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Kruger’s Dream.—III.

I  FE'V words w ill be necessary about the max'.1 ^ t d  
> r .  Friend and f0e alike agree that he J  ^ s U o . g  

an. gifted with great patience, tenacity, a ' the
{  * * W  be too m uch to  say that be possesses

itch ilntf eCtual endoJ ment^  bUtT heVlast word has " 'n shrewdness and cunning.
in .UnP'easant soundits
c°nve

but we do not mean to use it 
and lowest meaning. W h at we wish to 

. . ln °ur opinion, Paul K ruger is a past
the game of

The w ay in which he has kept

"torst

, s ! i is that
gam e o f politics. He is sim ply wonderful

tVeryb0j  1 'ese years, and got the better of almost 
y 'vho has crossed his.'«ally am 

"ip l  rma2ing.
H; 'vith

•ch he°d 1 exactly telling lies, o f m aking promises 
H fyin °es n° t  intend to keep in the spirit, and of 

/ e found6^ ^  °^ er w ‘ t*1 conditions that are by-and- 
¡tll̂ nt of f  °  render 't  valueless. T o  the impartial 

'n the i‘n°SSe there >s som ething infinitely en gag­
e r s  of t’ ‘story of Paul K ruger’s dealings with the 
^ers, ai). le Reform movement amonp'st the Out- 
n.Ĉ racter , even with British diplomatists. But such
hr'lVer*ess ' as_ ifs obviously w eak side. It is ultimately rln.. aom upon

path or plans, is 
He seems to have the art o f deceiv-

Tlij . cIopo!_
(let„ n_g thin,  ̂ . an adversary, who is bent

indomitable will, he has made the Boers a people whom 
he regards as the germ of the Africander nation ; a 
people chastened, selected, welded, and strong enough 
to attract and assimilate all their kindred in South 
Africa, and then to realise the dream of a Dutch 
Republic from the Zambesi to Capetown.”

This is a great and splendid dream, and we cannot 
think the worse o f President Kruger for cherishing it, 
however it conflicts with the otherdream o f a great British 
empire in South Africa. He is not to be blamed for 
being a Dutchman and preferring his own race to ours. 
W e may have a right to our own ambitions, but we 
have no right to dictate his ; nor is it conceivably his 
duty to further our ends at the expense o f his own. 
Both sides have an equal right in the eye of impartial 
justice. But in the very nature of the case these rival 
ambitions were bound to end in open hostility.

But is it a fact, the reader may ask, that President 
Kruger has cherished this dream ? W ell, we think the 
facts tend to prove the affirmative. W e do not wish to 
dogm atise upon the subject. W e are quite willing to 
hear our own opinion controverted. All we shall pro­
test against is the partisan spirit which seeks to 
denounce and suppress free discussion in the interest 
o f ready-made conclusions.

It is a general impression amongst one school o f

rH‘bat
%

let
H k  .Us Pause
Of tL ,s take,, L ° .^ 0nsuler the view of Paul Kruger

'0n ^  face the worst issue.

politicians in England that President K ruger's exclusive

to a crisis’ and has "the'stren gth"and  I Policy and military preparations date from the Jameson 
~ r raid— a mad and criminal act, which entailed quite

incalculable trouble, bitterness, and eventual blood­
shed. But the truth is, as far as we can ascertain it, 
that President K ruger’s policy has been one and the 
same ever since he was first elected President in iS.Se. 
His visit to London, to negotiate the Convention of 
884, was a bold and masterly stroke ; although we 

do not agree with him that this Convention abolished 
the suzerainty expressed in the Preamble of the Treaty 
o f 1881. It was the Articles that were altered, and the 

°1(1 p *he history of c . .  . Articles o n ly ; and there was no necessity to repeat the
5s the fSl̂ ent will lor, outh - '̂rica the figure ot the grim p reamble. Then, with regard to the Franchise, it is

one w h / h ’ *» •anJ| strlkint>— picturesque, that the Jameson raid nipped President K ruger’s
-  Wh°  by h,s character and w.ll made -------------------A± . _  ^  Directly after the

an(j ■ '■ u in 1.; " -” ‘ iune nr>u», ...... „,„,i r,„rr. Ric aim or i n c a iy  u, .„ t , , ,  *„ — ------- assurances given

bjjj® Refor i,lr- Fitzpatrick, who was secretary
\] ’ T*  ni0vemeilt in Johannesburg, and whose
k  fi?ures ''ansva“ l  .from W ithin , as far as its facts useu s i'<i —
‘bdl.

L y be ah things into account, it can
Sê ery. .p0’ was none too highly praised by Lord 

ha a lng  all things into account, it can 
,,, in eT  that l̂ r - F itzpatrick’s picture of the
^ » f r i l T . ^ a a r  •

> > V aid

, ' rientlliness 
in

M  h"e,T Ure of 
of ,,neld hi:

ls drawn with bitterness, or even

fa, th® bl" f Pe°ple ; “  » T  thè fece reforming tendencies in the bud. Ik D1ackecf V niagnihcent, as one who in the tace ® __ . c . , ,
k N  in his e V °rtUne 'lever wavered from his aim or Treaty of .88. ,n spite of the verbal
C  1,11 seem! t  : who, with a courage that seemed, to Sir Evelyn W ood, the Franchise was narrowed ; it 
• ... u*s. fiif....  . °  . « __ • __ 1-v-erns f*. f ’ ,,,lu rt t-uumgw uiuk, ,
ji'the’ St°°d U p'aV '°US’ 1301 which may well be called was narrowed again and again, until the Dutch were 
Si!tati0°rld- Anda!nst lhe mig |u of the greatest empire put in full possession o f political power, and the Out- 
> s ^ J s "ere be, pathetic, too, as one whose janders> especially the British, were put in the position

very
bi
k

llis h; 
ren

jk tr ' a,,cl 

Stro-'Jack
b ir d ’s:

y  sucre” C " ,lose training and associa- ^  p0j;tjcaj helots; and, by arranging that children born
hardened laJ narro'vcd> an cin‘ ¡„ the Transvaal should take the political status o f their

b.m ; as one who. when the . ^  ^  generation w as a,S£) cut off ffQm
S of Success6« hÌT - : aS ° nC Wi]°i n hetnrned I ParentS°n the SS Was lls take and hold, turned |1 . . Even when

Pit
> ; S'I a°d gUal;,l!premc opportunity, and used his | participation in the rights^of citizenship

h ’’ ana ° t0 be “ ,u enugntenment 01 tne age 1 oeviseu m «. ■ .**„ *— ----  -------------
'ere . a healthy r 8' and necessary to good govern- 0f  the population, held the preponderance o f power.

°no.
k t

Ss " ,,U SUalif' **’ “ Bl’uriunuy, auu .... , .
'k c  and all ||CS to hffht against the spirit of a Municipality was granted to Johannesburg, it was so
anaes to be n ,!ft t,le enlightenment of the age devised that the Boers, who numbered about one-tenth‘ * * 4 • *4 --------- 1--------~ r ______

»»Olh,er
by State

striki aK passage from Mr. Fitz-

tl°n the°r ^°es something more than represent
»."P s’.hem  ¡n".'I pepple and execute their policy: he 
\  °nS c0nv- . form he wills. By the force of his

^55. k hons and prejudices, and of his

One of the two representatives o f each ward had 
to be a b u rgh er; two o f the wards were entirely 
in the hands of the B o e rs; and the burgom aster 
was appointed by the Government with a right of 
veto. President Kruger made many promises with 
respect to the Franchise, but he never kept them. The 
Jameson raid which occurred was not the cause o f the
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exclusiveness ; it w as one o f the symptoms o f w hat the 
Outlanders regarded as an intolerable condition of 
things. Look next at the Education question. Even 
as late as the end of 1896, while the sum spent on 
Dutch schools w as ¿¿"63,000, the sum spent on Outlander 
schools w as only ¿¿650, the conditions being such that 
no more could be obtained. President K ruger’s policy 
w as to keep everything he could for his own race, and 
when the Boers were inadequate to supply the personnel 
o f his governm ent he imported Dutchmen from Holland. 
W e do not believe he ever meant to g ive the franchise to 
the Outlanders. T o  do so would have been to sound the 
death-knell o f absolute Dutch supremacy. It w as nothing 
to him that the Dutch enjoyed equal rights with the 
English in Cape Colony and N atal. He meant to 
maintain the Boer oligarchy. No doubt the Jameson 
raid gave him a fine opportunity in this direction. 
President K ruger’s enemies were all put in the w rong, 
and had to sin g small. The Johannesburg reformers 
were all muzzled. The right of public m eeting w as 
practically suppressed. But the O utlanders’ industry 
contributed more and more funds to the Transvaal ex­
chequer, and the President went on arm ing his own people 
to the teeth. There seems no room to doubt that he was 
preparing for war. A  series o f military flukes, though he 
did not see them in that light, had led him to despise the 
British soldiers and regard them as an easy prey. W hen 
he launched his ultimatum at the British governm ent 
he w as ready, and the O range Free State w as ready, 
and they expected to win by sw am ping N atal before the 
British reinforcements could arrive. It w as grandiose, 
but it w as fatuous. President K ruger would probably 
have done much better if he had remained strictly on 
the defensive. By assum ing the aggressive he has 
played his last b ig  trump, and it seems likely to be 
taken. I f he is beaten, and no other end seems possible, 
he will have to pay the penalty. W h at that will be we 
do not pretend to say. But we venture to hope that the 
victor in this struggle will not forget justice and mercy ; 
and also that the settlem ent after the war will secure 
equality for Dutch and English through the whole of 
South Africa. G. W . F oote.

Evidence of Secular Progress.
It has long been with us a settled conviction that all 
mundane progress has been the result o f the application 
of secular agencies to the requirements o f mankind. 
Despite the boast o f the Christians that their faith has 
been prolific in im proving the human race, there is no 
record in history o f the Church having done anything 
of importance for the secular advancem ent o f the general 
masses. Let Christian exponents note this allegation, 
and refute it if they can. Until they do so, all their cry 
about the progressive nature o f Christianity is simply 
“ sound and fury, signifying nothing.” Perhaps there 
is no better w ay o f proving our statem ent, as to the 
inutility o f Christian teachings for the practical duties 
o f daily life, than by contrasting the condition o f society 
when it w as under Christian rule with its position 
in more recent times when public life is conducted upon 
secular principles. It has been aptly observed that, 
with our leading reformers, “ life has become mundane, 
secular, rational, non-theological, spent amid the hard, 
practical conflicts o f politics, and aim ing at nothing 
higher than the advancem ent o f justice, o f righteous­
ness, and o f liberty in the w orld .”

W h at did Christianity do during the Middle A ges, 
when she w as m istress o f the situation and had no 
counteracting influences ; when all shades o f “ infidelity ” 
were forcibly crushed, and private judgm ent w as an un­
known quantity ? YVhat w as the result o f Christian 
influence then ? Physical bondage, intellectual dark­
ness, and moral corruption. These were the fruits of 
unimpeded Christianity. F or a thousand years the 
Church had absolute sw ay, w ithout im parting any 
scientific know ledge, w ithout allow ing any mental 
freedom, and without fostering ethical culture. It 
encouraged that religious bigotry which so lon g proved 
a powerful impediment to the advancem ent o f scientific 
truth and to the acquisition o f general know ledge. In 
the first place, geology w as alleged to be untrue ; and 
every fact demonstrated by the early scientific writers

--------------------------------------------------------------- i------ Tallw as regarded as an instance of their insanity, a f . j  
fossil wonders disclosed were referred to the 
explanation o f the Noachian deluge. Finding 
threats and intimidations failed to check the ad' 
o f truth, persecution and imprisonment were the Jveil ê"
used by Christians tow ards those whose only 
consisted in investigating the law s of nature,U1 aIl£*
m aking those law s known to others. For a g e s ^ j.
had a hard struggle with the exponents of the u>- 
but, thanks to the indomitable courage of s! ¡5 
reformers, it has now triumphed, and Christian 
powerless to crush the forces of science as it ° nc£Lars 
As Archdeacon Farrar wrote in the Forum tea) J 
ago  : “ No one who is acquainted with the h|S ^  
science, and has sufficient honesty to accept fac > 
possibly deny that scarcely a single truth of cap 
portance in science has ever been enunciated 
having to struggle for life against the fury of the jjyi 
dogm atists. In every instance the dogmatis ^  
been ignom iniously defeated.”  Hero we have e ^ 
c f  secular progress, for science is the very basis 
philosophy. . Si w

Even Jesus manifested no know ledge of sea1, tj0ii1,1 
therefore he lent his influence to the perpetu^ 
mental darkness, which was so dense among I

tio«1 ;

g h i ^
in the early history of his faith. He ascribed
to demoniacal possession, or to causes which he 
could be removed by a simple invocation to tfp 
The scientific method of cure found no favor gjjO'' 
Besides, he failed to impart to his disciples 
ledge whereby disease could be either P ^ d 1 
m itigated, or cured. It should not be for» t|1r£>llp. 
the progress o f medical science is to be trace rsi  ̂
the Arabic physicians, for in the Saracenic u ^  repfj
o f Spain were trained most of the doctors p1

__ .L . r__ . __..I. __. __  tt„  tn tna1- ,before the fourteenth century. Up to offlOvl V-/ i V lllO 1 V/ U1 IVvlllll WlltUl  ̂p ( i A
Christianity had produced but few allevia 0 ^
For the eight hundred years during whic 1
held Spain, the condition of that country P 5 ^ ,
strikin g contrast in literature, in medicine^ ^  i^j
tion, in agriculture, and in manufactures, abOul’efii
ranee, the superstition, and the filth '  . C V
under Christian rule. Secular progress lS o0̂
in the fact that to-day medical men, as '' J

• •• •• -  • . -------scien1

be 5 ftà

a iiu w  \_ziji 10 tu u ju  j  tu  u n u iiu t u  w in*
Medical practitioners, who have mastere ^ 
their profession, and who can retain a be 1 1
Testam ent theory of curing diseases, m e 
with a faculty for reconciling the ‘ sU 
ridiculous.”  . .ence

It is not, however, in the realms ot s ^  js '  K 
secular progress is evident. Advance0' .¡¡¡v-1'
perceptible in other directions of hurn‘̂ j  tbe ^ 1^  
the acquirement o f practical wisdom ,]'̂ {eSeOi

bk „nlO
, tu c& Jtion o f an improved moral sense  ̂ the P 

age is decidedly progressive. It is a p KeL... 
fallacy to suppose that, so far as the nl rd 
is civilised, we are indebted for that on e^jA, i ,  
to Christianity. W e once more repea ¡¡¡eLA/«?,•
the statem ent with all possible force, pjflt *. ¡f 1̂ ', 
advocates o f  Christianity to show that 1 ̂  Yi
contains the factors o f  modern ¿o eijj' ^  ft,
cannot do this, w hat right have_ ed 
mislead their credulous and unim° ^ sUjt 0 
asserting that human progress is the the .¡¡ce\ i£;-
the Christian faith ? The relig‘e° ¡gpo ‘
originated in delusion, w as fosteret j ¡s 0 ¿t'
has been perpetuated by fraud. aS; i f 1 
allegation upon our part, inasniuc a„ 
by any leading and intelligent e e  jn pu J,
we are prepared to prove our sta ĉly , vers ro(<f  i^' 
W hile we readily adm it that all b  ̂ 1 tbei° Sl 
fied in holding what opinions seem „•roU'T uri  ̂
cannot refrain from show ing ° ° v g jjave ' ,tli 
their theological view s are. Shan'  ̂ 0f
long, and it is the duty o f cv^ryrcalit>eS" .¡¡Is- l i ' i i  
to supplant these deceptions b) 1 nio 1 g( 1 j

T ake, for instance, the questm^ ^  i y

tö

in Christian history, can the names , ,
can surpass in ethical culture sU Py1*1 ,?eliuf;'ch 
“ Pagan ”  world as Socrates, p ‘a*£ us 
o f M egara, Epictetus, and anyj11,  ̂ the* fit ‘ 
w ritings o f these men transce^  ̂ fliel'r
appeared since their day. ,s uriV  ° 
that w e are indebted for tha
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vital force of ethical teachings which are alw ays 

essential to the intellectual elevation o f a  nation. 
not on the perplexities o f theological faith, but rather 
°,n the light o f cultivated reason, that w e 
ePend for the deliverance o f mankind rom  ̂ j 

¿ f . o f  the past, the despotism o f the Church and the 
Paginations o f the priesthood. It w as no . 
Christianity, but in consequence o f the revival o f leam  

Sat the Renaissance, that a great linpe us . -j- ê
. °jnentum were \ mparted t o &the human mind. e 

beyond which the Roman Church had for centuries 
°bibited any advance, without a  threat o 1 ’ j

¿ cf> the dungeon, and the stake, were then overet f p j  
l l (̂ e aspiring and emancipated intellect. - very
• odmarks of the lim its o f former inquiry we y
ran y desPised, as the memorials o f baJ bar,ia  as 0f  

and an appeal w as made from the • 
annrdctal authority to human nature, human science, 
;  u,man thought. Intellect again asserted its 
C macy, as it did in former tim es m Greece 
of p6- ^n(t then commenced a new era. d ecked
i  t  Church was crippled, superstition w as checked,

•r e potency o f reason w as recognised. 
al£en it was that secular progress d a w n e d ,  and, 
beenUgb ln its various stages o f advancem 
¿ r e t a r d e d  by priestly interference, it has-. go 
¿ P b a n tly  o,i until to-day, when scienf  ¿ ¿ ¿  the 
allecrle,e lnciuiry have taken the place ci ancj

supernatural, contentment in ignoranc ,
¿  h adherence
¿ egard as

igi
'c - as , • to the traditions of the past. This 
¿ ' lc'hiev'ed ¿ ¿ nce ° f  secular progress, which has

'"d-cie;
badine

spite of the persistent opposition of a 
theology. C harles W a t t s .

Gf
C o n v e r t i n g  the Jews.

k C n ; ^ i f i ,
■’wlaii but b f — X' L '-uiiiimg,

of . ess ignorance ; given.

auifest“..antount of intelligence no higher than 
of 1 self ¡n a Spec;es 0f  crude cunnin

f i f * »IS l'0 Of
¿ h i

can
or a state 
further, a

. — —  ¿ i n g ' t o  tbe !° ^ eri  of religious phrases be'°  ^  conviction
-.n, , evangelical Christianity— w n« ,g nQ career

""her ud 0r not m atters little ant ro,nise to such
;n,. ® sun that holds out so much p foreign

S i S ^ u a '  as that o f a  missionary. o f opera-
l'ons fle'd is an alm ost inexhaustible sp aithough

.aud even the home mission-• ’ny prornis-
\  much circumscribed, bolds o verburdeiied

to men o f  enterprise not ove cons(-‘,o- -
So

enterprise 
long as these1 ou ionPr n<*

^ 'v o l e n ,  character,
atter

aim ing at
are of

reducingi> rnkvw. v,ia“ WLci, «uimn  ̂ m
:'•hihi. ed to ,,K ?  t lat centuries o f Christianity have 

jve may, if  we are charitable and
down to mistaken benevolence. It 

to

k *̂ le ' cu Ur

S? s  $
d S  o?re the ;t0 purely  propagandist missions that 
t'C CeUs 'n‘Sis'Qn.s ';;P° Sturc becomes clear ; and o f  this 
(¿t'an-l1̂  than “ *s none more open to criticism 
Ck .h, ¿ l.y amontr I le, London Society for Promotin 
S S ?  So3 £ l fo*J« Jew s,”  or, L  it, ha« hc=a 

y tor turning bad Jew s into worse
JV Surn,;t-
° C S ‘he Ò 1

rs thaPr°Porti ̂ cature I have noticed about missions to

a to th?n (hr,3fs . uiis
supper, a,e y  barge number o f retired army 
hree 0ut y ? 1. The London Society lias 

S '*1 Hit ¿ S s ,  a 0 *ts five vice-presidents belong- 
" • 'r'hy, roi 01,111 Soes  to India, serves a few 

Senate ,of a Su Urnf  home with a ruined liver and 
thither Uesire to , r°ke, and at once developes a 

N  0fHtt?e the lost s
S  >U ldtend*ng s 1 M ajor-General
\ (  0 tgL £‘Ve me e 01 my provincial meetings, and 
* .tea win, ° . rest until 1 accepted an invita-

4 --''t «um ¿Il unci; --
it; Coaveft the lost sheep o f Israel. 1

who was in the

'll:
he<1’ 6ctg ':tyrd..“(»Vra°e 'S 

y°ni
With

me ! him.
For

C\ti

After repeated refusals, I 
two mortal hours I suffered

'e °n t l i 'ny, fifood-natured but cranky host
6,iJ°rce ¿« U s. , Kmries of Israel and its ultimate

v>r l  y . 1 tlftVaH 1_r  . .  . ,«   1.1..

f0f S i  
'W r0;

‘»ne

^eine» never before realised so thoroughly

jUstSfin-misforS a»k’ that “ J udaism is not a

? S ri g « t y
report o f “  The London Society 

the Jews ” for 
ork

previous performances.
'v‘th the ac?ou'it o f the last year’s wc 

°c iety ’s crevions nerformanc

The aggregate income o f the Society for the past 
twelve months was ¿£37,669 4s. 7d., the expenditure 
^38,439 14s. 1 id ., leaving a deficit o f ^ 7 7 0  10s. qd. 
to be added to an already standing debt o f over ten 
thousand pounds. The two secretaries of the Society 
the Rev. W . Flem ing and the Rev. W . T . Gidney’ 
share between them ¿ 8 3 3  annually, so that these two 
gentlemen can hardly be said to sacrifice much in 
laboring for the “ Lord’s people.” In England the 
Society has 109 stations, and employs 51 agents, 
voluntary helpers not being reckoned in the report. 
There is a staggering list o f the number of tracts, etc., 
distributed, the Society evidently treasuring up an 
exact account of all leaflets given away. In London 
alone 60 Bibles, 445 parts o f Bibles, 417 New T esta­
ments and 1,774 parts, with 7,130 tracts, were dis­
tributed, with what result we shall see presently. This 
branch of the work evidently admits of almost infinite 
extension.

W hen we ask what result this distribution of literature 
bore in the shape of converts, the reply is somewhat 
discouraging. London, which takes over ¿¿'3,000, 
¿¿'2,oS 1 o f which goes in salaries alone, does not seem 
to have provided a single convert. Throughout England 
the Society claims to have made in twelve months 
twenty-eight converts. O f these twenty-eight, however, 
twenty turn out to be children— secured by what 
methods we are left uninformed— so that we may fairly 
put down the converts for the year at eight. Further, 
as four of the converts belonged to the “ Operative 
Jewish Converts’ Institution,” we may not unreasonably 
assume that poverty had som ething to do with their 
conversion. It is, indeed, notorious that Jewish converts 
usually belong to the needy foreign class. The better- 
class Jews, better intellectually or socially, are seldom 
or never touched. One agent, Miss Dora Barry, 
confesses she has “ tried to reach a Jewish family of 
the better class, but, though I have been again and again,
I cannot gain admittance ” (p. 23). Miss Barry must- 
be a beginner, or she would be on her guard against 
speaking the truth in such a dangerous and unmissionary­
like manner. And the Rev. S. T . Bachert, another 
missionary, s a y s : “ I have met on several occasions 
Jews of high intellectual calibre who have forsaken 
Judaism, not, however, to enter the Christian Church.” 

No, it is the needy foreigner who is captured, and the 
modus operandi is simple. In a large percentage of 
cases the convert is one who is well known as a pro­
fessional “ Schnorrer,”  and who has drained Jewish 
charitable organizations of all that they feel inclined to 
give. W hen further charity is refused it is a common 
threat that they will go to the mission for help. Their 
next step is to get placed on the missionary’s list as an 
“ inquirer,” a title that figures prominently in the 
reports. All the missionaries tabulate the number of 
“ inquirers ” they have, and an “ inquirer ” may mean 
anything, from one who asks a question out of pure 
curiosity to one who is on the point o f conver­
sion. Usually these inquirers have a regular weekly 
allowance, and are, of course, quite willing to keep on 
“ inquiring,”  at a salary, for an indefinite period. This, 
however, is not allowed. After lie has served the 
purpose o f figuring in the annual report, he must either 
become converted or leave ; and even after conversion, 
when lie has figured in a second annual report, he is 
got rid of as speedily as possible.

Another plan is for a missionary, in the guise o f a 
brother Jew, to visit a possible convert, sympathise with 
him upon his poverty and his ignorance of English, and 
then promise to find him a place where the language 
will be taught him and work found. He is taken to 
the “ Operative Jewish Converts’ Institution,” and for 
the time being set to work for a small sum weekly.
But here he cannot remain for more than six months, 
unless he accepts Jesus. Many leave, a few remain and 
airree to conversion. During the time ot probation all 
o-oes well. After being baptised, and ranking in the 
report as a convert, trouble begins. The object is to 

rid of him to make room for newcomers. Ultimately, 
fn Splte of an original promise that lie would be 
employed for at least three years the poor devil is got 
rid of W hat becomes of him after, the society neither 

nor cares. In the majority o f cases he simply 
community where he is not known.knows

rejoins Jewish
Indeed, if the existence of the society depended upon

«
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the production o f ten per cent, o f the converts it claims 
to have made during the last ten years, it could not 
produce them. This is no idle boast, but the expression 
o f an actual fact.

W e  have not yet finished with the twenty-eight 
converts— tw enty o f which are children, be it remem­
bered— that figure in the annual report. Their 
appearances in the report remind one of a lightning- 
change artist on the stage of a music-hall. Page seven 
gives the tw enty-eight at one sweep ; page eight gives 
another instalment of a score ; page ten gives two 
instalments o f eleven and nine ; page twelve impresses 
the reader with two batches o f five and two respectively ; 
and finally page twenty-one lands another instalment of 
four. By this method tw enty-eight converts appear in 
the report as sixty-nine. The latter number is not 
actually named, but the report is evidently designed so 
as to produce that impression. Practically all the 
converts number, as I have said, eight, each one 
representing the w ork o f six missionaries for twelve 
months and an expenditure of nearly ¿¿'5,000.

Apart from conversions, some very wonderful feats 
are achieved. The Rev. O. J. Ellis, chief o f the London 
Mission, reports the glad tidings of having “ held con­
versations with 420 Jew s during the year.”  The Rev. 
A. Bernstien has also held “  interesting religious con­
versations.”  He reports no converts, but drags in two 
of the irrepressible and omnipresent eight. The Rev. 
N. Herz, who attends ihe Mission Hall, Goulston-street, 
has made no converts, but “ one great and blessed result 
o f our united endeavors is, that in no previous year have 
they given so many copies o f the Scriptures a w a y .” 
H ighbury seems to be m aking rapid progress. In 1897 
the Rev. Paul Bendix noted the “ significant sign that 
many Jew s at present take part in the celebration of 
Christm as, not religiously, but socially .”  This year 
the power o f the Gospel has shown itself, and the same 
individual writes : “  It is a fact that some o f them 
have a- Christm as-tree.”  Hallelujah ! F irst Christm as 
festivities, then a Christm as-tree ; soon we may expect 
to see the Jew s of H ighbury helping to celebrate the 
birth o f Jesus by gettin g  drunk “ allee samee Clistian ,” 
as Bret H arte’s Chinaman would say.

Mrs. Guttmann is a lady who gets on rem arkably 
well. She visited 2,011 houses, spoke to 3,005 people, 
gave aw ay 201 Bible portions and 527 tracts besides 
other books, and her conquests consist o f a woman 
who is reading a book and whose “  questions to me 
are delightful,” and an “ elderly Jewish gentleman 
who is alw ays pleased to receive me and to converse 
on the M essiahship” (p. 20).

There is the same story o f progress (?) in the provinces. 
Mr. G. Priestly, Sw ansea, plaintively rem arks that the 
attitude o f the Jew s “ tow ards me is one of supreme 
contempt ”  (p. 23). Liverpool m akes no converts, but 
has given aw ay 6,053 Bibles, etc. Miss W erfel, 
Birmingham , is “ thankful that the w ork of the past 
year has been most en couraging.”  Her encouragement 
consisted, from her report, in having induced a rich 
Jew ess to accept a tract. And, finally, the Rev. E. 
T . Sherman, Hexham , reporting for N ew castle and 
district, has no converts, but about twenty Jew s came to 
his house, “  somefor help, others as pedlars.”  I think this 
last is the gem o f the report. And these are the wonder­
ful results that are considered worth chronicling, and all 
that the society has to offer as the result o f a year’s 
expenditure and work in Great Britain ! Is the gam e 
worth the candle ? T o  the two rev. gentlemen who 
draw ¿£833 annually, or to their subordinates who 
squeeze a living out o f the movement, probably yes. 
But what o f the general public? How long will it 
take to convert 8,000,000 Jew s at the present rate 
o f increase ? H ow much will it cost to con­
vert the 8,000,000 at the present rate of paym ent? 
And how much are they worth when they are con­
verted ?

O f all Christian missions, that to the Jews has the 
least justification. O ther missions may plead that they 
are takin g to lower races a superior civilisation ; that 
by the introduction o f different habits o f life these 
peoples will be benefitted. The Society for Prom oting 
Christianity am ongst the Jew s can plead no such justifi­
cation. No one pretends that the Jew  is made any 
better in any of the relations o f life by becom ing a 
Christian. W hatever he w as before conversion, that he

remains afterwards. The sole object here, 
standpoint of the m isguided subscribers, is ate'» , 
one ; from that of the agents employed, a .1
relieving the over-stocked clerical labor marked 
from neither point o f view  do the results justify 111
lav.

CoHE-v

The Country Parson.

W e all know him — that is to say, all of us
thus®been brought up in the shires, and especially_l,,v" 

continue to have some location in rural districts^^,, 
location may mean simply a residence for a fe')' j 1 
or a permanent occupation from one year s , to>' 
another. In either case, it is sufficient to 
acquaintance with the vicar or rector of the Pa ‘ 0f 1? 
to the formation of a pretty accurate estima ^ |ltf
character, personal and ecclesiastical. ticSi
parsons differ very much in their characteris ^ 
natural that the estim ates of them sh o u ld  vary-

’ tKf

do, to a very surprising degree.
Nevertheless, the parsons— good, bad, and 

— have certain points of resemblance. They jr  
some extent, tarred with the same brush : an > Lt„|i

are -

list1
nature o f their calling, none are without hie p(eev“', 
critical eyes and cars of the non-religious .°r[Tiay re1", 
ing parishioner. O f course, the local cleric ;■ 
the compliment by im agining, and even 
terrible defects in his Rationalist neighbor,^^ ¡1 
not care to submit to his ministrations, ° r an^ j 
goes to the parish church on special o ccasio ^ ^ s- ■
strong solicitation, listens with disturbing
keenness to the sermon, and perhaps £°e.jrCie.

s W * #

m akes very unkind comments in thefam n) , ^
J ___1 ___:..u „ ___  „l^nm scrlbe“ ^ ! 1after all, a rural parish is a very circumsc ■ -

ard to inhabitants, w hatever it may b® ^  1

h» veJ c <
either s,^ s0oflef

acres. Therefore it happens that the Pa 
Rationalist resident are necessarily b ro u g  
in contact, and, if courtesy from either * g 
reciprocal, some kind o f neutral acquaint- jy,
later arises. . e sda!r. ̂

Then the parson begins, if he has not d ^  0f tl1 |p 
to correct some of the notions that form P. „„ste-

inbut now largely discarded, traditions o* bo(iS°C

mental capability, in character ana  ̂ flv 
some of his orthodox parishioners,  ̂ e<h ¡¡¡w 
ticular advantage to the latter. Ç c h to

probably finds that his Freethinking neig11“ an>
He may even c0 ' J ^a bad fellow after all.

lost
01 , "

an earnest desire to bring this io=- — to 1 
O bviously in this endeavor it is n®,cesfgt/rieS ” i0$ iP[

tomy , c
b lo c k s  - , et' - ,

(jiVOp , ? ,
It 15 t™IS

time all reference to the great 
which are such terrible stum bling 
and absolute unbelievers. But there ^ 
danger— to the parson who essays this . he -̂  p(,-y 
jective, rather than an objective, r . . nCe l’e ' 0cei ¡¡i 
peril being not so much in the coH
certain to meet with as in the possib e^ re\\gl flL
his own preparation and reflection. g(i \\,
law, an advocate with an active 3,1 , ¡nip3 aft«r¿v
strive to argue a point so clearly a ^tietl’^ dv^ ¡(|i 
eventually to entertain serious dou s «-ort o |f' .¡J 
he is_ right. _ Often, o f course, the > gS h i^  em ­
ends in conviction, as the actor m 0pefl -c 

But we are here talkinghis part.i l l . )  I .  w w w  1) w  1*1 V  -  1 t ”

minds, and not of hireling advoca tj,e P® sSe<f y
„ is (b-

lid3., tban

I I A A & I VI.) | III IVI i IV/ V V) L 1111 VIMI |
sentatives. And so we say that w 1 a 
mere “  exposition ” — by the way, '  oSitiu*J, 
send to many a pulpit that ® en V '
launches out into controversy on * ¡0 lie $
o f mere sectarian squabbles, ' sC|f. 
where he may eventually ; t b W . y yWiiciç lit mcij tvtm urtu; *— • Ufjfi ^
parishioner may say little or n o t11 tfiS& «w.isiiiviivi niaj' oaj1 m u'' " |]|U*
parson is pretty sure to find that 1 ¡es, heparson is preuy sure lo imv* • a^nCiv ’̂, . i1,,»
much. If, o f Broad Çhurch tÇ" hard l ) f ^

to 
the
imp°rt?

at eiaVe
the

made so m any concessions that > stand 
he has left him self any ground 
find that he has given up for 
sake o f argum ent, so ,lian£ ’."ting fof 
creeds that he is reduced to  ̂ e,
encc o f God ! . , v his o'V!‘0itia

Supposing he is not brougn stage-^ 
the force o f opposition to t us
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^  to die way
< a v  u y ,S u ffe re d  1» v u i .  u w a i )  c u n u  VJ V v^i o ic m _ y  } \_>n

. . 7- He has heard doubts and difficulties expressed
A r» f*> 11_. <1 * -

in which it is approached— he 
a great deal, controversially, on

'Or;
, incidentally they have arisen in h 1S, '¡l'”  student 
^  authors of the text-books o f  his old d‘vl" ‘ tynS™hich 

’s never seem to have dreamt of, and P 
examining chaplain, when he took o r d e r s , ^  ^

, 0ught to question him. He may be e. ’ estieations 
Sod-minded cleric before him, to make invest g  
.^rtaindirect-

Shakespeare and the Bible.

“ I am nothing if  not c ritica l.”— Ia g o .

:tions where the novelty and heresy have 
l '  a!‘ irresistible fascination, and where i rejy

ught to a sudden stop by considerations other
't’av°na] and domestic kind. In this wa>, 1 ag t0 
üom f̂° r many roads lead to Rationalism ntry
p,ree' the minds o f some, perhaps nume > b r 
¡ ¡ > s  have been disturbed. W h o  knows the num
rU|'a'lV'E n° Ve re d vicarages and rectories dotted about 

their placid exteriorstul* cngland, in which behind -----  t".“ '" ”, Jv-olctons
in th may not be hidden aw ay, as the sp in  u . . h<s

cupboard, terrible doubts not only as to I 
O ,  but Jesus'

Pi
S ,
th|s b

ÜP°n th’¡s" í l ch should be

e t h a n ^ r -  answer-
dly, j, e larger proportion o f country parsons can 

bf0aj_ al’>̂  stretch o f im agination, be included in

resurrection ? 
able to

answer.

nly 
Let 

form
the

some

Jonah
Church

!° savroad-minded! Say> ar'“ " la®d sect'ion. The bulk, it is regrettable 
Neat b\t main’y  distinguished by their arrogant, 
f N  W h ich 7 ’ and. t(J0 frequently by a crass igno- 
J’tfe arg n at tb*s lime of day is simply astounding, 
p^ple, by w here a genial parson, by personal
ti|
r«S|

i l\'c» by So •***'-» c a ^cmai pursuit, uy pcisuuui 
hM all h i? "  honest precept, by a common-sense 

17 r Pr_eachments and dealings, inevitably anduy. fr,
-----V” - T - ^ i e w ;  commands;D-:/-°m  a purely personal point o which this

nf ?-Ut bow few ar? tbe pa-n!-j From  tim e to 
V  , mings can be said to exist • 0f  extra-

read m tbe newspapers o f  m s t0 actual
M w,y Herical conduct very often am o » substan-

S t Th'  usually turn out “  ^
M  rrect> and the explanations o -P localities-.'tna> r d .  The Dissenting ministers o f the 10 . .
S u  rei led on ‘tits. p‘c« on not to minimise these unpleasant 

> b v , , - aPs> indeed. '
n ,

mci-
Dr - '>ty o f - • they are often contributory to

rUle °therly f-u '.Hmtement, alw ays, o f course, in a spirit

s S S r *  -  ..............................
S y f  ‘

S

ly way of
er 
>e 
n 
Ln

s> h

, Mii love. The country parson, aŝ  a
mini« ‘l.ln.ls to be on good terms with his D is­
til uncnl:- brethren in C h r is t; but there is

Une*PectednCSS an ever-present sense that some 
reV'ilillD-ClrCUmStanCe may lead to a rupture

e ñ ' " *

tid ¡|J'e Parson of, say, the parish of Slocum 
erne- 1 S'nes that he is called upon from on5me

H..ucr
his sti ?.Pencf r or some great scientist who 

^eJfulnp«. ' ',es u’ith an absolute indifference to,
V f^ e c j*

‘J1ero-e > ne is caneu upun n w
6’ hlerhn«0?  rur:d obscurity, and to challenge,

P'^ness
::s^ ca u
C>»ly [ c°urse
s ? K mai«*

Of,. . Christianity— perhaps the more 
■ e 't is quite undesigned. 1 he Slocum 

tails to enviably distinguish himself ;
...r y 'yefinH ’¡’ ’.'noticed— the saddest fate o f all. 

,?ugh thP „ hlai a 1'Hle later venting his indigna-the n '" '"  a lltt,e tater v e n tin g ....
Parish m agazine, on the “ infidelity o f

till

/the silCh aggressive bucolic clerics are t  n t w ith 'l
V . - ¿ e?py incumbent, w ho is  q ultc. C® n un o n g 'nal
iv'"Qn « i° n of half-a-dozen, w ho reads ; ^ rV-cC) and

after snuffling through a  dreary 0f  the
jy a k e s  up when he h as w alked*hfice”  a5;d

i*tic P 'lis.  ̂ , u s e d  t o
t  ii pvi . c oglatia # -- °oast o f the Church ot l - =» 

placed a  w * 4-1“ in

^ ly

hoasl

N he

dreary 
walked

proceeded to inspect his poultry

:f t h N L ° ^ l i t t le,lt;?entlentan in every parish. The 
Hauler.-. s°nie r i „ " ne.aR°> discussed this point, and,

'vercCler 
K S  nCafs e

■ cal complaints, said that, it some 
not treatedn • 1, ■ '•.'«e tj,- — uoieu as gentlemen,

further y ,'Vere not entitled to be regarded 
PrevL,V f >';cI on an0,,nted out, what has been of late 

J v > s culave bo«- .lands, that the candidates tor
r ‘ 0HieT a s t ic^ ^ i e ^  rece,lt years much below the

:% fQ§,ica] \vhen !!’ e C0Untry parson— say a century 
':X Pay ^ ,.ackIes o r '0, prcsent tendency to cast off 
\ d .  tkat ®'l. thni 'vIlatever kind has had freer and 

Sr̂ '0n 1 snbier«*1ens UP so w 'de a field of con- 
On may be fittingly reserved foron,

A right reverend worm-of-the-dust known as Bishop 
W ordsw orth once, in the intervals o f professional soul­
saving, endeavored to exploit Shakespeare in the interests 
o f the religion o f Jesus Christ and Him Crucified. It 
was worthy o f the official o f that Church which buried 
Charles Darwin in W estm inster Abbey, and consigned 
the remains o f doubting Thom as H uxley to the grave 
“ in the sure and certain hope o f a glorious resurrection” ! 
Bishop W ordsw orth’s attempt to show that Shakespeare 
received his supply of inspiration from the same August 
T ap as the anonymous, and sometimes ridiculous, authors 
of “  The Holy Bible ”  was foredoomed to failure. Com ­
parisons are proverbially odious ; but this particular 
rivalry w orks out so much to the advantage o f the 
writer, whom an adm iring Frenchman called “ the 
divine W illiam s,” that our readers will perhaps pardon 

opinion | us referring to the matter somewhat in detail. The 
right reverend body-snatcher argues that Shakespeare 
was an evangelical Christian because, forsooth, he made 
frequent use of the Bible.

The Atheist Shelley also made use of the Bible ; but 
we have not yet heard that he w as a fit person to run a 
Sunday-school. Shakespeare was a world too wide for 
any theology. He never fretted and fussed about the 
salvation of his soul. He was no more a Christian than 
Lucretius or Omar Khayyam, M ontaigne or Rabelais. 
Let us see how Shakespeare did use the Bible. He 
puts plenty of Biblical allusion in the mouth o f Sir John 
Falstaff. Listen ! “ In the state of innocency Adam
fell, and what should poor Jack Falstaff do in a state of 
villainy ?” Bardolph’s face reminds him of hell-fire and 
Dives that lived in purple. His face is like the D evil’s 
kitchen, where he does nothing but roast malt-worms. 
Then, how Sir John ridicules hell-fire : “ I think the 
Devil will not have me damned, lest the oil that is in me 
should set hell on fire.”  W hen he dies, trusty Bardolph 
exclaims : “ W ould I were with him, wheresome’er he 
is, either in heaven or in h e ll” ; and Mistress Quickly 
replies : “  Nay, sure he’s not in h e ll; he’s in Arthur’s 
bosom, if  ever man went to Arthur’s bosom ,” substi­
tuting, with subtle sarcasm, the legendary English hero 
for the mythical Jewish one.

Mrs. 1’age tells Mrs. Ford to dispense with such a 
trifle as goin g  “ to hell for an eternal moment or so ,” 
thus prophetically poking fun at Dean Farrar’s nonsense 
concerning the eternity or otherwise of everlasting 
punishment.

In Measure for Measure the Clown burlesques St. 
Paul’s twaddle about the subordination of women :—

“ Provost : ‘ Come hither, sirrah. Can you cut off a 
man's head?’ Pompey : ‘ If the man be a bachelor, sir,
I can ; hut if  he be a married man, he is his wife’s head, 
and I can never cut off a woman’s head.’ ”

Elsewhere Shakespeare warns us in lines of passionate 
bitterness :—

III religion
W hat damned error but som e sober brow 
W ill bless it and approve it with a  text.

K ing Richard the Second compares himself to the 
Second Person o f the Trinity, and exalts his own 
misery above that tearful and ill-used person. He 
has “  three Judases, each one thrice worse than Judas.” 
So Judas did to Jesus— “ he, in twelve, found truth in 
•ill but one ; I, in twelve thousand, none.”

In llenrv 17., part 2, the Royal Hunchback flippantly 
says - “  For you shall sup with Jesus Christ to-night."
In the same play (i. 3) the Duchess of Glo’ster says, with 
ladylike reserve

Could I come near your beauty with my nails,
I'd set my ten comm andm ents in t'ly  face.

In Twelfth N ight, when Olivia says of her brother, “  I 
l-now his soul is in heaven, fool,”  like a dum-dum bullet 
conies the rude answer : “  The more fool you, madonna, 
to mourn for your brother being in heaven ” _

Shakespeare, like Professor Huxley, ridicules miracles.
In the scene in Twelfth N ight between M alvolio and the 
Clown lie represents a caricature of the idea that mad- 
___ ;c nor-asioned by demoniacal possession, and is

it was

F r a n c i s  N e .MyB-

ness is occasioned by 
curable by exorcism
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N ot contented with mere iconoclasm, Shakespeare 
explains miracles : —

N o natural exhalation  in the sky,
N o scope o f  N ature, no distem pered day,
N o comm on wind, no custom ed event,
But th ey  w ill pluck a w a y  his natural cause,
And call them m eteors, prodigies, and signs, 
A bortives, p resages , and ton gues o f  heaven.

The explanation loses nothing in force by being put in 
the mouth o f a Cardinal o f the Great L yin g Church.

Helena says (A l l ’s W ell, i. 3) :—

O ur rem edies oft in them selves do lie 
W hich w e a scribe  to heaven.

Timon tells us, with caustic spleen, that gold  “ will 
knit and break religions.”

The dying words of Hamlet, “ The rest is silen ce” ; 
the speech of the D uke in Measure fo r  Measure whilst 
silencing Claudio’s im aginary fears of death,

T h y  best o f  rest is sleep,
And that thou oft provokest,
Y e t  g ro s s ly  fea r’st
T h y  death, which is no more,

amply prove Shakespeare’s heterodoxy. W e  m ight 
continue in this strain alm ost indefinitely ; but enough 
has been said to convince the reader that Shakespeare, 
far from being a Christian, w as a Pagan of the highest 
order.

W hen we compare Shakespeare’s plays and poems 
with the Bible, the absurdity o f supposing that our 
Greatest Poet drew inspiration from that Oriental 
medley is apparent. In w hatever w ay we may draw 
comparisons, Shakespeare stands head and shoulders 
above the authors of “ the source of E nglan d’s great­
ness.”

The finest attem pts at poetry in the Bible, com ­
prising, be it remembered, the w orks of many minds 
in many centuries, touch the dead level o f insignificance 
when put side by side with the sky-soaring grandeurs 
o f the Bard of Avon. Shakespeare’s magnificent efforts 
cover the whole gam ut o f human em otion. But the 
writers of the Bible knew only the coarser passions. 
Shakespeare’s lan guage w as as a quiverful of steel 
arrow s ; but these anonym ous Jewish and Greek scribes 
could only pour out floods of lust and anger ; could only 
utter hoarse cries o f insensate fear and revenge. Com ­
pare the elementary barbarisms of the so-called Sacred 
Volum e with the opulent originality o f Shakespeare. 
Com pare Romeo and J u lie t  with the S on g which is not 
Solom on’s, Lear with Job, and the Songs and Sonnets with 
the Psalm s. R eading the w orks o f the greatest E nglish­
man, we enter a new world, ever filled with eternal 
m eanings. W e see love-sick Antony and Cleopatra 
in a garlanded barge lyin g on a bed o f roses ; we 
sym pathise with brave Othello, stricken with jealousy, 
cruel as the grave ; we laugh with Falstaff, and sorrow 
with Lear. It is a world o f sorrows and joys ; of 
laughter joyous and terrifying, and tears of happiness 
and despair. It is the epitome o f human endeavor, the 
m ockery o f human accomplishment.

Com pared with Shakespeare’s deathless dreams, the 
barbaric lyrics o f the Bible are merely the invocations 
of savages. If they had not been associated with an 
endowed system  of religion, they would, centuries ago, 
have consumed to nothingness in the echoless temple of 
universal silence. M imnermus.

The supposition that the terrors of hell-fire are essential, or 
even conducive, to good morals is contradicted by the facts 
of history. In the Dark Ages there was not a man or a 
woman, from Scotland to Naples, who doubted that sinners 
were sent to hell. The religion which they had was the 
same as ours, with this exception— that everyone believed in 
it. The state of Europe in that pious epoch need not be 
described. — Wimvood Reade.

The clerics and their lay allies commonly tell us that, if we 
refuse to admit that there is good ground for expressing 
definite convictions about certain topics, the bonds of human 
society will dissolve, and mankind lapse into savagery. 
There are several answers to Ibis assertion. One is that the 
bonds of human society were formed without the aid of their 
theology ; and, in the opinion of riot a few competent judges, 
have been weakened, rather than strengthened, by a good 
(leal o f it.— T. K. Huxley.

Acid Drops.
T he Bishop of Manchester has issued a form of p; 
be used in his diocese during the war 
rigmarole, and we don’t suppose the Bishop

sjtfj
It is a most ridk̂ j 

believes» 
e cled
cy.ulc
ts"fl

Vfrica. O f course, he is only doing what is expected0

Disnop oeii«-.--
of it. He is too intelligent a man to think that the

'■ ~v Vtheir congregations will be able, by any words they, 
church or elsewhere, to influence the course of events J- .u

_ ‘ ¡expected1'“
and so far he is earning his salary honestly.

__
Probably the other Bishops are playing the sarTIj/rsiV;

We do not blame them, for we ',n Mi
must be far above the a' c

mer® nT

• f ¿  %
or two of Æ  ¡o

sional game, 
their position. A man
honesty to quarrel with thousands a year on a 
of principle. Still, we should like to have a ca 
under the rose, of course— with one or tv\ - . iv
reverend fathers-in-God. It would be entertaining. 
what they have to say for themselves, and esPcCI cnts 
they have to say on behalf of these “ prayer” docnn o[]|y ■ 
are issuing to the faithful. Perhaps, if they con 
frank with each other, the bishops, the other clergy’ 
laymen would all laugh in concert at the farce.

. ----- . MtedA Plymouth telegram in Monday’s paper sl‘ ]iad sfjy 
Bishop of Truro, dressed in his convocation robeS’ |eli1
to the 2nd Duke of Cornwall’s Regiment, before
South Africa. His lordship is reported to have said if. • « • r*. r ___ f 1/vl. *come to give you a message and gift from God’
‘ I will certainly be with thee.’ Meanwhile, we■ 
you whenever the churches are open in every vn ‘ b 
wall.”

Hf*
i t

f Çill V*

sickening :_ Seriously considered, this 
sidered, it is very amusing. The soldiers go 
and perhaps to die ; while the bishop ... . 
living in comfort and prosperity. No doubt he

out
ild icrs . to r . .1
S lavs a t h«"1, ’us I1" AStay-7“ ; .i.hiRs , i,,.

•'""¡jnJ >
fair division of labor. They fight, and he l,I‘P(S';, “b" 
have an equal share in the result. But they gBut they g1**fa,i f 1"
day, and he gets several pounds ; which is 1)0
division of the cash. lV*

“ Truro ” tells the soldiers that God 
the men of God on the side of the Boers 
is with them. We daresay he is as much 
is with the other. So ev­
ader all. The divine blessing 
ward off a piece of shell. And “ Truro 
well as we do.

i* «í ü s v í í
> ! 
lili1'IJU is* in»-*'-.. mu • (fini

very tiling depends l,P^jc a 1,LL t;;r 
ilessing won’t turn > that Jknows

After telling the soldiers that God wi 
them, the noble “ Truro ” informs them 
prayed for all the time. Docs he mean 
with them they are in bad hands? 
the prayers will be addressed to Old 
sure of the protection of both parties?

11 -ertaí t í M
ilia* l5 . $
th»1 ;

Or d o * !#  I»' 
Nick> s

The Christian Agi 
sternest facts. W riting on the war 
course of events has shown that

is not~tcT be d is c o u r a ^ ÿ l^ 1',,:'

were offered up in hundreds of churches « 
ancc with the Divine Providential order sonic

¡t sayS Vor PCÍ‘ÍV Í"¡|Ithe prayers |lt,t '"
Is
°.f ^ e t « ^

still continue to pray for peace.” There 1» 
sublime in this hopeless perseverance

“ Can I believe in God the Father 
of discourses 
W. H. Clarl 
is interrog
Clarke and the Harvard students 
they believe in God the Father .
nothing to prevent them, except the Pa crtt

rln nnl nt rill nnlnf to tllC gOVC

is$ $ Ûrses delivered by an American ^  J’’!1
arke, to the Harvard School 0 t00ffef
native, and it seems impolite n c0ufsC’ VL :-?

- s can, pr v]e»se( cs'.5V  

the p a t e ^  ftc il 'j  iv e ,!« 1

which do not at all point to the SpVc“ '.\cr to 
the Father or God the Son. It ^ajjcrol J°l 
present moment, in the existence of . . f
Redvcrs Buller. ____ . , sI>0/Væ

The old Bishop of Liverpool, (
for many years enjoyed an income

f\0\
of IV?

year,
many years enjoyeu ,.v

which will pass on to his |]C will VV.’:«f£l p :

quishing the bishopric, however, ^ r¡ty
live upon his savings, or upon , t0 ¡1 ■ -

He is entitled, we understa ’ urn
ii>

tians. H e is »aniueu, we —  . Sltl..
of ¿'1,400 a year ; which is a very j,is O'0cC( ^
upon while preparing himself utm°s  ̂ 50̂

J.
\\ 1“; ? ; 
iV'iit̂ 'i

a yearly income, pay: 
punctuality, and totallv uricoiinec«-“ne ¡̂5

R blc with tl>cJ th any' $ g
m  iy unconnected ine

even an ex-bishop is likely to postpoi ^
for a very lengthy period. ___ „aid ° :nc0̂ i lt p*** t. J (S9

Bishop R\le is by no means the f 

£io,oix> I  ____
¿,15,000. Still, it must be, salary«sun» h* 11114j* vt,:np’ 5a ,<A:iiS
above £ 10  a day, is an astom* r  » Je? 
of the “ poor carpenter of N A7
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nirû neyto  pay his taxes with. His modern representatives 
auffn in their sleeves at his financial simplicity.
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tl*c Bencjf'05 bas completed eighteen years’ service on

le was appc
er 1. 1881, and was transferred to the Chancery

. ---**«*0 wnjjuticu cigiiLccu )caia aervicu U
and is entitled to_ a retiring pension of ¿73,500t ___  - / w  v t U ” “

(?ar- He was appointed a judge of the Queen’s Bench on 
g o p h er i, 188., and wJ . t1 .-
i ' ls'on on April 12, 188’,. The newspapers mention tins 
1 ’ out do not give the reason of his transference. 1 lie

Prisoner his lordship ever tried was the editor of the 
thaf ll1l̂ eri and his conduct of the trial was so scandalous 
n. 110 one was astonished at his immediate removal to the 
r'./lc®ry Division. Mr. Justice North is a bigoted Roman 
“l i 10 lc> and his presiding over the trial of a Freethinker -or
»'asphemy” w«c — ---------" "  ' ' ''•tlituO’. iy ” was one of the great farces ol the nincteent

v^ W n g could exceed the cold malignity on Mr- Justice
iiim \S âce w'len that packed jury’s verdict o .uheist. 
0n,l le opportunity of passing sentence upon • * . . j.̂
thefiSaw ln llls countenance the bitter passi m il;lVe 
niail'reof tlle stal<e for the martyrs ot old. H vould
lla e.a splendid Inquisitor. The groans ol a 

e been sweet music to his ears.

th?flrlng  the time that Mr. Justice North 
his ? 4een’s IW -1. t>i-- ' ■.Queen’s Rtlme ^'at Mr. Justice North sat as a judge in 
1 ' judpn10 , ’’ eh Division he was famous for the number of 
,as quite r ntS Wll!cl* were reversed. One of his judgments 
‘nade thee v.ntl>' been appealed against; that, namely, which 
sPeeches> J " " es reporter the owner of Lord Rosebery’s

.Cle
Tlhs:” Cllt
Nue

is (| - ^angwiu, the I’aschal Lamb, and the 1’ig.
r ,c hinny combination presented 

01 lIlu Si. James's Gazette.i fÿ 'y  annoved ■/;" '! ,s 's Casette. Zangwill, it seems, is 
1 /le C'li//,/,; al the criticisms

Scott, Zangwill, the Paschal .
> r.....  to us 111 a recent

it
t e n  -,7 -’ v;u al the criticisms on his dramatised version 

10ses U\iVldren "J !'"■  Ghetto, as produced in New \ oik. He 
fieinij, te,l1Per, and, of course, becomes an easy prey to his 
'•"stead nr lu finds that lie
•s »eat01 treating 

lk enough to t

‘V ’ iS‘!|s : “ Ever since I lectured on ‘ Tlic Drama as a bine 
siUirn,int -C b?C11 told that all the world of insect life, seen 
°V(-'1' \v 111 the sun when the old moss-grown stone is rolled 

ds r This, to start with, is

is accused of blasphemy, and, 
the charge with absolute indifference, lie 

attempt to defend himself.

have to undergo three full weeks’ imprisonment. This, indeed, 
is piety on compulsion.

A St. John’s Wood gentleman who recently died left by 
will an antique watch, formerly the property of Francis 
Gastrell, “ who made himself infamous by cutting down, 
whilst rector of Stratford-on-Avon, the mulberry tree planted 
by Shakespeare in the rectory garden.”

The inflictions to which the poor are subjected in work- 
houses, infirmaries, and hospitals by preaching and praying 
zealots constitute no fancied grievance. The subject inciden­
tally came before the Lambeth Poor Law Guardians last 
week. The chairman said there had been too much amateur 
preaching in the house ; even the wards had been invaded. 
On one occasion, when he felt compelled to interfere, a man 
was standing on a chair between two poor creatures who 
were dying, and was shouting as though he were addressing 
a meeting of 10,000 people in Trafalgar-square.

Mr. J. E. Turner said he had witnessed a similar scene in 
the infirmary, where a man was declaiming from a chair only 
three beds from a dying person. Other members of the 
Board declared that the house was a kind of happy hunting- 
ground for anyone who chose to come in and din the ears of 
the unhappy inmates. The discussion was adjourned.

The Edinburgh Free Library is not to be opened for a few 
hours on Sundays. So the authorities have decided. They 
know that the readers of books won’t go to kirk, but they 
think that this is a way of telling them that they ought to. 
Some day or other, no doubt, the Edinburgh authorities will 
have to yield to the spirit of progress. May we suggest to 
them that they might begin with a pious compromise—  
namely, by opening the Free Library on Sundays, but lock­
ing up ah the books except those in the theological depart­
ment ?

llicviL 1 folb7 1... 10 probability is that, until Ins play was

5 1 ? 1, Knew much about him, or carcd_ to inquire 
ard ol his novel— perhaps had read it and that

,ll; “ refused to believe” that critics were 
tlult ,K ,u5 Wood. lie  rather regarded them as so 

H ” u>e gre Teff5*1 out of Hie hands of the manatrers. ButHia heat e r  uc 01 U,t
ÌJ^Ca.hóg'Si.S“ "pietistic

comes on the scene with all his 
prejudices, and delivers himself 

Hha»""“ “ Pla)'> as we mentioned last week. 
U >as gone for “ my dear Scott.”

f % ! d yS: “ I • __ -..by ¿am  i!!'! shocked at finding that you were notng*.7 ¿‘ (ira anil at 1I,lu,l,s  llU4t »*
wk.. you ¿ c Rounders, but that is as nothing- to

:'''.ere you sh S p Ck?d b-v The Children o f the Ghetto. 
the i>.10 , <ed Because of comic allusions to 

H nin., aschal Lamb, and the Passover. But
[filly s.s‘ah,
ü'itÎLs'r, ^

Id have known«. " ’ a man of your intelligen̂ ® * one 0f  tlic associa 
v s? words in the Jewish play . j them. 1 °  ]  .i.ai 

•q.!th which Christianity has invested ni;in) the l« sc't ‘ [  
,7 1 le expected Messiah is mere j offering

a shadowy survival of the «W Often, on
^  niol;lSS0mWy at Jerusalem on tlw■ i e Day ot A*

saered fast of the Jewish > . 0f  the - ,

S fe °  ° ^ r ig ? S e k  orthod"ol Neighbors by feasting

°ns 
°uSht(

;ar Seeo t t ^ ' f  *n. condescending to explain, especially 
'Orn" “ u can cn;',v -ls pot likely to be satisfied withany- 

"Se float:"?1 1,1 11 the scent of the hay or the per-
of ;CnePt he

Ce°se Ooat: .......... ~ w
I'P1- ‘ ng  over the footlights.

"°vetfr spgpf'Paiti ),•([/ P°ints out that no one seems to have 
Nn.ri iiid r '®s at . 1 Passage in one of Lord Rosebery’s 
mttiKfCc clCr, Crred to 11! , i f 0 was speaking of Jane Austen’s

„  -, ____hardly recognise as
1 be iff. L. imagines Bishop Reunion 

'lenio7irity abn,,V?T "  ho were present. There is, how- 
* <efia tin n •' 0rd Rosebery’s oratorical wit that, 

.,' ' l . Pr'nt, ¡ts subtlety often requires a second
l0r>

V ^ t e i . , -  .10you

' S S T $ n £ theanCe. C1 offe- -en

ncja attend Sunday-school and church for 
tha s’ ° r t>° lo prison for twenty-one days, 

. " ’ayor ot an Ohio town, and the prisoner 
, Hie two forms of punishment, the 
tha*f -r Sur>day-school and church attend- 

,r lie missed one attendance he would

A11 engineer called Edouard Silva, living at Rio de Janeiro, 
is said to be curing all sorts ol diseases by simply laying his 
hands on the sick. We have heard of that sort of thing 
before. These healers generally cause a great sensation for 
a lime, and then are soon forgotten. Their successes, such 
as they arc, belong to the region of pathology. Excitement 
and suggestion make up what is often called “ faith,” which 
goes a long way with a certain class of patients. But few, if 
any, permanent cures are effected ; the patients, in the end, 
fall back into their ordinary mental condition, and their 
malady resumes its former course.

No doubt some of the “ miracles of healing” which we 
read of in the histories of the ages of faith for instance, in 
the New Testament— were actual occurrences. But the 
cases were never followed up to the bitter end. In all 
probability the “ cured ” patients relapsed. But they ceased 
to be interesting when they had once demonstrated the 
power of the wonder-worker, and no one inquired what 
became of them afterwards.

The Rev. II. W. Ilorwill, M.A., in the Bible Christian 
Magazine for November, declares that the Churches of 
England have, in regard to the war, taken Baal to be their 
God instead of Jehovah. This is rather an unfortunate state­
ment, observes the Church Gazette, for“ ‘Jehovah’ (or Yahvcli) 
embodies the purely Hebrew conception of godship, not the 
higher views of Deity held iji England and to-day. And it 
happens that Yahveli was most certainly' a  God of Hosts, and 
his commands were pleaded in defence of quite atrocious acts 
of slaughter.”

“ The biographical notices of Mr. Grant Allen,” says one of 
the contributors to the Christian World, “ which have been 
appearing during the last few days are scarcely pleasant read­
ing for the Christian public. That a man of so keen and 
cultured intellect, and of character in many respects so 
estimable, should stand to the last resolutely outside the 
religious feeling and belief which to many of us are the life 
of life, should cause some searching of heart. To say that 
this was a case of religious color-blindness is not enough.
If it were mere idiosyncrasy, it would not be so widely shared. 
What we have yet to be waked up to is a full sense of the 
difficulties that organised and official Christianity has placed 
in the way of faith for the scientific mind of to-day.”

The writer of “ Gossip on Books and Bookies,” in the 
Sunday .Sun, observes, apropos.of the cremation of the remains 
of Mr. Grant Allen, that that form of disposal of the dead 
seems to be coming rapidly into vogue with literary people.
He regards it, however, as a very heartless, soul-chilling 
method, and says that “ the mere witnessing of such a 
cerem&ny does more to destroy one’s faith in the Hereafter 
than all the arguments that were ever uttered or penned 
against Christianity.” This is a very slashing kind of state­
ment, but sadly lacking in sense. Cremation simply effects 
more rapidly tlie change which, all the same, takes place in 
the earth by a process very unpleasant to tiling pf,
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Wc see that the Bishop of Manchester has been “ con­
secrating ” a new church, St. Cyprian’s, at Salford. We 
understand that this kind of job brings in something like 
,¿20 to the “ consecrator.” In return for that sum he 
supplies the building with the requisite number of cubic 
yards of Holy Ghost.

Bishop Moorhouse threw in a sermon as a sort of make­
weight. In the course of it he deplored that the present age 
was growing “ so worldly minded,” one cause of which he 
considered to be “ the great increase of secular knowledge.” 
His lordship is clearly of opinion, as we are, that the more 
people know of earth the less they care for heaven, and the 
less easy it is to frighten them with hell.

The Rev. Hugh Price Hughes was one of those who 
denounced Lord Rosebery in the name of the Nonconformist 
Conscience. Lord Rosebery kept race-horses ; he also won 
the Derby ; and such conduct, on the part of a Liberal prime 
minister, was simply intolerable. It was the duty of all 
Nonconformists to rally round that true Christian man and 
proxy teetotaller, Sir William Harcourt, who soon afterwards 
lost his seat for Derby and had to take a “ safe ” seat in the 
West on the “ Celtic fringe.”

The ex-President of the Wesleyan Conference now sails on 
quite another tack. He prophesies that the Liberal defeat at 
Bow “ will be repeated in every part of the kingdom if the 
Liberal party follows, on this [South African| question, the 
lead of Sir William Harcourt, Mr. Morley, and the Daily 
Chronicle, instead of supporting Lord Rosebery, Sir Henry 
Fowler, and the Daily News." Evidently the Nonconformist 
Conscience is capable of many and great changes. But 
imagine the feelings of poor Sir William Harcourt ! It is 
almost a case of E l lu Brute !

The Evangelical Alliance has held a Conference at Bristol, 
and one of the speakers, a Mr. G. F. Chambers, of East­
bourne, delivered his little mind on the subject of Sabbath 
desecration. Even battles, he said, ought not to be fought 
on Sunday. Battles fought on the Lord's Day generally 
resulted in Ihe defeat of the aggressors. So said this 
Evangelical Alliancer, who had better read history before he 
talks again. The Battle of Waterloo was fought on a Sun­
day. it was on a Sunday that Admiral Dewey smashed the 
Spanish fleet at Manila. It was on a Sunday that the other 
Spanish fleet was smashed outside Santiago. These are a 
few cases, and wc could give this Evangelical Alliancer some 
more. But enough is as good as a feast. Besides, we don’t 
want to devote too much of our space to his special instruc­
tion.

Mr. Michaels Joseph, master tailor, 106 Mile-end-road, has 
had (rouble with his workpeople, who have taken to assault­
ing each other, and thus obtained an introduction to the 
magistrate. According to Mr. Joseph’s evidence, two of the 
assaulters left work at his place because he employed Chris­
tians as well as Jews. O f course, these two workmen belonged 
to the Jewish persuasion, and their action has at least the 
charm of novelty. Christians have persecuted Jews long 
enough, and now the Jews arc trying to get their own 
back. We hope, however, that they will cease following a 
bad Christian example. One act of persecution does not 
balance another ; it simply doubles the mischief.

Rev. C. Lloyd Engstrbm, secretary of the Christian Evidence 
Society, lectured last Sunday afternoon at St. Stephen’s Insti­
tute, St. John’s Wood, on “ The Failure of Secularism.” This 
reverend gentleman might more appropriately lecture on the 
failure of the Christian Evidence Society to propagate Chris­
tian Evidences. He might also lecture on the failure of the 
Christian Evidence Society to maintain any sort of standard of 
decent speech amongst its open-air advocates.

Rev. Dr. Clifford has found a new proof of Christian pro­
gress. “ The bath,” he said on Citizen Sunday, " was no 
longer thought to be inimical to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.” 
This implies that the bath used to be thought inimical to the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. W c thank Dr. Clifford for the admis­
sion.

Writing on sixpenny novels, the Daily News notes that 
" the Sheldon boom ” is dead. Our contemporary has even a 
Ming at the Grand Old Man's theology. Mr. Gladstone’s 
Iniprcgnablc /hu h is now published at sixpence, and the Daily 
.\i~u's says that it “ may be called serious, lirst, because Mr. 
Gladstone^ wrote it, and, secondly, because it deals with the 
Bible. Whether the same epithet might be applied to critical 
remarks on the Old Testament by any other man who did 
not know Hebrew is a question hardly worth pursuing.”

What the newspapers call a “ pathetic ” case of poverty is 
reported at West Ham. A relieving officer found an old 
couple, Mr. and Mrs. Manning, between seventy and eighty 
years of age, living ¡n a dreadful state of destitution ; and 
the Rev. Tom Warren, at the Guardians’ meeting, stated 
that lie knew for an absolute fact that the old people had

lived for three years on nothing else but dry bread. hjf 
paying rent out of their parish relief, they had only tjj|? 
pence-halfpenny a day left for their subsistence. Well, »,* 
be true, and the Rev. Tom Warren knew it all the 5'nj[' 
what was he doing to let it continue so long ? Why “‘7̂  
not ask his fellow believers to give the poor old couple a 11 
butter (say) for Christ’s sake ?

The Freethinker question has figured in the W e s t j  
municipal elections. The “ Alliance Candidates” in *aVQj(jl1 
“ pure literature”— including the smutty stories of the ., 
— issued a special bill for the electors, calling upon tW^ 
vote in each ward for the candidate who promised 1° „f|, 
the Freethinker out of the Public Library. It is n°* 1;; 
that municipal elections turn on such a pivot, and we supi 
we ought to thank the bigots for their advertisement.

Councillor Jacobs, replying to the “ Alliance Candid® 
bill, said that he was a Christian, but still in favor of J )(ir£ 
to the Freethinker, which he declared to be “ in no sens ^  
objectionable or pernicious than some religious paPe*T j  0  
are to be found on every minister’s table.” He assert ¡„jiir* 
the reactionists were using the Freethinker question  ̂of 
the party of municipal progress and hinder the " 
reform.

The Rev. James Mayo,
hrídí'

of Trinity College, vr : )t j i c
seems to be affected in his old age with the prevail 
spirit; but he chose a safe victim in the person ® 
whom he pursued into a shop, beating him there wit“ -yiies1’ 
and throwing him down and jumping upon his cbj 'reyercl1 
indulgences in “ muscular Christianity ” brought the lV|]i 
gentleman— or whatever he is— before the magistra .[ fi­
lmed him 10s., with u s . 6d. costs. On the who ^ jj0 s 
rather a cheap bit of sport for a person in the k 
Mayo's position.

-----  . r j m
An old Sabbatarian law has just been enforced m 

cut—a law enacted by the old Puritans, who thoabp^y 
a black thing to do anything pleasant on the Lord giss'l'.jj 
student of Vale University has been sent to pr'-soa . |ic": 
a New Haven girl on Sunday. Next time, pern* I ’
wait and kiss her twice on Monday.

A lady suddenly expired while attending a bapt'-1 
in the Congregational Church at Andover.

iiid -M¡ertiff

General Booth at E d in b u rgh -

I 1
and
But the proceedings— 0I1 ! Lord.

Up to that point I had never known what 
was— fervent prayer on the part of '

I "'«"Liili1)'
had a colossal treat on Monday e v e n i n g - .  „C(Sf>lU 
id hear General Booth. He is a very stn '

Wrta ICI »tilt JSiajrvi V/ll HIV |/un -

missioner appointed to pray seemed to tear it 
vtals. But the ringing-in of the converts was the 
farce The. faithful were commanded to Pra) 'L ' on ,11!*súme .L n  q f cslide'r's S F S ™  T “ * comlan d e d  to pray 
knees the ,tl rwafd> and they did pray, son- 1() . „  
From 'tim e ! ,ef?’ more strenuous, wallowing °a u \ge&h 

m '-me to time, the extent of prayer was........... . L t "  being c°‘"“ everybody who is praying for a convert 
to hold up their right hand. waS, *; „0 <-

ver
lic " 'V Í

s t r i k i n g  ° f  r« ht bands went up. s ,r hmg commentary on the futility o f pray- . 
slider appeared. Thereupon it was' decided to 6,,W  >■

sfarTfad -la.d ‘ u l,rst verse ^ en  sung when 
the chief h M'enCe ^  ‘be blast of a brass win
“ \Vhifa nmCr’ . T .his was that he* v\c were sinking these lines the *irf//all old------nrt be/!ct]C.--------sinking tnese im c» »» in»* »■' if,
forward. Thank God for the first co n v e rt^  (0 
Singing was started with re n e w e d  v ,£ 0 . \  ”  o f l.\ l it 
rupted at every half-verse by the ** w. / r f|lC■ jpted at every half-verse by ... . .
And thus on till the converts counted into ''jjic®!1

The General, it might be noted, did n° j'|Card at’1’ 
was infra dig  for one so near God 10 ,,a,sily tlr.,' |1ie»,t’ *II* 3 U  l iv e * »  --------  - m i y

Him I cannot say. His address was '"'ented"'^?. 
has a harsh voice. But there was " ’V .dicrc 
when the (ieneral comes again may I 1,0

fromTheology of the old stamp, so far ■ - cUi.- -„g -a
love nature, teaches us that it is untL,|/c|iuddc«to* t
us to look upon the animal creation wit naf ll3t 
upon the whole race of man o u ts id e  la"’5.,, 
delivered over to the devil, and uppu ttiiich ". jfl‘)c. it.i- 
large as a temporary mechanism 111 jo)*11 ,j
caught, but from which we arc t o « P « ^ d  e
It is science, not theology, which h a s c h ^  
the Atheists, Infidels, and Rational!- > j, l0.esprt 
called, who have taught us t° u li  j  not f0

Coor fellow denizens of the w o rld , at p.<P 
ecause almighty benevolence could them to heaven .—Lysli^ Stephen,

Jr
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

November 12, Prince of Wales Assembly Rooms, 
Whi '̂-eet, Birmingham: 11, “ Back to Christ ; 3t „ le 
|!r, ° War in South Africa: A Freethinker's View ; 7, the rN>  of God.“

O'ember 26, Camberwell.

L  c ,,.arles
Live

To Correspondents.

Sugar Plums.

Lectu re N o tice ,” 
r. Foote, who w as out o f  town.

______ I R u n a is u  i s . — N ovem ber
Uâl,*',/epP °°l ; 19, C am berw ell. D ecem ber 3, Athenreum
, ' London. I0, M an ch ester; u ,  Bolton ; 17. M a" :Ot-ster— All

com m unications for M r. C h a rles W a tts  should 
reni ei.lt to him a t  24 C arm inia-road, B alham , S .W . a 
cnc^s‘® required, a  stam ped and a d d ressed  envelope must be 

W. S|
a”d \v>NS— A ° lIr envelop,: w as not m arked 
llen J1!*’ therefore, sent on to M 

E. g j,e lts n°n-insertion.
T,\yi 1X,S,~ T ° °  late  for la s t  w eek.

If tk'0[.-~ L ec tu re  N o tices should be sent in sep arate envelopes. 
Person n “ or happens to be a w a y , letters addressed  to Inin 
letter ¡a ^  cannot be opened by others. T h e  m atter ol ) ou \ V , ^  tended to. 1

VViisPKr‘ —Schopenhauer’s m asterpiece is expensive, and, 
reading. T h e  volum es o f  se lected  e ssays, trans-

re.,; ...... B ailey  Saunders, w ould prove m o re  ge n era lly
Scven vni“' They are  pu rch asable  sep arately . 1 her « _

, ,H:r cent 'iînes '"  »H. a t 2s. 6d. each, su bject to the usual -5
d'scount.

C s ’hard'¡ntel.hy Mr

ttKsi

-E,P*g0

^ " - ï h Î k s - ’'11 ürCpS-
-M inserted.

a,1y  thanks for j-our w eek ly  batch o f useful

Oct
< 3'-

;p— Vour i , .„-l- o f  ”  Manchester,— • postcard bore the pos n < -lt may  h ave
. .. It reached us on Wednesday, .*> 

l>.r e“vered late on Tuesday night.
. it „ "̂ he paper you refer to has not reai te
'«s’e  i,RKES— 'Thanks. Sec paragraph. Limited,

V VANCE- Secretary of the S ecu lar^  General Meet- 
"'K, on },° announce that several Notices o post Oflice
â 0 -..le inst., have been returns . tiiC gecular
V ietv'?. marked “ gone away. Mem x  by notifying
chJW’ Limited, would confer a favor upon her oy 

address.V , ,ansé’of' ^ ed-
Preeth,

Ä : r ° sn whole d
ï s . 7 , > w o K ,, ' - v “  b*v

K

our sym pathy, though your 
Jls absurd . Y o u  cannot exp ect to find any 

I'd \V(/, ^are sin- G Vontents you  a g re e  with. A rticles in the 
? thn . lave . h.ach w riter exp resses his own thought,N Æ v en ev-

"a v  .. er closed our colum ns to decent discussion.
tie i!'\*avor nt'rÍV m'staken you r reference lo  Incorsoli.

(;n°rSe, ¡( w a r with Spain ; not that he liked war,
* U becau se  it put a stop to som ething’ still

.yron’s ' e°eived, and having attention.
 ̂ He ttors show, on the contrary, tha

l'<'itiPn Is not-, pfJnnfcd its doctrines and its su,—..... —
.'he o,? 'he ,nst'an simply because lie admires and accepts
'J.( lt‘r matted teaching of Jesus. We know nothing about

it he was not a 
and its supernaturalism

‘0f th ^ R .-e
ee,tPaPcrSV bi‘Vary 

J .K  UMnham ,,PU d,d n_. ...
• lsheu erstand .K*onally> hut we had heard o f him, and can 

' A curj0llB ,es‘ ccm in which you held him.

W> T-‘ ',“ y not'ce  in anoth er column. T hanks 
c did not kn ow  the late Mr. W . II. B arker,

No;
, . ‘1|

ti
'cecet o ^ e d

°«s ho,Age-podge, hardly worth criticism.
i Tt-D, ‘Iear VOn'lt!1,,‘Lanks. Formal receipt in due course. 

or .LEtw, ,  k°u will take further Sha
i ‘ Vi r - d - a d ,  Str:

'00k

ires when possible.
, --.a ttorti, K ., is tlie new  secre- 

L ran ch, to whom all com m unications

'r N i^ V R ,7-.IVED_o~”'v ‘" to the matter.
i ar'~ I 're ij„? u "lar T h o u gh t— L iterary  G uide— Bostc 
aa^ress've • n ? r,'~L>e V rije  G e d a c h le — Isle ol MaA ve A hinhor V41.Ì iit- .t j T :u.....Rii

^ Pini

Boston 
m

Agn; ‘  hinker-Ethical World-Liberator—Blue
*°n— Î'S Annual—Trutliseeker (New York)— 

s' ■■ ' ¡for

After the fog came the rain. Sunday was a miserable day 
in London. Nevertheless, a good audience assembled at the 
Athemeum to hear Mr. Foote’s lecture on “ A Search for the 
Soul.” Mr. Harry Brown presided, and the lecture was 
followed by questions and discussion. All who were present 
appeared to be having a good time.

Mr. Foote visits Birmingham to-day (Nov. 12), and delivers 
three lectures in the Prince of Wales Assembly Rooms, 
Broad-street. Large audiences are certain, and the local 
saints who wish to secure seats should make a point of 
coming in good time.

Mr. Cohen was wrongly announced as the lecturer at the 
Athemeum Hall this evening (Nov. 12). He occupies the 
platform on Nov. 19 and 26. Mr. Border is the lecturer 
to-night, his subject being “ The Gospels as History.” We 
hope the London “ saints ” will give him a good audience 
and a hearty greeting.

The General Members’ Meeting of the Secular Society, 
Limited, will be held on Wednesday next at the Manchester 
Hotel, Aldersgate-street, London, E.C. Mr. G. W. Foote, 
Chairman of the Board of Directors, will preside. The pro­
ceedings will commence punctually at eight p.m. A copy of 
the annual balance-sheet, duly audited by an accountant, has 
been posted to members. The report will be read by the 
Chairman, and probably printed afterwards.

Owing to the preoccupation of the stage, so to speak, the 
Twentieth Century Fund, which it was resolved to raise on a 
motion at the Birmingham Conference, has had to bide its 
time. But it has by no means been forgotten. It will take 
its turn shortly. Meanwhile we may note that £20  is already 
in the Treasurer’s hands for this Fund. It was promptly 
contributed by Mr. J. Umpleby, of Blackburn, the oldest of 
the National Secular Society’s vice-presidents, and a sturdy 
Freethinker of the brave old school.

Mr. Joseph Symes’s Liberator (Melbourne) for September 30 
is just to hand. We see that our old friend and colleague re­
produces our paragraphs from the Freethinker of August 27 
about his proposed visit to England. Mr. Symes says that 
his hopes are not exactly bright, but he adds : “ I am sincerely 
gratified by the kindness Mr. Eoote has shown.” Well, friend 
Joseph, it is not. so much kindness, after all, as bare justice— 
though everybody, by the way, does not render justice. You 
have fought a hard and gallant battle for Freethought at the 
antipodes ; and, as the Freethought (lag is one and the same 
all over the globe, you are entitled to just as much thanks and 
respect as though you had fought and suffered in England.

Mr. Symes wants three things : an editor for the Liberator 
in his absence, who will work without a salary ; a lecturer to 
occupy the Melbourne Freethought Hall platform ; and money 
for the trip to England. Wc cannot very well help him with 
respect to the editor and the lecturer, but wc are strongly 
inclined to help him with respect to the money. Wc think 
of asking the English Freethinkers to contribute towards the 
expenses of Mr. Symes’s visit to England, and we shall be 
very happy to give our own mite to the fund.

We have already staled that Mr. Symes is once more 
lecturing in the Freethought Hall, which was lost to him 
and the party for several years owing to the tricks of 
“ trustees.” The “ trustee” difficulty has been completely 
overcome in England by the incorporation of the Secular 
Society, Limited. Halls or other property held by this 
Society cannot possibly be alienated.

9 „ T uno,. “ •■ ■ ■ uhi— iru tn se e n er  (i\ew 1
L eerán ?• Indi-,1 ? Newspaper— Sydney Bulletin I........

S0,.;leM Exa'mi (' oucester.sliire Echo—Tordi of Reason
m S&o - *a niinor* y __ , ^ , er..,, nr.... hie/^letv '"'v,lni,ner~Zoophilist- ™ Sf  ̂f°r tv, »
'!* k°’,?c')tte-Ed“ or 'Lb.

Cresccnt—Two Worlds

V> J er'st|‘eet ^  F  fee thinker should be addressed to

, , T e‘y s office is 
et,ers should

at N o. 377 Strand, 
be addressed  to M iss

° V * W cRs
f”r l O  'vili ¡in Ston ecutter-street by first post

«lust

11,1 í '^ fe ó ^ S L 're  'sh"0,1 be '''so rted .
? C f' C E’C. h0U,d be sent

’ half at tjjp Jfr^ d e d  d irect’ from the publishing

to Mr. R. Fordcr, 2S Stonc-

Looking at Mr. Symes’s advertisement of his Sunday 
evening lectures in the Freethought Hall, wc notice that he 
charges 3d., (>d., and '
and clergymen—free.”

is. for admission, but adds, “ Ladies 
That’s just like Joseph.

year,

V iti,

foil ow in g  rates, prepaid :— O ne year,> Ss. 2d . , r .... * '<*ics, _
us nn_ ’ ’ ‘ bree months, 2s. Sd.

Aocl!'assages<t'i'SPuFers would enhance the favor by 
) '5i  5 W . kTisg,. wnich they wish us to call attention.

^ P  ^ ^  e S ^ L r T h i r t y  w ords, fid. ; e v e ry  s u e  
Cfo u°»o, r .  f Jup ta y tJ  Advertisem ents :— O ne inch, 

** bd.; column, ¿ 1  5s, Special torfP8

We arc glad to hear that Mr. Charles Watts had two capital 
audiences in Aberdeen last Sunday. In the evening over 
six J Kindred people paid to hear his lecture on Colonel 
lngersoll. The applause at both meetings was very enthu­
siastic, and Mr. Watts expresses his pleasure at the hearty 
reception accorded him by (he Aberdeen friends. The local press 
gave a favorable report of the gatherings, and said “ the meet­
ings were very largely attended.” After the evening lecture 
a Branch of the N. S. S. was started, and several members 
were enrolled. On Monday and Tuesday last Mr. Watts 
lectured in Dundee.

To-day, Sunday, November y 
times in Liverpool, where wc 
audiences,

¡, Mr. Watts lectures three 
hopo he will have good

The West Hapi Branch, which was started in the midst of
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the Freethinker agitation there, has conducted a very success­
ful open-air propaganda during the summer. These outdoor 
meetings are now discontinued, but will be resumed next 
season. Meanwhile, the Branch meets every Thursday 
evening at 8 in the Rock Room of the Workman’s Hall, 
where friends as well as members will be heartily welcomed 
by the committee.

A Testimonial Concert for the benefit of Mr. John Fagan, 
who has for many years worked in the Freethought and other 
progressive movements, will take place at the Bradlaugh Club 
on Tuesday evening, November 21, at 8.30. The tickets are 
sixpence each, and can be obtained from the secretary, Mr. 
W. Simons, at 36 Newington-green-road, N. We hope this 
function will be successful, or, at least, that there will be a 
good sale of tickets.

Those who do not care to buy tickets, and yet wish to 
contribute towards this testimonial to Mr. Fagan, can send 
a subscription to Mr. George Wright, the treasurer of the 
fund, at the Bradlaugh Club.

The Literary World says that one of Grant Allen’s most 
recent letters was addressed to Dr. Furneaux Jordan, of 
Birmingham. In it he stated that certain of the Hilda 
Wade stories in the Strand Magazine were inspired by Dr. 
Jordan’s work on Character as Seen in Body and Parentage.

In its leading article on the death of Anna Swanwick, the 
Daily News remarked incidentally that “ Euripides was an 
aggressive Freethinker,” and that “ Sophocles, like Goethe, 
treated religion with cold respect,” while Aristophanes 
“ laughed at everything and everybody, except Sophocles, 
patriotism, and peace.” The one great “ religious” poet 
amongst the Greeks of that age was Hischylus. O f course, 
these facts are well known to scholars, but we like to see 
them stated in a general newspaper like the Daily Nexus. It 
will do the Christian world a lot of good to be told how many 
of the greatest men have been sceptics and “ infidels.”

We reproduce on another page an interview with Mrs. 
Ingersoll on the subject of Divorce. It appeared originally 
in the New York Journal. Mrs. Ingersoll states that her 
confidence was betrayed by a relative. She agrees with all 
that her husband said on the subject, but she objects to being 
put in the attitude of having been interviewed for a public 
print. However, the “ interview ” has been published, and 
we hope we commit no offence by reproducing it. It is just 
as well, by giving it in extenso, to spoil the chance of pious 
misrepresenters on this side of the Atlantic.

The New York Tnithseeker announces that a new and 
complete edition of Ingersoll’s works is to be published in 
twelve volumes. Each volume will be illustrated with photo­
gravures. Several volumes of the set will contain entirely 
new matter. The price of the cloth edition will be eighteen 
dollars.

We have received a copy of the balance-sheet of the 
Ridley-road open-air lecture-station, showing a slight balance 
on the right side. Mr. Davey and Mr. Simons have worked 
hard and assiduously in connection with this propagandist 
effort. The Ridley-road station is now well established, 
Kingsland-green being abandoned as much less suitable.

The Freethought Publishing Company, Limited, is not 
without friends in America. Th6 New York Tmthseeker 
wishes “ Success to the venture.” Dr. E. B. Foote, senior, 
of New York and Larchmont, subscribes for five fully paid-up 
Shares. VYc value his sympathy. He is one of the finest 
Freethinkers and one of the best men in America.

Obituary.
T he Gloucestershire Echo reports the death of Mr. William 

Henry Barker, of Cheltenham, a well-known local Radical 
and Freethinker. Mr. Barker was “ universally respected 
and esteemed for his sincerity and integrity,” our contem­
porary says. He went to prison under the Vaccination Laws, 
and his goods were seized for Church rates. “ He took in the 
Freethought journals and pamphlets for his own and his 
customers’ edification,” the Echo states, “ and many pro­
found debates on theological subjects have taken place in his 
shop.” We desire to add our own expression of sympathy 
with the bereaved family.

I have to report with deep regret the death of Mrs. Hannah
Pottage, aged sixty-four, the beloved wife of Mr. C. J. Pottage,
which occurred at Palmer’s Green on November 1. The
deceased with other members of her family were active
members of the N. S. S. in the North-west London Branch, 
and generous supporters of our movement. The writer cor), 
ducted the funeral service at Finchley Cemetery in the presence 
pf many relatiyes and friends.— R obert Fordf.k,

Godism and W ar.

It is one of the dam ningly extraordinary things a 
religion that men alw ays get extra religious when 
are em barking on some particularly base enterp,^ 
And the Transvaal w ar is no exception. I have 1 ,exception. - -  ;
cated my opinion before— it is m erely my Pe‘ ■

ial

opinion— that this war is the most b lackguardly^ ¡y 
an English Cabinet has done in this generation , yfe 
is a w ar motived by greed and carried out, as 
Schreiner says, “ in order that a few international sp^  
lators may gain command of the Transvaal » 
fields.” r «0

Perhaps the ultimatum of President Kruge jjut 
unwise, and it put him technically in the w roiV  
history does not judge by technicalities, and P11 ,,rtial
well ask with Mr. Courtney whether any imp*

say
tha1

Englishm an who reflects on the m atter will 
England, in the same circumstances, would he a ^$, 
the w iser? Let me illustrate. One of t h e  war p ..̂ ¡J 
which, I take it, deceives no one with the least P ¡̂ch 
sagacity, is the franchise. The Governnic11̂  
denies the franchise to aliens in England, wnic ^ ¡cb 
it even to thousands o f English w orking n’e| ’^rfi  ̂
maintains a House o f Lords as a p e r p é t u au n i a i n b  a. n u u b e  u i  L-uiub a

ainst the enfranchised people, the G overn ^ ^
ivi>'c5

ai"
rules India by force without “ franchise ‘ , vj]
t , , - A  ........ ....................,1.. „..nr-CSSCU .

0‘
Ireland against the constitutionalIy-expressc“ ¡s A
four-fifths o f her electors— this Govcrn|llC Je

l’ ;„f,y t0
,tl>e

enamored, forsooth, with the right of th  ̂
that it must needs break a solemn

(rcaH. 
on 1s u ''- 1M ■* — , r(1iifer Y ¡ts

enforce that reform on a little state anci j^put ,,
Englishm en in it the right of citizenship '

it is obvious, o f couiijp>Si 0f t I
sons of English l"an’ he

responsibilities. For
adventurous younger sons or jingnau —■- ■ .
riff-raff o f Europe who found their way t° „ern1"11

“ “35^1 seek their fortunes,”  do not ir
residents o f the country, and have no
permanent welfare ; they do not want to ¡ Y ve(o(e’?j 
o f a little Dutch state in South Africa, and, 1 ^yj,y, 1 
in their own countries when they return- o hurgl’e, n1ybecome a

iji1'

Irish-American party in 
captured the Presidency.

Transvaal forced the Englishm en to beco wh°le 
make no doubt the finance-gang behind 1 1 prele* c; 
w ould have made that the grievance an t|ie e* h 

Let me, then, take a parallel. Suppos sUn’ t|iis 
the United SW ^  x

M _ J L .......
a raid on Ireland, and that they were s H eS ; 
troops and handed back to the Unitec - pun1* (\ĉ  
then, that, after a sham inquiry and a s the  ̂
these officers were restored to their ran o ŝe 
army ; and suppose that the Presiden f  of tbe ¡̂ 1, "

Suppose
President, some Am erican officers un0“ ‘“ Ded U

be particularly friendly with the rll1S ' lt,"'j.0ratc 
soon afterwards ■

ird,w'e will say, was
<reH'

lOSe
honorary degree by Y ale or IIarV‘J  ’v sUpPi-csi^V 
defended in the Am erican Press. .  ̂ the. Aenial,..n
the memory o f this raid being still r j;nglai' 
commenced threatening and bullymg _^erS ‘

that the Irish people should be n' a tem b>
country, and protesting against the *>' t0 
oligarchy (the word is apt) presuj11

Ä 1'
tbe f |, ¡in

» U

against their will ; suppose, fu r th e r^ "  ;cai)
. . ,i,e Amerl1’'L,pptl

the parallel— that at this time ...a s r. .,

S ° f s ^

A SUFr>StV
m1“

im measurably superior to the ^ ,ll l ‘jj'^0 Pre*'r?, - p- 
during the negotiations the A mC jtjsh '^ M y . °\<$ 
m assing Am erican warships m , ¡s e* '.¡a V  
in all this hypothetical case, "  11 ;ln>a 1̂)H5 „cc" 
<- ............ 1 doe& ik in iJ r existsfours with the Transvaal case, strm .’f  hef L\\c>s
that England would rcf a ,n th o ^ L i, p'J ¡rcF 
enemy w as w eak— even though si gnglis’ t ^

And would many or ’> arC g (o<hopeless? And would many y* :. j, are 
seriously reprove her ? Uhc jaf 0[Uck d,Sft st’^f

them selves ; the m ajority 
lib e rty ” — but it must never

o f“ pluck”—but it «»ust never b.F

b e  tn„  prefer (c(

people. And if other “ lltt*®.Pê n  salva^rro " ^ e5*1 
own rulers and .work out t .̂c ^rant, ° r.t ¡s unl [t 1

to W

selves, they arc generally 1?11 irgc 
or arrogant. The English,UI d i l l i  d i l l .  * I'*' , • _.c «•wi'ßi
to say, are «ione o f these tlm n- ^  a

SS1.,iof1;,, tffljliyJefit
« 5 *

Is

Perhaps all this is somew««»* - th0 
w as led into it in order to enforce -
character o f the w ar in wnl, : ,;i-
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I’ow engaged. M y main purpose is to show how, in 
hat inglorious undertaking— in which a giant is goin g  

°ut to fight a dwarf, and sw aggerin g about it as if he 
".ere doing som ething heroic, or even respectable God 
al|uost naturally comes to the surface. A  good deal, ot 
p°urse, has been made out o f the Boers’ godliness, and 
1 ls .of a sufficiently robust order. But there is a r.ng 
0 sincerity about the poor Boers’ faith which British 
godliness often lacks. As for open professions of piety, 
p ls doubtful if there is so much to choose between, say, 

resident K ruger and the late Mr. Gladstone, and the 
âreers of both are remarkable for their combination of 

f ’ety with shrewdness. Mr. K ruger will talk to his 
,.0ers loudly o f God and
‘I’Piomatist,'

K ruger vvill talk to 
the rest ; but he is as able a 

CiladstoUSt’ ,Probahly. as any in Europe, and Mr. 
wiarket " f ’ W' tb bis theology, took good care of the 
^oers’ r*PL.a .ce. a n d  tbe ballot-box. But as to how far the
diff, 
ab:

----------- m o  1

oe ^ “ d ‘ he ballot-box.
- rs Bibliolatry is responsible for the war, opinions will

— n  . . . .  -  -
- - j  • tut me well, upiiJiuiio win

ersonally, believing as I do that the Boers are
ing°'UteJy in the right in this war, that they are fight- 
do nof> n st  ̂British aggression and British bad faith,
, not think the wisest nation in the world
ace could have acted much differently.
As to R-:.- •

s5>me
, aur
bi

I
their

British godliness, however, it has furnished 
r> , . —-t> specimens. There w as the Rev 
Robins, of

!\rtb~. lnÌ erestin
Urst of* w “ *8’ 0t ^ ‘ndsor, who contributed an out- 

l0credible bjackguardism  that w as at first positively 
n Va?e has(X i he way- jt is to be observed that this 
DreyfUs <ls ■’nice presided at a banquet to congratulate
People ,011, release, and doubtless lecture the French 
V: on h ".__ •-
rv,Plin 
lor

nnianity). O f course we have had Mr.

c°unt

lljir . j J /•  ̂ iinvv 110»
fflorif now seems to reserve his rhym ing faculty 
itrv every passing brutality in whatever

sPeciaw be happens at the time to be a resident; Ins 
Spiritual ' t c 's to work the brutality up into an exalted
Money s ec5 asy- "
[attlinn- . r* Kipling will forthwith inform you— in 

'erse, ton— rt»o*- i .  takingb.

ita.na their
fto eL î8 to

xt ation.
C0i WXt

Thus, do you covet your neighbor’s 
K ipling will forthwith 

too— that in takin g your brother s 
are performing an act o f heroic self- 

, you wish to grab your neighbor’s 
Certainly ; you are a noble champion of 

g  the example o f the Barons at Runnv- 
mittedly a quaint role, and Mr. Kipling 

Perfection. ’ W hether it is a role which will 
fame is ODen to srravc doubt. YV hereas

during the 
enthusiasm

can still thrill and rouse by their 
truth, Mr. K iplin g’s Biblical Impcrial- 

be feared, will be forgotten in the next

-

b S ls 't to p0“ f™ .tted,y  a quaint rôlt 
the  ̂ 'astin
a t>allacj a ,allle is open to grave 
f lerican verses o f Russell Lowell

vì?ormanciPatìonW ar’ W‘th theh' sPlendid 
and

whose godliness is not remarkable. It would, o f course, 
be the grossest sectarianism to withhold tribute from 
Christians like Sir Edward Clarke, who also courageously 
worked for peace. But the lead, it must be admitted, 
w as with the men o f reason, not the men o f God. The 
fact is that godism is incapable of helping a nation or 
an individual to higher levels o f thinking or o f conduct. 
It has never yet checked brutality, or discouraged 
injustice, or prevented war. Justice, truth, the desire 
to understand the point o f view o f others, the checking 
of passion and of prejudice— all these assuredly come 
from reason, from knowledge, from wider sympathy, 
from the natural forces which educate and sweeten 
humanity. Godism is either reactionary or neutral ; it 
is reactionary in so far as it represents ignorance and 
the arrogance which ignorance breeds, neutral in so far 
as educated and humane men either ignore their belief 
or transfer their own humanity to their idol. And in all 
that makes for peace, for the real and valuable humility 
which bids us look to our oxvn shortcomings rather than 
to our neighbors’, which impresses on us that the 
setting-in-order of our own household is more creditable 
w ork than interfering in the households of other people ; 
in all, in short, that makes for xvhat we call civilisation, 
it is not in the dead superstitions o f the past we must 
trust, it is in the reason of the future we must hope, if 
hope be possible at all. F rederick R yan .

Freethought Destructive.

verses, we have the am azing 
‘V  - nly on ti ^ r' Swinburne, which is explicable 
helnse took 1 ground that the author of Songs before 
Spelllay well • ,Ve o f bis senses ; in his sober moments 
Mtxtacle of Y,'Sh..thc passing insanity forgotten 

,JaWs „„1 r> Swinburne

lP Mr

untj calling the
The 

Boers “ dogs ”
Pc and the rest is surely as idiotic as it is 

bfibt your enemy is tolerable, but to 
him because he doesn’t 

But, in truth, the

....................
'm oames and blackguard -----

tra °me you is merely contemptible- reputations
C r\ ^ l  seems to be a danger to P * *  R aad j 
Mr v Vlr' Austin burned his lingers at Austin has 

bume js the victim . 1 be 'f  h;s perform*0 • 
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t\ haPs eMamp' es o f  Pietism  WC_ 'ihc appeal o f J  ^  
’ the most nauseous 'vas -.to  the G<- 
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attlfcv i las uec) ’ Pursuing the exact course which
tor .̂ ciared tr> i,„ •<:......___i » „.„1 1of the

he 
God ofi > n > a 'c7m T‘ to .be “ im m oral,”  and 

E, ‘>e - 7 sanif,. .'nation which m ust excite in anyone

A t

ed to b e t  excue m ‘
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_ -y  sanity alternate laughter‘ oo<1 for peac .g
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V i n a t o  a name which °ne may ^  when bat 
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with- Pbere Rr§ oiien> or remembered only 
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&re M r? the case- There is Frederic 
• r- Courtney and Mr. Labouchere,

W e arc told that Freethought is destructive. To that 
proposition we cheerfully give our unqualified assent 
and approval. Most certainly Freethought is destruc­
tive. Its destructive influence is widespread and wide- 
spreading. It affects every department o f human 
thought and activity to such an extent that in its 
absence civilization would be utterly changed, and 
history would be another story.

Is this an indictment or a justification ?
T o  answer this question intelligently, we must discover 

what suffers frem the destructive tendency of Free- 
thought. Is it the good that suffers, or the bad ? 
Error or truth? Intelligence or ignorance ? In short, 
does Freethought destroy joy  and replace it with sorrow, 
or does it banish sorrow and replace it with joy  ? The 
touchstone by which all influences are to be tested is 
human happiness.

“ And the truth shall make you free.” W hen Jesus 
uttered these words he meant the truth as it seemed to 
him (assuming for the moment his words to be correctly 
reported in the Bible), but in a large and complete sense 
the utterance is strictly true. It is only through know­
ledge o f the truth that man can ever hope to escape the 
slavery of adverse circumstances, can ever expect to 
reduce to a minimum the calamities of fortune and the 
divers castigations of nature.

W hat is the truth ? That is what Christian and Free­
thinker alike are trying to discover. The Christian 
accepts Jesus as the way, the truth, and the life ; the 
Freethinker accepts no man as the truth, and bows to 
no authority in deciding what is the w ay and the life. 
The Christian endeavors to discover the will o f Jesus 
and of God, and there ends the search. The Freethinker 
endeavors to discover if there is a God, and, finding 
none, there begins the search.

Freethought destroys belief in the revengeful God of 
the Bible, in the notion o f a fiery hell, in all the theo­
logical dogmas which have struck terror to the hearts 
o f human beings ; it destroys the delusion that this life 
must be frittered aw ay in the service of the supernatural 
in order to secure the benefits o f a future life, which, if 
it comes, must be as absolutely natural as anything else 
in the universe, as accessible to monkey as to 
destroys the influence o f priests who assume 
men on the strength of their acquaintance 
plans and purposes of the A lm igh ty; it destroys it 
based upon false conceptions of life and the unive 
it" destroys the misery which arises in the breasts of 
men and women when they discover that their most 
cherished beliefs and fondest hopes are not in adjust­
ment with the facts of existence.

Y es Freethought destroys some pleasant dreams.
So be it. There is one drawback to pleasant dreams—

man ; it 
to guide 
with the 

ideals 
verse ;
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the ever-present possibility o f a rude awakening’ to the 
stern reality. The child of penury, brought up to enjoy 
life under the most adverse circumstances, fares better in 
the end than does the child of luxury thrown unexpectedly 
upon his own resources, and unable to cope with the 
difficulties that beset him upon every hand. It is better 
to realise the truth at all hazards, and then send every 
faculty to the task o f readjustment and construction 
along new and true lines, than to cling to a pleasing 
error, only to discover the frailty o f the foothold and 
the unexpected proxim ity o f the dark pit o f despair.

The truth shall, indeed, make you free ; but the truth 
is contained in no Bible, is bound in no creed, is known 
by no man, is created by no authority, is the property 
o f no mental plutocrat. The truth is not to be found 
by raising barriers. It is not to be found by peering 
questions. It is not to be found by lim iting discussion. 
It is only to be found when thought is absolutely free, 
and thought is not free until it may be freely expressed, 
and it is not freely expressed until action may follow 
expression.

Freethought is destructive. It destroys every barrier 
which is raised against truth. The truth shall make 
you free, and freedom is the key-note o f joy. W ithout 
Freethought, all the weeds and barnacles of superstition 
which impede the vessel o f progress would flourish and 
thicken, and she would gradually settle, and finally sink 
down to the quicksands o f barbarism and fanaticism. 
T o  prevent such a fate, the destructive influence of Free- 
thought is directed against superstition’s weeds and 
barnacles.

— Boston Investigator.

The Decadence of Godism.
" T h e  fool hath said in his heart, T h ere  is no G o d .”

T his quotation from Solomon has been used for centuries 
as a veritable scarecrow to prevent too close investiga­
tion into the alleged evidences for the existence of a 
personal God or Creator. But natural advancem ent of 
civilisation means that each succeeding generation probes 
deeper into the m ysteries o f nature than previous one 
could do. The result so far has been that many false 
and cruel superstitions have been laid bare and forsaken. 
And to many now the religions o f to-day are founded 
on the flimsiest absurdities.

Although the investigators in numberless cases have 
been persecuted and murdered by adherents o f supersti­
tion, yet science and its forerunner, investigation, are 
conquering all obstacles. The most potent and longest- 
continued influence that ever acted on the human mind 
was, and is, the belief in the existence o f a personal God 
or Alm ighty Creator. This belief prevailed as far back 
as the dawn of authentic history, and how much farther 
back can only be conjectured. But evidently there was 
a beginning to this belief, for there must have been 
a time when the brain had not yet developed sufficiently 
to im agine an unseen existence.

Man w as once an absolute savage, intent only on his 
search for food and safety from other savage animals. 
T o  him there could be no god, because that god was 
not visible to the material sensed. It w as only after 
ages of mental and material progress it could be said 
man’s mind w as able to im agine a creator-god, and to 
formulate theories accounting fer the existence of animate 
and inanimate nature. Therefore, so far as the mind 
of man w as concerned, God had a beginning. W ill 
the rule that has alw ays, in modern times at least, been 
held to be absolute and without exception, hold true in 
this case— “  Everything having a beginning has an 
ending ”  ?

C andor Still has its Penalties.
W ithin one hundred years it w as worth a man’s life 

to deny the existence o f God, or even to deny his inter­
ference in man’s affairs. Thom as Paine, declaring his 
belief in a deity, but denying the divinity of Jesus Christ, 
w as the victim of lying aspersions and social ostracism. 
After his death preachers and laymen vied with each 
other in inventing and telling lies about his character 
and death. Jo many thousands throughout our land 
Paine the Deist is considered a back number. There 
are to-day tens of thousands of absolute Atheists, In
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all our centres of culture Atheism, open or concealed) 
prevalent. Professors in colleges, editors of nC,'" 
papers, and other advanced thinkers, are moreI .c  or l g

permeated with Atheism. But it must not be dc8L
that loss o f position and social ostracism  await 
professor who openly avow s his true convictions.

W hile this is true of to-day, it is easily seen that 1 
only a question of time when Atheism will be the

igher classes. The lower classes in p S
- - ■ ¡ester‘1am ong the higher classes. The lower classes in 1 

will continue to be ruled and hum bugged by pr'e 
for ages to come. _ , f as

Godless science is as far above religious by 0|]C 
cultured enlightenment is above barbarism, H'e 
means intellectual liberty, the other leads to 111 ^ 
stagnation, decay, and death. Man is physic3 1 ^  
upright being. Independence is his goal ; to b 
head and bend his knee to worship the gods of hi* )() 
barous ancestors is an act o f humiliation, degran a 
his manhood. .

The foundations o f all religious worship are ign 
and credulity. Science depends on reason and 3 ^  
for knowledge. As man progresses, his 
strengthens directly as his faith weakens.

J ehovah a V ariant ok N eighboring gel-
One of the oldest gods known to history 'v‘|preii'e 

M arduck, the “ god o f m ercy.” He was the -s ^ r ,  
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supreme god  o E gyp t 
Zeus ; o f Rome, Jupiter or Jove, 
the H ebrews were the earliest
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did nearly every other character and story 10 . ejr 0° 
from the cult o f surrounding nations. jfT|ibc,r'°t’ 
Jehovah w as only a Jewish variation of nê jetg°^  
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,11“4quote
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J'jis formed was itself created, o f course out of nothing.
, he advanced reasoner considers this to be an utter 
lrnP°ssibility. It violates a cardinal principle of mathe- 
["atics ; if we multiply naught by any number, even up 
° 'afinity, the result is naught. Hut to the ignorant, 

«Wed full 0f  credulity, “  all things are possible with 
■ od. ’ Here is a shining example o f the difference in 
esults between science and religion ; the one requires

, t’vation of reason, the other leads to a blind adhesion 
10 absurd!h, ”surdity.

'AW , York Tmthscckc)
W . E. B on d .

Mrs. Ingersoll on Divorce.

marri,,; "ead the views of Bishop I’otter upon the subjects of 
SuPPori '"}ad divorce, and have noted the almost universal 
EpUcoD^'ch has been accorded him by the heads of the
« C h u r c h  ______ ___ _______________
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The writers do not so much 
r separate contributions are 
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vve look
wt True, but that does not

as or?u"‘ty of i l0°h t° Rationalists, at any rate, to 
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Un„ °ff the .... ° n’ a Rationalist who

of Religion ” is 
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sense the necessity, of a 
He is unconsciously

answered, later on, by Mr. Alexander Sutherland, in an able 
article on the Teaching of Religion in our Schools. Mr. 
Picton is followed by Mr. J. M. Robertson, who looks forward 
to the extinction of religion altogether. Then comes another 
Theist, the Rev. Charles Voysey, who condescendingly tells 
us that “ It is more than halfway to become religious to be 
good.” _ We wish we could reverse the admission, and say 
that being religious is always more than halfway to becoming 
good. Finally, we have another Atheist, Mr. F. J. Gould, 
whose article is beautifully written. Mr. Gould pours scorn 
on “ Infinity” and the “ Absolute,” as words by which we 
“ try to hide our intellectual penury.” Still, he Values what 
he calls “ the religious temper,” which is a different thing 
from religious belief. “ Religion,” he says, “ is the habitual 
recognition of a larger self.” Whereupon he proceeds to 
develop his view of the Religion of Humanity, though he 
does not call it so ; and what he says is in direct opposition to 
the view presented by Mr. Robertson. On the whole, the 
reader is likely to feel bewildered ; and will perhaps come to 
the conclusion that, after all, it is dangerous to prophesy, and 
that these four gentlemen know as much about the “ future ” 
of religion as he knows himself.

* * *
One of the longer articles in this Annual is Mr. Charles 

Watts’s, entitled “ Personal Recollections of Colonel Ingersoll.” 
This article is very carefully written, and is excellent as a 
panegyric. But there are no “ personal recollections” in i t ; 
indeed, with the exception of a single sentence, it might have 
come from the pen of an admirer who had never once heard 
or seen Ingersoll. O f the other articles vve can but speak 
briefly. Writers like Mr. Joseph McCabe, Mr. A. G. Whyte, 
and Mr. C. E. Hooper cannot help lending interest and 
instruction to any publication to which they contribute. It 
almost goes without saying that the 1900 Agnostic Annual is 
a good sixpennyworth.

*  *  *

The November number of the Literary Guide (Watts & Co.) 
contains some capital reading. Mr. A. G. Whyte leads off 
with a strong article on “ The Religion of Consolation.” Mr. 
Gould’s article is very bright. The longest article is an able 
(anonymous) review of Professor James Ward’s much-praised 
Gifford Lectures on Naturalism and Agnosticism. Other 
reviews, and the usual supply of paragraphs, make up an 
excellent number.

* * *
Mr. G. J. Holyoake supplies a short, hypercritical note to 

the Literary Guide on “ Ingersoll’s Last Poem.” Ingersoll 
wrote, “ We have no God to serve or fear,” and Mr. Holyoake 
says that “ have ” should be “ know ” to make the line logical. 
Well, it wouldn’t improve the melody, to begin with ; nor do 
we see that it would improve the logic. If you “ know ” no 
God, you have no God. God exists, or does not exist, 
independently of our belief; but, from the very nature of the 
case, our own belief is everything to us. Mr. Holyoake, as 
an Atheist, or an Agnostic, or whatever he now likes to call 
himself, has no God ; although, if there be a God, God may 
have him.

* * *
Ingersoll ended that stanza with these lines :

And endless sleep m ay close onr eyes,
A  sleep with neither tears nor sighs.

Now,” asks Mr. Holyoake, “ lioiv does the poet know this, 
which he so distinctly and positively asserts ?” Well, the 

distinctly” and “ positively” are in Mr. Holyoake’s hasty 
imagination. Ingersoll says “ may,” and this is no more 
than a statement of reasoned probability, if it is even as 
much as that. Mr. Holyoake calls Ingersoll’s verses “ the 
most brilliant and expressive of all Agnostic poems.” If 
that be the case, he had better not try to tinker them.

*  *  *

We have pleasure iri calling attention once more to the 
modest little monthly organ of the Humanitarian League. 
The November number of Humanity contains the ninth 
article of a very interesting series on “ Pioneers of Humani- 
tarianism,” dealing with Shelley, Owen, and some French 
thinkers. Amongst the editorial notes is a paragraph on 
a recently-published hook entitled Good Citizenship, edited, 
we believe, by a clergyman. Humanity remarks that 
notone of the twenty-three essays in this book deals with 
man’s duties to the lower animals. “ Is it not time,” our 
contemporary asks, “ that Christian Socialism awoke to the 
fact that there arc other sentient beings besides mankind, and 
t00k a lesson from the National Secular Society, which recog­
nises humaneness to animals as a part of civic duty?” 
Humanity is published by W. Reeves, 185 Fleet-street, E.C. 
The Humanitarian League’s office is at 5.5 Chancery Lane,
E-C.

The one really important series of Gifford Lectures was 
delivered a considerable time ago by Dr. E. B. Iylor, the 
author of (hat magnificent Primitive Culture. We wondered 
whv this series of lectures was not printed, while so many 
inferior ones were placed before the public. It appears that 
n r Tylor has rewritten the manuscript of Ins lectures, and 
that the revised work will shortly be published under the title 
of The Natural History of Religion. It is a book to look
forward to.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

[Notices o f  Lectures, etc., m ust reach us by f ir s t  post on Tuesday, 
and be marked “ Lecture N otice,”  i f  not sent on post-card. ]

L O N D O N .
T he A thenveuh H a ll  (73 T otten h am  C ourt-road, W .) : 7.30, 

R . F order, “ T h e  G osp el a s  H isto ry .”
B radlaugh  C lub and In stitu te  (36 N ew in gton  G reen -road, 

B a ll’s  P o n d ): 8.30, A  lecture.
C a m berw ell  (N orth C am berw ell H all, 61 N ew  C h u rc h -ro a d ): 

7.30, R . P . E d w ard s, “ T h e  R ecen t C hu rch  C o n g re s s .”
E ast L ondon B ranch  (S w a b y ’s C offee H ouse, 103 M ile End- 

road) : 8, A . B. M oss, “ P o ets o f  P ro g re ss .” W ith  recitals.
S outh  London E th ic a l  S o cie ty  (M asonic H all, C am berw ell 

N e w -ro a d ): 11.15, D iscussion  on “ Scepticism  o f the Bible 7, 
H . R ix , B .A ., “  A  M odern C h rist.”

W est L ondon E th ical  S o c ie ty  (Em press R oom s, R o yal 
P a la ce  H otel, H igh -street, K en sin gton , W .) : 11, D r. Stanton C oit, 
"  T h e  D yn am ics o f  D e m o c ra cy .”

W estm inster  S ecular  So cie ty  (G ro sven o r A rm s, P a g e - 
street): 7.30, W . J. R am sey, " P r is o n e r  for B la sp h e m y : N ine 
M onths in H o llow ay G a o l.”

C O U N T R Y .
B irmingham  B ranch  (Prince o f  W ale s  A ssem bly  R o o m s ): 

G . W . F oo te— 11, " B a c k  to C h r is t” ; 3, " T h e  W hite  W a r  in 
South A fr ica  : A  F reethin ker's V ie w  7, “ T h e  D ream  o f  G o d .”

C hatham  Secular  So c ie ty  (Q ueen ’s-road, N e w  B ro m p to n ) : 
2.45, Sunday S ch o o l; 7, M rs. B rad lau gh  Bonner, " S u n d a y .”

E dinburgh  (M oulders' H all, 105 H igh -street): 6.30, R. Brown, 
“  P ro g re ss .”

G lasgo w  ( i io  B ru n sw ick -street): Joseph M cC a b e — 12, “ T h e  
D ream  o f  Im m o rta lity ” ; 6.30, " T h e  T ru e  M ean in g o f  Con­
sc ie n ce .”

L eicester  S ecular  So c ie ty  (H um b erston e-gate): 6.30, J. 
L o w e, “  H o w  to Listen to M u sic.” (W ith M usical Illustrations.)

LIVERPOOL (A lexan d ra  H all, I.slington-square) : C. W a tts— three 
lectures.

Ma nchester  S ecular  H a ll  (Rusholm e-road, A ll S a in ts ) : 
II. P e rc y  W ard — 11,"  C hristian ity  and the S lave  T ra d e  ” ; 3, “ T h e  
Im p racticability  o f  Socialism  ” ; 7, " T h e  M adness o f  W a r .” T e a  
a t 5.

S h effield  S ecular  S o c ie ty  (H all o f  S cien ce, R ockin gham - 
street) : C . C oh en — 11.30, " A  Seven teen th-cen tu ry F re e th in k e r” ; 
3, " T h e  O rigin  o f  G o d ” ; 7, “ R eligion  and W a r .”  T e a  a t 5.

S outh  S h ields (Captain  D uncan’s N a vig ation  Schools, M ark et­
place) : 7.30, T . Thom pson, “ T h e  T ra n sv a a l W a r  : A re  w e  in the 
R ig h t ?”

Lecturers’ Engagements.
C. C o h en , 17 O sborn e-road, H igh -road, L e y to n .— N ovem ber 

12, Sheffield, iq  and 26, Athenaeum, T otten ham  Court-road.

II. P er cy  W a rd , 2 L eam in gton -p lace, G eo rg e -strect, B alsall 
H eath , B irm in gh am .—N ovem b er 12 and 19, M anchester. 26, 
B irm ingham . D ecem b er 17, Birm ingham .

POSITIVISM.
“ Reorganisation, without god or king, by the systematic 

worship of Humanity.''
Information and publications on the Religion of Humanity 

may be obtained free on application to the Church of 
Humanity, Ncwcastle-on-Tyne.THE BEST BOOK

O N  N E O -M A L T H U S IA N IS M  IS, I B E L I E V E ,

RUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND PRACTICE 
OF NEO-MALTIIUSIANISM.

B y  J. R. H O L M E S , M .M .L ., M .V .S ., M .N .S .S .

760 pages, w ith portrait and autograph, bound in cloth, g ilt  lettered. 
Price i s . ,  post free.

In order to brin g  the inform ation within the reach o f  the poor, the 
m ost im portant parts o f  the book are  issued in a  pam phlet o f  112 
p a g e s  a t  one penny, post free 2d. C op ies o f the pam phlet for 
distribution is . a  dozen post free.

The N a tion al Reform er o f  Sep tem ber 4, 1892, sa y s  : “  Mr.
H olm es pam phlet....... is an alm ost unexceptional statem ent o f  the
N eo-M althusian th eory and p ra ctice ....... and throughout appeals
to m oral fee lin g ....... T h e  sp ecial value o f  M r. H olm es’ service  to
the N eo-M althusian cau se  and to human w ell-b ein g ge n era lly  is 
ju st his com bination in his pam phlet o f  a  plain statem ent o f  the 
p hysical and m oral need for fam ily lim itation w ith  a  plain account 
o f  the m eans b y  w hich it can  be secured , and an offer to all con­
cerned o f  the requisites at the lo w est possible p rice s.”

T h e  C ouncil o f  the M althusian L e a g u e, D r. D rysd a le , D r. 
A llbutt, and others, have a lso  spoken o f  it in v ery  high  terms.

T h e  trad e  supplied by  R. Fordiir, 28 Ston ecutter-street, London, 
E .C . Other orders should be sent to the author,

J. R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAGE, BERKS.

Freethought Works.
Suicide. B y  D avid  H ume. A  pow erful essay , first p1 

a fter the author’s death, and not included in ordinary 6'

.ublisĥ
■ditto11’

o f  his w ritin gs. 2d.
Letters to the Clergy. B y  G . W . Foote. Subjects — Crea'tio»

Foot̂  
214 PP”

__
— T h e B elievin g T h ie f  on the C ro ss— T h e Atonem e111̂  ^  
T estam ent M orality— Inspiration— C reden tials o f  the GoSr 
M iracles— P rayer. 128 pp., is .

Flowers Of Freethought. (First Series.) B y  G . W> 
Fifty-one e ssays on a  variety  o f  Freethought topics, 
cloth, 2s. 6d. |j,

Flowers Of Freethought. (Second Series.) B y  G . W. 
F ifty-eigh t e ssays on a  further v arie ty  o f  Freethought 1 ^  
302 pp., cloth, 2s. 6d.— T h ese  tw o volum es o f  Flou,er . J 
to geth er a  com plete G ard en  o f F reethought. E very asP u|jr 
R eason  and Faith is treated som ew here, arid a lw ay s in a P 
style. C ontains m uch o f  the author's best w ritin g. . y; 

John Morley as a Freethinker. B y  G. W. Foote. 
references to Mr. M orley ’s writing's. G ood for Freetjj* 
read first, anil then lend to their Christian friends. 2C‘*

Is Socialism Sound ? Four N ig h ts ’ Public Debate b/
G . \V. F oote and A nnie B esant. V erbatim , and re 
both disputants, is .;  superior edition in cloth, 2s. ^ | SoH 

The Sign Of the Cross. A  C andid C riticism  of
B arrett’s P lay, sh ow ing its g ro s s  p artiality  and its bJbl.'! 
historic in accu racy, with special reference to the IP 
forged  p a ssag e  in T acitu s and the a lleged  N eronic lTia' 
C hristians. H andsom ely printed, 6d. ^  •>’

The Birth O f Christ. From the original L ife  ofJeSf $o0 le. ■ ' 
fam ous Strauss. W ith an introduction by G . ' ' ;  ¿tnry b/‘
m ost thorough A n alysis and E xposure o f  the Gospel Stof

.0 .M aster H and. 6d. p,.
Christianity and Secularism. Public D eb ate  betwee tq 

F oote and R ev. D r. M cC ann. V erbatim  Report, ( 
both disputants, is .;  superior edition in cloth, is . , ie, R’

Bible Heroes. From  A dam  to Paul. B y G . _VV. * 0<J|,e td1
structive, interesting, am using and h o n e s t; m >a ’ 
honest book on the subject. 200 pp., cloth, 2s. 6d. ^ h

The Grand Old Book. A  R ep ly  to the G rand OI^ ,adstc’t’V' 
G . W . Foote. An E xh austive A n sw er to Mr. 0
Impregnable Rock o f  H oly Scripture. is .;  cloth edi '

Will Christ Save Us ? B y G . W . Foote. A n Kxanunahe 
C laim s o f  Jesus C hrist to be considered the Savior p ĝitip1 
Contains much H istoric Inform ation on S lavery, t j 0f Si11 
W om an, G en eral Social P ro g ress , and the advaiw  gj, , 
and F reethought in opposition to C hristian bigotr) • ^  

Darwin on God. B y  G . W . Foote. A  full and juiJ^ '^ if of tj,i
o f  D arw in ’s montal developm ent, w ith a  briet ' 
gran dfather, the fam ous Erasm us D arw in  ; con 
p a ssages in D arw in 's w orks, and in his L ife  <**". ¡0n. i  
in g d irectly  or indirectly on the subject ot ie  »̂¡g

■ ii ^
. E v o l u t i

- tl*%  i V i,ci
W ith a ‘

F reethin ker should have, a n d  keep, a  copy 
little volum e. 6d.; cloth, is.

Footsteps O f the Past. V aluable  E ssa y s in 
R eligion  and Ethics. B y  J. M. W heeler.
G . W . F oote. C loth, 3s. — Hltio11’

B y G . W . F oote. Secon ded 
C ontains authentic details o s ¡i s ^

CA ¡Il5l‘

Infidel Death-Beds.
and much en larged . ----------- -------------
o f  sixty-tw o historic F reethinkers, and in mos 

P recise  referen ces g iven  m Lo f  their lives.
■ ry A

V i Vo°iejs:'
t e f f A

8d.; cloth, is . 3d.
Comic Sermons and other Fantasias. By i(K .

selection o f  the author's best satirical w riting " 0(1 0.11 ¡jtfli;l’ 
m on Sum m er A  M ad Serm on —

-T he First.

A  Serm on Oil d im m e r- luau .sei ms/.. •- - I11"’’
Bishop in the W ork h ou se— A  Christm as beri 
E ve  in H eaven — Bishop T rim m er’s Sunday ‘  !‘ C^d.t.o'"shop ir im m e rs  a u iiu .q  -4.. : Li“ 'v h0 
and the D e v il—S atan  and M ichael— T h e  F* ■ j Jef1 
A d a m ’s B reech es— T h e  F all o f  E v e — Joshua ■
B ab y  G o d — Judas Iscariot. 8d. m A ^

Defence of Freethought. B y  Colonel ¡,i de; V’"
Sp eech , occu p yin g  four hours in delivery, 'V‘
M r. R eynolds, w ho w a s prosecuted for Bln 
Jersey. 6d. V^re,efe Ipa

Defence of Free Speech. B y G . W . I,’ ° n f j , ch be
address to the Jury in tiic C ou rt ot Q ueen s 
C olerid ge, in an sw er to ail Indictm ent for rcV
o f certain  issues o f  the Freethinker. Carctu )

1 **
Foote.

iscd. f
iec‘

A w
im portant P reface  and Footnotes, qd.

The Holy Bible. B y C olonel Ingersolb "  ^ gts. . 
Popular Criticism  ; one o f  In gerso ll’s grea te   ̂ ¡Jin'”

Published for the F reethought Publishing ,^£.C'
R . F ord er, 28 Ston ecutter-street,

N O N -POISON OU S pA ,N T®e' J.
R esist all A tm ospheric Infiuences. Sample®

F isher, 78 C hapel A llerton, Lee ^

ST A N T O N , the P eo p le ’s D entist, 33s S tra n d id Pc ^ ^ J v ^ ,;fr  
H ouse).— T E E T H  on V U L C A N IT E , 2S. cr K e d 'fi  

lo w er set, £ 1. B est Q u ality, 4s. each ; uPr..flg  of ^re’q*' 
C om pleted in four hours when required ; rc F'l've ~thef  ”0ldi 
in tw o hours. I f  you p a y  m ore than the auo c(, g
ch a rg e s. T e e th  on platinum, 7s. 6d. each  ; ° ‘ s, gS’ 
stopping, 2s. 6d. ; extraction , is . ; painless t>y b >  ..g.ri'r 
-------------------------------------------------------------------- nJ Rc ,\»CcC

MR S . B E R R Y , the Mount, 86 C entral-drive a  Oo0 '̂ 
B lack p o o l.— Public and P rivate  A partm ei 

m odation, M oderate term s.
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FAT GEESE AND FINE TURKEYS.
ANOTHER BOLD BID FOR A BIG TRADE.

Allowing our Immense Success °* W ̂ ^ “ jider of
choice of a Fat Goos® or f the following 3 Parcelsevery 10th order received tor any 01 me w
up to December 23, 1899. ___________ _________

Lot 11.
1 pair Pure W ool Blankets.
1 Pair Large Bed Sheets.
1 Beautiful Quilt.

Tablecloth.
b' Free Clothing Tea.

Carriage Pa i d . __________________________

Inly Orders i m a p M  1« CASH are W »  '»  ,M
" » » —  a  »»i f.» •’

“  Freethinker,

J. w . GOt Y T & T  4 Union Street, Bradford.___ _

III stout paper covers, is.; cloth, 2s.

THE

BOOK OF GOD

Ladies’ Costumes.
In the latest Style. Made from 
a fine Plain Costume Cloth in
any Color.

21s. Carriage Paid.
Samples and Measurement Form 

Free.

Gents’ Overcoat.
Single or Double Breasted, 
Black, Navy, Brown, or Grey. 

Made to Measure.
21s. Carriage Paid. 

Measurement Form Free.

Great Works Offered os Remainders.
W A T rs & Co. having purchased ^  0f

Y n V lte Edward Truelove the wuo e prophet
Y ;  > e l l  Meredith’s well-known work. The Prop

(636 large pages, o r ig in » ^  S jJ 1 ^  
4o ^  and of Paine’s Complete Political W  

offer the same at nominal prices.

V ,
"n° of Nazareth ; or, a Critical Inquiry

‘sus ck .l roPhet>cal, Intellectual, and M oral C h a ra cter ot
^orist — ....................: .. . . • ..__

fiLH? •inerti, lllicucciuai, cum moi». ~....
I' l0"* l,- T s exem plified in his P red iction s, his P recep ts, his 

. S D ' - i>.. i r , . ,MEl\T"S> his IV - ~ “ *Pm.eu 111 nis r ic u iu iu u ,, ..... -------,
PjT®1"!. w ‘scourses, and his Social Intercourse. By EVAN 

 ̂3s. Eiiitii. Clotli, 636 p ages, pricc 2s. 6d. net, by

¡Vs c
**' 0l^ P lete Politicai W orks, includi n g  Common

'  '  * r-— 77'‘/ICOUS
lepori

’ rile A *""'7’'* x vv ____________
n,l(l  -Esll ̂ lC(ln Crisis, The R ights o f  M an, Miscel/a 

^ f i a l  ¡n S 0,1 Various Subjects, with a Complete R ..r . 
0rtpait t ,e  C ou rt o f  K in g ’s  B ench. Illustrated w ith a 

Is. 0 the A uthor. C loth , 805 p a g e s , 3s. 6d. net, by

atts r* \-j Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, E .C .

in the Light of the Higher Criticism.

W ith Special Reference to D e a n  F a r r a r ’ s  New  Apology.

B y  G. W . F O O T E .

Contents:— Introduction— The Bible Canon— The Bible and 
Science —  Miracles and Witchcraft— The Bible and Free- 
thought— Morals and Manners— Political and Social Progress 
— Inspiration—The Testimony of Jesus—The Bible and the 
C h u rc h  of England—An Oriental Book— I'ictitious Supremacy.

Published for the Free-thought Publishing Com pany, Lim ited, by  
R . Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E .C .

Heady. C loth , 192 p a g e s , 2s. 6d.

STONE BALLADS
and o t h e r  v e r s e .

^  hv G. L. M ACKENZIE.

1111 I n t r o d u c t io n  b y  G . W . F o o t e .
0lRlon • 1? T-* P p■ K . border, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

aites’ Liver Pills.

6 J’ ariU ali"*1* m e a ,c in c  111 Mie w o r iu .  >> 
(¡><1 fQ J Stomach Diseases effectually.
■ Stem-

W. J. Kendells “ Wife's Friend”
Recommended b y  Mrs. B esan t in I mtv o f  Population, n « „a  
D r. A llbutt in W ife’s  Handbook, p. S ,.  M ade ONLY A' N o  T- 
Clmdwell-street, C le rk e n w e ll; 2s. p er do z., post free  (reduction 
in la rg e r  quantities). F o r particulars send stam ped envelope.

important Caution.
B ew are  o f  useless im itations substituted b y  some dea lers and 
chem ists, the w ords “  R endell &  C o ,”  and W . R endell "  etc  
b e in g  speciou sly and plausibly introduced to  deceive  the public. ’ ’

Loo k  fo r  A utograph  R egistered  T rade Ma r k .

-it] ksj- -
f> .  « J ,!*%  Medicine in the World. Will cure Liver,

^0 Ct̂ s> An C d o u b l e s  a n d  C a r d ia c  C o m p la in ts , F e m a le  
‘ D o r trn m , e tc . i s .  1 '/id. a n d  2s. <jd. p e r b o x . 1>ost: 
n. Î J | ^ StarnPs- D ire c t io n s  w ith  e a c h  box

AITES, Horbalist, Stockton-on-Toes.

No. 182,688.

In Red INK ON EACH BOX, WITHOUT WHICH NONE ARE GENUINEl A’CCl A«1'- ----'
Hietrinson’s Syringe, with Vertical and Reverse Current, 3s. 6d., 

as 6d and 5s. 3d. Dr. Palfrey's Powder, is. 2d. Quinine Com­
pound, is. 2d. Dr. Allbutt's Quinine Powders, 3s. per doz. All
prices post free.
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THE FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING COMPANY. LTD.
Registered under the Companies’ Acts 18G2 to  1890 .

Capital £5,000 in Shares of £1 each. Ordinary Shares, £4,000. Deferred Shares, i 1,1

The Ordinary Shares are Offered for Subscription, and are Payable as follows
2S. 6d. per Share on Application.
5s. ocl. ,, ,, ,, Allotment.
2s. 6d. ,, ,, ,, December 31, 1899.

1 os. 6d. in Subsequent Calls, at one month’s notice, as may be required.

DIRECTORS.
G eorge A nderson, 35a Great G eorge-street, W e st­

minster, S .W .
S amuel  H artmann, 21 Australian Avenue, E .C .

C harles W a t t s , 24 Carminia-road, Balham, 
R obert  F order, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C. 
G. W .  F oote , 28 Stonecutter-street, E .C .

S.A'

Temporary Office— 377 Strand, London, W .C . Secretary— E. M. V ance (Miss).

PROSPECTUS.
of

T he Freethought Publishing Com pany, Limited, has been formed to acquire and take over the copyrigb^U; 
w eekly newspaper called the Freethinker, together with the stock o f books and pamphlets connected d'e , 
and the goodw ill o f the business ; and to continue publishing the said newspaper, and selling the said boo 
pamphlets, and issuing fresh publications o f a similar character ; and also to en gage in any other busif>eSS 
m ay be convenient and beneficial to the Company. gpi*

The nominal Capital o f the Com pany is ¿£5,000, in Shares of ¿£1 each. O f these 4,000 are Ordinary 
and 1,000 Deferred Shares. The whole of the Deferred Shares, bearing no dividend until Ordinary Shar^V^: 
¿£5 per cent, per annum, are subscribed by the Vendor. The O rdinary Shares are offered for general subs

Mr. G. W . Foote, the Vendor, agrees to take ¿£'2,000 for his interest in the Freethinker and for the
books and pamphlets as it stands, 
ment in full o f the 1,000 Deferred 
payable as follows

thef;.
O f this sum ¿£'1,000 is to be retained by the Board and applied to • 

Shares subscribed by the Vendor. The remainder o f the purchase
' rfC-¿£250 on takin g possession, and the balance in five instalments at intervals o f three.

Mr. Foote also binds himself by agreem ent to act as Editor of the Freethinker, and as M anaging D' j r  
the Com pany, at a salary, or salary and percentage, to be determined from time to time between h i m s e l f .  1? 
Board. Provision is made by an arbitration clause for any difference that may arise as to function or sa 
point or points of difference being submitted to two independent referees and an umpire. The term of (
ment is for ten years

The Directors consider that the Vendor, by binding himself to stand by the Com pany for a 
and by investing one-half o f the purchase money in Deferred Shares, whose value will chiefly depend up°n 
gives ample proof o f his bond fates in prom oting the Com pany, and o f his confidence in its success.

The Directors have no doubt that the Com pany will be able to pay a reasonable dividend to Shar , P 
besides placing the literary propaganda of Freethought upon a sound business footing. T hey are com1 .0[V' r 
the circulation o f the Freethinker alone, which already secures the Com pany against any loss, may be 
ably increased by capital, advertising, and other commercial advantages ; and the profit o f such incre  ̂ ^

le n g th y ,^ '

*

be relatively very large, considering the published price o f the journal. T hey are also satisfied tha ^ptilC 
adequate Capital which is now sought, a good profit may be derived from the publication o f books and P‘̂  .̂¡tr 
A  public for such w orks is already assured, and may be extended ; and access to this public is guarantee , 
cost through the Freethinker. ‘ ¡,i

In offering these 4,000 Ordinary Shares— less those subscribed by the Signatories of the Menior-1' -¡¡ill' 
Articles— to the members of the Freethought party, the D irectors have no doubt as to the result,
view  of the numerous preliminary promises o f support which have been received and publicly acknoW

.S the Pr,t i;1'P .S .— According to the Articles o f Association— copies of which can be obtained at the Office at t 
One Shilling— the D irectors have power to receive payment in f u l l  at any time from Shareholders. . a*5'*
up the full amount o f their Shares will, o f course, cover their whole liability at once, and will material y 
Com pany at the outset.

APPLICATION FORM FOR ORDINARY SHARES.
T O  T H E  D IR E C T O R S  O F  T H E  F R E E T H O U G H T  P U B L IS H IN G  C O M P A N Y , L im it*1-

G entlemen, — H avin g paid to the Com pany’s Secretary the sum of ¿£ .................................. . being j >’
2s. 6d. per Share on application fo r..................................  Shares of ¿£1 each in the above-named Compa1’) ’ t (ii-. ,■
you to allot me that number of Shares, and I agree to accept the same or any smaller number - ro^Lf.

. ......... .......... ............. , .................... r _____ ,  .......... ......... „  .................................. r _______  '*(e**e ¿ft*
to me, and I agree to pay the further instalments upon such allotted Shares as the same shall bee eji>

allotted to me, subject to the Memorandum and Articles of Association, and upon the terms of
Prospectus ; and I authorise you to place my name on the R egister o f Members in respect o f the S h a t * ^

required by the said Prospectus. In the event o f my not receiving an allotm ent, the amount to be re

Name ( in f u l l ) .

Address

Description ...................................................................... D ate ...........................................

All Cheques, etc., to be made payable to the Com pany, and crossed.

Published for the Frrethougiit Publishing Company, Lim ited , by R. Kordkr, 28 Stonecutter-street, Lon<l‘> ’
t F


