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The Lord of Hosts.

a1IE Christian D eity is the Lord o f Hosts.
^,lr> of war. He taught D avid ’s hands and fingers

He is also
to R „  ---- ------- ------ ---- ° ----
]e ^ t. He planned those awful cam paigns o f the 
or(jS a^a'lnst the original inhabitants o f Palestine. He 

the indiscriminate slaughter of captives, in 
C ne'lt;her age nor sex w as spared. He also ordered 

sommaSSacre of the m ales and the married women, in

sold; Cases> and the retention o f the vir&ins by,Jew ish
of j,6rs and priests. On one occasion the Lord s share
to Ûst-devoted maidens w as thirty-two. It is not
V e SuPP°sed, however, that they passed into his
P̂re*1 ^  c°urse they were appropriated by his clerical
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or sheep and cattle, or “ pretty

'N il '“ SL S reat Christian
°f thp n0t translate into their speech the worst parts
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Testam ent reeks with blood. 
e Jack the Ripper o f antiquity.the firsst

bishop

Jehovah was 
No wonder 

of the Goths

$ c r , bfooX the Jew s-
uPle

H e w as afraid o f heighten-
« Rut no sucn -thirstiness o f  his peop • nr,d every
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îR(j erer’s ^  ° ° k  ” m ay alm ost be regarded as the
't>to?.'ds'vithr,?l'a'." ^ e*; '*• 's Pu* m t° the hands o f boys
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to him for success in murder, without telling them that 
they ought to be ashamed of themselves. Any decent 
God would tell them, when they put the matter to him 
pointedly, that they are fools and wretches for trying to 
kill each other, and worse fools and wretches for asking 
him to bless them in their criminal madness.

Suppose half-a-dozen boys came to their father and 
told him that they were goin g  to divide into two parties 
and fight each other to a finish. Suppose they said 
that one or two o f them might get killed. Suppose 
they asked him to supervise the engagem ent. W h at 
would that father sa y?  “ W ait a minute, boys,”  he 
would say, “ while I get that big whip. W hen I come 
back you will all want tough breeches.”

It is about time we dropped that old deity who is 
“ strong and m ighty in battle.” The world has had 
enough of him, or rather too much of him. He is 
really an old savage idol, painted and decked to look 
like Jove. Give him a chance, and he shows his blood. 
O ff goes the modern raiment, and the naked savage is 
on the warpath. There is blood and lust and destruc­
tion. And when the orgie is over the old fellow puts 
on his cast-off clothes, and sits with a fine, bland smile, 
to receive the adoration of his devotees.

A  change o f gods would be better than nothing. 
But the best thing would be to have no God at all. 
W hatever deity men worship only echoes their own 
passions. He is an Edison machine, speaking back 
what is first spoken into it. He never says anything 
new or original. He informs us of what we know, and 
never tells us anything fresh. He corroborates our 
opinions, flatters our emotions, and pats our characters 
on the back. He is never ahead of us. And w h y? 
Because wc make him. W e are not his creatures— he is 
our creature. And those who worship him, we repeat, are 
worshipping an idol. Fai better would it be if we framed 
our ideal consciously and deliberately. It would then 
be alw ays up to date, and som ewhat beyond. It would 
be the essence o f our best thoughts, our deepest prin­
ciples, our noblest aspirations. Communing with that 
ideal, bringingourselves to its test, even lookin gat it from 
time to time, wbuld do us more good, and raise us higher 
in the scale of being, than could ever be done by bowing 
to the personification of the lower conceptions of our 
forefathers. They made their God ; let us make ours, 
if we m ust have a God ; or let us dismiss all gods, and 
worship, if  need be, in the Temple o f Humanity.

Meanwhile let all Freethinkers w age war against the 
Christian superstition. W hatever good it may have 
done when it reflected the current ideas, it has long 
outlived its usefulness. It is no longer anything but a 
hindrance. It is powerless to help forward the real pro­
gress o f the world. It is one of the many causes of 
discord and division. It leaves men and women at 
the mercy of a faulty, inherited id e a l; and, by saving 
them the trouble of thinking and the responsibility 
of form ing ju s t  judgm ents, it ¡sever drawing them back 
to the dark past instead o f urging them forward to a 

brighter future.
G . W . F o o t e .

t
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Without God !

M uch  a s  vve admire the great abilities o f Mr. Herbert 
Spencer, who, in our opinion, is one of the profoundest 
thinkers o f our age, yet we have often thought that in 
introducing his “ U n kn ow able” he made a mistake. 
N ot only to the practical mind does the word represent 
nothing, but its use affords the opponents of Freethought 
a peg upon which they hang m any absurdities which 
they suppose are dam aging to the position taken up by 
Freethinkers. T o  us the “ Unknowable ”  is non-existent, 
and that which has no existence cannot possibly be a 
factor in the regulation o f human conduct. W e, there­
fore, have no use for words that do not represent realities, 
or for those that are capable, when employed, o f pro­
ducing confusion of thought.

For this reason we regret that Professor H uxley sub­
stituted the word Agnosticism  for the term Atheism —  
two expressions which, so far as the condition of m an’s 
mind is concerned, mean really the same thing. They 
both imply being “ w ithout G od,” whatever this phrase 
m ay be supposed to signify. W e  consider that the 
Professor would have rendered more service to correct 
thinking if, instead of adopting the phrase Agnosticism  
to represent his non-belief in God, he had endeavored 
to g ive a true m eaning to the term Atheism , which 
has been so grossly  misrepresented by theologians. 
Personally, we prefer the latter term, when properly 
defined, because it indicates our mental attitude in 
reference to the supposition o f the existence of God 
and a future life. Atheism , as Mr. G eorge Jacob 
H olyoake writes, “  is a defiant m ilitant word. There is 
a ring of decision about it. There is no cringin g in it. 
It keeps no terms with superstition. It m akes war, and 
means it. It carries you aw ay from the noisome word- 
ju g g le r y o f the conventional pulpits, and brings you face 
to face with n atu re” (Tria l o f  Theism , p. 244).

No doubt, by some persons, the term A gnostic is 
deemed milder and more “ respectable”  than that o f 
A th e ist; but this is in consequence of the odium which has 
been unjustly attached to the latter word by theological 
bigots. W ould  it not be more useful anddignified to strive 
to remove that odium than to seem to g ive countenance 
to it by abandoning the designation ? Between the two 
words there may be a distinction in some minds ; but 
we repeat that in their true m eaning there is no essen­
tial difference. W here the two are not in agreem ent 
is upon minor points that in no w ay affect their disbelief 
in what is called the existence o f God or immortality. 
The expounders o f both isms acknow ledge that they 
are “ without G od.” This being so, let the opponents 
o f Theism  say what they mean and mean w hat they say. 
W h y  should we be ashamed of our Atheism  if it be true? 
And an A gnostic cannot honestly say it is not true, inas­
much as he accepts and avow s its cardinal principle. 
Neither denies the existence o f God, but both avow  
they know nothing about him. Mr. B radlaugh, who 
w as the leading Atheist o f his time, has plainly said : 
“ The Atheist does not say ‘ there is no G od,’ but he 
says : ‘ I know not w hat you mean by G o d ; I am w ith­
out idea o f God ; the word “  G o d ” is, to me, a sound 
conveying no clear or distinct affirmation. I do not deny 
God, because I cannot deny that o f which I have no 
conception, and the conception o f which, by its affirmcr, 
is so imperfect that he is unable to define it to me ’ ” 
{Freethinker's Text-Book, p. 118).

A s to the fad about the lack o f “ respectability ”  of 
Atheism, it has little or no force at the present day, 
except, perhaps, in the minds o f those who are steeped 
in theological prejudice, and such persons are equally 
opposed to Agnosticism . Fortunately, men are judged 
less than ever by their professions o f either Atheism  or 
Theism. It is by their conduct that their characters 
are tested. And the fact that it is acknow ledged, even 
by our opponents, that Atheists can be, and are, as 
honest and truthful, and as good and useful citizens, 
as Theists, should silence the cry o f “ lack o f respecta­
bility ”  am ong those who have the courage to proclaim 
that they are “ without G od.” There is also much cant 
indulged in about w hat is termed “ vulgar A theism .” 
But we ask, W here is it manifested at the present tim e? 
Possibly in the past, when Atheists were sorely tried and 
bitterly persecuted by the Church, and when they were 
deprived of their civil rights, their dom estic com forts,

and their personal liberty, their resentment of sUC 
Christian treatm ent— cruel and unjust as it was—"?; 
not alw ays shown in the most polite language. Th'5' 
however, cannot be fairly cited in depreciation of Athe'51"1 
for Theists have not been very choice in their lang"2»8 
and conduct tow ards their Christian brethren who pefS ’ 
cuted them, to say nothing of the volleys of V"!»3 
abuse that have been directed from the Theistic caUjP
tow ards Freethinkers. won'"i .n u n im w a , Christians, we opine, •_ .. 
not admit the validity of a charge urged against rel'ir 
on account o f the vulgarity o f some o f its profesS°r. 
W h y, then, should they adopt such a course in referel1, 
to Atheism ? M oreover, it ought to be remeihjf^f 
that the term Atheist has been applied to all k'n“s c( 
men, regardless of their view s as to the existent 
God and a future life. • . J

W e  have just been reading a very broad-n'111̂  
editorial article in the Church Gazette o f Septel1’ . 
30, entitled “ The A gn ostic.”  The writer frankly3',  ̂
himself an A gnostic, but he says the word “ nlU!jv|li’ 
accepted in its true etym ological sense 
does not know, and does not presume to decide e* j  
w a y .”  He admits that Agnosticism  is a oh
opinion largely entertained am ong our P°PU ¿t|ie< 
which it is impossible to ignore or overlook,

its t Vin respect o f its numerical strength, 
vigor, or the effect which it undoubtedly exerts 
feelings and general view s of life held by this 
tion as a w hole.” He, however, falls into the c°%> 
error of Christians in saying that an “ Atheist de „5 
a man who has definitely found out that ther3 
G od.” This, as we have shown, is not co rre^ ;^  
have never met an Atheist who professes to have ¡s 
o u t” anything o f the kind. The most he “ ° J t e f: 
acknow ledge that he has failed to find out that ‘ 
a God. The editor says : “ W e take the term * s 0 
to stand for a set o f persons who find the Pr0. r 
life and death som ething too overpowering ¡1* 
faculties, and who consider that, even tak ¡P. 
account all the light which seems derivable jfl fâ j 
source, inspirational or philosophical, there 
not sufficient data for approaching these pr°.  ̂ T";, 
less o f arriving at any conclusion worth having^ jl> J

!e>; $

cannot deny, but they will not affirm, 
see no adequate or convincing reasons 
Let us say at once, that against these l?:,t
as they are honest and earnest, there is n° ' oUt 
quity to be alleged. It is very easy to 1113 |]ere >s "
men fail to see straight merely because 11 
beam in the eye, but such an ex  
simply lays itself open to a prompt bu ^
quoqnc. It is foolish to urge that earaeJ tyJsd^3fic

Vis in itself evil and immoral, both because 
will not in general stand the test o f scrutiny > ^  
abstract belief is only o f intrinsic value ] 'J oes,bcJ  
depends on evidence ; and thus lying, f s 
the domain o f personal feeling and \eSpoi>S'i, 

f  is also outside the limits o f moral r̂eSePtê H'
the
belief is
Certain facts and certain side-lights are c e >  \ 
will say, to a certain mind, along with rrr)ine ( 
positions, inbred or acquired. If . the 
these data, as it is compelled to deterrm 
doing is neither morally evil nor yet Pr‘ t 90

p r <1 .~,n Pyr
i S. 

io>
J  -  - .  f L Jj

it is simply a necessary mental act.” _ stateil1,e^!iP - 
This we regard as a candid and fa,r f  0o&

It is also the v
¡ti 0°'u t?

as it goes, o f Agnosticism . It is also 11'7 Vs 
by Atheism , thus show ing that the tea3• SllCvVit̂ ij
alike in reference to God and a future 
statement of allegiance to the facts ral e 
the introduction o f any alleged supeth'^s ¡t 
appreciated by us the more, coming jg c*e ¡,. 
Christian source. Verily Freethoug ¿¡¡V ^
influence inside as well as outside 
hope, however, that the editor o t . . | ejsm 0 wi-’ ,,!> 
will ere long recognise that the /  n < ;
not “  a cold, dreary, and uninspm11« tj,e
J .k o io , :......... „  . . . u f  __c iliv e  a b ou t .Atheist is one who is positive p j
deems it a duty to act in obedienf c  ̂ W A
who urges that virtue and Just! cOh1
and observed by every member o_̂  eJ,altS

1 • 13„.him Atheism is valuable because 
faith ; it exposes theological r3® Q{ ■ 
nature with a self-sustaining P ; 
reliance, and it assures man tha

■ tri cti^vr t o t f i  t â

ance must be sought. T h is iÿ n‘7
theou



THE FREETHINKER. 675
OCTOBER 22, 189g.

w c tasí j ith t*le- thcol° ^  tlle Churches, the Atheist
firm
of

the elevation o f humanity, “ with lips bent 
to resist oppression, and melting' into soft curves 

Passion and o f 'r-aaion and o f pity ; with deep, far-seeing eyes, 
Sizing piercingly into the secrets of the unknown, and 
^stmg lovingly on the beauties around him ; with hands 

to work in the present ; with heart full o f hope 
t- "jh the future shall realise, m aking earth glad  with 
"!s abor and beautiful with his skill— this, this is the 

ea man enshrined in the Atheist’s heart.”
C h a r l e s  W a t t s .

The Church Congress and Labor.
‘ he

*°nePeople of London have m any grievances, but there 
le at least that they have borne uncomplainingly. 

Cor^an* it has been an unwritten rule that the annual 
‘he r̂ess of the State Church should alw ays be held in 
I.on?rovinces. I am not sure that the generality of
‘hev i°ners have been aw are o f this regulation ; ̂  but, it so, 
Vith 'av.e faced the annual exodus o f metropolitan clergy
th,
Wîtk

f̂ieve }} an amount o f fortitude as would lead one to 
that \t nmon.

■ 'one
the stoical temperament is far from un- 

fhis year, however, the rule has been broken.
însM-u *be Prov'mcial centres were desirous of under- 

, accessary arrangem ents, and so the Congress 
C X he>d in T.nn,W  cJt ----1~ u... — ••ason_ti j., ‘n London for the simple but satisfactory 
'v,s at no one wanted it elsewhere

S '  . .

^yn '“Ong-I.f,KC „

one wanted it elsewhere. Kensington 
as the scene of operations, and from all

í'ScHsŝ t h ^ erS ’■ he Black Arm y have foregathered
r organisation.

a certain portion o f the time o f the 
natural],,**ress Was devoted t0 social questions. I

*ious \a"y>. not because the clergy are ever frantically 
. S  neve° d'Sc.uss such m atters— as a matter of fact, 
s' • 'v0rlr] , £‘n to talk about a subject until the out- 
Ocwi mo g one through it— but because, as—o Kone right thi , rf> 0f thet°rl(i’SU',i0cls are monopolising more anc ,g

! Nation, the various Churches, for very d̂ece ŷ.^
‘V C f  ComPelletl to at least pretend sc q cxprcs.
S|°“of ^  . Last >'car tliere was ? lL.riish press at 

r̂idi°'\ln,on from all sections of the .®- „ to direct
1 e hiIUlous Picture of a body of men c a & -r time
< S er,life of the nation, and spending their ^
V  of *?lus>vely on the discussion o burning
V m i l>ttle moment, while the great and hu 
1 r°fitit bPe were passed over in silencec £ h” ' v,a a firsrst Dy last year’s
Hol1*16 c , ^  its Agenda

Htlc

experience, the Congress 
_ a series o f papers dealing 

° f  London. And what a farce the 
'vas ! Here w as one o f the greatest

"'•‘h 
Hole
V

“6m  ,,c,ent nn 1 . -----  --------------- — °
• W -S to m o v f  modcm  times under discussion ; no
ci Dl? lutn of the r° m tbe‘r armchairs to learn, through 

its 6. 1 th ir ty , ¡tsU,e.Press>_ its sharp extremes o f wealth 
-H ls’ '“deecl misery> its destitution, and its crime, 
tpt u * result h IS no.ted hy the various speakers, 
f i l le d ;buiIti son ,? PHHcipal remedy proposed was, 
. a‘ *t ‘<-n. c more churches.”  W hen I saw

o f London,” I had thought 
“Hd .Vuhlen,„ T as to deal with some o f the

iV  .‘fie j? ’ i he Claim
1 L '¥  n ^USsio,,
«i H,roblcms ‘ r ? as t0 ^  
f c V .n he *■ c£ ? o f London life

the , ° f ^ n d o n  ”
Ì  % u [h) need ¡ J i " 1? o f the 

bm,di•I»,'enta, l0val
really 

of all

Alas for my hopes ! 
resolved itself into a 

Church on Londoners, 
m g more places o f worship,

, "'Rai ~,<li of iniportant social issues, such 
\ t r tr0i ia,nd social n 1 !-h? Se dem oralising physical 
S t  s ■'‘rp ?  es, and c ° nditions that lie at the root of 
V / I hi» ° l|t a nl ' N,fhout the removal o f which our

°f °“shith °
and tho -nicet’nRs, when the attendances 

Vas m.. , mterest w eakest. u -*

‘ ing o f the sand, were relegated

‘k  "6 A .

S o V ;

g i < ' i cupii> Of ii ^  old »
«'‘he Hpon e thino- u1’'.6, it was evident that all th
v , v n ........................

s m “ •'■ crest w eakest. By the time 
ly Teler to deal with purely social matters, 
,°>PieH ^ said , “ more seats w ere empty 

The attendance w as as thin and

;er ,
,llunir u . y . “  wil

v m <= ri.tual.” d ,! deParted in the climax o f the 
' • Qr’dn£? n'tatiôn , uc*‘ questions as those dealing 

c*asses ’r? ! Ch a8'e pensions, the housing of
of

e'r,
• “ o!n&s

. t„ rest  am ong could aw aken no m .r-jiey  had
.the Church Congress. _ _rlier in 

opinion o f w h at w as rcquirca ■ tha
-WS'U and lha'  ««ay

ae people more religion— >ce ■

For that is really all that the cry about insufficient 
church accommodation amounted to. There is ample 
church accommodation in Great Britain for all the 
people who are inclined to avail themselves o f it. The 
competition am ong churches, the efforts made to get 
people into church, prove it. A  man m ay have to w*ait 
an hour to get into a theatre ; he is seldom put to that 
test to get into a church. But more churches means 
greater clerical influence, and it is by this test that the 
priest alw ays measures the welfare of a nation. All 
over the country thousands of pounds are raised by 
poor people to build costly churches that often represent 
money that should have been spent in home comforts. 
But who ever heard the clergy advise people to spend 
their money on m aking their homes comfortable before 
contributing to build a church or chapel ? Rather the 
encouragem ent is the other w ay about.

The clergy are alw ays far more pleased at seeing a 
church well filled than they are distressed at seeing a 
whole family living in one room. There is, to my mind, 
no greater scandal occurring in the small towns and 
villages of Great Britain than the constant multiplica­
tion o f churches and chapels, while those that help to 
build them are living amid conditions that crush out the 
better part o f their nature. If God Alm ighty would 
rather see elaborate edifices in which people might 
worship him one day out o f seven, than ke would see 
them the occupants o f decent habitations in which they 
spend every day o f their lives, then he is a being about 
whom no decent individual need trouble his or her head. 
And if the forty or fifty thousand priests o f Great 
Britain devoted half the energy to the housing ques­
tion that they do to building “ gospel-shops,” that prob­
lem would be almost a thing of the past.

But far from proposing to limit the expenditure on 
religious buildings, the speakers all united in the desire 
to see this outlay largely increased. Archdeacon Sinclair 
found a solution to most problems in advocating that 
the Bishop of London should be transformed into an 
Archbishop— with, o f course, an increased salary— and 
that there should be a bishop for each one of the new 
municipalities. Here w as a brilliant suggestion indeed ! 
There are more churches now existing than the people 
care to fill ; therefore let us build more. There are 
more clergy ordained than work can be found for— foreign 
missions and the like are maintained chiefly to carry off 
the surplus parsonic population; therefore, says the 
Archdeacon, let us create bigger offices in the Church, 
treble the number of curates, and all will be well. How 
this is goin g  to benefit the poor of London is more than 
the ordinary lay intellect can understand.

W hat, after all, do the poor owe to the Church ot 
England ? O f what is good, nothing. O f what is 
evil, much. There is not a single mqvement for the 
advancement of education, the promotion of self- 
government, or the furthering of the general well- 
being of the people, that has ever received the support 
o f the Church until the movement had assumed propor­
tions that put successful resistance out of the question. 
And necessarily so. The welfare of the State Church has 
alw ays been bound up with the maintenance of the status 
o f crown and aristocracy, and during the whole of its 
history it has consistently supported the privileged 
classes against the mass of the people. On only one 
occasion during its history has the Church of England 
found itself in opposition to the Crown, and that was ,n 
16S8 when legislation threatened its purse and promised 
to curtail some o f its monstrous privileges. On all 
other occasions it has been the bitter enemy of social 
reform ; and Dean Farrar may well admit that “  It is 
a humiliating lesson to observe how few of the great 
moral aiul humanitarian reforms were wrought by English 
Churchmen ; how our bishops and clergy have been 
often lukewarm or hostile to changes which were asked 
for the advance and happiness of the human race.
“ How few ” reforms have been wrought by the hnglisli 
Church is surely a mild way o f putting it. _ One might 
ask Have any been initiated and carried by it. And the
answer would be, “ N o to n e .”

I do not mean it to be understood that, in my opinion, 
Nonconformists are any better at bottom than Ep.sco- 
nnlians. A political accident has converted them into 
enemies of the existing relations of Church and State, 
and compelled them to seek for support am ong the 
people- Political circumstances are as much responsible
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for Nonconform ist support o f dem ocracy as they have 
been for Episcopalian opposition ; and I, for one, do 
not feel inclined to give Dissenters, for conduct due to a 
political accident, that credit which should only be given 
to the expression o f definite principles. Had the cases 
been reversed, had any o f the D issenting bodies possessed 
the power and privileges o f their rival, there is no reason 
for believing that their conduct would have been any 
more admirable.

The disastrous failure of the Church to improve the 
general well-being of the people, or to breed a more 
desirable type of character, w as strongly, although 
unconsciously, emphasised by Canon Edwards, o f South 
London. Speaking o f Nonconform ity in South London, 
he declared it to be a stationary, if not a vanishing, 
force. “  South London is too poor for Dissent. It 
exists ; it does its best ; but it cannot thrive.”  O f 
course, the Canon could hardly have meant that the 
people were intellectually too poor to rise to anything 
higher than Church o f England teaching. Mental 
poverty is not usually an obstacle to the adoption o f the 
Christain faith, and is often an important element in its 
acceptance. N o ; w hat the speaker obviously meant 
w as that sheer physical poverty prevented the people 
turning their backs on the State Church. W ell, I 
believe there m ay be a deal in the Canon’s remark, and 
that it contains more truth and admits o f wider applica­
tion than he imagined.

F or “  too poor for D issent ”  means that the people of 
South London are too poor to quarrel with the Church 
o f England, and that can only mean that they are too 
poor to lose their share of the charities that the Church 
manipulates. The Church, draw ing enormous revenues 

from  the people, gives back a small portion o f its gains 
in the shape o f a charity o f the most dem oralising 
description ; the people, blinded by the immediate gain of 
a loaf, a blanket, or a small money present, look upon 
the Church as their benefactor, and barter their indepen­
dence and manliness for the relief (?) given them by the 
Church. Could there be a clearer admission o f the 
dem oralising tendencies of the Church than this ? After 
centuries o f existence, after retaining control o f the 
population from cradle to grave, we are faced with the 
fact that there are large bodies o f people who are too 
poor to think freely, to speak honestly— in a word, to 
be men.

A s I have said, this statem ent admits o f a wide appli­
cation. Dissenters complain— probably with truth— that 
in villages and towns the charities o f the Church pauperise 
and demoralise the poorer classes. And, if this m atter 
affects Nonconform ity in relation to the Established 
sect, it also affects Freethought in relation to Chris­
tianity in general. The economic factor will express 
itself in religion as elsewhere. It is the wealth of the 
Churches that g ives them a large measure o f their power, 
not the intellectual sanity of their teachings. The rich 
they buy by prom ising to keep the poor in check ; the 
poor they bribe by doling out ostentatiously a small 
portion o f their wealth that is gathered surreptitiously.

In all directions the Churches make for the degrada­
tion o f character rather than for its elevation. And, 
when one looks beneath the surface at the true nature 
and effects o f the forces at w ork, it becomes tolerably 
plain that, despite the good intentions o f large numbers 
o f earnest believers, the greatest obstacles in the w ay 
o f dealing satisfactorily with the problem o f poverty 
are the Christian Churches. O f these offenders the 
State Church may be truly said to occupy the first place ; 
not because it is inherently worse than any o f its com ­
petitors, but simply because, its power being greater, 
its opportunities for w orkin g evil are more numerous.

C. ^OHEN.

“ An Incredible God.”

In the controversy which arose in the Times over 
Cardinal V augh an ’s Stockport address there w as a 
rather curious encounter between the Rev. R. F. 
Horton and Mr. James Britten, the Secretary o f the 
“ Catholic Truth Society .”  Mr. Horton, in the interests 
o f Protestantism , argued that Catholicism  was a parent 
of Atheism. “  W hen the bulk of a com m unity,”  he said, 
“  regards the Pope as G od’s vicar, a minority, and not

the least intelligent section o f the community, ccase 1 
believe in God ; a God whose vicar w as A lexander 
becomes to many minds incredible.”  It may be'11̂  
tioned that Alexander V I. (1492-1503) was one o' ( 
w orst o f the mediaeval popes. It w as he who P 
Savonarola to death (1498), and he is described , 
Mosheim as “  inferior to no one of the most aband°  ̂
tyrants of antiquity.” He w as the father of C&sM
Lucretia Borgia, he had numerous children by a nn 
named Vanozza, and he died in 1503 by swalj°' 
poison in m istake, which he and his son, Cajsar b° »  ̂
had intended for one o f the cardinals. Ranke, 111 
tells a story o f the cardinal, having learnt of 
bribing some o f the servants to w ork off the p?,s° £St- 
the pope. Such arc the salient features of the ¡0 1 
ing career o f Alexander. ¡j

Feeling, apparently, that Mr. H orton’s refer®^^ 
this history required som ehow to be met, Mr> tertJ 
furnished the follow ing reply in the course of a le 
the Times o f September 11 :—

■a tof
whether, if ‘ a God whose vicar was Ale*â  
becomes to many minds incredible,’ what is to , F 
One among whose chosen followers was a Ju ¡̂¡ir 
Englishmen condemn the Monarchical system 
there have been criminals among our kings- 
abandon respect for the law because we have n [j' 
Jeffreys or the Bench ? Did the Israelites c L f  
God's chosen people because of their backslant's

“ It is our shame and our sorrow that Protestan‘5$  
able to point to Alexander VI. But I am tenipt^ f  y|,

The am azing weakness of this effort really ]i<#'
fKof ATt- H ritto n  nTtm* flli> filchlOIl ^wonder that Mr. Britten, after the fashion  ̂

disputants, did not ignore Mr. H orton’s P°‘ntvaersVii * i_, -
— even as Mr. Horton, in this same contro ^  
persistently ignored Mr. Britten’s demand  ̂
as to one of his statements. The reference to gylcf 
by Mr. Britten is singularly w eak, since man}’ P ĝ('f  
object to the hereditary principle o f governmel ^  
the reason, am ongst others, that it ProVjf.eS 
guard against “  criminals ”  being rulers. Tnf n|jg 
that the fact o f G od’s “ chosen people” b e } 
sliders ”  furnishes some excuse for G od’s ch° ^  
being blackguards is certainly quaint. dOlS ft
good iu quoqtic as against Mr. Horton, ' '  s 0" ^ 
complain o f the incredibility o f the b a c k s h ^ ^hery lis'*
part o f the “ chosen people,” or the treaCg ati0<li
part o f the “ chosen followers 
the thing is merely amusing.

The main absurdity, o f course

But to

• Bfitt

is, that judges and kin gs— unless he assa" jjr.
allt Vp \)lY

S 3
to be “  divinely appointed,”  in which case a -  
argum ent holds good  for them too—judges ftt,c 
are only men appointed by men. It ¡s ,r0ve(SA 
pleasant subterfuges o f the religious c°"  t hi5. >,
that - - • -----
by the

he is alw ays excusin g the shortcornin^^otf 
he argum ent that men have thel âflCe,

W e  are not unfrcquently told, for instajlfill*P “‘j^ 
contradictions and absurdities o f theLllw ~ A' 't U*’
out, that human historians often contra 
and write absurdly : this, after claiming ^  • ft
the Bible is not human. If a Mims ^jors $ 
habitually appointed judges or ambuss* jjis ,c 
scoundrels, it would surely reflect 0 ^ppo'11 
Even if, in one or two cases IS K ¡ 0
men, would it not be clear that, at m;stake 
he had been imposed on or had made a  ̂Qifl 
to understand, then, from Mr. Britten m a ^ rhaP>;
whilst accurate in the mam, occasion* pc i g 'V
as in the case o f Alexander V I - * e 

these columns to P f fnecessary in
I utili ties lurtner. it ms is - . t0 
“ Catholic Truth ”  has to offer, it lS 
that curious entity is in an unfortu'1, 0f  t- m -c 

----- *----------;----- 1 .... fliis asp^_(-lt| e * .  j

W't* A *

remains to be mentioned, on this asp“',, 
that Alexander V I. w as no such w °‘ to sl'rV i’,'jw. 
Mr. Britten’s  rem arks would lead 01 f
instance, at the beginning of tl’ e oj’ f
pontificate of Alexander fitly c 'LiackiP^tb** If'-  
John X X III .,  a quite interesting timeS’ ,) 
so outrageously bad, even for tll0 ce (i4 (^  fi'j 
deposed by th i  Council o f Co»»«“ " 
which included “ sim ony, extortio > £^  tb 
and incest.”  Not very long befo^ y j ! .^  
popes— Urban V I. and Clemen
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-, each claiming- to be the real pope, and each 
^communicating and dam ning the supporters o f the 
, . ler- It is not to the present purpose to pursue this 
"lst°ry, but it may be said that “  God’s vicars ” 

rwinly require some defence.

. J,aving  dealt, however, with Mr. Britten, let us turn
he self-righteous Mr. Horton. In the first place, oi

c°Urse, hi« t -------- • • '
Peculi

an

t ----*.<* k , iiuuuil« 111 L11C HTML pictA
his suggestion or innuendo that Atheism is a 

«y Catholic product, against which Protestantism
is transparently absurd. It is, indeed, ̂ Antidote

that pC°mrnon 'hiing for Catholics to argue, as absurdly, 
and ,rotestantism, with its “ right o f private judgm ent ”
in.. rpcf « -Hj.; is tne real source o f  Atheism. lhese
les e.COmplirnents between rival Christians are more or 
fact *n tbe nature o f things. A s a mere matter of 
com ? Ucb ° f  the Rationalist lead in this century has 
Count • m Germany and England— two “ non-Catholic 
their nes' Doubtless, the “ C atholic’ ’ countries furnished 
the l ctu°t;a. The w ork o f France at the latter end of 
bet ast, century  and o f Italy at the Renaissance cannot 
hUm 0 hlghly appraised. But the fact is, the cause o f 
p a emancipation is general, and is not limited to 
Well u arnations ; though, as Mr. J. M. Robertson has 
at̂  |a"̂ ’Ue<3, ks particular manifestations at different times 
tions rg| ’y cletermined by political and

’ ^0 mnr*U C.—  Al-

"lak.

............ uy po.uicai ana economic condi-
Mr much for the pretended pietist case wine 1

a‘, «orton, for his section o f Christians, wished to 
w against Mr. Britten’s section.

r‘ I W  ever, has admitted one thing, that
m ust be judged  by facts. From  the 

— ne puts the case against Mr. Britten, he 
V c '  y fee's, with “ not the least intelligent section ol

< 0MmunUy,” that a S'013 who acts in a foohsh ° r
Minis-; Way *s an impossible conception. On this 
°wn ° n we should like to know  how far, then, is his 
Mr. p?03 Possible ? And on the very point raised by
M ali°rton we may well a s k : Is a god  who allowed 
Mo,-, 0Ws mill:—  - .................  (erro-

— Horton, howi I
S°d-hypothesis must
in which he puts the ftMem.lv f - ’

?Ousiv' ,,s millions o f “ his ch ildren” to believe ,
lls Horton w ould say) that scoundrels were
> h  i!-tS’ when he "  '

'"credible ”  than
" t1n<,"‘-ion '- ^""er all, the important thing in this 

ls what men believe, and it seems to matterr\t--- . -
s f i s

could have undeceived them, so 
one who appoints the

oÎÎethe --- — ~«*wvw, UUU It OCCII13 IU 1UOXLCI
v‘car°“ n,0t tyrants antf blackguards were really 

s ■ f God permits men to think they
5re,
Is a

Pefs agod,
lt>e.sŝ re<3>ble ? n ,who, by inaction, misleads his worship 
Wh I s ------ - '

The Secular View of Life.
[The following- manifesto is an attempt to present to the public 

a succinct explanation of Secularism, with the special aim of 
showing its positive as well as its negative aspects.]

T h e  Christian religion directs man to live as the servant 
of God, to lament his fallen condition, to look to Christ 
as a Savior, to follow the guidance o f the Holy Spirit, 
to shun the suggestions o f the Devil, and to regard 
heaven as the home of the righteous and hell as the 
portion o f the wicked. The Secular view  o f life is very 
different. It persuades us to live as servants of the 
commonwealth, to rejoice in our power to rise to 
higher levels o f thought and conduct, to look to our­
selves for salvation, to follow the guidance of conscience 
disciplined by reason, to shun all conduct that injures 
the community, to regard no man or woman as utterly 
lost to good feeling, and to labor for the establishment 
of justice in all human relations. T heology appeals to 
God, Secularism appeals to man.

Secularism has a twofold w ork to fulfil. First, it has 
to protest against the fashionable religion which centres 
our thoughts upon God and a supernatural world. It 
affirms that belief in such doctrines is not the best means 
o f helping us to live honorable lives, and to form clear 
ideas of our place in nature. Secondly, it seeks to build 
up a better method of life and a better conception of 
human capacity, human history, and human duty. 
Secularism, therefore, is both critical and constructive.

C r it ic a l  W o r k .
Secularism claims the right to criticise the theory of 

God’s existence, character, and purposes. It criticises 
all religious and all sacred books, and especially the 
Bible. It judges these things in the interests o f human 
progress, and in the conviction that human reason ought 
to be applied to all questions affecting our conduct and 
welfare. It seeks to judge without ill-nature or bias, 
and it asserts the necessity and benefit o f free discussion 
on every religious and social problem.

C o n s t r u c t iv e  W o r k .

it

i o >  to ni_ Y\a god  who, w ishing to communicate a 
V , eave heard'1- " 'd ’ yet so obscilres it that the people 

e' ‘' Varian * are spHt into three or four sections at 
re tole to ‘3s meaning— is such a god so

-,sl> thea? i  W h 
y W ,  d|fterent

N c i n 6 t° le ra h ll10 ltS meaning — is such a god so 
?. that Us a"d l ' 1 e a conception than one who deputes 
,lr|?uiSLllessage'^C le/,OUs Pences to lie the interpreters 

rMliJ dle diff ”  bcre aP *s absurdity can you dis- 
Sn - 'Vorth s!lades o f that quality— and is

ti,% even if you can ?... for --- ** 2 *
'lo -W h jt  of . 'c foolish side o f Mr. Horton's concep- 
îth if-atches - lrl10ra! side ? His deity— by assump-

human r S-hl,P like> sa y> the “ Stc.lla
id 'U an,i ‘ . Ireigh t— and he does nothing.

V N ? - 1! Phildren) the

go  down 
He sees

youn g and the old, helpless
rth'^and u cn’ sw allow ed by the ravenous jaw s of 

far!c does nothing. He creates fire and 
lne an d w a r ;  he sees th e  innocent and 

chilclron<-Uck alike— and he does nothing. He
a8'''at'̂ horn hr atpd from birth to disease and suffer- 
.^ir.. hex !fe will - v .
C r 1ive! S.0*d men n " ' ,UIUC" ’ anu pernaps a terror , 
he ; "otb- ln toil v' nd women, having perhaps spent

¿ « ¿ a ,l!’Unger ;,0d *V»ir-»"d heH at°r an , at this moment we are to assume

.War Wh i Î 0r ("¡"ce he is the author o f “ a"

-------v / u i V l H  »VW t t l V  t t/

"otn-' a J 111 author (since he is the author ol all 
live-S’ Will br r yh ich  will bring agon y to thousands 

^hleTaild 1° ' v thousands o f hearts, ruin thousands 
<0; • ne does nothing. Is such a god

as for .r.‘ Horton’s god  precisely because ol 
to provVhlc,h he rejects Mr. Britten’s, and we 

'Which I  t,he credibility o f his deity by any 
°n wb:-,Wou>d not * .....................

Of
C|,e

f t ; . * . .

ôu'hent
v H
y s
h y '< P̂ U eiiCh- ’im ilici°tLbt  invalidateii by the ve7L--Surt| ent. tj P,lc,tly, he negates the hypothesis 

»OH, • U°th  hvnr,f I------  .  . ___ „ . - - i f . . .’, b°th ¡ - ' h  hypotheses, as a matter of fact, 
ad by corrirn ,ncredibilities, both are negated

011 sense
F r e d e r ic k  R y a n .

Secularism, on its constructive side, elevates right 
conduct to the position of supreme importance. It 
denies that belief in God or Christ is necessary to one 
who would act honestly, and it promotes morality on a 
purely human basis.

W e, therefore, who profess Secular view s, endeavor 
to do constructive work in the following directions :—

1. W e demand that men and women shall make the 
cultivation o f personal good character their first object.

2. W e strive after a healthier sense o f citizenship, 
and a politics which shall free itself from religious strife 
and ecclesiastical connections, and express the best 
thought and aspirations of the democracy.

3. W e desire to see the creation of an Ethical Demo­
cracy, in which the rights and self-respect o f the indi­
vidual are brought into harmony with the rights and 
self-respect o f society, in which employers and vvorkers 
shall be encouraged to act with mutual justice, and in

I which both the rich and the poor shall be helped towards 
a nobler conception o f society.

4. W e claim a wider sphere o f w ork and influence for 
women. W om en arc capable o f doing much better 
social work than that to which priestly teaching has 
confined them, and we hold that satisfactory progress 
will not be made until the fullest opportunities are given 
to women to exercise their natural g ifts and moral
qualities.

5. W e ask that education shall be entirely liberated 
from theological bonds. Children should be trained by 
methods which will give them ability to reason clearly, 
impart a sound knowledge o f human history, and render 
good character the chief aim o f school-life.

6. W e advocate a more rational'view  o f recreation.
On the one hand, theological errors must not be allowed 
to check the use o f Sunday for wholesome amusement, 
or to hinder the expansion o f all forms o f healthy play.
On the other hand, we desire to see the character of 
the public taste raised, and all classes o f society develop 
a finer sense o f the value o f leisure hours.

7. W e believe that art and literature should be released 
from every theological restraint, and, instead o f pro­
m oting the interests o f priesthood and dogm as, should
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minister to the human love o f truth, beauty, and good­
ness, and celebrate the achievem ents o f human skill 
and affection.

8. W e co-operate in the establishment of international 
peace, and to this end we wish to break down all religious 
barriers, to multiply international congresses, and to assist 
in m aking each nation better acquainted with the history 
and achievem ents o f other nations. F. J. G o u l d .

Acid Drops.
P resident K ruger , on his seventy-fifth birthday, looked 
forward to war with Great Britain, but was still “ full of 
faith in the Almighty.” There is something quite pathetic 
in this old gentleman’s trust in Providence. l ie  has taken 
luck for divine assistance, but that is the common fallacy of 
superstition. ___

President Kruger went to the length of saying that “ the 
Almighty directed every bullet.” Then what is the use of 
rifle practice? If the Lord directs every bullet, you may as well 
fire wide as fire straight. On the whole, we begin to think 
that President Kruger’s piety has a strong tinge of “ Dutch 
simplicity.”

Without arguing at present the rights and wrongs of the 
South African quarrel, we may be allowed to say that God 
Almighty did President Kruger an ill turn if he inspired him to 
send that astonishing ultimatum to the British government. 
Napoleon himself could hardly have exceeded its insolent 
peremptoriness when he was at the height of his power. 
It put the Transvaal technically in the wrong, which is always 
a bad m istake; and it gave England an opportunity, when 
the war is over, of saying : “ You began it, and we shall take 
care you never have another chance of beginning the same 
thing again.” From the political point of view it was an act 
of sheer madness, unless the Boers seriously believe that they 
can beat sixty thousand British troops, with the resources of 
the British Empire behind them. It seems highly7 probable 
that the Boers, who have invaded Natal and Cape Colony, 
will never go home again except as prisoners of war. What 
will they think in that case of President Kruger’s statesman­
ship? What, by7 the way, will they think of President 
Kruger’s “ God ” ? ___

“ Providence ” may help the Boers, but it doesn’t seem 
peculiarly sympathetic just now with the race they belong to. 
A violent earthquake has been permitted to devastate the 
island of Ceram, in the Dutch East Indies. The town of 
Amhei lias been totally destroyed, 4,000 persons have been 
killed, and many more injured.

Surely it must be a “ a faked ” report that the Boers want 
to get hold of Cecil Rhodes alive or dead. He does not appear 
to be a combatant, and you cannot make prisoners of non- 
combatants in civilised warfare. Moreover, the murder of 
Cecil Rhodes would inevitably invite stern reprisals, for he 
has a multitude of friends in South Africa as well as in England. 
It is not a question of whether the Boers are justified in hating 
him. They may have a thousand good reasons for doing so. 
It is a question of elementary ethics in warfare. On the whole, 
we incline to think that this report was manufactured in Fleet- 
street.

Cecil Rhodes, by the way, has been taking a leaf out of 
President Kruger’s book in the matter of piety. He still 
prefers to do his “ worship ” on horseback in the country, but 
he has subscribed pretty liberally to religious movements, in­
cluding the Salvation Army and the Wesleyan Church. Yes, 
he is a very ’cute gentleman, and knows how to “ burn a 
candle to the Devil.”

Dr. Parker says there arc worse things than war. That’s 
because his cloth, to say nothing of his age, saves him from a 
share of the fighting. Dr. Parker draws attention, also, to 
the fact that the Lord is a man of war. Well, we should not 
at all mind if the Christian deity went to the front in South 
Africa; and we shouldn’t wear mourning if he went down 
before a Boer or British bullet. The world could do remark­
ably well without that deity.

Archdeacon Emery let the cat out of the bag at the Church 
Congress over the subject o f “ Sunday Employments.”  l ie  
referred to Sunday concerts as “ the most daring competition 
with churches and chapels.” Precisely so. That is how 
we have always described them. It is “ competition ” that 
the Church dreads on Sunday, and the Lord’s Day simply 
means the Parson’s Day. ___

Sir Edward Clarke told the Church Congress that “ «a large 
part o f the intellect o f the country had been alienated from 
their oreed, and a large number of the toilers never entered 
their buildings.” He said that they had heard enough nbout

the Catholic Revival. What was really wanted was 
Christian Revival. Pie forgets, however, that the B1» 
Church party regard “ Catholic ” and “ Christian ’ 5
synonymous.

The Daily News was really witty over the High ChujfJj 
party’s attitude at the Church Congress. “ The Church, 
said, “ is now engaged in throwing over the Suzerain) 
Lord Halifax is the Kruger of the situation, and Dr. Creig111 
is the President Steyn.”

Christian hatred of the Jews dies hard. Rabbi Guedem«“ 7' 
of Vienna, finds it still necessary to combat the idea that J  
Jews are in the habit of killing a Christian every yearA|e 
using the victim’s blood in their ritual. This ridiculous >ay  
seems to be devoutly believed even now by infll‘°nS 
Catholics in Austria.

The Christian is celebrating its fortieth birthday. 
been patiently endured so long, it might, at any rate, sjgn yej 
its arrival at the years of discretion by speaking the truth- 
it talks in its latest issue of the “ utter collapse of the Brad; 
party in this country,” meaning thereby the party of m1' 
Freethinkers.

■ -rS°rese'
alive, even in Charles Bradlaugh’s days, as it is at thof^ri

What nonsense ! The Freethought party was never

time. It has brighter prospects, more tangible al^ f’jetcr' 
cohesive power, more collateral support, and a strong  ̂0> 
mination than ever existed, even in the days of that g‘ 
Freethought whose memory is still green.

----  ¿e d
Reference is made by this Christian print to the c f te? 

occupation in the Old-street meeting place, just a 
thinkers had no other place of meeting in London ‘

of time.necessarily take place in the course of time. Bu > (,ei®' 
there is no record of a Freethought assembly 1 1 y  
engulphed by earthquake, swallowed in sand, «Jl 
lightning, demolished by fire, immersed by 'va l, n0 cj1’ 
which fates have attended Temples of God. V . . A , 
knows what is in the future for these conventic 
great St. Paul’s Cathedral is, according to the ^  
Budget, actually built on a foundation of quicksah 
fabric may be expected in the course of time to su

__  . - lli1;
n°lK h /Since Bradlaugh’s death, says the Christian, njjaugh aj 

been heard of Freethought in this country. “ sagti^Sir
Ingersoll were orators of the first order, and they „J h1 
great deal for their cause. With all their rh?tl? r̂fl. ‘ Jl 
striking personalities, their teaching was still1? G°h 
were mere voices without a message, and so wh" ..„v, .1.
they attacked remains unshaken, anil goes on uj’ ¡¡¡, ¡2, 
attempt to discredit it will soon be forgotten ” t1 *■ '

But, on r d fll

tli«

The text is supposed to settle it. y 1“ ’,;  0„ie n(J 
Scriptural passage will be found to be

K”!?t
wild talk about Jesus Christ being thejiouno-“^  
any man build upon this foundation gold, S1 ,itljshall Vany mail uuiiu upuu 11119 luuiiuau^n ¡->— ■ 1 §n&lt 
stones, wood, hay, stubble, every man’s wor q • ike 
manifest.” This seems to apply not to Free1 _ ,, 
the Pope or the Archbishop of Canterbury, 'vll ‘ and5 
the gold. If there is any question as to the 

the natural food of their folio"

t)b!c

— well, that is
with the** *

tt«r:
,ue*l-But, of course, the text has nothing Jo do great 

Ingersoll and Bradlaugh, who were innn> ef the)’
Paul, had a distinct message, and the M0 preset 
so far from being unshaken, is at the ^
tottering to its fall. ___ , (,u( ,t

i in hs , c$e it1«
Holy Communion is absurd enough j.es tl> afiiS  ̂

following instruction to child-candidates ‘.cn,nl)' cre 7 
Church of England devotional manual if th‘f cCidel,.t ¡’ 
juvenile “ to wash its mouth overnight, If ’ |jc yL th‘ ¡(1g 
in the morning, a .drop of water nub 0f tra1 ( 
swallowed. If you swallow even a , .pionf , ibe.y- 
breaking your fast. To make your Cornu aga‘n* g(tt>Git.» 
your fast dishonors Jesus. It is a p isJ* .. ic;a ?■ ’
Ghost; i f  done w ilfu lly  and a ga in st ng ’ ,  f j l pin11 
What price this ? C ould folly g o  furtl'crt l*1 
little kiddies such abom inable tonin') . tb
who wrote it deserves to be kicked. .unt., y.___ . c acc° ¡j it

Read in the light of subsequent °̂.V>
,f the National Free C h ^ h;-t,1 ich pe*’V  v

Farringdon Street Memorial Hall, ,lt„rvatioIj. f̂, a P
meeting of

people assembled prayed “ for the I,f eSpa'ther ^  ,,
quiet earnestness and intensity,” looks ‘ t0cc;\\<
solemn irony. _ _

The Expository Times, writing. ° "  ust be. 
ys : “ The workers of in’lclult,jr:.,,„ioih „ L t s .„ tlFsay I ot im qu'Y. - doin v  

good fellows ’ cannot inherit the u „¡vini?P' 
says the Church Gazette, amounts

|0*

“ My private belief,” says a 'Vr,tcr
of 6 ;S>P

F5 '



,,^here is God? What on earth is he doing? Here is 
of Sierra Leone pointing to North Africa, anden» i * * ‘viiti

•he Atlanth;Se5^j^it*laî'.^1.erS are 50,000,000 of people between
. , -o.iuc and the Red Sea, and not a ? atjon (0
'ssionary. What nonsense to talk of a di\ in 
ankind that misses multitudes like these.

of the recent Church Congress, the 
0®Crcd some hints to clerical visitors to London. t 
^nu0ncd as avaiIablc relaxations certam dramabc
Wormn—  • - -  ! The Degenerates, a somewhat risKy

’ It rather discountenanced the
. .. torn, but said that the Palace

surL°?l,sed- At the Alhambra and Empire good mus  ̂ • 
tho,e,rb'y. mounted ballets could always j’® u . j en 
. ughtfully added, in regard to the music halls . 
t i m b e r  that smoking is allowed.” The Echo observes 
at gpjJ*® >s the modern

1 “ Ornn„ .
P>v at mfesGincludinS

Haymarket.”
Patron:/. r ew y»rk,

esus. version of fighting the wild beasts

Tl:'ere
acaK^odatii all, nothing so remarkable about these 

The Church Gazette, with the timidity of
after

eat ..•—‘nations. ene ^nuren uazette, witn the timidity o 
n°tlc„ ‘PPi'ig its paws in water, gives every week a column 

The Drama,” the chief feature of which is the 
V,tha"0r of the writer not to exhibit too great a familiarity 
SUccessfulStage< The eftort is ahvays Pa,nful~ and ofte 

Tk

\ s  tw can ° f  Hereford said at one of the Congress meet- 
Playinr. he would not mind seeing working men and ,0>s
0,lowrA8ame ° f  cricket on Sunday. The statement was
tl,athn by “ Hear, hear.” He hastened, however, to s; vh;„!!e c°uld nn. .............Vh.'“B could " “ car- tie  hastened, however, to say 
c, llcli were n n° f See shghtest excuse for the amusements 

T ,n.0'v. being resorted to on Sundays by the upper 
fat!!1 Hind 'A ’!5 roufih on the “ upper classes,” but they
• fat- ........ .......................
'M i!?''6

.. »... <.**® uyt’c* “T A f  them would 
The probability is that accords to theexception to the liberty that

lng men and boys.” ___ _ j.

stipend of £900 a  Ycar i ^ 0 ^ 1 ^ ^ less°thanh’entv°°i and an average attendance at of ¿7^ This •

y'on'n, l'le L°rd Chancellor has now at his d i P There 
HrA W e  the whole of “ Crockford” down uponHany who 

K

1 HlS ic . “ S'- aiicu u iu icc ¿U ciiurcil lCbS man
ePiien’« iri,at “ le ‘a‘e Hev. William Windle, rector 
Ihe T o ri’Y^brook, E.C., has left behind him. This

..1 , : ■ eiuuuoru aown upon
already are equally well-fixed.

itL ^ ^ d is t 'b .n ;^ ^  .am°JngSt th,e.P !ous CathoHes A.y«t| \  . ui< 5t r * i  . “ lv' u  ‘ U i i u i i i ^ b i  m e  p i o u s  v ^ a u i u i i o s  0 1

‘th ^1 Vs a monp1. wonder-working medallions. As
va, ^ v  to obi}:m?k[n8 business. The idea was started
°n Bo«AinstitutUj,nsfl=-dS f0r the b111 klingm memory of a

and endowment 
citizen of Turin, one

>  
iioSco

of a _ -----
fck b(.fc''neSs • Z Uibut:° n ° f  ten francs saving a man from 

ev/K cured .,t a Person with an incurable sore in the 
U(- *ho rt°itati0n ‘of. a cost o f five francs ; and of other marvels. 
tJgn,

r u  ' ‘ U O n  o f  «1 l i m i t s  , d i m  u m c  1 u n u  v t - w .

- .or:Urcl'  ¡s tb,. 1 ? fai‘<' of simple folks in the interests 
:'k ofariCe: and t< ti S.tory'- There is no end to the credulity 
f, r<d'£ion.’’ 1 1C lngenuity which preys upon it, in the

c ----

y&s- • *
plea for unity 
hitherto falsified the 

1 - Does  this mean that
G bcen ton , u8icd in his wishes— that circum- 

strong for him ? If not, what does it

_ ........„ „UCIMII5 K lin "“
' vas preached by the Archbishop of Canterbury 
>Says “ was a forcible plea for u n i t y — that 

our 1 , lack  of which has
> d n y  1'0n' --------

>ÍAofP° -  
V ' 1
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^ > . 0 f  Q
?0Sn a‘d ('y

C  dra, H, win,
s. I a a"’n t ^bcriirl,. u ,ï)
N  ,.‘hinA° tho sfnf!.k_10n* gentleman, having bis atten-

ll>atd;; fP ^ h in g  in 
d .nei'd of his

a Surrey Congregational 
bad bad ¿'10,000 in South

“ nad been obliged to sell bis /_• 1- s’1,ir.1s
( 'yhich price they were purchased by •

S S " falS(
V 0tb e A th ‘ be

, - -, — j he “ can hardly believe
sebL?i' w°uld have uttered such deliberate 
.. 0°ds.” If he had but a little wider

^tonishej1011 the right lion, gentleman
at anything proceeding from such a

Willi.
g.‘òh:a ?an

•teases

m
'y f(°u

en summoned for neglecting
red-nf----‘ n rÇsPcct of certain premises

lst of -, ,P ace> histon-street, Ilaggerston.

' ‘hi

fainip !Cnement bouse of some six rooms, 

is f>'' °\'cr th'e -̂- ‘ be place was choked, and niglit-
a°'v¡n<!Sable c'oniprising thirty-six children. ̂In!. X n,. • V/, ! flm »1.. . 1 t t I ..!.-1 »f

°v* Wil I : ̂  tjrcivess and yard. A nice sort of a
“ lam Earle.

. . , ............ 7 --- -- « *» atm hurruunu-
mgs are a tnile better than his horrible hole for which he 
draws rent.

Mr George Alexander, of the St. James’s Theatre, London, 
laid the memorial stone of a theatre at Perth the other day 
1 lie ceremony was prefaced by prayer ! Why not have had 
a tew hymns, in which all the Misses Dolly Longsox of the 
company might have demurely joined? It was a great 
omission, too, not to bury a copy of the Rock or the Church 
1 imes beneath the memorial stone.

We arc getting along very comfortably, says the Weekly 
Dispatch, with the titles of our plays. We have had The 
.S/gw oj the Cross and The Christian, a determined onslaught 
has been made on the Lord’s Prayer in a manner which 
threatened a speedy exhaustion of its phraseology ,̂ and quite 
recently we have seen a requisition on the Decalogue. Mr. 
H. V . Esmond has now produced a four-act comedy called 
The Trinity, and the other night a performance was given of 
The Sacrament of Judas. There is also on tour The Devil's 
Disciple.

The Rector of Kettlefaston seems to be a broad-minded, 
charitable soul. He has raised a very edifying dispute about 
the burial in the parish churchyard of a member of the 
Nonconformist faith. In a letter to the Rev. Theodore 
Beckett, a Baptist minister, who had been asked to officiate, 
he says : “ As the authorized pastor of our Lord, and entrusted 
with the charge of his sheep and guardian of God’s acre,
I solemnly protest against your intrusion under the authority 
of an iniquitous Act of Parliament.”

He thinks no “ small pertaters ” of himself— does this 
Rector of Kettlebaston, a parish, by the way, with a population 
of 115. At the same time, he is careful to distinguish that 
“ Schism is a sin against God, net against me.” He admits 
that the deceased was a Dissenter who was true to her 
principles. But he exclaims, “ Poor soul 1 She, thank God, 
knows better now.”

That is a pure conjecture of the Rector, and one not in the 
very best of taste. Some one has marked the general 
displeasure of the locality by exploding a bottle of tincture 
of assafeetida in his church.

A Wakefield Scripture reader named Bloomfield has 
committed suicide. Archdeacon Downe announced the fact 
at the close of his sermon in Wakefield Cathedral. At any 
rate, the “ gloomy teachings of infidelity’’ are not responsible 
for this occurrence.

“ General ” Booth’s keenness in business was exemplified 
the other day in a striking case. It was in the most literal 
sense a case of that description, for it turned on a claim for 
damages made by a woman who had been injured by a fall­
ing sign-board of the Salvation Army. The board struck her 
on the head, and, according to her showing, she was laid up 
for eight weeks. For this she demanded the modest sum of 
¿ 3  19s. The General left his case in the hands of the Court, 
on the ground that lie was the trustee of money given to him 
for certain purposes, and that the claim seemed excessive for 
a “ trivial injury.” The judge, on the contrary, held that it 
was “ a moderate and reasonable one,” and allowed it in full 
with costs. It is strange that the purposes for which money 
is entrusted to the “ General ” do not include the succor of 
such a case of distress. Even if this woman had not sufiered 
by his technical negligence, she might fairly have been the 
object of his Christian bounty. It would be interesting tc 
know how many of his pecuniary supporters would hold that, 
in this instance, he had exercised a wise stewardship in 
closing his fist so tightly on this “ trivial ” sum. Apart from 
that, he might easily have escaped all qualms of conscience 
by paying the money out of his own pocket.— Daily News.

While Sir Edward Clarke, a staunch Churchman, declares 
that never was the Church so near to disestablishment and 
disendowment as at the present time, the Church Weekly says 
that never were the foes of the Church so much impressed 
with its vitality. While various journals have been writing 
of the success of the Church Congress, the Record, an old- 
established Church journal, discounts the event in a most 
remarkable, but perfectly justifiable, way.

“ It would be a mistake,” observes the Record, “ to say that 
the Congress has, in any way, laid hold of London. Such a 
thing is beyond these gatherings. London is too b ig ; its 
distances too va st; its interests too varied ; its craving tor 
now sensations too exacting. Moreover, circumstances were 
atrainst it. The Boer ultimatum was announced whilst the 
Congress was holding its first session, and the minds even oi 
those most interested in the Congress were naturally attracted 
to larger and sterner issues.” ___

This last observation shows that the Record has some sense 
of proportion. O f course, the issues in the ultimatum were
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“ larger and sterner ” than those involved in squabbles over 
ritual or other points of ecclesiastical polity which the Con­
gress discussed.

The Record notes that the Congress “ was but briefly reported 
in the papers, possibly owing to war news, and in part perhaps 
to the unwise treatment of press representatives.” The mean­
ing of the latter remark is that the clerical officials, with their 
usual obtuseness and want of tact, became so aggressively 
self-important that the representatives of the leading morning 
papers— who, as a rule, have a strong personal contempt for 
Church Congresses—gave as little of the proceedings as they 
could— and that was a great deal more than most of the public 
had the patience to read.

As a result of Father Ignatius’s parting shot on leaving the 
Church, people are inquiring where and in what form can 
they find the “ really awful blasphemies of Dean Fremantle 
and his followers who are successfully bringing all religion 
into contempt.”

A serious split has occurred amongst the Episcopalians of 
New York in consequence of Bishop Potter persisting in 
ordaining Dr. Briggs, the famous advocate of the “ higher 
criticism ” of the Bible.

Critics of Dickens, says the Westminster Budget, have 
carped at the “ moral pocket-handkerchiefs ” immortalised 
in Pickwick. “ What is a ‘ moral pocket-’an’kercher ?” asked 
Sam Weller, when told that his coach-driving parent would 
not subscribe to provide them for the native negroes. “ Those 
which combine amusement with instruction,” replied Mr. 
Stiggins.

It would seem as if Dickens were justified by their con­
tinued existence, for, in a missionary appeal which is being 
circulated this very month, it is noted that “ anyone wanting 
handkerchiefs for African children is requested to apply for 
some of those specially printed for this mission.” These may 
not, of course, blend select talcs with woodcuts, but if they 
did they would not be the first of their kind. There is no 
reason, however, why the juvenile blacks should not wipe 
their little flat noses on pictures of Noah’s Ark, the Serpent 
in the Garden of Eden, and other instructive Scriptural 
stories. It is not an unfitting fate for such fables.

Missionary— “ Surely you remember Mr. Twaddles, who 
preached to your tribe tenjiears ago ?” Savage Chief— “ Oh, 
yes ; I remember him well— he was delicious !”

The Tradesmen’s Association of St. Anne’s, Blackpool, 
recently communicated with the District Council on the 
subject of the Sunday sale of newspapers. This was reported 
to the annual meeting of the Association the other day. 
Whereupon one of the members, Mr. John Allen, who seems 
to be gifted with a great deal more sense than his colleagues, 
inquired whether, at the same time, a similar communication 
had been made to the churches and chapels. They were, as 
far as he could observe, by far the greatest sinners in the sale 
of papers and books on Sundays.

Clerical wit is indeed a fearful and wonderful thing. A 
rector of one of the city parishes of London advertised last 
week for a clergyman to assist him in Sunday services. A 
part of the advertisement is— “ Views : Broad, High Church, 
Evangelical, Catholic.” This, of course, is mere nonsense ; 
hut it is a fair sample of parsonic humor, when the man of 
God is moved to be jocular or caustic.

The New York Trutliseeker for October 7 prints a whole 
column of recent delinquencies of men of God in the United 
States. O f course this proves nothing against Christianity, 
except that it does not make its devotees conspicuously hotter 
than its opponents.

Mr. Moody, the American revivalist, at one of the meetings 
in Northfield, Massachusetts, had his sick grandchild specially 
prayed for. This incident is dealt with by «a Tribune writer in 
the following fashion : “  Now, what sort of .a theory of God 
does the whole proceeding imply? We are told that he is as 
infinitely loving as he is all-wise and omnipotent, more ready 
to do favors to his children than they can ask or think. He 
must know all about Mr. Moody and his deserts, and that his 
grandchild is ill, to his great distress and sorrow ; and yet, 
with power to cure her instantly, he waits to be importuned 
to do so, with, let us say, some little doubt still as to whether 
he will or not. Would a loving earthly father behave in that 
way were he similarly circumstanced ? One can understand 
such a god who, under the theories held by Mr. Moody and 
his followers, governs the world by special providential 
interpositions, and is directly responsible for everything that 
happens in it, devastating in sudden wrath and fury the fair 
island of Porto Rico the other day, wrecking its towns and 
villages, killing and maiming thousands of its inhabitants, 
and leaving tens of thousands more to starve unless relieved 
by the more fortunate brethren elsewhere. The god who 
interposes to save the sick when importuned to do so, and

who may be constantly and successfully called on to* 
aside the laws of the universe, must by necessity be the sa 
one who lets loose the ruthless savagery of the hurricane, a ‘ 
who has for ages scattered ceaseless evil and misery an10 ’ 
our suffering and helpless race. People seldom stop' 
realise that the god who saves one man from ship'VfeCi 
answer to prayer purposely drowns all the rest.”

George Emer, of Jersey City, got up in the night and 
his wife to get ready to meet God, as he was about to k'11 u 
and himself. This was awkward for the poor woman, “ut . 
got out of the difficulty. Before doing the fatal deed thep,  ̂
murderer knelt down to pray, and while he was convex * 
with God his wife quietly slipped out and had a little c0, J 
sation with a policeman, with the result that Heaven 1111 
two immigrants.

Dr. Alexander, Primate of the Protestant
Ireland, referring to the chairman’s bell at the Irish

Churd1
„„ c j j;

Congress, said he felt inclined to exclaim, “ Hang thaj•
\\71irt»i +1-,/} Irtiirrlifrtt- and rtllrtrtrc Cl 1 ticidpd llG inO ,When the laughter and cheers subsided, he 
inquired, “ Is not a bell intended for hanging?
But it makes at least as much noise in that position

why ̂ ¡s

4
, ,| l

lordship really felt like swearing, and he might as w , 
said : “ Damn that bell.” Certainly a clergyman 11 
to do with damning than hanging.

bout
lus tl"5  

h
A

$
|S

“ May the Lord forgive me for what I a in a 
wrote Charles Childs, of Highgate, before cutting - ^  
He was not in a forgiving mood himself, though, 'oC 
the Lord to “  curse ” his sister and his sweetheart, t̂t 
never much altruism in religion when you get to tn 
of it. ___ .

The Bishop of London is taken to task by the D‘v ĉ\ ^ .  
for saying that “ The more sulky the man, the n}oi?!aa," ?, 
the wife must be.” “ There is nothing so irr. ¡¡lA  
contemporary says, “ to any human being as to ia |ose-j 
smile and smile and smile again at all his efforts  ̂
temper. It is no paradox to say that the con,CC[(iT 
little ill-temper in return would really prove a t4* 
maker.” The journalist understands human na 
than the Bishop. ___ ^

wife 'rfMrs. W. Bridie, a lady missionary, and a pesd1 ^ 
Wesleyan minister, has been speaking at Leeds. j  tl̂ tgiii 
her work in the Canton district of China, she *
great difficulty to contend with was woman’s to fii 
had found that nearly every evil in China was trâ  giM1 
or less to woman’s tongue, which could not be e& > gi 
No doubt there is some truth in this, but the 
have gone all the way to China to discover it

The Chevalier Von Bunsen, long the Prussian
An;

J

*  * * v  V/1 1 V T U 1 I V 1 T ^  ___  p  0

at the Court of London, told a story of I Ionic, 11 . e 
and Napoleon III. The famous “ mejium ” t0 . , j,j|ji. ‘ ;|1’ 
that a certain spirit wanted to speak directly (|]C 
some palaver the Emperor consented to g ,v spjrit  ̂^ 
gentleman an interview. Directly it began t 1 . ^
Louis Napoleon behind—and kept up the Pc*_ pû e°.( it1!’ 
whole length of the room. When the EmPpr°eafiiii£ yft
self together, 
performance. 
Philippe.”

he sternly asked Home the nV \V»5 
“ Sire,” replied Home,

*  *
When the Daily News forgets its NonConLj spe^lA 

which it often does when it gets a good chan ,1’A’s n .. infini;
boldly enough in religious matters.  ̂ —  th d 0’” 
of the Dreyfus case the other day, it made Aan'

f «t u  ------- tf.. „„,i Oirpsight ot u -e

3U cnay-- t0 tbf

en«1
iibei A

uccu tuuuuaivcij' vciuicu. i iivjiv. -  inf
it be not crushed, it will itself crush the s gjg t ,

• ■ I .___ t „rtn who W”” l,e "tjlll11; -

admission : “ The sagacity and foresight c„_ 
been conclusively verified. Priestcraft lSnUI1deSt

social life. The brave and honest men '" ‘“ ' 'L e  1,e ’,niP ‘\ 
Dreyfus, as Voltaire fought for Calas, {^«Lged» * 
cent, and because his conviction, if unchat-1 r»cf *» *
destroyed justice in the army, were aim0 
Protestants or Freethinkers.”

Rev. Edgar Solly Anthony, of Aim0 (of t^ k 1’ 
to the press complaining that it is impos aSS,spreei' of[ 
formist to become a headmaster, or even » a ^ , ■ 
of a public school. Well, it is imp°ssl -stant K 
to become a headmaster, or even an •} reg;'r

Yet the NonconformistBoard school, 
perfectly :ust arrangement.

that
An American Christian paper says - 

sin is unbelief. Probably that is wW  ■ 
unbeliever. Pie’s afraid of hell, and wa 
terms.

the ofl1« Í 4

lieav

, cS
ishc?ki .̂ ".LeNothing originates and nothing pe^j ¿¡rck’ îth1’1

nature lies in an 
and eflect, are united 
Buchner.

eternal self-sustainc ;ll1u 
without beginning
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

7-3°,A l'’ri>p‘t¡ October 22, Atlienœum Hall, London, \V. ;
Ocini " n êr s View of the White War in South Africa."
N0ve er 25’ Athenaeum Hall.

*dl, ' " ber 5> Athenaium Hall; 12, Birmingham; 26, Cainber-

To Correspondents.
Mt, c t

Hull; Lecturing Engagements.—October 22,
I’ Henfr,,’,,,’ ‘ls£ow ; 30, Motherwell; 31, Wishaw. November 
“erweli H 2’ Larluke 
lions for ,)eceniber 10
ârniinia-r r̂j  pHarles Watts should be sent to him at 24 

1 ‘"'d adclp,,, a “ Rlham, S.W. If a reply is required, a stamped 
H, Vt’Vr sed envelope must be enclosed.

 ̂  ̂M o s s!!rReCeived and sbab have attention. 
attendinir th , f  ll0Pe y°ur local duties will

5, Aberdeen ; 12, Liverpool ; 19, Cam- 
o and 17, Manchester.— All communica-

on \
J' He'

■ '«me-thn a F y ‘ocai uuues will not prevent your 
N'ovemv,„L Annual Meeting of the Secular Society, Limited,

B¡I1 do you mean by “ the speech on the Affirmation
a'"'y the sn* Cn<rt t!le door of parliament to Bradlaugh ” ? Ccr- 
11 'Vas delea^H °* ^ r‘ Gladstone had no such effect, for the 

erlui e a,'d Bradlaugh only entered parliament when 
rsm-rJ er (now Lord Peel) stood between him and

1 Se- l>rarl'-. Y ou don't seem posted up in the facts of the 
mu&h. lcally speaking, Gladstone did very little for Brad- 
.ade a g "lade a fine speech— though Ingersoll could have

X ect,
nMo

ire 
We

°ne and then said to his own party, “ Do as you 

•'s°t at all bad, but rather too mixed for adequate 

you will take Shares inne'v Como R*eased to hear that ___ _____ _______
if \v2Ued as 2 ' .   ̂He good wishes of a veteran like yourself
iJva Sue,

j  . .  » t a i i c a  u t  a  v c u  t < 1 1 1 i i i v l  j ' U U i o c n

-eecl 61 as y ° ur support. We note your remark that
shJ?nce the mahmg' Secularism pay we shall do more to 
t|,a[ try to mai.U*f than in furnishing potent arguments. We 
if (h"e shall sue '> Pay»anyhow; and we have a good hope 
eiit e "[''ole na ,c e e . course success will be ali the easier 

I, y  rallies promptly around the standard of our
to t!LM0T__q-,
»s tn °d,er nia[| ate ‘s booked for Camberwell. With regard 
ion ,,n’niunieai;„er’ s.ee'ng' Miss Vance is not the same thing 
'»lit, i'hanwi,-*’  Wl,h the editor of the Freethinker. When 

Morv»n° dC<-d.in these columns you should write
*Ha s on hearsa, '"uver> 11 >s against our practice to write para- 
1? lea G So°>ethin yVPrrhaPs at third or fourth hand. We prefer 
W '>  that ih J 'n e,ore us in black on white. We are glad 
W , 611 Park l-,...ranc'! held its own against the bigots in

^'ls?ther e to d '‘,lS,t^ unday- and note that Mr. Pack lectures*-Eviv„ aay  (Oct. 22).
obliged for your many kind attentions, 

your welcome weekly batch of cuttings 
You and your colleagues are 

ctona ~
eates,

— Much

X NÊ S e nkSf0 
T^oulaoble w l 2 raKraPh.%Uv. °ble %Vri rapn. to u  and your colleagues are
A Sfe|nd Janies ‘ctoria Park. We wish our party had

^  2  Every J ansn>itted to Miss Vance, who will write you
'H*wytak ............ J "  ’ ...................c ninr ^  coul>ts, and those who can only take two

Baker l v ereaftcr-
ch corresn °iUr *etters are bound to do good. We 
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Special.
A p p l ic a t io n s  for Shares in the Freethought Publishing 
Company, Limited, are still flowing in. About two- 
thirds (in point o f number) of the friends whose names 
were printed in the Freethinker have already redeemed 
their promises o f support. No doubt we shall hear 
from the remaining one-third shortly ; indeed, we do 
hear from some of them by every day’s post. W e have 
also heard from a good many fresh friends, and we 
should like to hear from many more as soon as possible.
I see it is no sort o f use to be in a hurry. People will 
take time, and their own time. Anyhow, it is better 
late than never.

I make a special appeal to those who have given no sign 
yet. Scores, perhaps hundreds, o f my readers are quite 
able to do something, and I beg them to do it. If  they 
were Christians, they might be urged forward by the hope 
o f heaven or the fear of hell. Being what they are, they 
must act, if they act at all, for the pure love o f Free- 
thought. A t the same time, there is every prospect or 
their receiving a reasonable dividend on their investment 
in this Company. They can aid the Freethought move­
ment without loss to themselves. And everyone who 
takes Shares becomes a part owner of the literary 
machinery of our propaganda, which is surely a good 
democratic w ay o f goin g  to work. Let us give a 
strong pull— not necessarily, I hope, a long pull— and 
a pull altogether, and we shall achieve a splendid 
success.

On the last page of this w eek’s Freethinker the Com ­
pany’s Prospectus is printed. Beneath it is a Form of 
Application for Shares. Those who have lost, or who 
never had, the separate Prospectus can fill in this form, 
and cut it off and forward it to the Secretary, with their 
remittance. G. W . F o o t e .
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Mr. Foote lectures this evening (October 22) at 
Athemeum Hall, 73 Tottenham Court-road, London, W. 
subject will be “ A Freethinker’s View of the White War in 
SouthAfrica.” Mr. Foote will deal with the matter thoroughly, 
and not in the spirit of political partisanship. No doubt 
London Freethinkers will want to hear him.

Mr. Foote had good audiences on Sunday at Manchester, 
though not quite as good as he sometimes has there, probably 
in consequence of the wretchedly poor display of the posters 
by the Bill-posting Company. Much discussion followed the 
afternoon lecture on “ Boers and Britishers.” After the even- 
ing lecture on Ingersoll, the mountebank Coleman tried to 
contribute one of his little entertainments, but the lecturer 
stopped him by saying he would not be a party to playing^ a 
farce on such an occasion. The audience agreed with this, 
and Coleman subsided. During the day the Branch took up 
its annual collection for the N.S.S. General Fund, and realised 
a record amount. ___

Last Sunday evening Mr. Charles Watts lectured in the 
A then,xu m Hall, upon “ The Church Congress Comedy.” He 
pointed out the “ sins of omission and of commission ” of the 
principal speakers, and showed that even from a Christian 
standpoint the proceedings were a combination of comedy 
and farce. Judging from the frequent and hearty applause 
of the audience, they shared Mr. Watts’s opinion. There was 
no discussion. Mr. W. J. Davidson occupied the chair.

After a long absence Mr. Watts visits Hull to-day, Sunday, 
October 22. He lectures three times in St. George’s Hall. 
His subjects are : “ Secular View of Existence,” “ Emancipa­
tion of Human Thought,” and “ Colonel Ingersoll as I knew 
Him.” Friends from Grimsby and the surrounding districts 

e expected to rally in strong force.

Mr Cohen delivers the last lecture in Victoria Park to-day 
tr w  ’22) at 1 v  We hope there will be a strong rally of the 
local “ saints” on this occasion-the last meeting for the 
present season. Mr. Heaford’s meeting there on Sunday 
afternoon was a very large one and was orderly enough 
until the Christians, irritated at the smallness of heir own 
leathering, came over in a body to disturb the infidels.

nf them with a silk hat and anything but silk manners, 
had  to be removed from the Park by the police. The others
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hooted and yelled to their heart’s content. Still, they could 
not break up the meeting. The Secularists stood their ground 
all the time.

The Porth Branch meets to-day (October 22) at 6 p.m., at 
30 Middle-street, Pontypridd. All members and friends are 
earnestly invited to attend. It is hoped that arrangements 
may be made for a public debate between Mr. Cohen and a 
local minister.

The New York Truth for October, a very handsomely 
got-up periodical, devotes several pages to the late Colonel 
Ingersoll, varying the letterpress with some fine portraits. 
The tribute is highly laudatory. “ Surrounded in life more 
than any other man,” it says, “ with people who held him in 
loving and tender regard, his name will live as long as 
sympathy, love, and liberty are found in the human heart.” 
Ingersoll is described as “ one of the most magnificent figures 
of the nineteenth century.”

The American Secular Union holds its Annual Congress in 
Boston on November 17, 18, and 19. Paine Hall has been 
offered, and accepted, for the meetings. An Ingersoll memorial 
meeting will occupy one session of the Congress.

Mr. Reichwald, secretary of the American Secular Union, 
requests us to send a cheering letter to the Boston Congress. 
He says the American Freethinkers need all the sympathy 
and stimulus they can get after the loss of Ingersoll. O f 
course we shall send the letter.

Good letters by G. Dawson Baker and J. W. Wittering 
have appeared in the Grimsby News on “ Religious Education” 
in elementary schools. Both letters, of course, advocate 
purely secular education. We may add that letters of this 
kind in local newspapers are of great service to the Free- 
thought Movement.

The National Secular Society’s Almanack for 1900 is nowin 
course of preparation, and Miss Vance, the N.S.S. Secretary, 
would be glad to hear from intending advertisers. Branch 
secretaries should return the forms already sent them as 
quickly as possible.

Mr. G. Waters reports that he has succeeded in passing a 
resolution to have the Freethinker placed on the library table 
of the Woolwich Radical Club.

Mr. Arthur B. Moss finished his outdoor season by a capital 
lecture in the Grove, Stratford, on Sunday last, taking for his 
subject “ The Religion of the Twentieth Century.” During 
the season Mr. Moss has delivered thirty-eight lectures in 
the open air, besides four in the provinces, and three at 
various Radical Clubs in London. He has also spoken at 
five of the Demonstrations in the parks. Surely a very good 
record for the season.

Our friend, Mr. Morrish, of Bristol, has lately been making 
a tour in the North of Ireland. We give a short extract from 
his letter : “ From I’ortrush to the celebrated Giant’s Cause­
way is a charming little ride of eight miles by electric tram­
way. The Causeway itself is a marvellous freak of nature. 
About half a mile from it is a peculiar dark cave of consider­
able extent, and at low water there is a singular phosphores­
cent gleam imparted from the sea, so that a weird, uncanny 
appearance pervades everything. Near the approach to the 
cave ‘ a religious m an’ has taken up his abode. He has 
lived there for years, dressed only in an old sack, with stones 
for his bed, and a few stones piled up in front of him. It 
must be awfully cold in winter time. He has an idea that 
his hard life anil self-denial is pleasing to the Lord ! Various 
kindly-disposed people occasionally bring him food, etc. He 
never washes himself; but the saints were never remarkable 
for personal cleanliness. For myself, I think he would be 
more usefully employed in mending some of the public roads.”

Proselytising Benevolence.
T hough a great deal is made by Christian evidence 
exponents o f the charitable w orks of Christian believers, 
much of the credit that is claimed will be found, on 
examination, to be hardly allowable by unbiassed 
observers. In the first place, the real and undisguis- 
able motives actuating many, o f these w orks are open to 
serious question ; and, in the next place, the results 
achieved are not alw ays, nor even frequently, such as 
could be desired. Proverbially, a gift-horse is not to be 
looked at in the mouth ; but should it be presented as a 
bribe, both the generosity o f the donor and the honesty 
o f the recipient are fair subjects o f criticism, apart from 
an examination o f the anim al’s teeth.

It is not too much to say that many of the good 
w orks and charitable sacrifices for which Christians

take credit are in 
fold return hereafter.
that a great deal o f Christian

spired by the promise of a bund , 
"  indisputable is the^ 
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a, 11 .P'0us benefactions to the poor are rightly regarded 
, gifts to G od.” T hey m ostly find their w ay into the 
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Death and Resurrection.
L essing  proved, in his ingenious booklet, Hose the 
Ancients Represented D eath , that the Greek artists did 
not represent death as a skeleton, but as the brother o f 
sleep, the picture being that o f a genius with an inverted 
torch. In the meantime skeletons have been discovered 
am ong the relics o f ancient a r t ; but Lessing’s contention 
has for that reason not been refuted.
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On the contrary, 
jt found thereby further corroboration, for the skeleton 
is not intended to represent death.

It is well known that in E gypt the figure of a mummy 
was passed around on festive occasions, with the words, 
“  Eat and drink and be merry, for soon you will be like 
this.”  The mummy represented to them the transiency 
o f life, and, far from inciting the revelers to ponder over 
the problem o f death, it was interpreted in the sense of 
Omar Khayyam  as a lesson to enjoy life, and to drain 
the cup o f pleasure to the lees.

The skeleton am ong the Greeks had the same signifi­
cance as the Egyptian mummy at carousals. Far from 
m aking men serious, it w as intended to dispel all gloom y 
thoughts. This interpretation appears most plainly in 
the silver cup found at Iloscoreale am ong other silver- 
w art, the pieces o f which show  a simple and pure 
taste, but may belong to a later age o f classical 
antiquity.

The skeletons represented on this cup are not genii 
o f death, but represent certain sages and poets who 
have now passed aw ay, and whose present condition 
would admonish the merry revelers to pluck the rose 
while it is in bloom, and to enjoy fife while it lasts. It 
is a classical analogue to the Christian Death Dances ; 
in fact, it is a death-dance ; but how different is the 
tendency in the two cases !

There can be no doubt concerning the interpretation 
of the figures, since the names are inscribed over the 
skeletons, who represent the philosophers Epicurus and 
Zeno, and the poets Anacreon, Sophocles, Moschus, 
Euripides, and Menander.

V ery strange performances are the death-dances of 
the Tibetan mystery-plays, one of which is performed 
on the last three days o f the year, and is called “  the 
ceremony o f the sacrificial body of the dead year.”  
The efligy of a man made out o f dough as life-like as 
possible, and having inside a distinct heart and all the 
entrails filled with a red fluid, is placed by four cemetery 
ghouls in sight o f the numerous spectators in the centre 
of the yard, and at once bands o f skeleton-ghosts rush 
upon the corpse to attack it. This is the time to dis­
play the necromantic power o f Lamaism over the evil 
spirits. Monks and lamas come forth and go  through 
a series o f ceremonies, the m agic effect o f which keeps 
the fiends away. But a more formidable devil with 
great horns, and possessed of superior powers, makes 
his appearance and takes the field. W hereupon a saint, 
or an incarnation of Buddha himself, comes to the rescue, 
sprays flour on the enemy, makes mystic signs, and utters 
incantations. The skeleton-ghosts and the big  fiend 
grovel before him and implore mercy. He graciously 
yields to their supplications, and allows them to partake 
o f a sacramental meal. W hile they kneel before him he 
gives to each one o f them a little flour to eat and a drink 
out of a vessel o f holy water.

This concludes the day’s performance.
The corpse, however, is not destined to be preserved. 

On the next day the fight is renewed, and, after a 
cannonade with blessed mustard-seed and other exor­
cisms, an awful demon appears whose title is “  the holy 
king of religion. ” He wears the head of a bull, a dagger 
in the right, and the effigy o f a human heart in the left, 
hand. This strange figure seems to represent the main 
deity 'of the ancient Tibetans, when they were still in the 
habit o f offering human sacrifices, not in effigy, but in 
reality. The demon god has been converted by Buddha 
and become a protector o f Buddhism. I Ie is now satisfied 
with human sacrifices in effigy, and the man made o f 
douch, being supposed to be an enemy o f lib et, is sur­
rendered to him. He dances round the figure o f the 
man on the ground, stabs him, binds Ins feet in a snare, 
and at last cuts off his limbs, slits open his breast, takes

* This article is in the Mature of a supplement to the series of 
articles O il “ Death in Religious Art ” which appeared in the Open 
Court, Vo\. XI., No. 12, and Vol. XII., Nos. . and 2.
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out his bleeding' heart, lungs, and other intestines. A t 
this m om enta horde o f monsters falls upon the remnants 
o f the dismembered dough-man and scatters them in all 
directions. The pieces are collected again in a silver 
basin, and the H oly K in g  o f Religion, eating a morsel, 
throws them up in the air. This is the signal for the 

fin a le ;  the pieces are caught and fought for by the 
demons, and at last the crowd o f spectators joins the 
general scramble for pieces o f dough, representing 
human flesh, which they either eat or treasure up as 
talismans.

Sim ilar ceremonies are executed by different sects in 
different w ays, but all o f them indicate survivals of 
practices which antedate the institutions of Buddhism.

Another interesting relic o f skeleton-representation is 
preserved by Gori* in a crude inscription which no 
longer belongs to classical antiquity, but dates from 
the first Christian centuries. It is scratched on a 
m agnet-stone, and represents D eath as a skeleton, 
according to some such conception as is represented in 
the Gospel o f Nicodemus, where Death, in communion 
with Satan, is said to have power over the world, as the 
great monarch to whom everything that lives is subject. 
The picture shows Death riding on a chariot drawn by 
lions ; at least, this is the interpretation which Bishop 
M unterf gives o f the strangely-shaped and ill-drawn 
animals, which gallop over another skeleton while a 
third skeleton to the right contem plates the scene.

The illustration is accompanied by unintelligible in­
scriptions, similar in character to the Ephesian letters 
so frequently found on Abraxas gem s. The probability 
is that this strange device, which unequivocally belongs 
to the period of Gnostic thought, w as used as an emblem 
by some secret religious society, and represented an idea 
that w as communicated to the members in “  m ysteries.” 
The absence of any Christian emblem would lead us to 
conclude that it is pagan-Gnostic.

D eath, as a rule, is not represented in the Christian 
catacom bs, except, perhaps, by palms and wreaths, or 
allegories of rest. Boldetti} found in the cem etery of 
Calixtus and Praetextatus a crudely-w rought slab repre­
senting a w agon, the tongue o f which is carved in the 
shape of a cross, and is turned backward, as a sign of 
its no longer being used. The driver and horses are 
not seen, but the whip appears by the side o f the wagon. 
The inscription is mutilated beyond recognition, but the 
name o f the man buried, A gilius, is legible.

W hile death itself is not represented by the early 
Christians, the thought o f death was not foreign to 
them ; and the main thing on which their interest is 
concentrated is the hope o f resurrection.

The idea o f im mortality am ong the early Christians 
w as not a preservation o f the soul, but a resurrection of 
the body ; and this is one reason w hy they preferred 
burial to cremation. Prudentius says ( Cathemerinon 
Hymn) : —

“ There will soon come a time when genial warmth 
shall revisit these bones, and the soul will resume its 
former tabernacle, animated with living blood. The 
inert corpses, long since corrupted in the tomb, shall be 
borne through the ether [auras] in company with the 
souls. For this reason is such care bestowed upon the 
sepulchre; such honor paid to the motionless lim bs; 
such luxury displayed in funerals. We spread the linen 
cloth of spotless white— myrrh and frankincense embalm 
the body. What do these excavated rocks signify ? 
What these fair monuments ? What, but that the
object entrusted to them is sleeping, and not dead.......
But now death itself is blessed, since through its pangs 
a path is thrown open to the just, a way from sorrow to
the stars.......We will adorn the hidden bones with violets
and many a bough ; and on the epitaph and the cold 
stones we will sprinkle liquid odors ” f  The Church in the 
Catacombs, by C. Maitland, pp. 45, 46).

The immortality o f the soul, such as it w as taught by 
Plato, whose Socrates scorned to identify him self with 
the corpse that would form his bodily remains, would 
not have satisfied these simple-minded people, and so 
the doctrine w as officially adopted by the Church and 
incorporated into the Apostolic Confession o f Faith,
where it reads : “  I believe....... in a resurrection o f the
flesh.”  The fear o f death, therefore, is repelled by the 
thought of resurrection, which is interpreted literally

* Gemma Astri/ercr, ii., p. 248.
t  Sinnbilder unit A’unstvorslellungen, p, 110.
X Osscrsasioni, p. 349.

and in a m aterialistic sense, and thus we find 2 »*,. 
number o f bas reliefs and pictures directly or indif 
representing the idea of a reaw akening to life. _ ,

The Christians o f later centuries clung tenacio11','̂ . 
the belief in resurrection from the grave, the real1 
tion o f the dust, the revival o f the body, or ho'vs^. 
the doctrine w as expressed ; only o f late this cru<*  ̂
m aterialistic conception begins to g ive  w ay to 2 ^
spiritual belief in the immortality o f the soul-  ̂^
most favorite German funeral-hymn begins 
words* :—

Auferstehn, ja  auferstehn 
Sollst du mein Staub nach kurzer Roh,

The hymns of 
expression to the

the English-speaking 
same hope. American

world !
Chris“3

Thus shall they guard my sleeping dust,
And, as the Savior rose,

The grave again shall yield her trust 
And end my deep repose. ^

Robert Pollok, a Scottish religious poet  ̂
fervor, and a faithful believer in Calvinism, 1 .$ej c* 
in detail how every atom o f the body will be r 
the day o f judgm ent. He says :—  9

The doors of death were opened, and in the
A nd loathsom e vault and silent charnel-house
Moving were heard the mould’ring bones tba 
Their proper place. Instinctive every soul , j  
Flew to its clayey part ; from grass-grown m
The nameless spirit took its ashes up......
Wherever slept one grain of human dust— 
Essential organ of a human soul.
Wherever tossed—obedient to the call 
Of God’s omnipotence, it hurried on 
To meet its fellow-particles, revived,
Rebuilt, in union indestructible.
No atom of his spoils remained to death

sot«1•ht

K
but

fro*11.

traditional belief in the resurrection

A new and higher conception of life apPea 
nmortality o f the soul is insisted upon with0 

to a revival o f the dust. Still m ytholog103 ’ 
offensive, are the lines :—

There is no death in heaven ;
But when the Christian dies 
The angels wait his parted sou 
And waft it to the skies. fl_

Theodore Barker boldly cuts himself flesh

juy
• I I I  l  1 i Vs V I V V U  V*>1 X HC A. H J —-------  , >1

believe in the resurrection of the ° es Vvi:ce tri1*8 J 
this in early times, but the Council ot d°̂ |C C
men accursed who dared to doubt it.....• ¡Inp<,sSj(1t<’jj
the resurrection of the flesh seems to m jo"*1 Tf,
absurd.......When the stiffened body flic
tomb.......I feel that there is no death 1° nff ¡5 fj.
clod, which yonder dust shall cover,
The dust goes to its place, the man 1 ugb ‘ ¡ff* 
that I feel my immortality. 1 00  ̂r0of, 1,0 1 3<**C
into heaven. I ask no miracle, no p .¡ty.
I ask no risen dust to teach me immor ■ y

objects to the im mortality o f “ risen dust, 
“ In the creed of many Churches it *,s

scious of eternal life.” §
A s to the early Christians, we shall eas;

crudeness o f their conception o f «mm It
consider the crudeness o f their phil°s°P

* This song is probably kept alive llll0yerseS °
It is a sign of the times that one of *’lC C e ti0*1’, 
y.inu'v'iirtil. wliteh emnhnsises bodilV res'1Zuversicht, which emphasises bodily 
been dropped from the Wiirtenbergtsche “
reads :—  u n it

Dann wird eben diese ti ,

eh'

Mich umgeben wie ich g  • j, 
Gott wird werden angesc 
Dann von mir in diesem . ¡c-h 
Und in diesem Fleisch w 
Jesum sehen evigüch.

..„sbVth';
f y

.tcitati0*1 ,*nW'
It is obvious that the ideas o f the res ¡tp .
ours, these eyes, this body, this flesh, ‘ f  Chr,s
to the ever-increasing intelligent portio ji.on> , c 'y -VIV* v v v i  i n v i  v u o i l i ^  » m V ,  * r g  I '  j y ,  g y

Robert Pollok was born at Moor m  ̂b h
a nr! A\nr\ «snilt liafllptOn,  ̂ I¡t¿land, in 1798, and died at Southampton, oCni V ge*1 ,

„u:..r_....... 'TV.*. r"*....*..*, „/* 7 /Wf il 1 rjte ,n.f;tûchief work was The Course o f  ' J favo1*1̂  d 
through many editions, and is still a 0f the v  
holds' in Scotland. The poem _ treats^,»
destiny of man. 
became popular.

It was published 
It is written in blank

« cyclop«*'0

rsc in tun

ucMiiiic u w iiu i .  1. 1-, .................  ,,rv, „nil '**
poetic diction of the eighteenth c t  (¿e\\nfc '
enthusiasm, impassioned elevation o ^ /(J I l f  ^  J
of words and images. (See 
P- 4°3-) . . . . . k faitfe

i  Quoted from an unpublished b° pa-
the Rev. John K. Kilbourn, Philade l

;°ffi

§ Ibid.
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“/.'“ general education. T o  them religion w as still a 
!n“ of magic. Thus Jesus is, in the most ancient 
,lc Ufes of Christian art, commonly represented after' '•0

p0Weshl° n ° f  a m agician, w and in hand, to indicate his 
siiDpl ° ' Working miracles. The belief in miracles 
'he ye scFved in those times, as it does to-day, to feed 
are for a resurrection of the dead. If miracles
No doub  ̂ * * cannot a corpse be resurrected to life ?
,SreDr- .  'n the bas-reliefs on sarcophagi, where Jesus 
artisj ^fenteci as m ultiplying the loaves and fishes, the 
regardej0aS'i1t o f him in the sense in which Christ is
l i r ‘u“a m the Fourth Gospel, as being the bread of 
'he 1 Ur'her, Christ is represented as Orpheus, with 
dea./?e ^ a*; moved the heart o f the pitiless king ot 
w y ’ as Jonah, who w as hidden in the interior of the 
"hi? ’ and especially as the master over life and death, 

■ pi1 Power he proved in the resurrection o f Lazarus. 
neeiiC crU(leness o f the old conception ot immortality 
ta',n ??*• blind us to the germ s o f truth which are con- 
life f la it- W e no longer believe in a reaw akening to
l'°n of tb corPsp .....................

0 ° rrC s.ouI.-
%  „ , ls in our thoughts, our sentiments, and in 
The ndeavors ■ •
thin^aterial

corpse, but we know  that there is a preserva-

and they are spiritual, not material. 
•.* are particles which do the work while we 

N  are dlscarded in the process as waste-products, 

?r 'hougi a?ed n cw  m aterial o f  sam e kind-
0,

are preserved as memory by a preservation 
j7sical s , f°rm  remains in the metabolism o f our 
0flri'ua] IifcSten?’ and preserves the continuity of our
c the -  fn the same w ay as the waste-products 
CorPses 0f ,?ss ° f  thinking are not our thoughts, the 
th^aiHiate!]2 , ad are the remains o f those who have 
/ lraSp; their lives, not the men themselves, not 
cas> and is ' j ns> their thoughts, their deeds. The body 
'¡(i °fa  m ° ° m.ed ,t° disintegration ; but the signifi- 
ip "vhich ]an’i b's iife-work, his soul, the new forma- 
iDd :ath ; t|C " as called into being, are not annihilated 
¡m ? reai remain a living factor with the living, 
V a ^ a l a n f Sence’ tPle bliss o f which continues in its 

'h ofear-n • P,e.rsonal significance according to the 
T/le 0 ?  ^ iv id u a l  soul.

* L1t Court.
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Correspondence.
CASE OF MR. ENGSTROM .

 ̂  ̂ eoitor ok “ tiie freethinker. ”
, that aP-ree with you that it was a mistake
Jr ,r*stian 1’ ^°i°d would be done by appealing

. ou, rcetl)0u. ..'Thence Society to conduct its crusade
"'Tone1® spa ’ W,th fa*r play and courtesy, 1 beg you . a,S|.,K<ice for a ____Qf jyjr>

He has

-on/ “ spa// ,  ‘air piay and courtesy, 1
vl?"tl cu s letter i°5 a few words ou the subject 
V^ttp y that 1/ 1 not address myself to him. 

a r. n„ , . le has no desire to arrive at the truth of
H ^ n i e  (¡"‘deed he has not much to gain by doing so.

n’y
time, i n ® ®

fr0v "'an “y ou-n am scarcely convinced against the 
S  k s,? 01 ‘>iv si' ?°nses> by his merely saying that he 
V ,e-na. Veral Witnpte" ,cnts arc false. 1 could and would 
^ " o t Ily ,d o e fnSnC? ‘ he-,ruth of cyer> word I wrote

not desire that 1 shoufd do so.ir - ____ _ _________  There-
'kr S“borrl‘ ^°cietv . ~i 1---- »*•■ *> -----------dinar-. , ) uses the same methods of warfare

t
i t̂oc 1 * — uns sam e m euiuus ui w
1 enaK1° so. anxiously repudiates (only that a 

’ Wiat " '" lin .r ',, .s bint to use cleaner language), we are 
fail//, 'hey n 0 ’ he conclusion 1 suggested in my hrst 

then, driven to this because all better means
M. L.

! V <1 e « ° n

T°  t£ R i s t i a n  e v i d e n c e  s o c i e t y .

ife e
OF th e  FREETHINKER.’

Il- i L V ^ *  W o r j!r SP 011 d e n c e anent the above, I should
N ft 'te J ^ y  nm.„ s: i-ast

le > c m s P.r°te'Hi|. *Cc|,
Of 'ey. t'lro

April I wrote to the Secretary
Tersi 0 Violen,. aga,nst the disgraceful language 
J’ eh. "y the -,CL USL’d habitually by two ot their 
' ea-lrhrcs I ofr,./"!cs °* G. II. Green and NoahV v

l fcr; î hict. receive, 1.' 1,1,1 ,neii resident in this locality.
l. shall ? Says • »T ?p|y, fr°m the Rev. T . T . Water- 

l Cjibp yTrdlv have 1 bank you sincerely for your long
: > c . c s

, l1 “ 11 sUCn . trend«ceriy deprecate and condcm ■ ̂  the rev ■ .*.̂  bas
y: W’u.'/Re heard nothing furlb® > g„oW n0t.!. n0t  beCl
1 her inquiry has been mad ..nesseshav ,-ng my

C a°nne-s'dedaita\r.{ormy ^ f ^ nCe sCadl0feBut xhi« ’ know, Thar

serious and impartial attention, 
adds. “ that such language as you

Since receiving

complaint to the Society the language of these two fellows 
has been, if anything, worse ; and I, for my pains in taking 
up what was really a matter of public concern, have been 
repeatedly assailed from the platform by these two abuse- 
mongers with all manner of insults—so much so that, on 
one occasion, I was told by another well-known but respected 
C. E. advocate of this neighborhood that I would have 
been perfectly justified in taking the law into my own hands 
and knocking the speaker (Green) off the platform.

The only moral I can draw from all this is that the C. E. 
Society, while deeming it best policy to profess repudiation of 
unfair methods, yet, on the quiet, winks at them. Christian 
Evidence work, as you, Mr. Editor, once truly said, generally 
finds a man a blackguard or leaves him so.

I’eckham. ______________ W alter C. H art.

MARTIN LU TH ER.
TO THE EDITOR OF “  THE FREETHINKER.”

Sir,— H. J. Traubel, in the Conservator quoted by you 
(October 15), says : “ Very few people know anything about 
Luther.” Mr. Traubel seems to know less about him than 
anybody else, or he could not possibly say of him that he 
epitomized a cry for liberty, or that he met the devil full- 
robed in a priestly council and was not afraid.

As to Luther’s championing liberty, the wretched peasantry 
of Germany, then terribly oppressed, on hearing so much on 
the reformer’s part of “ Christian liberty,” applied the words 
not spiritually, but to their outward circumstances, which they 
hoped would be improved. Poor fellows ! they did not know 
Luther. This is what he meant by liberty: “ The ass must 
have blows, and the people must be governed by force.” And 
again : “ There are no more devils in hell; they have all taken 
possession of the peasants. Wherefore the peasants must 
secretly and publicly be strangled and killed like mad dogs.” 
He taught that all the petty tyrants of Hessey, Saxony, 
Wurtemberg, and so on, were appointed by God himself; and 
such preaching, of course, rendered them favorable to the 
Reformation. As to Luther not being- afraid of the devil, he 
tells us himself that on one occasion, when he was asked to 
drive the devil out of a girl possessed, he was so frightened 
by the said devil, who was obstinate, that he had to rush into 
the sacristy and change his breeches.

To attempt any comparison between him and Ingersoll is 
an insult to the latter. Ingersoll never pandered to the 
passions of any prince, as Luther frequently did. He advo­
cated true and real liberty, which Luther never did ; and he 
was not the miserable slave to superstition which Luther was 
to the most abject and idiotic degree. He fully believed in 
the power of witches, and was ready to help to burn them. 
His arrogance and brutality were boundless. He called other 
reformers—far superior to him in intellectual and moral 
qualities, such as Occalampading and Zwingli—devils, because 
they did not in all points agree with him. O f Sir Thomas 
More he said : “ Verily, he was a very notable tyrant, and 
plagued and tormented innocent Christians like an execu­
tioner but Luther did not say this because More was the 
persecuting bigot he was, but because he was known to have 
assisted Henry VIII. in his treatise against Luther. To 
place Luther, the howling dervish of the Bible imposture, the 
bloodthirsty superstitious enemy of all liberty, mental and 
political, on the same pedestal as the noble-minded, chivalrous, 
and intellectually gigantic Ingersoll is, as I said above, an 
insult to the latter, against which all Freethinkers ought to 
raise their voices. C. W. H kckethorn.

SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

\Notices o f Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, 
and be marked “ Lecture Notice," i f  not sent on post-card.}

LONDON.
T he Athenäum Hall (73 Tottenham 

;. W. I-'oote, “ A Freethinker’s View of tG
Africa.”

Court-road, W.) : 7.30, 
the White War in South

r tea.Bradlaugh Club and Institute (36 Newington Green-road, 
Ball's Bond): 8.30, Bohemian Comedy Company in the laughable 
comedy, “ Arabian Nights.”

Camberwell (North Camberwell Hall, 61 New Church-road) : 
11.30, Annual General Members' Meeting; 7.30, E. Pack, "The 
God of Battles and the Prince of Peace.”

South London Ethical Society (Masonic Hall, Camberwell 
N'ew-road): 7, Alfred Milnes, M.A., “ Virtue and Merit : A Study

Rooms, Royalof Shaftesbury.
West London Ethical Society (Empress 

Palace Hotel, High-street, Kensington, W.) : 11, Dr. Stanton Coil, 
"S t. Augustine's Confessions."

Open-air P ropaganda.
Mile End Wa st e : 11.30, E. Pack ; 7, W. J. Ramsey. October 

25, at 8, W. J. Ramsey.’ Brockwell Park (near Herne-hill Gates): 3.13, E. Pack. 
Camberwell (Station-road): 11.30, E. Pack.
P e c k h a m  R ye : 3.15, F. A. Davies.
S tratford  (The Grove): 7, S. Jones.

,u«d a ffa- "V-“  maue 1 Know 1101, *■  . V ictoria Park (near the Fountain): 3.15, Stanley Jones.
'his j alr> for my witnesses have not been Westminster (Grosvenor Embankment): u.30, 0 ,,M- 

00 know th **■  cin/»A seodine- mv • "Historical Value of the New Testament."

E. White,



686 THE FREETHINKER. O ctober  22, iW

CO U N TRY.
B irmingham Branch (Prince of Wales Assembly Rooms): 

Mrs. Bradlaugb Bonner— n , "Sunday” ; 7, “ Revenge.”
"y C hatham Secular Society (Queen’s-road, New Brompton): 
2.45, Sunday School ; 7, J. M. Robertson, “ The Feeling for 
Religion.”

E dinburgh (Moulders’ Hall, 105 High-street): 7, Mr. Straton, 
“ To be or not to be, that is the question.”

G lasgow (n o  Brunswick-street): 12, Discussion Class— Mr. 
M’Clymont ; 6.30, A. G. Nostik.

H ull (St. George's Hall) : Charles Watts— 11, “ Secular View 
of E x i s t e n c e 2.30, “ Emancipation of Human Thought” ; 7, 
“ Colonel Ingersoll as I Knew Him.”

Leicester  Secular Society (Humberstone-gate): 6.30, H. P. 
Ward, “ Man’s Reason and God’s Revelation.”

L iverpool (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square): 7, Mr. Swan, 
"T h e Tyranny of Compulsory Vaccination.”

Manchester Secular H all (Rusholme-road, All Saints): 
Joseph McCabe— 3, “ Life in other Planets ” ; 7, “ Materialism and 
Morals.” Tea at 5.

Sh effield  Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockingham- 
street) : W. Heaford— 11, “ The Dawn of Christianity”; 3, “ A 
World without God ” ; 7, “ Bible Morality : Its Dangers and 
Defects.” Tea at 5.

South Shields (Captain Duncan’s Navigation Schools, Market­
place) : 7, Readings.

Lecturers’ Engagements.
H. Percy Ward, 2 Leamington-place, George-street, Balsall 

Heath, Birmingham. —October 22, Leicester. 29, Huddersfield. 
November 5, Birmingham. 12 and 19, Manchester. 26, Bir­
mingham. December 17, Birmingham.

POSITIVISM.
“ Reorganisation, without god or hing, by the systematic 

worship of Humanity.”
Information and publications on the Religion of Humanity 

may be obtained free on application to the Church of 
Humanity, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

In stout paper covers, is.; cloth, 2s.

THE

BOOH OF GOD
In the Light of the Higher Criticism.

W ith Special Reference to D ean  F a r r a r ’s New Apology.

B y  G. W .  F O O T E .

Contents:— Introduction— The Bible Canon— The Bible and 
Science —  Miracles and Witchcraft—  The Bible and Free- 
thought— Morals and Manners— Political and Social Progress 
— Inspiration— The Testimony of Jesus— The Bible and the 
Churchof England— AnOriental Book— Fictitious Supremacy.

" I have read with great pleasure your Book o f Cod. You have 
shown with perfect clearness the absurdity of Dean Farrar’s posi­
tion. I congratulate you on your book. It will do great good, 
because it is filled with the best of sense expressed with force and 
beauty.”— Col. R. G. Ingcrsoll.

“ A volume we strongly recommend...... Ought to be in the hands
of every earnest and sincere inquirer.”— Reynolds's Newspaper.

" Mr. Foote takes the Dean’s eloquence to pieces, and grinds 
the fragments to power. His style, as a whole, is characterised 
by a masculine honesty and clearness.”— Ethical World.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Ingersoll’s

T H E
Great Lecture.

D E V I L
Price 6d. post free.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

STAN TO N , the People’s Dentist, 333 Strand (opposite Somerset 
House).— TEETH  on V U LC A N iTE , 2s. 6d, each; upper or 

lower set, £ 1 .  Best Quality, 4s. each ; upper cr lower, £ 2 .  
Completed in four hours when required ; repairing or alteration 
in two hours. If you pay more than the above, they are fancy 
charges. Teeth on platinum, 7s. 6d. each ; on 18 ct. gold, 13s. 
stopping, 29. 6d. ; extraction, is. ; painless by gas, 5s.

Works by the late R. G. Ingersoll-

T he H ouse of D eath. 
Funeral Orations and Ad­
dresses. Handsomely printed 
and bound, is.

T he D evil. 6d. 
Superstition. 6d.
D efence of F reethought. 

A Five Hours’ Speech at the 
Trial of C. B. Reynolds for 
Blasphemy. 6d. 

S hakespeare. 6d.
T he Gods. 6d.
T he H oly B ible. 6d.
R eply to Gladstone. With 

a Biography by J. M. Wheeler.
4d.

R ome or R eason ? A Reply 
to Cardinal Manning. 4d. 

Crimes against C riminals. 
3d-

O ration on W alt W hitman.
3d.

O ration on V oltaire. 3d. 
A braham L incoln. 3d. 
Paine the P ioneer. 2d. 
H umanity’s D ebt to T homas 

Paine. 2d.
Ernest R enan and Jesus 

Christ. 2d.
T rue R eligion. 2d.
T hree P hilanthropists. 2d. 
L ove the R edeemer. 2d.

W hat is R eligion? ^ ' 
Is Suicide a Sin ? 2“' 
Last W ords on SltcH>e' 
God and tiie State, 
W hy am I an AgN° 

Part I. 2d.
W hy am I an AGfI1 

Part II. 2d. |,f i
Faith and Fact. be?;

Dr. Field. 2d. ¡A
God and Man. Secon 

to Dr. Field. 2d.
T iie D ying Creed.
T iie L imits of - .

A Discussion with 1 j l  
F. D. Coudert and Lo ■ 
Woodford. 2d. ¡j.

H ousehold of Fait1 • ,  
A rt and Morality.
D o  I B laspheme ?
T he Clergy and 

Sense. 2d.
Social Salvation- 
Marriage and Div° 
S kulls. 2d. jil.
T he Great MistaK ’
L ive T opics, w - ¡ 1  

Myth and MiRaclE’
R eal B lasphemy- ¡ 1

R epairing the UK
Christ and MikaCE l,tY. 1
Creeds and

2i. i
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London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street,

T H E  B E S T  _ ve,
ON NEO-M ALTHUSIANISM IS, I BELlp p lC ^  

TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND 
OF neo-malthusianism .

By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N- '
/ th o '*160 pages, with portrait and autograph, hound tn cl

Price is., post free.
In order to bring the information within the rf ‘i^
most important parts of the book are issued in a U piUHP1 
pages at ONE penny, post free 2d. Copies of

0

distribution is. a dozen post free.
The National Reformer of September 4, s>Holmes’ pamphlet...... is an almost unexceptiona ¡,0ul ¡ce..

Neo-Malthusian theory and practice...... and m |nl’es’ ./»Wk
I moral feeling...... The special value of Mr. g gi

the Neo-Malthusian cause and to human wen-u^'j“tefl1,̂  jcC1* 4___ _________________________  nil
just his combination in bis pamphlet of a a pl^  ¿1c'
physical and moral need for family limitation v  ̂ e(
of the means by which it can be secured, and aA.ceS," ¡̂¡, 
cerned c f the requisites at the lowest possible £ rs^rs

The Council of the Malthusian League, jiigb ^  
Allbutt, and others, have also spoken of it »1 v ,.e|--sfi'CL' 

The trade supplied by R. Forder, 28 Stonec —¿ 5
E.C. Other orders should be sent to the autfi gp“

J. R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WAN

/

V'

W. J. Rendells “ W ifes
. r nf Popû 'tct ^ d^ Recommended by Mrs. Bcsant in Law o J * r  0W  ^

Dr. Allbutt in Wife’s Handbook, p. 51, ‘ .,0st j Plde°
Chadwcll-street, Clerkenwell; 2s. per d0 ^ta0iped 
in larger quantities). For particulars sent

Im portant G a u t i° n^
Beware of useless imitations substituted^ J  jp, 

-  ” no J. -chemists, the words “  Rendell & Co, ^  j eCei
being speciously and plausibly introduce t

Look for Autografii Register®0

eiv«

;APE

tt>e

IVlA1itK’
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Lot 11.
1 Pair Pure Wool Blankets.
1 Pair Large Bed Sheets.
1 Beautiful Quilt.
1 White or Colored Tablecloth. 
1 lb. Free Clothing Tea.

For 21s. Carriage Paid.

RATIONAL OVERCOATS.
TO MEASURE.

Double Breasted, 30s.
Single Breasted, 28s.
Materials: All Colors in Meltons,

Beavers, and Friezes.
Patterns Post Free.

some w o n d e r f u l  l i n e s .
GOTT’S FREE CLOTHING TEA. 

2s. 4d. per lb. Carriage Paid. Samples free. 
No Firm can compete with this and live. 

Sold only as an Advertisement.

Ge NTLEMEN’S SUITS 
To Measure.

30s.
Se variety of Patterns.

J. W. GOTT, LADIES’ COSTUMES
2 and 4 To Measure.

Union-street, 25s.
BRADFORD. In all the latest Patterns.

''*« Great Works Offered
V as Remainders.

^ ^°- having purchased of the Executrix
oi vj Ôtyei i ^ AVard Truelove the whole of the stock of 

Paine’s Complete Political Works (805 pp

wall-known work. “ The Prophet 
* ofr„ai1̂  °f P îr, rse pa£es> originally published at

v  ̂ the sS ?  l  Com-olet3 Politi ' ................ — '
%  b 0 at nominal prices,

\ , i Kr°Phet of xt —
'>r°Phetic-1 a z a r e th ; or, a Critical Inquiry 

.„C_<1 ’.. h'tcllcetiial, and Moral Character of

Je” the p 
? sCh/ n

P« i S’ his - _ .
to$t ,l"1' MERED;°r;,[rses: and his Social Intercourse. By E van

|)H,°ns. , r tr  exemplified in his Predictions, his Precepts, InslOta- ’ n>s Disr̂ .._

3s. Ml: '-'J‘ nt. Cloth, 636 pages, price 2s. 6d. net, b\

In two volumes, bound in cloth, the whole of

Charles W atts’s Pamphlets
NOW IN PRINT.

Voi. I., price 3s. 6d. post free.
Contents :—

'"ij\GomPlete Political Works, Miscellaneous
lc American Crisis, The Rights of • ’ plete R el',ort

« \ i*£ d Essays on Various Subjects, with a Con 1 uh a>n.|
N t V i *

t!>e Autl:

On . * Ule -----
s r;t|t of tp , 'r °i King’s Bench. Illustrated w

'o r. Ciotti, 805 pages, 3s. 6d. net, by

0-> '7 Johnson's-court, F le et-stre e t, E.C.

^hvvaites Liver Pills.

The Claims ot Christianity Ex­
amined.

Was Christ a Political and Social 
Reformer ?

Is there a Life Beyond the 
Grave ?

Evolution and Special Creation. 
The Death of Christ.
Why Do Right?
Education: True and False.

Christianity and Civilisation. 
Secular Morality.
The Secularist's Catechism. 
Secularism : Its Relation to the 

Social Problems of the Day. 
Bible Morality.
The Existence of God.
Saints and Sinners. 
Discreditable Tactics of Chris­

tian Disputants.

Voi. IL, price 4s. 6d. post free.
Contents :—

W ill cure Liver,

L>,\ b
\  est^mi, , ~-------

aU Ston!ediC‘ne il1 the World.
'"N s^an-r 1 Dlseases cffectua"y-

>4 o V '^ iia , c?Ubles and Cardiac Complaints, Female 
0. ^  stanips C" r ! s’ C id . and 2s. gd. per box. Post

^AlTC ‘recdons with each box.
S’ Herbali:list, Stockton-on-Tees.

* Atn,> rherP ° I S ° N 0 U 8  P A I N T S .

Is > ^ isher. 78<nflUCnCCS'
Samples Free. 

Chapel Allcrton, Leeds.

J. Greevz

The Teachings of Secularism 
Compared with Christianity.

Nature and the Supernatural.
The Glory of Unbelief.
Secularism Destructive and Con­

structive.
Christianity: Its Origin, Nature, 

and Influence.
Theological Presumption.
Agnosticism and Christian 

Theism.
Christianity Defective and U11- j 

necessary. |

Happiness in Hell and Misery 
in Heaven.

A Reply to Father Lambert's 
Tactics of Infidels.

A Debate with the Editor of the 
Halifax (N.S.) Afail. (Of this 
debate Col. Ingersoll writes: 
" Mr. Watts’s statement as to 
what Secularism is could not 
be improved; his definitions of 
certain terms are accurate 
and lucid. I have never read 
better.”)

Af>plications fo r  the above Volumes should be sent direct 
to M r. C h a r le s  W a t t s , 24 Carminia-road, Balham , 

London, S. IV.

^ ‘•'~PÜKul0Unt> S6 Central-drive and Rc 
°derate ternJU'd Apartments. Go

ead’s-road, 
Good accom-

New Pamphlet by C. Cohen.

PAIN & PROVIDENCE.
P R I C E  O N E  P E N N Y .

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.
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T H E  F R E E T H O U G H T  P U B LIS H IN G  COM PANY,

Capital £5,000 in Shares of £1 each

Registered under the Companies' Acts 1862 to  1890.

Deferred Shares, f 1’1Ordinary Shares, £4,000.

The Ordinary Shares are Offered for Subscription, and are Payable as follows
2S. 6d. per Share on Application.
5s. od. ,, ,, ,, Allotment.
2s. 6d. ,, ,, ,, Decem ber 31, 1899.

10s. 6d. ,, ,, in Subsequent Calls, at one month’s notice, as may be required.

DIRECTORS.
George Anderson, 35a Great George-street, W e st­

minster, S .W .
Samuel H artmann, 21 Australian Avenue, E .C .

Charles W atts, 24 Carm inia-road, Balham 
R obert F order, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C. 
G. W . F oote, 28 Stonecutter-street, E .C .

Temporary Office— -377 Strand, London, W .C . Secretary—  E. M. V ance (Miss).

»PROSPECTUS. ,
T he Freethought Publishing Com pany, Limited, has been formed to acquire and take over the c0P^Pq,ere"'l'j 
w eekly newspaper called the Freethinker, together with the stock o f books and pamphlets connected ¡¡s#w eekly newspaper called the Freethinker, together with the stock o f books and pamphlets connecter 
and the goodw ill o f the business ; and to continue publishing the said newspaper, and selling the said giflii 
pamphlets, and issuing fresh publications of a similar character ; and also to en gage in any other busi
m ay be convenient and beneficial to the Company.

The nominal Capital o f the Com pany is ¿£5,000, in Shares o f £ 1  each.
sK

O f these 4-000 are Ordfo** <
and 1,000 Deferred Shares. The whole o f the Deferred Shares, bearing no dividend until Ordinary j’ ,,“us(:ripl

The Ordinary Shares are offered for general su¿£5 per cent, per annum, are subscribed by the Vendor. The Ordinary Shares are offered for general stocA, 
Mr. G. W . Foote, the Vendor, agrees to take £ ”2,000 for his interest in the Freethinker and fpr tothef-

ipphed^books and pamphlets as it stands. O f this sum £ 1,0 0 0  is to be retained by the Board and ap
ment in full o f the 1,000 Deferred Shares subscribed by the Vendor. The remainder of the pur ,,,. 
payable as follows :— £ 2 50  on takin g possession, and the balance in five instalments at intervals of

■ ch*s*_y>5
tK

Mr. Foote also binds hjimself by agreem ent to act as Editor of the Freethinker, and as M anagjn^ ^  
the Com pany, at a salary, or salary and percentage, to be determined from time to time between

Provision is made by an arbitration clause for any difference that m ay arise as to function ° r, a,;« ti'Board.
point or points o f difference being subm itted to two independent referees and an umpire, 
ment is for ten years.

The term of R,lS‘

The D irectors consider that the Vendor, by binding him self to stand by the Com pany for a Je11-ofl 
and by investing one-half o f the purchase money in Deferred Shares, whose value will chiefly depen

¿»y
j r a I

g ives ample proof o f his bond fides  in prom oting the Com pany, and o f his confidence in its success. g(iarel)CI (iii1 
The D irectors have no doubt that the Com pany will be able to pay a reasonable dividend ^°co0f i s;jef'

besides placing the literary propaganda o f Freethought upon a sound business footing. They are
be c£V

the circulation of the Freethinker alone, which already secures the Com pany against any loss, jY ^ re^ jtli^  
ably increased by capital, advertising, and other commercial advantages ; and the profit of s u e 1 1 , ^  'v

TliPtr are* silçn S&tlSft® 4a n d P p ^ 'be relatively very large, considering the published price of the journal. T h ey are also satis 
adequate Capital which is now sought, a good profit may be derived from the publication o f books^ ^ g,
A  public for such w orks is already assured, and m ay be extended ; and access to this public is g  
cost through the Freethinker. . f etTlor3II'£U)-

In offering these 4,000 Ordinary Shares— less those subscribed by the Signatories of the ^  
Articles— to the members o f the Freethought party, the D irectors have no doubt as to the 
view  o f the numerous preliminary promises o f support which have been received and publicly ac • ~o{

ii)t

¡1""

at ojj
P .S .— According to the Articles o f Association copies o f which can be obtained at the O 

One Shilling— the D irectors have power to receive payment in f u l l  at any time from Shareholder- jally <^ .....  o > i i - j j % 1 *11 mil*1
up the full amount of their Shares will, o f course, cover their whole liability at once, and win 
Com pany at the outset.

Li"1
APPLICATION FORM FOR ORDINARY SHARES.

I O  T H E  D IR E C T O R S  O F  T H E  F R E E T H O U G H T  P U B L IS H IN G  COMPANY

Gentlemen, — H avin g paid to the Com pany’s Secretary the sum o f £  ..................................
• iaw ctl

aller nurn.

being 1 ^

2s. 6d. per Share on application fo r..................................  Shares o f £ Y  each in the above-nameu  ̂¿c ĵjytr
me that number o f Shares, and I agree to accept the same or any small®1 * 0f ÿ(j

allotted to me, subject to the Memorandum and Articles o f Association, and upoii the c ^  c 
Prospectus ; and I authorise you to place my name on thç R egister o f Members in respect o ^ a]]
to me, and I agree to pay the further instalments upon such allotted Shares as the same.------ ^  ...v-.... ...v,. — .. ......----- -----—  .... - nt
required by the said Prospectus. In the event o f my not receiving an allotm ent, the ainou

to be

4 Ï
'" g Wre

Nttme ( in f u l l ) .

Address

Description ......................................................................  D a te ....................................

All Cheques, etc., to be made payable to the Com pany, and crosse

E.C
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