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God Save France.

kg
@ntr™*'il clergyman says that the Christians of this
ofPr=L should unite in prayer to God for the conversion
Hg,fgnce' He does not say conversion to what. If he
i~ rsion to Christianity, we beg to tell him
. 5Process has for some years been goin and
¢ raclq:‘ re?lse'y the, causg of all the trouble in that
‘£f(hj Fr)1ation.y Boa, I the a Gdd, might wéll
MQuaun6™ te save France, but he will never do it
l'i*'tf me Christian superstition. Whenever France

W%mg real progress she has been governed
! RIAKRIS. ™ Whenever she has fallen a victim to
®lpher affairs have been in the hands of Christians.
NirtfL ‘S plainer than that the whole Dreyfus battle,
Tlp.Om the sad fate of one tortured man, has been a
Jti  ~between the forces of reason and the forces o
W'ren one Slde are the Church and the Church-
I 1L Army; on the other side are avowed Free-
aowl sterling Republicans. The Generals

\ er &6Nnse, Boisdeffre, R°get, and ti 1 yf

even Esterhazy and Du Paty .de Clam, are

\ WCatho ICS. S0 are’the journalists, Tike DrumonC

. their pens in the cause of mijust N

H «®n- Trﬁ% leaders of the other sidm ~ . .ers

i ere N tICei and freedom, are principally have

V u re.some Protestants, like Pressen c, g ut
S chW lantly against the hosts of dar™ -

'S ruoOnors of the war go to Fre®@V ancj
~  Clenwaceau, Gohier, _Guyot Mmabea ™

;«fig," It was foolishly given out that rmq ,

Meftged who sacrificed everything for an act

H8 he 'Ic did not even know— was a Catholic.
V’leh’f(@bfo up as a Catholic, but he became
0 " This is now admitted even by Cardinal
£lly evidently well-informed correspondent
Chronicle, signing himself “ Anglo

LY esti, S to “the Jew Captain Dreyfus and
10" L Was Picquart.” We gathered that
, read wh freethinker by the books he had

~Nto°f Min 2n G+ Was *brown into prison— the

;X nbe Q««nv/r\)g n’,.and SPencer- But wc are
§"I- astyDr . °* Gie fact. For we look upon

tiMy ?2ich hisf Inff wbat is finest in French character
Afce0&ic; bright, keen intelligence ; calm,

littleif evelll'l'rous instinct, and imperturbable
*¥ill k,r.. rance is involved in another death-

tnAM her flagr rllc P'cquarts, not the Merciers, who

5 ,cal Ser "I points out the great increase in
I fd&ys hools in France.  Priestcraft is applying
Yy Al}%afng%as’-‘bﬂ) gliptlking the educational
°loms°f the ir '* controls the ingtitutions in which
ps theRABIRIY hrimy are trained. pgy e il
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eneral Staff. Picquart’s
>rs le was a Freethinker. All heretics

nf-ahaljsher ain} O be systematically weeded out

On""’]g,wer(f[ades of the army, and when none

0 F§ran_ 6117 t‘'me would be ripe for using

ylvn'ts pPy thd! ARINGG the PepyBlie.  Nor is this
B

Wori- eratlon of Dreyfus, ' riestcraft
Genr, \and the army is still in the hands

thc r, wbo have excited the disgust
ii-"tiyu’s bu. U lolc. c‘v**ised world. ladeed, the
s~ h tho ;.?ne incident, after all, in a great

' 9J9°f Absoi'ytfas °f the Revolution are opposed
Ism. It is the Republic against
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Monarchy and Imperialism, and Freethought against
Catholicism. And the opposition will continue, and
produce many striking scenes in France before peace is
possible.

Freethinkers were in the ascendant in Gambetta’s
time. The Church was kept in its place, national
education was established and freed from priestly
control, and the unauthorised Religious Orders, includ-
ing the Jesuits, were expelled from France. They
crept back, however, in spite of the law, under President
Carnot; and now they are numerous, grasping, and
insolent.  On the eve of the Revolution there were only
40,000 monks in France ; there are 200,000 to-day, and
they own ~400,000,000 worth of property. And what
is the result of the presence of this horde of conspirators
against French civilisation ? Let us hear M. Gohier :—

“We see our great cities, which once were Voltarian
and Radical, commanded by fanatical memorials and
basilicas of the Sacred Heart. We are stupitied to find
that our Education is saturated with Clericalism, that
the bourgeoisie has become clerical, while half the people
have relapsed into fetish worship. They believe in
miracles, in holy wells, in relics of old monks, and are
ready to murder infidels and heretics in order to gain
Indulgences.”

M. Collier’s sad confession is that the Clericals have
“ acquired control of our national policy, our industrial
interests, and our armed forces.” And this has been
done by slow and stealthy steps, by dominating the
education of the higher classes, and by'debauching the
minds of the lower classes with the grossest supersti-
tion. Yes, it is once more the case, as it was when
Gambetta led that splendid fight against Reaction, that
Clericalism is the Enemy. The triumph of Clericalism
is the real secret of the present trouble. Zola saw this
clearly and stated it plainly in his first open letter “ To
France.” “Some,” he said, “ have the effrontery to
deny this clerical reaction ; but it is everywhere, it is
patent in politics, in art, in the press, and in the street.”
Zola added that the Clerical policy was obvious to
anyone gifted with common sagacity. The Church
had done its utmost to capture the masses by attrac-
tive services, by multiplying Catholic workmen’s asso-
ciations, and by organising great pilgrimages. Still, it
was admitted that faith was languishing. What was
to be done then? Would it not be a beginning of faith
to inoculate the French people with the poison of
religious bigotry? Make them shout “ Down with
thc Jews !I” “ Death to the Jews !” and they might go
on to cry “ Death to the Protestants.” Zola ended with
thc sarcasm that, when the French people were drunk
with injected bigotry, the Church would easily triumph,
for * doubtless God would do the rest.”

English Christians need not, therefore, pray for the
conversion of France. We repeat that the process has
been going on too rapidly. France is becoming too
Christian.  She has been swept by a great wave of
reaction ; and every other form of reaction— political,
social, philosophical, or artistic— originates in religious
reaction. Religion is utterly powerless now, whatever
it may have been in the past, to promote human pro-
gress. It is only powerful to hinder, retard, and throw
back. Everywhere it is the real enemy of civilisation;
and, where it cannot work with effect in the open, it works
more disastrously in secret. What is wanted, then, is
not the conversion of France, but the de-conversion of
France. She is suffering- from a very bad attack of
Christianity, and more Christianity would only aggravate

her complaint.
G. W. Foote.
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The Triumph of Science.

Among the many eloquent and pertinent tributes given
by the late Colonel Ingersoll, the one to science is of
special interest to us. In his unique style, he said :—

“ Science, thou art the great magician ! Thou alone
performest the true miracles. Thou alone workest the
real wonders. Fire is thy servant, lightning is thy mes-
senger. The waves obey thee, and thou knowest the
circuits of the mind. Thou gavest man the plough, the
reaper, and the loom—thou hast fed and clothed the
world ! Thou art the great physician ! Thy touch hath
given sight. Thou hast made the lame to leap, the dumb
to speak, and in the pallid cheek thy hand hath set the
rose of health. ‘Thou hast given thy beloved sleep’'—a
sleep that wraps in happy dreams the throbbing nerves
of pain. Thou art the perpetual providence of man.
There is this difference between science and theology—
science is modest and merciful, while theology is arrogant
and cruel. The hope of science is the perfection of the
human race. The hope of theology is the salvation of a
few, and the damnation of almost everybody.”

These are not mere idle words ; they echo great and
important truths. On reading them we are reminded
of the potency of those natural forces upon which
Secularists rely to achieve human progress. With
them, as it has been frequently stated, science is the
providence of man. It is, therefore, to us a supreme
pleasure to note that, at the recent meeting of the
British Association at Dover, Sir Michael Foster, the
newly-elected President, spoke so firmly and hopefully
of the many triumphs of science during the present
century. He pointed out with great lucidity that many
scientific truths which, a hundred years ago, were hardly
recognised, except by a very few inquiring minds, are
now understood and appreciated ; and, further, they
enter “ largely into the every-day talk and thoughts of
educated people.” Having indicated the rapid advance-
ment made, within the period named, in chemistry,
biology, and other sciences, he referred as follows to
the progress of geology \—

“In 1799 the science of geology, as we now know it,
was struggling into birth. There had been from of old
cosmogonies, theories as to how the world had taken
shape out of primeval chaos. In that fresh spirit which
marked the zealous search after natural knowledge
pursued in the middle and latter part of the seventeenth
century, the brilliant Stenson in Italy, and Hooke in
our own country, had laid hold of some of the problems
presented by fossil remains ; and Woodward, with others,
had labored in the same field. In the eighteenth century,
especially in its latter half, men’s minds were busy about
the physical agencies determining or modifying the
features of the earth’s crust; water and fire, subsidence
from a primeval ocean, and transformation by outbursts
of the central heat, Neptune and I’luto, were being
appealed to, by Werner on the one hand, and by Desmarest
on the other, in explanation of the earth’s phenomena.
The way was being prepared, theories and views were
abundant, and many sound observations had been made ;
and yet the science of geology, properly so-called, the
exact and proved knowledge of the successive phases of
the world’s life, may be said to date from the closing
years of the eighteenth century. In 1783 James Hutton
put forward in a brief memoir his Theory of the Earth,
which, in 1795, two years before his death, lie expanded
into a book ; but his ideas failed to lay bold of men’s
minds until the century had passed away, when, in 1802,
they found an able expositor in John Playfair. The very
same year that Hutton published his theory Cuvier came
to Paris, and almost forthwith began, witli Brongniart,
his immortal researches into the fossils of Paris and its
neighborhood. And four years later, in the year 1799
itself, William Smith’s tabular list of strata and fossils
saw the light. Itis, | believe, not too much to say that
out of these geology, as we now know it, sprang. It was
thus in the closing years of the eighteenth century that
was begun the work which the nineteenth century has
carried forward to such great results. But at that time
only the select few had grasped the truth, and even they
only the beginning of it. Outside a narrow circle the
thoughts, even of the educated, about the history of the
globe were bounded by the story of the Deluge—though
the story was often told in a strange fashion, or were
guitded by fantastic views of the plastic forces of a sportive
nature.”

These, with many other facts, were set forth— not,
be it remembered, by any Christian organisation, but
by members of a scientific Association, who, ignoring
all theological considerations, show to the world that

“ not only has natural knowledge been increased) #®
men have run to and fro, spreading the truth »s”
This is full of interest to those who take a.Seijjt®
view of the progress and possible future of civilisel ,
among mankind. It shows the strength of "j~
resulting from the adoption of a scientific nieth® £
inquiry, in contrast with one resting upon what ~
Michael terms *“ the shifting sands of opinions ©
fancies of the day.” It is certainly remarkable [
mo”t of the discoveries in science have borne ft'1l
between the years 1799 and 1899. Before the
named date there was no lack of Christian prO%
but the mighty forces which are now utilised
lay hidden in Nature, which he was either, Praci/ile
unacquainted with or—had no desire to VAR te
What did Christianity do for the material benefit n
people during these many unproductive“3@esr -1
a scientific standpoint, really nothing.
agencies abounded ; they were the giants wh'c®
feared, and which the priests declared to be saert ~
deserving of absolute belief and reverence. _
who boast of the achievements of Christiana)”™
proof, if they can, of what it has done for the p ~{J;
of science. We urge, and are prepared to demO
the fact, that the alleged followers of Christ ~ yA.
the most persistent opponents of all scientin ~ @
The British Association, in its nearly seventy) at
existence (it originated in 1831), has proved 1
true savior of man. In that brief period it haS p f
and that successfully, to accomplish for hunia
ness what Christianity has not even attempt~u<v
eighteen hundred years. On the contrary, d
its po%ver to crush the efforts of those Pa ™~ 0O
scientific progress to whom we are indent s
knowledge we possess of those natural
obedience to which health and national P
depend. .. <fo.
One of the most useful points in Sir Mic“a
address is that wherein he shows that the .IS=t
of science are not confined to any_ one (jueO’ct
existence ; but, if properly applied, its ia4d
good can be felt in every department of 1/~ pc/.
has its moral as well as its physical force. tp r
is as beneficial in regulating personal con  epi

serviceable in aiding the solutions ot the » N
blems that confront us. Sir Michael obset g f
“ If there be any truth in what | have tra

the pursuit of scientific inquiry is ‘V/le &'
special potency, giving strength fo the lee * i€is1v"
in the path those whe are inclined to strO {5/ 'j..cT
that the material gains; of science, P1; -jence 1
do not make up all the good which * 7 ps, ml
may bring, to man. We especiallyt PL (tbf*
later days, through the rapid develop»l .j ga' ,
sciences, are too apt to dwell on the nia jericc i HV
Man does not live by bread alone, a»d s n,ake*'til
more than bread, it is a great thing NPt
of grass grow where before one alone b t03J}| ,
less great a thing to help a man _to co ~ 1°atw
elusion on the questions with which »  doiwLg Jj
may claim for science that, while she 1
she may be so used as to do the other * nay "
that science is organised commonse s Ot 1j Wp
meaning that the common pr°” Iff) be s® «fi' b
common people have to solve, ate ne '
same methods by which the man t»a Mpl
special problems. It follows tna #fas P

does so much for him may be look<

do much for them.” niaii

With this we entirely agree, for jn '
the scientific method in his private 1~0(e |l b L'
and in his general studies, is ‘I \u&c'™
successful than if he acted wvithoi
and careful discrimination. nis» £ as 1i

Xhe Cwure oX ssipnew is as PrO H
in the present century has beenre 1 e it

pedpemng, dgiog from, the past, jfig- f.
indifference manifested toWé)FQE %%%Htresﬂj%} ttf,/’..
section of the community &t thal tj,9t
inclined to despair, and 18 im IGu eu
science will not be the proud

US believe. The President ot Do
evidently has no such gloomy fore., ren;liat'ff’'e
to the coming status of science, ot f

which she has done is but the ear” cOi

shall do, such men may Pluck W arrflept’
strength by laying hold of her S
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s&ersm, at least, need not share their views or their
. Our festonrenset,omawoows the shifting sands of
Plaions and of the fancies of the day, but on a solid
oundation Of verified truth, which, by the labors of each
u/~ding age, is made broader and more firm. 9
the past is a thing to look back upon, not with
\t/nyet, uot as something which has been lost never to
‘gained, but with content, as something whose

100 's us still, helping us on our further way.
félir Us,rebiivl> the past poinilksi Hbt te> itsely buk ty the
™ 6’A e Golden Age is in front of us, not behind us ;
aesJ|yce we do know is a lamp whose brightest beams

AUNh"th Int® tIIC unknown before us, showing us how
it and lighting up the way to

gt J0nx»ly advise our readers to carefully study the
adr=°1tke *ate proceedings of the British Association,
A~t'cularly the addresses of the President and Sir
S=H a]d Geikie, which appeared in the Times, the
i8 and the Daily Naas of September 14 and
Vifyj . WU be interesting to read what orthodox
Nich || ave-to say in reply to the facts there given,
d¥n Ca a severe blow to their faith. Science was
Vi, L. *° the true providence of man, and that
resk ke ages of faith it was entirely ignored. The
ead me requirement insisted upon was the brother-
I K ,science and the elevation of knowledge. Sir
@fe”aia Geikie thoroughly destroyed the value of the
I° the @ Uni op the creation by stating that, according
H i. eachings of science, one hundred millions of
lithe M epgiuiieed for the history which is registered
Th Stratified crust of the earth.
Vi WG see>as time rolls on, that knowledge is
Vodl’ﬁigd that the discovered facts of the present
% aﬁdt superstition of the past. We hope that
:55 fgrgavomen will resolve, and put their resolutions
Vt, ' to inquire and investigate in a scientific
Tyn 0 form an unbiassed judgment, and to act
tletry’ Verfied truth, is the province of reason, and
ble Method for all who desire to obtain the highest
satisfaction obtainable bv rational beings.
Charles W atts.

The Church Congress.
Tog
MRl sely important annual event in .connection
Ffemsﬁlf ?H(g\c:]l is/\gz 1|;?W e;t-at)]lishh_ed is _clos_t:lllipon
"<<'t|tfiJvfssste%t ily O In LAt Els 01 P RO A
Vsn binary announcements, relegate y

th p_Pers tr. .1— columns of minor intelligence, there

SV, %en': indications that London is deeply or
) — ureymsanQtnen2n'S
\iVrpUlts atter>tion, and afforded som ~ 0Of a
N fi* to discourse upon in defence of the

g
art

At  Morai Governor of the universe. of State

,Srch reSard to the approaching Qreat City

~bel ePresentatives the attitude of t w hether

)V et s° far one of supreme indiffen- tNe

Non°PW,sV ‘U wake UP t0 thc. ‘nlL n. Elaborate
a Titt|le Iatezbon remaH'ns to be F attendance

Scents have been made for a large

t;p FRWin g - mauc IC

and we have been informed from

bpfed7 admi; T € RBWS “ pars Of the thousands of
ana £5,0n »0 the Rlbert Hall that have been

GirTre uUre that*3** * W hatever the number, we may
\i. s h "either the Archbishop of Canterbury
W h " “w of Gond a whole army

V DaedMbiitadigsy Will B able to draw such a
Ustr.__hted audience as that which has in the

Md W igehed Jn rapture to Patti.  Nor is the attend-

« , drawn at Olympia

‘ch Qbfie gn, A  arnuni Bl Bailey's Shovy or may
i.CtVy « ~mantled by a Championship Football

th/r,11 1S Ba-. . ] )
L * Be'smnlng- to be felt in Church circles
e>tféri1\{li/iofggs S likely to be "lost in London.”
< ! .years, it has met in a provincial city,

In Rt

N < 'Q‘G B'nity of a notable event ; in London,
‘Ao ae crO\°jS ‘nterests, it will sink to a mere
'owin,,""\ °f white-chokered visitors, who,

°‘ wives, sisters, cousins, and aunts,
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set a country centre agog, will be swallowed in the
great maw of the metropolis. The attendants at the
forthcoming Congress may certainly come and go with
the assurance, if it is any comfort to them, that multi-
tudes of London people will not have been aware, nor
have cared to be informed, that any such Congress has
been held in their midst.

And why should there be any exceptional interest
manifested in reference to such a gathering ? It will be
organised and held by a Church which calls itself the
“ Church of England,” but has no real and defensible
claim to the title, whatever the law, in its absurdity,
may allow. Obviously the Church of England is a
wider association than is represented by the sections
denominated High, Low, and Broad. The arrogant
assumption that these, and these alone, constitute the
Church of England is an insult ® the Nonconformist
bodies, who ought long ago to have resented it by dis-
establishment and disendowment. Why they are so
impotent and inert is one of the mysteries of the century.
The feeble attempts at rectification hitherto made in
England and Wales are contemptible in the extreme,
especially when there is taken into view the large and
ever-increasing force of Rationalist opinion, which is
ready to support any well-devised and well-timed
attack.

For the present, we must put up with the so-called
“ Church of England,” which is only a Church in
England, and London will have to endure or to ignore all
the parsonic verbosity and ineffable humbug of the
Church Congress meetings. The programme has been
issued, and a glance is sufficient to show that, in the
main, it has been framed on the old familiar lines. There
will be the usual papers read and speeches made on well-
worn subjects, introduced under slightly altered and
modernised titles. There will be the usual attempts to
deal with forms of scepticism by speakers who may be
expected to display the usual want of acquaintance with
their subject, and to indulge in the wusual valorous,
though vain, fighting of the air. There will be a few
social topics introduced, but probably, as on previous
occasions, simply as pegs for doctrinal discourses. There
will be the usual opportunity presented or created for a
battle royal between the Ritualist and Protestant factions,
when all other sections of the Congress will be imme-
diately deserted for the sweet relish of internecine war.
And there will be open meetings, at which the humbler
classes will be plainly told of their manifold sins, and
warned of the consequences of irregular attendance at
church, and of a want of proper respect towards their
betters. All this we may safely predict from the sub-
jects set down, the names of the speakers, and the
invariable experience of former Congresses.

One new feature, or rather a development of a pre-
viously exhibited tendency, is an endeavor to conciliate
and muzzle Nonconformists. VVe do sincerely hope
that this effort will prove a conspicuous failure. We
desire it for the sake of Dissenters themselves, who
ought to be keen-sighted enough to perceive the
object, and spirited enough to decline the invitation
to surrender even a particle of their independence.
The Dean of Canterbury is announced to introduce at
one of the sectional meetings the subject of “ The
Possibilities of a Better Understanding between the
Church and Nonconformity in the Future.” What
are the possibilities thus delicately indicated? There
is the possibility on the side of Dissent that, for the
sake of the common Christianity, it may give up some
part of that to which it owes its existence and present
vitality ; that it may soften its antagonism to State eccle-
siasticism, and look with more lenient eyes on sacerdotal
usurpation and injustice. There is, however, not the
least possibility that the Church will make any sacrifice
in return beyond a mere formal extension of the hand of
fellowship—a condescension there is every reason to
regard with suspicion. If the Dean of Canterbury were
to”express a willingness on the part of the Church to
abandon its present false and indefensible position, to
place itself by disestablishment and disendowment on
a platform of equality with Nonconformity, there might
be grounds for believing in his sincerity. But, of course,
that is far from any intention he is likely to entertain.
The move towards Nonconformity is to strengthen that
position by hoodwinking and disarming the enemy.
Some Nonconformists, it is regrettable to observe, have
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been so far cajoled that they propose to hold, outside
the Congress meetings proper, a series of united meet-
ings of Churchmen and Nonconformists. At one of
these the Bishop of Hereford is announced to preside,
and the subject to be discussed is “ The Divisions of
English Christianity.”

That is avery interesting topic, and, if fully dealt with,
might absorb a whole week. One point that specially
requires consideration is how, in the face of these
divisions, can it be pretended that Christianity is of
divine origin ? What can be thought of a deity who
should throw such an apple of discord amongst his
creatures, and, in pretending to reveal his will, do so
in such a way that a thousand and one sects spring up,
all interpreting it differently, and with nopossibility of ever
arriving at an agreement ? If the Bishop of Hereford
and the other speaker*! at the united meetings will address
themselves to that point, they will be employing their
time on a more important subject than many that are
set down in the Congress programme. And they may
be recommended beforehand not to found an explana-
tion on analogous results in the case of human systems
and theories, but to remember that the origin of Chris-
tianity is alleged to be divine. Francis Neale.

Christianity’s Future.

In relation to unbelief, the Christian world alternates
between two mutually destructive positions. One
moment the cry is that scepticism is so strong that
it will require ail the energies of the faithful to protect
the Church ; the next that unbelief is so generally dis-
credited that it may be fitly passed over in contemptuous
silence. When the appeal for funds is being made, the
magnitude of the forces that have to be metis the theme
dwelt on ; when once the funds are forthcoming, and
the Christian paladin meets the champions of unbelief,
there is an equally emphatic assertion that Freethought
is but a bubble needing only a pin’s prick to dissipate it
into thin air.

An illustration of the first attitude is to be found in
an .article in the current number of the Nineteenth
Century, by the Rev. Dr. Percival, presbyter of the
diocese of Pennsylvania, U.S.A., on “ The Future of
the Christian Religion.” Christian as he is, Dr.
Percival can find little comfort in the present position
of religious affairs. Like the famous essay on snakes
in Ireland, his practical answer to the question of the
future of Christianity is of a strongly negative character ;
and, after taking “ a careful view of the state of Chris-
tianity, three things seem to be absolutely certain
i. That among civilised nations the form of Chris-
tianity nourished by Rome, which is ordinarily called
‘Popery,” is making no headway. 2. That the dis-
tinctive doctrines of every Protestant reformer are being
more and more universally rejected. 3. That there is
in all Protestant Christendom (the Anglican Church
being, perhaps improperly, included in that category)
a distinct movement towards Catholicism, and a most
evident desire for ceremonialism.”

The first proposition does not seem to me to be
nearly so certain as Dr. Percival assumes. Of course,
in relation to Freethought, Roman Catholicism does
not, and cannot, make headway. If Rome does not
secure a man before he becomes a Freethinker, there
is small chance of her doing so afterwards. But, in
relation to the remainder of the Christian world, Rome
does appear to be making some headway. Figures are
difficult to get upon the subject, and Church attendances
supply only a rough method of calculation ; but, in
default of a better, one may fall back upon this as
supplying some sort of a guide.

Some time ago the Newcastle Daily Chronicle com-
piled a return of the people in church in Newcastle and
Gateshead on particular Sundays in 1851, 1881, and
1896. The figures were highly instructive. In the
first place, it was found that the church attendance in
.Newcastle, which had formed twenty-one per cent, of the
population in 1851, had in 1896 dropped to thirteen per
cent., while in Gateshead the percentage had fallen
from thirteen to seven. All the dissenting Churches
showed a marked decrease in attendance, but the main
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interest lay in the following figures. In 1881 the
for Gateshead and Newcastle were : Protestant bodu-
18,434; Catholics, 3,845. In 1896 the figures "'erg
Protestants, 18,134; Catholics, 9,400. So that, w
the Catholics showed an increase of 5,555» tf*e. raQ
testants showed a decrease in the same period
to say nothing of the increase of population during
fifteen years, which would make the relative decre
much heavier. ’ _ &
I do not pretend that figures compiled in this
can lay claim to mathematical accuracy ; but, ta
them in conjunction with numerous other circumstan
there seems only one conclusion to be drawn from t
and that is the absolute powerlessness of Protestan
to check the advance of the Roman Church. . pr,
But I am not so much concerned with disproym”/j
Percival’s first proposition as I am with emphasising™
consideration, that as there is a universal lament
the Churches as to the large number of “ backsh ¢
and as not even the Roman Catholic Church is ke V {
pace with the growth of population, there must
after year, large accessions to the ranks of unbelie ~ f
this, while impressing upon us the need f°r jg»
organisation on our part, is quite sufficient toA.;e\Q/
the.writer’s pessimistic tone. From our point0 u
it is cheerful to read that in France, B@l@'iﬂﬁ’? tree
and Spain “ the vast number of men in each o0 ~ju
countries who arc not only not practising catho ~ 5
who are entirely hostile to Christianity in any " tbs

positively appalling.” One can only hope erge®
“ positively appalling” situation is not exai’ (#
and that the recent exposure of Church tafdllE

France may bring more people to the same
mind. .k
Nor does the rev. gentleman find the out™
hopeful in Protestant countries. *“ Where, “dliabtif
dolefully, afé thase wba believe, as Luther ta—calif
that doctrine of imputed righteousness whit « gin
‘justification by faith alone’? The doctrine >
What person, calling himself a follower
would dream of advising a penitent to sin a
in the name of Christ, because ‘where':
there did grace much more abound’? Wﬁfgﬂ etj,
believes the doctrines of Calvin on repro — sQllaf,r
All that remains of Puritanism is a ‘ pale €Nt"®jJ*5
swiftly-dying Sabbatarianism’....... Who to- ay »
by the Westminster Confession, or by the
Confession, or by the Book of Concord « onSjdefs
handful among old-fashioned Tractanans
self bound’to accept the Thirty-nine Artie say,
ehuiich of Engliamdi2......H is not teo muc. NGl
that Protestantism, as a system of P°jy® ir*dgyjie
dying out, and that its professors are 10 “sadre

, mhas

c.fi

able to continue in its ministry only throug ke cgit
of casuistry, which in any other matter ' pyal
sidered by themselves, as it is in their ¢lish

N

everyone except themselves, dishonest

0
ab\I/?/ith the last clause large numBer§ of PeOplIJ/;;yt%(
are not clergymen, will agree. One can ™ a0

men who set themselves up as the natn. M «es
and, at the same time, lend their best..e jOus
checking the process of inquiry in re jjsiionef
frame apology after apology to tbc. . <S an liapi|5
placing upon a number of ancient wrl j~est 1 pf Ij,
tation clearly at variance with their P plct~"™o”"}
Nor can one regard with equanimity 1 »jld®0 t1?/
clergy of Great Britain impressing UPOl'  re\ig*

the medium of public schools, views afl(j pc

large number of them in both pulpl” PaCxy
denounce as unsound, and even immo pr~ of

But the evil is really much deeper

imagines. Not only is there_a Sr? * s o( CLas
satisfaction with the organised J veryl jsoet

tEAT

but there is a growing dislike to ~ ther®[eg (.
which Christianity is based. A®“cl | that wu itk
wisdom in the old Rabbinical I°rnl. jawl'y >
break down the fence s@rounding of/VvV Vv
long attack the law i xeify

tion docs not commence from the t >/

within ; and it is a fair assumpfmf Chr,stv
is losing respect far the- forms™ (l,g jdeaS
because it perceives the falsity o

such forms arc based.
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le honest form of Christianity must embrace, at may be, the different sides respect each other’s right of public
st ~°Ur PO'n’s< First. a belief in the sacred and @assembly. Political partisans demonstrate round their own
' platform, not round the platform of their opponents. And

aie  Llod: third, the divinity and atonement of Jesus: this is as it should be. For the life of us, we never could

o . . understand why a sane man should go and howl at an
Ad1°Urt?’ a future state of rewards and punishments, —qhosition meeting, instead of going to cheer at a meeting of
it 10w does the world— even the religious portion of hjs own party.

Ire t0'day 'n Nation to these beliefs ? So far as

7the 1 *Sconcerned>'ls character as an authority on  “ Three Cheers for God,” cried a hostile auditor when Mr.
\O r history, science, or ethics is almost entirely gone. Hyndman rose to speak. We presume he was not cheering

(Rere “reams nowadays of quoting it as an authority the speaker, but the Deity. It must be very gratifying to the
[w any subject under the sun—no one, that is, who FHgRL IS, 0 i donce. Speaker cal for - Three Cheers
9; A reptljtatlcénl forhelgrrert sanltyéhor scholars_hlp.h_ Ir;[ for Jesus Christ,” though the invitation fell fiat; but “ Three
paon almost faughable 1o see the manner In WNICN  cheers for God” takes the cake. There is a certain genius,
(refment clerics like"Farrar, or Driver, or Davidson, or so to speak, in religious imbecility; or, perhaps, we should
e’ tear to pieces the book upon which they profess say that there is a certain distinction in being the greatest
Publicand wh® even then are only giving the British fool in the company.
at,. eachings that in Germany are a quarter of a

AN~ “ Cag_ntain Dreyfus,” says M. Huret of the Figaro, “ told us
N c*r8y are almost equally chary of dwelling ~ Of hisfive years’ Calvary in striking words ; it was so frightful
‘Aariiaf0 dIv'j ty of Jesus. It is not Jesus the God that 1 shall not attempt to repeat what he said.” The story
hties e that is oreached from the maiority of pulpits of that unhappy man’s sufferings appears to have been told but

) p > majority of pulplts,  partjally.  The rest of it is even too much for the nerves of a
HrdelUs tlle social reformer—a kind of glorified Keir professional journalist. Well, if what is held back is worse
hes , Orn °ut of due time. Comparative mythology than what has been disclosed, language would have to invent
déhilice 7ar towards knocking the bottom out of a new word for its infamy. And onljlto think that this poor,
Hooj -as as v'rSfin births, crucified saviors, or atoning helpless (and, as we all know now, innocent) prisoner was
SO a5 the process of social development i (OrIed day after cay, month afer month, and year sfter
v rmob.ell from the minds of civilised p_eople, and men who take the name of God, and the name of Christ,
reaen m°v'ngf the only reason for the existence of freely upon their lips, and spit scorn at Jews and heretics 1

u, “bole set of ideas upon which Christianity is La Croix (The Cross) is a French Roman Catholic organ
*n Clod is th? only one that still has any swned by the Fathers of the Assumption. All through the
/sible?. *or the modern mind.  And even here there is |ater stages of the Dreyfus affair it pursued that victim of
Rio Wakening. The study of the psychology and jnjustice with terrible and reckless malignity, sticking at
“ the be'rO4savafie life gives us the clue to the origin nothing in the way of falsehood and abuse. Since the libera-
K~Us d jre ~od>as >t boeb tb) thE origin of WiHigr tion of Dreyfus it has actually come out with another bounc-
i'1 aR] +°Ctrnes- In the dream-world of primitive N9 lie that caps all its predecessors. It declares that the

agenai Mi®state of original ignorance that gave to friends of Dreyfus are afraid to take any further action
3 m th ; lif d intelli because they are threatened with the production of a photo-
6 gro»- T tbe universe life and intelligence, we can 4350 of the original bordereau, upon which was an annota-
refe)sai? UP the fear-fashioned gods that have tjonin EmperorWilliam’sown handwriting, signed“ Wilhelm,”
(*Ojer °t >eavily upon the human race. The world and mentioning “cette canaille de Dreyfus.” The secret
41' Inst aa,ds."n worshipping awe before the idea of dossier is known to contain a number of forgeries pretending
5 j¥s it Cad>>t eRawiniés it, discovers its historyj O be letters between Dreyfus and the Emperor. That they

“X°Priat” c2nst>tution, and in the end places it in its are forgeries goes without saying, and all respectable French-
a;. ,a%eitgllfzf*n that temple of psychdlogical fossils Men arc ashamed of them. But the Croix is ashamed of

fLﬂlE kN sEianeE of coMpaTat ythology. Rg(t)k&lggd; ;?Stert]ad it hardly knows the difference between false-

a™nce | ' Christianity may still carry Ol a parasitic

0 lhat rp™ a%ter its intellectual life has departed. A The London correspondent of La Croix has been trying to
icHich [Iresents in itself a powerful vested interest, make out that it is a perfectly reputable journal, character-

do & stands as the bulwark of other vested ised by the best of good manners, and quite incapable of
*t>, Wgjiitu not usually die in a hurry. Position, stooping to meanness and falsehood. By way of reply to

- : him, a correspondent of the Times quotes a passage from a
Vi S porf ! are Powerful arguments to many minds, | o400 letter which appeared in Lm ' Croix on September 8
knocks in vain for admittance.

Referring to the “ Dreyfus syndicate ” bogie, this letter said :
V  ebc nroSI°Wly’ but st‘ll thcy d'e’ and >n tlie *“ Itis not the English press, at any rate, that has the right to
S r trUgM C6Sses a* work to-day one discerns the deny its existence, for the greater part of its organs were
V nee by ?L of a creed that seeks to perpetuate its bought by the syndicate before those of the continent.” Such
cterised . le same species of dishonesty that has is the malicious nonsense with which French Catholics are
1s whole career. C. Cohen. stuffed ! No explanation is offered as to how the friends of
Dreyfus obtained the colossal fund to purchase nearly all the
journals in the civilised world.

Who arc the gentlemen that advertise themselves as a

"t Acid Drops_ Committee to arrange for a dinner at the Hotel Cecil in
R honor of the liberation of Captain Dreyfus? One reads
iI;SiyH iSm. - - their announcements, but does not see their names. One
' Mltiniave cui”. "h'afalgar-square last Sunday would wonders, therefore, whether they are irresponsible busy-bodies

V IMrillllWn« Inlted in murder had it not been for the or really representative persons. The function itself seems

‘i.~th ' tot i:/°# hundreds of policemen. The speakei  to us rather odd. There might as well have been a public
$>ViséPen rir;lly Wyith apples, pears, AHH torveto¥s] but dinner to celebrate the Resurrection.

To5 v GRo,itiL, = 'Ut-huives. This is an ugly new feature

iH'H e etted foleet!"ffs- AVe have .had fists before, but . .

X'V %I°ng Ohave knives. One of these missiles was ~ Dr Grieg, the famous Norwegian composer, would have

1IVNNni Oinwhizzed past the head of one of the »ON€ to Paris to superintend the production of some of his

Vijlst ,' Let, f "carer, it might have caused a very Music but the Dreyfus affair has so alienated him from France

1 ,r. jyste \wpU 10pe that, as this is the first, so it will that lie will not go. Writing to M. Colonne, who invited him

iVAht n~iman a1 have of such detestable scoundrel- {0 come to Paris during the winter, he says : “ While thank-

“Vroniv and fhe rest of the speakers may have iNg you a thousand times for your offer, I feel obliged, to my

* pp 1’ eidler way, it has nothing to do with great regret, to tell you that 1 cannot possibly just now set

: Shittlwna acting,r.f It is sad to see men waving the foot in France on account of the Dreyfus affair. Like all

"il, are Uni® ‘he wild beasts, and fancying all the foreigners, 1 am too shocked to see how in your country

0  Vn cUiUsfoltl,ng the honor of England. On the iustice is trodden down to feel willing to appear before a

T certairay ~*at it was an extremely ill-advised French public.” This feeling on Dr. Grieg’s part is q_u_ite
P\vbced’ng evcning paper on one of the platforms. hatural, but we hope he will think better of his resolution.
Ak «‘ion tn?IS ,an °bvious piovocation, and a very There are a great many worthy people still left in France,
\H ,. " len feeling was running so high. ind even in Paris; and they ought not to be boycotted
H because France also (like dtlier countries) contains a lot of
wewd, 0
scoundrels. -

W to\vale°'iCr,Panic's meetings is a form of sport

lhe Am?Wur in America, and the fact is very  pr Mathejon is engaged on a new book entitled Portraits
wircans. However fierce party passion
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of Christ. Dr. Matheson is blind. But that doesn’t matter.
A blind man can write fiction as well as a man with two good
eyes.

The Catholic Church boasts of many historic saints, a lot
of whom never lived at all except in the world of imagination.
Most of them were dirty and verminous degenerates ; and a
few were decent persons who fell into bad company. All of
them were more or less miraculous, but perhaps the most
miraculous was St. John Joseph of the Cross, who was
canonised on May 26, 1839. According to an account of
this saint, and others' canonised at the same time, written
by Cardinal Wiseman, and published in 1846, holy John
Joseph was a remarkably abstinent gentleman. “ For the
last thirty years of his life,” we are told, “ he entirely over-
came the most insatiable of wants, thirst, absolutely abstain-
ing not merely from wine and water, but from every liquid
whatsoever.” What a magnificent lie! St. John Joseph
beats Jesus Christ hollow. Forty days’ fasting from solid

food has been excelled in our own time by Succi. It is
nothing to going without liquids for thirty years. The
wonder is that the old fellow ever died at all.

Let us offer our heartfelt sympathy to Mrs. Humphry

Ward. Her well-meant endeavor to unite the Churches on
a Unitarian basis has met with general disapproval. A theo-
logical raiment of fig-liaf dimensions was bound to prove
unsatisfactory to the religious Mrs. Grundy. The clothing is
too diaphanous. The Family Churchman is shocked. It
scouts the proposal as preposterous. And the general con-
clusion seems to be that the Churches prefer to stick to their
old clo’, rotten and ragged as they may be.

Canon Fleming wants ,£50,000 for the York Cathedral
Fabric Fund. There has already been collected .£13,000.
“ It seems a large sum to ask,” observes a religious journal,
reflectively, “ but then who would like to see these dear old
buildings fall into ruin ?” Certainly not Freethinkers. By
all means, let them stand. It is not the edifices, but the
teachings therein, that we hope in time to demolish. Many
cathedrals have in themselves an interest and beauty which
are sadly lacking in the uses to which the structures are at
present devoted.

Now we know why there has been a certain feeling of
“goneness,” a sort of sinking in the metropolitan stomach.
Dr. Parker has been away for two months. Happily he has
now returned, and we shall be no longer without spiritual
vitality and excitation. He has been discoursing on “man’s
insignificance,” which is very modest of him, when he must
have known how much he has been missed. “ Man,” he
says, “ talks loftily of the inferior animals, but he cannot soar
like the eagle.” True ; but he can get up a great deal
higher in a balloon, and some day, if he attends the City
Temple regularly, and does everything Dr. Parker tells him,
he may even rise up into heaven.

The great autumnal gathering of the Pentecostal League
has been arranged for November 10. It has been fixed for
that day, says Reader Harris, to accommodate people who
come up by trips for the Lord Mayor’'s Show. Folks who
can survive the one event can surely stand the other. If
Reader Harris were halfa showman, lie would try and work
the Pentecostal League into the procession, say in the shape
of a symbolic car of “ The Tongues of Fire.”

The Society of Friends, who recently held a meeting in
Birmingham, have come under the censure of a writer in the
Christian. He complains that there was a disposition on the
part of some of the leading speakers to reject or explain away
certain Biblical statements. One of the speakers suggested
that the command to baptise in Matthew xxviii. 19 was
“ probably not genuine.” Another speaker suggested that
1 Corinthians xi. 23-24 was a mistake, being probably only
a “ fancy derived from a dream.”

Further, we learn that the learned Professor Rendei Harris
said there were two opposite sets of people, one of which held
that there were only four gospels of the Bible, and the other
that the four were only a survival of an almost infinite number
which had been written. The reasonable critic would, he
thought, be found *“between these two extremes.” The
correspondent of the Christian may well feel disturbed. To
reject portions of the received gospels must be bad enough
in the orthodox view, but to bring in one or more of the
apocryphal gospels must be terrible indeed.

Tickets for paradise, says the Commercial Intelligence, have
been recently sold by a swindle» to rural Cossacks, who are
very religious and very simple. Several of these tickets which
were marked “ first row ” sold at twenty-five roubles, back
seats fetching considerably less. There is nothing so very
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extraordinary in this, after all. The whole Christian Chut <
especially the Romish section, is engaged in much the s®,
kind of trade or imposition, though not quite in so bare»

a fashion.

Lord George Hamilton, replying to a complaint thatinst®
cient facilities for worship are provided for PresbyF
soldiers in India, says that Episcopalians constitute
sixty-eight per cent, of the British soldiers stationed in £
whi s e Presbyterlans only amount to eight percent. y.
however is hardly a fair statement. There may. bel £e
eight percent, of nominal Episcopalians, but, as Lord
very well knows, every soldier who has no special leania’
any particular Church—and these constitute a large
tion of the recruits—is at once put down as of the Chu .’
England. In this way the Established Church may 1l
show of military adherents, but it is only an empty disP

People who are influenced by the example of r03a fit
be interested in learning from the Whitehall Review *
lawn tennis court at Balmoral is generally used on ¢jip
mornings (after church_by members of the house Par(i Jit)
ing with the Queen. The Queen feels that her g 54
is performed if they attend Divine service on Sunday
draws the line at cards, though the Duchess of ~°ronitd,
fond of a game of cribbage on Sundays as well as ,0ftf

days. Music is not forbidden on the Sabbath in ? \%
Queen’s palaces. It is in the people’s palaces that »
put down.

The watchful care of the Lord over earthly affair™ fb
own tabernacles, has found another exemplihcati b
Church of San Francisco at Lima, which ,was
Pizarro in 1536, has been completely destroyed by 1

asf
Providence ” in Russian Poland, A lamp uPs§ ‘ do]
gogue caused a panic, and thirty-two women
were crushed to death. -
heda

More Roowidence.* i Alfudtricanecmept Berm ugaxyor;
being estimated at £500,000. Disastrous floodsn Q,,
in Germany and Austria. A bridge and ten Ppully
carried away, Meanwhile sparrows arc being care
in their fall.

The troubles of plague and famine in Indls.”
factorily accounted for. A correspondent oi tn Of
they are due to Ritualisml! Under the head: n’>> ver N

isift in mdlmy he wtites - M is within
Govern India bv a m)ere stroke ofE SP U.
land e plague fRituatismt, Vet ft CUrS NV ¢

So God sends the pestllence and famine to troy eOple A
the judgments of God are in the land, then " or;ty 'fl,efe
to seek for causes. Will not someone in an Qod

to put an end to the present state of things

more judgment ?”

The Church Gazette quotes this piece of P%Ljstbe st
and_observes. .. "“We _entirely object, as weJETL: Qg
would, to this practice of attributing “etl”v;th tiefly
speual causes, involving an interference 'the .«IreC
nature, and amountlng to nothing short ot

tlle

“We are shocked beyond expression, sa3 s t® if\W\j

Times, “at this fearful revelation.” ~ ' ne £

disclosure ? Nothing more than that som J' juf,

self “ Evangelist” has written to the sOns

plaining that certain of the prescribed Reijlj@r f;}%uali
VWJ from the Old Testament aré spr

edifying, inspiring, nor any aid wbatev

ship. . mK

Says the Methodist Times : “ The aenirjji F\m
agitator in Hyde Park never said any» qO0&” ffi
or more blasphemous about the VV°r* f.or” has efy
be the case, the “ reckless Atheist agita >and c

answer for. He and this “ Evangeh ublicj3 <"

minded person must agree that t° *QLtof

portions of the Old Testament is htt e

which nong but filthy sky-pilets WOU i 5

Tei\(lqt,,v%'y

In a recently published work, ™\jpétts_ of 3

undertaken to describe the le{ Ll ritsk

Christ::---But, says the Literary wijiat m{rldg * 4

satisfying, and consistent account ot w w',,0e& -vu'

that most mournful night

Why? Let the Literary World f* £

materials do not exist, and, t;1%j. us-. upO

Innés nod anyone else "could glvl’\event

state of things in regard to the g sabc[i tc. B

salvation of the whole of mankin™ - a . t-

we place on record full inforinatio Oof WV

who are condemned, even to the
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Patters™' S05?6' 3 are a I°n&way behind modern news-

thf~Ahyi 'mP°"tunate for the joys of heaven, the sexton of
WselV- c'lurcb of Eastington, East Durham, has hanged
Bist . M the church steeple. Two youthful choristers of a

d g ..,urch will for five years sing to the praise and glory
fim (eLn a reformatory. Their fall from grace took the
~burglary. It is still open to them to make one other

They may try to “crack” the mansions in the

Trere@0r's °”ty son committed suicide near Basingstoke,
inMtst  ant™IS w'* reccntly lost their only daughter. At
'ithei?0.a man ou ked 'n offered prayer
,ir@ﬁcmo_. of his WIIfe, sang two hymns, andftt?]en ‘Lﬁ)mged
& the window, death being instantaneous.

“H .
dletted'0?.*-° meet y°u in heaven,” said George Watkins in
"rwinr 1-s emP,Oyer, shortly before committing suicide by
Rilty  h'mself under a train on the London District
Acting Presume his employer is in no hurry for the

i“Ue R'ufOv”~ence-” Mary Ann Davis, of 9 Gascony-
jilburn, was found déad at her bedside. She was in

Tess. and kneeling in the act of prayer.

They,
®the Anglican Daily Times tells the following story
~N%gr at nscruPl®s °f Lord Aberdeen. One day, whilst a
ers Private school in Surrey, he came to one of the
4 otho uas'ied whether it was really right for him to do
thtru. °y?.did, and oil his cricket bat on Sunday. “ I
Qﬁ ? * SO. replied the master appealed to ; “ but have
g |5.astpod Mr your form master?” “Qh, I've
hs eve' £eP'"ed the young Gordon, with tears of anxiety
oser/ndi ‘and bp says i€ js all right if one does it ina

d liumble spirit,

TroRey ~
B?%ed ~ G- Roscdale, in a_recently-published sermon,
% HU, e fox)'v'ng eeweeiesd didthibe: “ The ewnjifid)
G0y Ped'cted that the religion of Christ would
ure sneered at the Cross, etc. The vulgar
of 5ur . . I's Age ofReason to demolish the strong-
hJ‘LShR),[I faith. Theodore Parker said he would go
Misere€V Ergland and tear up_Christianity by.the roots™
yearsar Gurne> Voltaire, Tom Paine, and Parker?
W faith Miready in their graves. And where is the

ley thought to strike down at a blow ?”

Hij, g »?adcd cleric has now been taken to task by
\ stately £ °ne>of Warrenpoint, Ireland, who, in a
%,Ne mE UWen. letter in the Church Gazette, deals with

Wildatjs  enminate classification and the absurd ques-
Hil,.°Plier In regard to Hume, he observes that that
that r' Rosedale reminds us, is dead ; “ but who

YHGldrep Sap,10¢ticism is dedid 2 Might not e anti-Chris-
d« Man. : Where die Reid and otneft* opjdonpnts of
di; ougK, \ years in their graves, but the simple nescience
£and J° ffife Gown is everywhere' Hieadifg-land

ng

\Jait"es the SEAHIS address to the Health Congress, inquired
N out of 0€e!vilchinckudeldee | Agypuianpriests declare
1"ere ' °f.tbe wonders shown to them a . jves
& @ T tbing new, but things that they themse

\\/ ISI 1 r pay, as he suggests, be lost secrets of
Lt ’\tlf% ' the . .orc speculating an the inferences to
trebmat the skIr,tual account it is necessary to be

ay, the ready admission
n, .'’/V/scs could do so much very largely dis-
‘els of the leader chosen of God for his

a5 .anOul5:e”eral Brault on Monday was made the
H|,Qis;  ehirdemenstration * in Rener™ of the ArYy.
k¢aie hiké "'as r, j'as. flled with military men, and the
JCdjfet i eral Ma« rI®ous. Short speeches were made
i1 dPan;, \V;Ir' \S"i0l the steps of the church. General
"N jrz%/s n‘aarm Inister>said : “ Gentlemen, Brault was
(ft ho. ‘by frj sJhe was often my fellow-worker ; he
yiiti~t u Gificed 1 *1God bas taken from us this good
i1fV 1SHc°nsOie  ’is country his ease, his health, his
\Po Aof t]'.Orhas r,°Ursc*ves with the reflection that the
“li% Il aXk Pious iv,Ycd bis reward in a better world.”
Savo U speech, the Paris correspondent

IF1sW ' Pleasg® "5 f Faglgs Dulacis not satisfied, he
anoth I>ubliC)| 1°ng as | remember, but two War

for*orlj U - red the name of God and avowed
O« One was M. de Freycinet.
Sfevyv

Rrpgatio?,leretm and Southgate, prints a letter
nal,st,” who has been for nearly twenty
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years identified with Sunday-school and Mission work.
This gentleman says: “ It 1s from inside the Christian
Church 1 am writing, and | feel ashamed as | look around
to see that the van of Progress is not being led by the followers
of Jesus, but by Agnostics and avowed unbelievers in Chris-
tianity.” Going into Finsbury Park, he says, he heard a
Christian Evidence lecturer engaged in denouncing two dead
men—Charles Bradlaugh and Colonel Ingersoll. “ Charles
Bradlaugh’s work on behalf of the toilers,” he remarks, “is
well known ; and Colonel Ingersoll was pleading for the
oppressed slaves of the Southern States when almost all of
the Churches were excusing with texts from the Bible the
morality of slavery.”

Mr. J. K. Sykes contributes to the Southend Echo a letter
against the ridiculous, and even disgusting, practice of hold-
ing what are called Pleasant Sunday Afternoons for “men
only.” He advises men who go to these pious entertainments
to take their wives, sisters, or daughters, and, if these ladies
are refused admittance, to turn away from the doors and take
them for a nice walk. Perhaps it would be just as well to
take them for a nice walk without troubling the “ men only”
entertainers at all.

The Peterhead Sentinel is remarkably liberal in theology
for such a far-northern journal. In an article on the Rev.
Mr. Webster’s pam||:)hlet on Ingersoll Impugned, it takes
exception to this gentleman’s remark that rational theologians
must give nocountenance to the “jester.” When the preacher
says that “ There is respect due to the most hideous idol ever
made by human hands,” our contemporary observes that
“This is simply the apology of one ‘ medicine-man’ for the
stock-in-trade of another.”

Sam Jones, the Yankee revivalist, writes an article in the
New YorkJournal on “ Immortality is a Fact.” Sam says so,
and that ought to settle it. This gentleman exclaims that he
does not believe that man came from monkeys and tadpoles—
as though Darwin taught so. Presumably the reverend Sam
believes that man came from mud, in the vicinity of the
Garden of Eden. Sam'’s conclusion is that he would * rather
go to hell than go nowhere and be nothing.” When he has
been in hell five minutes he may alter his mind.

“ Do parsons preach from notes, for notes, or would they
preach at all if they had no notes ?” This question is dealt
with by “ Uncle Sam ” in the Maldon Gazette. The article is
very outspoken for a bucolic journal. “ Nothing personal is
intended,” the writer says, but lie hits hard at the dear
clergy. o

The Birmingham School Board is getting too nice for any-
thing. Its powers of discrimination are realty marvellous.
It allows the Labor Church to sell literature at Board school
meetings, but will not allow the Social Democratic Federa-
tion to do so, although the literature in both cases is Socialistic.
This wonderful distinction is worthy of the Board that denies
the use of school-rooms to Secularists, after libelling them on
the authority of a cowardly anonymous letter-writer.

“ Christianised Freethought” is one of those things which,
as Lord Dundreary says, no fellow can understand. How-
ever, it was the subject of a sermon by the Rev. J. J. Fitch,
Bz(iftist, at Southport. In the course of his sermon, which
did not amount to much, the reverend gentleman deplored
the misspent life of Colonel Ingersoll, and remarked that he
went down to the grave “ unwept, unhonored, and unsung.”
Well now, that is rich, considering the Ingcrsoll memorial
meetings that have been held in Americaand the innumerable
tributes to Ingersoll that have been published in American
newspapers and magazines. Mr. Fitch’s idea of accuracy,
however, is perhaps what is to be expected in a man who has
been trained in the gospel school.

Priestcraft.

fore the great procession of Humanity go the priests,
lush !” they cry, “the hedges are full of devils. Softly,
ntly, beloved ! Do not rush into unspeakable danger.
; will bear the brunt of it, out of our fatherly affection for
1 See, we stand in front, on the perilous edge of battle,
j dare the demons who lie in wait to catch your immortal
ils. We beat the bushes, and dislodge them from their
ling-places ; strong not in our own strength, but in the
ice of God. Did you not sec them ? Did you not perceive
: flutter'of their black wings? Did you not smell their
phurous taint? Beloved, the road is now clear, the hedges
safe. Forward then ! But forget not our loyal sendees,
member, beloved, that the laborer is worthy of his hire, and
hell out "—G. IV. Foote, "Flowers of Frec/kought.”



632
Special.

The New Company.

T he Freethought Publishing Company, Limited, is now
fairly launched. Everything was ready for Registration
when | left London for the North, on September 9, and
on the following Tuesday the Registration was duly
effected at Somerset House by Mr. Thomas Harper,
of the firm of Messrs. Harper & Battcock, solicitors,
23 Rood-lane, Fenchurch-street, London, E.C. This
gentleman did legal work during many years for the
late Charles Bradlaugh ; he assisted me legally in
devising the Secular Society, Limited ; and | take this
opportunity of saying that if any reader of these lines
should at any time require legal assistance, and would
wish to place his business in the hands of a most com-
petent, painstaking, and honorable solicitor, he need
not search about for one, but just go straight to Mr.
Harper.

All the non-legal labor and trouble of this project
has, of course, devolved upon me, even down to the
smallest details. This has been very wearying on the
top of my heavy ordinary duties. However, | have got
through it— I always do get through somehow— and the
Prospectus of the new Company is now in the hands of
the Freethought public. A copy has been sent by post
to all those who promised support beforehand ; a copy
is also inserted in every number of this week’s issue of
the Freethinker. With the Prospectus is a form of
Application for Shares. This will have to be filled in
by all who are taking Shares, as the previous form
filled in with promises of support was a friendly, and not
a legal, document. | hope these forms of Application
for Shares will be filled in promptly and extensively, and
posted back to the Secretary, Miss E. M. Vance, at
the Company’s temporary office, 377 Strand, London,

W.C.

In addition to those who have already signified their
intention of taking so many shares, | know that there
are many well-wishers who were waiting until the pro-
ject became a palpable reality. Well, they need not
wait any longer. The projected Company is now a fact,
a legal fact, a commercial fact, as well as a fact of the
highest importance to the future of our movement.
Gradually, but surely, we shall pass, by means of such
agencies, from the old hand-to-mouth policy to a policy
of strong and stable organisation. And every Free-
thinker worthy of the name will contribute something
towards this happy progress. Some can do much,
others little; but if all do what they can this new
Company, at any rate, will soon be a glorious success.
Personally, I believe that the nominal capital of (£5,000,
with which we start, will have to be doubled before very
long ; because | believe that the Company’s business
may be greatly developed in the near future, with reason-
able profit to the shareholders, and immense benefit to
the propaganda of Freethought.

It was promised at the outset that not more than 10s.
on each ¢£1 share would be called up during the present
year, and this promise is redeemed in the Prospectus.
No one is bound to pay more than 2s. 6d. per share on
application, 5s. on allotment, and 2s. 6d. on December
31l. Itis to be hoped, however, that those who apply
for very few shares, or only one share, will pay in full
immediately. They can do so under the Articles. Some
larger shareholders, perhaps—as this is not merely a
commercial enterprise— will also feel disposed to pay in
full, thus covering their liability at once, and assisting
the Company to begin active operations without
delay.

On the point of liability, I may emphasise the fact
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that shareholders are responsible for nothing but t®
number of shares they subscribe. If a man (or woma™
takes (say) ten shares, he is liable for ¢(£10, and noting
more ; and when he has paid the ¢£io his liability ceaeS
under all circumstances.

For the information of the public | am addressing'
may state that the Company’s capital of (£5%00lI.
consist of Ordinary Share and Deferred Shares,
latter number 1,000, and | subscribe them all myse!
out of the purchase money. They bear no divm~#
until other Shares receive at least five per cent.; sO
I must make the Company’s business pay before t
Shares can yield me anything. The Ordinary
offered for general subscription number 4,000.
respect to these | have received promises from intefld
shareholders to the extent of 2,400. Of the total 53:3
Shares, therefore, only 1,600 are now awaiting,o_eek
scription.  All of them may be taken up within a ~
or two ; in any case, | venture to think they will a
taken up by Christmas.

I do not know that it is really incumbent upon i
say anything about the terms of purchase, but ~
offer a few observations. The purchase money, ~
to any slight modification that may be agreed to ff
changing possession, is fixed at ¢(£2,000. *°penen
of this amount is to be sunk in my 1,000 il
Shares, which will hardly be marketable, and wh'c
never cost the shareholders anything, since a il
Shares will receive a dividend before mine. The”™
positive purchase money is the other ¢(£i,°°0
ment of which is distributed over a considera 0™ &
of time, so that the Company’s capital wil%°r3fP
lightly drawn upon at the beginning, hot f b
(really) I transfer to the Company the copyl'» 1/ 3d
Freethinker and all my very large stock of b° jt

pamphlets.  Frankly, |1 would not think of

this price if | were not going to work with. ~ fiit
pany myself. It barely represents the eXIS

upon my publishing business, which must a

in transferring the assets. Indeed, | rnak N

sacrifice in the interest of the ~~~gps, N
the interest of the movement, and, Percapit*l 3
mately in my own interest too; f°r Ca(d 1\

wanted for the paper and the publishm»» n
seems the most business-like and satisw ™ relu™ .
obtaining it. Qtherwise | should naturally b®
to part with my absolute legal control over
Hunker. | sank many hundreds of pounds in/1t‘.
W Il : 1 have put the work of nineteen of thebe ~
of my fife j,to it; moreover, | put into it 4l .QGp>

year of my life, day and night, when | was nnP 0™
- *uan mere
9

SURRE ANhE881hin-Y.° i ~lere Is more than m»—
°n the shelf 'ng ° Unies °f the Freethinker st**
Mother feels fOrT 2dl°rial room. | feel for 1
through her sin™ dar,ing child who has only ,t
,5 a consolation ”~ °are acl constant self-~1 -gif
to watch over i Vever>fo reflect that | shalll 0
egal agreement Y °ffs?riaS- | am binding” P
Managing Hire ° CdIt fhe Freethinker, a”
g ko rECOr thes SRR S .ot
1

and tbeP.
f{:g businés anUnng the Freethinker an
‘'vay ; and perhgrsTaay bé@%rdynéqﬂyjlp% ﬁgbﬁu

ing personally and plainly for once
not the least valuable of the company the S"?,\I/
holders will invest in the paper and m

. . . c“rity'bl
business, and also in me— with legal Sl be

die or fall by the way, the CompanYndivi’\;;_t,r’F
what might be impossible to an

able, with the aid of my colleague”™‘~gnt
thinker going as the organ of our m°v ™ yj.

&'l
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Mr. Foote’'s Engagements.

October 1, Athenaeum Hall, London Boers

Britishers : Another Christian Quarrel.”
riober 8, Leicester ; 15, Manchester.

To Correspondents.

Fefit?LES Watts Lecturing Engagements.— October 1,

N? eld: 8 aad L Athenaeum Hall, London; 22, Hull
i7 wmbér 12> Liverpool ,19, Camberwell. December 10and
d'ijavEmeg rv='@ﬁ éommunicati for Mr. Charles Wa%ts
feplys BE &AM > B‘m a* 24 Earminia-road, Balnam, §.W. 11¢

eHclosej reclu'red>a stamped and addressed envelope must be

untiUi?N— The Sheffield lecture-notice did not arrive last week
KA' Wedne.sday-too late.
Joks hI'Y  Shall be attended to.
hed j EATE (Bethnal Green Branch) reports that Mr. Heaford
aftem -»»St successful meeting- in Victoria Park on Sunday
cu F, was announced at this meeting that, if the
sde Of Vou"cil did not soon take action with regard to the
"euld t I'teralure at Mr. Cohen’s late meeting, the Branch
Ire pj aae to selling the Freethinker, etc., again.
leetin?0i1 Branch secretary asks us to announce that a
(.beniocr . *be held this evening (Oct. 1) at 7.30 at the Social
PRy atlc Club. All members are requested to attend,
rnhen th T We bave hy no means forgotten the subject.
t’roufj'e Breethought Publishing Company, Limited, is in
Cadfident <Vor't'nS order, and clearly successful, as we are
f“ wiu we intend to tackle the problem of Head-
jyeupon- the Freethought party in London. We have our
. _J $'asuitable spot—indeed, a most suitable spot; and we
€ San |,°nB impression that, if we live and keep our health,
‘e e’ e abe to realise our design in this direction. Should
ociy-~u 1 this third effort—after establishing the Secular
liinitZ’ Limited, and the Freethought Publishing Company,
Pfoin “~We shall feel that we have fairly redeemed the
, rsidA made when Charles Bradlaugh passed us over the
GBa s hammer.
W~ —See paragraph.
cd(j i E,i taking two shares in the new Company, wishes he
% v *ahundred times as many, and hopes some wealthy
V - -p'superstition, will come along and take a thousand or
»He “hs ﬁ(:j“%SLGLL:Ii thinks, and rightly enough, that ifwe
Kty ) e Eneyear salaré/,of the Archbishop of Canter-
1®6thougfjpd makeVvery°great'difference to the progress of
iz "if pohlsfortheavigings. The Christian Evidence speaker
-7 Fijle" S Ig the Brglﬁof Biscay is well called “ Green.
WAKNci  8carcely up to our publication level.
< Po*erfuRD— M'rabaud’s (D’Holbach’s) System of Nature
V “aste, p"ork, but too diffuse and declamatory for present-
11 lichm r°ught into half its original dimensions, it would
n USeful-
'(i:(?blgrglpzr‘T.* 'easled to hear that you enrolled eight new
Dii] surn-  Watts's lectures on Sunday; also that you
C.Lev- a sed to see him in such good form.
S lqj"dhanks, ang again thanks. Your leaflets must
CJ J*I'mRs,”Lkeed- glad te find you are able toput our
N'bniAcocK  der contr'hution.
applying for 100 shares in the Freethought
{?2 entS’'TM nyi"LimTted,' says that absence from home
At [|$* most "-1 Irom learning of the enterprise until now.
WenCfre'v ‘hat “ The Freethought Flag will be
>'ve Io.Il)ée an Americanism, which7isTgood old
r v atv,D
1]?7e5 ?2r~'Etlir7\1,h"c Opinion—Sydney Bulletin—People’s
Vrijo ‘p World—Southend cho—Isle of an
H-f Lrutils ,1 °dachte—Southport Visitor—Progressive
C, C/Hiof p..?r (New York)—Crescent—Blue Grass
"A Ti"T—D ,Uf son—Peterhead Sentinel—Two Worlds—
i, Ist [| °Ught- .( °n .Bivestigator— Freidenker— Daylight—
\ arh Her.il',r,ly N Gazette—Daily Chronicle- Sentinel
Daily'M-nWcSt Nam Citizen—Maldon Gazette—

!*"/co’_‘ere'allfo/lj Societ>'s office is at No. 377 Strand,
\ XYy to " ers sheuld be addressed fa Miss Vance.

~bere? the sub>&'? ~ ce regulations to_announce on the
a O Scnption expires, subscribers will receive

V 'o”rth rec wrapper when their subscription is
\o-tCr'streol’ °/ Bie Freethinker should be addressed to
h e&>T¥& ~ * Londan, EC
rlhev ~ reach 28 Stonecutter-street by first post
C'Sh~'-atL!'™! pet Be Inserted-
L.C." s’ould be sent to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stone-

at lorwardced direct from
K N yenr -Ne fellowing rates, prenNj© e
u- 3d.; three months, 2S. 8d,

pwoRaRRs WAk SUORRAR the favor by

. | g “Q X0 H H
L N EQVERENTS AN B Rl Ss” St altaion,c.
~n, _ tplaycd Advertisements :—One inch,
s*~d.; column, ;2 5s. Special terms
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Sugar Plums.

In spite of the rain, there was a crowded audience at the
Athenasum Hall on Sunday evening, when Mr. Foote lectured
on “After the Dreyfus Affair.” Being in good form, and
having a great deal of ground to cover, he spoke for a long
time, but the interest of the meeting was thoroughly sustained
until the end ; and the peroration, in which hope for the
future of France was expressed, was enthusiastically applauded.
Mr. Harry Brown acted as chairman.

Mr. Foote occupies the Athenaeum Hall platform again this
evening (Oct. i). His subject will be “ Boers and Britishers :
Another Christian Quarrel "—a subject of peculiar interest so
soon after the Czar’s Love Feast at the Hague.

Last Sunday Mr. Charles Watts lectured twice in the
Assembly Rooms, Birmingham, to excellent audiences.
There was a capital gathering in the morning, and at night
the place was crowded, all standing room being occupied.
Mr. Watts received a most hearty reception, and his lectures
were enthusiastically applauded. A public request was made
that the one on “ Dreyfus and the Shame of France ” should
be printed in pamphlet form. Mr. Ridgway presided on
both occasions. Good business was done at the bookstall,
every copy of the Freethinker on sale being disposed of.

To-day (Sunday, October i) Mr. Watts lectures after-
noon and evening in the Hall of Science, Rockingham-street,
Sheffield. In the afternoon he will speak by request on
Dreyfus, and in the evening on the late Colonel Ingersoll.
These are attractive subjects, and should draw large
audiences.

Mr. Cohen lectures for the Newcastle Branch on Sunday
(October 8) in the Co-operative Hall, Whitehall-road, Gates-
head, at ii, 3, and 7 o’clock. Local friends should do their
best to secure good meetings.

Amongst the wreaths for M. Scheurer-Kestner’s coffin was
one accompanied by a card bearing this inscription: “To
Scheurer-Kestner, with infinite gratitude.—Alfred Dreyfus.”
The dead man thus pathetically thanked was a quiet, stub-
born hero in his way. When he discovered that Dreyfus was
innocent, he begged the Generals themselves to undo the
frightful mistake they had committed ; and when he found
that they were resolved to perpetuate the injustice, he set to
work on his own account. He incurred terrible odium, and
lost his vice-presidency of the Senate ; but lie never wavered,
and it was one of the I1ronies of fate that this invincibly honest
man should be stricken down with typhoid fever directly after
the Rennes court-martial, and should die just a few hours
before Dreyfus was “ pardoned,” without knowing of the
great measure of success to which he had so powerfully con-
tributed, and for which he had made so many sacrifices.

M. Scheurer-Kestner’s funeral took place on Monday,
/reatlis were sent by a large number of progressive Societies,
nd addresses were delivered by M. Brinson, M. Ranc, and
tiler tried Republicans. M. Brisson’s speech was much
iieered. When loud cries were uttered of* Vive la Réf)ublique!"
esaid : “ Yes, my friends, let us love the Republic, but let
s not cease to defend it.” Colonel I'icquart was amongst
Ic mourners, and there were many cries of “ Vive Picquart !”

A correspondent of the Spectator draws attention to the
oble stand made by Voltaire in the “Affaire Galas,” and the
arallelisms to the “Affaire Dreyfus,” which appear in
oltaire’s correspondence on the subject, notably his letters
>Madame Calas and M. Damilaville. He suggests that a
ortion of Voltaire’s letter to the Comte D’Argental might be
articularly unpleasant reading to Generals Mercier and
onse. The whole of Voltaire’s correspondence in the Galas
jsu appears in vol. xxx. ofhis collected works.

It is a great mistake to suppose that the whole French
ation is opposed to justice in the Dreyfus affair. The
lunicipal Council of Ledignan, for instance, after christen-
iga new thoroughfare the Rue Picquart, has resolved, with

ifly one dissentient vote, that the Rue de la République shall
- L, up,,« Alfrpil Drevfus.”

irdinal Vaughan tried to make out that Colonel Picquart
a Catholic, but his reverence—or what the deuce do they
him ?—had to admit his “ mistake.” Mr. L. Von Glehn,
ing to the Times from the Merchant Taylors’ School,
'r date of September 20, said : “ Allow me, from first-hand
;nce, to correct an error in Cardinal Vaughan’s letter
ished in your columns on Monday. An acquaintance of
nel Picquart and one in a position to know assures me
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that the Colonel, though now a Freethinker, is a Roman
Catholic born and bred.”

Mr. Dan R. Sheen, Mayor of Peoria, being written to by
Mr. William Lynch, who wanted “ any information you may
have at hand in regard to the dispensation of charities by the
late Colonel Ingersoll,” replied as follows :—* If | understand
your inquiry, it is: What charities did Colonel Ingersoll
bestow in his lifetime? No record of that, | presume, has
been kept. Ingersoll was so much unlike the average ortho-
dox Christian that he did not let his left hand know what his
right hand was doing. He was always giving unostenta-
tiously, and in a manner that the recipient would not feel
that he was receiving charity ; and often no one but the one
who received and the one who gave knew of the gift or its
amount. | was in a position to know that the great Agnostic
followed the command, ‘ Give to him that asketh, and of him
that would borrow turn thou notaway.” This fact caused our
mayor to refer your letter to me to answer. Wherever
Ingersoll went his charities were co-extensive with his purse
and the demands of the poor. His charities, if given other-
wise, would have secured his name upon many a marble slab.
—Dan. R. Sheen.”

Edgar W. Howe, the editor of the Atchison (Kan.) Globe,
whose philosophy is quoted all over the country, and who
ranks among the first novelists of the day, pays the following
tribute to Colonel Ingersoll: * The death of Robert G.
Ingersoll removes one of America’s greatest citizens. It is
not popular to admire Ingersoll, but his brilliancy, his integrity
and patriotism, cannot be doubted. Had not Ingersoll been
frank enough to express his opinions on religion, he would
have been President of the United States. Hypocrisy in
religion pays. Only one quarter of the people are connected
with the Churches, but they run the country. Tom Paine
made the same mistake. Benjamin Franklin believed as
Paine did, but was too wise to discuss religion. As a result
Franklin is venerated, while Paine is cursed and despised.
Intellectually Franklin was not the equal of Paine. He was
not his equal as a patriot, nor was Franklin more honest than
Paine. But Ingersoll will not be execrated as Paine was,
owing to the gradual change in public sentiment. Ingersoll
will be openly admired by millions, and his punishment
was never as severe as Paine’s. There will come a time when
public men may speak their honest convictions on religion
without being maligned by the ignorant and superstitious,
but not yet. Keep your mouth shut about religion this year,
anyway.”— Truthseeher (New York).

Reviewing Light from the East; or, the Witness of the
Monuments, by the Rev. C. J. Ball, the Daily News points
out that the “ Chaldean story of the Deluge was written on
tablets during the great literary period of 2200-1800 B.C.,
and was, with other stories, popular for ages before it was
committed to writing.” “The Chaldean story,” our con-
temporary adds, “is much more detailed and picturesque
than the story in Genesis. It contains a first-rate description
of a tropical rainstorm. The dove incident appears in both
narratives—which are to each other as substance and shadow.”
That is to say, the Chaldean story is the substance, and the
Hebrew story is the shadow.

The Birmingham Branch sends us a copy of its annual
report and balance-sheet. The report is short, sharp,
practical, and exultant. The balance-sheet is a healthy
document, showing a considerable expenditure, and an
increased balance in hand of ~49 14s. 6d. Reference is
made to Mr. H. Percy Ward’s appointment as Lecturer
and Organiser, which we hope will prove a great success.

Mr. A. Il. Smith contributes a long and admirable letter to
the Yarmouth Mercury in reply to the Rev. Mr. Spooner, who,
we understand, retires from the contest—not with the honors
of war.

The West Ham N.S.S. Branch continues to “ trouble” the
Town Council. Its latest move is a protest against the action
of the Guardians in providing paid spiritual services for the
inmates of the workhouse. Seeing that churches and chapels
bore no part of the burden of local rates, the Branch thought
that “ spiritual guides” should be willing to “ give God’s poor
gratuitous service.” A letter containing these wicked senti-
ments was read out to the Council. One reverend gentleman
wanted to burke it, but by seventeen votes to two it was
decided that the letter should be read right through. When
it was ended, the Rev. Tom Warren, who seems a bit of a
farceur, waxed indignant, and declared that the clergy paid
rates like other citizens—which they do, but their gospel-
shops don’t. Thereupon a rival man of God, in the Dissent-
ing line, exclaimed that Mr. Warren’s chapel didn’t “ pay a
farthing.” Altogether it was a pretty and amusing scene,
and we congratulate the West Ham Branch on its interesting
enterprise.

Mr. William Birch, of Liverpool, a member of the N.S.S.,
died on August 5, and by his will he leaves the residue of his
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estate, after the payment of debts and legacies, to the Secib
Society, Limited. Notification of this has been made by >
solicitors who are acting for the executors. Some niont

before his death Mr. Birch intimated in conversation that t

residue of his estate might be worth about £1,000. r*

much it will actually amount to remains to be seen.

By a previous will Mr. Birch had arranged to leaL1
handsome legacy to Mr. Foote, and another, as we.un &
stood, to Mr. Watts. His last will was altered in the intent
of the Secular Society, Limited, in whose future he had g
belief. What individuals lose the Society (we hope) will g~
This should be an object-lesson to all Freethinkers wa°® 'jo
bequeath something to the movement. By willing 1A1L ji
the Secular Society, Limited, they can help forward thee
with absolute legal security.

Jesus Christ and Mrs. Grundy.

A tale is told of a plaster-cast dealer who slipP™.j™.
piece of orange-peel whilst crossing Westminster W f 3
Much damage was done to his stock-in-trade, a »
seven-and-sixpenny representation of Our Blessed

had its arm broken. The itinerant merchant be °
his loss loudly, and a sympathetic crowd collecte - J
length, moved by his lamentations, a sailor s
forward and told the unfortunate man not to c|
“ Say, guv’nor,” he wound up, “ why don't y ]y o
his eye out and call 'im Nelson ?” This is c I009
very shocking, but we intend in this article to_ ) jtfl

better ” (or worse), as the phrase has it. iao \tas
show that the Eminent Party already referred .~s*
from the point of view of Mrs. Grundy and the

League, a Holy Terror ! no

We have, it Is needless to remind our reader > $jl
to grind in this matter. We know that m rpen
writers than ourselves have contended that
Carpenter was (“ Angels and ministers of graC sj tj*
us !”) insane ! Some have even dared to sl®jas
he never existed at all, that he is as myth'0O. \
Sloper or Sairey Gamp’s friend, Mrs.
have a reason for broaching this subject.
tian friend, the enemy, continually put

truths ” about eminent Freethinkers. illeg 3
knew Iess of music than a stalactite, it % eLedy
singing” Rock of Ages”; Brown, it is said. .il°%ie
Iarge wife and a larger family, that neverex . f

----------------- tLo nnoardona
of having K«bInS°ncomm|ttea theuup..
work e and 1 Sav8™” to assist his wife in her
tian charifv  °u u"d S° forth>in the true sp'r Pos”
these im¢3 ' "luchb “inketh evil of nil men.

to men etfr _MVe.? arm? and excursions are a
as whefh discussing such momentous

fibrthe egully hinfbhralst udjedestist. pauls m
"°r W,CLer the Son of Man used apocé&jfij

kerchief. Inthe Present essay we have merely
for once ina way, to return the compjpidayoRy/l
not to prove unacceptable to the meek an not
of J. Christ and Him Crucified. £ Ne» 1
on this occasion for their “ cheek,” althou.-,
of it without money and without PriL* for tIF1
request them to take our modest Kolai
numerous and insulting Olivers. , N to

But revenons— not to our * muttons, “ ~t0
(with a capital L). We prepasg (f-y v- mwm
calmly, seriously, and dispassiona j feSpe
Sheep’s conduct under the microscopO j uaa jy. j
Wiich [Htfuiry i mot to he taken™l ~
lightly, or wantonly, but reverently a“

the first place, one feels a shock toone s
s~<--—-ur laint,°a_1tb-

[OﬁstHBf Mor t%ﬁftﬂ —'7S “ralthou£h claitpmt.

a.German silver{ S,lver sP°°ninh,B muzalMe ;>
°/a carpenter u. MOone- Ile was merely th  bori>f.

stable, which’;! h‘cb ,s dreadful; and he ***&* /

+t3r.
Sm'tn; /e

8(@0

nfi

sinister is almost 3 tbousand times worse- QqP<.

People. a cnminal offence in thef * )

gilded hand a different matter " jlg** ili
Ue,, brded Wnlch" B Iefg tlmat():y rhf%da/_t

- 2, ‘

ttuteu hIS ma,§§ a/eryearfil) age I

the doctors,” whoever they wcrNj,n of ~
anything about medical men, the s
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Wished this dialectical encounter face downwards, whilst
°ne of the M .D.’s administered massage, or the recipe
°fthe Royal Solomon. If so, he did not have the treat-
ment repeated often enough. By the time he had reached
[an’s estate he was a controversial Hooligan. He could,
,,en>to use the expressive simile of St. Paul, argue the
jnd Ofp a Jerusalem donkey, the dullest and most
ptinate specimen of an ignoble race.
Furthermore, he was very prejudiced. He had the
\}ﬁ%%i_.as ba(_jly as Dr. Samuel Johnson or Henri
. ort. His resemblance to the latter gent is more
gnPlete 5 account of his being so bitter an anti-
The Ever-Blessed Wielder of the Jack-Plane
file the floor with the followers of Moses. And
a, . "e used such awful language ! As a linguist, he
p 'n challenges the one-time editor Lanterne.
filan K His utterances were powerful enough to
lene the face of Private Thomas Atkins ; compre-
pQ’'Ve enough to paralyse a Billingsgate fish-porter.
Wap e(w.”° had the honor to disagree with his Holiness
ag “ v'Pers,” “ whitewashed sepulchres,” *“ devils,”
Aj, d°gs "—to mention but a few oratorical jewels.
He® Possessed a fearful temper. Oh dear ! oh dear !
Qr ci‘u™ never have been fitted for a “ tea-fight ” at
Wy ~ or a lawn-tennis party in suburbia. The
anig 6 cMarged those “ outside brokers” in the Temple
be(;i(t PEOH(%SI how hot-headed he was. His cutting
as The poor, dear fig-tree shows that he was
IBor. €ss as an Ulsterman trailing his coat, to use a
feny expression.  If thigde 'Elridw Fimaniciers biat)
sho Ti mel~ei as well as men of metal (shekels),
‘nthe Ud bave had a much-needed touch of excitement
"put (jOn)ewhat prosy Gospels. If Our Lord had but
Raris f dukes,” or “slogged ” the other gentle-
fiost 7~a”Ures !  With tears in his pen, the Holy
s have had to recall how that the “ Man of
aJ retired from the unequal contest with his
%c ¢ anc* ffory nose twisted under his left ear. But
Haw.w N arPenter was not to be the Champion
itioiou?ght °f"j*udéa, Pity 'tis, 'tis true. He missed
FVhe yeeq y «unity.  Gibbon might have described
\ij_P'gugg ' cess >n the Coliseum, amid tornadoes
But hate willed otherwise. As it was, his
ligfi diedxQOl® 'Raominious and more painful than if he
wHiinp- ut0 ma”e a Roman holiday.” His end was
s, Qru I peace— more like Charles Peace ! How
Ura;"dy. can ever take this criminal to her pure
~comn  ?d bosom without breakirlg her stays passes
It K*P'Jhension.

Ctiihh . )
tpasy bg)L that K
a” Ej{ **g &eeﬁgm%%%%ﬁst’sam ae}e rgg?oéisategow'%'pyamg

®FM called
what

‘airly

ofC twelve good men and t™*»..
‘e Of [ generation$ of apologists. He
0)\.3\/,, talking®aBobt: " 3pé mixgll Wikh Bubltcans”;
idedfﬁcu Aot concern us. Are n 4 4vperagdesmen
V efkb®ne of the great Conservative party .
VlIth “sinners,” including Mane N
~AP~tion was somewhat fly-blown. , Virgin”
P t t der h Marie h t
e e RN LSS 1 b ring Marie hometo
as the Prayer-book sagely

i « fc rable sinners,” including Our S°vf ™~ stNoble
>Ma"C her son, the Dook of AN -~~~ ~Netary,
theg\Us °f Salisbury, our bellicose Colonial -

\V dis\x d Engstrdm.
6&( reIg{lgyworse is, that “the Lord,” as he is
On the contrary, he even

Epﬁiﬁgpirgvié%)@'elg:drunk. He had no more

bfieH™t n, ° PrePerty than Mister Jack Sheppard,
V.,~die”®m°ry-  For a ti/naOhhorrorsanup®n

- VR visHkedtat e prepyted father s

1tL~at /nbledom will be surpns . _taxes. Had
Was indifferent as to P') n | .sWallo'Vv-
,for that bloater most consider. > wn his

S r h arf-crown,” he would have hadl« P. -

Ws hair cut, long ~ £ " '1 being a
i article. It was a narrow esc P Irhfiplat
fi“‘eu . lad hcen bilious, the Kin income-tax.

V °wa ?2vn'm°ned for the poor-rage or

is

V V '"WO- ‘Ti/Nrave suspicion that Mister Christ
6°ffi°sc si It anecdote about the coin, and the
tcb'and ~MHscription is this ?” looksvery like

Oss, or something equally shocking.
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A much more serious matter, however, is thatJ. C.’s
views on sociology too closely approximated to Anar-
chism. The topsy-turvy ideas he had about the distribu-
tion of wealth, his panegyric of poverty, his denuncia-
tion of riches, all have a flavor about them. Frankly,
he was too dangerous a character to ever win the real
approval of Conservatives, who agree with the eminent
Dr. Pangloss that this is the best of all possible worlds.
But the last straw, the thing that finally places the
Prophet of Nazareth beyond the pale of gentility, is
that he did not respect the sky-pilots of his time.
He cared no more for ecclesiastical authority than a
tape-worm. The Code of Moses was not good enough
for his “ lordship.” He had the audacity to regard it
as outworn, and the impudence to foist some ideas of
his own on his audiences, in direct antagonism to the
commandments held sacred by the Jews. Small wonder
that he finally “ left his country for his country’s good,”
condemned as a blasphemer, executed as a traitor.
Surely he was never a fit patron for our young men’s
and women'’s Christian associations.

Judged by the ethics of civilisation, his life was a
ghastly failure. He never put money in his purse. The
founder of the original Salvation Army lived and died a
pauper, which every true Conservative regards as the
most abandoned thing on this planet. The Army and
the proprietor were sold together for thirty shillings.
Bah ! Why was not Mister “ General ” Booth born two
thousand vyears earlier? The associates of such a
person, as might be expected, were fishermen and
ne’er-do-wells, the commonest of the common people.
In truth, they were so far lost to every sense of decency
that they never heard of a stove-pipe hat—that badge
of respectability. Nay, more, painful as it is to us to
mention such a thing, we believe we are justified in
asserting that the whole gang never saw a pair of
trousers. There are thousands of pictures of these
persons, and they are invariably as innocent of that
indispensable article of attire as Gold Coast niggers.

Truly, it is sufficient to make an oyster guffaw to
think that the foundation stone of that most aristo-
cratic religion was a seditious blasphemer—an executed
criminal. God knows there are enough plaster-saints
in the Christian calendar; but certainly its founder is
not included in the list.

Mr. J. Christ made such a mess of his first appearance
at the wicket in the cricket match of human life that it
is surprising to reflect that some of his followers expect
him to have a second innings. He made a duck’s egg
two millenniums ago ; can he carry his bat on a second
chance? Unless he has, in the meantime, got hold of
the Grace of Gloucester, not the Grace of Gawd (that’s
no good), we fear that we must respond in the negative.

The chances are that our transcendental carpenter
would, unless financed, naturally and inevitably gravitate
to the workhouse. Or, more dreadful still, the proba-
bility is that the clergy would Kkill him. If he, really,
like the great and only Julius Caesar, came, saw, and
conquered, the Black Army would find their occupation
gone. He once died “on the cross,” they would find
themselves unable any longer to live on it. Unless
someone invented a new superstition, they would all
be reduced to beggary. Think of the horrid position,
dear reader. The Archhumbugs of Canterbury and
York, and those perfumed darlings, the bishops, solicit-
ing our ha’pence on the kerb-stone. His Oiliness the
Pope and Monseigneurs the Cardinals appealing for
charity. Millions of professional soul-savers swelling
the ranks of the unemployed. The times would,
indeed, be out of joint, and so would the noses of
the clergy. Perish the horrible thought! We have
seen how, judged from the Primrose League stand-
point, the Second Person of the Trinity is a humbug.
He has, it is true, been called “ the Lord”; but we are
not to be deceived by the bogus designation. It is
simply trifling with the peerage. A Lord, forsooth !
Avaunt and quit our sight. Your banking account is
non-existent; you wore thorns instead of strawberry
leaves ; your associates were such that we hope we
shall never bump against such pauperised paragons.
What has respectability to do with thee, Mister Jesus
Christ, sometime carpenter and joiner of Nazareth ?

Fortunately, Society (with a big S) is too firmly
anchored in England to be washed away by the paltry
spray of your sentimentalism. Here, thanks be to God,
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religion is a plaything, not a reality ; an organised hypo-
crisy worked in the interests of the governing classes.
Herein lies our salvation. Under the sceptres of Buddha,
Confucius, Laotse, Mahomet, or even Mumbo Jumbo,
precept is united with practice. Nous avons changé tout
cela! Here we lightly tread the Primrose Path— the
Primrose League Path. Throughout Christendom we
defy anyone to find a Christian. There never was, is
not now, nor ever will be, world without end, such a
thing— outside of the asylums for idiots. But in the
interests of the young person itis becoming increasingly
necessary to make a few alterations in our religion.
For it to continue to be of service any longer as a
moral police force, it must be made, like Caesar’s wife,
above criticism. The steam-roller of Rationalism has
already squashed the life out of Jehovah ; we have
shown his son to be a scallywag ; the ghostly remainder
is altogether impossible. That cause célébré, Joseph
versus joseph versus the Trinity, Limited, has settled
his pretensions for ever. Who will fill the vacancy?
After prayerful consideration, we solemnly think our
scholarly friend Mr. Satan is, to use a vulgarism, “ the
dark horse.” We shall, seriously, put our money on
him. It is a thousand to one chance. Through all
his vicissitudes, and they have been many, he has
always been a gentleman. Which is more than can be
said for any of the others. Amen, so mote it be !
Mimnermus.

Twice Told Tales.

( Concluded from page 621.)

A SON PROMISED TO SARAII.

“And Elohim said unto “And he (Yahveh) said, |
Abraham, As for Sarah thy will certainly return unto tliee
I will bless her, and when the season cometh
moreover | will give thee a round; and, lo, Sarah thy
son of her: yea, I will bless wife shall have a son. And
her, and she shall bea mother Sarah heard in the tent
of nations ; kings of people door, which was behind him.
shall be of her. Then Abra- ..... And Sarah laughed within
ham fell upon his face, and herself, saying, After I am
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laughed, and said in his heart,
Shall a child be born unto
him that is an hundred years
old? And shall Sarah, that
is ninety years old, bear ?......

waxed old shall 1 have plea-
sure, my lord being old also ?
And Yahveh said unto Abra-
ham, Wherefore did Sa;ah
| of a

laugh, saying, Shall
surety bear a child, which am
old? Is anything too hard

And Elohim said, Nay, but
Sarah thy wife shall bear thee

a son ; and thou shall call his for Yahveh?” (Gen. xviii. 10-
narae Isaac” (Gen. xvii. 15- 14).

19).

The name “ Isaac ” signifies “ laughter,” or “ he laughs

consequently a story had to be invented to account for
the name. One prettily-concocted fiction would have
sufficed; but we have two: the first by the priestly writer,
the second by the Yahvist. According to the first story,
it was Abraham who laughed ; according to the second,
it was Sarah—-the laughing being on two different
occasions. We may, of course, be told that both narra-
tives are historical; but this is very unlikely, indeed.
For, assuming the promise of a son in the first account
to be true, Abraham, upon reaching home, would have
immediately acquainted his wife with the honor which
awaited her, and Sarah would have lived in daily expec-
tation of the fulfilment of the promise. Hence, no
repetition of the prediction could cause her the least
astonishment. But, in the second account, the promise
of a son comes upon Sarah as a surprise ; such an un-
likely event had never once entered her mind. Clearly,
she hears the promise for the first time. Further, the
god himself, in this second story, speaks as if he were
telling Abraham something that would astonish him,
and which that patriarch had never heard before. Of
course, when we know that the narratives were from
the pens of two different writers, and were written to
account for the name “ Isaac,” all mystery vanishes.

ABIMELECII's COVENANT : THE NAMING OF BEERSHEHA.

“And it came to pass at  “Then Abimelech went to
that time, that Abimelech and him [i.e., Isaac] from Gerar,
Phicol the captain of his host with Ahuzzath his friend, and
spake unto Abraham, saying, I'hicol the captain of his host.
Elohim is with thee inall that . And they said, We saw
thou doest : now therefore plainly that Yahveh was with
swear unto me here by Elohim  thee :° and we said, Let
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there now be an oath
twixt us, even betwixt
and tliee, and let us meK
covenant with thee ; thatt
wilt do us no hurt, aswe 1
not touched thee, and as
have done unto thee not ™»
but good......And it caw s
pass the same day, that n
servant came, and told
concerning the ‘veil " jj

they had' digged, andgy ¢

that thou wilt not deal falsely
with me, nor with my son, nor
with my son’s son: but accord-
ing to the kindness that | have
done unto thee, thou shalt do
unto me...... What mean these
seven ewe lambs which thou
hast set by themselves ? And
he said, These seven ewe
lambs shalt thou take of my
hand, that it maybe a witness
unto me that | have digged

this well. Wherefore hecalled unto him, We have,,,I It
thatplace Beer-sheba ; because water. And he .0
there they sware both of Shebah : therefore the 1

them” (Gen. xxi. 22-31). the city is Beer-sheba u*

day” (Gen. xxvi. 26:3%k ™

In the foregoing paragraphs we have two accoujl* ~
the making of a covenant by Abimelech, King o /Yjie
and also two accounts of the naming of Beershen«
two events in each case taking place on the sam .
The name “ Beer-sheba” signifies “ the well of thf~g-a
consequently, in each narrative we have f*e mgfe/y
well and the taking an oath. In one version of 11 @)
Abimelech makes a league with Abraham * 'n if ineah
he makes a covenant with Isaac. The result ~
case is the naming of Beersheba ; W& Rave thus
accounts of the origin of that name. Accordingl jsajc
first, the place was so named by Abraham "fieseCoO™
was a child, only just weaned ; accordingto tne  Ves
it received its name from Isaac when that patn the
nearly a hundred years old. In each case
parties to the covenant was Abimelech, King
and in each case that king took with him
captain of his army, as a witness. It will thus
that in Abimelech and his general we have t"
instances of longevity— the one being king) »
other chief captain, for about a century- ™ o
scarcely be said that one story was copied . IStoe
suggested by, the other. This must be obvio
reader. -

THE NAMING OF BETHEL. ate™e

“ And Jacob lighted upon a “ And EIohimﬁlPP jIc
certain place, and tarried there Jacob again, when
all night...... And be dreamed, from
and behold a ladder set up on b|9559d him.---
the earth, and the top of it El anromhlri\i%(
reached to heaven....And Where ‘he spake
Jacob awaked out of his sleep, And Jacob spal* ud
and said : Surely Yahveh is the place wher A 1
in this place.....And Jacob
rose up early in the morning,
and took the stone that he
had put under his head, and
set it up for a npillar, and
poured oil upon the top of it.
A Itd he called the name ofthat
place Bethel ” (Gen. xxviii. .

til 2
11-19)- cro( £!
Here we have two accounts of the naia\, joto p 1 to*

AN 14
jet"

tb

iF

P1e r’)ourg(rout " dw}/,ll a

ing ~ Jaodb
thereon, '['iff
name ofthep a ge0
spake with him

XXXV. 9. LTW

or rather of the changing the name ~ j name,-sil
for the Jehovistic writer adds: “ 13U are,O7rHi"
city was Luzat the first.” Both accoim {the 4 g

fictitious; for, setting aside the *IC crsonage’
patriarch Jacob is a purely mythical P  flerin 1N
without saying that no stranger or soj ~ anf? '

could have power to change the
that country, more especially the name 2

V

ai™ O™
also findl from Joshua xvi. 2 that ,u' -a
separate places. The name [?et'It'the
God it is therefore easy to see t first.’\eHV .
invented to account for the name. N (N
we are @i that the oame “ Bethejjgway. ~ i
Jacob was unmarried and was on gadto\ eirt

Laban’s; in the second, the p'aCC j. Jateralj ~g
named “ Bethel” some twenty - Ctl¥R8i; ¢ o fco

patriarch returned with wives, ~first a aw
possessions.  According to the jh; phe ||5u fl ag
mythical Jacob called the place eJa'rnf *
because of a dream he had thcre_ fiyeh \cc°t\ob'h
and dewr g ladder, with thg g(gl e J

the top of it: accordlng to t use in'e of &
named it the house ot Ood c °l

appeared to him and blessed 1m
him face to face. The fictitiou”™b JJ,-N &

narratives is thus placed beyon i»scr'PIrt3thle
If we turn now to the cunedo bujOus
find further confirmation of the

A
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A ** Story- H was a custom amongst the ancient
‘vinplans to se”UP stone pillars, and to pour oil and
of pi*P°n them. These they called “ bethels”— “ houses

thALy; ."t\?/as not the place that was so named, but
g@mr itself. \wzith-this fact the Hebrew writers were
GfUainted, and so they represented their legendary

1 s.Sfv>ng' the name “ bethel ” to a city, and
%o th by o0 Y

r set up.
Jacob’s name changed to ISRAEL.’
NtE 8aCb Waés left alone “So Jacob came to Luz,
im = swrestltdamanwith which is in the land of
iy UtT dle breaking of the  Canaan (the same as Bethel),
-And he said, Let me e ang all the people that

vé&tﬂed%ybrealicth. And
{xhghou iiddt Iehaheeqq
B, hat Is thy name?

SME said. Jacob.  And he
W’ *'ly name shall he called

_hut Israel: _for
striven with God

werewith him......And Elohim
appeared unto Jacob again,
when he came from Padan-
aram, and blessed him. And
Elohim said unto him, Thv
name is Jacob : thy name shall
not he called any more Jacob,
hut Israel shall be thy name ;
MeN and hast pre- and he called his name Israel ”
(Gen. 3&n. 24-28). (Gen. xxxv. 6, 9, 10).

retra&aln>we have two accounts of the giving of a

»& € mthis case, by the Hebrew deity himself-
U Jnight be expected, one story conflicts with the
diapp  n °ne version Jacob’s name is said to have been
Iordn  near the river Jabbock, on the eastern side of
t%ia ' ,as the result of a wrestling match between that
Ndi Cl and the god Yahveh or some other heavenly
kitM n the second version the new name is repre-
koper as given some years later, at Luz in Palestine
y ' after Jacob had been blessed by Elohim |n
isegp?Unt  that wily patriarch received the name
rame 'jI0N than twenty years after he had changed
breei,, Liiz to Bethel; in the other, he was named
ks o , O"H8 very same day. In each case the name

. kailen t°r the first, and only, time. , - jes
'MhNINS> now, at all the examples of uyice the
S b°°k of Genesis, it must be evident, even tl

S~ tical, that the two sets of narraUves-which,

seen>are in nearly every case mutua y °
&°r7 could not have been composed y

MV MMiter, whether Moses or any other alleged
' Abracadabra,

Field’s Tribute to Ingersoll.

'pi,° ‘& n Review (September) reprints Ingersoll’s
nur, - HHenry M. Field, D.D., which appeared in
}dﬁjmr, I®r7, and follows it up with an article

» ¢ Influence of Ingersoll.” What the
«V Kix»Pagan raS 5° sa7 about the transient effect of
eaks at'l Freethought is of trifling impor-

“~kinNjhute tQSjas a Christian, and speaks professionally ;

Sfev?S. "V e Inkersoll as a man and an orator is very
Spill make the following extracts for our
> n/(I) DOre 11

Mf Th"iej jpcPUnc acquainted with Ingersoll, the more |

fe ! mmﬂug. e was not as other men
st,, crican i1S'a bundle of nerves, which shows

VNs ; ,When ", In the flash of his eye, and the gesture
take jjjs  'ackeray was in New York, he would

(§I ~°'vd  _and at the caorfner of a street to watch
& «tawIPt« udyin national character. Ilad he

esan rarne walk slowly by, he would have
>rSr'" -~"Shshman ! In all the'years that | have

"'er him in a hurry. The crowd

meinU" “f never quickened his pace, but walked
Uecn thought. © When | met him in Broadway
yto stop under anawi]ing, or by a frle. -
of the jay. Ifall the wisdom
the av®been Veen us had been preserved, possibly
wiser ; but, alas, it has been blown
1Jo.,tnp., K°c8 tu.,'aves !

ef°h can'!!/~mcr'cans worship are time and
NININMh AP for t1,2." ,nei(ther.  Money had no attrac-
lbs,,ione\v of 1-Usc he could make of it. | am
‘Hfcrt ~ that 1 -Us affairs perhaps even better than
B ?cttyr“_ e %"Q/ 'ﬁ&bﬁi‘g\/grom 'pﬁis practice al the
th Aar Vi Often ot less than a hundred thou-

' Was soon scattered.

..VbIyV,. He could not
« A~ A nofgwing itaway. The tales of his
V fa °n Higd w-yd%»gpg every morning there
%_nd y0> ScClrom poor clerks vﬁo were

o] nk women who could not find any

ﬁa@PE faster* a”jlLa's he responded so bounti
ositin’ “nu faster. His friends warned
ns that were practised upon him,
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and told him that he ought to have a bureau of inquiry ; but
he answered that he had rather be cheated a dozen times than
leave one poor girl to suffer, and perhaps to die !

“ This lavish giving came partly from a feeling that one-
half of mankind did not get their share of the good things of
this life, so that’ he looked with an eye of pitﬁ, not only upon
the poor and suffering, but upon those who had been driven
to crime ! One morning | met him in Gramercy Park, and
told him that 1 was bound to Sing Sing, to which | had been
invited by the warden—not to preach to the prisoners, but to
tell them the story of my journey around the world, which
might divert their thoughts from their own dreary loneliness.
But, to my surprise, the very mention of our ‘Bastille’
brought to his mind the condition of human beings shut out
from the light of sun and moon and stars, and the faces of
all those who loved them, till it overpowered him, and he was
ready to pronounce an anathema upon the ‘tomb ' in which
men were buried alive. 1Nothing on earth,’ he said, ‘ would
induce me to go down those hard and stony steps, and through
those iron gates, that are to me like the gates of hell I' It
was in vain to tell him of the crimes that these men had
committed, their robberies and their murders. ‘But,’ he
answered, ‘put yourself in their place. If you had been
exposed to their temptations, you might have done the same !
I was quite overpowered by this burst of feeling, and could
but think that, if he had the power, he would, indeed, have
ordereclj the prison gates to be swung open, never to be shut
again I”

“And now, perhaps, | shall give a fresh interest to my
story if | put a new figure on the stage ; not another man,
but the same man in another character. Though Robert
Ingersoll was a captivating talker, he was far more than that;
he was one of the greatest orators that our country ever pro-
duced. It was not by the fireside, but on the platform,
facing thousands of men, that he showed all his power. | once
asked Mr. Godkin, the editor of the Evening Post, if he had
ever heard Ingersoll ? He said ‘ but once.” It was in the old
Academy of Music, and the pressure was so great that the
police had to make a passage to the front of the platform.
The hour to begin was eight o’clock. Ingersoll rose on the
minute, and spoke till eleven, and not a man moved! For
three hours he held that vast audience in the hollow of his
hand ! No wonder that the eager multitude were swept away
by him as the forest is swept by the wind. He was born to
be an orator. His very physique marked him as one not to
be daunted by any presence, by many or by few. He had a
frame of iron, and wlien be strode upon the stage lie was
the ideal of a warrior standing on his castle walls,

‘ Four square to all the winds that blew.’

“ His intonations were varied—now soft and gentle, as if he
were in conversation, with many a bit of pleasantry ; then,
straightening himself up to his full height, he gave such a
burst that the thousands who heard him trembled at the
thunder of his voice. Such rhetorical effects are like great
symphonies, which ring through the arches of cathedrals, or,
rather, like the sound of distant thunder, coming nearer and
nearer, till there is one last tremendous peal, that rolls majes-
tically away. The tradition of such marvellous eloquence
will live as long as this generation.”

Men and Leaves.

If ever, in autumn, a pensiveness falls upon us as the
leaves drift by in their fading, may we not wisely look up in
hope to their mighty monuments ? Behold how fair, how far

rolonged, in arch and aisle, tile avenues of the valleys ; the
ringes of the hills! So stately—so eternal ; the joy of man,
the comfort of all living creatures, the glory of the earth—
they are but the monuments of those poor leaves that flit
faintly past us to die. Let them not pass, without our
understanding their last counsel and example : that we also,
careless of monument by the grave, may build it in the world
—monument by which men may be taught to remember, not
where we died, but where we lived— John ltuskin.

The bright boy of fiction is playing with his Noah's \”f-

What 88 these two chips of wood ?” @8k the bright boy’s
father is necessary for the bright boy of fiction to have a
father, you know: there has [0 e somebody to draw him
out. “Them,” replied the bright boy, without hesitation,
“is the microbes.” Of course, if we think a minute, we
perceive that there must have been a pair of microbes on the
Ark.—DchvitJournal.

It is narrated that a New England preacher the other day
...Is horrified during his sermon by discovering his son inércﬁ

gallery pelting- his hearers in the pews with peanuts
while the good man was preparing a frown of reproof, the

young hopéful cried gut: “You tend toyour preaching, daddy;
I'll keep 'em awake.”

“ My old aunt holds it to be wicked for a minister to joke.”
“ 1 dunno whether it could quite be called wicked, but gener-
ally it is awful painful.”—IndianapolisJournal.



638

SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

[Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday,
and be marked “ Lecture Notice,” if notsent on post-card.\

LONDON.

T he Athenaeum Hall (73 Tottenham Court-road, W .): 7.30,
G. W. Foote, “ Boers and Britishers.”

Bradlaugh Club and Institute (36 Newington Green-road,
Ball's Pond): 8.30, A Concert.

Camberwell (North Camberwell Hall, 61 New Church-road):
7, Conversazione.

East London Ethical Society (78 Libra-road,'Old Ford): 7,
Mr. Newcombe, " The Ethics of Enjoyment.”

Kingsland (Ridley-road) : 12, Business Meeting at Bradlaugh
Club.

South London Ethical Society (Masonic Hall, Camberwell
New-road): 7, Dr. Washington Sullivan, “ The Three Great
Phases of Western Religion— (1) The Catholic.”

West London Ethical Society (Empress Rooms, Royal
Palace Hotel, High-street, Kensington, W.): 11, Graham Wallas,
“ The Effect of the Empire on England.”

Open-air Propaganda.
Battersea Park Gates: 11.30, E. Pack, “ The God of Battle
and the Prince of Peace.”
Brockwell Park (near Herne-hill Gates) 13.15, R. P. Edwards.

Camberwell (Station-road): 11.30, R. P. Edwards, “The
Religion of Secularism.”

Peckham Rye: 3.15, E. Pack, “The God of Battles.”

S. L. E. S. (Peckham Rye): 11.15, A lecture. (Brockwell

Park) : 3.15, A lecture.
Stratford (The Grove) : 7, F. A. Davies.
Victoria Park (near the Fountain): 3.15, F. A. Davies.
Westminster(GrosvenorEmbankment): 11.30, W. J. Ramsey,
“ God so Loved the World.”

COUNTRY.

Birmingham Branch (Prince of Wales Assembly Rooms):
7, A. Scrimshire, Recital—Shakespeare’s Macbeth.

Chatham Secular Society (Queen’s-road, New Brompton):
2.45, Sunday School. 11.30, Percy Ward, “ Some Social Evils of
the Age"; 7, “ Man’'s Reason and God’s Revelation."

Edinburgh (Moulders’ Arms, 105 High-street): 7, Mr. Bayliffe,
“ Evolution or Special Creation : Which ?”

Glasgow (110 Brunswick-street): C. Cohen—11, “ The Begin-
nings of Christianity”; 2.30, “ The Dying of Death  6.30, “ The
Origin of God.”

Hull (2 Room, Friendly Societies’ Hall,
G. E. C. Naewiger, "Ingersoll: Poet.”

Leicester Secular Society (Humberstone-gate): Touzeau
Parris—n, "Science and Theology: Why Antagonistic”; 6.30,
“Job’s Perplexity, or the Failure of Providence."

Liverpool (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square): 7, Mr. Bergmann,
B.Sc., "What is Conscience?”

Manchester Secular Hall (Rusholme-road, All
7, W. Simpson, " Toryism and State Socialism."

Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockingham-
street) : C. Watts—3, " Dreyfus and the Shame of France”; 7,
“ Colonel Ingersoll : As | Knew Him.” Tea at 5.

South Shields (Royal Assembly Hall, Mile End-road) : 7,
Business Meeting, etc.

Albion-street): 7,

Saints):

Lecturers’ Engagements.

C. Cohen, 17 Osborne-road, High-road, Leyton.—October 1,
Glasgow.

R. P. Edwards, 9 Caxton-road, Shepherd’s Bush.—October 1,
m., Station-road, Camberwell.

H. Percy Ward, 5 Alexandra-road, Edgbaston, Birmingham.
—October 1, New Brompton. 8, Liverpool. 15, Birmingham.
22, Leicester. 29, Huddersfield. November 5, Birmingham. 12
eri]nd 19, Manchester. 26, Birmingham. December 17, Birming-
am.

POSITIVISM.

“Reorganisation, without god or King,
eworship of Humanity."

Information and publications on the Religion of Humanity
may be obtained free on application to tile Church of
Ilumanity, Ncwcastle-on-Tyne.

by the systematic

Ingersoll’'s New Lecture.

THE DEVIL

Price 6d. post free.

London : R. Fordcr, 28 Stonecuttcr-strcct, E.C.
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Works by the late R. G. Ingersoll-

The House of Death. Wiiat is Religion? 2
Funeral Orations and Ad- Is Suicide a Sin? 2d. ,
dresses. Handsomely printed Last Words on Suicide.
and bound, is. God and the State. 2d. ,

The Devil. 6d. Why am | an Agnostic-

Superstition. 6d. Partl. 2d. 1

Defence of Freetiiought. Why am | an Agnostic-
A Five Hours’ Speech at the Part Il. 2d. Vo
Trial of C. B. Reynolds for Faith and Fact. Repv
Blasphemy. 6d. Dr. Field. 2d. J-

Shakespeare. 6d. God and Man. Secondm -

T he Gods. 6d. to Dr. Field. 2d.

The Holy Bible. 6d. The Dying Creed. 2d

Reply to Gladstone. With The Limits of ToleRA A

A Discussion with the
F. D. Coudert and Gov.

Woodford. 2d.
Household of Faith;

Art and Morality. 2d
Do | Blaspheme ?

a Biography byJ. M. Wheeler.
4d

Rome or Reason ? A Reply
to Cardinal Manning. 4d.
Crimes against Criminals.

3d-
Oration on Walt Whitman. The Clergy and

3d- Sense. 2d. ) id.
Oration on Voltaire. 3d. Social S'51|V«51t|0h-
Abraham Lincoln. 3d. Marriage and D ivorce-
Paine the Pioneer. 2d. Skulls. 2d. Js

Humanity's Debt to T homas The Great Mistake.

Paine. 2d. Live Topics, id. n
Ernest Renan and Jesus glyt:‘ sf:d |\:|1iracle.
Christ. 2d. ea asphemy.
T rue Religion. 2d. R[Eb-ﬁﬁbdﬂg]the‘n}ms_: i
T hree Philanthropists. 2d. Christ gnd Ml.ragl"lly,
Love the Redeemer. 2d. Creeds anc?SBfl':ljt ya

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E-C-

THE BEST

ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, I “ "'0oOACtI"

TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND
OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S.,

ag#

160 pages, with portrait and autograph, bound m c{oth> 1

Price is., post free.

fthe P
In order to bring the information within the reacho”let O pr
most important parts of the book are issued in a P paU>P®
pages at one penny, post free 2d. Copies of tn v litt
distribution is. a dozen post free. a- s ,(f“f
The National Reformer of September 4, 'j jtatgf’ﬂﬁ
Holmos pamphld....... is an almost unexceptional ut<gi;
Neo-Maithusian theory and practice....... and throve ,
=T vV V ... The special value of Mr. Holmes
the Neo-Malthusian cause and to human well-bemff 0
just his combination in his pamphlet of a plain sta‘ lain»V
physmal and moral need for family limitation witha P ,0a"
ol the means by which it can be secured, andan 0 ,, =«
cerned of the requisites at the lowest possibl" "r,ct"’
Aiiu  Council of the Malthusian League:
Aljbutt, and others, have also spoken of’it in very "y
__e trade supplied by R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-
g.c. Otherordersshould be sent to the author,

J. R HOLMES, HANNEY, WAf
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AND RATIONALIST REVIEW.
The October Number Contains i—

Dreyfus and Political Moralists. By Joseph McCabe,
“jcense and Lights. Lector.
he Claim of the Sabbatarian.
i *k Sea-gull and the Salvationists.
he American “ Bampton.”
A l,uide to Spinoza.
How we Think.
treasury of Hebrew Legend.
T affnerian Madnesses. By W. J. Shaxby.
>le Late Colonel Ingersoll.
Tu Jottings.
e Fatal Rainbow.—VI.
jJSns and Warnings (gleaned from the Religious Press),
g htionalism in the Magazines.
4*9 °rt Notices and Correspondence.,

&omfferl]gr?eléPBIae,rgent by F. J. Gould, entitled {IThe Reli-

> ; Watt:S & CO.,

flowers OF-FREETHOUGHT

By G. Dawson Baker.
By F. J. Gould.

17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, E.C.

G. W. Foote.

cN Second Series (cloth), 2s. 6d.

Co"Messo™ :~Luscious Piedy— The Jewish Sabbath—God’'s Day

oTse Stokes on Immortality-Paul Bert—Converting a

V Bad ,,adlaugh’s Ghost—Christ and Brotherhood—The bons

M 'A Melchizedek-S w’elp me God-Infidel Hornes-Are

rienlitL Cri,cl ?—Are Atheists Wicked ?—Ram Doctors-Pious

Thus saith the Lord’—Believe or be

for," Charlty—ReIlglon and Money—Clotted Bosh Loré
Ni?cula Ageism —Christianity and Slavery—Christ Up o

FL.epr  and Christianity—Altar and Throne— Martin Luther

cM c?lse of Folly—A Lost Soul—Happy in Hell—The Act ot

In fe KAHardle on Christ-Blessed be ye Poor-Converted

Booth’s Ghost—Talmage on the Bible—Mrs,

b%ﬁanltv eatb a,’d After—The Poets and Liberal Theology—

"ahor—DueIIlng—An Easter Egg for Christians

Josus pW. the Dead Men—Smirching a Hero—K itMarlowe

A ph-Difi Hlst Jehovah the Ripper—The Parsom's Living

@ jgh”8a “radlaugh Backslide? — Frederic Harrison ««
% ’ef‘enl— Tt ~e Lible '—Forgive and Forget—The Star of
Sgott; "e ~rcat Ghost—Atheism and the French Revolu-

Sl°ofor pSmeesus at the Derby—Atheist Murderers—A
n unuchs— Rose-Water Religion.

~-~°n : R- Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.
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Vanity and Agnosticism.

Now Ready.

NNANRGViws», Correspondence  between
GYMAN OF THE CHURCH IN SCOTLAND

GeorGe
ANDERSON, Agnostic, London.

Was n°t intended for publication, and is all
°VIDA . that account. It arose out of an applica-
h ISQburci, I° “*r* Anderson for a subscription towards

m - -
Wiits & . Price Sixpence.
Co;, 17 Johnson’s-court, E.C. ;
necutter-street, E.C

R. Forder, 28

S 8cSo°hN POLSONOUS PAINTS.

v ‘'4ven, Pel Aiul? Influences. Samples Free. J. Greev:
Us>Wait ‘Lrt? > Leeds ; or S. R. Thompson, 25 Chats
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In stout paper covers, is.; cloth, 2s.

THE

BOOK OF GOD

In the Light of the Higher Criticism.
W ith Special Referenceto Dean Farrar’s New Apology.
By G. W. FOOTE.

Contents:— Introduction—The Bible Canon—The Bible and
Science — Miracles and Witchcraft— The Bible and Free-
thought— Morals and Manners— Political and Social Progress
— Inspiration—The Testimony of Jesus—The Bible and the
Church of England—An Oriental Book— Fictitious Supremacy.

“ 1 have read with great pleasure your Booh of God. You have
shown with perfect clearness the absurdity of Dean Farrar's posi-
tion. | congratulate you on your book. It will do great good,
because it is filled with the best of sense expressed with force and
beauty.”— Col. R. G. Ingersoll.

“ A volume we strongly recommend...... Ought to be inthe hands
of every earnest and sincere inquirer. ”—Reynolds's Newspaper.

“ Mr. Foote takes the Dean’s eloquence to pieces, and grinds
the fragments to power. His style, as a whole, is characterised
by a masculine honesty and clearness.”—Ethical World.

“ Mr. Foote is a good writer—as good as there is anywhere.
He possesses an excellent literary style, and what he has to say
on any subject is sure to be interesting and improving. His
criticism of Dean Farrar’s answers fully justifies the purpose for
which it was written.”— Truthseeker (New York).

“A style at once incisive, logical, and vivacious........ Keen
analysis and sometimes cutting sarcasm...... i i
most novels.”—Literary Guide.

London ; R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.
NOW Ready.

BRIMSTONE BALLADS
AND OTHER VERSE.

Cloth, 192 pages, 2s. 6d.

By G. L. MACKENZIE.
With Introduction by G. W. Foote.
London : R. Forder, 2S Stonecutter-street, E.C

Just published, price 2d., by post 2j°d.,

after God’'s Own Heart.”

BEING

Men

BRIEF SKETCHES OF THE LIVES OF NOAH,
ABRAHAM, MOSES, AND DAVID.

By CHARLES WATTS.

London: Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, E.C.

New Pamphlet by C. Cohen.

PAIN & PROVIDENCE.

PRICE ONE PENNY.

London: R. Fordcr, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

HERB BEER.

The best is made from

THWAITES' 6d. PACKET OF MIXED HERBS.

One Packet will make 8 gallons of real genuine Herb Beer.
Directions with each packet. By post 6 stamps.

G. THWAITUS, Herbalist, 2 Church-row, Stockton-
on-Tees.

Agents Wanted.
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INGERSOLL’S LAST LECTURE.

"WHAT IS RELIGION?”

An Address delivered before the
AMERICAN FREE RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATION, AT BOSTON, JUNE 2, 1599

Freethinkers should keep a copy of this Lecture always by them. It was Ingersoil's last
utterance on the subject of religion. It shows him to have been a “rank Atheist” to
the very end. Moreover, it is a summary of his life’s teaching, and embalms his ripest

thought.
PRICE TWOPENCE.

LONDON: R. FORDER, 28 STONECUTTER-STREET, E.C.

Now Ready.

HOUSE OF DEATH

FUNERAL ORATIONS, ADDRESSES, ETC.,

BY

COLONEL INGERSOLL.

Beautifully Printed on Fine Thick Paper and Handsomely Bound-

THE

Contents:— Speech at Walt Whitman’s Burial—Tribute to Henry Ward Beecher—Tribute to Courtlandt®
Tribute to Roscoe Conklin— In Memory of Abraham Lincoln—Tribute to Elizur Wright—Address at Horace Seav e,V
—Mrs. Mary H. Fiske—Tribute to Richard H. Whiting—Mrs. Ida Whiting Knowles—At the Grave of Beil)
Parker—Tribute to Rev. Alexander Clark— Death of John G. Mills—At the Grave of Ebon C. Ingersoll—Death O, jjft
Paine—Death of Voltaire—At the Tomb of Napoleon—Heroes of the American War—At a Child’s Grave—Throufe
Death— Death of the Aged— If Death Ends All.

PRICE ONE SHILLING.

LONDON: R. FORDER, 28 STONECUTTER-STREET, E.C.

PREPARE FOR WINTER
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i Bf< ’jo
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. ] Grey, Brown, or Fawn Mixtures. N
All for 21s. Car”age Paid. Patterns and Self-MeasureWent
To my Rationalist Friends Everywhe?™p® St

I ask one favor from you, and one only, and that is; send for my patterns and quotations- j,uys

fairly with what you can get elsewhere; then buy where you can get best value.

If an™,,rt of ~ 3s
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further particulars.

J. W. GOTT, 2 and 4 Union-street, Bradford
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