely ceased to be believed in as a
method of deliverance. Much has been said and written
during the present war which shows to how great an
extent the miracle of prayer has become incredible to many.
It has shown that multitudes have lost, or more than half
lost, the beliefin God’s presence and in God’s judgment that
controls and nerves and calms. The silence about God proves
that the glorious vision of the Divine, the faith that enters
into the daily life, has passed away for many of our people.”

The Sheldonian association of Jesus with journalism recalls
the following story by Max O’Rell in his Frenchman in
America: “ Colonel Elliott F. Shephered, proprietor of the
New York Mail and Express, every morning sends to the
editor a fresh text from the Bible for publication at the top of
the editorials. One day that text was not received, but some-
how got lost, and by noon was still unfound. | was told that
you should have heard the compositors’ room ring with
‘where can that d —d text be?’ Finally, the text was
wired, and duly inserted.”

Here is a good thumping Roman Catholic lie. The
Bishop of Salford in his Lenten pastoral says : “ The
Catholic Church, so far from being opposed to the progress
of science, has ever fostered and blessed its growth, and the
more secrets she extracts from the bosom of Nature the
more she rejoices.” After this, we may as well regard all
history as fable, and the present Mivart episode as a dream.

Some readers of the Vossiche Zeilung appear to have been
studying the Bible too attentively. Fancying that the Hotel
Cecil is named after Cecil Rhodes, they have written to the
manager asking him whether he really thinks that any
German would live in an hotel that bears the name of “ the
most meanest and bloodiest man in the world.” They wind
up by exclaiming, “ Damned be he, damned by the whole
English people.” Let us pray !

Some of our readers, though perhaps a minority, will
remember the story of the old officer who paraded his men
for church. “ Church of England,” he cried, “ to the right—
Roman Catholics to the left—Fancy Religions to the rear.”
A somewhat similar story is told by the Rev. E. J. Hardy, an
army chaplain, who has just published a book called Mr.
Thomas Atkins. “An officer,” he says, “who was present
when a Militia regiment was about to be inspected before
marching off to divine service told me the following : One
man was loitering about, and the sergeant asked him in
forcible terms why he did not fall in. He replied that he was
a Unitarian. ‘Unitarians ?” asked the sergeant. ‘What's
that? There are only three religions; fall in with the
Roman Catholics.”” .

Poor men of God ! Some of them have a very hard time.
We see in the newspapers that “the delightful living” of
Norham-on-Tweed has become vacant through the resigna-
tion of Canon Waite, and has been given to the Very Rev.
G. H. Caswell. It is worth about ¢.’500 a year, with a fine
residence and garden. _

Dr. Ryle’s resignation of the Bishopric of Liverpool makes
a vacancy in the House of Lords, which will be filled by the
Bishop of Hereford, who is said to be “ the only Liberal pre-
late "— probably for the same reason that the one-eyed man is
king amongst the blind.

Mr. Rudyard Kipling visited Chicago several years ago,
and penned a vivid description of a fashionable service in a
fashionable church. It is reprinted in his new book, From
Sea to Sea —*“ It was a circus, really ; but that the wor-
shippers did not know. There were flowers all about the
building, which was fitted up with plush and stained oak and
much luxury, including twisted brass candlesticks of severest
Gothic design. To these things, and a congregation of
savages, entered suddenly a wonderful man completely in
the confidence of their God, whom he treated colloquially and
exploited very much as a newspaper reporter would exploit a
foreign potentate. But, unlike the newspaper reporter, he
never allowed his listeners to forget that he, and not He, was
the centre of attraction. With a voice of silver, and with
imagery borrowed from the auction-room, he built up for his
hearers a heaven on the lines of the Palmer House (but with
all the gilding real gold and all the plate-glass diamond), and
set in the centre of it a loud-mouthed, argumentative, and
very shrewd creation that he called God. Oftc sentence at
this point caught my delighted ear. It was apropos of some
question of the Judgment Day, and ran: ‘No! | tell you
God doesn’t do business that way.””

The late Marquis of Queensberry ordered in his will that
no Christian tomfoolery should be uttered at his funeral. We
understand, however, that this order was diregarded. It is
generally held that religion sanctifies” the worst violations
of private or public confidence. In this case, we presume,
there was no person interested in Lord Queensberry’s will
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who was prepared to insist on the strict fulfilment of its con-
ditions. No outsider, of course, had any right to interfere.

“What is your religious profession ?” is one of the ques-
tions which will be asked in the approaching Government
census, if the proposed extension of the Act is carried.
To a large number of the inhabitants of the United
Kingdom the query may not appear inquisitorial, and there-
fore offensive. One can easily imagine a Primitive Methodist
or a Particular Baptist or a Plymouth Brother or a Salva-
tionist proudly writing himself down what he is in the matter
of religious belief. He may even insist on describing himself
from that point of view, as Dogberry insisted upon being
written down an ass. But to independent thinkers who do
not care, or perhaps are not quite able to specifically label
themselves, the interrogation may appear not only uncalled
for, but positively annoying and impertinent.

A return of the number of people who hold this or that
particular religious belief might be interesting, perhaps even
useful. But then, to be one or the other, it must be accurate.
And that is what no religious censusever was, or is
ever likely to be. The great army of“ Nothingarians,”
not to appear absolutely ignorant as to what they
believe, may be too apt to :ot down any definite descrip-
tion that occurs tothem on the spur of the moment. It
may be that of the Sunday-school which they attended in
childhood, the church or chapel to which they were then
dragged or driven, but which has never seen them since ; or
more likely, in default of any other suggestive idea, they pop
themselves down as “ Church of England.”

It is the latter possibility that has aroused an amusing
apprehension on the part of Nonconformists. They fear,
and not without good reason, that the Established Church
will come out with a greater strength than it is entitled to
claim. Hence we find the Liberator asking : “ What right
has the Government of the day to knock at the door of every
house in this kingdom, and to put the question, What is
your religious profession ?” On the other hand, the Record,
as a Church paper that believes it will be on the right side in
the result, scouts the complaint as unfounded, and argues
that, as the interrogation is authorised by Parliament, the
right is established. This, of course, does not dispose of the
grievance, but simply raises the question, Why should
Parliament authorise the inquiry? If a reply were purely
optional, there would be no great cause for complaint; but,
according to law, a refusal to answer, or to answer correctly,
is punishable by a penalty of £5. That makes it look like
a serious matter. The penalty, however, is not likely to be
enforced. If it were in all the cases of misdescription, there
would be an astounding accession to the national revenue.

In default of Parliamentary remedy, the course naturally
open to those who would resent the penalty-enforced inquiry is
to make any caustic or nonsensical reply that occurs to them,
and leave the enumerators to make the best of it.

That some of the Churches are really anxious for the
proposed extension of the census to religious profession is
shown by the following extract from a letter in the Catholic
Times: “ You say, ‘We see no objection to taking a religious
census.” Now | think that is not going far enough, and
that, instead of being satisfied with not objecting, Catholics
ought to ask, demand, require, and insist upon having such
a census taken.” In Germany and the United States a religious
census is taken, but not with very reliable results, and there
was a proposition made ten years ago to extend to religious
returns the Census (England) Act and the Census (Scotland)
Act, but without meeting with general approval. The truth
is the Briton’s love of following his own sweet will in matters
of religion takes offence even at an inquiry' as to the direction
in which it has pleased him to go.

The Christian, with pious horror, quotes the following
sentence from an article by a “ well-known American
preacher ” whom it will not condescend to name : “ The task
now is to remove the Bible from the unwarranted place
assigned to it, and to do this in such a manner that it will
not suffer diminution of the honor which belongs to it of
right and in its own place.” The Christian indignantly
demands : “What is the ‘unwarranted place’ assigned to
the Bible?” In the course of its tirade against the growing
heresy of the day, the Christian makes the rather shrewd
remark that “ it is strange that clerical critics do not see
that every step they take in belittling the authority of
scriptures is undermining their own authority as preachers.”
Of course it is, and the more that is done the better for
human sanity.

The latest issue of the Church Gazette is an improvement
on that which we noticed last week. This is, in part, due to
the re-appearance of that interesting and extremely liberal-
minded contributor,”“ Martin West.” This week he has sonic
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gossip on “ Retired Parsons,” which will be hardly palatably
to many Church people. He says : “ It is quite true that ar
bishops (other than colonial) continue to work until
advanced ages, and that deans and canons usually hold their
offices till death overtakes them ; but the undignified clerg)>
who do not hold rich livings, and are not obliged from utter
lack of private means to remain in harness to the last, ae
apt to retire at an age when, were they in other profession6
they would be expected to have a good many years of active
life before them. A man with whom 1 discussed this
menon the other day remarked that the reason would be fauna
in the fact that, whereas lawyers and medicos generally fow|
their profession, parsons do not. For the honor of the cloul
one would like to scout such a notion, but | fear thereis
something in it.” .

He mentions the case of one parson he knew who had a
charge in London, and while in the prime of life decided to
retire. “ | saw him after he had preached his last senin®/1
‘There,” he said, as he came away, ‘I've done with t®
church. | never intend to enter another so long as | five-
This took place about fifteen years ago, and, except to attend
awedding ora funeral, | believe the gentleman in question heS
kept his word. Yet it would be unjust to term him an in®
ligious man ; he has simply a profound contempt for church’
| know two other men who have retired who make it, so N
speak, a point of honor not to go to church. They have bon
told me that they ‘ have had enough of it.””

Ambrose Bierce thanks the Lord “ that for the good thdJ
hast provided folly, for the wicked the good, for the dre®
hope, for the cheerful tears, for the wise indifference, ad
death for all.” Also “ that for those denied brains there
the consolation of religion.” _

“You cannot tell a Christian of to-day from anybody els*1
He goes to the bar-room and the ball-room just like the average
man of the world.” So says the Rev. L. G. Broughton,
Atalanta, Georgia. We daresay he is right. It is prctt
much the same over here.

Mrs. Caroline Kirkland, daughter of the late Major Kif™
land, who has recently returned to the United States after
lengthy sojourn amongst the Boers in South Africa, has*
poor opinion of the converted Kaffir. “A Kaffir in 1l
natural state,” she says, “ has a strong sense of justice,
never want to hire any more Christian Kaffirs for servants'
The minute a Kaffir becomes a Christian he will swear, he!
and steal. | don't mean that the Christian Kaffirs are no
safe to live with, but they are untrustworthy. The
Kaffir may be depended upon.”

The War Office seems to have had its own notion as to t®

antecedents of men of God who might- apply for the post O
army chaplains at the front. This is one of the questions Pal
to nominators : “ Has the applicant ever been in prison, and'
if so, for what offence ?” The Westminster Gazette says th*
a colonel of Oxford Yeomanry nominated as chaplain tn.
head of one of the largest and most fashionable colleges O
Oxford. He filled up the preliminary inquiries with “ De*1
of Ch— Ch—, Professor of Theology,” etc., but whenljl
came to the above-mentioned question he left a blank.
War Office is nothing if not careful, and next day came to
memorandum : “ We note you gave no answer to questi®"
No. 6. We hope that this does not imply that the appliedl
has been convicted. We shall be glad of a definite reply Q1
this point.”

Rev. David Watson, preaching before the Young Me)*
Christian Association at Paisley, made the following adn»5
sion —*“ The great, the wise, the mighty, are notwith us...."
The best thought, the widest knowledge, and the deep®s
philosophy have discarded our Church. They detest wi®
they call the inhumanities of our creed......They are big'Y’ j
a faith in the ultimate salvation of man—a faith that inspnfj
them to toil, and shames our whining cant.” We may a.,f
tgat we take this extract from the Paisley and Renfrews'l"

azette.

There is some consolation in knowing that Isaac Gord®"
the wretched money-lender, who died and was buried *
squalidly at Birmingham, in spite of all his wealth, was, alt-e
all, not an Englishman. He tried to get naturalised, but t1
Home Secretary would not let him pass. It is said that t*1
preyed upon his mind, and helped to hasten his decease fr0
consumption. He was really a Polish Jew.

Mr. R. D. Blackmore, the novelist, whose Lorna
achieved such wide and deserved success, was also a lliar
gardener. His estate has been sworn at .£16,963 10s. J
Rev. Canon Henry Twells, the hymn writer, who .
at Bournemouth in January, has left an estate ""°r t
£85,289 17s. iod. What a big difference between the Srf, e
writer and the little one I What a vast difference between j
estates of the novelist and market gardener and that of 1
preacher o f* Blessed be ye poor”!
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To Correspondents.

'~;-A¥LE5 Watts's Lecturing Engagements.—Apr“ 1,
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\ ‘ﬁi\'/e\&f"ﬁstsﬁﬁh have appeared since the second volume of
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XT_y0

QU 1d\e borrowed too much from Ingoldsby.

Pulpit \w~"Kkei 1Taylor, author of the Diegesis and the Devil's
Uid h's uS, ad,y treated during his two years’ imprisonment,
Please eca seems to have been affected. Soon after his
Puhlic WoL he married a wealthy lady and retired from
at Jersev™’ °lIt dlere was 110 change in his opinions. He died

m i1-AEs f?l‘glnot surprising. Freethought meetings
The d;mj °.mil off to some extent during the war excitement,
to Quffern”;1°n's not confined to our meetings. Olliers seem

.Ethical r 1.m°re- An official statement is before us that

j Ze°fthe °~ ties are j»st now under a cloud, so far as the
°ubt tile aud'ences attending the lectures is concerned.” No

e 'v'h be a gratifying reaction when the war is over.

Sew of il was a gross maisuse of Mr. Lecky's name. His
Ynaturp . s°utli African War was given over his own

“bstantiaiiy Vi6 Daily News of Saturday, March 10, anil is
articl the same as that* W8 howhitet- i €

_IPnnowk uilon™s agD°‘ After all, the only practical ques-
VAR  what shall be done when the war’is over ?

yi AN See "Sugar Plums.”

HEure!\ Ev— Pleased to hear that you think Mr. Watts's
l'verec! A unday at Huddersfield were the best he has ever

"thre 'ere- Mr. Foote will try to offer you a date shortly.
a®Are nai a complete edition of Colonel Ingersoll’s works,
htrer;  «any Waiting to see the full contents of the promised

" B\Te edl*ion, which is due in April.
trGloucP:. r \ es’ ,de Evangelist who has just been soul-saving
‘ted the er Is a brother of the late Charles Bradlaugh, who
n'h finj anie. ol‘'t of obscurity and made it illustrious. You
lradlaugh t?e Interesting items about this ” brother ” in Mrs.
b 0Pronmt,, onner’s life of her father. Thanks for your efforts
“tBphe  °Ur c'rculation.
exp™ Frazers Golden Bough is a splendid book, but
0™ hadg ve' A new edition is promised at an early date,

S|! a*ethe im ~ ,1perhaps, wait for that, if you can afford to
\I™" ; purchase.

e F’Tssa»,r/Llhs *r *te reference. We had already noted
artlcle. sag’) though ; and it will serve as the basis of an

"OAH.. -1t arrives as we are going to press. Shall be
V 10U "ext._
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Letters for the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to
28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C.

Orders for literature should be sent to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stone-
cutter-street, E.C.

Scale of Advertisements_ﬁ—Thil’t WOFdS_, is. 6d.; every suc-
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements : —One inch,
4s, 6d.; half column, {1 2s. 6d ; column, £2 5s. Special terms
for repetitions.

Sugar Plums.

T he Atherueuin Hall will be closed, as far as Freethought
lectures are concerned, this evening (Mar. 18), the proprietor
having desired the use of it all day for a private function.
Mr. Cohen will lecture there next Sunday evening (Mar. 25).
His subject will be duly announced in our next issue.

Last Sunday Mr. Charles Watts lectured twice in Hudders-
field to large and enthusiastic audiences. Friends were
present from Bradford, Doncaster, Dewsbury-, and Marsden.
An interesting debate followed the afternoon lecture.

Mr. Cohen’s debate at Pontypridd with Mr. Mayo, a
Spiritualist, on the question of a future life, seems to have
given him a good opportunity for what a correspondent calls
his “ common-sense appeals.” We are informed that “a
good Rationalist impression was made.”

Our ever-welcome contemporary, the New York Truth-
seeker, in the March 3 number just to hand, gives a full
report of an address by Dr. J. E. Roberts, which we shall
reproduce for the benefit of our own readers. It is an
eloquent comparison of Moody and Ingersoll. Dr. Roberts
speaks to large audiences in the Church of this World, in
Kansas City.

Tennyson’s “large infidel,” Omar Khayyam, so magni-
ficently translated or transfused by Edward Fitzgerald—
who seems also to have been a Freethinker—is finding an
ever-widening appreciation. Macmillan’s firm have sold
some 30,000 copies,of their new half-crown edition, and
Mosher has sold 20,000 copies of his shilling edition in
America. Several special and private editions are also
being published at high prices—one as high as ~20.

Friends of the Humanitarian League are apprised that a
Conversazione will be held next Wednesday evening(Mar. 21)
at St. Martin’s Town Hall, near Trafalgar-square. A per-
formance is to be given of a short anti-vivisectionist Play by
Mr. H. S. Salt, entitled A Lover of Animals. There is also
to be a brief musical program, but most of the time is to be
available for conversation. The object of the gathering is to
“enable friends of the Humanitarian League to become
better acquainted with one another.” Tickets, one shilling
each, can be obtained from the League Secretary, 53
Chancery-lane, W.C.

The Freethought Magazine (Chicago) for March edited by
H. L. Green, has for frontispiece a good portrait of the Rev.
Thomas B. Gregory, who addressed the Chicago Liberal
Society on Sunday', January 7, on “ The Universalism of
Reason and Science.” The full text of this address is given
further on. Mr. Gregory advocates the New Universalism,
which hardly appears to have a God, though it has the hope
of a future life. We are glad to see that Editor Green is
maintaining the excellent character of this publication.
Unfortunately it is not self-sustaining. We note that
pecuniary aid is being sought, and that April 12 is
“ Donation Day.” We hope it will recruit Editor Green’s
exchequer.

At the Manhattan Liberal Club, New York, the weekly
home of thinkers and cranks, they have been discussing the
great question of the Twentieth Century. Most of the Liberals
over there hold that it doesn’t begin until 1900 is over, but
Professor Eccles and Mr. Horr stood up, in a small minority',
for the view of Lord Kelvin. Our readers may recollect that
we are with the Transatlantic Liberal majority on this
question.

Mr. George Anderson sends us an extract from the letter of
a young lady of twenty-one, whom he has been “ trying to
make an Agnostic of.” He lent her a copy of Father Furniss’s
well-known Sight of Hell. Her indignation at this monstrous
“ Book for Children” is very natural. *“ It is punishable by
law,” she observes, “for a nurse to frighten her charge to
the deterioration of its health; why, then, not stop the
teaching of such horrible nonsense—for that is what it is ?”
Why not?

Captain Otto Thomson, of Stockholm, writes thanking us
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for his weekly copy of the Freethinkei, and gives us a more
hopeful account of the Freethought Movement in Sweden.
Lectures and even debates are attracting good audiences.
One lecturer appears to be quite popular, but”we cannot
quite make out his name. Captain Thomson himself is as
stalwart as ever. When he wrote to us he had just attended
a successful Bruno celebration.

The Editorial Christ.

Fkom the murky atmosphere that hung above and along a
certain side street in the crowded area sacred to metropolitan
‘ournalism a figure, hardly distinguishable in the prevailing
gloom, glided rapidly through one of the portals of a great
daily newspaper office. The figure had the semblance of a
man, despite a mysterious imperceptibility of outline and
substance and attire, which might have suggested a ghost,
a wraith, a semi-materialised spirit, essence, or influence,
rather than a full and actual embodiment in the human form.
Looking neither to the right nor the left, it passed up the
first short flight of steps, and, regardless, of a glass-fronted
box at the side of the entrance, made for the door imme-
diately in front.

The glass window rose with an angry jerk, and a gruff
voice exclaimed : “ Stop ! you can’t go up there. Who are
you ?” The challenge came from the porter in the box, who
now thrust out his head.

“ 1 am that | am,” was the grave and simple reply.
on my father’s business to seek the manager.”

“Then you may go away, for he ain’tin.”

“Thou liest; he iswithin. He is in his room at this moment,
smoking a cigarette, and saying to himself: ‘* Would that
this war would go on for at least another year.””

“ Well, I'm damned "

“ That you certainly will be, John Jones. It is so written.”

The porter gasped, opened his eyes wide, and shut them
as if doubtful that he was awake. When instantly afterwards
he looked again, the figure had vanished.

Two minutes later the manager—who was, indeed,
leisurely smoking a cigarette, and mentally calculating,
with eyes cast upwards, the tens and hundreds of thousands
of golden shekels that the present-time carnage might yet
add to the proprietorial coffers—felt himself impressed with
the influence of some mysterious presence. Glancing forward,
his eyes met those of the visitor who had so disturbed
the porter, and who now stood immediately before him. The
door, which he could have sworn had never been opened, still
remained closed.

“ What the Devil "—he began to exclaim.

“ Peace, man. Mention not that name in my presence.
This night thy erstwhile editor is in the arch-fiend’s clutches.
I am he that, till break of day, will rule the newspaper you
manage, which for so long has been an eyesore to Heaven.”

“ Oh, indeed!” said the manager sarcastically. “ So you
shall—outside, in some Fleet-street pub., whence, | suppose,
you have come.”

And the manager stretched out his hand to touch ail electric
button. Strange, but too painfully true, his arm was instantly
transfixed— paralysed.

Unheeding, the apparition, as it now seemed to be—stern
and wrathful in voice and visage—continued : “ All here have
betrayed their trust, have forsaken God and sold themselves
to Mammon, have become false leaders of men ; fools, knaves,
vipers, whited sepulchres. This place,” he added, “ has become
a den of thieves.”

And he laid upon the table a whip of cords which he drew
from beneath his long, loose robe.

Never man spake as this man, and the manager—haughty
and insolent for many a year before—became instantly humble,
and as docile as a child.

“We will examine a copy of the issue of this morning.”
The manager, with no volition of his own, looked around
forgone. But the stranger already had one in his hand, and,
laying it out on the table, pointed to the name on the top of
the front page. *“ That title,” he said, “ must be altered, as
well as the contents.”

“ But the trade and our readers will not then know it,” the
manager tremulously ventured to say.

“Ah, fools and knaves ! The people prefer such papers as
the Morning Liar, the Evening Reptile, or the Daily Devil's
Own. But this one shall be altered to-night in everything,
from title to imprint. Say no more. The date, too, shall be
“All Saints’ Day.” All these advertisements on the front
page must come out----- ?

“ O spare me that!” was the instant cry of the manager in
heart-broken accents. “ O leave me, O leave me my front-
page ads. I’ As he realised the full effect of the command,
his hair seemed actually to stand on end, and beads of cold
perspiration broke out on his brow.

“ These advertisements of births must come out,” pursued
the implacable dictator ; “ they are mere vanity. These
‘marriages ' take space that would be better filled by a
hymn—say such a one as ‘ Safe in the arms of Jesus.” The
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deaths may remain ; they serve to remind mankind of
mortality. On no account will |1 have these announcerno
of public amusements. To-night they will be replaced .
extracts from ‘ Young’s Night Thoughts’ and Harvey
‘ Meditations amongst the Tombs.” These tradesnie
vulgar puffs of their shoddy goods will be omitted. 1
vile huckstering, displayed with so much effrontery, is
than that driven out of the Temple—albeit, this neWspaP|
sheet is not the House of God, but for the nonce it isajounl
edited by Jesus. The apostles never wanted any of tjii®
expensive and luxurious articles here advertised, for tn'
loved not the world nor the things of the world, and "\C
content with the barest necessaries of existence.”

The manager, as well he might, sank back in hisc'a’
and gasped in speechless amaze. Entre nous, he would
have minded some little interference with the news conten >
but the advertisements!'—“ O Lord, O Lord,” he could
faintly sigh. t

“ Now we will turn to all these pages ot war |ntelllga1(]
Did ever a I'rince of Peace gaze on such a monstrous i,
sickening exhibition in print of the horrors of warfare—s r
an evident lingering and gloating over, and elaboration j
the details of wholesale human slaughter? The sun 3
moon are compelled to look down on the death-dean
efforts of the combating fiends. But that Christian peoPJ
far removed from the scene of the realities, sho
hunger and thirst for detailed narratives—instead ol tum*
with shuddering abhorrence even from the imagination™
what is taking place—is utterly and absolutely horrible. ‘5
this must come out—the more especially as much of 1J
exaggeration and conjecture—is twisted, expanded, dress"
up, and served out over and over again, sometimes O? j
very same page by dint of sub-editorial repetition. Out a

0es.” . .
g Thereupon, taking up a blue pencil, the editor from
high indignantly struck out column after column.

“We will now turn to the general news. Divorce easJ
breach of promise cases, murders, police news, record3
flaunting vice— O horrors upon horrors ! But we will u
none of these, if only because they carry with them thev ,
of suggestion and pander to morbid appetites. N
article, stock exchange lists, dividends, company meeting”,
what are all these but part of the worship of Mauifll.(
Trade news and markets -they concern not the godly>" s
labor not for the meat that perisheth, but that which g*
eternal life. We will have none of them, nor any of
criticisms of play-acting people, who air themselves be
high Heaven with their petty mimicry and idle clowning 1~
world full of sin and sorrow, where every moment devote
amusement is diverted from the never-ceasing task ol f .
paring for the everlasting existence hereafter. Sportl,6
latest betting—faugh ! Not a line—not a line shall go

The manager was fast approaching asphyxiation. jfJ
moved by an impulse not his own, he mechanically nod
assent. m|
“You will now,” pursued the dictator, “ send this maf [tr
paper to the sub- editors as a guide to the omissions f°f
morrow.” . 0

“ Rt Wikh mean rubnb I’ meared the mmamages- UIIl J
mdeed,” he added, brightening up, “it had all been bog*”~
the world over for three or four months previously, and {

price Of the special issue could De trebled. Ba, pray, ‘e it
postpone this till later on. 1 see business and immense Pr
init.” aif

“ No, it must be done now. What shall it profit a m3
he gain the whole world and lose his own soul ?” .Q

The manager was silent. He thought he had heard ,t
words before, but was too agitated to decide whether of
to acquiesce in their application. .

Then a thought flashed across his mind. *“ If all)* jje
pages are wiped out, what is to go in their place?
said this as if it were a poser.

A serene and ineffably sweet smile illumined the J
editor’s countenance, and from it scintillating rays seejs:
to spread around the apartment. Then came the w° pt
“Print in their place the Book of the prophet Isaiah-
he spake of me.” 4

The manager stared. He had but a dim recollect*0! je
Isaiah and the length of his book ; but, as a random si>°’
ventured to suggest that it would not be enough. mP

“If | say itis enough, will not that make it so? O J«
of little faith, hast thou not heard of the miracle 0
loaves and fishes ?”

The manager judged it expedient to say no more 0].’L%|,d
point. His mind wandering off into a speculation on N§
his wife would say when he got home and told her all j|{
he haply bethought him that the column of “ Fashions O
Day ” would come in that night. ~0

His thought was instantly divined. Its expressm LN
aaticipated by these words which fell on his ears : )
tawdry gewgaws of women ! Fill up that column Wi, pd
admonition : Consider the lilies of the valley; they LO pi
neither do they spin, yet Solomon in all his glory
arrayed like unto these.”

A pause. “ Have you any orders in regard to the
articles ?” timidly inquired the manager at length. “ ‘e
you don’t quite approve of their style and tone?”

Jiti



placed by
Harveys
BOESTEN'S
id. This
is wore
ewspaper
ajournal
' of thee

for they

and were
his chair,
wouldn't

contents,
:ould but

from

“vdg
a b,°d>
‘e trs
a «0 if

:ard

N i
jer o

the rfjj
S seen' ™
ie *of&t
liah.

“1S’

de ot

rall ~
ons (L

A0

1y o
y

Ii'.e< &é‘gdq

March 18, 1900.

"1 don't.”

find"ebber 4° V ’ the other hastened to say, glad, indeed, to
rile.°lle point of agreement. “ Too flabby, you think, as a
%ly ' .ough sometimes so strong as to be calculated to give
haeb 8uarters. Oh, yes, | have often said so, but
girH. °eeil told to attend to my own department and leave
1yH atters alone.”
of preyS are Habby, and often illogical, ill-conceived, full
hut tli * Ice\Perversion of fact, and in their effect misleading ;
time ;@r. ma'n condemnation is that they deal with things of

“Ha ~ things °heternity.” ]

« Ve >0u any suggestion to make as to improvement ?”
~Ni"e, excepttiati°r literary charm and grace, high tone,
effectlv °* statement, cogency of argument, and general
nientioe™ss' Jhe writers might study the Freethinker. |
bigip n ).t journal, though it is sometimes opposed to me,
Chriw: 63't|y not half so much as are the majority of so-called

[~uan prints.”

“y&rcKards the Parliamentary and other reports ?”
sPace,,.vi Ine °h Parliament twaddle is going in.  Fill up the
the otiilth Seneah»gies from the Old Testament. Throw all
kinjrjQer rePorts away. No reporter shall ever enter the
Frofi ©* heaven. 1 have myself suffered too much from
Jlade su Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. The}7have
tradictiucll a hash of their work with their inaccuracies, con-
hedordOnS'i Interpolations, and puerilities, that 1 now wish |
inti>«rtiaV |1 fP hOn0? raph and Kodak to have been invented
to itn|iilil ‘ustead Of centuries afterwards. Tine mutoscopc
const;,,; have made clear and indisputable much that now

"The»* blocks to belief.”

PA°fanitE-1Sanohher point,” he added, “and that is the shocking
'vhen am the sub-editorial and composing rooms, especially
riQrent v°|lume of important news comes in at the last
no*, j and there is insufficient time to set it. There
Kru' er .ave given orders enough for the next few hours.
"ave an* calliaff to me at this moment. Later on | may
Paper USve *tem _ information about him for our
avlous EIic(%;o-morrow will drive all the rival rags mad with

A Hitl .
he. € manager upeiieu ms eyes. .Apparently,
ne*edit he bad been dozing. He looked around. The
r°t even®,i ~ Sone- Not a trace of him was left behind—

ke porte taat blue-pencilled paper. He instantly'called for
15 tue Hand' intarnogated him. Tiat fuikctionary said n
nianager ulat some religious maniac had inquired for the
N UPsta(rs cou” svvear that he had not allowed him to

beennE er mused over the matter, and wondered if he
Inkiiliej dreaming. He thought that if the dream were
lotion r * a sP'r‘tual admonition, he might consider the
Je'vomd aised.as to many of the advertisements. Of course,
le"Vaulj jl reject them. That would never do. But what
'yas this—he would raise their price.
Francis Neale.

1Slim.”

N simRN° ENT asks us whether we have not been struck
iU not ar,ty between the characteristic traits of the Boer
fi’Nion On Incon\ni°n type of Scot. Without expressing an
,°r "hat P°int, we give our correspondent’s observations
leaUis ,,Irley are worth. He says: “The kind of Scot I
Oere, angj ®y found outside of Scptland. He flourishes best
o ,8ibie erdibrc remains at home. He is a great reader
»{fit anda!r can duote it liberally and literally for his own
railed to 7 1S enemies’ discomfiture. His interests are
°rd‘tyco  house, his parish, his c_ountr%/. His practical
ie thep s*ts in severe condemnation of others’ failings,
an eld1Ce as “&w Virtues as will support a reputation,
.ross-n,, fr.°~ s?me Kkirk, stands at the collection-plate,
;MIres ile yst;ions intending applicants for membership. In
b»><a/ s as a flint, in private intercourse as
* a eotispi . e & Testament. In his real privacy, shared
tA.bness frac? °f acquaintances like himself, he reveals a
ling all e ‘drain.” He is careless of dress, concen-
Md~ance ISrgcare uP°n the proper composure of his
iiw the te  Panny’he is, as the Boer is ‘slim’; brave
rei'Tugnabiesacly ot unenlightenment ; and in dogma
d ors _  He talks of the Deity as if they were
by! 7w .hsa °* his neighbor as if he were the Devil. He
tW.c°nstant =« .°he n sneers, with a caustic wit perfected
O 8 he ;sIn8u*ry into human failings. In all bargain-
Iber aot annp LBW*y as be appears simple, and though he
W.,e>» no s,,ar,In Thrums, nor live near the Brier Bush,
lijya the wa,.01 but knows him : his name is ‘ Holy Willie.’
elliciaf™u °ver antl it comes to arrangements, let the
Jhe Ow/oofw are of his brother in the Transvaal.”l

1. thy

~rteoaS the °~,/be best-tempered steel metal is most
in the; truly generous are the most pliant and
r behavior to their inferiors.—Fuller.
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The Deistic Movement.

By the Late J. M. W heeler.
( Continued from page /JJ.)

In the last decade of the seventeenth century Henry
Layton, a barrister, put forward several pampbhlets
arguing against the immateriality and natural immor-
tality of the soul. This position was taken up by Dr.
William Coward, whose Second Thoughts concerning
the Human Soul, published in 1702 under the pseudonym
of Estibus Psychalethes, occasioned some stir. Although
the work was dedicated to the clergy, founded on scrip-
ture, and only adopted the views now held by Christa-
delphians and believers in conditional immortality, it
was ordered by the House of Commons to be burnt
by the common hangman, which order was carried
into execution, 1704. This, however, only made the
author more notorious, and helped the sale. Coward’s
view was defended by the learned Dodwell the elder.
The House of Commons further proved its orthodoxy
by expelling John Asgill, member for the pocket borough
of Bramber, in Sussex, for publishing a tract in which
he took the words of Jesus, “ Whosoever liveth and
believeth in me shall never die,” in their literal sense.
His work was ordered to be burnt by the common
hangman as profane and blasphemous. Asgill and
Coward are both classed by Swift and others among
the unbelievers of the period.

Convocation attempted proceedings agaiust Toland
as well as against Whiston, but the effort broke down.
In attempting to silence Hoadly, Convocation was
silenced itself. From 1717, when, as Buckle remarks,
it was justly considered that the country had no further
occasion for its services, till 1850, when a feeble Govern-
ment thought the Church needed a safety-valve, its
croak was heard no more.

In the reign of Queen Anne foreign scepticism began
to attract attention. Bayle’s great dictionary, the pre-
cursor of Diderot’s Encyclopedia, was translated into
English, and No. 389 of the Spectator relates how
Bruno’s Spaccio della Bestia Trioufantc, which a few
years before had been sold with five others by the same
author for twenty-five pence, fetched fifty pounds. A
translation of this work of Bruno’s, of which only fifty
copies were printed, appeared in 1713.

Shaftesbury is to be noted for his defence of
ridicule as the proper remedy for fanaticism. The
French prophets, whose convulsions had been intensi-
fied by their cruel persecution in their own country,
occasioned so much disturbance that steps were pro-
posed for suppressing them. This occasioned Lord
Shaftesbury’s Letter on Enthusiasm. These fanatics,
he argues, glory in persecution—how much better to
laugh at them. He even ventures to suggest that the
Jews would have done more harm by ridicule than by
crucifixion. He was, however, in favor rather of good
humor than mockery. “ Good humor is not only the
best security against enthusiasm, but the best founda-
tion of piety and true religion.” “ Our Savior’s style is
sharp, humorous, and witty in his repartees....... his
miracles carry with them a certain festivity, alacrity,
and good humor, so that it is impossible not to be
moved in a pleasant manner at their recital”—i.e.,
as Leland kindly explains, not to laugh at them.
“ Sacred Scripture has been so miraculously preserved
in its successive copies and transcription under the eye
(as we must needs suppose) of holy and learned critics.”
(Mill’s New Testament, with thirty thousand various
readings, first published in 1707, passed through several
editions and made some stir.) “ David was a hearty
espouser of the merry devotion. The high dance per-
formed by him in the procession of the sacred coffer
shows he was not ashamed of expressing any ecstasy of
playsome humor.” *“ The Christian theology, the birth,
procedure, generation, and personal distinctions of the
divinity, are mysteries only to be determined by the
initiated or ordained to whom the State has assigned the
guardianship and promulgation of the divine oracles. It
becomes not those who are uninspired from heaven and
uncommissioned from earth to search with curiosity into
the original of these holy rites and records by law estab-
lished.” It is evident Shaftesbury’s profession of
“ steady orthodoxy, resignation, and entire submission
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to the truly Christian and Catholic doctrines of our
holy Church, as by law established,” may have had a
political, but certainly had no religious value.

Scepticism was slowly but surely gaining foothold.
Swift, the greatest intellect of the time, believed rather
in High Churchism than in Christianity. In his Tale oj
a Tub sacred things were most freely handled, and he
did not scruple to write a profane poem on the Day of
Judgment. Pope, though by profession a Roman
Catholic, in his most famous poem, the Essay on Man,
if not directly inspired by Bolingbroke, the guide,
philosopher, and friend to whom it is addressed, con-
siders man without any reference to Christian dogmas.
Every line in the poem might, as far as the sentiments
are concerned, have been written by any Deist of the
period. Even bully Warburton loved a fair fight, and
was greatly in advance of his age in the matter of
toleration. Of that shapeless mass of erudition and
hard-hitting which he called A Demonstration of the
Divine Legation of Moses, Churchill writes :—

To make himselfa mail of note

He in defence of Scripture wrote:
So long he wrote and long about it
That e'en believers 'gan to doubt it.

The opponents of the Deists, in striving to reconcile
Christianity to reason, virtually hoisted down the old
flag and run up a new one. What had been gained
cannot be better stated than in the admission of Butler :

“ 1 express myself with caution lest | should be mis-
taken to vilify reason, which is, indeed, the only faculty
we have wherewith to judge concerning anything, even
revelation itself, or be misunderstood to assert that a
supposed revelation cannot be proved false from internal
characters. For it might contain clear immoralities or
contradictions, and either of them would prove it false”
(Analogy, part ii., chap. 3).

The old positions were being abandoned, and the tide,
while driving the Deists towards anti-supernaturalism,
drove even Churchmen further and further from the old
citadel of faith towards the very frontiers of Free-
thought.

Anthony Collins had projected following up his attack
on prophecy by an investigation of the Christian
miracles. The design was executed by Thomas
Woolston, of Sidney College, Cambridge, who had prp-
posed to Collins to make a collection of the ridiculous
opinions that have the sanction of the primitive Church
as a means of attack, both on that Church and its
modern defenders. This proposal is the key to much
that seems strange in Woolston’s discourses, in which
he attacks the Gospels under cover of the Fathers.
Born at Northampton in 1699, he was distinguished at
college for his study of Origen and the patristic writers
whom he followed in placing an allegorical interpretation
upon scripture.

His first appearance as an author was in 1705, when
he had printed at Cambridge a work on the evidences in
which he adopted the allegorical method of interpreting
the old Jew-books. This work excited little remark,
and he continued at Cambridge until 1720, when he
published a Latin treatise, challenging as a forgery the
letter said to have been addressed by Pontius Pilate to
Tiberius Caesar. About this time he also wrote an
epistle to prove that the Quakers were nearest like the
primitive Christians. Shortly after these evidences of
heterodoxy he was deprived of his fellowship at Sidney

tCollege, Cambridge.

We next find him entering into the controversy which
'‘Collins had raised in his discourse on “ The Grounds
and Reasons of the Christian Religion.” He published
The Moderator between an Infidel and an Apostate (1721).
IIn this work Woolston maintained, among other
matters, that the miracles were incredible. They must
be taken as figurative. Saint Augustine had said that,
if some of them were not figurative, they were foolish.
A prosecution for blasphemy and profaneness was the
result. To the honor ofWhiston, he used his influence
with the Attorney-General to drop the eharge.

( To be continued.)

1 differ with Moore in thinking Christianity useful to the
World ; no man of sense can think it true.—Shelley.
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Two Crucified Saviors.

( Concludedfrom page i./f).)

There are to-day six hundred warring sects in ~rs
tianity, and there were as many, or more, of the HindQ
religion.

Thus we see that the parallel between Chrishna °°
Christ is so complete that the most learned theologi3
in Christendom cannot demonstrate that one was a® »
and the other a god, for the reason that there is( j
positive proof that either Chrishna or Christ ever Fe
at all. ,

Certain it is no characters in all the range of hist®j
labor under such a deficiency of evidence as to
reality, or such a burden of proof that they ate
creatures of imagination. ,

The oldest, yet the most rational, religion that ®
possessed the human mind was Sun-worship.

The sun is the most wonderful and awe-inspir*
object in nature Was it at all wonderful that ,
imagination of an infant race should be paraly®}
before this wonderful mystery of nature, and shed!
conceive that the sun was God, and worship it?

Humanity, groping amidst the mysteries of nat® >
has, through all the ages, inherited the religion of »
worship. "

There are known to us but four stages of h. d
thought— the pagan, philosophic, theologic, and ratioO
istic. It has taken all these ages for science to de®
strate the fact that the sun is the source of life, and t ~
light and heat generate and sustain all life on our pla®
yet what the sun is, or what light and heat as enti
are, the most learned savant or priest knows no
to-day than the Egyptian who worshipped the 5
god ” on the banks of the Nile. j

No one believes at this day that there ever was
a personage as Apqllo,_the last E tian deity. Ap° ,
W:El)s e §8n, andpti']e Egyptfans v%?sﬁfppe& I}/The %ﬁ
of Heaven,” the “ Source of Light.” >

This descended to the Greeks, whose legend was
Apollo was the god of eloquence, music, medicine, *
poetry ; that Apollo’s father was Jupiter, whom
Greeks confounded with Osiris, which was the Sun. (

Plutarch says that *“the Egyptians believed »”»
Osiris travelled to the plains of India, and a neWo.
was worshipped there bearing a name in the langu®%
of that country— Chrishna, which means the Sun. J

So the legends floated down through the ages, f .
this God, Chrishna, travelled from the plains of »° j
along the tortuous highway of imagination to the ba*..
land of Palestine ; and this new Sun God, Jesus Cm »
again took possession of the human mind, and
Christian Scripture describes him “las the true ~
which lighteth evemy man that cometh into the WOt.3
(John i. 9). This is, in the severest sense, descripl
of the Sun. .g

St. Luke i. 78, 79, describes Christas “ The day-sP’ljt
from on high hath visited us, to give light to them
sit in darkness.” .1

There is no more positive proof that the gods of
and Calvary are real personages, than were the gods »
goddesses who met for conclave in Jupiter’s pal°ce
Mount Olympus. iie

Jupiter was the greatest of the Roman gods-
was believed to be all-powerful in directing
affairs.  Jupiter was known to the Romans aS wf
“ Lord of Heaven ” and the “ Prince of Light.”
was the Sun, and the Romans were nothing but »
worshippers under a new dispensation, inheriting
ideals bequeathed to them by the worshipPefS
Chrishna. Al

The theologic age ascribed to the Christian Co $1
the attributes of Jupiter. He is believed to B® &
supreme director and ruler of human affairs **
known as “ The Lord of Heaven and Earth,” L'$\!
Light,” ‘The Source of Light,” and “ The Light O
World.’ fi

Christians are nothing but sun-worshippers,. st
their system so shrouded in imagines of the Pl $
mind, and clothed in theologic mysteries, that tb
not recognise that the Christians of the nine . $
century are religiously the lineal descendants £ py
worshippers of Jupiter, the sun-god of the Greek™ »
Romans. In all the religions that have possess

1



March 18 1900.

theYn mind sun-worship is the warp of the fabric, and
'deals of advancing races are the woof.

1 ae ”~ev- Robert Taylor, in his Diegesis, says that

theVer™ "*ne Testament is Pagan, and that

wilP IS no* a I*ne read *n tbe Chr'st'an Churches that
~ not dove-tail into its original niche in the Pantheon.”

is,, e Savior idea has been prevalent in all ages, and
'deal6 S¥mk°' or figure in the human mind of its highest

in-lt-lhe’\TucIent will find that there is not a single phrase
litu 16 Testament, or in the Catholic or Protestant
's noF descriptive of the Savior, God, Jesus Christ, that
nian emPfiat'cally descriptive of the sun rather than a

eXprot'cei reader, how the following Biblical or liturgical
essions describe the sun, and not a man :(—

«I arn the light of the world ” (John ix. 5).
t am come a light-inte--the world, that whosoever
(John

[T

)r(]ieih%%Fh in me should not abide in darkness”

"ght to lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory
"Hus people ” (Luke ii. 32).
“y.°d >slight” (1 John i. 5).
p_ Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee ” (Collect in
rPtestant Prayer-book).
uH°d °f God, Light of Light” (Nicene Creed).

“Tuaven and earth are full of thy glory” (Te Deum).
g thou art the King of Glory ” (Te Deum).

the hv'11'06’ reader, the Christian hymn-books, and read
have™mns  Pra‘se to the Sun which white-robed priests
White ni®amorphosed into the man-god, Christ. (The
of IlUn- e °fi the priest was copied from the worshippers
WaSti?lter’ tbe “ King of Heaven and of Light”; white
drawn6f acred color of the Pagans; Jupiter’s chariot was
of wh'r wh'te horses,; the Pagan priests wore robes
sPreadt«h’ A r'st'an priests wear robes of white, and
The v communion-table with snowy linen.)

s"ch v Walte-robed priests and white-robed choirs sing
nymns as these

O Day-spring of Eternal Light !

Predestined Sun of Righteousness,
Haste with thy rising beams to bless.

To hail the rising Sun of Life
The gathering nations come,

brightest and best of the sons of the morning,
Dawn on our darkness, and lend us thine aid,
tar of the East, the horizon adorning.

The earth is with thy glory filled.
acL kindly light, amid the encircling gloom.

O worship the King
In His glory and grace,
Whose robe is the light,
Whose canopy space.

Again the Lord of life and light
Awakes the kindling ray,

b'nseals the eyelids of the morn
And pours increasing day.

When, streaming from the Eastern skies,
The morning light salutes my eyes,

O Sun of Righteousness divine

On me with beams of mercy shine.

n se>crowned with Light Imperial, Salem rise !

~un, we pages with descriptions of the
To - Cord of Heaven and Prince of Light,”

g\\/“h J88 and to ascend into heaven and fill the earth

y&c%rq{x perfectly describes the Sun, and can, only

theolO™'01L ancl uT'suse of language, be made to fit
sub°/N'Can 'Nea describing a man-god. On all

Ing to th""6CtS’ Save on rel'gi°n>we take words accord-

~ceived ur meaning. and do not suffer our reason to be
The p J Metaphors or strained similitudes.

H'ated ?Tpt'ans symbolised their God Apollo by a
The Lp 6 Growing out beams of light.

all-see;n Ind°os symbolised their God Chrishna by an

The g1 e”e surrounded by a flood of sunbeams.

fvth an symbolised their God Jupiter by a sceptre
‘ght. 'Seeing eye above it surrounded by rays of
The
hojead of tth” ScABMEE HUEH W Hedls Wik by
am - the Son of God surrounded by an aura o
’ﬁ){mbdﬁ,‘ o.striking_is the similarity, of, sagkRd.

hianity*''Y sisns in all religions and all ages that
? e deity 6nij to bave bad the same religion and the
th 1js claim n?er a different name.

6s'ns of RUrnar%iﬂé)‘(F ChriShna,ﬂ%_ChEﬁﬁ t]_?ths_die.dqfor
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preaching is that the sinner must pay the penalty for his
or her sins in a lake of everlasting fire. If this is so,
what is the virtue of the atonement? Millions are
destined to be cast into everlasting fire who never heard
of the Christian scheme of salvation.

If “ Jesus paid it all,” and cancelled the sin of the
sinner, why should there be a lake of fire if Jesus has
already suffered for the sinner ?

The idea that the race needs a savior has been
inherited from age to age. This is not strange, as poor
humanity, in its battle with the mysteries of pitiless
nature, does need a Savior to save it from its sufferings
and woes.

The Church, for its own power and profit, preaches
the need of a Savior to save the race from its sins.

The Church ever pleads with its sin-atoning God for
mercy ; never for justice.

If justice ruled supreme throughout the earth, there
would be no sin, and consequently no need for a sin-
atoning Savior.

The gods of all ages and races have been deaf,
dumb, and blind to the cries and sufferings of mankind,
and it cannot be demonstrated that any good was ever
bestowed on the race that struggling humanity was not
at the working end of the line. Vain and worthless,
indeed, is the religion that heals no human woe.

The Hindoo cries piteously to his Savior Chrishna,
and the Christian pleads in anguish with his Savior
Christ, to be saved from sin and suffering ; but the
silence has never been broken, and humanity has seen
no Divine eye to pity or divine arm to save. Humanity
is the sport or the victim of irrevocable law, and it
fights a magnificent battle with Nature’s mysteries.

What do we find the moral effect to be of the doctrine
of a sin-atoning Savior after nineteen centuries of this
teaching?

The Christian nations are armed with enough deadly
weapons to wipe the human race from the face of the
earth. Sanguinary wars are making brutes of men, and
helpless victims of women and children.

Horrors, crimes, and miseries are on every hand. A
desolation of moral principle is so widespread that
political corruption is eating out the heart of Christian
nations. Bitter feuds and implacable heart-burnings
rage like volcanoes in the domestic system, and men,
women, and children, starved, degenerate, drunken, and
diseased, are crushed by the avarice of their fellows, and
compelled to either smother their morals and consciences
or perish from the earth.

For centuries from Christian altars such hymns as
the following have been ascending:—

Jesus Savior, pilot me

Over life’s tempestuous sea ;
Unknown waves before me roll,
Hiding rock and treacherous shoal ;
Chart and compass come from thee ;
Jesus Savior, pilot me.

Let the condition of the human race to-day bear
witness whether this prayer has been answered.

(Mrs.) Josephine K. Henry.

— Blue Grass Blade.

Extended Credit.

A minister in one of the Scotch villages, being in want of a
horse, bought one at a local fair, and, not being a judge of
horseflesh, he sent for a farmer belonging to his congregation
to give his opinion of the bargain.

“What paid ye for him ?” the farmer asked, as he carefully
surveyed the nag.

The minister named the price.

“Man, it's ower muclde,” said the farmer, “the billie’s
cheatit ye.”

“ Well, if he has done so,” said the minister, in righteous
indignation, “ he’ll have to account for it at the last day.”

“ Oh, aye,” said the farmer, reflectively; “but it's gey
lang tick [credit] man—gey lang tick.”—Spare Moments.

A Scotch parson said, in his canting prayer, “ Lord, bless
the Grand Council, the Parliament, and grant that they may
all hang together.” A country fellow standing by said :
“ Amen, with all my heart, and the sooner the better ; and |
am sure 'tis the prayer of all good people.” “ Friends,” says
the parson, “ I don’t mean as that fellow means ; but pray
that they may all hang together in accord and concord.”
“No matter what cord,” answered the rustic, “ so 'tisa strong
cord.—Amen.”
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

[Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday,
and be marked “ Lecture Notice," i r not sent on post-card.]

LONDON.

East London Ethical Society (78 Libra-road, Old Ford, E.):
7, C. F. Newcombe, “ Cardinal Newman.”

South London Ethical Society (Masonic Hall, Camberwell
New-road): 7, Stanton Coit, “ Thou shalt not bear false witness.”

West London Ethical Society (Royal Palace Hotel, High-
street, Kensington, W.): n, Stanton Coit, “ Remember the
Sabbath Day to keep it holy.”

Westminster Secular Society (Grosvenor Arms,
street): 7.30, Social meeting.

Page-

COUNTRY.

Birmingham Branch (Prince of Wales Assembly Rooms):
H. Percy Ward—ir, "The World’s Religions 7, "Christianity
before Christ; or, the Pagan Origin of the Christian Religion.”
Weather permitting, the morning lecture will be given outdoor.
F'or place of meeting see Daily Mail, March 17.

Chatham Secular Society (Queen’s-road, New Brompton) :
2.45, Sunday School; 7, Joseph McCabe, “ The Old Testament
in Board Schools.”

Glasgow (iio Brunswick-street) : 12, Discussion Class— Mr.
Strathern ; 6.30, A. G. Nostik, “ Another Trip to Norway "—with
lantern illustrations.

Hutt (Friendly Societies’ Hall, No. 2 Room) : 7, Mr. Bateman,
“ Education, or Path of Progress.”

Leicester Secular Society (Humberstone-gate): 6.30, J. M.
Robertson, “ Cromwell and Imperialism.”

Manchester Secular Hall (Rusholme-road, All Saints): 7,
Mark L. Sykes, F.R.M.S., "Vaccination and Vaccine Lymph.”
Lantern illustrations.

South Shields (Captain Duncan's Navigation Schools, Market-
place) : 7, “ Hobson’s South Africa: A Review.”

Lecturers’ Engagements.

17 Osborne-road, High-road, Leyton.—March 25,
London.

C. Cohen,
Athenaeum Hall,

H. Percy Ward, 2 Leamington-place, George-street, Balsall
Heath, Birming-ham. —March 18, Birming-ham. April 1, Glasgow ;
8, Birmingham ; 15, Stockton-on-Tees ; 29, Birmingham.

POSITIVISM.

"Reorganisation, without god or Kking, by the systematic
worship of Humanity.”

Information and publications on the Religion of Humanity
may be obtained free on application to the Church of
Humanity, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

Now Ready.

THE HOUSE OF DEATH.

Being Funeral Orations, Addresses, etc.

By COLONEL INGERSOLL.

Beautifully Printed on Fine Thick Paper and Handsomely Bound.

Contents :—Speech at Walt Whitman’s Burial—Tribute to
Henry Ward Beecher—Tribute toCourtlandt Palmer—Tribute
to RoscoeConklin— In Memory of Abraham Lincoln—Tribute
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*n the Light of the Higher Criticism.
special Referenceto Dean Farrar’s New Apology.
By G. W. FOOTE.

Introduction—The Bible Canon—The Bible and
~ Miracles and Witchcraft— The Bible and Free-
Morals and Manners— Political and Social Progress

Chiircllra™On—™ e Testimony of Jesus—The Bible and the
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Bradlaugh.

The Shadow Of the Sword. A Moral and Statistical Essay on
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(5) The Tower of Babel, id. ; (6) Lot's Wife, id.; (f) The Ten
Plagues, id. ; (8) The Wandering Jews, id. ; (9) Balaam’s Ass,
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Open Letters to Jesus Christ. "By G. w. Foote. Racy as

well as Argumentative. Something Unique, qd.

Philosophy of Secularism. By G. w. Foote. 3d.

The Bible God. A Scathing Criticism. By G. W. Foote. 2d.

Pagan Mythology ; or, the Wisdom of the Aneients. By
Lord Bacon, is.

Church of England Catechism Examined. A Masterly
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Bentham. is.

Utilitarianism. By Jeremy Bentham. 3d.

Free Will and Necessity. By Anthony Collins. Reprinted

from 1715 edition, with Biography of Collins by J. M. Wheeler,
and Preface and Annotations by G. W. Foote. Huxley says
that “ Collins writes with wonderful power and closeness of
reasoning.” is. ; superior edition, on superfine paper, cloth, 2s.

The Code Of Nature. By Diderot and D’Holbach. 2d.

The Essence Of Religion. God the Image of Man, Man’s
Dependence upon Nature the Last and Only Source of Religion.
By Ludwig Feuerbach. “ No one has demonstrated and
explained the purely human origin of the idea of God better
than Ludwig Feuerbach."—Buchner, is.

Crimes Of Christianity. By G. W. Foote and J. M. Wheeler.

Hundreds of exact references to Standard Authors. An un-
answerable Indictment of Christianity. Vol. 1., cloth gilt,
216 pp., 2s. 6d.

The Jewish Life ofChrist. Being the Sepher Toldoth Jeshu, or
Book of the Generation of Jesus. Edited, with an Historical
Preface and Voluminous Notes, by G. W. Foote and J. M.
Wheeler. 6d. ; superior edition, superfine paper, cloth, is

The Mortality of the Soul. By David Hume. Not included
in ordinary editions of Hume’s Essays. 2d.

Liberty and Necessity. By David Hume. 4d.

Essays in Rationalism. By Charles Robert Newman, the
Atheist brother of the late Cardinal Newman. With a Preface
by G. J. Holyoake, and Biography by J. M. Wheeler, is. 6d.

The Rights of Man. By Thomas Paine. With a Political Bio-
graphy by J. M. Wheeler, is. ; cloth edition, 2s.

Satires and Profanities. By James Thomson (B.V.).
clever as they are often profane."— Christian World, is.

A Refutation Of Deism. By Shelley. Really a Defence of
Atheism. 4d.

Miscellaneous Theological Works. By Thomas Paine. AH
his writings on Religion except the Age ofReason, is.

Theism or Atheism. Public Debate between G. Wr. Foote and
the Rev. W. T. Lee. Verbatim Report, revised by both Dis-
putants. Well printed and neatly bound, is.

Bible and Beer. By G. W. Foote. Showing the Absurdity of
basing Teetotalism on the Christian Scriptures. Careful,
thorough, and accurate. Freethinkers should keep this pam-
phlet by them. A4d.

The Coming Civilisation. By Colonel Ingersoll. An Address
delivered in the Columbia Theatre, Chicago, Sunday, April 12,
1896, to a vast meeting of Members and Friends of the “ Church
Militant.”  3d.

The Foundations of Faith.
The OIld Testament—The
Trinity—The Theological
Conclusion. 3d.

London : The Freethought Publishing Company, Limited.
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Ingersoll’s Great Lecture.
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REPLY TO GLADSTONE

By COLONEL

A New Edition

This is one of Ingersoll’'s masterpieces.

illustration, and controversial dexterity, this pamphlet is almost, if not quite, unrivalled.
Freethinkers should read it frequently.
They should likewise lend it to their orthodox friends whef>e/

passages of superb poetry.
in their friendly discussions with Christians.
they have an opportunity.

The encounter with Gladstone drew forth all his powers.

INGERSOLL.

Handsomely Printed.

In logki
It also contains sol
It will furnish them with hints and pQ'.
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Containing a Freethought Calendar, full

FOOTE
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Branches, as well as of other Freethought Organizations, and a number of Special Articles
by G. W. Foote, Charles Watts, C. Cohen, Francis Neale, Mimnermus, and others.

LONDON : R. FORDER,

W. SMITH, 9 Herbert-street, New Wortley, Leeds,

Writes : “ We received the 10s. 6d. parcel, and to say we
are delighted with the bargain is only telling the simple
We showed it to our neighbors, who are simply
We expect you to receive many

truth.
amazed with the value.
orders from those who have seen our parcel.”

The above is only one out of dozens of testi-
monials we have received from people who have

had the parcel.
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I Full Dress Length. State Color.
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1 Linen Handkerchief.

1 Quarter Pound Free Clothing TEA.

1 Shilling’sworth of Freethought Literature.

All for 10s. 6d. carriage paid.

Every purchaser gets a situation offered
atjos. per week.

ODD SUITS.

W e have a number of odd Suits in good sizes in Blacks,
Blues, Browns, and Greys. Price 17s. 6d. each. Worth
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your height. Send early, or you will miss the bargains.
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Handsomely printed on good paper and bound in stiffpaper cos
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Also an Edition de Luxe
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Ingersoll’s Last Lecture.
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An Address delivered before the American Free R N
Association, at Boston, June 2, 1899.

Freethinkers should keep a copy of this Lecture - wiy
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religion. It shows him to have been a “rankAtheist
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