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God’s Mother.
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t|an¥ °ne Person in human records—or rather in Chris-

He uecorc*’s—was an absolute orphan. This was Adam.
Who,- an orpban from birth—if we may say so of one
in” no*even born. He had no father and no mother;
tlat J c 1 respect he was resembled by Melchizedek, only
nent®en”ernan, at least as referred to in the New Testa-
el, ' miist have been both a mythical and a mystical
4a cter>for he was also without beginninglor end of
thei* Poor o'd Adam had no childhood. He missed

delightful part, certainly the happiest, of human
\«thence" father told him things or had a game
Pfattlllrn- No mother hugged and kissed him and
sPrinr  delicious nonsense in his ears. His life had no
Pass a- ”~ began, so to speak, in the summer, and soon
Wsh nt°® “winter. Eve herselfwas less unfortunate,
ri, ae wvas not made of clay. Her father was a warm
caree  S)le bad a *ve companion at the outset of her
rtian f n Gn?’s heart goes out in pity towards the first
b Considering all he lost by the very fact of his
0 1Pr'u fiFsk- # Was Rard that he should be punished
Offene»y ®Nr A3 fiist 3lp. There was no Pirst

firérs’ At then ; Re get penal servitude for life for
Sec’nd trans8Tession. No wonder, therefore, that the

orphan ~erson °f the Trinity decided to be only half an
so. -p' Jesus Christ had no father—at least, they say
him jnle’ " %5 stated that the Holy Ghost stood towards
comed; latrcapacity. But this is only one of the little
the th'al)  fhe Christian faith ; for the Holy Ghost
dMi— .parsbA of tka TYImity, aAd the TFiFIty is one
to”> and”8I” 6’ so that the Holy Ghost was Jesus Christ
lhem ,, Jesus Christ was the Holy Ghost, and both of
Says, are6 6od tbe huffier* Which things, as Paul
Ao thall jA™ery*  But be that as it may, it is
Lrah s lesus Christ avgided the melancholy fate of
.3ve an e dispensed with a father, but preferred to
j Ppy ~ .aer>and theartists picture him a handsome,
? her de nestling in her loving arms, or clasped
s ayet] Voted bosom. Herein, at any rate, he dis-
ijO1® S°od taste and natural feeling. Poor,

.thep e man who has no recollection of his
*ho i We do wrong to sneer at the brenchman

> ?elted and itten to hi by th ic of

2 Meslted and smitten to his knees, by fhe A0

fortATwres”  Hf RRateriEfefes at el « g™ fid fiddt

Sa0redCfUal culture and moral dis P .t was nght on

the>a ~°Unt of disinterested love. wOrld would
of Jesus to have a mother, and

Tu have worshipped him withou 1
M it )niother of Jesus ChristWJ>_“_ag' ~ Milton
ter,L! I'e at his birth was “ the Lillidit-@oa) ‘—-
toth aim In the Ode on the Nativity, she was the

f Breaf God- ) )

onlfnyi ~retestants will call this blasphemous

Poetx er of q Sj°Ws their ignorance. The expression
p- .0 has been “usecj © several Protestant
even

i Amongst the Cathgligs
W8 quite ‘r, Puiltan England ng “hﬁo?y—
t(a™» c,assic. The “Ave Maria” says and in

e ho,l"?0tber of God, pray for us sinners now, er

N's Amen.”  Anether Fathqlis RrpY o
e fly to thy patronage, necessitics, but

de
&-iv&_ espise not our petitions m anti Blessed

from all dangers, O e\%rogsan.@ corrdbBIRVE
0 ) o
” \?E%VWM V"‘%do %\'/Y?te?s; but, instead of doing

Nazareth ;
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be conclusive. Pius the Ninth, in an Encyclical Letter,
dated 1846, wrote as follows :—

“In order that our most merciful God may the more
readily incline his ear to our prayers, and may grant that
which we implore, let us ever have recourse to the inter-
cession of the most holy mother of God, the immaculate
Virgin Mary.”

So far from having any hesitation on this point,
Catholics have revelled in emphasising it. St. Ligouri
said that “ All is subject unto Mary, even God himself.”
This must be on the principle of once a mother always
a mother, and once a son always a son. So the Catholics
pray more to Mary than they do to Christ. St. Bernard
beheld two ladders extending from earth to heaven.
Christ was at the top of one, Mary at the top of the
other. Those who climbed up his ladder fell back, but
those who climbed up hers succeeded, for she stretched
out her hands and helped them. Moral : pray to Mary
instead of Jesus; make friends with the mother and
leave the son alone.

What will those who regard the expression “ Mother
of God” as blasphemous think of a worse expression
that was employed by St. Jerome, one of the greatest
Fathers of the Church, who is the author of the Vulgate
(Latin) Bible ? This saint was so enamored of virginity
that he became a monk and persuaded his sweetheart to
become a nun; and writing to her mother, as Jortin
says, he “ calls Eustochium the nun, His Lady, because
she was the spouse of his Ij)rd, and reminds the mother
of this lady that she has the honor to be God’s mother-
in-law." It seems impossible to go beyond that.

Now, if Mary was indeed the Mother of God, their
relationship wvas a frightfully mixed affair. She was
the wife of her own father, daughter of her own
husband, sister of her own son, and mother of her own
brother. The brain reels under this awful mystery.
One can only exclaim with Othello that “ Chaos is come
again.”

Let us see how this wonder was effected ; how Mary
became the mother of God, and got into that monstrous
muddle of relationship with her offspring.

The fulness of time had come for God—that is to say,
the Christian God, the God of the Bible—to make a
bold stroke for the world’s salvation. He had been
four thousand years thinking about it, and now he
meant business. Indeed, it appears that he had
resolved upon it immediately after, or even before, the
fall of Adam. But the mills of God grind slowly, at
the rate of one revolution in several millenniums. It
was four thousand years from Adam to Christ, and it is
nearly two thousand years from Christ to the present
time. Forty centuries were required to make a begin-
ning, and nineteen centuries to get very little further ;
so that the world will hardly be saved before this planet
becomes too cold for human habitation ; and the last
remnants of our race will almost be glad to miss salva-
tion in order to make sure of warmth hereafter.

God had made many minor, abortive attempts at
salvation. He had drowned all mankind except eight
persons, who stocked it afresh. He had called Abraham
to be the father of his chosen people, the Jews. He
had worked a vast variety of miracles, which ought
to have converted everybody. He had sent prophets,
and inspired a number of writers, and even written
certain commandments with his own "finger.” But
all these attempts were vitiated, and therefore frustrated,
by one essential drawback. All the instruments of
God from Noah downwards, had been infected with
original sin ; and this mistake was now to be rectified.
A new messenger was to be sent from heaven without
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a trace of that Infection; and as he was not to be
dropped down full-grown, but to begin his career on
earth to all appearance like other men, it was necessary
that his generation should be miraculous. He was,
therefore, brought into the world without the assist-
ance of a father. His mother was supernaturally
impregnated by the Holy Ghost, and in due time the
sinless Savior appeared.

Mary of Nazareth was selected as the vehicle of his
introduction. She was a young woman engaged to be
married to a carpenter called Joseph. Had they been
tied up by a Rabbi, the Holy Ghost might have been too
late. It was necessary, therefore, to be prompt and
even “ previous.” And this is how it was managed.
According to Luke, the only evangelist in the secret
—and how he learnt it the Lord only knows—the
angel Gabriel was sent from heaven to tell Mary
that she was to become a mother without the co-opera-
tion of Joseph. The conversation between the lady and
the angel is fully reported by Luke, but the language is
too crude for reproduction. Suffice it to say that the
lady was naturally sceptical, but her doubts were
removed, and when the angel “ departed” she was
satisfied that she would give birth to the Son of God.

It is generally agreed, at least by Catholic writers,
that the angel Gabriel appeared to Mary in human form ;
some say as a handsome young man of twenty-five ;
which seems to render the miracle more intelligible.
According to Bonaventure, in the Rev. Dr. Oakeley’s
translation, Gabriel was the *“ faithful proxy” of the
Trinity. He accepted the embassy with a “ beaming
countenance

“Then, rising on the wings of joy, he quits the heavenly
courts, and is instantly present, in human shape, before
the Virgin Mary, whom he discovers in the innermost
retreat of her lowly dwelling. Yet not so rapid was his
flight, but that the Blessed Trinity, preventing their
ambassador, was in the dwelling before him.”

This seems to show that the Trinity mistrusted the
faithful proxy. G. W. Foote.

( To be concluded. )

Christian Revolutions.

( Concludedfrom page 787.)

In our article under the above heading, which appeared
in these columns last week, we promised to endeavor to
demonstrate that the facts adduced by Mr. Mallock in his
contribution to the Nineteenth Century for November
refuted certain alleged truths of the Christian religion.
These supposed truths are, that the Bible is an adequate
guide for man, and that it definitely sets forth the nature
and import of certain doctrines which are said to be
necessary to the eternal welfare of the human race.

Mr. Mallock clearly shows that science has effected
an entire change in the intellectual conceptions of the
Bible. The belief that it contains “ the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth,” has been completely
annihilated, and, in its place, “ science has forced on us
the recognition that, whatever truths the Biblical books
may contain, these truths are embedded ina mass of error
in legends pretending to be history, in reminiscences pre-
tending to be prophecies, and in the frequent inculcation
of conduct not only immoral, but monstrous.” This
revolutionary process has resulted in the teachings of
the Bible being judged, not by the standpoint of an
imaginary “ divine authority,” but by their adaptability
to human needs. In other words, the Jewish and
Christian Scriptures are now estimated upon precisely
the same principle as are any other writings.

That this revolution is a reality Mr. Mallock proves
by referring to such prominent Christian Apologists
as Canon Gore, the Dean of Canterbury, and Pro-
fessor Harnack. Canon Gore really admits “ that
science has so revolutionised our conception of what
the Bible is as to force us to defend its inspiration on
practically new grounds.” In justification of this new
departure he quotes the Bishop of Oxford, who, in a
recent charge, declared that “ the Holy Scriptures of
the Old Testament are now going through a process of
analytical criticism ” which “ is effecting a change in
our conception of what the Bible is, which, if not
greater, is certainly not less than ‘ the changes involved

THE FREETHINKER.

December i7>1099-

Dean

in the acceptance of heliocentric astronomy- Revela-

Farrar avows “ that the Bible, from Genesis to
tion, is a mixture of truth and error ; that the view, 8?
prevalent formerly, according to which it was a *
demanding in all its facts our credence, or even .,
respect, would, if not abandoned by Christians, re
their religion to an absurdity ; and that the foren
duty of the modern Christian Apologist is to show ~
sceptic and the infidel that Christians are concerne s
defend, not the book as a whole, but se’dfL P aSSlost
only.” And Professor Harnack says : ‘ Hie tagen
decisive step of all [in religious thought] was ~
w ana °
position of the Old and New Testaments were ne
to be regulated by any ‘ creed,’ nor be allowed, o
regard to the sacredness of the text, to make ns
other methods than those universally recognised 1
spheres of philology and history. The app[ical ¢b
this rule to theology has produced a revolution’
still vibrates through the whole of its domain. n
Thus we have, upon the testimony of three
most prominent Bible exponents of modern 2
frank admissions that the Bible is no longer re,™
as the infallible guide it was once supposel
This is an important advance in Preethought, 1
as it destroys the notion of Bible supremacy, w1 gntai
always been an impediment to the progress .o .Ogjsts
freAdook it 1B drue Kidt these ChmistiEam _ Fdifrtes
contend that portions of the Bible are inspired , «select
applies, as the Dean.lof CanterBiify-admits, t°
passages only.” We are informed that “<a@” thbamdon

as unconcernedly as we might abandon m n
Livy, to the secular critic, who may destroy 0 Cbnf,
as he pleases.” The damaging point here to*. p\tg
tian position is, Who shall decide what is o décis®
and what is not? The materials for such py therfj
fished by the Bible itself. [tulll w1
fore, be left to the readers af the book to sayll, jut
e wond of Qom amsg whwav is the word o )
conclusions so arrived at will rest s I,QI¥ ug ”.I.ietam
opinions, which are as varied &% et afs ot
log Sy ShutWC therefore aSree with Mr. MaUo”JJ
concinln °1e conclusion can be arrived at. of
is nn ' C, S th,S: Tlillat ~e  Bible, taken Rg" .
me &uide to true Christianity [whatever that ji
~eans], and affords no proof that such-*
octrines are true.”
witl,° mu,c” iot] the Bible itself when it is c0?”slio
tha r er" e¢ntlcism- it will not be difficult to®
unon IC n-~,ngS which Protestants allege are ,

tfar fitle B'ble .are etB>ally defective as a f u

L:]

In ti 1cy.are so Indefinite in their nature, ands  for
n then- influence, that it seems almost mip°f.Le g0
an !tlUmerous Christian sects to discover_tha/\ 5S
any harmonious meaning attac?g?r;os'ggsg_ln.-rl an
evident that the Rev. @. 5 e o f%n
problem which confronts the religious w Cm t

may be briefly stated thus: Ilow S'ia”e (jiiie,
preserve her own past, and yet, at the 1, jd the
the wants of the present? How-eanské»--attbe”of
delivered to the saints of bygone ages, anc S
time, find room for the faith delivered 0 ~

te-day 2 We feel thay ®g two .%D'Flt}%fg,ier. 1v W

fixity and change must be harmonise! thisl

tle
LY

religion of Jesus for future needs. only. Ct jUp
done is not yet apparent. Of one [*:ty
be certain—that history and not™ ~ Christ/Y0, il
not fiction, witY -—< ancl ed

not .
fhe future” Iry, celerrn,ne the orm o

n°t “yet _anear» 1» **(lISetic>Novem ber 28- .
Scentifie in Z ™ r OW the Ganges ,Prod® riao”
WBh a faith ..., batlpn can be brought into - ¢fy,

to-day, and r, ' ,s salci to be the same* yesPoy d
trying to.requlate fer!”  And. herein lies iJattio'ehy
rﬁ/lesgc almeal U affairs at the presentk ii?—
affo- As Dr te have been Hxed two th°nsan et0

Mount.” & °r the principle gf the Sermon
also impossible to base

rin a State' NAG8R BREE Sald, * |t RS impcs b
i
tH,

personal conduct of the nineteenth cen

teachings of the New Testament. rhrist?™ ' et
1 he oft-repeated boast of professed triogs’ , §
notwithstanding their differences upon 3ppe N

they have an authority to which ai <. test'U

entirely fallacious. And, so far as
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have Mr. Mallock proves this up to the hilt. We
atl already seen that the Bible does not furnish such
the A W here, then, is it to be found? Not in
formi fcles of the Church of England, for Noncon-

tativ'S s n°t accept them as being of any authori-
se -r 6- *n Councils, for Protestants, as a
Whet n°t admit that they are infallible. Not in
facnit 1 le Dean of Canterbury terms *“ the verifying
Bean™ 4 -tbe Christian consciousness,” for, as the
clusio a “ the most grotesquely opposite con-
abSenns are drawn from individual study. In the
t0c any definite authority it is not surprising
critic- ' 1S Professor Harnack grants, that scientific

Srar'8]1 bas destr°’yed the “ beliefin three things—the
asce,,I-°uf hirth of Christ, his resurrection, and his
shall SI°n”  Well might Mr. Mallock exclaim : “ What
is p 'Ve say>_then, of the claim that any living authority
Chrisfént tbe Protestant Church which preserves
die Velan ~oc*r*ne intact amid the critical storm, when
for\va7 men w”° are most eager to put this authority
regncj are found to be contradicting each other with
artho 't - tbe very rudiments of the faith which this
iipp0s Ity Imposes upon them, and cannot agree that it
thp!- £S5 On them even a belief in the resurrection of
~ Lord?”
eredibTieW taien hy Mr. Mallock, that, admitting the
ROm Uty of the Christian religion, the position of the
thin]3'1 ~atholic Church is the consistent one, is, we

Who ' Sound- As Mr. Edward Clodd states: “By those
blinfeaccePt it |Revelation], the fact should not be
enter- tbat fhere is no logical standpoint short of

the c'nf- b®r corr>munion.” But as we do not grant
‘ions 6 flbility cla>med, we are opposed to the assump-
each ° both Catholic and Protestant, and look upon
Perpe?s attempts to pander to human credulity, and to
Ad 0 Uate theological errors at the sacrifice of reason
°mnion sense. Charles Watts.

Rev. Dr. Horton and Unbelief.

of p n Secularism and Religion in all its forms admits
form 7 brief statement.  Whatever may be the best
Q ti ot government, the most desirable type ot society,
does n Correct theory of human progress, Secularism

caliv ~S~™atically pronounce ; but it does emphati-
that all the essentials of right living, all that
of4 existence pleasurable now and holds out hopes

knov elopment in the future, are to be found within the
hnm 1 Or. knowable universe, are to be discovered by

term  ‘visdorn, applied by human skill, and valued in
frave Pain and pleasure endured this side ot the
01 the distinctive feature of religious systems is,

Inthe C ntrary» the insistence that some form of belie!
Is in(ilSUPernatural, some beliefin God and a future life,
bearaK'sPensable if life is to be enjoyable to any or
*ny « i.18? alh Secularism does not stand or fall by
rel»ein,t,cular theory of sociology or ethics, nor do
ifteory  4laims rest ultimately upon any particular
% tWC [ - supernatural; the vital distinction between

But f,.es 'n the positions stated. .

wiH?'S plain_issue is n°w sO seldom ralSj~ , that,
5 cha- 1.s° mething like pleasure that | waded throug !

preache!?u8ly '&norant and abusive sermon recently
raclo_d by the Rev. Mr. R. F. Horton, of Lyndhurst-
1? arfi°'lgregational Church. The sermon was delivered
% e rnahS and>while the issue between Naturalism and
> a n; atUrahsm is fairly raised therein, it is phrased in
>1d nn 7 chas even most educated Christian preachers
tjtiJ 7 blushxt@adept. Mr. Horton gives his sermon
"'oe'sbje- " What ﬁenp]?""ah'demgalgg&‘y' he explains,
e 20 PGl teorthe ESMIAYG EERELRY: aROUT Which
//le Aer” r-'alth°ugh, in a recent booklet on The
iiiH,’ but it'l cun"0'y he has discussed its probable

rn_ 'Ve knn"e HS to tbe Hfe after death, about which
~Ses.”  ~httle, we know enough for all practical

JA "V*h cier<fr brilliant opening, in which, as is
I'verld 0J’yrn?n> ignorance is confessed concern-
awedge cja- which something may be known, and

known nied concerninga world of which nothing
>one is fully prepared for all that is to
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If | were asked to describe the opening of a sermon
on Immortality without seeing the effusion, | should
say unhesitatingly that it commenced by dwelling upon
the circumstance that a large number of people declare
that they could not get along without it. Mr. Horton
does not disturb one’s expectations in this direction, nor
does it seem to strike him that generations of gentle-
men of his profession, operating upon the people, are
themselves largely responsible for the present existence
of the feeling they cite as evidence. But in support of
this argument he drags in a curiously misleading
reference to John Stuart Mill which deserves a little
attention as illustrative of pulpit methods.

“ How necessary it is,” says Mr. Horton, “ for us to
live by the expectation of the future was shown very
strikingly by a passage in John Stuart Mill's Auto-
biography, where, at the age of eighteen, he tells us
that he fell into a serious condition of despondency.......
The idea occurred to him, Now, supposing all these
reforms were effected, and the great object | have in
view were secured, what then ? He felt that, if all were
realised, so much would still be left unrealised, and so
little indeed realised, that the whole of life for himself
and the world lost its savor....... And then he tells us
that he recovered himself and underwent a kind of con-
version by reading the poetry of Wordsworth, that poet
of immortality.”

I have given this passage in full because it is a most
admirable example of the clerical suggestio falsi. In
the first place, Mill's concern for the future was not for
the future life, but the fear that if all reforms were
carried out, and “every person in the community free
and in a state of physical comfort, the pleasures of life,
being no longer kept up by struggle and privation,
would no longer be pleasures ” (Autobiography, p. 146).
He himself describes this feeling as akin to the fear that
the sun may be burnt out (p. 145). Next, the phrase
that, if all reforms were carried, so little would be
realised, is placed in Mill's mouth by Mr. Horton for
obvious purposes, and is a serious misrepresentation of
the former’s views, as can be seen by the above quota-
tion from Mill. That Mill underwent a “ kind of con-
version ” is again a deliberate attempt to put religious
language into his mouth ; it is a phrase nowhere used
by him. The reference to Wordsworth is again mis-
leading. One would imagine from the sermon that
it was Wordsworth’s teaching on immortality that had
something to do with Mill’s recovery. As a matter of fact,
he distinctly describes the “ Intimations of Immortality”
ascontaining “ bad philosophy,” and ascribes his recovery
to the pictures of rural beauty wrought by the poet.
And, finally, Mill distinctly points out that he was “ in
a dull state of nerves,” following on too exclusive
devotion to purely intellectual matters, and that Words-
worth supplied the natural antidote by the cultivation
of the jesthetic side of his nature. | might say more
upon this head, but probably enough has been stated to
show how very misleading Mr. Horton’s references are.

I remarked above that Mr. Horton's sermon was both
ignorant and abusive, and | think both epithets are
justified by the following expressions. He is lament-
ing that a number of people are living “ under the
obvious impression that all that is to be expected is
here....... And when men begin to live on those lines
they quickly degenerate. No man, no woman, can live
on that theory and remain in any true sense great or
noble.” This, however, is mild to the following:—

"Men who do not believe in their immortality...... are a
public nuisance. They bestialise life, they lower the tone
of everything, they make this world a huge graveyard,
where the only thought is to eat and drink...... I would
mark them all and avoid them, and if they cannot change
their mind they should be ostracised from a human society
which depends for all vitality and for all progress upon a
great and permanent belief in the immortality of man.”

Perhaps the most fitting way to deal with such an
insane tirade would be to pass it by in contemptuous

silence. Mr. Horton is only saying, however, in crude,
brutal language, what others say in a more refined
manner, and, therefore, | would simply ask decent

Christians to read the above expressions Carefully, and
then ask themselves whether any possible justification
can be found for such language? The bandying of
great names is usually an unprofitable process, but let
us, instead of putting such a statement in vague genera
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terms, take definite individuals and see how it reads.
Charles Darwin, John Stuart Mill, Professor Huxley,
Herbert Spencer, were, or are, men none of whom
believed in immortality. Therefore they “ bestialise
life, lower the tone of everything-, make the world a
huge graveyard”; they should be marked, avoided,
ostracised from human society. If Mr. Horton means
anything, he means all that | have just written. If he
does not mean that, his remarks are only the ignorant
tirade of an abusive pulpiteer, and | seriously ask all
decent Christians what they think of one of their pro-
minent metropolitan mouthpieces ?

Mr. Horton says, substantially, that all the ordinary
objects of life are but poor things :(—

“ The poem of life is at that point which we call death.
....... The poem of your existence is at that point where the
materialist imagines that you cease to be.”

And again :(—

“ No problem about the fate of the world is of any great
moment to you or me ; the problem that is of moment,
the problem that the Scripture forces home upon us, is,
For yourself, what then ?”

Well, I do not want to use any hard language ; 1 will
simply say that the man who can go through the world,
sharing all the joys and sorrows of existence, and then
say that the poetry of life only commences with the
grave, must be as blind as a bat, as deaf as an adder,
and as stupid as—Mr. Horton. No poetry in life but
the grave; this is the message ofa Christian minister who
sets himself up as a teacher of his fellows. | will not use
expressions concerning the treatment of Mr. Horton
such as he has used concerning unbelievers, but | do
say that such men are socially dangerous and radiate
an influence that, in the long run, must be far from
beneficial. For, put into plain language, Mr. Horton
declares that whatever poetry or beauty or goodness
exists is absolutely dependent upon our belief in a future
life. No other consideration would cause men to respect
truth, beauty, goodness, or purity in ourselves or others.
It is a complete denial of the possibility of human
morality, as such. We have heard much of the demoral-
ising influences of Secularism ; did it ever preach any-
thing so demoralising as this ? Mr. Horton has written
extensively concerning the evil teaching of Rome. Did
that Church ever teach anything more intrinsically vile
than this ?

Let us look at the subject from another point of view.
We can understand the man who says that life may be
made better by the belief in a God who watches every
action, and will call us to account in a future state. The
view is poor enough. It converts God into an almighty
policeman, and man into a confirmed criminal, only to be
kept from evil doing by the fear of detection ; but such
a position is, at least, decently arguable. But here is a
man who lays down the ridiculous position that it is
only the future life that makes this one of any value.

Imagine a man entering a shop and purchasing a
dozen eggs. He returns the next day with the complaint
that they are all bad. *“ Sorry, sir,” says the shopkeeper;
“ there is a box full in the corner ; help yourself to as
many as you please ; they are all alike.” The absurdity
is apparent, and Mr. Horton is arguing as | have
imagined the shopkeeper to have acted. Life is bad,
he says, but if it is prolonged beyond the grave it
becomes good. The reply is obvious. The (/utility of
life cannot be altered by any increase in the quantity.
It is either good or bad, and a continuation of it beyond
the grave does not intensify it one way or the other.

How does Mr. Horton know that life on the' other
side of the grave will be any better than life on this
side? | put on one side the puerile statements that
“ The source of authority upon this subject is the
Bible” and “ All that can be known is in the Bible,”
and ask, How does Mr. llorton know? Even from the
religious standpoint, all that he can logically judge God
by is the world he has produced. If he has not made
life worth living here, on what grounds does he believe
him to have made life better elsewhere ? If, on the
contrary, life is worth living here, his whole argument
falls to pieces. Surely Mr. Horton believes God is in
this world as well as in the next, and upon that
assumption one is warranted in concluding that, what-
ever be the proportion between justice and injustice
here, we have no grounds for believing that the ratio
will be any different elsewhere.
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I have one word to say in conclusion. | have dealt
with Mr. Horton because he is one of the leadi"?
Nonconformist ministers of London—one of the mouth-
pieces of that horrible concoction, “ The Nonconformist
Conscience.” He has been busy of late profess"l
interest in social matters ; we can now see his capability
for sound sociological studies. “ No problem about te
fate of the world is of any great interest to you °r
me ” is his teaching. The great thing is, look aftet
your own soul. Self, self, self, is the beginning "n
end of his message ; and the message is not less sell” 1
or less repulsive because it is dressed up in a relig'0"5
garb. In a short time we shall be having in London r
School Hoard election. Mr. Horton will doubtless 1
as busy as of yore dwelling upon the necessity0
religious instruction ; and | seriously ask all parelltj
and voters to reflect upon the type of mind disclosed )
the quotations | have given, upon the lack of menta
charity, the intellectual weakness and moral decade"l-
indicated by them, and then say whether this man "H
men of his class are fit custodians of the future ofll

race. C. QpHEN

War, Charity, and Common sense.

T he British lion just now seems in danger of losin» IP
head. At any rate, he appears to be getting very 1t'
angry, and unnecessarily savage. If it were possm ~
administer to him a cold douche or a little c0°, *
medicine, it would certainly be to the national -l &
international advantage. Apart from any quest™ t
to the justice of the war—its avoidability not after’ s
long before, the Boers’ ultimatum—there are feaggi
arising and multiplying themselves in connect™” ~
the hostilities which are anything but pleasant to.l"
template. The loss of life is terrible ; but, in ad( "t
to the sacrifice of blood, there is imminent dan ¢ j1
the loss of cool-headedness and common s$
circumstances where their preservation is ot the "»
importance. For this perilous position of a,of £
are, in the first place, indebted to that section n
press which is making enormous profits o_n" ’:)sed
conflict; and, in the next place, to the ill-adv.:.
utterances of prominent politicians, who may b <grhr
time, to rank as statesmen, but who at pre§€f‘lt* 6]
succeed in exhibiting their disqualifications lor a .
status. _ Seci'dtiiri
Recently we had the painful spectacle of a ¢
of State flouting our great neighbor across the
for irresponsible and over-estimated antago" ¢
might well have been treated with dignified ‘|U d"
Even if it were necessary to honor it with n ~sib"
duty might have been delegated to some less reS|rlit
person. The Colonial Secretary has now frait*,
opinion of Lord Rosebery on his “ undiploma. i)
ness.” Stinging words are remembered, in SP* * A
solace that may be afterwards applied. e, ?
the words that we utter in the hurry of the ,y°0jgbt
buried in oblivion, they are cherished and 0j ., p.
against us by the nations that they
rebuke was well deserved ; the need for it
to be regretted. ellt
That incident has passed ; but, at the p | tsly
we have around us manifestations of a tone trOopsjjtit
which are very much to be deplored. pu aGit/,ljit
doing their duty with the courage ant [EOP, o
might be expected of them. Meanwh”leN AN»7

home for whom they are fighting are

of excitement which is hardly rational The
though, alas, little likely to be subdued.

World, in an excellent leader in

out that the “ tone of general talk [ sgj[y to
people who are compelled by grirn olirSi
take a horrid task. That necessitys'\(ljlm’lg‘ je <
acknouwHelggtt). BUK tiak the war feibSr*

as an hanar and glery-adding fresh lus® ggnse 80"~
flag, seems to us repugnant to cotnmo .
feeling.” bellicose sP‘lmtt:-l—?ethJ
Yet that is the boastful, Witl S '3 *
beneath the digoity of Great Britain i Eﬁe%i
. day tVW@Y, the canflict is Presentee* ~ “ent o'g#,,5 *
I portion ot the press that seems mainly nete
i1m the “ha'pence.” Their headlines an

ovf
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..en such as to disgust decent, right-minded people.

“tave very little news to convey, but what
possibl 'y haVe 'S Presentiec' in the most brutal fashion
sidle m' ~'js sort thing seems to appeal to a con-
dn ra e portion of the British public, and it is humilia-
Peonl ° “tave to make that admission. Right-feeling
WP ?’" 0,l the other hand, are too much distressed at
to' Is.*°jlls forward to enter into this hideous exulta-
endi besides, it is altogether out of proportion. The
0Urs5° 'npvitable.  Victory can carry with it no laurels.
rnes / Icritions should lift us above any petty boastful-
ly H5 a?a'nst a small Republic such as that of the
“a 'A e are not, as the Christian World puts it, to
ri, n, me the heroic attitude of a little Switzerland

'Ve an Austrian tyrant.”
thesee 1aVC n?w “orcecl upon us the task of crushing
and sr ? rn'@fu'cec’ people. Let us do it solemnly
pat n|v- There is no bluster or bombast on the
In Pa°- ' 10se who are actually engaged in the work.
Ip0./Mn*i a . tribute to the rank and file, the Christian
Prvat T e'UIOns tliat it has been shown extracts from
and .jC e" ert" written amidst the silence of the dead
sinlnv . Sloans of the wounded, and they show a boyish
top «Cltr and straightforwardness, a heroic indifference
‘vhicl VaN0On’ a 'ove of comrades, and a loyalty of heart
cha,..l louches us profoundly. How much nobler is the
ravip,, 6r ~lus suggested than that of the drunken,
This si plundering brutes glorified in Kipling’s rhymes!”
aglfe e'erence to Kipling is one with which | cordially
il T ~know | am with a very small minority in hold-
nicm./ °P*n*on which has gradually been forced upon
Kipli _ 'sbe British soldier owes less to Kipling than
~Plin» Owes to him ; and one of the things that
sPite °'Ves to him is an apology. | say this in
‘vhich® - auything that may be realised by the “ poem”
bmth' *? now being so extensively recited. | cannot
1is Well, tllat tlle Puhhc would have responded equally
Pile + a.Poet'c composition less vulgar and coarse.
Qs th5i IS "e.befitting the dignity of a nation such as
of Krp(Havc indulged in so much abuse and caricature
niay b®l’ who is probably ignorant and obstinate, but
smeerdj 1 ~Anal probability, be regarded as honest and
"bout r Chamberlain seems to be terribly sensitive
> ito K hslnrs_on Queen Victoria—almost to the

(s
little*

'‘bat tli t. his hcad.~ After all, we have discovered
The t- 'V0!? are 110t to be despised.
'voiel, i fU. % We are exhibiting just now a savagery of

'be ni,, | "He to come we shall be heartily ashamed, if

I0ry of it survives.
Francis Neale.

Algernon Charles Swinburne.

re./ jom 1 yet, thy banner torn, but flying,
' nirs?,LTllke the thunderstorm, against the wind.

—Byron.

af°® as 1857, that “ unsubduable old Roman,”
Savage Landor, discerning, with true insight,
1 of a new poet, prophesied his rise. Landor
ervi somewhat too ready of praise, but he

mistake in the case of Algernon Charles
ne>who is to-day, with all due respect to Mr.
;/'Ul 'he Daily M ail, our greatest living poet
bocrat, and educated at Balliol College, Oxford
1 Ural nursery for the growth of Preethought
7 ?rs when and where the ideas Swinburne
j 1 his verse so boldly and effectively, first
'‘rance to his mind. Were they a legacy from

Landor, or altogether inherent, as in the case

ar{MavSpeC'aHy distinguished himself at Oxford,

Proiuj t0 ma,ic that University remember him
I °' himi, but not in toe common way.
'9s0wghly conversant with classic IBFE; at the

na college in the world he di,sda_i_n.eﬂ ARy
a er could confer, and left without zﬂ(lng
tit vEral Oxford Swinburne produced some

fe N Se ant*Prose- He contributed freely to
as aptSeines, but his best known work at
Utifui ei,Wards embodied in Poems and Ballads.

dramatic poem, Atalanta in Calydon,
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may have been commenced at Oxford, but more pro-
bably whilst he was with Landor in Italy. The publica-
tion of Atalanta in Calydon made his reputation. The
critics at once recognised a new and most powerful
writer. Here, at least, was a poet. The word rarely
applies, but, when it does, it needs no emphasis. Such
lines as the following were appreciated by all true judges
of literature \—
But ye, keep ye on earth
Your lips from over-speech,
Loud words and longing are so little worth;
And the end is hard to reach,
For silence after grievous things is good,
And reverence, and the fear that makes men whole,
And shame and righteous governance of blood,
And lordship of the soul.
But from sharp words and wits men pluck no fruit,
And gathering thorns they shake the tree at root,

For words divide and rend ;
But silence is most noble to the end.

Swinburne did not stop here. The appearance ot
Poems and Ballads fluttered the dovecotes of respecta-
bility, and aroused as much excitement in literary circles
as Byron’s DonJuan had in a previous generation.

Later came Songs before Sunrise, which roused men
like a trumpet-blast. Throughout this volume rings
out boldly and musically the cry of liberty, the utter
abhorrence of tyranny of every kind, in every shape.
Swinburne writes too sternly to admit of a doubt as to

his real opinions.

No poet, since Shelley, sings more loftily, or with
stronger passion, or with finer thought, than Swinburne
when he is arraigning clericalism before the bar of
humanity and truth.

In his superb Hymn to Man he treats the priests with
fearful derision. He represents them as calling on their
deity, and he says: “ Cry aloud, for the people blas-
pheme.” Then he concludes with deadly irony \—

Shal!jGod then die as the beasts die? Who is it hath broken his

rod ?

O God, Lord God of thy priests, rise up now and show thyself
God.

They cry out, thine elect, thine aspirants to heavenward, whose
faith is as flame ; )

O, thou the Lord God of our tyrants, they call thee, their God by
thy name.

By thy name that in hell-fire was written, and burned at the point
of the sword, . .

Thou art smitten, thou God ; thou art smitten ; thy death is upon
thee, O Lord;

And the Love song of Earth as thou dicst resounds through the

wind of her wings— ) )
Glory to man in the highest! for man is the master of things.

lii his lines apostrophising Christ on the Cross he
says :—
Y Thy blood the priests make poison of,
And in gold shekels coin thy love.

His splendid energy and terrible scorn draw no distinc-
tion between the priests and their deity. The following
lines, addressed to Jesus, in the same poem, are really
the quintessence of satire :—

Thou bad'st let children come to thee ;
What children now but curses come ?

What manhood in that God can be

Who sees their worship and is dumb ?

No soul that lived, loved, wrought, and died,
Is this their carrion crucified.

Swinburne often sneers at prayer.
lines he gives full vent to his scorn
Behold, there is no grief like this ;
The barren blossom of thy prayer,
Thou shalt find out how sweet it is.
O fools and blind, what seek ye there,
High up in the air |
Ye must have gods, the friends of men,
Merciful gods, compassionate,
And these shall answer you again.
Will ye beat always at the gate,

Ye fools of fate ?

Ye fools and blind ; for this is sure,
That all ye shall not live, but die.

T.o, what thing have ye found endure ?
Or what thing have ye found on high
Past lhe blind sky?

In the Hymn to Proserpine he says :—

0 ghastly glories of saints, dead limbs of gibbeted Gods !
Though all men abase them before you in spirit, and all knees

In the following

1 kneel'not, neither adore you, but standing, look to the end.

Swinburne is a perfect master of rhyme. Every
cadence of which our language is capable haunts his
ear. So natural and instinctive is the music of his



806

verse that it often seems the voice which nature speaks :
at one time like the mighty rush of the avalanche, and
at another as plaintive as reeds sighing in eventide ;
now blithe as the singing of birds or the laughter of
children, and, anon, as unutterably sad as the moaning
of a midnight sea.

Swinburne possesses other powers than these. He
is a rare critic, and an accomplished scholar. Observe
his splendid essays on Shakespeare and the Elizabethan
writers, and his beautiful renderings of Victor Hugo,
Baudelaire, and Villon. No other English poet has
clothed them in a dress of such truthfulness and music.
He can write a very lively northern song, with the
perfume of the heather clinging to it. He can lower
his high cadences to the ear of little children without
loss of the never-absent beauty of his incomparable
style. All this Swinburne has done for us. He has
also tried dramatic writing. In a number of volumes
he has brought before us the very face, form, and life

of the unhappy Mary, Queen of Scots, with all her
immortal beauty, recklessness, and misfortune. We
have all felt its magnetism. Under the magic of

Swinburne’s muse more young men have sighed at the
feet of the beautiful Queen than in the brief years in
which her dainty feet walked this earth.

Throughout the whole work of this poet rings out
clearly the challenge of Freethought. A superb dreamer
of dreams, he has given us something more than merely
beautiful utterances. He has taught us soldiers of
Freethought that it is good to act during life, and not
to lie down and sulk. The call to arms vibrates through
the magnificent poetry of Swinburne, as in that of
Shelley, and not without result. As we march to battle
against the hosts of superstition we are nerved to fresh
endeavor by hearing the glorious music of a great poet.

Mimnekmus.

Atheism.

| do not believe in the idea of creation, and therefore “ a
creator,” outside of and above his creation, is unthinkable to
me. | do not call myself an Atheist, but an Agnostic, not
only as to a “God,” but Agnostic as to any continuity of
existence, in personal form, beyond this life. This is to say :
If I lived before 1 was born, I do not have the slightest
evidence of it, and if | am to live after | die, | am equally
without evidence of this. Therefore, as to these speculations,
I am Agnostic, with what seems to me a preponderance of
logical evidence against any future continuity of conscious,
personal existence. If there is an “ over-ruling power ” other
than mere, motiveless, natural law, | have not sufficient
evidence of that fact. It is unthinkable to me, and yet 1do
not know, any more than | know whether,l shall live again
after, or whether | ever lived before, this life. 1 am Agnostic
again. | do not know.

If, to be an Atheist, one is to say, “ | know that there is no
God and no other life than this,” f should be Agnostic to the
Atheist’s position, because | know that 1 do not know any-
thing of other worlds’ beings or existences than those In
“ Nature's camp.” Concerning these speculations 1 am
equally opposed to the dogmatism of the Atheist as to that
oftheTheist. | do not know, and therefore cannot believe ;
but I am content with either theory, for, if true, it is
inevitable.

I do not see the least use or place for a God, such as the
religious theories have created. He, it, or they seem to me
E'f 30 importance, even as they have been of no use to man-

ind.

We do not spend mind, body, nerve, soul, trying to find
what we did and where we were before we were born ; why,
then, after we are dead? |If, as the dreamers dream, life—
continuity of conscious, personal existence—is eternal, then,
logically, | have existed, always, in the past; but if 1 do not
know it, | do not care ; if | am not in the least conscious of
this past existence, cannot be influenced by its experience, it
istomc as if it had not been. Similarly, if 1 am to exist
always, in the future, and have no more consciousness of it
than of the past, | do not care.

Concerninfg these theories | am Agnostic, with a tendency
to disbelief, front lack of evidence.

Helen H. Gardener.

Testimonial to Mr. John Fagan.

1 he following lurther amounts have been received:—
Horatio lottomley, £2 2s.; [I'riddlc, is.; A. Drake, is;
G. Greenfield, is.; J. Chick, 5s.; 1l. M. Ridgway, 2S. Gd.—
George Wrigiit, Treasurer, Bradlaugh Club, 36 Newington
Green-road, N.
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Acid Drops.

Germany is going to double her navy, all in the interestg
peace! Count Von Biilow, the State Secretary far Foreigg
Affairs, explained to the Reichstag that the world-cake
being cut up, that England, France, and Russia were get
big slices, and that Germany also had a strong app® j
which ought to be satisfied. His remarks were T #
cheered from all parts of the House, so we presuni® ij
Emperor will have his way, and become the Admiral-in'A"
of a considerable lleet of battleships. Perhaps the Bill «1
through the Reichstag by Christmas. It will be a tFpnaC
characteristic celebration of the birth of the Prince of 1le

Christmas out in South Africa will be spent, We.fr,e\sluﬁtﬁ
in mutual slaughter by rival Christians. It is not LMgaSai.
a “ truce of God ” will be proclaimed during the holy s edl
It is even possible that heavy fighting may take P,[0 |,
Christmas Day. In that case, Jesus Christ ought supd
down from his seat at his Father’s right hand (we..om%
the Ghost is on the left) and feel .proud of his to j. jlow
Equal pride should swell his bosom at the though
magnificently he has succeeded with his Gospel, Aas
nearly two thousand years of it, his disciples are as jc
ever of quarrelling; indeed, in one of his lucid mjc ‘v fis
seems to have foreseen the mess that would 1 peece,
teaching, for he plainly said that he came not to sen”~tered
but a sword. That was the truest thing he c¢'c aClis
He was all abroad in most of his prophecies, but tn
been fulfilled to the letter.

The Anglican Bishop of Pretoria, who has c°I’* aloi'S
own safety by skedaddling off to Durban, " rl -iai
letter to the Lord Mayor of London asking lor a SP e bl

to be set aside for the relief of the clergy who  repk®
upset by the war in South Africa. The Lord Austv
that the distribution of the Mansion House ru "«

left to the High Commissioner and those asso ”.;5,
him in the examination of claims. In other it
clergy must take pot-luck with their fellow suojc K
they appear to want is the best of the next life
of this one too. - .
ihc iuel''F'U-

This Bishop of Pretoria places Oll record }hc Iklelo]":' NI
fact that church collections in the Transvaal lTép%){E!p
“fallen from an average of .;,'l0 and /,12 a,? cVure (tr, o
£5.” No doubt this is a lamentably slnal, ™ niiH™W
necessities of the average map of God. f fhedd ileri Wlji
other men have to make both ends meet on « b. ,tlcp ~

Besides, it is just as well that the clergy shou ajw
of want now and then. It brings them neare
as Jesus taught, is exclusively for the poor.
J— N
One may read a hundred sermons without n’ Ii®

truth. We are glad to note one, however, in I)Ofiiiiig.~.[oii.
report of a sermon preached last Sund%’ .. j§'V“|l
v, Hakdy> Harwood @k Wi geli'lt”]n/\ e A
Trust in the living God,” the feycrend
“would not give a large brain.” We tlior £ fgC bral
him. And the reverse is equally true,
not give much trust in the living God. N
- J spifijj
Rev. J. A. Betts, lecturing on“M a tter fallll
at Rotherhithe Free Library, said thatjna”” Ouii
This is quite true, NO animal but manise’e

whiskey.
The Rev. John K. Warn and

members of the congregation ol a me . n last:ittee
gate, York, applied in the Chancery , tonial* ati

an injunction to restrain the trustee flCprop jus
permitting the said house to be 0?
Agnestic or- Atheistic pfinciples ¢ .ciing-of ~  b"Ld
Kekewich was of opinion that B'e P Op the ik
in the chapel was contrary to the t f the tic
evidence did not show that the trus ¢ inju®™ n that- 0

sanctioned it. Therefore, there could be HecUrAtx** d

them. He would, however, nialv ,vth "ie

chapel must be used in accordan

trust deed. - N-leg*igcli< i
When a judge delivers his opinions juStice F £]alo

he is open to common criticism. * gt Sav! ’jniijl Mi*,
instance, during the hearing pi believc.r,il;s ofU ?'irdl%
case, remarked”that “ All Christ*«*~,, I A on* JV

quite apart from the teachings  .plie obs® griy ul fOpk

how little he knows the s(l!b.ijC"‘ n, Itis HaUKop’sj
true even of the late Mr. Glads naj Irni , tie

the Christadelphians and the Co jave .g &mo"
Bishops of the Church ol Fng!™* sUcll

view; namely, that there is uernat

immortality, which in all cases 1
Christ from God.
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m!&ﬁ I“ I'ortet writes to Reynolds' Newspaper on the
miliecutlOn of FiebtHiikers by the Spanish clerical and
ay authorities, especially in the Canary lIslands. He
pZ '~ Evo months ago the editor of a Freethiliking weekly
of,?" Ld.Lus (the Light), was put in a dark, dirty dungeon
onlv 1 Itary fortress, Paso Alto, Isle of Teneriffe, for the
Panereason that he is a Freemason, and has published in his
is r 80O very sensible articles against the Inquisition. He
kn *re’ almost starving with hunger and thirst, without
edito nf tlQ da> of Bis release. Another Freethinker and
eitht  UnewsPaper of Orotava has been imprisoned during
from p months at the same fortress for having reproduced
ar, 1le. Peninsular paper, La Conciencia Libre, an article
nst the tortures of Montjuich.”

inSthilaraf tke “ seasonable” poetry which IS now appearing
e Christmas numbers of religious weeklies Is rather
%{%ﬁe reading at the present time. Take the following

I'eace upon Earth I” O warring souls,
Cease from your toil and strife,

And time with songs of love and peace
The golden harp of life.

And now, when Christmas bells peal forth
News of a Savior's birth,

May we the angels’ love-song join,
And peace reign on the earth !

Gueril ver7 satisfactory to learn that the past season at
WMierpSey has been pathetically poor. This is the island
the  every piace of refreshment is rigorously closed during
brinr ;°* Sunday, and where excursionists, if they do not
fheir provender with them, have to roam about'without
aWy SSlb Ity of a bite or a drink. No wonder tourists keep

says : 1 Our prayers should be for

™ [nE .athollc T )
(8" Bs W genaral, for God knows best what is good for
Peave Ms would rather limit the supplications addressed to

|

ad]chedl—D r°f the Freethinker has been favored at his private
of fJ0 yZ'Fh an elaborate begging letter from the Secretary
«een,, Watercress and Flower Girls’ Christian Mission. |t
askej rla‘. funds are urgently needed, and subscriptions are
k°otl ti°r 11 the usual pressing fashion. No doubt it is a
streets to help the poor girls who hawk things’ in the
"al t0, j at is, if they are helped wisely. But it is just as
tothis ; arte at the Balance Sheet before sending anything
"Mlision"Stdudon’ According to this printed document, the
41940, S Inc°nie for the year ending April jo, 1699, was
*t speninf Gd  This is a good deal of money ; and how was
°flice pv Wages figure as .£1,156 us. yd. Then we have
)i of ?enses>Clerks’ Salaries, etc., £314 os. 2d. A turthei
Hiij,, *438 6s. is down for Missionaries, Deaconesses,
BranBuakers- There is ('268 19s. 6d. for Rent, Gas, etc.,
OrPhan.,hes In London; while the bill for Housekeeping,
°Z'2,306e’-H° llda> Homes, and Cottage Hospital™ amounts
frA 1& - id. Thereis also a large item of/,91512s. ud.
Additions.’ and Repairs. These sums make a

gped:@ {olLs’ an .
NS 1 & éole In the tdtatimcome fromi all sources, and one
much really goes to the Watercress

i"1“C tgwT how

/-|Snd£r &i,e head ot Special Relief Cases there is the sum of
KJ 195 ,T' and, Bibles, Tracts, Hymn _BOOk% %tﬁ'r'is%i%ﬁ
flssion' " w> which, considering that this
1*hat infrPmds °ne of Jack Falstaff’s halfp’orth of bread to
°lerable quantity of sack.

'ktea'totakmS n the Balance Sheet of this Mission are calcu-
fAUoner ,0'10'8 Breath away. Printing conies to./,44- 3s-
ierc ;. ry 1o AZ30 6s. 8d.° and PosthHE 16 £218 13s. 6d.
"ul>cim~ lucal of nearlv /'ooo and there must have oecn
t ULk i B auity displayed”in running up sucli a bill, J
Cntarted UpOlL tlds point is thrown by the lact with”hic
¢-die Rif’. namely, that a packet of printed matter relatJ,
was sent (by post) to the editor of the / »
Net, redoubt the whole street, and probably the whole
pay of u5 eived the same kind attention ; and this generous
“Hing. JJS .business may account for the vast six
ationery, and Postage bill.

re v o o
(ﬂd many on ch fear that this Christian M{(S)S'gnnbsmggg 0"]‘
V.5 Persn,, 1 lers—a nice source @f ReAMSrovided lor other-

C ' ThellBwho might not be; o Groom. of 8 Sekforde-
C 6d>ca:|?1n’§%(\:/r((:jta,ryttl)sngrriogubéé'riﬁtion'yare’ to P€ SE€Ph:
s@:Shly disi i?resséd envelope is included m K

ke ftihs 8 r/butod by P°st! presumably in order that"sub

whitrfs ~ icrS s salary; or to
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does not give this information in the Balance Sheet, and we
suppose the omission must be credited to his modesty.

Someone has been trying to answer the question, Do
people read religious books? Returns have been obtained
from various free libraries in the kingdom. There is—alas 1
for the pious—a striking unanimity as to religious books
being generally unsought for and ignored. From Birming-
ham and Manchester, Aberdeen and Bristol, the East End
and the West End, it is the same. Only two or three per
cent, of the books borrowed from these libraries are classed
as theological. In other words, three borrowers are content
to read one religious book per year between them.

A religious weekly mentions that among the early Christians
the preacher generally delivered his exhortation in a sitting
posture, while the congregation heard him standing. It is
related even of Constantine the Great that lie did not resume
his seat during a long sermon by Eusebius, and that all the
assembly followed his example. There are not many church
or chapel goers to-day who would submit to such an infliction.

A New York journal slates that Kipling’s Recessional Ode
is not to be read in the day-schools of Chicago “ because
among the city's taxpayers are Atheists who might object
to the poem as being religious. Thus does the late Presi-
dent of Brown University and the present superintendent of
Chicago schools guard the feelings of the minority.” The
New York paper says it is not only very much surprised at
this step, but rather inclined to be indignant. But why?
The feelings of the minority surely have a right to be

respected.

Carrying a Bible in the Transvaal seems likely to lead to
unpleasant consequences. The Hon. George Peel was pre-
sented, by an old Boer, with a Bible. As he was examining
it, he was seized as a Boer spy by two guardsmen, who seem
to have based their delusion on the fact of Mr. Peel’s posses-
sion of this copy of the Scriptures.

Complaints have been made, says the Christian World, at
a meeting of the Shifnal Parish Council that the whole of the
recipients ofa parochial charity of Priorslee went to the parish
church, or their children to the Church Sunday-school, and
that other persons were excluded from the distribution. It
was decided that in future the charity should be distributed
by the trustees themselves, instead of by the vicar and church-

warden's.

The Lord Chieflustice, who is a Roman Catholic, is very
much concerned at the careless and indifferent fashion in
which the oath is taken in court. The other day he said lie
had frequently to admonish doctors, solicitors, and other
professional men, upon their want of decorum in this matter.
The Lord ChiefJustice need not look far for an explanation
of the way in which the oath is hurried over. Most folks
regard it as a mere formality, which might just as well be
dispensed with. -

The late Mr. Isaac Butt, Q.C., M.I'., was fond of relating
two stories of replies given by children when asked, before
being sworn, whether they understood the nature of an oath
and the consequences of perjury. In a case in which he was
defending a prisoner, an Orangeman, on a charge of being
concerned in a partP/ riot, a little boy was called as a witness
for the defence. * f?:ou do not tell the truth,” said the judge,
“‘where will you go when you die ?” “Where the Papists go,
sir,” was the prompt reply. In another case, tried at
Limerick, a little girl was asked what would hapﬁen to her
if she told a lie in her evidence. *“ | suppose, sir,” she replied,
“ | wouldn’t get my expinses.”

Mr. Alfred Ilarmsworth has been boasting of the inlluencc
Of his two “ ha’penny ” journals, one of which will be readily
recognised from the description applied to it : “ written by
office boys for office boys.” He says these two journals can
control most of the Parliamentary elections in the metropolis.
We don’t believe it. The Church Gazette caustically observes
that it is now “abundantly clear that all Church or anti-
Church movements, which look for the least prospect of
success, must make friends with Mr. Alfred llarmsworth.”
It urges the Church Times to see what it can do by way of
currying favor, and adds : “ For our own part, we will see
about it—perhaps.”

An ex-verger ol Chester Cathedral has been sent to prison
for two months for “annexing” a gold watch and chain
belonging to a merchant in that city. An ex-churchwarden
of Camberwell is committed for trial on a charge of obtaining
money by false pretences.

The Convent of the Good Shepherd of Angers must be a
happy home for friendless orphans. Little ?irls of twelve
are said to be beaten mercilessly in case they fail to complete
three shirts per day. They are fed with “a little potato



808

soup,” and “a pail of water lias to serve for drinking
purposes among one hundred and fifty of them.”

Free Church Councils are advised by the Christian World
to watch the administration of the portion of the Lord Mayor’s
Fund entrusted to the Soldiers’and Sailors’ Families’ Associa-
tion. It is more than hinted that, in ordinary times, the
agency of administration is practically exclusively Church
of England. The relief is dispensed by ladies, and it is said
that they insist on recipients going tochurch. This restriction,
we can be sure, has never been contemplated by the donors.

We were aware, says the Church Gazette, that Dr. Talmage
is a wonderful man, but we did not know he was so wonder-
fully constituted as to be able to make two and two into
anything but four; nevertheless, in last week’s Christian
Budget he is reported as having said : “ | am one of those
few benighted mortals in this day who take the whole Bible.”
It is not, we would remark, true that their number is few,
though few enough of them but have the pretext of ignorance,
which Dr. Talmage has not. Again, it is not a question of
being “ benighted,” but a question of being able to believe
what is against all evidence. He proceeds, taking up the
line of the objector : “ * W hat! you do not believe everything
in it?" Everything ! Absolutely everything! ‘What! that
about the serpent in Eden? and the sun standing still ? and
the whale swallowing Jonah ?° Everything ! | believe it all
as much as | do in my own existence.” This simply brings us
back to the credo quia impossibile standpoint.

A laughable example of Oxford propriety will be found in
the University Calendar, which includes a list of celebrated
men who have attended that seat of learning. In this list
Dr. Dodd is included. He is stated to be the author of
Thoughts in Prison, but no mention it made of the fact that
he was hanged for forgery. Paterfamilias might send his
son to Cambridge if he realised this result of Oxford training.

A paragraph is going the round of the religious press about
Thomas Edison and his Theism. The great electrician is
represented as finding a proof that the universe is governed
by intelligence in the fact that ice is lighter than water, and
floats on the top instead of sinking to the bottom. It is well
known that ice is an exception to the general law of con-
traction through cold, as well as an exception to the general
law of crystallisation. In this exception Edison is reported
as seeing the hand of Providence. “ If ice sank,” he is made
to say, “ to the bottom of rivers, lakes, and oceans as fast as
it froze, those places would be frozen up, and there would be
no water left. This is only one example out of thousands
that to me prove beyond the possibility of a doubt that some
vast Intelligence is governing this and other planets.”

Now there are no writers more ignorant than religious
journalists. Here theyare parading this argument as though
it were one of Edison’s inventions. But it is an old argument,
and it proves just nothing. Anyone who exercises his common
sense will see that the condition of things in this world must,
on the whole, be favorable to man’s existence, or man would
not be here at all. This does not prove, however, that the
conditions were arranged for man’s benefit. On this point,
indeed, Edison is no greater authority than the first man you
meet in the street.

This also must be said, that Edison's argument, even if it
had any force, only applies to a portion of this planet. The
sea does not freeze over until we reach a very northern or
southern latitude ; and the freezing of water at all, except
high up on mountains, is a phenomenon which is unknown
over a very considerable part of the earth’s surface. Of
course, there is much more to be said from a purely scientific
point of view, but the discussion would be too technical for
our columns. But we have said enough to show the incon-
gl_lrL]Jsi_veness, and even the feebleness, of this Edisonian aid to

eism.

The Church Missionary Society prints and circulates a
“Tiny Letter for Tiny People,” by Emily Symons. It isan
epistle to little children about their money-boxes, which they
are implored to turn into Missionary-boxes, because “ the
servants of Jesus want ever so much money for their work.”
Yes, they do ; they always did, and always will. But they
needn’t stoop so low in the cadging line as to fleece “ kids.”
A child had better spend a penny on a bit of good chocolate
than give it to a nice, fat man of God to enable him to live
while he is converting “ heathen” to a religion they don’t
understand, and acting as a meddlesome advance-agent for
traders and filibusters.

On a little child’s tombstone in South Australia the text
was cut, “ Suffer little children to come unto me.” This was
followed by the name of the undertaker.

The Rev. S. J. S. Le Maistre, rector of Evcringham, has
been acquitted at Market Weighton Petty Sessions on the
charge of cruelty to a number of lads placed under his care
by the Waifs and Strays’ Society. The bench thought there had
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been “a little severity,” but “ not more than was necessary
Well, we should hardly have thought it necessary for tins to
of God to sit on a boy’s head while lie was being birene
which was admitted in cross-examination. Mrs. Mass *
who had been housekeeper at the “ Home” and lea
disgust, testified that she had seen marks on the boys beC !
from which the blood trickled ; and the groom had P8
the boys’ faces into horse-dung. Moreover, she had c.q]
plained to the rector about the insufficiency of food, and
bought food for the boys and herself out of her wages.” j
Leadman testified that all the boys he had examined
bruises, most of them of recent date ; in his opinion n
moderate violence had been used, and there must have
considerable pain and suffering. Corroborative evidence
given by Dr. Reynolds, but Dr. Ramsey stated for the di
that the scars might have been caused by other means
dogging. On the whole, it seems that Parson Le M
has had rather a narrow’ escape.

D>

“ The Relation of Co-operation to Christianity” sadilljer='
remote. However, it was discussed the other dayat Ha™ jn
field, and a Mr. Pinder pointed out that Co-operation
accord with the teachings of Jesus Christ. No d°uj te
shall hear in due course that the Tw'elve Apostles open
first Co-operative store, with Mr. Judas as cashier.

. . raan
Bishop Moorhouse, of Manchester, has been telling

reg/ation IR his Cathedral that Buddhism is net a re b jig

ecause it does not worship God and has no sense ¢S ' (lie
says it is “ merely an ethical philosophy.” Well, it's n*ettm
worse for that; and perhaps, on the whole, ISN A
Buddha taught as good morality as Christ, and did by
it with superstitions about heaven and hell, and sa ~ . it {5
faith, and similar impossibilities or absurdities. ° c;iards
precisely these superstitions that Bishop Moorhouse iiis
as religion, and holds up to the supreme reverent
countrymen.

The Dean of Ripon, preaching in Westminstc' Agu(l)“l
admired the calm attitude of the British public over (Jo?
African trouble, and called it a Christian confidence ~ s
was working out his own purposes. Indeed!_ ,e ¢Sad
working them out with artillery and rifles, with jo et
bayonets, with what the Prayer Book calls “ battle*
and sudden death.” Surely this is the rankest @Vlll’?lé
It is high time that God, if there be a God, shoul
his character against the slanders of his own priests.

*£*
President Kruger is just as certain as the Dean of *€
that God is working out his own purposes in So ' tr
But perhaps if these two gentlemen were to meet. |,(
rose they would laugh at each other. ‘lhe ]
splitting. @
A Iclotgresponkd_ent,"_ the Daily lgleV\Iés s? S, h
a small boy making cigarettes in St. Paul’s, while he
to be engaged in devotion. His Bgltwas .'SworF\ﬁde,
contained the materials ; and, when the cigareti  *ffepj
for licking, he bent forward as though in an access " i
Having finished his supplyfor the occasion, the™P0 cidd%
went out and lit up.” 6%3, siudoubi;, but burning " inigy
—even one made in St. Paul’'s—is not so sad tojliaJ”
heretic; a sport in which the clergy themselves use
j tic

not far off at Smithfield.

The Dutch in the Venterstad district, who *~sias”'ifli
Orange Free State commando, arc full ot eiitn t
have taken God as their guide. He will probat) >
into a devil of a mess. »nE

. . spjfV.

Mrs. Ormiston Chant has had another s h o e said jl
the other day at a Redhill temperance meeting'. . Apla”s
she had recently attended a bazaar connected ~ ull y , jit

worsmp, wnere uuuies Ol spirit wcic iw"«- pINjiiE!
were sold by young ladies who appeared to enj ) j NP
barmaids. Mrs. Chant said it was “ shocking. . Cbrl,eft
it was. But it was not exactly surprising. 0 fy, tI't

arc not obliged to be teetotallers ; on the cOll ractice' 4o
drink deep, and quote Scripture to justify the

is it wonderful that tight-reined young *atyulC CbOlc
kicking over the traces under the sanction ot

How to Help Us.

(1) Get your newsagent to take a few copies 8&‘140 ¢of
and try to sell iem guaasartteing to til |

remain unsold. A
(2) Take an extra copy (or more), and circulate 1rié‘1’¥
acquaintances. _ ilcnin B¢
3) Leave a copy of the Freethinker now anja 1

car, or the omnibus. ,

(4 Display, or get displayed, one oi 8HF ggﬂt’emsj? fof¥
are of a convenient size for the purpose.
send them on application.

(5) Get your newsagent to exhibit the Frcclhi”cr
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Mr. Foote’'s Engagements.

.:Suhday, December 17, Athenaeum Hall, London, M.; 7'3i
He Kaby God of Bethlehem."

To Correspondents.

NR C. Watts's Lecturing E ngagements.—December 17, Man-
chester. January 14, Leicester. February 4, Sheffield; 25,
uaegow.—All communications for Mr. Charles Watts should
,e sent to him at 24 Carminia-road, Balham, SAV. Itarepy
«Required, a stamped and addressed envelope must be en-

G. O. WARREN takes five Shares in the Frecthought
Publishing Company, Limited, and writes : " | think that this
company will be of great service in promoting the only true

~gospel—that of Freedom in thinking." )
,T Warren, 20 Rhedeswall-road, ., thanks Annie Embleton
takmleparcel ot clothing for *-distribution amongst our poorer

yo”~M ER.—Pleased to hear from you, and glad to hear that
suinariz;u Crs'on lo Freethought is due to your having listened
Ctir da‘y  the National Secular Society's lecturers and the
fort] 1a" Evidence Society's lecturers in Victoria Park. Thanks
t0 |.le Printed enclosures. See " Acid Drops.” With regard
*her."? Erecthought Publishing Company, Limited, no doubt
Pllt ‘j ,ire many, like yourself, who wish they could take Shares,
a- lave "°t the wherewithal. In such cases we cheerfully
-ICwi

Ma?’e" ,|'(r:lmélluof\(/)£.mg\gsg(rjfisement inserted as desired, and you

positiery welcome to it; but we cannot guarantee a special

j&:?é(-vﬁee paragraphs. Mr. Foote is forwarding you sub-

%l,ltﬁs R man.—Under consideration,
of th'T'C-Gcofge Eliot was a Positivist. She had no shred
istic. °ch?cal belief. All the morality of her novels is natural-
i'e»erh- e 'Vas also ,be translator of Strauss's Life oflesus and
reeth- | S Essence of Christianity, the former written by a
0. n "Uaer and the latter by a pronounced Atheist,
by Jlle George IlIl. Act you refer to has not been repealed
Colljnr.lanient> ,nit 't is practically repealed by Mr. Justice
contr-SS Judf>me»t> wherein it is laid down that the Act is not
mOre'Uened. if there are some free seats, no matter how many
day care Pa*d for. This old Act was not really aimed at Sun-

Wl@éﬁ%&%&a\%%ﬂﬁ%@%ﬁ%ﬁ%@ g}a&veg |*f'<ir|[i)§J e tf%?

author™of'th d'souss'nK religion. Bishop Porteus was the

1B ItcturSNT Yar- £0016 18 VEFititg yey with regard to a date
"te progl>S.t We are eligh\l}ﬂeot%ngar of ydﬁF SHEtess amy
°"’ndevnt’ * at Glasgow. Much is due, we are sure, to your
{dmire 0'0ll a?d I>tant efforts. Pleased to hear that you
«ate Crj.: Harticles on the Transvaal question. Some persons
i'sem caifM tbem llosl'lcly, but not Olic of the/n had read
mntg,’es1 ‘s They "ere simply on the look out for stray
1" "bole™ answer;" without any regard to the context. Oh
.cterini,,  se0™J> how rampant passion was at the time, we
'sfaira)) 1  have nomore on the subject from anybody. This
1° say, hir?uxh By-and-bye, perhaps, we may have somethin

> mall,. 1 allow discussion too, Ol the settlement that shoul

V'S.MONs'n p°Uth Africa.

, Clai "Leceived and inserted.
pC., fopt 1", Apply direct to Mr. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-strect,
i° such a catalogue of Frreetbought works. We cannot attend
_ pleve) J*.°rs personally. Zola's Fdconditd is not yet (we
j,.It3, franc* Is®ed in English. The French edition is published

'idld ,£*«.tvEu.—Southwark Recorder—Liberator—Hudders-
\i?°Ple’s' 1X 110r—Sydney Bulletin—Trutliseeker (New York)—
, °rls)_.."spaper—Secular Thought—Freidenker—Ethical
isle of jv/~ressive Thinker—Crescent—Leeds Daily News—
iX'ts-_i>a" , j'ucs—Public Opinion—Hawick Express—Home

Ller Vriip i, j Record—El Libre Pensamiento—Two Worlds—
ETtErs fo "'e°aclite—Edinburgh Evening News.

V28S," - - fhe Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to

CerRfBion, € SSLERel LRGoRy & Gifice is at No. 377 Strand,

It Lailcc." aere all letters should be addressed to Miss
Bl5f to p°st-Office regulations to announce on the

de tumberl the surlscrciPtion expire: sub:?%:rjbersbwill receive
In"~" colored” wrapper when their subscription 1s

X tt' 'vill he forwarded direct from the publishing
l-n -6d.; hair { at the following rates, prepaid:—One year,
‘tbDs wjj  Pear, 5s. 3d.; three months, 2s. 8d.

Or H"g th<SCIIN us uews rs, would enhance the favor b
dfRs fOr .. Passages to \/Ehail():?] they Wijsh us to calf attentl%n. y

Ls Utter-streoterature should be sent to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stone-
SckUpidaNeat € ' must reach 28 Stonecutter-street by first post

ﬁ éioré'%i‘,VE"R'WS'I*:’NAB{?I‘SpiWWQNordS, is. 6d.; every suc-

foredl! half °rds>6d- Displayed Advertisements —One inch,
rePetitio Olumn’ £t 2S- 6d.; column, £2 5s. Special terms
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Sugar Plums.

There was a good audience at the Athenamm Hall on
Sunday evening, when Mr. Foote lectured on “ The Mother
of God.” Mr. Thurlow occupied the chair, and one gentle-
man offered some rather irrelevant opposition. This evening
(Dec 17) Mr. Foote continues his treatment of the first
Christmas story in the Gospels by lecturing on “ The Baby
God of Bethlehem.”

London Freethinkers, and perhaps some country Free-
thinkers too, will note that the Annual Dinner is fixed for
Monday, January 8, at the Holborn Restaurant. The tickets
are four shillings each, as usual. Mr. Foote will preside, and
will be supported by leading members of the National Secular
Society. Visitors may expect a good dinner, good company,
good music, and good speeches. We may add that tickets
can be obtained from Miss Vance, 377 Strand, W.C. ; from
Mr. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C. ; or from any London
Branch secretary. -

The attention of Freethinkers is once more directed to the
Frecthought Publishing Company’'s advertisement on our
back page. We are approaching the lestive Christmas
time during which, or rather before it, Freethinkers ought
to ask themselves what gift they can afford to make to the
good old cause. They cannot do better than take up some
Shares in this fine enterprise, which has already obtained a
large measure of support, and which will do wonders for the
Frcethought movement if it is only supported a little more.

Mr Charles Watts had three good meetings last Sunday
in Manchester. Friends were present from the surrounding
districts Two gentlemen came from Leeds, and the audiences
were very enthusiastic, particularly in the evening, when Mr.
Watts lectured on *“ Colonel Ingersoll as | Knew Him.”
Several questions were asked after each lecture. Mr. Watts
is lecturing during the week at Bolton and Stockton, and
to-day, Sunday, December 17, he again lectures three times
iu Manchester.

Woec are always glad to be of assistance to our contem-
noraries  Last week’s Reynolds' Newspaper placed at the
ton of its “ Democratic Show ” column four very telling
extracts from Karl Pearson, Nietzsche, Shakespeare, and
Petronius They were taken, of course, Irom the eighth
page of the Secular Almanack, where they may be iound in
precisely the same order.

The Malthusian League held its annual public meeting at
South-place Institute on Wednesday evening, December b.
There was a fair attendance. Dr. Drysdale, the President
of the League, occupied the chair ; but, as age is telling
upon him, his address was read by Dr. Alice Vickery.
Speeches were delivered by Messrs G. \V. Foote, A.
Moss, FI. Member, C. Il. Seyler, A. I'. Busch, G. Standring,
and Mrs Bonner. The proceedings closed with a vote oi
thanks to the chairman, who responded in an impressive
little snecch Dr. Drysdale said that lie was old, and
belonged to the past. “ It is for you,” lie added *“ |o carry
on the work of progress, and to sec that the world Is made
better worth living in.’ -

We understand that the Malthusian League came into a
legacy of Z7800 on the death of Mr. Bonsor. Perhaps this
will enable the League to adopt a bolder and more popular
propaganda. = -

Mr Foote’s letter to the American Secular Congress at
Boston is printed in tbc New York Trutliseeker, from which
wc reproduce it: “ Ladies and Gentlemen,—I| have been
asked to send you a word of greeting and encouragement
across the Atlantic, and | write you this poor letter, which
is all 1 have time for in my present overwhelming stress of
business. You meet in a hall dedicated to the memory of a
great Englishman who found the first field for the exercise of
his powers in America. Thomas Paine is a connecting link
between the Freethought parties ot two progressive nhations.
His name stands for mental freedom and moral courage.
And it is to your credit that you have done him more honor
than lie has received from the land of his birth. It is in
America that one must seek his visible memorials, and it
is an American who has written his life and edited a
standard edition of his writings. In this respect the old
country takes a very back seat. But it must he remembered
that Paine helped to establish your glorious Republic, while
he has been hated in England by the clergy and the privileged
classes not merely for attacking Christianity, but also, and
perhaps more, for assailing political injustice, spoliation, and
oppression.  You meet also under the shadow of a great loss.
The death of Colonel Ingersoll was a great calamity. Such
men do not often appear on this planet, and their disappearance
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is one of those fatalities which emphasize our helpless-
ness before the unswerving forces of nature. You admired
him, you loved him ; to most of you his death was a personal
bereavement. But we also admired and loved him, and the
Freethinkers of this country share your sorrow. They clasp
hands with you in saluting the memory of your noble dead.
He was a hero without cruelty, a saint without Pharisaism,
a giant without disdain, a king of men who looked with con-
tempt on sceptres and crowns, a pharos in the world’s welter
of selfishness and mediocrity. Yes, your loss is great—
incalculable. But you must not, you will not, throw up
your hands in despair. Stretch out your hands to the Free-
thought standard. Uphold it. Keep the flag flying bravely.
Carry on the old war against superstition and priestcraft.
Fight the Black Army banded together against liberty and
progress. Your work is before you—to dispel the darkness
and shed abroad the light, to break the fetters of mental
slavery, to check the impudence of clerical usurpation, to sub-
stitute humanity for theology, to wean the women from the
folds of faith, to save the children from the curse of religion,
and to effect a lasting alliance between morality and reason.
On, then, American brothers and sisters, with your splendid
task ! And we will give you all we have to give—our loving
sympathy and our earnest hopes for your success. Yours
most sincerely, G. W. Foote.”

As sovereigns go, the Emperor of Austria is one of the
best. On Monday he received Dr. Alexander Kirsch, the
Rabbi of the Jewish community at Prague. Dr. Kirsch said
that at present his race had hard times to go through, and
the Emperor replied: “ Yes, your brothers in the Jewish
faith in Bohemia have had hard times to go through, and |
will say that | am indignant at so much brutality.” The
Rabbi asked if he might repeat these words of sympathy.
“Yes,” the Emperor answered, “ | specially request you to
do so.” -

The Glasgow Branch is going well and strong. This
season’s audiences at special lectures have been capital, and
the income from ordinary sources is better than it was this
time last year ; in addition to which the Branch has just
received a handsome Christmas Box in the shape of a dona-
tion of £100 from an anonymous friend. It is hardly neces-
sary to say that the Branch will push forward its propagandist
work in Glasgow and the surrounding district with more
vigor than ever—and that will mean with more success than
ever.

Mr. Baxter, who looks after the sale of Freethought litera-
ture in Glasgow, is gradually increasing his business.
Amongst other things, he has sold 200 copies of the Age
of Reason during the last fourteen months. He received a
visit recently from Mr. David Strauss, a hephew of the great
Strauss, the famous German Freethinker. This gentleman,
who bought some books of Mr. Baxter, said that he had
been directed there by a lady whom he had observed reading
the Age ofReason at St. Enoch’s Hotel.

Mr. Joseph McCabe visits Liverpool to-day (Dec. 17) and
delivers lectures for the local N.S.S. Branch. Particulars
will be found amongst Lecture Notices in another column.
No doubt the Liverpool Freethinkers will give Mr. McCabe
a very hearty reception.

Mr. Hammond, of the Liverpool Branch, will read a paper
on “A Sceptic's View of Spiritualism” before the Eclectic
Society in tile Masonic Hall, Merton-road, Bootle, on Friday
evening (Dec. 15), at 8 o’clock. Some of the local “ saints”
will probably like to hear him.

Mr. John Maddy lectures at the Camberwell Secular Hall
this evening (Dec. 17) on “ Bradlaugh’s Great Struggles.”
The secretary describes him as one of Bradlaugh’s lieutenants
at Northampton. The Camberwell Secular Hall will be
closed next Sunday (Christmas Eve), but will reopen with a
social party, including dancing, on New Year’s Eve.

Colonel IngersolPs complete works will be published in
complete form some time in January. There will be twelve
volumes in all, including more than a thousand pages of
hitherto unpublished speeches, lectures, and interviews. The
contents will be political and legal as well as religious.

Secular Thought (Toronto) reproduces “ Kruger’s Dream,”
by Mr. Foote, and calls special attention to it in an editorial
note, adding a too flattering tribute to the writer. “ No one
who knows Mr. Foote,” our Canadian contemporary says,
“can fail to recognise in him a man of wide culture and a
iudicial mind, a bright and clever writer, and a keen critic.
In our view, he is the ablest of what may be termed the

ractical advocates of Freethought and Secularism in

ngland.”
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Freethought in Cromwell's Time.

(Bv the Late j. M. Wheeler.)
( Concluded from page 795.)

John Biddle, the father of English Unitarianisni,
Carlyle characterises as “ a poor Gloucester sc*l0
master once, now a very conspicuous Heresiat
apparently of mild but entirely obstinate manners,
been imprisoned at Gloucester, but, even while petl _
ing Parliament to consider his case, published™ a P .,
phlet denying the personality ot the Holy Spirit, W
was ordered by the House of Commons to be caUe
and publicly burnt. After a long imprisonment he ¢
released by the Act of Oblivion 1652, but two > ~*
afterwards published a Two-fold Catechism, > w j
he denied the doctrines.of the Trinity, the Atonem
and Eternal Punishment. It was ordered to be burl »
and Biddle was again committed to prison J°r
months. A Bill was ordered to be brought intc
House of Commons for punishing Biddle, January
1654, but Cromwell dissolved the Parliament, repr® telS
ing it for its persecuting spirit. Biddle, released,
into a public disputation with the Rev. John e
which brings him into fresh trouble. He is
hended by warrant from the Lord Mayor, and
mitted to Newgate, on a charge of blasphemy, ~
ferred against him by his reverend antagonist,

we suspect, came off second best in the dispul_jny
Cromwell settles the case by sending Biddle to the ,fej
Islands, assigning him an annual subsidy ot a n S
crowns. He returned to London before the Pro
death, only to get in further trouble after the t ejjVne
tion, when he was apprehended for conducting ~
worship in his own lodgings in the presence 0 ‘ddll.
friends, fined p£ioo, and his friends £20 each, anjjiere

1

1

demned to lie in prison till the fine was paid- [s3))
for want of air and exercise, poor John bim "ty
tracted a disease of which he died in 1662, in tn
seventh year of his age. , 6N
The fate of Paul Best was possibly similar. MaiiJ

he was charged with heresy for having certain ~
scripts in his pgssession which denied the Triniti/, 1 e
Ing of 1t as the mystery of--iﬂiquity-,---éhree(‘:’(’)i@)r?i%
Cerberus, and so forth. For this he was -

to the Gatehouse, Westminster, and the ~ ulidli
Commons was asked to bring in an ordinance P/g it
ing him with death. Presbyterian Baillie, wm t&$
this time taking part in the Westminster Assem and
us “My Lord Fairfax sent up the last \C in”
horrible Antitriastrian ; the whole Assemble g |
body to the House to complain of his blasplm

wes the will of Cromwell, in the letter of n'S hn gt
to desyre the House not to discourage t%” Cexpresfly
ventured their life for them, and to come -flia" .
with their much-desyred libertie of (:onscience.pan‘.jjaineljt
to this intimation from our “ chief of men, ‘ Ind@ct;j
appointed certain divines to confer with Bes ¢ j,j5 ¢
he put forward a pamphlet indicating h°Pe* fie"™.
version, Lif he DE not untimely staived to elegnptitet ./
hand.” In 1647 he put forward another ~p-sCoMri |

explanation of his view, entitled Mysteries a Clese
dated from the Gatehouse, where he™ had jhetw_
prisoner since February 14, 1645. This p  jlhis* »
ordered to be burnt, and the printer to trel™:inly
What became of Best is unknown. * »he Assdll ,id
against Best was so slow in passingJhat A
of Divines, in their proceedings against pred' ~
it necessary to “ solicite the Parliament, al jsbingj’

Draconick Ordinance” for inflicting the P of C" |
death upon all who denied the fundamen  j*geii \
tianity. In February, 1647, the House or (6]
fast to beseech God to stop the growt! . ngr i

This Hallam calls “ a Presbr thc
On May 2, 1 /.jon,esPEXilS

blasphemy.
to alarm the nation.”

ordinance was passed after some . Vjews-
by Whitelock, who represented Crom've Tri™ 'jsts
ordinance declared the denial of God, or “atC’, ,t

the deity of Christ, or the Holy Ghos ', tj,e atoil®' [jcii

manhood was not unspotted of sin, 01 0 resurrv.ilicll
or the canonical books of scripture,_or eSffor gl
of the dead and final judgment, capita for
the perpetrator “ shall suffer the P*in?s «je WwIL

case of Felony, without benefit of »
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Elinor offences, such as belief in purgatory, universal
salvation, “ or that man is bound to believe no more
‘an by his reason he can comprehend,” etc., he shall
be committed to prison until he shall find two sufficient
sureties that he shall not maintain his errors any more.
< sufficient indication of the toleration to be expected
rm Presbyterianism.
Parliamentary supporter of Biddle and Best was
Col «I John Fry, a Dorsetshire gentleman, who sat Ir
parliament at the time of the trial of Charles . He
accused of blasphemy by one Colonel Downs, and
Published the Accuser Sham'd: or a pair of Bellows to
ow off that ;ygj. casj. UpOn John Pry, a Member ol
*urliament, by Colonel John Downs, likewise a Member
larliament, who, by the Confederacy and Instigation
?/ SOme>charged the said John Fry of Blasphemy and
-rror tothe Honorable House of Commons. YVhere-
* 1 0 bsannexed a word to the. Priests, Lawyers, Royal-
ss, Self-seekers, and Rigid Presbyterians. Also &
Auntilation of the chaffie and absurd opinion of
Iree Persons or Subsistences as the Godhead, by the
sccused John Fry, 16 Feb., 1648 [/<?, 1649J). (This
followed by another pamphlet on The Clergy in
Colors, in which he attacked their hypocrisy, and
uedared himself a Rationalist. “ If Mr. Parson, he
.ys>“ be put hard to it, he will tell you 'tis a thing
n?'-6feason, and yet you must believe what the received
PPuiion of it is. 1 must confess 1 have heard much of
le luving things above reason, and the time was when
lWéglixOWEd this Pj.l.l,; but | may say as St. Paul, * When
, »,05 a child 1 spake as a child, I understood as a child,
thought as a child ; but when I became a man | put
1pdy childish things.”” Parliament took cognizance
in ],otb these works, and, finding that certain passages
lon!’f’L were “ erroneous, profane, and highly scanda-
bis book was ordered to be burnt, and le was
ured disabled to sit in Parliament. ..
other Antitrinitarian heretics of this period
dL eJohn Webberley, an Oxford man, also imprisoned,
\vf’mas Webb, minister of Langley, Burhill j Wilts,
Prh preacbed blasphemy in the west ; the Rev- 1 u
ti Criy> a Socinian and believer in Universal w e.np
C * Who had a public dispute with Cheyncll, and who
mu ;|e<lised of blasphemy, March, 1653, but ® >
ficdJ°bn Knowles, controverted by Eaton of ut

,J:1berry- bke many others of the time, was inclined to
imo IClsm- Jacob Bochme was not without followers
tlel le Seekers, that interesting sect who ' P
a.,d Out for a decent religion. Famihsts, Seekers,
sect Befhmenists seem to have been absorbed byThe ne
livL°f Q~kers, who, when their movement was a
ThS?a"2’ were very much less orthodox than at P«set
ofall denunclation of hireling ministers, their rejectio
J'Ite to t] d')lents, and their making the Bible subordi
¢ ht te Oln/er light of the spirit by which the heathen

J® FreethoVC"' gathered in the Quaker camp much of
ob t element, and rendered them still more

refuSai°rub to the orthodox than their love of peace and

, The if °atlls-
'Bland\VO)i' Laurence Claxton, first of the Church of
oiay:;,u’ ‘h'tna seeker and finally a Muggletonian.
h'e ]3e*° he mentioned as a denier of the personﬁlggoof
Our -- His first publication was BRfifies Look about
*hc Devil thatyou fear he ts A hisTIBéch?E
"W 62 b3 The Right Devil Disctmndtn”™ ™ r<wWr7i,
(iG, 1Education, Quality, Place, ai human reason

" ls doctrine—that the Devi .. fought. YYe
not:py ke considered the antithesis ° expression.
"Thr? ™ 01l account of its fannia * ;S) or shall

ture as walks

be, °nly Devil,” says he, “ that e
ancj a hand

inl °r the most part as comely a
@%\yoln streets ; and hath as neat a toot
o}

n - ?)r»v ‘:1 ;thve Iand-’ |
ss"itenSo ° ,tbe many merits of Oliver Cromwell thét
'Macity .. rehgious fervor did not override his practical
tith i’r overthrow his toleration. He embarked
VB (o \ sea of politics in ~ cause of religious
o2 5k, SoTcti e Hacort thio gowdl old cause.  Sir,

t 0 J” cho®si'ng'men to'se’rve it, takeg F® notice
«lat .y opinions ; if they be willing- gt ndPwile 't

swWOmiatlsries.” he wrote in '<'44-  * alth any sect th
Pe-S or money of the Comm hinder the

>n particular, that you n m y ~ 'r ,” wrote his
u >>tanﬁest|ng |tselqab)), Us ownyP
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private chaplain in a pseudonymous address to the Pro-
tector and Parliament in 1659, which was, as Ranke
observes, “not so much addressed to Cromwell as
addressed by a friend of Cromwell’'s to the public.”
The country was not prepared for a complete separa-
tion of religion and state. To see that the nation
enjoyed the greatest liberty compatible with order
was Cromwell’s aim. And he was largely successful.
While he ruled there was more religious freedom than
at any period previous to the Revolution. He evinced
his toleration by his patronage of the learned Episcopa-
lians, Usher and Pococke, no less than by his protec-
tion of the Unitarians and his friendship for Fox when
once assured the Quakers meditated no designs against
the Commonwealth. Brian Walton’s Polyglot Bible,
which laid the foundations of Biblical criticism, was
issued under his patronage, and the paper for that
great work was imported duty free by his command.
The publication was fiercely attacked by the leading
Independent, John Owen, Vice-Chancellor of Oxford, as
calculated to shatter belief in the inspiration of the
scriptures.

YVe have seen how the Presbyterians acted in the
matter of toleration. The so-called Independents were
but little better. When Parliament declared that all
shall be tolerated who profess the “ fundamentals” of
Christianity, the divines defined the “ fundamentals ” so
as to exclude Papists and Unitarians. To satisfy
Cromwell, the House of Commons had resolved that
to Bills touching liberty of conscience the Protector
should have a negative, but not to Bills for the suppres-
sion of heresies. YYffien, however, after spending much
time over the “ blasphemy ” of poorJames Nayler—the
Quaker who had ridden into Bristol and been saluted as
the Son of David and the Prince of Peace, whom they
barbarously ordered to be put in the pillory, to be
whipped from Westminster to the Exchange, there
reset in the pillory and have his tongue bored through
with a red-hot iron, and to be branded on the forehead
to the skull with the letter B—Cromwell peremptorily
demanded *“ that the House will let Us know the
grounds and reasons whereupon they have proceeded.”
With the death of Cromwell the flag of the good old
cause fell to the ground. Puritanism had never gained
the mass of the people. Presbyterians, disappointed in
their hopes of supremacy, welcomed the Restoration—
to be rewarded with the Act of Uniformity, the Conven-
ticle Act, the Five Mile Act, the Test Act, and by his
Protestant Majesty Charles 1l. sending for priest
Hudleston on his death-bed to reconcile himself to

Rome.

Christianity Reconsidered.

( Concludedfrom page pip.)

HAviNo shown briefly that the book which is looked upon as
the foundation of the Christian system-the book upon which
its authority is presumed to rest—ha\ mg shown that this book,
or collection of books, cannot be regarded as infallible or m-
snired, we proceed to the examination ofthose special doctrines
which are the backbone, so to speak, of Christianity, and
which differentiate it from other systems of re igion ; and |
shall endeavor to show that, for men who do their own
thinking it is impossible to accept those doctrines, on
account of their inherent unreasonableness. They are so
opposed to reason and common sense, and even to true con-
ceptions of morality and justice, that it is indeed surprising
that sane men and women have lor so long continued to put
their faith in them and regard them as an ultimate divine
revelation of sublime and absolute truth. Belief in a god of
some kind may be taken as the first important item in the
creed of a believer, and for this reason it may be well taken
first in our examination of the dogmas ot Christianity.

YVe arc told that the universe was created by God, who is a
personality, a thinking, conscious Being, yet who has not
parts or passions like unto us mortals ; that he is infinite,
all powertul, ever-present, all-knowing ; that he is a loving
father who cares for us, his children, on earth. The idea of
a trod or -aids has been handed down to us from the genera-
tions of the past, and it speaks to us of the ignorance of our
forefathers. The savage or primitive man had his gods for

serv element, for almost every law of nature, and every
phenomenon around him. The “ gods ” have gradually been
educed in"number with the advance of science and of know-
ledge YVlien man learnt to understand the laws of nature,
he ceased to call them gods. And so the number has been
reduced until we find In the Christianity of to-day only one
God or, at most, three. The doctrine of the Trinity is an
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unthinkable muddle, and the creed which endeavors tc put
this doctrine into form is not only also an unthinkable muddle,
but is, in addition, a reflection of the cruel savagery of the
Dark Ages. But, putting this metaphysical puzzle on one
side with just this passing remark, let us consider the God
of the Unitarian or the Theist. This is also an unthinkable
and unimaginable hypothesis. God is a “ person,” we are
told. Can we think of a person or personality apart from
the ordinary limitation of personality ? God is almighty hnd
infinite, we are also told. But can we conceive of an infinite
person ? And, when we look about for a definition of the
idea of God for proof of his existence, what do we find ?
Clever metaphysical dissertations such as Armstrong’s God
and the Soul, or semi-scientific works such as Keeling’s
Oucero—books which are very interesting reading, very
cleverly written in certain respects, but which, after all, do
not take one much “ forrader,” as it were. As a matter of
fact, the question of the existence of a supreme being is one
which is absolutely beyond the human mind to grapple with.
We are absolutely in the dark, as we always were on this
question, and all the creeds and expressions of belief are but
the expressions of man’s ignorance now, as they were in the
ages past. But, of course, we are progressing, improving,
evolving, and developing. The gods of the ancients have
been cast down in the onward march of knowledge and
liberty, and we in England, at least, have only one God (or at
most three) thrust upon us to-day.

Thé “ Fall ” is a very important doctrine in the Christian
system of religion, for on it depend the doctrines of the
Incarnation and of Salvation. YVe are told that man was
made in original innocence and purity, without spot or
blemish, “in the image of God”; that, owing to the sin of
our “first parents,” the whole human race has inherited the
taint of sin, which can only be purged by the belief in Jesus
Christ as a savior. This is the idea which we gather from
the Bible, and it is included in the creeds of the Churches.
And though some “advanced” Christians endeavor to
explain it away and square it with modern ideas, their
efforts to do away with the fact that it is a doctrine of
Christianity, as it is stated above, were of no avail. But
what does science, what does true knowledge, teach us?
Does it not point to man as a being evolved from lower
forms of life? Does it not show us that he has gradually,
slowly, step by step, advanced from a state of animalism and
primitive savagery to the state in which we find him at his
best to-day, with faculties for still further development?
This is the revelation of modern science, the latest utterance
from the book of nature. What are we to say, then? Shall
we accept the latest revelation of recent science, or shall we
reject it in favor of a creed and of unverifiable statements
found in an ancient document written by no one knows who?
And, furthermore, the morality implied in the “ Fall” story
is such as must condemn it at once in the eyes of all who
really think the question out for themselves. It is grossly
unjust, frightfully immoral, to suppose that, because of the
“sin” of our *“first parents,” untold millions of men and
women should be condemned to everlasting damnation for
no sins of their own. Surely, to a rational, thinking mind,
the mere statement of such a theory is a sufficient condemna-
tion.

Closely allied to the doctrine of the Fall is the theory of the
“incarnation,” and the implied or definitely stated doctrine
of the Deity or divinity of Jesus ; for, “ as in Adam all die,
so in Christ shall all be made alive  as the old book puts it
in one passage. We are told that Jesus was more than man
—that he was divine ; in fact, that he was no less than God,
the creator and sustainer of all things, incarnate in the form
of a man; and this truly unthinkable doctrine is put in the
most absurd and unthinkable form it is possible to imagine
in the Athanasian Creed—a piece of work which makes one
pause in amazement and wonder when one realises the fact
that there are men even to-day who say they believe this
admixture of absurdity and self-contradiction to be divine
truth. There is not the slightest proof whatever to be found
in the Four “ Gospels ” that Jesus himself claimed to be God,
or to be the equal of God, and as the believers are professedly
those who are supposed to base their beliefs on the Bible, the
absurdity becomes more glaring still ; while, on the other
hand, there is everything in the words and life of Jesus, as
far as we are able to gather from the meagre and self-
contradictory records, to prove how impossible is this doctrine
when the said records are read with lhe open eyes of common

sense. IfJesus was God, to whom did he pray, and to whom
did he say: “ My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken
me?” If he was God, of whom did he say : “ My father is

greater than | ”? These are questions which have often
been put to Christians, but | have never seen or heard them
answered by any believer in a straightforward, lucid manner.
Again, there is no internal evidence in the story of the life of
Jesus which would lead one to suppose that he was other
than an ordinary human being. True, his “ miracles” are
recorded of him, as, indeed, they are also recorded of other
religious teachers of the past; but, apart from these
excrescences, apart from these wonders which have un-
doubtedly been put into the story, and which cannot at
all be reckoned as evidence of anything but the credulity
and superstition of the time—apart from these fairy tales,
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what is there which would lead one to suppose thatJedJ
was different from other reformers as far as his nature «a
concerned? He walks and talks, sleeps, eats, and drill*’
laughs, weeps, is happy, is depressed, is well, is indispose '
is pleased, is angry; In fact, he performs all the fundiO”~
natural to ordinary men. The idea of an incarnation o
god in some form or other is found in most religious systel*
and there is as much foundation for one as another—and
little. ,
The doctrine of “ salvation ” is, of course, closely allien
the doctrines of the “fall” and the “incarnation” tin™F
Man having fallen, and Jesus having been incarnated mo »
that men might be saved, the doctrine of salvation te s,y
that those who believe in the incarnation of Jesus, etc.,1
be saved. This doctrine of salvation has been styled bylll .
as immoral ; and, indeed, that term is by no means too n'our
a one to use towards such an idea, for it prostitutes®
noblest conception of justice and moral order in a most
manner. The logic of the doctrine has been pointed 0
advanced thinkers again and again. Take two men; 0
an Atheist, say. He lives a pure, noble life, doing his be* |
uplift his fellow men, to propagate such principles aS n
tend to the higher evolution of the race. Take another .

EN

He shall be a Christian. He goes to his place of of
regularly, attends prayer meetings and all that s° U
thing, is very anxious about the salvation of his own ~
and he becomes “ saved.” Or, should he become aemn jC
a murderer, a thief, it doesn’t matter in the lonjt run-  “iii

but “ repents” on his death-bed and believes, he is save bye
the consequences of his evil doing, and goes to heavell’ #
the Atheist aforementioned goes to the other place. .entidiS
such a doctrine as this contradict all the highest cone P
of life, of existence, and of morality within us? te
Flnally touchlng the doctrine of a future life a.te a|l,
immortality of the human soul, almost all, if not ~-a,cqd
the arguments in favor of man’s immortality could, w>
logic and reason, be applied to the other animals ;1.""« parW/
teach the |mmortaI|ty of human souls, we should, b) ,cat-
of reasoning, also include the |mm0rtaI|tyofthe souls?liestent
and dogs. But wall our Christian friends go to the >u_ ,;tyis
of the logic of their theory? The question of iiym0 ~ it is
akin to the question of the existence ofa God, m 1 ‘y In
beyond the human intellect and is incapable of Pr ~ cjing
this case (and it is admitted even by some who stillJovV  all o
to the worst stories of the old faith) is it not the wisers f nierts
devote one’s energies to the cleansing and puritymg ’\tjne |'1
lives in the fife which we know of, instead ol wasting” j-no
speculations and futile preparation for a file that '
nothing whatever about? A great deal is sornet* M.
of the persistence of the personality in the indiv* 2 jjyskl
But it is quite logical to think that as at death tnc j%GdiicS
personality, composed as it is of particles ol matter»  oaiitp>
disintegrated and is lost, so the “ soul ” or mental P . fofC
being composed of mental forces, at death these ,lie* ( jica O
become also disintegrated and go back into the gr
forces from which they were for a time differentiate 'pen
Possibly some of our Christian friends who may .tacklllr
read this article will say, Oh ! but you have be?ll « at/l'
orthodoxy, and not what / conceive to be Christsl Jootn]l
To which | would reply that 1 have dealt with thos "~ ,,;
which distinguish the Christian system of religion,  t|.at
and should any reader find he agrees with anythllfyllrlstllj
been said against that system he is to thatextent« .  nest 1
and we would say to him, Why do you not bp j. ytr tle

come out and join the ranks of those who tim o cyidiQ@'
selves? HAROth &

The Christian Alphabet.

A was an Author, a spirit or spook ;
B is the Bible, the name of his booK.
C was the Curse of this curious gh°s

1

D is the Devil who'll “ have you on rb;
E stands for Eve who was made fio"
F stands for Faith and for Fable an drCal’

G was the Gore that was tapped if0 Wjll r*'l
Il stands for Hell where tha righ/eo

I was the Ignorance Jesus display6 >

1 Was the ¥oiner befooled’ hy.a jade-
K stands tor Kllllng the Author ot
|. is the “ Love ” that has cursed us
M stands for Mary, God’s mistress ¢
N was the Noodle, His putative Pa" «n<r;.

hn
j nal

O>|§ Id @ktow Ier n /¥ i’
! g Peace ” Ilqﬂ ﬂ)ﬁ Eﬁ

0 are the Quanreis of satnts since yifdt
R are the Rivers of Biblical blood- jlasW '™
S is the “ Sword” which the “ Savior ~ b,t

| are the Timings timai pray’rs

U were the Uterine kin of* I Aft allL.

V was the Virgin, His concubine-«»

YV stands for the Wane ol the ere t, oty .

X stands for Christ whom the Urn ale br*,
Y is the Yawning, though sermon* gellel-
Z stands for Zero, and there stan
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Freedom of Faith.

*s -'mother account of American missionaries mobbed
killed in your country,” said a fellow guest to Mr. \\ ong
u at the Hotel Manhattan yesterday.
» indeed, I am sorry to hear that;” replied Mr. Wong, a
1nanian of noble family, educated at Cornell and lleidel-
wbo pays New York a visit once in three years for
i .sons which he never talks about. “ But then, religious
oft i nce is not confined to the Chinese. | will not speak
‘h® occasional mobbings of Mormon missionaries”™ in your
ntry> but will only remind you that Christianity is as
pughant to some of our people as Mormonism is to most
Ol'yours.
nni/ say, however, that religious equality nas been the
of  In”~’lma for many centuries, while it is only a growth
that'2r ast few generations in America. Indeed, | declare
lv.'S'ous equality is not absolute here now.”
“ \mUareljloking,” remonstrated an American friend.
\y aen the Jesuits first preached in China,” replied Mr.
p K they were welcomed by the Emperor himself, bt.
evypnCS Wavier was one of them, if | mistake not. At all
Ri. ,’a year before the granting of the liberal charter of
com i Island, the Emperor of China had proclaimed the
\vi~ret® enfranchisement of Christianity. Let me tell you
Q!, rel»gious laws were in force in the colonies ol America
\ * at time.” . f
is ,ult” expostulated the American, “ freedom of worship

c’loMes '~ *sP*ration of the foundation of the American
S S° ,y°u have been taught,” said Mr. Wong. “ Your
Amp « stories, unintentionally perhaps, deceive you. Many
¢ 1?nsread no other history in after years. | will begin

°f\viwtVYork>settled by the Dutch, who had a better idea
Neu, x- rel'g'ous equality meant than any other people.  >et
“lIkw ,0rk Passed a law of perpetual imprisonment for all
andP'S! Priests’ remaining in the colony after a given date,
rIP-scribed death for any who might escape and be
ecaPtured.

, t Even in Penn’'s State.
sc-new, jersey excepted ‘ Baptists’ from its liberty of con-
aw' Pennsylvania—" .
perLlold. Ol ! William Penn, the Quaker, never allowed

“\cutl°n for religion,” interrupted the American,
faith & hut that colony made only persons who possessed
paV " Jesus Christ’ eligible to office, and its laws did not
"onpGi rorn persecution any but persons who believed in 01 J
‘ate p'A'ghty God.” That would have made myself and the
W||;i*oblrt G. Ingersol! legal outcasts and | itlanders

“r_ . Venn's da¥. . . i
of 1¥7 [he colony of New Haven the Scriptures were the code

disp. s’ and were administered strictly against e\er> on® " .

runnleed, with the interpretation placed upon them by the
the Brownists or Separatists of England, whom

Tle p later days are prone to confound with the | ur tars.
settle antans, strictly speaking, had nothing to.da) * ,I' 4l
t fﬁ]&j tﬁﬁ)aikgf?#;n go‘g?r:(és}' no'tjoor?onu%cﬁgreltiggqand required
‘Jasons to attend the meetings of the Established Church.
UritT, "Mgrim_Eathers =meste Brownists; m pd and not
liert-tens’ as” their descendants like to miseall them-made
1fglana statutory erime. It has been said that they Igril

that j.«d tNGUleF 1o Wership Ged as they P héed: aRe fwhns
PleasA] , "‘hers must worship God as they (t S
havired- They fixed a death penalty for” any one who,

'(H 'ad Hie knowledge of the true Lord, worshipped

Plbfic "eF thaq the Lofd GBH:A gy even forbade any

;iPProv-imeetinRs, whether religious or not, without the
An,,.. A °f the General Court. ~That Is tting’ away from
"non .ax°n liberty for vou ! Their Government passeu

of preachers, and their religion was

) a State establishment.

p. Death for Quakers. #
d'atl'.eT Punished Quakers with whippings, mutilations, and

lotkn td Pttaished any who might harbor Quakers -
F|Rrimdla brother ofjolm Howland, one of the Itlayhow er
"d b;s ost his ears because he ‘ harbored tCr‘ . present
ke,"descendants have been Quakers even to the prese
X ien. _ p
tistant™ " hunpshire decreed liberty of con.?”e" <?|l banish-
rent q Massachusetts punished heretic  cstablished
PublicZ dliath- and enforced attendance upon e . .
lieral cuersh’P-  Even Rhode Island, after Roger Williams
“ Ct,c .arter, excluded <Papists’ from civic equal t>

jact, Unitarians weic °

-asacoiony, established the Church o fE ng,a"d

Indifference to religion was ° tlie lash,
ecclesiastical—and the penalt> was

freethinker.

Si'

Infidelity was punished with death.
all Quakers.

“ Georgia granted religious liberty to all but * Papists.
North Carolina ‘indulged’ only ‘ Protestant’ dissenters.
South Carolina drew the line at denial of the Trinity.

Some Laws op To-day.

“ Only five States now by their Constitutions prohibit the
establishment of a State religion, and New York is not one
of them. There is nothing in the Constitution of the United
States to prevent New York from making Bishop Potter the
Primate of All New York, and from supporting the Church he
represents, nor to forbid Utah from establishing the Mormon
hierarchy in all the powers enjoyed by the Church of England.
To hold office in Pennsylvania to-day a man must believe in
God and a state of future rewards and punishments.”

“1 would like to know where you, a Chinaman, get your
authority for all these allegations,” said his listener a little

In 1658 Virginia banished

ll0* From such good American authority as Story on the
Constitution, and Bancroft's History ofthe United States, also
from a pamphlet entitled The Legal Sunday, written by
lames T. Ringgold, a lawyer of Baltimore, who cites Story,
Bancroft, and other authorities, for every fact | have
mentioned.”

__New YorhJournal.

Book Chat.

The Evolution of Man, by Dr. W. W. llardwicke (Watts &
Co.), is a work of very ambitious scope. It is an attempt to
cover almost everything, from Time and Space up to Marriage.
Of course, this cannot be done satisfactorily in three hundred
pages. Still, it must be allowed that Dr. Hardwicke has
crammed a vast deal of information into the present volume,
which is particularly valuable in its treatment of Pagan and
Christian religion from the evolutionary standpoint. It must
also be admitted that Dr. Hardwicke is refreshingly out-
spoken. Bumble and Grundy have no terrors for him. We
do not hesitate to commend this work to the attention of
Freethinkers. The instruction it conveys has been gathered
over wide fields of research, and is presented in an interesting

manner. # * *

The present issue of the Secular Almanack is the thirty-first.
The National Secular Society should, like Charles II., apolo-
gise for being so unconscionable a time in dying.

* * *

The sale of the cheap edition of Fitzgerald’s version of
Omar Khayyam has been phenomenal. As the poem is as
full of blasphemy as an egg is full of meat, this is very

gratifying. * * *

The Rev. Dr. Alexander a short time since published in
the Times a poem on the war. In polished verse the reverend
gentleman professed to look through the horrors of bloodshed
To the heaven beyond. We have no doubt that war seems
less dreadful to a right reverend follower of “ The Prince of
Peace” from a cosy armchair in his study than to a corre-
spondent on the battlefield.

Correspondence.

TO FREETHINKERS IN SHOREDITCH DISTRICT.
TO THE EDITOR OF “ TIIE FREETHINKER.”

Sir —May | awaken our colleagues in the district of
Hoxton, llaggerston, and other contiguous parishes, to the
fact that their Public Libraries do not contain that number
of modern popular Freethought writings which justice
demands? | have had some difficulty in securing the intro-
duction and circulation of G. J. Holyoake’s Trial of Theism :
but after suggesting works of such like value, those who
represent us on the Library Committee have officially refused
to comply with our rightful requests.

Considering the proportion of Secular ratepayers to the
total inhabitants in the district, and the number of religious
books in our libraries, it is an unjust act on the part of those
responsible to so snub Freethinkers. To see that some fair-
ness shall be meted out to us is now my aim, and | seek the
co-operation of our friends to bring about this. | think the
gentlemen on the committee will give way if a sufficient stir
1s made, which may be partly accomplished by Freethinkers
notili” down in the * Suggestion Book,” kept for that purpose
in the circulating lending libraries, particulars of books which
to them appear necessary for the properdpromulgation and
understanding of our history, aims, and principles, when
perused. May 1, then, implore those to see to this who are*
convinced of'its importance? United force is better than
separate confused shots, when attacking a stronghold ;
likewise joint effort is superior to single aims in a matter of
this character. H. Wright.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

[Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday,
and be marked “ Lecture Notice,” if not sent on post-card. ]

LONDON.

The Atiikn/&M Hal1 (73 Tottenham Court-road, W.) : 7.30,
G. W. Foote, “ The Baby God of Bethlehem.”

Bradlaugh Club and Institute (36 Newington Green-road,
Ball's Pond): 8.30, A Concert.

Camberwell (North Camberwell Hall, 61 New Church-road):
7.30, John Maddy, “ Bradlaugh’s Great Struggles.”

North London Ethical Society (Leighton Hall, Leighton-
crescent, Kentish Town): 7, H. Snell, “ Zola and Religion.”

South London Ethical Society (Masonic Hall, Camberwell
New-road): 7, J. Allanson Picton, "The Polychrome Bible.”

West London Ethical Society (Empress Rooms, Royal
Palace Hotel, High-street, Kensington, W.) : 11, Miss Margaret
McMillan, “ The After Effects of the War.”

COUNTRY.

Birmingham Branch (Prince of Wales Assembly Rooms):
H. P. Ward—11, “ Christianity before Christ”; 7, “Jesus Christ:
God, Man, or Myth.”

Chatham Secular Society (Queen's-road, New Brompton ):
2.45, Sunday School; 7, F. A. Davies, “ Faith and Finance.”

Derby (Central Hotel, Market-place) : 7, Mrs. Wright, " Com-
parative Psychology.” . ]

Glasgow (no Brunswick-street): 12, Discussion Class ; 6.30,
J. F. Turnbull.

Hutt (Friendly Societies Hall, No. 2 Room) : F. W. Booth,
“ Harry Lowerison’s ‘ Sprays of Sweet Briar.”” (An appreciation.)

Leicester Secular Society (Humberstone-gate):] 6.30, C.
Cohen, “ The Aims of Secularism.”

Liverpool (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square): Joseph McCabe
—11, “A Dream of Immortality”; 3, “ Materialism and Morals”;
7, “ The Origin of Life.”

Manchester Secular Hall (Rusholme-road, All Saints):
Charles Watts—n, “Why | Cannot be a Christian”; 3, “War
and Peace : From a Secular Standpoint”; 7, " The Defeat of the
Cross." Tea atb.

Sheffield Secular Society (Flail of Science, Rockingham-
street): 7, W. Dyson, “ The Transvaal : Why | am Not a Little
Englander.”

South Shields (Captain Duncan’s Navigation Schools, Market-
place) : 6.30, “ Liberty and Necessity : A Chapter from Mill.”

Lecturers’ Engagements.

C. Cohen, 17 Osborne-road, High-road, Leyton.—December
17, Leicester; 31, Birmingham.

H. Percy Ward, 2 Leamington-place, George-street, Balsall
Heath, Birmingham.—December 17, Birmingham.

POSITIVISM.

“Reorganisation, without god or king, by the systematic
worship of Humanity."

Information and publications on the Religion of Humanity
may be obtained free on application to the Church of
Humanity, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

Ingersoll’s Last Lecture.

“"WHAT IS RELIGION

An Address delivered before the American Free Religious
Association, at Boston, June 2, iHccj.

Freethinkers should keep a copy of this Lecture always by

them. It was Ingersoll’'s last utterance on the subject of
religion. It shows him to have been a “ rank Atheist ” to the
very end. Moreover, it is a summary of his life’s teaching,

and embalms his ripest thought.
PRICE TWOPENCE.

London: The Freethought Publishing Company, Limited.
Agent: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Edward Truelove’s Freethought Library.
A Catalogue of Books, Pamphlets, Tracts, etc., chiefly Poli-

tical and Controversial, from the Library of the late
Edward Truelove, relating to Chartism, Communism, Co-opera-
tion, Robert Owen and his Philosophy, Political Agitations, and
Freethought, by Richard Carlile, Henry Hethermgton, William
Hone, William Cobbett, Thomas Paine, and many others, and
now on sale by his Executors, will be ready shortly, and will be

sent on receipt of two stamps by Miss Fl. T ruelove, 17 Alexandra-
road, Hornsey, N.

THE FREETHINKER.

December 17> *"99*

London Freethinkers' Annnal Dinner

(Under the Auspices of the National Secular Society), alf e

Holborn Restaurant, London (Caledonian Salon),

On MONDAY, JANUARY 8, 190*

Chairman - - - - G. W. FOOTE.
Dinner 7.30 sharp. Tickets 4s. each.
Editii M. Vance, Secretary, 377 Strand, W.C.

THE BEST BOOK

ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, | BELIEVE,

TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND PRACTICE
OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.S.S.

160 pages, -with portrait and autograph, bound in cloth, giU IAd
Price is., post free.

In order to bring the information within the reach of the poor,
most important parts of the book are issued in a pamphle yor
pages at one penny, post free 2d. Copies of the pampnl
distribution is. a dozen post free. «jlr.
The National Reformer of September 4, 1892, says 'Of tlis
Holmes’ pamphlet...... is an almost unexceptional stalemen is
Neo-Malthusian theory and practice......and throughout
p is
[lie

to moral feeling...... The special value of Mr. Holmes ser'
the Neo-Malthusian cause and to human well-being gelie T [li
just his combination in his pamphlet of a_plain statempn ccOuiit

physical and moral need for family limitation with a plan  cOn

of the means by which it can be secured, and an offer to <

ccrned of the requisites at the lowest possible prices. . pr,
The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysda >

Allbutt, and others, have also spoken of it in very high ter _r{jo,
The trade supplied by R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street,
E.C. Other orders should be sent to the author,

J. R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAGE, BER*_.’
W. J. Rendells “W.ife’s

Recommended by Mrs. Besant in Law of Population, p- 55
Dr. Allbutt in Wife’'s Handbook, p. 51. Made ONLY a ,uCtidi
Chadwell-street, Clerkenwell; 2s. per doz., post free (T

in larger quantities). For particulars send stamped enve |

Important Caution. d

Beware of useless imitations substituted by some dealer etc-
chemists, the words “ Rendell-&-Co,” and “U.. W, Rende ilie
being speciously and plausibly introduced to deceive the 1

Look for Autograph Registered Trade Mark

!

In Red Ink on each box, without which none are

No. 182,688*
qUI'TKE

Higginson’s Syringe, with Vertical and Reverse Clb ‘lg (;eé'l'll
4px6d.7-and | %&N Dr. Palfrey’s_ Powders is. 2d. G2
pound, is. r. Allbutt's %yuinine Powders, 3s*Pc

prices post free.

Thwaites’ Liver Pills»

The Best Family Medicine in the World. Will cut
Kidney, and all Stomach Diseases effectually.

Good for Heart Troubles and Cardiac ComplaiBé\ pod
Ailments, Anaemia, etc. is. ij£d. and 2s. 9d. per
free, 14 or 33 stamps. Directions with each box.

.Tees’
G. THWAITES, Herbalist, Stockton-on

ITANTON, the People’s Dentist, 335 Strand (oppos'*d %gpfefl_r;l,
S) House).—TEETH on VULCANITE, 2s. 6d, eacn c
lower set, f 1. Best Quality, 4s. each; upper or ’nei@lsx
Completed in four hours when required; repairing or

in two hours. If you pay more than the above, they 13
charges. Teeth on platinum, 7s. 6d. each ; on 18 ¢ * &
stopping, 2s. 6d. ; extraction, is. ; painless by gas,

arge-sized musical box. Very,
1!”_ ten tunes. Bell accompaniment. Equal to new.
45s.  Approval allowed.—I1., 10 All Saints-road,

park, London, W.
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CHRISTMAS.

1 want to distribute 100 Fat Geese and 100 Fine Turkeys at Christmas,
and | offer a choice of the two to the sender of every tenth order | receive
for my marvellous Lot 11, which includes 1 Pair of All-Wool Blankets,
1 Pair Large Bed Sheets, | Beautiful Flowered Quilt, LWhite Tablecloth,
lib. of Free Clothing Tea. This Parcel is well worth 30s. | offer it for
21s., carriage paid, to any address, and, as previously stated, | give a Goose
or a Turkey to the sender of every tenth order | receive up to December
23. Money returned for every Parcel that fails to give satisfaction.

J.W. GOTT, 2 & 4 Union Street, Bradford.

NOW READY.

The secular almanack for woo.

ISSUED BY THE NATIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY, AND EDITED BY

G. W. FOOTE.

Oofining a Freethought Calendar, full particulars of the National Secular Society and its
“ranches, as well as of other Freethought Organizations, and a number of Special Articles
by G. W. Foote, Charles Watts, C. Cohen, Francis Neale, Mimnermus, and others.

PRICE THREEPENCE.
LONDON: R. FORDER, 28 STONECUTTER-STREET, E.C.

Now Ready.

Reply to Gladstone.
By COLONEL INGERSOLL.

A New Edition. Handsomely Printed.

% frfriendly6}3 poetr>- Freethinkers stiomu rc«w . . . --—---V . .
,tve N With C'iriStianS- They Sh° U, d lik6wise lend U to their orthodox friends whenever

PRICE FOURPENCE.

London : the freethought publishing company, limited.
Agent : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.
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THE FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING COMPANY, LID.

Registered under the Companies’ Acts 1862 to 1890.

Capital £5,000 in Shares of £1 each.

Ordinary Shares, £4,000.

Deferred Shares,

The Ordinary Shares are Offered for Subscription, and are Payable as follows

2s. 6d. perShare on Application.

5s. od. o ,, Allotment.

2s. 6d. o ,, December 31, 1899.
10s. od. o in SubsequentCalls,

at one month’s notice, as may be required.

DIRECT@RS,

George Anderson, 35a Great George-street, West-
minster, S.W.
Samuel Hartmann, 21 Australian Avenue, E.C.

Temporary Office—377 Strand, London, W.C.

Abbreviated Prospectus.

- \V
Charles Watts, 24 Carminia-road, Balham, o.
Robert Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.
G. W. Foote, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Secretary—E. M. Vance (Miss).

fte

Tiie Freethought Publishing Company, Limited, has been formed to acquire and take over the copyrig”™"~th,

weekly newspaper called the Freethinker, together with the stock of books and pamphlets connected t!

and

and the goodwill of the business ; and to continue publishing the said newspaper, and selling the said bo™ ~ich
pamphlets, and issuing fresh publications of a similar character ; and also to engage in any other busines

may be convenient and beneficial to the Company

11 kiiO10

/ The Fall Prospectus has been printed many times in tiic Freethinker, and the contents arc swe

to its readers.]

APPLICATION FORM FOR ORDINARY SHARES.

TO THE DIRECTORS OF THE FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING COMPANY, Limited. n
Gentlemen,—Having paid to the Company’s Secretary the sum of £ ..., . being a
2s. 6d. per Share on application for.........ccccoiviivececnnns Shares of £1 each in the above-named Company, W
you to allot me that number of Shares, and | agree to accept the same or any smaller number t~ pu)*
allotted to me, subject to the Memorandum and Articles of Association, and upon the terms of the 1°
Prospectus ; and | authorise you to place my name on the Register of Members in respect of the Shares s Ky
to me, and | agree to pay the further instalments upon such allotted Shares as the same shall become”™ il
required by the said Prospectus. In the event of my not receiving an allotment, the amount to be return
Name (in full)
Address ...........
Description........ Date.
All Cheques, etc., to be made payable to the Company, and crossed.
NEW & IMPORTANT WORK BY DR. W. W. HARDWICKE. Now Ready.
R J— L
Now ready, cloth, 304 pp., with numerous Illustrations. T H E H O U S E O F De a T I -1
1'rice 5s., post free. etc
THE EVOLUTION OF MAN' Being Funeral Orations, Addresses, .
. By COLONEL INGERSOLL. ofirf-
HIS RELIGIOUS SYSTEMS AND SOCIAL CUSTOMS. Beautifully Printed on Fine Thick Paper and Handso to
. . . . . ) ia]i_Tri’f,uiL_te
An Encyclopaedia of Information Concerning Evolution—The Uni- Contents:—Speech at Walt Whitman'’s BUr& = |('.)\|e

verse and Some of its More Common Phenomena—The Supernatural—
Chosts, Spirits, Gods, Worship, Sorcery, Witchcraft, Heresy—Dancing
and Prayer—liiblical Promises—Fetichism—Totemism—rhallic Wor-
ship—Sacred Prostitution—Theories of Soul and Future Life—The
(lods of the Ancients—The Legend of Creation—Inspired Revelation—
The Christian Scheme of Salvation—The Bible—An Analysis of the
Old and New Testaments—Inspired Contradictions—The First Chris-
tians—Evolution of Christianism —The Teachings of Jesus Not
Original—Fabricated “ Prophecies "—Mliracles—Ancient Pagan Sym-
bols—Fruits of Christianism—Persecution of Freethinkers —An Ethical
Code—Blasphemy and Heresy—Relation of the Sexes, etc., etc.

Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, E.C.

NON-POISONOUS PAINTS.

Resist nil Atmospheric Influences. Samples Free. .
Fisher, 78 Chapel Allerton, Leeds.

London :

GrecvZ

Henry Ward Beecher—Tribute toCourtlandt 1+ in-A*

to Roscoe Conklin—In Memory' of Abraham Ln Qx35d f il
to Elizur Wright—Address at Horace Seaver  _,nIrS

Mary H. Fiske—Tribute to Richard H. Whi ~*
Whiting Knowles—At the Grave of BenjaiTU q °
Tribute to Rev. Alexander Clark—Death ot J ,..|lOlliaS 0
At the Grave of Ebon C. Ingersoll—Death °©  —Jjef .
—Death of Voltaire—At the Tomb of Napol Jj b

the American War—At a Child’s Grave—*
Death—Death of the Aged—If Death Ends

PRICE ONE SHILLING-

Published for the Freethought Publishing Compa'~t_C.
R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, Loncto. ,
o

\published for the Freethougiht Publishing CoME"gC.
by R. Fordkr, 28 Stone gutter-street, Lon



