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Dreyfus—Martyr!

0] a feeling- of sickness that | take up the pen
ti'at ntC °nCe more 011 Dreyfus case. The fate of
anj U'haP_Pyman is enough to touch the stoniest heart,
melt;  'VrinfiT tears from eyes the most unused to the
why ij? ni0°d. Talk about the martyrdom of Jesus!
"as' ,II'VaS n°thine to Ic martyrdom °f Dreyfus. One
ltes | °ver in less than twenty-four hours ; the other
jears Stec” five years, and now threatens to last five
drcu °nSer. First came the arrest of Dreyfus in

*F'vb Stances °f great cruelty, then his badgering and
"fetei,6 ItIn™ In Pr'son by Du Paty de Clam and other
his d Cs' t'len bis villainous trial by court-martial, then
fanatica[adat'On bcf°re lines of soldiers and a mob of
[oql civitians, then his almost unparalleled torture
ki evil s Island, then his removal with
Sﬁpnr thg to France, and then his long trial by a
ofiJh-}g JUr*'niartial at Rennes, under methods of pro-
c‘vili(edthat excited the astonishment of the whole
lion, orbi; and now comes his second condemna-
arfther n another degradation in perspective, and
~oted ,, years of imprisonment. Meanwhile his
‘vlie must be nearly heart-broken, his children
*Wr ' fatler at a time when love should be growing
“fitlﬂm li?<a“ and them, and’his reputation is branded
‘f>>n,omi ;;Us name of “ Traitor.” And the man is
Xts Op' everybody who is at all acquainted with the
"ko o ,e case knows he is innocent. The generals
recem o, leir malice at Qisny gy after day; duging the
] of rt'martial, know he is innocent ; the seven
rn|jsts U® court-martial know he is innocent ; the
K Paris kn'V*C>'Vr'e t°r the Clnirch-and-Army papers
n'fohijg  °'v be is-uinegent. Thesreal criminals can
v. yare \\\ morr»ent; their guilt is indisputable, yet
J‘etin ;s °'Ved to go scot free, while their innocent
I~ond erif,' Ctl and tortured in a way that is almost
Qme Lf)tldurance. It is wonderful that Dreyfus has
loilg; and perii;ins it will be even more

1L erful If |
€ lbves through the rest of his appointed

Uk, the

ing'T0Ojudgment of the Court
thes abppe that justice would soo
the;u.°nd court-martial proceeded, ai rai Mercier
ardhi5es Was so openly hostile, win e interminable
dech(.C’"catiucs were permitted to m‘,jucing a single
tas A Sr:?r:ﬁ]@ﬁlthe prisoner, without adducing .

evitititfilned to" eviience>1 began to feel that H’ustice

of Sassatig. lifigtess
attitude of

'id mkthat tii, suffer another overthrow. t was
) «encrais were resolved to move heaven
TilulttCc.""'and heiff" 'vc,c

it & "They 00— rather than let Dreyfus be
vtera,'v  they far-sued him with passionate hatred,
¢ bale I clo°tO Personal malice in all their
tO%e for™ 1 ™that .not believe that the shooting of
sh feceiv '°Ve Of~*Cn‘bd man who is acting in this

it °°titin-e any p Justice, and who positively declines
Was ce—1 fo B believe, | say, that Ki8

vas Q:\ﬁgtw ; ) : .
Q% e 6I’j ° ‘b of an isolated fanatic. | believe
th > e Ciiie Man after man has disappeared
kith *eto i'cqu-rt'°?- Ibat suited the interest of the
» °ut[ cnre to bmiself owes his life to the fact
*N0. _k°f the u,niahe it impossible for them to put
ya/\ Jy.  Moreover, it is against all
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probability that man after man should meet death just at
the psychological moment for Dreyfus’s persecutors. It
must be remembered that M. Labori was shot— they
tried to steal his papers too —just as he was going to
the court to begin his cross-examination of General
Mercier and the other high military witnesses against
Dreyfus. At any rate, the animus of the generals was
unmistakable ; and it was hardly to be expected that
seven subordinate officers would return a verdict that
would virtually stamp a number of superior officers as
liars and rogues. In the circumstances, it is surprising
that two of those seven subordinate officers had the
courage to dissent from the verdict of the other five.
Their names are not disclosed, but their identity will be
known to the generals, who will probably see that they
are hunted out of the army— not, perhaps, just yet, but
at the earliest convenient moment.

Dreyfus has been sacrificed to the amour propre of the
French Army. And behind the Army is the Church—
about which I shall have more to say next week. This
is a matter which deeply concerns Freethinkers. |
think 1 shall also be able to show that it very much
concerns the English nation.

Never has one man’s trial excited the world’s atten-
tion like this trial of Dreyfus. Every country utters its
protest against this scandalous act of injustice. France
is warned that the whole of civilisation is watching her
with disgust and apprehension. One can easily under-
stand the feeling in Germany. The pledged word of
Ihe Government, which is known also to be the pledged
word of the Emperor, has been openly flouted. Now,
the Emperor has his faults, but they do not run in the
direction of falsehood and cunning. He is as proud as
Lucifer, and proud men do not tell lies. The world
believes him when he makes a statement on his honor.
Nor is this all. The French Government has from the
very first had diplomatic intimation from Germany and
Italy, and even from Austria, that it was on the wrong
scent, and that Dreyfus was perfectly innocent, although,
of course, the guilty parties could not be indicated. Of
late, indeed, it has been pretty plainly suggested that
the real traitors were Henry and Esterhazy, and hints
have been thrown out that somebody still higher is one
of the culprits. It is perfectly well known all round
that Dreyfus was selected as a scapegoat, and selected
because he was a Jew. The wretches calculated that,
as a Jew, he would have no friends ; that they might
get him out of the way, and that the “leakage ” would
be forgotten. They did not reckon on the truth which

Shakespeare expressed in making Hamlet say that
murder, though it have no tongue, will speak with
most miraculous organ.

Let us not, however, be too severe on the whole

Two officers of the court-martial voted
for truth and justice. If there is the France of Mercier,
Gonse, Roget, Cavaignac, Drumont, and Co., there is
also the France of Picquart, Zola, Clemenceau, Jaures,
Demange, and Labori. France has been deceived and
misled. The guilt of Dreyfus became a tradition
before his innocence had a chance of establishing
itself. Let us recollect, too, that the end is not
yet. The Dreyfus case is not ended. The Court
of Revision has to be heard, the Court of Cassation
has to be heard, the Ministers of Justice and of War
have to be heard. Dreyfus will not be forgotten. The
friends of truth and justice, who have multiplied
amazingly since Zola’s famous letter, will continue their
campaign. They are fighting for more than the honor
and liberty of one man. They are fighting for the
honor and liberty of France. G. W. Foote.

French nation.
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Woman and the Bible.

Emerson has said : “ The position of woman is an index
to the state of civilisation.” No doubt this is quite
true, inasmuch as her influence cannot be over-estimated.
For good or for evil, she wields a power unprecedented
in its potency and unsurpassed in its results. The
mightiest intellects of the earth, the greatest geniuses
of the world, have been inspired by her gentle and
exalted character. The purity of her aspirations, the
fidelity of her devotion, and the sweetness of her con-
solation have been a blessing to man and the sun-
shine of his existence. Without her aid hope would
lose much of its incentive, and society would be barren
of one of its greatest attractions. In youth she is
the dream of man’s happiness, at maturity she is the
joy of his life, and in old age she is his solace and abid-
ing comforter. Her tenderness and affection have shed
a halo of peace around many a desolate heart, and to
her is given the sceptre that controls the destiny of
thousands of the human race. As Secularists, we teach
that “a man possessing the love of an honorable and
intelligent woman has a priceless treasure worthy of
constant preservation in the casket of his affections.”

Few persons will doubt the estimate here given of
woman, but a large section of society ascribes such
excellence of character more to the influence of the
Bible and to religious training than to the natural
goodness of her disposition. If we heeded the wild
statements of orthodox preachers, we might have
serious doubts as to the existence of feminine excellence,
except where caused by the influence of the Bible.

It is, however, extremely absurd to attribute the
higher development of more than one half of the
human race either to the Bible or to the Church.
Even where the position of woman has been improved in
so-called Christian countries, it does not follow that
such improvement has been caused either by Chris-
tianity or the Bible. Social advancement, as a rule,
has not been very rapid among people who were held in
subjection by injunctions which they regarded as divine.
That the Bible teaches the utter subjection of woman
and her-complete inferiority to man is evident from
the book itself. Therein to woman it is said : “ Thy
desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over
thee” (Genesis iii. 16). “ As the Church is subject to
Christ, so let the wives be to their husbands in every-
thing” (Ephesians v. 24). In Exodus a man is allowed
to sell his own daughter to be a slave (xxi.7,8). InJudges
the children of Benjamin are commanded to steal women
(xxi. 20-23). 1° Deuteronomy a man could force a woman
to part with her virtue, and then he could turn her off
“to go whither she will ” (xxi. 10-14). According to
the same book (xxiv. 1), a man could marry a woman,
and. when he grew tired of her, all that was necessary
for him to do was to write her a divorcement and send
her home. There was no redress for the woman if she
found no favor with her husband. If these were Secular
teachings instead of Bible injunctions, we should have
vehement orthodox denunciations of the injustice and
immorality of Secularism.

Moreover, the Bible represents that sin and all our
woes came into the world through woman, Adam shield-
ing himself from all blame by saying “ the woman did
it.” Of course, it was mean and cowardly upon his
part to utter such a statement ; but the fact remains
that the Bible makes Eve the guilty party. In the
curse pronounced by God on woman for simply carry-
ing out his plans she is made the victim of heartless
cruelty. She is told : “ In sorrow thou shalt bring forth
children,” thus making the giving birth to offspring,
which should have been the most beautiful and unalloyed
incident in the drama of life, the most painful and agonis-
ing event among the many sufferings which woman has
to endure. Passing over the abominations recorded in
the Bible in which the virtue of women was sacrificed to
the lust of men, it must not be forgotten that the sub-
jection of woman had the sanction of the Bible God.
And Christ himself held out no hope for her deliverance.
Paul was still more explicit in teaching the inferiority of
woman. It was in America, a *“ Christian country,”
that millions of human beings were kept in slavery
within the memory of the living' generation. That
painful fact can never be obliterated from history. We
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read that in the beginning “ male and female create
them” ; but the male was made the master, and inc »
tian countries he is allowed to remain so at the pre-

tm]?_is to the credit of Freethought, be it said, ,tkl’at»
recognises justice and liberty as being the excu”
rights of no sex, no color, and no nation. They
the birthright of every member of the human *a .f§.
The opening of institutions to women, and the vin j
tion of their right of possessing social privilege5

to those enjoyed by man, have been the result O
triumph of Freethought liberty over theological reS ..
tions. When once women properly read and stu JN
Bible, they will, as in the case of most men who ar j
blinded by priestcraft, give up all belief in its a,(jd
sacred and pure character. To enable one to jua’jts
the true nature of much that the Bible contain5
only necessary to remember that, if such writing™ ™NO
found in any other book, they would not be yt
pass through our General Post Office. We sub”™?jj,
the majority of respectable women would be s ™ s
and justly so, to read many of the obscene Bible S
if they were found, for instance, in our newspr”
W hy is it, then, that women cling so tenaciously” jj
Bible, with all its indecencies, its vulgarities,

insults to their sex? The answer is, that worue fe
been taught from their infancy that the Bib'e jjd
word of God, which was revealed for their guw”™ A,

comfort in life and at death. Taking this for o ue
they have accepted the contents of the book

erring ; hence they have considered that an”oundk
as to the merits, or otherwise, of what is (f
“God’s word” would be not only superfluous,

pious. . Sjers

It is to the interest of the clergy and mia ” jbi
keep women in a false position, and, so I°a» jopsl
trust to priestly guidance, there will be
their securing entire mental freedom and socia N*e®(
It is to be regretted that so many women Of@'&ﬁ"
day support, without really knowing why, ex
institutions. They crowd the various cn" j tk"
chapels. In fact, the congregations which a Icliiin
places are principally composed of women ai
It is amusing to see wives and daughters, Bi o
going to church on Sundays. They appear 1
like lambs led to the slaughter. Is it possib,1 ttieyp,;
can know the contents of the volume of
fess to be so proud ? We think not; for
surely they would be ashamed of the od
cruelty which disgrace so many of its papeT, .

We should like to see more attentian pal R\@@
in Freethought advocacy. They shoul Jy
aware of the objectionable sectionsot 1 j ge” P
that the¥ may understand the true nature e .
they are’ called upon to revere. SPEEId| serv
be rendered to Freethought if Bible readings “umb
by women to women, and if the many PIT™bje™lw'*
the inferiority of woman and her servjK <
man, were pointed out and commented | * 0O (OV
all, it should be shown (1) that the Bible I>
woman ; (2) that in the hands of the .S ¢
her deadliest foe ; (3) that Freethought h"A so3r pf
real redeemer ; and (4) that freedom *rOll"NVatiefl
theology is the basis of her permanent 5 jistal
ourselves, we hope that the time is not @@@f’g]fpif.
priestly control over woman shall en"E\Wh®® ™ K.
religious restrictions shall be remove > Ogo»
slavery shall be blotted out, and when w, is
the fullest possession of that liberty
of true civilisation.

1 Will

tAqg’\
h
T he development of human thought q(.]|.)§

uniform direction throughout its elltl)Hy chaC|ltellin:
ning with a world that was to man
the only forces pictured were conscio
ones, and where the inter-connection ofP1
-—-1 anim
I am writine these articles in response w
| have received from different qiiarteii* N e

months askin? me to deal with the sUi-po”.tad "~
opportunity of recommending to my corr Y cntiU
book, recently published, by C. J. Mclr°~™Y gj.J.

and Determinism" (New Century Press;

The Delusion of Free
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has'h516™ °N' tbe subsequent history of mental growth
theh Sen op tte reduction of this chaos to order by
,50 amshment one after another of the “ wills” and
th» ]S . *kat were pictured as animating nature, and
univ nkin”™ op events into one gigantic network of
tre @S causation. Of many departments of thought
(repr°cess may be said to be complete. No one now
an calling in the assistance of “ soul ” to explain
physic P~enomena °f astronomy, geology, or
eXst.CS  ff the explanation is not to be found in
reear h x*k°°ks, all confidently feel that future
to ko'l Wi” \be Prctty certain to tell us what we wish
foPees*y¥  ~be exP'anation of natural events by occult
rolV Sajas been so generally discredited that it may be
mii Sa*f to be definitely expelled from the scientific
B> Mesznse of the universality of causation, that
m_..wwﬁ is at- any moment the exact result of the
dl, p’‘“8ex'sting prior to that moment, is strong with
ad f-very fresh discovery strengthens this conviction,

tat. most stubborn can be seen gradually yielding
°'ts influence.

Wh~ while this aspect of mental evolution is every-
tjv re discernible, the old forms of thought have not
teranthay without a hard struggle. Every step of the
v at kas been hotly contested, and only too often the
o rs have paid dearly for their triumph. The retreat
* 8 2DIderbafty Kits-heen a gradwai, Af not an_orderly
Fad« one. Like asmall settlement in the midst
Rsa\est tbe little land that science has made its own
adunl<a”S been surrounded by a territory of vast extent
res ahVa®'vn nature, and it is here that the supernatural
physics uS souS'bt and found refuge. Driven from
di—» > thakes cHhater behind the complexity of
S0/Me phenomena, and i the process of exclu-

makes one of its last stands in the doctrine

i t nas the freedom of_ the will. And even dieesf
hoe raP'dly weakening. Time was w

contention between Christian am .
tf Aether man’s will was “ free” or not. No«ad >
C 3 EdQoR (')'C'C'DETe_S a very subordinate Posltl?n- T'be
iy “clar of Christian evidence lecturers PDcann
~  yelping out the old refrain, but the

i. Okave left it severely alone. ) .

"» irsj@dtbgave corferibitedi’tovi@Egds btSin= l«.

Eﬁ@)\l\@%ﬁlw tbe background, but undoubtedly the
Ik scienc- -S been the marvellous advances made
c,sfl tidfCe  physiology. It is now so firmly estab-
n verX.chan e in thought there is a

. PorflinOfhfvery.change in thought_there

stri°Ws syste*, , n8e In the molecules of the brain and
ar°u% dernll ' tbat a man’s whole character may be
d'afgpd that by insufficient, or_ impure food or
S aC!['ér 'S to{ surest method of ewering one’s

allsuck6’ that th~uar Ihe efhciency of the organic

ill .Jfluei-,,,,,_e be,hef in a spontaneous power above
Kz %> \viCes antl determining actions, has neces-

~tforlllay re«;!™eyer plausibility it once possessed.
. ‘ay resist the elaborate Ioglgal a g'r—.gr.‘% %Fsé}?d

Ry\,ﬁ‘letr but t0 successfully resist tie d their
trating spirit of thé times is

out more than once in these columns
Power of language in confusing or
°ught. Often we use words that stand
TR g2 i1 or we satisfy gyr depire far information
Ugry i Irase that leaves us precisely where we

loes ML 15%, f ely> it wi¥l be found, the dispute as @

EOr;di recti

"°$ Ke6‘]ke_iég\\§War °f words pure and simple. What
s ‘e mean ﬁ ik “ree will mean by “will ”? What

much P°n the y freedom ” ? The whole discussion
. r° that /?eaning: attached to these words— so
g" sor/i\(l;b‘ Say that mest 5rough-going HRfmIRst
Kitit [¢ W> 35 that 11 bei'eves in the freedom of the
Tau Sease. Phrase is used in anything like a
V ake-
kk.the ISt Pke \yorg « freedom.” As the libertarian
e stands for absence of determining
, 0\J.\§I therefore, absolutely meaningless.
\ m kn Har ctan ever think of anything
ure;_e absence of determining conditions.

~tiiwbat
ktflp We by liberty when applied to voluntary

c°nnection®*" ?urely mean thaﬁ.ac ions 3V§
with motives, inclinations, “an
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circumstances that one doesnot follow withacertain degree
of uniformity from the other, and that one affords no
inference by which we can conclude the existence of the
other? For these are plain and acknowledged matters
of fact. By liberty', then, we can only mean a power of
acting or not acting, according to the determination of
the will—that is, if we choose to remain at rest, we may;
and if we choose to move, we also may.”

Or, in other words, freedom or liberty does not mean
an absence of determining conditions, but simply an
absence of all external and arbitrary restraint. All
that can reasonably be meant by the liberty of an
individual or of a nation is that each has the oppor-
tunity of acting in accordance with its desires, and is
not forcibly restrained by an outside power ; yet in
either instance natural conditions or natural law
ultimately determine conduct. Personally, I am inclined
to agree with Bain [Emotions and the Will, p. 545), that
“The term ‘liberty ' is brought in by main force into a
phenomenon to which it is altogether incommensurable.”
The term has an exclusively social significance, and has
no legitimate place here. We understand what is meant
by a free State, a free Press, a free man, because in each
case we mean that no external power has the ruling
voice. To ask, “Is a man free?” is intelligible enough;
but to ask, “ Is a man’s will free?” is to ask whether a
man’s actions are wholly unconnected with his physical
structure, his environments, and his antecedents—a
question the absurdity of which is patent in the
framing.

There is a still greater confusion in the use of the
term “ will.” As the libertarian uses this phrase.it
implies the existence in man of an independent entity, a
something that is absolutely uninfluenced in its decisions.
For example, a recent work on ethics by an American
writer, J. H. Hyslop, contains a section bristling with
such expressions as “ If two motives offer different
attractions to the will,” as though the will were some-
thing quite distinct from the motives and independent
of them. Now, of will as an entity we know nothing.
We know, or rather we infer, motives the effects of which
result in action ; but what does any man know of “ will ”
apart from these ?

When we say that a man has the will to perform a
particular action, what do we mean ? Do we mean any
more than that he has a desire to perform that action ?
The only evidence that anyone can have that | “ willed”
to write this article is either that | have written it, or
that | tried to write it and failed. All that we know of
will generally is what is expressed in action. Now,
change the terms slightly. In writing these words |
have some object in view. The object in view is the
motive that determined my writing. But, besides the
existence of a motive impelling me to write, | may be
conscious of others— such as, whether | shall be able to
make the subject clear ; whether it will be interesting
enough for people to read ; with numerous other feel-
ings, all of which may give me pause. Finally, I write,
and it is said it was my will to do so. Now, in saying
this, do | really say anything more than is said in the
simple statement, “ My desires led me to write or,
“ Certain motives impelled me to write ” ? There is no
difference discoverable. They are only alternative ways
of saying the same thing. The will to do a thing is
simply the name given to a motive strong enough to
emerge in action. As Spencer says : “ Will is no more
an existence, apart from'the predominant feeling, than
a king is an existence apart from a man occupying the
throne.” Will, in general, is thus an abstract term
given to all motives that are strong enough to lead to
action, and in a specific case it is the name given to the
motive, or cluster of motives, that outweigh all others
of a contrary character.

There is just one more sense in which we may use the
term “will,” and that is as representing the established
character of the individual as fixed by his education,
structure, and heredity. We can, and do, confidently
count upon certain people exerting their volitions in a
particular manner on a given occasion. We know that
Mr. Blank can pay, or not pay, his debts as he pleases,
and vet we are certain that when the bill is presented he
will infallibly “ please” to do one thing and not the
other. Our judgment of the man is based upon what
we know of his conduct in the past: we argue that, as
he has always “ willed” to meet his obligations on
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former occasions, so he will “ will” to meet them on
this one ; and in this sense, to quote Lewes, “ The will
is to reflex action what intuition is to sensation.” That
is, that, just as our intuitions represent the stored-up
experiences of past generations, so the “ will,” that can
be counted upon working in a particular manner, repre-
sents a co-ordination of feelings that has been brought
about by past evolution. Or, to quote Maudesley

“ It is the property of tissue that gives the impulse
which, when guided by intelligence, we call volition, and
it is the abstraction from the particular volitions which
metaphysicians personify as the will....... Physiologically,
we cannot choose, but reject, the will...... As physiologists,
we have to deal with volition as a function of the supreme
centres, following reflection, varying in quantity and
qguality as its cause varies, strengthened by education
and exercise, enfeebled by disuse, decaying with decay
of structure....... We have to deal with will, not as a
single undecomposable faculty unaffected by bodily con-
ditions, but as a result of organic changes in the supreme
centres, affected as certainly and seriously by disorder of
them as our motor faculties are by disorders of their
centres. Loss of power of will is one of the earliest and
most characteristic symptoms of mental derangement ;
and, whatever may have been thought in times past, we
know well now that the loss is not the work of some un-
clean spirit that has laid its hands upon the will, but the
direct effect of physical disease.”*

In what has gone before | have endeavored to clear
away all ambiguity from *“ free” and “ will,” and to
show how much of the arguments against determinism
is really dependent upon the ambiguity attaching to the
terms used. In the case of the first term we saw that
the libertarian first of all took a word that was properly
social in its origin and application, and next, instead of
using it in the sense of an absence of arbitrary external
restraint, used it in the sense of an absence of determin-
ing conditions. And in the case of “ will” there was
the common fallacy of endowing a pure abstraction with
all the qualities of a concrete entity. W hat remains to
be done now is to pass in review the principal argu-
ments used by the opponents of the doctrine of deter-
minism.

Probably the first argument that occurs to the
ordinary individual is that of a consciousness of free-
dom, or of a sense of deliberation. “ 1 can choose
between two or more alternatives, therefore my will is
free,” is a crude, but accurate, way of making a state-
ment that is often wrapped up in a number of high-flown
phrases. Granted ; every man, we admit, can choose
what he will do, but can he choose what he will choose
to do? There's the rub. No determinist denies that
it is possible for one to make a selection out of a number
of alternative courses ; the choice is a fact. All he sub-
mits is that a man’s choice is itself determined by the
organisation with which he commences life, and by the
inter-action of his organism and the general surround-
ings, physical, mental, and moral, amid which he is
placed. The sense of deliberation is, again, a fact;
but is this anything more than the consciousness of a
conflict of desires ? Place a man ravenously hungry
before a table loaded with a variety of dishes, and there
will be little or no deliberation prefacing his selection of
a dish. The sense of hunger will be so overpowering
that he will seize the dish nearest at hand. Place the
same man with only the normal cravings for food before
the same table, and there will at once arise a question of
choice. The desire this time' is not merely for food ;
there is also present the anticipation of certain pleasures
that may result from the selection of one dish rather
than another. The motives that were overborne in the
first case make themselves felt in the second, with the
result that the agent is conscious of a conflict of desires;
and there results, we say, deliberation. But this sense
of deliberation is only another name for our conscious-
ness of a number of motives pulling in various direc-
tions, and our t choice ” is not the decision of the will
concerning two motives that have been offered to it, to
use Hyslop’s language, but the bare announcement
that, by a kind of selective process, one motive, or cluster
of motives, has gained the upper hand.

C. Cohen.

( To he continued.)

* Body and Mind, pp. 22-3.
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Religion and National Ethics.
T here are two passing cases which so aptly exhibit
g - retor
utter worthlessness of religion as an aid to .
justice and righteousness that the attention may '
be called to them of those who still imagine thatrel”®
in some way or other is a guarantee of morality:
that with its decay will come a decay' in moral con02
The first concerns England and the case AT »
kdanavaal. @f tawies 1 aci peifectly aware# gl M
Freethinker makes it a practice to avoid the discll- @
of current party’ politics. But in the Transvaal ¢j 1 ®©

SBPBOTDA M S

take it, there are few, if any, Freethinkers who argy e As
outraged by the unblushing attempts of the unscr, e
hypocrite who is now Colonial Secretary to a te
bloodshed in South Africa, in either the SUDP?(W M
interest of the -capitalists of Johannesburg, O A

supposed interest of his own political ambition- a
revolting bullying of a little country with a P°PU" [fi o
as has been said, not half that of an English conn } ©&

meddling with its domestic affairs in clefian 20O N‘(_
national pledge not so to meddle, the monstrous v
on the Transvaal to do what England herself' ¢oin S

do, and what she would not dream, as Mr. B
Harrisan hes deiidj of asking any nation m nfc<>< "
do and all this in order to help a corrupt set0
politan millionaires, who tried before to gam Jel
burglary what they are now endeavoring to u ./ S
Chamberlain to gain for them by State aid : * “lHJ‘J

things about which, | fancy, the readers of 11
thinker have practically made up their minds, %
But let us turn, now, to ask the interesting™'.» >

How stanid the clergy, the professional relig'O®;#: ',a_q
the nationl, in presence of this contemplated 8% is
crime? Have they called the country t0 @ T £
justice, or asked their countrymen to restra .
passion f Have they put before the nation <4
point of view, or invited it to consider how it " Q,1 ciAs
if a demand such as England is now makin® %
Transvaal were made, say, by Germany on /Nju#lL

Have they, in a word, done anything for nation- 1
anything to raise the standard of national con H

ask these questions is to answer them.
clergy, as a body, have not done anything O
From the Archbishop of Canterbury’.lgcane-'
busy settling some crapulous dispute abou jice fy|:
Cardinal Vaughan, who is busy ralsmgm%%tta%
new cathedral, downwards, they have Fi
silent, whilst representatives of their class, m g
Knox-Little, and the ineffable Price Hughes, n
lent their influence to fan the flames of Prcsu” flut jL-
So religion has done nothing for justice. f,
people have, and who are they? They
thinking Radicals and Solci_allists_whose arfi%;i‘rif
next to nothing. The Positivists Fredericrivnd, I
Pirofiessd Beesly, the Ereethinking Mr. ., &

Secularistic Reynolds’ Newspaper, asel, i
Even thet. N

orthodox Lender and Stay. - otins 8AG
Chronicle is interesting, Zg almost |nd1e»iosie|%"

stand for justice is in exactly inverse r™ g Sedly

%

g5t>;
éb;t

The Chronicle is, perhaps, the least prow?;- sto'y 3 x
of the “ geesst London dailies,” bt its t «@ H ? q
of course. for the Nonconformist consciei
just so niueh more wobbly an advoc%g .
that plain justice would be perhaps "
religieus readers. Aod consequentlyngur s-
one day that the whole source af the .e TNMUWHNV Y
Rhodesian gand; Who wish to annexgOieill)iyg jo" = ~p
its mineral wealth, theenext day it I$nething.,tC 'S %
President Kruger, as if he had som ,,ul“ ‘o;
the trouble, or as though anything joj.jerS K .%
really affect the machinations of the p 1

So much for Prote.stant EnffJ? rfA‘rPAMiI
Crrllarles Pearson, the author ‘(‘)havé eV U7
{2 Destpo~ tlle clersy ™ nu™ sV

% . bee,

adopt the nh ¢ .~nd here, by the iuh crC, ~tr!

"
‘honor‘,’vhgill% I,,c' %?ranlg t%r}gn%g 3?1%1%%". J s<
rC the"iselves hounding
Fortnightly R&Yiew, August’
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tOk “honorable war. English honor ought, at least,
pr e as deep a matter of concern to Englishmen as
honor. And, if we impartially examine each

0* is not so veriniL thlat Ftabvle’ does not come
o2 uI °f the comparison. Nevertheless, the Dreyfus
ngall conscience, is bad enough. It is unneces-

Sy, OF course, to go over again the weary story of

beé%“\ﬁﬁ&ant"cr*lne with which the civilised world has

Urkr Ure-te<™ 7or e Zast two yearii® But here we find,
rOne asnghtly dlfferent aspect, exactly the same phe:

aj na a®we found in England. Dreyfus is a Jew,
cud ry instrument that Christian bigotry and malice
Pess °re ‘has heen used against him by the Catholic
it and Catholic authorities of France. The most
txess and violent of the anti-revisionist papers were
Nr. pControlled by priests “ whose black robes,” said

sn °nybeare, who made a study of the case, “are
of thO'u AJ” 1OUt v'*e blls'ness behind the bayonets
ofg 1 ai- Office.”* One need not, perhaps, assume

reachy a’ w*bb°ut detailed evidence, the existence of far-
Jesuit plots, though such would be by no means
tet O U™’ ar*d one may agree with Maitre Labori

treacl™°r P'ays as large a part in human affairs as
W 7 - Still, the fact remains that in France, as in

fak , a>bbe Church has been against justice, against
ugainst truth.

drern rcli”“ion has done nothing for justice in France,

tretiyC??le have, and who are they? W hy, again, the

Elites v 1" Radicals and Socialists— Zola, Clemenceau,

'ho sj,. Ves Guyot, Brisson, and the rest. They it is
bhe honor of the splendid fight for justice
He <pi bbe tremendous influence ranged on the other

S sh ,y>at'd not the religionists, demanded that a
,soneUt* Jave “a'r Play, whatever his race or creed.
@es Ofe .°b the ominous incidents that at Rennes the
°as les Jesuites should mingle with cries of
% r |Jnotice, to which the other crowd had nothing
As j,° counter than Vive L'Armee.
/ch eebh'nkers, we may, indeed, wish joy to the
France of its proteges— thi# foregprs, perjorers,
uid runaways who figure so largely and offen-
V‘ar Hithe public eye. Certainly, if it is legitimate to
S Wp?7 aHhi the actions of other men, Freethinkers
>C L fcel proud of their French confreres who, with
HfAJG SIHﬁPje splendid cry of “éyspce ” have faced a
against enormous odds, have beaten it.
|ﬁJdthe ?rc>then, it is demonstrated by facts, apart
that religion can be allied to the grossest
C N 'u” the rejection of religion allied to the most
Coacluct. Of course, it would not be fair or
moment, that there are not tliou-
toN Pran"l"l{@ P@"pluon the side of justice in England
c°® in the cases dealt with. That would be
‘ab) > i@~ humeo nature aoumved for nothing. But
ft,c’Untrn at *eaiit two things clearly : firstly, that in
<HCtW |Ilhe h«hest moral lead and the loftiest
Qed een conspicuously set by those who have
dj "t rejj- . le theological formulas and rejected the
5C?, ap.'01’ and we have also seen that organised

fth'es ha rV “rom individual religionists, in both
tl0ei.s been conspicuously on the unjust side,

it \(\//p& ‘i’t Esmonstrate its futlllt_y as a moral
anyy ? interesting to know what further

"Prejudiced man would require.
Frederick Ryan.

pum’t Meetings and the L.C.C.

\ Stlce

O e nie t-Ure llas been freely sold in connection

tO Egimss\ held i Victoria Pank. DM,

@ “officiousness of =& eertain—re igious

Vv > atC ,rfng will Ia_ desire t(;] supplr(essC the
“infidel iterature, the Parks Com-

Oé{ltg%}lep to enforce Bye-law 27, which
M2 éﬁé‘@cmahemtu«e: unless special peRMISSION

Sz* AI eud— 1 o aPP>y the ounC||I ?gr

Jof hatare‘ literature, with the tacit under-
;MVer, ii0e Usal would settle the matter at once
N$.S, iCs n°t> however, promise much so far
ANJ~concerncd.  Although the order is a

li‘otial Review, October, 189S.
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general one, still, from information that | have recently
obtained, there does not appear to be any doubt that it
is Freethought literature that is specially aimed at, and,
without forcing the matter on public attention, it is almost
certain that an application would meet with a refusal.
Indeed, Mr. Wilmot, Secretary of the Camberwell
branch, did write for permission to sell in Brockwell
Park, and was refused.

Under these circumstances, when the park inspector
served our chairman in Victoria Park with a notice that
the sale of literature would be prohibited in future, |
felt some publicity ought to be given to the dissatis-
faction existing with the disturbance of a condition of
things that had always existed, and concerning which
no complaints, so far as the general public were
concerned, had been made. | consulted with Mr.
Foote on the matter, and he perfectly agreed with the
line of conduct that | intended pursuing.

On Sunday last, therefore, | acquainted the park
inspector with the manner in which | had resolved to
conduct our protest against the enforcement of the
bye-law. | held two large meetings, morning and
afternoon, and at each a resolution was passed, without
a single dissentient, condemning the action of the
Council in this matter. Similar protests were passed
by other large meetings held in other parts of the park.
| had stopped the sale of all literature during the day,
although the gentleman who looks after this depart-
ment of our propaganda was quite willing to go on
with the sale, and at the conclusion of the afternoon
sold personally a quantity of papers in order to gain for
the matter the publicity of a police-court. There was a
rush for the Freethinker and other publications which
soon cleared out the stock, and the satisfaction of the
huge audience with the course adopted was shown by
the hearty cheers that punctuated the sale. The
meeting was perfectly orderly, and the park super-
intendent expressed his pleasure at the “ gentlemanly
manner ” in which the whole affair had been carried
out. After the sale had been effected, | handed my
card to the inspector, and now await whatever legal
proceedings the County Council may see fit to initiate.
» | have written this hurried account in order that the
general body of Secularists may have some knowledge
of my reasons for acting as | have done.

C. Cohen.

An Open Letter to the Members of the Christian
Evidence Society.

Ladies and Gentlemen,—You belong to a society formed
“To declare and defend Christianity as a Divine Revelation ;
to controvert the errors of Atheists, Pantheists, Secularists,
and other opponents of Christianity; to counteract the
energetic propagandism of infidelity, especially among the
uneducated ; to meet the difficulties and strengthen the faith
of the doubting and perplexed ; to instruct the young in
evidence of Christianity.”

Your Secretary draws a large salary for superintending this
work, and 1 presume you consider him capable of finding the
best means of doing it. | am only a “ Freethinker,” but |
appeal to you, as intelligent and educated people, to know if
you are aware of the kind of “ lectures ” that are given under
the auspices of your Society ; and if you consider the Chris-
tian religion is at so low a pass that it has no evidences to
bring forward as to its own beliefs, and has, consequently, to
fall back on such blackguardism as | heard from your plat-
form in Clerkenwell Green this Sunday morning, September

You/chairman, Mr. Wright, began his address as follows :
Friends ! if you want to know the truth, come ’ere (from what
followed | am inclined to think he was recommending the
wrong shop) ! If you want to know what Secularism is,
come ’ere (to me, he seemed very little qualified to enlighten
them)! Mr. Moss ! Miss Vance ! come ’ere ! | want you to
answer one question : “ What have you and your President
done with the money you robbed the working classes of at
the Hall of Science ?”

Naturally, neither Mr. Moss nor Miss Vance was inclined
to leave his or her platform to reply to such impertinence as
this. So, in speaking after the lecture, Mr. Wright again
repeated his question and invitation to Miss Vance, adding,
when no notice was taken of his remark: “ Twenty years
ago, if I had said half I now say, Miss Vance would have
been on this platform. | challenge her to come ! She don’t
come ! That proves, gentlemen, that what | say is true I’
Mr. Wright’s logic is surely somewhat shaky. Does the fact
that a man or woman is occupied with his or her own affairs
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prove the truth of any statement any other person may
choose to make about them, with or without reason ?

As for the money lost at the Hall of Science, which seems
to be so troubling Mr. Wright, he can get the information he
wants from the report of the official receiver of the Company,
who had no difficulty in obtaining the records of that unfortu-
nate financial speculation, by which certainly neither our
President nor Secretary stood to win.

So much for your chairman, who announced that Mr. Green
would lecture on “ The Impeachment of Secularism.” Mr.
Green began by expressing his disapproval of his own subject,
as he did not consider Secularism “ worthy of impeachment.”
“The blatant gas-bag speaking from their platform this
morning proves that.” Mr. Moss, to whom these choice
remarks were perfectly audible, wisely continued his own
able discussion of the claims of “ Science versus Supersti-
tion,” and treated your representative with the contempt he
deserved. Later on this“ Christian evidence” was strengthened
by some doggrel lines on the National Secular Society, with
the authorship of which | suppose Mr. Green himself may be
credited, ending thus —

The captain of the lot—

What a filthy crew he’s got;

He'll land ’em in the mad-house

Bye and bye!

Apropos of the “ Freethinker Company, Limited,” “ Foote
was attempting to procure money to buy up the abominable
rag, whose only justification for being was that it appealed to
a few lunatics still living.”

Mr. Green proceeded to impeach Secularism on the grounds
that its supporters were (1) without education or intelligence
(one can hardly wonder that Mr. Green is unacquainted with
our great scientists and thinkers, and the loss is not theirs) ;
(2) they are without principles of any sort (he evidently is
ignorant of the existence of such unimportant ideas as truth,
justice, and freedom) ; and (3) they are without money (even,
it seems, after spending (3,000 stolen from the Hall of
Science)—a charge which surely comes somewhat badly from
the defenders of a religion whose founder said : “ Blessed are
ye poor !”

These expressions are only specimens ofa discourse which,
from beginning to end, consisted entirely of foul-mouthed
abuse of Secularists in general and the National Secular
Society in particular. There was no attempt to offer any
Christian evidence whatever, no word as to the teachings of
the Christian religion, or any effort to influence any but
the lowest passions of the crowd assembled round your plat-
form ; and this was no exceptional occurrence. | am told it
was a rather moderate exposition of the usual tactics of your
party. _

Ladies and gentlemen, we, as Freethinkers, have no
quarrel with the Christian Evidence Society as stick. If you
can produce conclusive evidence for your belief, we will gladly
receive it ; if you have merely arguments to advance for it,
we will endeavor to find stronger ones for ours; but we
appeal to your own judgment : is this kind of thing all that
is left you ? Has every reasonable argument been already
demolished ? Have you no educated and thinking men, who
can courteously give reasons for the faith that is in them, left
to support your cause, that you arc obliged to work with such
tools as these? If thisis so, is it not time to re-name your
Society ? Call it, say, “ the Society for the Defamation of
Atheists  but do not talk of evidence till you have speakers
who can understand the meaning of the term, and who will
at least endeavor to carry out rule G of your Society—*“ The
proceedings to be always characterised by dignity, courtesy
towards all, and a Christian spirit.” You cannot substantiate
the charges and insinuations your representatives are con-
stantly making against Secularists ; but, if you could, it
w'ould not prove the untruth of Secular teachings. If it
would, we could prove, by the records of crime among the
Christian clergy alone, to say nothing of the laity, the
absolute falsity of Christianity. But we have no need to
resort to such methods of warfare. We bind ourselves to no
creed ; we believe only such things as we can prove to be
true ; we advocate only the principles which experience
teaches us are of value to the race ; and we offer to all
opponents who will meet us reasonably and courteously
the opportunity for discussion, in order that, on which ever
side it lies, truth may prevail. And, in return, we ask of you
to send us adversaries with whom courteous debate is possible
—ifany such are still left you—and not to leave the defence of
your cause in the hands of men whose methods of warfare are
a disgrace to our common humanity, unless, indeed, we are
justified in thinking you can find no others to undertake the
Job.—Yours faithfully,

A magazine which circulates among very young people
recently had a prize competition for the most popular
works for a young folk’s library. “The most significant
feature in the lists of books given,” says the Christian, “is
that the Bible is conspicuous by its absence. Is this an
accident, or the result of a misunderstanding? In either
case, the omission is symptomatic of a widespread tendency
in modern life.’
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Acid Drops.

Tiie Trade Union Congress ;is 'a very’ useful anju
gathering, though its proceedings are not always busing
like. Like other assemblies, it is liable to be carried aj ~
by prejudice and passion, and even by sentimentality. R °.
else can wre explain the success of Miss Bondfield’s mota»l f
Plymouth? This lady demanded the compulsory closing,
all shops on Sunday, and the Congress supported her
something like unanimity. What the members meant J
their vote was probably no more than that they were oppO*
to unnecessary Sunday labor. It would be rash to assn
that no Trade Unionist wants a barber to shave hi
Sunday morning ; and equally rash to assume that no ™
Unionist wants a newsagent to supply him with a Sun.
morning paper, The vote, We_take it, was only the expre*s
of a pious opinion, Perhaps it was chiefly meant to P[c

the lady.

“ Remarkable Suicides” is the title of an article A
New Penny Magazine. The writer tells a cock-and-"f
story to the effect that David Hume lent the manuscrP it
his Essay on Suicide to a friend, who was so impresse
that he killed himself. Evidently this writer has no ~
the Essay referred to. Hume did not advocate suiciu’/\5
merely argued against its being criminal in all cases. |e
view was that aprioria man had a right to live or
preferred ; and that suicide, like every other act, was
or criminal according to circumstances.

imeee

“We have read,” this writer says, “ of a young
s0 muddled her head over Paine’s Age nafReason \ = Ajli®
believe, it does not recommend suicide) that sheal , ¢O
fiprsplf.” What riffibish, to be sure L Paine’s ul .
masterpiece is lucid enough, No one wrote more_sirjjPj rca
clearly than he did. Whatever else the young lad}™ ,
him got into, she could hardly have got into a niul

The War Cry's opinion of Ingersoll is a matter 0L s,
trifling importance, and we only refer to it in order j i-
the wonderfulness of Christian charity. It saXs fiel*l
“ coined plenty of cash.” Well, that is what Will,al a'F
has been after all his days. Ingersoll, however, gc/ofti
so much that he died poor. William Booth will die
great deal more than the famous Agnostic. ,

WV

Booth’s organ suggests that Ingersoll has g°nc "Misl'T'
place, and perhaps this is fortunate if the other esta
is crowded with Salvationists.

Possibly after all, if Ingersoll wanted to get int®
le would be quite clever enough to manage it * .j1
collier died and rang the bell of heaven, according t°,, -
story st. Peter asked him, “How dost thou believe.
the Church believes,” he answered. “And hoW
Church believe?” asked St. Peter “As | believe,

the collier. And they had to let him in.

Quite as good a story, is told of two sailors .
“watching” Nelson’s body one night orr H8aFd tilayg, n
which was bringing the great admiral home #*uare yffNJ
England  One of them said to the other : “ Whywa=rs jjj
r. et\Blll llat are %ou _thinkin(c; about ?”

ie other, was wondering, Jack, If our a~'Ot* ..
heaven.” Jack looked at hi«’ ¢ ;th ’withering
said :  Why, Bill, if our admiral wanted to get alt
1 sliogld like to know what would keep him out. f

"

. ~De»
clergyman préached one Sunday evening ft_nﬂ.l,,i ‘latTaCéll

words shall not pass away.” Exactly a lot frOn th/ in
same clergyman preached the same sermo%l AL
tex I the same-church, to the wondBFiment 0L 1. i1 ¥f
same congregation. Evidently he was ?etelL elnorL
not pass away from the 1 Isth’5,rf'
congregation. But the Golden Penny, wnicn the U f
fails to see the point. The wonder js notipe A%%igi-
should have repeated his sermon. It is that
should have been so attentive as to notice t

Not man%/

That great evangelist, Mr. Moody, has bec,, t[e
“the biggest lie that ever came out Of *IC. .. @x¢ * .Qf.y
that the disciples of Mahomet and ICon(gn
they are only sincere. He says a e Ogs +on
simply because he is sincere. Now %U‘E? ﬁlg‘-i.s
are beginning to hint 'that "Mr. Moo ‘I;i({]E
himsalf, Tt Mt atises et 67 one of Mis V, .. a0
too tall even for Christian acceptance m

. jstia , jL

Mr...Moodl said_that™heind in w@™ ¢ ...
train_at ha{)hazard, not caring wILl'fljf( j
certain that he would get the require™ * ™ fe
of his journey. He gave the conducto ~tasj*l 1
in his pocket, and said he would go aijj*stal’d’
him. On arriving at that point, a ways
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gD ~at platform. A gentleman, who was a total stranger,
b4 ached him, and said: “You are Mr. Moody?” and,

fryou »SWeied 'n the affirmative, said : “ Then here is £100

Th
aQrSstory was published in the Christian Budget, and now
reg(:nesPO”tdent writes : “ The first impression produced on
'S 's hardly credible.” He asks why Mr.
t°°k the train he did take rather than, perhaps,
aHthoD™  Others cqu/™Hy available. Why should he board
bthe’U I'le remotest idea where he was going? His reply
tie’ QOductor, ‘ Take me as far as that money will take
HaiHs not Hke him, or, indeed, any man in his senses.
tUhggab Ut his Pt Biek-he use part of the .£100 to pay
e | larc? Or did he find a special train waiting to
i L1 back, which was just as likely as to find a man
Ntez?'t it were, out of the earth with just £100 in his
“ho«d ,'ar>d over to Mr. Moody ? What of the stranger ?
iiWj |5a0’l Where did he come from? Was he also im-
1f ACON&° t° that wayside station, believing he would find
logO f/ mere? | am quite disposed to bciieve thatsome-

sur]le a'nc™aetually took place, but the whole narrative
Hires ' a cut-and-dried character that, as 1 have said, it

Her;/ SQOU deal more explanation and endorsement to
Tcredible.”

Moody*
heifa’,

, tle
W cr of the Budget says he is going to write to
A ° %ft]er an explanation. The great evangelist had,
K 1 get his evidence together. It won't do
Sum off these yarns with the idea that they will
questioned.

;fregi .
i'Hd k,'01°f Winchester has intimated that he does not feel
1 -./Pending ,£400 on feeding his clergy at his visita-
1 LI man; he would sooner keep it, and leave a
fcféye sum when he dies. He is not disposed to sell all
IHs o e poor—even the pobr chicigy uf his Oiotese.
/iHi{eA 1 Is for such an impecunious bishop that the age
4'tre o/ SPast. There is now no possibility of multiply-
/ their AS.and fishes, or the Winchester clergy might

@ptosai|Blati°n luncheon, leaving a surplus for the
j and pocket the proceeds.

'H is/ Manchester Guardiam: “ When the Ecclesiastical
iAtk D §hfeyy aff the Eplscopalian incomes into botch
NEBRSE °t Winchester was credited with ¢¢40,000 a
°ldH 1 damner, who died in 1874, was the last survivor

4 years ystern>and had drawn this comfortable income for
W tiont 2 nc ot his predecessors is said to have refused
? hed .? Canterbury on the ground that, ‘though Canter-
fer’i, lle higher rack, Winchester had the deeper

fISv —
V V /e personalty left by the bishops of the Church of

>>Ha«10 g between 1856 and 1886, was (54>°°°-
.'@sOr Has6 for the successors of the Apostles and the

SHd diUf°or itinerant carpenter who had nowhere to

:2{lyiSSu
A /' K ndays.°dull ?” isa question asked and answered
Is f?eW'es-m the New €entury Review. He says
sl5ay.® In the Scripture forbidding recreation on

y.' out the British Pharisee has no notion of

S>> rtfro., gi8eM, &nd he, therefore, imagines that
S i S Z the Sabbath holy but by sedkiing to church
m aud top-hat, and depriving himsdf and his

wvU ‘nnocent pleasures of life on the O, >

SS Ved QL 'A arc Iree tO enjog them. Not only thus
Qi asl. , sacred text, but he has become so
Tplp, 'Vay oy Ais own emendations that he has

% ik cly falsifying his original.”

Y0 1K,

%rf,&?'é" Continues Mr. Byles, “ to our cost, the regu-
—Ofgr.iti an Englisth household and then ritish
d the interminable evening. w-gh
,|Cq‘<><4uﬂ\w no, account forego ]Lns ot . \Vith

A N d\ accessories, on his retdrn from church. )
\ WPW Rl u|ebc§8<l;<kq;1th$e rw&t p&W\’/ hi% lias
Htr ti- n°r t'hvtinH after the parson, the words, ‘ thy
hAorh ‘s .ma‘d-servant nor thy cattle nor the
x / 1t/H s beo"a,llly gates,” while all the time his
V,) div;-Orato A slav,ng the whole morning to prepare
V:tifi'2ge m?al °f the week, and his coachman is
Wy Qurch« down in the rain waiting for him to
- Ha: in
one°atj°u suburbs Mr. Byles writes: “ For
V ipd v_olgu MPted sqmetimas tp exclaim, if duty
k livA r°Se «. 1'rough the suburbs on Sunday, let us
7Y.y f° the everlasting’ bonfire rather than

s ice-house of chilling respectability.’

It°f th
*Is dinjd@: ¢, n{rch Magazine is very despondent.

fl,oUkppriltativ . U> sav_kow much the Bible will be
SkW lirl,... o and divine in the course of another
P7Cr  7nticism, with the assurance that

WIth 'y 5 conjectural results, has sadly

freethinker.
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shaken belief in its inspiration, and the Christian Church
finds itself in a very awkward position on the question.
And now we are told by Canon Driver, in a new book on
Authority and Archceology, that Genesis is purely legendary
and the story of Abraham a pious myth.”

But here comes the blessed hope and panacea : “ This dis-
cussion of the Word of God will probably go on until the
Churches, appalled at the results, will be glad to accept a
rational doctrine of inspiration, and this the New Church
alone possesses.” That is, all will have to become Sweden-
borgians. Now we know what we have to do to be saved.

In the Egyptian pantheon there was a “ God of the Sand.”
He seems to have survived, and to have taken in his embrace
several Christian temples. The other day we heard of a
sand-submerged church in Jutland. Now we hear of a
church on the east coast of Scotland, near the mouth of the
Ythan, in Aberdeenshire, which has met with a similar fate.
The impious might suggest that it is a poor god who can’t
take care of his conventicles. But believers know better ;
they still propose to trust in a Providence who is too careless
to provide for himself.

“ Here is,” says the Christian Budget, “ a heavy blow for
mockers at Moses, and a powerful reply to Ingersoll on the
Mistakes of Moses.” What is this terrible blow ? It seems
that Sir William Preece, who is an electrician, says that the
Mosaic system of sanitation, supplemented, of course, by
electricity, is equal to all the sanitary needs of man. *“ To-day
we are going back to the great law-giver who first ordered
rubbish to be carried out and burnt in a clean place beyond
the camp.” Wonderful and heaven-sent idea! We can only
account for this marvellous sanitary regulation by supposing
that Moses had a nose. If he hadnt then there is nothing
in facial transmission.

Glancing through one of the dailies, we came across the
following startling statement : “1 shall fall back on the
gigantic Hall Caine.” Another look cleared up the mystery.
It was a tip for one of the handicaps at Yarmouth Races. A
gigantic horse has been named after the gigantic novelist.
This is, indeed, fame. The tipster, however, is undecided
between Hall Caine and a horse named Waterhead. He
thinks there is not much to choose between them. Backers
at the same races may put their money on Tatcho.

Some of the clergy—usually of small ability and few
attainments—have an unreasonably exalted notion of their
own importance and of the “sacred office” that they fill.
The rector of St. Mary’s, Bishopstoke, is one of these. A
procession of friendly societies and other organisations in aid
of the Hospital Sunday Fund took place in his parish the
other Sunday. A good collection was made, and the rector
preached a sermon.

He now declares that no further church parade of this kind
shall take 'place with his consent. Why ? The chief ground
of his complaint seems to be that a number of the proces-
sionists preferred to remain in the churchyard and smoke
their pipes rather than enter the church and listen to his
sermon. He says it was a “ most disgraceful affair.” Well,
of course, that all depends. The people of his own parish
probably know him best, and, if they don’t care to listen to
him, it is likely enough his own fault.

The vicar of St. Botolph’s, Aldersgate, is very severe on
sinners who will not go down on their knees when praying
in church. He reminds them of the hymn which says —

“ Satan trembles when he sees
The weakest sinner on his knees.”

The London Argus does not object to the sorrows of Satan
being thus increased. At the same time, it says there are
frivolous people who aver that his Satanic Majesty’s vexation
at beholding the sinner kneeling is often changed to merri-
ment on seeing patches of dust on the penitent’s knees.

Visitors to one of the pleasure resorts in the Halifax
district are forcibly reminded of two worlds. Painted on the
gable of the building are the words, “ Prepare to meet thy
God. Where will you spend Eternity ?” Beneath is the
word “ Refreshments.” Within the building there are many
scriptural texts on the walls. One which reads “ Trust in
Him ” is very near a notice which requests visitors to pay for
their refreshments on delivery to prevent mistakes.

No Sunday concerts in Dundee. At a meeting of the
Recreation Grounds Committee of the Dundee Town Council
the subject of holding Sunday concerts in the public parks of
the city was again under consideration. A petition was pre-
sented against such entertainments being allowed, and
eventually the Committee decided not to permit any musical
bod)’, association, etc., to give musical performances in any
of the parks on Sunday.

We are told that a future life will be one eternal Sabbath.
What a prospect 1
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The Crystal Palace Company propose to continue their
Sunday concerts. Very properly they decline to be coerced
by that bigoted body called the Lord’s Day Rest Association,
who have threatened them with legal proceedings. The
Directorate have taken the opinion of the shareholders, seven
thousand of whom have declared in favor of Sunday music at
the Palace. The Chairman has replied to the accusation that
the Company worked their employees seven days a week.
Before beginning the concerts, arrangements were made that
any men employed on a Sunday should have a day off during
the week.

In an article dealing with Sunday concerts, Truth says :
“It is true that most people of sense and experience will
agree with Sir Arthur Sullivan in failing (under certain
restrictions as to the words) to discriminate between sacred
and secular music. It is a well-known fact that Handel,
perhaps the most popular sacred composer who ever lived,
indiscriminately used his music for sacred and secular
purposes. Moreover, hymn tunes have been formed out of
love songs, and for many years ‘ Drink to Me Only with
Thine Eyes’ was a popular tune in churches.”

A striking case of clerical meanness, if not of clerical
injustice, has occurred in a parish called Fletton. Here the
Rev. C. Dowman has a dairy, and sold some milk to a farmer
who was fined £1 because it was adulterated with 12 per
cent, of water. The farmer had taken out a summons
against the Rev. Dowman for selling the milk in the con-
dition it was when seized. The Bench, however, would not
hear the evidence the farmer was prepared to produce, but
dismissed the summons on a technicality. The decision
becomes intelligible when we learn that, of the three magis-
trates on the Bench, two were clergymen.

An elderly man, charged at Lambeth with begging, was
asked if he had any witnesses to call. He replied : “ Only
the Almighty. That’s all.” Prisoner was at once com-
mitted for trial. It is no use relying on the Almighty in a
police-court. He is only recognised in connection with the
oath. Even his injunctions are treated with contumely. At
another court a beggar endeavored to defend himself by
guoting Scripture. He said that the Gospel told him to

“ Ask, and ye shall receive.” *“ Seven days,” was the abrupt
magisterial decision.

At the Southwark Police Court last week several police
officers were, on the suggestion of the magistrate’s clerk,
allowed to describe the offences of their respective prisoners
without taking the oath. This is a step in the right direc-
tion, though the unsolicited waiving of the formality in the
case of police officers seems to suggest that they are superior
persons who are quite beyond suspicion.

The capacity of the colonial juvenile for assimilating theo-
logical information is amusingly illustrated in an article on
examination papers inthe YoungMan. One youthful student
reported that “John the Baptist ate logats and oatmeal and
baptised three thousand people at one time which is the
record.” Another wrote a “ monopoly is a big house where
monks and nuns live and are not allowed to marry.” Again,
“ comparative theology is the medium taken where theologians

differ.” “ Savonarola, Voltaire, and Dante were the three
men who built St. Peter’s Cathedral. Savonarola was the
sculptor, Voltaire the painter, and Dante the poet.” “ The

Good Samaritan was the person who was fed by the birds of
the air.”

The “ Handbooker” of the Referee writes on the average
medical student, and his apparent disposition to extract from
life all those illicit sweetnesses which lie knows will .by and by
be denied him. “ | spoke once of this patent fact to a young
relative of mine who had just taken his diploma at Edinburgh.
He admitted everything | had to urge ; but he said, with
meaning : “ You ought to know the divinity boys. They arc
demons if you like.” Handbooker suggests that they, too,
adopt the motto, “ Gather ye rosebuds while ye may,” having
in view the “life-long penitentiary of the professional garb
that awaits them.”

“ Carados,” in the same issue of the Referee, seems to be
very ill-humored. He lectures Mark Melford for introducing
in his latest production an adjuration to a parson in the wit-
ness box to remember that he is not in his own pulpit, and
that, therefore, he is to speak the truth. Such humor, says
Carados, is “as cheap as it is offensive.” Well, perhaps it
would be better omitted. So also might have been Carados’s
gratuitous suggestion that it is only suitable for the “ baser

sort of park oratory.” That slur, too, is equally cheap and
offensive.

The Parson—* | hope you arc not going fishing on Sunday,
my little man.” The Kid—" Qil, no, sir. | am merely carry-
ing this pole so that those wicked boys across the street will

not suspect that | am on my way to Sunday-school.”—New
YorkJournal.

Special.

My lecturing engagements in the North of England
in Scotland are preventing me from writing fully &
carefully this week, as | intended, on the new Fre
thought Publishing Company, Limited. Indeed,
whole matter, apart from Registration, has to
until my return to London. Complete details nii*;
expected in next week’s Freethinker. Meanwh”e
beg to assure the friends and supporters of this Crteg

prise that everything is going on satisfactorily-
G. W. Foot*

P.S.—The following are the promises of support 'a"m)(lj
received, the figure after each name indicating the >
of £1 shares

Previously acknowledged:— .

Mr. George Anderson, 500 ; A London Friend, 5°;.Lj
HoraceS. Seal, 200 ; Mr. Fr. Essemann, 100; A Scotch  |Ii
50; Mr. S. Hartmann, 30; Messrs. John and Janies Mcb ',
20; Mr. Richard Johnson, 20; Mr. C. Girtanner, 2 ' pi
T. E. Green, 10 ; Mr. George Dixon, 10; Mr. C. D ® Ql
A Gateshead Friend, 10; Dr. T. R. Allinson, 10; a ' fi
Warren, 5; Mr. Joseph Barry, 5; Mr. Jas. Partridge 5 ;
A. L. Brame, S; Mr. S. M. Peacock, 5; Mr. W. t t W
Mr. M. Christopher, 2; Shares to Mr. G."W. F°° ,O)l,
1,000 ; Mr. Sydney A. Gimson, 25; Mr. W. Hardakeh #
Joseph Guy, 15; Mr. B. L. Coleman, 10; Mr. L. Gje' g,?
Mr. William Bailey, 10; Mr. Peter Gorrie, 10i {(p g&f
Strange, 10; Mr. G. Langridge, 10; Mr. Richard  gtr
Mr. A. B., s; Mr. G. E. Lupton, S; Mr. J. D. Lc,% S3:
Mr. J. IT., s; Mr. T. Ollerenshaw, 3; Dragon, 2> jjr™
M. Vance, 2; Mr. L. Leggett, 2; Mr. R. Alger, 2> IlIL
Freeman, 2; Mr. T. A. Spivey, 2; Mr. C. Shepher > €fl*
Harold Elliot, 1; Mr. A. G. Lye, 2; Mr. Johnbui nl
Mr. John Roberts, 3; Mr. J. Maling, 5; Mrs- ‘ t5ftl
Button, 5; Mr. David Mitchell, 5; Mr. Jesse Olive

Dr. R. T. Nichols, 10; Mr. J. Keast, 1; i»* — .
Mr. J. G. Thompson, 2; Mr. Albert Smart, SI 'tgiKi
Carroll, 10; Mr. J. M. Day, 1; Mr. W. N. Sw?jlr> ;
Mrs. D. P. Sweetland, 2; Mr. T. H. Seymour,
Hayes, 2; Mr. IL Barrati, 5; Mrs. Charlotte S , (A
Mr. F. W. Donaldson, 5; Mr. R. Axelly, 2; Mr- f.jlk .
i; Mr.J. F. Hampson, 5; Mr. H. Garthwaite.
Garthwaite, 1; Mr. G. . Halls 5; Mr. George e~ 1
Mr. H. 13 Dodds, 2; Mr. T. Ilifl, 2; Mr. J* **% rp
Mr. G. W. Holloway, 4; Mr. Robert Jacob,J ° rfi vy
Brown, 1; Mr. W. M. Constant, 2; Mr- pnerAA
James Davie, 10.; Mr. J. W. Dawson, 2; Mr- vy, 5#
-, M. A Lewis, 2; Mr. David Watt, 1; M f ,es, I'"ffi
Luke Vickers, 2; Mr. J. Fish, 1; Mr. S.I '§|ec/\ r
J. W. Griffiths, j; Mr. J. T. Embleton, 2; y pic*"~
Limited, 20; Mr. George Ennson, 3; Mr- J- fflg> id
Mr. Jas. Baker, 1; Mr. J. M. Mclnnes, 2; Mr

10; Mr. E. Wilson, 5; Mr. John Proctor, 10; ,, F #
1; Mrs. Mensbier, 5; Mr. E. C. Cooke, 20; Mp g.f- A

; Mr. J. Seddon, 1; Mr. Frederick Ryan, 4>y jou J

u . X'. kjcoviiiaiiu, y lui. 12, i/uMivjj - ; «, -ijc* >
Mr. J. C. Banks, 3; Mr. J. Oscar, 1; Mr- srl >
Dr. E. B. Foote (New York), 5; Mr. J-*** JI*A
W. J. K. Rider, 2; Mr. Thomas Johnson, V ™ A 'l
Hutty, 3; Blackburn Branch, 2; Mr. J;url?,- jl. * jit .
David Jones, 3; Mr. E. Jackson, 1; Mf- tyill'$jjtef/
Mr. R. Slack, 2; Mr. T. Perkins, 1; Mry

2; Mr. HenryTrotinan, 5; Mr.J. M., 1; Mr- -ir>Ay Out
2; Mr. G. Fryar, 2; Mr. F. S. Finden, 1' Braw'Me,r
10; Mr. G. A. Lovett, 1. ; Mr. Geofe P ?"1;W
Thomas Whitcley, 3; Mr. William H® 02)” f. 7 '
Price, 1; Mr. Francis Neale, 1; Mr. J- . .y,
Garthwaite (2nd), 1; Mr. James McGhe®' cas,

1; Mr. W. McCulloch, 3; Mr.

Williams, 2; Mr. J. G. Henderson, 2; ” 1V
Mr. C. Mascall, 2; Mr. Andrew, 1; BcHa‘. ¢liaie,
2; Mr. A. McLean, 2; Mr. M. S. Turner, 5’ j» i(
Society, s; Mr. Charles Watts, 5; Mf* )\ ;YA
A. B. Moss, 2; Mr. W. Heaford, 2; »

Heaton, 1; Mr. W. Mann, 2 ; Mrs. 2.- Vv
Good, 3; Mr. E. Self, 2; Mr. C. G. Qu>M0"" ,; '8l
10; Mr. C. M. Handley, 1; Mr. G. Waters. ™~ P

Mrs. S. James, 2; Mr. J. Potter, 2; n '

—Total, 3,2ig.
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September 17, 189g.

Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

> jotSeptember ' 7>Secular Hall, Brunswick-street, Glasgow:
adik ~In>Sinners, and Judgment” 30, “-The BreyfUs Ease
Dead*” Future of Fra-ce”; 6.30, Colonel Ingersoll : Living and

September 24, London.
October 1, London g | ejcester ; 15, Manchester.

To Correspondents.

M.
7 Th'RAES 'Vattss Lecturing Engagements.—September
Londn6 Athenaeum Hall, 73 Tottenham Court-road, London;
Ath,,,.n" 24- Birmingham. October 1, Sheffield; 8 and 15,
i2 ..‘Cum Hall, lottenham Court-road, London. November
my 'ln ‘00> December 10 and 17, Manchester.—All com-

ca lons for "Mr." Charles Watts should be sent to him at

«amn2r iafroad- FaP,am>S.W. If a reply is required, a
WAT| a ark*addressed envelope must be enclosed.
hardly kkp f°r drawi"g our attention to the matter. We can
nGmoC suc”an ill-conditioned statement was really
thata pa , r* R°kertson’s authority. Mr. Forder assures us
delive® K*° e ~ lor“History of Freethought has never been
'vise \0’\7 Stonecutter-street, either “duly” or other-
miy aighowld h_fd peen pleased- to-review-the book had it
ﬁrt //: ~°bertson’s publications have often been noticed
the latn”6 hfnkcfi sometimes by the editor, and sometimes by
OrtlotPsuBeditor, Mr. J. M. Wheeler. There has been no
BRI Why should there be? And it is ridiculous to
We col,ld have the slightest interest in denyin
received Mr. Robertson’s latest book, if it ha
?7e waX no* *° advertise it would have been to
receipt and say no more about it. We are
lhe autl°SSeSS'on  a GW>=> sent to us privately by a friend of
ra"ie, bin'ti, Natura"y we ho not mention this gentleman’s
"'Oe, \ & ai|thor knows who he is. As soon as we have
Nfbsurdiﬂs‘vid rev*ew the book, and forget tliese preliminary
Bll;
th; leHekpool).—We are not ealled upon to defend any
sply ™ M Flammarion's letter on Spiritualism, which
. We\V&st;n Produced from an American paper, as probably
*SORe S *° some of our readers.
A Sm,;,, Received with thanks.
"“P.gA ' tnournext. The editor is away in the North.
1TrOrxjE 'Many thanks for your cuttings.
HeecthNEm Thanks i _but one paragraph is enough on the
ﬁgral., Pre War Cry has no status even in Christian
J.Ance.’ and its opinion of Ingersoll is really of no
\L'J'I'IIEr _
U ot tINC.TON._Wv  know nothing about the matter. Had
@ver betigk wide to Mrs. Bonner, who could probably
U ‘saltar L3R esdamseging that she is Charles Bradlaugh’,
V. bp biographer.
Offirlly fin * Y— \*?u r]e d not wonder that your first attempt is
V, 8. P to ouk [evel fer publication.
k linker LUVART sends us a letter for insertion in the
‘e. Ow:ril reply 10 N, Charles Watts's article in our last
A tann bo’be editor’s absence from London, this letter
I> E ~ aruntil *ioNt week.
af» "orres , " a3s pleased to receive cuttings, etc.
Pss lIr- Fooi'°.nde“ ce stai,ds over till next week, in consequence

pEs . bsence from London.
HEIREHNAS= New York Journal -Glamorgan Free Press—
by viy

m. Arn”* Teufel—Ethical World— Freethought
Jreass B Couwntt—Two \Wiardidis— New

Tie s-Salt.6 -Torch of Reason—Logic of Vegetarianism,

, bo,¢;bo,IH . ) o

Beculai  gociety’s office is at No. 377 Strand

Wa'S Co,(r 1 "hers should be addressed to Miss Vance.
‘liePPorw h g t1'T " *ost-Office regulations to announce on the

me. "ober , lu scription expires, subscribers will receive

b e Wrapper wheR THIF SIRUERBHIGN 1s
SEs for

N ¢ ecuUe Rdik,r of the Freethinker should be addressed to

ug,‘\ d*q N>8'F,’EEstreet— Loudon, E.C.
Hi¢ %»BF

mu7 reach 28 Stonecuttcr-strcet by first post
GAL&??@@P’”&% Gs”ould be sent to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stone-

> will not be inserted.

2 Le"\W\or «_THipd, Words, is. 6d. ; every suc-
o 5 ,h%t cnl,(,j_,s,E[)E'.\IT%@EFE%%Advemsements :—One inch,
Petitica®lum”, 1  2S. 6d.; column, £2 5s.  Special terms

MR Sugar Plums

"Ra’Qot . 9 '
sy Of] tvrr\ll ﬁ Stanley, bDurhan}shhire, lor the f_irsf
“S Vs " en'ng, Sgptember ere was a capita
n"ere fy V= )

Aa ills| y V"Patlietic, and responsive Afewquos-

"Artbtan Ic friCn,| e close, but no opposition was offered.
iV/Riii , secretarvs 10 came from a distance were Mr.
fte Nith tCretarv °/thc South Shields Branch, and Mr.
URve'aoi-Me giner the Newcastle Branch, who walked
N ¢ N OrkL'~Ceubul.|Inen,bers’ a distance of thirteen niiles.

RtidY VervUkls.are enthusiastic and energetic.  1hey

r°Uress ;ari! hitherto, and have bright ideas ol
N the future. Most of them, of course,
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are pitmen, and the Durham and Northumberland pitmen
have a reputation for intelligence.

On the following day, Sunday, Mr. Foote visited South
Shields, after an absence of about four years. His lectures
were delivered in the large and handsome Royal Assembly
Room. The afternoon subject was “ The Meaning of the
Dreyfus Case.” This drew a large audience, including
several representative men in the town, and a considerable
number of ladies, and the lecture was very warmly applauded.
A still larger audience assembled in the evening, when the
subject was “ Colonel Ingersoll : Living and Dead.” Friends
came from many places in the neighborhood—from New-
and even from

castle, Jarrow, Tynemouth, Sunderland,
Crook. A party of nineteen drove over in a brake from
Stanley. It was an extremely “live” meeting, and Mr.

Foote’s tribute to Colonel Ingersoll was rapturously cheered.
The chair on both occasions was occupied by Mr. S. M.
Peacock, a staunch Secularist, who has been for fifteen years
an active and influential member of the South Shields School
Board, and is universally known and respected. Mr. White
and Mr. Chapman were busy with the practical arrangements,
which were carried out most admirably.

The Shields Daily Gazette gave a good report of Mr.
Foote’s lecture in the Royal Assembly Hall on the Dreyfus
case, and noted that “ there was a very large audience.”

After visiting smaller towns in the district, Mr. Foote
lectures to-day (Sept. 17) in the Secular Hall, Brunswick-
street, Glasgow. In the morning, at 11-30, his subject is
“Sin, Sinners, and Judgment”; in the afternoon, at 2.30,
“The Dreyfus Case and the Future of France”; and in the
evening, at 6.30, “Colonel Ingersoll; Livingand Dead.” Mr.
Foote leaves Glasgow the next day for London, where he
will be very busy for some time in establishing the new Free-
thought Publishing Company, Limited.

Last Sunday evening Mr. Charles Watts lectured at the
Athenaeum Hall, Tottenham Court-road. He received a
hearty reception after his long absence. Mr. Davidson
occupied the chair. There was a long, but not very
interesting, debate, in which a medical student and Miss
Vance took part.

Mr. Watts lectures again this Sunday evening (Sept. 17)
at the Athenaeum Hall, taking for his subject “ Dreyfus and
the Shame of France.” This isa question that should draw

a large audience.

All soldiers and sailors who have changed their addresses
since last October, and who desire to receive Mr. George
Anderson’s annual present of literature, are requested to send
their present address to Mr. Forder at 28 Stonecutter-street,
as the parcels are being made up for dispatch.

“ Considerable curiosity,” the London Star says, “ exists
in New Zealand as to how the new Chief Justice of that
colony, Sir Robert Stout, will act when he has to pass his
first death-sentence. His Atheism is notorious, and he was
wont to rejoice in the title of the Bradlaugh of the Antipodes.
He has presided over an Australasian Secularist congress
and has lectured Ol1 Freethought in all the New Zealand

cities.”

The Freethought Magazine (Chicago) for September is an
excellent number. Lditor Green, with Ills usual enterprise,
lias got a number of representative people to write about
Colonel Ingersoll, including Airs. Elizabeth Cady Stanton,
Judge Waite, Mr. B. F. Underwood, Mrs. Helen Gardener,
and Mr. George Jacob Holyoake. This publication is called

the “ Ingersoll Memorial Number.”

We take the following from Mrs. Elizabeth Cady Stanton’s
article : “ I heard Air. Ingersoll many years ago in Chicago.
The hall seated 5000 people; every inch of standing room
was also occupied ; aisles and platform crowded to overfiow-
iilur lie held that vast audience for three hours so completely
entranced that, when he left the platform, no one moved, until
suddenly, with loud cheers and applause, they recalled him.
He returned smiling, and said: ‘I'm glad you called me
hack, as | have something more to say. Can you stand
another half-hour?” ‘Yes, an hour, two hours all night
was shouted from various parts of the house ; and he talked

until midnight with unabated vigor, to the delight of his

lienee. This was the greatest triumph of oratory | had
It was the first time he delivered his match-

ever witnessed. for Man, Woman, and Child.” Those
Tho ~tiuvuglF bigotry ~0r other'misfortunes, have failed to
Rt Be Reard

H.N@THis spBech have lost such 2I6HUEREE 88 madv

r}trwogr day and ﬁgﬂ‘éFﬁ{ISH' I have hear theﬁgreatest
orators of this century in England and America ©’Connell,
in his palmiest days, on the Home Rule question ; Gladstone
.ml John Bright in the House of Commons; Spurgeon, James,
« d Stopford Brookes in their own respective pulpits; our own
Wendelf Philips, Henry Ward Beecher, and Webster and
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Clay on great occasions ; the stirring eloquence of our anti-
slavery orators, both in Congress and on the platform ; but
none of them ever equalled Robert Ingersoll in his highest
flights.”

Mrs. Helen Gardener, who writes on Ingersoll under the
influence of deep emotion', closes her article with these words:
“ He was the most conspicuous single figure, the most com-
manding personality of his time. Owing nothing to position,
military or civil; nothing to wealth (for he always gave too
freely to ever be a rich man); nothing to any extraneous
influences, he made and held his unique position by the simple
grandeur of his brain and heart. No other private citizen of
his age has made so great and lasting a mark. Not one.”

Mrs. Ingersoll, being asked whether she was sustained in
her grief by the idea of a future life, and whether her old
opinions held firm, replied : “ I have in no way changed my
belief. | don’t know whether | shall ever see my husband
again. My consolation is in memory. | have as much con-
solation as anyone who is bereaved. | know as much as they
do about the hereafter. It is nothing.”

The Glamorgan Free Press publishes an estimate of the
late Colonel Ingersoll from the phrenological standpoint by
Prof. R. L. Jones. It fills a column of small type, and is
highly laudatory.

Mr. A. Maurice Low, the writer of “ American Affairs”
in the National Review, contributes the following in the
September number of that excellent magazine: “The death
of Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll is a loss to America, a loss to
the world, a loss to humanity. It is fortunate for his own
fame, which, after all, is a very little thing, and still more
fortunate for the country and humanity, which are much
bigger things, that he did not die twenty years ago. In
those days the United States were less liberal than they are
now, and an attack on religion was regarded with almost as
much horror and disgust as in England. Considering that
there has always been complete freedom of worship in this
country, and that the Church and State have been rigidly
separated, this is curious ; but possibly it was the survival of
the old Puritan spirit—the spirit which has done so much to
form the American character, which still lives and blazes
forth when least expected. Whatever the reason, the fact
remains that twenty years ago Ingersoll was regarded by
many people as a charlatan, as a man who delivered his
lectures, attacking all that most persons held most dear,
because it paid him, and that the sincerity of his convictions
was measured by the financial returns of his oratory. No
falser conception of a man’s character was ever entertained.
Ingersoll said he doubted—he never denied a future exist-
ence ; he simply did not know that there was a future exist-
ence—because he was unable to believe in the established
dogmas ; but money was no part of his creed. As his
country came to know him better, they learned that this man,
whom they once thought was a ranting mountebank, was a
man whose creed was humanity, whose life was spent in
doing good, whose heart was big enough to beat for all who
were oppressed, and whose burdens were too heavy to be
borne without assistance.”

According to the Creed.

Jasper was wise. Jasper was good.
Thousands to-day at the open grave stood—
Stood there and wept for that great-hearted man—
Wept burning tears such as only love can.
Wept, for when he died the poor lost a friend,
Generous, noble, and true to the end.

Listen ! Oh, listen ! The funeral knell !
Demons are ringing it, down deep in hell !
Tolling the bell,

Spirits of hell—

Jasper the skeptic is dead.

Strong was his arm ; it supported the weak
While his.brave words did encouragement speak.
Noble was he, say the thousands who grieve ;
Hut he was lost, for he did not believe,
lie rescued the drunkard, he raised the down-trod,
HeG f(éd those who hungered, but laughed at their
od.
For that blaspheming he’s going to hell ;
Demons are ringing the funeral knell.
Ringing the bell
Down deep in hell—
Jasper the skeptic is dead.
—J. B. (¢uilland.

It is a foolish taunt against the Infidel that he is fain not
to believe in God because of his wickedness, for what proof
more cogent can a man have that he was not made by an all-
good God than the fact that he himself is very bad?—James
Thomson.
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A Modern Puritan’s Revolt

The Uncalled. (London : Service

& Patén.)
Mark Twain, in his little sketch of “ Adam’s Diaryi
represents our fabled progenitor as entering under the
head of the Sabbath the laconic remark, “ Put“
through.” The other days, according to the diary, are
busy and bright enough ; but in respect of a numbef
of succeeding Sabbaths all we learn is that
“ pulled through.” Then this very early Pepys, aS1
seized with a sudden inspiration, jots down in grea
triumph : “ Now | know why the six days of the we“
were made. They were just made to rest in from
weariness of the seventh !” There we get the t®
relativeness of the Lord’s Day. Its restfulness is aC
that other days are required to recover from its tiruv
trying effects. In this sense it is as Bank Holiday IS
many working people, except that lassitude fronf oVeu
activity is far preferable to the utter wearind$§ Bf ill
and spirit which follows from being compelled _to d
practically nothing at all, or to do that which is
tasteful. _ _ Jji

In his new American novel, entitled The UtIQU
Paul Laurence Dunbar deals drastically with the
day superstition, though not with that alone. .t
book is a protest against other Puritan survivals t
afflict certain of the American States. It has an mtL j
in our own country, for even in the present enlig*ly s
age we recognise similar survivals amongst ourse
Much of the satire is as well deserved by us as by
inhabitants of the small Ohio town in which the s
of the story is laid. And this is especially true (
that we see a disposition to revivify and develop *
of the worst features of the Puritanical folly *a ™
had fondly hoped was at least dying, if not dead. f
inhabitants of Dexter— for the most part stern, S
strait-laced, persecuting bigots— have their Prot°r™v!
in our own towns and villages, living hard, "1l O
loveless lives themselves, and fired with a hoi) t
make existence as unendurable as possible for otl

Not that our own special bigots rejoice in any a »
numerical strength. The spirit of the age has ” jn
them down to a very small section. In bulk»
their objects, they are a miserable body. pu
they lack in numbers they make up for in activity1 ~ 0
noise they manage to create is really wonder!
we consider the insignificant source from which 1
It is the voice of a giant proceeding from a
indigenousbigotsare mostly sky-pilots whohavep 0%
interests to serve.
cerned about the safety of their means 0L “4'
who view with the keenest apprehension any aPe ®
to rivalry, who espy the thin edge of the
every liberal movement, and who would han jn tle
most innocent forms of national amugemeO*
effart, to preserve a feis-decayittg domination-pg
sky-pilots pretend that they are actuated by tj btib
of motives, and that they are supported by Olliy »
public opinion. The truth is, that they’\spea"’\’\);‘<e
themselves and for their flocks, not all .
willing to follow them. And the thin disk!SeS e
ttiey eavelap thieir imjotivea— sueh as the desif®.  gtj;
Sunday labor and to stem the tide of sinful P ffl,

ive been thoroughly exposed over and ovef, 7/ iti*li,

Returning to this recent novel, The UIIQ y
might be expected of the author of Lyrics of jj~ po'»
a plain, homely story. Nevertheless, it is *j|t|e to“1
and pathos, and enlivened with many quaint 1

By Paul Laurence Dunbar.

of wit and humor which are not the yls
because they complete the picture of Anierfa Vv
life. A bright young fellow of lowly birth, 7 0,

than average ability. is drawn by the sheer yjig teR,
cumstances into the dissenting Ministry- VXJt‘

and moral sense are for ever rising® m rij, j
the absurdities and illiberalities he is ca.."c

*

up jj#

preach. Eventually, and in a
he renounces the faith in which
betakes himself to an honest

Therein he is at once successful S r S S g #
which may have its suggestion to o.the*8

enough, have to struggle through simfiar i
tribulation into freedom and light.
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Astaid and stern old maid, Miss Hester Prime, adopts
'iftin boyhood and brings him up in all the severity of
afaith largely founded on the old Puritan code. She
reasons thus : Human beings are by nature evil ; evil
rwst be crushed ; ergo, everything natural must be
Qushed. Under this good woman’s cheerful tutelage,
i"any things, commonplace enough in themselves,
ecome sacred to the boy Brent; and things™ said
|° be sinful multiply themselves with astonishing
'eamdlty It was wicked to cousrh in church as it
Vg N rileg® to play with a hymn-book. “ His training
Pre- ¢ ~P°the’sis of the non-essential.” Miss Prime s
isi™N'°n %or mat™S a good boy was two parts
FLPI'g?jirl‘ﬁnt, two parts adr%onition,y and two Barts
ardi One class-meeting night the boy and his
%r :an were>as usual, sitting side by side at church
treims ‘he habit of some of the congregation to bring
uisen(;fSide controversies into the class-room under the
- ' testiirnonies or exhortations, and to air their
fracr Wlere their opponents could not answer them—a
edif ice not confined to the United States. One of these
da/d*l"g\_/ides was Daniel Hastings. The trait had
%stigr? iR RiM that, WMBMSIEF ha tose to speak, the
% o] ran round : “ | wonder who Daniel is going to
havitlpVer. *te coals now.” On that day he had been
\er U his old-time enemy, Thomas Donaldson,
doctorlC adven' into Dexter of a young homoeopathic

glanVllem ~auicl rose to speak that evening, he cast a
anj I'e of. unfriendly significance at his opponent,
'SonfUf i ed ‘nl° a fiery exhortation on true religion.
ness .Bjollis’ religion,” he said, ‘is like sugar, all sweet-
my mnd no power ; but | want my religion like | want
Ill 1 ctdcine—1 want it strong an’ 1 want it bitter, so’s
had ,]°w I've got it.” In Fred Brent the sense of humor
to0n,,, , been entirely crushed, and the expression was
bis fa c1for b's gravity. He bent his head and covered
Rev'jo "odl b‘s hands. When Daniel had finished, the
gﬂ‘ |.r-Sinips°n arose, and, bending an accusing glance

% ¢lé shrinking Boy, began: ‘1 perceive on the part
Heposif-  dlc younger members of the congregation a
toflll§j jon to levity. The house of God is not the place

. ‘amusement’. 1 never see young people deriding
by Helders without thinking of the awful lesson taught
tieU? lord’s judgment upon those wicked youths whom
see- be-bears devoured. Some of the men whom | have
itw/A Prison condemned to death or a life of confine-
iisp lave begun their careersjust that way, showi g

Pcct for their elders and for the Church.

S C Has‘er Fred got home—-notwithstanding the
,adild?nof. b's good friend, Eliphalet Hodges, that

tC uan't = .

Sot I,ke their e*dei? “~hey’re a-laughin’

% I° keep a smootﬁ face when . X e :n SPor a
) Ir innards ’— the young culp nently calcu-

I i tra?bing, which was, of course, - cf

impress him with the beauty ana j >

Siv ‘Ire yopng Brent was regarded as a lost lam
18 aXas"é Il_r e1- That precigus vessel, the Rev.
S>as afied and undertook to “ wrastle with
beligp&Pbtind op old with the angel.” Eventually
KUy his « lat be had been brought to a “realisin’
> Gy to stilH ress’” and be was sent to a Bible
Yy "¥,8 O Vny Por the hmviisurj). B nowel then
AlLf tGjoledr,°US methods by which, in later*yea’rs,
. be into accepting ordination. He felt

i wcn,"” arrant coward, and despised himself
o H -
vV 0 t,c°’mpliance  He realised how soon a man

A Land.rfI™ Op bis position, and learns to dole

N. .spirit,,.,,lcd phrases of ministerial talk like a

Refusing to reprove a

firl’ be Pulpit—to find a scourge to whip down

re%\/otfl_lndign'I»,CUsed Op complicity. Then, in an

11 thet,, 110n>be concludes an impassioned
«»Sight r Words :

O|" u bjiclf 41 J *be finst tirie that b am myself. |
Wele '>ori’OUr b‘adly what you have given me. |

% )resi' Pastor.” J
exter . . L. .
Then’and finds employment ina Cincinnati
V e fed Cc>after a time, he writes home :
rlii; 1 trat i .
" “Culdn'ta'n.kr’'wing ; I can take full breaths

th&.:ii.ba\(, ..'~xter, the air was Too rarefied by
int and 10”10 face to face with Christianity
Hopy of respect it for what it is.”

tlle struggles of this young heroic

spirit, faintly outlined here, but told with masterly force
in the novel, ought surely to win the interest and
sympathy of many readers on both sides the Atlantic
who have in recent times been sickened with trashy
religious fiction that need not be named.

Francis Neale.

Ingersoll’s Tribute to Voltaire.

Voltaire hated tyranny, and loved liberty. His argu-
ments to prove the existence of a God were just as
groundless as those of the reverend fathers of his day
to prove the divinity of Christ, or that Mary was the
mother of God. The theologians of his time maligned
and feared him. He regarded them as a spider does
flies. He spread nets for them. They were caught,
and he devoured them for the amusement and benefit
of the'public. He was educated by the Jesuits, and
sometimes acted like one.

It is fashionable to say that he was not profound.
This is because he was not stupid. In the presence of
absurdity he laughed, and was called irreverent. He
thought God would not damn even a priest forever— this
was regarded as blasphemy. He endeavored to prevent
Christians from murdering each other, and did what he
could to civilize the disciples of Christ. Had he founded
a sect, obtained control of some country, and burned a
few heretics at slow fires, he would have won the admira-
tion, respect, and love of the Christian world. Had he
only pretended to believe all the fables of antiquity,
had he mumbled Latin prayers, counted beads, crossed
himself, devoured the flesh of God, and carried fagots
to the feet of philosophy in the name of Christ, he
might have been in heaven this moment, enjoying a
sight of the damned.

Instead of doing these things, he wilfully closed his
eyes to the light of the Gospel, examined the Bible for
himself, advocated intellectual liberty, struck from the
brain the fetters of an arrogant faith, assisted the weak,
cried out against the torture of man, appealed to reason,
endeavored to establish universal toleration, succored
the indigent, and defended the oppressed.

These were his crimes. Such a man God would not
suffer to die in peace. If allowed to meet death with a
smile, others might follow his example, until none would
be left to light the holy fires of the auto-da-fe. It would
not do for so great, so successful an enemy of the
Church to die without leaving some shriek of fear,
some shuddering cry of remorse, some ghastly prayer of
chattered horror, uttered by lips covered with blood and
foam.

He was an old man of eighty-four. He had been
surrounded with the comforts of life ; he was a man
of wealth— of genius. Among the literary men of the
world he stood first. God had allowed him to have the
appearance of success. His last years were filled with
the intoxication of flattery. He stood at the summit of
his age. The priests became anxious. They began to
fear that God would forget, in a multiplicity of business,
to make a terrible example of Voltaire. Towards the
last of May, 1778, it was whispered in Paris that Voltaire
was dying. Upon the fences of expectation gathered
the unclean birds of superstition, impatiently waiting
for their prey.

“Two days before his death his nephew went to seek
the curd of Saint Sulpice and the Abbé Gautier, and
brought them into his uncle’s sick chamber, who, being
informed that they were there, ‘Ah, well,’ said Voltaire,
1,r;ve them my compliments and my thanks.” The
Abbé spoke some words to him, exhorting him to
patience. The curé of Saint Sulpice then came forward,
having announced himself, and asked of \ oltaire,
elevating his voice, if he acknowledged the divinity of
our Lord Jesus Christ. The sick man pushed one of
his hands against the curé’s coif, shoying him backhand
cried turning abruptly to the other side, ‘ Let me die in

The curé seemingly considered his person

Egialgz and his coif dishonoured, by the touch of the
hil©§bphéf- u» rnade the nurse give him a little
Brushing, and went out with the Abbe Gautier.”

He expired, says Wagniere, on the 30th of May, 1778,
at about quarter past eleven at night, with the most
perfect tranquillity. Ten minutes before his last breath
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he took the hand of Morand, his valet de chambre, who
was watching by him, pressed it, and said : “ Adieu, my
dear Morand ; | am gone.” These were his last words.

From this death, so simple and serene, so natural
and peaceful ; from these words, so utterly destitute of
cant or dramatic touch, all the frightful pictures, all the
despairing utterances, have been drawn and made.
From these materials, and from these alone, have been
constructed all the shameless calumnies about the death
of this great and wonderful man, compared with whom
all of his calumniators, dead and living, were and are
but dust and vermin.

More than a century ago Catholicism, wrapped in
robes red with the innocent blood of millions, holding
in her frantic clutch crowns and sceptres, honors and
gold, the keys of heaven and hell, trampling beneath
her feet the liberties of nations, in the proud moment
of almost universal dominion, felt within her heartless
breast the deadly dagger of Voltaire. From that blow
the Church can never recover. Livid with hatred, she
launched her impotent anathema at the great destroyer,
and ignorant Protestants have echoed the curse of
Rome.

Voltaire was the intellectual autocrat of his time.
From his throne at the foot of the Alps he pointed the
finger of scorn at every hypocrite in Europe. He was
the pioneer of his century. He was the assassin of
superstition. Through the shadows of faith and fable,
through the darkness of myth and miracle, through the
midnight of Christianity, through the blackness of
bigotry, past cathedral and dungeon, past rack and
stake, past altar and throne, he carried, with chivalric
hands, the sacred torch of reason.

— From. "'The House of Death."

The Late Mr. King of Hastings.

Wi ith deep regret we have to record the death of Mr. Alfred
King, of blastings—a valiant soldier of Freethought known
to most advanced thinkers of the South of England, and to
hosts of others in various parts of the country. He died at
Battle on the 4th inst., in Ills 63rd year. During Mr. Brad-
laugh’s struggles Mr. King gave hearty and most valuable
support to the cause of freedom against intolerance, and was
an active and consistent Freethinker to the day of his death.
Of late years he conducted a Sunday afternoon class, at which
he expounded his principles with ability and success. In his
day he gained marked recognition as a political pamphleteer.
His tract, “ Ireland’s Woes and Ireland’s Foes,” had a wide
circulation. He was a man of majestic presence, and the
Morning Leader, in a very appreciative obituary, mentions
one occasion when “ Toby,” as he was familiarly called,
exercised his great muscular strength in behalf of free
speech. A number of men were creating a disturbance at a
meeting at which he was present, and refused to desist. Mr.
King picked them up one after another by the collar, and
coolly dropped them over the balustrade, one by one, into the
hall beneath. Unfortunately, one of the men broke his leg,
and this nearly broke poor “ Toby’s” heart, for he was as
tender as he was big. He maintained his victim till he was
quite convalescent, and then gave him a sum of money.

Mr. King went out to the Crimea in 1854 to construct the
railway from Balaclava to Sebastopol. Returning after the
war, he settled down at Hastings, and eventually became a
builder and contractor. He was one of those men who,
by honesty, candor, and consistency, compelled his oppo-
nents to respect him. A few years ago he could have
had a seat in the Hastings Town Council, but his health,
he thought, would have prevented him from doing his
duty. He therefore refrained from accepting it, but his son—
a worthy son of a worthy sire—took his father’s place after a
contest in which he found it quite unnecessary to employ
canvassers or conveyances.

Mr. Forder conducted the service at Battle Cemetery, and,
prior to the ceremony, had the opportunity of seeing letters
from the Mayor of Hastings and other local dignitaries, all
testifying to their great esteem for Mr. King and their deep
regret at his decease. The funeral procession, which was a
very large one, left his son’s house, and at the cemetery there
was a large assemblage, numbering friends from all parts ol
the South of England. One lady and gentleman from Lincoln
mentioned to Mr. Forder that they had seen a notice of the
funeral in a local journal, and had prolonged their visit to
Hastings in order to witness a secular burial.

Mr. Fordcr delivered a short address at the graveside, and
read a few appropriate sentences from the Secular Burial
Service by Mr. Austin llolyoake, who was one of Mr. King’s
intimate friends in years gone by. Afterwards Mr. Forder

freethinker.

September 17, 1899

read the following appreciation of Mr. King from the \en°
Mr. G. W. Foote, who was, to his regret, prevented fr°
attending the funeral by his lecturing engagements in
North: “Alfred King was a model of manly independent®
He disdained to be bound by senseless conventions, or t° &.
his opinions at second-hand. He faced the facts, formed 1
own conclusions, and expressed them fearlessly. It redj
occurred to him to consider if he would gain or lose in act* »
on his own judgment as to what was true or false, or rf>
or wrong. He was also kind, considerate, and generous
others. His life proved that the most heterodox belie
consistent with the highest and most steadfast virtue,
encountered misfortune with dauntless courage, and
himself without elation in the midst of prosperity, te
suffering came that was long and trying, he displays®1 j
rarest fortitude. His character, no less than his
presence, marked him out from the multitude. He belong ,
to the great untitled aristocracy of nature. All wh® »
him will say : This was a Man. The world is poorer by ,
death, and richer for his life. But he longed for no re*l -
he aspired to no praise. He was content to be a si
member of the brotherhood of Humanity. The peace
grave has fallen upon him, and in that peace we leave

He passed into the great Silence without a shadow 0 ~
and without misgiving we turn from his last resting'P j;’
bearing with us the precious memory of his noble manil

The Seaside Nuisance.

Under a spreading wideawake
The out-door preacher stands ;
There’s frenzy in his bulging eyes

And agitated hands,
As wildly he harangues the crowd
U pon the yellow sands.

Year in, year out, 0’ Sunday nights,

You may hear his “ bellows ” blow , .jj
You may hear him whoop till ears are |

A mile away or so— .
Like a redskin yelling for all lie's wor

As he tomahawks a foe.

He goes on Sunday to the church,
But fails to find “ the boys

He therefore hunts them on the shore.
And Sabbath peace destroys

By bawling that Damnation is
The price of Sabbath joys.

He drags the Lamb, the bleeding lamb>
Again from Paradise,

And wallows in the gory flood
Like a priest at sacrifice ;

Most of his speech is meaningless,
And none of it is nice.

Boiling, perspiring, bellowing,
Onward through life he goes ;
To him the poetry of earth
Is the prosiest of prose ;
And the glory of the summer sea
Is the,Devil’s lure, he knows.
frien®L
Thanks, thanks to thee, my vulg
These lessons thou hast taugb
When true religion grabs a man
He’s soon to madness wrongll ’
God loves a dolt with leathern 1
And curses honest thought )
Charles D1 Sif-

Ingersoll Died Poor« at!

rsoHU(/ﬁth

Mrs. Eva Ingersoi.i., widow of Colonel

band as adinimistrairix of the estate Ol _w;il efll
Ingersoll has made diligent search for ,jg{s . ’
but in vain, and to the Best ef Ner knowigd vl 2.
died intestate. The ¥ralue of his personal | o
by her to be about 10,600 eellars (about ™y, jj

time of his death he held no real proper p kl%sg é\
estate are Mrs. ImgersoH, the widow; e; - %S
presumed, will receive his lile insur« and .
Brown, wife of Walston H. Brown,

ngersoll. This information is taken jos  v,0
papers. It shows the truth of th»t tV.<r«V

observation that Ingersoll did nothing
up a fortune and die a millionaire.

this ilk will say now remains to be .se
find a useful fable in the opposite dire

o fl,
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Maitre Labori.

Ti

dfE .~Mowing account of M. Labori, the counsel who

offr ed Dreyfus, is by Harry' J. W. Dam, representative
the New YorkJournal at Rennes —

Labori is the dramatic, the electric element in the Dreyfus
WwWe 'lad our ~rst taste of his quality this morning,
short* 6 wounded lawyer got to work at full speed for a

2? Interval. His attack woke up the whole case.

e le building, as well as the audience, seemed to open its
B>s apd vibrate in unison as when the big engines of the
(icf.nia get into action and send their rapid beats through-
e entire ship.
aJ'mange, Labori’s colleague, is a very able man, but not
Hech' adv?cate. He is merely a dry, if brilliant, thinking
@)j 'ne>with no more magnetism, or momentum, than a
Stoat Ucbwheat cake. But Labori is a rare instance of
ap. aiental and physical powers, equally developed, and we
L eciated fully this morning why he was shot.
Sedl° ~enera’s arc «ill afraid of him. They are all men of
graii Staturc and advanced years, and seem to shrink to
lie - Slze whenever they try to face Labori with pretence or
their « arc no longer dealing with obsequious oflicers,

sn ‘. enors- Labori to them represents the change from
Vaf's to master.

. Sparrow and Eigiit-Inch Gun.
nni en Labori went for Gonse this morning, it seemed for a

inch 'be «attacking a poor little sparrow with an eight-
Hte pn‘ Dp to now Gonse, like all the other malicious
eilfra’'s’ las seemed a very imposing personage,

Thi' "cal,y Panoplied in his years, his rank, his fame.
Ua in°ni‘ng, however, he was simply an angry little old
Fech Un'b)rm. who became excited and squeaked. All
ther vitn>when they become aroused, raise the pitch of
lireQ°lcese Gonse was so excited he nearly readied the
\ith*?autbblu sound.
aH)  Labori, on the contrary, as he became n.orc heated
fassho(, i exc,ted, his voice grew deeper and deeper. It
i'Meft 1" ' b°om 1boom 1las he fired his shot at Gonse, until
1to0p SWeddjng-cake general not a leg to stand upon.
FhiwR Seat 'n court next to Mine. Labori, Mere, mother
f°’kinp La “awyer. She is a tall, slender, erect, aristocratic-
e.si; \ °L perhaps sixty-five. She has a thin, finely-cut
j'ih lier r. atlu’'l'ne nose, rather pointed chin, and looks
Se of j?’®- full, grey hair and eye-glasses like a grand
ke j, Loston. Both she and her iiusband appear like
.bin 'ncrican ty'pes, which explains Labori’s cosmo-

iNai:nulanger. you could at first sight believe him of any
iiHan, from American to Russian, with a preference
N M85, Yorkshire or Glasgow. Mine. Labori, Mere,
\0- digetl in a dark blue.walking suit.trimmed with cream
™us. le Wore a dark straw toque to match, and white kid

Labori’'s Mother Talks of Him.

&il{n?bfswm; "f-,na little whispered interview, to talk about
pFf eeurse she was. If there was ever a

9 fer on"tium:
[d210 lw 'c Lice of the eautin wine did not want to tall

And so, while gendarr-ﬁ-é-s';

the proceedings, we laid
a nice little interview in

-H:( black].. € Labori, Merc.
"his,."'0 head! 'd us f°r disturbin
rsall t) toS®ther, and ha
ourselves. )

i " oulli” only son, the only child we ever had.

A/ Ihe best of hoys and men.”
>>\;%1‘e3.f§ trood to his mother ?” .
c 1" and we have been so Road l; »
,,toB?y Vv/cboo!, lie took all the prizes. He always
“l “fit t" e knew he would be a great man. | was
>8goral % He will leave nothing of that poor
“I'ito did *Outely.nothing.”
tc as in \QUycccive news of his injury ?”
B 8 renfdll W Was dreadfii=awilil we were
iH \V,. ?Verconie. It was serious, very serious,
V \ay »oa terrikK/00"™ ('le first train for Rennes, and the
«trai'°’n to  °rdeal °f hopes and fears. We feared
iV°t Bn reache[l 1eCfIVc a dispatch announcing the worst,
i «*Uh.be'Vs, +] "ac ‘ station our hearts sank. Then, as
doW!' rros? again. It was like that, up and
)ﬂ:enisiir» | bbes . or six long hours. 1 did not know till
*cQifiy sat UnUt fb° wound was not a serious one.

d n°t sav";n w*fb°ut any strength left to sustain
say a word. AU my powers werg gone.

,. 4m cversince; as

She .
yACHGMgh) ler Evtoment en kher Son.
fly 1,~°iug"q'l interested in what her son, a mere
40K e trh eoMme @« iR the 8HFAE ESFfEéBW;f_EBH'
‘Htoy. it 1bow,. nicati°’ns become spasmodic, intermit
Itotiy'Hs jn uhas bow well Labori bore the strain o.
tin Sasi 1 head ° trouble from the wound, but much
chti|llcb nian  bhe says he refused absolutely to be

°"ad boo. ,r ",c session of yesterday, but said
n lost which had to’be made’up at full
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speed. She talks of her daughter-in-law’s devotion, the
children—her particular pets—and other matters which, how-
ever, are not exactly of international interest. Then she
wants to know what | am going to say' about him.

I say | am going to compare him to the largest-sized ball
in a bowling-alley, knocking a little group of red and gold
generals and their lies into the four quarters of the heavens.
She does not quite understand this, not being an amateur at
tenpins. When it is explained, however, she smiles, nods
assent, but suggests an improvement of her own.

“ Disons que mon Jils est tine grande automobile que ne
s'arrétera pas avant que Dreyfus soit acquitte." [Let us say
my son is a great automobile which will not stop until
Dreyfus is acquitted.]

Correspondence.

SPORTSMEN'S LOGIC.
TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.”

Sir,—As many references have been made in the press to
an article by' Sir Herbert Maxwell in Blackwood's Magazine,
and as the editor refuses to insert our reply, we appeal to
your sense of fair play to let us state very briefly' the
humanitarian contention.

We heartily agree with Sir H. Maxwell that the question
of the ethics of sport must be decided by reason as well as by-
sentiment ; but we submit that his own reasoning is not of
the strongest when he tries to justify blood-sports by asserting
that “ one searches in vain for justice and mercy among the
lower animals.” The statement is neither correct nor
relevant; for, in the first place, co-operation is as much a
law of nature as competition ; and, secondly, even if it were
not so, the savagery of animals would be no excuse for the
savagery of men. Are we to base human ethics on animal
conduct? And, if so, why should we imitate the predatory-
kinds rather than the sociable? And why, again, because
some animals Kkill for food, should toe kill for pleasure?
These are points which Sir H. Maxwell, the champion of
reason against sentiment, has unaccountably overlooked.

Equally fallacious is his plea that the sportsman is the best
friend of animals because he “ preserves ” them for slaughter.
The thing is nonsense downright. It could be no comfort to
the individual animal who is butchered to know (if he could
know) that the species is preserved, and that the same process
of butchery' will thus be perpetuated. Sir H. Maxwell points
out that, but for fox-hunting, the fox would have been
exterminated like the wolf. We reply that, in such a case,
extermination is far the humaner alternative. Can it be
pretended that it would have been a kindness to wolves to
“ preserve ” a certain number of them in this country, in
order that sportsmen might gratify their love of bloodshed by
forever hunting them to death ?

And really, sir, if it is so kind to animals to worry them
with dogs, must not Englishmen feel some remorse for the
prohibition of the gentle old sport of bear-bating? Is it not
sad to think that there were once bears in many an English
village wfiere now they arc extinct? Yet, strange to say,
Sir I1. Maxwell alludes to bear-baiting as rightly abolished,
forgetting that his sporting predecessors defended their cruel
pastimes by the same fallacies as those by,.which he now
defends his own. Henry S. Salt.

Past and Future.

Yea, if no morning must behold

Man, other than were they now cold,
And other deeds than past deeds done,
Nor any near or far-off sun

Salute him risen and sunlike-souled,
Free, boundless, fearless, perfect, one,

Let man’s world die like worlds of old,
And here in heaven’s sight only be

The sole sun on the ivorldless sea. .
—A. C. Swinburne.

How to Help Us.

(1) Get your newsaﬁent to take a few copies of the Freethinker
and try to sell them, guaranteeing to take the copies that

remain unsold.

(2) Take an extra copy- (or more), and circulate it among your
acquaintances.

(3) Leave a copy of the Freethinker now and then in the train, the
car, or the omnibus.

(4) Display, or get displayed, one of our contents-sheets, wﬁ‘fﬁ'ﬂ
are of a convenient size for the purpose. Mr. Forder w

send them on application.
(5 Get your newsagent to exhibit the Freethinker in the window,
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

[Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday,
and be marked “ Lecture Notice," i f not sent on post-card. ]

LONDON.

T he Athenaeum Hall (73 Tottenham Court-road, W .): 7.30,
C. Watts, “ Dreyfus and the Shame of France.”

Bradlaugh Club and Institute (36 Newington Green-road,
Ball's Pond): 830, A Concert.

Open-air Propaganda.

Battersea Park Gates : 11.30, A. B. Moss.

Edmonton (corner of Angel-road) : 7, W. Ramsey.

Finsbury Branch (Clerkenwell Green): 11.30, E. White.

Kingsland (Ridley-road): 11.30, R. P. Edwards.

Mile End Waste: 1130, S. Jones; 7, R. P. Edwards. Sep-
tember 20, at 8, E. Pack.
E. S. (Peckham Rye): 11.15, A lecture. (Brockwell

S. L.
Park) : 3.15, A lecture.
Stratford (The Grove): 7, A. B. Moss.
The Triangle (Salmon-lane, Limehouse):
September 19, at 8, E. Pack.
Victoria Park (near the Fountain): 3.15, R. P. Edwards.
Westminster (Grosvenor Embankment): 11.30, H. Hunter,
“ Cause of Scepticism.”

11.30, E. Pack.

COUNTRY.

Bristol (in the Horse Fair) : 8, J. Keast, " Christianity and
Progress.”

Chatham Secular Society (Queen's-road, New Brompton) :
245, Sunday School; T. Parris—11.30, “How we Get Know-
ledge ”; 7, “ The Certainties of Religion Worthless.”

Derby (Market-place): Willie Dyson— 11, “ Religion and Civi-
lization”; 3, "Humanity’s Gain from Unbelief.” September 21
and 22, C. Cohen, in the Co-operative Hall.

Edinburgh (Moulders’ Arms, 105 High-street): 7, Mr. Bayleffe
(Birmingham), “ Body and Mind.”

Glasgow (no Brunswick-street): G. W. Foote—11.30, “Sin,
Sinners, and Judgment” ; 230, "The Dreyfus Case and the
Future of France”; 6.30, " Colonel Ingersoll: Living and Dead.”

Leicester Secular Society (Humberstone-gate): 6.30, Coun-
cillor Amos Booth, “The A B C of Vaccination.”

Liverpool (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square): 7, Mr. Ross,"The
Bible: “Is its Teachings Moral or Immoral.”

Manchester Secular Hall (Rusholme-road, All Saints):
C. Cohen—11, “ The Awakening of Europe ”; 3, " The Crisis in the
Church”; 7, “The Aims of Secularism.”

Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockingham-
street) : H. Percy Ward—11, “ The Impracticability of Social-
ism "”’; 3, ” Christianity and the Slave Trade ”; 7, "Why | Left
the Wesleyan Pulpit.” Teaat 5.

South Shields (Royal Assembly Hall, Mile End-road): 7, Im-
portant Business Meeting.

Lecturers’ Engagements,

C. Cohen, 17 Osborne-road, High-road, Leyton.—September
17 and 24, Manchester. October 1, Glasgow.

Arthur B. Moss, 44 Credon-road, London, S.E.—September
17, m., Battersea ; e., Stratford. 24, m., Mile End; c., Stratford.

R. P. Edwards, 9 Caxton-road, Shepherd's Bush.—September
17, m., Ridley-road ; a., Victoria Park ; e., Mile End, 24, m.,
Limehouse ; a., Hampstead ; e., Mile End.

E. Pack, 10 Henstridge-place, Ordnance-road, St. John’s Wood.
—September 17, m., Mile End. 24, Battersea Park.

H. Percy Ward, 5 Alexandra-road, Edgbaston, Birmingham.
—September 17, Sheffield. 24, Derby. November 5, Birmingham.
12 and 19, Manchester. 26, Birmingham. December 17, Bir-
mingham.

POSITIVISM.

- Reorganisation, without god or hing, by the systematic
worship of Humanity."
Information and publications on the Religion of Humanity

may be obtained free on application to the Church of
Humanity, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

Ingersoll’s New Lecture.

THE DEVIL

Price 6d. post free.

LoHdon j R. Forder, 28 Stonecuttcr-strcct, E.C.

TJENI1 I-RLL. Two Rooms and Kitchen. Owner of Shop
| would like to hear from Steady and Respectable Yountf
Married Man, engaged during the day, and without incumbrance,
whose wife could attend to tobacco, sweet, and mineral shop in
London thoroughfare.”* Fine opening for Freethought branch.—
Letters to Tobacco, ' 321 Milkwood-road, Herne 111l S.E.

THE FREETHINKER.

September 17, 1897

Works by the late R. G. IngersoH-

The House of Death. What is Religion? 2d
Funeral Orations and Ad- Is Suicide a Sin ? 2d.
dresses. Handsomely printed Last Words on Suicide.
and bound, is. God and the State.

The Devil. 6d. * Why am | an AgnostiC

Superstition. 6d. Part I. 2d. .

Defence of Freethought. Why am | an AgncST*
A Five Hours’ Speech at the Part 1l. 2d. oM
Trial of C. B. Reynolds for EFaith and Fact. RePv
Blasphemy. 6d. Dr. Field. 2d. Jr

Shakespeare. 6d. God and Man. Second 1

The Gods. 6d. to Dr. Field. 2d.

The Dying Creed. 2d
The Limits of TolerM™,
A Discussion with the
F. D. Coudert and Gov.
Woodford. 2d. j.
Household of FaitiE j
Art and Morality.
Do | Braspheme ?

The Holy Bible. 6d.
Reply to Gladstone. With
%Biography by J. M. Wheeler.

Rome or Reason ? A Reply
to Cardinal Manning. 4d.

Crimes against Criminals.

Oration on Walt Whitman. T he Clergy and
3d. Sense. 2d. od i
Oration on Voltaire. 3d. Social Salvation. -
Abraham Lincoln. 3d. Marriage and Divorce-
Paine the Pioneer. 2d. Skulls. 2d. j
T he Great Mistake.

Humanity’s Debt to T homas

Paine. 2d. Live T opics, id. j
Ernest Renan and Jesus Myth and Miracle.
Christ. 2d. Real Blasphemy. '’

Repairing the ldols- j(
Christ and Miracle *

Creeds and SpiritUA

T rue Religion. 2d.
T hree Philanthropists.
Love the Redeemer. 2d.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

THE BEST BOK

ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, | BELIL ,, aCT"'®
TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND P«A
OF NEO-MALIHUSIANISM. N

2d.

£9g
By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., MIN-o- ’ 1
. 1 N
160 pages, -with portrait and autggraph, bound in cfot'|>
Price is., post free. A p0nJ

In order to bring the information within the real 1° ,blctf <
mest fmportant parts of the book are issudd m a P
pages at one penny, post free 2d. Copies ot
distribution _is. a dozen post free. sa)'s \ Oftk

tember 4, _1"9’.‘,,1:61 v 7

UritggepLional oG aki-

The National Reformer of Se
Holmes’ pamphlet:::..-1§ @& &

Neo-Malthusian theory and practice.....and 1 incs’ sarlfiy
to moral feeling......The special value of Mr. 1, gcfl° Jth
the Neo-Malthusian cause and to human well- sfatetn, . ks

just his combination in his pamphlet of a Plal,; j a plan ]
physical and moral need for family limitation v » 10

of the means by which it can be secured, an * ceS.” , & *

ccrned of the requisites at the lowest possibcj  Dry, 41S.
The Council of the Malthusian League, v - ~.gh

Allbutt, and others, have also spoken of it ;n ..;r.stree’
The trade supplied by R. Forder, 28 Stone=< 20 S!

E.C. Other orders should be sent to theau 11’
J. R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WANtA A

W. J. Rendell's “Wife's W fy

T N I
Recommended by Mrs. Besant in Lam /p OLpo?\L i(ei*

Dr. Allbutt in Wife's Handbook, p. S1*. post freweDP '
Chadwell-street, Clerkenwcll; 2s. lLcr  stainpe*
in larger quantities). For particulars sc r

Important Cautio*I'”

Beware of useless imitations substituted” iiep ™
chemists, the words “ Rcndell & Co, , t0 (eC# p
being speciously and plausibly introc m J-RAE ”

lajok for Autograph ReoiStERE

Dr. Allbutt's Uuininc

FRENCH. vfonsicur
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A SPECIAL LECTURE

»R. chl r1'T s“"w atts

Thls Evening (SUNDAY, September 17), at 7.30,
At the
Athenaeum Hall. 73 Tottenham Court-
road, London,
Subject:
reyfus and the Shame of France.”

L~

Just published, price 2d., by post 2j£d.>

Ken “ after God’s Own Heart.”
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SKETCHES OF THE LIVES OF NOAH,
ABRAHAM, MOSES, AND DAVID.

By CHARLES WATTS.

Vatts & Co., 17 Johnson s-court, Fleet-street, E.C.

New Pamphlet by C. Cohen.

UIN & PROVIDENCE.

PRICE ONE PENNY.
" ondon: R. Fordcr, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Now Ready. Cloth, 192 pages,
"HIMSTONE BALLADS
and other verse.

By G. L. MACKENZIE.

With Introduction by G. Y . 100

R. Fordcr, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

A j o Now Ready. %
ristianity and Agnosticism.
K Bl Correspondence between

GyMAN OF THE CHURCH IN SCOTLAND

ANDERSON, Agnostic, London,
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Price 2d., by post 2/2d-, yearly subscription (including Supple-
ments), 2s. 8d.

rue LITERARY GUIDE

AND RATIONALIST REVIEW.

The September Number Contains —
Chapel Royal Religion. J. M. Robertson.
Cui Bono? A. G. W.
Wagner’s Great “ Religious"™ Drama.
Evolutionary Theories Criticised.
Samuel Davidson.
A Type of Pessimism.
Signs and Warnings (gleaned from the Religious Press).
Random Jottings.
Chats with the Bygone.
ninus. F. J. G.
Rationalism in the Magazines.
“ Questionable Propagandism.” Charles Watts.
“ Impersonal Deities " : A Letter and a Rejoinder.
e Short Notices ; Our Letter-Box; Etc.

By Morgan Argles.

I.—With Marcus Aurelius Anto-

London: Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, E.C.

111 stout paper covers, is.; cloth, 2s.
THE

OF GOD

In the Light of the Higher Criticism.
With Special Referenceto Dean Farrar’s New Apology.
By G. W. FOOTE.

Contents:— Introduction—The Bible Canon—The Bible and
Science — Miracles and Witchcraft— The Bible and Free-
thought— Morals and Manners— Political and Social Progress
— Inspiration—The Testimony of Jesus—The Bible and the
Churchof England—AnOriental Book— Fictitious Supremacy.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

FLOWERS OF FREETHOUGHT
G w. Faae

Second Series (cloth), 2s. 6d.

Contents '— Luscious Piety— The Jewish Sabbath— God's Day
— Professor Stokes on Immortality—Paul Bert—Converting a
Corpse—Bradlaugh’s Ghost—Christ and Brotherhood—The Sons
of God— Melchizedek—S'w’elp me God— Infidel Hornes—Are
Atheists Cruel ?—Are Atheists Wicked ?—Rain Doctors— Pious
Puerilities— “ Thus saith the Lord"— Believe or be Damned—
Christian Charity— Religion and Money—Clotted Bosh— Lord
Bacon on Atheism— Christianity and Slavery— Christ Up to Date
— Secularism and Christianity— Altar and Throne— Martin Luther
— The Praise of Folly— A Lost Soul—Happy in Hell—The Act of
Cod— Keir Hardie on Christ— Blessed be ye Poor— Converted
Infidels—Mrs. Booth's Ghost—Talmage on the Bible— Mrs.
Besant on Death and After—The Poets and Liberal Theology—
Christianity and Labor— Duelling—An Easter Egg for Christians
— Down among the Dead Men— Smirching a Hero— Kit Marlowe
and Jesus Christ—Jehovah the Ripper—The Parson’s Living
Wage—Did Bradlaugh Backslide?— Frederic Harrison on
Atheism—Save the Bible I—Forgive and Forget—The Star of
Bethlehem—The Great Ghost—Atheism and the French Revolu-
tiOn— Piggottism—Jesus at the Derby—Atheist Murderers—A
Religion for Eunuchs— Rose-Water Religion.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

NOISI-POISONOUS PAINTS.

Resist all Atmospheric Influences. Samples Free. J. Greevz
Fisher, 7S Chapel Allerton, Leeds ; or S. R. Thompson, 25 Chals-

lorth-avenue, Walton, Liverpool.

TANTON, the People’s Dentist, 335 Strand (opposite Somerset
House) —TEETH on VULCANITE, 2s. 6d. each; upper or
lower set, £U Best Quality, 4s. each ; upper or lower, £2.
Competed j,, four hours when required ; repairing or alterations
fo two hours. If you pay more than the above, they are fancy
,arecs. Teeth on platinum, 7s. 6d. each ; on 18 ct. gold, 15s. ;

»topping, 2s. 6d. ; extraction, is.; painless by gas, 5s.

RS BERRY, the Mount, 86 Central-drive and Read’s-road,
' Blackpool.— Public and Private Apartments. Good accom-

modation. Moderate terms™
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INGERSOLL’S LAST LECTURE.

“WHAT IS RELIGION?”

An Address delivered before the
AMERICAN FREE RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATION, AT BOSTON, JUNE 2, I»

Freethinkers should keep a copy of this Lecture always by them. It was Ingersoll’'s last
utterance on the subject of religion. It shows him to have been a “ rank Atheist” to

the very end. Moreover, it is a summary of his life’s teaching, and embalms his ripest
thought.
PRICE TWOPENCE.

LONDON : R. FORDER, 28 STONECUTTER-STREET, E.C.

Now Ready.

THE OUSE OF DEATH

FUNERAL ORATIONS, ADDRESSES, ETC.,

COLONEL INGERSOLL.

Beautifully Printed on Fine Thick Paper and Handsomely Bound.

Contents:— Speech at Walt Whitman’s Burial—Tribute to Henry Ward Beecher—Tribute to Courtlandt D1
Tribute to Roscoe Conklin— In Memory of Abraham Lincoln—Tribute to Elizur Wright—Address at Horace Seavers jy
—Mrs. Mary H. Fiske—Tribute to Richard H. Whiting— Mrs. Ida Whiting Knowles—At the Grave of Beiijfll']
Parker—Tribute to Rev. Alexander Clark— Death of John G. Mills—At the Grave of Ebon C. Ingersoll—Death ot jjfefr'
Paine— Death of Voltaire—At the Tomb of Napoleon— Heroes of the American War—At a Child’s Grave—Throngll

Death— Death of the Aged— If Death Ends All.
PRICE ONE SHIELING.

LONDON : R. FORDER, 28 STONECUTTER-STREET, E.C.

PREPARE FOR WINTER
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THE" RATIONAL " OVERC°A

LOT 11
. TO MEASURE.
1 Pair Pure Wool Blankets. .
1 Pair Large Bed Sheets. Single Breasted, 2Ss-
1 Beautiful Quilt. Double Breasted, 30s* »
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All for 21s. Carriage Paid. Patterns and Self-Measurement F°

lib. Free Clothing Tea.

To my Rationalist Friends Everywhere v
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fairly with what you can get elsewhere; then buy where you can get best value. If anyo’l®”" the
from me at any time that does not give perfect satisfaction, | will return either all or Pa” ve

If there is any man or woman who would like to add a little to their income, | can and will »

in business. So let all such people write to me at once for further particulars.

J. W. GOTT, 2 and 4 Union-street, Bradford
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