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Old Nick Again.

ij ————— -

Poetr ~as always been a popular character with the
Ile 2 Marlowe, of the mighty line, introduced him as
tre his™°Pheles in Doctor Faustus. Milton made him
Mctler,° °f Paradise Lost: Adam and Eve, Raphael,
banael! Jesus Christ, and God the Father himself,
bun1l subordinate figures, and the greatest of them
Qxir e shadows beside that tremendous Prince of Hell.
nmd/~- S £ave him the chief intellectual role in Faust,
fs hm the mouthpiece of the most daring and
f‘[Lg-Iﬂv l0u8fhts.  Byron presented him, colossal,
Mef.  jtaa”™ cynical, in the splendid Vision of fudg-
rter Shelley had some slender dealings with him in
arth Bell' Philip James Bailey— sometimes called,
Pat n°U4~> the man of one book—gives him a large
g2 S Luclfer in Fcstus: a poem which is great m
te only not so great in other respects because
lafPOet Was too little of an artist. And now we
SvenS?allsr than the least of these, Mr. Wilfrid

plunt, giving us a new taste of his infernal
'ﬁ?—‘)’ 'n Satan Absolved, which is sub-titled A
e tan Mystery.” Mr. Blunt will not, we hope,
tle]e Is as an insult. He might well be less than
S ~ st of the singers we have mentioned, and yet
thet uMGir7 considerable poet.  We cheerfully admit
'L the rlas ~one some excellent work, particularly
daw rc Sonnets of Proteus. He is far nom any
Podtical °f being classed with the smaller fry of the
tUenki;I Wor'd, who sing of light loves and cheap senti-
My OF les by habit, and bay the moon occasionally by
@) .~version. Nor is he ever likely to become the
Pets , tae music-halls. He has a high idea of the
Rl\e_ve°Cation, and acts up to it to the best of his
WAch *  “here is a certain dignity about his work
# dp,XitTiands our esteem, even when he does not

asPYSI(L admiretii. It must also be allowed that
wecho. * j.a? a special character. 1t is not a copy or

, P Blunf } Is individual and original within its limits.
f a . sees and feels and thinks for himself. And
b’\t, uJ'ter, although not to be ranked with the
ISUnCtive poets, or with those who charm us

n f(,MUSIC. and exquisite felicities, will always
T o ,ICnhce amongst the public— no doubt a small
nr,~ PPjeciate substance and sincerity. ]
Oftiv a few words on Mr. Blunt himself. He isa

» forln and chivalrous nature ©One to sympathise

tv Put H/YiJ 10Pes and lost causes. We remember how
A tirY™ Jprtune at the service of Arabi Pascha. At

9% a “e.National Secular Society, which is not
ksP«ct 1f,~2l'f'cal association, sent Mr. Blunt a vote OL
J.Hfof ais action, and a cheque for five pounds on

had Arabi Pascha defence fund; and the present
. fhe honor of proposing that vote himself
7 ilkids,°ne had bombarded Alexandria and car-m
f thfyPtian “ repels’ ” position out in the desert, and
K Imi% %Sauj) hﬁ wasg et WL with noixidv
*°°k hirabl ,/ascha was ? -isoner, Mr Glad , .
.- V¥ M Prisqner, }rled son.e bastard
& in V33 B fhightfel T
o JPtian « In§>as far a
fmeminpvr0t ” had at le<-
V r Munf limse”™ Since then
But' ?XcePt as a poet and a
aall @ 1 aPpears that he hal
Rx *bis . °fS against the empire
X, hefOr rat” now finds express
Ng, us- Mr. Blunt give
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tisi',;; , ;pulling through the catastrophe.
.at ‘cai jdone is to start afresh.
ven, |and another life-form must be chosen “ free from the
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where God the Father congratulates the whole establish-
ment that all is going on well in the world, until Satan
appears and impeaches the entire mundane creation, at
least as it stands under the lordship of Man. Satan
reminds the Lord that the original row in heaven was
over the creation of this same Homo. It was a mon-
strous mistake to develop the rulers of this planet from
the lewd, bare-buttocked simian. Any other progenitor
would have done better— from an elephant down to a
butterfly. A lurid picture is drawn of man’s inhumanity
to man, his murderous treatment of the lower animals,
and his awful selfishness and hypocrisy. Thereupon
the Lord God, who really ought to have known all

this himself, is shocked and ashamed. Evidently he
did no good by sending his Son into the world.
What is to be done then? Another messenger

must be sent, but that messenger will have to die on
the earth, and from death there is no recovery. No
archangel cares for the task. But this is Satan’s great
opportunity. He is weary of immortality, and he
volunteers to go himself. What he is going to do,
and how he is going to do it, is not very clear. All we
see is that God has failed, and the Devil is to have a
chance.

Mr. Blunt is evidently like the rest of us. He finds
it easier to criticise than to improve ; easier to diagnose
than to remedy. And this suggests the folly of un-
limited denunciation. Was it not Fielding— brave,
‘Wise grev.i-hearted Harry Fielding—who said it was
no use damning the nature of things? One must
either leave the world in disgust, or stay in it and do
the best one can to mend it. Any other course is
illogical. And what is the way to mend it? Certainly
not wholesale impeachment, either of mankind at large
or of any particular race. But thisis the vein of reform
into which Mr. Blunt has fallen. Take the following
passage, for instance, in which Satan ends his diatribe
against Man by impeaching the sanguinary Saxon :—

The red Japhetic stock of the bare plain & i rolled
A base-born horde on Rome erewh'Y a iust ofgold.
Tide following- tide, the Goth, G; 1> Vandal, Torn 1
Spewed forth from the white Xoj . 1=dorr

In the fair southern lands, with lumft at heir 1

And rapine in their van, armed to the r

These made their spoil of a’ P

Its wealth, its beauty stc 1. >
Her long renown, her «e —a*
And with the rest her <
From this wild, bitter > e .ra
New Christ, idom upv .amed creed,
Fagan in spite of Chr- ust down
Still ruled it 4 i tl-- to renown,
Ay 'nTh e sword,
And or * s abhorred.
Like hulls ., liw veNthey seized the prey,
The him *md v . 0 should say them nay. ’
After tl Gaul the Dane,

\% ce sued to them in vain.

story. It is writ in blood,
d man, Iy their brute hands subdued,
or.5 the hungriest of the pack,
jii » M men call the Sassenach,
\ortran clog, who g-oeth by land and sea,
fathers went in chartered piracy,
/" in his right hand.

,0 » i-iuer, on bearing all this, that the Lord God
¢ants. to annihilate the Sassenach. Satan tells him,

I ho vover, that the wretch is not so easily disposed of.
iHe objects to annihilation.

Though the very earth
in twain, he would find a way of
The only thing to be
Man is “ beyond redeeming,”

-should be broken
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simian taint.” But how that life-form is to get on,
with the terrible and indestructible Man— not to mention
the specially terrible and indestructible Sassenach—-
standing by to keep the world for himself, the poet
gives us no sort of indication.

Mr. Blunt dedicates this poem by permission to Mr.
Herbert Spencer, whom he describes as “ the first of
living thinkers,” whom he praises for his “ reasoned and
life-long advocacy of the rights of the weak in Man'’s
higher evolution,” and to whom he owes “ all that in the
poem is intellectually worthiest.” Mr. Spencer, how-
ever, is an evolutionist. He believes in progress. He
is confident that Humanity is marching forward to better
things.

Emotion is more powerfully stirred by verse than by
prose. Fifty thousand leading articles would never
produce the same effect as (say) a rattling poem by Mr.
Kipling. But prose is more effective than verse in
matters of pure reason. Mr. Blunt should therefore—
for he can write prose— condescend to use this vehicle
when he wishes us to think. He does give us prose in
his Preface, from which we make the following extract:—

“He cannot expect but that he may wound by his
plain speaking the feelings of those among his readers
who sincerely believe that Nineteenth Century Civilisa-
tion is synonymous with Christianity, and that the
English Race, above all those in existence, has a special
mission from Heaven to subdue and occupy the Earth.
The self-complacency of the Author’s countrymen is too
deeply seated to be attacked without offence. He has
not, however, shrunk from so attacking, and from
insisting on the truth that the hypocrisy and all-acquiring
greed of modern England is an atrocious spectacle—one
which, if there be any justice in Heaven, must bring a
curse from God, as it has surely already made the angels
weep.”

Here we are on firmer ground, and we venture to
suggest to Mr. Blunt that, while his heart is well-placed,

his head is turned in a wrong direction. It is not
some special form of Christianity that will restrain
and temper the dominance of “superior” races. Religion

is a capital ally of racial and national ambitions. The
hope of the future lies in the sovereign conception
of Humanity. G. W. Foote.

Deficiencies of the Bible.

In the opinion of a certain class of avowed Freethinkers,
it is “ questionable propagandism ” to criticise the Bible
and its teachings. These well-meaning Rationalists urge
that militant Secularism is out of date, that the Bible and
theological dogmas should be left alone, and that the
principal attention of Freethought advocates ought to
be directed to constructive Secular work. W e certainly
are not unmindful of the necessity of expounding the
positive side of Rationalist principles; but, in our opinion,
that is not enough. The Church party are still active
in obstructing progressive thought, and the Bible is the
principal weapon they use in their retarding work. Even
many of those who profess to take a “ rational ” view
of the Bible extol it as being the best book for human
guidance. A greater fallacy, in our opinion, was never
promulgated. So long as this delusion is taught, and
the thoughtless multitude believe it, our duty as
Secularists is to expose the deficiencies of the book as
a monitor in daily life.

We have frequently contended jp these columns that
the Bible is quite inadequate and miaVading as a teacher
of history, philosophy, and ethics, and thw we propose
to show that it is equally' deficient as an c-.-positor of
science. This last drawback deprives the book of any
value as an active factor in the secular advancemuit of
the human race, for the simple reason that it is to scierre
we are indebted for the progress that has been made in
the material condition of society. All intelligent thought
to-day is more or less influenced by natural science. Old
opinions, not only in the domain of the material, but also
in that of the intellectual and moral, have to be remoulded
or abolished in obedience to the dictates of the higher
knowledge that we have attained of the workings of
natural law. That which cannot be reconciled with
science must be pronounced as out of harmony with the
genius of the epoch. We do not, of course, allege that
physical science covers the entire field of knowledge,
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but we do contend that there is no phase of ™ jfjes
that is not very largely moulded by modern disco’
Scientific truth can no longer be successfully opP ~
even by the most dogmatic theologian, and it ~
too powerful and too widely known to allow itse ~
even ignored. Hence, whatever opinions areadv. =~
the pretence put forward in their favor usually ~
they are in harmony with science. The difficul
ever, too often lies in making good this claim*  assat
We are aware that many professed christians jf
that the Bible does not pretend to teach scl® thal
this were true, it would corroborate our conten 1 fifjp
the book is but of little use as a practical insr sd
mundane affairs. Besides, the Bible, which is s/ ns**
to contain all that is necessary for the requir  jjfch
mankind, ought to inculcate the facts of science”™t.
as we have said, confer upon them the greates wiitten
Moreover, a book which professes to have be stridiCn
under Divine inspiration for the guidance and *. ut
of the human race should not only teach su ctid$
should expound its truths in such a concise an “tach

manner that, while harmonising with the facts L it
it should also commend itself to the judgmen iJ tdle
lect of the humblest of the land. But the ‘ jarge*
Bible does refer to scientific subjects, and dp

with matters that fall within the region in w?,not™v
reigns supreme. Kalisch says : “ The Bible ~,,jsb 1’
upon the creation; it attempts, indeed, to facts,,,
history ; but in this account it expresses a, jgdU

which the researches of science cannot sane 1 tfl13
the subject of creation is not the only topic j, O3
the book states the very opposite to "ha 7jjO™ .

Surely when and how man was made, t' j-cei
of the solar system, and the mode by ng‘ éés aﬁéep
death entered the world, are scientific ques l—n {ngl\
with other similar subjects, are dwelt uP°a .[[sliov s
and a reference to its statements thereof s &'|¥tes .,
science and the Bible are not on the nios r;eS *
The truth is, there have been but few ~hited ith SRR
magnitude in science that have not ex
way the fallacy of portions of.the.Bible. nStfeirei
the days of Moses might have been consia’-
and in accordance, with the laws of nature, f
since proved to be incorrect | and WH& % f P
natural laws subsequent experience has s
opposition to scientific discoveries. ivtorVe*0
We allege that whatever is self-contra i . jsopP .p
scientifically true, and, further, thatthat" .je in?"
to the facts of science is deficientas aj? 00 qd?s. of
affairs. That the Bible contradicts itsc i £ subr ,fs,
of science is beyond all doubt. Ta”~c twOLCC (irst
creation as dealt with in Genesis; therejnmtn
and the difference between them as “*Stanc®: thed'
two chapters is most striking, bor n a,diS
first, the earth emerges from thewae > ~ il b

fore, saturated with moisture (Gene requi(fe O
the second, the whole face of the graU the br 6}
moistened (Genesis ii. 6). In the lls' j 2»"J afd
beasts are created before man (Geae the bllstl'3
In the second, man is created be ° ii the' fOfli
beasts (Genesis ii. 7, 9). In thefws > . j 200 j tp
fly” are made out of the waters (Gen ou X
second, the “ fowls of the air ure is & <liel
ground (Genesis ii. 19). In the I'rs » sec®. ,pd
of the whole earth (Genesis 1 205!, — dteSS -
merely placed in the Garden of Eden and' , (e
keep it (Genesis ii. 8, 15). In the Brst’ t(e¥%0 >
are created together (Genesisi. -f- , IUna"a jp"

beasts and birds arc created between 1 t:OnSbe pefi

(Genesis ii. 7, 8, 15, 22). The co»l»«* tialis. .“I
been admitted by acknowledged ,| obser 1,0% .
Stanley, in his sermon on Sir Charles y e3

is now clear that the two accounts di  rdenS°Mfir t

in almost every particular.” Uish°L ei, byat ed
‘The second account is manifestly 'vl () jje gt ict’\ﬂg

peripn from him who wrote the nrs coltr’

this tOl)clusion in consequence o ~yes-. pY3.
which he discovered in the two 11 many 1 ;jif-
frankly admitted that “ the secom *

features contradicts the first.” J* Jewjs”

“There isno alliance possible bejrrccOnci,a™L bf0% '

and Moderi.Science. Thcy a<L c,t, can«0* oSWEE ,”
Geology, in t* present advancement” cconr

'v esic»r'heS



'EVBER 19, 1899.

... Origin and Destiny, p. 45)- In fact, so very
fMd®t has this become, even to orthodox believers 111

tre Cible, that they are driven to the subterfuge referred
J? above—namely, that it was not the function of the
jilbe to teach science. We have seen, however, that
ts Writers did undertake such teaching, but that, as
niaiiy other subjects, what they taught was lalse

and "li'sl'eadin

teachings of

ace conflicting, but its statcmen s i discoveries,
~metrically opposed to modern scienti Gf
the alleged creation of the world, » ~ race,
an>the introduction of death anion» ... ;swrong
aad the nature and cure of disease, the Bible the pro-

‘aeery particular. It is also erroneou. 1 -. is heis
passive character of man. According rove that
jallen creature ; but science and expe ¢ |oWer to a
,Iscareer has been one of progress rOL, * s\MOwn (O
,$Jer condition. Sir John Lubboc ., civilized
at existing savages have not descent was

tutors i (2) that the primitive condition ot » n
bearW ,c; and (3) that the history of man -«
Progression,'not of retrogression.

t° sum up the differences between e stances : The

BEnce>we may mention the following human

proclaims the age of the world and ot ti™ knQWS

n3 'to he about six thousand Year ’ , nt testimony
5 » |§a®fcreation, antj it SUIBCOE ? *-&-—---

Bible lonSf prior to the date thus assigned.
tini); Sc- a 'eges that death was a supernatural inflic-

and the

Uv  The Proyed thatit is the effect of a natural
. fils; s . 'o'2attributes sickness to the possession of
IniPerfect

has demonstrated it to be the result of

ald hs,. Physical ggRdjtigps: The BIbIS §€, olgtigfaa s

Ro bound by the limitations of the. p? ' Of the ever
piedefpsive, and is guided by-the reve . ambiguous
Ny FinaHy, the Bilde is deficier irehieonfte

of stheory of the supposed super» "t and m its
dhSalvation, in its rules of ethical, conduct,

| r,[* of future rewards and pumpmen Bibie as
Secularists, therefore, d « a s our
v

1 &, and use it, so far aS.il hv the weakness of
th We test its ef?luency no y

P/, but by the utility of the P®JIJbleS W atts.

~Oger .
9T Bacon and the Awakening cf
* Europe.
¢Jtliegj —
pdyd so of modern European history there is,no

dx Cnis and 1V "iterest, so replete with fascinating
<ve °f the th. aracter studies, as that between the
isthtee«th. jlrteenth century and the opening of the
Hi, e hfe Of 1 ,s. hut 300 years all told, a mere episode
V ,Perl°d to ??tlon ; yet what a contrast is the end of

Mils hs tlle r, beginning ! The thirteenth century
Riveut a rj "urch all-powerful in Europe, reigning
feRd 1 ill the

Save for thc declining Mohammedan
1 O ii3sten,” SOuth-eastern Eortion of Spain. 1lie

Ple, hnh Was still unshaken, and the people, as
MR e S¥st Sealce BegHR te exist. I science the
psthel) siaem>with its flat and stationary-sarth
V > aticur ViInd ad cultivation of the physical or
S C | ? « I«? was open to thc charge of necro-
3% |,_|f not Ut?a&u_a chAaTge that meant a.,_J_qq_g IMgEisen
&<Plied ds of h-i'lIf Llteratllre was practically unknown,
».«ley sUcl \ ~riaci monks being the chief material
Pj'On € uikIWell pf Were :dde to read, who were as few

tin'bem'8:ned 0,, u rffnorance, despotism, and super-
A ts°faim a hands, and with them their accoin-

VO1#. 1 unbridled evil, misery, and degrada-

}919 %Ofsé}j” Sixteentli century lands one in a new

c’nonepler, -n°i tjje,labors of Copernicus, Tycho
th d>aP«°n of ,u ” ahieo had completely shattered
I, IVnind had 111? universe upon which Christianity
r’l, be J a,d the foundations'of a structure

- DN\ 1 1 in-
e 33 e\-/é_"P,!EESS’ n ﬁ_ﬁ*lrr S &%bxa%ae@w”af

e b MR BRERSORIN D andMERcch
Cto prr.’°!? op now methods of thinking that
e fatal to the claims of the Church.
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In religion the revolt against the paralysing power of
Rome was an accomplished fact; and, although Pro-
testantism was at bottom quite as illiberal as the older
form of Christianity, its success rendered religious unity
for ever impossible, and to that extent made for a wider
intellectual life. And in literature, to take England
only, thc names of Sydney, Spenser, Jonson, Shake-
speare, and Marlowe are brilliant indications of the
new world of life that had replaced the reading of
monkish legends—partly the ravings of dementia and
partly deliberate imposture.

It Is difficult to name a precise date for the commence-
ment of a historical movement; but | do not think that
we shall be far out if we select the thirteenth century as
giving the opening of the attack upon Christian beliefs,
and of the downfall of a Church that had ruled Europe,
almost unquestioned, for over 800 years. From the
beginningof the fifth century the Church had dominated
Europe, and before its growth and rule the learning and
civilisation of antiquity had nearly disappeared. The
museums, libraries, and colleges of Rome, Alexandria,
and Athens had all been burned or otherwise destroyed;
the civil and municipal independence of the Roman
people had vanished; the whole status of society,
mentally, morally, and socially, seemed to sink lower
with the passing of each generation, until the predicted
end of the world in the year 1000 seemed but a fitting
conclusion to a society that was in the last stages of
social_degeneration. . . .

It is udsual for religious historians to attribute the
inconceivable ignorance of these centuries and the
decay of the ancient learning to the barbarian invasions ;
but I have never been.able to find adequate justification
for such a statement. The barbarians who overran the
empire in the fifth and sixth centuries— itself an event
that could not have occurred had not the stamina of
the Roman people been sapped by the growth of theology
—the barbarians were far from unteachable, as their
subsequent history proved. Indeed, it was Theodoric
the Ostrogoth who made an attempt, and for some time
a successful attempt, to revive the prosperity and learn-
ing of Rome during its last days. And, secondly, it
would seem that the barbarians underwent a marked
deterioration after their contact with the Christian com-

11 *

mli?'%'sesl'mpossible to relieve Christianity of the lion’s
share of the responsibility for the ignorance and social
degradation that existed from the end of thc fourth to
the fourteenth century. From the earliest times Christian
leaders had set themselves strenuously against all Pagan
learning, and there were none other. “ Philosophy,”
said Tertullian, “is the patriarch of all the heresies
and under the actual persecution of Christianity ancient
learning flickered out its life in the barbarous murder ot
Hypatia (414) and the closing of the Greek schools of
philosophy (529) by the Emperor Justinian. Henceforth
the Church ruled, “ and the disastrous influence she
exercised on letters and science may be estimated by
the simple fact that during the nine centuries of her
undisputed dominion not a single classic writer, not a
single discoverer whose genius enlarged the intellectual
horizon, not a single leader of modern thought, arose to
dignify her reign. The darkness of the Dark Ages was
deepest when the power of the Church was least dis-
puted ; that darkness began to break when the doctrines
of the Church began to be called in question ; the dawn
was coeval with an insurrection.” f o

From the long nightmare of the Christian ages
Europe was aroused by the influence of Mohammedan
Avilisatign, 4t chiefly through the Crusades,
%’Xtmi?ﬁ'igﬁédgqugﬁif%%memalﬁﬁa sehelarly inter-
course when Christian vigilance could be evaded.
There is scarcely a writer of note and ability from the
year 1000 down to the close of the fourteenth century
who did not owe his learning directly or indirectly to
the Mohammedan universities. It was in this manner
that Christian Europe was once more brought into
contact with the fertilising literature of Greece and
Rome ; it was in the classics of the Pagan world as
preserved by the Mohammedans, and in the civilisation

* Gieseler says that from the Christians who came Into contact
with the invaders there proceeded “ pernicious influences rather
than enlightenment to the Germans ™ (Ecclesiastical History, ii.,

P- {58 H. Lewes, History o fPhilosophy, ii., p. r
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reared by the followers of the prophet, that Christians
found the impulse to development that their own creed
had failed to supply them with. The world had to take
up the story of civilisation where Christian bigotry had
dropped it centuries before, leaving the eight or nine
hundred years that intervened a hideous nightmare, with
hardly a redeeming feature to relieve the haunting
horror of its remembrance.

All great movements have their precursors, and in
this instance the first clear indication of the new spirit
that was moving over the chaos of Christian barbarism
was given by the Franciscan monk, Roger Bacon, the
most commanding figure of the thirteenth century ; in
many respects the most remarkable character of the
Middle Ages. Born at lichester, in Somersetshire,
about 1214— the precise date of his birth as of his death
is uncertain—he must have belonged to a wealthy
family if we are to judge from the amount of money he
is said to have spent in acquiring information. How
far he was representative of a school it is impossible to
say; at all events, there would have been few in
Christendom that equalled him in the thoroughness of
his grasp of a scientific method, or his knowledge of
physical science. Educated at Oxford, the memory of
him is still preserved in the name of Brasenose College.
The brazen nose is all that remains of the wonderful
brass head that Bacon is said to have constructed, and
which possessed the power of omitting sounds similar
to those of the human voice. Many wonderful stories
are told concerning this head, but the only clear result
is that it fastened on Bacon the dangerous charge of
commerce with the devil. Roger soon exhausted all
that Oxford had to give him in the shape of knowledge,
and, as was then the custom for promising students,
travelled to Paris and carried off high honors there.
But neither Paris nor Oxford could give to a man of
Bacon’s mental temper all that he desired. It was in
acquiring and disseminating this wider knowledge that
he paid to the Church the toll it has levied upon all
thinkers and reformers who lived in the days when its
power for evil was still uncurbed.

The difficulties in the way of such a student in the
thirteenth century were enormous. From the Christian
world around he could get nothing. To turn to the Jews
and Mohammedans was to invite the charge of heresy ; to
study the stars was to hold intercourse with Satan ; to
know more than the ignorant rabble of monks around
the most unforgivable of crimes. Books were often not
to be obtained, and, when obtainable, only after much
difficulty. Bacon himself complains : “ The philo-
sophical works of Aristotle, of Avicenna, of Cicero, of
Seneca, and other ancients, cannot be had without great
cost; their principal works have not been translated
into Latin, and others are not to be obtained in ordinary
libraries or elsewhere. The admirable books of Cicero
de Republica are not to be found anywhere, so far as |
can hear, though | have made anxious inquiry for them
in different parts of the world, and by various messengers.
I could never find the works of Seneca, though | made
diligent search for them for twenty years or more.”
Few words, but they help us to realise vividly the intel-
lectual vacuity of his age, and the immense injury done
by Christianity to the world of letters.

Unable to find what he required in Christendom,
Bacon turned elsewhere. Moslem and Jewish doctors
became his instructors— whether by personal contact or
by writing only is not clear, save that their influence is
plain. Through him we again trace the influence of the
East on the YVest, and it is for that reason that | have
selected him as the incarnation of the new spirit. Dis-
heartened by twenty years of disappointing labor, ruined
by the money spent upon purchasing of books and manu-
facturing of instruments, disgusted at the ignorance of
the monks, whom he describes as knowing no more of
the properties of a circle than its power of keeping away
evil spirits, despairing of making any impression upon
the thick wall of ignorance behind which Christianity
had entrenched itself, Bacon joined the Order of St.
Francis, among whom books and study were looked
upon as hindrances to a pious life.

His new masters forbade him to write anything under
pain of imprisonment, and Bacon does not appear to
have disobeyed for some time. But the craving of his
mind was not to be suppressed. “ Some few chapters
on different subjects, written at the entreaty of friends,”
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called down the attention of his superiors. Depn* ~
writing materials, Bacon was sent to Paris in i257.{$
a badly-behaved school-boy, to await the pleasure O
General of his Order. His pleasure was soon exPrejdld
To prison Bacon went, and remained there for ten”J,
weary years, deprived of writing materials, books,"
ments ; the first in modern times to be persecuted
philosophic heresy ; the first also of that long
victims that Christianity sacrificed upon the altar
ignorant idolatry in the futile attempt to suppj2®,
awakening European intellect. C. L

( To be continued.)

General Oliver Cromwell.

The House Ol Lords saw fit to advertise '™ g
impotence by a belated protest against the s ~
Oliver Cromwell. Within a week the sta jdi
standing erect under the shadow of Westnwis

It stands upon a huge mass of masonry, win . c)j t8
the fact that Cromwell was the rock upon " ~ i
aspirations of the Commonwealth foundere ~jtb~
shows the man, as Voltaire described him, . tjie m6
sword in one hand, the Bible in the other, an

of hypocrisy on his face.”

Cromwell has appropriated to himself ~ OF tb
amount of admiration as the central ~ugi j iftl
great revolt against the despotism of Char ~ pfih
real heroes of that period were such 121 ,es
Hampden, Prynne, and Ireton ; but their popuy
paled in the superior glare of Cromwell s. i
imagination is dazzled with the vision of 11  pieA
began life as an ordinary country squire, im ~ m
as the autocrat of the three kingdoms. 2 rmn
he played was neither great nor noble ; e JU

a successful general, whose victories 3j jiisP*

most powerful man in England, and who use n

for his own advantage. who 1V
The praises of Cromwell come from thos the

him as the champion of Nonconformity'

of Dr. Parker’s Temple, amid the RaRes~mbs O 5

and divines, we read the name of Oliver PN
he was the head and embodiment of tha per*;\.
of Nonconformist triumph, signalised thee ~

tion of Quakers, the hanging of Papists. 1 ryb<w
sion of the Episcopal clergy. Whean~. whan 1
made uncomfortable by Act of Parllam]eo(e“t

were enacted agamst popery and \)Oh y%
holidays were superseded by fast-days «

beitinef was abolished, Aot becauss it ~ Tho%e(e
because it gave pleasure to the spectato « ~ the 40<

of the liberty of the Saints, when freer ept &S
was destroyed, and no printin - allovved bai
particular cities; when book-hawkers an” " gCti

were: suppressed lest they should sPre:hl)Oxi°® LS
the Lord’s chosen ones ; and when e

,.~.e kept in prison for years, without ’\u,,able
tlon simply because the authorities wcr 1

actions-against tHemMiMgsoLale)

the Nonconformist Conscience
As before remarked, Cromwell owed ’\’\@éee

§tru
to his military capacit While
king was canducted on” constltutlonal lfﬂ%f aI stroll

in obscurity; Emt when H1e &?ﬁBﬂIHeWLo
became aggravated into an arme, 7 /~oSt 1 n
speedily rose into importance.

HSHG about MM wAS that His MUNAfdIB AL esitf

menced when he was verging uPOlloUng. ~

ﬁ@:m

V&

oAty
B

great generals begin young,and die) jjefofe je oiii
and Alexander the Great were 2 be bn/ C,’Jﬂtﬁ
thirty-six : Cromwell was forty-three ~ ceU
battlefield. His tUtor was an obscg  ¢d,
Dalbier, who had seen much —
pupil soon outshone the master. esS in

The reason of Cromwell s s K T {e
totally obscured in the
persons attribute his victories
of his soldiers. YVe are % ué\%q!
the lIronsides became good st ¢ ~flOses (L
of intoning psalms through tef,f
an artificial language, interlace e Lotd-

and garnished with appeals to
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U "tSoed by such rubbish as tiis.  All military history
im S~ a* religious enthusiasm is the worst thing' an
s ~ca' be afflicted with. We need not desert
Oftwoi's own times for a striking illustration of
ceselimal fact. If ever therewaf  «Scottish
Petists, it was that which opposed him and soui
Paign. The Scottish clergy were the of its

7 @Y every SUIEF WEY
_é’/oterlan orthodoxy. This army wed com.
mbers, well appointed, well poster, excite
‘ﬁ%ﬁdmw& Faised t8 the Righest piteh of axalas
by the exhortations of its preachers, an .t

E&é with religious enthusiasm. “%et in O .*
Ily anmhrlated by the-“*poor-—snahtféﬂé’wv hung y

garaged army” gf Qliyer £rpmyell. gac%refore
Petywas such a disastrous weapon tor

-f|Iar of true-blue
strong 1n

S?°t bave been of any value to the Eng 1 1 nered
a 7etrue reasons of Cromwell s success . Jj»ed jn
t.very far to seek; They simpy < rence to

m°dg common-sense methods, and in
ﬁrﬂ%ﬂ rles of practical warfare, \YE must bear
o at jp the seveRteBAtA EERAtYYY the cavalry was

‘itcValure.y formidable force. The infantry was of
\d jnfa ® 'ts musketry fire was slow and ineffective ;

"e- a rf cngagements were usually decided by the

Neartillp°St dcadly weapsR i skllful h
<uuigfy was notmngB more “t= !%
mOst battl

bersome species of fireworks. *
tbe cavalry lone which decid®d mosi(.9;, airv
‘perfect’y understood the importance of cavalry,

Rl

rxii *111 the earliest stages of the war he was C
y ‘«"pressing upon his party the necessity o &*
ewﬁﬂl(;her,s rather than foqtmen, “for one tr p
768 bl far mre aavamage the eause than W6 6F
,mcd fpan Aot of fopt.” The Riyallﬁ‘ cavalry was
rders's exceBent materi g RRR were
an" ere, thl aey wore little or no defensive armour,
in P and rc ore>able to make their charges at full
J™ntum. ?,In 1*e full effect of their speed and
07 Were ,c Parliamentary cavalry, on the other
v&"en Vpnearly all cuirassiers. These mail-clad
Irn— re at first “ Inhsters.” from
but
£?% styled “ironsides.” fhe overwel ted
{ >>ctn%e men confidence, %rpgo ovel ggnd’
(4 b8F§§§ that they could only charg 2t@ tt% S
M Oe hope was to bear down the J-st horse-
r | of man and horse. Thus, the Roy*»
I"U ed in Speed, and the Parliamentary

thess there remained

.
on both sides being goodJ tsed axiom
S ' Onof tactics. Now, it isa «cogo«* up the

ittesl ry'fgbting that the side wh'ch  re drawn up
seSrmre.wins the day. The horsemen are™® ~  Kne

aoe  nes, one behind the other. ~ enemy’s
c¢’nd linnd overthrows the ene"iyhroWS your men

o cOrfne-Cornes UP> charges, and and over-
< USIOn-  Your second line charge , ~ the
tsn~f enemy. And so the game g -de which

W Ltdron has eeme inte action ; and the s.wijns the
£estep ith brok I
this ~ charge with an unbroken totally

A nple and infallible princip O <renerals.

y both royalist and parhamen ary »masseS)

1BSldes X R
cesthi collected their cavalry into “,nsequence
'that tvted thenl In one charge. T 1 f talways
nhrew !? off'‘cer who got his charge sidc had no
M W 1lle other ; and, as the other e Oliver
“Well'O thcre was an end 10 the struggle. .
ét\ljile ofls the first man in the war to grasp “lus
sgonihtinaiie eavairy SRAFAes L ANl Wedr
Ak,.p. il 1 le gavar"gbly togi eep

re to rh rﬁ

"spl tu> Mitsteands so tHat it wae RIS SlHE Whie
ot~dheadpst charge. By this means he gained
% :er ntma'rarua?es at Qrantham, Gainshorough,
tOhesm as th[ .‘«ct'ons, until he had establishejj his
liCs, «weli Refe "Qﬂ eavalry-genera and n
B_U 10 - Wiple osar%e th‘eM E’F’ulesof
eals | H Partlcular attention to the discipline

the — . be was greaﬂmal d by the co

J fmarked reglments under %gg % W
thf0° charn-I, le Royallist cavalry were Ilght horse-
at ful The consequence
té?%%ai Ir ih ﬁ%gcarrrégeverythmg ¥V

time, 1t scattered their ranks and
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broke their formation ; and their impetuosity carried
them clean off the field of battle, and rendered it almost
impossible for them to rally or re-form. On the other
hand, the heavy Parliamentary cuirassiers charged at a
trot, and forced down their opponents by sheer weight.
The consequence was that their charge did not carry
them very far. They remained well within reach of
their officers, and the comparative slowness of their
movement made it possible to halt them, and re-arrange
their ranks, without difficulty.

We see a striking difference between those great
pitched battles, where Cromwell was only present"as a
subordinate officer, and those in which he held a
command. At Edgehill, Cromwell was merely captain
of a troop. Part of the Parliamentary horse happened
to be posted in the rear of the infantry, and thus did
not come into the line of the Royalist charge ; but,
instead of delivering a counter-charge, it waited quietly
till the enemy had driven both the cavalry wings off the
field, and then fell on the Royalist infantry. The result
was a drawn battle, equally disastrous to both sides.
At Marston Moor, however, Cromwell commanded a
brigade of cavalry. His men were drawn up in the
front line, with Leslie’s Scotch Brigade in the second
line. The Royalist cavalry was, as usual, massed in
one large body under Rupert. Cromwell advanced to
the attack, and was immediately charged and over-
thrown by Rupert. Leslie, in his turn, charged Rupert,
and forced him off the field. Cromwell re-formed his
squadrons, crushed down all opposition, and gained a
deC|S|ve victor

A great defect in both armies was the maintenance ot
the feudal idea. Each great landholder brought his
relations and dependants to join one side or the other,
and expected to command them in the field. The king
was surrounded by great nobles, jealous of one another,
and refusing to obey any orders but those of Charles
himself. The result was that the Royalist armies could
never attain any strong organisation, or be directed by
any trusted and competent general. Matters were
nearly as bad on the Parliamentary side. Cromwell
clearly saw the cause, enlisted the co-operation of the
Earl of Manchester, and persuaded the Parliament to
abolish the feudal idea and reorganise its forces on a
modern basis. The “New Model ” Army—the first
regular army ever seen in England— properly drilled and
disciplined, and led by the best general in the country,
shattered every force opposed to it, and made its com-
mander the chief power in the land.

(Of Cromwell as a strategist we have not space to
speak, and can only refer to Colonel Baldock’s Cromwvell
as'lahgo\lr\(/jal?’rv?nth the king being ended, the Parliament
naturally wished to disband its forces and apply itself
to carrying out those reforms which were the ostensible
cause of the outbreak. But this was resisted by the
military leaders. It was the Army which had raised
them into position and power, and they, therefore, made
every effort to keep the Army together to enforce their
own interests. Roman history told of Cincinnatus, who
left his plough in the furrow, raised an army, defeated
the enemy, saved the Republic, and then returned to his
farm as a private citizen, content to have served the
State and done his duty. But Oliver Cromwell was no
pagan Cincinnatus. First, he felt that it was the Lord’s
will that he should hold the balance of power between
the captured king and the victorious Parliament; butas
soon as lie discovered that the king could not be trusted
to serve his interests, the enthusiastic courtier became
the stern Republican, and signed King Charles’s death-
warrant. Thus was England left face to face with
Caisarism. The rise to power of Napoleon Bonaparte
led to the Napoleonic wars. The rise of the Protectorate
was accompanied by useless and costly wars against
continental nations. Cromwell then felt that it was the
will of the Lord that he should be King of England ;
but he could not persuade a Parliament to seat him on
the Stuart throne, and therefore the Lord’s will remained

““FH'J'”&%H War was undertaken to settle certain
national grivances. Oliver Cromwell caused the revolt
to succeed : and it was he who made it entirely useless.
For ten years the land writhed under the heel of military
despotism. Charles had failed for want of an army ;
Cromwell succeeded with an army. Charles attempted
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to arrest five members ; Cromwell expelled a hundred.
taxes ;
Charles dissolved
muskets.
lives
sacrificed ; and the country was compelled to return to
Stuart rule, and leave its political problems to be solved

Charles employed illegal
Cromwell employed major-generals.
parliaments with writs,- Cromwell

Thirty millions sterling were spent,

lawyers to extort

with
a million

by future generations. Chilperic.

A Feat of Hands.

" When Moses hold up his hands, Israel prevailed ; when he let

down his hands, Amalek prevailed.”—Exodus xvii. n.

Some feats of arms you read about,
And some you may have seen ;
But what | write this screed about

Has never equalled been.

The date of this sensation act
Was thirty hundred years

Before our * Education Act”
Filled parsons’ minds with fears.

The hero of this tussle was
The Hebrews’ warlike chief,
Although his senile, muscle was

As soft as potted beef.

This old Semitic hero was—
Though bloodier by half

Than Atilla or Nero was—
The Chief of Jahveh'’s staff.

His biceps won a victory
O’er Amalek, his foe,

And yet—though contradictory—
He never struck a blow.

He merely struck an attitude
Which struck them dead as pork,
In 29 North latitude,
And 40 East from Cork.

He raised his hands invokingly,
Which forced the foe to fail ;

His arms grew tired, provokingly,
Which made the foe prevail.

“ Here, Aaron ! Half a mo’!” said Mo.
“You see what tiring means !

Support me ! Thanks ! What Ho 7' said Mo,
“ Now God will give them beans !”

Said lie—without surprise, it seems—
On seeing some retreat:

“ My feat of hands gives rise, it seems,
To flighty feats of feet.”

Since Kruger’s God is Moses’ God,
His hands should win the fight,
Unless he now supposes God
Too weak for Britain’s might.

The Lord had once to fly, you know,
From folk who'd iron trolleys,

Which makes Him now fight shy, you know,
Of metal guns and volleys.

But Britain’s God is Moses’ God,
By Royal proclamation ;

An honor which disposes God
To help the British nation.

In name of bloody Moses’ God,
Each hates his foreign brother,
And fancies he disposes God
To spiflicate the other.

Yet Kruger’s God is “oors” as well;
And God says we’re his children—
The Britons and the Boers as well—
It's dev'lishly bewild’rin’ 1
G. L. Mackenzie.

In Kansas.—First Populist—" We expelled the deacon
Second
First Populist—
“Yes ; he'd go to a political meetin’ an’ he’d fall asleep in
the middle of a speech, b’gosh ! jest like as if it was a

from the party fer mixin’ religion an’ politics.”
Populist—* Mixin’ religion an’ politics ?”

sermon.”—Puck.

N ovember 1%

Acid Drops.

Admiral Dewey has gone and got married. His N
Roman Catholic, and, as he is not, a special dispensal
required from the Church. No doubt it was °btalll 1Ges
easily. The Church is always glad to let its female &
get hold of powerful heretics. Common-garden here
quite another matter.
.0t
The Lord’s Day Observance Society points.oUg3tiaB
London County Council that the concerts of theacin#l
Sunday League still “ profess blasphemously to be ai
ings for worship of a body of anonymous Di.sSaexraie)
are registered as such at Somerset House.” This is
funny.
. . . e shil«
According to a law passed in 1603, a fine of °a
may be inflicted on all persons over nine years o opii-
are not present at their parish church on Sunday. pain
tague Burgoyne was prosecuted at Bedford, in 194 70LntiS
been absent from the parish church for several 1 y attO™
was let off on the evidence of his doctor. _lsaac.c jn1™M

manservant, was fined nine shillings and ninepfB 5
for refusing to go to church on Sunday when ask
by his mistress. »

Mr. John Burns is opposed to “,industrialising y®%s%<l°
He is rather fond of phrases, and this one is .jon, b
justify his attitude on the Sunday Concerts 4V tas *S
flip truth is that ANF. dwne wairks to have Jy
industrialising of the Sunday as he persona o™y]Cils .
There is absolutely no logic in allowing Sunday yplief™
some halls and refusing to allow them in otherj Sunt
they are allowed they entail Sunday work, d
work has to be paid for.

Miss SEcdding, of Mire House, in the PA'ﬁ'Q‘?rf%%‘?)i'n
cum-Heck, has set up a wayside crucifix, Eﬁiﬁ”%vv
of “ fourteen years’ Church progress in this h, :
“ pious homage to our Divine Redeemef,~ and P~ tl,”
* the opening of the twentieth century,” "™ ' Bl jijd)i
doesn’'t begin as soon as the lady imagm ~ ,, jjoly *
inscription on this superstitious emblem aPWLCSG
Mother of God, pray for us.  Miss Spedu jg SLhwv
up another memorial to the “ Father of Got 14l
in the natural course of things, he has two p

should one of them be neglected ? py/Mf
. . . , .q the crouflL

Mr. Justice North’s judgment with regar . the
of Lord Rosebery’s speeches has been reverse  seju™edtfs

Appeal. It was an amazingly foolish and P jsSOw0 sCr*'0

Lord Rosebery was denied the copyril%ht o ..d
nrlii’li troc rlorlororl f\ \&dnritr tn” tIIC H

took them down for the Times. OF epelll
rse

cu .
The Catholic Church, which has bdeR the “OurtRi,» o#
still hangs on like grim death to that un M gl of >
Bishops are now agitating for a resioro” aubiic -
privileges of the Church, including Cathoii 1 t;00s
and the prohibition of all but Catholic Ass

N\ e

One of our readers has asked us 8|rta§ wﬁf‘fn’%’_'\d_o
Christian manual which advises common' .j lia'j£ iVjf.
mouths out well overnight, so as to ‘ uoMa “ uekA
it in the morning, when they might sI'* ule tha ,ues
accidentally, and thus break the church s~” all
Communion must be taken fasting, f1 jjiishanl jy1
is entitled The First Communion, and I*.R.1l froi'Jt)ie
fesker iNdiorn.  Quotations were given VAi-thel
Park@F T Ris Feeent address before the Council ot

tion Society at the Memorial Hall.

Dr. James Edmunds, a friend ol tccto , gu>ijt"ja
utterance to a dreadful wish. *“So 'eS ilioufe- jrieaCii
value of awful examples that lie some 1 Itcrbur)’ j,
be a good thing if the Archbishop ot ~a(ly
being the excellent man they all so S the dI™jivel*
thorough drunkard, often brought he ,.ere 10 i
Fined R shillings, > \yc liave not the je
this awful picture. - m that

o - far
A house of God with a steeple on It, 'nOt\WhjIS* |ly
is lightning, ! JatelfG pfAn
e e i 2 [ pisy Wil 0
posed to take some care of his own tei P’\ |]}:"ﬂILLi>, lh
these rather trite reflections by the ‘“tc Of H°clsliipgPC
recent destructive thunderstorms thesp> g0 \v°'poSe
was destroyed by lightning. There V,L)een M®5

the clguhrch art] tget ti{nﬁ, btl# if tﬂere ha .
wou ave had to take their c ancg. 3 10 b T%?%;Vm
c|,urch- 'f

aces we tif
.t they

The Free Church bell at Dunoon is
in the same key as the bell of the pa
nearest approach to union that th
boast of. They ought to be thanktm
even as far as this in Christian uni >
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Mn Orthodox Animal.- B ishop”™-“ Doesn’t shy eh,

| -Perking?” Horse Dealer-“Shy? Never! ~;~e-but
must be honest with you. 1 did know him shy once

!J&ev\é%sorz]igeg Salvationist Army passiti by! L P '

Sat's Biswas is in trouble. The charge against him is that
retive N'fi™ .money by fraudulent representations, He is a
»isbrothin?la,ana has been a law student at g_FQ '§ Inn.

According to

evidenee erPlsa*district Judge 'n Bengal. %
aitle H a Detective-Sergeant Seyrmour, tins young anu

aher 5 n, was >n the habit of visiting clergymen, and
mosd'p , Pers®ns, and representing that his family
tianity 'tj* ic,P because they were so opposed to Chris-
deady a b;id been baptised in several different faiths
morcl.jfh  Was aPParcntly willing to be baptised in as many
trethe cou'd find them. The judge facetiously remarked
la not seem to be a Christian martyr.
H/
thiscasi?ne~7sal’s the St. James's Gazette, in commenting on
ariass™f b'ls hyed in foreign_lands knows that this is
In of. cor>vert frequently obtained by our missionaries,
dl a,,,a the higher castes are not accessible to Europeans
Lamfg ties and traditions are too strong to permi

Irrih;:— of . tis chisfly the hi;wer--ﬁ-}os-,:-whc

offs Palose. foclallfj and can make a p
EO%V{HSFﬂé&s(‘)Jé‘éF Haptism.

B s journal adds that “ the better-class missions™ 5

Atomambridge mission at Delhi, have almost g>  further
fmpt to proselytise, and arc content nowadays ”

advance of civilisation by the example of their

et ~“Predicted “end of the w° r]S 1,Wa‘fh80f§§jg§ﬁ]tté¥

¢t thd at Tripoli to arrive on the 13th,'nst- ~ {hc syna.

gcwijleir wives some days previously t P Arabs fired
1 0,

VOO gt NGIEeRHRGE Y MO RS UGIORM

A It We  told“refused to pay &®es not

=y couieope (o FElRM e ndREaer &
Wirid still wags on.

doS6 }Ve*tni*uter Gazette has noticed a point "¢’ he One

p?ntei}ti°ns are mutually contra i  ~;ons are quite
~olatltUalists maintain that their conS ~ . ain forbidden
"privily ant* bereaved when deprived other, they
Ynyti*cs,” such as incense, etc.; anl® 1P ncople—that is,
trela;.at the tastes and wishes of these sa ~ P tjic Church

P raticf™ aTe'n an>way to be consulte <

Sn, notWhich are tO be adopted, jt fcrencc_ of the
V a matter which. depends on the 61> . “Catholic
Chte °n the authority and tradition outlie

Ht* How {Regp ﬂ@poﬁﬂoﬁ?aﬁ’ tn be reconciled we
r *y— Church Gazette.
4 . <i-T  train

fect V@&q@ﬁﬁqr%{ﬁ%ttwew%'1LPJ"‘t°”§.J°!£_>m fhe
gy Bate IS the” Lordts Mands. ity T
g.

Jjtygj *>egm u
i(r .K*Aoold v an*Public wealth on his relations in a

>lqdenti.~dYn/ allniany Hall to shame.” Thus writes
G~ Kruger, jr *n bis newly-published little book on
ILasrt corrUn, n bis, however, that President Kruger

HgPtian-OLchosen Y, cheving, as he does, that the Boers
. ‘bo piour C? c¢; and that it is lawful to spoil the
I>-  tttion 0d Dutchman is able to look upon all
Tin t* «—J mQ uw
fchgious sanction.

?‘d@ssttt%e °ne a}g) noticagh tinis “chosen. people ” idea
,r\""{m en "$>hnd ‘made it account for their uRSPEAk-

2f the African natives. “ They arc all
S-. “ftbe\rmbddus,"lhe wrote, “tracing their descent from
4§ t](Quthey,1..;(Huguenots and Dutch) the world ever
}th beim ~\°iored mm to themselves the title of ‘ Christians,’

& tho, I ace gre blagk prigranty’ ¥ ‘creatures.
G ~iddr an ini :i? People of God, the Leathen are given
v °n tile hop?Lnce>ancl they are the rod of divine

then, as were the Jews of old.

e as exclusiveness hardened the Boers' hearts
fro- RisSet,.Cvilised din'cult,” Livingstone wrote, “for a

v> nir 3. country to tbh that anly body of
\I&?,,fzills &P@‘b}ﬂﬁi comm@i attributes of humanity (and

\, boujj means destitute of the better féelings

o R “h one accord sek outj after loading

o r?o\l/sn NpS®end children with caresses, and proceed t
kug

. blood men and women, of a different

< v ) Al me di
it al to 11 ROSEEH of Hemestie feelifgs ana

‘ae tal f uiWh® | bef | Id
ety s long, b Lo

°rv 'btereld”1 of *be Boer forays, amon the
"When they regch me g’slbe to
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be attacked,” he wrote, “ the friendly natives are ranged in
front, to form, as they say, ‘a shiel the Boers then coolly
fire over their heads till the devoted people flee and leave
cattle, wives, and children to the captors. This was done in
nine cases during my residence in the interior, and on no
occasion was a drop of Boer’s blood shed.”

We are not at all surprised at the treacherous misuse oi
the white flag by the_Boers. Our own side would probably
be doing die same thing if we were nurtured upon the Bible
as exclusively as those Dutch farmers are. The ancientJews
thought pretty nearly anything was fair against the Lord’s
enemies—that is to say, their own enemies ; and people who
read their histoiy too much, and even regard it as divine, are
only too apt to imitate them.

This stupid practice may cost the Boers dear in the long
run. Some of the wounded Gordons say that they were shot
down at Elandslaagte after the Boers had exhibited no less
than four flags of truce. Now, if the Gordons come again to
charging the Boers, as is very possible, what sort of mercy
are they likely to show ? They may disregard the white flag
even when the Boers hoist it honestly. That would be very
shocking, hut who can say it would be unnatural ?

The Secretary of the Portsmouth Literary and Scientific
Society died suddenly at its last meeting. The Rev. C. G.
Lang, who was in the chair, told the meeting a few minutes
afterwards that he had “ offered a few prayers and commended
Mr. Balshaw to the Lord.” This was very kind on the
reverend gentleman’s part. No doubt the Lord would have
taken no thought for the poor dead gentleman without Mr.
Lang’s generous intervention.

Mr. H. Grimshire Bennett asks, in the Christian World,
the (to the orthodox) somewhat startling question, Shall we
say grace ? He thinks that the custom, viewed in the light
of practice, is often a blasphemous farce. He submits a few
instances to the consideration of the devout : “ A number of
select citizens meet at a civic meal. What is their prime
purpose ? Surely to eat, drink (if not to get drunk), and to
say convivial things about each other. Music, instrumental
and vocal, sometimes of a comic kind, always very decidedly
secular, aids digestion. Now, is it consistent with the char-
acter of such a feast to commence by singing ; ‘ Be present at

our table, Lord’?”

Again, he says : “ | have been present at the ordinary mid-
dinner of a Puritan family, when five youngsters, of ages

. da
aCCOfdlnGrégging from six to sixteen, eyed the covers squintin%lywhile

an elder sister, scarcely less anxious to begin the real business
of the hour, mumbled : ‘ For what we're about to receive,’
etc. And, oh! the sigh of relief when those covers were
removed ! 1did not blame the youngsters ; they were merely
submitting perforce to the usual tincture before the cake—
perhaps not an unsuitable simile for the customary grace
before meat! Butis it not equivalent to training children to
worship cant, to keep up this miserable farce? Does one
child compare his dinner toa sacrament ? Is it to be expected?
Parents are sometimes answerable for this state of things.
There is a father, not a thousand miles from South London,
who insists that grace be said on Sundays only. Whether
tills is to form an additional sauce to the weekly hot joint |
do not know. Cant works into all observances, but into not
one so successfully as the daily grace. | heard four years
ago a young curate ask, ‘Why do we not say our grace at
afternoon tea? | thought, ‘ My good sir, thank God that

we do not! Fancy the secret parish scandal prefaced by
For what wc arcabout to receive’! Could absurdity go
farther ?”

At Thames Police Court a Chinaman named All Hang,
*ho was charged with assault, went into the witness-box
when the oath was administered thus : A lighted candle was
laced before him which he blew out, at the same time swear-
Ing. that what he was about to state was the truth, and if it
were not might his soul be extinguisbed n thieesamie aummaiy
. Vet, after all this ceremonial fuss, the magistrate
refused t believe him—or to credit that he was actually
mﬂ‘g@ E@é) Dy it in the direction of truth. He denied the
assault'with which he was charged, but was sentenced “ allee
samee ” to a month'’s hard labor.
At tiie Sessions.—Counsel—*" Do you know the nature ot

n10ath, my good woman ?”  Witness (with a black eée)—“ |
dig ought to, sir. Which my ’'usban’ 's a Covin’ Garden

porter, Sir.

3" “To keep an

see as ‘e doesn't

eyeon’'im.” “But nothing more?” “To

get what’s not his own.”
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Canon Driver has been discoursing on the progress of
Biblical studies during the past century. He says the time
is now past for considering it a heresy to question the accuracy
of the Hebrew text. The only question is, How can the text
be corrected ? Well, of course, there is one reflection that
immediately presents itself: If the Lord didn’t think it worth
while to preserve the text of his Holy Word in its integrity,
why should we trouble ourselves about it? And then Canon
Driver knows, as well as anybody, that the only way to
correct a large portion of the text is to strike it out bodily.

Whilst, however, Canon Driver is talking in this strain,
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America
is affirming a resolution previously affirmed in 1892, That the
Scriptures of the Old and New Testament are without error.
The General Assembly may go on affirming as long as it
pleases, but all its resolutions will not alter the fact that the
Bible is full of error, and that vast numbers of the clergy
know that it is, however reluctant they may be to admit it.

One of the strangest cases of mixed religions is vouched for
by a Louisiana writer. A negro washerwoman of Natchez
married a Chinese laundryman ; she was “a good, stirrin’
Methodiss,” and Ah Yan had his joss behind the kitchen
door. Asked what the children’s religion would be, the
woman triumphantly explained : “We fixed dat. We com-
promised on dem. We’s goin’ to make dem Jews !”

“ A prayer was once made at Harvard University,” said a
speaker at the recent Unitarian Conference in Washington,
“in which the minister implored that the incorrigible might
be made correctible and the industrious dustrious. Our
aims,” continued the speaker, “should be to make the in-
different different.”

Rural Felicity.—Sympathetic Old Parson—" You appear
in deep thought, my friend. May | ask what chiefly occupies
your mind ?” Countryman—*“ Maistly nowt.’

The Rev. Ernest Boys, fifty-five, a clergyman of the Church
of England, has been charged at the Mansion House with
indecent conduct in an omnibus. He grossly misbehaved
himself in the presence of two ladies as the ’bus was pro-
ceeding towards St. Paul’'s Churchyard. He was fined ¢'25
or one month. Cannot it be doubted that if he had been any
other than a Church of England clergyman—say a working
man—he would not have had the month without the option

ofa fine?

According to our Spiritualist contemporary, the Two Worlds,
the late Mr. Grant Allen has by this time “realised the
certainty” of some things in which the readers ofthat journal
believe. Of course this is an extremely safe assertion. It
can neither be proved nor disproved. Nevertheless, it can be
met with a direct assertion to the contrary.

“The next duty of Republican France,” according to the
Daily News, “is to stamp out priestcraft as the enemy of
religion and mankind.” We agree with this if the word
“religion” be omitted. How is priestcraft an enemy to
religion ? And how can you have priestcraft without religion ?
A good many of us think, also, that you cannot have religion
without priestcraft.

The French government has made a raid upon the office of
La Croix, a malignant organ of bigoted Catholicism, owned by
the Assumptionist Fathers. This is one of the unauthorised,
and therefore illegal, religious organisations ; and the govern-
ment officials collared the fine sum of .£70,000, which was
found in the office safe. La Croix poses as St. Anthony’s
commission-agent, collecting money for this saint on the
understanding that he will recover lost property, enable
parents to find wealthy husbands for their daughters, make
dull boys pass difficult examinations, and help believers to
make money on the Stock Exchange.

“ Despite the .failings of her priests, despite many wicked
things which have been done by misguided men, the Church
of England is still the Church of God.” So says the Rev.
Maurice Parkin, vicar of St. Mark’s, Hull. For our part, we
don’t say he is wrong, for we don't know one way or the
other. But what does God say? It is about time that lie
made a statement on the subject himself.

Rev. George Richardson, canon of St. Augustine’s, Salford,
writes to the Manchester Guardian asking whether the alleged
decrease in the number of Catholics is anything for Protestants
to brag of. “The people who have ceased to be Catholics,”
he says, “have simply joined the enormous herd of infidels
and Atheists who now swarm thiscountry.” Canon Richard-
son secs the real danger which threatens all Christian
denominations.

The Bishop of London had better be careful. He seems
fond of a joke, but some jokes are dangerous. Only the
other day, while addressing a Girls’ High School, his lord-
ship said that a governess, who took her charge for a walk
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in the woods, pointed out to her how the bog- lr%
forth a beautiful odor when crushed, and drew %L%S
this about the uses of adversity. Some days afte

child was refractory, and the governess gently renlir- w,

of the illustration of the bog-myrtle. “ Oh, | reiJifridian
said the youngster ; “you said that if you pinched a On
he smelt.” Really, your lordship! This is pretty s

And the worst of it is, there’s a good deal of truth in

The Rev. C. Lloyd Engstrom is publicly stating. lj w
very high official ” of the National Secular Socieb sd
spoken to him in uncomplimentary terms of the 0
Mr. E. Pack. Mr. Engstrom is also disclosing the ' dy
this “ very high official ” in confidence—which isva jai*
acteristic of this reverend gentleman. Miss Vance)d Ot®
tary of the N. S. S., has written to him for the nam tic
official, stating that the matter would be laid be P(f
Executive. Mr. Engstrom replies that she is the P q
question. He says that he called at the N.S.S- ?
January 26, when Miss Vance said that “ the
not employ such a man as Mr. Pack.” Miss Vances .~
is, that she said nothing of the kind. What °cC of |,
this. She twitted him with the tactics of L sjed M
lecturers, naming Mr. Tarry ; whereupon ’\"\ting
whether Mr. Pack’s tactics were not very
WhICh she replied that Mr. Pack was not erﬂﬂb‘

N. S. S. Executive, as Mr. Tarry and others Were fatst®
by Mr. Engstrom’s committee. Miss Vance amrj j
said no more, and did not express any op pien W at> £
her own part, as to Mr. Pack's merits or deverits. |,
it was not a subject she could think of discussi b

with Mr. Engstrom.

“God’s Greater Britain " is the title of a ne#.
Lectures and Addresses by the Rev. Dr. Jhl%
This Is really funny, not to say cheeky. {wi=O(y~p
Britain “ God’s” any more than Greater FraFc thatP>

Germany? Has the Lord a particular interest 1 raliyc
the world in which Dr. Clifford happens to be Pe
ccrned? DA

Thou slialt not take the name of the Lord thy QQ's rdio
the Bible says. Well, if Dr. Clifford does not.ta dSsible-. jut
in vain, we should say that this offence is .nmP
|mp|ety of his title—nho doubt an unconsciou™ Q@
really all the worse for that—is just as bad a
Emperor’s “ Me and God ” in the famous satir

11O
Referring to a Christian’s objectic})(rjlinnntio°® fé&)"m
issue, to fighting..battles..on.the L0 MW >
relates that he was in the train on BREer T &
sitting opposite a clerical gentleman The baﬁ.l@ﬁ)ﬁ b
had been fought on Good Friday, and I sugs~ Ga
tried to draw the man of God on the s u &k kpf '
him how wicked it was to commit such

most sacred day in the Christian calendar Tlie ,11

had nothing to say, but he looked *€Y n
Wheraupon our correspondent abserved - Withaat,(i” f
benevolence, that it was after all, per™ "\ el.]x, ..... flt

it looked ; for there was at least a Prc(ic...

having been crucified on the very same Uu flic

in the compartment laughed outright, 1
gentleman did not appreciate their hilarity-

A man told his wife that lie had calcul<flc™|,cJ h'l
his time was wasted in sleep. His wn°

included the time he put in at church. A3

A . pronol"l’\ Off jifllj
German Lutherans, in lllinois, have.
life insurance. They say it takes a w
moreover, it is gambling on chances, an ©
as the insurer gets what lie doesn t Pa7.
seienee amongst these Christian stic '
ought to be all deported to Jerusale >

would take them.

S1)
JA S5
A eve

Checks to the Increase o* ~“etec”~t™p

The astonishing productiveness oi t  sCiei,f fA
in every branch of human endeavor,

invention, everything, is a comm
Why does our own time 'ﬁer %B 8. ' re!lﬁ’ rik

tlie Middle Ages? Mr. Francis ve flu G j bP
Hereditary Genius, Has soubhtv ;tole§Q -ﬂ@@d@ve u
finds the "answer in many ag<m

commingling of races, [1te™cl?' my cstiiiiafes efike

absence of persecutlon Galton .. cethm! .prA d %(
years in Spain there were 3/ .}£ eo t,

291,000 more condemned to ba j eve'l 5 N
other penalties. Italy, Fran bop**%
stained by like crimes. Mr. G contain
interest, and the selections “ Om pjanx/

of Famous Literature will stun » paifi

book.—From an advertisement u
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

Member 26, Camberwell.

To Correspondents.

M-
:gi CalRIES Watts's Lecturing Engagements.—November
Man.2mbervell.  December 3, Athenasum Hall, London: 10,
forMrriCr’ Bolton; 17, Manchester.—All communications

Ball % Viflrics Watts sbauld be sent tg Hitt adi 21 Gaunmimid-iw<id,
envoi™ S'W. |fa Feply is required, a stamped and addressed
T,iy pe mi|st be enclosed
W — See paragraphs.
in $uj mEs® n.—We heartily congratulate you on your success
cler, 7 such disgraceful opposition. The elforts of the
show tu, “jeir «allies to defeat a Secular Education candidate
lseall v , e7 feel it is a life-and-death fight, and that they
fheir ]]- _.,hesy losc the power of indoctrinating children with
H T rrel'gious nostrums.
. e&al tn'ii 10ur verses have merit, but the workmanship is not
Dp Guo'l0concePti°n.
i2Udee t? We are pleased to hear that Mr. Watts’s visit to
“ranch , 'o-stlrr°d up the local “ saints ” to re-form the N.S. S.
Il'an beforelC\ ''f hoEe, with you, will be stronger and sturdier
frcsume ¢’ Let us know how the new effort progresses. We
"ill be 1, ?7 ,,? not want the meeting announced, as you say it
ourse) Weghajin ahy likelihood,” which involves a doubt. Ot
LiYNCE éﬁlb Le hggpy to announce any definite fixtures
&Ce' ¢ lﬁe OS There is plenty of evidence, and good evi-
QGLERLeS s ~ « ~on 1 believe all you see in print, merely
.0~ Lisshpf? 7t,yeur own preconception  Even the Daily
So; e British % In*a”\Me in its statements. Moreover, you are
& °f crime r«*0"®ake**?r you seem to think it would be a
a utcl”e °n *>res*dent Kruger’s part to cherish the dream
1? htlo be emE 7 *" South Africa. We don't. We admit his
. °ORr,..."_mbit|ous for the sy of his oW LaL8ain a

yannn

--«OUSE.—W e have not the sliShtf ' L Contributors tO the
57“7" niformity of opinion among*  articles, anc*e*Prcss
Qi hlmér- E\Vetlyywrit%r s?gns his Bwn & i 2MUSt ‘not b
su °Whviews. The editor does the ® opinions ?t our

°-tec* ILat we endorse all or any -1. ;s an admirab
abpmgltors-  Th;* week, for instance, there
odnI® °Ur reaH® °n Cromwell, and we are glad to lay
top erably fr °rs’. buL at the same time, we differ very

r and stat°m *le writer as to Cromwell’s genius, cliar-
We are not called upon to con-

H this WriliS”I'Insb'IY
AJ state ourl;? VI?ws ' on'y> >fwe wrote on Cromwell, we
ho;?Rk it ? . r <wvn views with freedom and sincerity. When

H nest>and ,i;,Lr. Tou will probably agree that this is a wise,

W S YsEr l,JS'"unified policy.
Db 1 'Se id Drops.”
N L1y ES-V.-Gardinal Newman's Grammar of Assent is
b*holfc)y written, and is a subtle piece of Christian (and
intll°* wiirte?;”~. You will not agree with it, of course ;
tia, Qtual pY *« mastering it, and answering it, is a fine
"il\Vritcrs jrefcise* Newman was the last of the great ( hris-
"h » JI' England. We do not believe there will ever be
0} yeon erUe~eelloe of Chnistidanity is too far gone.

l. V Better*— Sorr= to have missed you when you came

hick next time.

IM AuS'ht puM; ?.’u lo know you arc taking Shares in the

reCeii,dlue nru Comﬁang, Limited. Your application
the Secretary, who will send you

. ot
Vsbg,;ﬁq*gzc ITaE q:l ﬁ% example of ;i veteran like yourself

‘S.S S Who |,-,,WB *° °thers. There «@are many who can do
1 -
Nk o ’Q}tﬂw—%f"lllnsft’\n,]s%\/%nce acknowledges J. P.,

D\ -
" a?y. 4S, ﬁ%'\.‘ﬁ)y* Mr. S. Hartmann acknowledges :—H. M.
"to- 1 merl® '7 not intended to keep this Fund open long
A, G* Mr u" to Sllhscribe should forward their donations

* Hartmann, 21 Australian-avenue, E.C.
paiif. Ljade-"j.", , -Tw® Worlds—Crescent— New Century—Blue
_'@v%)‘ tiicaf'u -'I" rc PgRsamiento —De Vrije Gedachte—Open
,2>cln??—'reei'?*"Liberator—T1sle of Man Times—People’s
W ?s'Ve??.uHetin Magazine—Truthseeker (New York)
joRs f 1“inker. Daily Mail—IlIford Guardian—Pro-
‘@O&&“g Jor 23 th inker should be addressed t
ei-. <y the Freethijnker shou e addressed to

¥tr]e8{' fo aoE\,r%EE)l.

V ?lod,*";,! Secular
KKR® pRro  an
tauw™ontr,

du, runbe*leF the s, i°st'Plpce regulations to_announce on the

t-ie*’ r in a Coi scnl'tion expires, subscribers will receive
°red wrapper when their subscription is

*k

Society’s office is at No. 377 Strand,
letters should be addressed to Miss

m»%j%" d"fﬁf—i,,niu?t re>ach 28 Stonecutter-street by first post
r %tél’é{‘%ﬁl fI&t Be inserted.

stre Sb°uld be sent to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Slone

/ree™. 1l b° forwarded direct from the publishing
‘16 (RA Ifye? * the following rates, prepaid :-One year,
vERt k' sS' A4* three months, 2s. 8d.

o i—TRi words, is. 6d. ; every suc-
‘ El') MS%‘W' THIF{X
°ns,

. Oisplayed Advertisements —One inch,
" 43 2s. 6d.; column, (2 5s. Special terms
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W e do not want to keep that big advertisement of the
Freethought Publishing Company, Limited, standing on
the back page of the Freethinker perpetually. All who
intend to help this enterprise are earnestly invited to
apply for Shares as promptly as possible. To-day is
better than to-morrow. Now is better than next week
—far better than next year. The form of Application
for Shares is appended to the Prospectus, and we beg
those who wish well to the scheme, and who can afford
to invest something in it, however little it may be, to
fill in that form at once, and forward it to the Secretary
with the requisite remittance. The Board of Directors
mean to begin work in the Company’s own premises by
the New Year, and it would very greatly assist them,
and guide them in their plans and decisions, if the whole
of the Share Capital were subscribed within the next few
weeks. G. W. Foote.

Sugar Plums.

Mr. Foote delivered three lectures at Birmingham on
Sunday. The Local Branch suspended free admission for
the day, and made a charge at the door. Nevertheless there
was «@good attendance in the morning and afternoon, and a
fine meeting in the evening, when the chair was taken by
Miss Goyne. A l.ady in the chair was quite unusual, and the
lecturer congratulated the Branch on the pleasant innovation.
The afternoon lecture was followed by several questions and
a good deal of discussion. The evening audience, which
included a considerable number of ladies, was particularly
enthusiastic.

Mr. Foote is not lecturing to-day (Nov. 19). Next Sunday
he occupies the platform of the Camberwell Secular Hall,
and by special request will give his lecture on “ Britishers
and Boers : A Freethinker’s View of the White War in South
Africa.” The secretary informs us that there is likely to be a
full house and a good deal of discussion.

Mr. Charles Watts had a very hearty reception last Sunday
in Liverpool, where he lectured three times. The boisterous
weather interfered with the morning and afternoon gather-
ings, but in the evening there was an excellent audience. Al
the lectures were heartily applauded. Messrs. Ross, Small,
and Hammond presided. There was a good sale of literature.

This Sunday evening, November 19, Mr. Watts lectures at
the North Camberwell Hall, 61 New Church-road, taking
for his subject “ Colonel Ingersoll as I Knew Him.” As this
is the only time Mr. Watts will give this lecture in London,
it should draw a large audience.

Mr. Cohen occupies the Athenaaum Hall platform this
evening (Nov. 19), and on the following Sunday. It is some
time since lie lectured there, and we hope lie will have good
meetings and a hearty reception.

Mr. W. B. Thompson has been returned for the third time
as a member of the Gillingham School Board. Practically
he holds the same position, being third on the list of success-
ful candidates. We regret to see that he polled rather less
votes, but this is easily accounted for. A large number of
the Dockyard employees were working overtime on the day
of the election, and were unable to go to the poll. In the
next place, Mr. Thompson’s supporters were asked not to
plump for him, as on former occasions, but to split their
votes amongst the five “ School Board Candidates.” Finally,
there was a terrible and malignant effort made by the Church
party to get Mr. Thompson defeated. A special bill was
1Issued, signed by two reverend gentlemen, denouncing him
as an avowed Atheist, charging him with “ shameful desecra-
tion of the Sabbath,” and with taking a prominent part in
the proceedings at “ the Atheistic hall” where “ our common
Christianity is constantly reviled.” Mr. Thompson's wife
and children were also dragged into this miserable effusion ;
and on the whole, it is really surprising that he has done so
well.  Bigotry has done its worst, and has failed. No doubt
itwill make another attempt, but it cannot be more venomous,
and it has little chance left of success.

The late Samuel Seal was a generous friend of the Free-
thought Movement. His remains were cremated at Woking,
and the following inscription has been placed on the tablet
over his ashes —* Beneath lie the remains of Samuel Seal, of
Craven-hill, Hyde Park, who died January 16, 1898, in his
seventy-eighth year. He was the first in this country to
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raise a mural tablet to Thomas Paine, Deist, Thinker, and
Statesman, at Lewes, Sussex, where the latter lived.” The
mural tablet referred to bore the following inscription
“Thomas Paine, b. 1739, d. 1809, Author of Rights of Man
and Age ofReason, Foreign Secretary to American Congress,
and Member of the French National Convention, lived in this
house as Exciseman and Tobacconist.”

“ Protestantism in Scotland,” the Edinburgh Evening News
says, “is passing through a crisis of the utmost gravity.”
Our contemporary declares that the Higher Criticism “knocks
the foundation from Protestantism,” and that “ Unitarianism
seems to be the logical resting-place of Calvinism.” Well,
that is the beginning of the end, for Unitarianism has never
caught on, and never will catch on, with the people. The
multitude will have revealed religion or none at all. Theism
ar|1d Deism are religions for the closet, not for the market-
place.

Mr. Joseph Symes is fighting as gallantly as ever at
Melbourne, but we regret to see that his difficulties increase
rather than diminish. He says he has dropped, for the
present at any rate, his idea of a trip to England, and that he
must find more support for the Liberator if it is to be con-
tinued. We earnestly hope that support will be forthcoming.
We also hope that Mr. Symes’s trip to England will be
accomplished ; and, as before hinted, we shall be ready to
assist him in accomplishing it.

Mr. John Burns, in his recent speech on the Sunday
Concerts question at the London County Council, described
hri]r_n?(elf as “not a Sabbatarian,” but a *respectable Free-
thinker.”

“A. Mugwump” is contributing Character Sketches to the
lIford Guardian. Number V. of the series is entitled “ The
High Churchman,” and describes the Rev. Richard Thinga-
mybob, of St. Allsnobs, Tweedledum-cum-Dee! It is a
highly sarcastic composition, with a strong vein of heterodoxy
running through it.

Professor York Powell, in the Oxford Magazine, pays a
high tribute to his friend, the late Mr. Grant Allen, who, as
our readers know, was a most pronounced Freethinker.
“ Grant Allen,” he says, “was my friend for thirty years, and
of the men | have known well | have known few who were
so fixed in their convictions, so absolutely true in their lives
to these, and, at the same time, so tolerant and generous-
minded towards those that differed from them. Allen was
always ready to sacrifice himself for others, and his kindly 4
help, whether of brain or purse, was prompt and ungrudging.
He was an honorable man, a steady friend, and a good
citizen, a sincere seeker after truth, and an honest worker;
and to those who have known him his loss will assuredly be
deeply and continually felt.”

Mr. Jacob Bright, whose death occurred so recently, was
something more than the brother of John Bright. He had
opinions and a character of his own. At any rate, he spoke
out manfully against our prosecution and imprisonment in
1883, and the few who stood firm at that time for religious
liberty deserve to be remembered.

The Bright brothers arc now all dead. John was a liberal-
minded Quaker, Jacob was reputed to be anything but strictly
orthodox, and Tom—the one who looked after the business
at Rochdale—was reputed to be a fairly strong Freethinker.
A good many years ago he sent us a cheque towards a sub-
scription list in the Freethinker, together with a brief letter of
encouragement.

The Frcethought Publishing Company, Limited, has issued
a fresh edition of Ingersoll’s Reply to Gladstone (qd.). This
is one of the great Freethinker's most brilliant efforts. It is
a masterpiece of controversial dexterity. For some time the
pamphlet has been out of print, and the number of inquiries
for it of late augur a rapid sale of the new edition, which is
well printed, as everything will be that this Company pro-
duces.

A new edition is preparing of Ingersoll’s Mistakes of Moses
—of course by the same Company ; also a new edition of the
Bible Handbook, which has been so long out of print. To
produce a proper edition of this latter work will cost nearly
;E£i00. This fact will give some idea of the absolute necessity
of a large capital in the publication of Frcethought works,
and explain why the Freethought Publishing Company,
Limited, has had to be formed.

“The Kirk tried to put down winnowing machines and
mill-dams as interferences with the free wind and water of
heaven.” So says the Daily News in reviewing Mr. H. G.
Graham’s new book on the Social Life of Scotland in the
Eighteenth Century. Good old Kirk ! No wonder every
godly Scot is proud of it.
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Churches and Things.

We do not often go to church, because the
delights of the place are apt to pall. There is the on'1
which would be more musical if it were less lugubno
There is the stained glass with its pictured Christ wF
ing the inevitable halo, which looks too much hN.
straw hat to be impressive. There are the If
Prayer and the Commandments, inscribed with
appropriate illegibility ; and Edgar Allan Poe’s j
of the Perverse ” lures you into insane attempts tof
them. There are the choristers chanting a melody'”~
does not enchant—a bar of sing-song made hideou* /
repetition. When you have heard it a score of tinf
the space ot a few minutes, there comes a year
desire for change. But the end is not yet. You
possess your soul in patience, or find inglorious sane' R
in sleep. You gaze abstractedly into the vista ofo j;
arches, and your head aches ; you contract your PC
till they rest upon a wide expanse of shining he>"
in the next pew, and your fist tingles with a * 0
that is better unexpressed. .j@s
Then there is the central figure with its faCl”\{
drawls and snuffles, waving its arms languidly an
fine consequence. And then the stereotyped col .f
of worshippers ! There is the city magnate who' s
stands the uses of advertisement. There is theJ ©
percus tradesman who considers the feelings
wealthy customers. There is the British matron-'~ jit
comfortable, and ineffably stupid—whose rega'f $
respectability is excelled only by her reverence I $
Crown. There are her daughters, not quite so (it
scious of admiring males as they pretend. An« $
the admiring males—c'est tout simple! Here' ,ast
sacred edifice, passion and piety are as natural y
ciated as strawberries and cream. ter
For the rest, there is an artificial solemnlty 0 Mef-
faces responding to the artificial atmosphere—th3*” t
done solemnity suggestive of the stifled laugh-"K
is more than possible they feel that way. it*
of their mental equipoise, let us hope they do
comforting to remember how slight a thing will PtJs
a laugh in church, albeit the merriment has an
sound about it. It does not require a clerical
to convulse a congregation. In the pulpit—thatp €9
for incompetents— the veriest dullard may ga'n*
reputation as a finished humorist. , . (P
These are the aristocracy of supernaturahstu » ™k
a palace among the gospel-shops. Let us ent j o'
pretentious building—a small Baptist chap
Methodist meeting-house. The interior is of ,I! (W
and rectangular plainness. It is the antithesis.,~
ornate. Not a picture decorates the staring white™t, tui
walls. A crazy harmonium is but little
worldly mstheticism. It were rank presu ™ V
oppose a tesselated pavement here- to- the-gifla] > ;
in store for us hereafter an elaborate organ  jj<#t
the countless harpsichords in heaven. Such js pidC
ratiocination of our Little Bethel. But the .aajwaijj™
crazy though it be, is a serious flaw in the 1°»' *;of
it makes us think of the fly in amber—we W
it got there th*y
The caongregation |s much more |nterest|n Q
_ ij i~ ~ m(EqL
bespeak sincerity. If the faithful do not ship e,
from lack of energy and lungs. The menshp gy, «
meant dissonance ; the women scream pc*”ll vM

is nothing to them that their hye'l‘[‘)g%heosfs: e e

i

doggerel, devoted to a savage
sanguinary ; they praise Gawd L
course, embracing conclusions 'thOUt %bp(eo

analyse premises. We may feel sorry f° trtﬂh

without entirely disliking them ; if the

told, they afford us no little amusement. e
The most noticeable members are
they are frank egoists. They will not i$f7j/

They are elderly men with high, bald™~ »
narrow at the temples. Theirsoarse hair a»-

Soccinuffi8,10 * abruP‘ delusion
red neckP t'S” 'eayinK sonic three inches of

irease.l °V-the colar-a redness thft <>
Thev rl I'ecise proportion to their rehg <fiav

glgHH(?[ par%gfl.\{ye/ ¥B?”go'8{‘e%' Hgfrec{s, wh«*
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°ften sandy than not. Equipped with these™credentials,
throw up their chins and swell out their chests, as
‘I roshould say— Behold a godly and upright man !

"nd they are animated with a vigorous spirit of com-
Retition. At hymn-time each wants to be a note or two
infront; at prayer-time each vociferates “ Amen! or

1¥dse the Lord " at the smallest provocation—
accompanying every success with a defiant glance at
,Isoutdone rival. And when, on special occasions, he
Is allowed the luxury of a viva voce supplication all to

'mself, the petitioner prays against his competitors in

that effectively exposes their “ manifold sins and

‘rkedness "— and his own fondness for the aspirate.

, lssori°f thing gives the necessary sporting touch
of tu Proceedings. There is the glowing excitement
the casini without their viciousness. It is Monte
Dro ,ninus diabolism. It is a sort of pious indoor
by, with the Devil left out.
can 6bave seen the House of God in two aspects.
di &Ya™or mission-room— what matters ? It is all for
of T atld Him Crucified. Perhaps the Gloria m Excclsis
a ?,°ne may seem remote from the humble 1raise
a .d ’of the other. But dog-Latin or bad English—
can’What matters ? The obfuscation of a dead tongue
in a°; bc entirely obnoxious to one who purposely spoke
sifarablcs. so that his hearers might hear and not under-
liel. Nor can the rough-and-ready verbiage of Little
aed H ser'ously offensive to the divine solecist who
Tli 'J ~ om do men say that | am ? .
Wiue, ‘otestant. votaries of cathedral and mission-room,
sprira  the infinitude of warring sects between, are oil-
0o~ of °ne parent. “ Holy Mother Church ” and her
fdd uC%rous. progeny=ghese @re the sheep within tle
ashunite Ge lddr<jn g2RIRe 1 f% IREARANG BF their stiite,
“hile si, 1M oursing the mother who gave them birth,
a®ihe si WeePs 'I1 the impotence of her solitude. These
°i them *fie fold, and Christ is the shepherd

But

%é] CXcludcd goats ?  Well, if the truth be told,
jisht Of ot mourn overmuch at their exclusion. The
S s aam'ly discord is very saddening, but there is
A cal, b,€°‘1Nlation in immunity. This may sound
eaTe re(let ‘t is good philosophy. And perhaps the

\h%ht ti'>-n may susta'n the unbelieving goats, or
leir sadness with the promise of a spilg,,

Byron’s Religion.

. lu,nors>that have show'd themselves humors,
‘dr,, tiyclve 0',JS !, ffoedmau Adam_to the pupil age of this
yti” ock at midnight.”—Prince Henry, in" King

VAmoupe

i»!Ti

%i:h‘te’ne aSiCalle” fiyon a * demonic personality,” and

wtidhal ,2d whether he was “ Angel or Demon?”

to’teihDor « bt' Heuve said the same thing. _L1ke his
. Voswe have all felt this fascination. He

a X much  Tre Nian a mere author. Here, at least,

*thuyd desnlp,, f Was like one of the Greek heroes,
rvas be lyrc_ c¢?nt>aild as skilful with the sword as
W fi's Voice  °ntpared with so many of his poetic
p. >, — s as the roar of a hurricane above
dis r.°f the foam of the ocean. Pd
AH ke anting words,.. like.. those of \ oltair , ti t

Jwhltk arnis filasB This man sang of liberty,
alist 1? inti-nl

. r cause, and died in her defence.
°lu ds ,P~Kal English race were captivated ;
hffihicOpe>comnlivent music thrilled to the very heart

t0' T lln* a wh°le continent, as at a god’s

, POrV, r Once more towards the altars of

t>0>°n isan . .
l-e &enCiGpt q| preciated more than any other English
adopells °f h;s 1a \espearc, on the continent. He led

giNtniré‘!tLeOz%\évalfa['? countr r(1),1a P'th%rrirﬁlgge thro%;nh

cd as no other wri ever clohe
hi )vhen , c a sympathy for England. From the
‘fiorg Mieroic a'voke and found himself famous,

ti fer i°lllatUin 6at | 'n Greece, Democracy never had
a Hoes lls de?H,ClaniPIl°u-

mieh/u0 Greeks desired that the body of
WGt p s BUW ¢/ be buried in the Temple of Theseus
-hoUH Was considered that the body osfttr}e

sf*r Ahbc niore fittingly be laid to
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But Byron’s admirers reckoned without Christian
bigotry. Byron was refused burial in the Abbey by the
most low servants of the most High God. To call
such a proceeding an outrage is simply to use the
language of flattery. The voice of the nation, and not
of an ecclesiastical corporation, should most certainly
have the right of deciding as to the proper resting place
for the greatest of England’s sons. For, rightly or
wrongly, Westminster Abbey is now regarded as the
National Valhalla.

“ The Bride of Christ” need not have been affrighted
at the ashes which once were Byron. She had buried
“infidels” as pronounced as “ Childe Harold” in the
Abbey. She had permitted Christian burial to several
by no means immaculate actresses. She had even
taken to her sacred bosom John Broughton, “ the prince
of prizefighters.” But consistency was never the strong
point of the “ Bride of Christ.” The fact remains that
Byron was obnoxious to the Church. Christian charity
usually disappears when the Church is dealing with
Freethinkers. And Byron was almost as terrible an
opponent as Voltaire, Heine, or Shelley.

Byron is Liberty’s voice, the identification of a great
individual nature with the spirit and life of humanity.
And great as are his poems, his own manhood was even
greater than anything he produced.

There can be no doubt about Byron’s scepticism. He
had a strong sense that all forms of faith were of equal
inutility :—

Foul superstition ! howsoe'er disguised—
Idol, saint, virgin, prophet, crescent, cross,
For whatsoever symbol thou art prized—

Thou sacerdotal gain, but general loss,
What from true worship’s gold can separate thy dross ?

The Vision of Judgment, in which Byron’s genius for
scathing satire has full force, is startling in its blas-
phemy. From its opening, with the foolish angels all
singing out of tune, to its close, with His Most Gracious
Majesty George the Third, sometime King of England,
practising the hundredth psalm, it is full of cold-blooded
contempt for all the hallowed paraphernalia of the
religion of Christ Jesus. Every epithet hits, every
line that does not convulse with laughter stings or
lashes. In the preface to that very profane drama
Cain, Byron sarcastically remarks that it is difficult to
make the devil “ talk like a clergyman,” and that he
had endeavored to restrain him within the bounds of
“ spiritual politeness.” The restraint is not very mani-
fest in the drama, for the Luciferian logic put into the
mouths of the various characters is strong enough to
frighten even a bishop, fortified with a salary of
several thousands of pounds per annum.

Cain pours his scorn on the God who takes “ his high
pleasure in the fumes of scorching flesh and smoking
blood ” ; and, even when offering him some samples of
green-grocery, says —

Ifa shrine without a victim
And altar without gore may win thy favor,
Look on it! And for him who dresseth it,

He is—such as thou madst him ; and seeks nothing'
Which must be won by kneeling.

cd, the whole drama is a forcible protest against
Tindamental doctrines of Christianity.

Childe Harold, his noblest, if not his ablest utter-
, we find something of the nature-worship of
sseau. In this light the petty religions of man all

Even gods must yield ; religions take their turn ;
‘Twas Jove’s, 'lis Mahomet's, and other creeds
Will rise with other years, till man shall learn
Vainly his incense soars, his victim bleeds—
-1 and death, whose hope is built

Byron may at times have hoped for immortality. He
:ertainly did not believe in it. How finely he apostro-
phises this longing in Childe Harold:—

Hound to the earth, he lifts his eyes to heaven ;
Is’t not enough, unhappy thing ! to know’

Thou art? Is this a boon so kindly given
That'being, thou would’st be again, and go,

Thou know'st not, reek'st not, to what region, so
On earth no more, but mingled with the skies?

Still wilt thou dream on future joy and woe ?
Regard and neigh yon dust before itflies,

Ti.~t inn, rvordsaith more than thousand homilies.

Most competent critics assign the first place among
Byron’s works to Don Juan, whom Leigh Hunt said he



748

designed, with an acute knowledge of religious human
nature, at last to turn into a methodistical Methodist.
Certainly the work could have been written by no Chris-
tian. Byron’s views were, like most poets’, fluid and
fluctuating; he was, more or less, the slave of his
emotions. Yet he doubtless uttered a predominant
mood when he wrote :(—
Some kinder casuists are pleased to say,
In nameless prints, that | have no devotion ;
But set these persons down with me to pray,
And you shall see who has the properest notion
Of getting' into heaven the shortest way.
My altars are the mountains and the ocean,
Earth, sea, stars—all that springs from the great whole
Who hath produced, and will receive my soul.
This is very like Rousseau—the same Jean Jacques
whose books were solemnly condemned by the Arch-
bishop of Paris. In Childc Harold this pantheism
peeps out again :—
Are not the mountains, waves, and skies a part
Of me and of my soul, as | of them ?
Is not the love of these deep in my heart ?

Leigh Hunt, his friend, says Byron was “an infidel

by reading.” Thomas Moore, minor-poet and flunkey,
was compelled to admit that he was, “ to the last, a
sceptic.”

Byron’s heterodoxy is fairly explicit in his poetry;
but his letters, particularly those to his friend Hobhouse,
show much more clearly that he was no Christian. In
his correspondence with the Rev. Francis Hodgson he
writes even more strongly. His scepticism deepened
as he grew older, but far too early came “the blind
Fury with the abhorred shears ” cutting the thread of
his existence. On the rude coffin, at Mesolonghi, were
placed sword, helmet, and laurel crown. It was happily
done. A braver and more brilliant soldier never fought
in the great army of Human Emancipation.

Mimnermus.

Should Ethics be Taught in Board
Schools ?

| desire to make a few remarks on the article entitled
“The Sanction for Right-Doing,” by Mr. Charles
W atts, which appeared in the Freethinker of November 5.

I believe | am correct in saying Mr. Watts proposes
that the Bible and religious teaching should be excluded
from the Board schools. The reason for so doing is that
nothing should be taught in a school that is objection-
able to those who are compelled to pay for the support
of a school to which they are obliged to send their
children. To this | heartily subscribe ; but Mr. Watts
secs nho objection to morality being taught if properly
understood. Note this proviso— if properly understood.
Again, Mr. Watts says his experience is that parents
who keep their children from church and religious
instruction take care to “ impart to their young minds,
both by example and precept, moral lessons and a
knowledge of what is right and wrong.”

Now I, with Mr. Watts, see no objection to morality
being taught, providing a code of morals can be formu-
lated to which all will agree. But, up to the present
day, no such code of morals or ethics has been decided
on, and, further, no basis on which to build a system of
ethics has been found to which all agree. There arc
many schools of ethical philosophy, but no agreement
has been come to. The ethical problem has not been
solved. *“ Before you cook your hare you must catch
it.” Before you teach morals you must find them, and
this has not yet been done by those who propose to
exclude the Bible and religious teaching from the Board
schools, and to teach morality only.

Mr. Watts says his experience is that parents will
teach their children, by example and precept, “ moral
lessons and a knowledge of what is right and wrong."
Fortunate children they who arc taught right and i
wrong. What will be the parents’ standard—what ;
their basis of right and wrong? On what authority will
they teach what is right and what is wrong? Where
have they got their knowledge of this? If the great
ethical problem has not been solved by our Ethical
Societies, who can have done this for the people whom
Mr. Watts considers will teach their children a know-
ledge of right and wrong ?
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Mr. Watts thinks “ there is no objection to
properly understood being taught in the Board schoo 1
but I ask who is to decide what “ morality ProPi
understood” is that should be taught in the o0
schools when the Bible and religion are excluded-

The reason Mr. Watts gives for the exclusion
Bible and religious teaching is that many of the P |jO
of the children who are forced to attend the scho® "
not believe in the Bible being a fit book on wHQjt
found the religion they wish their children to be ta t
They hold it to be a cruel wrong to be forced
and compelled to send their children to be taug*l
which they hold to be false. If this be just and re ~
able on the part of those who object to theology
religion being taught, why should a code of MOt f@
taught which many of those who pay to supp* ~
school object to and consider to be wrong

morality properly understood by Mr. Watts™ ~
not be the “ morality tproperly understood mayjrg
Jones, and therefore Mr. Jones would object to P~d

for his child being taught that morality. Tn'. t©
to be reasonable on the part of those who

certain morals being taught. If the Bible and ly
teaching are excluded because they are objec e

some, why should not morals also be exclude
object to them ? The Christian, Moslem, Je'v> eath
Mormon, Secularist, Agnostic, and Anarchist-"_w
his conception of morals and of what is n
wrong ; but they all differ from each other 1
Ethical philosophers have not yet agreed O %@)
of ethics, or by what authority they could en”/y"atdl
system of morals on which they might agree-

good and what are bad actions has still to , ™ jutll
Shall the basis on which to build an ethical co isd1
tionalism, Utilitarianism, Moral Sanction, oug’j

Expediency, or Sympathy? Can, therefore mu”
therefore must. Which Ol the above is *P rglitg\

of morals? By what authority can what 1 can9’

what is wrong be decided ; by what autno it

system of ethics be enforced? B
Theology, religion, and morals are speomj,ll;}‘t’\}dmS

jects, and, therefore, ought not to be taug®l

which are supported by an enforced rate, aéf 11

people who hold different religious and trio"
compelled to send their children. th's
It were waste of space to write more O’]jerattc
because readers of this journal have given th -jed L
Until we have
basis on which to build a system of etlncs- 1G3 ih {ch
found an authority by which we can cn  [jgioll'
exclude the teaching of morals as we Jar edudl
our Board schools and give a purely se”™ ;JKv S'1

Sunday Museums- K

Under the heading Sunday at the M'ISJ” frltes ]]%SN
Judge, Hon. Sec. of the Sunday f~ '~ 'tlona*
close time for Art on Sundays, at the ‘jttfiHP
again to be put in force for some montns,, ™ the wth
out interest to place on record the atteEﬂ togetlic

and galleries on Sunday, October .
corresponding Sunday last year —= M;

\%
«

British Museum

Natural History Museum
South Kensington Museum
Bethnal Green Museum
Geological Museum
National Gallery

Tate Gallery of British Art
National Portrait Gallery

Tl

From this it will be seen that ]]tlhlevegxr 1hat12ffd Af
attendance was considerably mof® Sy

a total increase of no less than t,*$8¥

to remain open throughout the

.above at; lance gn the last Sunday ﬁqﬁfla))
cult to find anv justification ~Ti-wlién so inill
1on the one afternoon in the wee »

to visit them.

y.r \

The heathen in Il,sJi
Bows down to Wonf f’inda" ‘T .

But after lie’s bcC - iOne- Jiff'
He worships gold a

pf
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God’s Senseless Cruelty.

An Open Letter to my W ould-Be Converter.

1 NIR=You sent me through the post last week a little
u°k R'ving an account of a very unfortunate woman,
J'f H. R. Higgens. | thank you for the present, and
® now make a remark or two upon its contents.
Iif 1SSBiggens, | learn from the book, began eary m
teto suffer from some mysterious and terrible disease
rizht hand—a disease which baffled the skill of
an, ~Octors. She suffered very acutely, | learn. By’
lat«"1  ker r'Rht arm was amputated below the elbow ,
to k her left IeR had be cut of ; then her left arm,had
left Vt,emoved ; and»at a later stage, what had been
C her r'ght arm had also to be cut away.
Witk ubn ker rIRht arm was cut off she learnt to wri e
s> left; when that was removed she invented an
km'Ument by which she could write, and another tor
,.InR the leaves of a book.
thy °Usend me this little book, if | understand \
Ib, Purpose of leading me to adopt Christianity.
Oe ha]iﬂ%ined that wav. the honk would have
eiter opposite direction. | sometimes wonder
hrious U ever think of what you are doing in
- —omatters. Were you halt as §Treat gnPRINgRIAT
kings social and commercial as > down as a
ur neighbors and friends would s _ recommend
h 6less case. You send me a book to r which
J your God and Miss HIgX®2XRY he former.
Posés both of them, more especial y . for many
J he lady has been afflicted and su'®ifer?ngs are all
a rs If Christianity be true, thes - started and
- result of a more than diabohea ant\ fiendish
Plated with all conceivable m. f criminal)
agency for over twenty-seven yea™ ‘, ne all this, is
the?vmtely worse than fiend, who * me to worship
WKk binS you worship and would se? Where

- A o , .
IV ot SHIRMEDS Yo By ABLRY ygY wish me to
ifslIP and respect absolute wicke 11 away by a

i Miss IbRRons had been bitten half® y~ the
NN U to

ﬁ%%voul have been pleased to
] % Ofen ﬁl%é? althougﬁi the monster did it to

A-S|li nger How infinitely more detestable is
Wﬂy tormentor and destroyer than any shark !

T HKis Kook FFe to) wership him | If he is guilty ef
e lyou V[ecords, I shall be glad to devise means
dn N [ ers to hunt and to kill the monster, |
.being that could torture his own
1 pod C!ig‘l\%ensitive handiwork as you, in effect,
Cp;.th*Usan 1SS ~ ‘gTgens, deserves endless damna-
Kursier Lmesover. And you want me to wor-
K mpouid ha Wherc is your sense of decency?
the" mPnsTet rave cured Miss Higgens, if you could;
fn ~hni- r od Could, butweull mot. Way, e was
th >d tr>°uher sufferings. God did the worst possible
her friends and the doctors did
"rshtors ¥Vl o°Udo no* ask me to worsh*P her
IpPed:v ny? Thev are much too good to be
Ssend Your God infinitely too V'I?—iie'gens’ﬁ Chijis-
r -j“ume nti-theist, '

book to ' show M» an
?2otan XAVLCt' hut it shows that. she 1 ‘e stead of obe>-

WVHARISERtT, Wohell God affligigd her, — eigers, she
itself herself and calli n, showed
” be ,l *?ctors1 By so doiuff would

~er BFyed THONG W E&Ament and had Nothin? what
1 ZWkp, ° 'vith doctors or drugs. yOu say. 11
FI;}/Véu :V28g~afflicted her he did s’
§rﬁ| trv to emd goodness! Then why did the

G&IQ/VGFSE k °Se h*m? Why call the doctors to

MNly ®for k! y meir Atheistic skill, what God had
\% her @Q ' °'Vn glory and her eternal welfare ?

"ea etl G Ct WaS shocking- and hiffhly blas'

£ left™ rt° \vrh° away her writing limb, he clearly
Ck~tok? then™ u° more. She baffled him by using
hSfh, e him i e took away her Ieftdarm, an shhe
dum ber inventions! Andyou call this

w °f Gorp bit disgusted with you. You send me
to vOr, L. %Ismmost infernal malice, in order to lead

I should be as likely to accept a
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rotten, stinking fish you sent, were you capable of such
an act. If you know of any good God, | shall be glad
of an introduction to him. But a God who treats
millions more or less as he treated Miss Higgens '— Oh !
Sir, have the decency to hold your tongue if you are on
terms of friendship with such an indescribable monster !

You wish to lead me to Christianity, and you send me
the autobiography of a person who entered into a fight
with God and trampled Christianity under foot in her
efforts to save her limbs.

| admire the poor creature’s pluck and skill, and am
glad to know that she baffled her tormentor, God, so
long. But why you should send her un-god\y record to
me to convert me to Godism is more than | can under-
stand. If you have a real Christian about anywhere, |
should be glad to see him as the greatest curiosity of
his day. He, now, might convert me. Bring him
along. Jos. Symes.

— Liberator.

What is Your Religion ?

These be stirring times. Young Britons are everywhere
fancyin% they can “ hear the trumpets clanging from afar.”
Young blood leaps in. The questions put to each recruit are
numerous, and are run rapidly through. “What is your
name ? Where were you born? Are you a British subject ?
What is your age ? What is your trade and calling? Have
you resided out of your father’s house continuously for three
years ; if so, where ?” are the first six questions put, and then
comes a fair warning that a wilfully false answer to seven
that follow will entail liability to two years’ hard labor.
The questions relate to a possible apprenticeship, or marriage,
or previous imprisonment, or previous enlistment, or reject-
ment. Perhaps the queerest question of the whole eighteen
or twenty is: “What is your religion?” It is really very
droll to see the effect of this sudden poser, which, for some
reason or other, is not included in the printed list of questions
given to the recruit.

“What is your religion ?” demands the Major ; and the
look of blank perplexity, the hopeless obfuscation that imme-
diately beclouds the military ardor that is already beginning
to scintillate in the face of the young warrior, is really laugh-
able, though perhaps it oughtn’t to be. Not one in a dozen
can give it a name. One goes through a process of mental
fumbling for a few seconds, and then declares that he is
“ English,” and another, after a similar brain cudgelling,
says he is “ British.”

“ * British " isn’t a religion,” retorts the officer, who perhaps
in his time has made more members of the Church of England
than all the Bench of Bishops put together, by the simple
psychical process of suggestion. “ Do you go to church or

chapel ?” . ]
e word “church” was just what the recruit had been

fumbling about for, and for the life of him couldn’t find ; and
the instant the suggestion is made he snaps at it.

“ Church—I'm Church of England.” And down goes
another contribution to the numerical superiority of the
Establishment. —Daily News.

Board and Voluntary Schools Compared.

T iie common statement, that Denominational schools give as
good an education as Board schools, has led the National
Education Association to distribute to its members an analysis
and summary of the last report of the Education Department.
A number of interesting comparisons are made between the
awards of the Government inspectors to the Anglican,
Wesleyan, Catholic, British, and School Board schools, and
these show the general superiority of the Board schools in
every particular.  The British schools show best among the
various sections of Voluntary schools, the Wesleyans are
next, then the Catholics, and in almost every case the Church
of England schools show the worst results. A few general
comparisons between the Board schools aud the Voluntary
schools as a whole give the following results:—

“ General moral tone and discipline.”—Board, 97 per cent.;
Voluntary, 91 percent.

“Accuracy of knowledge and general intelligence in
elementary subjects.”—Board, 85 per cent.; Voluntary, 63

per cent.. . . .
“ Quality of infant instruction.”—Board, 82 per cent.;

Voluntary, 58 per cent.
“Singing.”—Board, 96 per cent.; Voluntary, 86 per cent.

“Class subjects.”—Board, 95 per cent.; Voluntary, 85 per

cent.
“ Specific subjects taught.”— Board, 25 per cent.; Voluntary,

9 per cent. .
“ Cookery and laundry” taught to girls.—Board, 23 per

cent.; Voluntary, C per cent.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday,
and be marked “ Lecture Notice,” if not sent on post-card. ]

LONDON.

The Athenaeum Hall (73 Tottenham Court-roac!, W .): 7.30,
C. Cohen, “Religion and War.”

Bradlaugii Club and Institute (36 Newington Green-road,
Ball's Pond): 8.30, A. T. Dancey’s Dramatic Company in " The
Harvest of Hate.”

Camberwell (North Camberwell Hall, 61 New Church-road) :
7.30, Charles Watts, “ Colonel Ingersoll as | Knew Him.”

South London Ethical Society (Masonic Hall, Camberwell
New-road): 11.15, Mr. Storrar; 7, H. Burrows, “ The Woman of
the Future.”

West London Ethical Society (Empress Rooms, Royal
Palace Hotel, High-street, Kensington, W.) : 11, Dr. Stanton Coit,
“ A Democratic Church.”

COUNTRY.

Birmingham Branch (Prince of Wales Assembly Rooms) :
Harry Snell—it, “ The Higher Criticism and What it Leaves
Behind 7, “ The Story of the Atheists in the French Revolution.”

Chatham Secular Society (Queen’s-road, New Brompton ) :
2.45, Sunday School; 7, Joseph McCabe, "The Deities of the
Modern World.”

Derby (23 Sitwell-street) : 7, M. McGuinness, “ The late R. G.
Ingersoll.”

Edinburgh (Moulders’ Hall, 105 High-street): 6.30, A Local
Friend, “ The Antiquity of Man.”

Glasgow (iio Brunswick-street): J. M. Robertson— 11.30,
“ Sham-Fighting over Spirit and Matter  2.30, “ Clerical Influ-
ence in France and Britain  6.30, ” Christianity and Character.”

Hutr (Friendly Societies Hall, No. 2 Room): 7, Mr. Horton,
" Citizenship.”

Leicester Secular Society (Humberstone-gate): 6.30, W.
Archer, “ The lIdeal Theatre.” (Lantern illustrations.)

Liverpool (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square) : 7, Mr. Ham-
mond," The Earth and its Neighboring Planets.” (Lantern views.)

Manchester Secular Hall (Rusholme-road, All Saints) :
H. Percy Ward—11,“ Ingersoll and his Gospel”; 3, “Why the
Church of England Should be Disestablished ”; 7, “ How Chris-
tianity has Degraded Woman.” Tea at 5.

Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockingham-
street) : 7, Pleasant Sunday Evening— Musical and other Recitals.

South Shields (Captain Duncan’s Navigation Schools, Market-
place) : 7.30, Readings, " Against Vegetarianism.”

Lecturers’ Engagements.

C. Cohen, 17 Osborne-road, High-road, Leyton.— November
19 and 26, Athenamm, Tottenham Court-road.

H. Percy Ward, 2 Leamington-place, George-strcet, Balsall
Heath, Birmingham.—November 19, Manchester. 26, Birming-
ham. December 17, Birmingham.

POSITIVISM.

“Reorganisation, without god or hing, by the systematic
worship of Humanity.”

Information and publications on the Religion of Humanity
may be obtained free on application to the Church of
Humanity, Ncwcastle-on-Tyne.

THE BEST BOOK

ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, | BELIEVE,

TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND PRACTICE
OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.S.S.

160 pages, with portrait and autograph, bound in cloth, gill lettered.
Price is., post free.

In order to bring the information within the reach of the poor, the
most important parts of the book are issued in a pamphlet of 112
pages at one penny, post free 2d. Copies of the pamphlet for
distribution is. a dozen post free.

The National Reformer of September 4, 1892, says: “ Mr.
Holmes pamphlet...... is an almost unexceptional statement of the
Nco-Malthusian theory and practice...... and throughout appeals
to moral feeling...... The special value of Mr. Holmes' service to
the Neo-Malthusian cause and to human well-being generally is
just his combination in his pamphlet of a plain statement of the
physical and moral need for family limitation with a plain account
of the means by which it can be secured, and an offer to all con-
cerned of the requisites at the lowest possible prices.”

The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr.
Allbutt, and others, have also spoken of it in very high terms.

The trade supplied by R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London,
E.C. Other orders should be sent to the author,

M. R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAGE, BERKS.
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Freethought Works.

Suicide. By David Hume. A powerful essay, first
after the author’s death, and not included in ordinary e
«of his writings. 2d. ~
Letters to the Clergy. By G.W. Foote. Subjects  Lly,0ld
—The Believing Thief on the Cross—The Atonenien
Testament Morality— Inspiration— Credentials of the Go
Miracles—Prayer. 128 pp., is. pk
Flowers Of Freethought. (First Series) By G. W. p,
Fifty-one essays on a variety of Freethought topics. z’
cloth, 2s. 6d. ' e
Flowers Of Freethought. (Second Series.) By G. w. S
Fifty-eight essays on a further variety of Freethougill jjm
302 pp., cloth, 2S. 6d.—These two volumes of Flosve j rf
together a complete Garden of Freethought. Every niLmW
Reason and Faith is treated somewhere, and always inAP
style. Contains much of the author’s best writing. . Me
John Morley as a Freethinker. By G. W. Foote. w efSwv
references to Mr. Morley’s writings. Good for Freetn
read first, and then lend to their Christian friends. 2‘‘. pwe'
Is Socialism Sound ? Four Nights’ Public Debate \j
G. W. Foote and Annie Besant. Verbatim, and t
both disputants, is.; superior edition in cloth, 2s.
The Sign Of the Cross. A Candid Criticism °f.,
Barrett's Play, showing its gross partiality and s, rOven>
historic inaccuracy, with special reference to the IP AQeO
forged passage in Tacitus and the alleged Neronic 11
Christians. Handsomely printed, 6d. iy
The Birth Of Christ. From the original LifeofJ@oot« J
famoeus Strauss. With an introduction by G.
most thorough Analysis and Exposure of the Gospel
Master Hand. 6d. d.
Christianity and Secularism. Public Debate
Foote and Rev. Dr. McCann. Verbatim RepQ
both disputants, is.; superior edition in cloth, IS- « \
Bible Heroes. FErom xdam to Paul. BY & WafPde"
structive, interesting, amusing and honest; *n ‘ n
honest book on the subject. 200 pp., cloth, 2s. t31 j(aii.
The Grand Old Book. A Reply to the Grand c giads*?,
G. W. Foote. An Exhaustive Answer to 1 m\QiS re
Impregnable Rock of Holv Scripture. is. jclothe .Mjort
Will Christ Save Us? ByG.W. Foote. A"E " Oftbe.T, N
Claims of Jesus Christ to be considered the Sa\ pos' j e
Contains much Historic Information on Slavgfyance of ~
Woman, General Social Progress, and the
and Freethought in opposition to Christian Bi#®¥note
Darwin on God. By G. \V. Foote. A Rl an. \
of Darwin’s mental development, with a Il
grandfather, the famous Erasmus Darwin » ¢ »
passages in Darwin’s works, and in his

Yi#

jrv?

Freethinker should have, and keep, a copy
little volume. 6d.; cloth, is. .
Footsteps of the Past. Valuable Essays . —a prel

Religion and Ethics. By J. M. Wheeler. re*

G. W. Foote. Cloth, 3s. r,deditic> V""*
Infidel Death-Beds. By G. W. Foote. Secor

and much enlarged. Contains authentic. * st

of sixty-two historic Freethinkers, and in1  cveO n

of their lives. Precise references given as

8d.; cloth, is. 3d. u. .rjto
Comic Sermons and other Fantasias. / S"is

selection of the author’s best satirical " gemlO' efrpfxf

A Sermon on Summer—A Mad Sermon ccrmOllYlie

Bishop in the Workhouse—A Christmas niaryji.i.risU*l

Eve in Heaven—Bishop Trimmer’s Sunday first jer>
and the Devil—Satan and Michael T u atid i
Adam’s Breeches—The Fall of Eve JO>

Baby God—Judas lIscariot. 8d. imrersol!' deR"t't'll

Defence of Freethought. By Cotonei ‘ ®ade & inl i
Speech, occupying four hours in deli j 'BlaSp™e
Mr. Reynolds, who was prosecuted 1 , fee
Jersey. 6d. foot* .
Defenee of Free Speech. By G. vt. pen**, Oi &
address to the Jury in the Court of OLf* beil"ech> "
Colerldge,_m answer to an an.lcin}ent({:%}efu“yfﬁvs . pf
of certain issues of the Freethinker,
important Preface and Footnotes. 4l « \ °

Tha Haly Bible. By 09 nel IWﬁ‘ré’é_ZGSt "
Popular Criticism ; ohe ot [ngcrsou » n

Published for the Freethought Publishing )'\(])(Jon
R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street

NON-PCISONOUS PAAMT -
S FfCC

Resist all Atmospheric Influences. égﬂcg%cw,

‘Fisher,’ 78 Chapel Allerton

STANTON, the People’s Dentist, 335 ~ ~  cpr

House).— TEETH on VULCANITE. ~
lower set, £t. Best Quality, 45,.€>,. rep:
Completed in four hours when requtr > ab°vCact £
in two hours, H yau pay more 4.anyen i & A
charges. Teeth on platinum, 7s*’\-fﬁ1lcss hy %
stopping, 2s. 6d. ; extraction, is * B4

RS. BERRY, the Mount, 88 GeRtral-d~/ts. G
M Blackpool.—Public and Private t
medation.

Moderate terms.
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fat geese and fine turkeys.
ANOTHER BOLD BID FOR A BIG TRADE.

|:Ollowing our Immense Success of last year, we again offer the
ohoice of a Fat Goose or a Fine Turkey to the sender of

every 10th order received for any of the following 3 Parcels
JNto December 23, 1899.

Ladies’ Costumes. Gents’ Overcoat.

Lot n -
1 Bure Wool Blankets. In the latest Style. Made from Single or Double Breasted,
1 ,Targe Bed Sheets. a fine Plain Costume Cloth in pgjack, Navy, Brown, or Grey.
t 'l.'.S’7 Quilt any Color.
lib ¢ ecloth’ 21s. Carriage Paid. Made to Measure.
Al rCe ~ otlling Tea. Samples and Measurement Form 21s. Carriage Paid.

Carriage Paid. Free. Measurement Form Free.

o Wy Orders Accompanied by CASH are Eligible for Prizes.

~rizOs sent away on December 23, and full iist of winners printed in the

“ Freethinker,”

JW.GOTT, 2 & 4 Union Street, Bradford.

In stout paper covers, is.; cloth, as.

Great Works Offered 15 Remainders. S

> i’s
\/ILEI WATTS, g Co. having purchased of the Executrix

&‘(;award L o o i
- “onell Verecktii4SIR ippMESIA, e BPEENEL
N Y polltW Works (8°5 B . .
A Hr&']t'ﬂgf.‘ﬁgﬁ‘é%%mp'ete In the Light of the Higher Criticism.
Kani° at nominal prices.
>e F>°Phet With. Special Referenceio Dean Farrar’s Neio Apology.
- phc°f Nazareth ; or, a Critical Inquiry
%i as J'10ali intellectual, and Moral Character of By G. W. FOOTE.

's>his Dis XOllIPhfied in his Predictions, his Precepts, his  pypjished for the Freethought Publishing Company, Limited, by
Rs £\ Glerej)i°l|fSeSLana his Social Intercourse. By Evan R. Border, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C.
Cloth, 636 pages, price 2s. 6d. net, by

. Endi W. J. Rendells “Wife's Friend >

, . Politi orks 'l(}ﬁscew
e’ c American (*Q”S'Svc?!‘é/\é'ght < J Complete Ucpor  recommended by Mrs. Besant in Lain of Population, p. 32, and

his Assz?ys n Varioys.Subj ‘vl 1 us™rated wwh 1 Dr Allbutt in Wife's Handbook, p. 51. Made only at No. 15
e 8our?op%|ng ge%%n&l' Chadwell-street, Clcrkenwell; 2s. per doz., post free (reduction
fbc Author. Cloth, SO5 pages, 3s. 6d. net, by in larger quantities). For particulars send stamped envelope.

«Or. -
Wa Important Caution.
Co., 17 Johnson's-court, Fleet-stn-cL_J;-— n-.-ARp Of useless imitations substituted by some dealers and
. chemists, the words “ Rendell & Co,” and “J. IF. Rendell,” etc.,
Now Ready. Cloth, 192 pagcs>JS' 6lL being speciously and plausibly introduced to deceive the public.

STON E BALLADS Look for Autograph Registered Trade Mark.

and other VERSE.
By G. L. MACKENZIE.

u. Tyt%?ODUC-HON BY G. W. FOOTE.
R- Forder, 28 stonecutter-street, E.C.

___ No. 182,688.

In Red Ink on each box, without which none are genuine.

Higginson’s Syringe, with Vertical and Reverse Current, 3s. 6d.,

. ’ . .

k | te S leer PIIIS 4s. 6d., and 5s. 3d. Dr. Palfrey’s Powder, is. 2d. Quinine Com-

m\ytf pound, is. 2d. Dr. Allbutt’s Quinine Powders, 3s. per doz, All
prices post free.

4iN fu ﬁ' v "KdidRe in the World. Will cure Liver,

AMEE « *** yniac" Diseases effectuall!)’.
WMon ]t o ; ; WIDOW (24 to 42) who can sing and play the Piano ;
Mo- niLrjial "ni>es nnd Cardiac Complaints, Female also to read Ingersoll's and Foote’s books of Freethought.

C'r»*S I'Md. and 2s. gd. per bos. Post salary ,£18. Apply personally, or by photo, on Tuesday or
1recttons with each box. Wednesday, November 21 or 22, 3 to 7 o'clock, to Mr. J., 33

Herbalist. Stockton-on-Tees Chelsham-road, near Clapham-road Station.

REQUIRED, where a Servant is kept, a YOUNG LADY or
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THE FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING COMPANY,. LTD

Registered under the Companies’ Acts 18G2 to 1890.
Capital £5,000 in Shares of £1 each. Ordinary Shares,*£4,000. Deferred Shares, - 1’

The Ordinary Shares are Offered for Subscription, and are Payable as follows
2s. 6d.per Share on Application.
5s. od. o ,, Allotment.
2s. 6d. v ,, December 31, 1899.
10s. od. o in Subsequent Calls, at one month’s notice, as may be required.

DIRECTORS.
George Anderson, 35a Great George-street, West- Charles Watts, 24 Carminia-road, Balhami
minster, S.W. Robert Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.
Samuel Hartmann, 21 Australian Avenue, E.C. G. W. Foote, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

SAV-

Temporary Office— 377 Strand, London, W.C. Secretary— E. M. Vance (Miss)

PROSPECTUS. (o

The Ereethwught Rublishing Company, Limited, has been formed to aaquire ahd take over the copyd/~L/uth

weekly newspaper called the Freethinker, together with the stock of books and pamphlets connected if

and the goodwill of the business ; and to continue publishing the said newspaper, and selling the said dic

pamphlets, and issuing fresh publications of a similar character ; and also to engage in any other busi

may be convenient and beneficial to the Company. Ly
The nominal Capital of the Company is ¢£5,000, in Shares of ;£i each. Of these 4,000 are !

and 1,000 Deferred Shares. The whole of the Deferred Shares, bearing no dividend until Ordinary S ript™]

£,5 per cent, per annum, are subscribed by the Vendor. The Ordinary Shares are offered for general » staK
Mr. G. W. Foote, the Vendor, agrees to take ¢£2,000 for his interest in the Freethinker and fpr  the$®%

books and pamphlets as it stamde Of this sum jQ4,000 is to be reiaimed by the Boeard and akPN®fie wDjile

ment in full of the 1,000 Pefeyred Shares subsaribed by the Vendar. The remainder of the puren - u 1]

payable as follows : -¢£250 on taking possession, and the balance in five instalments at intervals ot t g\iectfa
Mr. Foote also binds himself by agreement to act as Editor of the Freethinker, and as Managmff~f gid ~

the Company, at a salary, or salary and percentage, to be determined from time to time between him "iee

Board. Provision is made by an arbitration clause for any difference that may arise as to function 0 . N5ii

point or points of difference being submitted to two independent referees and an umpire. The term O

ment is for ten years. -thy I,
The Directors consider that the Vendor, by binding himself to stand by the Company for a  Tgiill'l

and by investing one-half of the purchase money in Deferred Shares, whose value will chiefly depend

gives ample proof of his bondfates in promoting the Company, and of his confidence in its success.
The Directors have no doubt that the Company will be able to pay a reasonable dividend

besides placing the literary propaganda of Freethought upon a sound business footing. They arc (101)

the circulation of the Freethinker alone, which already secures the Company against any loss, mM? nc< i>

ably increased by capital, advertising, and other commercial advantages ; and the profit of suet “~gt, "

be relatively very large, considering the published price of the journal. They are also satisne

adequate Capital which is now sought, a good profit may be derived from the publication of books .egd'

A public for such works is already assured, and may be extended ; and access to this public is gT )

cost through the Freethinker. A f
In offering these 4,000 Ordinary Shares—less those subscribed by the Signatories of the Negx

Articles—to the members of the Freethought party, the Directors have no doubt as to the res ’jedg«

viel Bf the mumerans prelimiidry promises of support iHieh Kaye Been reeeivied HRd plibllely gcka t I\U/I

P.S.— According to the Articles of Association— copies of which can be obtained at the
One Shilling— the Directors have power to receive paymentinfull at any time from Shareholders.terjally
up the full amount of their Shares will, of course, cover their whole liability at once, and will ma
Company at the outset.

APPLICATION FORM FOR ORDINARY SHARES. . d f

TO THE DIRECTORS OF THE FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING COMPANY,bL,nI (,Iep)?eﬂ
. .
Gentlemen,— Having paid to the Company’s Secretary the sum of ............iiiiiies . etol @v
2s. 6d. per Share on application for........cccccceivinnennne. Shares of ¢£i each in the above-name
you to allot me that number of Shares, and | agree to accept the same or any snialle of tlic a1 *
allotted to me, subject to the Memorandum and Articles of Association, and upon the tc
Prospectus ; and | authorise you to place my name on the Register of Members in respect > aj| bec
to me, and | agree to pay the further instalments upon such allotted Shares as the same ™" retu
required by the said Prospectus. In the event of my not receiving an allotment, the amoun

Name (in full).

Address

Description. Date.

All Cheques, etc., to be made payable to the Company, and cross

Loi'l
] o ydree*l
Published for the Frkrthoucht Publishing Company, limited, by R. Forokr, 28 Stonecutter'-



