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V  X ix .- N o . 39- S u n day, S eptember 24, 189g. P rice T wopence.The Dreyfus Fever.
Which *S some*:hing ridiculous in the blazing fury with 
JYanc a certain section o f Englishmen have denounced 
Vercjj ® and everything French in consequence of the 
0ne C the Rennes court-martial in the Dreyfus case.

imagine, if one did not know better, that 
never committed a crime, nor even a mis- 

c°ttin„ .,nd ° ne can only sm >le at the talk about boy-

c't'BlanT7“  lmafflne>
tall d had

of the Exhibition and refusing to purchase goods 
t\v0 [f.nch manufacture. Those who talk thus forget 
to Pu I0? 8 : first, that in striking at France they attempt
. Punish 
; truth

the innocent as well as the guilty, the friends 
that ho and Just 'ce as well as their enemies ; second, 
'hat a ypcottm g is a gam e that tw o can play at, and 
te'aliap rench boycott o f English goods by w ay of
tt-, . t̂lOn _• _ ___................. .......1__ _r r?__1*1.a(lers'10n Would ruin a considerable number of Englishtr;

s
and throw many English workmen out of 

. >.iu3 Pnt- It may also be pointed out that the 
°Hght 0t truth and justice in France, those who have 

en,a glorious battle with such magnificent courage 
V̂ant Uratlce, would be placed at a very decided dis- 
heir ‘ Se by the practical interference of foreigners. 
erriblf; ,°ner*ts would be able to raise against them a 

h°dlUm ; they would be pointed at as the allies 
\ h t  n- f rs France ; and the reaction thus caused 
^atly £ . to nullify what has been achieved, besides

Stiff uirillnishing the chances of further progress
ridiculous, if possible, is the w ay in which 

s h iintfc C'er^  have been im proving n^msinn

i ? C

theH have been im proving the occasion, 
as theirs account for the too common 

° f  Pharisee with the name o f Englishman
It hardly seems> 0 ,

Of ,.qUty ;;----------  ---------- f —  - - ------ j  —
fbe p 1 English preachers to look after the morals

nation. Certainly there

r£!IOut the continent o f Europe.
, of F 
rencl 
their , 
more
5®ntin

?hi»!??'le ° f  cheap and easy virtue— the virtue which

eld ¿ r rench
\ ? r thei

is still a fine
Jiff are mor.C rorts ' n ^1's *‘ne a*- home. H alf o f these 
^  5re 0r less dishonest, and nearly all the other; n WIOWUMUOI.) Ulivi V*** —-----------

^ “ ^ n ta lis ts ,  who are alw ays ready to indulge

iv £reat URouncing everybody’s vices but your own. 
to ri>_ 'firnund Burke said that he did not knowV i°d ra

V / awJ. 1 —* uiVUUVIUVllt c
^ ntv^s.m ona.! moralists are prepared to do it at

'th^Se an indictment against a whole nation
i . V 6 professio ‘ "  ................
C°'ten notice.
i>  a ?  and'l'e a$s(

Some of them declare 
that God is chastising her

that France 
for her sins.A fl 4.1 dlCl3L13llJ£ 1 IV1 vv-z». iivi

N i sh, a tu slle is being punished for her lusts of

e <

f i ó

! a' though E n glan d 'w ere all sweet and pure,
V & t  la  ̂ no army of prostitutes, and Piccadilly

n.. Crp “  - * ' ' ..................... ...
V ,  i
‘tf>i.

•»ere o _ _ *
,°Ver. a scene for angels to play the Hallelujah 

affirm that France is being plagued
,  ers l les ° f  Catholicism, while others allege that 

fill)? reHia,.£ay se she has disowned God. Altogether, 
&en), ly harmonious denunciation ; and no 

thî p lcmen who diagnose the disease in this
ÏC, remed " iernselves quite capable of prescribing a

; % S t h y'
' N f e  fix,vt n ,/y 0st Nonsensical o f all these diagnosings 
V°Sf °U. -ly. *he m alady o f France as an abandon- 

i6 th y .it is religion which is at the bottom 
a*d for-'hm fi The scoundrelly Generals who 

o cl) and committed even darker crimes, 
ent man in frightful torture, are all

Ï C 4
an ¡.'fk 'c d , and committed even darker crimes,

a athop°C e n t----- --  -r-l v— v—  oro nil

Ï3 *
r\CUrinin„ ̂ .ehind every one of them stands a 

OtC11 the nu *ather confessor o f H oly Mother 
\  >'lko °nents r6r the champions of Dreyfus,

p' A fe de^a° t  M ilitarism, are principally 
m, «’ '  ^metip'V’ *ncteed> are Protestants, but men 

y48. eau> Guyot, Gohier, Mirabeau, and

Jaurès are pronounced Freethinkers. Picquart himself 
seems to be an “  unbeliever.”

W hen the verdict o f the Rennes court-martial is 
looked upon with a critical eye, it is seen to be a 
distinct advance. W e should not be surprised to learn 
that it w as really arranged by the Generals themselves, 
in order to cover their retreat and prevent their further 
disgrace. W hen one considers the m atter calmly, it 
w as scarcely to be expected that seven subordinate 
officers should return a verdict which would virtually 
brand their superior officers as liars and rascals ; and 
that is what they would have done if they had acquitted 
Dreyfus. But tw o of the seven refused to vote for a 
verdict o f Guilty, while the other five agreed to a rider 
of “ extenuating circum stances.” This w as absurd in 
itself, but it prepared the w ay for action by the Govern­
ment, m aking it possible for the President to sign a free 
pardon without flying in the face of the Army. Such a 
termination of the Dreyfus case is not exactly ideal. 
Poetical justice requires the condemnation and punish­
ment of wretches like Esterhazy, Du Paty D e Clam, 
and Mercier. But poetical justice is not often accom ­
plished in this world, however it may be “ elsew here.”  
Probably the Government does not feel strong enough to 
do more than liberate Dreyfus. T o  carry the w ar into the 
camp of the Generals m ight be too difficult and dangerous. 
Moreover, it seems a little too merciless to w age 
battle any longer over the “ poor rag  o f a body ” of 
the ex-prisoner o f the D evil’s Island. One man is 
not called upon to suffer infinitely even in the holiest 
of causes. One feels that an end should be put to the 
awful martyrdom of that hapless victim of injustice, 
that his remnant o f life should be restored to his wife 
and family, that the months or years left him should be 
filled with comfort and peace. After all, a wom an’s 
heart does not yearn so much for poetical justice ; she 
thinks first o f her husband and children ; and Madame 
Dreyfus has gone through so much misery, with such 
noble fortitude, shielding her boy and girl from the 
world’s hard frown, that common humanity calls for a 
cessation of her martyrdom. One can hardly think of 
her without feelings almost too deep for words or tears. 
It is before such a woman that men bow in adoration. 
Compared with her devotion to her husband’s honor, 
and her children’s fair name, what is usually called love 
is no more than glittering foam on the surface of life. 
Great calamities have sometimes this compensation, that 
they reveal the loftier possibilities o f human nature, and 
invest our conception o f it with a new dignity.

W h at will happen after the Dreyfus affair is a subject 
which I shall treat in my lecture at the Athenæum Hall 
this evening (September 24). It is really too vast to be 
dealt with at the close o f this article. Those who think 
the danger is over do not know the situation. The hatred 
of the Jews, which is an historic tradition am ongst 
Catholics, is still being worked for all it is worth by the 
so-called Nationalists— that is to say, the party of 
reaction, o f imperialism, of monarchy, of militarism, 
and of Catholic supremacy. One key-fact o f the 
Dreyfus case is that he was the first Jew who found 
his w ay on the General Staff. No doubt a scapegoat 
was wanted by the real traitors, but the selection of 
Dreyfus was very largely determined by his belonging 
to the hated race of Israel. It w as calculated that he 
would find no friends. Further, it was the policy of the 
Jesuits behind the General Staff to weed out all but 
Catholics from the headquarters of the French Arm y ; 
and the Jews were the w orst o f heretics, since they 
descended from the people who crucified Christ. This 
must be borne in mind by those who wish to understand
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the Dreyfus affair. M. Gohier, one of the boldest of 
the fighting Republicans and Freethinkers, gives some 
notable particulars of this anti-Jewish crusade in France 
and her colonies. His article in the current number o f the 
National Review  is sad reading. J ews in Algiers are beaten 
and pillaged, their women flogged and outraged, and 
their old people assaulted in the streets. “  A  whole 
com m unity,”  M. Gohier says, “  are hunted like wild 
beasts.”  A t Nantes, Toulouse, and Avignon there is a 
renewal o f the scenes of the W hite Terror o f 1815. A t 
Orleans a Catholic captain insults and shoots another 
captain because he is a J evv. A Jewish non-commissioned 
officer is killed at St. Germains by sabre-cuts with the 
authority of his colonel. Invisible hands write Maison 
Juive  on the dwellings o f Jew s, or on those of 
Christians suspected o f any sym pathy with them. M. 
Labori’s house w as covered with these murder-marks. 
W hile such things occur, and the cry of “  Death to the 
Jew s ”  is heard in all parts of France, it is evident that 
the fire of fanaticism is still burning vigorously, and that 
the flames may easily spread from one set o f victim s to 
another ; for the Catholic Church has never regretted 
the St. Bartholom ew m assacres, and has never ceased 
longing for the re-establishment o f the Inquisition. 
W ould it not be better, then, if those who talk about 
“  punishing ”  France would sympathise with the party 
o f freedom and progress who are tryin g to prevent her 
ruin ?

G. W . F oote.

The Future of the Church.
M ost readers of the Freethinker are fam iliar with the 
past history o f the Church. T h ey know  too well how 
she has fostered ignorance, stifled free inquiry, opposed 
scientific investigation, and placed herself against the 
general advancement o f the people. O f course, it is 
not here contended that the Church has done no good, 
for, having closed all other channels o f usefulness, the 
few advantages conferred upon society in past ages were 
compelled to come through the medium of the Church. 
But so antagonistic w as she to all secular progress that 
the reforms she was compelled to grant were delayed as 
long as possib le; and, when at last they were given, they 
were deprived of much of their intrinsic value. These 
facts are so well known to students of history that there 
is no need of referring to them more fully on this occa­
sion.

The Church o f the present is not so great an impedi­
ment to human progress as w as her predecessor, simply 
because her power for evil has been crippled, and, to 
save her own existence, she is forced to “  assume a 
virtue [of reform] if  she has it not.”  N o longer is she 
accepted as a guide in mundane affairs ; no longer is 
she allowed to crush the liberties o f a nation ; no longer 
is she permitted to deprive the people o f their personal 
freedom ; and no longer has she the power to prevent 
the onward movement o f  those elements which promote 
and consolidate social happiness. Torn asunder by 
internal divisions, and weakened by external criticism, 
the Church o f to-day has to change her policy, and 
endeavor, as far as possible, to harmonise her conduct 
with modern requirements. A lthough, in our opinion, 
from the very nature o f her constitution and teachings, 
she can never be a trustw orthy servant of civilisation, 
yet she can be made, with her wealth and vast organisa­
tion, useful to a certain extent. A t any rate, we hope 
that the principles o f Freethought, which are so exten­
sively perm eating the religious bodies, will render the 
Church of the future impotent as a formidable opponent 
to human advancement.

W e may note that there is not only a distinction, but 
a difference, between the future o f the Church and the 
Church o f the future. A s an institution, no doubt, the 
Church will continue to e x is t ; it requires, however, but 
little prophetic sagacity  to foresee that its character will 
be entirely changed. Y ears ago, in his Conduct o f  Life, 
Emerson pointed this out. In his opinion, the time will 
come when the Church will be based on moral science 
and ethical law. If such a period should arrive, the 
Church will require a very different definition to what is 
now given it. It should certainly be gratifyin g  to every

friend of progress to know that theology, with its mu 
tudinous evils ; that creeds and dogm as, with their fo11 , 
and absurdities; and that teachings impracticable ^  
injurious to human welfare, will be discarded. Butnu ? 
we solid grounds for believing that this will occur. 
Frankly, we think not— that is, within the Cburĉ  
Changes will take place and modifications will 
made, but superstition is too deeply rooted in cer 
minds, and the pecuniary interests o f priests, cle 
and ministers o f all denominations are too ffreai er 
allow us to believe that the Church will ever be altog® 
free from the superstition that has hitherto impaire j 
usefulness. The most that we can hope for lS ^ 
Freethought will emancipate some of the victims 
have been held in mental bondage by the s âC¡eSt- 
imposed upon them by the Church, and that P ^
craft will be deprived of its power to practise)

- - - the a110
the

The position here taken— that in some form the C--̂  ^

opposed, its pernicious machinations upon the „ 
o f the w eak and credulous members of the n

I

will continue to exist, but that its teachings w tj,e 
changed and modified— is supported by an article  ̂
current number of the Nineteenth Century, e ¡,y 
“ The Future o f the Christian R eligion,” w rit^.^5 
the Rev. Dr. Percival, o f America. The ' 
desire is to return to the “ undivided Church m ' ^^5 
as it existed before the sixteenth century.’ ..¡ded 
not mean the Roman Catholic, but the “ l|lH1 ^ilJ 
Anglican Church. Such a return, he considers» tjjji 
be a remedy for the confusion into which l’ rotes * ^u5: 
has fallen in these days. He states his c:lŜ notber;
“ Thinkin g men are being led in one way or . ¡¡o'
Either, feeling the shallowness and unsatisfacto ^¡¡g 
the creed they once held, they are in their h ear^ J cnl) 
up Christianity altogether as the one, true, ,js to 
saving- relirrion : or else thev are looking back ,

andue, >■* — >
savin g religion ; or else they are looking bad ... 
the days when the Church w as undivided, "  £liiim 
presented to the çnemy an unbroken front— to t 1

sbe

as she w as when she converted the nation s; a° turi> 
are asking them selves the question : Can we not r c|i 
in doctrine and practice to the standard of the '̂  ^  
° f  that day— the Church o f the (Ecum enical Co ^  
anti the Fathers ; the Church free alike from the an>-' 
tions and superstitions and vagaries o f R°nl 
Geneva, o f  Trent and o f W itten berg ?” «P1

It would be most interesting to us to leagy1 ], .v 
date in the history o f Protestantism  such a G»“ p t  
ttie reverend D octor here describes really exisl^ 
supposition that at any period the believers m frf 
tmmty were undivided in their belief, and "  
from superstition, is without the slightest f ° f f 0f  ll’ 
iact. Alm ost immediately after the incept*0 t0pli^• the f s_ feSuI(-reSab'Anglican Church she became divided, and tlie^ e 
ment of the many Nonconform ist sects "  Shiite 
Certain it is that history is silent as to_the fin . 
verting nations at that period. It •? s.a“ to 
gentleman of the D octor’s position vvishn e*1̂ ,  
to an age o f  intellectual darkness, s?.c\ ‘a ‘‘• " . . .  .  - ,,ndlVlaC „̂ itlbefore the sixteenth century7. An un 
presenting an un

Wa i m  c e n t u r y .  r»“  - ,_,v. ’ -I
broken front to the ftie ?r ‘'ay , “ “ s  “ •* oirnnteea in \ efSe

it existed to-day, restore a state ot sot ,£ o0 ad' .^ov’ 
man would be allowed to express an °P' arjeS, " 0 
that held by his theological conternpo thr°''. qa111 
being placed in peril o f ostracism, of ^yhat a<̂ LoV'.$ 
prison, or of being burnt at the stake. ^  llS vv vje'' 
prospect Dr. Percival holds out to thos jg3( t|ii'
l„„„h . ____ _____ ____ and to Pr01 af

ll

future will be based upon the *ffI1A ’uS to

learnt to exercise our reason, and of
ar re " 
thatFortunately, there is no danger that th nCe, (fLg ■ h,

the iffn.orac to

ic a iu i  lu e x c lu d e  uui iCtiMui, ti**— Vcriotl u
that are opposed to the p o p u l a r C b ^ j y ,  ^lUltllC Will UC UdbCU UJJUL1 IlS 1 K
cruelty o f the past. It must be
have studied* history that no undivide ^ ilirch> uyj 
any more than a Roman Catholm ejccep
m n i n t a i n p H  a c  a n  a n t h n r i t V  ill TcUpmaintained as an authority in r e +ue pafe j0fO&’ t to 
and fraud. All churches must b e .Uaft\r a ,
------------- ------y , -------—  - . Uii- the* .\T*
if they are undivided and present,*^^ th® uS

' P(i 1 'fOrCjitheir enemies. If  the desire to gtored 
conditions o f the sixteenth centui) frvtflt1*' 0{ <e ypr 
general, we should alm ost despai]. 0wlediZe 
In such a case the accumulated " t o soJvtj ,  u-Cpfi'
generations, which has enabled uS„ arativ $cep£l 
portant problems, would be .^ °nslIprei11®’ 
Intolerance would once more reign
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'vitl*  ̂ Plnd but favor, and the battle o f science
1 religious bigotry would have to be fought again, 

p m°.ngf other things which Dr. Percival seeks to 
relP 1S-’ ^lat 111 civ'l 'secl nations the Roman Catholic 
0f )̂0n 1s m aking no headw ay, and that the doctrines 
ass 6 Protestant Reformers are being rejected. He 
p0rtl that in France, Belgium , and Spain the pro- 
lo\ve°n practising Romanists to the population is 
Hot r lban *t w as a  century ago, and that things areITlllr*!-» 1 . . • t 4 r~r41 •

Italy. This
Hot " ,a“ u  w as a centnry ago, and that thing 
^ « h  better in Italy. This we regard as good 
txc. h a s ,  however, discovered what to him is 
Sadde shocking. It is this : “  But perhaps the
Cath ,r all sights is the spectacle presented by
nujpb lc France, Belgium , and Spain. The vast 
only 6r men ln each of these countries who are not 
to Qb'4?*; Practising Catholics, but are actually hostile 
To t, ristlanity in any form, is positively appalling.” 
it ¡s ,e rev- gentleman probably it is so ; but to us 
'°sino-il| 'Vefcorne indication that the M other Church is 
once'tu.101".su.PP°rters, and that many of those who were 
their; ? y,ctims of superstition have been delivered from 
. Bad Ileciual bondage.
‘a the aS tbl.n8fs are, from the D octor’s point o f view, 
Mierec° Untries named, he points to Protestant nations 
of the nerson s are not required to believe in the words 
’"ade Prayers they utter, and to other people, who are 
HeVe° r<jPeat the A postles’ Creed, in which they do not 
\  <! refers to Philadelphia, U .S .A ., where, he 
Npits iriany Protestant ministers in the hundreds of
S i c  nd no more interesting and exciting theme for lid,i. unday n . .

>e the
UI man.
nudfcJ1 sh>

Q IK
ounHn o ■■ ~ ~ '

°d t0  ̂ ay Preachments than in show ing the W ord of
°rd of C err*ngf> and often immoral and ridiculous, 

man.” This, o f course, is very painful to the 
gentleman, but to us it is gratifying, inasmuch)YVc fU-i. • •» • • * — •

■ V *0*» that *n tbe tw0 prinefpnf Churches, pro 
hpidl  ̂ Christian, the faith as it w as once taught it 
Aok r Slng  its hold upon the people. This induces

N u - . ve th a t th e  C h u rc h  o f  Hie fn t ..re  enll h»

taught is
-----  ....... .. r ._v_ -..is  induces

3 >lar Ve '■ hat the Church o f the future will be more 
.1 * Pretj 'ln.theological, and in its teachings the natural 
l'sHr>w .̂’aate over the alleged supernatural. Such a 

ation is one “ devoutly to be w ished.”
C h a r le s  W a t t s .

%

*^e Delusion of Freewill.
^  »»

Sa S "  Job
( Continued from  page 596. )

V  > - s nson, “  we know that our will is free,
, " ~ ~ a • s 'iitig nisnner
remarks M ethods 0 / ^  ^  

N a J »  “ against the formidable an Y .g 
evjdence offered for Determines . diate

;r t>'aUn'?Posing  argum ent o f real force aMiberate
u'°h.” n, of consciousness in the moment o thoce
v V S  unfortunately for Dr. Johnson and th o.e 
A \ en^ t h  him, the affirmation o f  cons
T S .  nd it— is, indeed, only the begm n .n ^ ot _t &

a  man’s consciousness c . er his
>4> u saI  as the telling is concerned ; but w h e A e r^ is  
\ s wltb-Ss ls inform ing him accuratel) , . ^
i r ¿ t i l  ^  Province to  inform him concermng the
A  ’ lS °Pca to  very grave doubt. T h e pr v h «. ence vwr...u • *

'vere" 0uid indeed have been an easy matter 
1?. vefS- But needed w as an interrogation o f con- 

’ ’ t.aE the grow th o f science has con?!>, HC ‘Urp-pl • S ‘ UWl.‘ Ol SL1C1ILC UM «.c..-
(j toqn°Ss, 0nV n redressing these obiter dicta of 
' (Nst^tion C °°h s  upon the present testimony as

T th^^r? r°K?ted. w hat has consciousness to say 
‘ 11 n »n the lrnPly this— and one cannot say it

V V ^ s
■‘ij cti

j.vv°rds o f Spinoza— that, when men 
ree, ’ “  their opinion is made up of 

Vvt)ich Tl ° 'Vn actions, and ignorance of 
, V * « ^  testjr are determ ined.”  Conscious- 

! i^telv^ es> a y to the reality o f its own feelings
1 h "tedi ^hscin,1 n°  m°re. All that we are ever ; c>ous Of ------. „  . l ------

;eH y 5  thei
V ?nl

if  or the motive w. --vious o f is the act «sen. tbe causes
6 croC!y determined the act. ness can

a!ed the m otive itselt, conh prolonged 
J  . this can only be know n after P ^  gven

t̂enoa Onsciousness w ould not self-con-
N  < 5 uot » brnin. and no clone

d ever have tau gh t mai

connection between particular mental states and the con­
dition of the liver, the heart, or some other of the bodily 
organs. Indeed, the chief motive of action— habit— lies 
altogether outside the region o f consciousness, because 
by its very nature it is largely unconscious. In most 
cases we act as we have been in the habit o f acting, and 
the sum o f all our previous actions is expressed in our 
character at any given moment. E very action we per­
form lays the foundation of a habit, and with every 
repetition of that action we find its performance easier. 
It is in the region of the unconscious that we have to 
look principally for the determining causes o f conduct, 
and of this vast extent of territory an interrogation of 
consciousness can tell us no more than a ripple on the 
surface o f a river will give us an accurate knowledge of 
its depth.

It is also worthy o f note that this consciousness o f a 
freedom o f choice is strongest with the ignorant and 
untrained. The child, the savage, the criminal, are at 
one upon this point. In an individual’s life it is a 
vanishing quantity, strongest in childhood, weakest 
when maturity has brought him some knowledge of 
himself and the mutual relations existing between him­
self and the world. It is as knowledge grow s that 
possibility becomes sw allow ed up in necessity ; the 
“  may be ”  o f the child is replaced by the “ must be ” 
o f the mature man. The whole aim and tendency 
o f education is to destroy the feeling of uncertainty and 
deliberation in matters of conduct by the grow th of 
habits that shall ensure the carrying on o f desirable 
actions. The most moral man, the man most to be 
trusted, is, after all, not the one who is conscious of 
serious deliberation whether he shall behave honestly 
or dishonestly, but the one who is impelled by every 
fibre in his body to do the right, and who is not con­
scious of any choice in the matter.

A  further objection to Determinism, brought forward 
by Dr. M artineau (Types o f E thical Theory, p. 41), is 
that “ either freewill is a fact or moral judgm ent a 
delusion,”  the reason given being : “  W e could never 
Condemn one turn of act or thought did we not believe 
the agent to have command o f an oth er; and ju st  in 
proportion as we perceive in his temperament or educa­
tion or circumstances the certain preponderance of 
particular suggestions, and the near approach to an 
inner necessity, do we criticise him rather as a natural 
object than as a responsible being, and deal with his 
aberrations as maladies rather than sins.”  To this one 
m ay briefly reply that ethical judgm ents are in no wise’ 
concerned with the question of whether my actions are 
determined by causes beyond my control, or whether 
they are the expression of a “  self-determining ego." 
Actions are either beneficial or injurious ; and whether 
those actions are the arbitrary expression o f an autono­
mous will, or the necessary expression of a particular 
organisation, in no sense lessens our desire to encourage 
one set and discourage the other. Moral judgm ents are 
concerned with two sets o f facts, and two only— the 
sentiments that lead to action, and the effects o f that 
action on self and society. All that lies beyond is a 
question of psychology on the one hand, and of 
sociology on the other. But, no matter how such 
sentiments are generated, their existence is a fact, their 
effect on society is another fa c t ; and, as praise or blame, 
reward or punishment, may have their due influence in 
inducing desirable sentiments and securing desirable 
conduct, there is here sufficient warranty for the exercise 
of one or the other, or both.

The same writer also contends (Types o f Ethical 
Theory, pp. 34-5). first, that the “  moral life dwells 
exclusively in the voluntary sphere,” and that “ the 
impulses of spontaneous action do not constitute 
character.”  The latter statement is so far untrue that 
it is only the “  impulses of spontaneous action ” that do 
really constitute and express the character of the 
in lividual. It is, to my mind, unquestionable that we 
are far more likely to get an expression o f a man s real 
character in a spontaneous outburst ot feeling than we 
are from actions that are the result o f lengthy delibera­
tion or reasoned choice. And of the first statement all 
that need be said is that, if it were true, it would involve 
the curious paradox that all moral development renders 
men less moral. For nothing is more certain than that 
actions persisted in constitute and create habits, and that 
all actions that spring from habit may be performed
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autom atically, an d , unconsciously. So that, on these 
lines, we eventually reach the paradoxical position that 
they whose m orality is the expression of their whole 
organisation are less w orthy than they who can only 
do right after a lengthened struggle with other and less 
worthy impulses, and that, consequently, the most 
moral men habitually lead the least moral lives.

Butthe greatestobjection to Determinism is based more 
upon penal grounds than upon any other. “ A  plain m an,” 
says Sidgw ick, “  does not naturally inquire whether he
is ‘ free ’ or not to seek his own g o o d ........But, when his
conduct is compared with a code to the violation of 
which punishments are attached, the question whether he 
really could obey the rule by which he is judged  is 
obvious and inevitable, since, if he could not, it seems 
contrary to our sense o f justice to punish him .” *

N ow, punishment can only be contrary to our sense of 
justice— granting the truth o f Determinism— so long as 
we regard it as wholly retrospective. If punishment 
begins and ends with past action, then it is naturally 
revolting to punish a man when we recognise that his 
whole organisation, environment, and training inevitably 
issued in the conduct we condemn. But rational punish­
ment is not retrospective at all, except in so far as retro­
spection is necessary to indicate the nature of the defect 
that is to be remedied. W e  say, as Determ inists, that 
a man’s stealing w as the expression of his character ; 
and, as all action is determined by character, in that 
sense the stealing w as inevitable. But we also say, as 
Determ inists, that, in so far as man is a  reasonable 
being, he is capable o f appreciating the results o f par­
ticular actions, and it is upon this principle that praise 
or blame, punishment or reward, are meted out. As 
Mr. Melrose puts i t : “ The adjective ‘ responsible,’ as 
applied to action, means a ‘ rational ’ action, the action
of one who is capable o f appreciating consequences.......
Y ou  say that, according to our doctrine, given the set 
o f motives the man had at the time, he could not have 
acted otherwise than he did. Quite true. N ow  we add 
other m otives— we m ake him aw are o f the reality and 
unpleasantness o f the measures o f restraint which we 
intend to adopt— and this will recast the balance of 
motives to his future conduct.”

One m ight g o  even further, and say that it is only on 
lines o f Determinism that punishment can receive any 
ethical justification at all. If punishment is not to act 
as a m otive to secure right conduct in the future, it 
becomes a mere act o f revenge, degrading both those 
who suffer and those who inflict the suffering. If, on 
the contrary, the object o f punishment is to secure the 
performance of desirable conduct, the m otive theory of 
the will is admitted, and, when the time for action has 
arrived, the “ will ”  must have lost its original freedom, 
since it is now determined by the thoughts o f pains and 
penalties ahead. On lines o f Determinism, punishment 
has its justifiable place in so c io lo g y ; it is one o f the 
methods by means of which we seek to train character 
in a desired direction ; on any other conception of human 
nature it is the mere expression and cause of brutalisa­
tion.

The advocate o f “ freewill ”  calls in the testim ony of 
consciousness to his assistance. M ay the Determinist 
not, with far greater reason, call as a witness the com ­
mon experience o f mankind ? D o not people in ordinary 
life act as though Determinism were an established fact? 
In estim ating a man’s probable conduct in the future we 
reason confidently from his behavior in the p a s t ; in 
studying historical events we all argue from the per­
formance o f certain actions, the presence of particular 
motives ; we urge the value o f education as a method 
o f training character, o f good food and pure air as pre­
venting demoralisation ; we urge our children to avoid 
evil companions, because o f their evil influence on their 
nature. W h at is all this but a practical admission of 
all that the Determ inist holds ? The possibility of 
self-culture, the whole commerce o f daily life, are 
dependent upon the assumption that the same motives 
lead to the same actions, that these motives are the 
necessary outcome o f man’s heredity, education, and 
environment, and that we can, by takin g certain steps, 
now determine our conduct in the future.

And, finally, is this hypothetical entity “  will ” any­
thing more than a mere survival o f the “  wills ”  and

souls ” that our 
animated nature ?

less
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belie''educated ancestors 
earlier generations the "'°rl 

w as literally alive. T h e stars, the sun, the moon,1 
“ whole choir o f heaven and furniture of earth,” 11 ;i1 
credited with breathing the same life that pulsated 
the human body, One by one these mysterl , 
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e first was a story o f rustic life, and, am ong other 
ngs, described how a certain sensible Farm er Grey 

'^proved his land by m anuring and draining it. “ If

Ehe book which I rejected contained three stories

>3
'!

°d willS)” he said, with pious inconsequence, "  ere 
exan| years go  by it will yield good crops.”  Y et the 
and ent resu**- w as manifestly the w ork of the guano, 
l n°t of God at all. Farm er Grey advised his neigh- 
r s to fill Up their cesspools. “ I have a notion,” 
p arked  the farmer to a poor village dame, “ that God 
that • sme^s come out ° f  such muck just to show us 
air ’ i'- We Breathe them, they will do us harm ; the bad

vniCn COmP« n u t  n f  Hia  m n r t  m i v a c  vm fli fliA  ait- «70
Î e alw£m ays taking into our insides, and that makes us 
o^.^ou had one child die last summer of fever, and 
q0(j,Is uow ill.”  This is a very thin species of theology. 
villa S

, --------— ---J  .
Dacl smells would have continued to carry off the

¿ ^ .P o p u la t io n  if Farm er Grey had not stepped in 
n0t J"s homely fragm ents of science. Sanitation is 
be», ke *east o f the enemies of the God-idea. People 
tj-ph . |° rsee so clearly the direct connection between
nealtl1<d f®ver and dirt, and between cleanliness and 
less * fhe divine intervention appears to be less and 
^ l l e d  for. It has yet to be proved that soap, 
‘’niaj *-he aid o f heaven, is powerless to remove a 
the ' Nor does it seem likely that heaven could remove
anti' niut if unassisted bv soap. If, however, heaven 

u soap
'thinkq.» - ■ - - r — j  - ---------- ; ----------~ ~ o ------------J

s°ldief Ves us this full-length portrait o f a Christian

“ T
y0 James, who had been taught to pray when lie was 
t,u nS> became a man of prayer. Yes ; the dark, sun- 

vnt, fierce-looking soldier prayed every day, morning

0ne tlv P aPPea*‘ to be unrelated agencies, what must 
book ,'rnk ° f  battle and prayer ? Our theological story-

n* . . o 1— j  - - - j — j , — -̂--- o
ll5nt, lying' down or marching ; and often in the 

of battle, while bullets were flying about, shells 
the •urst>ngi and round shot were whistling through 

j “fliers'” dde rcad the Bible, too, and spoke of it to

4 ^le late-lamented Blondiri managed to cook 
ckoP while standing ou a tight-rope which 

*»s * ‘
l>. i i i iv  o u u iu m ^  vui a  vv iiil.ii

 ̂ •’Pended over the Falls o f N iagara. But this 
,'̂ lfm Vei7  fifth-rate performance compared with the 
S i o ^ m e s ’s capacity for carrying on system atic 
r°ttul S]'S 111 the midst o f a storm of bullets, shells, and 
N e r' ! ot ; I am not surprised that the intense effort 

him “ fierce-looking.”  But I am very much 
3  tin,c° kn°w  what he could have prayed about all 

'vit ' ^ f ° r peace, he must have had more faith
'Jffer.;,., tt for his own safety, he must have been an

P n g I can only suppose he must have
V P raying for an explanation o f the fact that he, 
i'sisr  a follower o f a teacher who counselled non- 
H in, Ce’ should have become a sunburnt, iieice- 
sfieli- v* soldier, promenading amid round-shot and
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■r̂ -,o0, ^ ’ which w as so intelligently read by the 
James, frequently turns up in these pages. 

V * of 'r S*'0r  ̂ 'n l’*16 collection narrates the adven- 
O'ty-se ° m Truem an, the sailor.
0 tjl h''[Cl' aiK' more wonders o f the world, and, amid
% \ uW-,F

Tom  sees the

frequently meets the Bible— a book which 
q ° ‘ bells the children, w as “ written by G od’s 

ir. 11 a certain Pacific island Tom  and his com-
S b > « n t e r  some natives, whom they suspect of 
tv c|'iefSlTl ’ but they are reassured when they find that 
5 h rcads, every day, the Bible “ in his own l.ui- 

VVe « • • • -  -

1/

iVVe E n glish  ought to envy t '1'- ĉ ’ tongue 
( h ^ o  not possess the Bible m
¿ S ^ r i Q i i s  that there are h u ge  P which are 
¿ V l  -Version (and even ot the Kc• the street.
'y"-) f0y "'comprehensible to the > ‘ Isaiah

sa m p le , the follow ing verse from 

n flie , y that sanctify themselves, and P ¿ tlng swine’s
^  gardens behind one tree in the m b j all be con-

k  sV d ?U the abomination, and the mouse,
>  u togotheri saith the Lord.

shopkeeper or C ity  clerk « o u  the ex . 
Cii%lsby this dark verbiage. _ \ P pecufiar
% sUpe 'vhose digestive faculties a e with-

training, can assim ilate such p a ^ a g
J O  The nkrrator o f Tom  rru em an s P ^  
\ ci> not name the portions . I have

nWQt , Pacific islanders gav e  specn - > j te and
'1(lered if  the missionaries g ive a con P

A

unabridged translation of the Bible to their Fijian and 
other converts ; and, assum ing that they do so, I wonder 
still more how the Fijians, etc., meet the literary problems 
which have taxed the ingenuities of European critics.

The third story in this objectionable book entertains 
the juveniles with accounts of the labors and hair­
breadth escapes o f Canadian settlers, and the tale winds 
up with an expression of thanks to God “ for having 
brought them to a country where their industry and 
perseverance had been so fully rewarded.” This is 
truly an insolent sort o f ethics. A  fair-dealing deity 
would reward industry in any country whatsoever. 
Honest work should, from the point o f view o f abstract 
morality, alw ays receive its meed. God has no right to 
make capricious acknowledgm ent of virtue. In Paradise 
or in the desert labor should be alike blessed.

Juvenile literature is flooded with these obsolete and 
w orse than Egyptian view s o f life and nature. Parents 
should refuse to purchase, or place in the hands of their 
children, books which contain antiquated doctrines of 
Providence, prayer, and revelation. Booksellers and 
publishers would take the hint. F. J. Gould.

Acid Drops.
R rv . W illiam  P ierce, preaching at the West Hampstead 
Congregational Church on “ The Moral Lessons of the Dreyfus 
Case,” had the effrontery to say that “ most of the defenders 
of Dreyfus were Protestants.” There are certainly some 
Protestants, like Pressensé, fighting for Dreyfus ; but the 
most conspicuous and energetic friends of that unhappy man 
are Freethinkers ; such men, for instance, as Zola, Clemenceau, 
Mirabeau, Gohier, Guyot, and Jaurès. Probably the Rev. 
William Pierce reckons all Frenchmen who are not Catholics 
as Protestants. But that only shows his ignorance.

This reverend gentleman also hoped that Dreyfus would be 
the means of winning gentler treatment for the Jews through­
out Europe. He also trusted that “ the case would yet reveal 
the workings of Christ to all the world.” Vicarious atone­
ment again ! God has poor Dreyfus tortured in order to 
create sympathy with the Jews. That appears to be the 
divine method, according to the Rev. William Pierce ; but, if 
a man were to act in this way, he would be an object of 
execration.

It is amusing to hear the Rev. Hugh Price Hughes 
denounce the “ perjurers apd forgers” of the French General 
Staff. One would imagine that Mr. Hughes himself had a 
perfectly clean record, whereas on several occasions he has 
been proved to have kept at a very' respectful distance from 
the truth. ___

Naturally this vehement sentimentalist joins at the top of 
his voice in the cry for boycotting the Paris Exhibition. He 
does not pause to reflect that if every country- that had com­
mitted a great crime were boycotted, no two nations would 
be holding any intercourse with each other. Nor does he 
stop to think whether it is wise and just to punish the 
innocent with the guilty. There are hundreds, thousands, 
of Frenchmen who have made a more gallant fight for 
Dreyfus, truth, and justice than Mr. Hughes has made for 
anything in the whole course of his life.

“ Hubert ” of the Sunday Chronicle— that is to say, Mr. 
Hubert Bland, the Fabian Socialist— contributed to the last 
number of that journal a long and in some respects inter­
esting article on the Dreyfus case. In the course of it, how­
ever, there was some great nonsense about the Catholic 
Church in France. “ French Catholics,” according to Mr. 
Bland, “ have suffered bitter things at the hands of the 
Republican Government. They have been plundered, out­
raged, and insulted. Successive ministries, men of Panama, 
have gone out of their way to inflict wound after wound upon 
Christian susceptibilities. Attempts have been made, with 
official cognisance, to teach Atheism in schools, where the 
Christian symbols have been torn down from the walls in the 
sight of little children. The French Catholics would be 
something more or less than human did they not seek any 
and every opportunity of hitting back at their tyrants.”

Mr. Bland has evidently been listening to loose Catholic 
cackle, or he has been drawing upon his own imagination. 
There is not a word of truth in the whole of this diatribe 
against the French Government, except in the passage relat­
ing to Catholic symbols in the public schools. It is true that 
the Government has prevented Catholic teachers from putting 
up Christian pictures, crosses, and madonnas, in the schools 
which belong to the nation, and in which the children of
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parents of all varieties of religious and irreligious opinion 
have to be educated. But to complain of this as an act of 
injustice is very strange on the part of a Socialist who once 
stood as a “ secular education ” candidate for a seat on the 
London School Board. As for the rest of Mr. Bland’s diatribe, 
we tell him—and defy him to prove the contrary— that it is 
falsehood and rubbish. The Catholics cry out that they are 
ill-used when they are prevented from domineering over 
Protestants and Freethinkers ; and that is all there is in it.

No attempt has been made, for instance, to teach Atheism 
in the French schools. In some cases, as in Paris, religious 
words, such as God, have been cut out of the school-books, 
on the ground that if teachers explain such words to their 
scholars they cannot help imparting either religious or 
irreligious instruction. But this is not teaching Atheism. 
It is merely banishing religion from the public schools— the 
schools of the nation, the schools of all denominations, and 
therefore of no denomination. No doubt Mr. Bland has a 
sneaking love for Catholicism, as he has for Militarism and 
Conservatism, but he might express his affection a little less 
crudely.

Why on earth does not the Lord Chancellor, or somebody 
whose duty it is, send round to all magistrates’ courts a copy 
of the proper form of affirmation under Bradlaugh’s Oaths 
Act? Only the other day, at Porth Police Court, Mr. Frederick 
Heyward, visiting inspector of the Muller’s Orphanage Insti­
tution, was called as a witness, and, on his applying to take 
the affirmation instead of the oath, the Clerk stated that they 
had not the form in court. Mr. Heyward then proceeded to 
say that he would tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth. This, however, did not satisfy Sergeant 
Edwards, who demanded that the witness should go through 
the regular formality, which the worthy officer furnished on 
a slip of paper. And this is what it was : “ I swear by the 
Almighty God that I answer at the great Day of Judgment 
that I speak the truth, etc., etc.” The witness said he did 
not know it was necessary to swear in making an affirmation, 
but he read out the formula before him, and then gave evidence. 
It was a most ridiculous farce, and such scenes should be put 
an end to.

Alexander Gray, wearing the Salvation Army uniform, was 
summoned at Bournemouth for arrears on an order for the 
maintenance of his wife. In his pious and playful way he 
declared that the voice of the Lord told him not to pay, but 
the magistrate called it a poor excuse and sent him to prison 
for a month. The voice of the magistrate is more important 
than the voice of God in these cases.

Sir Archibald Geikie, the eminent geologist, addressing the 
geological section of the British Association at Dover, said 
that one hundred million years would suffice for that small 
portion of the earth’s history which is registered in the stratified 
rocks of its crust. What price Genesis and its six thousand 
years now ?

Some of the American clergy affect to see the hand of God 
in the sudden death of Colonel Ingersoll. But they don’t 
seem to see the hand of God in the sudden death of Christian 
ministers. Only the other day we noticed two cases of this 
kind in one morning newspaper. Rev. W. H. Langworthy, 
chaplain to the Lambeth Workhouse, fell down dead in the 
Clapham-road ; and the Rev. W. J. Lowenberg, rector of 
Penshaw, near Durham, died suddenly in the midst of divine 
service at St. Mary’s Parish Church, Whitby.

The following letter, written by a Christian minister to the 
Chicago Times-Herald, speaks for itself:—

“ D ea r  S ir ,— In your valuable editorial, ‘ The Hopeless 
Scene at Colonel Ingersoll’s Bier,’ printed Sunday, July 30, 
you had little thought of inflicting distress upon a far-off and 
insignificant individual, but so it is. I have in my little 
church household a few admirers and distant followers of 
Ingersoll, who, without intent, give me hours and hours of 
uneasiness for their souls. (May God have mercy on them !) 
One of them reads to me your quotation from the Omaha 
World-Herald and your comment thereon: ‘ There is no 

answer  ̂ to these questions in the empty “ logic ” of the 
Agnostic,’ and the conclusion of yourarticle : ‘ The unbeliever’s 
death may be beautiful and painless to him. But to those he 
leaves behind ? Let the scene at the bier of Ingersoll answer.’

“ Now, these  ̂ followers of Ingersoll place before me the 
antithesis of this, recalling a funeral scene occurring in our 
little church but a few days before Ingersoll’s death. They 
ask honestly Mr. McWilliams, if the scene at Ingersoll’s 
bier represents the eternal loss to the wife and daughters of 
this unbeliever, please tell us what was represented around 
the coffin of your brother Strumlich, whom we buried last 
week from your church, whose widow and daughters and 
sons, strong, full-grown men, and all, like the deceased, 
thoroughly consistent Christians all their lives, now had to 
be removed by the united force of friends in order to permit 
the undertaker to finish his work? When the piercing 
shrieks and awful screams which revealed their grief shocked

the entire assemblage, and the persistent swoon of 0 
daughter and one son threw us all into the liveliest fear ,| 
the result ? Now, what was represented there ? Plea ê -u 
us.’ I acknowledge inability to reply— this entire falVi 
being intimately known as actual ‘ pillars of the C,hur  ̂
whose faith in the promises of God was as near h'{e, 
typical ‘ grain of mustard seed ’ as any I ever encounters . 
a long life of preaching and criticising religious Pr'nCA|i 
Who will, through God, come to my relief? I’rayer 
yours, (R e v .) W illiam  M cW illiam '

“Liberal, Kan.”

An Austrian astronomer states that next year a c011ieJ i  
buck the earth into kingdom come, and toss it disernb0" '^  
to fertilise the furrows of space. Some Christadelph«p.s t|,e 
Bournemouth seem already to have espied this comet >■ . t|,e 
shape of a red star in the heavens. That being one .°sa;d, 
signs of the millennium, the local Christadelphians, it 1 ,£II], 
determined to cease business and take passages tojeru 
It was even hinted that a prominent Christadelpl113* teJ 
already departed wearing a new suit of clothes and 111 eCte<! 
on a black horse ! As the “ end of the world ” was eX"j,ave 
to take place last Saturday, it is obvious there mus 
been some mistake in the calculations.— — • 1 j]iJ

Here is a little believer safe for a golden harp f°r 'v J1
has graduated with a “ mouf organ.” At an inquest “v. p

what t !Stratford “ the kid ” was asked : “ Do you know w , j ¡pyoa 
tell the truth?” Witness: “ Yus.” The Coroner „̂,-oHeri1 lie i_.orunci ■ r ..gpc-
tell a lie, what then ?” Witness : “ Go to ’ell.” The rpjjen 
“ What happens if you tell the truth ?” Witness : ^
am safe for ’eaven, guv’nor.” His evidence was accep

There is a freedom from cant about the a!1'.
which makes that journal much more readable ty) 
other Church paper. Relative to the requirement ^  -fl it» 
incumbent that we should kneel at prayers, the C.  ̂
latest issue, says : “ Unless kneelers are of a Spa‘e t 
kneeling becomes vivisection, and to pray in tort11 . ti 
saintly, but is a difficult feat to perform. To resp0̂  a [liv­
ery, Sursum corda, one ought to forget that sue 
as one’s body exists; but if muscles, bones, sine' > 
and all the rest of it, are aching, how can one ? ¡t

eflsÛ e
Some while ago Mark Twain wanted rest, and to ¿j-oU1 

he left the United States for England. He to0j eSpropHe took s0̂ o ^ i
to hide from his acquaintance the place where ne 1’
immure himself. His friends wearied of the s  ̂ w'r0j ’'m i m u i c  u iu ia c ii.  n i b  m e n u s  w e a i i c u  — ,• \v*- j

cerning him, and Bronson Howard, the drajna _ 
letter addressed “ Mark Twain, God-knows-wnei^i• . rjty 1 u
It was no small testimonial to ___
the letter was delivered. Mark Twain at once*J
considered it fortunate Mr. fio  ward had

lilt 
ft!

nèv*

Mark Twain s ^ 3  t ^ fK

he 
oul̂ j ?

a c c e p t * ^

Twain) by means of an appeal to the Almighty 
had been directed ‘ Devil-knows-where,’ it 
reached me.” The challenge was at_ once autyfj ¡¡iC°: 
may be added that Mark Twain’s prediction Pr0 ¿t

to tilt t'l’f l t y  

Vve c

A little American girl is very much up 
her prayers, the other night, after the usuillt.g g-n 
loved ones, she added : “ And please, Lord, ta ^ lie15uuueu . » mu pivctov, — VOU *
yourself, too, for if anything should happe11to } anJ 
have anyone but Mr. McKinley to depend up' ’ 
doing as well as papa expected.” 1 fti<

___ oseCtl 1
A hairdresser at Wolverhampton has *3CĈ 0psidcrf 15 

exercising his business on the Lord’s Day-  ̂ j]airdreS* ‘ 
cussion took place on the point whether a <efeiida'Ly D.,, 
tradesman. The stipendiary decided that 
tradesman, as he had sold a stick out jerthyr>fgsio t̂ 
years ago. A small fine was imposed. , . a “ pr . ,*3 Fr 
Lewis, who set up the defence that he w® sl1‘DIlr’

- fined nveman, and not a tradesman, was 
similar offence. to r? $

Contemptible cant is the only phrase a il j^t tj1 cSKi
. -------- ‘ -r  -1- -------  — >c works-utterances of sky-pilots on Kipling’s WOI.‘'T  obscf  rCP‘‘' 

call to mind all the stark, staring, s^oC, ’s P *etf’ 
Old Testament, and then listen to the hyl giplifS t5?‘ ^  
of the Pharisees who sit in judgment ‘ r:can ,.5 itypr 
tions. The Rev. W. W. Rand, of the Am1“* ’s #’0j 
says : “  I would not have Rudyard ‘v ‘" sChool- f °Ul < 
library, and certainly not in my Supu > y o u ,>'• 
him decidedly dangerous and PernJfl0i,ir]guagc

in our library for children. Woman!100 ^
jlu

The Rev. Robert Deeming 
strong for impressionable boys, 
such as one can wisely and prudently 1 
Rev. T. Olmstead says : “ We have I1C ■ j 
in our library for children. W om an 
and Kipling makes a  mockery ot it-

-----
Now did ever one hear such 0011. S r e e  ̂ sibl® c°(( 11! 

sistent bosh ? With a Bible absolutely ^ p0s s ,  to $ - 
which woman is degraded to the 1 calcU* 
which there are a whole scries of sto ■ gUggfc 
“ impressionable boys ” by the v'100

. >1 |C
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f c uha"S*ng round 
/'Pudence to

their necks, these sky-pilots have the 
C Z - -  t0 find fault with Kipling-as unsuitable reading­
's  no - oung  ! Suppose he is profane, there is nothing in
s° J ? a e?TS0 demoralising -  “ ------ -

calIed Holy Writ.
as the undisguised nastiness of

run ovirU-her,of a b°y wbo died in Guy’s Hospital after being 
°Perati0 'i* 1 1 streel: complained to the Coroner that a fatal 
Catho,icn ’f  been performed on his son, who was a Roman 
baPtise t h e ®  l'me bad been given to call in the priest to 
awfu, ne b°y- “ As >t is now,” the father added, “ it is 
"'as “ rfltK°n êmPjate -” The Coroner thought the complaint 
to°' thou l?1" sendmentaL” Many other people will think so 
aspossiiiF/ dle Other’s feelings were entitled to be as far 

jn e respected. Does it not, however, strike believers 
^snee UC a Cases’ '*■  woldd be more in accordance with 
t|atSuggest* C?mnl°'.1 se,lse to dispense with ceremonies

to the patient that his end is possibly near? 

Lady (toT0ld

»5 ?, .

S t  labóU L:‘dy“ <Ôo
the

S t a n t i
"’e

M t̂0 ‘ raa,P begging)- 
lue religious conwictic 
'd Lady— “ I never he;

-“ Why don’t you work? 
fictions won’t allow me to 

never heard of a religion against 
What is your religion?” Tramp— “ It’s 

: 'Oh- ti11’ 1]lum> wot me an’ my mates foller ; it’s called 
Dtest-,̂ . °ruer of Restful Souls.’ It’s somethink like the 

, Jwigion, mum, honly, instead of ’avin’ one day 
SWon n',lS s®ven days of rest a week. It’s a bootiful 
bnks of ¡.arn • * feels ’oly an’ restful all over me when

ni,— 1.  Will yer kindly ’elp a pore, unfortinit religious’ 'Punì ?”_

.Hi,
-Judy.

t0CX4°'\  tjf Weston Parish Church, near Spalding

'll! - of a~~ a heavy-handed Christian. A little boy, eleven 
sj'Jkh onbe committed the heinous offence of laughing in 
ths him w'*tR ây> Ebe 2° tb u b ' The sex*:011 thereupon 
June, anV!i S0 mucb violence as to bring on bleeding of 
L > r |la . 'he boy became so faint from loss of blood that 
in shilling ° . called in. The sexton was ordered to pay 

V ch"gs and costs, and ' ' " '

W 1 the West of
C *  in tlio'Car ar|d. the Wesleyan Methodist minister both 

lot gle ' P°ssession of an exactly similar name. They 
C V'd tlir0„“tistilof fr'ends, and on one occasion the vicar 

'So’, ? . fhe post a parcel duly addressed to the “ Rev. 
Viiiĵ t’s li0us llch should have found its way to the Noncon­
cur,,'1 Vvou!d i ,? ferwarded it immediately to his rival, 
*0i,i,ed a g t)'oc dignified note saying: “ If you had not 

- to which you have no right, this mistake
^  — occurred"

lb,,*'
n°thavc

y as luck would have it, the Wesleyan 
°ndon a bundle of written sermons,

minister
•« y: "ext fe,1,yululon a bundle of written sermons, to serve 

iiorjCar. months, which should have been delivered to 
n-i ■■■> a Nonconformist seized the oppo

note. ?i ,/en t fhem across to the vicar, with the
if

hi
*re

pportunity thus

n°t qualir , 1you. bad n°t assumed an office for which 
led, this mistake would not have occurred.”'i îon Cl) ___

NyL's it t|la?’ Poaching in Rochester Cathedral, asked
K ° %  narr.,?-nibo*dcns us to face the probability that 
at 1 t]ves in the Scriptures respecting wonderfuljjt l^’ .hoK,

N > a r ts y i 1.611
ij«ven: We ,,ls. COUrage? Canon Chevne savs : “ The

Ct"ioa aS that tl — “ 0111 m e  L c i m i m j  m a t  V111131
J| r°ason f0*e ub'n,ate source of life is a moral Being.”

j J 'S ' i f -  ̂ om

may be unhistorical ?” Well, what is it 
a*5, courage? Canon Cheyne says: “ The 

r've courage from the certainty that Christ 
ultimate source of life is a moral Be’ 

recognizing the fables of the Bible.

He
Plasters and

vC_eps things humming at Southend.
°n’t era'1 -'l1 tbe Slde of orthodoxy. 

aiLesPeciai| e°f b!m- Naturally he is detested by 
>ere . er fr0rt1  ̂ “ le anonymous ones. The local Echo ,sW cn■ c put if . __

A  1 clu,te so pointedly, but that is what he

S a hell ° ne, oE diese gentry, warning friend Sykes 
1 Place’ ;as,hot as anything, and plainly warning 
P’tpnf :,s booked for him in No. 1 oven. The

i\‘l't>lLS ^r‘nisZ‘f er,fev>ewer is not bound to like Mr. 
*tf. \\’i, lenn, «>lt ” "Ilads, but he need not have canted

he^...°r denied the author’si i X r t er

S,
says

order

....

> f e . ^ s ^ nliers got out of that train at Victoria 
JUst before it was telescoped. A few

V

_______ _ sincerity of pur-
that Mr. Mackenzie’s work is of the 

be is simply talking wilful and ill- 
° n c  looks for better criticism than 

r. We hope our con- 
body and soul ” to the Noncoti-

j ' ‘Ci
estCr

‘ 1
< ; A tleasVdoncc” wou|d have got hold of the>, '*10 c, * wwuiu navw '  ■ —

i>, ScaPed 11 " e are assured so by one of the Free- 
%  V-,.,- 1e accident.

the i, prints s -----  , .Ŝsex. s°nie sarcastic paragraphs at the 
aptists, who have allowed a Mr. E. B.

Barnard to open a bazaar in aid of their Chapel Building 
Fund. Our contemporary says that this pious bazaar-opener 
was warned off the English and French turf for dishonorable 
practices. The sentence was for the term of his life, and it 
still stands, although the Jockey Club has frequently been 
asked to remove it. “ Yet the man convicted of such prac­
tices,” the Phoenix exclaims, “ is now a shining light amongst 
the Baptists, and takes a lead in their social ceremonies.”

Janet Kingston, of Derby, a young nurse employed at the 
local hospital, committed suicide by swallowing strychnine. 
According to the evidence at the inquest, she suffered from 
religious mania. She was found dead, with an open Bible by 
her side, and a note addressed to her mother, in which were 
the words, “ I died trusting in Jesus.” O f course the jury 
brought in the usual verdict of “ temporary insanity.”

By the way, if too much religion is insanity, the inhabitants 
of heaven must be all insane, for they seem to have religion, 
and nothing else, in that establishment.

Christianity had to advertise itself in the beginning by 
suffering some species of martyrdom, but it goes to work 
differently now. After persecuting science, the Churches are 
seeking the aid of science in various ways. They put light­
ning-conductors on the top of their gospel-shops, and are even 
using electricity to illuminate what is called “ divine service.” 
Nor is this all. There is a church in Chicago which adver­
tises itself by placing electric arc lights up the steeple, no less 
than 225 feet above the level of the street. What a sight it 
would be for J. C. and the twelve apostles if they could only 
pay the world another visit 1 Perhaps their astonishment 
would be equally intense if they entered that Chicago church 
and listened to the sermon.

The Rev. Mr. Sheldon, who has been agitating the religious 
world with the question, “ What would Jesus do?” is asking 
for a million dollars to start a Christian daily paper. Yankee 
journalists say that isn’t enough. Such a paper would have 
a very small circulation, for it would be so dull that hardly 
anybody would read it, and the million dollars for its main­
tenance would have to be subscribed over and over again.

According to a native Poona gentleman, if we may believe 
a Daily News paragraph, it is of no use for the government 
and the doctors to fight the plague in India. “ God,” he said, 

had sent the plague to India, and when it pleases him God 
will remove it, though doubtless some civilian will get the 
credit of it.” No doubt this sounds strange to English ears ; 
but, after all, is it not the doctrine of all our Churches—at 
least on Sunday ? ___

John Morgan has been let off with a nominal fine for an 
assault. He is an officer of the Boothite Army Corps at 
Leeds, and he tried rather vigorously to persuade a listener at 
one of the meetings to take his hat off. The consequence 
was a scuffie, in which the vigorous persuader got the worst 
of it ; whereupon he took out a summons for assault against 
the man with the hat, and the stronger fist. Morgan lost 
in the police-court, however, as well as in the struggle ; for 
the magistrate fined him, in spite of his protest that he was 

only trying to convert ” the other man.

William Medway Davis, a Whitechapel missionary, went 
to Hyde Park, recited Macaulay’s “ Horatius,” and passed 
round the hat. When told that he would be prosecuted for 
this breach of the Park regulations, he replied : “ All right. 
Last time I was convicted at Liverpool the Clerk of the Court 
dropped down dead, and two others died shortly after.” 
This warning, however, did not save him, for he was 
subsequently fined forty shillings or twenty-one days— and 
the magistrate still lives. ___

The Spalding Vicar who has been painting with his own 
hand the exterior of his church and schools has had a good 
advertisement, if that is what he desired. It is not quite as 
certain that the buildings have had good coats of paint. He 
mav be a better painter than preacher— that is quite possible.
If so he need not be surprised at receiving invitations to go 
round and paint other churches in Lincolnshire that are sadly 

need of similar renovation. But if this is a genuine bit of 
work for the Lord’s sake, the Vicar seems to have been an 
excessively long time engaged upon it— four weeks, and still 
it is not finished. -----

There is a saving to the effect that a man may do more 
w o T w ith  his coat on than by taking it off. . It is not to be 
"  . , , in four davs or less the Vicar might have raised
doubted th. t > and given the work to those whothe money for the pmn ng ane g who might be
earn their living by that sore 01 a then whereearn ----- . . .
counted upon not to make 
would have been the 
paper pars ?

......  a botch of it. But, then, where
advertisement—the numberless news-

The snobbery of church-goers who profess that all men are 
cur il n the sight of God when they approach his footstool m 
church is exposed in a recent issue ot the Madras Junes,
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That journal details the experiences of a British soldier who, 
whilst in uniform, strayed into a local church, and took his 
seat in a back pew. A young lady who was sitting in it at 
once moved into another, while his pew was obviously shunned 
by other worshippers, who crowded into other seats, leaving 
this one empty. Tommy Atkins is made a great deal of fuss 
of when there is a bit of fighting to be done, but at other 
tiines he often gets the cold shoulder.

There are three persons and one God in the Christian 
Trinity, and there are three parsons with a parliamentary 
vote each for the vicarage of Lady Margaret, Walworth. The 
present vicar has just been placed on the voting-list, and the 
two previous vicars still remain upon it because no formal 
objection has been raised against them.

A split is threatened amongst the Peculiar People. A 
certain section of them, who appear to be frightened by the 
late prosecutions, are in favor of calling in a doctor to their 
sick children, while ignoring medical aid during their own 
illness. This would be a very weak compromise. If the 
Lord cannot cure children, he cannot cure adults either ; and 
if the doctor is not necessary for sick adults, how is he 
necessary for sick children ? _

A Dublin firm, wishing to sell a certain “ remedy” for 
epilepsy, advertises a number of testimonials from clergy­
men. This is a new use for sky-pilots. Perhaps it is 
thought that anybody would invest in a bottle of “ Remedy ” 
on the recommendation of a holy man of God ; or perhaps it 
is thought that, as J. C. often cured epilepsy, his ministers 
ought to be good judges as to its nature and treatment.

The altar used to support the throne. Now, according to 
•Emperor William, the throne supports the altar. It is the king 
at the head of the people, he says, who is the one really sure 
support of religion and morals at the end of the nineteenth 
century. This is perhaps true, as far as religion is concerned ; 
but we doubt whether the Churches will appreciate the com­
pliment.

Not far from Leicester (a correspondent writes) there is a 
Dame school where the following grace before meals set the 
Assistant Mistress and children thinking : “ May the great 
architect of the universe make us thankful for the good gifts 
of his providence, and make us mindful for the wants of others." 
This sounds all very nice ; but whilst the head dame indulges 
in pork pies, ham and eggs, stout, etc., and the produce of 
this miserable vale of tears, the want of others is met in 
dishing up a poor half-cooked rice pudding, chiefly water. It 
is high time to reach in the near future one class of the com­
munity with Freethought literature, and that is the teachers 
of both sexes throughout the country. This side of the ques­
tion on Freethought propaganda has been overlooked.

Stead on Buchner.
T here fell into my hands the other day a copy of one of the 
late issues of the Masterpiece Library, Penny Popular Novels, 
edited by W. T. Stead. No. 80 is Fathers and Sons, by Ivan 
Turgenieff. Specially translated.

As it is announced as “ abridged,” there is no fraud or 
pretence about that detail ; but, after a perusal of this sample, 
one is forced to think that condensation run mad is a poor 
way to honor a writer of whom the editor, in his Intro­
duction, writes so highly. Certainly the fifty-eight small 
pages give, in this case, a very poor impression of Turgenieff 
as a writer. This opinion is not the purpose of this note, but 
something else.

Two sons— the expression of the new generation— are dis­
cussing the past generation, as represented by the father of 
one of the speakers, and considering what is to be done to 
bring the old gentleman up to date.

“ .......You ought to give him some sensible book to read.”
“ But what can I give him ?”
“ I think you might begin with Biichner’s Kraft und Stoff."*
To which we have a footnote, which seems quite Stead-like 

in its naive, child-like bigotry and slovenliness ; it can hardly 
be ignorance :—

* fla tter  and Force, a text-book on Materialism, which, at that 
period, was very popular in Germany, but it is quite antiquated 
at present.

Can any purpose be served by such stupid minimising 
of a great work ? What ostrich-like tactic to first maltreat 
a well-known title by reversing the usual order, and secondly 
disrate it. Critical readers will, however, observe a slip. 
Whether intended or not, the editor uses a word which con­
siderably qualifies the adverse judgment conveyed.

“ At present” is not at all the same thing as “ now,” in 
using which word there would have been a suggestion of 
finality, which is not in the term “ at present.” Mr. Stead’s 
English, of late, seems to partake of some of his general dry 
rot. T. S.

Special.
I am  now back in London from my lecturing tour in 
North, and my first business, over and above my 
duties, will be the carrying forward of the project which 1 
for several weeks been before the attention of my readers-^ 

The Freethought Publishing Company, Limited, lS ^ 
registered. It was no use waiting an indefinite t*n'ê 3; 
further promises of support. The response to my appea  ̂
gratifying and encouraging, and I have no doubt tn 
whole nominal capital of the Company— .£5,000 in f l s ’ 

-will be subscribed during the approaching winter. c[ 
The signatories to the Memorandum and Articj- 

Association are C. Cohen, S. Hartmann, C. Watts, • . 
Foote, R. Forder, A. B. Moss, J. G. Neate, and e 
Anderson. Many other representative Freethinkers, s ^  
W. Heaford and G. J. Warren, were ready to sign, hat j ¡s 
was no necessity for their doing so, and their go° 
quite assured. {¡)te¡

The Board of Directors must not consist of less thac> . „ 
members or more than seven. We start with the. 8 
mean of five. Their names are printed in the Ar ^  
first Directors. They are G. W. Foote, Charles ^  
Robert Forder, Samuel Hartmann, and George Aa ^  
Mr. Hartmann, it will be remembered, is the N.S.S- 1 
treasurer; and Mr. George Anderson is a ylfi
generous friend of the Freethought movement, ^ul“ 
a large number of shares in this Company. 
hardly be possible to start with a more representad'^ ¡s»* 
of Directors. O f course they all live in London, vV

; nupresent an indispensable qualification

theThe first Board meeting will be held soon after l̂lŜ  
of the Freethinker goes to press. At that meeting , sei> 
spectus will be passed, after which it will be printe «'i‘ 
out immediately. Forms of application for s 
accompany it, and those who have favored IIie  ̂ f  
promises are invited to fill up these legal forms 
them back to the Secretary', with the requisite re 
which will be clearly indicated. ^  i[iSefl‘

The Prospectus, with application form, will also e of  ̂
in every copy of one week’s (probably the next) tS . 
Freethinker; and it is to be hoped that all who in .
shares will do so with the least possible delay- 1 ‘
only take a few shares, or even one, it is 111UL |,ltcr 0,1 .j 
nothing. Perhaps they will be able to take l’l0 *̂̂;)rtlcrllS - 

I am anxious to get this Company in working ^  \ 1
• 1 1  T ,  • • . J 1 _______i- , \  nil t  n l  i l  0 ^  . t . y f t . .as possible. It is going to do a great deal of 

thought, by extending the circulation of the • e e i U V ,  
improving and increasing the supply of 1 r fr0ii' f  
and pamphlets. Moreover, it will release me 
drudgery, and enable me to devote my tl,lK'’sitiom ,jl 
thought more freely to the special work of m) j {eel ‘ ^

1 do not meanmy life is slipping away. . ^  ^ e
near death, but I mean that even at my Jos© r V
assumes a graver importance. I would j10 cause L

»? V

opportunity of doing the best that is in me 
Another 

agencies arc
great advantage will be this. ‘ ^
c scattered in London. W h at tbe ■ .« &

to concentrate them, and bring the

{or % V e V '

t ^ V .
retK' V *N.S.S-

Society, Limited, and the new Company -l̂  gy  t?lS„s tf1*'
same premises, or rather under the same roe 
the N .S .S . official expenses may be £re‘lt|jC K j
should be, for they are much in excess o ¡„cm**5 ^  
at present. Miss Vance can easily atten rccS 'tr
and her salary will be drawn from r cvcr^ uC
one. Moreover, I shall be “ on the spot vVî  ,U|ipL’rIl()J
I am at the offices, and the direction ol ‘l. 
and easier. It will also be possible fm 11 gUrroi‘|lll‘^ii^ ¡, 
of the movement to see me in decern ^  c0((Aff ^'V 
generally without the tedious formalities ^g0ce ^  
and appointments ; and I know *ronl(,*ll]Ce, espc“'1 [V
a matter of very considerable import-11 
financial welfare of our party. „„reH1 .

cherish the hope of still greater

atio“,
concf1. 0f f y \

t O i
I»“.,

future, but I do not wish to attempt too ai’1 ^  „ ... 
raise expectations and risk disappom 1 aj (|l
keep this hope for the present as a Perj’ ,ull cO11 y 
believe it will ultimately be realised. ^  %vc 1 cl-tu f f  
pursuing the path of sound orgamsa ^  f L’ 0at 
forces of Freethought into a sple11 ;illj  vV* r̂, 
with policy, resources, and discip me, 
sacrifice of personal freedom.
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September 24, Athenaeum Hall, London ; 7.3°! After 

pe Dreyfus Affair : or, Will the Church and Army \V in in 
I?nce,.and What ¡would be the Result to England and Europe.'' 
October 1, London ; 8, Leicester ; 15, Manchester.

W. D e v  (Aberdeen).—Will try to give it a paragraph in our next.
R. D a v is o n .— Thanks for your letter and enclosure. You ask 

when we will give you a chance of showing us a little of your 
Irish scenery. Not this year, we are afraid ; but we hope to 
put you to the trouble some day, and perhaps next year. The 

.(only' Irish city we have visited is Belfast, and the only Irish 
scenery we know is the neight orhood of the Giant’s Causeway, 
where we admired the magnificent headlands.

Mr.
To Correspondents.

c harles W a t t s ’s L ecturin g  E ngagements.— September 
9 ’ , Birmingham. October 1, Sheffield; 8 and 15, Athenaeum 
. .<l i, Tottenham Court-road, London ; 22, Hull. November 12, 
“,Vefpool. December 10 and 17, Manchester.—All com­
munications for Mr. Charles Watts should be sent to him at 24 

'‘uninia-road, Balham, S.W. If a reply is required, a stamped 
, addressed envelope must be enclosed.

5 ,s Levine.— Pleased to see your letter in the Charlestown
ss0xy News. Accept our thanks for your kindness in sending

,AT Lux,
many American papers and cuttings.

S°odreceiv(

S'E. W|shes.

Thanks. See “Acid Drops.” We are always pleased 
usable cuttings. We are obliged to you for your

w' Macke ■— 1----  ̂‘ “ t“ **
said, \vNZIE‘—We have no room for a reply to what we never

'V. H -See paragraph.

Rid W,-uU y e spoke of the frightful crime of an avoidable war, 
Use of U ^art hy saying that we “ advocate war." What is the 
take 1 T°mg  further ? You should really read what you under- 

0 answer.
giVl.PK’—Thanks for the cutting, though we had already

noti,•■Ced 'L You thinkiced ' it a strange thing that you have not
|roiR S'ngle voice of condemnation of the Dreyfus verdict

reai|°n'an Catholic priest, layman, or pressman.” But there 
,Ci0l|ea!>LnOthinii strange in it. Cardinal Vaughan and his 
j at tj,e p fme shuffling in this matter, 

with f • ,ol'„c .organs in France have

Mi

that a.re shuffling in this matter. They know very well
o ___  _____ ..ave pursued that unhappy

'• k, Ir'ghtful malignity and unwearied vituperation.----- n ----J  '
-Received with thanks. 
-See “ Acid Drops.”n > « -

n type. We are glad to hear that the Mcirylebone 
reP°rtiiig- the funeral, spoke of Mr. Cohen’s “ elo- 

ress.

^ r* Schaller’s obituary of the late Mr. Strong* was 
ln type. Wo I,.,-..- n,nf

acJdi
W^°T -
W n ï“  ha,‘ecti,

i

“The notice of the opening of the Camberwell Hall 
Urer’ aaPPened, in the “ Cohen ” paragraph, as he was the 

are sorry to hear that your members failed to'I n h e r e
■ %D*|

TheA. ' shal l*  v thanks for the Motherwell library list. 
p * )e seen to as soon as possible.

S»*?̂ ers h~ We are n°t likely to forget the part that Free- 
S|)i •’ y°ur .pl;iyed ‘n the great Dreyfus battle in France.e ‘pint; 

L b,
while

Iem in der is well meant, and we take it in the same

Rot an regretting that he cannot afford to take
ofnl "lei‘elv ,, . lre at present, says that the new Company is 

C. 4 '5 niovernt?,i’f1M hnf absolutely essential to the success

-T his>.S5r■ Will T |!ournal does not take sides in party politics, 
Wen:., " ’hde the present editor controls it. Thanks.

C ° tte U .. "ot keep that number of the Torch of Reason, and
C, I e ^eeks?Ur 6 Bate of it, though it must have been about

sia “ Ard... c ore the date of our reference, r. 'Rlld , —
l. i,?nct it is -1na,îîc? *or y°ur kind letter. We'quite under-

ltl0u1,lVR,GlltT1S a'|,right as haPPens- . .
'm . Wed o' .e are obliged to you tor the information,

Mr, y0i, intend to refer to the matter again at present.
------ “  seeing and hearing\l"'>'ontJUU will have the “ pleasure ot

r at Bristol some time this winter. secretary
° Ch'"f°rms us that the ReV’ C‘ hi correspondence with>?r .  Lhr,stian Evidencc Society, is >" corrc3  -  '

-

l i s t s ' ,  ”e . -W.V. ... last week’s Freethinker.
°ur Colj ^ dence concluded something will be said

mns.t|>ty .
¿ht nres in °i ard'°’ Western Australia), who takes

suci'11 dle n«vv Company, writes : “ I have oil 
“ r 011 u.a~ a P*an as this, but did not like to obtrude the

often
lhe o-UP°nI b tk 11 hut IKrc«Ttesl y?u* The advantages are obvious ; 

iv~ « ot all will be if you have more time to devote

of tho cause’! Ì - '‘*frdir0urgh), 
N N ho, ‘ to 

th°U?HT

■ I’ lease send your lecture-notices for the 
our office, not to Miss Vance. 

tdlin,„:.UBU.SIIING C o m pany, L im ited.— W e have

'.'tR.^^Try 0llr order was handed over to Mr. Border, 
oannot make use of it.iffy * g

i f  sh-ÌnniWo"'d Be a good one if we had time 
f 't ’ ?etl in t of /,b° Borne in mind. James Thomson's 
¿SnJ* lies. - "don ‘ ..e~.df ul Night is not to any statue he 

k  t'L <Jr-u '.,'1hed 1 ’ . The melancholia that transcends all
> b X y J 'X - a  L  from the suggestions in Durer’s 
i\C-Lis Py of which, cheaply framed, was one

t£ > a«re Oos^ m ^possessions,
4 Rockhouse-street, Livcrpool, E., a 

Si^^tion*1 B ranch, supplies the Frcethinkcr a 
uriiei.' ' Hc will be happy to liear trom a 

i-ustonicrs.

Llr.’ uhii^lpcai p md other 
any of the

T. Robertson  (Glasgow) acknowledges with thanks the receipt 
of parcel of literature for distribution from F. W. M. (Ealing).

S yd n ey  H. S mith.—We thank you for your trouble, but the 
Glasgow deputation is quite ancient history by now. Certainly 
though, as you say, the Rev. Dr. Hunter’s speech did him much 
credit.

S t . T homas.— Nobody knows what Jesus was doing from twelve 
to thirty. One of the so-called Apocryphal Gospels describes 
him as working with Joseph and stretching doors when they 
didn’t fit.

S. H olman (Porth).— Pleased to hear that Mr. Heaford continued 
to have capital meetings In your locality, that he acquitted him­
self so well in debate, and that you are all anxious to see him 
again.

Papers R eceived .— Aberdeen Free Press—West Ham Herald— 
Brann’s Iconoclast—De Vrlje Gedachte—The Ethical World— 
Sydney Bulletin— Daily News—Blue Grass Blade—Secular 
Thought— Freidenker—Boston Investigator—Torch of Reason 
—New Century— Public Opinion—Southend Echo—Isle of Man 
Times— Free Sunday Advocate—Truthseeker (New York)— 
Progressive Thinker—Sunday News (Charlestown)—Manchester 
Evening News—Liberator— Bexhill Observer—People’s News­
paper—Metropolitan—South Wales Daily News — Glasgow 
Evening News—Consett Chronicle— New York Journal—Two 
Worlds—Phonetic Journal—Progressive Thinker.

T he National Secular Society’s office is at No. 377 Strand, 
London, where all letters should be addressed to Miss Vance.

It  being contrary to Post-Office regulations to announce on the 
wrapper when the subscription expires, subscribers will receive 
the number in a colored wrapper when their subscription is 
due.

L etters for the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to 
28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C.

Lecture N otices must reach 28 Stonecutter-street by first post 
Tuesday, or they will not be inserted.

O rders for literature should be sent to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stone­
cutter-street, E.C.

T he Freethinker will be forwarded direct from the publishing 
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid:— One year, 
10s. 6d.; half year, 5s. 3d.; Ihree months, 2s. 8d.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by 
marking the passages to which they wish us to call attention.

S cale of A dvertisem ents Thirty words, is. 6d. ; every suc­
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements One inch, 
4s. 6d.; half column £1 2s. 6d.; column, £2 5s. Special terms 
for repetitions. Sugar Plums.

M r . F o o t e  is back in  London, and will lecture this evening 
(Sept. 24) at tho Athenaium Hall, 73 Tottenham Court-road. 
His subject will be “ After the Dreyfus Affair; or, Will the 
Church and Army Win in France, and What would be the 
Result to England and Europe ?” This is a subject of great 
and grave interest to all, and especially to Freethinkers.

After lecturing at South Shields, and spending a couple of 
days in Newcastle, attending to literary work, Mr. Foote 
proceeded to Glasgow, where he found that Mr. Percy Ward 
was lecturing in the district and giving great satisfaction to 
his audiences. Mr. Foote lectured on the Wednesday even­
ing at Paisley. There was a good meeting and some discus­
sion. Another good meeting was addressed at Motherwell 
on Thursday. Air. Baxter, who came over from Glasgow to 
sell literature, and had a fine display in front of the platform, 
said it was a record evening. The next night Mr. Foote paid 
his first visit to Carluke, where the hall was crowded, and 
several persons were unable to gain admission. On this occa­
sion, at any rate, the Carluke audience was most orderly and 
attentive; it cheered pretty frequently, and sometimes laughed 
in spite of itself. Several questions were asked and answered, 
though the time did not admit of much discussion ; but, if 
Carluke is no better than Motherwell in this respect, very 
little was lost. They say that Carluke is much better than 
Motherwell, which could hardly be beaten in its own line, 
producing, as it does, the rarest crop of orthodox fools who 
ever stood up to oppose a Secularist lecturer.

These week-night lectures in the Glasgow district were 
augurated under Mr. Foote’s old Lecture Scheme. Lip to 
at time nothing worth speaking of had been done to pro- 
igate Freethought in that populous part of Scotland. By 
; means, however, Branches were started at several fresh 
aces, and the old Paisley Branch was revived. At present 
c Glasgow Branch— which is in a most nourishing con- 
tion— is financing these week-night lectures, as well as 
oklug after the general arrangements.
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On Sunday last Mr. Foote delivered three lectures in the 
Secular Hall, Glasgow. The morning audience was good, 
the afternoon’s on the Dreyfus case was capital, and in the 
evening the hall was packed, standing room being occupied. 
For nearly two hours the meeting listened with breathless 
attention to the discourse on “ Colonel Ingersoll : Living and 
Dead.” Mr. Turnbull officiated as chairman all day. After 
the evening lecture Mr. Black begged to say a few words to 
his fellow Freethinkers. He observed that the death of leaders 
like Bradlaugh and Ingersoll ought fp make them mofe 
zealous in supporting Mr. Foote, who was the true leader 
of the Freethought party in Great Britain. In particular he 
thought that all should try to make Mr. Foote’s new enter­
prise, the Freethought Publishing Company, Limited, a 
brilliant success. It would do great good to the movement, 
and would also enable Mr. Foote to devote himself more 
exclusively to the higher duties of his position. Mr. Black’s 
remarks were loudly applauded.

Collections were taken during the day for the Glasgow 
Branch’s propagandist work in the surrounding district. 
Six lectures, it was announced, had been delivered at various 
places during the preceding week, and many others were 
arranged for in the immediate future. It is obvious that the 
Branch means business in this direction. Altogether, the 
prospect is a bright one in that part of Scotland. Mr. Baxter 
is vigorously pushing the sale of literature, Mr. Robertson is 
a most capable and zealous secretary, and the Committee are 
attentive and hardworking. We wish some other parts of the 
country would take an example from Glasgow.

Last Sunday evening Mr. Charles Watts lectured to a good 
audience in the Athenaeum Hall, London, upon “ Dreyfus and 
the Shame of France.” He was in excellent form, and his 
defence of the French martyr was enthusiastically applauded. 
It was gratifying to see so many ladies present. Mr. Harry 
Brown presided, and spoke briefly upon the subject of the 
lecture. A few pertinent questions were asked, to which 
Mr. Watts replied.

To-day, Sunday (Sept. 24), Mr. Watts lectures, morning 
and evening, in Birmingham, opening the winter session for 
the Branch.

Mr. Cohen reports that he has npt yet heard anything from 
the London County Council about his sale of literature in 
Victoria Park. “ Perhaps I may,” he says, “ after the Parks 
Committee meet.” Perhaps yes, and perhaps no.

Mr. Cohen had good meetings on Sunday at Manchester. 
He is going to South Wales to hold a debate in the Work­
man’s Hall, New Tredegar, on September 26 and 27, with 
Mr. Mayo, on Theism. Freethinkers in the locality should 
all make a note of this discussion.

The Camberwell Branch has discontinued the outdoor 
evening lectures, and is now carrying on evening lectures in 
the Secular Hall, which ought to be well patronised by South 
Londoners. The morning and afternoon outdoor lectures 
will be carried on as long as the weather permits.

Cardinal Vaughan admits that he was mistaken in calling 
Colonel Picquart a Catholic.

Mr. Joseph Cameron, in the Phonetic Journal, gives a long 
account of Ingersoll from a reporter’s point of view. “ Men 
whom I have reported,” he says, “ include Gladstone, Bright, 
Caird, Spurgeon, George Gilfillan, but none of these could 
approach the matchless rhetoric of Ingersoll. Those who 
looked upon the man—on the strong intellectual face, the 
leonine head, the massive jaws, the kindly mouth, and the 
sparkling eyes— and were brought under the influence of his 
magical voice— that voice whose range, flexibility, and 
melodious sweetness surpassed that of any other I have 
heard— could never forget him,”

Mr. Cameron says the Colonel was very popular with press­
men. “ His fervent declarations for the natural rights of man, 
and his eloquent and impassioned pleading for the disinherited 
and the lowly poor in all lands, roused in them feelings of 
admiration. From the purely shorthand-writer’s point of view, 
despite his almost perfect enunciation, his clearly-cut and 
carefully-rounded sentences, and his splendid voice, he was in 
some of his loftiest flights difficult to follow. Old hands, 
grown grey in the work of note-taking, and who believed 
themselves equal to any emergency, found themselves, in the 
wild race, often left far behind in their attempts to commit to 
paper the torrents of words that came rushing upon them, 
resistless as the waves of the Atlantic.”

“ The characteristic of Ingersoll’s utterances,” continues 
Mr. Cameron, “ was their lucidity, and, unlike Gladstone’s, 
there were no parentheses within parentheses. If the reporter 
were capable, he would experience no serious difficulty in re­
producing the ipsissima verba of Ingersoll. At the outset 
Ingersoll spoke slowly and with great deliberation, increasing

very rapidly in speed as he became influenced by the mag°e' 
ism of his audience. His rate of utterance ranged from1 
to 170 words per minute, but seldom, even in his loftieS 
flights, did he exceed 180. The other day, looking ° 'l  
some old note-books, I came across one containing Ingers°* ’ 
tribute to Horace Seaver, once the editor of the Boston M* 
tigator, and I send for reproduction a page of shorthand 110  ̂
of the peroration of the address as the words dropped, re 
hot, from the lips of the greatest orator which the \Veste 
Republic has yet produced.” The Phonetic Journal repr 
duces the page of notes referred to.

•ief <Eloquent and obviously sincere expressions of gne- , ¡„ 
the death of America’s great Freethinker have appearc 
the Freethought papers of England. There is no less nl°. 0f 
ing among our English brethren than among the Libera ̂   ̂
America. There have not been, and there cannot be, Pa* 0{ 
the memory of any man more feeling tributes than tbos 
Mr. Charles Watts and Mr. G. W. Foote in the London 
thinker.— Tncthseeker (New York).

sked
Judge Young, of Marion, Illinois, having been 4 

whether there is any truth in the story circulate ^ 
preachers, that Colonel Ingersoll was once indicted > g0 
younger days, replies that he has taken the troub 0 (j]e 
through all the records of the Circuit Court, assisted )^  
clerk of the court and his deputy, and is “ able to gt
there is no indictment against R. G. Ingersoll in the t|,e
anywhere on the records in said office, or in any oihce . tfill
county.” Judge Young adds that the clerk of the 
give any applicant a properly-authenticated certificate 
dollar.

d
The West Ham Branch of the N.S.S. has 

Corporation to place another copy of the Freethmk . Jt 
library, as the copy at present supplied is used so rn ^  ¡¿ii 
is pointed out that the ratepayers’ money is sPen., eS its6' 
copies weekly of a certain paper that falsely descr* 
as the official organ of the borough. .

___  ̂ “tli»1
“ It is to be hoped,” the West Ham H erald sa-ys’ -e[\y 

anything that is done in this direction will be don
We don’t want to give any- more free advertisement15 jjtft 
council chamber.” O f course not. You would hk° 
the Freethinker silently. But you can’t do it.

___  A0l

... J° by” King’s funeral was reported in the j j ress< 
Observer, including a full reproduction of Mr. Foote s ^  
which was read by Mr. Forder. Our contemporary „ aF 
a long account of Mr. K ing’s “ remarkable characte 
varied career.

, lectKFoote s ^ t
The Motherwell Herald reports that Mr. „ „,

“ was a very able one, and was listened to with^
interest by a large audience. 
Mr. Percy Ward’s lecture.

It also gives a >"--¡(.¡11 *
“ The quantity of at? t-0LlIid fj  

freethought literature,” the Herald says, “ . "Leek 'n 
chasers at the Secularist meetings, held this « 
usually orthodox town, was simply astonishing-1 J .lii'i

. £ 5^̂
The Consclt Chronicle reports Mr. Foote’s lectur?-endiy a jo 

................... 1 i . hv a nnotes that the hall was “ packed to the door.by civ
e,” and praises what it isappreciative audience 

call his “ magnificent peroration tF. , to „(I
d U & > fsen 

story ’.Wp&«Mr. II. Percy Ward did good service by 
Glasgow Evening News a correction of t s;ily , 
about Ingersoll and Beecher. It vyas t l ; iagin*lt, Je|’ f 
story, which does more credit to Christian ' „ ets lieF1'1, 
to Christian intelligence. Mr. Ward gave 
of the story and his racy comments. We b 
denied the story as weli as Ingersoll.

Ingersoll Stories. v;ngs vP1 
e rlevct S,U fit5 / tF

Since Ingcrsoll’s death a number ot c 0„ lni’ o! v 
been appearing in the papers. When he '  tjlC del’ , s&' j  
to the Pacific Coast he was shown throug re,1iaiFLjL,irt ”pph 
Comstock mines, and, as he came out, no .gj I n F  a ,  ¡n 
tiously : “ If there’s any hotter place tha ,y asln|?b ici 
Church.” While he had his law office m ' hllfcb= 
of lighting struck and practically burned -j ; ‘ )0(1W&mF  
the same block with his office. Ingerso - piy < ¡.it 
deity may have intended that thunderbe ^  fj
what marksmanship!” In response .iSniit‘ |,ii-|,:iP 
Robert Col Iyer, lie said : “ Collyer, t h e b ‘ 
great soul. Had such men as Robert t . ; ,  t|ic' pf w' 
Mill been present at the burning ol. ^cl ,'.rS. f '1. vV-ou; ,,t<1̂  
extinguished the flames with their c* . tb L̂j. C‘ . 
and the Presbytery of Chicago been . j eJ ff1 
quietly turned their backs, solemnly u 
and warmed themselves.”— The Sun.
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a Mediaeval times, when disputatious monks and scholars 
jPParently had nothing better to do, a subject o f pro- 

controversy w a s :  H ow  many angels can stand 
„ he Point o f a needle? Nowadays a question under 
0tl ^  consideration is : How many Churches can stand 
Bibr nee^ie’s point represented by the minimum of 

belief? In other words, how far can the basis 
Vlthaith be narrowed down ? how much of the Bible can 
'ion Safety dispensed with ? on how small a founda- 
»ver?11 Christianity poise without danger of toppling

To*^to n?0st believers who have kept pace with the times 
resuitaU who have made themselves familiar with the 

what is called the H igher Criticism, or, as it
l ĉh r® better named, the N ew  Criticism, though 
irrecj °. •' is not new— the possibility o f arriving at the 
Serioii 6 m'ln*murn is a matter fraught with the most'^ucible

C d  t COnsequcnces. For, if that minimum should be 
"am ? ffreater in bulk and in its bearings than is

m

■mrm 1 O 111 L/Uin IUIU All 1 LO L/VUllll̂ O Lll till
there ; 6C* hy modern know ledge and established opinion,In _ ^Othlnrr fn t *  if Knf n f/-,f.i1 o l i Q n i l n n m p n f  r\F fulfil

3-calle( 
r and {
°? bfe and conduct.

othing- for it but a total abandonment of faith 
a"ed divine revelation, and a search for some 

f ad firmer basis on which to establish the regula­
t e
'•onI t  1 ~ C U U U U L T .
i'aing °p.s’ 'ndeed, seem a pity that Voltaire, Thom as 
IjHrty’r vlcbard Carlile, and the whole host o f heroes and 
V e  CS b reethought whose bodily remains have long 
t  j,, ta b le d  to dust, but who still live in their works 
Si, grateful remembrance of the present genera- 
S i t fuld not return, and take one glim pse at the

h  be
~'‘1' of f I 1 O-IUIit, Cltiva taivw v̂ nv̂  gmu^ov w.l. uiv 

jky ]je beir labors. How pleased and amused would 
e'r timat '^e way  in which the stubborn Church o f 

^ept 0j-e. has since relented, and now professes to 
, Very f lts 0Wn accord, and even to have discovered, 
” ye tbe! ru'bs for which it persecuted those who first 
â ile 0f .. '°  'he world. Can we not imagine the grim 
r Modern ' C au'h ° r ° f  'h e A g e o f  Reason when he found 
C °̂n?er bCpt0r res"1g'ning his living because he could

»rtf
>as'

he i f  6 «e *n '*le Bible, and su ggestin g  that the 
" is  p ■ " °w ed to the clever and much-maligned

v t f  \vh;‘\l-ne. an apology and a monument ” ? 
v-ne Pionee '*me has brought round its revenges.
¡1̂ ' T h b V e e t h o u g h t  did not live and suffer in 
Ct co , arch has revised its judgm ent, and availed 
V fin(V n-Clusions *' once condemned. The Bible is 
V ested f*ts ieve_l- A  century or two hence it will be 
^  open rorn religious circles that Voltaire and Paine 
'liii^fes 1 °  cri 'icism, not for their rejection of the 

titiir’ t)Ut 'heir crude conceptions o f the Power 
■'.i6 0 Pleas„ ,le universe, which, in their ignorance, they
r«P lW  “ tornl l  O'„A XT- 1------ for in
V n srei

C 4  do,„ „ .
__  The world is

w r

1 -5ie„ Çall God. No one knows how far, in 
■r̂  do\v °* '*me> present superstitions will be cither 
jj^Urig'1 or obliterated altogether.

• t *1 observe themeantime it is interesting to the sailors
H  ^ .^ e ty  ° f  believers to  unload. " v Jonah

according to the Biblical• 7 “ °^  ¿very- 
v5 o v i they are prepared to Pltcj*  ^  shfp. Or, to 

the b?ard in the effort to save finding
K b S ™ k . . t h = y  a r o  b a l l a s t .

r5 00n ‘ s sinking, begin to th  fa te  it has 
g  process continues aC>lyleiieving

irr ,eft. &°r»e ......... ................
It^ihi^'ain'l ° ne *3cg*ns to wonder how much will 

e niin:  ̂ we are m aking rapid strides to the

N f e . C ? ! ? -%  Of " ‘es, C p .ea thrust aside, if  not as a priori 
r l v .  s"flicientrtai? 1y  as being incredible from the

evidence. The Old Testam ent is
•V Tl10?, of. Hebrew records in which one may, 
V, °Us- e *" SP"
( > !
\ j , re w mem tr.0»«“ ” 111 iVJoses, 01 nut*. ----
f â 'spe.°rtB. -T-, ™°ses, are to be taken for what 
nl e».,Sation were mostly superseded by the• • — j 

ry. < n ̂  ) (]|J • ------- - _____
\ N l y  Pron0l,„Plritual aid8 and m atters for reflec- 
S^'ocl ^ a n a tj''^ eaicnts ascribed to Jehovah, but 
ot■ aro ''em f.. K  , r°m  M oses, or from those who

rani and must be regarded as the efforts 
».ho tU ‘ Ce Striv:.a„ 4-- !.. K->rlinrir sur-the 

t
tha. abSürj  f  **« vieuesaic —

V H  « bah  ̂U f° r belief. The Garden of Eden

\  Pr, -■ e Sn- .str>ving to attain, in barbaric sur- 
nahty which we find fully developed

y- The Genesaic cosm ogony is, of

HL4 *'ct;!*aPpened ™  u “ ‘ —  - J ------
SeitU°”> thn, 'herein is a poem. The hall of 

Cr 'vrote m ' l *'e ^cdcm ption's a fact. The 
alter the events, or their predictions

vvere mere efforts o f human sagacity, and some­
times were falsified by events. Heaven, as opened 
up to us in the Apocalypse, is mere Oriental symbolism, 
not of the highest order. Hell is an invention not to 
be entertained for a moment. The Immaculate Concep­
tion is a m ystery about which one m ay legitim ately 
entertain doubts. Demoniacal possession w as a delusion 
of the time that we are not at all called upon to believe 
in to-day. Some of Christ’s injunctions were addressed 
to his disciples, and had reference mainly to the period 
in which they were uttered. N ot all of them are applic­
able to the changed conditions in which we now live.

St. Paul spoke for himself. W e are not absolutely 
bound by what he was pleased to say ; it is enough 
to be saddled with all that is attributed to his Master. 
St. James w as a minor personage who had a craze 
about restoring the sick by anointing with oil and 
laying on of hands. No man in his senses, no judge 
on the Bench, could accept anything of that kind to­
day. It is not to be supposed that all who believe 
not will be damned. The heathen may be excused 
for their ignorance. Infidels m ay find their w ay into 
heaven if  they are sufficiently respectful to the “  bishops, 
clergy, and ministers of all denominations.”  After all, 
they may not make the acquaintance of the devil— for 
the devil is dead.

A s to the predicted end of the world and the second 
com ing o f Christ, the Apostles were a little too previous 
in their expectations, and the prophet B axter is an ass. 
The world seems likely to continue long enough to 
cover any leases or other time engagem ents into which 
Christians m ay choose to enter. A s for the authenticity 
o f many o f the books o f Scripture, nothing is certainly 
known, and life is too short to go  fully into the matter. 
In the Scriptures we know we have eternal life, but 
what it will be like no one knows, and many busy people 
have not time to care.

The general idea is to go  to church or chapel regularly 
because it is respectable, and to invite the clergym an or 
minister to one’s house because he may be socially agree­
able.

This seems to be about the irreducible minimum we 
have arrived at. It serves. There is som ething so 
delightfully vague and indefinite about it that it 
answers all purposes. W e are not troubled with 
doubts, because anything that is too incredible to 
accept or too absurd to follow we abandon at once. 
It is unessential— not worth while disputing about : 
we never have accepted it. Still, we believe in the Bible 
as containing the W ord o f God somewhere or other. 
If you are so rudely persistent as to inquire in what 
part— well, ask the vicar o f our parish. W e have 
subscribed for his new reredos, and he ought to be able 
to answer a simple question like that.

Such is the present state of theological belief— not in 
Salvationist circles, but in Society. The only point on 
which it is possible to extract from the modern and 
cultured worshipper a definite opinion is that he believes 
there is a Superior Bower— and there, having got down 
to the irreducible minimum, he seems for the present 
disposed to remain. I1 rancis N eale.Twice Told Tales.

NE o f the results o f the composite character o f the book 
' Genesis is that many events are related twice, and, as 
ight be expected, one version often contradicts the 
iother. In order that this fact m ay be clearly seen, the 
llow ing examples, taken from the narratives o f the 
hovist (who is also called the Yahvist) on the one side, 
id from those o f the Elohist or o f the Priestly writer 
1 the other, are placed, so that they may be easily 
mpared, in parallel columns :—

TIIE CREATION OF ALL LIVING CREATURES.
And Elohim created the “ AndthegodYahvehformed

man of the dust of the ground, 
and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life ; and man
became a living soul.......And
the god Yahveh said, It is not 
good that man should be 
alone; I will make him an 
help meet for him. And out 
of the ground the god Yahveh

.'at sea-monsters, and every 
ng creature that moveth 
ich the waters brought forth 
jndantly, after their kinds, 
1 every winged fowl after
kind...... And Elohim made
beast of the earth after its 

id, and the cattle after their 
id, and everything that
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creepeth upon the ground
after its kind.......And Elohim
created man in his own image, 
in the image of Elohim created 
he him ; male and female 
created he them. And Elohim 
blessed them : and Elohim 
said unto them, Be fruitful, 
and multiply, and replenish 
the earth, and subdue i t ; and 
have dominion over the fish of 
the sea, and over the fowl of 
the air, and over every living 
thing that moveth upon the
earth.......In the day that
Elohim created man, in the 
likeness of Elohim made he 
him ; maleand female created 
he them, and blessed them, 
and called their name Adam, 
in the day when they were 
created ” (Gen. i. 21, 25, 27, 
28 ; v. 1, 2).

formed every beast of the field, 
and every fowl of the air ; and 
brought them unto the man 
to see what he would call 
them : and whatsoever the 
man called every living crea­
ture that was the name thereof.
.......And the god Yahveh
caused adeep sleep to fall upon 
the man, and he slept; and he 
took one of his ribs, and closed 
up the flesh instead there­
of : and the rib which the god 
Yahveh had taken from the 
man, made he a woman, and 
brought her unto the man. 
And the man said, This is 
now bone of my bones, and 
flesh of my flesh : she shall be 
called man-ess ( Ish-shah)  
because she was taken out of 
man ” ( Ish)  (Gen. ii. 17, 
18, 19, 21-23).

Here we have tw o separate and independent accounts 
of the creation o f man and the low er animals. The 
second story is not a continuation, or a more detailed 
account, o f the first story, as ignorant and uncritical 
apologists assert. The two narratives are the w ork of 
different writers, and are quite independent of each other. 
The first Creation story (Gen. i. i- ii .  4) is from the pen 
o f the Priestly writer who lived after the Exile, and 
who, am ongst other peculiarities, speaks of the Hebrew 
deity either as Elohim (i.e. , God) or as El Shaddai 
(God Alm ighty). The second Creation story (Gen. ii. 
4-25) is by the Jehovist, who lived two or three centuries 
before the Exile, and who in speaking of the Jewish god 
alm ost invariably employs the proper name Yahveh.

The tw o accounts are m utually contradictory upon 
many points. The chief o f these are the fo llo w in g :—

(1) In the first story man w as created after the lower 
animals ; in the second, he w as made before them.

(2) In the first account man and woman are created 
together as the last w ork o f creation, and are blessed 
together ; in the second account the man is made first, 
and the wom an at a later period.

(3) In the first narrative it is clearly implied that the 
man and woman were created in the same manner ; in
the second they were not created at all, the man being 
made out o f dust, and the woman formed out o f one of 
the man’s ribs.

(4) In the first account man is made the lord of all the 
earth, which implies that he w as free to go  and live 
where he pleased ; in the second account he is placed in 
a garden and given w ork to do.

(5) In the first narrative both man and woman receive 
the common name “ A d a m ” ; in the second the man 
only, is so named, and he gives a name denoting sex to 
the wom an himself. He also know s exactly how the 
wom an w as made, though he is stated to have been in 
a “  deep sleep ”  while the w ork w as being done.

TH E W ICK E D N ESS OE TH E W H O LE HUM AN RACE.

“ And Yahveh saw that the 
wickedness of man was great 
in the earth, and that every 
imagination of the thoughts 
of his heart was only evil con­
tinually. And it repented 
Yahveh that he had made man 
on the earth, and it grieved 
him at his heart. And Yahveh 
said, I will destroy man whom 
I have created from the face 
of the ground ” (Gen. vi. 5-7).

“ And the earth was corrupt 
before Elohim, and the earth 
was filled with violence. And 
Elohim saw the earth, and 
behold it was corrupt ; for all 
flesh had corrupted his way 
upon the earth. And Elohim 
said unto Noah, The end of all 
flesh is come before me ; for 
the earth is filled with violence 
through them ; and behold 1 
will destroy them with the 
earth” (Gen. vi. 11-13).

COM M AND TO  NOAH TO  T A K E  A N IM ALS INTO A R K .

“ O f every clean beast thou 
shalt take to thee seven and 
seven, themaleand his female; 
and of the beasts that are not 
clean two, the male and his 
female; of the fowl also of the 
air, seven and seven, male and 
fem ale: to keep seed alive 
upon the face of all the earth.
.......And Noah did according
unto all that Yahveh com­
manded hi m” (Gen. vii. 
2, 3. 5)-

“ And of every living thing 
of all flesh, two of every sort 
shalt thou bring into the ark, 
to keep them alive with thee ; 
they shall be male and female. 
O f the fowl after their kind, 
and of the cattle after their 
kind, of every creeping thing 
of the ground after its kind, 
two of every sort shall come 
unto thee, to keep them alive. 
.......Thus did Noah; accord­
ing to all that Elohim com­
manded him, so did he ” (Gen. 
vi. 19-22),

TH E  GOIN G INTO TH E A R K .

“ And Noah went in, and 
his sons, and his wife, and his 
sons’ wives with him, into the 
ark, because of the waters of 
the flood. O f clean beasts, 
and of beasts that are notclean, 
and of fowls, and of everything 
thatcreepethupon the ground, 
there went in two and two 
unto Noah into the ark, male
and female........And Yahweh
shut him in ” (Gen. vii. 7-9,16).

“ In the self-same day 1 
tered Noah, and Sheni>aLV- ‘  V U  AV\_>Ct i i ,  C l l  ■ v_l ►_»*»----- ---

Ham, and Japheth, the sen 
of Noah, and Noah’s "'''f 
and the three wives of 
sons with them, into the a*»’ 
they, and every beast after1 
kind, and all the cattle a« 
their kind, and every creep1 vj 
thing that creepeth upon 1 
earth after its kind, and 
fowl after its kind, every b' . 
of every sort. And they" . 
in unto Noah into the a ’ 
’two and two of all flesh " llL 
in is the breath of file” ( 
vii. 13-15).

TH E COM MENCEMENT O F TH E FLO O D . ^
“ In the six hundred >e‘ j 

of Noah’s life, in the see 
„„„Anteentn

“ For yet seven days, and I 
will cause it to rain upon the 
earth forty days and forty
nights...... And it came to pass
after the seven days that the 
waters of the flood were upon
the earth.......And the rain was
upon the earth forty days and 
forty n i g h t s . a n d  the waters 
increased, and bare up the 
ark, and it was lift up above 
the earth ” (Gen. vii. 4, 10, 
12, 17).

month, on the seventeen - ^  
of the month, on the sai (|,e 

1 ..iitlS
. an®

were all the fountains ,e
great deep broken up, fC 
windows of heaven " s
opened...... And the
upon the earth ; and^ e f  
prevailed, and increasedg' \  
ly upon the earth ; and tn ^ 
went upon the face f  
w aters” (Gen. vii. n> 17’

TH E DEATH  O F E V E R Y  LIVIN G

“ And every living thing 
was destroyed which was upon 
the face of the ground, both 
man, and cattle, and creeping 
thing, and fowl of the heaven ; 
and they were destroyed from 
the earth: and Noah only 
was left, and they that were 
with him in the ark ” (Gen. 
vii. 23).

TH E  A B A T E M E N T OF 

“ And the rain from heaven 
was restrained; and the waters 
returned from off the earth
continually’.......And it came to
pass at the end of forty days, 
that Noah opened the window 
of the ark which he had m ade: 
and he sent forth a raven, and 
it went forth to and fro until 
the waters were dried up from 
off the earth. And he sent 
forth a dove from him, to see 
if the waters were abated 
from olf the face of the 
ground ; but the dove found 
no rest for the sole of her foot, 
and she returned unto him.
.......And he stayed yet other
seven days ; and again he sent 
forth the dove out of the ark ; 
and the dove came in to him 
at eventide : and, lo, in her 
mouth an olive leaf pluckt
off...... And he stayed yet other
seven d ays; and sent for the 
dove ; and she returned not

“ And all
CREATURE-

flesh died
art11’

b«1”S1’moved upon the earru» (> 
fowl, and cattle, ana 
and every creeping t lu f  J  

the earW-creepeth upon 
every man : all 
nostrils was the breath

Of&

in the dry land, c 
vii. 21, 22).

'id
TH E W A T E R S , ETC.

“ And the waters P J u g , 
upon the earth * ■ £i° ^
and fifty days. - a,id e\t]i
remembered No j tj,e c‘ a:
living thing, and ^  
that were with a w'i>) t],e 
and Elohim matjrth> ^  
pass over the . t|ie . (|)£ 
waters assuage^ ep 
tains also of tl ® vef l et>l 
windows of after1 
stopped......A fand AH!
of an hundred a ed.the waters dec lieSe
the ark rested* 
month, o n _ n̂th, uf

■ eK 
the sciiti1 
sev< > $

day of the on*'!th:
mOT'A-at 

• c nf Arar, wji m ountains aSed c
the w aters d J ^ j b  *  J  
a lly  until tne nth> \Vfr 
i n ythe tenth1
first day of ^  <  $
lhe topS ^ d  it 'lb-
seen........f Iulndrcd „th- ,
in the six < ti„
year,uuve , U“ U onv̂  iviuiiivu - J - • « qJ U‘v i jjp

again unto him any more....... first " w  dri®, ,1 „„
- - - - -  ' • waters were .And ^ ^And Noah removed the cover­

ing of the ark, and looked, 
and, behold, the face of the 
ground was dried” (Gen. viii. 
2. 3. fi-«3)-

the eiarth
»ith, •second monm; Jay • jo 

and twenty ^ 1 1  
month, w*5. v!ii. tb»
(Gen-V" - '4: be

From the foregoing paragraphs g p j r ( c4 *
we have two independent accounts .„,e 1 J\\%j uav t  ivvu w w*— « gOme $

liave been cleverly pieced together
t.d-the only m atters not common to j oV-c

the sending out of the raven and 1 1 Mount<Jt i ,on ”  the Ie. M 9the statement that the ark rested n to the \$ 
the other. The account in the co u ^  n''1-!

ri'i
the pen o f the Jehovist ; that on1 °^S.ue(
Priestly brother. The latter, d  vV<raltof>
style and mode of expressing himse^. QapoV ¡5
H is lan guage, to use the wo^ stor i^ L lc e dt' f 0̂  
that o f a jurist rather than a % ¡11 be 11 1

' 'on i0a( oi

th ^niontih

stantial, formal, and precise. ' tcntion 
Priestly writer pays particum anr
and knows the exact day,
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imaginary occurrences connected with the legendary 
‘Jeluge, as he does also of the mythical Exodus (Ex. xii. 
4°’ 4 ')- In this writer’s account of the going into the 

(Gen. vii. 13-15) we have an example of what Dr. 
r>ver calls his “ lawyer-like circumlocution,” in which 

p.aragraph are also found two of his characteristic expres- 
l^as ■“ the self-same day ” and “ after their kind,” the

also occurring in his account of the Creation.

lhat
Th .
a).ne on}y important contradiction in the two stories is 

0 plating to the animals which Noah was commanded 
birds 6 *n °̂ t l̂e aidi— *n one case> seven pairs of a ll
both f'1C? " clean ” beasts ; in the other, one pair only
'vhv h k'rds ancl beasts without distinction. The reason 
Nom ac Jehovist represents “ the Lord ” as commanding 
"Un . t° Lake in more of the “ clean” than of the 
addir6an ” ar>imals will be seen from the following 

IOn which he makes to the narrative :—
0p And Noah builded an altar unto Yahveh ; and took 
I, CVery  clean beast, and of every clean fowl, and offered 
-./at offerings on the altar. And Yahveh smelled the 

^ t Cet savour ” (Gen. viii. 20).
his si°r writer’s foresight in making provision (in 
thea .?rN) f°r these sacrifices after the coming out of 
°oly all the domestic animals would have been saved 
sacrifi ° cremated. But even this provision for 
animaf e .ls only made in the command to take the 
pairs * 'ato the ark ; the writer forgot to make seven 
lit I,;0 kirds or clean beasts actually enter that vessel. 
V 0\ ! c,count’ as in the other, the animals went 

and two,” male and female.
in

A b r a c a d a b r a .
(  To be concluded. )

Book Chat.
Wat

exceedlngly up-to-date magazine, the Butterfly, is stillS ln£ of 1 K y UI 
„‘Ptenibe • eaufy and a joy to its numerous readers. The 
pitied contains a most blasphemous contribution,
(■ .'X-rly ¡.j vision of Judgment.” It is appropriately and 

T|Ustrated by that most profane artist, Mr. S. IIh
bk̂ 0t ofnAiiSame num êr also contains a portrait of the 

Leslie-  ̂ ^le Russias. which would ensure the printer, 
, Sik̂  •* and nrltf__ f A.’ __ ___ !______
S i ber>a.

and editor of this magazine a prolonged holiday 
?lr*lons’ 0lr worse, provided it was issued in the Czar’s 
1,eyiy ¿ . .  luckily, we shall be spared the spectacle of theefl)' be' ^uAKIiy> we snail be spa___

lng broken on the wheel of officialism.

S i a'\!y itrTsent]y-PubllShed History of the Religious Tract 
' Stated that fir'linn line nlu-nvc nlnved a most im-h'tant ' ,s stated that fiction has always played^ ^ ( The 

Stj>artin the Society’s propaganda. c-irculation of
'W ^ 'schiedy responsible for t h e  « ^ ‘S v - b e d . Lying 
rr the a[an >’arn about Thomas Fames ■ vv;th C h n s -  
llS  glory of Gawd is S t i l l  one of the line .

t0 hcar of the death of..DJ ’ f t ' ourXlecturc0li . .had the pleasure of meeting « gentU
>> i ? h  He was a fine-looking, scholarly oW

fly  0f Heruli occurred on August 21. . preacher ; 1
1,1 ’«39 he was a/ ^ reSbfterians. H ¡s.^e “  the Methodists and joined the j Union 1

e  Ua -etary of the American Sant t y was admitted l 
W  • V|ng religious employment, w • p'reetbougli 

SiSs, ana i863- Dr. Westbrook wrote some 1 A ica 
X r ln,d.was for three years President of the

j  U n >on .  3 ___________

duty t0 rccord the funferaj' ° fwest'S L̂ond'eS H , wi-a,?d respected member of tl Marylebor
iX r y ^ h  took place on Monday at "  ^  ,
l'4l,adv | ast/h w h ley . There was a W g dox, an

the rati • 
flit Member USt 'lavc
V ° rtf„- s of "

i t  e r̂e,% °̂henltlat tlie".'"'!us’ some ol wnom are urmuuuA, <u 
,tf'1e'bb I,lllst h-,ratl0n:d and eloquent address delivered , 

%,°r theefrs °f tli,,Vr>lnade a good impression on the latte 
"'t'. d ‘Act tllat ,, u'ch would have been more numeroi 

Iai-Ler Uley did not know of the event until vei

X
*hicl ----- “----------------

S i k d ^ o f  whin)6 .endeavor to attain is scientific trut 
sNl 'i.'AVs ,Vestiimr 1 ls ibat it will bear untrammelled ai 
W ti/rS  Ver‘fi:ib|0°n‘I Such truth must be not only verifie 
'(I . i- Ho It mini n'nlmmp every test ; it mi(l;11 C Sc0r>fi'a Crii;!’; 11 must welcome every ica i, u. mu 

C C,soi. !n': higher or lower, from no analys °f 1-.- *! it an 1 c 'allonges them all. It asks for 1 
'haster ^ ! ,  *° 1,0 authority; it relies on tl

rdaniel G. Brinton.

Correspondence.
DR . ST. GEORGE M IVART REPLIES.

TO  TH E EDITO R O F “  TH E F R E E T H IN K E R .”

S i r , — Mr. Charles Watts has, in your last number, very 
courteously criticised my recent Nineteenth Century article on 
“ Continuity.” As one who has been a Freethinker from his 
youth, I venture to ask you to grant me space in your journal 
to make a few explanations to avoid misapprehension.

My paper was not directed to support the truth of any 
theological views held by Christians, but to criticise, from 
a new point of view (that of objective external facts exclu­
sively), the modern doctrine of Anglican “ Continuity.” The 
original title of my article (which the editor, to my surprise, 
changed) was not “ What Church has Continuity?” hut, 
simply, “ What has Continuity ?” and I briefly considered 
the conditions of objects animate and inanimate in this 
respect.

Mr. Watts refers to some former publications of mine 
declaring “ that there was some happiness in hell.” But I 
did not really attempt to declare what are the conditions of 
faulty persons in a future life, abijut which, as yet, I have 
neither experience nor knowledge. My object was to show 
that, upon Catholic principles, there must be not only “ some” 
happiness in hell, but happiness far exceeding that professed 
in this life by even the most fortunate of mankind.

Mr. Watts assumes that I am at a disadvantage in examin­
ing Church matters on account of my “ theological training.” 
But I never had any— beyond being brought up, as other 
boys, at ordinary English schools. Before 1 was seventeen, 
however, I became convinced that the Anglican position was 
logically untenable, and from that conviction I have never 
swerved. But my views have undergone many other modifi­
cations, such as freely-acquired knowledge seemed to me to 
make necessary. “ To cease to change is to cease to live,” 
and to cease to change as regard the intellect seems to me 
to cease to live the highest kind of life.

My critic thinks I attach an exaggerated importance to the 
fact that “ abstractions ” are but “ abstractions.” But looking 
back on my own life, and seeing how I have been subject to 
delusions due to a non-recognition of that truism, and also 
perceiving what widespread delusions now existing are due 
to the same cause, I do not think I have exaggerated the 
need of recognising the fact that “ abstractions of abstrac­
tions ” can never be “ concrete existences.”

My comparison of theology with biology Mr. Watts criticises 
on the ground that doctrines supposed to be revealed can 
never change. I am no theologian, and cannot pretend to 
decide whether, on Church principles, they can change or 
not. All I am certain of is the concrete fact that they do 
change. Many doctrines believed to-day are practically 
novel, and, for my part, I am convinced that anything which 
has been believed (Semper, ntique et at omnibus) is most 
probably untrue, as also that, speaking generally and on the 
whole, “ that which is newest is truest.” My contention, that 
the one thing needful is faithfully to follow the dictates of 
conscience, is declared by my critic to be “ good advice, pro­
vided the conscience was properly trained.” This qualifica­
tion I cannot allow. As long as a man really thinks, how­
ever mistakenly, that a thing ought to be done, or abstained 
from, he is morally bound to do it, or abstain from doing it, 
according to what his conscience tells him. Even a Spanish 
Inquisitor would have recognised this, and said to the man 
he judged to be a heretic : “ As long as you really believe 
your heresy to be true, you should adhere to it, though I 
am sorry to tell you that on public and other grounds I feel 
bound to let you be burnt alive for doing that which you are 
morally bound to do.”

In conclusion, I would assure Mr. Watts I quite agree 
with him in hoping that education will soon diffuse amongst 
the many knowledge which, as yet, is the exclusive privilege 
of the few. S t- G e o r g e  M i v a r t .

September 11, 1899.

Free the Woman.
Can man be free if  woman be a slave ?
Chain one who lives, and breathes this boundless air, 
To the corruption of a closed grave !
Can they whose mates are beasts, condemned to bear 
Scorn heavier far than toil or anguish, dare 
To trample their oppressors ? In their home 
Among their babes, thou knowest a curse would wear 
The shape of woman— hoary crime would come 
Behind, and fraud rebuild religion’s tottering dome.

— S helley, Revolt of Islam,

The spirit of liberty is not merely, as some people imagine, 
a jealousy of our own particular rights, but a respect for the 
rights of others, and an unwillingness that any man, whether 
high or low, should be wronged or trampled under foot.— 
Charming,
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[Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, 

and be marked “ Lecture Notice,”  i f  not sent on post-card.\ 
LONDON.

T he A thenaeum H a ll  (73 Tottenham Court-road, W.) : 7.30, 
G. W. Foote, “ The Dreyfus Affair.”

B radlaugh  C lub and In st it u t e  (36 Newington Green-road, 
Ball’s Pond): 8.30, Animated photographs.

C am be r w ell  (North Camberwell Hall, 61 New Church-road) : 
7.30, J. M. Robertson, “ Christianity and English Foreign Policy.”

O pen-a ir  P ropaganda .
Ba tte r se a  P a r k  G a t e s : 11.30, E. Pack.
B r o c k w e l l  Pa r k  (near Herne-hill Gates): 3.15, E. Pack.
C a m be r w ell  (Station-road): 11.30, F. A. Davies.
H yd e  Pa r k  (near Marble Arch): Lectures every week evening 

at 8. Sunday, at 11.30, Stanley Jones.
H am pstead  H eath  (Jack Straw ’s C a s tle ): 3.15, Stanley Jones.
H ammersmith  (The Grove): 7.15, W. Heaford.
K ilburn  (Glengal-road) : 7.15, R. P. Edwards.
K ingsland (Ridley-road): 11.30, W. Heaford.
M ile  E nd W a ste  : 11.30, A. B. Moss ; 7, S. Jones. September 

27, at 8, E. Pack. •
P eckham  R y e : 3.15, W . Needs.
S. L. E. S. (Peckham Rye): 11.15, A lecture. (Brockwell 

Park) : 3.15, A lecture.
S t r a tfo r d  (The Grove): 7, A. B. Moss.
T he T rian gle (Salmon-lane, Limehouse): 11.30, R. P. Edwards. 

September 26, at 8, E. Pack.
V ictoria  Park (near the Fountain): 3.15, W. Heaford.

COUNTRY.
B irmingham  B ranch (Prince of Wales Assembly Rooms): 

C. Watts— 11, “ The Emancipation of Thought” ; 6.30, “ Colonel 
Ingersoll as I Knew Him.”

C hatham  S ecular  S o cie ty  (Queen’s-road, New Brompton ): 
2.45, Sunday School.

Edinburgh (Moulders’ Arms, 105 High-street): 7, Mr. Stratton, 
A lecture. Discussion.

G lasgo w  (no Brunswick-street): 12, Discussion Class; 6.30, 
A lecture.

L eicester  S ecular  So c ie ty  (Humberstone-gate): 6.30, A 
Musical Evening, conducted by Mr. Lowe.

L iverpool (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square): 7, Mr. Hammond, 
“ Theistic Fallacies.”

Manchester  S ecular  Ha ll  (Rusholme-road, All Saints): 
C. Cohen— n , “A Scientific Confession of Faith”; 3, "The Dying 
of Death”; 7, “ The Origin of God.” Tea at 5.

N ew c astle-on-T yne (1 Grainger-street) : 3, Members’ Meeting 
— important business.

F orth  B ranch  (100 Primrose-street, Tonypandy): 5, A Meeting.
S h effield  S ecular  So c ie ty  (Hall of Science, Rockingham- 

street) : 7, A lecture.Lecturers’ Erig’ag’ements.
C. Cohen, 17 Osborne-road, High-road, Leyton.—September 

24, Manchester. October i, Glasgow.

A rthur B. Moss, 44 Credon-road, London, S.E.— September 
24, m., Mile End; e., Stratford.

R. P. E d w ar d s, 9 Caxton-road, Shepherd’s Bush.—September 
24, m., Limehouse ; a., Hampstead ; e., Mile Find.

E. P a c k , 10 Henstridge-place, Ordnance-road, St. John’s Wood. 
— September 24, Battersea Park.

H. P er cy  W a r d , 5 Alexandra-road, Edgbaston, Birmingham. 
—September 24, Derby. October 1, New Brompton. 8, Liver­
pool. 15, Birmingham. 22, Leicester. 29, Huddersfield. Novem­
ber 5, Birmingham. 12 and 19, Manchester. 26, Birmingham. 
December 17, Birmingham.

POSITIVISM.
“ Reorganisation, without god or hing, by the systematic 

worship o f H um anity."
Information and publications on the Religion of Humanity 

may be obtained free on application to the Church of 
Humanity, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

Ingersoll’s New Lecture.

T H E  D E V I LPrice 6d. post free.
London : R. Fordcr, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Works by the late R. G. Ingersoll-
T he H ouse of D eath. 

Funeral Orations and Ad­
dresses. Handsomely printed 
and bound, is.

T iie D evil. 6d. 
S uperstition. 6d.
D efence of F reethougiit. 

A Five Hours’ Speech at the 
Trial of C. B. Reynolds for 
Blasphemy. 6d. 

S hakespeare. 6d.
T he Gods. 6d.
T he H oly B ible. 6d.
R eply to Gladstone. With 

a Biography by J. M. Wheeler.
4d.

R ome or R eason ? A Reply 
to Cardinal Manning. 4d. 

C rimes against C riminals. 
3‘1-

O ration on W alt W hitman. 
3d-

O ration on V oltaire. 3d. 
A braham L incoln. 3d. 
Paine the Pioneer. 2d. 
H umanity’s D ebt to T homas 

Paine. 2d.
E rnest R enan and Jesus 

Christ. 2d.
T rue R eligion. 2d.
T hree Philanthropists. 2d. 
L ove the R edeemer. 2d.

jil.
W iiat is R eligion? 2d.
Is S uicide a S in ? 2d. 
Last.W ords on S uicide. 
God and the State. 2d. , 
W hy am I an Agnostic 

Part I. 2d. .1
W hy am I an Agnost 

Part II. 2d. , ,j
Faith and Fact. ReP‘l 

Dr. Field. 2d. Jr
God and Man. Second m 

to Dr. Field. 2d.
T he D ying C reed. 2d.
T he L imits of T oleRATIO’1'

Ilo»'A Discussion with the - . 
F D. Coudert and Gov. S 
Woodford. 2d. ,

H o u s e h o l d  of Faitii. 2d'
2d.

*Cotf*!

A rt and Morality.
Do I Blaspheme ?
T he Clergy and 

Sense. 2d.
Social Salvation. 
Marriage and D ivorce 
Skulls. 2d. a

T he G reat Mistake. 
L ive T opics, id.

2d.

Myth and Miracle. d.
R e a l  B la sp h e m y . J(j,
R epairing the Idols. - , 
C hrist and Miracles. 1 
C reeds and S pirituaiM '’

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.E-

T H E  BEST BOOK
ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, I BELIEVE, -jTRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.
By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.S-S-

ill ^160 pages, with portrait a7id autograph, bound in cloth, Sl 
Price ts., post free.

In order to bring the information within the reach °^pj jet¡¿i  
most important parts of the book are issued in a Pa Tpipld®1 
pages at ONE pe n n y , post free 2d. Copies of the P 
distribution is. a dozen post free.

<o°'J ,i>

The National Reformer of September 4, 1892, sa'ie,it
Holmes’ pamphlet......is an almost unexceptional stat app',
v „ „  .u ---------- , ____. . .  A j .t,Munrh<"* '

„(If-

^au.jnm-l.................13 dll dlliiUSL U11CALCJIUV“ -'- lollO111 .jPC
Neo-Malthusian theory and practice......and thro F , seP .i.. v
to moral feeling......The special value of Mr. Ho 11 d1*
the N eo-M althusian cau se  and to human well-bc|ng -eldthe Neo-Malthusian cause and to human welF-«— =:cinenl ' 0u,l‘ 
just his combination in his pamphlet of a plain sta jn 
physical and moral need for family limitation with a i t0.-i 
of the means by which it can be secured, and an1 ^  „
cerncd of the requisites at the lowest possible Pr'cep rysda*fi

V<’

The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr.
Allbutt, and others, have also spoken of it in ver, 

The trade supplied by R. Fo r d e r , 28 Stonecutter-1-
E.C. Other orders should be sent to the author, ^

J. R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAGE. ^

W. J . Rendell’s “ Wife’s Frie"
p- &

Recommended by Mrs. Besant in Law of P°PU
i t — . . j u _j, t̂ MildeDr. Allbutt in 

C had well-street, 
in larger quantities).

(rcJu-1
Wife’s Handbook, p. 51. Mane e 
, Clerkenwell ; 2s. per doz., PoS)C3 eO',e

For particulars send stamp1mportant Caution.
B ew are  o f  useless imitations substituted by

de**fO

; thPPuchemists, the words “  Rendell & Co,” and “ /• -ve - 
being speciously and plausibly introduced to de jpgl'

Loo k  for  A utograph  R egistered
Trad®

No.

In Red Ink ON EACH BOX, WITHOUT WHICH Nl-
^versf'C* ¡y  -

IS. 20- fy t“ .4s. (xb, and 5s. 3d. Dr. Palfrey's Powaer, 3s. 1 
pound, is. 2d. Dr. Allbutt's Quinine 1 
prices post free. , ,y
v 1 ________________________— . ba'L V ’5
T  ESSONS IN FRENCH.— Monsieur J" t e e *  \S-V 
I J Pupils. Easy plan and efficiency PTl' tj.squA 

moderate. Address, 32 Store-street, Bed
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Books t o  Read,
History of Religion. By F. J. Gould. 3 vols. 

^ • *•» 2s. 6d.; vol. ii., 3s. 6d.; vol. iii., 5s.
°̂̂ ume unveils the superstitions of savages and primitive man, and 

Arabia 'r’H f, characteristics of the religions of America, Finland, China, Egypt, 
w-®3» Syria, India, Japan, Persia, the Kelts, Greeks, and Romans. 

e?olains th .tyme takes to pieces the whole of the Old Testament literature, and 
difficult h • ° f the various parts. The Third Volume plunges into the most
ti ̂ aul ls|°*‘lcal problems, traces the growth of the Chnstian movement, the lives 
âiiunaiisj- , us Gvith due separation of the mythical elements), and affords a 

' s lc analysis of the whole of the New Testament books.
tthi(

the

lartS of the Great Religions. By C. T . Gorham. 
se pages, is., by post is. 2d.

108

Trial
th,

" aSnum Of Theism. By G. J. H o lyo aKE. (The author’s 
opus; only a few copies in print.) Cloth, 2s. 6d. net

rJlfij^n and Nature of Secularism: Showing that where 
H0t 0ught commonly Ends Secularism Begins. By G. J. 

0lvOake. Cloth.2S.6d.

Saw?]? ° f  Morality Independent of Obligation or
jfoa llon- By M. G uyau . Cloth, 3s. 6d.

Ratio?, Rationalism. Being a Sketch of the Progress of the 
HcCABa‘lst ^P'r't i”  the Nineteenth Century. By Joseph  
, ' E> Cloth, 2s. 6d.

Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, E.C.
‘-°nd0n

L o w e r s OF FREETHOUGHTBYG , W . Foote.Cq Second Series (cloth), 2s. 6d.
('Gur.j''’ :—Luscious Piety—Tlie Jewish Sabbath— God s Day 
> e  °r Stokes on Immortality— Paul Bert- Converting a 
;„God Bmdlaugh’s Ghost— Christ and Brotherhood— The Sons 
Prists r Ielcll>zedek— S ’w’elp me God— Infidel Homes Are 
r?HtiPc ?—Are Atheists Wicked ?— Rain Doctors—1 ious

L  Thus saith the Lord "— Believe or be Damned 
> n  1  p a r ity — Religion and M oney-Clotted Bosh-Lord 
JSlanAtheism— Christianity and Slavery— Christ Up to Date 
A  l O m ar'd Christianity— Altar and Throne— Martin Luther 
C A o h S?Iof Folly— A Lost Soul-H appy in H ell-T h e Act of 
pA ^ v, Hardie on Christ— Blessed be ye Poor— Converted 
A t  0: 1̂ - Booth's Ghost— Talmage on the Bible— Mrs. 
"■ •ĥ nitv eat  ̂ and After— The Poets and Liberal I heology 

aLanc* Labor— Duelling— An Easter E gg for Christians 
the Dead Men-Smirching a H e ro -K it Marlowe 

'̂w'-birf ,Jst—Jehovah the Ripper— The Parsons Living 
t̂ki Bradlaugh Backslide? —  Frederic Harrison

the Bible 1— Forgive and ^ h  Revolu-
Great Ghost-Atheism  M urdercrs-AHsio,8goulsm_ j esus at the Derby-yAtheist

for Eunuchs— Rose-Water Religion.

R. Forder, 28 StonccutteM treet^jj-----

, Now Ready. , •

^tianity and Agnostic is i •
A  Correspondence betweeniGVlflAN OF THE CHURCH IN SCOTLAn AND\ GE ANDERSON, Agnostic, London.

S t ^ ^ e s p ---------------------------
■ V ?k'nterol!^nce Was °ot intended for publication, and is allSt*nE-r.n tu _.----  . -r------- —

°n.

clerilUl'!i 0,1 that account. It arose out of an apphea- 
1 his 1?,- n'an to Mr. Anderson fora subscription towardsLnurch.

\V,llts Price Sixpence.
A Go., 17 Johnson’s-court, E.C. ; R. Forder, 2S 

Stonecutter-street, E.C

J. Greevz
Leec*s ; or S. R. Thompson, 25 Chats-

»Ai •'

O^Pel A.?riE Influences. Samples Free, 
‘«e. n. Allerto,,, Leeds ~ "  ~ ’

Liverpool.
th? Pe

T,

iXu*.’ s pentist, 3 3 Strand (opposite Somerset
0C  * fc Best nn VU LCAN ITE, 2s. ¿ L  each ; upper or 
‘*i U|>$. jlj,r hourŝ Uj !iy» 4s* each ; upper or lower, £2 . 

ih ^°u Da" en rc<lu>red ; repairing or alterations 
1 °n „I, ,y m°re than the above, they are fancy 
’ • <2xtr',.!!n,rn> 7s- 6d. each ; on 18 ct. gold, 15s. ; 

- Ct‘° ^  Painless by gas, Ss.

N, W ,  ’ unt, S6 Central-drive and Read’s-road,

i

er t̂e to, njtniJ Private Apartments. Good accom-

In stout paper covers, is.; cloth, 2s.

THE

OF GODIn the Light of the Higher Criticism.
With Special Reference to D ean  F a r r a r ’s New Apology.

B y  G . W . F O O T E .
Contents:— Introduction— The Bible Canon— The Bible and 

Science —  Miracles and Witchcraft— The Bible and Free- 
thought— Morals and Manners— Political and Social Progress 
— Inspiration— The Testimony of Jesus— The Bible and the 
Church of England— An Oriental Book— Fictitious Supremacy.

” I have read with great pleasure your Book o f God. You have 
shown with perfect clearness the absurdity of Dean Farrar’s posi­
tion. I congratulate you on your book. It will do great good, 
because it is filled with the best of sense expressed with force and 
beauty.”— Col. R. G. Ingersotl.

“ A volume we strongly recommend...... Ought to be in the hands
of every earnest and sincere inquirer. ”— Reynolds's Newspaper.

“ Mr. Foote takes the Dean’s eloquence to pieces, and grinds 
the fragments to power. His style, as a whole, is characterised 
by a masculine honesty and clearness.”— Ethical World.

“ Mr. Foote is a good writer—as good as there is anywhere. 
He possesses an excellent literary style, and what he has to say 
on any subject is sure to be interesting and improving. His 
criticism of Dean Farrar’s answers fully justifies the purpose for 
which it was written.”— Truthsceker (New York).

“ A style at once incisive, logical, and vivacious........Keen
analysis and sometimes cutting sarcasm...... More interesting than
most novels.”— Literary Guide.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Now Ready. Cloth, 192 pages, 2S. 6d.

BRIM STONE BALLADS
A N D  O T H E R  V E R S E .

By G. L. M ACKENZIE.

W ith Intro ductio n  b y  G. W. F o o te.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Just published, price 2d., by post 2j^d.,

Men “ after God’s Own Heart.”BEINGBRIEF SKETCHES OF THE LIVES OF NOAH, ABRAHAM, MOSES, AND DAVID.
By CH ARLES W ATTS.

London : Watts & Co., 17 Jolmson’s-court, Fleet-street, E.C.

New Pamphlet by C. Cohen.

PAIN & PROVIDENCE.
P R IC E  O N E  P E N N Y .

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

HERB BEER.
The best is made from

HW AITES’ 6d. PACKET OF MIXED KERBS.
One Packet will make 8 gallons o f real genuine Herh Beer 
rections with each packet. By post 6 stamps.1HWA1 i ES, Herbalist, 2 Cliurcb-row StocKton-nn TilCQ

Agents Wanted.
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I N G E R S O L L ’S  L A S T  L E C T U R E .

W H A T  I S  R E L I G I O N ? ”
A n  Address delivered before the

A M E R IC A N  F R E E  R E L I G I O U S  A S S O C IA T IO N , A T  B O S T O N , J U N E  2, l8"

Freethinkers should keep a copy of this Lecture always by them. It was Ingersoll’s last 
utterance on the subject of religion. It shows him to have been a “ rank Atheist” to 
the very end. Moreover, it is a summary of his life’s teaching, and embalms his ripest 
thought.

PR IC E  T W O PEN CE.

LO N DO N  : R. FO R D E R , 28 ST O N E C U T T E R -ST R E E T , E.C.

Now Ready.
TH E HOUSE OF DEATH.

BEING

F U N E R A L  ORATIONS, A D D R E S S E S , ETC.,

C O L O N E L  I N G E R S O L L .
B e a u tifu lly  P rin te d  on F in e  T h ick  P a p er and H a n d so m ely  Bound-

Contents:— Speech at Walt Whitman’s Burial— Tribute to Henry Ward Beecher— Tribute to Courtlandt Pal^rf

Tribute to Roscoe Conklin— In Memory of Abraham Lincoln— Tribute to Elizur W right— Address at Horacew . .  II rj. 1 -n M . . ><• 1 I IT ITT, A« T.T. 1 I. __ Rent»11.. *■— Mrs. Mary H. Fiske— Tribute to Richard H. Whiting— Mrs. Ida Whiting Knowles— At the Grave of BenJ 
Parker— Tribute to Rev. Alexander Clark— Death of John G. Mills— At the Grave of Ebon C. Ingersoll— Death o ĵ jfe1 
Paine— Death of Voltaire— At the Tomb of Napoleon— Heroes of the American War— At a Child’s Grave—Throng 
Death— Death of the Aged— If Death Ends All.

P R IC E  ONE SHILLING.

L O N D O N : R. F O R D E R , 28 S T O N E C U T T E R -ST R E E T , E.C.

P R E P A R E  F O R  W I N T E R

2 Leading Lines with which I Defy all Competition- ^
T H E “ RATIONAL" 0 V£Bc°ALOT 11.1 Pair Pure Wool Blankets.1 Pair Large Bed Sheets.1 Beautiful Quilt.1 White Tablecloth, lib. Free Clothing Tea.

All for 21s. Carriage Paid.

TO MEASURE.

Single Breasted, 
Double Breasted, ^ s '

Materials Meltons in Black, & lie’ ^ ti& 
Fawn. Beavers in Black or Blue- 
Grey, Brown, or Fawn Mixtures. ^  

Patterns and Self-Measurement

To m y Rationalist Friends E v e ry w h e ^ 6' tK
I ask one favor from you, and one only, and that is send for my patterns and quotations- ^y:
fairly with what you can get elsewhere ; then buy where you can get best value. If an °̂l'r't; of <1 ^
from me at any time that does not give perfect satisfaction, I will return either all or P- ‘ ¡ve 
If there is any man or woman who would like to add a little to their income, I can and win »

So let all such people write to me at once for further particulars.in business.

J .  W. GOTT, 2 and 4 Union-street, Bradford

Printed and Published by G. W. Foots, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C.
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