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War and Humanity.

Nopening this article we take (or make)t h e {JS

expressing what all our readers mus Nis
~namely, a sympathy with Lord Saks u >
mestic bereavement. It is a sad blow to lose a

‘{V’tae_a(tjﬂg?d npleIOVEd wife.  Life > . o the same
unsat-V . ne greatest social and political triumphs
jk an afL~In™ '’ tbe most golden fruitage of success
wle>* |frras*e °f bitterness. Death is the great
ajj ~ makes no difference, when the dear partner
ody rées P8 and SeFrews |ies dead, whether her
fratCosj. 5.uP°n a bed that cost ten shillings or one
isonly th POUnds. Externals are nothing then. It
[’fall; 6Internal that counts. The stroke is the same
Nte t omcumstance of environment disappears
"id Of "gedy > the man himself shivers in the chill
'Vk lirgll i'ord Salisbury, therefore, will feel this
tfnient ~1- P°orest plebeian. And it comes at a
"ula  vlicb is otherwise very trying. Few men
£ W ier's position. He bears a very

Emy £ (el o |
ned t resPons'bility. All his statecraft will
e g Usee us right through this South African
S/titled tItS co“ateral difficulties. Surely, then, he
fst°crat  ° °Ur profoundest sympathy. He is an
ftding. hisa"d sometimes a haughty one; but he is
as“&hts, aS e in b's country’s service, according to
5 persongj n, I™'s 's infinitely better than the pursuit
~Socigi ~fasure, into which so many men of wealth
f. rm theOS'tion are naturally tempted.

I > Gerl Stricken Premier we turn to the gay and
V k0 his an 1'mPeror»who is on a visit, not to us,
Jihtheir grandITiother. The ordinary newspapers,
in 7Cof th  <dr*ighty omniscience, inform the liritish
v ‘he political significance of this visit; but, of
&y Py yr¢ all drawing cheques on the bank of

k ain, i’IhIS_muqh at least may, perhaps, be taken
) the E Cmins here at all, at the present

J. '\ 1% q Mperor shows that he cherishes no
é' O/\ ‘Ondliness, and that the Government of

t° terh'Ch ¥ really the principal thing— is
Hd q’ Ihere peace. if not at amity, wittfus. And,

(i ~NOtany S[L n° reason in the world why England
England has nothing to

J a thgéH’u d quarrel.
K °nthe " of good will with any °f §06 W&
v, “e °ther hand, German) i1a
kan ™ not qur . . .
%uarrelllng with England, if she really
\e * to pursue her policy of coloaial nentpapd®es
S W** aware that some Le m B«

of'th PIREE {thingsn An BYY, fB0RAL:S,

V st«easant fiction amongst e 1° cmSeWes.

esuen smile at it amongs fof that rea
AW |Frsea solutely |rresponsﬂ%es an
ry

little -
orjPin*°n and6 ‘ ‘,ey follow instead of leading

1 .Sty voice;sentiment. They are echoes rather
b &Fwhrain of ¢ S nd in this fact there is at present
"jtpe at they a°ns°lation. Certain publicists remind

No. “hey pal Pleased to call the public opinion of
Int to some German and a great many
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hrenchjournals. Well, if this were really public opinion,
the reminder would be impressive. But is it public
opinion ? The German newspapers pointed at are always
againstEngland which discounts the importance of their
hostility on this occasion. As for the majority of French
journals at present, it is the simple truth that they
are suffering from a bad attack of “ England on the
brain.” Anglophobia is the order of the day in France.
The Nationalist party— the liars, tricksters, and assassins
of the Dreyfus case; the persecutors of the Jews, merely
as Jews ; the conspirators against the Republic and
freedom of thought and speech—have all along had
only one foreign policy, and that is an insane hatred
of England. Well, if these men rail at us with extra
vehemence just now, why should we regard it as par-
ticularly significr nt ? National hatred and envy are not
public opinion. The latter we should always listen
to respectfully; the former we should shruj qur
shoulders at, while taking precautions against any
possible act of madness. On the whole, the Catholics
and Royalists of France are playing a bad game
very badly. They seem bent on picking a quarrel
with England if they can. But if they do they will need
something stronger than the Pope’s prayers to help
them. A war with France would be hateful to all
Liberals, Radicals, Socialists, and Republicans in this
country ; but, if it were forced upon us, it would be
prosecuted with vigor; and, as it would be almost
entirely a naval war, the result would probably be that
at the end of a month or two every French battleship
still afloat would be shut up in harbor. The Paine is
good enough to say that 25,000 Frenchmen, while we
are occupied in South Africa, could invade and conquer
England. Well, for their own sakes, we hope they
will stay at home. Happily, however, the French
government keeps sane and level-headed ; so we may
smile at the ravings of boulevard journalists.

And now we turn to the more especial purpose of
this article.  The war is going on in South Africa, and
of course it is a ghastly business, as war always is.
Guns, rifles, lances, and bayonets are not holiday
articles. They are meant to wound and Kkill. We
pity the poor wounded on our own side, and we pity
still more the widows and fatherless children of the
dead. We also pity the poor wounded Boers, and the
widows and orphans in many a far-off Transvaal farm.
Human feelings are much the same everywhere, and
suffering and grief on all sides call for our compassion.
We hope this war will soon be over ; and, as there can
be but one end to it, we hope that General Buffer will
be swift and thorough, and compass his aim with the
least possible loss of life. When he has succeeded the
political problem begins. That, indeed, is what will
tax the wisdom and sagacity of our statesmen.

Meanwhile it is pleasant to note the amenities that
alleviate the horror of this struggle. No doubt the
threat to shoot British officers at Pretoria if a certain
Boer spy comes to grief at Ladysmith is only a bit of
President Kruger, who is not a savage, could

brag
Indeed, we hope the report

hardly mean it seriously.
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is an invention. On the other hand, the English
(and Scotch and Irish) prisoners seem to be treated
fairly. No fault whatever can be found with our treat-
ment of Boer prisoners, and the wounded Boers in our
hands appear to be treated with tenderness. That they
expected something very different only shows that the
Boers misunderstood us. It is delightful to read how
Tommy Atkins, after a hard day’s fight, and as dry as a
sandheap, gave his drop of water to his wounded enemy ;
and how the stalwart Gordons carried the disabled Boers
to the hospital with sensitive gentleness. One of the best
things we have read for a long time is the following
extract from the letter of a sister-nurse at Ladysmith :—

“We have several wounded Boer patients, and it is
really amusing to see our large-hearted Tommy Atkinses
fraternising with the enemy. A touching little scene
happened yesterday. One of the Gordons had his arm
amputated. A Boer in the next bed had had his arm
taken off in exactly the same place. | took charge of
the latter as he was brought down from the theatre, and
on his becoming conscious the two poor fellows eyed each
other very much, till our good-natured Tommy could
bear it no longer. ‘Sister,” he called, ‘give him two
cigarettes out of my box, and tell him | sent them.
Here is a match ; light one for him.” | took the
cigarettes and the message to the Boer, and he turned
and looked at Tommy in amazement, and then, quite
overcome, he burst into tears, and Tommy did the same,
and | am afraid | was on the point of joining in the
chorus, but time would not permit it.”

Well said and well done, Tommy Atkins ! The tears
you fetch from a wounded enemy’s eyes are better than
all the blood you draw from his veins. It is this spirit
of human fellowship, deep down in men’s hearts, that
gives us the best hope for the future. How much of
the quarrelling and fighting in the world is, after all,
the result of mere misunderstanding ! If we could only
get to know each other more, we should be better
friends. It is mutual intimacy that must lead to the
fraternisation of the peoples.

G. W. Foote.

Blight of Superstition.

In all ages of its existence superstition has proved a
blight upon the noblest instincts and the loftiest aspira-
tions of the human race. It has cramped the growth
of intelligence, filled life with gloom and mistrust,
associated death with groundless terrors, and sub-
stituted phantoms for realities. Thus mental light has
been prevented from illuminating the human mind, from
the cradle to the grave. The province of Secularism is
to destroy as much as possible this nightmare of priestly
dominion, and to replace it with a consciousness of man’s
real power and duty.

The term * superstition” has received many intended
definitions, each explanation of the word being deemed
appropriate to views which were thought absurd and
opposed to the belief of those who furnished the defini-
tion. For instance, orthodox Christians, who repudiate
the notion that the features of their religion are super-
stitious, readily apply the phrase to the views of others
whose faith rests upon the belief in another kind of
supernatural power. We intend, however, to show
that in many respects the tenets of Christianity are the
very essence of superstition, and that they differ only in
degree from the wild fancies indulged in by the so-called
heathen. Superstition has been defined as “ Beliefwith-
out evidence “ Beliefbased on mere sentiment.” Miss
I'lumptre says that superstition is “ the tendency to
embrace a statement with little or no investigation, and,
having embraced it, to endow it with a spurious infalli-
bility.” Dr. Maudsley remarks: “To treat ancient
truths as necessarily modern verities is superstition.” If
the orthodox faith be tested by these definitions, it must
be pronounced as thoroughly superstitious. Perhaps the
following may be taken as the most apt definition of the
popular theological superstition : “ Religious fear which
stands over, as it were, and overwhelms the mind.”
Such fear is common, more or less, to all the popular
supernatural faiths of the world. The feeling of awe
and helplessness produced by the various convulsions o f,
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invisible, mysterious power, and the assumpti'onI]l
extraordinary phenomena are attributable to a s/
natural event. This view is held by many even * ~
present time in the case of thunderstorms, pestl
and epidemics. The amount of superstition prev
in Italy, Spain, and Portugal has been attributed O
frequent and destructive agencies of nature an”
happens that these were the countries in which tl,e
first established their authority, and where the;
retain much of their influence over the gene™ nt
of the people. . it
Taking the popular belief in Christianity, aPar
modern modifications, it is not easy to discern anv ysi
distinction between it and what is generally 1007 risti3*
as superstition. If we take away from the etv
faith the item of fear, and the idea of the elirec il
of a superior power in the events of human «
the movements of general nature, there is P, " fat
nothing remaining of the theology of Christ. »tc
is the more perceptible if we follow the devemP F
Christianity from its inception to the present
sbow the force of this statgment; we need on) f ¢r
belief of the first generation of Christians, tna titf
of the world was then at hand. Notwithstan g
the predicted signs of such an extraordinary ~’\%5
not realised during the lifetime of those t
prediction was made, many Christians still jNs 3/
believe that the “ last day ” is not far off- ai
a Christian superstition, the word has no.ra 1™ je”
ing. What were at first regarded as signS —1®
of..the..world..have.-been repediedly offssvexed”™ ;
the “ end has not yet come.” SgigRtifie obs M
demonstrated that these “signs” were, t- ISQ
of a general dissolution, but simply ma,jﬁ%%ﬁl« LCe
regular operations of nature. This is a pr0O°
and superstition cannot be united. |1 heat! A1 wtin
Let us take the central and universal 37" 44
of sacrifice. How such a cruel, undus: nottdﬂgjqi_
doctrine became so universally believed '
minds obvious, when it is seen what -nie ; N
practice connotes. It is difficult f8 WC% pfs y

necessary relation between the guilt ot . jiss™r
with the suffering of another where no per-
tions have occurred. Vet punishing the s>t

the guilty is regarded as a divine comWan ‘ puh”iol
excusing of the guilty and the inflicting °

d mi the i t j WO, U e<
and misery upon the innocent are uw&?\}’tne. .wtil—lﬁ'

of the dictates of common sense. ConivA V(S
together, can constitute divine justice”caj™ pre*é//‘f\ 1

stood by those who accept superstition  hUTa%rtd
acting upon the principle of the sense ht! fh
But this heathen doctrine is found to re|jg.io® .
factor in what are held to be supeno said ™ jJrb
innocent lamb of the OIld Testament

atoned for the sins of Israel, while”the thc’\(,ﬁ{'ﬂs
Testament is supposed to have taken * o ., il
the world. But if such were the O (fis .jj¢PL
coming on earth, he decidedly™ in ChiSLy hjj
inasmuch as there are more *“sins te AN
to-day than ever. This may be um°r , WT

is it not a “godsend” for the cle~gf™ take'
they do for a living if all sins hat gone’ :gcc. K

Truly their occupation would have of s nce™N'J,
the Old and New Testament teac b difietesg,c$c
idea of innocence is presented, the j o .

that in the one case a lower am Le\oveZ. ted

R et
while in the other God gave hIZlrinW &Kr

executed amidst the exultations
We hardly know which is the tnore

that so many persons indivi it np
stition, or that any sdf§ 'Mdivi g itnf
nineteenth century, attempt to m\P aOdo' _
The much-talked-of purity, simphe* y> the s
of Christianity amount simply a satif™ Of v ,gg
of a man for a lamb or goat as crifice u(eo "\n
According to modern ideas, t1., red et i
instead of the beast would be conS ce, -is sjjoyttwW
but, in either case, the beliefms . -o> hell?2X:Crl "
the Rihle, is a gmowelling Sueet~"f Suchs> j V
be overlooked that the prewalence~"t wroof"
infancy of the human race 5 frore tor

the Christian theory’, that man w ,.nts af€ StV
the morning of time than his descent® gupe”™p

Christians indulge in a very. ™ o( &

SLICHA il

-1

nature has caused the belief in the interference of some 1reference to the supposed termm*
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airs. They believe that the earth is to be consumed
X .r®as it is said it was once destroyed by water.
. f~jans also suppose that the eye of an angry god is
(At ™ every action of his children, and™ taking note
heir every word ; that behind them is the fallen
u?mewho was the cause of all their misery ; and that

fewPof *ubm are Pelna’\ res 'ied> “rom WNICL "ut
DO+ y can ever escape. |t is difficult

nﬂiqn fami

_say AMO | oilis the more enviable position the
hitorsy chiid Of nature gr the FGAEFA christian,
“sto™ « ' cul.ure @nd semi-civilisation should make
MarkedW Ot .his rn'nd the more acute. It has been
farf)t> 1llat> men could not have superstition in one
V. an2 "-Quid sequre it Jg ARpRhELm JHIR ekl
f ' 8aPpear to be the hslstory ot the am él' . a reigned

fiance has prevailfd and Prien state of
>eme. Instances of this unfortunate . mans

"dmay be seen in the substitution < <aints for less
JLhated idols and the inc r%oratioq‘ 0
nies Im- € — ... 0 agan r®
n >nto the Christian Churches. rhe WO/SI'Ri
(M \IrSin Mary, or the observance of Lady-d<y
fc ch ab), took the place of the day dedicated m
%{)Atlmes_.to Cybele, the maother °/ *heifart Aires
rmation some of the beliefs of th 4 .
][A ‘eft ia tt}}e hapds of the.Catholic Church for the
Wl trgﬁt the 1™ .
Pre°testants were content with less
">ber Of ewer miracles and legends. They reduced the
h' their oer"monies’ and d!d less fasting and penance
. fred int — »uui onnouox rrotesiams never
B guDer°t- « doniain of Rationalism. They modified
early * dIO,Is>but they did not part with them. In
eii | Portion of the present century Sweden
A Painann'»*tor'a* iaws as cruel and unjust as those
Sf-atholi-i- ortugal, and Scotland was as superstitious
.“tenacity rance- A still more striking illustration of
Miens | 1 " 'th which some people cling to old super-
, Obeca Urillshed in the history of the Abyssinians,
° viitetie fAinahy Christians centuries ago.  Kraft,
diedhp witk .m in i83% says their Christianity was
if 'Vesan 'Judaism, Mohammedanism, and idolatry,
j.""fettered fuS ° P r'tes and superstitions. The fact is,
J* despiSe, 10l,ght is ignored and the habit of reason-
Sperstitinn ’ n°thing remains but a tendency to vague
"\aget ‘ul Sp Whrettppr it be ameng the unclothed
; if eve-f *le r°bed saints of Palestine. ,
I "lust uSuPerstition is to be banished from the earth,
. by a general recognition of the invariable
\){\\;I:.rig?%?vqg\egaiwhlcu is one of the most important
" the fer)” sc'ence. When this truth is fully
U%(f]e °fange],, 00 *fh suppositions about the inter-
Viter Be narvelldﬁsds’ or devils will disappear, That
R and extraordinary will then no
N t, , feared. . ;
s » - he Ovestip w'ii he investigated. And the
foADthe nh-'ton is extended and its results made
AmMing inacr,SSeS’ 14e *ess likelihood there will be
matter'rate conch'sions about the laws of

V |,blieht,’a"d suPerst't'on will proportionately
happiness and thwart the progress of

Charles W atts

(°Ser Ba i
c’°n and the Awakening of
Europe.
a first ( Concluded from page JJO.)
Bligesita °f ten ImPnsonment endured until 1267
IG sby . enem-e”rs’. During his confinement the

CV A'-tue ofesdndirectly led to the writing of the
L"tica] "e ears y'ch hestill lives. Reportshaving
Va~aui®~Ure Or°p °Pe Urban 1V. concerning the
C c°nwl0s> G,,; ,,acon’s work and writings, one of
s c°di y.Ijoned t 11dc9d*> afterwards Clement V.,
VArt-r favor-iili"UfUre 'nt0 ' 1° matter.* Whether

solA 1 Sevp .? to .fhe poor imprisoned scholar,
CIC'6 cOn- damscA i.'Vriters are °f that opinion, but

Wj eHsktecture.” dismisses such an opinion as a
N his "Herfe™ 'Whatever be the true motive of

Action .nC°n il ‘s certain that, immediately

kP . . As ope, he commanded Bacon to
iNhAtinAs (vi fih
" ofrual e of the
SkigayfBactATad TL 7 Slish Peoplet, o pope

* Urbani'hap'ain*_ The chaplain was Clement

n 'at’ capacity.
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supply him with a “ fair copy ” of all his writings. The
issuing of such an order was easier than its execution.
The bare materials required would cost about ¢60.
The Pope had sent nothing, and Bacon was penniless!
From people in position he could get nothing. The
Franciscans were too powerful to be crossed. *“ How
often,” he laments, “ was | looked upon as a shameless
beggar ! how often was | repulsed ! Distressed above
all that can be imagined, I compelled my friends, even
those who were in necessitous circumstances, to con-
tribute what they had, to raise money at interest, to
sell much of their property, to pawn the rest.” It was
by such struggles as these that Bacon was able to
comply with the Pope’s demand, and in the extra-
ordinarily short time of about eighteen months he wrote
those treatises, the Opus Majus, Opus Minus, and Opus
Tertvum, which mark him as the first Englishman to
point out the proper course for a scientific study of
nature.

These three essays are, as Green says, wonderful
alike in plan and detail. With many of the scientific
idiosyncrasies of his age Bacon had not quite parted
company. He accepts alchemy and astrology, and even
lappears to have speculated on the discovery of the
Philosopher’s Stone and the elixir of life. But in
nearly all other respects he belongs to the seventeenth
century rather than to the thirteenth. At a time when
the introduction of mathematics into physics was being
protested against by Albertus Magnus, the “ Ape of
Aristotle,” Bacon wrote : “ Physicists ought to know
that their science is powerless unless they apply to it
the power of mathematics, without which observation
languishes, and is incapable of certitude.” And, again,
he complains that the neglect of this instrument of
research has paralysed all efforts : “ For he who knows
not mathematics cannot know any other science ; and,
what is more, he cannot discover his own ignorance, or
find its proper remedies.” While Thomas Aquinas and
his school were spinning metaphysical subtleties, and dis-
cussing questions that fully realised the child’s defini-
tion of a parable as “ A heavenly story with no earthly
meaning,” Bacon was striving to introduce a new method
into philosophy, insisting upon the uselessness of specu-
lation unless brought into line with experience, warning
his contemporaries that “ The shortness of life requires
that we should choose for our study the most useful
objects, and exhibit knowledge with all clearness and
certitude.” At a time when to question the authority
of the Church meant imprisonment or death, he could
declare that “ Authority is valueless unless its warranty
is shown ; it does not explain, it only forces us to
believe. And, as far as reason is concerned, we cannot
distinguish between sophism and proof unless we verify
the conclusion by experience and practice.”

A theoretical musician, geometrician, and geographer,
Bacon stumbled upon many truths, the full value ofwhich
was not seen till centuries later. Whether he discovered
gunpowder as the result of his own researches, or simply
gained a knowledge of its manufacture from the Moham-
medans, is uncertain, but his writings show him to have
been acquainted with it. He also describes a substance
(phosphorus) that “ glows in the dark like a full moon.”
He suggested the possibility of reaching the Indies by
sailing to the west— a suggestion which reaches Columbus
through the medium of a Spanish writer, Pedro de
Alliaco. He suggested a reform of the calendar that
was not carried out until 1582. If he did not construct
a telescope, he at least laid down the lines on which
one might be built, 200 years before Galileo. It is after
having dealt with the laws of light, and corrected many
of the erroneous opinions then current, that he finishes
by saying: “ It is easy to conclude from the rules
established above that the largest things can appear
very small and vice versa, that very distant objects can
appear very near and vice versa, for we can cut glasses
in such sort and dispose them in such a manner in rela-
tion to our sight and external objects that the rays are
broken and refracted in the direction which we wish.
So that we shall see an object near or remote, under
whatever angle we wish, and thus at the most incredible
distance read the most minute letters or count the grains
of sand. In this way we may also make the sun, the
moon, and the stars descend by bringing their figures

nearer the earth.”
Bacon is never tired of pointing out that withal he is
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only at the beginning of the possibilities of science.
“ Nothing in human inventions is final and perfect,” he
says, quoting Seneca approvingly. “ The most recent
ages are always the most enlightened therefore, “ Let
not man boast or extol his knowledge. What he knows
is little to what he takes on credit, less to that of which
he is ignorant. He is mad who thinks highly of his
wisdom ; most mad who vaunts it as a wonder.” Yet
he predicts great things from the advance of scientific
knowledge, and looks forward to a time when “ There
shall be rowing without oars and sailing without sails ;
carriages which shall roll along with unimagined speed
with no cattle to drag them ; instruments to fly with,
with which a man shall, by a spring, move artificial
wings, beating the air like the wings of birds ; a little
mechanism three fingers long, which shall raise or lower
enormous weights ; a machine to enable a man to walk
on the bottom of the sea and over the surface of waves
without danger, and bridges over rivers which shall
rest neither on piles nor columns.” So dreams the
imprisoned monk in his cell—a dream based upon the
possession of much knowledge, much insight into the
nature of things ; a dream that after ages saw partly
realised in fact.

A study of Roger Bacon irresistibly suggests his
Elizabethan namesake, Francis Bacon ; and the sug-
gestion is accentuated by the close likeness of much of
their writings, although the comparison is not always
favorable to the later of the two. What Roger lacked
in epigrammatical force he more than atoned for by the
greater inventiveness of his mind and the greater
originality of his genius. One can hardly imagine
Roger Bacon in the place of Francis rejecting the
Copernican astronomy, or looking with disfavor upon
the use of instruments or mathematics in science. But
in actual teaching the monk often antedates his name-
sake. Francis Bacon’s “ four species of idols which
beset the human mind” are anticipated by Roger with
four stumbling blocks to truth—the influence of
authority, of custom, of undisciplined senses, and of
the concealment of ignorance by a pretence of wisdom.
Francis’'s epigram, “ The old age is the youth of the
world,” is forestalled by Roger with, “ No doubt the
ancients are worthy of all respect and gratitude for
having opened the way to us. But, after all, the
ancients were men, and have often been mistaken;
indeed, they have committed all the more errors just
because they are ancients, for in matters of learning the
youngest are in reality the oldest.” A good lengthy
list of parallelisms between the two has been compiled
by Forster in his Mohammedanism Unveiled, where he
charges Francis with having borrowed largely from his
predecessor. Hallam says the resemblance between the
two is “ most remarkable”; and Lewes declares that,
“ had there been on external grounds the shadow of a
probability, there would have been on internal grounds
the strongest evidence of Francis Bacon’s plagiarism.”
I think one may reasonably assume some connection
between the two writers. Roger Bacon’s works,
although not printed, circulated in MS., and there is
nothing new in one writer borrowing from another
without confessing his obligation.

To return to the man. Whether Clement interfered
to cut short Bacon’s imprisonment is unknown, but he
was released in 1267. For ten years Bacon managed to
elude his enemies. But the Franciscans were good haters,
and had long memories. In 1278 Jerome of Ascoli,
tieneral of the Order, held a chapter at Paris for the pur-
pose of considering the various heresies that were
troubling theChurch. Bacon was cited to appear on the
general charge of holding and teaching suspected doc-
trines. Once more he passed into a long imprisonment,
the precise duration of which is unknown. He was at
liberty fourteen years afterwards, 1292, and engaged in
a great work, interrupted by death, and of which there
remained only fragments. He died, most probably, in
1294, and was buried in the Grey Friars Church,
Oxford.

Ilie Church buried both the man and his writings.
For centuries his writings were only known to a learned
few in the form of manuscripts. To the mass of the
people his name lingered on in popular legends as an
old-time wonder-worker— half real, half mythical. It
was not until nearly 450 years after his death that his
Opus Majtts was translated into English by Dr. Samuel
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Jebb; not for a hundred years later (1859)
Opus Minus appear in an English dress. > AS
In the whole history of Christianity there is.n° r§
more disgraceful than its treatment of this thin
century scholar. One-fourth of his life spent inP
prohibited by his Order from writing under pen
“ many days’ fasting on bread and water, = his
ments seized, manuscripts destroyed— no ”t?”mﬁr
worked under more discouraging conditions | itis1
We can well understand his plaintive cry, that - R
account of the ignorance of those with whom
had to deal that | have not been able to acCoailidf
more.” After forty years of labor and s ,

beggared by his studies, Bacon found himself a

forgotten, buried,” and died with the trou ~ni®
lament, “ | repent that | have given myseh "rRd
trouble for the good of mankind.” The name of

Bacon should bring a blush to the face ~p
Christian, and serve as a new inspiration to tn

every Freethinker. "+l
One is led to think of what might have ~ fiJ

dream of what the world might now have k&en

the Church smoothed the way for the struggh”h”gjii;.
instead of weighting his limbs with chains McjMlist”
his mind with care. Tp what height of "OftteK
might the race have climbed had the centunes™ $1#
expended in fighting an ignorant and tyrann I
been devoted to the acquisition of light-spre
giving knowledge ! The Church pursued ~
policy. It strove to crush knowledge with

to check civilisation by the murder of those n
to promote its growth. Happily, it met wi )ins .
success. It did crush many ; it embittered ~ vad0*
many more. Withal, the tide of C|V|I|sat|oré {lﬂ<\\i
knowledge grew “ from more to more, a‘ ney
freer knowledge has enabled us to rescue dld ~
Roger Bacon from the neglect of cen I ther?
obloquy of the Church, and place it first q9
those who strove to bring about the da ™ qO\

day.

The Prince of Peace-
e Feeee Hainell

A oxce-celebrateo theatrical manager exp
ofhis financtl reverses by dectaring rhat.jiis 8¢,
spelt Bankruptcy. He was right as a “gt
fated Shakespearean revivals had g°r" jiave *. gfijl
regard to many others that preceded, O upoaNiwL'
them. His was but a limited expenen
bdse il gedkiditatiol ; ouwi Wwhen jigION
dedldqaliofi, assert that Einrisiianity spe Ar eYpethe veit

ilF

we have over eighteen hundred yea,i\ fro&nﬁ v
point to, with the additional fact 1 ~Of jec *jl
nature of things, there is no p« sj s )
in the future. And we do assert 1 ac
Christendom, the whole theory/ and P re
Christian faith, since its foundation regf3 g

and every reasonable presumpti®n
future, afford abundant justification ~ ™ t® P ~

Christianity spells Inconsistency, -l t
if no other, must stand condemn® . ,jan teayestYii
How else could it be when Cirl- Ne",.1 thc.gi,
basis of Christianity as found ~gnt 1,3
and, to a large extent, by en . ~sel™f the
Testament—are inconsistent m ,.olllldef 1 fgadid,iil
moreover, the character of the fifimuOusS afl
is remarkable chiefly for its ,u, rgly 1U|jGble' ™
intelligible enough, perhaps, m;l'1 . jneSP (
gator of a new gospel, buta b s o ‘o
authoritative utterances and in 1 sage< ei"
is said to have brought a Divine N b

presented a perfect example- oUt t'13 aloviM[\

The fact has often been P°'nt™ etneekf > f V
the Gospels two Christs- one ive, a1y &0d S(gi'l
other haughty, arrogant, vitup . g lov™ O ,, h
10ne is the Prince of Peace preachmg”~”

to all men, the other breathin»' ctantly> Afrft
sword, ,of unwittingly or
recognition of the fact, ttnrj « pm col" as™jidl .

e bu

N

“Think not,” he said, that
earth ; | came ~ to sen«”™

I am come to set a m?rcf ‘he7m 0ther»’75d 3

and the daughter against la\w.

in-law against her mother-
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4l be
Theo!!™ -°P*'s own household ” (Matthew x. 34-36). moment for decision arrives. Then, if so minded, he

e D hnstian household—in which must be included (;p05 yp arms, Gospel or no Gospel, and saddles all
iristtu noers>as well as their lovirrg brethren in e responsibility on the Almighty, who—the spring
. Irist>the pious Britishers— are at the present moment being touched— begins, automaton-like, to * move in
"Sa?ed, tooth and nail, in fulfilling the prediction of . . ' ! .
? great Head of their Church. With bombardments, \r/]vlisthoxvnnermzztgggujng?g(’)ma;bclletv(\)/isvtngm ,,OUt his plans
bep 5" s°rties, sharp_-shootm_g, ’ splend!d " cavalry ant Taking the history of Christendom from its earliest
_ _charges—with lyddite, dynamite, and all the gta9e5 down to the present week, it cannot be said that
in, ructve engines ar)q agencies of_war— they are al'!'ord- the world has much profited by the appearance of the
O ‘e atest exemplification of this Gospel, which is @ prince of peace on our sublunary sphere. s it likely
S°spel of peace and war, goodwilland the sword , hat things would have been any worse if he had stayed
Pv Is simultaneously to bind all men in the bonds 0 5,3y 9 One thing is certain—there would have been
Sf\ anq_to involve them in internecine g:onfhct. 1he " ho Christian inconsistency, hypocrisy, and cant, and
anG riice of Peace, who came ot Lo RIiRG PEAE; BUt that would have been something to be thankful for.
Qfd F"&s confusion worse confounded F rancis Neale
Tip1lhey who take the sword shall perish by the sword- ’
esame Prince of Peace, who enjoins non-
affords an example of how it is to he»doneby

Oty into a towering rage and upsetting an Notes bv the Wayv.
3dc°t the Temple the money-changers and ~ y y
doves,” denoim”,~~ ** 1 . . . . L
denouncing, in his meek aadjEtWujer | have just concluded a fortnight's provincial tour,
dp N tradesmen as  thieves. IN° f ;s following having in that time visited Glasgow, Renfrew, Airdree,
Motherwell, Carluke, Aberdeen, Dundee, and Liverpool.

tei y. believes that at this momen out Of his

P "Ivine example by endeavorin@ to I found that the “ God ” Mars was in evidence against

..... me the whole time, for the war in the Transvaal seemed

anfhosp ,r!?derf~worse intruders and greater thieves to be the principal topic engaging public attention
libbers rath ~ G ~emPle>inasmuch as they are money- wherever | went. People, as a rule, did not appear to

ed °f dove.- an money-chan£ers, and sell diamonds take a dispassionate view of the situation ; they were
either excited by a high state of war fever, or their

bas Prince of Peace (with a sword in his judgments were impaired by an undue passion for peace
under any circumstances. As the war is the question

fhine HCh lo answer for, if he only knew, The
of the hour, and as my view of it has been repeatedly

afi™Nipated fi{at §an be said feF Rim is that he never
asked, | may here note that | do not think the present

dplrs °f tr>?  ect of his teachings on the temporal
afterVis death-that he is an opportune time to discuss the justice or other-

i%%’\ci%s, Ut|<j t religious wars, crusades, Wwise of the present conflict with the Boers. There is
“% - -»« persecutions S otuldbe pros=»"tei no doubt in my mind that the action, or non-action, of

,"ame- blotting the pages of history with b 000~ our Government contributed in a great measure to the
Nece C never knew how ineffective his P 0 outbreak ; but the real causes of the war extend farther
1?131“' Youkl prove when Bis follow o\ ere incited, as back than the present administration. However, the
\ feligjini, ,ine»to sanguinary strife by other causes point with me just now is that Kruger declared war upon

'V%ﬁ'\b d fanaticism or pious hate. He thought us,and therebyplacedthousandsof British lives in danger,
Uka. ate J|Sp;"?s sPeedily coming to an end, and his A defensive policy was therefore forced upon us, and, in
beMdM hijj shared that belief. The sword that My opinion, itis our duty to render all the aid we can to

our soldiers in the Transvaal, and to do what is possible

dill t "ed in tI?"r** 'n bellicose moments, was only to ! ) /
fiis® e*st.  p?.. ., f sPace of time that the world had to alleviate the sorrows of their relatives at home.
Tle ossibly, he merely anticipated domestic When the strife is over, and the passion of the hour has

bet])|’

¢Po,but r ~OEtune is that at this tay, and with passed, every effort should be made to prevent the
, It « ' the most unsatisfactory traditions to g recurrence of a war which, whoever is to blame, is a

oK i A8, difficult to determine what he did mean# fearful calamity and a disgrace to our boasted civilisa-

Lo B IX' as

H. O 7—as | Was Gﬂ'e_n been said there ou™ht tion. It is a terrible indictment of the influence of the
< alleged “ Prince of Peace” that two Christian peoples

o ©eprend Coming of Christ, jf only to enable

ra@&{gﬁ%'ﬁe}’g%ﬁﬁ%g heant when!heu'r\zvés supposed should be engaged in brutal warfare, making widows
re before, and orphans, and rendering thousands of homes the
< B¢ m‘éﬁﬁw be an opportune time for him to ab0(_jes of the direst miseljy and_ desolatio_n. Perhaps
g ul War . nly Ol a % ‘ng visit—just to stop Christ was not far wrong in saying: “ Think not that
‘oor ' an put things to rights for a million | am come to send peace on earth ;1 came not to send

AAE( pd= S0 or at any rate, fox such time as may peace,_butasword." .
\ge I'at ig)JQ reappearance in State with the celestial During my forty years of propagatidism 1 never
LU > indicn,annOUnce Ibe great Assize. But, alas, experienced such a continuation of tempestuous weather
.o r’n oanm® '°n b's intention to turn-up or drop &S existed during my recent fortnight’s tour. The rain
j% rs°* Peace Way intervene. Though an almighty Whlc_h poured in torrents, and the Wl_nd which b_IeW
hurricanes, very much affected my audiences, particu-

rea, r,d centlrl]ries
the

s With no obli(gation to consult tre]arly ¢ A ned! rct
. OnF;]tM to %t 1b dl i larly in the outlying districts of Scotland. Still, in
driels < °ne 0 ¢ war . proceed. s Glasgow, Dundee, and Aberdeen the evening gatherings

(?ESR&BL f(l;5|btl)/valle:sterl(j)/’ |nacr':|V|ty, 'mt Eplteh_of aIII were large and very enthusiastic. 111 fact, it would be
ulv-Aspect,valter ad we have mistaken nis réal 5 nqst impossible to have had a warmer reception than

fey jus, . Peace and war. His teachings are - ;
it def°re the JIS th f f th that which was afforded me at all my meetings. The
ISS > tre o(:‘ ,Alrvere N Férayers of many 0 € Glasgow Branch of the N. S. S. deserves all praise for

I E8MMenees. ft.oredicted the excellent propagandist work it is doing, not only in

Tp'se_s? a far_ A agg@g?ia@asn%eaﬁ%fﬁipr‘tagﬂcmkmn Glasgow, but also in the small surrounding places.
SpioP lo wi,.,. .83 YVer= ¥ Our movement is making rapid progress in Scotland.
is the r— --—--c— ,,nnev (t0 die During my stay in Aberdeen and Dundee two additional

B tak hhav;}ng paldH his eIecStStO bea; branches of the N. S. S. were formed, and every indica-
rtake his choice. ?mfj €59€Nce Ol tion  was given that they would be successful. |

teP c-bellpyejdr@iritafty AGHpbeadt War under endeavored to impress upon our friends in each place
VIW Manoes: that those who engage in it incur that the veterans in the Cause should continue to
. pergq _ co-operate with the young, blood. The union of the

;]/ a‘lC<Plft'|y they V\:/l-ill h%ben}gr?éycel’grrmezl?f%%dheedresfeti@[;' two is necessary to perpetuate the useful work now
N 1O as ey may for the shedding of blooé being done by the various branches throughout the
o bi’_e‘/\"jde'i by the Son of God. Or lie may country. It was encouraging to see so many young men
an -at, Pol(iave tlat peace at any price is not the J0ining our ranks, and to notice the large number of the
. ey ’-tt'hat war is gefansipla, however wives and daughters of the members who attended
oM'th P cgrftaé ovents and utia artain con. the meetings. The sale of Freethought literature is
increasing at all our gatherings, and the highest

vith t?'s UB?/Sn todegieregef/?/[]rgr:net%e"::r?%irclglt approval is given of the two organisations recently



75«

formed in London by the President of the N. S. S. for
the purpose of extending the usefulness of Secular work.
The one great want felt is music at our meetings, and
personally 1 should feel delighted to see the want
supplied. The Secular Society, Limited, when it
acquires a few more legacies and bequests, will
probably consider this important question, with a view
of seeing what can be done in the matter.

I ask our friends throughout the country to avail
themselves of the present activity in our movement.
With the advent of the New Year, strenuous efforts in
the field of propagandism should be made. There is
plenty of room for more destructive and constructive
work to be done ; there are hosts of willing workers
ready to do it; and it is to be hoped that ample means
will be forthcoming to enable such a desirable object to
be accomplished. Charles W atts.

The Absent-Minded Beggar.

( With pious apologies to Rudyard Kipling.)

W hen you've shouted “ Rule Britannia " when you’ve sung.
“ Gawd save the Queen "—

When you’ve finished making faces with your mouth—

Will you kindly pray to God that He will make it “ all serene ”
For the fifty thousand slashers ordered South ?

He’s an absent-minded beggar—always been so, up to date—
But all of you must take Him as you find Him ;

He has sworn to answer pray’r, but He’s forgotten to of late—
So you'd better shout and “ holler ” to remind Him.

.Chorus.—Duke’s son, cook’s son, son of a girl that
“ spins "—
Punctured by the bullets from the guns
of Mr. K.!
Britons are doing their Maker’s work—
their Maker should thicken theirskins.
Down atonceonyour “shivery-shakes,”
and pray, pray, pray !

There are boys from England, boys from Wales, and boys
from lIreland too,
And some boys that don’t wear “ togs,” and never did ;
There l%re single boys, and married boys gone out to fight old
< Kru”
And there’s many a one, alas ! that’s but a kid.
They've a Father up in Heaven, but it's miles from where
they’ve gone,
And an absent-minded beggar they will find Him :
It was He that planned the war, but He'll forget the war ison
If you do not shout and “ holler ” to remind Him.

Chorus.—Cook’s son, Duke’s son, son of a bloated
Earl
(Fifty thousand British slashers gone to
Table Bay !);
Each and all of you now, for the sake of
the Son of the Carpenter’s girl,
Kneel and bow till your backbones ache,
and pray, pray, pray !

There arﬁ parsons here in thousands—thick as beetles, so to
speak—
And they ought to go to Africa to spout.
They're Ifngaged on “active service” only once or twice a
week,
So the order ought to be “ send 'em out.”
He’s an absent-minded beggar is the Father of us all,
So the parsons ought to be there to remind Him
That Tommy'’s skin’s not thick enough to stop each rille ball
From the right and left, in front of, and behind him !

Chorus.— Duke’s son, Cook’s son, son of the Lord
No-Zoom
(Fifty thousand British slashers gone to
Table Bay !);
Hardly a blessed parson there to guard
'em from Mr. O0111;
Down at once on your “shiveryshakes,”
and pray, pray, pray !

Let us manage to get round the Lord and “ kid ” Him to His
ace,
And tell Him that we’d very much prefer
That He backed the British Empire and consigned old Kruger’s
race
To the clime that’s always torrid as it were.
He’s an absent-minded begt};}ar, and He may forget it all,
So you’d better keep on shouting to remind Him
That “Codlin” is His friend, not “ Short,” and say “ God
damn old Paul,

And the troops he’s got in front of and behind him.”

THE FREETHINKER.

Novemjjek 26, i«

Chorus.—Cook’s son, Duke’s son, son of a milfi°ri

aire
(Fifty thousand British slashers goneto
Table Bay!); ..
All of 'em doing their Maker’s work With
maxim guns and prayer ;
They've plenty of guns, but down dj
your knees, and pray, pray, Praf '

Ess JAV B*

Acid Drops.

L
The end of the world did not happen on November Ol

few silly people, like the wide-mouthed dupes of |, dfic<
Baxter, were frightened a little by the predictionr;do 1 (8]
people kept calm, and went about their business Jindpil g
as usual. Here in England the Leonids did not

much as a decent show. The fog came and hidf a
indeed, a wag said it was thick enough to hide the <
world if it happened.

Over in Russia, however, where the people &€ N
more superstitious, hundreds of thousands spent fréen"
in the open air, in spite of the intense cold. They g
that the Leonids meant the end of the world, orat  Jilatf
terrible calamities such as universal earthquake ' frdf

parents actually killed their children to save j
perishing in the catastrophe. Even in the city O nsfof
according to the Daily News correspondent, a ete
children had to be taken from him by force to
lives. |
Such are the beautiful and beneficent eneciay. - .
Ay, some will say, but superstition is not religlOl.jon. L
it was. Superstition is only religion out of lafec3y’
superstition of to-day was the religion of yeS 1Qu
religion of to-day will be the superstition of to-1L

The Second Adventists in America—and
numerous body—have often expected the &y S gWW
and the second coming of Christ. A few ye®1* ‘A5co”e
got their white ascension robes ready. Christ
that night, and they expected to float up to nl"cSsible =\/
enterprising elder, meaning to gain the best P™ ttfe' pd8
climbed up a tree, and when the clock stru  efiten
jumped. There was no Christ that night, but
ing elder was carried home with a broken leg- N fild
One fatal result has followed the recent scar®@? r™ goil
of the world. An elderly lady, a Ham» L]
Nice, died of fright on the 13th inst., in spd_
of four doctors. She was convinced

end of the world would take place on that — utpos-y
indeed, the end of the world fo‘? her. It SHE R niig i
her soul in patience till the next morning. t)Cs#
corrected her belief and lived till, in due tun .
round again. m
) =ntth:~"A
paper6 ‘SN '«ible for the statement o
Jfthe’j,. 1C' Prefessed a profound belief in Hi. dj jpb
1st of wvnU r°f the¢ or,d by Biela’s
following t,.e Among
passindsglay, thi fLeueen goks to Bristol. Nt Q
paper.”Ut 1 Would Puzz,e the Globe to find
pr. mxof' fj tf
Ingersoll was once libelled by & Kev. g Vitus 504 )
we believe, in relation 1o the gréat orgss conditd

sinlessncssof suicide under certain P&V 01 who Wtela i

we wonder if it is the same Rev. Mr.  \:ng thc .pot}.jjd
the religious world in America by advo is ™

tion of habitual criminals. Tins . T Metho’4f hatrtt
have said to the Ghantamgua Circle » noy

to humanity demands that in order to hhPr iut
source of crime the individual must <« *rjglit

Lif? \yould be g grievous error. It jegise at \j
riminals should be kept in comygzant 1 . too"j™Ml

of their fellows, whom they can only 1L;.u

form these confirmed criminals.® *he bune.. . »
hanging too violent, electrocution tot, rcy-tr

NZo0

by chloroform there is no pain, notim h li»>9
This is not very accurate Psycholug>orCis-gel. 0

the death sentence is having 0 die- Airs & si

difference,_as far as suffering is conce IS

of execution and another.” The tr seelli - jd, ..
executed at all, and chloroform doesn sWyfi"VliijL, S
However, if the Rev. Mr. Dixon s Ormer' L1/

on, we hope lie will be made Cm  rCyrnafl
United States, It isa postwhich a

great (da/. )
had a very high 0!]1n'nlh18f &!ﬁw

We
Nor, apparently.

Irish papers.
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t.Wd the members of the Dublin Trinity College llieo-
Scal Society, the other day, that there were in Dublin

IMiT’les quite as good sermons preached as there were
1 articles written in the papers. This is really play-

J5the Dublin press down very low. If the leaders are no
«ter than the sermons, there ought to be immediately some
P g changes on the staffs.

o0” e Bishop of Derry further assured the good young men
tan-'ty College that “ the inlluence of religion is not
bt ' this bold assertion is quite contrary to the ac,
can"?patter. There is a plucky ring about it that one
reyrl~ut.admire. Never say die, my good young inends ,
vewéasj[,]élé(s E)hat you are being beaten until you come to \our

Rri/Mw °f rendering unto the Great Central Railway Com-
rtL Ut"’hwh belonged to them—namely, a third-class ticket
C i T Ilvalent fare— Mr. Samuel Harley Redfcrn, who had
ticket?,0" the line to Marylebone, offered to read to the
safe:c?llect°r Psalm xxiii. This not being regarded as
HomWery’ Mr- Redfern has been bailed before the Mary-
fer 1 Stipendiary, who has remanded him. He has no
"ould?'evi.r- though cast_into prison, for, lie says, Go
for. sec him righted.” That is more than God has done
teef & many other persons, but we must not prejudge

teetl™*’ A i it i disillusjonisi i
Tl o e way, it is rainer disilusioring fogfh

«the’Y n'°uld the poor people, who uiuk tlI''¥rosc(:uted in
‘his ri° ks’ future by means of palmiﬁtr?/, . Of clerics
a~hnstian land?” Are there not ~*holc anm”~o”

by ine?1SterS enkuged in doingM)retty niuc
Yok ans ,etlually reliable ? rs. Mary Claire at

Eﬁg;%n&%@&r?iﬁm f& fortune-tclhngj__j}( ( anv

le magistrates did not see any
ifitisnT In ~US "’Needling of half-crowns. Nor is

lim Wands of an ol,encc for sky-pilots to wheedle hundreds
nas to the hereaftdS by Pretend!nK ,,iat they haveinforma-

Ledger

l,ﬁ%sn,:r?’\fimnan, honorary translator of the Yiddish
figllilnS UnderS?nary to 110 Jews .in London, has  been
"IN 1 :adspices of the British Israel Association.
r,- <«ec by, 0, Jubt God, working i his awn mysterious
"~°pinat; InK'ng home to the minds of the Jews, by the

HicGREDMY reirial, and liberation of I’%l , the crime
i m'tted in condemning ourlior ’j

&' 1geall
Bi€ W&l vhat can besaid of such a hideous sugges-

AR IS " BEr e o TR
il S‘Uy Rend as well as a fool.

t V dePoseri™ ~*Hkham, Baptist minister,. of C
e ekeglifth 10 17 KPund' that RerrecoRIsEs %%{%Fﬁ%ﬁé
igeltho tion does = AsarfPturcs>and that his doctrine 1 body
~ UvM~Porcal ,.i° afi’'rm the identity of the risen
diett n°t so v, Ulllen's committed to the tomb.”
‘aoldl °f I1,,ery] nany centuries .ago, and within the
lit, jaHve. Mothér Church, he would have been
1k‘nfirdnn,inVever=>ile doesn’t know what is waiting
n i’ come.

'indiOrty inak been fined for the insanitary ség.le?] OJNP(::
.. o annf!horedit\;:@ ﬁ!o had already
0, e =
(S S A eI Sirett RS e (o
» fN t” VenasCv'"an ol G°d—the Rev. W. Earle, wl
to, be fiuito 1aven-buildings, Newcastle-street, Strand
Stshis "fi°ral anfi® suPerior a person to answer the call
too pnts, wer,.'T tKs- The dwellings, from which he
*°nX;re ,Jjand , °'vn to be ina shockingly insanitary

to-na, .. #_J‘.‘rrmous for, tg.g_n,ggsg» é&gcation. He
to an

fay a fine of 40s. and
: LSE:non:>an n‘l'tiCe n the Chiefien Francois, by M.
fihn~ fn * thne Ornicr Pr»est of the Passionist order,
rSo<e the wbo fi,ave entered the priesthood in

Pr~tatic”'t'ons jnllri ranks_some vyears afteryards,
f ’%>'ftt est'—,]» 51%%’@55. S‘I'lsﬂnat Isa very sat|s¥z\$ctory

Vs, _fo’ﬂ’@ﬂ -@ro%uﬁ%g]} correct. P[ﬁpgab'éﬁ@;”%b’?é

mber of

" éu td thenK»i°nal skackles if suitable secular open-
I,( ’;‘ t« i» " VM-
i i° *1°wi,o unj, ti,,, o, a .
JitM”~rv mPetitibh - r’ 1,as certainly not equipped him, for
VVggJat'c hgge ~ 8 % oplgly calling, especially in the
iin f 1i) SBr thgﬁﬁﬂum RS HliMEYeUs. a5 IR dée
Atitnn ergvVm-,.°in,es  And the difficulties arc still

y he sticb ’apﬁens to be a man with a family.
<s to his post. It is his cross.

tlericIVEF SVORR Y Bl estlguind PRR VAS
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who, a little time ago, approved of a seven-year-old child
being beaten at his Church Sunday-school until there were
weals on the poor child’s body and legs—the said child, how-
ever, being only a wretched little pauper placed out at a
cottage home. On the strength of Solomon’s injunction, he
declared that the lad deserved a “jolly good earning.” Since
this delightful episode, the Rev. Savory has been displaying
himselfas an object for further contempt.

The Urban Council, it seems, have placed a hydrant near
the vicarage wall. This, he says, is a deliberate insult to
himself. We don't see it. The Urban Council may have
done it out of kindness, believing that such a hot-tempered
gentleman might be benefited by having something handy
wherewith to cool his heated brow. He says he is “ perfectly
certain the people of Ilessle would rise en masse and say, ‘ We
will not allow our vicar to be annoyed by any such thing being
placed opposite his dwelling.”” O Lord, gie us a good con-
ceit of ourselves ! The people of Hessle, if they interfered
at all, would, we should think, utilise that hydrant on the
rev. gentleman in a way that would be salutary, if unpleasant.

The “Tongues of Fire” have been wagging at Exeter
Hall, though, perhaps, with more heat than sense. The
great Reader Harris, Q.C., has been “ putting the case” for
that precious Pentecostal League. He has been asking the
Lord to so whip the Boers that further bloodshed shall be
avoided. Poor Kruger ! to have to fight his own Lord as
well as Redvers Buller. From Boers to unbelievers is an
easy transition for Reader Harris, and he said he had been
told that “ not one church-member in a hundred believed
that prayers were answered. He meta great many people
who admitted that they were no longer Christians. When
he urged them to become such again, their answer invariably
was ‘ never no more.’”

Further, he assured the Church that, unless it accepted the
Pentecostal spirit, “its candlestick would be removed.”
Dreadful possibility! Especially for those Ritualist's who
would sooner part with life than their candlesticks. In the
terrible event of the Lord thus “dowsing the glim,” one
would be inclined to think of that once familiar query:
“Where was Moses when the light went out?”

That clerical snob of the very first water, the vicar of
Windsor, announces that “the Queen and the Prince of
Wales have been graciously pleased to accept copies of the
prayer and hymn written by the Rev. Arthur Robins [*>.,
himself] for use as a pocket pistol by the Household Cavalry
in the face of their enemies. '

The Westminster Gazette, quoting the announcement, says :
“We are sure that the prayer and hymn were not so described
by her Majesty. Mr. Robins has on a previous occasion dis-
tinguished himselfby his intemperance of language about the
Boers. He hardly improves his position by becoming patentee
of this form of pocket pistol.”

The Oxford University Press has printed, Khaki bound,
40Z Bibles for the use of our troops. It is to be hoped that
Kruger has made equal provision for his men, though,
probably, he relies upon the fact that each Boer has a Bible
of his own, and does not need, like Tommy Atkins, to be
supplied with a copy of that precious work. The Boers carry
the Bible in their heads rather than in their knapsacks.
T. A. would sooner have qoz. of 'bacca than goz. of Bible.

The Empress of Germany has come to the rescue of the
Bible, nobly and majestically vindicating it from ridicule. A
very proper step indeed, and deserving the approval of
“myself und Gott.” It seems that there has been a tax
imposed recently on the inhabitants of Berlin for the purpose
of building Lutheran churches in the city. The municipality
declares it is unfair to tax Catholics, Jews, and Freethinkers
to build churches with which they have no connection. Dr.
Preuss, a Jew and tutor in the University, in ridiculing the
proposal, parodied a well-known passage in Job, by saying :
“ His Excellency gave, and his Excellency taketh away ;
blessed be the name of his Excellency.” Very innocent;
there have been quite as bad things said in the Freethinker.

The Empress has promptly written, expressing regret that
a member of the Council “should have thought fit to throw
ridicule on certain passages in the Bible and hymn-book.”
Beneath the weight of this august censure poor Preuss has
sunk—crushed to the earth, damned everlastingly in Berlin,

perhaps doomed hereafter.

The University authorities, now that their attention has
been drawn to the matter by an expression of opinion from
so high a quarter, are dutifully and inexpressibly shocked.
They are, therefore, proposing to “discipline” Dr. Preuss.
He now, Brebably, wishes yob and the whole Bible at the
bottom oFgge seﬁ,ygﬁ% f?i@ stper-sensitive Empress with it.

From the recent decision of that embodiment of imbecility,
the Licensing Committee of the London County Council, it
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would seem that we have indeed gone back to the time of
Cromwell, of whom we have lately heard so much. _ Modern
regulations from Spring-gardens are quite in the spirit of the
enactments of the Commonwealth. Here is one of the latter :
“ Anyone found idly standing or walking on the street in
sermon time, or playing at any game upon the Sabbath or
fast-day, shall be fined tvvo-and-sixpence, or lie in prison till
he pay the same.”

“The Power of Prayer” is the title of last week’s short
sermon in Lloyd's Newspaper. The writer is the Right Rev.
the Bishop for North and Central Europe. We have not the
pleasure of knowing his name, but we beg to remark that he
lias a tidy-sized diocese. Perhaps that accounts for his hasty
and superficial thinking. Merely to go round such a diocese
is enough for one man to do, even with divine assistance.
Hard thinking, in addition, must be an utter impossibility.

Well, this Bishop of etc., etc., states that at the time of
General Gordon’s death at Khartoum he “ saw in the window
of a small Atheist’s bookshop at Brighton a picture repre-
senting Gordon lying dead on the Residency stairs, and
beneath it the words, ‘ Thus the Christian God answers the
Christians’ prayers.”” Upon this incident the Bishop of
etc., etc., founds the following remarks: “ Poor fool who
says in his heart there is no God. How little he knew how
General Gordon longed for death, prayed for it, as a letter in
my possession, and many of his letters, testify......And his
prayer was granted—granted to the full, poor atheist.”

This right reverend man of God refers, of course, to the
L'Peethinker. But he misses the point of our cartoon. The
satire was aimed at the Christians at home. They prayed
and prayed and prayed for Gordon, and when the curtain
lifted the answer was a bloody and dishonored corpse. Let
us pray !

We are told by this right reverend man of God that Gordon
prayed for death himself. If that be so, it is wonderful how
lie received God’s reply. According to Neufeld, he killed at
least a dozen of his assailants, using sword and revolver until
he was cut down dead. That is how Gordon accepted the
death he prayed for so ardently.

This, also, must be said. If it be true that Gordon prayed
for death and got it, why did so many Christians talk about
“avenging Gordon,” and about his being “avenged,” when
all those thousands of Dervishes lay dead on the desert sands,
and when the Mahdi’s tomb was desecrated at Omdurman?
Wzijs it not sheer, flat, rank blasphemy to “ avenge ” an act of
God ?

Finally, we have to remind this Bishop of etc., etc., that the
cartoon lie refers to was not atheistic at all. It might have
been designed by a Deist. It was directed against the Chris-
tian God—a deity who has made the most lavish promises to
answer prayer, and has never yet been known to keep a
single one of them.

The father of Judge Koch, who was wounded and taken
prisoner at Klandslaagle, was nominally in command, but
“ instead of lighting he read the Bible and prayed "—says the
Daily Chronicle war correspondent. And what was the
result? One bullet passed through the old man’s shoulder,
and another through his groin. “ So he lay still and read no
more.” What a touching answer to prayer !

Mr. John McCormac, an excise officer, has lost his wife.
It appears that lie had committed adultery with the servant
girl.  His wife found him late at night in the girl's bedroom,
but lie assured her that there was “ nothing wrong.” A court
of justice, however, has naturally discounted this sweet assur-
ance, and Mrs. McCormac has obtained a decree nisi in the
Divorce Division. After the decree was pronounced, Mr. John
McCormae’s piety waxed strong within him, and impelled him
to express great anxiety about his eldest son, tenyears of age,
whom he wanted to have brought up as a Roman Catholic,
like himself. But the unsympathetic judge gave the mother
the custody of the children.

Mr. C. Napier Bell, in a new book entitled Tangwccra,
describes his * Life and Adventures among Gentle Savages.”
These gentle savages arc the Mosquito Indians, who, after
two centuries of British protection, were handed over to the
rule of the two Spanish Republics of l1londuras and Nicaragua.
The Spanish priests have been hard at work upon them, and
this is the result :—“ The oncc-happy Indians, handed over to
their old enemies the Spaniards, arc now worried to frenzy
by taxes, and Catholic priests dispensing the dubious blessings

of civilisation, accompanied, as usual, by disease, demoralisa-
tion, and death.”

Sacrifice is still performed on Mount Gerizim by the
Samaritans, The rite has been witnessed by Mrs. Margaret
Thomas, who describes it in Two Yean
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doubt such scenes were frequent in ancient times unu
sublime worship of Jehovah.

The notion that Christianity introduced new 8"3',91’\;0
humanity into_jurisprudence__is__historically rd- c
wondér the Duily Réws, iR 8 recent Feview of a W jj
Byzantine Constantinople, points out that “ blinding
perhaps as common among Christians as among dJ
potentates. Capricious alternations between vindic anaK
and leniency were as common among the former as
the latter.”

, tCldl

Fun indulges its feeble wit at the expense ot  jig
Charles Bradlaugh. It represents Lord Salisbury sub”p'i
a statue to Bradlau?h tg/ way of a set-off to
statue of Cromwell. ur professionally facetious (tn
porary doesn’t see that this is a handsome comphme
great Radical-Atheist. In spite of all the “loyal* jagid
say, Cromwell was one of the foremost men 1 AL
history. Admire him or not on principle, you cf, ad,ii€l
the place he fills—and keeps. And to bracket

with him is anything but an insult to Bradlaugh-
have to try again.

d#

Gladstone’s opinion of Cromwell, by the way, 'vaS. Q[i
istic. According to Sir Edward Russell, the Gral' j,aves],
remarked to a Cromwell biographer, “ I should fin;@;'J
myself that he was a very great man—nogreater, jm
than the late Lord Althorpe.” Historical cri
hardly sink lower than that. _

The Edinburgh Evening News is down O‘i]:el’@gn
Encycloptcdia llildica, with special reference * rertifnr,
on “ Bartimeus.” This was the name of the bllV 6h»*?4i
to whom Jesus gave good eyesight. It alftTers of L.,
from this new clerical work that the b_iograPrijiriOJs
were mistaken. What he gave to blind Ba -t jki
spiritual sight, and they woodcn-hcadedly rnconton¥,|,c
sight. Upon which bit of exegesis QUftls afd™ha

imarks that the story of the same write sUs* t
Resurrection and Ascension “ must be taken w** -pcS™NV
grains of salt.” But if the miraclﬁ%u?f the New a swj,
are explaine away',"wf're{t s 185 8nsu1“1tiiat"
natural revelation ? No wonder the Nev's ~ eCONC W)
professors and clergymen are rapidly ready°h G, b
of Tom l'aine and Charles Bradlaugh.

Torn ? . "Iigial?
<Y ngﬂ)léir}ed!““ B N reyi_v_alist’. -
U0 SRS T UV QA AR TS Piiaia 06 o

use the brimstone buCntc’ ui‘b ‘be old hell.

hou®,/ le cruel and r”ness as 8,1 accessory, and '

o H ™ I 10 H i
ow, that Pwill g5 e RSt Bocebve Pope

" It bas &e°n disfor4]0? g,nS’ fa'»c, has discover™Nj]n
( rl)r.Sl s,lﬁt t{}\%re ;" Yered %) many tjmes,.and ' putl
Pbir’ really v -s 1}° need for much excitement; c
emother argument in / ,outl’ Africa, the Anglo-D“‘c

[ i 1w
us that lingl~*hr avor — liritish supremacy} ~ (e °J
tribes, and that <),,,

Cn, arc Jews, descended 1
b nS David. How Vic,oria is ‘be lineal ey
1> % 'Solomon’s mYn atural’ tbc'h that we shouldg —~ uto

tbc family. Sn,ines- They never should haveg°n intle
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Sugar Plums.

Mr. Foote lectures in the Secular Hall, Camberwell, tilts
evening (Nov. 26). By special request he will take for his
subject “ A Freethinker's View of the White War in South
Africa.” We are informed that there is likely to be a large
meeting and plenty of discussion—which, by the way, Mr.
Foote rather likes. We understand that several young
reformers, who have studied the Soutli African question very
profoundly, are thirsting to wash their spears in the Presi-
dent’s blood. It is to be hoped he has enough to go round.

Last Sunday evening Mr. Charles Watts lectured to a capital
audience at Camberwell. His estimate of the grand character
ofColonel Ingcrsoll was fully appreciated, and his entire lecture
was enthusiastically applauded. Many strangers were present,
and ladies formed a large section of the audience.

Mr. Cohen had a good audience at the Athenaeum Hall on
Sunday evening. lie occupies the same platform again this
evening (Nov. 26), and will doubtless have another good
evening, perhaps even a better one. On thc following
Sunday ((fee. 5) Mr. Watts lectures there, and Mr. Foote
will occupy the platform during the rest of the month.

The Secular Society, Limited, held its first Annual
Members’ Meeting at the Manchester Hotel on Wednesday
evening, November 15. There was a fair attendance of
London members. Country members were represented by
proxies, most of them in favor of Mr. Foote. But there was
no need to use these. No poll was taken ; indeed, everything
passed oil’ witli the greatest harmony. The Chairman read
thc Report, which was accepted and ordered to be printed.
A copy will be posted to every member, and will also appear
in the Freethinker. Mr. Thomas Shore was elected a Director
in place of Miss Annie Brown, who is unable to attend the
Board meetings. W.ith this exception the Board remains as
it was. Amongst those present was Mr. Embleton, who
suggested that the members should give more in the way of
donations, and added (what all believed) that he was ready
to do his share. Mr. Moss proposed a vote of thanks to thc
Chairman, to whom the members, and the whole Secular
party, were so much indebted. This was carried unanimously.
A vote of thanks was also given to the Secretary.

Applications for Shares in the Freethought Publishing
Company, Limited, are still coming in, but wc should like to
sec them coming in a little faster. Wc beg all those who
reckon themselves valid Freethinkers—that is, ready to do as
well as believe—to fill in the Application Form at once, if they
have not already done so, and forward it to the Company’s
secretary with the requisite remittance.

Newcastle-on-Tyne friends are requested to note that an
important meeting will bc held to-day (Nov. 26) at No. 1,
Granger-street, at 3 p.111. Also that they are to have a visit
from Mr. Percy Ward on the following Sunday. Mr. Ward
lectures in the Co-operative Hall, Whitehall-road, Gatesiiead.
Friends coming from a distance can be supplied with tea at

the Park Café close by.

The Newcastle Branch iIns received a very nice letter from
Mrs. Ingersoll, expressing thanks forits message of sympathy

on Colonel Ingersoll’s death.

The Rockhampton Daily Record (Queensland) gives a three-
column report of an eloquent address on Colonel Ingersoll by
our old friend, Mr. Wallace Nelson. Mr. Nelson went out
from England some thirteen years ago. The doctors thought
lie was booked as a consumptive, but they were mistaken.
Anyhow, lie is still alive and very active. Besides being a
sterling advocate of Freethought, Mr. Nelson is a noted
politician, working lor thc labor party and conducting thc

People's Newspaper.

Mr. Nelson’s Peoples Newspaper for October 13 is before
us. After quoting from and condemning the Jingo press, Mr.
Nelson writes : “ It is pleasing to turn from the silly Jingoism
of the daily Press to a really sane presentment of the case for

the Outlanders.” A long extract .is then made from one of
. ifreethinker, to whirh Mr. Nelson

1dil AllvliVv. 13 no jU.Uiliv.ULIV'Il .««
Indeed, lie says that “ Mr. Foote puts the whole thlng ina
few words when lie says : *Let us not rush into the frightful
crime of an avoidable war. Let patience go with firmness,
and magnanimity with strength.”” Evidently our old friend
lias taken the trouble to read and understand what we wrote,
which is more than some impatient Freethinkers have done
at home. How refreshing it always is to meet with one who,
if lie differs from you, knows where you are and where he is,
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and precisely why you and he do not stand quite together !
How blessed a thing is intellectual hospitality !

The Secular Almanack for 1900 is nearly ready for publica-
tion. It will be on sale next week for certain. Orders
should be placed at once with Mr. Forder. Besides the
usual supply of information, there are special articles by
G. W. Foote, Charles Watts, C. Cohen, Francis Neale,
Mimnermus, and others. We may add that this Almanack
is issued by the National Secular Society, and that all profit
realised by the sale of it goes into the Society’s exchequer.
Those who buy the Almanack, therefore, help the movement
while getting their money’s worth.

An Empress’s Piety.

Letter to Berlin Town Council.

T he local topic of conversation here [Berlin] is a letter which
Baron von Mirbach, of the Empress’s Household, has written,
on her Majesty’s behalf, to the President of the Berlin Town
Council. After thanking that body for its congratulations on
her birthday, her Majesty expresses her regret that a
controversy of many years’ standing between the Town
Council and the different parishes has not yet been settled,
and then proceeds to say : “ With deep grief her Majesty also
learns that a short time ago, during your absence, a teacher
of the University, a member of the Town Council, scoffed at
sacred, evangelical, and Biblical words of comfort without
being reprimanded, in a manner which must deeply shock all
morals; but, above all, Christian feelings. Her Majesty
hopes that in time the good and true elements will succeed,
next to the promotion of outward prosperity, in healing the
many internal sores from which the Imperial capital suffers.”

This strange reprimand from the Empress refers to the
following occurrence : At one of the sittings of the Town
Council Dr. Preuss criticised the credulity and indolence of
some members of that body, who trusted that the municipal
authorities and the Minister would make things all right,
and that, therefore, no one else need trouble about them.
These people, he said, thought “ His Excellency gave ; his
Excellency hath taken away ; blessed be the name of His
Excellency.” He then quoted the words of an old hymn.
This was, to say the least, tactless. Dr. Preuss was
immediately censured by the speakers who came after him,
and he himself expressed his regret, saying that he did not
intend to hurt anyone’s feelings. He has, however, aroused
the Empress’s indignation to such a degree that she ordered
Baron von Mirbach to write the letter, the reading of which
caused enormous sensation. The Government, of course,
has hastened to open a disciplinary inquiry against Dr.
Preuss, to decide whether he has violated the dignity of his
position as a teacher at the University.

The controversy between the Town Council and the
parishes to which the Empress’s letter refers is also very
interesting. The Orthodox discovered in the archives a
decree of the year 1573, according to which, in the Mark of
Brandenburg, the towns are obliged to build churches for
the evangelical parishes. This three-hundred-ycars-old decree
has now been declared to be still in force. The city of Berlin
maintains that it is for the parishes to build their own
churches, the treasury of the town being filled by taxpayers
of all creeds, so that it would not do to favor the evangelical
churches at the expense of the Catholic and Jewish rate-
payers. The parishes then demanded from the Town
Council an indemnity of several million marks, but the
Council refuses, and this is what her Majesty, who greatly
favors the building of churches, complains of.—Daily News.

Cecil Rhodes’ Religion.

According to the Review 0/Reviews, the “ Colossus of South
Africa” is an Agnostic. Mr. Rhodes, we are told, although
the son of a clergyman, is no great Churchman. His moral
sense revolts against accepting the Divine origin of the
Hebrew writings which exult over the massacre of the
Amalekites. In the doctrine of eternal torment he is an
out-and-out unbeliever. Upon many questions relating to
the other world his one word is Agnostic—*“ | do not know.”
But on the question of hell he is quite sure he knows, and he
knows that it is not true. Indeed, it is his one negative
dogma, which he holds with astonishing vigor and certitude.

Testimonial to Mr. John Fagan.

1). Colville, 15s.; B. Hyatt, 2s.; G. J. Holyoake, 2s. (who
wishes Mr. Fagan success, and says lie would send more if
he were richer) ; Chas. Watts, 2s.; G. Ward and Miss Robins,
10s.—George W right, Treasurer, Bradlaugh Club,"[36
Newington Green-road, N.
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“ Skeletons in Parsonic Cupboards.”

W ith this heading, the Church Gazette publishes the
following editorial note on a little sketch contribute*
by me to the Freethinker of the 12th inst..—

“ Although, as we remark elsewhere in this ise>
there may be no Atheists, there are plenty of sceptics, O
whose views the Freethinker is, perhaps, the most P(j
minent exponent. That journal, in the course of a gerfg
article on ‘The Country Parson,” treats our revere*
friends to a little not unwholesome satire. In the courlS
of its description it deals with some difficulties which “r
supposed to haunt the cleric mind as follows :—

“*Who knows the number of ivy-covered vicarages
rectories dotted about rural England, in which behind L”
placid exteriors there may not be hidden away, as °,
spiritual skeletons in the cupboard, terrible doubts not oil
as to Jonah’s whale, but Jesus’s resurrection?

Church Gazette, which should be able to form some opil

upon this matter, answer.’

“ Being appealed to, we give our answer in all Sc
faith, and expect it to be taken in like spirit.

“Speakmg, then, from large experience, we decidd
think that the class of ideas suggested do not occurto N
minds of three out of four of our rustic priests. Sol“
them are so far given up to class and professional ch
sions that they never have allowed their though" ,
verge on such dangerous themes. This is true ; buw™
we are not proud of it. For these men ought to (
leaders of thought, or else they have no locus
all, except on the foundation of clothing clubs
mothers’ meetings; except, too, on the grounds ofceil™
superhuman powers which some of them clan™
which here it is not worth while to discuss. (s

“ There remain the exceptions, dotted not thicklyxigj.
all too sparsely, over the wide rural districts of the 1/
These men arc mostly, if not entirely, Broad Church™ ™
If the Freethinker does not understand the technical (L
it may be explained to mean men who think iree
doing so they have been obliged to recognise the H
culties which certainly do attend the class ot sU [jit
under discussion ; and not only to recognise the]
to think about them as deeply and as thoroughly &Sj
culture and ability sufficed for. But, in general, ¢
is no longer a ‘skeleton in the cupboard ' to these (C
because they have laid the ghost by living du™ Wf
crudity of their earlier thoughts, and have seen the'
to something higher and more worth living for ®
blank negations of mere materialism.

“ Our answer, then, to the Freethinker is, that to n
of thought it represents has to do with a mere h. " jni(
but one which, when amplified and ripened, earn
the promise of better things.” M

In the first place, one must thank the Church

N

for responding so readily and with so much ObPieV
to the invitation which was offered. For the
understanding of the first sentence of its reply» 1 e
be explained that the remark alluded to is - a'o’
note, wherein the editor observes =

“There are not many polytheists in these da [I1
prevailing secular sentiment being decidedly
direction indicated by Clough’s satirical couplet”

Thou shalt have one God only—who
Would be at the expense of two?

As for Atheists, we are inclined to believe that

is as extinct as the dodo.”
The editor rather implies, in the first note
the Freethinker does not understand the techr"Ann
Broad Churchman.

tl
aboVfyj

stand the term Atheist? Certalnly “there " < c\eA
persons— more than may be supposed by the ™o(
mind— who describe themselves as Atheists
self | take that desngnatlon and do so in preef rﬁl/
that of Aignostlc Tcount it as of nocois
that the religious prejudices of the past havg S°\A-
odium upon it, so that to the common ear.
fardly “ Eespectable » 7 Atheism has its |nspV|| ’Sé“
and can point to a noble army Ol °
martyrs; and its attitude, as defined by y
exponents, being quite in accordance W"*
views, | call myself an Atheist, and sboul
disloyalty to those who have labored and
the past to discard the name for some new a f
though it denoted, as Agnosticism does, the < i
of thought. i
But, as a matter of fact, the Church Gast
a misapprehension as to what Atheism really
been. This was shown by an editorial ar

tions,

@

is
N
je 1L
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issue of September 30, entitled “ The Agnostic. To
uat article Mr. Watts penned a most admirable and
| ective reply, as the readers of this journal will doubt-
|esr;;emember. The Church Gazette assumes that the
eist“ denies” the existence of God. But he does
r‘gf, as Mr. Watts showed by the definitions of lead* g
““heists from whom he quoted. There j§ Ao
@9 ........... 10e iaws of Atbeisw, so far
mbeing extinct as the dodo, is very much alive and
CPttantly inereasing:
. the answer to the interrogation, as to country parsons
« @given in all good faith, is readl

ua-@—i aeey 5§ﬁ1éa_ihe_aa_é§_t_ibn with the expres-

f°nof belief that the Church Gazette “ should be able
0 °rm some opinion on the matter,” it would ill become
1if  ~oarrel with the information it is kind enough fo
‘°rd. | formed no estimate myself as to the number
a skeletons in parsonic cupboards.” Necessarily it is
arvatter uppil Whieh it weuld be hazardous for me or
joim *Cr Ffeethinker to venture an opinion. A special
tho ,,‘ICy what is behind the “ placid exteriors ” of
Parsonic homesteads would be indispensable to
gfoximate jdea. That is why | appealed to the
onurch Gazette. |t js rather disappointing to learn
lively NO0c™an authority that the number is compara-
are " anc™*-bat the larger section of rural priests
as m(; devoted to “ class and professional obsessions”
0QOe .. 0 c°ncern their minds with themes which now,
iv’ld lan ever, are occupying the attention of the outer

nien,e otBer section, mostly composed of Broad Churcli-
“laid t|C laPPy indeed if, as we are assured, they have
earizer ~Nost by living down the crudity of their
We do I0u™*s-”  That is exactly what Freethinkers
liPina h6} B°r B,e most part, they have been brought
They lay le™*n fbe principles of the Christian religion.

tieyght- '~ I'ved down the crudity of their earlier
S i s- As far as they are concerned themselves,

‘hey g,:eo aid their theological ghosts forever. Perhaps
thet, aj,” now only in possession of “ half-truth ; but
Their

Priogifiany ra*e is better than an entire falsity.
> /gjf0s are.not mere “ blank negations,” the
| <\WaHly. articles in this journal— especially those of
“Potf “ s—from week to week testify. Naturally, we
il arfiplify and ripen ” into better things as know-

that Pal reases, and vi of life and jlt:.c. duties eigqf?nd.
— V., u,. .. ssence(? ree-

earnest progressive spirit is_ . rus all. But
usbt, and the ever-present inspira direction of

movement is not likely to be n tyPe»wbat-
B®naturalism, even of the Broad Church yP (e
itigemptation™ may be offered by the Churcn
amiable and cultured 5qyocacy.
Francis Neale.

Thomas Paine.

By Colonel Ingersoll.

\ ¢
Di Ladies and Gentlemen,— It iS not
oﬁp Vlf\a&&ﬁ%ut it is a privilege, to help rescue the
VPGtiRR BF a great and noble man from the slanders
& » 0 bj,r«"A . hypeerisy. We have listened to a
tay Culogium upon Thomas Paine by Mr.
WB \Vaiul tlle reason it is so noble is that it is
he tbe ve been told what he did, something of
~Quffer™ c®niplished in this world, and a little of what
JiG& )~e must remember that for many, many
o, PO\Ver tdn”™ Was governed by two ideas— one, that
1 Lj* L° govern came from the clouds—came from
¢ irthrono°ukil™ s—anc* that all who ruled occupied
eigntvS because it was the will of him who sat in
fJltrty above an. Fpis-was-the-belief: and-this
A hhm coming to the king, going on down
srobbe,]° , e i°west one in authority, finally reached,
hutc "J°f ' - Beer, inatehed 6. m

"k i i
'D¢o0fit \X/Vaa§ tf]oe{t mgr}%‘arﬂr]%“e%em Iva>n. W'th little
W, and little - huts and dens, that
2r>livi 1 '
mijjht ri\/teO fweicfl?aHgérslg frr\IIight be clad in robes
, -C g r'"as delivered immediately after one delivered
n fhe pif onway; sinee e awiRer aif Paine's hife and
Publisherf °©° New Vork, a few years ago, and reported
ned «, one of the city papers.

v
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of purple. 1 hat was the scheme of the divine govern-
ment, believed in by our ancestors— honestly believed
in, at least, by those who submitted ; and they were to
be rewarded for all the pains suffered in this world by
having harps when they should go to another. And
they consoled themselves with the thought: While the
kings and the queens and the lords and the ladies have
their good times here, we will have our good times after
we die ; and possibly we will have the happiness of see-
ing all these ladies and gentlemen in hell. The latter
reflection, undoubtedly, was a great consolation.

That, | say, was the first idea ; but the man of whom
you have heard so much, which has been so well said,
took the other ground, and said : “ This power to govern
does not come from God. God must be retired from
politics. This power to govern comes from the consent
of the governed. The source of this authority must be
the people themselves.” Well, nothing could be more
laughable at that time than the idea of having a govern-
ment administered by shoemakers, and carpenters, and
farmers, and simply buyers and sellers, and traders. It
was thought impossible that such people should have
brain enough to really administer a government.

This governing power—this governing sense— was
confined to the few— the few that had been chosen by
the king of kings ; but finally, through the efforts of
Thomas Paine, more than through the efforts of any
other man who ever trod the Western world, that experi-
ment was tried here on our soil ; and the question was
whether ordinary human beings, with ordinary intelli-
gence, even though they were mechanics and farmers
and merchants—and lawyers—whether they had the
sense and the honesty to form a government, and
patriotism enough to administer it. It was tried here ;
and | need not say it has been an amazing success. In
all these other governments the Church and State
existed together. They were united. But a few people
in the days of Thomas Paine said : “ Let us separate
Church and State”; and our forefathers agreed to it.
Very few, however, were in favor of it.

I will tell you to-night why they agreed to it. A few,
like Thomas Paine, like Benjamin Franklin, like Thomas
Jefferson— few knew there should be no such marriage.
But the question came up before the many— the average
multitude— and then the question took a different form.
It was not with them, Shall there be a Church and
State? but, Shall it be our Church? The Puritans
would have had their Church united to the State if
they had had the power ; the Episcopalians the same ;
and so in every sect in the thirteen colonies. But there
is a little human nature even in a Church ; and the
Church that could not be a bride was willing the State
should remain a bachelor rather than marry a rival.
In that way, and in that way only, wc got rid of the
Church in this country.

Now, then, that was the first great step. Political
power does not come from God ; or, if there be an
infinite being, he allows human beings to govern them-
selves. He refused longer to be accountable for the
blunders of any administration, and that was an excel-
lent thing for him. So, since that time, in this country,
and in some other lands, the people have endeavored to
manage their own affairs, without the interference of
any gentleman pretending to be the agent of some power
above the clouds. That was the first step.

Then there is another thing. For many, many genera-
tions, it has been believed—is believed by a great many
good people to-night— that religion comes from the
clouds. We have now got to the point that we know
that political power comes from the people, and that
every government should rest on the consent of the
governed. We know that. We have found out that
the people themselves make and create and administer
better government than they ever got from the clouds.
| say, then, the belief was that religion came from that
same country ; and that if some being, somewhere in
the midst of the constellations, had not written the Ten
Commandments, we would never have known right from

Now, it has always seemed to me—and | think | can
make it clear to you—that no such information was
necessary. In this world, for a great many years,
people have had to work to get an honest living ; and,
wherever man has worked to get an honest living, he
has always objected to some fellow who did not work
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taking the result of his labors. If a man that planted
a few acres of potatoes, and hoed them all summer, and
dug them in the fall, and picked them up— using his
own back— it would never have occurred to him that a
gentleman who had sat on the fence and watched him—
| say, it would never have occurred to him that the
fence-sitter, even if no Ten Commandments had ever
been given, had a better right to the potatoes than the
man who raised them. So it seems to me that in every
country where the people, or a majority of the people,
objected to being murdered, there would probably have
been a law against murder, whether they had ever heard
from Mount Sinai or not. And so we might go through
most of the Decalogue.

| say, then, we had to take another step, and that
was that religion does not come from the clouds.
Religion comes from the heart of man. Human
affection is the foundation of all that is holy in religion.
Human intelligence, applied to human conduct, is what
we call morality ; and you add to simple morality kind-
ness, charity, love—and there can be no more perfect
religion imagined by the brain of man. Now, then, as
we succeeded so well in politics, by getting out of our
mind the idea that power and authority came from
beyond the stars, so | hope that we shall make the
greatest possible advance in religion when we get it
out of our minds that religion comes from another world.

There is no religion except humanity. There cannot
be. Those clouds called creeds are destined all to fade
away, but the sky will remain— humanity ; and in the
sky will shine the constellations of human virtues. 111
other words, we want to outgrow the supernatural in
these affairs.

Thomas Paine helped take the first step. He dug
down under the throne, searching for bedrock, and he
found nothing but lies, mistakes, assumptions— every-
thing that is infamous. And, when he got through with
that work, it occurred to him one day to dig under the
altar and see what was there ; and it was worse there
than tender the throne. Thomas Paine was not what
would be called to-day much of an infidel. | think he
would have cut me dead. If he were alive to-night, he
would be off with the Unitarians—and with the con-
servative wing of the Unitarians. That is to say, he
believed absolutely in the existence of an infinite God ;
and in some way he excused that God for making this
world— for giving power to the Catholic Church. How
he did it, |1 don’t know ; but he did it. In some way he
excused that Deity for all the volcanoes and plagues and
famines of the world. How, | don't know ; but he did.
And he may have been right. | am not saying that he

was wrong. All I am saying is that | do not believe he
was right.
As | have said a hundred times, you have no idea

how little 1 know on this subject ; and you never will
know how little I know until you appreciate the state
of your own knowledge. Paine, | say, not only believed
it, but he believed in a special providence, exactly as Mr.
Conway has told you.

Well, so did Voltaire ; he wrote essay after essay, not
simply to prove the existence of God, but that he in some
way ruled this world. Well, | don’t deny it ; but there
are two facts inconsistent in my mind— that is to say,
one fact is inconsistent with the alleged fact. | cannot
harmonise God and Siberia. Still, | don’'t say that |
know ; because you know that | don’t, and | know that
I don’t. Hut Paine wanted to do one thing. He wanted,
in religion, to get rid of middlemen. He wanted the
citizens of the United States to transact what little
business they might have with the Deity without pay-
ing any commissions to gentlemen who were in the
guessing business for a living. And whoever steps
between a priest and his salary will find that lie has
committed all the crimes in the statutes ; and, if he does
not find it out, others will find it out— when he is dead.

That is all he tried to do. He taught pure morality.
He taught that we should worship God simply by
expressing and feeling our gratitude, and that gratitude
should rise from the heart for favors received, like per-
fume from a flower ; that there need be no form, no
ceremony, no costly cathedrals for this business, no
hired clergy ; that man could worship God for himself.
Then he made enemies. Then they began to look, as
Mr. Conway has said, for special providence.

(To be continued.)
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Confucius.

(552479 b.c.)
Kung-ku-tzu, or (Kung-tzu), popularly known &
Confucius, was neither a philosopher nor a founder
religion ; he was a moral teacher, or more properly
statesman, whose maxim was that the people should
governed by the ethical law of sympathy,* rather tn
by the jurisprudential principle of right and duty. The
ontological and epistemological PrO"eCf

which led Greek and Indian minds into a ,Taze'fn
metaphysical speculation did not claim much atten*
from the Chinese sage, nor did the deep and pessinll. .
religious feelings which occupied the heart of the Sen’
prophet stir in him any aspiration for God or the king'd
of heaven. .ot

Meng-tzti, or Mencius,! one of the most protnin
leaders of Confucianism, spoke of him as one "
collected ancient traditions and brought them to P
fection. Confucius himself once said that he P .
pounded the old doctrine of ancient sages, and did ~
proclaim anything new and original,j This spir* |,
conservatism and common sense being the spirit of
fucianism as well as the national character of the Clud
Confucius, who was living at the time when the
dynasty was separating into smaller dukedoms or K .
doms known as the Ch'uti ch'iu and Chan
naturally desired to rescue the dynasty from disin1?»”™.
tion, and to actualise again, if possible, the adm"". )&
tion of Yao and Shun, the two most reverend sagc” O
of China. Jered

Confucius, accompanied by his disciples, wan ,
from one place to another till he was sixty-fi\C ' jis
old, trying to persuade the feudal lords to adop
method of administration, and to make a practic®
cation of his ethical teachings. He did not to* By
propagating his doctrine of sympathy directly a J]
the masses, and expected to reform the people tli r,
the government solely; but he encountered manyd*5*
and much suffering, and was at last obliged to ~
from the world, and to find comfort in the contemp”jest
of his doctrine, which now became the principal s
of his dialogues with his disciples. The Lun -1*\eé
of the canonical books of Confucianism, is the jizg
of the “ sayings and conversations ” of thls latter .P

of his life, and must be deemed of paramountthrml‘
tance for the students of Confucianism as € 0>_
authentic statement of Confucian ethics. filliph

In Confucius and in his doctrine are solidly crys
the essence and the ideal of the Chinese people-
we understand Confucius we understand the
The greatest man who has acquired unshakeabjc )
renown and reverence in a long course ol tm’'e Niidl

d..a
nat'd

looked at as the perfect mirror of the nation, ™ jjl1

their prominent characteristics are revealed 1

brightest and clearest colors. aliw
What reflections of the Chinese mind, then, jn*

see through Confucius? They are a lack ol II-tariair
tion and a tendency to positive conservatism, ut ~ idl
ism, practicality, and optimism. These clem ot
deeply rooted in every tissue of the Chinese me
stitution. is
The most metaphysical book of Confucianism”
ancient Yih King, or Book of Changes, on m OW' .,
fucius is said to have written a commentary K, tvim
the Hsi (s' ch'itan, and this fact is confirm§Y ?
tradition wimich says that by Wis constant s jjjg W
handling of the book its leather binding;s

thrice worn out. Though this proves to ‘ O93(fi
degree that he had a speculative mind, '\C
even there the predominance of ethical elemc

put aside all abstruse philosophical arguments il
ing poetical imaginations. How sober, POSltj] is e |
in a sense agnostic he is, when compared wit"
contemporary Lao tzti, whose mind, transcen™ ijj
phenomenal world, wanders in the eternity

(Tao) ! Itistrue, Confucius occaS|onaIIy man—

ot

* In Chinese  (jinJ.

I lie lived about a hundred years after Confuc*
contemporary of Chwang-tzO, the best known follow
though they did not know each other.

liberal translation of “shu irh pu /so, bs‘lf > /cO

§ Ch'un ch’'iu means “ Spring and FaII’ and ¢

country."

jirmi
~jpv
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'ifr (TV), the Lord, or Shang Ti, the Lord on High,
r {len< Heaven, which some Christian Orientalists
AJuld like to render God or Heaven; but he, even if
vilere wight have been in his practical mind some
7a»ue conception of the All-Containing-One, did not

Swlle any sucb att*tu”e towards it as Christians do.

exXl 6n be was vvandering about almost in a state of
' unable to find any royal listener, he ascribed his
mi °rtune to the iron hand of fate (ming), but he did
doreP f-onify it, nor did he exclaim, “Thy will be

His T'en or Tien ming is not animated ; it is merely
r name for nature or natural order. Of course,

lle ,, dvery myemnuin hidg own power te realise what
he ,-iUb*S°od’ But when he had done all in his power
»uCrmly res'ffned himself, and suffered the law of
\Wor ‘ty to take its own course. When his disciples
them f Xa?Peratecl with their misfortunes, he consoled
Disfort SmPly say'n» « " A superior man calmly endures

j.~N-onfucius was, therefore, an advocate of realism ; he
b»ydare to propound definite speculations about the
saidnd' When he was asked his opinion of death, he
' How ean one know death when one does not
and when questioned regarding super-
i~ Uralism -~
T|°W Wysterious* powers and supernatural spirits.”
OjtSieeP'ng within the limits of experience is through-
Caaracteristic of Confucianism, and it is the very
ud Why his doctrine has acquired such a_cantrolling
todi au”™ng influence over Chinese minds as we observe
C 1A ~ven such philosophers as Chou-tzii (1022-1073),
\Van Zu (» *30-1200), Liu-hsiang-san (1139-1192), and
iflu™ 'yang-ming (1472-1529), all of whom were greatly
Nah'nPe<* by the highly-speculative philosophy of the
Agnayana Buddhism, could not forsake their native
retion i teacller. nor shake off the fetter of their
froni ,?7* Peculiarity. While they borrowed many things
iiita, addhism, they still continued faithfully to trans-
Mor O 'nterPret the doctrine of Kung-fu-tzti.
nmeansa,lty ffoes side by side with peace, and peace
How t,Order> a necessary product of conservatism.
yati'*H. can Confucianism be other than conser-
ia p Besides, Confucius was born, as said before,
"ante(j ITle disorder and transformation, and all he
Posed » Was a reform of the evils of his age. He pro-
filey Mto ¥Cstore the moral relations of human society as
g\bundﬁ»“l the bygone golden age. And to effect this
Vot the guidimrg—principle in sympathy (jen) and
"Oto 67ce The basis of his doctrine, “ Do not
°lhers ° bers what you would not have done to you by
‘reSa’. has a striking similarity to the golden rule,
rist- Lao-tztt also speaks about com-
‘iitireiv h- ~as one of tlle three treasures, but he
CHe ye+ Regards the form by which this inner prin-
fbphasi f become manifest to others. His whole
ecis (,S- 1 IlIP°n our subjective attitude, while Con-
! rec"Sseing more of a Chinese than Lao-tztt, considered
:U'oi;ary.to have a proper way of manifesting what
Tpeaig1°n >none’s mind. To this end he repeatedly
~stoms to the observation of the ancient habits and
Spies’ a"d of the traditional rules of propriety. His
'he therefore, minutely dassribe in the lun Yu
J0is  wacher appeared and behaved on certain occa-
J,'.q-ij - Teitaro Suzuki.
J',e Open Court."
( To be concluded.)
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sicd tr,,nP'vsaf*ent to take a few copies of the Freeth

\v remai,, 0 sell them, lguaranteeing' to take the copies
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It adUii,?X(ra copy (or more), and circulate it among
veae  lances.

i °f -reethinker now and then in the train
H‘Sm o lp@ @H%Ef
JIre gp-8 get dispdayed) one ol aur semicnts-sheets,
ald the, EOMRMERE size for the-purpose.  Mr. Ferde
hetn on application.
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The Boy’s Story of Benjamin.

[Excerpt from the exercise book of Joseph Watkins, aged
twelve, pupil of the Band of Hope Sunday-school, Worthing.
The date of the essay shows it to have been written for the
Sunday-class, October i, 1899.]

Benjamin Was a 'cute little chap. He cooked savory meat,
such as his father loved, and got round him in many other
ways. One day Benjamin said to his father : “ Oh ! Pa, I've
had such a funny dream. | dreamt there was a ladder
which went up to the moon, and creatures with gold and
silver wings were hurrying up and down it like winking,”
added little Benjamin, with a sly air, for he couldn’t think of
a good comparison being anything but poetical. “ That, my
little man,” said the father kindly, “ was a vision of the Stock
Exchange. Go,” he added, “ and tell Zaber that my public
agents are to sell out Sinais and buy in the New Hittite
loan, while my secret agents do just the reverse. In that
way we shall rig the market and make a pot of money.”
Benjamin flew like the wind, but took the plate closet on his
way, and embezzled the famous family drinking cup of solid
gold, that had been in Noah’s Ark, and in the family time
out of mind, for Methusaleh had left it in his will to the first
member of the family, who was a particular friend of his ;
he had left it by a special codicil, the nine hundredth one,
for you know he was 900 years old when he died, and he
made a new codicil to his will every year. This will was one
of the wonders of the world, for it was so long that it reached
all the way from Jerusalem to Alabama, or even to San
Francisco, if you paid the extra railway fare ; and all the
forests in Palestine had been barked for the lawyers to have
bark enough to write it out upon, and that is why, even to
this day, there are no trees to speak of in the Holy Land.
Well, old Ikey rushed to the plate closet as soon as he heard
the street door slam to, and was beside himself with joy
when he found that the famous cup was gone. “He’s fly, a
chip of the old block, just what | should have done myself
under similar circumstances,” exclaimed the old fellow,
chuckling and rubbing his hands with glee. “ Of course I
shall come round him in the end,” he added, with a more
than archangelic leer, “ but that will only make him flyer still
in future.” So saying, he rummaged in his strong box until
he had found a packet of debtors’ bonds, and hurried off with
them to Fairrow, the pawnbroker, for he knew that the
famous cup would now be in his hands. At first Fairrow
denied any knowledge of it, but old Ikey made him open a
sack of mouldy oats, destined for the new corps of Egyptian
volunteers, for Fairrow was also an army store contractor,
and there at the bottom of the sack lay the wonderful cup,
shining and blinking like the sun setting through a purple
haze. Then old Ikey drew out his bonds and threatened to
distrain if the cup was not at once returned to him. But
Fairrow was not to be bit. He went up to old Ikey and
whispered something in his ear, but only the words “ Pot-
affair,” “ Divorce,” and “ Public Scandal” were audible.
Old Ikey turned very pale at first, but then he pulled himself
together, took Fairrow frankly by the hand and said : “ Well,
old fellow, don’t let us turn enemies in our old age ; I tell you
what, I'll give you the straight tip this time, you'll make a
pot of money by it, and in return you’ll give me back our
family pots. Fairrow declared himself agreeable, and old
Ikey said : “ My dear, very dear friend, buy in Sinais and sell
out New Hittites—and you just see I” Fairrow pressed the
old man’s hand affectionately—tears of gratitude were actually
trickling from his long hooky nose. And so the old man took
leave of him. “We shall meet again,” he said, with a gentle
sob, and went. Then he instructed his public agents on the
Stock Exchange that, as soon as they saw Fairrow’s agent
come to buy, they were to buy in Sinais and sell out Hittites
as long as he was there, so as to make quite sure that Fairrow
should do just the opposite of what old Ikey had advised him
to do. In this way Fairrow, the pawnbroker, was quite
“pust up,” and declared bankrupt; and old Ikey, for a
trifling sum of money, bought in the family drinking cup,
when Fairrow’s effects were put up to auction. In those days
this method of doing business was called spoiling the
Egyptians, and going through the Bankruptcy Court was
alluded to euphemistically as the Passage of the Red Sea.
1 need hardly add that after this little Benjamin was unani-
mously elected a member of the Stock Exchange, and when
Fairrow hanged himself for vexation married Potaffair, and
they lived together happily everafter.

“There’s one thing that has always puzzled me,” said the
deacon. “Only one?” the parson asked. “ Well, not in
particular. You say there is no marrying nor giving in
marriage in heaven.” “ Yes, that's what the Bible tells us.”
“YVell, in that case, what do the preachers do who have
small salaries up there?” After the deacon had finished
laughing at his joke, the parson said : “ Oh, | don’t know.
The two dollars | got for marrying your son to Brother
Pritchard’s daughter didn't make me independent for life.”
The deacon now threatens to go over to another church.—
Chicago Times Herald.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

\Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday,
and be marked "Lecture Notice," i f not sent on post-card.]

* LONDON.

The Athenaeum Halt. (73 Tottenham Court-road, W .): 7.30,
C. Cohen.

Bradlaugh Club and Institute (36 Newington Green-road,
Ball's Pond): 830, The Bohemian Comedy Company in “ The
Snowball.”

Camberwell (North Camberwell Hall, 61 New Church-road):
7.30, G. W. Foote, “ Britishers and Boers: A Freethinker’s View
of the White War in South Africa.”

South London Ethical Society (Masonic Hall, Camberwell
New-road): 11.15, Discussion on "Early Marriage,” opened by
Dr. Drysdale ; 7, F. J. Gould, “ The Sacred.”

West London Ethical Society (Empress Rooms, Royal
Palace Hotel, High-street, Kensington, VV.): 11, Dr. Stanton Coit,
“ The Religion of Democracy.”

W estminster Secular Society (Grosvenor Arms, Page-
street): 7.30, H. Courtney, “ History of Freethought.”

COUNTRY.

Birmingham Branch (Prince of Wales Assembly Rooms):
H. Percy Ward—11, "Why the Church of England Should be
Disestablished”; 7, “ How Christianity has Degraded Woman.”

Chatham Secular Society (Queen’s-road, New Brompton):
245, Sunday School; 7, Monthly Entertainment.

Derby (Central Hotel, Market-place) : 7, Social evening and
reunion.

Edinburgh (Moulders’ Hall, 105 High-street): 6.30, Mr. Mac-
waters, “ The Fall of Man.”

Glasgow (no Brunswick-street): 12, Discussion Class—Mr.
Chalmers; 6.30, A. G. Nostik.

Hunt (Friendly Societies Hall, No. 2 Room): 7, F. W. Booth,
“ Harry Lowerison’s Sprays of Sweet Briar." (An appreciation.)

Leicester Secular Society (Humberstone-gate): 6.30, J.
McCabe, “ The Church in France.”

Liverpool (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square): 7, A lecture.

Manchester Secular Hall (Rusholme-road, All Saints):
7, W. Stanley, "A Day Trip to London.” (Lantern views.)

Forth Branch (100 Primrose-street, Tonypandy): 6, A Meeting.

Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockingham-
street): Robert Law, F.G.S.—3, “ Fossils, and What they Tell Us
of the Earth’s History ”; 7, “ My Journey to Switzerland and the
Geology of the Alps.” Tea at 5.

Lecturers’ Engagements.

C. Cohen, 17 Osborne-road, High-road, Leyton.—November
26, Athemeum, Tottenham Court-road. December 3, Sheffield ;
10, Hull; 17, Leicester; 31, Birmingham.

Il. Percy Ward, 2 Leamington-place, George-street, Balsall
Heath, Birmingham.—November 26, Birmingham. December
17, Birmingham.

POSITIVISM.

“ Reorganisation, without god 0L hing, by the systematic
worship of Humanity."

Information and publications on the Religion of Humanity
may be obtained free on application to the Church of
Humanity, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

THE BEST BOOK

ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, | BELIEVE,

TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND PRACTICE
OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.
By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.S.S.

j(>opages, with portrait and autograph, bound in cloth, gilt lettered.
Price is., post free.

In order to bring the information within the reach of the poor, the
most important parts of the book are issued in a pamphlet of 112
pages at ONE penny, post free 2d. Copies of the pamphlet for
distribution is. a dozen post free.

The National Reformer of September 4, 1892, says : “ Mr.
Holmes’ pamphlet......is an almost unexceptional statement of the
Neo-Malthusian theory and practice......and throughout appeals
to moral feeling......The special value of Mr. Holmes’ service to
the Neo-Malthusian cause and to human well-being generally is
just his combination in his pamphlet of a plain statement of the
physical and moral need for family limitation with a plain account
of the means by which it can be secured, and an offer to all con-
cerned of the requisites at the lowest possible prices."”

The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr.
Allbutt, and others, have also spoken of it in very high terms.

The trade supplied by R. Fordkr, 28 Stonecutter-street, London,
E.C. Other orders should be sent to the author,

J. R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAGE, BERKS.

THE FREETHINKER.

November 26, 1899
NEW & IMPORTANT WORK BY DR. W. W. HARDW IC”

Now ready, cloth, 304 pp., with numerous lllustrations.
Price Ss=>P°st free.

THE EVOLUTION OF IAN:

HIS RELIGIOUS SYSTEMS AND SOCIAL OUSTOMS

An Encyclopaedia of Information Concerning Evolution—The U*
verse and Some of its More Common Phenomena— The Supernatura
Ghosts, Spirits, Gods, Worship, Sorcery, Witchcraft, Heresy—D®?
and Prayer—Biblical Promises— Fetichism—Totemism—Phallic '
ship—Sacred Prostitution—Theories of Soul and Future Life-J
Gods ofthe Ancients—The Legend of Creation— Inspired Revel**1®
The Christian Scheme of Salvation—The Bible—An Analysis £ *
Old and New Testaments— Inspired Contradictions—The First C
tians— Evolution of Chrlstianism— The Teachings of JeS
Original— Fabricated “ Prophecies "— Miracles—Ancient Pagan ) ,
hols— Fruits of Christianisai— Persecution of Freethinkers —An Ftl
Code—Blasphemy and Heresy— Relation of the Sexes, etc., etc.

London : Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street,*-""

In stout paper covers, is.; cloth, 2s.

BOOK OF GOf

In the Light of the Higher Criticism*

With Special Reference to Dean Farrar’s New

By G. W. FOOTE.

Published for the Freethought Publishing Company, Linne
R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C.

W. J. Rendell's “Wife’s Friend'

Recommended by Mrs. Besant in Law of Population, p*-L,, O
Dr. Allbutt in Wife’s Handbook, p. 51. Made onLy  .J:ct&
Chadwell-street, Clerkenwell; 2s. per doz., post free (re-
in larger quantities). For particulars send stamped envc ‘1

Important Caution. il

IfWARE or useless imitations substituted by some deaj
hemists, the words “ Rendell & Co,” and “J. W. Rende
>eing speciously and plausibly introduced to deceive the 1

w

Look for Autograph Registered Trade MarK’

No. 182,688-

In Red Ink on each box, without which none akk '

Higginson’s Syringe, with Vertical and Reverse C%

4s. 6d., and 5s. 3d. Dr. Palfrey’s Powder, is. 2d. Q*
pound, is. 2d. Dr. Allbutt’s Quinine Powders, 3s. Pe
prices post free.

Thwaites’ Liver Pills*
.h
The Best Family Medicine in the World. Will du>
Kidney, and all Stomach Diseases elTectually.
Good for Heart Troubles and Cardiac Compl*‘n’s's> f15
Ailments, Anaemia, etc. is. ijid. and 2s. gd. pcf 1
free, 14 or 33 stamps. Directions with each box.

G. THWAITES, Herbalist, Stockton-on-T

NON-POISONOUS PAINTS.

Resist all Atmospheric Influences. Samples Free
Fisher, 78 Chapel Allerton, Leeds

g TEANTOW, fhe People’s Dontist, sss Stramd (apposife>, yetp
House).—TEETH on VULCANITE. 2s. 6d. each» ef,ﬁ&

lower el 4. Best, Quality, 4s.each; ypper M2n
Completed in four hours when' required ; repairing 1 ;i,e
in two hours. If you pay more than the above, they O\d "

charges. Teeth on platinum, 7s. 6d. each ; on 18c” ”
stopping, 2s. 6d. ; extraction, is. ; painless by gas, 5-’
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READY IK A FEW DAYS.

SECULAR ALMANACK FOR 1900.

ISSUED BY THE NATIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY, AND EDITED BY
G. W. FOOTE.

°ntaining a Freethought Calendar, full particulars of the National Secular Society and its
branches, as well as of other Freethought Organizations, and a number of Special Articles
hy G. W. Foote, Charles Watts, C. Cohen, Francis Neale, Mimnermus, and others.

£

PRICE THREEPENCE.
LONDON : R. FORDER, 28 STONECUTTER-STREET, E.C.

Now Ready.

HEPLY TO GLADSTONE.

By COLONEL INGERSOLL.

A New Edition. Handsomely Printed

This
iLUs's °ne °f Ingersoll’s masterpieces. The encounter with Gladstone drew forth all his powers. In logic, wit,

pesSa 10n>and controversial dexterity, this pamphlet is almost, if not quite, unrivalled. It also contains some
in tliJG 2™ suPerb poetry. Freethinkers should read it frequently. It will furnish them with hints and points
they i,'r fr'endly discussions with Christians. They should likewise lend it to their orthodox friends whenever

ave an opportunity.
PRICE FOURPENCE.

LONDON : THE FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING COMPANY, LIMITED.
Agent: R. FORDERy-28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

fAT GEESE AND FINE TURKEYS.
ANOTHER BOLD BID FOR A BIG TRADE.

lowing our Immense Success of last year, we again offer the
choiee of a Fat Goose or a Fine Turkey to the sender of
eVery loth order received for any of the following 3 Parcels
UP to December 23, 1899.

Lot 11 Ladies’ Costumes. Gents’ Overcoat.
5~1r Pure Wool Blankets. In the latest Style. Made from Single or Double Breasted,
1 Beai.Farg€e Bed Sheets a fine Plain Costume Cloth in Black, Navy, Brown, or Grey.
I Tah~tiful Quilt, any Color.
db C1I§QWRQ 2is. Carriage Paid. Made to_Measu_re.

2is. Carriage Paid.

An f@Ce ClothinK Tea. Samples and Measurement Form
2ls- Carriage Paid. Free. Measurement Form Free.

Only Orders Accompanied by CASEl are ® '~ er{aprinted in the

sent away on Decembers, anc”™”

JW.GOTT, 2 & 4 Union Street, Bradford
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THE FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING COMPANY, LID.

Registered under the Companies' Acts 18G2 to 1890.
Capital £5,000 in Shares of £1 each. Ordinary Shares, £4,000. Deferred Shares, £1-0"

The Ordinary Shares are Offered for Subscription, and are Payable as follows
2s. 6d. perShare on Application.

5s. od. s ,, Allotment.

2s. 6d. y ,, December 31, 1899.

tos. od. s in Subsequent Calls, at one month’s notice, as may be required.

DIRECTORS.
George Anderson, 35a Great George-street, West- Charles W atts, 24 Carminia-road, Balham, S.W-
minster, S.W. Robert Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.
Samuel Hartmann, 21 Australian Avenue, E.C. G. W. Foote, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.
Temporary Office— 377 Strand, London, W.C. Secretary— E. M. Vance (Miss).
PROSPECTUS.

"
T he Freethought Publishing Company, Limited, has been formed to acquire and take over the copyright of.1

weelklly died 'the Freethlnker tege'ther with ‘the stock of'bodks and pamphlets connected thel™ ~
goed\mﬁ 6% tht Business ;—and to-conflnue—puBlishing the—said—newspaper, and selling the S3iid BES™

pamphlets and issuing fresh publlcatlons of a similar character ; and also to engage in any other business

may be convenient and beneficial to the Company. ST*-IES

The nominal Capital of the Company is ¢£5,000, in Shares of (£1 each. Of these 4,000 are Ordinary ~
and 1,000 Deferred Shares. The whole of the Deferred Shares, bearing no dividend until Ordinary Shares
(E5 per cent, per annum, are subscribed by the Vendor. The Ordinary Shares are offered for general subsc/i-t

Mr. G. W. Foote, the Vendor, agrees to take (£2,000 for his interest in the Freethinker and for the s /.
books and pamphlets as it stands. Of this sum ¢£1,000 is to be retained by the Board and applied to  eis
ment in full of the 1,000 Deferred Shares subscribed by the Vendor. The remainder of the purchase
payable as follows :—¢£250 on taking possession, and the balance in five instalments at intervals of three

Mr. Foote also binds himself by agreement to act as Editor of the Freethinker, and as Managing D*
the Company, at a salary, or salary and percentage, to be determined from time to time between himself *
Board. Provision is made by an arbitration clause for any difference that may arise as to function or sa- V *
point or points of difference being submitted to two independent referees and an umpire. The term of t
ment is for ten years.

The Directors consider that the Vendor, by binding himself to stand by the Company for a lengthy”<«1
and by investing one-half of the purchase money in Deferred Shares, whose value will chiefly depend up®°n
gives ample prowof of his bondfides in promoting the Company, and 0f his confidence in ifs success. \
The Directors have no doubt that the Company will be able to pay a reasonable dividend to Shar . jjiJ

besides placing the literary propaganda of Freethought upon a sound business footing They are con sidL
ti., LR r— o r 4 P TPV A DU | -i. .1 j r* DF e nbC ~ .itu

be relatively very large, considering the published price of the journal, they are also satishea \\i
adequate Capital which is now sought, a good profit may be derived from the publication of books and P* Nthb
A public for such works is already assured, and may be extended ; and access to this public is guarantee
cost through the Freethinker.

In offering these 4,000 Ordinary Shares— less those subscribed by the Signatories of the Memorn' )
Articles— to the members of the Freenhoulghl partyy the Directors hawe 09 dgubt as to the resulty o
view of the numerous preliminary promises of support which have been received and publicly acknowle b

P.S.— According to the Articles of Association— copies of which can be obtained at the Office at ’-g\)\,{u)F/\
One Shilling— the Directors have power to receive payment infull at any time from Shareholders. fbo- ilSsist
up the full amount of their Shares will, of course, cover their whole liability at once, and will material y
Company at the outset.

APPLICATION FORM FOR ORDINARY SHARES.
TO THE DIRECTORS OF THE FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING COMPANY, Limited- J

Gentlemen,— Having paid to the Company’s Secretary the sum of ¢£ ..o, belnar - a de IC]—‘a
2s. 6d. per Share on application for...........ccccoieiiienenn. Shares of ¢(£1 each in the above-named Comp3
you to allot me that number of Shares, and | agree to accept the same or any smaller number ™
allotted to me, subject to the Memorandum and Articles of Association, and upon the terms of Ue »
Prospectus ; and | authorise you to place my name on the Register of Members in respect of the Share™ e dl
to me, and | agree to pay the further instalments upon such allotted Shares as the same shall bcc 1
required by the said Prospectus. In the event of my not receiving an allotment, the amount to be re 1

Name (in full).
Address

DeSCrIPLION . ..ciiieiie e Date...cccooes ceveieeieee e,

All Cheques, etc., to be made payable to the Company, and crossed.

Published for the IFrketiiougiit Publishing ComPANV, Limited, by R. FdRDEft, 28 Stonecutter-street, tondol'



