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How Lipton Prayed.
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V rj6'vid°ws and orphans. W hat the great Atlantic
“Mas of © COrnrnerce and travel, the yacht is to pure
1dl ¥ I1e sea- Man’s highest achievement, taking
Bd a]°Ua™>is a ship. It embodies all his resources
eran 'S car'n8- The masters of the sea have
i ”een the masters of the world. And the
Nle ship built for pleasure, with an eye to
as the racehorse is bred for
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C inS a €ricans who could get into the big city, are
R /¥ it / ernendous interest in the great Cup Race.
ON'Ppitie ~ a welcome distraction from the wretched

“ 'Osly usiness. Nevertheless, their interest
ONSENU>E,  proportionate interest is also dis-
s '* peCau'S s'de of the Atlantic. We say propor-
N the race is being sailed over there and
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it lends
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A View e v'ew, interest
K. i,Uale Sir Ti° Nr as to be invisible. We all
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lie js In;° tte position of an international
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ae “‘mb Was turned out by the best

& [f~ °fbeatin””™ Sbe 's evidently a boat that will
% Jecan, .'V' “'r Thomas means to “ lift the
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they in turn will taste of our hospitality, and thus we
shall get to know and like each other better.

But now comes the sad part of the affair. The wind
seems to have emigrated from the scene of the boat
race. Three times the yachts have sailed in vain.
Boreus refused to blow, and the result was a trio of
drifting matches. The fourth time there was no wind
at all, and not even a start could be effected. Nothing
like it was ever seen before. The race has been declared
off for want of wind on previous occasions, and once
might be expected at this time of the year, but when it
comes to four times in succession, we begin to exclaim
“ there’s witchcraft in it.”

Well, we believe we have got to the bottom of the
mystery. It seems to be all Sir Thomas Lipton’s fault.
He has been worrying the Lord, who appears to have
turned crusty. The day before the second drifting
match Sir Thomas was interviewed, and expressed his
delight at the prediction of brisk weather on the morrow.
“1 am glad,” he said, “ to-morrow will be windy. |
prayed for rain; in fact, | prayed more in the last
month than in any previous year of my life.” Perhaps
he had nothing particular to pray for during those
previous years, and the Lord was a bit incensed at his

negligence. Perhaps he prayed too hard when he
began, and the Lord was annoyed at his sudden
importunity. Perhaps he prayed all by himself, and the

Lord was angry at his not engaging the services of one
or more professional beseechers. Something is wrong

anyhow, and Sir Thomas should see to it, for
the situation is quite critical. May we suggest
that he should try the opposite method? They

say that dreams go by contraries, and it may be that the
same is true of prayers. Suppose the variation is tried
of praying for a calm day. There might be plenty of
wind then. We do not say there would be, but the
experiment is worth trying.

Of course it is conceivable that God— we mean Sir
Thomas Lipton’s god— is shocked at being appealed to
at all on behalf of a sporting affair. Judging from the
Bible, he is a terribly serious personage, HIis brows
are always well bent in the Old Testament, and he is
not much better in the New Testament. Jesus himself
wept, but it is not recorded that he ever smiled. The
Lord does not mind being approached relation
to a fight. The priests on both sides pray for victory
when a war is going on, and they tell us that he
keeps both ears open on such occasions. It is said, too,
that paternal prayers helped the pugilist who knocked
out Fitzsimmons. But these are not laughing affairs,
and the Lord does not like laughing. Look at his most

devoted servants if you think otherwise. Watch their
lon.r and solemn faces. See their faint smiles, when
they do smile, like moonlight on a muddy pool. And

what they are the Lord is likely to be on a larger scale.
On the whole, then, it isjust possible that Sir Thomas

|-ipton spoiled the racing himself. He drew the Lord’s
attentlon 9 the matter, -and »the Lord determined to

stop such frivolity. G. W. Foote
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The Nature and Value of Truth.

W hat is truth ? This question has been frequently
asked, and the answers given have varied according to
the opinions entertained by those who replied. In a
general way, truth has been described as the supreme
principle to be adored by mankind ; the seif-persuasive
power to which all should submit, and the one thing
that never totally disappears from among the nations of
the world. It has been compared to a rock on which
all that is permanent must rest. It is possessed of self-
sustaining power. It is universal and invulnerable ;
for, as Milton observed, “ who ever knew Truth put to
the worse in a free and open encounter?” Truth may
be defined as the conformity of ideas with the nature of
real things. It is thus a contrast with conjecture,
opinion, and belief, which are conditions of the mind
being tossed about on the waves of change, fashion,
and intellectual variations.

It is commonly held that there are different kinds of
truth as well as different modes of apprehending it.
But it should be remembered that the variety does not
refer to truth per se, which, in its essence, is always the
same. The difference lies in the form it assumes and
the subjects to which it refers. For instance, the truth
claimed for Roman Catholicism is not the same as that
claimed by Protestants. Neither is the alleged truth of
orthodoxy of the same character as that taught by
Secularism. The differences that obtain as to what is
truth arise from the fact that men’s faculties vary ; and,
inasmuch as they are not infallible, uniformity of
opinion upon this, as upon other subjects, is not

possible. In so-called spiritual or religious matters
conscience is supposed to decide what is true. But
here again universal agreement is impossible, simply

because conscience (which is the result of birth, educa-
tion, and general environment) differs both in men and
nations. Moreover, when a man acts “ according to
conscience,” it does not follow that he does that which
isright. History informs us that the greatest absurdities
have been believed, and the severest acts ofcruelty have
been performed, by those who were actuated by “ con-
scientious motives.”

Probable truth embraces that which may be reason-
ably made the subject of belief. What we mean by
belief in this case is, that we regard a certain pro-
position to be true. That which we dignify by the
name of truth should in all cases arise out of rational
thought, and argument sustained by evidence. Authori-
tative truth must, no doubt, in some instances, be
accepted by most men ; but this caution should always
be observed— never give to authority the reverence due
to truth. We are, however, quite justified in accepting
on authority anything the truth of which is highly pro-
bable, or which is impossible to doubt. But the majority
of beliefs, particularly those of a theological nature, in
various nations show that this criterion has not been
applied. Beliefs enter the minds of children through
the agency of their parents, and are adopted by adults
either through education, or being content with the
teachings imparted to them in childhood and youth
without requiring any proof of the truth of what was
taught them. This fact will explain to some extent
why it is that beliefs in palpable absurdities prevail, and
why reason is never brought to bear upon those specula-
tive questions which are enunciated from age to age.
Hence, among believers in theology two conditions of
mind are frequently found. The one is lack of agree-
ment in opinion upon the part of those who think, and
the other is general agreement among those who seldom
think at all. There is an apparent similarity between
ignorance and darkness, the eye of the mind, and the
eye of the body. All things seem alike in the darkness,
however they may differ when viewed in daylight. So
it is to the ignorant mind ; there is an absence of that
variety and charm which are recognised by those whose
intellects are well stored with useful knowledge.

What we”regard as the highest truth, if we may be
allowed distinctions, is obtained by the scientific method,
which may be said to consist only of verified knowledge.
Such truth is concerned not only with nature that is, but
also with “ the how” of existing things, the powers they
possess, their relation to each other and to us. When
these important facts become known to, and are acted
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upon, by the general masses, they will form the
of social order, the lever by which society may
elevated; for, without such knowledge and its app/C
tion, man’s well-being can never be secured. The w"
of the scientific method in the building-up of social tf",
will be perceived at once by those who have disced »
that the conditions of life determine the character?,
society. This is another advantage of Secular *i
sophy to be added to the many which we have
time to time given in these columns. It urges tha
true remedy for existing evils is to be found, notinh
of the theological systems of the world, but in the
covery and proper application of natural laws. J.
the energies of man, and not the will of God, WP,
which we, as Secularists, rely for the salvation 1
race. The scientific method of inquiry after truth,
the verification of it, now happily perxineate _nearIyB(
advanced studies. It appears to us quite MIPORE
that the cruel superstitions, the barbarous institu j
and the sanguinary laws of the past could have »
if the scientific spirit had obtained and had been @ \/
But Christianity always opposed this natural p”™ t&f
for human wrongs, preferring to trust to allege” adf
natural means; and the present miserable state <
is the result. . . Wi
Truth, as already defined, has the superior au 7
of being confined to no one nation, party, or ? 1, efif
is the virtue of humanity on every soil and J , K
climate, and its only exactions are that it stayy
sought for with diligence and courage, an, e
found, observed without any reserve as to consCj|ier8)
As regards popular views of theology, its a
have too often evaded truth unless it wastn ~
be useful in maintaining their own opinions- %n
honest persons have ideas which they
affection, and they dread submitting them to%OsBij"
test, in case that, by so doing, the fallacy oft*1 ~
should be discovered. It is the pride of ignoran”

maintains the indefensible, and often prevents d
fession of error. Thus, where personal i° n
religious prejudices are involved, truth ftfi™
to suffer, There is, however, some hope tha iiifl,

the pregress of the principles o f' Freethough”sco«”

means will be found whereby truth sﬁag ) "tlJij',
from the snares, the errors, and the machia®
theology. It should not be forgotten 1™ “aree
may express a veracity of mind, although 11 “~abl's,,
in hechbancewith facts. Truth cam oRlY Pe

by that which is accurate and capabie 0f demo“- , F
while opinion is conjecture based upon whbf j
may not, be within the range of demonstrating’ ™~ 0
popular opinions are simply prejudices, the on j#
habit made venerable by time ; and, whfo”™tid".
feres with them, it is looked upon as an di
disturber of the peace— at which the timid «r

The dread of new truths is found most(!y.s

who are unaccustamied to reasoming: an

the severe mental strain that the unders wes‘W
nature of an argument invelves. reqv

The fact is, the study of scientific tru te ¢
serious application of all our faculties :ul e $4
tion of the art of reasoning. Huxley itEsotﬁ 1

science is organised common sense, DU .~gt P «{MSV
superior to the common sense of the 1l gjste°1)jinN|
is the result of thoughit, reflection, and P prjly dIRM \
gation. lt-may_be contended thau U~~~ 2
intellectuial who can appreciate tne

truth, and that genius is born with 1* -s tnie

by him. To some extent, no doubt, 1 ¢5,

is also certain that it was necessary _° Nj-gat 1l ‘se’

speatej Mikign) Bewion; and other @edy 0 1Y

methodically study, in order to ena , t farll, al
world their mighty thoughts in the unpa&etg s
in his essay on “ Truth,” quotes some afcle

poet as saying that no pleasure where,re plf is
ing on the vantage ground of tru ' we ar tf*

clear and serene. This is s@, there 0., th3n\Gs<il

to recognise that the belief is ﬁl‘m.., aldp~ ¢
the “one thing needful” to a happy 'l' e

hfe. It may for a time be obscured, bu
the language of Bryant :(— . a8
T ruth, crushed to earth, shell rise it

But Error, wounded', writhes with p ft’

And lies among- his worship!*»
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God Help Us'!
™NQ

They hfi* 'vere out >n a small boat during a storm,
throuph nf mOst made land, but the chances of getting
j 16 breakers safely seemed small. “ Oh God,”

c °ne>"“carry us safely to the shore, and we will
astHé urget thy kindness.” Hold on,” said the other,
Wder °ats keel struck the beach 5 “ hold on; don’t be
gty n,? ° |, ffa”on {8 dliyone— we're ashore. This
gell. jP the Philosophy of “ God help us !” in a nut-
Ue helnl exPresses to a nicety both the occasion and
eVerso r ™ S'ess ?* tbe exclamation. No man, be he
°fhelp j,C'8iloas..invokes God while there is a prospect
"ho Can °dler directions. No one trusts in Providence
i~e Of J;et credit elsewhere. No one drags in the
@ hn  °d’ as an e)gplanation, until human know-
o3 whas ®8acheq jts |imits- “ God help you I" says
Ved e .<p tlme I°r calling in an undertaker has
Mian kn Vod knows 1" says another when
Ncvilise7' @? 's at fault! always and everywhere,
~nds asc antl in uncivilised times, the term “ God ”
vhich hO ajl asylum for ignorance, the phrase with
Sds tO pe ess. ignorance or despairing helplessness
narcotise the consciousness of its own weak-

tess.
,Jhat Ln
~yprep owledge does the term “ God ” convey to

/ 'ts pres hso*utely none. No one gains anything
-° Sy tIm'™ " n° °ne *oses anything by its absence.
Wplairs nOti . od produced a thing tells us nothing,
6%, m It is a mere phrase, a collection of
istation “nf and fufy- signifying nothing.” An
N"ked tOoti, exis*s when the thing to be explained

it ; raspects or objects of human experience ;
Jyersal c- °Wh to be a necessary link in the chain of
@ Qnne-tlon‘. ~ut God 's a ternl that has no

Irf~Nth anvri-Ion w'dl anything that has gone before,
foo;a& that is to come after « it*s like th&

5h ‘SeReg ¥ Ipss stocking withaut a #9>a mark of
> isence Knowledge rather than an indication of

ﬁ%ﬁﬂ%uld We believe that God will help us?
C aHthe , ecause experience justifies the belief.
ligA to (;Oflry’nlI' circumstances of life people have
ofsj- to help, and have been disappointed.

ti S| & E£fkr in seasons of famine, when
\ inlfireha'. ,,Its &r'sly hand on the face of society,
N /Cages' Jlreatened the safety of life and property
V  r«st exi’, ,'e same appeals have been made, the
5" e tirn”™.ded’ and always with the one result.

‘v nhg frenes when plagues swept over Europe with
\ 2eyy, T r vy Prayers were said, processions
r V J 'With °,e nat*ons prostrated themselves before
as as at result? The God to whom they

. N, UMb 304 as unresponsive as the plague
O'sheH P tlless It was not the help of God that
» of*"? of these evils. It was the non-godly
li Paved ti°C 'vhich, by studying the conditions

S’ for the extinction of disease ;

1Q T &CF Frhiter g intellect gf man, taught him to
E"l<ion a I T* When, some years

ar9°vernitiPProa'<':Okvgd Lord Aberdeen and asked

Vs h o u I d appoint a day of national

1»v;s rep/' t0n 111 order to get rid of small-pox,

das Yy colL';as: “ Look after your drains.” It

V @'sethojr 's °f the old method and the new—

ranSer, a,ar.ST all disease as the expression

aflv trap;,, removal a matter of his grace ;

N lhe coifra-*d'sease to purely natural con-

V y Mnd*nOr”,It,0n Of its removal to improved
O 'Id ~ Ceanly living.

\ God’ fO' 611 “yoni the Christian point of

\ ‘C ? flife helP us? To overcome the

ao!; .'vhe-~ told” Yes : but "'ho created

%U '*'od, di? 'hey come from ? Clearly, if

i,'/hP the ™ exnepfl!'r011*1'68 are his creation; and

\ i Woi.AUble )Im to remove difficulties he has

SSbriUdhen”t freate? If God really wished to

Ci\Hi!>n£In& intn ¢ l,elPcd us better by refrain-

nL'~Piored ax,ster>ce the very difficulties he

e’ d®° so ,°removc? And*if he did not,
Ilhe A Win a,, the beginning, why should we
"i™ne Lt otherwise now ? Is the world

'Silty ¢ 4 uuge theatrical performance, at
JUrer displays his skill by first of
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all creating difficulties and demolishing them afterwards ?
If God does all things well, to ask for help in the face of
difficulties created by himselfis ridiculous ; and, if other-
wise, the help must come from man himself, not from an
impotent or careless deity.

Who is there believes that God does help? The
clergy. True, they say so ; but then it is their business
to say so, and there is no more in clergymen saying they
believe that than there is in Beecham making the same
statement concerning his pills. We may grant that
God helps them, or the belief in him, which amounts to
the same thing, does, since it is difficult to see where
else in the modern world mediocrity could secure such
comfortable positions as are to be obtained in the various
Churches. But do even the clergy trust in God while
help is to be obtained elsewhere ? Every nowand again
one reads that the Rev. Dr. Dash and the Rev."Mr.
Blank are away in the South of France or in Switzer-
land recruiting their health ? Why not stop at home ?
Do they believe that the “great Physician” lives
exclusively in these localities, and only receives patients
at his own residence ? A Secularist says : “ Don’ttrust
in God for health ; get change of scene, fresh air, rest,
and thus give nature a chance to build up your wasted
energies.” The parson says : “ Beloved, if you are sick,
pray to the Lord, and trust that he will cure you in his
own good time and, on the first sign of disease in his
own bod)®, rushes off to the seaside, into the country, or
to the continent, and asks the poor dupes at home, who
supply the funds, to pray for his recovery. Minus the
hypocrisy of the parson, what is the difference between
his conduct and that of the Secularist ?

And how glibly the phrase, “ The protecting provi-
dence of God,” rolls off the lips of the average parson.
A Scotch elder once excused himself from attending the
harvest thanksgiving, after an exceptionally bad season,
on the ground that he had no wish to approach the
Lord in a spirit of sarcasm. The ordinary cleric is
deterred by no such consideration. To him the phrase
is but one of the many platitudes by the aid of which
the mind of the people is bent to their will. And so they
prate of the protecting providence of God, while all
around, in city and village, on sea and land, in plague,
pestilence, famine, and disease, man receives countless
illustrations of how callous to his cries nature really is,
and of what little help he can hope for apart from his
own intelligence and industry.

But if the clergy show by their conduct that they have
no faith in God’s help, are the laity any more convinced
on this subject? | have seen plenty of houses with the
motto, “ The Lord watches over this house,” liberally
displayed, and have found the occupiers equally liberal
in the attention they bestowed on burglar alarms and
watch-dogs. The lesson of experience tells on them
more even than on the clergy. They turn to the doctor,
the statesman, the scientist, for assistance or advice on
all occasions of distress or difficulty; God is never
invoked except with a sinking of the heart and a
moral conviction that all is over. And when success
crowns his efforts, the layman is far less ready to give
the credit to God than is the parson. He feels that,
after all, his own perseverance and intelligence have had
something to do with the production of the result, and
often says so. “ Providence was very good to you,
Donald,” said a minister to one who had managed
to swim ashore from a Scotch lake after his boat
had been capsized. *“Yes,” said Donald, thoughtfully ;
“yes, Providence was very good, but | was very clever

U Of course, if God did help, it would not be a bad
thine and just now there is a splendid opportunity for
him to exert his influence. What with political disturb-
ances all over the continent, hurricanes in the West
indies plagues in India, and threatened war in South
Africa,” one could hardly conceive a more opportune
occasion for God Almighty lending a hand. He might
conveniently protect his faithful followers, the Boers,

from being gobbled up by their powerful ne.gh-
uors or induce these neighbors, who are also h.s
followers, to desist from a policy of grab. Perhaps,

however, in this particular instance he is in a dilemna.
In the case of the late Soudanese trouble the matter
was simple. Here the combatants belonged to rival
religions and God might be safely trusted to lend h.s
influence to the followers of his “ only begotten son —
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especially when they happened to have the better organi-
sation and more powerful guns.

True, this last consideration is weakened somewhat
by the recollection that in the Greco-Turkish war he
levelled up matters by allowing the Mohammedan to
lick the Christian ; but, be that as it may, the South
African affair, from the Lord’s point of view, is a
poser. The Boers are most devout followers of the
Bible— for which the British public calls them fools ;
and the English are also followers of the same book
— after a fashion. What is the Lord, whom Martin
Luther called “ half-witted,” to do under such circum-
stances? To turn his back on the Boers is to strike a
blow at his own book. To forsake the English— perish
the thought. What would heaven be like in the absence
of Englishmen? Do not Englishmen claim paramount
influence even there ? All that is required to make it so
is to send off a number of resident agents, and | suggest
the clergy as fittest for the post. And so, all things
concerned, God seems inclined to follow a sitting-on-
the-fence kind of policy. “ Let each side fight it out ;
I will be on the side that wins "— as usual.

The plain fact is that God does not help thosewhocannot
help themselves, and those who can do not require his
assistance. In all man’s doubts and difficulties, in all his
trials and troubles, man finds no help from God; that has
to come from his own strength of mind and body, or
from the labors of his fellows. In helplessness and
ignorance was the cry born ; in helplessness and igno-
rance it find sits chief support to-day. And because
of this the world still finds itself oppressed by the weight
ofdemoralising creeds, and of rapacious and retrogressive
priesthoods. These are the real dangers from which we
might well pray to be released ; for while our minds are
oppressed by religious fear, and our national life more
or less controlled by the Black Army, “ God help us,”
indeed. C. Cohen.

The Dreyfus Affair and the Church.

Assuredly the Dreyfus affair has been primarily a
tragedy— a terrible tragedy for the unhappy victim, a
still graver tragedy for France ; but, like all tragedies,
it has had plenty of comedy interspersed in it, and it
has furnished abundant opportunity for outside hypo-
crisies. For much of the indignation in other countries
has been shockingly cheap. Thus, though the demon-
stration was, no doubt, primarily inspired by the best
motives, there was something grotesque in the spectacle
of the Hyde Park crowd assembling to condemn injustice
in France at the very moment that their own country
was on the brink of a scandalous war, which many of us
would class as a shade worse than the Dreyfus crime.
We have had plenty of similar incidents. As Mr. Davitt
pointed out— in a letter otherwise pitched in a very low
key— England has committed many injustices in Ireland,
in India, in Africa, and elsewhere, without any such fuss
being made over them as Frenchmen made over the
French injustice. The history of Ireland— even the
latter-day history—is full of cases of men being im-
prisoned without trial, and of political opponents being
treated as criminals ; but England was not torn in two
over the matter. And it may be well to point out, in
the midst of the indignation over Dreyfus, that the
crime would hardly have come to light at all if French-
men themselves had not focussed attention on it. For
instance, as the Newcastle Leader acutely remarked, the
Jameson Raid Inquiry, which involved the honor and
good faith of the Government, was deliberately baulked,
and practically every political leader in England combined
to hush up the scandal. So that there is really some
ground for the taunt that the difference between France
and England seems to be that, while in France they care
sufficiently about justice to create a national crisis over
its violation, in England they only care enough to lecture
other nations.

Then we have had scores of minor hypocrisies. Thus,
| believe Price Hughes preached a sermon in St. James’s
Hall on the virtues of truth-telling— for French generals.
On the other side we had the American press blustering
of a boycott of France, and yet practically inactive
whilst negroes in the Southern States are habitually
dragged out of prison and murdered by the populace,

through just that race-animosity which was
accountable for the Dieeyfus injustice, .
But the main point to which | wish to draw attend
at present is the way in which the Catholic Church »
been compromised by this Dreyfus affair; though
1~4 An A-Imnno i nil Mr\nr>Anfr\t*tT11CitS ~
been writing to the papers there is enough uuconsc'0
hypocrisy too. The case of Bradlaugh has been o
tioned as not too unlike to Dreyfus’s case by any men;
Bradlaugh was treated with savage injustice, was pei’j
cuted, calumniated, and sought to be ruined—aV,
religious prejudice— by representatives of the x&yf v
who are now crowing over the Catholic Church’s
fall in the Dreyfus business. Once more we are renlill
of the essential unity of the theological mind. A ce®
type of religionist, in every Church, is always PrenNjg
to go to any extreme of crime, quite honestly,
those whom he imagines to be the enemies of I»s
The case against the Catholic Church in France, o
ever, was admirably put in the remarkable ‘et
“Verax,” who had himself been a Catholic, in the
of September 1. He wrote :(—

“The most conspicuous share of such respon™»
ffor the scandal] is, of course, that which the &c™r
Press of France has openly taken upon itself falLge P
paign which prepared and alone rendered P°.sSd{d
humiliating scenes recently witnessed in 7aJIIg j
Rennes. There is scarcely a paper amongst th°®
claim to be supporters of the Catholic idea »1 ¢
which has not contributed to the creation of j. c#
myth of the syndicate of treason— the cosmopol ™ »
spiracy of Jews, Protestants, Freemasons, an e fljiflj
there is scarcely one which has not helped to 1 peC
a white heat the racial and religious passions O
naturally prone to gusts ofunreasoning furyan» . j'y
And the worst offenders of all are, unfortuna reiigifjj|
very papers which affect to be more specially
organs—some of them actually edited by PrieS O i#
priding themselves upon the avowed patro™g™n
Catholic hierarchy—papers unknown perhapijjjil"L
name in this country, but with an enormous

a st Fgengh Catholics, like La Croix.L< V bflN
Wrﬁﬁ:%g fmmediatély under plousitexts AHH s«* ¢tr

with sacred illustrations, publish, day by day ,gar

proscription lists and scarcely veiled incitement

St. Bartholomew.” Jit
This. indictment, from a correspondent of eVMii
tinction, elicited a letter from Cardinal Vang
September 4. The Cardinal, however, made n (jjiiP
effort to rebut the charges of “ Verax. r tldic
that certain fiery organs of the ¢{©ap C»

France have been, unfortunately, car aryp1J
partisansHip. Qut, db HE LIHHIEY b raV opasfien W
expensive Catholic papers which had nO j
away, his argument was rather lame. v'@0ic
claimed eredit to Catholicism in that the he so &
and Labori were Catholics— a claim which, h%nki&
least as it concerned Picquart, the Cardin~ ad*'l

quently to withdraw. That officer, it IS af
is a Freethinker. fled

To this defence “ Verax ” promptly reP il
not a personal question round DreyfuS1"" N

“ It is not a c|uestion of ‘ belief in hh’ » eti®v¥g;tfPd
a long time, at any rate, was natur sS aL 5(1"

charge | bring against the £ath®*nljght>f ~ f
those in authority, whose influence .« thy
have been brought to bear upon *>  bid?_.Jl

‘belief in his guilt’ has been ffr. ,,teJ aga' N
ganda of calumny and falsehood dire -y il
did not share that belief” ( Times, * . pol

) . the sai»er _ Jf
And, elsewhere, another writer putl Jingj
even greater force has

“ And let it be borne in mind tna prey ftis gJf!

ten times over, it would not affect jons

hatred appealing to the lowest Pa p3t(pav™o
which has been conducted under t» tofgt«&s N

the approval, of the ecclesiastical a of ~

To this, from the Catholic side,

answer. Cardinal Vaughan writes  ~buf®
which the chief note is a wail that 3~ c\e ,f
to carry out her Divine mission . tej/j
hamd tield behind her, blit “ With e ]Gﬂnft
though why Omnipotence should 1, jOsS‘\ev jis
that hapless condition the Card»1* wit®

Nor does he explain what it has tO~ 0O 'v

issue. For an organisation, accus
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to Put forth as a defence that its power was limited i
curious. The charge concerns the use it made of wha
P°'ver it possessed. * And on this head Cardinal Vaughan
Autended that the affair was “ from beginning to end
affair—an affair of military interests and State
reason, in which the Church has had no place.” He
~Nally went on loftily to talk of “ freedom of opinion
lhe French people,” he said, “ are as free as we are to
10d what opinion they think right, or the most likely to
eright.” This, of course, sounds very fine, though it
j~es curiously from a Cardinal of the Church which
J?2lms _the rjgh}c to interfere in politics everywhere,
(;CQ §EBH’S{9nt|y interfering, and which a few years
g%j’alcttakc an example, asserted that claim in Ireland
in* 1 "ctated a political judgment. But, notwithstand-
o>the loftiness, the Cardinal’s defence is, on the face
p. It' ridiculous. For the charge is exactly that the
and' Were n°t left free to decide, but that the Church
vi,, Its organs threw themselves into the fray with
nt and consistently slandered everybody who did
LpFree them.
the C Us *ake a couple of examples. La Croix is one ot
e, at clerical organs, controlled and conducted by
ciren‘astics- Its Baris edition is said to have a
con! at,on of 250,000, and it has offshoots all over the
lettf/y- “Papal blessings, archiépiscopal and episcopa
“0, s °l approval have,” says the Tunes correspondent,
Ha n sl°wered on its good works, accompanied in
itsn ,?ases with more or less covert commendation ot
ArcinNi'Mal activity (see, for instance, the letter of the
P of Aix published in La Croix of August
So much for the representative character
Now let us hear “ Verax ” again :

, Cardinal Vaughan asserts that the Drejfu
OrSp®n ‘ from beginning toend a State a ai tjie
rhmilltary interests and of state treason,
has had no place.” What has La Croix to ™

, S Inits issue of September 8th wc read 1.9
a ®fus case has hardly anything military about t, »
* 3 *g>°us case [llaffaire Dreyfus na presgue
. itaire; elle est confessioiuile].

M1 1jn i o
q:f«d van article on the feast of the “ Nativity of the

* ip -ffin,” in the same number of La Croix, the

o chojeg PACUYA occtirrad —

>erha
jJan «S W ma” see a triumph even more important
1 & al a'ready enumerated) on the 8th September,

J*n in(,'r'ines- We doubt whether the date will have
Bvidentiliie n~*y sdected.  But it may have been
rance ”1 o¥dposen by the Blessed Virgin, who protects
Weegtkt “ilav to save the Army which is threatened.
an, nnpar.r, @ .the godless ones throw themselves
ar., rear witlf r \VI°lence into the breach for Dreyfus,
“ Ifsn 1 against the Catholic officers Qf oqr
iHes, havo'V'* SO many millions, as Esterhazy hinrself
final> it NitK, ven fxPended—if the synagogue is up in
\a..y trinnin, "¢ that the issue is whether those shall

tL Mty of 10 deny Christ. May the feast of the
p ‘Uessour r .esscd Mother stay the death which
M ticai. ancient Christian France.”

Hcaf1 the Nijcl'ity of this kind is not, perhaps, rare

i,'bpr? clearb/~LUs Press anywhere, but the_above
era, ,/*'Carly that the Catholic Q@re<« inCdnidines

* Kk X e qof the Dreyfus affair, not, " but a
%O%Aa%, % State o¥’f political question,

I>e Usade.
fi%oH _ °re .
2Lrte BRHIBCt which comes to my hand

K aotOrjriII"s aspect of the case.* It isa passage
1893 USQS?r.mon °f Pere Didon preached on
ft. ecurti Said the preacher :—

VvV &' ‘Ul,2°uld .get on better without literature and
. ind philosophy, than without

S P&verf,"ﬁ@!i‘sm"l has failed, when love has
nrhddforee €58 1 i? necessary to have recourse to
*°® s, to’o, .,andish the sword, to terrorise, to cut
scrapr'k« hard, to impose justice......Woe to

S Y'en' piea nf the,r,criminal weakness behind the
X adl-, cdge, leKahiy, to those who let the sword
: ‘Ccden,,..,-1°sc whose kindness tends to become

sC'ely, i Ibg g Archbishop 0. f the
: RicHatd) ! Dk p
:P?%@Jfalgleckﬂ A on behalf 0

SClfu, ~~e_Nahrol— menwho are openly' defying

by Rl those put on record by Mr.
chain Gohier in the Motional Rcvie

W Mdently 3 AMER of PR T A BESeS
Y

the law and made themselves for weeks a centre of
disturbance, and who, if any hurt came to them, were
themselves to blame. On that action of the Cardinal’s,
M. de Pressensé, in L'Aurore for September 4th, which
lies before me, well remarked :—

“No ; the truth is the Church has let fall the secret
that the gentlemen of the cloth would have wished to
hide—that of its alliance, offensive and defensive, with
Anti-Semitism in its grossest and most scandalous form.
Jules Guerin is a soldier of clericalism. The chiefs of
the clerical army would be ingrates and blunderers to
abandon this precious mercenary. The intervention of
Cardinal Richard is at the same time the payment of a
debt for services rendered and the drawing of a bill on
future services.”

Sufficient, then, has been said to show the responsibility
of the Catholic Church in France for the scandals and
crimes through which that country has been passing.
And anyone who has followed the controversy in the
Times, with the least impartiality, knows that Cardinal
Vaughan has had absolutelyno effectiveanswer to make to
the charges brought against the French hierarchy ; whilst
many English Roman Catholics have written in protest
against their scandalous action. Indeed, one Roman
Catholic journal in this country has spoken in very strong
terms of the French ecclesiastics—and, incidentally, |
submit that the fact of its denunciation is almost suffi-
cient proof of the truth of the indictment. A Catholic
journal does not admit charges against Catholicism
unless the evidence is conclusive. And this is what
the Weekly Register says :—

“To us, as Catholics, the crime at Rennes is a cause
of profound shame and humiliation, for it is the painful
fact—and we cannot deny it—that it reflects as well on
the French Church as on the French nation....... Not one
single bishop, not one single French Catholic, clerical or
lay, or of any standing or influence, has raised his voice
against the direct incitements to murder, and the other
atrocious utterances of the anti-Semitic party. On the
contrary, many bishops and leading Catholics have been
directly implicated in the agitation, and have aided and
encouraged it. The Imprimatur given to the Abbé
Delassus’s book by the Archbishop of Cambray, the
notorious sermon of Pere Didon, the publications of M.
Renauld and others, issued from the Librarie de St.
Joseph—these are but instances already known to our
readers of the attitude of the French Church. Only
recently a sermon, preached last Advent Sunday by a
French Capuchin, has been published with th& mprimatur
of the preacher’s Provincial, which perhaps surpasses
any other publication we have seen for its reckless wicked-
ness. One of the preacher’s pleasant suggestions is that
the cross and the sword are the same shape ; the hint is
obvious.”

Let us do the Weekly Register the credit of believing
that these sentiments are inspired by the best motives
rather than by the exigencies of diplomacy ; though
there can be no harm in pointing out that the Catholic
Church does not stand to gain much by an Anti-Semitic
crusade in England. But what are we to think of the
Infallible Church, one of whose Cardinals describes as

infamous ” a verdict which another Cardinal rejoices
over as a triumph, and one of whose journals in one
country classes as “ reckless wickedness what ajournai

another country tells us is practically a triumph for
Christ? To say nothing of the profound unity of teach-
intr thus exhibited, the conduct we have been reviewing
in France is surely a notable warning. Cardinal Vaughan
says his Church has to work with both hands cut off.
lud'diif by her exploits in that plight, most people who
value human progress and the cause of human well-
being will not readily wish that, by any anatomical

miracle, these limbs should be restored to her.
Frederick Ryan,

War with the Priests.

War with tile army of codeatemaint! Deown with the
seducers of childhood—the spiritual profligates who debauch
the youthful mind ! Banish them, with their spooks, from
the school, the college, the court ofjustice, the hall of legis-
lation ! Let us train generations of sound minds in sound
bodies, full of rich blood, and nervous energy, and frank
inquiry, and dauntless courage, and starry hope ; with faces
that never pale at truth, hearts that hold no terms with false-
hood, knees that never bend before power or mystery, heads
that always keep a manly poise, and eyes that boldly challenge

all tilings from height to depth.
—G. W. Foote, " Flowers ofFreethought.”
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Combating the Grey Wolf.

T he Christian attitude towards Freethought at the present
time is what may be termed slowly Protean—that is, slowly
Protean in the direction of tolerance. Christians will take a
long time to learn that their religion absorbs but a very small
portion of truth ; but this they have learnt, that they cannot
indefinitely, and with impunity, insult and endeavor to socially
ostracise those who dare to reject their mythological and con-
tradictory creed. Still, this same veneer of induced tolerance
often ill conceals the blind, bigoted hatred for Freethinking
opinions that lurks beneath it, and even now Christians occa-
sionally let us see how ineffectual with them are those Christ-
like precepts which inculcate kindness and forbearance. It
is unmistakable that the majority of Christians delight in the
legacy of hate bequeathed them from the grossly ignorant
and intolerant Middle Ages ; and the feelings of the savage
recur in them whenever they get an opportunity of persecut-
ing any person holding Atheistic opinion?. However, while
we have to withstand the rancorous opposition of the Chris-
tian sects, we have also to overcome the more serious obstacle
of indifference which a large portion of the public displays
notII only towards Secularism, but towards Christianity as
well.

It is a sad fact to know that a great deal of this indifference
is the result of crushing poverty; and you really cannot expect
a man to take a keen interest in matters intellectual when the
prospect of starvation and a dearth of clothing are constantly
troubling him. Nevertheless, poverty is, in a great measure,
a result of ignorance, while superstitious religion is decidedly
so, and both must be strenuously combated; for it is as neces-
sary to ameliorate a condition of things in which one man
starves while another eats to repletion, as it is to instil a
knowledge of truth into a mind that is full of theological
absurdities. The task is crowded with difficulties, but deter-
mination and ceaseless endeavor will remove many obstruc-
tions which at first sight appear insuperable.

We saw it stated in a contemporary recently that many
clergymen, while disbelieving in the divinity of Christ and
regarding the Bible very much as they would any other book
of human manufacture, yet remainin the Church, thinking that
by so doing they would have a better chance of doing good.
What a contemptible apology 1 If there are clergymen of
this kind, what derisive scorn they deserve for such conduct.
A man who persists in getting up in a pulpit and preaching
from a so-called sacred book on matters in which he has lost
faith is a hypocrite.  But, then, | suppose we must expect
hypocritical clergy when so many members of their congrega-
tions are such detestable Pharisees. And what a mockery
if these men joined in the indiscriminate* yell of execration
that recently was directed from this country against
France !

However, despite widespread hypocrisy and indifference,
and the malignant hostility of the various sections of Chris-
tianity, Freethought continues to make good headway, and
it needs but a closer concentration of our forces to make our
success more obvious to our opponents and more gratifying
to ourselves.

The trend of general opinion on religious matters is certainly
towards Rationalism. The Anglican Church is divided
against itself, and is ripe for downfall. The Nonconfor-
mists are in an advanced state of decay, while the Pope’s
endeavors to further the cause of Catholicism in England are
of no avail. Still, there is in all this disunitedness and decay
much that is capable of harm to Freethought. The saintly
ones are doing their level best to prevent people from sensibly
enjoying themselves on Sunday, and would, if they dare,
imprison and fine all those who neglect to attend church or
chapel on the Sawbath day. That their unworthy efforts are
being rendered futile is owing to the increase of good sense
amongst the people of the British Isles.

However, notwithstanding the quieter attitude of Christians
towards Freethinkers, we must not allow ourselves to be
deluded into a false sense of security. It is, unhappily, still
within the bounds of possibility for an eloquent and fanatical
preacher to extensively stir up the bigots to deeds of violence
and bestiality, and, therefore, we must be unrelenting and
unmoved by any sentimental consideration in our aggressive-
ness towards the foes of enlightenment.

James H. W aters.

Beyond Death.

Still glides the Stream, and shall for ever glide;
The Form remains, the Function never dies ;
While we, the brave, the mighty, and the wise,
We Men, who in our morn of youth defied

The elements, must vanish ;—be it so 1

Enough, if something from our hands have power
To live, and act, and serve the future hour.

— Wordsworth.
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Acid Drops.

The Lord Mayor received the New South Wales La»A
on Tuesday morning, and wished them God-speed on 1L
way to the Cape, where they expect to assist in fighting \
Boers. All through London streets the Lancers were che’jE
to the echo. Men and women, boys and girls, all joined 1f
demonstration, and cheered the dashing “ Soldiers G 1
Queen” like mad. Evidently the mob wants war, _andl
usual, doesn’t seem to care very much whom wefigh*

what we fight about.

Later in the day the Lord Mayor received the led
eAHigress ai me vjuiiuiiciii. nuei uie i~cuilci3 rig FASEL,
His lordship went off with them to St. Paul’s sl'i{g
“ Blessed City, Heavenly Salem.” No allusion, we sufl rS
to Pretoria or Johannesburg. Altogether, the Lord "Jytt
two successive receptions help us to understand t1
inwardness of Christian civilisation.

The Bishop of Peterborough, after praising the “nd
patience ” of our Government, told his diocesan con ~»
that war was rapidly approaching, and expressed ah°" i
our soldiers would feel that “the prayers of the Chu ~
home were going up to God on their behalf.” He over 7.
the fact that the prayers would go up to God from
vaal against them. Maybe he fancies that God doesn jj|,
to Dutch prayers when English prayers are ascending; "
lordship further hoped that our fighting men would *.g
themselves soldiers of Christ ”— soldiers, that is, of n'e t®
preacher who said “ Resist not evil ” and “ If one sf’
on the one cheek turn unto him the other also.”

President Kruger considers himself quite as closehQmy
of God, to say the least of it, as the Bishop of Pgter “
or any other Englishman. When the Raad was dtss "Nci>

told the members that “ God would support them. ~S»
a very comforting assurance—at the outset. At t
may look different. &

Another clerical gentleman has been talking
the Rev. Morgan Gibbon, of Stamford Hill ConjFfi®,. &,
Church. “The Bible,” he said, “was a book of P[]
even the Old Testament, with its pages besim”jien
blood, was not a book of war.” Certainly not. " juiijV'
see a man covered from head to foot with blood y~r o
once to the conclusion that he is an active mem
Peace Society, Of course the same influence n
the Old Testament.

idfls %!

“Why was it,” Mr. Gibbon asked
so often the disturbers of the world's peace ?
he answered by “ dwelling on three or four pQl ,, vy,p
nothing to do with tt. Finalfy, he felf sure that = ,f»
of eveiiia wais ool the side of fiue Citristierity -teVv 1
that? Is it the Christianity of Lord Wolseley>  ettysfr
tianity of Count Tolstoi ? One would like to

cleared up. But, alas, it cannot be cleared upJoqUeE*I*il'T’
Christ himself, and, although he was very ¢ lias'
about three years nearly twenty centuries ag°>
tained an obstinate silence ever since.
It is said that a sailor on board the Hol,cn-
sleep while Emperor William was preaching. W
devil escaped punishment because the discou ._
Emperor's,own composition that time, and} ,,,nthef
play heli--with-the sfeeper fOr the sake o )
sermon. it
The shareholders of the Crystal Palace now cf'-
hare brought down on themselves by their >y
WVt a meeting of the General Committee o( rk m
Louncu ot Jivangelical free ctiurcn«.?, % dgf'... .
Hall, Farringdon Street; it was restived %’éF*WS'
various religious and temperance societje uld o jotl rf
ceasing to hold their annual demonstrate ” jipa ;1tAJ

the Crystal Palace until the company dec ~ jjidB® (O
Bresent policy of Sunday concerts.” 1111 sOciet*®5

oycott. But what have the temperance ~O
Sabbatarianism ? _ ab
e HRW
Dr, Parker has a fine conceit of himé® jnll st& t®

thie most efinent men in £nglaod gnce tic g&3.4ri°e t
time of trouble and illness lie derivet I'ark 0 by,

from reading the City Temple Pulpit- n. r.
ghve the ame of this most eminent g , th® g # *
When we have eliminated Dr. larke . f gei™eS

think of no one except Mr. Kensit, MRPi tre v
names and addresses of those who tes J

syrup.

The Rev.J. R. Vernon, M .A..is
instinct and perception. He 11,1 O%c
edition of his Harvest of the Quid ™

ot K
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observations will suffice. What, he asks, does the song of
If “"rush remind us of? Why, of course, of “ the utterance
. as‘rong and happy Christian.” This kind of thing opens

fusibilities. Though why could not the “ Quiet Eye, 01
ilJler ear, have gone a little further and found in the song ot
. .rush the “ utterance of a strong and happy Evangelical
Sustian who has just issued through the Religious 1ract
k le'f another edition of his book, price 3s.”? That would

e been complete, or, at least, about as far as we can
interprV*"6 ‘I'rus' ‘° g° in the way of vocal delineation. No
'k'tien' in 's £'ven °f ‘be merry note of the common or

Jackass, which omission we must regard as a defect.

by Mr2POndent  ‘hoJewish Chronicle is much perplexed
[(Qestl r do ~ on‘ofiore’s Bible for Home Reading. He
tre le following declaration in that work: “ This story
hys OCation is pure phantasy. There were no such six
*4e‘hen pcriods>nor were there plants upon the earth
were sun or s‘ars in the heavens. TFhe-werld is

"« ll,] Zears.and man is thousands of years older than
rdher ni’ 'Y wr'‘ers knew of.” The correspondent observes
JRoe[nj!"tively ‘hat he has “ waited patiently since the
°rsoiiie O ‘ho first volume of the Bible for Home Reading
Cril'Unit"OrS °f Ru'fiance from the spiritual heads of our
us how to reconcile the free

' timj- » e Bihle with-tho inciples of Judaism which
@LM% &;&%)g(%}{m refigf X
H

igion ?”

ctY°hein rried ‘'le Mohammedans @ui of Crete, and

a, I;I!ég&n% have just bli]en returning the compliment

* Kz rPLYIRBDeand of them attacked the Europeans

Adeg's «W]IE fearful yells of “Allah I while the row was
° Ifah 5-? course, is the mame of their God.

.*Ber
?Irnard J- Snell, of Brixton, has ‘nVhat~he
N4, «"Bich proclaims that Jesus did " gt not be
lon such as “ Resist notevll, he say ,
\ht to*RUy—that is>honestly. You say, or
ga,the have said>and, read tiat aS «:1% nopsense as it
4 ameant ‘0 say. Resist not evi » A fonc great

W ading toM -SnFII, for ‘ tlIC umv
H GCu‘r§5|s ance of evil.” Yes,, but that is what Jesus
~eSv a’ heyjg d to have said, which really amounts
e hlesnxe‘hirgé,,for all | practical-purposes &t this time of.
uswas gy —+— 1 —— . . o

. tan3llor‘en’a’, and oriental mystics and quietists
? before ?il! il’e .same doctrine. Buddha taught it
helj thatihe k’rth op Jesus>and his followers have
| Ilr(neap)t what he said. They have r?ot
,“Ogling li e Christians ; a, i >falddbhowl.they

Lm?éar(ggtf‘ie?r Su%t ety g(;es not run into

~Pin»evrs f  Raratonga (New Zeakandj they

%ﬁgﬂ%ﬁf@éﬂwrong day ! .St»U, it« W *

i ness* The particular day set apart may
Scftj%/atrty miQcifilCe, because in this case the error lay
\>f’r a naries, who were men of God and able
}6' mn’siic'sﬁvn . .ley pleased. It is impossible, how
wPeSaul'y otller 1 “'"s country to have their “ day o

“fir ] /'tli should™ lan.our Sunday, though their services
> 0'rCountr COn‘ribute to the recreation ofthousands
‘fen “ntrymen.

5 iiVes ™t "FVSordained it atherwise here. As they
S y »5 M anta.preachinR gud piayihg an RuUpERY,
r° censuro ™™ Ol1 ~at day but listen to them on

t e Drgixor WRA E preseRk |ifes M not of divine

_ "™ yople shout i Vic 1ls a very good reason why com-
fhc-ggo,, ards, f03 u. J2uRh> sir]g, whistle, dance, cycle,
‘forHVen'ent 1 7 R**f> cricket, cards ; in fact, do
agreeable to signify a wholesome

a y'"'position. Who are these sky-pilots

e a day set apart to their special glorifica-

iCs
'is N of his"ch, Il's a“ ention engaged by ‘he
N | verylurches at Dover has been struck by
Phie ou'a‘eai,.!I-1 ""maged. Accidents will happen
5L “tw, un'verses.
°rd Mav, —_ ) )
ie'Viry" nL*" London, after attending service at
‘4 Us'oin!L.,Sultcd to ‘he rector—in accordance
Ni,-b¥ r,Suggesi,3 “le of wine. Several religious
\ % 7 certain!Sted ‘hat the custom might be dispensed
Irllve -d so might the absurd custom of
. casions ; and also the presenta-
turﬂh\e/ﬁow’\rrrﬂ?ﬁhfaﬁ in remembrance of the holy
ter into wine at the Cana wedding
XL X< 1y 7 odist i co*e to light in connection with

1in,°r'h Lei,i>SCOpa* Church. The paid secre-
65s0cr,/nnection W llas heen pulled up for taking
‘ary ,1,.., ,H!"h the book-publishing depart-

1 Ladi:d “ ‘he babyact”; he didn’t know
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it was wrong to make private profit at the expense of the
Church. He has been exonerated, but it is suggested that a
tresh casuistry is wanted in the Churches.

The Rev. Pubston Jones, M.A., the blind professor of Bala
theological College, has got himself into trouble by saying
that the redemption of mankind was obligatory on the part
of God, as otherwise the creation of man would have been
an injustice.” Of course, having made man so weak that
almost immediately after his creation he falls, the least that
the Creator could do was to look about for some means for
man’s redemption. Even a blind man can see that, and why
should the Professor’s co-religionists howl ?

Apropos of the Church Congress, a contributor to the Church
Gazette says he has been trying to decide whether he likes
these Congresses or not. On the whole, he thinks he does,
provided he is not pressed into going to too many meetings.
He adds that “ in some respects women are more honest than
men, and | verily believe that were it not that they do not like
‘0 go home and own their delinquencies, and also from the
reluctance they have for wasting a good ticket, most of them
would never sit out a single meeting. ‘1 do love the Con-
gresses,” one young lady said to me. ‘Papa always goes
and takes me with him. We generally stop at pleasant
houses, and have a lot of fun in the evenings, and then, as
the Congresses are always in towns, one can spend the day
looking in the shop windows, and loitering in the exhibition,
where one is always sure of meeting acquaintances.” This
young lady is overjoyed that the Congress is this year in
London. | am sure | shall meet her at the picture-galleries,
in Regent-street, possibly at a theatre ; anywhere but at the
Albert Hall or the Church House.”

Here is a shocking story related by the same writer in
the Church Gazette of the way in which parsons “ shin out of
their engagements ” at Congress times : “ Two noted divines
had promised to attend a certain meeting towards the close
of one Congress, only by the time it arrived they were deadly
sick of talk. So they sent excuses, and then went and hid
themselves. Their hiding-place was in a small room at the
back of a tavern on the outskirts of the town, and there
they comforted themselves with pipes and something hot and
a good chat. Greatness has its penalties ; unluckily for
themselves, they were recognised, and the story was too good
not to be told. When they met the convener of the meeting
he was sarcastic on the subject of excuses.”

The pig-headed piety of old Kruger is being made a
considerable matter of reproach to his fellow Christians in
this country. For instance, at the Edinburgh United Church
Presbytery, the Rev. Professor Orr delivered himself as
follows : “ They had been talking about a revival of religion.
He thought the first revival was a revival of faith in the first
article of the creed—* | believe in Ged the Father.” Although
many gibes and sneers had been thrown at and many
estimates had been taken of the President of the Transvaal,
there was, at least, this to be said of him, that he was about
the only man who seemed to have a feeling, a consciousness
that God had anything to do with this matter at all.”

Laying up for oneself treasures on earth was specially
condemned by Jesus. The author of-that silly but widely
circulated production called In His Steps; or, What would
fesus Do? has copyrighted his book, in order to make as much
profit out of it as possible, like the author of that equally
trashy yet largely sold novel, The Christian. A New \ ork
daily wants to know whether this is what Jesus would have
done. Certainly the sweeping in of the shekels would be
contrary to his attributed precepts, but then the Son of God
was either too wise or too illiterate to write anything! himself,
though he came with a Gospel of Salvation for all mankind.
Perhaps, as the Holy Ghost, he inspired the evangelists ; but,
as the world now knows, they made a fearful botch oi it.
Sheldon or Hall Caine would have done it much better—at
least we shall not be far wrong in suspecting that that is their

private belief.

It seems a trifle absurd for the Church Times to find fault
with the showman-like methods of the Rev. \\ . Carhlc at his
church in Billingsgate. Sometimes, it is ‘rue, they are a
little sensational and calculated to create a smile by their odd
mixture of the “ sacred ” and the secular. But they are, at
least, up to date, and traving a saving ekement of common
sense, which cannot be said for the primitive show business
at the Ritualistic churches which have the special approval of

the Church Times.

The Rev. Carlile—true to the traditions of his name—is not
a man to be sat upon even by the Church 'Times. He has
risen up and promptly resented the reflections passed upon
him. In a spirited letter to the Church Times he defends his
methods of filling an empty church in an empty city. Some
of his remarks are rather naive. He mentions that one
woman of the humbler classes lie appeals to said to him :
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“ Since my ole man goes to your ‘show church’ he don’t go
anymore tothe music "all.” Well, of course, he hardly could
on Sundays, and perhaps, as regards other nights, Mr.
Carlile’s show is as good as the general run of comic songs
and comic business at the “ 'alls.” One man, he says, found
it as good as going to a “ pub.”

But Mr. Carlile is not to be supposed to absolutely dis-
regard the proprieties at his church. He says that even
sacred pictures are not allowed to be shown by the magic
lantern during the sermons and prayers. *“ Evensong and
hymns are reverently thrown on the sheet between the pulpit
and the desk.” “ Reverently” is good. How would he throw
them on the sheet irreverently, supposing he should—which
God forbid—be seized by some sudden fit of impiety?

Military music in barracks on Sunday is now objected to.
The subject was discussed at a meeting of the Established
Presbytery' of Glasgow. One of the speakers said that the
secular music of the bands was a desecration of the Sabbath.
If an appeal to the officers was not sufficient, some represen-
tation should be made to headquarters in London. Then
the cloven hoof appeared, another speaker pointing out that
the band played “ exactly at the canonical hours of worship
in neighboring churches.” That is it; the rival attraction is
too strong to be safely tolerated.

This question of reverence in lantern services seems to have
exercised the mind ofthe Rev. Father Dolling. In the last issue
of his “ Quarterly Letter” he says: “Once when | was preach-
ing a mission in Somers Town, and they would have a magic
lantern service for children, I, in the vestry, hearing sounds
of the most ribald laughter, found a thousand children roar-
ing over Adam and Eve upside down on the sheet; the nervous
exhibitor, trying to put it right, showed it a second time in
the same position, and a wag in the corner started ‘ There
was Brown upside down,’ a popular song of the day in which
the thousand children joined most heartily.” Dr. Dolling is,
therefore, not very hopeful of good results from the majority
of these services, and “ deplores the want of any religious
instinct in most of the lantern slides that are to be had.”
Certainly, if there is nothing better to be shown to children
than Adam and Eve, upside down or right side up, the enter-
tainments require some radical revision.

This is how the Lord is spreading his Gospel. A Japanese
native paper, the Osaka Asahi, states that the foreign mis-
sionaries visiting Arima are specially numerous in the summer-
time as a rule. It is now seven or eight years since the Chris-
tian missionaries made their way to that locality and started
the work of propaganda. Since then they have, from time
to time, held prayer meetings, etc., but the inhabitants arc
very indifferent, and, despite the missionaries having preached
for some years, none of them have as yet been converted to
Christianity. Buddhists are manifesting a disposition to form
a united front against Christianity.

John Murray, a farmer, of Inchinmore, Ballyvourney, was
going to Millstreet Fair, with several companions, and was
doubtless looking forward to a good time. But he reckoned
without that mysterious personage called “ Providence.” A
storm came on, and John Murray Was killed by lightning.
One of his companions had an eye blasted, and another was
also seriously injured.” “ For his tender mercies are over all
his works.”

According to the Soir, the French Government will ask the
Chamber for the expulsion of the unauthorised congrega-
tions. Certainly this question will have to be dealt with.
The Jesuits, and some other religious bodies, are intriguers
against the very existence of the Republic, and the Republic,
like every other government, has the right to defend itself
against hostile corporations.

Sabbatarians in New Jersey have compelled the officials to
enforce the Sunday law against barbers and other traders.
'l he result is a marked increase of swearing, and the law has
to be enforced against profanity.

There was an unrehearsed bit of business at an ordination
service in a Leeds Wesleyan chapel. A man got up with a
Bible in his hand and denounced the ministers as hypocrites.
After delivering his “ message ” he made tracks, perhaps for
safety ; although it is just possible that he was commissioned

frhom above to tell the truth for once in a way in a gospel-
shop.

Apropos of the Puritan's denunciation of the stage, the
Umpire remarks that it is impossible to visit theatre or music-
hall in London “ without seeing some of the white-chokered
fraternity present.” The explanation (of course J) is that they
must study sin to preach against it.

That Spalding vicar who began painting his church and
schools many weeks ago is apparently still at it. At any
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rate, he continues to crop up in the newspapers. He sd’
to be as slow as the Establishment he belongs to.

M. Saint-Saéns, the French composer, declined an iniS
tion to Berlin on the ground that all climates were too
for him in December, though he hoped one day to get
in hell.

Mar)’ E. McVicker, of New York, an elderly
committed suicide recently. She was found dead wt® .
Bible tightly clasped in her hands. Inside it were ap
and a hymn that she had written, and a request tna »
blessed book might be buried with her. Talmage ma)
this to his list of “ infidel ” felo-de-se's.

William Edward Bloomfield, a well-known Scripturs re#

at Wakefield, has committed suicide by shooting hilra)
the head—which could hardly have been the seat .
offence that he had been guilty of. We have no Prj,e
pleasure in chronicling such facts. Our object is 116 .
show that Freethinkers are not, as Christians s
imagine, the leaders in self-destruction.

George Quinton, of thtton, a member ol t?ﬁe I;lz;\{‘l
Board of Guardians, and for twenty years a church,
has been fined £5, with £1 us. 6d. costs, I°r 1
behavior in Christchurch Park. We omit details.

We are pleased to see that Mr. “ Cardinal ” Mora
Protestants are still at it hammer and tongs over th
question. We do not care to meddle in the affray,
to wait until the holy bears have left off hugging ea’tpi‘j
The chief thing we hope for is that the truth may jg,f
in its nakedness, and that the mission shams,, 1 Joutit®
Protestant, will be damaged by it. It surely IS‘(cs
for men, who no more follow Christ than thesav ¢lint*

drop the sham of converting the heathen, i ,Pag*IlV
are growing un-Christian much faster than the ‘ lid»

ever be converted. Hypocrites run the churcncn™, »
missions, and fools are cheated into supporting

the fools become wise, and Moran and the mlS .jo
must turn to some honest calling. It is the fools ‘trlith!(/
and pamper the hypocrites. That is the* pmlL, N\ #
should we mince the matter 1-Joseph Symes, >n

il

”

The Church Congress has opened,, and tll' a’enNy
London got in very early with a comic sPeec.;\ngS, '-;P
jokes was this : he said be had been many jya. §
had never been a mother. This colossal and It.
provoked peals of laughter; on the sameJjge 1
suppose, as the elephantine jocularity Ol \jed &<
whole court laughing when everybody is JilU

any relief. WH

N
The Bishop of London put in another sp’@tC h'.ji\/l'

show of the Congress—the Ecclesiastical « had diJr
“In the matter of art,” he said, “the Lb A\rt 5, [t
been supreme.” Well, this is distinctly Clilg W
art. It doesn’t belong to the Church. I* So <at
for art, it gets art. So can any other bod).
Grant and Terah Hooley.
the

The doom of America is sounded. At least says

Smith, Archdeacon of Central Pennsylyalt* 1 Pu

gentleman is at present in England, and r* f>an hB)S dt
at Portsea. Il the course of his sermon H* .

religion was excluded from American ijjatiol qjji-
remarked that the American system ot e . it df
duce a race of clever scoundrels.” But" ~ d° i™)'5
clever, etc., etc., as Archdeacon Smith e, jas 1L ;n,
man of God belongs to a profession wim- «00 0O
ceeded in persuading peeple Hat noth't frie™ws z
without it, and that is about the cleveres

gy~ 1 £/
)¢ Hib| 3
Manchester, a tremendously long Pri‘i , of ‘Mt

the local Dean. What the special, 0" &siblya»* At

quite unable to discover. Iteouldntfe« sijt t t

actor of the books on the shelves. V&, tre

a sort of security against lire or ot >nlake £ y

case, we wonder what difference it -ptA

insurance. f, 0jj>V
There has been another “buria™ s*"~rv ~ o f

Ipswich. A local clergyman refu rlilntk!’f flift

infant, and declared that the poor -ren I£
Heaven. Well, we don’t believe the Ot>.0r o
self will go tHere. Heaven only exs4r)parita=ilii™ ~ U
It is merely a part of the professions ”j|[Ow a ni~b'Pyf
Probably that clergyman is not a bad te Out ]

likely hé woulldn't AUrt actmid bimselp . ddd j O

the honor (and profit) of his Pjj, s/ a bapt|S

infant goes to Heaven as readily as

the use of baptism ? See?

%
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

dreri & October 15, Secular Hall, Manchester; 11, "The

Wsh! ~aSC anc* *ie Future of France”; 3, Boers and
crs ! 7i “ Colonel Ingersoll : Living and Dead.”

To Correspondents.

M-
, Charles Watts's Lecturing Engagements.—October
VLi  na'um Hall, London; 22, Hull; 29, Glasgow ; 30,
herWell ; 31, Wishaw. November 1, Renfrew; 2, Carluke ;
V, wrdeen ; 12, Liverpool ; 19, Camberwell. December 10and
do u cbester—All communications for Mr. Charles Watts
tel <>esent to 11lm at 24 Carminia-road, Balham, SW. » a
aps's required, a stamped and addressed envelope must be

N J @&u11,—Thanks for your always useful batches ot cuttings.

Sooodd  Pleased to hear that Mr. Percy Ward delivered three
Eq ectures on Sunday at Liverpool.
Edv.'FLIN— Thanks for cutting.

V\/.g (Rbnnerman.—

#lFeES appeared* in th'; Freethinker, and were probably

GO romour columns in the first place.

ad.1Lv?— Trobably because the goatwas accounted salacious,

te nu S an aspect of the generative power of nature, which
jRp’e  Hebrews worshipped in common with other ancient

.Vadi,BI5Y— Have addressed it for you, but the address is in
'W |, ertlsument.

'*ntvl\/\/ﬁ%lveand J. Jones \(«

essed, anm returned b)- the Post Office as insufficiently
you kindly forward correct and full address ?
fefbEttEi] “98r,T you cannot take Shares before Christmas,
,erta, aethan never. Do not worry yourself, in any case.
\.ut'neo enough Freethinkers to take up all the Shares with-
"S1,,t Uen>ence.
Aa, HErti r
weeS/7U'iiivaL oan still obtain the late J. M. Wheelers
in "tor>ecutt and footsteps ofthe Past by applying to Mr. Forder,
- °Uer v | er'street, E.C. It is possible that we may issue
il earetOo UM! °f Mr. Wheeler’s essays and articles, though
AIRS Wy to undertake the project just at present.
;I}{Z‘ishMVE?'—_Toung Oxford—Torch of Reason—Crescent
%-FV.-chaQle=={<ree Society— New Century—Isle of Man
World— Hagtings Observer—ROHSMaUlily Fye)-
to ,;rBoston Investigator—Secular 1'°“~or—Umpire—
re Vrii Manchester Guardian Kasparj— Open

RIA £ E§LASIR7 (GRS PF LR 2PRRBW Norii I P €ople s
N7~ -Progressive gpifiker—Xorkshire Post—Chorley

I(\/\%]onal s Cy ulle,in—lpswitdsnal.
" IR0 'vhere aiTTk Boeiety's offiee is at No. 377 SH20E:
CrnYary  C™ers should be addressed to Miss Vance.

nUnWAe,i the® . *P®ce regulations to_announce on the
iher ~ subscription expires, subscribers will receive

Co Orcd wrapper when their subscription is

&
LA Pr i
;? v/ bdpivst' A °/the Enegihiaker should be addressed to

°TIl Get' L°udon, E.C.
_ R st Feach 28 Stonecutti t by fifst posl
?' or they wil nOHJE inserted. Forder, 28 St
AAtter A "terature shou e sentto * r-
V JA= EC , mthe publishing

'/ ~PcAt freewibt RRefabiyardRg elifest groxrd.Jo«e year,

V w ' halfyear, 5s. 3d.; three months, * nce the fw?r 5
V irkkie mseud us newspapers would enh attention.
Vv * passages to which they wish us every.suc-
N\ - H m H
NL BuRIm(JM %HTSD i's;;rl‘g])'/retg Advertise fe cPi ;— Ry ™S

teA o n VUM £1 25 6d'i CCIUAIT C

Special.

Ihe New Company.
&h{@p)i OUTLOOK FOR FRFFTI101A,
n .
ki _dikstlns {@f Shares in the Erestihoug
s Y affgy’ [-Wited, have been reesive
fhe " Strand, W .C., since
V. «ia,are Well *,/>tnker went to press,

t6 Wc 7atlsfied with the progres
\ F p]Jet(fltake up'l? .n0Ot e*Pect all who
&laaere win , 1011 Shares immediatelj
Z - [1]

sticki,, ’COUragc.us to find that
S’ Place’” by next week.
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Meanwhile, the Board of Directors are endeavoring
to find suitable premises. What they want to obtain,
as reasonably as may be, is a shop with offices attached.
This shop should be decent, central, and in a good

thoroughfare. The offices should provide accommoda-
tion for the Freethinker, for the National Secular
Society, and for the Secular Society, Limited. The

business of the movement will then be centralised

under one roof.

Fortunately, the Secular Society, Limited, will be in
a position to bear its share—a reasonable share, of
course— of the rent. The Liverpool bequest, which is
referred to elsewhere, comes in the very nick of time.
If we were Christians, we should say it was a clear case
of Providence. The moment is wonderfully propitious
for a great effort by the Freethought party, and we
hope they will rise to the full height of the occasion.
The next few months, perhaps the next few weeks, will
decide the immediate future of our movement, from the
point of view of organisation and propaganda. By
acting vigorously and judiciously now we may secure a
period of brilliant prosperity. Everyone who possibly can
should take shares in the new Company. That is the
great thing at present. There are many Freethinkers
who have not moved at all yet, but we hope the special
circumstances— so unprecedented and so favorable—
will stir them up to action, and even to some display of
enthusiasm. We do not believe it would inconvenience
the party in any way, collectively or severally, if the
whole number of Shares yet unallotted were taken up
forthwith. This can be done, and it should be done,
and done at once.

G. W. Foote.

Sugar Plums.

Mr. Foote lectured on Sunday in the Secular Hall, Leicester.
There was an excellent morning audience, and a large attend-
ance in the evening, when the chair was occupied by Mr.
Sydney Gimson. In the afternoon Mr. Foote spent an hour
in seeing how the Secular Sunday-school was carried on
under the superintendence of Mr. F. J. Gould, who is very
successful in interesting the scholars in ethical lessons. Mr.
Gould seems to have thoroughly settled down to his work in
Leicester, and there can be no doubt about his popularity.

Mr. Foote lectures to-day (Oct. 15) in the Secular Hall,
Manchester. His subjects are up to date, and will doubtless
attract good meetings. He will have some Prospectuses of
the new Company with him, and will be glad to receive
Applications for Shares from South Lancashire friends after
the lectures. .

Mr. Charles Watts lectured last Sunday evening at the
Athenaeum Hall, London, to a highly appreciative audience.
His peroration in favor of peace, with its many advantages,
was enthusiastically applauded. Mr. C. H. Cattell occupied
the chair. Mr. Watts lectures again from the same platform
this Sunday evening, October 15, taking for his subject “ The
Church Congress Comedy.”

The Annual Members’ Meeting of the Secular Society,
Limited, will be held on Wednesday evening, November 15,
at the Manchester Hotel, Aldersgate-street, London, E.C.
Formal notice will, of course, be sent out to all members.
The object of this paragraph is to give them an opportunity
of noting the date in good time, and also to remind them that
they cannot vote at the Annual meeting unless their subscrip-
tions are paid up. Some who paid their 10s. on entering
have forgotten that 5s. is due for their second year’s member-
ship. The sum is not a great one, and where not paid it lias
probably been overlooked.

We should like to see fresh members enrolled, as well as
tiic subscriptions of older members paid, before November 15.
The first year’s report will be of a very gratifying character,
and as many Secularists as possible should attach themselves
to this Incorporation, which is likely in the course of time to
revolutionise the work of our movement. Gradually the
Secular Society, Limited, is obtaining funds by bequest—for
which purpose it was chiefly devised—and the possession of
funds means the possibility of effective organisation.
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The Secular Society, Limited, is in several wills for legacies.
Mr. Foote arranged particulars of one, only a few days ago,
for about £700. We have already mentioned the contingent
legacy which will some day accrue to the Society from the
will of Mr. Lawson, of Aberdeen. We have also mentioned
the bequest to the Society made by the late Mr. Birch, of
Liverpool. In this case, the residue of the estate is left to
the Society, and it will probably amount to something over
,£1,000. The estate is being rapidly realised, and the Society
may receive its share of it in the course of a month or two.

Freethinkers who wish to provide for a legacy to the Secular
Society, Limited, in their wills should communicate with Mr.
Foote if any difficulty arises in their minds after consulting
their solicitors. The matter is extremely simple after all.

Mr. Cohen lectures to-day (October 15) at Stockton-on-
Tees. We hope the Freethinkers in the district will make
his meetings completely successful in point of numbers. Mr.
Cohen’s recent meetings at Gateshead were good in quantity
and quality, and several new members were enrolled.

The late “Toby” King, of Hastings, was an out-and-out
Atheist, but a Mr. Beaumont has been stating in the local
Observer that he believed in a Supreme Power. Mr. Toby
King, junior, denies this most emphatically. “ 1 think,” he
says, “that | knew my father’s opinions better than most, as
we very often latterly used to talk the matter over, and he
was expecting s'ome misrepresentations of his opinions after
his death.”

Religion of Frederick the Great.

A king with such views could not have been otherwise than
tolerant, if sincere and filled with the courage of his opinions.
And Frederick’s courage was as great in the world of thought
as on the field. The maxim with which he began his reign,
“ Every one shall be saved here in his own fashion,” was
adhered to, and found many repetitions and pleas in the
king’s writings. In the review of the Reformation he
congratulates the world on the division of the Church,
because the existence of several sects compels toleration.
He speaks with pride of the policy of his house in this
respect, adding : “ All these sects live here in peace, and alike
contribute to the welfare of the State. There is no religion
which deviates much from the others in point of moral
teaching ; therefore government may treat them alike, and
leave to each man the liberty of pursuing his own favorite
way to Heaven ; all that is asked of him is that he be a good

citizen. False zeal is a tyrant who depopulates lands ;
toleration is a tender mother who fosters and cultivates
them.”

In brief, then, Frederick’s beliefs were : The existence of
goodness of God ; the sufficiency of the motive of the highest
happiness as the spring of action, supported by the categorical
imperative of the conscience ; the excellence of the Christian
ethics, as well as that of all great religions ; the duty of service
to mankind and the State. He denied : All dogmatic affirma-
tions regarding the independent existence of the soul and of
the persistence of the personality ; all dogmas regarding the
supernatural character of Jesus ; future rewards and punish-
ments. He indulged on occasions some hope of meeting his
friends after death. He firmly held the right and duty of
religious toleration. He lived a life so great and honorable
and consistent with these principles that those who find them-
selves in possession of many more positive beliefs than he had
may well hesitate to cast doubt upon the reality or aspersions
upon the character of his religion.

— The Open Court.

Paine was a better man than is commonly supposed, and a
better writer than any contemporary in his adopted country.
He deserves the eternal gratitude of Americans ; he received

from them contumely during life and denunciation after
death.— A thenccum.

It can do truth no service to blink the fact, known to all
who have the most ordinary acquaintance with literary
history, that a large portion of the noblest and most valuable
moral teaching has been the work, not only of men who did
not know, but of men who knew and rejected, the Christian
faith.—John Stuart Mill.

Not the smallest quantity of force is absolutely lost, or lost
to the universe, but is only lost to the immediate object, and
therefore seems to have vanished from the superficial glance.
In reality, the excited energy has only taken a different

shape, the amount of which must be equal to that of the
former.— Buck ner.
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The Ritual of the Ridiculous.

W hen the ambassador of Philip Il. was reproach” e
his Sovereign with forgetting substance in ceretfO)
he replied with caustic politeness : “ Your Majesty
to remember that you are a ceremony yourself-
view of the fact that Christianity nowadays is
more than a ceremony, it seems hardly right
certain of its representatives should be arraigfre /1
the charge of undue regard to ceremonial. They
retort in the terms of Philip’s ambassador : ‘ jj jj
tianity itself is a ceremony.” But that is hare
much as they are disposed to admit. Still, the h* 4!
death importance that they attach to ceremonial se)(
to suggest that that is what they chiefly care for-
perhaps they are right. Is
The spirit of Christianity has long ceased to e’\A n
memory lingers only in forms and ceremonies, f »
them the God-intoxicated outpourings on the G ©
shores would have had no currency in the PreSfnoii)
These utterances were early preserved from obf fiif5
Paul, who is more to be regarded as the founder 0L »
tianity than Christ. They gained importance™
imperial support, and were eventually preserve (fid
transmitted to us by the Romish Church, F/°aStlii
Church the Ritualists have borrowed as much ~1
dare of the ceremonies which in later centur* ~
given the Christian faith a semblance of life- , ¢ot™
the Romish ceremonial observances, and those 1if

by the Ritualists, are absurd ; but what else
expected in the ritual of the ridiculous ? # -;ic#l
Christianity, in spite of all apologetics, is rl rOfeSe

in its essential features and in its claims. Fe
to be of divine origin, but to vast sections of
it has been, and is, unknown. That simple

stamps it as an imposture, and justifies N re™H
laughter at its pretensions. It is impossible Oic
as a message from the Maker of all thingSi “YCatue,

succeeds in reachingso small a proportionothis £ 5
when ostensibly it was intended for all. Cn°
called “ evidences ” in its behalf is, that the
gave it a great “ send-off” in the earlier cent™r ~J
is, when it received the patronage of the secuj”™ thaL'!
But what has he been doing for it since? ”ps
has inspired missionary enterprise. Wha jadkc,
done ? The lament of missionaries is that n  Q(t .
living and dying without the saving knowje 1
heaven-sent gospel. Further, it is impossjt " $
as a Divine message that which is so dmf 1cc #
preted by those whom it does reach ; a to PtV
many who apply to it the reason which is u, tO
from the same souree. <Somethireg;lis ne

a faith which thus prima facie stands

IO o o EH A o, ¢

an reason untenance o exercise . ,,
such riteS c e, | JU ent’ and in the ex*

absolution nis °nifS anc* adjuncts as confer e
merits, eenuflpv*eS or *he dead, lights, *cf’
gh"éréih (ﬂﬁs WWT,Q In tjrﬁ(goce%mgnuahsts isto%

gained from th,Cr wisdom. NothmS e&(
of Christiani abstract I

'Sﬂan!ﬁ\//. Nobody owaggylélf%éf@‘f’ R :

IR X

them to practice in daily life ; or, » &
they are liable to be regarded by their e »

minded or dangerous fanatics. Get- g
millinery, perfumery, lights, images, ” j ui|s
anything that appeals to the senses a \$ i
tive and critical faculties. In symbo ¢ jtind
least, for some time to come. ho'v>

Modern Christianity being mainly a S tjje’e
there be so much angry feeling excite ~ The) it

vagaries of Romanists and Ritualists -~ supfg }
in keeping with the absurdities tbe”cj,ed
represent. Imagination may be stre . jsjfl ttv.

of perceiving and identifying that w “eill 0
be symbolised. There may be a j?re‘sentiam
symbolical representations which IS~ s a~”™e 'f»

One is apt to be reminded of Pyra. pro~°F n
Midsummer Night's Dream, and jin r
explains : “ This man with lantern, j¢y

thorn, Prcsenteth Moonshine”; 0

says i—

In this same inteflicle it doth befallt w»1l
That I, one Snout by name, Pr*
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And such a wall that | would have you think

That had in it a cranny’d hole or chink ;

This lime, this rough-cast, and this stone doth show
That | am that same wall; the truth is so.

dljereuP°n Theseus remarks : “ Would you have lime
5 .. air to speak better ?”  And can we expect all that
{~Paragmgly called the “ mummery and flummery”
\k ath°lic symbolism to speak better than it does? If
'‘Bh1l Pattiike of the body of Christ, it is presented
b g0ed mixtare Bf Nsur amdtwadbr * if wd wish to drink

r. >'t ijs presented in wine. Incense may be
towifully suPPosed to represent the ascent of prayers

ad _Ven’ hte czilpdles the, HSht of the,world;i
a

re fSo on throug the priestly accessories an
C~nces which go to make up the Christian
'Bi, fhese outward and visible signs do mote to
Rk 'nward and spiritual grace than the mos
te/ and Persuasive discourses. And why ? because
lisse°r?ler appeal to the senses, and the latter (when
flauou challenge the exercise of reason, and that is

ght with spiritual peril.

Francis Neale.

Relision and the Deaf-Mute.
~\to
iIEiOaLIS ivketh dle dumb, or deaf?...... have not I, the Lord?”
t.. *
S&‘g_, ac"i-'ér]gte sect'on of humanity which, through
Product=n’y ?r heredity, is born deaf and (as speech

26§ f: UQUCE of hearing and mutation) proper
< £ quota tothe science of !
1 nc on of its functions. The pious of

books ,non the subject say as little as possible

tASEy o0— vs3ues, WhICH, foir the Satiie leazon,

€ FrB/ 1llave some claim to the closer considera

Bt An 'ethinkers.

éq‘&fauth ng adm‘ts that “ This very defect itself

1’ Or one who is deaf from birth cannot learn

An ' 'Vrit/ wkose knowledge he would attain to faith.”

Stir tbe article, “ Deaf and Dumb,” in the
yrtopedm— a Christian— declares :—

born
ot- tiic

-7* extensive observation and 11191 >
1 Orhid a single instance in which a P
Cﬁ%@cglved of a First Caus3 from «

shveg °f

tire without education- They desenh ”~ven

'V /s °°king at these objects like the cfforts to
hom their friends have made gr f tiie

K~ ate religious truths seldom have - mute at
~rtresa Creator or Benefactor; arda  perform the
nBof -»n France, who had been taugl 1 j vou,

%315191'59,6 Cﬁ]@%& (?hurch, andwas VeRy U
W ”13{1%%/\ 1 ring stated that he had ne eamcep-
! . b dle external forms of religion.”
1 dide -
o1 rior ' 11 Aural Surgery, says :i—
ai? caiiCHIR sixteenth century, during those ages wont
C 3d and Ightened, and in those countries styled
"1 ns>ami u 6? ref ned, among the Egyptians, Greeks,
totiUjCrient; \eprews>the deaf mute was (and even still
l&freil suca- hut little removed from the brute not
' haVc cePtible of improvement or instruction.”

"HiiiSdh

"> Ucat'on .
PrQ:here is °fDeafMutes, T. Arnold writes :
ntug, .y objectsand their motions. Itisam
4d svm’' 11 PerPctual silence, from which the know-
exclud PaUly which might make it tolerable arc
wetifasShave thia Uetihe 1855 C@nnot be estimated.....
ONBr/rnds all 't G&ded the windows through which
It 9anj, 1to on-"nKs>hut close those windows, or
Va(ed . kn°Wled.rn them, there would be no percep-
BJjs ] pP€ 11 consequence, quite shut out.”

irTlie 1. <8phie der Geschicte dcr Metichheit,
S 12 caln »FisUIchucatcd deaf-mutes shows how
iU *10e T facni® 10 fi@ @xercise of reason when

limit/°f sP.eech.’ They remain, in fact,
'vhateVir 1 ' anin'al instinct. A deaf mute
rh-a, f thou' InL S?es- whether good or bad, just

but must
is worse

brain of a Shakespeare,
imbecile. His condition

i'cl, in1:°rthor 1« Is"mdeed, sunk lower even than
stl, . "1.” nstinct of sympathy with his race is
A\ e “Istancc

a”er he fUbja h°rn deaf-mute who murdered
seen a pig Kkilled, simply from
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the instinct of imitation, “and even rooted in the entrails
with a savage, senseless pleasure”; and the author adds:
“This is a horrible proof how little our vaunted human
reason and sympathy with our species can effect when
dissevered from the faculty of speech.”

This and numberless other instances do not reply to
the question, Where is the soul ? as believers could
wish, nor do they add substance to the claims of inherited
religious tendency.

In fact, as Dr. Love, no mean authority, and aural
surgeon to the Glasgow Royal Infirmary, asserts in
his recently-published (1896) volume, Deaf-Mutism: A
Clinical and Pathological Study: “ The whole subject
of the physiological psychology of deaf-mutism is as
yet in its infancy.”

During the last three hundred years men like Ponce,
Bonet, Wallis, Bulwer, Dalgarno, Amman, Sibscota,
Periera, De ZIEpeA, S. Heinicke, Baker, Braidwood,
Pestalozzi, and Froebel have devoted the best part of
their lives to the amelioration of this class. Signs, the
manual alphabet, and latterly (with better success) lip-
reading, have been employed.

In England the Elementary Education Act of 1870
made no provision for the deaf, although there is an
average of two to every thousand of the population.
They remained under the wing of Christian charitable
institutions, with the usual accompaniment of constant
debt and incompetence. Yet we might suppose that
their education was as much a communal necessity as the
lighting of our streets. The Act of 1893, which secured
a grant from the Board for this purpose, has greatly
improved this condition of things.

The method of inculcating so-called religious know-
ledge at the institutions is, of course, slow and easily

followed. For example : “ A table, made by a man—a
carpenter ” is learned and repeated by the scholar.
Then follows : “ The carpenter— and everything— made
by God.” Here the child frequently inquires who made

God— the question being evaded in the usual manner.
Then : “ America— due west. Heaven— due overhead.
Bears live in America—-God lives in Heaven, etc.” This
is the incipient stage of their orthodoxy. These ideas,
true or false, are all received with the same ready
credulity ; but the religious thoughts are hammered
in like nails on every conceivable opportunity, accord-
ing to a set pattern. They are driven by the theo-
logical hammer deep into the delicate tissue of the pas-
sions of fear, self-esteem, and avarice. Any attempt on
the part of the little victim to compare the absurd
mysteries with his limited experience of true things
only fixes those ideas by a sort of automatic repetition.
The mental friction thus locally set up is considered as
inspiration, and the victim of the clerical mallet declares
that the dogma-nails grew there.

Thus, the civilised priest effects the same mental con-
dition as the savage experiences through the medium of
the fearful idols, strange fetishes, and magic of the witch-
doctor, or the constant powerful forces and grand objects
of nature. And the religion of the deaf-mute is bounded

only by the conservative capacity of the memory.
George W oodward.

Ambrose Bierce (Dod Grile) Defends Ingersoll
against Professor Harry Thurston Peck.

( Concludedfrom page (531 )

Professor Peck has a deal to say against Ingersoll’s
methods ; he does not think them sufficiently serious, not to
say reverent. This objection may be met as Voltaire met it—
by authorising his critic to disregard the wit and answer the
argument. But Professor Peck will not admit that Ingersoll
was witty. He sees nothing in his sallies but “ bulToonerv,”
a word meaning wit directed against one’s self or one’s fad.
This amazing judgment from the mouth of one so witty him-
selfcould, but for one thing, be interpreted no otherwise than
as proofthat he had not read the works which he condemns
That one thing is religious bigotry, which, abundantly mani-
fest everywhere in (lie article under review, is nowhere so con-
spicuous as in the intemperate (not to say low) language in
which the charge of “ buffoonery” is made. Who that has
an open mind would think that this was written of Robert
Ingersoll: ....... “ Burst into sacred silence of their devotion
with the raucous bellowing of an itinerant stump-speaker and
the clowning of a vulgar mountebank ”?
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To those who really know the character of Robert Ingersoll’s
wit—keen, bright, and clean as an Arab’s scimitar ; to those
who know the clear and penetrating mental insight of which
such wit is the expression and the proof; to those who know
how much of gold and how little of mud clung to the pebbles
that he slung at the Goliaths of authority and superstition ;
to those who have noted the astonishing richness of his work
in elevated sentiments fitly expressed, his opulence of memor-
able aphorism, and his fertility of felicitous phrase—to these it
will not seem credible that such a man can be compared to
one who, knowing the infidelity of a friend’s wife, would “ slap
his friend upon the back and tell the story with a snicker, in
the coarsest language of the brothel, interspersed with Rabe-
laisian jokes.”

It is of the nature of wit mercifully to veil its splendors
from the eyes of its victim. The taken thief sees in his
captor an unheroic figure. The prisoner at the bar is not a
good judge of the prosecution. But it is impossible distinctly
to conceive a scholar, a wit, a critic, an editor of a literary
magazine, committing himself to such judgments as these
upon work accessible to examination and familiar to memory.
To paraphrase Pope —

Who would not laugh if
Such a man there be ?
Who would not weep if Harry Peck were he ?

Another “ point” that Professor Peck is not ashamed to
make is that Ingersoll lectured on religion for money—*“in
the character of paid public entertainer, for his own personal
profit.” And in what character, pray, does anybody lecture
where there is a charge for admittance ? In what character
have some of the world’s greatest authors, scientists, artists,
and masters of crafts generally lectured when engaged to do
so by “lyceums,” “bureaus,” or individual managers? In
what character does the clergyman preach who serves for a
salary? In what character does Professor Peck conduct his
valuable and entertaining magazine for instruction and amuse-
ment of those willing to pay for it? In what character,
indeed, does this Defender of the Faith put upon the market
his austere sense of Ingersoll’s cupidity ?

Obviously the Agnostic’s offence was not lecturing for pay.
It was not lecturing on religion. It was not sarcasm. It
was that, lecturing for pay on religion, his sarcasm took a
direction disagreeable to Professor Peck, instead of disagree-
able to Professor Peck’s opponents. As a ridiculer of Infidels
and Agnostics Ingersoll might have made a great fame, and
not one of his present critics would have tried to dim its lustre
with a breath, “ nor with polluted finger tarnish it.”

Religions are human institutions ; at least, those so hold
who belong to nonej[of “ the two-and-seventy jarring sects.”
Religious faiths, like political and social, are entitled to no
immunity from examination and criticism, and all the methods
and weapons that are legitimate against other institutions
and beliefs are legitimate against them. Their devotees have
not the right to shield themselves behind some imaginary
special privilege, to exact an exceptional exemption. A
religion of divine origin would have a right to such exemp-
tion, and its devotees might with some reason assist God to
punish the crime of lese majeste; but the divinity of the
religious origin is the very point in dispute, and in holding
that it shall be settled his way as a modus vivendi its pro-
tagonist is guilty of a hardy and impertinent impudence.
Blasphemy has been defined as speaking disrespectfully of
my phemy ; one does not observe among followers of one
faith any disposition to accord immunity from ridicule to the
followers of another faith. The devoutest Christian can
throw mud at Buddha without affecting his good standing
with the brethren, and if Mahomet were hanged in effigy
from the cross of St. Paul’s, Protestant Christianity would
condemn the act merely as desecration of a sacred
edifice.

I must crave the reader’s indulgence for one more quota-
tion from Professor Peck, the concluding passage of his
paper—

“ Robert Ingersoll is dead. Death came to him with swift-
ness and without a warning. Whether he was even conscious
of his end no man can say. It may be that before the spark
grew quite extinct there was for him a moment of perception
—that one appalling moment when, within a space of time
too brief for human computation, the affrighted mind, as it
reels upon the brink, flashes its vivid thought through all
the years of its existence and perceives the final meaning
of them all. If such a moment came to him, and as the
light of day grew dim before his dying eyes his mind looked
backward through the past, there can have been small con-
solation in the thought that in all the utterances of his public
teaching, and in all the phrases of his fervid eloquence, there
was nothing that could help to make the life of man on earth
more noble, or more spiritual, or more truly worth living.”

This of a man who taught all the virtues as a duty and a
delight—who stood as no other man among his countrymen
has stood for liberty, for honor, for goodwill towards men, for
truth as he saw it, for love 2~who by personal example taught
patience under falsehood and silence under vilification ! who,
when slandered in debate, answered not back, but addressed
himself to the argument!—whose active life was an inspira-
tion to high thought and noble deed and whose errors, if
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errors they are, the world cannot afford to lose for the W
and reason that are in them ! dn
The passage quoted is not without eloquence, atyy
literary distinction which its author gives to so much o',
he writes. Withal it is infinitely discreditable. ThereTr
it a distinct undertone of malice—of the same spirh”®
among bigots of less civility and franker speech, n
an irreligious person’s sudden death that it was “a Jt™ 7
of heaven,” and which gloats upon the p055|b|I|ty ~iit
suffered the pangs of a penitence that Came, than*
too late to command salvation. It is in_the salt?/
that conceived and keeps in currency the fen tli».;
times disproved tales of the death-bed remorse ot *ijf
Paine, Voltaire, and all the great infidels. Ity ~
posterity will enjoy the advantage of believing
thing of Ingersoll, and | cannot help thinking
suggesting his remorse as only a Possibility pryle
relating it as a fact attested by piteous appeals *s3di
mercy, Professor Retk Hee tddiimimaa d Sill of °nltyt#
which on his own death-bed he will himself suffer th

regret.

Thomas Paine.

In a general way the building or rebuilding of PW/%/

is not a matter of much concern to readers of thel '1.

Just for once, however, attention may be *perml IIL

of the newest Temples of Bacchus in London. 1'rﬂi

down the St. John-street-road, Clerkenweffi

stone’s throw of the Well-known “ Angel ”

removing of the scaffolding has disclosed the

erected on the site of the “Old Red Lion’

looking building of white stone, red brick tﬂ””'a”t\

mahogany, all quite in the most modern style N

ments will be seen the dates 1415-1899, showing -

be almost the oldest licensed premises in th? @ o0

“0Old Tabard Inn,” of Southwark, is probably t1

license st 10,ft
ThIS “0Old Red Lion " should be of some niterfy
linkers, as may be seen from the following cX/jtQ f

History of Clerkenwell, by William J. Pinks

1865):—

“In the year 1811 it was described as a S
house with two or three trees in front. In a v & fhi ty
vritten that curious engine of polltlcal Wlselﬂ‘ litt rj.
ofMan, by Thomas Paine, who with Flyt& a! q/di
overthrow the throne of Hils king, 8A Wity ¢ V\Bf .
i

an impotent but malicious Blew at the a *
llurke unloosed his grasp on the one side, ?IH{Qusl'

venerable Bishop of Llandaflf, disabled his
the other.” pty
A footnote to this cites London and Middles™ %
Nightingale (vol. x., part iii.); but that work. QanL
hand, cannot be referred to for anyother possib jjf
Palne d
Another hlstory of Clerkenwell (l_ithnunleAtr|t¥ ){
Tl storical tytyt Ij
Thomas Cromwell (8vo PentOnV'IIe 1829), jyty ...

to Thomas Paine, “ who, in his lodgings od RY;

his works..’- oCh up,|d<,
Judging by the much-mixed figure Ol *y y[r. tyvty
J. Pinks—or his successor, E. J. Wood, vgfy tyty.1
before the completion of the work—he " ,I., ofle]\dic f
writer, who aimed a blow at God’s altar " st toff

the otherwas engaged §n overthrowli*r'éj @ ki~ N,/
In the historian’s epinion Bur w
doubled up Paine. To make a ?J\ r‘ieh P/

sistible, pun, we are inclined to say % «
very completely they were doublét Vt} !
It is pretty safe to say that if durlng nﬁ?i

every passer-by the “Old Red Lion " co

to his knowledge of Burke, Paine, and W by

able to name a book by Paine to ever) - NoN
Watson; which rather suggests that t > oUp

as impotent as some would like to ma

Howto Help Us'
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1) Get yairr nawsagent 1y take a tyw
and try to sell them, guarantee*1b i

remain unsold. it

2) Take an extra copy (or more), and c

acquaintances. A tIon*"

g
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3) Leave a copy of the Freethinker no" 1
car, or the omnibus.

4) Display, or get displayed, one J{ymfj'p se
are of a convenient size
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The Gospels as Drama.

thet «rBER wken once witnessing a play of The Nativity
Pef 1 Pos'ngs and elaborate intonings of carols and pro-
fatlc hymns by Mary and others were all in place behint
te The “asides ” and attitudinisings of Jesus before
dby Erection of Lazarus, his affectation of vehement grief,
~ad |1 Inff Als disciples secretly he was glad Lazarus was
Up, , ke might display his power, etc., led Renan to
We 1 and Lazarus and the sisters had got up a
'Ul ecePli°u ; but it is much better explained if we suppose
la2 * P'ous drama.made up out of the parahle et Rives and
<.jivs Bt performed..in..rural. districts (in the second
pl f.ere the people had been accustomed to the sacred
N 's ‘kc belief of many learned men that the
*¥Pbvin,Crau play succeeded a sacred pagan play in the
FhilgOs ?e> There is little doubt that many of the ----3
BhuN  are relics of pious performances by which alone
10Prinr masses coul”™ I36 impressed, when there was as
and little painting; and it is not improbable
L msarr Skarratives fix the New Xe&axiesiii, inang them
_elatic rpeilon pf Jesus, wepe to some extent ghaped
'iHdsg Cxigencies, and are now as unfairly accepted, or
italic’ as lteral history as it would be to wo treat the
- »inorrePrespntations of Robespierre and Napoleon now
A epiy.ds 'n l'ansant London.  All of this may be justly
?the aiteheOr?t!cal, but it appears to me more probable
Jjon |:j,"native hypot}hesis of mere fraud in the_ com-
‘f'W unl -Cerqgm marve
;ActWWistoncal and mythical. Otc - ue popular
Wefs e lact of such dramas being founde romr>leteness
«ily account for the definiteness and con pka

w SnnSt?/lc shapes in the New Testament.J ~ ~ d c d

j yWW fact that the tremendous miracles ,nan

~Nastu historian of that era—notevenJ PV ;nthe
>«rn Hereis an element of supernaturalism, n

it is in the guise of to

few novelists, romancers, or .PL - .+ ton an

] iy)?21 which does not, at some vita 1 thology.
mi_Th_e Greek stage was a nursery of mytlioi ,>
’ Secord cp'W n” ‘ke Gospels written in, or on, the eve

Jed n‘ar)' so full of Christ’s miracles, whereas not
I'va for th(,° W fbe first century' writings, the Epistles ?
leQull',e so. sanie reason that we find in Rostand’s Fa
>R lebutwi®w?llders (* thought-dransference”) met n

bjrtwiine. - AC L BPtEd 1P prRTa Sleped Maenogens of
A@éﬁﬂeﬁl 361719 t30chighity ARBRAG NG LA RELHER!
ire n

1S

Con in “ The Open Court."

Correspondence.

the
CHRISTIAN EVIDENCE SOCIETY.

the EIMTOR OF
ftHoYy, j r°Uugli Q .

AVsi;0cerainiprer'vol?'rn' nff business | have been unable,
Evid®" An Open Letter to the Members of

D Pternbpr GS°ciety,” which appeared in the Free
%?hinl?l: (O 1 1*7 (pp' 597-8). If my reply be brief, il
- o A ,
KSTUItR, FBOLof <R LG M SRS dSBER:
oi'lruS lv! nqgs fa%.@@“ﬁ‘b t Mr. Wright is not, and
. - 5 . e
mpene?Ce Soc?-** 1, Car g S SRS g eak B
0 0 wHg Il act*ngon that occasion for our regular
ftc>i erai 6 (Rpsent- 11 Mr. green flatly denjes the
tovvinn®vto "~ /” tements made by “ M. L.,” some
th. 1repdd T ialse- (8) The expressions used by

‘Wildest t 10 ° Ur legctures are utterly unjustifiable
term—anii Of t]lat \ ilave absolute proof.

X‘%l&fclay

\&éter' \yhtaken weeks to furnish this pious reply to
howlO SaAs calls for a word of editorial com-

*\\/ TO
THE FREETHINKER.

C. L1loyd Engstroém,
°f the Christian Evidence Society.

"g ai ichP%an  know to be false " statements

m>*., e proof'lWas not present. We also wonder
 pf-hri.~gues anit ~possesses of the perfect resE)ecta-
fe a employees. Mr. Engstrom always

Nri ‘he”eceviitehll“nan.  Gutter would hardly melt in his
<<Sly ife tactics’a,siok Brcl he has been told scores of
S 'tt'“thusl8 ‘hat th "1~ ? ua?e of some of his underlings
%.CagM 1, Permits ii,ese gentlemen" are misrepresente

>ublp  letter C ®andal to continue. Personally, we
Vhitl*0 let .rCksru-.j ,"."'st;,ke, because it gave prominence
nventrrto ¢ K tnala.il's'n- Where amendment is impossible
1vlk°ved o 'l «jntey ;llo,u*- That has been our general
V y S I char,.» lo adhere to it strictly in the future.
Anheif ,r®onS2?t °( Christian Evidence speakers,
hoR1Ws them 11 Alr. Engstrdm's ; and, perhaps,

lo be the better for the cause they
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Ingersoll.

Ingersoll was a master liberating force. If all he said was
forgotten, if all ideas he conceived were disproved, if all the
currents of concrete life set the other way, he would never-
theless be remembered, accomplishing an earthly immortality.
He would be remembered as Luther is remembered by
people who know nothing about Luther. Luther is a rare
reminiscence. He epitomized an epoch, a protest, a resolve,
a cry for liberty. Very few people know anything about
Luther. They know he translated the Bible, that he threw
his still dripping inkpot at Satan, that he met the devil
full-robed in a priestly council and was not afraid. Many do
not know this much. Few know more. Yet they rightly
apprehend the essential Luther. He still mountainously
engages the eye. Ingersoll will stand at a meeting point of
historic tendencies, in a like way focussing rays, rallying
diverse streams, uttering unencumbered idealisms. There he
will remain for ever, indexing a defiant disturbance and
revival of the spirit. Sweep every written word into oblivion,
and still the figure will immovably arrest the vision.

—H. |. Tréaubel, in the “ Conservator."

The purport of the hour is vast.
The world wants justice. It demands
United hearts, united hands—

The day of charity is past.

Let no man think he can despoil
And rob his kind by trick and fraud,
And at the last make peace with God
By tossing alms to honest toil.

Men have outgrown the worthless creed
Which bade them deem it God’s goodwill
That labor sweat and starve to fill

And glut the purse of idle greed.

They have outgrown the poor content
That breeds oppression. Forged by pain
Mind links to mind in one great chain

Of protest and of argument.

And by the hand of progress hurled
This mighty chain of human thought,
In silence and in anguish wrought,
Encompasses the pulsing world.
—Ella Wheeler Wilcox.

The extant forms of supernaturalism have deep roots in
human nature, and will undoubtedly die hard ; but in these
later days they have to cope with an enemy whose full strength
is only just beginning to be put out, and whose forces, gather-
ing strength year by year, are hemming them around on ever}’
side. This enemy is science.— T. Il. Huxley.

The Secular Society, Limited.

REGISTERED OFFICE—376-7, STRAND, LONDON, W.C.

T his Society has been incorporated for the purpose of legalising
the receipt, holding, and expenditure of funds for the promotion
of Secularism. Its objects, as set forth in the Memorandum of
Association, comprise every essential for which Secularists are
striving. The governing idea.ofall of them is expressed in this
primary c.ause:—"“ To promote, in such ways as may from time
to0 time be determined, the principle that human conduct should
dee Hzased upon natural knowletige, and not upon -supernaturdl
dg“g{ and that human welfare in this world is the proper end of
a”'llnglé%r}:tleat?/dhaacsngg\'/vers to purchase, lease, rent, or build halls
or other premises \ to employ lecturers, writers, organisers, or
other servants ; to publish books, pamphlets, or periodicals; to
assist other associated persons or individuals who are specially
promoting any of its objects; to co-operate with any kindred
Society in any part of the world ; and to do any other lawful
thing in furtherance of all or any of its said objects. To this end
it is empowered to “ have, hold, receive, and retain any sums of
money paid, given, devised, or bequeathed by any person, and to

mploy the same for any of the purposes of the Society.”

Intending members must be proposed and seconded in writing,
and admitted by the Board of Directors, which consists of twelve

embers elected at the Annual Members’ Meeting. Each member
ontranre fee of ios., and after the first year of

done without the slighter--—-- — . .
a\ﬁ'houg}] not netessary, to apprise the Board of Directors
I clause having been inserted ; or the communication

I,
%\f}j&%’g ﬁqgﬁ@tﬁﬁgg%]f%ﬂqmg) ta the Chairman

1ithout wai e realisation of such bequests, the Board
<Sanneal to members and sympathisers for donations,

tLe Society’s work.-
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

[Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday,
and be marked “ Lecture Notice,” if not sent on post-card.]

LONDON.

The Athenaeum Hall (73 Tottenham Court-road, W .): 7.30,
C. Watts, “ The Church Congress Comedy.”

Bradlaugh Club and Institute (36 Newington Green-road,
Ball's Pond): 8.30, Miss Bertha Jeffries’s Dramatic Company in
romantic drama, “ Bracken Hollow.”

Camberwell (North Camberwell Hall, 61 New Church-road) :
7.30, Stanley Jones, “ The Reaction in Modern Society.”

South London Ethical Society (Masonic Hall, Camberwell
New-road): 7, J. M. Robertson, “ The Feeling for Religion and
the Feeling for Truth.”

West London Ethical Society (Empress Rooms, Royal
Palace Hotel, High-street, Kensington, W.) : 11, Dr. Stanton Coit,
“ Plato on Immortality.”

Open-air Propaganda.

Brockwell Park (near Herne-hill Gates): 3.15, E. Pack.

Camberwell (Station-road): 11.30, E. Pack.

Mile End Waste: 11.30 and 7, E. Pack. October
W. J. Ramsey.

Peckham Rye :3.1s, Stanley Jones.

S. L. E. S. (Peckham Rye): 11.15, Mr. Newland.

Stratford (The Grove): 7, A. B. Moss.

Victoria Park (near the Fountain): 3.15, W. Heaford.

W estminster (Grosvenor Embankment): 11.30, W. Heaford,
"The Unreason of Religion.”

COUNTRY.

Birmingham Branch (Prince of Wales Assembly Rooms):
H. Percy Ward—11," The Christian Devil”; 7, "Are Unbelievers
Fools? A Reply and a Challenge to the Rev. J. H. Jowett, M.A.”

Bristol (in the Horse Fair): 8, J. Keast.

Chatham Secular Society (Queen’s-road, New Brompton):
245, Sunday School; 7, Joe Clayton, “ Shelley, the Prophet of
Democracy.”

Edinburgh (Moulders’ Hall,
“ Hell.”

Glasgow (no Brunswick-street): 12, Discussion Class—Celsus,
“ Criminology and Penal Reform ”; 6.30, Social Meeting.

Hutt (2 Room, Friendly Societies’ Hall, Albion-street): 7,
W. H. Bailey, “ Religion of Cheapness.”

Leicester Secular Society (Humberstone-gate): 6.30, J. M.
Gimson, " Three Eighteenth-century Novelists: Richardson,
Fielding, and Smollett.”

;Liverpool (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square): 7, S. Reeves,
" Practicability of Socialism.”

Manchester Secular Hall (Rusholme-road, All Saints):
G. W. Foote—11," The Dreyfus Case and the Future of France ”;
3, " Boers and Britishers ”; 7, “ Colonel Ingersoll: Living and
Dead.” Tea at5.

Stanley : October 14, at 7.30, in the Board School, Mrs. Brad-
laugh Bonner, “ Revenge.” October 15, in the Co-operative Hall,
Mrs. Bradlaugh Bonner—3, “ Revenge”; 7.30, “The Queen’s
Reign of Peace.”

Stockton (Bowes Assembly Rooms, Yarm-lane, near the
Theatre Royal): C. Cohen—11 and 3.30; also at 6.30, “The
Origin of God.”

Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockingham-
street) : 7, M. D. O'Brien, “ Is Belief in Miracles Necessary to
Salvation ?”

South Shields (Captain Duncan’s Navigation Schools, Market-
place) : 7, Business Meeting.

18, at 8,

105 High-street): 7, Mr. Pryde,

Lecturers’ Eng-ag-ements.

C. Cohen, 17 Osborne-road, High-road, Leyton.—October 15,
Stockton.

Il. Percy Ward, 2 Leamington-place, George-street, Balsall
Heath, Birmingham.—October 15, Birmingham. 22, Leicester.
29, Huddersfield. November 5, Birmingham. 12 and 19, Man-
chester. 26, Birmingham. December 17, Birmingham.

POSITIVISM.

“ Reorganisation, without god or hing, by the systematic
worship of Humanity."

Information and publications on the Religion of Humanity
may be obtained free on application to the Church of
Humanity, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

Ingersoll’'s New Lecture.

THE DEVIL

Price 6d. post free.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.
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London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street

THE BEST

ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM

IS, I B

TRUE MORALITY, o THE THEORY AN
OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L.,, M.V.S., M.N-S'S' 1
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160 pages, *withportrait and autograph, bound in cloth) £

Price zs., post free.
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most important parts of the book are issued in
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distribution is. a dozen post free.

The National Reformer of September 4
Holmes’ pamphlet...... is an almost unexceptional s

Neo-Malthusian theory and practice...... and thre”. .

to moral feeling...... The

the Nee-Malthusian eause and te Auman #fefhepte

fther 1"-
ft
Copies of the Jf
S
st
syperial welle df Mir. Ho fof(-,
e 1>

just his combination in his pamphlet of a plain s <
physical and moral need for family limitation Witfh ~ r #
of the means by which it can be secured, and an

cerned of the requisites at the lowest possible Prl
The Council of the Malthusian League,

prysss.
Djj t

Allbutt, and others, have also spoken of it in ve, ™ r.street

The trade supplied by R. Forder, 28 Stonecut ¢
Other orders should be sent to the author,

E.C.

ggfw'

J. R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAG~"™- f

W. J. Rendell’'s “ Wife’s

A

Recommended by Mrs. Besant in Lawojff OQjiv d

Dr. Allbutt in Wife's Handbook, p. 51,

"l st PAIgIfIP*

, Clerkenwell; 2s. per doz.» Pmnede®

ties).

For particulars send s

Important Caution-

Beware of useless imitations substituted (hy ~
chemists, the words * Rendell & Co,” anf, n'3ece'v'; .g.

being speciously and plausibly introduced n

JrE

Look for Autograph Registered

on each BOX, WITHOUT WHIGLL  sCCI,(i°$'¢ »

i's Syringe, with Vertical and F

Dr. Palfrey’s P°*Ser*< &
Dr. Allbutt’s Quinine 1°

Bs. 3d.
d

free.

2J. a /

PACK SEEKS SITUAT~AO”~uch & A
vry, or Employment m



October 45, 1899.

THE FREETHINKER. 671

rcc 4., by post 3d.; yearly subscription (including Supple-
' ments), 2s. 8d.

THE literary guide

and rationalist review.

The October Number Contains i—
I reyfus and Political Moralists. By Joseph McCabe.

ThPo,e and LisrHts.

Lector.

Tu Vaim of the Sabbatarian. By G. Dawson Baker.
Thp «@a'Su” ar>d the Salvatlonlsts By F. J. Gould.

1 * American “ Bampton

HO “Ide to Spinoza.
AW  Think.

\aLeasary

Thel . n Madnesses.

Hebrew Legend.

By W. J. Shaxby.

C ate,Colo" I Ingersoli:
Tu Jottings.
4 rs ata,’ Rainbow.— V1.
Satin,tamings (gleaned from the Religious Press).
SC?® » in the Magazines.
\ otices and Correspondence.

’\h\$3 e Su
., J Charles

Watts & Co.,

plglement by F.J. Gould, entitled “The Reli-

arwin

17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, E.C.

SOFFREETHOUGHT

o. W. Foote.

Second Series (cloth), 2s. 6d.

'C risis :
aS i-Luscious Piety—The JewishS a b rting a
Stokes on Immortality—Paul Be Sons
vT ~\radlaukh's Ghost— Christ and Brotherhood e

S'S Ci~"Wzedek- S'w'elp me God-Infidel Homes

LANRRAY
C dla>ci, 7-1us samhﬁ"‘Sts WCPKEdl?/Ileve r beRos%mEord
'\/[I(I>AtW ty~ Relifion and Money Go ~  to Date

%oﬂz |0tgil§t|%9 aA?fXTthf'% Magtm, Il_uther

f Rardin ~ A Lost SouI—Happy in Hell—The Act of

CkSt ®s  Bonin, Ghisc—Bhessed e ye Poor—Comverted

Joath ..,

Vs. Ghost—Talmage on the Bible—Mrs.

C>n.” and Lal>C After—The Poets and Liberal Theology—

L"S Kn&‘:rg the n
8§
Lo R

ra lendaye thp tr

7 ue**nS'—An Easter Egg for Christians

L ‘ﬁ“ﬁe Sg}lr@hmg 1g\h|=|@r@— Kit Marlewe

Backslide ? — Frederlc Harrison on

i "ftotr he GreWitpy ~Forgive and Forgeit-Tine Star of
YoLit0 | Gh

ljsin—t  Ghost—At

Gunucj 1u®at the Derby—Atheist Murderers—A

ose-Water Religion.
J'Order, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

London

sem and! the Frenohi Rewobus-

o Now Ready. . #
utility and Agnosticism.
~ Correspondence between

of the CHURCH in SCOTLAND

A\D
\ E ANDERSON, Agnostic, London.

Ig&m%nﬂ”nden _
eliding-on'nf no”intended for publication, and is all

\ CUrch

It arose out of an applica-

r* Anderson for a subscription towards

‘p.-, .

&G riCe Sixpence.

Ston7 J°hnson’s-court, E.C. ; R. Fordcr, 2S
necutter-street, E.C

O Ready. Cloth, 192 pages, 2s. 6d

'Mstone ballads

‘RI

N.n.

OTHER VERSE.

By

G L

! ™Trod

Mackenzie.

Uction by g. W. Foortk.

Porder

28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

In stout paper covers, is.; cloth, 2s.
THE

00K OF GOD

In the Light of the Higher Criticism.
With Special Referenceto Dean Farrar’s New Apology.

By G W. FOOTE.

Contents:— Introduction—The Bible Canon—The Bible and
Science — Miracles and Witchcraft— The Bible and Free-
thought— Morals and Manners— Political and Social Progress
— Inspiration—The Testimony of Jesus—The Bible and the
ChurchofEngland— An Oriental Book— Fictitious Supremacy.

“ | have read with great pleasure your Book of God. You have
shown with perfect clearness the absurdity of Dean Farrar’s posi-
tion. | congratulate you on your book. It will do great good,
because it is filled with the best of sense expressed with force and
beauty.”— Col. R. G. Ingersoll.

“ A volume we strongly recommend...... Ought to be inthe hands
of every earnest and sincere inquirer.”—Reynolds's Newspaper.

“ Mr. Foote takes the Dean’s eloquence to pieces, and grinds
the fragments to power. His style, as a whole, is characterised
by a masculine honesty and clearness.”—Ethical World.

“Mr. Foote is a good writer—as good as there is anywhere.
He possesses an excellent literary style, and what he has to say
on any subject is sure to be interesting and improving. His
criticism of Dean Farrar’s answers fully justifies the purpose for
which it was written.”— Truthsecker (New York).

“A style at once incisive, logical, and vivacious....... Keen
analysis and sometimes cutting sarcasm...... More interesting than
most novels.”—Literary Guide.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Just published, price 2d., by post 2j~d.,

Men “ after God's Own Heart.”

BRIEF SKETCHES OF THE LIVES' OF NOAH,
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London: Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, E.C.
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M Blackpool.—Public and Private Apartments. Good accom-
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INGERSOLL’S LAST LECTURE.

"WHAT IS RELIGION?”

An Address delivered before the

AMERICAN FREE RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATION, AT BOSTON, JUNE 2, I&»

Freethinkers should keep a copy of this Lecture always by them. It was Ingersoll’'s last
utterance on the subject of religion. It shows him to have been a “ rank Atheist” to
the very end. Moreover, it is a summary of his life’'s teaching, and embalms his ripest

thought. PRICE TWOPENCE.
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