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pusillanimity. Probably his motives were mixed. But,
in any case, the settlement was wise and just in the
It was not given to Mr. Gladstone to
He could not foresee that the situation
contained the secret germs of future trouble. No one
knew that the Boers would henceforth look upon
Britishers as weak and contemptible. No one knew
that the hidden gold and diamonds in the Transvaal
would attract crowds of immigrants, until at length
the Boers would be largely outnumbered by the Out-
landers— that is, the “ foreign ” white population.

, The Boer victories over the small forces under Sir
George Colley seem to have filled them with a lasting
sense of their military prowess. They appear to have
felt ever since that they could beat British soldiers at
any time they chose. President Kruger, unless he is
much belied, has often expressed his contempt for our
“army,” upon which word he has been accustomed to
lay a scornful emphasis. And this feeling was intensi-
fied by the easy capture of Dr. Jameson’s raiders. This
was as much a “ fluke ” as the older victories. But the
Boers did not look at it in that light; as they saw it, it
confirmed their view of their own invincibility. More-
over, they are extremely pious folk. Their one book is
the Bible, and they read it attentively. Like our own
Puritan ~jrefathers, they are fonder of the Old Testa-
ment tiian-of the New Testament. They devoutly believe
in Providence. They see the finger of God in public
events ; and, like all superstitionists, they see it most
clearly when the events tend to their interest and flatter
their vanity. No doubt the great majority of them—
simple, Bible-reading farmers, dwelling in isolation—
really accept the religious ideals of President Kruger’s
speeches, and imagine themselves to be favored and
protected by the God who made the ancient Jews his
chosen people, and confirmed them in their occupation
of the land of Canaan.

President Kruger is probably quite pious himself,
But a long official life must have qualified his piety to a
certain extent. He has been President of the Transvaal
ever since 1882. No one has been able to oust him.
He is a striking personality, but he has had to practise
the arts of the politician. We see no reason in the
nature of things why the common laws of political
action, and the common motives of political ambition,
should not obtain in the Transvaal as they obtain (for
instance) in England. We believe it is a profound
mistake to regard President Kruger as a plain, un-
sophisticated, pious Dutchman, whose sole object is to
govern a community of poor farmers and to keep them
from being swamped by outsiders. Small as is the
Transvaal population, his post is worth £ 7,000 a year
—that is, £2,000 more than the salary of the Prime
Minister of the greatest empire in the world. The
Secret Service Money of the Transvaal may be all
honestly spent, but it is nearly double the Secret
Service Money of the British Empire, and must neces-
sarily offer great temptations to those who administer
it. Bear in mind, too, that the Salary List of the
Transvaal government, according to the 1899 Budget,

circumstances.
be a prophet.
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is no less than ~1,216,394. Mr. J. P. Fitzpatrick, in
his extremely able and interesting book, The Transvaal
From Within, calculates that this sum amounts to £40
per annum for the total male Boer population. Fancy
a government whose officials receive salaries equal in
the gross to a contribution of 240 by every male in the
country ! Evidently the Boer officials are standing up
for something besides their country’s independence.
The fact is, the Boer officials receive this money, but it
is not paid by the Boer farmers. It is paid, for the
most part, by the Outlanders. Their industry supplies
the means for paying these salaries, for buying guns,
rifles, and ammunition, for building fortifications, for
carrying on negotiations with European powers, and
for subventioning European organs of “ public opinion.”
President Kruger’s budget last year showed an income
of ,£4,087,852. When the Boer Government began in
1881 it had an income of £33,442. What an amazing
difference !' Now that four millions is not spent on the
Outlanders, from whom it is principally raised. Presi-
dent Kruger has even refused to pay out of that money
for their children’s education, although he pays readily
enough out of it for the education of the Boer children.
The money is chiefly used for purely Boer purposes.
And it is a colossal sum for the government of such a
small population. In the nature of things it could
hardly help producing some kind of mischief. But the
chief mischief—that is, from the British point of view—
is that these tremendous resources have ministered to
what we call President Kruger's dream. And what
that is we shall try to show in our next article.

G. W. Foote.
( To be concluded.)

The Sanctions For Right-Doing.

T he term “ sanctions ” is here used in the sense of its
being an authority or a justification of the performance of
certain actions. By “ right-doing ” | mean that our con-
duct shall be such that it shall be beneficial both to the
individual and to the community. To this explanation
it is presumed there will be no objection. Most persons
who seriously think upon the subject will, no doubt, be
able to distinguish right from wrong, but the difficulty
with many is why are certain actions right, and others
the very reverse. The popular notion is that there is no
trustworthy sanction for right-doing apart from religious
teaching. It is through clinging to this notion that a
large section of the community has been induced to
oppose the exclusion of religious teaching from our
Board schools. Such individuals seem to forget that there
are reasons for proper actions based on natural require-
ments, irrespective of any of the many existing religious
faiths.

A gentleman, about whose intellectual abilities there
can be no doubt, has just written to me soliciting a con-
sideration of, and an answer to, the following questions:
“ (1) If morals be taught in the Board school, what is
to be the basis on which the morals taught arc to be
founded— theology, science, or nature ? (2) Who or
what is to determine what is right or what is wrong ?
(3) On what authority would you enforce any system of
ethics? (4) May not the moral code or system of ethics
differ in different countries, or even in different com-
munities? If so, how could any moral code be enforced
in a school supported by the inhabitants, say, of London,
the population of which is composed of people of all
nationalities and religions? (5) If theology, religion,
and morals be not taught in the Board school, how are
children to be taught right and wrong if their parents
neither allow them to attend church, nor by example and
precept teach their children religion or morality?” My
correspondent admits: “ If a community professing
different religious faiths, or no religious faith whatever, be
compulsorily rated for the maintenance of a public school
which the children are compelled to attend, then nothing
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should be taught in that school in the form of theohfK
religion, but the teaching should be strictly sec8 '
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principle upon which the promoters of purely sef!
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tiley I!ve. Upon the advisability or practising the
\AE%tsentlals enumerated in my reply to question two
re would, it may be fairly supposed, exist no ditter-
ce of opinion among civilised communities. W le
Witting the general divergence of opinion that prevai s
r. ?nEst individuals and nations as to what is mora y
ye accept the standard given in the Roman law,
ton? IScaPable of universal application so far as human
tLduCtis concerned. That standard or basis is, That
J Welfare of the people is the supreme law. But
th? WIlL contribute to such welfare will depend upon
\, tastes>habits, and local requirements of the people
ere lhe law is accepted and carried out.

J; have yet to learn that there is any objection to
lty> if properly understood, being taught in 0
mnr .schOOls. W hat is objected to is the mixing up ot

fak» Ity wlth religion, and thereby giving morals a
tion faction, and introducing into our system pf educa-
ofaelements of discord which rob the instru%n give
ceointrinsic VaTGe-  ANGIEERDL 3 7S © | gk ey
..Prepare children for good citizen P religion.
p'SPan he taught without any theo eay ~ their
feild Ly there Ire parents who do not alloi
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rents. ) and precept ” moral lessons. Such
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giness u%ﬂﬁéﬁ Persons with better conditions, and to
t~to Societ\ ¢ £m tke duty they owe to their children
repl.Parents ? ? ~eneral- My experience, however, is
JS'ous instU 10 keeP their offspring from church and
in?8 both tilCt'>n ta”e care to impart to their young
a kr>"1n~ " example and precept,” moral lessons
d'?" i haw Of what is right and wrong. More-
K etlt ah C *0UQd that the very people who are in-
' sentf u°U* educational influences at home are those

'e,r children to church.
Charles W atts.

Religion and War.

vhedWbUe, rrovi!>ire *ar more nearly succeeded in giving unity

4lest —JY r i en" and intercourse to the entire body ot

Jleans, ropean, Asiatic, and African—than we, in our
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fl'iarrel, and each willing to trace
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the finger of Providence in whatever success may crown
its efforts.

To the lay mind the situation is, to say the least of
it, puzzling. If Christianity is a religion of peace, why
this warlike preparation and almost constant warfare
with Christian nations? Must not the spectacle of
two peoples sharing the same faith, worshipping the
same God, and yet resorting to this crude and brutal
method of settling their differences— must not this sight
shake one’s faith in the existence of an all-wise and all-
powerful Deity who directs and governs the destinies of
individuals and nations ? This reflection must certainly
strike the mind of more than one believer, and the
clerical attempt to remove this difficulty does but expose
more clearly the weakness of the religious position.
For now the whole position has altered, and, instead of
the Christian clergy preaching that “ War is Hell ” and
thoroughly un-Christian, those who speak upon the
subject are for the most part endeavoring to show that
war is only one of the means by which an over-ruling
Providence wisely develops the character of man.

It need hardly be said that the only reason for
believing that war is one of the divine methods of
benefiting the race is, that the Theistic hypothesis
demands it. As all that takes place must be by the
will or connivance of God, and as preachers are bound
to discern goodness in all his actions, therefore, as one
clergyman frankly puts it, “ we cannot speak of war as
immoral without impeaching the entire method of human
progress and the Providence that ordained it.” Well,
but suppose we feel inclined to face facts, and do im-
peach the method of progress and “ the Providence that
ordained it ”— what then? Is not a method of progress
that results in such frightful waste and bloodshed as
human history discloses open to an impeachment? Of
course, from the standpoint of the Atheist or the Agnostic,
nature being non-intelligent, it is idle either to praise or
to blame ; we have simply to observe facts, and to act
accordingly. But from the point of view of nature
being the designed product of an all-wise, all-powerful
Being, then we are warranted in criticising the pro-
duction, and blaming or praising as human suffering is

inflicted or avoided.
It is said by one writer that “ the battle shock has,

under Providence, been one of the great educators of
the human race.” Every civilised nation, we are further
assured, has won its liberties and its manhood through
war. Where there existed a number of petty tribes
warring together there now exist great states, governed
from a single centre. “ In India thousands of natives
live and thrive under the Pax Britannica for every one
that has fallen before our arms......... The slaughter of
Omdurman will mean a repopulated Soudan.

Well, suppose we were to grant all this as perfectly
true-e-and that | am far from doing— what conclusion
could a believer in God legitimately draw from such a
position ?  This, and this only : That a God who might
have produced a healthy human nature without war
deliberately preferred that all improvement in character,
“ most, of the heroisms ” of life, should come only from a
process that leaves behind it burning homes, devastated
countries, and the murdered or mutilated bodies of men,
often of women and children as well. Imagine one’s
feelings towards a being who deliberately designed that
all happiness should be spun from the woof of pain, all
heroism from the suffering and degradation of others,
rather than have chosen another method by which this
might have been averted ? And, above all, think of the
hollow mockery of offering to the women of Engdand or
of the Transvaal, who are mourning the deaths of
husbands, sons, or brothers, the plea that it is this
condition of things that has been “ one of the great
educators of the human race.”

But is even this plea, revolting as it is, sound ?
Personally, I have no hesitation in saying that the
argument that war, as war, is a school in which human
nature is made better and nobler, is as false as an
argument can well be. Occasions there may be when
war is rendered a stern necessity, and to that extent we
may admit that there are times when it is more honor-
able than peace, just as using physical violence against
a street bully who is caught thrashing a woman may be
more honorable than to pass calmly by leaving the
outrage unnoticed. But to argue that, because there
are occasions when war is inevitable and its avoidance
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dishonorable, therefore it is to warfare that we owe our
liberties, our manhood, and our heroisms, is equal to
saying that, because there are times when a person
displays his manhood by punching a ruffian’s head,
therefore the school of Fitzsimmons, Corbett, and Com-
pany is the best training ground for a lofty character.

In plain truth, it is war that represents one of the
great retarding forces of civilisation. Savage tribes
that live in a state of perpetual warfare usually show
anything but desirable social types. Some amount of
mental keenness warfare may develop ; but it is usually
more than compensated for by the qualities of cunning,
acquisitiveness, and disregard for the rights of others
that warfare always developes. The virtue that is of
most value in a soldier—Wind obedience to the orders of
superiors, without regard to their moral nature— is of all
qualities the one that stands most in the way of social
development. What purifying effect has war had
upon Russia, or Poland, or Spain? Who that has
followed recent events in France will contend that
militarism has had a favorable influence upon the
character of Frenchmen? Yet | do not doubt that, if
needs were, Frenchmen would be as ready as ever to
pour out their blood in defence of their country. What
has the Swiss character lost through not being a war-
like people ? The Boers themselves are not a warlike
people, as that phrase is usually understood ; and yet
experience is showing that they are ready enough to
fight in defence of what they conceive to be their rights,
and brave enough in doing so.

The truth is that war, as such, does not breed a higher
type of character, in any real sense of the term. Many
high-minded men may join inwarfare, but | much doubt
if any were ever made high-minded by it. Let anyone
try and place themselves in thought upon a battle-field ;
let them try and realise the sickening spectacle of men
and animals being mown down like grass, with mangled
bodies and gaping, streaming wounds on all sides, with
the groans and shrieks and curses of wounded men
on every hand, with thousands of men facing each
other with the red light of murder in their eyes ;
follow up the track of army over burning or ruined
homes; note the orphaned children and widowed
mothers; try and realise the horrible anguish endured as
the result of a single war, and then ask seriously if these
things can possibly make for a higher type of character.
Callousness to the horrors of war, carelessness to its
dangers, may come from frequent contact with it; but
heroism !— there is far more heroism in the picture of a
mother in an East-end slum working her life out inch
by inch at a badly-paid unhealthy occupation that her
children may have bread, than in all the wars that were
ever waged to gratify the ambitions of rulers or the
cupidity of commercial enterprise. | am far from deny-
ing, as | have already said, that there may be times
when war is inevitable. Savagery is extinct in none
of us; it is a question of degree with all. But, at
least, let us cease talking of war as a school of char-
acter. Let us face the fact that war is always an evil,
even though it be sometimes the lesser of two. It
takes something away from character rather than adds
something to it. It arrests social development, obstructs
civilisations, reawakens the savage latent in all, and
renders that awakening the more to be dreaded because
of the deadlier weapons of destruction science has placed
within reach of all.

It is impossible to justify war upon any such plea as
the one | have been criticising. The fact is the Christian
preacher finds himself in a dilemma. In the days when
it was believed that God would interfere to protect the
innocent the trial by battle had some reason for its exist-

ence. Nowadays we do not believe anything of the
kind ; man’s moral sense, his intelligence, rejects any
such idea. We see that whether an army wins a battle

or not is a question of which side possesses the betterdisci-
pline, the more superior weapons, the greater strategy,
and the longer purse, and not of the righteousness of its
cause. Naturally, the preacher is anxious to justify
God’s way to man; hence, the harping upon the
familiar string that war is one of God’s methods of
elevating the human character. It will not do. It is
a plea that deceives none who think out the matter
clearly ; 1 doubt if it always deceives those who use it.
And there is one final difficulty that faces the religious
advocate. In spite of its songs of peace, religion has
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always been a prolific cause of war. The worst
bloodiest wars the world has ever seen have been
that were animated and nourished by religious W~/
In this matter Christianity, unfortunately, doe”
stand alone ; but it occupies a very prominent P°dN-
In all the wars that have been waged of recent )
Christianity, with rare exceptions, has either
actively assisting or maintaining a cowardly @ »
It is only in line with its usual tactics that nofft »
the country is actually at war, and when those 'vn°
the courage to speak are doing what they Cggi
modify the war fever,, Christian preachers should fgjs
forward as apologists for an institution that /to*
one of the greatest obstacles to civilisation and
complete humanising of man. c. «

What would Satan Do ?

The Devil is said to be dead. Some say that heaji‘
existed. Yet he lives in Milton’s majestic I>ne? V
not to be eliminated from the Bible. He "
mentioned in polite society, it is true. PeOPi? W1

to regard him as non-existent, chiefly on accon »
residence, which is hell. Heaven, that cOlliefe jc&1
on the same authority, they accept, because t~ a
comforting. Jesus they tolerate as they
harmless historical imbecile. Still,

that the synoptic Satan must be accepted by g
accept the synoptic Christ. If one is myt4ICL ea™
other. Matthew and Luke were not above 1_ gi*

let
a little passage from the T?o00k which is n°j."

much believed in, but in reality is so little rea K-

“ Then was Jesus led up of the spirit into ’j_fé/s\{%l

to be tempted of the Devil. And when heb jol
days and forty nights, he was afterwards a ™ Itu
“ And when the tempter came to him, be . ="

be the Son of God, command that these s n

bread. But he answered, and said : It 1 , W&
shall not live by bread alone, but by ev jA
proceedeth out of the mouth of God...--/ etc st

“ Again, the Devil taketh him UP “L ]{nS‘c
high mountain, and showeth him all t

the world, and the glory thereof...... , uehow
“Then the Devil leaveth him, andi ( j), 1
came and ministered unto him ” (Matt. 1 G*
Is there any doubt that the Evangels sr p

belief in Satan as a living, moving Pe fjed
there a shade of suspicion that they rk-ust & JA
anything but an actual individual bemg> co”agd)

as was Jesus, with whom this recor e__ ,.d .»l
kv place? Yowi ean’k make fish o ;| /A

the other. The Churches who attemp a ,
the Devil, whilst retaining a belief in s htﬂ[r
of barefaced humbug. Theirown B°° -jSp*l

All their attempts to wriggle away *ron <d.

ing are absurdly vain. ~ (O-

VVe don’t propose to allow,_;gegg’sgw, sbetB%aéNN

this disrespectful fashion

n
be so unceremoniously dismissed. copeS p
has been asked in some million o . We t
religious work, What would Jes«s e tl

pose to ask, What would Satan do s~ st-pi
Let us imagine Apollyon tak in g tJC n

present events. We will not . ~dDatin” i p“

supposing that he accepts ™*e great

ha’penn evenin rags. -- tro,,.

acqu)Jiresyhis know?edgegfirst- 1 ﬁ%ﬂ@l

tion. What must he think? vvm« ?

came bodily amongst us now, aSJ gatall,t

to have doné EeAtUFies age. when 7 ”

conducted ” the Messiah to the ~ ~ n

high mountain, where together fbc> n

of the world and the glory thereo 1
Imagine Satan looking n°w «

dom and all the destruction jé as .«

Imagine him gazing at thespect«”

loving Beer and British Ch op the

the most High, joint ’\tr«gfﬂ_tlae

Heaven, engaged in a bk’ J{: lddenedt i /1
other with all the ferocity of 1

ing to the butchery all the dea

pi
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d)’?r{man arfare’ . What might Satan be expected_10 of the community over which he presides. The Boers,
aL. - not'almost hear “his shrieks of mocking 55 5 people, have an unaffected belief in Holy Writ.

Joes f - S : . - :
oes sids"I* r ~an we not Plcture him “ holding both his Naturally, then, we, as another bibliolatrous nation,

1> . - . S . .
po_sli a  ~anwe not realise his fierce and fiendish joy ought to extend to them the right hand of Christian
I:rj* _Onrlst’°u*corne of centuries of Christian teaching and fellowship. Not only do we fail in this our duty, but

inded3? ,Prayer ~ The Czar's Love Feast has been, e fling the hardest of hard names at the people of this

sileni . -
a&rugl'tu- owed hy the D_QVé}I;§_B_eano,_and it would be Republic, and at their elected Head. Why is this?
thob* IUUH@ t8 grudge His atanic Majesty a particle of Why does so much bad blood exist where only peace
6ff|(<kA'Enhant delight the situation so abundantly and amity should prevail ? Ostensibly, the friction is

hi
cerha attributed to a certain franchise question, but we are

~m » BRI s thuugMe tevert to that time when he and most of us far-sighted enough to discern that the actual

idag'h fe tem>°> ~eace stood together on the pinnacle of cause lies under the surface. The real issue is, that

. ntg,. ' phg> afterwards, on that exceeding high Englishmen are keen to gain possession of the gold-
;00y . < Por “he i A g - >

o érhaps'he is tem pte”o 'toiintmgty "“Jspel fjelds of the Transvaal. This is why the very men who

would otherwise sanctimoniously greet Kruger and his

subjects as “ brothers in Christ,” now dub them with

(3J "esus>with holy hauteur, exclainie take guch tender epithets as “ hypocrite ” and the like. Well
fend«*, Satan.” It is Christ now.wholhasto He 1,y the apostolic writer aver, to the shame of all modern
yacl§ seat. The Dev”|I is very much to ~ dme Christians, that “ the love of money is the root of all
sn ?°this own back” now, as he h evil.”
BD Athadyqin fo_regathered at qerusa]em. the It is a sorry spectacle to witness one Bible-worshipping
r< L n“a £reat glée Satan must hGUSHE R)Ff?é(ri({& nation at war with another Bible-worshipping nation.
!'teace-more orless hypocritical-wh.chwereoi It is a sorrier fact to know that each party to the con-
kiie’r, SOnie months prior to the Boers u muci, dis- flict accuses the other of bad faith, hypocrisy, and want
te ipDe°w fruitless they would be h°"- X ey been of principle. But the sorriest reflection of all is brought
i»*1 @aaL?d many people would have been ~ ensue, about by the boast of our side that the Bible is the
m: answered. He knew that war would e secret of our national greatness. Suffer me to explain
C ? at »he two sets of Christians would[tty* of my meaning.
.lé A\ W * throats. Intensely amusing, as -'~ ‘die In the utterances of the British Jingoes two leading
js’?{/ folly and deceit, must have been all those notes are distinguishable. One has reference to the
"len  that ascended to the skies, to gatan, generosity, the rectitude, the patience—in a word, the
jtinl 0 fword-sharpening and nfle-cleann” greatness— of the English ; the other voices the mean-
If5 ducha* be sure’ would not for a trifi ~ truly char- ness, the treachery, the spitefulness—in a_word, the
~ K reat °f pious hypocrisy and cai >e , jton or littleness— of the Boers. We are none of us ignorant of

Bo?tlc of the Christian Pharisee, whether Brito the secret of Eng|and’s greatness. It iS, as we have
stated, no other than the Bible. But what are we to

Sp » & now the prayers of thebelligerents for the defeat say of the littleness of our adversaries? If Bible-
Cither must be further provocative of b« his homage is to be adopted as the criterion of national

?B fromm'rt™' “"Che Lord will be ob ig j. sUppli- Wworth, we, as a people, must take rank after the Boers.
eV H a ,One or the other of these two s fluently Beyond all question, their simple trust in the inspired
* - . Word of God is more intense than that of Englishmen.
3 aemtﬁfépgglf'ttﬂg?ngrg%l?é '\X/he‘ﬁy lthfet'e com § t;‘g Are we, then, to infer that the Bible is at once the secret
) & \neSUlts-  Whether as mere spectator M of the greatness of the British Empire and the littleness
jd” V N 'ptor of present events, the ¢ \Ve of the Transvaal Republic? God forbid. Perhaps some
o/ A notbo'J for mock‘nS kr'be and infernal A any hireling of the society which has its palatial headquarters
Jkhm ,.e/ar wrong in surmising that, Y con- in Queen Victoria-street will kindly vouchsafe a reply.
\ ther’ 11°‘s that these fighting Christian catS) Like Goethe, we ask for “ More light.”
tfi Sea;; ~fl'ct tin they have, like the K affair G. Dawson Baker.

VvH R deflefiiinated eacht 8ther: the whole artair

S*Hb. *ble-\vnrei Ject “esson in the beneficent influ-

o et nm?.eace a_n1j and Christian teaching in pro Death of Mr. Grant Allen.
of a]i'T restraining national aggressiveness,

v ~and util'e'S It a eharming object lesson in the Mr. Grant Allen’s death, at the comparatively early age
> Ulty of prayer. Francis Neale. of fifty-one, removes an interesting figure from English
Iiteratyre. He was born at AIWi_ngton, near Kingston,
y The Ontario, on February 24, 1848. His father was a clergy-
| Bible . man and a notable scholar. Mr. Allen himself, however,
i Is the Secret of — had no taste for the pulpit, and no belief in what is generally
fill "ek a _ known as religion. He travelled a good deal in his time, and
his mind and work were as versatile as his experience. It

¢ PQite°Unced CV,'nendi Christian in the godly city of cannot be said that he was particularly original. He was an
V & “cent"1l ®aid Kruger as “the greatest enthusiastic disciple of Darwin and Spencer, in spite of whom
bo/f Promin Ury' * 2 f COLIrse no one will give he became an ardent Socialist. He wrote on many subjects
. o : , N . .- —on practical science, on evolution, on sociology, on literature,

c’Untr d Qdlicent'Cnt Christian any particular credit and on religion.  Perhaps his Guide Book work paid him

bave benO1" ,~cores °f people up and down pest and there is a sarcasm in the fact. He was the author

. Wae’egant in saying& vewmuch the same thing of several novels—most of them pot-boilers. One of them

£ av_4le<t_  lansruairp . 8f@ RO BYBA EBA- was of a different character. It contained a part of his
v Haﬁ—% }g ar accuracy of the definition. W  social evangel. It was called The Woman Who Did. We

: reviewed It at considerable length in the Freethinker at the

>serve thatj Christian
V7V fﬁe'){//g L'hnn: -3 mdow Ch»:‘ihslﬁgnﬂﬁe hrases of time of its first publication, and were obliged to pass upon it
. . ynt, ; A p an unfavorable judgment. The most curious feature of the
«5/ ff i@ rdiaa0™taste  VIOUs'y exposes himself to a charge pgok was that it answered itself, though the author never
L . seemed to see it. A much better and far more important
y HHS_Uam who can express him- ynrl* was his Evolution ofthe Idea of God. It was reviewed
Slri is' h,s tenilredp tern’s as these, has clearly, in in our columns by the late J. M. Wheeler. The book Is a

/ is r,Peakina O/ “orff°tten of what manner of bulky one, and costs no less than twenty shillings nett. It
is not perhaps, as original as Mr. Allen thought it was ; but

k nded * U°m Kruger, it is well he it was capable, painstaking, honest, and really thorough
y (if"e‘];g%{ H;@t GOt], *So a P'r|r§e amongst Chrlstla_ms I'veil on the poi’nt as to whether Jesus Christ ever existed as
,,818 Prot P°Werful in prayer, and a valiant = “req) person, Mr. Allen expressed sincere doubts ; and it

*< - - i - - - - s B
v > 1 ke & of jlestani. falith, @ is aailhaisre @@ takes some courage to do that. On the whole, it must be
said that he was a true soldier of progress, although he was

.ounst L fe ~ . e e

R tiaC Svn?Lih‘Q(t bl anShe fﬂg-aaslnﬁr?ﬂ@,g%d Ld%é- not exactly admirable when he scolded the public for not

? VA W ~en \y:. Sacred Volume which alone is lottintr him be honest. The public lets every man be honest
—at his owui risk. It was the risk that Mr. Allen did not

"ii jvri! °Ur 1uC Unto salvation, which alone is li — . : . .
. e . ike. Nevertheless, he put his thought, in his own way, into
%>/7<+standi’ our Guide, our Defence. gymepnooksand many articles, and distinctly helped forward

,S- moreové/ritgemBalrk]Jl]gairly representative the progressive movement of his age. 1
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Acid Drops.

W hen piety meets piety then comes the tug of war. Presi-
dent Kruger has told the Boers that God is fighting with
them against the British. But the noble Viscount Cross is of
a very different opinion. Speaking at Abingdon the other
day, he said that “ Mr. Kruger must be made to feel that
there is a Power above him, and | believe that God is on our
side.” This is exquisitely funny. The poor deity is kicked
about from side to side like a football. And the cream of the
joke is that he makes no complaint. He bears it all with the
most perfect serenity—we might almost say submission.
Nobody knows on which side he really is until the finish.
Then he always “ pals ” in with the winner.

Perhaps the very funniest thing about thiswar in South Africa
is the annexation of British territory (by proclamation) on the
part of President Steyn and President Kruger. If the
Almighty inspires them, he must be sadly lacking in a
sense of humor, unless it is one of his subtle jokes.

Lord Halifax, the lay leader of the High Church party,
recommends the clergy belonging to the English Church
Union to “announce a solemn ‘Requiem’ for the souls of
our soldiers who have fought so well for England, and died
so bravely in South Africa.” No doubt it will be very con-
soling to Tommy Atkins to know that, if he is killed in South
Africa, the stay-at-home, comfortable clergymen will pray for
his improved prospects in the next world—wherever that is ;
but it would probably be still more consoling if he knew
beforehand that his wife or his poor old mother in England
would get a “bob” a day for certain in this world when he
had to leave it. But prayers are a lot cheaper than pensions,
and Tommy will most likely have to take the “ Requiem ” and
make the most of it.

Lord Halifax, by the way, is quite impartial, as he can
well afford to be, in this “ Requiem ” suggestion. He
advises that prayers should be offered up, not only for our
own dead soldiers, but also “ for the souls of their fallen
foes.” We hope the Boers will be duly grateful. Those of
them who are left when the war is over should send Lord
Halifax an illuminated address. N.B.—This is no reference
to the fate of the dead on either side.

One of the features ofthe war is that men holding the same
religious beliefs are engaged in fighting each other. *“ For
the first time,” says the Methodist Recorder, “ since the Civil
War in America, the Methodist household is divided against
itself. This war means Methodist against Methodist.”

The Recorder mentions that whilst among the Natal
volunteers, the Mounted Police, and the Cape Rifles, there
are many members of the Methodist Church, “ many of the
burghers of the armies of both Republics, but especially in
that of the Orange Free State, are members of the Methodist
Society, are class leaders and local preachers, our friends and
comrades in the Kingdom of Jesus Christ !”

Well may the Christian JVorid ask : “ Why is it that, with
peace and goodwill as our ideal and heart’s desire, we front
the world sword in hand, and fill it with our battle-cry ?”
According to that journal, English people seem to -be
peculiarly, in this matter of war, the children of destiny,
And it piously remarks that this fact is “a deep mystery.”
It is no mystery. It is only inconsistency, and nothing of
that kind need surprise us in connection with Christianity.

The “ Dopper” Boer seems to have been very much im-
proved by Christianity. The Church Times describes him as
“in every fibre a slave-owner,” and it adds : “ His Calvinistic
theology leads him to suppose that the native races have been
placed at his absolute disposition by the Almighty, to use or
abuse as animals with no rights—to exterminate, if need be,
as the Amalekite or the Canaanite. The cruelty and the lust
of which the native has been the victim and the witness have
not disposed him favorably towards the white man’s faith.
And for this cruelty there has been no redress, not even the
barest justice. The Boer flogs the Kaffir to death, as he
insults the Outlander, with the knowledge that, if he is
sentenced to fine or imprisonment, the fine will not be
collected or the punishment exacted.”

“ Providence” ought to do something to establish the
tottering faith of Mr. William Redmond. Speaking in the
House of Commons, he said that “ he could never again have
the same faith and confidence in the mercy and dispensation
of Providence which he had hitherto had if the Boers were
overborne by British arms.” The House of Commons laughed
and laughed _again at the Irishman’s simple—or was it
assumed ?—piety. Most of the members know its absurdity.

Mr. Wdliam Redmond posed as a pietist nearly eighteen
years ago, when he called the Home Secretary’s attention to
a certain “blasphemous” paper called the Freethinker. At
that time he represented a few dozen people. All the voters
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in his constituency could have ridden in two or threenli.
buses. Yet he had the impudence to ask for the supp
of a paper which had thousands of readers.

Mr. Gibson Bowles, in the House of Commons, reC#
the Boers as “stolid, simple, God-fearing, and stra*g
ing peasants.” This provoked loud laughter. <jicSp
Sir W. Lawson complalned that “ religion was rap**'
all power over this nation.”

Strange war news from South Africa! The neiAP
report that the Rev. Oliver Carney, a Wesleyan ntn »jif
been commandeered by the Free State, and is c0,ildi I*
carry arms. We shouldn’t like to be near him. .
shooting. He is more likely to kill a neighbor m |alil'
than one o f“ the enemy,” like the duellest who sh®
seconds and never touched his opponent.

“Call upon me in the day of trouble; I 'V]lAh(
thee, and thou shalt glorify me” (Psalm 1 ,S'-
comforting promise, but how is it going to..jto, be#
amidst present events? The Lord was appeal““ N
the war began. We know the result. “
are now probably too busy to address him in setftql](r§
would be great fools if they stopped to do anyth* /j;,*v
But their relatives and friends at home in Engla** p%);

ransvaal are supplicating the Throne of Grac

e ascending to him alike from Boer homestead

A rt')°‘
Already the slaughter list is a large one” B0

luseholds. What is he going to do?
grows larger. What is the Lord, Who so far e ng*

done nothing, proposing to do later on ? Inutnh d“?’
he is receiving thanks which seem at bnce U gﬁ%g,(m

undesirable. The Vienna Journal says : “ 1/A j

in the end subdue their weaker foe; but, A efoie
will be thousands of desolate homes in Enggifulness "
accomplished.” A very pretty kind of than*

of believers in God.

J |
“ Some hundreds of British women ¥=8 r e
Woman's Weekly wrote to Lady Symons- é) %fj
recovery of General Symons, About twenty
afterwards he died.

The Primate of the Irish (Protestant) ~jg”™lia6‘*™1
the Armagh Diocesan Synod, said lie was Iiaﬁlift
that God; who; in the scheme of his YNIVerse» e
the earthquake and pestilence and storm, nnfrht
of Hosts and the God of Battle also.” Certalnl)l
lhe God of Nature is just as cruel as the

at ever was worshipped by the most ~ftgs

e

stitiomsts. Mill pointed out that the worst 1 Ay r
man against man are done daily and habit«“ A |# A
agains | - The rt])loo“, e «f 1
nothing to the ravage of consumption ethe (g}
in child-birth are far more numerous than
killed in war.
How the Worlq is given to hyp AU u ry
“ leading mes?” “in“the United gf%tﬁgs o>’ 0/‘e|
tiams; have patitioned PresidsntMCIyjl i jye- n
... mediator between Great Britainand the cpen
This is all very well in its way, but looka jlas Yji
jfrom. President McKinley's Governm*  &fiS. a=
|engaged in fighting the Philippine RcP1' ISy (0"
these “ leading men ” in the United Sta* ath I
in that quarrel ? Philanthropy should O b Dipi
————— . efl PC50f3$

A New York Methodist Episcopal n VQDJJAq yflil
Walters, exclaims, “ Bless God f°r ," t.O0ta“", p
Deweys men, bless God for Deweys j tha*
wonder if this reverend gentleman sig
President McKinley.

it
. jat0s*
eoUtb-'p V V
Charles Henry Beales, a Nottingham ) APAfIA'IA
He took to firing a pistol in the stre g\\sf" *j j ft
him fire a shot deliberately behind some I-

of them in the ear. Fortunately, the .ing PC jA*
r, instead of pen

plea put forward in court was, that %e (e c gw d

transpired that he was a member sCntj the

Wilford church, and the vicar was Ij uiafe
excellent character. Nevertheless, jons.
initted him for trial at the (Juarter h*
_____ g*oN
An American Protestant organ, s go&rlné jjgj i0
has made the discovery that i 'n;tv of, \ei I'#

Ingcrsoll taught, is really ChT[sfE! clergyi°
No doubt this is the reason why t*

J
o j-
trie™ clA'l

Rev. E.A. Phillips, rector of Svval™b'» aiid fOlp\'~

damages against Mr. E. J. I pnt, 1 teStil|LjgeSu
warden, for libel. Several Witncs
the reverend gentleman dread*u >

for the defendant.
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fruohrtsi~zer Ridsell, of the Salvation Army, sees daylight
;on -he Tr. i i
C B issaation” B Bodh Wihictney 5 9O
~missioner Ridsell will find it hard, just now.
ft. «ore_of it. e will have to try'his hand on
18 That's safest, anyhow.

Tommy

W Br°P Ry'e- of Liverpool, resigns at last, p~sLmrisml
Ceeof ~rd-headed, practical, and profitab e lhardly
hn @ histimc  has had three wives, whom he can har y

S i meetinheaven-at least together. He has
\Voodincome and made the most of this world.

a » inthe next. He takes his old age andJus”~pat”

hs| heard, into a dignified retirement. . king-
dma[ffglgé'ﬁﬂetr)]e spent in comfortably preparing

H}annotPr(?ro"!r.ernher?d that Bishop Ryle contradicted
ir@& mon(@iineni> Op his retirement several times during
Ltheir But bishops accept their office with a lie
prions ,, "“ul5- they say they don’'t want to be made
1 men 10ufEh alkthe time they do, and have don*e, perhaps,
i i¥0( Years Before the chance presents jtself. Dr.
SEPmuneddl to take a retining pension of 211400 a year.
Hless°r- Tli IS 1lat.h w*h come out of the stipend of his
pvstll have /' new hishop will probably not object, for he

eceSSor \WiL 2 °°7> ¥ libeity 1o plidy for long life to his
1se death will bring him the bak

>0 j9 says : “ n vieW Bif e Gy UUBKRBE WyEg

Wﬂsﬁm% garamou t importance that BighopoRitlels
rshobild BEA Mah lke-ningedlt M._\I,-,whom the
Hl%rr]]%;n%% reersstcshould(_be offered for those witn

rests that ﬁ1ey may’ be guided aright.”

hn °P. CTI' MDre Payers ! This time over the selection of
If t? Lord>long-suffering as he is, must be worried

Ht
Sl 1 Lord ''mQever was a “dead cert” in this life, it is
an.ury, -" “lleave the appointment to the other Lord™—

Pintthe />° nJa> be pretty confidently expected to dis-
" ‘c°rd's desire, prayers notwithstanding.

g

nil y~ in PAeC students fig¢ this minisity has falier froim

H 4 Sate® nHRctionandth sthesReeshytedan Charch in the

‘erior kI <1 le best..brains.fell..off long ago, and now

dil g:vBa‘ns are falling off too. By-and-by the very

to be,—.Chureh the cold shoulder. Parsons will
imported from heaven—or elsewhere.

Vorj™kn i
o ( L;0ca revolt.

kithe r¥Ice ghoyid be divided so that people who ca
Lre whole service can enter or leave at a certain time

Msthi " Ay shol',2iClnnot” are obviously those who don’t want

s”ch nfext best n 1 ,ey n°t have the privilege suggested?

diceflaH ,\|[;(!jng’ In the parson’s eye, to not going to

O'vej h,. e g°es a long way in respect of a dreary
- a prosy sermon.

WA
‘fc>iceVh'Spreposal opens up possibilities. A\ hy
He1éx the harranSed on the short turn system-the shorter
Yo bettcr? A time-table might be prepared showmg
V D of the service. And the time for the
. now  specially marked up, so as to enable church-
_ﬁéﬁ}fl[boly away . " TI*%y M dht with the—greater WillIngrass
is/ran, < sintrin faé anthem in churches where there is
H A niJWst as tho a ?,uld have the best position on the
Collin at (I, >dI'ct divertissement or the lion comique
« htdridnh in co,, music-halls. There might also be an
mAamJ#;und in "ﬁ(l djoceses, wherehy favorite cte ics

e th&fod|IE'F BRBughams and do a turn Bt thi§

hl 6

BSt. Lof °nce let loose upon all these possibilities,

Sfﬁke&ﬂf" let | Il th ibiliti
/s, n- . c mav begin t8 think, for instance, ol
Vi:,"ThnY?°Use of émoke-reems and libraries=—after the
Gl WRe-FitGnyis  “ “miriomS—winereim trewaid may be
N nyvk°rgs..aptn gvandny en ius Candlestick
jiio?i? ﬁ',;%oog ?r)@mll @(/ﬁvh Qéqg%r??gf to rush out to
P Rieh theprd qg"\\/er us,” or to hear the pulpit
Eitua istic vicar slays his vacillating

a

ﬂsAIciQ’\Sel,ll?far?ggrq -Ifocussing the very absurd question
. Si.Nate- aed with « '/ a  the inhabitants of the British
Li,. ®2<rw.aesire to attend a place of Worﬁhip.
{?}JN O_F “fly dn?;070 Would be crowded OUt: ; We A 0
~S..Tori eiluaiivn 1 the Ouiwr take P @ T€W %ﬁr
s, M !Sei'l?UesMoy .s??sible7 a,!d. practical' kind ? y
'‘Ath@;ed tvith™p.' ab tbe inhabitants of the British
< fe% tOuStinRiS iflb how many could be accommo-
ilat;tbe & ‘c asylums ? Or, if all the regular
terestin.r Jlad an atom of sense, how many

k magazine would be sold ?

When the saints fall out we are apt to hear the truth. And
the matters in dispute in the particular case before us have a
special interest now that we are confronted with the present
curious mixture of Bibles and bayonets, rifles and religion, the
Lord Jesus Christ and Maxim guns. The Clevver Sisterhood,
it seems, obtained permission from Lord Lansdowne, the
Secretary of War, to visit the military barracks throughout
the Home District. These depots are a little denuded just now
—but no matter. The Rev. Arthur Robins, D.D., who has
been for twenty-six years Acting Chaplain to the Church of
England troops, has protested strongly against th 1 invasion
of the Sisters, but in vain.

That’s it. These semi-military men of God are not so much
concerned about the dissemination of Christianity itself as the
propagation of their own particular doctrines. The soldiers,
he says, do not want the Sisters. But do they want him?
The Record perceives in the mission of the Sisters a “ cleverly-
planned campaign by the Romanising party to capture the
religious teaching in the Army.” The Tommy Atkinses who
are left at home are probably inclined to cry, “ A plague on
both your houses I Anyhow, we are told that.;50 of the
canteen money has to be handed over annually to these
“ teachers of sacerdotalism "—the Clewer Sisterhood. Mean-
while, the Rev. Robins is going about tearing his hair.

A religious weekly', describing Dr. Parker’s preaching at
the City' Temple, says the “ habit of note-taking amongst his
hearers is on the increase, as if people feared to forget the
golden words.”

It would, indeed, be a pity if we lost any of Dr. Parker’s
golden words—or even his swear words. He himself takes
good care that the golden ones shall be preserved in a form
which is possibly profitable to him now, though whether
posterity will care to have them is quite another matter.
Here are some of his latest golden words : “ He that is now
called an Agnostic was beforetime called a blind man. |
prefer the before-time description. It seems to get nearer
the truth. | never knew a blind fellow-creature who was
proud. But who ever knew a humble Agnostic ?”

Y¥re know a Christian preacher whom no one would accuse
of humility or modesty—a preacher who, in his spiritual
intoxication, sees things that are not, and whose vision is,
therefore, the very last thing to be envied. It pleases him to
suggest that Agnostics are blind. At least they can see enough
to reject his pronouncements and pretensions—and that is
where his trouble comes in. _

From an excited letter to a Dublin contemporary, repub-
lished in the Christian, it appears that, at the recent Church
Conference in Ireland, the Holy Scriptures were dealt with by
several of the clerical speakers in the light of the “ Higher
Criticism.” The single speaker, we are told, who “dared to
stand up clearly for God’s word felt himself looked down
upon as a fossil ; and, whilst statements of the most destruc-
tive criticism were being made, our two Archbishops, and |
doubt not a large number of others who did not agree with
these views, by their presence and silence gave consent.”

The Medical Officer of the Abercarn District Council draws
attention to the “ highly dangerous local custom of holding a
prayer meeting in the house where a patient has died, it may
be, from infectious disease.” He mentions an instance where
twenty or thirty children were allowed to see an infected
corpse, with the result that at least four of them were

infected.

Anent certain feeble pulpit utterances, the Church Gazette

uotes the following apology by the Bishop of Stepney in his

strmon to the medical profession at St Paul's Cathedral :
Did the doctors make enough allowance for practical

difficulties in teaching? They went into some country
church, and heard some simple explanation of the Gospel. It
touched none of their difficulties, and they made up their
minds that the parson of the place was a man behind the
But |f Ehgy would give hint their confidence, he
them ‘strong meat for men’

times.
would only too gladly give
instead of ‘ milk for babes.””

The Church Gazetteasks : “ But is this largely the case, as
a matter of fact? The writer’s personal experiences during
thirty years’ acquaintance with the clergy certainly no wise

support it, but quite the contrary.”

The prospects of a re-union between the Church and Non-
conformity seem likely to be very much improved by the
Methodist Times. A mad-headed writer—isit Price Hughes?
—in that journal says that the real difficulties in the way arc
“ the unbridled snobbery and crass ignorance ” of the Church.
The average Anglican “loves to live in a dense fog of
ecclesiastical self-satisfaction.” This is probably quite true,
but to say it is a curious method of bringing about unity.
If we read this nice “ derangement of epitaphs " again, we
shall sec that they are quite as applicable to Dissenters as to

Anglicans.
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But is it not rather ill-timed to talk about Christian unity
just now, when we are reading the war telegrams about the
fighting Christians in South Africa ?

Last week we referred to the edifying burial dispute at
Kettlebaston, in which the rector displayed himself as an
arrogant, bigoted ass. The matter has since found its way
into the Police Court, where evidence was given that an
aggrieved Dissenter went to the church, taking with him
a drain disinfector or tester, which he uncorked during a
celebration of the Holy Communion by the rector. As the
offensive odor from the bottle filled the church, the Rev.
Theodore Becket, a Baptist minister, was heard to ask : “ Is
it incense ?” The Bench fined the man with the tester ;£5
and £3 15s. 6d. costs. A charge against the Baptist minister
was dismissed.

Clement Scott, dramatic critic and pietist, seems a very
unfortunate person. He leaves England because his feelings
are outraged, and no sooner has he settled himself in the
United States than he is shocked once more.

He has been to see the dramatised version of Zangwill’s
Children of the Ghetto, and he found “ a piece with one fine
dramatic movement sandwiched between a somewhat silly
farce and an occasionally blasphemous pantomime.” The
audience “ apparently approved of comic allusions to the
Messiah, the Paschal Lamb, the Passover, and other sacred
things, which gave me a shock of horror.” Poor Scott; he
may have to pack up and move still further on.

Reporting the cremation at Woking of Grant Allen’s
remains, the Chronicle sayse “ There was no religious
service, no chanting of hymns, no invocation of any creed,
no appeal to any doctrine—only a eulogy by Mr. Frederic
Harrison, and then committal to the flames.” Among the
wreaths resting on the coffin was one from Mr. and Mrs.
Richard Le Gallienne, which bore the following inscription :—

Perchance a little light will come with morning,
Perchance | shall but sleep.

We were “informed” by several persons, who seemed to
think they knew, that the writer of “ Our Handbook ” in the
Referee was Mr. Grant Allen. We always said it wasn’t, and
when asked “Why?” we replied, “ Because it can’'t be.”
Neither the style nor the ideas were those of Mr. Allen.
Since his death it has been authoritatively announced that he
was not the writer of “ Our Handbook.”

The gentleman who does write “ Our Handbook” spoke
last week of the late Colonel Ingersoll’'s “ characteristic
cocksureness.” Any candid friend of this writer would tell
him that he is a thousand times more cocksure than Ingersoll
was. Ingersoll’s attitude was never that of cocksureness.
No one ever carried on an argument as much as he did by
means of questions, unless it was Socrates. And he was
constantly saying, “We don’t know,” and declaring that it
was better to confess our ignorance than to pretend to a know-
ledge which we do not possess.

The Rev. C. H. Wainwright, vicar of Christ Church, has
been opposing the Sunday concerts at Blackpool. He appeared
at the Sessions and objected to the granting of Sunday concert
licences. He said that Madame Albani was announced as
coming to sing on Sunday, and if she was licensed lie did not
see why the niggers were not allowed. Being asked by
counsel for the Winter Gardens whether no one must follow
his employment on Sunday, the reverend gentleman replied :

“ Only fish-dealers.” Whereupon counsel retorted, “ And
parsons.”

It is reported that the book on Cardinal Newman'’s Catholi
life, which was left behind by Mr. Purcell, the biographer O
Cardinal Manning, has been withdrawn. The reason is sail
to be that the Catholic Church doesn’t want to suffer fron
fresh exposures. Cardinal Manning’s biography was ai
eye-opener in more senses than one. Mr. Purcell laborei
under the mistaken notion that it was his duty to tell th

truth. As a Catholic, he should have known better.
Iib?rrt. Leyds says the Boers will fight to the last man for
man Yo It is certain, however, that he won’t be the last

He will stay at Brussels.

Old Moore’s Almanack sometimes makes a hit. Of coursi
this is not surprising when we consider that there arc 36
days in every year. To make a lucky guess for one day, c
one month, is not at all miraculous. Old Moore was, hov
ever, wonderfully “ on the spot” with a prediction for the en
of September. It ought to have been in October, but that i
near enough for a prophet. “ Great excitement,” he pri
dieted, “ will be caused throughout the land by news coi
tained in a telegram to the Press of a splendid victory gainc
by our troops abroad. As usual, alas 1the number of oflicci
picked off seems to be far in advance of the average. Oi
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rank and file will suffer great loss. The joy caused b)

victory will be overshadowed. A beloved life will 3>
danger, and the result will be waited with bres* m
interest.” This is curiously near, in point of detail, t®
battle of Dundee and the fate of General Symons. »
many Old Testament prophecies are as accurate?

clear that Old Moore can putina good claim to “ inspire

A strong and emphatic protest was recently forwaf Q
one of the English bishops. It was only one of the sn
similar documents which pour into the episcopal *tte.dld
but the unconscious humor of a typist rendered this Pa™
bishop’s position more entirely incomprehensible than
ascribed to spiritual rulers. The protest commenced
Right Reverend Rather-in-God, A.B.,” &c.

A choir boy of the parish church of Holbeach, Lijncojste
recently set out to see the world. As a preliminary, ‘ e
some money belonging to his uncle, and then tooka &
London, where he enjoyed himself immensely. There jOijg=
of religion having thus proved ineffective in his cas ,
been sent to a reformatory for three years.

Several good stories about clerics are told in the
Grundy’sarticle in the Temple Magazine. One is 0 -Qiid*
ofa church not far from Brocldey who solemnly
that the collection next Sunday would be for “the: CaJwr
of Jews in Foreign Parts.” Another is of a P"exClaii,ed
threw up both his big fat hands in the pulpit, and
“ Pause, my brethren, pause /”

face with a pillar obstructing his view of the ca.Pfjietf
On returning tc the vestry, he said very quietly « nOtya™i
some advantages in preaching to a pulpit. It /jts weten
it does not blow its nose, and it does not take ou

e Npe Literarv Ifr,

i Bue;@?" in
>nterestink book in tJh S3ys that “ theot as. “‘bet«”;
” > oy d°
R monty bandled "nar? (ol B8k e ertnce b
Has not the Hi,ri, r.i.”?uer" Criticism, the L-Jj-. Q*
direction. We can't ™ ~r,ticisrn robbed us? ijebd*

patriarchs as gtog;cchi WL TROAHSH RRSIP Higro ik,

Such a use offfie te™i of robbery in this c°n"ge|iti
the truth is not to r,e' u pure cant and nonsense. X

one need be sALEY e Bt doa ERS 14 LSS SE%n
mostly fable. ]
at i*®

A Protestant revival was recently

city in the south-east of Sicily. The .ing
endeavored to dissuade people from ate jed. .ul
mgs. Finding this of no avail, theyTr® jjers<
church bell, with a view to disturb the P . fell .£&e
Fang so vigereusly that khe bell cracked rppjvi a
The-accitlent 'is regarded as-an interventm Lo
The Sabbatarian Party on the London S goard L
beien very properly defeated.....In. futur” tings .
London will be available for public tnee right ¢
well as on week days. For this step in  .pjjc Ch gGp

publicare indebted to Mr. Macnainara. ™ atle t
are terribly chagrined at being no long
ratepayers out of their own schools.

ﬂ,}”}fﬂl
Some of the Sabbatarians seeim%js%)eiggagaA

“concession ” might lead tothesc ope RESE N
for dancing. Well, and why not ? -
fully al d at that ibilit

ully alarmed at even that possibility I

The Rev. W. J. Stobart, vicai of Sty ||'H vV V
mondsey, is a bit of a humorist.. **1» cicen™V
deduct is. 3d. from a tradesman’s accoi
he was entitled to 5 per cent, discoun e
sued him in the County-court for tna

was called on the rey. gelfllt. did Hol 'O »ef>E
wlas sitting next to me ashort w |Ie%. (Ljaug Gu'i¥

e}
be
r

------ t
me whether he should pay me oF "

Addison : That would not have pVjnti

this case, perhaps. (Laughter.) toSs

but a reverend gentleman oflermg , j,till, 1 ] A

Judge Addison : Judgment for the I * K" (itire
Re S?

The financial proceedings of n” £ fhu Xefford°fee
recently officiated at the OId Ian mafiam | I3,\

the vacation of the Rector, the Fey. );1St wee

the Colne Qjunty Court for some H gentlelll‘,,ui/I

tences were alleged against the r < ,ade ¢
for payment of various kindgMy %ilCReb
PP,y i il

v.mmi,r .« . i
to be the author of a of U.~p i
Churches. By his treatmenttO ™
inhabitants of Colne he su GlICeii'P |
sufficient reasons for at lea»
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T he Board of Directors of the Freethought Publishing
Company, Limited, allotted 344 fresh Shares at their
meeting on Monday. This is very encouraging. It
ought also to stimulate those who .are still holding
back. At the risk of being wearisome, | venture to
press this matter again upon their attention. The
present opportunity is a splendid one, and every real
Freethinker will—at least, he should— endeavor to
make the most of it. All who can help, and their
number is considerable, should do so as soon as
possible. We are still looking round for suitable
premises for the Company. We want to be housed
without too much delay; but, at the same time, we
don’t mean to hurry into a bad bargain. Naturally, we
shall act with a view to our resources, as well as with a
view to our requirements. It is evident, therefore, that
everyone who wishes well to this fine enterprise should
apply for Shares, according to his means, and apply for
them promptly. G. W. Foote.

Sugar Plums.

Mr. Foote lectured to a good audience at the Athenaeum
Flail on Sunday evening, his subject being “ The Dream of
God.” Some questions were asked after the lecture, and
one gentleman offered discussion. Mr. Foote occupies the
same platform again this evening (Nov. 5). His subject will
be “ A Search for the Soul.”

Mr. Charles Watts had an enthusiastic reception last Sunday
in Glasgow, where he lectured three times. This was his first
visit to Scotland since his late severe illness. His lecture on
Colonel Ingersoll “ caught on,” and was most sympathetically
received. Mr. Watts reports that the Glasgow Branch of the
N. S. S. isina really flourishing condition, and that its members
are doing good propagandist work. Under the auspices of
the Branch Mr. Watts is lecturing all this week in the out-
lying districts of Glasgow. At the conclusion of his Scotch
tour he will report in these columns as to the work he has

done since leaving London on October 28.

To-day, Sunday, November 5, Mr. Watts -lectures in

Aberdeen, and on the following two evenings in Dundee.

The Annual Members’ Meeting of the Secular Society,
Limited, takes place at the Manchester Hotel, Aldersgate-
street, London, E.C., on Wednesday evening, November 15,
at eight o’clock. Mr. Foote, as Chairman of the Board of
Directors, will preside. The business will be to receive and con-
sider the Directors’ Report and the statement ofaccounts and
Balance-sheet; and to elect four Directors to fill the vacancies
caused by the retirement (through ballot) of Miss Annie
Brown and Messrs. Watts, Moss, and Warren. The Board
consists of not more than twelve members, one-third of whom
have to retire annually by ballot, but the retiring members
are eligible for re-election. One of the retiring Directors, on
this occasion, will not be nominated again. Miss Annie
Brown finds herself unable to attend the Board meetings,
and does not wish to fill the place of a working member.

A curious thing happened in the ballot at the last Board
meeting. Three of the four retiring papers fell to the names
of members who were absent. Had the fourth fallen in the
same way too, it would have looked so odd as almost to
necessitate another ballot. But one of the retiring papers
fell to the name of Mr. Charles Watts, who was present ; so
the matter was all right, though it narrowly escaped being

otherwise.

This ballot has to take place every year, and every Director
has to face the chance of having to stand for re-election ;
which is better than the retirement of a definite one-third
annually. By better, we mean that the arrangement operates
as an ideal check on all the members ; and, at the same time,

it preserves a continuity in policy and management.

The Camberwell Branch has hud no less than 112 outdoor
lectures delivered under its auspices during the season which

has just closed. Indoor lectures are now resumed in the
Secular Hail. A¥ the recent annual meeting Air. Victor

Roger Was re-elected president of the Branch, and Mr,
Wilmot secretary- in both cases an excellent choice.
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Just as the Camberwell Branch was closing its outdoor
lectures permission came from the London County Council
for the sale of literature at its lectures in Brockwell Park.
This permission was given in reply to an application. No
doubt other Branches of the N.S.S. will make a similar
application in due course, and no doubt they will receive a
similar permission. On the whole, this is a very sensible
arrangement. It is right that the sale of literature should be
confined to the meeting. Nobody in his senses can complain
of that. It would never do to turn the Parks into markets.

Mr. Ben Cooper, of the London County Council, writing to
Mr. Hammond, of the East London Ethical Society» says that
he raised the question of the sale of literature before the
Parks Committee, and that “ it was decided to instruct the
officers to issue permits to Societies or persons applying,
unless there is serious objection to applicants.”

Mr. Andrew Lang, in the Daily News, paid a handsome
tribute to the late Mr. Grant Alien. After referring to his
many accomplishments, Mr. Lang continued:—* Mr. Allen
was the most modest, urbane, and kindly of companions ; in
conduct ‘a sad good Christian,’ despite his definite lack of
theological opinions.”

After a recent Ethical lecture by Sir Frederick Pollock, an
auditor asked for “ some rules by which | can order my life.”
“1 can only say,” Sir Frederick replied, “that if you do not
find the common rules of morality, plus the entire contents of
the Statute Book, sufficient guidance for the ordinary pur-
poses of life, you must be a very exacting person.”

Christian Inconsistency and the War.

David Christie Murray, in a specially contributed
article to the Umpire, on “ The Ethics of W ar,” says :—

“ It does seem worth while to ask why creed and
practice should be so far asunder as we find them at this
present hour. The faith which is publicly professed by
the most warlike and self-assertive races of the world is
literally one of non-resistance. ‘But 1 say unto you :
that ye resist not evil.” There it is, in unmistakable
plainness ; not to be dodged, not to be explained away.
Whilst words carry their own meaning, there is no pos-
sible paltering with the sense of that injunction. There
is no pretence that the context weakens it. The context
emphasises it, enforces it, drives it home. The nine
Beatitudes breathe its spirit, and that alone. And in
face of all this we are invited to believe that the Gospel
Rifleman is a conceivable entity. Men of blameless
private life, and of loftiest public aspiration—bishops,

suffragans, archdeacons, canons, deans, with their no
less learned and no less pious fellow-workers in the
great Nonconforming bodies—are all welded in one

heat of patriotic fervor, and the Christian who will not
pray for the success of the British arms in the Transvaal

will do well not to make any public protest of absten-
tion.”

Mr. Murray then proceeds to argue that we are not
necessarily a nation of hypocrites, any more than we are
a nation of logicians. The truth is, he says, that the
State creed is a “ counsel of perfection,” and a counsel
of perfection is something altogether too good to be
reduced to practice. But is the non-resistance of evil a
counsel of perfection ? Is not the very converse an
imperative duty? What would become of the world
if evil were not resisted? What is the great com-
plaint of all reformers ? Is it not their despair that
the majority of people are too apathetic in the resist-
ance of injustice, oppression, wrong, and all that may
be comprised in the term evil ? The first part of Mr.
Murray’s article is excellent; the latter part so obviously
illogical that one doubts whether he is convinced by it
himself. X.

How to Help Us.

(1) Get your newsagent to take a few copies of the Freethinker

and try to sell them, guaranteeing to take the copies that
remain unsold.

(2) Take an_extra copy (or more), and circulate it among your
acquaintances.

(3) Leave a coEy of the Freethinker now and then in the train, the
car, or the omnibus.

(4) Display, or get displayed, one of our contcnts-sheets, which
are of a convenient size for the purpose. Mr. Fordcr will
send them on application.

(5) Get your newsagent to exhibit the Freethinker in the window.
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Characteristics of St. Luke.

Two of the most important documents in the
Testament are attributed to St. Luke, these docit
being the third Gospel and the Acts of the

We know not who this Luke was, and no onec
us. To us he is merely a name, and nothing 1
That name—a familiar contraction of the
Lucanus—tells us of Luke’s Roman connections >
all through his writings we perceive the RQU™ jis
none else. The historian of Jesus Christ a
Apostles ought to have been a Jew, ought to hji
at home in Palestine, and ought, to have had fp j™e
knowledge of the matters he was recording. fyl jjs
had none of these things. He only claimed n
“ traced the course of &ll things attutately " {f
first”; but his accuracy does not seem to
continued when he came to write these things i
for, on comparison with Matthew and Ajth >

[ALIS il tAIC lité bf Cruwewt f aig  compar'sOLy >
Galatians proves him to have been inaccuya
statements about the career of Paut. Lukesw
in fact, were intended for edification. His.0&ruti 1
to confirm the believer in the faith ; and the jgfi
ness of his narrative was quite a secondary ¢ dyt$
tion. Hence we are not presented with
sketch of the Apostles, but with an idealised pQ
drawn according to the ideas of St. Luke. tw?

Several traits of the writer bring o,,t lisu * !
ignorance of Jewish affairs. A Jew, or On%VOUU tEt(S
acguainted with the gult of Judaism~ ',mLNh
known that there could only be eme high P. -’
time. Yet Luke dates the ministry of L-i
high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, g
apparently thought were joint pontiffs, ho™ geiy.,
together after the style of the Roman cQ°SjieCeS¥\/
would a Grecian Jew have thought it.
explain that the feast of unleavened bred toe fi
the Passover. These little touches betrayreif
Luke was a Gentile of the Gentiles,
sympathy with Jewish thought an

The way in whicli Luke mentions p
that he was essentially a Roman. R a
writing a book of travels, he would Hlth m
explain that Charlottenburg was the ~ ejn il
suburb of Berlin ; but he would not dream .~se 1l

the relative pesitions ef Hyde Park amy © cebfs

cartel*

When, therefore, we find huke care «iebe nii3

situation of localities round Jerusalem, " ’ rjofeN.kd

places in the vicinity of Rome without a

tion, it is evident that he was familiar ~N )y

Jerusalem was to him a foreign city, foriii I .#

and made clear. He is careful to ( RalildJ ]
cities, ot V.y

Nazareth and Capernaum are
RBethlehem and Arimathea are citie?™ JUoF ey .
us where Bethphage and Bethany [ ]
the exats dimdoce of Billiilaws ant .1 0
salem. But when he has to deal w*. s®80d - |
is quite different. The Forum of *'PP~ tffi fli tp~”
Taverns are mentioned as a meassueay”™ Wik p c
wirieh the Drethren came out of J 0, iu fa'
There is not an atom of explanatio  fa&ire ~ cd\
places were. The Forum Appn B8R inii
were perfectly familiar to him as an
and it never occurred to him to ofle
tion about them. It is the same
Minor, and even of Greece, as”*"comp uS
Italy or Sicily. St. Luke informs

was a city of Macedonia, the chief 11 ,ar&é‘
a Roman colony. We are giv0° jLg of ,

L)\,Ord .so
. g0

about the levity of the inhabit in ‘
Syracuse, Rhegium, and Puteo I
matter of course. Luke was

Hihaeur thiidd He thougiily cverd~% ;e see ~ filllyiB
guite as well as he. Therefore goffieVe
have been a native of the Ci%. 0 i,,g>f,\ .
i digtrict, by CONS10T 71T

Greece, Asia Minor, and Palestine Jre”™.e - V.
requiring elucidation to himself 11 ,p|,c GO~ .

Wre say “ readerS 7 advissmy- ~ It b
Acts are dedicated to “ Theoph' but
lheophilus was a Greek proper \ro”le
to maintain that Luke went to tl
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ftese two elaborate works for the sole benefit of a single
Theophilus means simply “ lover ot God, and
, Wst be taken as a general term for the whole circle that
k 6had in view. When an author of the present day
presses himself to his “ dear Reader,” he is under-
°°d to refer to everybody in general, and nobody in
articular; and no one is so foolish as to assert that,
auuUe ~eader happens to be an English surname, the
B Or is addressing himself to some particular person
¢ m®&l Reader. If commentators had only kept this
ar llla~fact in view, they would have spared themselves
8reat deal of nonsensical speculation,

vie 6 bave seen that Luke writes from the point Ol
But that is not all.

He\°~ an '"habitant of Rome.
othe S a &reat partiality for Roman names. The
pi r evangelists mention no Roman but Pontius

Luke brings in Tiberius and Quirinus. 1he

s of the Apostles fairly bristles with Roman names,
LS](Q 6Greek and Syrian populations, where
n.irr Wou™ he far scarcer in the first century than
bkoomen ip, Hdia at the present day: Then, again,
®ere nian Sdier is perpetually marching across the
Mtharci aRain and again the Roman centurion comes
rever maf the fr'end or convert to the faith. For Luke
about t|  6S ”esus or the Apostles bother themselves
body O & ,cominon soldiers. They never convert any-
>d, 2 IOW[er rank than a centurion. There is Peter’s
Genl'l' “melius, who is represented as a prototype of
attend Gord°n, spending his time in prayer instead ot
Cg. 3 -t0 his military duties ; and there is Pauls
"Jutius, who played his parton the\o y , , ,.j.u
m’é{aﬁi{thﬁj HaR that; LHKE Bven invests Paul with
m;gﬁgl(h’jéRbOla Roman citizen ! a¢ Philippi, Paul, as
°~the s(-DOn?an>censures the magistrates, and stalks
s -ith an air of offended dignity. At Jeru-
tl|"ghitigy GfPypyerds his flagellatiom, and claims_the in
u'Rhest n « ?man citizen. At Cesarea he exercises
0C~sar '>ri-pleRe op his citizenship, and “ appeals
i“hen We " lus much for the narrative of St. Luke.

%imﬁﬁqﬁeﬁ to Paul)’<s own epistles all is changq,q
Destv

never claims tO be enshrouded = tbe af
the Roman Rame. Five tames 1 ~
also r\Ws be

received forty stripes save 0Ol
fS()(_Heame ™S collision  with the Roman lictors,
R [FPR{SRol thrice  was. 1 heaten with rods
ls *d it uninR shielded by the Lex Porcia, which
%ﬁkegmmself". U* to. beat a R°man citizen, Paul

yran. if nS bav'nK been treated like a slave or

a L n_..aV'. bad really held the citizenship,
e dogged in defiance of its best known laws,

rbeuVas the place to mention the fact” ~ordeffep
>s.  the picture and enlarge the ¢ light under
g fafyr Pgulwas not the man to hide his
< Mith If Paul himself was not awa¥e thaghrdigah
rods infringed his P[iy.®°romancing "’hen
oaf '“ea't is evident that Luke ' i,,« adversaries.
W e § aul declare his citizenship to his adve
I,%'{/\é fnRs of gP*1 r*L bas no immediate hearing upon
eld tho Fuke. Not only did thé Porcian

q by CapitalClt,Ze” from torture, but it algo_ exempted
e ditly VRN PYehmeRt. A ROMAR Gitizen could

Raul w,, ¢ could only be banished. Conse-
f@ve be> °f any Crrc a Roman citizen, and if he were
H *Sre” Wished?« against the Statc>he could only
w,aHat, er Or 1 tO some remote part of the empire
rJj) l'aijjlra] and OKSSer Peri°d ! and he would probably
ti>n r, s seconri SCUre death. The Acts end abruptly
stf? tragrSed>or i,year In Rome. Either Luke’s infor-
ih @6j y*0") of e nevercontinued his history. Chris-
Dastles  rtyrdOmC°.Urse> represented Paul as having

e"0ynd earh. nLJUst as it represented all the other
to have suffered ; but we

The poetinforms

sy

d
N
b

that>_fCOr™

thbl h° id fl'clr fn*?!'-dark | as_sag%c shun>
h~ ' nterNingly arthing- rushlights to the sun.

writers consistently ignore

SN'S o>r' to retily on Paul’s citizenship.

C «haV? cOmfgss? th 6t* bwke. We see thai, even
e I' « secOft He Ra'ned his information at
his talar> n”:.’at.he.'vrites entirely asa Roman

*wn&oP°int of view ; and his personality
" R'viiig ,, s° strongly that they cannot be con-
s any photographic view of the early
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history of the Church, but they can only be artificial
and idealised compositions reflecting the ideas of a later
age. This being the case, we need not enlarge upon
the utter hollowness ofecclesiastical pretensions, founded
upon no better warranty than such sophisticated narra-
tives put forward by irresponsible historians.
Chilperic.

The Devil and the Balloon.

There Was a very amusing interruption recently to some
experiments in Rome to the Balloon Corps of the Italian
Army. According to the Western Daily Merciuy, a sudden
gust of wind swept away the balloon, made of silk, and the
soldiers holding to it by ropes had to let them go for fear of
being carried off by the balloon, which at once rose and made
for the hillside district. Towards evening it came to earth at
the village ot I'alombaro, and then its troubles really began.
1 he whole population of the neighborhood rap to meet the
beautiful, silvery, shining balloon, and soon took it a prisoner.
To their great astonishment, the women and maidens at
Palombaro discovered that the balloon was made of pure silk,
and, naturally, they all sought to get as large a piece of it as
possible to make into dresses. But, despite all their efforts
the simple-minded peasants

Could not Empty the Balloon,

which, with every puff of wind, bounded hither and thither,
and threatened finally to escape from them into the clouds.
The matter became serious, and at last a rumor ran among
the crowd that the balloon was a monster escaped from hell,
and that the devil was hiding inside it. How to get rid of
the devil was the next question. “ That will be simple
enough,” said a crafty peasant; “let us drag the balloon
into the church. If the devil really is inside, he will then have
to come out of the balloon of his own accord, since no devil
can remain inside a church.” No sooner said than done.
The balloon was dragged to the church, and the large
entrance door was thrown open ; but the unwieldy “ monster ”
resisted all efforts to cram it through the church door. Then
arose a squabble amongst the peasants. Some of them
maintained that the balloon was too huge, while others said
that the devil was the cause of their failure to force the
balloon through the door, because he resisted with all his
strength the efforts being made to make him enter the church
by force. A final attempt was made, and by dint of pushing,
squeezing, and dragging the balloon it was got inside the

church. Such treatment had naturally damaged the silk,
and in places it was somewhat torn. In
Tiie Church all was Darkness.

Some candles were at once brought, as the villagers desired
to observe closely the demeanor of the suspicious balloon
inside their church. One especially inquisitive peasant went
up quite close to the balloon and held a candle to the silk at
a part from which there was a small escape of gas. All at
once a bluish flame sprang from the balloon ; then came in
quick succession a fearful roar, a terrible stench, and loud
cries for help, as the people, half-suffocated, and many of
them singed, ran blindly from the church. Pale and trembling
from their fright, the good folks of Palombaro assembled on
the square in front of the church. Of course, nearly all of
them had seen the devil, as, with a blue flame and a fearful
stench, he had escaped from the balloon and out of the
church.  When the smell had passed away, in the course of
half an hour, a couple of foolhardy young men ventured to
enter the church again. There were no evident signs that
the liberated devil had wrought any great havoc. But the
beautiful silk, from which the fair sex of Palombaro had
intended to make fine raiment, was utterly destroyed, and lay
black .and charred on the flagstones.

Miss Emma Bradlaugh Fund.

Our readers will be pleased to learn that the total amount
collected for this Fund, and acknowledged from time to time in
the Freethinker, amounted to ~28 3. @g Some portion of

e .
rainy days. We are glad to know that the sister of our late

leader is relieved from the pressure of immediate want, and
Miss Bradlaugh herself says that the timely help is doubly
grateful to her because it comes from “ her brother’s friends,”
and is, she feels, an expression of regard and admiration for

him.
Like the wife of Ulysses, who undid at night what her
industrious fingers had wrought by day, nature amuses her-

self with an eternal buildingup and destroying, the beginning
of which is like its end and the end like the beginning —

Bichner.
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Heart-Cry of Ingersoll’'s Family.

Having been with-Mrs. Ingersoll and her two daughters
alone in the room with their great dead, | feel that, as an
old friend of theirs and of Colonel Ingersoll, it is only right
and just that | should say one thing to the public which,
perhaps, no one else may say.

In the various newspaper reports the kind and gentle tone
towards these three women has been most conspicuous. The
evident fairness of intent towards the great Agnostic in all
these hundreds of newspaper articles has, | know, been
deeply appreciated by these three sorrowing women ; but
several of the papers have spoken of their sorrow as the
harder for them to bear “ because they are without hope,”
or “because they have not the consolation of a certain
religious belief,” or have in some way indicated that their
passionate grief has been the greater for the reason that the
Colonel and they were Agnostics.

This is wholly misleading, and | know that | am doing
what they would wish done in saying this as strongly as |
may to the public.

Mrs. Ingersoll and her daughters believe that if there is
another life, a higher one, no one who ever lived in all the
world in any age is surer of a royal welcome and a lofty
place in that better life than is Robert Ingersoll. They
believe with him that, if “ immortality is true, it is a fact in
nature,” and not an adjunct of any creed. They believe with
him that the longing for another life is the blossom of affection
when face to face with death ; that it is the star of hope which
human love has set in its own sky, and yearned for with so
passionate a desire as at last to believe, and finally to say,
“1 know!”

It is a mistake to suppose that these three women have
ever had one slightest pang of fear for him, one little doubt,
one smallest touch of anxiety. It is for themselves they
mourn, and cannot be comforted. It is that they want him—
here, now, always. In striving to comfort them, | said :
“ But you have everything to comfort you, everything.
Think how few in all the world have had so much left at
such a time.”

With her arms about me, and tears streaming down her
eyes, Eva, his married daughter, smiled through her tears,
and sobbed out : “ O yes, dear, | know ; | know we have
absolutely everything—but him. We want him! What is
the world without him ? We cannot give him up—we loved
him so !”

Always just that. The simple human heart-cry, the need
to keep within the reach of loving arms, the touch of adoring
lips, the object of their devotion.

“1 want to do something for him,” sobbed Maud, the
daughter who had for years been his constant companion in
his travels (even to and from his law-office). She stood
beside his body fanning him, touching his hand, arranging
flowers about him, and her cry was of her need to serve him
yet again, to do something for him. “ 1 want to do some-
thing for him, and after to-morrow | cannot even do these
little things, nor touch or see him.”

Then the sad-eyed widow of the great musician, Anton
Seidl, was brought into the room, and the character of those
three stricken women (which .illustrates the atmosphere of

Robert Ingersoll’'s home-life) blossomed out in another
beauty. Anton Seidl had been Colonel Ingersoll’s dear
friend. He had died so short a time ago, and almost as

suddenly.  Colonel Ingersoll and his family had done
everything in their power to comfort and to help his wife,
who had been left absolutely alone in a strange land, and
now she had come from the mountains in her widow’s
\r/]veeds to weep with them. Instantly their thought was for
er.

“Your health is not good.
should not have tried to conie. It was so good of you to
come, but it is too much for you.” She had brought a box
of roses. Hundreds of dollars’ worth of flowers were sent
there by known and unknown friends, but “ I will put this
rose of yours here beside his hand. He loved you, and he so
pitied you when you lost him.”

Sitting by the window, with both hands in mine, hands
only less cold than those of the dead, on that hot July day,
Mrs. Ingersoll talked of what they were about deciding to
do as a last tribute. No other words than his own could be
worthy of him—to be said above him.

“They came from his heart when he spoke them for his
brother. Do you think anything could be better to be said
for him ?” Nothing.

“And his own thoughts on immortality, and the last poem
that he wrote, these tilings will represent him better than the
words of anyone else. We feel sure of that. We cannot
think yet. It is so terrible to have to give him up ; but that
much seems clear, that his own words are best. Yes, he shall
be cremated. At first we thought we could not. But it is for
the best—don’t you think so?" Indeed, yes.

“ 1 could never, never, put him into the ground and, and,
shut him out of the home. We shall bring him back here.
The urn shall be our shrine. He will be with us—at home.
No, | could never shut the door and—he outside.”

You arc not strong. You
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Perhaps nothing will better illustrate the universality"‘[
Colonel Ingersoll’'s kindness than does the followingl
incident. y

When 1 left the home of Mrs. Ingersoll their coachman”
been ordered to drive me the two miles to Dobbs Ferry," »
| was to take a train. Thinking | was the only Pcrs°(af
was to drive to the station, the coachman came to the
with only a T cart. 1 I#

All day an old man had sat about in the lower n
verandas. He had come from Paterson, N. J. He
prepared for the expense of riding farther than to thd 5 ~
at Dobbs Ferry, and so he walked those weary two &% J
the hill to the great house where the man he so I°w
admired lay dead.

I thought he might like to ride to the station with al’
so asked him, and he accepted gratefully. , e
“He was the greatest man in all America, alT tle$

another hundred years will there be his equal,” said
man sadly. icud
“You're right sir,” said the coachman, with W™angjji
sitting. “ There was just one side to Colonel Ingersl I8y
that side was all good. The whole family is the sam N1
good to everybody, and so loving among themselve?(mﬁ.{}ri
terrible afraid this is a-going to kill her. Did you
much, sir ?”
The old man shook his head gently.

att

“You see <~ (5

way. | knew him a good deal better than he 'Tw-is efdd
read every word he ever wrote, and you see MfiV.
years old my last birthday, and | says to myself, 0"a

treat myself to-day. I'm going to New York an,.asil
Colonel Ingersoll. And I did. When | went in,,that 1f
private room, but | told a man in the outside °ffic® at
eighty years old, and | had come to New York to tfit
to a sight, and maybe a handshake, of the gjr ¢JAV
in the whole world. Well, he went in and told

and he came right out laughing and held out both ‘™ jsjo

and he says : ‘ So you're eighty years old to-day-)), <
birthday. Well, sir, you're my guest for the day- cant
“That’s him ! That's just like him! O, )° ewir
anybody else like him! Just good and kind n
always,” said the coachman proudly. It"
“Well, sir, he took me home and | met her, s libf {

great day for me. He had me lunch with hurt 1 tfeatel
and if 1'd been his own brother he couldn’t ha j
finer.” ;
“That's him! You can’ttell me !” Both'
now, but the old man struggled bravely on. ,din Al
“ He says to me : ‘When I'm eighty, it larn nj sp™g-
a man as you are, I'll be proud. You come lafc ~
eightieth birthday with me. Sure, now,’ he|e X%aij ®. g
| asked-him--how tong that would be, anu ne. jleonl'ifl
yeads, amnd bsays: 1Fouriesn years is a~good . plll  sa
eighty, so | don’t know as | can promise, jjett?
can be carried.” Then he says: ‘No. d justaS

that. You come every birthday of your °'nie ever- °
you live. Consider yourself engaged to 1 >
says.’ . - too, VI
“That's just like him! And he meant™ n
never was anybody like him, never! 1 tjjj
coachman. , . only 3,nt L
But the old man went on sadly : “ That jijay hageH
a year ago, and so, though my next ,rTienttO
around yet, | just felt that | had an eng-b ,,
one more time anyhow, so I just came to- “N G**
—New YorkJournal. Hel
riff

Obituary. 9o

| have to record the sudden death o n B&jjL -
THomas Joy, aged 62 years, of Dcnton-s ir eeth'n’;ti
had for fullythirtyyeAPdmhatansttheist®  terms stimuli

was no €ringing in his Atheism ; itkep ~ a

stition ; it made war, and meant it. 11 . 5

defender of Mr. Charles Bradlaugh duringG__ j~gin

career ; he was a great admirer OL nCeS

brought prominently before the au fines z

Temperance Hotel, Bradford, some ? .u 0O(so

the Freethinker. | much regret the de<

W. Kay. _ ..U
The neglect of duty ERaracteristic frv,

govelilli thd affiallg Of this world ig 1 nif£ vn If. A

the--following to be the first officia -] e

itemlis from the Kansas City H°J" * og of 1€ Ctajfih:

suffering for a month past in the fhe D

because of the report of a fire mad stred Lid"efl)

uy uni; ui me sciecmieii. house vt

and the selectman wrote it down « . .g rcpld.

of the Lord and a thunderstorm. 1 ieandda, per- . ettS]a
and nothing mqre wauld_have be™: origitia~he

not certain newspapers found the chat .t (-] tf"
proposed to hold a town meeting. tnieli q
vote as to whether or not the s ¢ ca

withdraw their official report as
Truthseeker.
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War Correspondence.

g [Specie  to the “ Freethinker.”]

g'abTefSS tele&raPhy a'id 'grams without cables, we are
NNyl |Present two important dispatches—one not yet
mited I 11 reply already on the way. Also a third trans-
tiinte§ ~ ple International Mahatma Agency, very much
dapi © Each discovered and deciphered in the diaphragm

Served Street Chi-iker by the Réntgen X rays. All rights

«W (0 Kruger to Christ. (A week ago.)
kekdke sV, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? Voor-

RO ORI R DYe 1 PORBIR b3, (MRS YR PadY

-="lac’ Rooineks.
Sing Rooibages upon us. Hell and tommy-Atkms
Shall we chuck it.

S at Price this for a door-log ?
' Does she bump? Reply paid. Selan .

(2) Angel Gabriel to K rugf.r.

oftbam d,rected to acknowledge the receipto f' prccgestial
Fam jnatiwatad 10 say that the CAlesiua.

Wi nt.__t:
le[.Jnc‘z‘,gn@%ﬁ-{rtment is very much engaged at the present
51e e But your communication—No. 25,500,007—sha

a .. Kindly mention number in future
munioationsntion “ Gabriel (Angel).

(3) Angel Gabriel to Kruger.

( Private and Confidential.)

icfc”fooll Why can’t you leave us alone? Two of

%bﬁes.arg Just now considering the Special War Prayer
rIring in . , ohbishops of the Church of England. They
adl at°n. ti eacll otl,er on file throne that you read of in
Ibl Sdtoti «Prayer issued by Canterbury and York is
ves evole i*Lord °f Hosts.” ' But he is now fast asleep,
i cons'.nK tob file two otgers. He ol?ly tadkde_s on
ntliey )., crari° aptisms, and occasionally weddings
afiw ! ,'i"aet %r&c_ency o SofemEs thEmsRes in e
°rorPhans an ir  he has been much pestered with widows
tttr P’aris, . People who arc afraid of being made widows
'luto ine that r 10 case may he. But really you can’t relieve
"ith”art-b COpies We have so many caHs onus. It's
0 giarffeakla o find so much distress about ; and,
PAas to Your' I'matLaniyqy Eﬁg .
[n's) i ransvaal, it has, entre nous,
o (UL AEHH of t?t”e th j.-en We hardly know what
Crate'y. Y8 PrOPOS€ to give you a little lift, almost
see you are an old friend, and so is that
Jf,, Ae wouldn’t for several solar spheres
I ventured to mention your name

a.very High Rarsomage here. ‘Hang it

~fftjays,
"N CTiperetl h ~eISn* 10 a Dervish ?” You know how
Wi, ave apv®'te He i§ the bibst unforgiving of the

.y ot your ‘Doppers’ been chipping him?

risnoe ~°u had rini I@F 1R WHat Re said: Yes. my dear
, dhav’ y°a Wouldn't-1cn a Dervish, and all your followers
you 1 laYc ff'ven us half the trouble. We

\Y 110se that , 10 , am off the reel, and no bones about

CH H~inly, vouyQU ,cft 01 eld.
' CH tli-lsa bjt o flav” some claim on usﬁ and ther} there’s
> o0 ne ;it”*apersonagrata up here-in fact, we

i__ca.y reserved, or, to be more precise, lie

N W k M A o tfor himself.  Strictly between our-
Whea%rbetter cave in, notwithstanding a few

th & pronecnave & smal #hrene iR e Aaith=east of

. can hav- 1o !'eoP b°r Lipton_ if he had won the

1 *0g numi al ifyou’ll stop this squabble, which

hgge'ilv @ encenientay’i'vhatever successes you may achieve

akkinfdnt e n.i scontinuance Rives rise tg so mych
on the part gt the Ungoldlya YoUrs lj%r
K ruger to the Angel Gabriel.
tpsl" i 0ry which has just attended our?7 ''l,’'on.

Is not forsaken me, and 1 propose jERb °EK >

%etic
teach.

tip. .N & n° reason US ‘“ despise happiness and exalt
0% M 'be QU8 bedontll 8> K'vc us for the asceticism he
‘olltr r, “n.st reason that, in his opinion, it will

Noonss
Co : ,

Ibﬁ]l .aken' 11J'1.a surplus of pleasure. And Ins
N AR BV and’ , Is all the difference. Once induce

S y-Tr, .. erstand that the universe is not
¢(.-he kil a’ forO® 1 H°’nd who “ sends yin to heaven
. lory "—and lie ceases to be
iVhies a hedonkg;|a devotee of pleasure]
"e oi the new faith, who were

lasis?” hoiiv'lnd! abandoned it perforce when we
"A~rant( g ' n historic, philosophic, and
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“Hot as Hell.”

Such is the striking heading under which a correspondence
on unbelief and eternal punishment is proceeding in the
Shipley Express and Airedale News. Mr. George Watson,
of Bradford, contributes an excellent letter, from which we
extract the following : “ In the first place, man, as a finite
being, can only commit finite offences, and, therefore, does
not merit infinite punishment. A finite offence calls for a
finite punishment; an infinite offence—if it were possible to
commit such an offence—would merit infinite punishment.
In the second place, a man who commits a crime is punished,
either physically or mentally, in this life, and it is not, and
would not be, just to punish a man a second time after already
being chastised. In the third place, the man who conscien-
tiously rejects Christ as his Savior is as much worthy of
heaven as the man who conscientiously accepts Christ. They
both follow, as a necessity, the dictates of their reason and
conscience. In the fourth place, justice does not consist in
forgiving and rewarding the man who repents, and damning
the man who does not repent. A man, whether he repents
or does not repent, has to be punished in proportion to the
enormity of the crime which he perpetrates. The act of
repentance does not subtract one iota from the malignancy
and enormity of the crime. In the fifth place, the majority
of our social reformers, living or dead, the majority of the
influential men who protested against slavery—which | might
say is sanctioned by Jehovah in the Old Testament—the
majority of our greatest philosophers, scientists, poets, etc.,
have rejected Christianity, and it is ridiculous to suppose that
the only reward for their self-sacrificing labor is eternal
torture. It is a libel on some of the greatest men and women
who have ever lived. In conclusion, if your correspondent
set himself the task of helping to raise the intellectual
standard of the lower classes, or assisted in helping onward
some useful reform, he would do a great deal more good, and
less evil to humanity, than spending his time trying tc terrorise
those people who happen to disagree with him on theological
or religious conceptions.”

Mr. Lecky’s new work, The Map of Life: Conduct and
Character (Longmans), contains one passage which is worth
quoting as illustrating the inconsistency of Christian practice
with Christian precept. He says : “We should hardly write
over the Savings Bank, ‘Take no thought for the morrow’,
for the morrow will take thought for itself,” or over the Bank
of England, ‘ Lay not up for yourselves treasure upon earth,’
‘How hardly shall a rich man enter into the kingdom of
God ’; or over the Foreign Office, or the Law Court, or the
prison, ‘ Resist not evil,” * He that smiteth thee on the right
cheek turn him the other also,’” ‘ He that taketh away thy
coat let him have thy cloak also.” Can it be said that the
whole force and meaning of such words is represented by an
industrial society in which the formation of habits of constant
providence, with the object of averting poverty or increasing
comfort, is deemed one of the first of duties and a main
element and measure of social progress ; in which the indis-
criminate charity which encourages mendicancy and dis-
courages habits of forethought and thrift is far more
seriously condemned than an industrial system based on the
keenest, the most deadly, and often the most malevolent com-
petition ; in which wealth is universally sought, and universally
esteemed a good and not an evil, provided only it is honestly
obtained, and wisely and generously used ; in which, although
wanton aggression and a violent and quarrelsome temper arc
no doubt condemned, it is esteemed the duty of every good
citizen to protect his rights whenever they arc unjustly
infringed ; in which wiar and the preparation for war kindle
the most passionate enthusiasm and absorb a vast proportion
of the energies of Christendom, and in which no Government
could remain a week in power if it did not promptly resent
the smallest insult to the national flag?”

SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

|Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday,
and be marked “ Lecture Notice," i f notsent on post-card.]

LONDON.
The Athen.«um Hall (73 Tottenham Court-road, W .): 7.30,
G. W. Foolc, “ In Search for the Soul.” .
Bradlaugii Club and Institute (36 Newington Green-road,
Ball’'s Pond): 8.30, A lecture.
adamberw)eII%Rbl’th am%erwell Hall, 61 New Church-road):

) ?as',a{ IE%HEFdn Ethical Society (7S l.ibra-road, Old Ford): 7,

H. Snell, “ Settled Standards of Morality.” .
outh London Ethical Society (Masonic Hall, Camberwell
New-road): 7, Dr. Washington Sullivan,” The Three Great Phases

of Western Religion—(2) The Protestant.”
West London Ethical Society (Empress Rooms, Royal
Palace Hotel, High-street, Kensington, W .): 11, Dr. Stanton Coil,

” The Failure of Democracy."
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Prince of v Fneethought Work
Birmingham Branch (Prince of Wales Assembly Rooms): N r .
H. Percy Ward—n, "Should the Land be Nationalised?” 7, ee Oug O S
“The Madness of War.”
Chatham Secular Society (Queen's-road, New Brompton):  Reminiscences of Charles Bradlaugh. By G

245, Sunday School. C. Cohen—11.30, “ Morality without Reli- " “\wyritten directly after Bradlaugh's death, ~and conj én
gion 7, “The Origin of God ; if there is any. personal anecdotes and characteristics not to be ford
Edinburgh (Moulders’ Hall, 105 High-street): 6.30, A. Paul, where. Necessary to those who want to know te
“The Holy Harem.” ) ) ] Bradlaugh. n
G_Ialsgow (no Brunswick-street)': 12, Discussion Class; 6.30, The Shadow Of the Sword. A Moral and Statistical Essjj j

Social Meeting. War. By G. W. Foote. Christian papers have ca

Gol_uelijce“s{:/eorltasi?’gg’lar Society (Humberstone-gate): 6.30, F. J. “ powerful " and “ masterly.” 2d

- a»
Liverpool (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square): 7, Mr. Bergmann, ~ Bible Romances. By G. W. Foote. New Edition, FEVI§>>

B.Sc., will lecture. largely re-wrltten (1) The Creation Story, 2d.; ()"
Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockingham- the Apple, id. ; (3) Cain and Abel, id. ; (4) Noahs fa‘l
street): M. D. O'Brien, “ The Boers : Who are they, and what (5) The Tower of Babel, id. ; (6) Lot's Wlfe id.
do they Want ?” Plagues id. ; (8 The Wanderlng Jews, id. ; (9 Ba]f | P
South Shields (Captain Duncan’s Navigation Schools, Market- ? God in a Box, id. ; (1I) Jonah and the "
place) : 7.30, D. R. Bow, “The Transvaal War : Are we in the (12) Bible ~fimals, id.; (13) A Virgin Mother, 2} >j >
Right ?” Resurrection, 2d. 1 (15) The Crucifixion, id.; (16) s’
Nightmare, id. er
, Royal Paupers. Showing what Royalty does for the
Lecturers’ Engagements. and what the People do for Royalty. By G. W. '

C. Cohen, 17 Osborne-road, High-road, Leyton.—November Open Letters to Jesus Christ. By G. W. Foote-
5, Chatham. 12, Sheffield. 19 and 26, Athenaeum, Tottenham well as Argumentative. Something Unique, qd.

Court-road. Philosophy of Secularism. By G. W. Foote. 30- il
The Bible God. A Scathing Criticism. By G. W. . &

H. Percy Ward, 2 Leamington-place, George-street, Balsall pagan Mythology ; or, the Wisdom of the Anetf
Heath, Birmingham.—November 5, Birmingham. 12 and 19, Lord Bacon, is. itim™
Manchester. 26, Birmingham. December 17, Birmingham. Church of England Catechism Examined. A jas«

Work, which narrowly escaped prosecution. J
Bentham. is. Al
POSITIVISM Utilitarianism. By Jeremy Bentham. 3d.
' Free Will and Necessity. By AnthonP/ Coffins-
from 1715 edition, with Biography of Collins by J- i
“Reorganisation, -without god or hing, by the systematic and Preface and Annotations by G. W. Foote. ciGibe
worship of Humanity." that “ Colllns ertes with wonderful power aH er, dC¥1
reasoning.’ ; superior edition, on superfine p'l
Information and publications on the Religion of Humanity The Code Of Nature By Diderot and D'Holbach. ( ~ yc
may be obtained free on application to the Church of The Essence of Religion. God the Ima e
Humanity, Newcastle-on-Tyne. Dependence upon Nature the Last and Onlyb°u  stratc®l (f
By Ludwig Feuerbach. “ No one has dem ™ ;oil»
explained the purely human origin of the tae n

T H E B EST BOO K than Ludwig Feuerbach.”—Buchner, is. . #
Crimes of Christianity. By G. W. FG6¥e d 1 rfih
ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, | BELIEVE, Hundreds of exact refererices to Standard A» ;yb

answerable Indictment of Christianity. Voi
TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND PRACTICE 216 pp., 2s. 6d.

- The Jewish Life of Christ. Being the
OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM. Book of the Generation ofJesusg Eﬁﬁ%d wjth g1
By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.S.S. Preface and Voluminous Notes, by G. We  oWen Jip

Wheeler. 6d. ; superior edition, superflne ptlll *YOtH
160 pages, -Wlthportraltpa"r:gealusto%t;)ag}rggund in cloth, gilt lettered. The Mortality of the Soul. By David HM'C
in ordinary editions of Hume’s Essays. 2te il
In order to bring the |nfforr]mgt|or|l within th(ceI reach of thﬁlpoorf, the Liberty and Necessity. By David Hume. 4d.
most important parts of the book are issued in a pamphlet of 112 in Rationalism. Bv Charles R° 1 with*
gg%ﬁ%uatfog\ﬁ P'aa\é'\geﬂosés??feeZd Copies of the pamphlet for Es;tahggst brothe¥ of the late Cardinal Newman- "0 el
p by G. J. Holyoakc, and Biography by J- ~ g pali“l

The National Reformer of September 4, 1892, says: “ Mr. . i
Holmes’ pamphlet......is an almost unexceptional statement of the ~ 1he Rights Of Man. By Thomas Paine. ,S. e
Neo-Malthusian theory and practice......and throughout appeals graphy by J. M. Wheeler, is. i cloth eThoms0, ~f
to moral feeling...... The special value of Mr. Holmes’ service to  Satires and Profanities. By James
the Neo-Malthusian cause and to human well-being generally is clever as they are often profane.”—Christ™1 a > .,
just his combination in his pamphlet of a plain statement of the A Refutation of Deism. BY Shelley- Fea'v (@
physical and moral need for family limitation with a plain account Atheism, ¢d. Bv Thon'as A
of the means by which it can be secured, and an offer to all con- ., y cf(I)Q 3 W
cerned of the requisites at the lowest possible prices.” hiv Writings o Retigiormexcept the Age ( &]Q\}c b

The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr. Theism or Atheism. Public Debate bet"t -sed '1 J
Allbutt, and others, have also spoken of it in very high terms. the Rev. W. T. Lee. Verbatim Report

The trade supplied by R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, utants.  Well orinted and neatl bé)urn’ fet CL
E.C. Other orders should be sent to the author, P P y o

Bible and_Beer. n¥ O%ﬁ 21" scViptue>t1'5

J. R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAGE, BERKS. basing Teetotalism on t 8 hﬁ§kUaﬁ g®Ud

thorough, and accurate, " reethinkers

" . , . ” phlet by them. 4d.

W. J. Rendell’s “W.ife’s Friend” The coming Civilisation. By Cokwl,.~, s <

delivered in the Columbia Theatre, pyiefidn .
Recommended by Mrs. Besant in Law oj Population, p. 32, and 1896, to a vast meeting of Members a Cofjf
Dr. Allbutt in Wife's Handbook, p. 51. Made ONLY at No. 15 Militant.”  3d. e$ ||f
Chadwell-strcct, Clcrkenwell; 2s. per doz., post free (reduction The Foundations of Faith. Bv Co 2Tstan|®n
in larger quantities). For particulars send stamped envelope. The Old Testament The New 1 u

. Trinity—The Theological Christ— 8
Important Caution. Conclusion.  3d.

Beware of useless imitations substituted by some dealers and London : R. Forder, 28 Stonccut

chemists, the words “ Rendell & Co,” and “j . IF. Rendell,” etc.
being speciously and plausibly introduced to deceive the public. ' Now Ready. -

Look for Autograph Registered Trade Mark. Ch - - -
ristianity and A8n
Correspondence bcWLL  gfOl
A CLERGYMAN OF THE CHURCH

No. 182,688. and ..o 10~
GEORGE ANDERSON, Agn°©stiC

¢of'

In Red Ink on each box, without which none are genuine.

lligginson’s Syringe, with Vertical and Reverse Current, 3s. 6d., Price Sixpence- |
4s. 6d., and cs. 3d. Dr. Palfrey’s Powder, is. 2d. Quinine Com- ) YC
B?I%régl pgst%gee Dr. Allbutt's Quinine Powders, 3s. per doz. All  London: Watts & Cgtor}gct]ﬂﬁp-%%‘eset, jr.C.
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Lot 11
1 Pair Pure Wool Blankets.
1 Pair Large Bed Sheets.
1 Beautiful Quilt.
1 White or Colored Tablecloth.
1 Ib- Free Clothing Tea.

Bor 21s. Carriage Paid.

RATIONAL OVERCOATS.

TO MEASURE
Double Breasted, 3o0s.
Single Breasted, 2ss.
Materials: All Colors in Meltons,
Beavers, and Friezes.

Patterns Post Free.

some wonderful lines.

GOTT'S FREE CLOTHING TEA.
2s. 4d. per Ib. Carriage Paid. Samples free.

No Firm can compete with this and live.

Sold only as an Advertisement.

GENTLEMEN’'S SUITS J. W. GO'I_I', LADIES’ COSTUMES
To Measure. 2 and 4 To Measure.
SOs. Union-street, 25s.
A large yariety of Patterns. BRADFORD. In all the latest Patterns.

NOW READY.
O”s by the late R. G. Ingersoll. 0
YE o,
®  Death. What is Religion? 2d THE AGNOSTIC ANNUAL
Haat'Ons IS Suicide a Sin? 2d.
Last Words on Suicide. 2d.
eu: God and the State. 2d. FOR 1900,
6d. W;ayrt f‘m 2(; an Agnostic ? Containing a Symposium on
E \,e-lgf_.L"ethought. W hy am | an Agnostic ? THE FUTURE OF RELIGION,
,Blaslof C. BT ech at the _Part1l. 2d. Contributed to by Mr. T. Allanson l'icton, Mr. J. M. Robertson,
S |1 S - 6dReynolds FalstthiZT(? FZ?th. Reply to the Rev. Charles Voysey, and Mr. F. J. Gould.
. : God and Man. Second reply pepsONAL RECOLLECTIONS of Col. INGERSOLL,
6d- T he Dying Creed. 2d. By Charles Watts.
° NN i The Limits of Toleration.
he &Py T Guneelsl A Discussion with the lion. SHALL RELIGION BE TAUGHT IN OUR
F. D. Coudert and Gov. S. L. SCHOOLS ?
Crisrdia'lmM” - A Reply H\CI)\LOS%C:IS';% OEdI.:aith d By Alexander Sutherland, M.A.
grtlagcli Mct:ralit?y- 2dZd. AGNOSTICISM AND CONDUCT,
(0] aspheme . .
The Clergy and Common By Adam Gowans Whyte.
Sense. 2d. And numerous other papers of interest to Rationalists and Ethicists.
T P lae ana Divores 20 Price 6d.f by post 77d.
Skulls. 2d. London : Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, E.C.
2d. TO1 Homas The Great Mistake, id.
Live Topics, id. Now Ready. Cloth, 192 pages, 2s. 6d.
, 5 ** ANn Jesus Myth and Miracle, id. -
Ho o Real Blasphemy, id. brimstone ballads
Repairing the ldols, id.
Christ and Miracles, id. AND OTHER VERSE.

RSty

order, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Creeds and Spirituality, id
By C. L. MACKENZIE.

With Introduction by G. W. Foote.

poisonous PAINTS.
re Influences>  gamples Free.
Fisher 78 Chapel Allcrton, Leeds.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.
mf sPhe J. Greev2

Thwaites’ Liver Pills.

The Best Family Medicine in the World.
Kidney, and all Stomach Diseases effectually.

Will cure Liver,

WMlo. lopn* y°u t v ., , required ; repairing or alterations
W'-- s-6.i onJ f more than the above, they are fancy ; ;
MItS + o extract; Un>7s- 6d. each : on iS ct. gold, 1551 Good for Heart Troubles and Cardiac Complaints, Female

Ailments, Amemia, etc. is. i#d. and 2s. 9d. per box. Post

free, 14 or 33 stamps. Directions with each box.
G. THWAITES, Herbalist, Stockton-on-Tees.

: Painlc8s £ 5 5S.

~od'  Public®= _ Central-drive and Read’s-road,
er™te term nd Private Apartments* Goodaccom
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THE FBEETHOUGHT PUBLISHING COMPANY, LID-

Registered under the Companies’ Acts 1862 to 1890.
Capital £5,000 in Shares of £1 each. Ordinary Shares, £4,000. Deferred Shares,

The Ordinary Shares are Offered for Subscription, and are Payable as follows
2s. 6d. perShare onApplication.

5s. od. . ,, Allotment.
2s. 6d. . ,, December 31, 1899.
10s. 6d. o in Subsequent Calls, at one month’s notice, as may be required.
DIRECTORS.
George Anderson, 35a Great George-street, West- Charles W atts, 24 Carminia-road, Balhani, SAV'
minster, S.W. Robert Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.
Samuel Hartmann, 21 Australian Avenue, E.C. G. W . Foote, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.
Temporary Office— 377 Strand, London, W .C. Secretary— E. M. Vance (Miss).
PROSPECTUS. = off
L. .. . iMit
T he Freethought Publishing Company, Limited, has been formed to acquire and take over the copydh41

weekly newspaper called the Freethinker, together with the stock of books and pamphlets connected
and the goodwill of the business ; and to continue publishing the said newspaper, and selling the said ~idl
pamphlets, and issuing fresh publications of a similar character ; and also to engage in any other busul
may be convenient and beneficial to the Company. sf=
The nominal Capital of the Company is ¢(£5,000, in Shares of (£1 each. Of these 4,000 are Ordma ™ &'
and 1,000 Deferred Shares. The whole of the Deferred Shares, bearing no dividend until Ordinary ~ liV sCriptfj
(E5 per cent, per annum, are subscribed by the Vendor. The Ordinary Shares are offered for general su
Mr. G. W. Foote, the Vendor, agrees to take (£2,000 for his interest in the Freethinker and for
books and pamphlets as it stands. Of this sum (£1,000 is to be retained by the Board and aPP'uL
ment in full of the 1,000 Deferred Shares subscribed by the Vendor. The remainder of the purch-
payable as follows :(— (£250 on taking possession, and the balance in five instalments at intervals of
Mr. Foote also binds himself by agreement to act as Editor of the Freethinker, and as Managing)” ald
the Company, at a salary, or salary and percentage, to be determined from time to time between ~ITISsaiary <L,.
Board. Provision is made by an arbitration clause for any difference that may arise as to function or
point or points of difference being submitted to two independent referees and an umpire. The term o
ment is for ten years. thyppff
The Directors consider that the Vendor, by binding himself to stand by the Company for a lent,
and by investing one-half of the purchase money in Deferred Shares, whose value will chiefly depend F
gives ample proof of his bondffiles in promoting the Company, and of his confidence in its success. Shar f sl
The Directors have no doubt that the Company will be able to pay a reasonable dividend tOcOnfient jcif
besides placing the literary propaganda of Freethought upon a sound business footing. They al ¢ be O
the circulation of the Freethinker aleme, whieh already secures the Cempany against any loss, DJf"creaseUhf
ably increased by capital, advertising, and other commercial advantages ; and the profit of such j n
be relatively very large, considering the published price of the journal. They are also satishfi "paihf“%i
adequate Capital which is now sought, a good profit may be derived from the publication of books < LYk
A public for such works is already assured, and may be extended ; and access to this public is guar. j
cost through the Freethinker. ,
In offering these 4,000 Ordinary Shares— less those subscribed by the Signatories of*result,e*5 ',
Articles- to the members of the Freethought parly, the Directors have no doubt as to the re v[edgea
view of the numerous preliminary promises of support which have been received and publicly acRil p(iccn

N

P.S.— According to the Articles of Association— copies of which can be obtained at the OllicC,).|]I0Se”.std,i
One Shilling— the Directors have power to receive paymentinfull at any time from Shareholders. terjaily
up the full amount of their Shares will, of course, cover their whole liability at once, and will m*
Company at the outset.

APPLICATION FORM FOR ORDINARY SHARES. (o2 d

TO THE DIRECTORS OF THE FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING COMPANY, LII1 t
bein \ e\,
Gentlemen,— Having paid to the Company’s Secretary the sum of £ g g
2s. 6d. per Share on application for................. e Shares of £1 each in the above-named”
you to allot me that number of Shares, and 1 agree to accept the same or any sm is of D fe
allotted to me, subject to the Memorandum and Articles of Association, and upon the tenj~ gharei’ ie d*il.

Prospectus ; and | authorise you to place my name on the Register of Members in respect of J gee®1 j in
to me, and | agree to pay the further instalments upon such allotted Shares as the same rCtiF
required by the said Prospectus. In the event of my not receiving an allotment, the amount

Name (in full).
Address ............

(D X=T Yol 1 o1 [o ] o SR _ Date

All Cheques, etc., to be made payable to the Company, and cross

Published for the FrrethougHT Publishing COMPANY, Limited, by R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-str



