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Kruger’s Dream.
Ac ----- -̂--- ’
reCco*DiNG to the Daily News war correspondent’s
V(T rt of the battle of Eland’s Laagte, there was a 
% 1 CTUr‘° US item amongst the “ sp o il”  taken by the 
ofo fa c e rs . It was a  flag with an Orange emblem

W e United South Afr'ica. that was to be under Dutch,Ve Ration. -
1 do Now this bit o f news— though, o f course 

- n°t vouch for its truth— suggests to us the follow 
ft'de, which mo,.rê ers ‘e ’ Wfllch may interest a great many of
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‘tics ° n \° J0'ln *n the passionate struggle o f party 
specially in regard to questions o f foreign

Slre to say, at the outset, that it is far from

ICy.
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diffe "  Penence and reading have shown us that 
Pectto H,2 between Liberals and Conservatives, with 

^Pire, ¡s G 8'0Vernment and extension of the British 
¡ e'v of eit]?108^  fantastic and insincere. The point of 
c* °® Ce or ^  Par4X depends chiefly upon whether it is 
a°r:ieded ¡f 111 opposition. Mr. Gladstone, it is true, 
u^ajuba'yjfLondence to the Transvaal after our defeat 
t ^ d r ia  ’ but the same Mr. Gladstone bombarded

, rt 'vitb' ° CcuP'ed Egypt, and watered the Soudan 
cne blood ofHad tl 100C 04 nien "  r'§fbtly struggling to be 

C die T le Present trouble in South Africa arisen
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S ^ }>  thero ij 1Ploraacy  might have

wcre in power, it would probably 
very much the same fashion.

been somewhat 
rather than lessthere might have been more “  . affected 

V ^ y p ocr isy , but all this would not hav
Vyft a and substantial result 

1 etUpire you

S ad --espect

The fact is, if you will 
must be imperial. We can under- 

ill.' sn°uld f,?12 ’dea* those who maintain that 
$e ’ c. L self-contained and have no empire 

V . vho ruaif^ andersfand and respect the ideal of 
a!u that the extension of the British
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Utifier t * Ct0r ln w ood's civilisation ; but 
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S I ? 6 0Ur bo'd on India at any cost, bu 
°Und on the sift“  ~c —

want to maintain it witno _ , Q are
"h *_* a°dw “ simply despise those politician.

say,. - 
hold

We like logic 
dislike men who try to take 

opposite principles.

We

i S i S  We happg Slde of ever>' Power> biSf or little>
i N o >  ^ud h..!- disputing.
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^reethinh Sâ  tbat we protested, many weeks 
Pr6Qthacv VVar> N o "’ against tbe frightful crime of an 
dihi6r*t l. 0"  botf, doubt a very wise and honest
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''‘ore ^ereUce'U ?oncealing or disguising the real 
0. .  lhan the Sotuetimes it is felt all along to 

Preliminaries to a duel, as in the

W hat is talked 
object of concern.
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case of the correspondence between America and Spain 
over the question of Cuba ; and sometimes, when it is 
not so felt, it sooner or later discloses an irreconcilable 
antagonism^ of interest and intention ; and then, unless 
arbitration is resorted to, the almost inevitable result is 
war. For our part, we are most strongly in favor of 
arbitration. W e believe it is the only means of bringing 
war to an end. But nations are not yet civilised enough 
to submit to arbitration, or even to invite it, when their 
passions are excited, or when the advantages in the 
struggle are very largely in their favor. Arbitration 
will have to grow by degrees. It will have to settle 
small disputes first, larger ones after, and the largest 
last of all. That will be prior to the millennium. 
Meanwhile it is no use to say that England is the worst 
sinner, because she declines arbitration so soon after 
the Czar’s Love Feast. America would not arbitrate 
over the Philippines affair, France would laugh at 
arbitration if she saw a chance of getting back Alsace- 
Lorraine, Germany would not arbitrate her least little 
quarrel with China, and assuredly Russia would scorn 
the idea of arbitration if she wished to carve another slice 
out of the Celestial Empire, or to make a descent upon 
Persia or Afghanistan. It is useless to blink the truth. 
The world all round is but superficially civilised. There 
is a thin veneer of civilisation—rather of manners than 
of conduct; and beneath it is the solid old bulk of 
inherited savagery. Those who desire the reign of 
peace on earth must trust to time, to the spread of 
iberal ideas, to the growth of commerce and other 

forms of international communication, to the slow 
development of culture, and above all (as we think) to 
the decline of Supernaturalism and its gradual super­
cession by Science and Humanity.

Many of the Liberals, most of the Radicals, and all the 
Socialists, devote a large part of their time and energy 
to denouncing Mr. Chamberlain. This illustrates the 
personal method of political controversy. Mr. Chamber- 
lain is not Prime Minister, he is not the whole Cabinet. 
He has not been acting alone. It is monstrous to 
suppose that he has been allowed to play the game 
off his own bat. He has certainly been acting in 
concert with the rest of the Ministry. He is supported 

them in both houses of parliament. One would 
imagine, from the way in which some talk and write, 
that he held Lord Salisbury and all his other colleagues 
in the hollow of his hands. This is a sheer absurdity. 
Mr. Chamberlain’s diplomacy is the diplomacy of the 
Tory Government. We think it, therefore, a waste of 
time and temper to vivisect the Colonial Secretary. 
Not that we ever had much admiration for him, even 
in his Radical days, as an English statesman. W hat­
ever his motives were, and whether it was by design 
or accident, he did the country a real service in help­
ing to defeat Mr. Gladstone’s first crude Home Rule 
Bifl, which combined the disadvantages of nearly every 
conceivable way of settling the Irish problem. We said 
so at the time, and we are not aware that we have ever 
been grateful to Mr. Chamberlain since. But it is 
nonsense to assert that this is his war in South Africa. 
He is not great enough, to begin with, to make a war 
on his own account. The war is explained by the 
situation of affairs, by the history of the past twenty 
years, by the clash of interests, and by the temper of 
both parties to the quarrel.

This is a subject which we propose to deal with, not 
as a party politician, not as a lover of war, not even as 
a patriot, although we hope we love England as truly 
and deeply as the rest. G. W . F oote.

(  To be concluded.)



THE FREETHINKER. October 29, 1899’690

The Nature and Value of Free- 
thought.

It is necessary to occasionally remind both Freethinkers 
and professed Christians of the value of Freethought, 
with a view of removing the apathy and correcting the 
errors which obtain in connection with the mental 
attitude which the term represents. There are, un­
fortunately, some Freethinkers who, having acquired 
intellectual liberty for themselves, ignore the theological 
bondage in which too many of their fellow beings are 
still to be found. If mental freedom be of any value, 
those who enjoy its manifold advantages should employ 
all legitimate means to assist others to share in them. 
It ought never to be forgotten that, but for the per­
sistent labors of the Freethinkers of the past, many of 
us would still be the victims of uncontrolled religious 
intolerance. Moreover, while we owe a debt of 
gratitude to those who have striven in bygone ages to 
emancipate the human mind from the power of the 
Church, we ought not to forget our duty to coming 
generations. It has been aptly remarked that “  wise 
men live not only for themselves, but also for those 
who will fill their places when they have passed aw ay.” 
This reflection should inspire all Freethinkers to do 
their utmost to extend a knowledge of those principles 
to the force of which they owe their emancipation from 
the shackles of priestly domination.

It is also desirable to remind our opponents of their 
misrepresentations of the true meaning of Freethought, 
which they urge is quite compatible with the teachings 
of Christianity. It is useless for them to cite St. Paul’s 
advice to “ prove all things ; hold fast that which is 
good,” while the good is decided, not by the one who 
undertakes to “ prove,”  but by the New Testament, 
before any attempt at proving takes place. Where is 
the freedom in the following statements ?—“ He that 
beiieveth not shall be damned.”  “  He that denieth me 
before men shall be denied before the angels of God.” 
“  If any man preach any other gospel unto you than 
that ye have received, let him be accursed.”  These teach­
ings are the very opposite of Freethought. Besides, the 
Christian doctrine of rewards and punishments shuts 
out all freedom. People are not free to make inquiries, 
if they are told when starting upon their investigations 
that they must arrive at one particular conclusion ; and 
if they do not, eternal punishment awaits them. The 
very essence of Christianity is opposed to Freethought, 
inasmuch as it makes the decisions of one age the 
standard for all time. Progress is thus retarded and 
stagnation is encouraged. If in individual and national 
lite conduct is to be regulated by the conclusions arrived 
at in the first century, where does the freedom to profit 
by subsequent experience come in ? This is a point we 
should like Christians to deal with. Eighteen hundred 
years ago a certain belief was promulgated, and a par­
ticular kind of action was deemed right. To go in oppo­
sition to that belief, or to pursue a different course of 
action, was considered a sin deserving of the severest 
reprobation. For so doing men had not only to face 
social ostracism in this world, but they were threatened 
with the cruelest torments in some future existence. 
Such was the treatment inflicted upon Celsus, Porphyry, 
and Julian, in the second, third, and fourth centuries. 
Such, also, has been the penalty enforced by Christians 
upon heretics even down to our own time. Fines, im­
prisonment, and death have been the consequence of 
exercising the right of I'reethought. For ages freedom 
of thought was crushed by the authorities of the Chris­
tian Church, who acted as their Bible taught them. 
Fortunately, truth, if crushed, will rise again, and it 
has risen and become sufficiently powerful to shake 
the very foundations of that Church which did its best 
to stifie it in its infancy.

By b reethought we understand that mental condition, 
unfettered by theological restrictions, which enables a 
person to think according to the evidence at his com­
mand. It certainly does not mean a freedom of the 
mind to act outside of, above, or in opposition to law, 
but it alleges that all men have an equal right to the 
convictions at which they have arrived, and to the honest 
expression of those convictions. There is nothing

incompatible, as some Christians urge, between Fre 
thought and the doctrine called Necessitarianism^ 
these terms are properly understood. A Necessita^ 
is not one who possesses no freedom whatever, and . 
a Freethinker we do not understand a person 
thoughts are not subject to any kind of law, and *■ " 
may, therefore, spring up spontaneously without 
adequate cause to account for their so doing. We . 
necessitated to do what we do by the force of \inl ête'r. 
and inevitable law. Our freedom consists not in de . 
mining our actions, but rather in conducting ourse1  ̂
in harmony with the requirements of such actions.^ 
will thus be seen that Freethought does not mea0fectly 
thing so absurd as that a person’s thoughts are peyef  ̂
and absolutely uncontrolled. In point of fact, so J3^  
we can judge, there is no such freedom as this ’ „d 
anywhere. Every kind of existence must be ^  
together by some sort of bond arising out of 111 j  
by which the unity of the great whole is prese 
As Tennyson has said :—

run*1
For I doubt not through the ages one increasing purPJtbe^'
And the thoughts of men are widened by the process

tW
The value of Freethought consists in its reco» , 

of the service of doubt, which is the forerun ^  
progress. In the ages when theological j s a  
paramount the human intellect was cornp3*^ ||ii 
stagnant ; but when doubt arose the claiu1^  
Church were questioned, the right of diss 
acknowledged, thought was agitated, and ' 
of reason appeared. Then priestcraft receive ¡̂t)'

attacked aU o'den'to its pretensions, scepticism ----------
morality was proclaimed as being indepen̂ jecte‘ 
theology, the doctrine of finality was large') 
and Freethought, although for a time ^
limited than it is now, was an accomplished fa 
Freethought was not only the precursor of, 1 o '3',
an incentive to, progress. It inspired ^e^ tj0o r 
ages to endure severe suffering and persecu 
than yield their right to think for thenu^ fr^
hear much of Christian martyrs, but the 13 . j t i j j
thought is the essence of all true martyrdoa ̂ ’^¡ti3̂  
vindication of personal thought agaitjs îcl1 " 
belief. When Kepler taught those truths 
opposed to the orthodox notions of the if ^
when Galileo showed the fallacy of the 0scd J
stability of the ea rth ; when Voltaire 
corruptions of the Church ; when Paine V ¡lit)’.' V  
the absurdity of the doctrine of Bible m 3 f 
when Dr. Priestley attacked the incongruO^ ¡1
that three are one and that one is three- 
of Freethought was in active ope^
Greece Socrates vindicated the princip ¿̂¡cu* ’  ̂
____ ...1______  ti,« Hart 0 1. ue.

i l f l ’H  
r u W » i . V

f j t f .
thought when, in spite of the dart |,er .¡¿i 
pangs of exile, and the effects of ^eiJ| th°se ^ l i  
to believe in the Athenian gods. In j1' jio' , ' 
movements Freethought proved in ya lu a^ ^ p c ' jfr. 
the time, but through all succeeding k nefitS0 
was the development of progress, the L ¡n i1
we reap to-day. indicate sp t̂

The value of Freethought is further 
pronouncement that uniformity of b° c0ftecl ^  ¡t 
lative questions is impossible, and rbristi 
must be the result of evidence. ^ hlisbe  ̂
the very opposite of these well-es  ̂
alleges that all must believe in Chr* r® ¡V [(J 
who do not “  shall all likewise Pe31.ŝ |e 0P |i
prompts a man to estimate the ¡ts, 33 ¿t)''^  
judge of its contents upon thel!'. ”  v,i 
receive what is said merely nP011^  .,11 is Lfi1,

1'applies the eclectic principle to go0^a(1y . 
counsels the acceptance of wha c u0tlef jjifd* f 1 
therein. It is opposed to priestcr* 0f a1 
and denounces it as the deadly en ^ ¡ oSt |
condemns persecution as a crime *4 , i n f l i ^ W
seek to intimidate, or in any 'va> oPia>P ’te$Set'jt lC 
■_____________  .f.cc^r-nnrc of °Vin consequence of the difference

standpoint, the - elife>̂  
To either threaten

Freethought
injustice. 10  cuner l“ ‘ (rree^ e"'x>oPe a, 
simply on account of lack of * fc 0f tl'e * ?u 
question is to emulate th e c o n d u c ^ orjty^uj|ie.. r ,g e

ubjugation of intent* £1 it-

and to enforce the despotism a 0f 
has always tended to the prost ‘ ..,al ffct gs '  
and to the subjugation of intel e
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The Dying of Religion.

AV’E a decided weakness for old buildings, 
plat; ’ something extremely suggestive in the contemme. There is,

ton of ancient structures, as there is in the study^ ol 
, customs and ideas. One can wander over the ruins

° ! an oh' . „
e battles and sieges that have raged around the one and 
c domestic tragedies and joys that have taken place in 
e other. But if" there is one thing that I do not like, it is 

¡n °̂ d building that has been “ restored.” The charm 
b ?estroyed at once. The unpoetic form of the modern 
anH u • comes between me and my imaginative flights, 
- brings back my mind to the prosaic level of contem- 
^ rary reality. One cannot picture ancestral spirits 

anclering- jn a house that has the sounds of work- 
ea .̂s /eet still lingering in its room s; nor can one 
(ja !  ̂ imagine an ancient peer o f high degree weaving 
of Plots and subtle intrigues in a building the plaster 
Se ,cb is scarcely dry, and where builders’ accounts 
ta_ fake the place that should be sacred to antique
easily  and coats of mail- No> for imaffination to work
antiqui^“ e Wants antiquity pure and simple, not an 
skill of ̂  i!'lab owes 'ts venerable appearance to the 

lu ^  a Pfummagem ” mechanic.
re° ■same vein, I have a considerable interest in, 

"'hich wi*2 ôr’ fi'ose ancient psychological fossils
as We

We
are

■ ------  —------
mgnify by the name o f religion. So long 

sPirit( tii'f content to study them in a purely scientific 
can rgi :ire instructive and interesting enough. VVe 
5° '‘Ve o s " 1 the!11 w ‘ th the life they have now lost, and 
h 1 Wlip Cr a^ in  the mental existence of our ancestors. 
^ c ienr:n 0ne finds religious ideas “ restored,” their

than of 
trouble there is

religious

!?the u'eS Klossed over, and the whole structure bear- 
üilder. H,mistakable impress of the modem clérical jerryto-

and
AVa;y  men I feel t o w a r d  them pretty much as j  J °  
uards an “ ancient”  castle, where the smell ot pam6v* ^6 (Jn *w*‘- cciîjLie, wuere me siiieu ui paiui

ênce 0p‘ ° f  undried walls are mutely eloquent 
bave bee'ns fraudulent pretensions.I hnCe of * aave b

^adinp2.2'1 more than ever impressed with this feeling ̂ o a rgcpnt ___  ±i. _ _•_____ 4.1 
lx

of^tional^ire?ent address of the chairman of the Con 
ac„ 1!gion >> m° ? ’ Mr- Arnold Thomas,^  _ ------------------ , on " The Value

0f - lere is, of course, nothing startling in 
value above af.r^ men meeting to discuss that subject 
$itice. ° f  relip-- ’ are 'n a position to appreciate the 
ro0rnr,ty, as a w °n’i and’ whatever doubts of clerical
«ni-ly r f° r

■ ,rem;
scepp one may entertain, there is hardly 

msm here. Mr. Thomas’s speech was 
'n 'ts ]e,,-.e.cause ° f  its practical admission that 

0ni k 1 imate sense, was gradually disappear-

■ a i- ^le day—that, whereas religious beliefsS e d  “ lc >n

ll0iOys it

Mr. Thomas discovers—

*t rerJlnd important part in national life, 
•L%iop °r he is ,v S nts,,a j 11 rely vanishing quantity, and
V ^ c o u; V V COmPened

>h;

,'ife 0? Unts for a
»Re.

t S y  the

to “  own to a doubt whether 
great deal as a practical force in

" ‘ I l ly

a'1(f the i'ttle penetration to discover this
y the n e/'?rtance the admission is accen­

ts »‘Oik .°f civii;cff-i,tloi1 ° f  the fact that the whole 
^ eo  ‘deas. -pi 10,1 's cfeacf against the growth of 

Usion f  '^°rld is gradually coming to the
1 hum,,.. . le hate Mr. Justice Stephen, that—

''è ?

f0r-thoÍbanted.
the -

do 1,1 l" c course of being fully described 
in, r , see what materials there are for any 
‘"deed, what

is 1,1 the
3 fcu>n i  . not see wl • nlie or

indeed, what would be the use 0’ne; 
US■ ‘hough ?,ted Wo can get on very’ wcll w' ning to 
nf, Rivess„ thevjewof life which science is °Pen.' h ;te 
> b e r  0UfS(ta°thing toworship.it gives us ‘f " “
f c ^ o r l d ^ - f  to cni°y ..... - V e  worid seems a ve|y

e and ’P f !l 'v°uld only last. It is full °J P“  men
grentUi ‘n-US things, and I think that from

transi(.ntd|h‘cuUy in turning their minds • ice ..cnt rB-----

iÿPnoanü
S c e .. ...
t>ers .‘ ‘.tara

I l ■ " 'S
S S  the
S S *V . o,

Or
1turp lract<ir' Love, friendship, ambition, 
go p ’ politics, and a thousand other 

ls Uot a c'1 1] weft> as far as I can see, whether

P < Ä .  ‘ he
uanie of

,comii

or a future state, 
mind betokened by the above

• “ c Str>p|ln^  tolerably common few will dis-
O o n  ’ th“ Ck - -  *

< îhi

0n ï? .m e m h I' Xcha,^ e reI 'g i°us belief counts 
,'blicai ...r ° f . parliament who based *■ ;«enhile

his
quotation would soon be laughedu ■** nr IS hoi" wuuiu SUOll UC iau6 -.—

e far ^  ng  widely recognised that social 
‘ 11 d distr|LL matters of better methods of 

dt'on, sanitation and education,

opinion.^ In the present Transvaal 
a notable increase in the money to be 

spent on ammunition and medical appliances ; but there 
has been no extra outlay on religion. Inventors exercise 
their brains in perfecting the carrying power of rifles and 
the killing power of bullets; none trouble about per­
fecting the religious beliefs of army chaplains or the 
carrying power of their prayers. Tommy Atkins is, 
after all, a pretty practical fellow, and he feels much 
safer behind a Maxim than he does behind a chaplain. 
The Bible may be the “ Shield of Faith ,”  but the sailor 
would consider it a poor substitute for armor plate.

And this disappearance of religion is all the more 
discouraging to the believer because of the character 
of those who reject religious beliefs. Mr. Thomas 
warned his hearers that “  They could not honestly say 
that these are persons without any firmness of character, 
or spiritual instincts, or noble aspirations ” ; on the con- 
trary, “ one of the most anxious, one of the most painful 
[why painful ?] problems that some of us had to deal 
with has been the problem presented by these upright, 
honorable, lovable persons for whom religion has no 
significance or charm. We have not known what to 
make of them, how to interpret them.”

Naturally the phenomenon is depressing to the 
religionist. A bad unbeliever he could understand— 
even love. But a man who contemptuously rejects all 

beliefs, and yet remains a good husband, 
parent, and citizen, is something that will not fit in with 

f things. He is depressed, and 
naturally so. For, when all is said and done, the 
crowning proof that religion is not essential is that 
people can be good without it.

Mr. Thomas seeks to dispose of this difficulty by 
defining religion as “  the personal relation of the soul 
to God,” and asking triumphantly, “ Cannot that relation 
exist without the soul itself being conscious of it ?”  So 
that, as true religion consists in something of which we 
know nothing—the soul—being in personal relation to 
something else—God—of which we also know nothing, 
and as all who act truthfully and uprightly are in that rela­
tion, we are all religious, more or less, without knowing 
it. Everybody is religious, and, that being the case, 
there is no more value in one man being so than there 
is in him having arms and legs. It is an old trick now­
adays, and one played often enough by Freethinkers of a 
certain type. Mr. Thomas is simply “ restoring” the 
old building, defining religion in such a manner as he 
hopes will please the modern taste. The process, 
however, is too apparent to deceive anyone who is not 
blinded by prepossessions or unreasoning sentiment.
As a ruin religion is respectable enough; as a “ restored” 
ruin it becomes a laughing stock to all.

Conscious, probably, of having gone a little too far 
in praising unbelievers, Mr. Thomas hastens to throw 
in a few qualifying phrases concerning the dwarfing 
effects on man of an absence of a knowledge of the 
soul’s relation to God. Not only is the nature of man 
dwarfed, but “ morality without religion is only common 
prudence.”  Terrible indictment! and specially so when 
coming from clergymen who probably weigh more care­
fully the effects of speaking and writing on their worldly 
position than any other class in the community. But 
what is morality with religion ? What Is the assumption 
made by all Christian teaching but that the chief reason 
for doing good here is that you will be rewarded here­
after? Why does the average Christian insist that 
Secularism is powerless to make^ men good ? 1 ress
him and you will find the reason is that if this is the 
only life we shall live, if there are no future rewards and 
punishments, then there is no earthly reason for behaving 
oneself. “ If the dead are not raised, let us eat and 
drink for to-morrow we die.”  Of all forms of interested 
action Christian morality (?) is the most pronounced 
and the most obnoxious. It is greed with a thin 
coating of piety; the lowest kind of self-interest glossed

0VCI  ft ' n ^ c S r t o t ^ t h a 'h e s e  “  upright, honorable 
lovable persons” should be so terribly dwarfed by the 
absence of religion ? When will preachers have done 

such contemptible platitudes? Imagine a poor, 
pitiful piece of humanity, such as the average parson, 
dwelling upon the dwarfing of such characters as 
Darwin, Mill, or Spencer, because they do no come 
up to their standard or possess their knowledge !
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Picture an animated bundle of mouldy superstitions, in 
a modern dress-suit, pitying the O rigin o f Species or 
the P rinciples o f Psychology!  Poor Spencer! If only 
he could have risen to the sublime heights of a chairman­
ship of a religious congress, how great might his fame 
have been ! As it is, he will only be known to the world 
as the author of The Synthetic Philosophy. How many 
of us miss immortality by a hair’s breadth ?

The Christian W orld, in a leading article dealing 
with Mr. Thom as’s address, asked the question, “  Is 
religion disappearing ?” and answered it, of course, in 
the negative. The article admits that the special objects 
of religious worship are losing their hold, but we learn 
to detect new methods of God’s working. Indeed, the 
writer is quite confident “ that Christ to-day (is) far 
more interested in our political developments than in
our so-called Church questions....... the discovery of
steam-engines and railways is of more value to His 
kingdom than the councils of Nicuea and Chalcedon.” 
So that even Jesus himself is not free from the all- 
pervading influence of Evolution. “  Seek ye first the
kingdom of God....... and all these things shall be added
unto you,”  Jesus is reported to have said over eighteen 
centuries ago. Now, according to the Christian W orld, 
his advice is, “  Seek ye first the steam-engine and political 
developments, and the kingdom of God shall follow.” 

Yet, despite all these attempts to harmonise ancient 
beliefs with modern knowledge, religion is gradually 
dying away. And its demise is rendered all the more 
certain by the fact that it is being brought about by 
forces of which the majority of people are unconscious. 
People may resist a syllogistic demonstration of the 
falsity of their beliefs, but who can remain proof against 
the insidious forces that, unknown to them, undermine 
the whole frame of mind upon which religion rests ? 
How many people have remained staunch against the 
most eloquent plea for a rational Sunday, and then 
yielded to the seductive influence of a “  bike ” ? How 
can a man continue to believe in the immorality of un­
belief when political circumstances continually bring 
him into contact with Atheists or Agnostics, who are 
in every way worthy and admirable men ? How can 
Christians continue to believe in the distinctive excel­
lence of Christianity when the printing-press, cheap 
books, the study of comparative religions, have all 
combined to show them the same features in other 
religions and among other people ? And how can they 
continue to believe in the permanence of their own creed 
when a glance at the face of history shows it strewn 
with the bodies of dead gods and the remains of worn- 
out systems ? It is not, after all, the direct attack upon 
religion that does the greatest damage. This is effected 
by the steady development of civilisation, which induces 
a temper of mind, a method of thinking, and a standard 
of life by which all religions are sooner or later tried 
and found wanting. C. C ohen.

Chaplains of the Forces.

A mongst the W ar Office announcements in a recent 
London Gazette appeared a series o f appointments of 
chaplains to the forces. These appointments were 
mostly described as of the second or third class. From 
which we were at liberty to infer that the first-class 
chaplains were already in the field. Of course, the 
particular rank or grade o f these military men o f God 
is of no consequence to anyone but themselves. The 
services of the third class are probably just as efficient 
as those of the first— neither less nor more so.

The only questions of interest that arise are, W hy 
have these clerics gone to the seat of war ? W hat do 
they suppose they are going to do whilst they are there, 
and why—remembering the lamentable failure of their 
prayers at home—should anybody think it worth while 
to invite them to pray abroad ?

By long usage, they are allowed a position on the 
military staffs for which they draw their pay, and from 
which they derive a certain amount of prestige. Their 
claim to inclusion rests mainly on the traditions of 
belligerent arrangements in times gone by, when both 
military leaders and their men were deeply imbued with 
religious principles, or made a great profession of being

so, and when the casus b e lli was often more or l#5 
sectarian, and pious fanaticism reigned supreme. The” 
the men of God had not only an important place, but 211 
immense influence, in camp and field as well as at court’ 
With the progress of time and the development 0 
thought, that state o f things has undergone a grea 
and salutary change. Modern warfare is conducted 0'1 
less holy and less hypocritical lines. The man of
has been gently but firmly pushed more and more to ^ 
rear, where he has been kept more and more out 
sight, out of mind, and, for his own benefit, out ^ 
harm’s way. He is not, and never was, exactlj 
ornam ent; he is now simply a time-honored, thoug 
useless, adjunct to be nonchalantly endured.

"  ' 'l l  11K . .
cleric

Enlistment
he was befort;

Tommy Atkins, in the bulk, has no special liking’,̂ | 
him, any more than he has for the chaplain’s cle
and non-military confreres at home 
not make T. A. any holier than ne was ^ 
Obviously, when he starts on a campaign, he to' 
more of a cheery “ send-off” from the Prince of ** s 
than of all the preliminary blessings of all the Pa(S ̂  
put together. His heart responds more readily t° ¡s 
genial and encouraging cheer of the Prince, ' ¡ olis 
honestly mortal like himself, than to the sanctimo^^.
benedictions of the greatest of the self-elected
pieces of God.”  In actual service no more attenh^t 
bestowed on the army cleric than he is able to e ^  
by his own efforts to push himself forward, 
he is a man who will not be ignored. It is often ¿tffr 
the official who fears his occupation will soon *gdS> 
Usually he secures the ceremonial deference he de ^¡¡.

Taking the whole of ^0 
and considerine ^ t

and that is 
combatants

about 
of an

all. 
army corps,

an1
could best be dispensed with on active service, j3 
any doubt that a commander would immediate y< 
if reluctantly, resolve to part company with his fitf1 
devoted friends, the men of God ? W e can be sl 0a$t 
he would not retain them in preference to the s » ¡lie 
dressers, ambulance-carriers, and nurses. ' e p(i' 
humble baggage-dragging quadrupeds would 
ferred, if a stern choice had to be made. „mV chap13"» 

Suppose we take any one of these army . ¡j 
who have gone out, and trace his recent m* th,r 
doesn’t matter whether he is first, second, ^  
class, or mere lumbering “ goods.” Ever sine ¡n 0̂  
ordained, he has been praying, “  Give Pe‘lC a ch3(1,, 
time, O Lord,” though when there has been ^ 2  
of war he may have done his little best ¡̂ gel* . 
conflict about. He has ostensibly devoted 0<;i3
the service of the Prince of Peace, though he i v’.e..,

of 'var'- UtfP'himself, hand and 
Christmas time he

glove, with men 
has been expected to sp'eciajjtirt

course on “  Peace and goodwill to all men, 
sermon may be delivered in barracks. For s o m e . j,i- 
prior to the Boers’ ultimatum, he, in common 1 ^  
clerical brethren and the bulk o f English c K e0ceL  

were offering special prayers for peace, in obthep»bi  
episcopal commands. Such, at any rate, was * 
appeal to the Deity, whatever may have been t̂i*1
des,rc of professing Church people and other fVell ^

\ e know the response that has been made-"a e ^
answer to prayer, which should be marked up tJi<r
lasting incitement to fhat most effective and 1
neglected devotional exercise. y a ffil* 5

I lien the army chaplain proceeds to the & p
has been praying might never break out. j  t ■ . 

......  "  • • '-----"-BOOKS’Bibles, Prayer-books, _ hymn' ^ t ^
s some wafers and wine fot . t of fl>b

outfit ?
— perhaps some waters anu win«
of nonsense, the Holy Eucharist. 1 , jf  d’J
pious impedimenta at the seat of wf  nion1'1 ’fig0. . tpw -tw ^e

J
thef!h>

p i u u a  l i i i p c u i m c i i i a  « u  m e  - r  vV
been any efficacy in it during the last c  ̂^
...~..ia all. Wen* f̂Sowould have been no war at all 
this military man o f God cuts on 
safely in the rear. There he is-

thc field..
oh1'<  )i0

d iscred ited ^  ¡y
that he yiiili ’

embarked ; his precious nostrums l " “of  ¡-¡o a tfie\ J  
him already proved to be absolute^ ict;0n (P

hc‘j o ]i
* toy ,

fact they have not afforded some sa pf0.\, 
results he is now bound to deplore, 0filet11̂  t 
useful service purely visionary an BoP v y
cannot stop the conflict ; all that hc A1) m S s hl
to alleviate some o f its saddest featu of f. jh3
he propose to do that? W hy, by 1 ’Lvnjn-b0f 
wonderful Bible, Prayer-book, and 
has been using all along with such ' oSSib‘b ’’

Say that he cannot achieve >mp
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ere was to be war, there would be war. In that case, 
it?6 naturaUy asks where was the use of praying against 
d'ff ^ or^ 'n8f and praying for a result are two very 
‘ erent things. The one means reliance on our own 
°rts ; the other an expectation of assistance from a 
avenly source. It is the latter that the man of God 

foHClaUy devotes himself to ; and in that he and his 
In t°i^ers have already signally and disastrously failed. 
All tif- connection it is absurd to talk of impossibilities. 
a llnS>s are possible with God. That is why he is 

 ̂pealed to when human resources seem to be exhausted. 
reed, indeed, has he proved himself in this great 

p t(' rr*ble emergency.
"’ell aPS W'H be said that the army chaplains, as 
De;t other Christian ministers who appealed to the 
Win <-°r Peace> are no more to be reproached with not 
are averted the carnage of war by their prayers than 

ine armv _________...1____..t____ r„:i __uu
ment: army surgeons when they fail with their instru-
'v°Und ês*;ora,:Ives> and bandages to save the mortally 
appi; ed- But there is a wide difference. Surgical 
fUetho^68 and treatment are tangible and well-tried 
resmt ■ S PreS uently attended by surprisingly successful 
Confici ' ^ an same be said with equal truth and 
hym ®!]ce of the use of Bibles, Prayer-books, and 
of poc ‘ There are, of course, the vouched-for instances 
other ,"e'" Bibles stopping deadly bullets. These and 
iodi,„c° mic tales may be told, but there remains the

ttw» Bible andp "sputable and overwhelming tac 
r̂ er'b°ok have not stopped the war. otherwise,

J 1*  Lord in his wisdom has determined otM ^  
b !Cl shows how impertinent his sen. which he
S endeavor to dissuade him (rom that wr1 
¿ J ^ e e d  since-perhaps before^the créâton 
S *  But supposing it had turned o u t ^  
JPcsmg there had been peace, who ca °nswer t0 
pra result would have been clannec ‘ tbe one 
5 f .?. The jugglery is too transparent In t y
Go?!,1.1 ,l s the unfathomable wisdom » vVe

’ 'a the other, it is “ the power ° ^ blg Wisdom.” 
0 »  having a taste of the ‘ uldat . ‘ bv the desire

t0 ae ls led into these general reflecti - frjend, the 
c'ear the precise position o Majesty’s

forCg chaPla'm, now serving God an f events
on£abroad. Does he realise the bear mgs ?
He c ca'hng and the duties he has set 01 the
Brift laid himself out to preach and pray
Bper c. f°rces,
of forces
uOori

Why
preach 

shouldn’t he also pray for the

cîti

c°Urse S’ Und how is he going to do both ? He may, 
; b u t t  tkat the British will speedily whip the 

yan d tUlat ls a fme method of forgiving one’s 
'n5r n,,.Uri?.ln& the other cheek to the smiter, and

«Uly.:“ 1 that
onf- p, '?  wuici uiicciv tu uiv —7 — —

thin, Whaf 1 • Wrist’s doctrine of the non-resistance of1 Uat K1 rt/4 _r ~ . . . .  • . „  J __„ Us*
\

%

tvip,ln8 ___, “ PI “ " “ vine does he
"it;k ,XVhat kind o f confidence in his P has noted

fan inspire in Tom my t  c hurch at home-'; hal failure o f the prayers o f  the t0 their
u has allowed so many combatants! ts

doom -  Spite o f  all appeals, ...m — v
--- J~' ~

« S *
Mtij'.fhat

«1

there .^r^by tb.e chaplain on his behalf?

faVorab]^uPplicat i°n of any individual will meet 
B n ,a is e lf  - l̂CsPonse, whether offered by Tommy

She
V , Wo, tke spiritual consolation to be offered 

n ,t0T ded and dying.” Yes, a cheap kind of 
nation e.‘JCceptcd for what it is worth. Spin 

r°ke

co, 'Or

iSpla^ arm*" not mend a split skull, a shattered leg,
The

’ He n.°..n°  Hood in that direction. What can
e ,c v e ;
On S le -  „^  and
sin'Vas a k-as talo'ii,'11̂ . S  peace just a little time ago 
*hSre. ° f  a hn Him. Perhaps it was thought 

m,, !ly doc Ji V8’’ and tIiat his appeal was not 
Oojkottc rtals pi 1C 10Pe for a hearing now? Why 

Sec e any reliance on his protestations

• or extract a bullet from the chest.
can do ^ __ They

e cannot open the gates of beavem went
secm to know him there. When 

ber ‘

Os,
'll vre th ~ as to ■ 1 ,^UccaS  other n .1Crcafter, about which he knows

S tru ts  ,are a fr^ ‘!n i> The real practical sympathy 
f S  ana f  that f  q S  ,by the surgeons and their 

p ■- • lb« -j- ■ ' s> then there is nothing else to
r̂eSetim'Ck ‘s tbo'S s°Idier must resign himself to 

arS ' Iast _̂d fortune of war.*
111,1 coifr.,C laP*ains are said to be men of 

^ “«¡r'b^y has ^  and devotion to duty, and that 
V  ■ ‘blp̂  - an 1Qspiritine effect. Then let them« ^ s a n -  --------------

l> a>rîb’es an,! 1r,,nsp,ntmSI cfifect- ----
d fight  ̂ rayer-books, shoulder a rifle and

F r a n c is  N e a l e .

South African W ar Explained.

In the glorious realms above 
God is seated on his throne,

Overflowing with a love 
Exclusively his own.

There are angels old and young,
There are saints from every stage ;

From the Bishop to the Bung,
From the Princess to the Page.

But he is not satisfied 
With such mixed and motley choirs;

Stale hymns, so often tried,
No longer he admires.

Some old saints are roupy grown,
Some have throats that cannot sing ;

They’d been hurried to the throne 
Through the pressure of a string.

“ Go to ! Let’s have a change 
From tills raspy-throated crew ;

Let’s through old Terra range,
And pick up something new.

“ There’s old Kruger, full of grace,
Leads a godly lot of fools ;

There’s the pious British race 
Mrs. Guelph benignly rules.

“ Let us raise a row between 
These two Christian sets of folk ;

And the outcome will, I v. eeri,
Be a very pretty joke.

“ Pete will have a busy time,
From early dawn till late,

Passing spooks from Afric’s clime 
Through the famous golden gate.

“ Then we’ll have a splendid choice 
From which to form a choir,

British swaddies in full voice,
Throats and lungs that never tire.

“ And such fossils as old Dave,
Moses, Aaron, Abe, and such,

Better mind how they behave 
When we’re having hymns in Dutch.

“ Go to ! Let us go down 
And stimulate their folly ;

It matters not a brown 
Who’s the victor, Krug, or Solley.”

T. Clark,

Colonel Robert Green Ingersoll.

An Acrostic.
) lies thy philanthropic heart, and silent now thy tongue 
3 eloquent in Right’s defence, or bold denouncing Wrong, 
pooningold mind-fettering creeds, despite the priestly ban, 
leading with forensic skill the cause of some poor man ; 
lelpless fellow-heretic e’er found a better friend,
• and always ready his thought-freedom to defend, 
barbarous laws or bigot priests should a brave spirit bend.
ily endow’d with brilliant wit and fluency of speech, 
enial disposition, quick to censure or to teach ; 
rely denouncing Error, Wrong, exalting Truth and Right, 
incipating honest Thought from Ignorance’s might: 
qion—“ Purity of Heart”—found a staunch friend in thee; 
flogy—“ I’riest-fashioned Faith ”—had no worse enemy.
insolent Theology, and hide thy worthless head !

¡on’s bright heaven-trimm’d lamp its light doth o’er our
thway slied ;nal Truth needs not thy aid to guide her through the 
rth ;■ anon does Genius to some new Truth give birth ;
;r didst thou aid Science—nay, thy fiat caused its dearth.)
ipired ” absurdities thou didst unceasingly attack, 
men hut creeds thdu aim’dst to k ill! or mercilessly hack ! 
id tidings of great joy ” was thine ; but not o’ the Chris-
:n brand ;nal Hell—a ruthless God—and ready-made Sin to hand, 
rious phrases on the tongue and guile within the heart; 
ation from—not by—this Faith ’twas thy forte to impart; 
yes, thy tongue spoke grander “ joys ’’—the Liberty of

ind !rty, too, of modest speech, untrammel’d, unconfin’d,
s richest boon, sweet Liberty! the birthright of mankind.H. Newberry.

ie President of the Michigan Temperance League was 
ley. H. Tessmer, Lutheran; but, when his congregation 
awrenceburg, Ind., cut his salary down 100 dollars per 
im, he left the pulpit, and opened a saloon in Cincinnati, 
¿•here, he says, he is doing first rate.
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to church, instead of confining the ceremony to the Registry* 
Office.

I n May, 1891, President Kruger was requested to allow 
his name to be used as a patron of a ball in honor of Queen 
Victoria’s birthday. His reply, through his secretary, F. 
Eloff, was as follows : “ I have been instructed to inform 
you that His Honor considers a ball as Baal’s service, for 
which reason the Lord ordered Moses to kill all offenders ; 
and as it is, therefore, contrary to His Honor’s principles, 
His Honor cannot consent to the misuse of his name in such 
connection.” ___

When, in May, 1898, a certain application from the Sheba 
Gold Mining Company was before the Boer Volksraad, Deputy 
Taljaard objected to the word “ participeeren ” (participate) as 
not being Dutch. “  I can’t believe,” he said, “ that the word 
is Dutch ; why have I never come across it in the Bible, if it 
is?”

In July, 1892, the First Raad discussed the proposal to 
exterminate the plague of locusts. Mr. Roos contended 
that locusts were sent by God, as in the days of Pharaoh, 
and the Transvaal would be loaded with shame if it tried to 
raise its hand against the Almighty. Other members followed 
in the same strain, quoting largely from Scripture.

In August, 1895, the First Raad discussed a proposal to 
prevent the impious practice of firing up into the clouds to 
bring down rain, in defiance of God Almighty. The Govern­
ment was ordered to take steps to prevent any repetition of 
such unholy proceedings.

These few samples will give the reader some notion of the 
old-fashioned ideas of the Boers. The people are brave and 
hardy, but backward, and President Kruger, whose piety is 
half sincere and half politic, has used their prejudices to 
prevent all reform in the Transvaal. He has thus played 
into the hands of his enemies, and given them a plausible 
pretext for destroying the independence of his country. Had 
he been wise in time, and less familiar with God, he might 
have averted the present catastrophe.

General Cronje, who took Dr. Jameson prisoner, is a very 
pious man, who seems to share President Kruger’s belief in 
special providence. It is said that when the shelling was 
going on at Krugersdorf one of his companions asked him 
to shift into a safer position. “ If God,” he replied, “ means 
me to be taken, I shall be shot, wherever I sit; and if he does 
not, I am as safe here as anywhere else.”

Lord Onslow, speaking at Guildford, said that there were 
good and agreeable men with whom he differed on the London 
County Council. Even his experience of the Socialists served 
to remind him of the old saying, that the Devil was not as 
black as he was painted. The Devil, he had no doubt, would 
be a charming companion, full of anecdotes of a sporting 
character.

We have said much the same thing ourselves, and it was 
accounted “ blasphemy.”  When wc were in Chicago we said 
that we would sooner breakfast with the Devil than with a 
clergyman, as his conversation would be so much more 
instructive and entertaining. This was caught up by the 
newspapers, and one clergyman denounced it as “ infamous.”

The Presbyterian Church, Carlisle, was filled with a large 
congregation, and they were singing:—

All praise to thee, my God, this night,
For all the blessings of the light.

Just then the light went out. There had been an accident 
with the Carlisle electric-light apparatus.

Attention is drawn by the D aily News to the fact that 
“ large sums are raised for building and restoring churches 
in districts where cottages and drainage are a disgrace to 
Christianity and civilisation.” But what is the use of com­
plaining in this manner? While we have priests they will 
look after their own interests. It is quite natural that they 
should prefer fine churches to good cottages. The only real 
remedy is to do without priests altogether, and that can only 
be done by getting rid of religion.

While a marriage was proceeding in the Church of St. 
Andrew, Leytonstone, a protest was raised by the Rev. R. A. 
Kingdon, of St. Augustine’s, Stepney, supported by two 
other priests, on the ground that “ the man lias a canonical 
wife living.” This means that the first marriage had been 
legally dissolved by a divorce. The High Church party set 
themselves up against the law of England. However, the 
vicar of St. Andrew’s went on with the marriage ceremony, 
and tied the man up again “ in the name of God.”

We have no sympathy for the “ happy pair.” They deserve 
to have a scene at their nuptials for being so silly as to go

The Bishop of Sierra Leone, speaking recently in Lontkflj 
treated his audience—if it was a treat—to a number of n101’* 
nursery rhymes. The latest he had heard, and wished 
repeat, was this :—

Never say die,
Never tell a lie,
Never put your finger in another person ¡Pie'

at
This evoked loud laughter ; whether with the Bishop, °f 
him, is not recorded.

The Bishop of Stepney, preaching to the medical Guild ’ 
St. Luke at St. Paul’s Cathedral, observed that “ the clebfL 
reasons for belief in baptism were as scientific as the dotf^ 
belief in vaccination.” We quite agree with him. Stm-^ 
doctors do see whether vaccination “ takes,” and repeaf ^  
dose if it doesn’t, while the clergy do not trouble about 
matter. Probably all the Christians who go to hell are c

He sp01.¡led

. tracC'

of baptism that didn’t “ take.”

Sir Thomas Lipton has not “ lifted the cup. 
his chance when he took to praying.

Emperor William has just said that all true science is l“ r; 
able to God. That settles it. Christian Evidence ‘eC 
please note.

Rev. Dr. Cobb, of the Church of E n gland , advocaj^" 
better understanding with the Free Churches. “ Const 
he says, “ the life-and-death struggle that Christ 
called upon to engage in to-day ; the struggle wlt ' 0lisl‘£ 
philosophy under the guise of theosophy; with a H •„ 
and militant Agnosticism ably advocated by the great ¡sti£ 
of the day ; the crude and inept, hut still insidious, h°̂ . ¡„th’ 
views of life held by so many ; the growing disbe j tjieSe.
survival of personal life after death ; considering 
say it is suicidal that we of the Established ChurC ’ ;d >"zsciy u  i s  o u i u u a t  tu rn  w o  0 1  m o  -------------------- — aTlUv"))
friends of the great Free Churches, should be te,'
fractricidal strife while the Gaul is thundering at the fc

___  bytte
Some of the English pilgrims to Rome got 

Hoods about ten miles from the Holy City, and we ^ tly_ 
four hours in a railway carriage without ‘ ° ° a„n ¡ntW‘ 
believed in “ Providence,” they would take this as 
tion that they had better go home again. It ‘ L j  tl> 
how-ever, that they all went on to Rome ana 
offerings at the feet of the Holy Father. ,,t_____ Jjafiie

An attempt is about to be made to introduce ‘lp;xIiib’tj|'l(i 
v,f religions after the Chicago model at the Paris - 
The eighth or last place in the list is assigned to
religion.   J

Cork Tow« ^The Limerick Town Council asked theA lie JjllllUK/l\ Jk vy YV 1JL vv u u vu  -  v..-
to join in its prayers that the war might en ‘ fact 
Majuba. At the same time, the papers recorded ^  to ¡f 
“ the credit of the infantry side to-day must be ace ¡¿lit 
Dublin Fusiliers.” If the Limerick Council no 1 , iraS.'
Hibernian brethren to be massacred, they migh '• - . . . .  . . 1 ► i sn t

;llH‘

I %
a little more explicit in their prayers. It isn 
This indiscriminate and reckless praying 
to the most careful Deity.

K M
must bc

to
Teacher—“ What is the chief reason lor goinfi^

cli^f”'
in»5'

Bright Pupil—“ To put threepence in
Bulletin.

the

llOThe Society for the Promotion ol Chri5, „plain-1 L  o1'.,
announces that, under the advice of the p ‘yer-b?'"
it has despatched a large number of t o0oS .y ¡i,''
Hymn-books for the use of the British , S°c!.- - -- . . .  . ... -----bv tiw miAfrica. ■eoU:«

MV3 1U1 L 1 J O UOW Oi ^

imta. More publications will be sent by 
■ icw of the authorities, they can be adva' ¿,j ve<L„icfi'v 
Yes, by all means send more. They have s0iHe j  fP 
tageously used ” both at home and abroad |0vc a 
judging by the present exhibition of Chris '

-----  -it, at tb*P  [ /
Somebody has written to the Spectator t ’ B°e.(u is i(i>; 

hour when a state of war began with zeIV 
“ directly over the sun and high up .ncaI\ r ” ve i)]C 
t m  I r ~ -^inhow. bel%cic ^ :

: P*V

uiiccuy im;t tut 3uii «,iiv* —r
blue sky, a portion of the arc of a rainbow- ^  
lie says, saw it. No doubt he wishes us .of) 
intended by the Almighty to represent the 
ascendant. Some people have even in® . cCntt 
And this, too, on the verge of the twentieth 
not reminded of Shakespeare’s caustic l*n

0 0

Xo natural exhalation inA]1® ^ ¡ . ’d 
No scape of nature, no ‘nu.tl evf,
No common wind, no cus o tura , s\gA 
But they will pluck away .¡„¡es, s 1 , eiSL 
And call them meteors,
Abortives, presages; and tong“

The hardest thing yet said ° f  , ^pneeth*11' 
boy’s description of him as a “ wick1

» fli»1
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fo„0S--nade ky a pupil of the mature age of ten years in the 
is a !ns essay : “  Krugger and Kannerbulism is one. He 
c0m an ° f  blud. Mr. Chamberling has wrote to him sayin 
have ?ut.an  ̂ fitc or else give up the blud of the English you 
lord i ° ° , ke ‘s a boardutchman and a wickid heethin. 
bri«~ , chener has been sent for his goary blud and to. nas oeen scut.
rinS back his scanderlus head ded or alive.”

„ II 'S well to be careful of one’s personal safety, even though 
Spged in repairing a Temple of God. A steeplejack recently 
S 1 from the tower of the Church of the Sacred Heart, 

Ornton, and received fatal injuries.

refti ??utframpton a worshipper was in so great a hurry to 
? ? his church and commence his devotions that he suddenly

P‘fed on arrival. ___
hible

'(West
"■as

tion
readers need no longer puzzle “ it
m what did Solomon s gres - s \n the fact 

t d 5^  *ln having seven hundred wives. Apropos
0hrat.he consulted the whole of them on all occas ’ m /lately

^su ggestion , it is related that a f f ^ m e d
'Poached the Turkish ambassador on the law c iUcd t0

nutting them to have so many wives. ¡-inj  . many
thosmadam>” he replied, “  in order that we may hna 

e qualifications that centre in you alone.

P*Per“e,r the hcadin£  “ Catholic MZ h e \ is \ \ ?  prints a sub- 
c.,rculating extensively amongst the 1 lity exist­

ing/ m which it is stated: “  The vice and m w y  The 
4 nemong the Catholic body of Liverpool are I ^  cannot 
'ntLVVe admit the fact the better, an r,'atjier Nugent. 
Thio [ai-e ° f  Statistics compiled by the ^  ^ and white
rcveaP am statement of figures set down Catholic character 
in r s a horrible and hideous blot on the Catholic m
in ^ fe a t  northern seaport. Their substancej^t ^  is 
Ren,;/?00! the strongest phalanx of. Qf ti,c three 
Sfeat dfv-̂ rom the ranks of ^tholicis - harlotry, and 
!;‘temno™Sl0ns of that g'oomy hoSt w l  nf our community. 
Ana Perance—the majority are members Wickedness is
^gnabW 51''11’ the heav>' Pr°P °rtZ  Irish'Catholics.”stable to our own countrymen, the Irish

',J4  f ^ Z 11 County-court the Rev’ ^ ^ 0 "  t^h is Honor 
statin,r gC') los- for tlower bulbs, sent a moortant lecture 
»» delfvhe cou'd not attend, as he had ammportian Uver
K Z r- His Honor said he often had ectures 

gave judgment against the absent

&viPhurch
toy

k

. JUntl Services sa 'vr‘ting of curious gifts for harvest thanks- 
\thp ihiirch’ a " 'S 1 lal °.ne Kentish parishioner sent to a 
sPorti *ont! T nV|lI.Ctd 01 home-made sausages for festoon­
ed  ¡n Phblican may add the fact that a well-known
*kry .llually(o Birmingham, now deceased, used to 

’ <l"d a tin , rector of his parish loaves, cheese, and 
, f l tIle Cesarewitch.
fy.'jje  ̂  ̂ ___
r c ? ahaye p a Z ,'1 of St- Ethelburga’s, Bishopsgate-street
tv tion a£riv'ed for mm reso,ution declaring that “ the time 

the cv; £ l ° J ’a' Churchmen to demand a rccon- 
sucli n>inR r?Iat!°ns between Church and State, 

I, tiovnj^ut.” p  constitution involve disestablishment and 
" O fd t o  tj,at .- ta m ly  the time has arrived, but we are 
n d es and 1 a childish desire for the ceremonial 

c con, smoke.

"*4 ?.

to a telegram from Lecchi, has been struck by lightning 
during the celebration of Mass. Three persons were killed, 
and forty injured. The Carosino church was also much 
damaged. ___

Does this mean an objection by the Lord to the celebration 
of Mass, or to the style of architecture of the churches, or to 
the methods by which the sacred edifices were built and 
endowed, or to the priests and penitents who assembled 
therein ? Or was the Lord too much occupied with the 
slaughter of his faithful worshippers, the Boers, by his 
equally faithful worshippers, the British ? Or has he given 
up reading the evening papers, and, in disgust, turned to his 
old occupation of counting the hairs of our heads and watch­
ing the tumbling sparrows ?

One must provide against the sleepiness or the supreme 
indifference of the Old Gentleman in the skies. The 
Oberammergau villagers netted ,£35,000 for seats at the 
last performances of the “  Passion Play.”  The Lord, how­
ever, allowed the spectators—six thousand in number—to 
be drenched with rain. Perhaps he did not like the 
“ Passion Play,”  or was interested at the time in a football
final cup-tie. ___

The Oberammergau people, without making any open 
reflections on the Almighty, have thought it expedient to 
provide against his vagaries. So they have constructed an 
iron theatre for the protection of the spectators. People may, 
therefore, watch these holy shows with comfort in future, and 
without disturbance from on High, which may, after all, 
have originated simply in the jealousy of the Holy Ghost in 
regard to his copyright. ___

Search the Scriptures, for if therein you do not find eternal 
life there may be something very much more tangible. A 
resident of East Dulwich, Collins by name, recently pur­
chased an old family Bible for a few shillings at a local 
auction sale. Afterwards six £ 5  banknotes were found 
between two pages pasted together.

It was feminine curiosity, of course, that led to the dis­
covery. The vendor never thought of looking in the holy 
book, nor did the auctioneer, nor did the purchaser. But 
the purchaser’s wife—perhaps tempted to see if there were 
the usual records of births and deaths—turned over the 
pages and found the hidden treasure. Since the announce­
ment of this “ find ” there has been a great turning over of 
old Bibles in Dulwich and the rest of South London. But, 
alas, nothing has been found within the pages. As to the print 
—with all its fable, fancy, and filth—well, the super-imposed 
flower-pot knows as much about it as the human possessor.

* . I

i  Soiap to the AW I?CZ  Ecclesiastical Art Exhibition, a 
tt, amuse,nrn7.‘,S" "  °bserves : “ Certainly, 1 noted, 

'bp?s bin 1 the r / ’ t .,e c,aim of the Lord Bishop of 
’» 'tie-,,.e? a n a im n ./f1—Presumably his Church—had' h v  o little astonished

' ”  I
Bible and balm on the battlefield. Scripture-readers to the 

front. Now we shan’t be lost, whatever the Boers may do by 
their fighting under cover. The Christian Budget gives us 
this week the portraits of three army Scripture-readers who 
have gone to the rear of the war. They are terrible “ phisogs.” 
I f  the visages of the men are anything like the portraitures in 
this print, God in heaven ought to have been devoutly and 
persistently implored to keep such nightmares at home. 
Force would have been justified if persuasion failed. Nothing 
more ghastly and forbidding have we ever seen.

Imagine a poor wounded—perhaps dying—soldier opening 
his glazed eyes and seeing these awful faces gazing down 
upon him. What could he do but instantly give up the
ghost, his last word being “ Rats 1”

ves

0 . nK J ; ?  a p-Ur(/  lur^h—presumably 111s --------
Z /irij, */ed in 11 ol. Art. I was a little astonished 
•f/jy or the s;../ ln,nd as to recollections of the art-
kis j y - le nLa . ccn[h and seventeenth centuries, the■ ’ —•'aram-e and•“s I J resti le eiirhtn« l! 1 and seventeemn e c...----
CV| rds|,; rat¡ons nt- and t,lc brutal ignorance and
\>Ctfrd llas so.,, 1 ,c amoteenth—and of the fact that 

the iatl„ rcPl,tation as a historian. But I 
d that he 'Vas on?  the occupation of his leisure 

'Vas Probably a  bishop before everything

£1K s ■----
pVrS d J ? / 1don\.Co.'Uri ut°r draws the attention of the 

hy ¡u ljie following extracts from the exhibi- 
Ereslifield, junr.: “ The Parish

t / < lat is a ction of ?f I'ondo11 possess a very large and 
rt,inHMUrink thnP at-e lnade during the last J50years.”

tbe l>-thesi epiFen?d of degeneracy in this art.)......
ib„.,.1xefor,1,.il.apoi olj church-plate made during ihc— ii,nt there are

ST^tu 
"Lv .° f ....

k? ini51, n1/,£ e fo r ,;;:;)'-AP Ol Oiu cnurcn-pBie -------------  ..
J^io/bteo '.'c'val pier10n ,was so complete that there ar
N c N  o f ? . t I i e &  'eft..... For this clean sweep w

Urc|' r n r nS  Ed„. In?tance, to the Ecclesiastical Com- 
' ° r,Bs.” ,lrd y I., who were appointed to carry

'  ¡ten, f  cIllan Cathni- HiPPer Kensit and his Protestant 
■c Church of Montemosala,according

tltiu «...--immediately a voice scemeu m o.v ,a consciousness of security laid hold of me that, althougn 
bullets showered around me, I was in perfect peace, and felt 
that God would protect me from the bullets of the Boers.”

An ordinary reader would say, “ This fellow is an infernal 
liar.”  All that we say is, that he probably thought of the 
“ beautiful promise” afterwards- long afterwards, 
“ voice” came to him when he had reached a place of se 
—perhaps still later, when he thought of taking to Scriptu 
reading as an occupation. At the precise time he speaks 
he was, without doubt, simply skedaddling as fast as 
could, and thinking of nothing but how to save his skin.

What a blessing to have a good Christian man like this 
reading the Scriptures to you w hen your brother Boer has 
maimed you for life, or you are thinking of heaven, where

The 
safety 

Scripture-
of 
he

A
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you will meet your slayer and Scripture-readers, like this one, 
in abundance. The present consolation and the heavenly 
prospect are alike charming. Such are the joys of religion !

“ The unhappy position of curates ” is the pathetic heading 
given by a religious paper to the report of the meeting of the 
Curates’ JJnion, presided at by Canon Scott Holland. Now 
what do these fledglings, or old birds, who can never learn 
to fly, really want ? They can’t expect to fall into a bishop’s 
income immediately. They can’t all expect to enjoy, like the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, ¿£15,000 a year.

Is the position of the unbeneficed relatively so unhappy and 
so hopeless ? Take the majority of professional men beginning 
their careers. Do not doctors and lawyers have to wait long 
and patiently, sometimes in genteel penury, for the patients 
and briefs that, after all, may never come ? Considering 
how little is expected of the men who take orders, compared 
with the demands made on candidates for admission to other 
professions, the curates have little cause to grumble, except 
it may be at the greed of the higher dignitaries of their 
Church.

Here is a “ bitter cry ” from Horsted Keynes, where the 
young rector devotes one whole page (out of a total of two) 
in his parish magazine to an elaborate proof of his distressful 
circumstances. He admits that his living furnishes him with 
£37 5  a year and a house (and with other items not accounted 
for). But he has to pay his rates and taxes, and to keep his 
house in repair and his garden in order, and to remunerate 
a staff of servants, etc.

“ No wonder, poor man,” says the Christian World, “ he 
finds himself at last with very little income left. One would 
imagine from this pitiable plea that other people (who 
commonly have rent to pay) go scot free of rates and taxes 
and repairs. On the ingenious method of this country 
clergyman most of us could prove that our income is 
practically nil. However, with noble resignation he con­
cludes : ‘ In no sense are we complaining.’ We should 
think not!”

Can Protap Chunder Mozoomdar be called a Christian ? 
That might be a question of the hour, if anything apart from 
the war could just now command attention. Babu Bipin 
Chandra Pas, according tc Hem Chandra Sarkar, says that 
that there is really no ground for believing that Mozoomdar 
is a Christian in anything but name. He has come out as a 
religious reformer, and in some of his recent addresses and 
writings he uses expressions which are Christian ; but, like 
Keshub Chunder Sen, he uses them in a sense different from 
that of the Christian Church.

Though Mozoomdar has spoken of a personal relation with 
Christ, he has also used the same terms with reference to 
Buddha and Chatanya, so that, if the Christians can claim 
him, the Mohammedans might do likewise. ’Tis sad to 
think of it, but Protap Chunder Mozoomdar must be regarded 
as outside the pale. There is, it is said, an abandon about his 
language. We are sorry to hear it. He has, perhaps, been 
following too closely the diction of the Old Testament.

With great surprise, Mrs. Humphry Ward has discovered 
that Christians do not care to have the foundations of their 
faith assailed. She says: “ A critic tells us, perhaps, that 
certain portions of the Gospels or Acts are not history, but 
poetry and legend ; that the fourth gospel is the freely com­
posed work of an Ephesian Presbyter of the early second 
century ; that the book of Revelation is a Jewish apocalypse 
interwoven with Christian additions ; that even the Apostles’ 
Creed contains earlier and later deposits and statements of 
very different authority; and that the Nicene Creed is the pro­
duction of a Greek philosopher working on the soil of the 
Gospel—and instantly there is a cry that faith is attacked !”

Naturally enough, too, one would think. If that is not 
attacking the faith, what is? It is only, of course, a mere 
sample of possible criticism, but it is damaging enough as 
far as it goes.

We have read in the inspired Word of God that“ Damascus 
is taken away from being a city, and it shall be a ruinous 
heap.”  In the face of this solemn prophecy, gathered from 
the pages of Holy Writ, it does seem inexplicable that a full­
blown “ Reverend ” should announce as the title of a lecture 
“ Damascus the Immortal.” The name of the shepherd who 
is thus misguiding the lambs of Jesus Christ is the Rev. E. 
Haskett Smith, M.A., F .R .G .S ., and he is said to be the 
editor of Murray’s Handbook to Syria and Palestine. Students 
of the Freethinker who desire further information are referred 
to the current syllabus of the Hull Literary and Philosophical 
Society.

The Rev. A. W. Savory, vicar of Ilessle, near Hull, seems 
to be a very amiable person to entrust with the spiritual 
instruction of the rising generation. The Sculcoates Board 
of Guardians found it necessary to write to him the other day

respecting the chastisement of a seven-year-old lad, an wn \ 
of the cottage homes at Hessle, by a teacher at the rev. 
Church Sunday-school. Weals were found on the c£ ;; 
body and legs. The Rev. Savory writes back defending 
treatment, and stating that it was necessitated by the , , 
repeated disobedience and bad behavior” at the 
school.

Then says this tender-hearted, love-inspiring man of 
“ The children under my charge and care shall be tallp 
do right and behave well ; and if, in extreme cases, 
nothing for it but to follow the scriptural teaching of SP jjs 
not the rod,’ the rod shall not be spared.” Further 
that the seven-year-old boy deserved “ a jolly good ca. ^  
and suggests that the complaint of the guardians is e'i, -̂¿i 
meant as a “ throw at the Church of England.” Po°r 
of England, to be saddled with responsibility for the c 
of such an arrogant clerical brute 1

-----  • of
The Rev. W. H. Abraham, who is the vlcaratiofl# 

Augustine’s, spoke at the board meeting in condem11̂ ^  
his brother cleric’s letter, which another guardian 
was a very “  unsavory ”  letter indeed. The Eastern ¿Jitfi 
News has a sub-leader on this instance of clerical b g"i> 
and caustically inquires whether “ a jolly good ca ¡̂> 
the most suitable accompaniment to religious teach1 b 
befitting incident in a Sunday-school.

_____ j$iî
The British Weekly has a peculiar method of s„niJ 

up advertisements with its paragraphs, vV''!  ̂ e|1d 
times gives very amusing results. Thus, at ]l0rtl)",.t
one column last week, we read that “ very 
new building will be erected in connection W
L imping L adies and Gentlemen, who suffer iron' 
Bunions and Enlarged Toe Joints, should use,” et

n e r ic ^ jilDr. August Lowenstein contributes to the ^ inerl£  the 
of Sociology an article on crimes committed un . afl.Lj 
of fanatical religious beliefs. It is a shocking reiCaV-e'justlle( 
curious fact is that many of the fanatical sects 1 aI)J d " 
their deeds by very forcible appeals to scr'PLuravlllsi°^Scii! 
religious teaching. He commences with the “ k°n t0 cP' j 
a sect existing in Paris in 1760, who were wo ^ e i* , 
members in imitation of the fate of Jesus. I11 1 cN tfi \a|i 
of the “ Holy Men ” slew their sick children, bp̂  jjurtjw;, 
to be victims of demoniacal possession. In 187S a0 oik 
belonging to the “  Nazarenes ” killed his son a 
after the fashion contemplated by Abraham. )ljt

In 1870, says Dr. Lowenstein, one of the aod
Irkutsch convinced himself by prayer and

Lr 0P  b £)'- 
tö W><

scripture reading that to save his soul he nlU j n the & 
and accordingly he attempted self-crucifixion. t|iat 
ment of Tamboff, Russia, a peasant, convince: . & ¡¡eM
his soul a man must have a sin to repent of, • n1pei»^ 
with an axe in order to satisfy this high') ' j cref5. ■, o''1' 
dition. One of the sect called the “ . MUdifll> * 
twenty-five men, women, and children, 111
wife and babes. t'1*

. 1 s ect.5V i11 ica*. urifi
lzi • Ij UWLWoiliii iiiwiuivmO) aiwv/ujj 1 *f Oi .J v .1

Russian “ Scourgers,” who were in the hat»danceS’e ^ - v  
human sacrifices, cannibalistic feasts, erotic  ̂of ®.cjj r i 
lewd procedures, as a method of keeping the ttl1̂
their immortal souls. Also, he refers to J j  i11 
given to a species of self-mutilation ij1“ 10 . je ¡5 a1 
xix. 10-12. Altogether, Dr. Lowenstein s. aueiief Ilia' 
reading, as showing how easily religious 
balanced minds to suicide and crime.

Joseph Symes’s View- ,fl s°t,-
----- *---- - of '  <J

It seems that we are on the very p1!  is ’f
Africa, and we see no reason for changn g I?rita „ tWj 1” 
the Boers. We think, for once, that V rely b°£eti, £  
right, and wish her all success. We s ,c op 0p2 r.-
rulers in England will keep their we:\ i,;nati°1\fr,c 'v‘f tf! 
prepared for any onslaught from a con ¿Uf ? I1 , ¿I1 
European powers. There are peopl> f J M A
good blood for Great Britain, who be . 9 P ^
and would like to break up her emP factshi c°’»l‘'ll
heads of the empire arc fully alive to ^  plac®, ¡,1 a1 jtp ‘ , 
also hope that no bungling general w cttgnge1 ted ' ;i j
in South Africa. A war should never conU ,^c » ftp 
necessary; and then the fight S*10U ¡„..tion- ijicb 1 f e:fi 
possible skill, energy, and *  is ^ ^
enmity against the Boers ; but the 4 \\ | 1 4̂
upon the British for immediate deci rule . c ° d  
South Africa? If the British cannrt 
soon not be allowed to rule any^ vVOl-ld I j  fUi1’’
alone ; their defeat will not injure i liay p 
British would mean world-wide . typo 
Symcs, in the “ Liberator ”  ( Melbou
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

Sunday, October 29, Athenæum Hall, London, W.; 7‘3°> 
he Dream of God.”

‘ ovember 5, Athenæum Hall; 12, Birmingham ; 26, Camber­well,

To Correspondents.

*• Charles W a t t s ’s  L ecturing  E n gagem ents. *9’
nla*S°'v ; 30, Renfrew. November ., Atrd.e ; 2, MoUiewe , 3 
Carluke ; 5, Aberdeen ; 6 and 7. Dundee; 12, Liverpool, 19
ManbRnVe" ‘ December 10, Manchester , 1 £  Watts.¿  fester— All communications for Mr. L 
> u'd be sent to him at 24 . Carm.ma-road, Balham, s.v1C --" *

W
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be enefosgj reclulre ,̂ a stamped and addressed envelope must
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A.J L' Many thanks for your weekly batch of cuttings.

aSree ivquTT’—If you can show us that we ever contracted to 
v®nturi,,1 ! ad your opinions, we will apologise (at least) for

kvE XVn think indePendentiy-
k"her takAMS—Aou will probably see this answer, as your 
j>re,ut cie;|,0s bhc Freethinker every week. There has been a 
death om... °,ut Ingersoll in our columns of late because his
^ ‘ Vour ^  so recently. He was a great and good man.
read, ur father to let you ha ~- - -■  you have some of Ingersoll’s lectures to

0c,̂ ear of eJiie,r *s ra^er late in arriving-, but we are gladto
----------  -  at Stockton onJrt u. Mr. Cohen’s successful lectures preethought

Pro°ber >5- We know there is plenty of scope brighter
C P?ganda in that district. Next year w.U be a

, 'or our work all over the country.
j Thanks for full address.
G ' 1URTram.—Shall have attention.
4 u A,RREN—We regret to hear of the> d®â e° [ y°

Jottj "ndcr y°u our sympathy in your berea conveyed to
us. Lf'lm (Port Hope).—Your message has 

G, hanks for your vond

He(
your good wishes.

BAKER._See paragraph. We thank you t o  I  
er‘,, You are doing good work lor Free thought, and 

distress yourself because you cannot also g

Special.
R e a d e r s  of the Freethinker must pardon me for 
worrying them so much— as some may think—about 
the Freethought Publishing Company, Limited. I am 
not acting simply in my own interest, but in the interest 
of the Freethought movement, now and in the future. 
This enterprise, if it thoroughly succeeds, will be of the 
highest value. It will both develop our propaganda 
and place it, as far as possible, beyond the accident of 
anyone’s personality. For these reasons I venture to 
press the matter again and again upon my readers’ 
attention. I want to see the whole 5,000 Shares taken 
up before Christmas. Up to the present the applica­
tions are very gratifying and encouraging. Nearly 400 
Shares have been applied for during the past week. 
But there is still room for fresh subscribers, and I hope 
they will move in without unnecessary delay.

G. W . F o o t e .

fin"* .not
\ ^ Clal support.
1.9ŝ "'Phanks.

'be Cn ~~Rorry t° Lear of your trouble,
X, A mpany is concerned. , . whom
P'ease ° LlNA‘T'Your order is handed to Mr. o n e ,

X. 1  end direct in future. , ■ , value.
îcero'l“ book you mention is not of a n y scholars all

fRise ^ s  a very eloquent speaker and writer.Per-„ n's exn..: •• -
<UhaUl

Never mind, as far as 
We take the will for the deed.

his oy v.e(y eloquent speaker and writer; scholars a 
ality qu!sitc Latinity ; bui he was a very unsatisfying 
ere is nRd oven of his moral compositions it may be said___ composition-

ty of fine leafage and little fruitI,c ”* “larcus Aurelius is worth the who c
ln'0t v  Foote, who wasYour 1-“  sent on to Mr. rooic,

lay
Substantially,

)’oû J'ron1 j Q° ar letter was
>^c'ohoSe your We have only time and space to note that 
'• " er 29) ......lecturinir at r,ml,nrwpll. to-davWith "S  at Station-road, Camberwell, to-day 

a L'cture by Mr. Pack.
We hope your prospects will soon 

1 CouM1.11? can do Hie impossible. We are sure you 
take fifty Shares.

eVer mind 
‘ you°ae.°fu s

u Sh'en i,10' . th" ,ast moments of the Freethinkers youb s'Ven in s, g last moments of the free 
H cRIVrd _,, '■  vuote’s Infidel Death-Beds.-

'nPvi ri?1 ÌJeaSon— s Newspaper—Huddersfield Examiner 
N-, eWsG S edacht.. 'S,<rrator—Newcastle Evening Chronicle 
TV,!6 of v° Wori 1 * f’uople (New York)—Eastern Morn- 

Iti , Un Tim,. 1 s7Tq ruthseeker (New York)—Freidenker
eskyteri-,„ „ydney Bulletin—Crescent—Der Arme 

'"Public Opinion.
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subscription is
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at No. 377 Strand, 
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Sugar Plums.
Mr. Foote lectures at the Athena:um Hall this even­
ing (Oct. 29), taking for his subject “ The Dream of God.”

In spite of the wretched fog, a good audience assembled 
at the Athenasum Hall last Sunday evening, when Mr. Foote 
lectured on “ A Freethinker’s View of the White War in 
South Africa.” After the lecture there were some questions, 
which were followed by discussion. Three speakers took the 
platform, but did not answer any part of the lecture. They 
simply delivered their views on the Transvaal question. In 
each case they were strong pro-Boers, who considered the 
lecturer a partisan because he did not denounce everything 
Britisli and praise everything Boerish. They had not the 
least idea that they were partisans themselves. The last of 
these three critics, a young man, spoke with a most amusing 
air of God-Almighty cocksureness, having no conception of 
the complexity of human affairs or the complexity of human 
character.

Mr. Foote took the view, broadly, that the real quarrel in 
South Africa was about Dutch and British ascendancy, and 
that racial passions and ambitions would never be curbed by 
religion. Only when reason superseded faith, and humanity 
superseded theology, would war tend to cease. Meanwhile, 
the great thing was to spread Freethought. To try to stem 
the war-fever at present, either amongst Boers or Britishers, 
was just like howling at the northern blast or making faces 
at the midday sun. For the rest, it was not true that the 
fault was all on one side it was on botli sides, and British 
rapacity was matched by Boer obstinacy and lack of 
progressive statesmanship.

Last Sunday Mr. Charles Watts lectured three times in Hull 
to capital audiences. Friends were present from Grimsby, 
Beverley, and other places within twelve miles. We are 
pleased to hear that Mr. Watts was in good form, and that 
on each occasion he was enthusiastically applauded.

To-day, Sunday, October 29, Mr. Watts lectures three 
times in Glasgow, and during the week he lectures in 
Renfrew, Airdrie, Motherwell, and Carluke.

Members of the Secular Society, Limited, will please note 
that the Annual Meeting will take place at the Manchester 
Hotel, Aldersgate-street, London, E.C., on Wednesday even­
ing, November 15, at 8 o’clock." Mr. Foote, as Chairman of 
the Board of Directors, will preside and read the Annual 
Report, which will afterwards, no doubt, be printed with the 
balance-sheet. Formal notices will be sent to members by 
post, with proxy forms, which can be filled in so as to give 
the proxy vote to Mr. Foote, on behalf of the Board. This 
only applies, of course, to members who cannot attend 
personally. We may add that the member’s signature on 
a proxy form must bo written over a penny stamp and attested
by a witness. -----

Freethinkers who are inclined to leave something in their 
wills to the Secular Society, Limited—which is, so to speak, 
the legal fortress of the National Secular Society—may be 
glad to have a form of bequest for their guidance. The 
following, as a special clause in a will, has been drawn up 
by the Society’s solicitors : “ I give and bequeath to the 
Secular Society, Limited, the sum of £ —, free from Legacy 
Duty, and I direct that a receipt signed by two members 
of the Board of the said Society and the Secretary thereof 
shall be a good discharge to my Executors for the said Legacy. ” 
This is short and simple, and perfectly sufficient.

A Glasgow Freethinker, who has taken Shares in the 
Freethought Publishing Company, Limited, in sending his 
remittance to the Secretary, writes as follows : “  I wish to
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ask you to convey to Mr. Foote, and all helping in the 
masterstroke for the cause, my best thanks for their work 
on behalf of mental freedom. My duty to others compels me 
to lie low and take the coward’s place in the fight ; but I hope 
—and work—for the time when I will be able to stand on my 
own feet and be a man. I f  in the near future I am able to 
take more Shares, and they are not all taken up by others, I 
will again write you with enclosure.” This gentleman is not 
such a coward as he seems to imagine. Those who are free 
to fight in the open for Freethought must not give themselves 
airs of superiority over others, who may be just as brave, but 
are bound, perhaps by many strong ties, to silence and in­
action. If those who are thus unfortunately placed help the 
cause financially, as they can do without any sort of publicity, 
they perform what is possible, and that is all which can be 
expected of the best of us. It is those who do nothing in any 
form that are a scandal to a movement.

Mrs. Ingersoll, in acknowledging the vote of condolence 
sent to her by the National Secular Society’s Executive, 
writes as follows to the Secretary : “ My Dear Miss Vance,— 
With sincere gratitude and appreciation my daughters and I 
acknowledge the receipt of your beautiful and tender letter, 
and of the resolutions passed at the Executive meeting of the 
National Secular Society. It is indeed a consolation to know 
that our overwhelming sorrow is shared by my dear husband’s 
English admirers and comrades in the struggle for intellectual 
liberty. With assurance of our heartfelt thanks, I am, faith­
fully yours, E va A. Ingersoll.”

The National Secular Society’s Executive, at its last meet­
ing, on Thursday evening, October 19, resolved to subscribe 
one guinea towards the Fund which is being raised on behalf 
of the widow and children of the late Tom McCarthy, and 
also requested the President (Mr. Foote) to bring the matter 
before the Freethought party through the Freethinker. It 
will be best to let the contributions of our party go into 
the Fund together. We, therefore, beg those who intend 
to subscribe to send their donations to the N.S.S. Treasurer, 
Mr. S. Hartmann, 21 Australian-avenue, London, E.C., who 
will acknowledge them in our columns. The late Tom 
McCarthy was, we understand, a Freethinker. Anyhow he 
gave his life to the cause of the people, and his devotion 
should be recognised in the only way that is now possible. 
We cheerfully add our own half-guinea to the N .S .S . Execu­
tive’s subscription.

The Humanitarian League has sent round a press notice 
to the effect that it will be happy to supply applicants with 
free copies of Mr. Foote’s Shadow of the Sword, which shows 
the terrible cost and suffering caused by war. It is amusing 
to see Mr. Foote’s name dropped out of this notice, even in 
newspapers like the Echo. We suppose it would never do 
to admit that any good thing could come from the President 
of the National Secular Society.

Mr. L. K. Washburn is now the sole proprietor, as well as 
editor, of the Boston Investigator, the oldest Freethought 
paper in America, which will soon be celebrating its 
seventieth birthday. In the last number before us Mr. Wash­
burn makes a moving appeal for financial support. He says 
—and we know it to be true—that it is hard to work and pay 
yourself ; and he asks the Investigator readers to find him a 
fund of ten thousand dollars, so that he may keep his fine 
old flag Hying as bravely as ever. We hope he will get it.

Zola spent his enforced leisure in England in finishing his 
novel entitled Fécondité (Fecundity), which we hope to review 
in an early number of the Freethinker. An English version 
is being prepared, but not by Mr. Vizetelly, who says that 
“ English public opinion—prejudice, hypocrisy, call it what 
you w ill”—would not stand a faithful rendering, and he 
declines to “ maim and mangle ”  the book for the English 
market.

Helen Gardener, who has been rusticating in Orange county, 
New York, avers that this is a true tale. We have always 
believed it :—A Mr. Cole, who lives near here (that is, in Orange 
county), was a great swearer by habit. Also he was high- 
tempered. Likewise he had a deficient vocal implement, 
which was due to his “ palate.”  Hence he talked queerly and 
resented any fun made of him on this account. lie  got “ con­
verted ” in Ny wburg at a revival. The converts were called on 
to “ bear testimony ” at the end of the revival. His turn came, 
with this result: “ Brother Cole, will you now' bear testimony 
fortheLord?” BrotherCole: “ I hank (thank) the’ord (Lord) 
for wha e’s done for me.” Voice across room : “ Will Brother 
Cole speak a little louder? We want his testimony to 
encourage the younger ones who have come to the fold since 
he found grace.” Brother Cole (with voice elevated): “ I
hank the ’ord for wat lie’s done for me, and I-----” Another
voice, of deacon up front: “ Brother Cole, we can’t hear you 
up here. A little louder, please.” Brother Cole (on his car, 
and suspecting a “ guy,” voice lifted to a roar): “ I said 1 
hank the ’ord for wat lie’s done for me ! Now, damn you, 
did you hear that ?”—Truthseeker ( N ew York) .

The Christian Religion in the 
Walworth-road.
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.„in ° f  cutting cheese with a wire. He cannot, 
W i v CCess< aPP!y Oriental ethics to the every-day 
tion f0rS '/e the Walworth-road. Hence his admira- 
^ a s Y  k ^.ev' Mr. MacHellcinders, who instructs 
^ernfifu6 were of yesterday and the facts were 
that prof .edition journalism. Hence the delight of 
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ent
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':Jy  prj r,sbs ¡n . / : Marley admits that the Confessor
V tinir concern n? Sty Pry*nfi int0 other people’s 
;ti ^ u lriSins oferas (P;, 66). In examining people 
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I “ Thon‘lnsi which God forbids by this com-
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‘°ll0„. ' act enough in questioning them ”

¡s I"**  for
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co tK. urn the « ^ 1  .......... .*.•»h-C°Hld u'c niosi " i 6 most bashful young man in 
i ‘Iei(jniSht ^'Sffusting and shameless Paul
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“0 ct|t r,rDeit)r> bee,, e „ . ,K of tbeb a reni foreseen, the Confessional,

• Mar|Very WorU/ / ° r vicc and Crin1C’ is rather 
says . mds, and a frightful parent

Let Confessors take notice,

that never more than at present, this doctrine [of 
penances] ought to be practised; for A CA RN A L, 
S E N S U A L , and E picurean L IF E  W A S N E V E R  SO
M UCH IN PRACTICE AMONG C A T H O L IC S  AS A T  PRESENT 
\i.e ., in the year a . d . 17 4 3 ]” (p. 441).

Here we have an open confession that the more Popery, 
the more carnality and sensuality abound ; for Popery 
had then been in operation for about 1,400 years ; and 
be it noted that it was among Catholics, not Protes­
tants, heretics, and unbelievers, that those sins abounded 
and prevailed more than ever before. As Martin Marley, 
D .D ., was one of the duly-authorised teachers of even 
the confessors of the Church, we dare not call in ques­
tion his verdict upon the moral corruption of that 
Church. The state of the Church was horrible prior 
to 1743 ; he says it was worse then than ever before ; 
and I see no reason why we should not say that it is 
now (1899) worse than ever. I f  it is not so, Secular 
influences must have checked its downward course, or 
else it must have long since reached the lowest possible 
depth of wickedness, and can, therefore, grow no worse.

Many Romanists cannot believe, or pretend not to 
believe, that the priests corrupt or seduce women in the 
confessional, at or in confession or by means of confes­
sion ! The records of the Church are plentifully illus­
trated with cases, cases quite innumerable. It would 
be a marvellous fact in human history if the priests, 
bachelor priests, and their female penitents had gener­
ally withstood the temptations the Church has so care­
fully prepared for them. No worse incentives to 
debauchery can ever be invented or imagined than 
those offered in the confessional, the nunneries etc. 
We must perforce conclude that Romish priests and 
Romish women are very much worse or very much 
better than other people, if they do not indulge in 
wholesale debauchery, considering the circumstances. 
The facts are all against them.

But let us hear what Liguori, their saint, and Moran’s 
special doctor and teacher, has to say upon this ques­
tion. Whoever will take up Liguori’s second volume, 
pp. 552-539, will find that he devotes almost seventeen 
pages to a Dissertation on Soliciting Confessors, or those 
priestly confessors who solicit and entice their female 
penitents to crime. Is it possible Liguori should have 
written all that without cause, and if such crime were 
not committed? Here, again, I am using the very 
highest authority they can name. Liguori first quotes 
a bull of Gregory X V ., published in 1622, which declares 
“  that all priests, whether secular or regular, ought to 
be denounced, who shall have tempted persons, whoso­
ever they may be, to shameful actions, whether with 
themselves or with others, howsoever perpetrated, in 
the act of sacramental confessions....... even........if con­
fession does not follow, or without the occasion of con­
fession, in the confessional or in any place whatsoever 
where confessions may be heard or (which) may be 
selected for hearing confession, pretending to hear con­
fessions in the same (in order to) solicit or to incite, or 
shall have had illicit and shameful talk or conversation 
with them.”

This passage of itself shows up in glaring light the 
actual character of the confessional, and must have 
been based upon a wide and intimate knowledge of 
what had been done thereat. In fact, we should regard 
it as the confession of a past-master in .the art of con­
fession, as the priest making a clean breast of it. It is 
from the bull of a pope, who may well be supposed to 
know from personal experience the real horrors of the 
confessional. The passage reveals as actualities what 
every rational person would expect to be the fruits of 
auricular confession. The bull was not issued without 
L-ood reasons, as we shall probably see.

Liguori, having quoted Gregory X V ., goes on to 
discuss and elaborate the several points and provisions 
of the bull. Here are some of Liguori’s points 
Whether he should be denounced who solicits a woman, 
asking that he may hear her to-morrow. Whether he 
who having heard a woman’s frailty, afterwards solicits 
her at home [should be denounced]. Please mark that. 
W h a t  if a confessor should solicit in the confessional, 
in,t without simulating confession. Whether a con­
fessor should be denounced who yields 
woman Whether soliciting bishops ought 
denounced. [The general feeling of the authorities is 
•imiinst i t !] Whether a confessor [should be denounced]

to a soliciting 
to be
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who solicits a woman to induce another woman to sin 
with him, or induce her to sin with another man.

From this we learn that the confessional has been 
used for procuration; that is, that the confessors 
become pimps, and even turn their penitents into pimps. 
This from an enemy would be denounced by the Papists 
as the vilest conceivable slander. I take it from their 
saint, Liguori (M oral Theology, vol. ii., p. 527, col. 1]. 
Nothing worse can be said of any man or of any institu­
tion than Liguori, by implication, says of priestly 
confessors and of the Romish confessional. Many 
persons have alleged against both the most scandalous 
immorality and crime that can be conceived ; and after 
what I have quoted from Liguori there can be no reason 
for doubting the very worst that has been said of the 
priest in confession. We cannot, for a moment, believe 
those who would defend the confessors or the con­
fessional, especially after what Liguori has taught 
respecting lying and false swearing. Truth and con­
science must be very different things to a Romanist 
corrupted by his religious teaching, to what they are to 
people who regard candor, strict truth, and honor as the 
highest virtues, and who would scorn to shuffle.

Popish dogmas, Peter’s Supremacy, Catholicity, Infalli­
bility, Unchangeability, Transubstantiation, Absolution, 
Indulgences—these are such manifest and transparent 
lies that nothing but the most crooked, shuffling, and 
specious Jesuitry can defend them, even to the satis­
faction of the priests’ own dupes. All this is frightfully 
corrupting to morals. But, in addition to all this, the 
priests have invented and run the most absolutely 
abominable, corrupting, and degrading institution the 
world ever knew, Auricular Confession. Nothing else 
ever plunged human beings to such a depth of degrada­
tion, filth, and crime.

—Liberator. J  os. S ym es.

Crime Amongst Church Members.

S ome time since I was told that R. G. Ingersoll had 
made the statement that “  where Infidelity prevails to 
the greatest extent there is the highest type of civilisa­
tion, and that where religion prevails largely there is the 
least civilisation and my informant made the assertion 
that Ingersoll told what was not true, and that anyone 
who knew anything about the matter knew that the 
statement was untrue. Being of an inquiring mind, I 
took the trouble to examine the compendium of the 
eleventh census, 1890, from which I find that in the 
States and Territories, where religion prevails most 
largely, or at least where there are the most Church 
communicants, there is the greatest increase in crime, 
and a greater per cent, of the population are criminals 
than in other States. Below I give some of the results 
of my examination of the report:—

New Mexico—Per cent, of population who are Church 
communicants, 68.85 ; prisoners, 1 in every 749 ; increase in 
crime, 299.70 per cent.

Utah—Percent, of population who are Church communi­
cants, 61.62 ; prisoners, 1 in 773 ; increase in crime, 221.89 
per cent.

Arizona—Per cent, of population who are Church communi­
cants, 45.24 ; prisoners, 1 in 238 ; increase in crime, 153.05 
per cent.

South Carolina—Per cent, of population who are Church 
communicants, 44.17 ; prisoners, 1 in 972 ; increase in crime, 
^3-59 Per cent. *

Rhode Island—Per cent, of population who are Church 
communicants, 42.84 ; prisoners, 1 in 617 ; increase in crime, 
41.^5 per cent.

North Carolina—Per cent, of population who are Church 
communicants, 42.35 ; prisoners, 1 in 791 ; increase in crime, 
12.03 Per cent.

Massachusetts—Per cent, of population who are Church 
communicants, 42.11 ; prisoners, 1 in 426 ; increase in crime, 
16.46 per cent.

Connecticut—Per cent, of population who are Church com­
municants, 42.11 ; prisoners, 1 in 727 ; increase in crime, 
19.25 per cent.

Minnesota—Per cent, of population who are Church com­
municants, 40.91 ; prisoners, 1 in 1,260 ; increase in crime, 
46.52 per cent.

Now, be it noted that the above States and territories 
all have from forty to sixty-eight per cent, of Church 
communicants, and that crime is on the increase. Com­
pare the record with the following States whose Church 
members do not exceed in any case thirty-five per cent.
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of the population, and where crime is on the decre^
Wyoming—Per cent, of population who are Chute1̂  

municants, 19.28; prisoners, 1 in 820; decrease in 
65.75 percent. _ jlh?

California—Per cent, of population who are Chut 
municants, 23.23 ; prisoners, i to 356; decrease 
8.10 per cent. u

Nebraska—Per cent, of population who are Chut >> 
municants, 18.36; prisoners, 1 to 1,6 16 ; decrease 1

in $

25.15 per cent.
Michigan—I

municants, 27.20 ; prisoners, 1 to 971 ; decrease
Michigan—Per cent, of population who are Cliu,r̂ .f;-

11.90 per cent. , j , ¡T
Vermont—Per cent, of population who are Cnu.̂  cfic: 

municants, 31.98; prisoners, 1 to 1,662; decrease 
22.42 per cent. e (W

West Virginia—Per cent, of population who a 
communicants, 24.90 ; prisoners, 1 to 1,695 > decrea 
6.20 per cent. .

Ohio—Percent, of population who are Churcli 
cants, 31.10  ; prisoners, i to 262 ; decrease in ernn 1
cent.211 l. <

Illinois—Per cent, of population who are Churc 1 ^  f 
cants, 31.43 ; prisoners, 1 to 972 ; decrease in enn >
cent; . . .  . r ilUrch £

Mississippi—Per cent, of population who are c ¡p 
municants, 33.39 ; prisoners, 1 to 1,095 ! decreas

t#

21.16 per cent. .
Now, it is obvious to anyone with a £ ral l̂Ust 

that where crime is on the decrease there 
higher type of manhood, a higher degree 
tion, than where crime is on the increase. t|ieje r , 

I have taken the trouble to add together ^  . 
centages of population, and to strike an » 
dividing their sum by the number of State iodf'j 
In the first group, from Mexico to M in n e so ^ ^ s  1̂  
the professing Christian population forint . 
cent, of the whole, and there is one crirnl c0pd s^r 
723 of the total population ; while in the e t l L;  
from W yoming to Mississippi, inclusive, "  the 
centage of communicants is but twenty 
only one criminal in 1,169 . T -u not

That religion is the cause of crime I 'v\ e\\g'0<!^ r 
but it has been proven conclusively tha t'j*
not prevent crime. One thing is certain» 
the religious bodies throughout the w arent f|d 
social and economic system that iŝ  the P jj0le 
tenths of all the crime and misery in the . gfof j .

Is it not about time this nation quit P»y g. S1|c 
lains ?

— Truthseeker (New York).

A Samoan’s Logic. . ¥
. „1 t K /

T he untutored savage is sometimes more pibj,c 
most orthodox Puritan in his application p ra1icisC° ^  (
or story. A correspondent of the San %v;tfi ft 
tells the following tale of his expenen c0in ^ 1>\ p. 
South Sea Islander. H e.says:
guard protecting the United States c ^ jict 
writer was furnished with a native fore® v-as 5 1  prV 
whose familiarity with the environin'- ^ tl>e 
recommend them for use as scouts. ^  ,,uile nv ¿filLsi», 
of the first Sundays passed on shore» uion"- red , -J• 
was lying behind the barricades expcc tjjiristin‘ ■ . i-; 
attacked, these gentle and guileless g a ̂ ( fleCeS%t 
permission, through a missionary wb° hard') .grpsp"., 
consulate, to sing a few hymns. , „.¡urine ’’’Lk 
me to add that they were refused. 1„/these n ¡npe** ft?± 
disgust a few days later to see one al,d ■> 0f 
converts hideously bedaubed with Pa . c hea „¡a) ̂ ¡J';ui 
naked, carrying through the streets 0Wn 
(who, in this case, was said to be the ‘
of Christian spirit and brotherly s0r in gfpn pf .J 
having been severed by the then nidy .V
morning,

into semi-barbarism, 1 was t°|d> »hat *t < ¿0 Ji''

answer by quoting the fifty‘ 6 ho0k . „ ,
seventeenth chapter of the first aSk> 
gospel according to St. John, al1 . t0re tj)

- ‘ nh. if. as the Scnvu.a g(i~

°%
a Vc s»)'5’ tbej »t. -tf

l ’s chosen, cut off the head 01. apd ^^»ar 
Goliath, whom lie killed in / jreW'* 4 it 
Simon Peter, the apostle of Cfins'» vaiit, 
off the ear of the high PrIt;^,s 
why then did God approve ?

truth and triumph, Jf ,  as J h ^ s c r i ^  c n ^ f i i ^ ^
God
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Our Father in Heaven.

10  Gon, have mercy !” a mother cried 
As she humbly knelt at the cradleside;  ̂

O God have mercy, and hear my pray’r, 
And take my babe in thy tender care.
The Angel of Death is in the room,

come. 
1

And is calling aloud for my babe to 
Thou, thou alone, hast power to save 
O God, have mercy ! ’tis all I cra\c .

A tiny grave ’neath the willow’s shade 
Telleth the answer the Merciful made.

“ O Father in Heaven, protect rny boy _
From the wiles of folly, from sin s decoy ,
I'rom the snares of temptation on hie s ■
Guard him, and keep him pure for thee.
So a mother prayed as her darling one 
Went forth to battle the world alone 
Alone, save the blessing his mother gave,
And that prayer to God to keep and sav t .

A murderer’s gibbet, high in air,
Answered the tender mother’s prayer.

A father and mother knelt them dow n
*°gether before the Eternal One, Heaven
And, with trusting hearts, implored t 
WoulJ guard the flower its grace Aad give 
^  °uld keep their blossoming daughte p 
And guard her aye from the tempter s lure,
* . from every stain would keep her rc 

s the lilies that bloom in eternity.

A self-sla;n lost one, seduced, betrayed, 
as the only answer Heaven made.

A beautiful maiden knelt to pray 
°r the life of a loved one far away 

V ’̂ay in the fields where life and death 
? an£  Poised in the scales that tip with a breat 
nV Father of Mercies, protect the heart 
w ,hltn I love from the focman’s dart. j
When the death-bolts ride on the c h a r g i n g  heiu, 
c thou his strength and guide and slue •

Entangled corpse and a soldier’s g«?ve 
s the answer the Father of Mercies g<

Ami ?,‘Sht w’as dark on the ocean’s breast, 
\V,Jhe waves rolled high in wild unrest,
To!,Cre ,a lately  bark was dashing 011 
Aroifj a breaker’s crest, with her ruddei g 
Thr. nJ lhe capstan, in wild despair,
To J rew had gathered and joined in prayc 
And l,ni..w*'0 only had power to save 

deliver them from a watery grave.

ant  ̂a gulping wave alone 
he answer of the Omnipotent One.

Av t e , of n>ght, in the city’s heart,
The reiS ned over home and ma1,retienri 1 over nome ana r
0ld ^ranntvi )lJ,rst from his secret place 
f  t then hou a things in his fierce eml 
!■’ heaven fn niany a frenzied prayer 
Thr h°nies i f  safety rent the air !
11 a6 hames Vu°  ̂ 'ves ! for loves !—and tl 

•Pen 1» at crisped them sneered,

H  * * •

hold hom'unds’ and loved ones crisped and charre 
j, heaven the prayers had heard.

P nce sort-Car' lest dawn of nature’s birth, 
ln?rh sun 1,>W and sin first darken’d earth, 
m.hcre’p ,° sun, from pole to pole, 
lr'e hreev,.'0 'Vaves of Humanity roll,
1?as Snivel r? ,c this planet wears 
A cl? hour d and echoed with countless prayers. 
Trillion na nThiion knees are bent,
5 ere’s not ^ers to heaven are sent.
Ti'11c humui1 Summcr beam but sees
h„?re‘s no. ® supplant on his knees ;
Tl, 'vafts a hreeze tliat passes by 
St u ̂ anis snlofaithful praver on hie
Anj s?em, - m,lc

prayer on high.
. -ms on> and heaven serene

\Vi lhe h ' s though no prayers had been ;
'cn m -,.-es murmur as still they wave, „ 

n »s powerless, Heaven cannot save.

C h a r le s  S t ev e n so n .

The National Secular Society.

Report of Executive meeting, held at the Society’s office, on 
Thursday, October 19, 1899 ; the President, Mr. G. W. 
Foote, in the chair. There were present :—Messrs. E. Bater, 
S. Hartmann, C. Watts, W. Heaford, J . Neate, T. Thurlow, 
E. W. Quay, W. Leat, H. Brown, T. Wilmot, E. E. Sims, 
and the Secretary (Miss Vance).

Minutes of previous meeting read and confirmed. The 
London County Council’s by-laws, affecting the sale of 
literature in the parks under their control, were discussed, 
and the President advised the delegates present to consult 
their respective branches, and report to the next meeting.

The Secretary was instructed to write to Rochdale con­
cerning the proposed formation of a branch in that town.

An appeal from the committee who are raising a fund for 
the widow and children of the late Tom McCarthy was read, 
and it was resolved : “ That this Society contributes £ 1  is. 
towards the Fund, and asks its President, the editor of the 
Freethinker, to make a statement concerning the appeal in 
that paper.”

The Camberwell delegate reported the recent disturbances 
in Brockwell Park ; other matters of business were dealt with, 
and the meeting closed.

E dith M. V ance, Secretary.

The Tom McCarthy Fund.

Dock W harf R iverside and General W orkers’ U nion.
T he death of Tom McCarthy has left a void in the ranks of 
labor. Seeing the usefulness of his life, and the readiness 
with which he gave of his life and labors to the movements 
jointly working in the interests of humanity, we feel sure that 
gratitude for his many services will prompt a ready recogni­
tion of obligation to the widow and children of the deceased.

A strong committee has been organised to raise a fund on 
behalf of those left, and your hearty assistance is urgently 
requested. All amounts collected will be acknowledged in 
the Press.

We shall be glad to work conjointly with any district 
committee which may be formed for the purpose of collecting 
funds.

We do not think it necessary to give biographical details, 
but feel his work is the best testimony of his worth, and the 
claim upon our sympathies is for the children who are left 
without a father, and the mother who is left without a 
husband.

We trust there will be a prompt response to our appeal, as 
help quickly rendered is the best.

The names of the members of the committee are as 
follows John Burns, M.P., L.C.C., W. Steadman, M.P., 
L.C.C., S. Woods, M.P., Ben Cooper, L.C.C., C. Freak, 
L.C.C., W. Crooks, L.C.C., H. M. Hyndman, Tom Mann, 
Ben Tillett, J . McDonald, G. Barnes, II. Brill, I. Mitchell, 
Tom Chambers, Percy Alden, S. Lidgett, J. Sexton, W. 
Hugh, W. Stevenson,). Deller, J .  Scurr, A. M. Thompson 
J. Clayton, B. Alpass, IT. Quelch, J. Spargo, W. Thorne, 
H. Orbell, W. Gorman, T. Davies, A. J .  Evans, J .  Wignall, 
H. Seer, W. Harris, C. Bowerman, F. Brien, F. Foster.

Ben T ili.ett, Secretary.
T om Mann, Chairman.
S. W oods, M.P., Treasurer.

Kindly address all communications to Ben Tillett, 425 Mile 
End-road, London.

SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.
otices o f  Lectu res, etc., m ust reach us by fir s t  p o st on T u esday, 

a n d  be m arked “ Lecture N o tic e ," i f  not sent on p ost-card .]

LONDON.
Pub Atiienajum Hall (73 Tottenham Court-road, W.): 7.30,
W. Foote, “ The Dream of God. ”
JRADLAUGH Club and Institute (36 Newington Green-road, 
It’s Pond): 8.30, A Concert.
"a m ber w ell  (North Camberwell Hall, 61 New Church-road): 
o, Mrs. Bradlaugh Bonner, "Sunday."
Jouth London Ethical Society (Masonic Hall, Camberwell 
w-road): 7, John M. Robertson, “ Barbaric Survivals in Ethics." 
Vest London Ethical Society (Empress Rooms, Royal 
lace Hotel, High-street, Kensington, W.): n , Dr. Stanton Coit, 

, -----.¡„„’i. ‘ Citv of God.’ ’’

OrEN-AiR Propaganda.
AMBERWELL (Station-road): 11.30, E. Pack.
. L. E. S. (Peckham R ye): 11.15 , Mr. Newland. 
ICTORIA Park (near the Fountain): 3.15, C. Cohen. 
” ----- vtctod /r*— F.mhankment): n.TO, H. I]T T ___ j .  ..

Birmingham 
Willie D^son I 
Atheism.”

COUNTRY.
Branch (Prince of Wales Assembly Rooms): 
1, "The Ethics of Evolution"; 7, " A Defence of
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Chatham Secular Society (Queen’s-road, New Brompton ) : 
2.45, Sunday School ; 7, Monthly Entertainment.

Glasgow (iio Brunswick-street): C. Watts— 11.30, “ Secular 
View of Existence 2.30, “ Emancipation of Thought 6.30, 
“ Colonel Ingersoll as I Knew Him.”

Huddersfield (No. 5 of Friendly and Trades’ Club, Northum- 
berland-street): H. Percy Ward— 11, "M an ’s Reason and God’s 
Revelation 3, “ Ingersoll and his Gospel ” ; 6.30, “ Shall we Live 
After we are D ead?"

Hull (2 Room, Friendly Societies’ Hall, Albion-street) : 7, 
Gustav Smith, “ Onward we Go. ”

Leicester Secular Society (Humberstone-gate) : 6.30, L. 
Small, B.Sc., “ What do we Know of G od ?”

Liverpool (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square) : 7, Dr. Nicolson, 
“ The Evolution of Israel.”

Manchester Secular Hall (Rusholme-road, All Saints) : 
Joseph McCabe—3, “ The Modern Je w ” ; 7, “ Life in the French 
Arm y.” Tea at 5.

Newcastle-on-Tyne (1 Grainger-street) : 3, Members’ Meeting.
South Shields (Captain Duncan's Navigation Schools, Market­

place) : 7, Readings.

Lecturers’ Engagements.
C. C ohen, 17 Osborne-road, High-road, Leyton.— October 29, 

a., Victoria Park. November 5, Chatham. 12, Sheffield. 19 and 
26, Athenaeum, Tottenham Court-road.

H. Pe r c y  W ar d , 2 Leamington-place, George-street, Balsa 11 
Heath, Birmingham.—October 29, Huddersfield. November 5, 
Birmingham. 12 and 19, Manchester. 26, Birmingham. Decem­
ber 17, Birmingham.

POSITIVISM.
“ Reorganisation, without god or king, by the systematic 

worship o f Humanity. ”
Information and publications on the Religion of Hum anity 

may be obtained free on application to the Church of 
Hum anity, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

FLOW ERS OF FREETHOUGHT
BY

G. W. Foote.

Second Series (cloth), 2s. 6d

Contents :— Luscious Piety—The Jewish Sabbath— God’s Day 
— Professor Stokes on Immortality—Paul Bert—Converting a 
Corpse— Bradlaugh’s Ghost—Christ and Brotherhood—The Sons 
of God— Melchizedek—S ’w’elp me God— Infidel Homes—Are 
Atheists Cruel ?—Are Atheists Wicked ?— Rain Doctors— Pious 
Puerilities— “ Thus saith the L o rd ”— Believe or be Damned— 
Christian Charity— Religion and Money— Clotted Bosh— Lord 
Bacon on Atheism—Christianity and Slavery—Christ Up to Date 
— Secularism and Christianity—Altar and Throne— Martin Luther 
—The Praise of Folly—A  Lost Soul— Happy in Hell—The Act of 
God— Keir Hardie on Christ— Blessed be ye Poor—Converted 
Infidels— Mrs. Booth’s Ghost—Talmage on the Bible— Mrs. 
Besant on Death and After—The Poets and Liberal Theology— 
Christianity and Labor— Duelling—An Easter E g g  for Christians 
— Down among; the Dead Men—Smirching a Hero— Kit Marlowe 
and Jesus Christ—Jehovah the Ripper— The Parson's Living 
W age— Did Bradlaugh Backslide ? — Frederic Harrison on 
Atheism—Save the Bible !— Forgive and Forget—The Star of 
Bethlehem—The Great Ghost—Atheism and the French Revolu­
tion— Piggottism—Jesus at the Derby—Atheist Murderers—A  
Religion for Eunuchs— Rose-Water Religion.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Ingersoll’s Great Lecture.

T H E  D E V I L
Price 6d. post free.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

ST A N T O N , the People’s Dentist, 335 Strand (opposite Somerset 
House). T E E T H  on V U L C A N IT E , 2s. 6d, each ; upper or 

lower set, £ 1 .  Best Quality, 4s. each ; upper or lower, £ 2 . 
Completed in four hours when required ; repairing or alterations 
in two hours. If you pay more than the above, they are fancy 
charges. Teeth on platinum, 7s. 6d. each ; on 18 ct. gold, 15s. ; 
stopping, 2s. 6d. $ extraction, is. ; painless by gas, 5s.

W orks by the late R. G. Ingersoll'

T he House of Death. 
Funeral Orations and A d ­
dresses. Handsomely printed 
and bound, is.

T he Devil. 6d. 
S uperstition. 6d.
Defence of F reethougiit. 

A  Five Hours’ Speech at the 
Trial of C. B. Reynolds for 
Blasphemy. 6d. 

S hakespeare. 6d.
T iie G ods. 6d.
T he Holy B ible. 6d.
Reply to Gladstone. With 

a Biography by J. M. Wheeler. 
4d.

R ome or Reason ? A  Reply 
to Cardinal Manning. 4d. 

Crimes against C riminals. 
3<J.

Oration on W alt W hitman.
3d.

Oration on V oltaire. 3d. 
Abraham L incoln. 3d.
Paine the Pioneer. 2d. 
Humanity’s Debt to T homas 

Paine. 2d.
E rnest R enan and J esus 

Christ. 2d.
T rue R eligion. 2d.
T hree Philanthropists. 2d. 
L ove the R edeemer. 2d.

London: R. Forder, 28

W iiat is R eligion? •' 
Is S uicide a S in ? 2i‘ j, 
L ast W ords on Suicî  
God and the State. * .,■

■ AON05AN

AGI*'

Ref'Î "

W hy am I 
Part I. 2d.

W iiy  am I an
Part II. 2d.

F aith and F act.
Dr. Field. 2d. t f

God and Man. Se?
to Dr. Field. 2d. ,

T he Dying Creed, ‘ y  
T he L imits of Tot® m

A  Discussion with 1 
F. D. Coudert and u 
Woodford. 2d. ¡s

Household of Fa1 f  
A rt and Morality- . 
Do I Blaspheme . Qyf  
T he Clergy and 

Sense. 2d. j ,  ,
Social S alvation- f, y 
Marriage and D‘ 
S kulls. 2d.
T he Great MistakE’ 
L ive T opics, id. «1. 
Myth and MiRAO*’ ,̂
Real Bi.aspiiemv'. . ^
R epairing tiie I . r, 
Christ and M'RA .̂
C r eed s  and  S p iR t^

Stonecutter-street, E' '

THE BEST _ ve ,
ON N E O -M A L T H U SIA N ISM  IS, I BËLlp ^ C v

TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND 
OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM-

By J. R. H O LM ES, M .M .L., M.V.S.,
cloth) S'

III“r

160 pages, -with portrait and autograph, bound W
Price is., post free. ^

In order to bring the information within the reach (.
most important parts of the book are issued in athe 
pages at ONE pen n y , post free 2d. Copies ot

1892,
2d.

distribution is. a dozen post free.
The National Reformer of September ^

Holmes’ pamphlet...... is an almost unexcepti°RA‘oUgbp'’ySdk
Neo-Malthusian theory and practice..... -and
to moral feeling...... The special value of Mr. -ng t'j.
the Neo-Malthusian cause and to human we n st»te,,1.|] 4CL2 
just his combination in his pamphlet of a P1;l ..1. j  f 1 ,

Ip

plain s' ^
physical and moral need for family limitation 'W jv.JJIIJ MLal dllu IHUI dl 1ILLU 1U1 IdlilllJ' Hi»»*1* <

of the means by which it can be secured, an^ pric^^sd^*
cerned of the requisites at the lowest possmie p

The Council of the Malthusian League, lniF.| l '.... „fit m veu ..tree1’____________________  fIttov S ^Allbutt, and others, have also spoken^of it
The trade supplied by R. F o rd er , 28 Stonecu 

E.C. Other orders should be sent to the au 0*” y

J. R. HOLMES, HANNEY,

W. J .  Rendell’s “ Wife’s
Recommended by Mrs. Besant ir 

Wife’s Handbook,

1 *ij

LaW °fJ J *  ( 1tfDr. Allbutt in Wife’s Handbook, p. 5*\ post , 
Chadwell-street, Clerkenwell ; 2s. Pcr . i n  stan'P®0 
in larger quantities). For particulars se pi

d  by
Bew a r e  of useless imitations substitiiic t « \y, 
chemists, the words “  Rendell & Co, t£) ¿ece‘ 
being speciously and plausibly introduc J

Look for A utograph R egisteReD

lesj. r or pariicum...—

Im p ortan t C au tion‘

yjJjCfi
Ink on each box, without

I
ison’s Syringe, with Vertical ad iS,,*  s,
ind cs. 3d. Dr. Palfrey’s } “ "  ¡’o"’dcr5’ 
s. 2d. Dr. Allbutt’s Quinine 
>st free. 8S

IN F R EN C I  
Easy plan and effici

i A A - Â «  „  Store-street,
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Lot 11.
1 Pair Pure W ool Blankets.
1 Pair Large Bed Sheets.
1 Beautiful Quilt.
1 White or Colored Tablecloth. 
1 lb. Free Clothing Tea.

For 21s. Carriage Paid.

RATIONAL OVERCOATS.
TO MEASURE.

Double Breasted, 30s.
Single Breasted, 28s.
Materials: All Colors in Meltons, 

Beavers, and Friezes.

Patterns Post Free.

s o m e  w o n d e r f u l  l i n e s .

GOTT’S  F R E E  CLOTHING TEA. 

2s. 4d. per lb. Carriage Paid. Samples free.
* 1
No Firm can compete with this and live. 

Sold only as an Advertisement.

G£n t l e m e n  ’S SUITS  
To Measure.

A large 30S'variety of Patterns.

J. W. GOTT, LAD IES’ COSTUM ES
2 and 4 To Measure.

Union-street, 25s.
BRADFORD. In all the latest Patterns.

NOW READY.

HE AGNOSTIC ANNUAL
FOR 1900,Co

'n'ln8 a Symposium on __

\ tibm, t h e  f u t u r e  o f  r e l i g i o n , robertson
Mr. J. A 1.1.ANSON PICTON, ML1  (;0UU). 

e Lev. Charles Voysey, and Mr. 1'- 3-
^ A L  p — -^COLLECTIONS of Col. INGERSOLL,

Al l  By C,IAR1BS Watts.

^L lG lO N  BE TAUGHT IN OUR 
By SCHOOLS?

LEXander Sutherland, M.A.

°STICISM a n d  conduct ,
le,°Ps othe y AUAM Gowans Wh yte .

Papers of interest to Rationalists and Ethicists.

3Vatts v'p6 6c*-* by Post 7>Id.
* *7 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, E.C.

kites’ Liver Pills.
r>'vy. “ est p . --------

n ey’ 4tU} Medicine in the World. Will cure Liver, 
y°r He °niach Diseases effectually.

S T ' ‘ Troubles and Cardiac Complaints, Female

Q l t33s< p s C' J S- '* * •  and 2S- <jd- pCr b0X’
" iRn> H ‘ Directions w ith each box.

wAITe s ,
Herbalist, Stockton-on-Tees. 

v ,!! 'Po iso n o u s  PAINTS.
1 ° '° sPheric r n

PishCr _ 0 uences. Samples Free. J. Grcevz 

1 /8 Chapcl Aiierton’ Lceds- 
\ S 0 0 l  * tlie

Ho(te~ '1>ubl|c A "1.’ ,®® Central-drive and Rcad’s-road, 
ate ternis U 1 rivate Apartments. Good accom-

In stout paper covers, is .; cloth, 2s.

THE

B001$ OF GOD
In the Light o f  the Higher Criticism.

W ith Special Reference to D e a n  F a r r a r ’s  N ew  Apology.

B y  G. W . F O O T E .

Contents:—Introduction—The Bible Canon—The Bible and 
Science — Miracles and Witchcraft— The Bible and Free- 
thought—Morals and Manners—Political and Social Progress 
—Inspiration—The Testimony of Jesus—The Bible and the 
Cliurchof England—An Oriental Book—Fictitious Supremacy.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Just published, price 2d.,by post 2^d.,

Men “ after God’s Own Heart.’’
BEING

BRIEF SKETCHES OF THE LIVES OF NOAH, 

ABRAHAM, MOSES, AND DAVID.

By CH ARLES WATTS.

London: Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's-court, Fleet-street, E.C.

New Pamphlet by C. Cohen.

PAIN & PROVIDENCE.
P R IC E  ONE PEN N Y.

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.
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THE FREETHOUGHT PUBLISHING COMPANY, ITB

Registered under the Companies’ Acts IS62 to 1890.

Capital £5,000 in Shares of £1 each. Ordinary Shares, £4 ,000. Deferred Shares, f 1,1

The Ordinary Shares are Offered for Subscription, and are Payable as follows
2s. 6d. per Share on Application.
5s. od. ,, ,, ,, Allotment.
2s. 6 d .

I os. 6 d .
,, December 3 1 , 1899.
in Subsequent Calls, at one month’s notice, as may be required.

DIRECTORS.
G eorge A nderson, 35a Great George-street, W est 

minster, S .W .
S am uel H artm ann , 21 Australian Avenue, E .C .

C h arles  W a t t s , 24 Carminia-road, Balham, 
R obert F order, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C. 
G. W . F oote, 28 Stonecutter-street, E .C .

S.'V’

Temporary Office— 377 Strand, London, W .C. Secretary— E. M. V ance (Miss).

PR O SPEC T U S. f tb{
T he Freethought Publishing Company, Limited, has been formed to acquire and take over the 
weekly newspaper called the Freethinker, together with the stock of books and pamphlets connected t .,.ji 
and the goodwill of the business ; and to continue publishing the said newspaper, and selling the said Jtfr 
pamphlets, and issuing fresh publications of a similar character ; and also to engage in any other busin 
may be convenient and beneficial to the Company. ,

The nominal Capital of the Company is £ 5,000, in Shares of ¿ 1  each. Of these 4,000 are Ordma ' eCei'
and 1,000 Deferred Shares. The whole of the Deferred Shares, bearing no dividend until Ordinary ~
¿ 5  per cent, per annum, are subscribed by the Vendor. The Ordinary Shares are offered for general su - ^

Share«
'’Ouw v i  wmai^ »Jiiaifco £4i v uuwicu iui g v » * v -  . ^Q C

Mr. G. W . Foote, the Vendor, agrees to take £ 2,000 for his interest in the Freethinker and fpr totlieP'V 
books and pamphlets as it stands. Of this sum ¿ 1 ,0 0 0  is to be retained by the Board and appkea 
ment in full of the 1,000 Deferred Shares subscribed by the Vendor. The remainder of the purchas ^0|,tK
payable as follows :— ¿ 2 5 0  on taking possession, and the balance in five instalments at intervals of ^ir ,̂:reC

H .f  . TT* _ 1 _  _ f  • J  _  1 *   1 C  1 . _   _ TT* J L    _£• j-1 - _ TT> j 7 • 7. J  _ TV tf ~  *  n  Cf\ H  ^Mr. Foote also binds himself by agreement to act as Editor of the Freethinker, and as Managing Y   ̂
the Company, at a salary, or salary and percentage, to be determined from time to time between him
Board. Provision is made by an arbitration clause for any difference that may arise as to function o ^¡5

r\v r>r\infc r\f rliffofonpo Hoirnr cnKmiftorl br\ inrlononrlonf roffl t*ooe o r1 on nmnit*n TllG *■
w

point or points of difference being submitted to two independent referees and an umpire. - ____
ment is for ten years - -

The Directors consider that the Vendor, by binding himself to stand by the Company for a n^0lfh^ ' 
and by investing one-half of the purchase money in Deferred Shares, whose value will chiefly depend V
gives ample proof of his bond fates in promoting the Company, and of his confidence in its success. ^

The Directors have no doubt that the Company will be able to pay a reasonable dividend o0fid^K^ 
besides placing the literary propaganda of Freethought upon a sound business footing. nre *‘They are - b-£Cc ^
the circulation of the Freethinker alone, which already secures the Company against any loss, ma)' _aSe,'l 1̂

‘  ,f such me , piiP ... 

;at!sfie and Pa,i
adequate Capital which is now sought, a good profit may be derived from the publication of books a ^ ei------------  — r  o  > o  I  J  —  I  i .  o  F i l l l

A public for such works is already assured, and may be extended ; and access to this public is g ua
cost through the Freethinker.1 1 1 1  u u g i i  u j c  i  /  t o i / t i / f / v t . r  • «■

In offering these 4,000 Ordinary Shares— less those subscribed by the Signatories of the J> c espsC,
d O

11 1  U l i v l l L l g  I I I C S C  t J . j U U U  V _/1 d  111 £4.1 j  O l l u i  C o  l t . j . j  L l l U b C  o U U b L I  1 U C U  1 1 1 C  O l J j  U d L U l  1 C 3  V /i  <1. 0 5 ^  1

Articles— to the members of the Freethought party, the Directors have no doubt as to the r?S oVyled|j

P .S .—According to the Articles of Association— copies of which can be obtained at the Office^¡,0se ^

view of the numerous preliminary promises of support which have been received and publicly ackno""—  ,

ive pay?nent in f u l l  at any time from Shareholders, 
up the full amount of their Shares will, of course, cover their whole liability at once, and will m*1
One Shilling— the Directors have power to receive 
up the full amount of ti 
Company at the outset,

iaiiy

APPLICATION FORM FOR ORDINARY SHARES.
TO T H E  D IR E C T O R S  O F T H E  F R E E T H O U G H T  P U B L IS H IN G  CO M PAN Y, Ll111

d. J
deE

the above-named Coj"? tbf1 J j
you to allot 
allotted to

H aving paid to the Company’s Secretary the sum of £  ................................. ’
on application for.................................. Shares of ffii each in the above-namec ^ e f .  s0j

. that number of Shares, and I agree to accept the same or any smaller m ^  tl^  \  ^
me, subject to the Memorandum and Articles of Association, and upon the tern ih|, ■ j

• • ' ‘ ‘ ..................... L ~ r t n e  .:«> >, (¡¡,
■V«| 4

me
auunuu LV 111V, auujtut 4V uiv. muinui auuuin wuw xvitivivo ui 1  loouuinuuii, auu ujov*. p i 1** C

Prospectus ; and I authorise you to place my name on the Register of Members in respect or  ̂^  ^ec0 ĝ(jiP 
to me, and I agree to pay the further instalments upon such allotted Shares as the same s rCteagree to pay 
required by the said Prospectus In the event of my not receiving an allotment, the amount te»

be

Nam e (  in fu l l) .

Address

D escription . D ate.

All Cheques, etc., to be made payable to the Company, and crosse
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ably increased by capital, advertising, and other commercial advantages ; and the profit of such _
be relatively very large, considering the published price of the journal. They are also satisfie fes j-
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