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providence, will not enable the Boers to stand up success
fully against the might of the British Empire. Every man 
outside a lunatic asylum, who is not absolutely besotted 
with religion, is perfectly sure of that. There was 
really no “ providence ” in the Boer victory at Majuba 
H ill; and it is well known that when Mr. Gladstone 
gave the Boers their independence General Evelyn 
W ood was in a position to sweep the Transvaal 
from end to end. Mr. Gladstone may have
been right or wrong. W e think he was right. 
But, in any case, his action was one of great magna
nimity. It was not dictated by fear of the Boers. 
Had he been so minded, he could easily have reduced 
the Transvaal to the position of a Crown Colony ; and, 
being quite as pious and quite as great a Bibliolator as 
President Kruger, he would have capped texts with that 
gentleman, and conclusively proved that God Almighty 
was running in harness with the Liberal Government.

Precisely because we believe that the Boers will 
receive no help from above, or below, we hope Presi
dent Kruger will be wise in time. It is idle to talk as 
some Radicals do. The Outlanders— that is, the 
foreigners— have real grievances. They do suffer from 
“ wrongs unredressed and insults unavenged.” Their 
situation is, indeed, intolerable. They have just 
the same natural right there as the Boers. If 
we are to stand upon the so-called right of 
original possession, the natives whom the Boers 
drove off have the only just claim to the Transvaal. 
Abstract morality can never stem the broad tide of 
affairs in this world. The movements of population 
are the expression of natural forces, which preachers, 
and even statesmen, are powerless to hinder. No 
doubt the mining population in the Transvaal is somewhat 
lacking in ideal elements. But how is such a country 
to be opened up ? W ill a man go from an English county 
to plant cabbages and potatoes in that part of South 
Africa? Is not. some extra stimulus necessary ? And 
is not that stimulus found in the gambling chances of 
gold-digging ? The first adventurers in wild parts of the 
world must he lured on by something more than average 
expectations. You may think it regrettable, but it is 
no use quarrelling with the nature of things. Nature 
is what it is, and man is what he is ; and all that 
wisdom and humanity can do is to correct the 
cruder aspects of the inevitable. The Boers are 
gradually, but certainly, being outnumbered in their 
own country ; and, as in the long run might is right, in 
thc sense that right is a mere abstraction without might 
to back it up, it follows that the majority of whites in 
the Transvaal will only submit to be taxed and governed 
by thc minority as long as they must. The moment 
they are able to make a change they will make it, and 
they will have just the same “ right ” as the Boers had 
when they dispossessed the original inhabitants.

It is natural, too, that our Government should desire 
to assist its subjects in the Transvaal. But let us not 
rush into the frightful crime of an avoidable war. 
Let patience go with firmness, and magnanimity with 
strength. G. W . E oote.
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W hich is the True Church ?

If the usual claims urged by Christians as to the origin 
and nature of their Church were well founded, the above 
question would be superfluous. For, assuming the 
Church to be what is termed “ a divine institution,” 
there should be but one, whose teachings and doctrines 
would be uniform and free from all contradiction. 
Instead of this, we have many Churches, diametrically 
opposed to one another, and each claiming to be the 
true one. While, in our opinion, there may be some 
truth in them all, there is not a single Church in exist
ence, of which we are aware, that is free from error. 
The whole of them are based upon fallacies, and sup
ported by false pretensions. Freethinkers are not alone 
in demonstrating this fact, inasmuch as the adherents 
of the numerous denominations are ever active in point
ing out the failings and mistakes of their fellow Chris
tians who do not belong to some one particular Church. 
This fact must be apparent to those who are acquainted 
with ecclesiastical history, and who read the weekly papers 
representing the views taught by Roman Catholicism, Pro
testantism, Anglicanism, and Nonconformity. Accord
ing to St. John, Christ prayed that all his followers 
“ may be o n e” ; but that, like other prayers, has never 
been answered ; hence at the present time the Christian 
fold is divided into opposing sects, each having a 
Church of its own, which it regards as the true one. 
Now, it is certain that, as they differ widely from each 
other, all cannot be true ; and, after a careful examina
tion of their claims, it occurs to us that they are all more 
or less false.

The recent proceedings of Ritualists andanti-Ritualists, 
also the existing differences among the High, Low, 
and Broad Churches, have induced Professor Mivart 
once more to give the world his views upon an important 
theological question. It will be remembered that some 
time ago, in giving us a picture of the fate of unbelievers 
after death, he consoled us with the declaration that there 
was some happiness in hell. He now treats of things 
of the earth in an article which appears in the August 
number of the Nineteenth Century, entitled “ W hat 
Church has Continuity?” He does not in that article 
deal with the question whether or not the Roman Church 
has this feature in its history ; but, as he has promised to 
return to the subject, we venture to predict that he will 
claim that condition for the Roman Catholic Church to 
which he belongs. Whether we agree with or differ 
from him, his concluding sentence in the article we are 
considering must have some interest to those who are 
acquainted with the Professor’s ability. He writes 
thus : “  I hope, however, to be allowed to treat of it 
(the Roman Communion) in the near future, and this 
the more, since serious warnings that my time is pro
bably but short make me extremely desirous to do the 
little I can towards the promotion of truth as it appears 
to me at the end of my life’s experience.”

He points out that by some people it is affirmed that 
there exists a continuity between the English Church of 
to-day and the one which existed anterior to the reign 
of Henry VIII. At the same time, he remarks that 
other persons entirely deny its existence. The only 
way, in our opinion, to settle these conflicting state
ments is to consider them in a scientific spirit, selecting 
only facts which will enable us to form an impartial 
judgment. W e are not quite certain, however, that the 
Professor, in consequence of his theological training, is 
in a position to do this. He illustrates his views by defi
nitions, comparing the terms “ Church” and “ Species,” 
both from his standpoint as representing mere “ abstrac
tions,” and neither of them having any real existence in 
the world. W e doubt if theologians in general will 
agree with this view. He attaches great importance to 
the fact that these “ abstractions ” are nothing but 
“ abstractions.” Strictly speaking, this may be so, 
although we presume that such an idea will not satisfy 
the orthodox believer. In order to prove that the 
English Church lacks continuity, the Professor refers 
to Italy, franee, and Spain, which, unlike England, 
ipade no changes in doctrine or ritual without the con
sent of the clergy and the sanction of the Pope. But 
England, he alleges, condemned Transubstantiation as 
unscriptural, and the Mass as a blasphemous fable. 
Resides, he urges that England left off praying for the

souls of the departed, although she retained the Pr0Per ̂  
left to defray the cost of the ceremony. None of 
things, he observes, occurred in the three country 
named. He considers that these changes in Eng*3 
have prevented any continuity in the English Chun-■ ;----~ r ------ ; — j  ---------- ./ # # ^ .
In this particular Professor Mivart is quite right, 
it is evident that in his opinion the only true Chu 
possible is one where continuity can be found. __................................. No«;’

is certain that this does not exist in the Engl' .
that our “ Katie0*1

of fad,
out

as it
Church, it is evident, therefore,
Church ” cannot be the true one. As a matter 
we have yet to learn which of the many Churches m 
midst deserves that designation.

Thus the Professor contends that the attemp ^  
establish a National Church without any definite c  ̂
has been a failure, although it had the supp°ot j 
Dean Stanley and Dr. Temple. He endorses ^  
Newman’s contention, that Christians should  ̂
forward, instead of backward, for clearer andful‘e . 
gious knowledge. In support of this view he gives 
curious and, we think, fallacious illustration. **e 
“ W hat should we think of biologists adhering ^oSt 
Linneaus, and Buffon, rather than looking to the  ̂^  
modern leaders in science ?” Now, we submit tn  ̂
two cases are very different. Scier 
new discoveries having been made, while Chrisn“" '^  
based upon a supposed direct and final revelatio 
God, to which nothing can be legitimately sSs 

all error as it is revealed in the P 
of time, but the Church clings to its one unC 1‘jn”aUj 
authority for all time. To make the comparisou^^-i
sense pertinent it requires that the Church shouia “ "   ̂
a continuous revelation, and not maintain an adhf j 
to a fixed faith which, we are told, was “ once dej1' v 
to the saints.” Science, from its very nature, >s 
gressive ; but the teachings of the Church, if fb®J ¡̂r 
from an unchanging and infallible God, should be r," 
sidered the same “ yesterday, to-day, and f°r . pji/ 
Of course we are aware that men’s interpretations
Christian teachings differ and change
the indefinite character of what is taught, ^  
superior conception of the human to that of theSuP 
”  ' T ' ---------- a --------„..if. nf thedivine. In science progress is the result l«s' >of additional facts, which correct previous co‘'."1,rs; l*j 

but no new facts are imparted to Church teach'|^v js'1U H L  1 J U  1 1 C W  I t l ^ L . - *  c u e  n i l g a i  i v u
only fresh feature introduced is man’s altered
what they mean. . .¡¡if

Professor Mivart refers to the difficulty ° [  sfn-,pg1 
any particular century for the purpose of ^
model standard o f what a true Church should ;|ij

• -""St tn‘ ,ni”
£ f t|i 1

it °w
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thirteenth or ninth being no better, he say 
fifth or the second. He urges that there is 
for stopping until we go back to the beginn'0*
*rst century, when we come in contact with the VJ. 

form of Christianity. Now, this is precisely 
Let us start with Christianity“ as it was in the bej, , ^  
— that is, if it can be discovered in this pr»c . j/ f  
But he holds it to be a “ profoundly unphilos°P» ^  
to be primitive— to return to the condition 0 , 
Christianity. Such a return would lead toutte^  uSe , 
i he reason he gives for this statement is b*- ‘ ,,d L

----------- - u------- «'a circumcised,
heads covered, ^  efyChristians would all have to be circumcise*-“ ^  

synagogue and pray with their
all swine flesh, and in all things become i?
Christians were, “ indistinguishable *f°n1.0j1ip3r''’r 
Professor’s pleading may be effective in .c^g \vd j 
present Anglican and dissenting Christ)- 
ancient supposed progenitors ; but the 
considered is, W ere those original Chris r̂< 
standard for a true Church ? And, if *°jeS,

queSsY ‘?>it* ■
:b

nineteenth century, are the successors uV tjie Pl “c‘l
apostles? Further, if these practices u‘ 0f tb^J 
Christians are abandoned, what become foi'1’ 
tinuity” of the Church said to have 1 _ ^
Christ and his early followers ? j

It is evident to us that to have a rf „̂ttet $
Church must retain to-day the same gupP°t C^
as it started with in the first ce,Jtur^vCrc ^ ‘¡t 
knew for certain what the teaching-s t pC<,y
and his apostles gave to the primitive ^  
obvious that such should be considerc j efp {̂ (Ĉ  Ji 
Church on earth ; and, therefore, any ’’ ’^rs1 C J1 UII Cdltll , tlllU, Ultiiwiuiv, - j.
live that does not harmonise with tha r j^iva.r ' 
not possibly be the true one. P ro fesso ^ ^ li j 
recognising the modern view, that
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to no Church, says: “ Follow your conscience, and 
nothing- evil will overtake you.” This is good advice, 
Provided the conscience was properly trained, and that 
11 Possessed the power of leading aright. It is an lm- 
Pavement upon the old aphorism, “ Out of the Church 
no salvation.” But when did the Church to which theProfess,

We °r belongs allow such advice to be followed ?
, ,,e  may mention that, according to our Catholic 
lender of the faith, the new developments ot 1m- 
P0rtant doctrinal changes are at present only spread- 
,ng am°ng the educated classes of society, whose minds 
?.e 'mbued with modern science and the result ot 
l Vanced Biblical criticism. To some extent this inaj 

true i still, we believe that ere long cheap high-class 
Mature will reach the minds of those who are at 

Present less cultured, and, in consequence of this, all 
ae Churches will lose, even more than they have hitherto, 
eir control over the masses. The time is past for 

, y monopoly of the liberalising results of modern 
bought. C h arles W a t t s .

The Twilight of the Gods.

( Concluded from page )sav aKree that the position is a serious one, and yet tho! Monius> one of the minor deities, it is only what J *  m,ght have expected. It is not surprising, he thetS 5*Ut> that men should have ceased to believe in ^  gods. “ W hat other conclusion could they arrive men 6n they saw the conditions around them .fli,ral'<'ie^ ecte(-l, perishing in penury or slavery > ant pr aff„ . 'Vretches wealthy, honored, and powerfu ••••••the; A ^ P rise  that men who are not fools decline to]P is a fa'th in us- W e ought rather to be pleased if there°Pen̂ an to say his prayers.........And now men 5pra £ their eyes. They perceive that whether '-■> make? don,t Pray. go to church or don’t go to church, A n n°  d,fference. And we are receiving our deserts.!  Utnber of suggestions are made by the different some arirni«'- *-t- - * .............................g0d;
Sile,nce, in?i arg u*ngf that it is best to treat unbelief with 

Su e hope that its existence may pass unnoticed, 
,C anbeii,P-St'nff force as the best method of silencing 
t?  c°uncil V ng Damis. Eventually it is agreed that 
aTS(*ne of^adjourned, so that all the gods may visit 
rgaments ^10 disputation and listen to the various

v!arTiJ,?1arrive on the scene of the debate in time to 
(.°u blaSpi Cs’ their defender, shout at Damis : “ W h a t! 
0 °ds ancj |- 0us villain, you ! you don’t believe in the 

°f thp' rovjdence ?” Damis replies that he sees no 
■ elce. ex'stence, but he is willing to listen to 

WP„ *> at wl!-11? ? 03 refuses this, but 1VCS 111 (
v0ic ha-1 ,^eus excla>ms : “ Our man is doing

W, 
yo 

, . as
Ld'Cu'e^of"iD- as a bsh.” Stung by the calmness 
by 1 "is onnnnprvt- nnH tliP cimnnrl frivfMl to

ab Jenc,
Use

--„o  . '-'Ui “ ,a“  ‘
‘ txr has the rudest manner and tne 

b̂at j. e"  done, Timocles ! Give him ia 
V'H be y°Ur

loudest
modes ! Give him hard words.aUd r? . .as dum?011̂  P°‘nt. Begin to reason, and you 

K  b Cule ° f  h- 38 a bsh .” Stung by the calmness ^ $ 0?  fhe spec;? ° P po" ent. and the support given to HieuS. fOr hi« ,, , ors) Damis at length puts forward thin n ls -• ...tnei«« Tt- o . . _r<gs SJf's*ble .tfm‘ ^ is first appeal is to the “ order 
Pa-th: m he SlJ r°ughout the universal scheme of 
at)imai le seaso' and moon move in their allotted 

isi. c°me tonS„ revo!v e ; the plants spring; the 
(i e skill.» the birth, and are organised with

r io f r  bCR tl, °  th'S Damis rePlies :—
.»bat • f.hat ĵ1 c question, Timocles. You have not 
S a° si'S's> Tfi-ff • U,lin£s are as they are by design. 

are conclu ■ 11 ,as been so ordered by Providence 
1 s!°n......You look at the universe as it

is
®xi-
then? y°u

y0n°n assiune‘?u Jh® movements of it, you admire 
‘th v. t'y into -i . . those movements were intended, 

.. tcOnj a » but n.. Passion with those who cannot agree 
bmiUr, , reas°n foV ,ss‘° n is not argument. What is the

; b e l i e f ? "

ia otLi°rhpyS there8?* that th<: greatest of the poets, 
tbp-her 1. may u . s a providence. Damis replies 
afidl',i,lia?rections ° d Poet> but is no authority
Vii °tHrl:Native nV  ̂ esi.des. poets do not intend that 
t w er$ 0efr narrates° dlIct‘°ns should be taken literally, 

tltadot. fact- n  many things that no one accepts as 
°f men arnis 's next asked whether “ the 

and nations who have believed in

the existence of the gods, and worshipped them, 
have all been deceived ?” to which Damis replies :—

“ Thank you for reminding me of national religious 
customs.  ̂ Nothing exhibits more plainly the foundations 
upon which theology is built. There is one religion on
one side of a ladder, and another on the other...... At
Memphis a bull is a god ; at Telusium, an onion. Else
where in Egypt they worship an ibis, a crocodile, a cat,
a monkey, a dog-headed ape......Do you really mean,
Timocles, that such things are a serious proof that the 
gods exist ?”

Returning to the argument from design, Timocles 
drags forward the analogy of a ship with its sails, 
pilot, rowers, etc., and asks : “ The ship could not reach 
its destination without a p ilo t; and the ship of the 
universe, you think, requires neither captain nor helms
man ?” Damis answers :—

“ Most inspired Timocles, the captain you speak of 
arranges his plans beforehand. He settles his course 
and adheres to it. His men are all in order, and obey 
his word of command. Spars, ropes, chains, oars, are on 
board in their places and ready to his hand. But the 
great captain of the universe shows none of this fore
thought. The forestay is made fast to the stern, and the 
sheets to the bow. The anchors are sometimes of gold, 
and the bulwarks of lead. The bottom is painted and 
tarred ; the upper works are plain and unsightly. The 
crew are dispersed at random ; the craven fool is a 
commissioned officer ; the swimmer is sent aloft to man 
the yards; the skilled navigator to work at the pumps. As 
to the passengers—knaves sit at the captain’s table ;
honest men arc huddled into corners...... This is the state
of your ship, Timocles, and it explains the number of 
shipwrecks. Had there been a captain in command, he 
would have distinguished the good from the bad, have 
promoted worth and capacity, and have set vice and folly 
in the place belonging to it. In short, my friend, if your 
ship has had a commander, he has not been fit for his 
place, and there is need of a revolution.”

Driven from this position, Timocles declares that there 
could not be altars unless there were gods, and the 
existence of the latter is shown by the existence of the 
former. Damis smilingly retorts that, as he has taken 
refuge at the altar, as men do in extremities, they had 
better swear a truce and contend no more. He goes off 
laughing, and Timocles closes the discussion by using 
thetime-honored religious weapon of personal abuse, hurl
ing at him a whole string of charges concerning his own 
life and that of his parents. Zeus exclaims : “ One has 
gone off laughing, and the other follows railing and 
throwing tiles at him. W ell, what are we to do now?” 
Hermes replies : “ The old play says you are not hurt if 
you don’t acknowledge it. Suppose a few have gone 
away believing in Damis, what then ? A great many 
more believe the reverse ; the whole mass of unedu
cated Greeks, and the barbarians everywhere.” The 
answer, however, yields Zeus but small consolation, 
who sorrowfully replies, as Darius did in the case of 
Zopyrus, that he would sooner have one Damis than a 
thousand Timocles.

It would have spoiled this dialogue, with its powerful 
satire and cogent reasoning, to have interlarded it with 
a number of reflections upon its applicability to present- 
day controversy. How fresh, or, if you like, how 
ancient, both the attack and defence are will be appa
rent at a glance. A mere change of names would be 
enough to convert the dialogue into a controversy 
between a modern Christian and an Atheist. There is 
not a single argument now used on behalf of religion 
that was not used in Lucian’s day, and time has pretty 
much the same effect on religious arguments that it has 
on clothes— it wears off the superficial gloss and dis
closes their true texture. The argument from tradition, 
from the beliefs of great men, from the appearance of 
nature, from the mere existence of religion, are all 
used, and, when these have failed, attacks on the personal 
character of those who held these opinions. All were 
tried, and all broke down, and yet believers use them 
to-day as though their solidity had never been ques
tioned. . . .  , ,

Rightly enough, Damis pointed out that the course
of nature is entirely different to what one would expect 
to find if the world were really governed by a benevo
lent intelligence. “ The rain falls upon the just and un
just alike” is a sentence often quoted to illustrate the 
impartiality of God ; but an impartiality which fails to 
discriminate between good and bad men, which rewards
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the kindly-meant action of the good citizen with the 
same consequences as the evil intentions of the pro
fessional cut-throat, is a way of administering affairs 
that wise men will neither admire nor seek to emulate. 
The ship of the universe, as Damis said, runs its course 
in a peculiar manner. The pilot is below, the steersman 
up aloft, honest men are huddled into corners, knaves 
and rogues sit in the chief places. All this is perfectly 
true, perfectly unanswerable, and in the face of this we 
can only conclude with Damis that either the gods do 
not exist, or they take no interest in human affairs.

Timocles was scandalised because Damis asked, if 
non-belief in the gods was a crime, why did they not 
interfere and demonstrate their existence ? Christians 
can see that that was a perfectly fair test when applied 
to the pagan gods ; it becomes blasphemous only when 
it is applied to their own Deity. Y et the query is, after 
all, an eminently reasonable one. If the gods really 
exist, the responsibility for non-belief must ultimately 
rest with them, and not with those who, after honest 
search, find no evidence for their existence. Non-belief 
in God is treated as a crime. W hy ? W ill my refusal 
to believe in God destroy him ? I believe it will ; but 
do Christians believe so too ? The hatred shown towards 
those who have no faith in the existence of God, and no 
respect for that fatherly benevolence which allows thou
sands to starve to death, and other thousands to live 
the victims of gross injustice, seems to me to point to 
the existence of an uneasy suspicion that, after all, the 
Freethinker may be right, and that his opinions may 
prevail unless they are forcibly suppressed. And, there
fore, as neither scientist nor philosopher can offer any 
dependable proof of God’s existence— sometimes prove 
even the reverse ; and as God himself— if he exists—  
remains perfectly indifferent, makes no sign either to 
prove his existence or protect his institutions, all that 
remains is to make the position of the unbeliever as un
comfortable as possible, so that the ease-loving majority 
may be always found upon the religious side.

It matters not, said Hermes, that many people believe 
with the Atheist Damis, since a far greater number 
believe with the Theist Timocles— “ the whole mass 
of ignorant Greeks, and the barbarians everywhere.” 
Modern Christians seem to be of the same mind. Let 
us not address anything in public to these sceptics, they 
practically say ; a few may believe them, but the whole 
mass of ignorant and indolent are upon our side ; and, 
although some may be of the opinion of Zeus that one 
Damis is worth a thousand like Timocles, still numbers 
have their influence, and that, after all, is some comfort. 
Yet one would imagine that it would be worth more 
to Christianity to claim one Charles Darwin or Herbert 
Spencer than to claim ten thousand ignorant believers, 
and others who are paid substantial retaining fees to plead 
the cause of a creed that is doomed to disappear before 
advancing knowledge.

It is really wonderful how little religious controversy 
changes from age to age. When all other arguments 
have been tried and failed, Timocles resorts to attacks 
on the character of his opponent. Are we not all well 
acquainted with this theological method of conducting 
a discussion ? How were Voltaire, Paine, Bradlaugh, 
and all other Freethinkers answered, but by a similar 
method ? Such tactics always betray weakness. 
Personalities never rise until legitimate arguments 
break down. Thoughtful men see that the truth of a 
proposition is quite apart from the character of the one 
who uses it, and that such defences only bring recruits 
of a kind that in the long run do far more harm than 
good.

Yet no tactics such as these, nor even of any other 
kind that may be resorted to, can ever preserve Chris
tianity from that gradual decay which is the fate of all 
religions and of all institutions. Institutions, be they 
religious or non-religious, are only formed to meet the 
requirements of a particular period in human history, 
and, unless we are to remain in a stationary condition, 
there arrives a time when these institutions, instead of 
being helpful, become injurious. The more thoughtful 
are beginning to realise this much. There is a growing 
recognition, even among believers, that the weapons 
which Timocles wielded, and which religious men have 
used for so long, are losing their pow er; that the 
objects of human solicitude are gradually changing from 
God to man, and from heaven to earth. In church and

out of church there is a growing recognition of the fa
that human interests are chiefly concerned with
universe as it is, and not with unproveable be|ie, 
about its origin and final destination. The work* 
no matter who created i t ; it is well within human P°”j 
to make it either better or worse by thought, by spee  ̂
by deed ; and man’s real concern is, after all, with 
facts of life, and not with the apologetic present!11 
of savage survivals.

C. COHEN'

The Narratives in Genesis.
* • {Ilf!

T he stories related of the ancient patriarchs 1,1 
book of Genesis are full o f improbabilities and c0’ 
dictions, which plainly indicate their fabulous naneir laDuiuus —
The correctness of this inference is confirmed by j 
fact that the Bible account of the land of Canaan A 
its inhabitants in the days of these patriarchs 
found to be in direct conflict with what we k"

actual &from more trustworthy sources was the 
dition of that country at the time referred to. ,£i 
these we add the additional fact, now firmly estah ^  
by Biblical criticism, that the book of Genesis is a P' . 
work made up of documents composed at three d' 
periods'— the earliest being several centuries an 
time of the supposed Moses— and is Mosaic in 110 
sense, the fictitious character of the narratives >s P‘ 
beyond doubt. .

Looking at the Bible stories in the light of the cl̂
refere'stances mentioned, we find not only plain 1 «=»•-• — 

later events, but also clear indications of fraud* ^  
in many cases, take the form of “ prophecies 1,1 pit 

the L ord” or one of the Biblical characters g 
sented as predicting some future event. That tup- p 
called predictions were the writers’ own invert^
proved by the fact that when the inspired penmen

the safe ground of foretelling only what had ocO>:f r
fa

or was believed to have occurred, up to their o " n.
• insp'.^y

does not enable them to penetrate futurity. ¡*
he seen clearer in the book of Daniel than,
any other of the inspired books, though the sa> 'cations of fraud are discernible in all the sacred"- >

the b°‘The following are examples selected from 
Genesis :—

1. In Genesis xxxvi 
kings that reigned in 
reigned any king over the children

nfQ ,
31 we read : “ And these <* (̂ p 
the land of Edom, beffa1- ^

o f Israel*"-IS1"-“  «•“ ** ~ *- — cO^i’l
follows a list of eight kings who reigned in that
The writer of the paragraph lived, of course, 11 ^  1 
than the reign of the first Hebrew king, Saul. jsr:iy. 
expression “ before there reigned any king ° ve*iCce?>' 
implies that more than one king, if not a longs  ̂
of kings, had reigned when the paragraph " ’‘Is 
This was pointed out long ago by Thomas I 
clear common-sense view is now proved to he ¡¿( 
the highest Biblical critics ; for the whole ¡̂i' 
which this passage occurs was composed by ‘ 
writer who lived after the exile (about 444 V,C' ?

xii. 2 the lehovistic w r ite r 1
J I will

it?

fa

2. In Genesis
‘ the L ord” as saying .¡s

thee a great nation.” Israel wax a nation in 1
to Abraham (V'1

I1'
days (viz., about85o n.c.); the passage, therefo ^  J‘ . 
proves that one of the legendary ancestors 0.,egê !'f 
was said at that time to be Abraham. The a j y d  
diction having been written after the event .
genuineness need not be discussed. ( f

3. The same inspired writer represents ‘ 1,1 ^¡ky 
predicting of Ishm ael: “ And he shall be us v V ’S i 
among men ; his hand shall be against cvC 1̂ ltip'ri'1
every man’s hand against him.......I will 111 afld ^
exceedingly ; twelve princes shall lie beget 1 * ,■
make him a great nation ” (Genesis xvi. 12 * ' niif’I1' 1*

- a u t.V
&

In the writer’s days the Ishmaelites were 
and a lawless people; hence, the prediction . t̂i1̂ ] 
mouth of “ the Lord ” merely shows that :1 
they were believed to be of the same race as t v J 

’ ' - Abralfa fa-and to have been also descended from
4. The same jehovistic writer represents ^

as making the following promises to Abr 
ing the land of Canaan 'll 1 V '  I

“  - «. to ifaland.......For all the land which thou seest* ..„ed
“ Unto thy seed t̂ /  

s<>ei
give it, and to thy seed fo r ever.......Unto thy
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kiven tliis land, from the river’ o f Egypt, unto the great
ri,i'r, the river Euphrates.......I will give unto thee, and

thy seed after thee, the land of thy sojournings, 
the land c " “

'®“®sis xii. 7 ; xiii. 15; xv. 18; etc.), 
his fraudulent writer knew that the Israelites lived 
*® land of Canaan ; 

e believed that his cc

----«j j  1 \sn v r e vis r uj JJjgjrjJ!,) itfi-i-Lr oro t> r̂t>iCL.
\f!er' ^e river Euphrates.......1 will give unto thee, and
‘° thy seed aft
in .the land of Canaan, fo r  an everlasting possession" 

7
in 11, “, ‘ — and
He U r d °1 Canaan ; but there his knowledge ended. 
pos. Sieved that his countrymen would always retain 
bee ei’slou °f that land, and would at some future time 
beti1116 efficiently powerful to annex all the territory 
"ere'T' *̂ 'U Nile alRl fllc Euphrates. Both expectations 
Pos.s Uoomed to disappointment. The Israelites never 
front even so 111 uob as the whole of Canaan, and, 
the nv ■ .Portion which they occupied after the Exile, 
i„ thedJority ° f  that people were dispossessed by Titus 
in \ year 70, and the last remnant expelled by Hadrian 
itjo- * ’ 135» since which time their prom ised“ everlast- 
The ' SSe.SS'oa ”  has been in the hands of strangers, 
hie r '.'sPlrcd writer’s foreknowledge did not extend to 
niaj p 11 °f Pitus or Hadrian ; lie has, consequently, 

- Rlls Lord prophesy falsely. 
sta„ '.e ,fkah, we are told, under certain delicate circum- 
hord”8-’ 'vent to inquire of the Lord.” I11 reply, “ the 
th ls “ “ thii  Wombrepresented as saying: “ Two nations are in

oth
¡S e s i, 
he Eu,

and the one people shall be stronger than 
er > and the elder shall serve the younger ” 
s xxv. 23). The nations liere indicated were

b e e n * aiKi the Israelites, which are said to have 
Vfere we^ en<fed from Esau and Jacob. Both nations 

'Viii known to the Jehovistic writer.
Esay -1' ’ f'lc patriarch Isaac, when blessing his son 
and t|,'j nia(fe to say : “ By thy sword shall thou live, 
Pass \v|U Saa^ scrve thy brother ; and it shall come to 
bis y0i len thou shalt break loose, that thou shalt shake 
the ¡lls c. from off thy neck ” (Genesis xxvii. 40 
°tic r.,̂ lretf writer fraudulently represents “ the Lord ” in

e g ^ e’ .and Isaac in the second, as predicting that 
certa- nilies shoitld become subject to the Israelites for 

"” e, after which they should rebel and becomeMin =»1 tin,

Tl a free nation.
revolt i^'^ffation of this people by David and their 
Eirig-̂  ;..fh e  reign of Jehoram (2 Samuel viii. 14; 2 
s°irie bjiip' 2°) were well known to the writer, who lived 

6, tj, a ventury after the later of these two events. 
k nassM H^Prfarch Jacob, when blessing Joseph’s sons,
• Ut,; ' ;illL* Ephraim, is represented as predicting 

b'be.s 0̂- sJ'onld take the place of Joseph among the 
îÿhrain, ael» and also that the descendants of 
“°se ’ the younger, should be more powerful than 

the elder. The writer— who is^UaiK0/ Rlai>asseh 
'-fur- ter] 
t'Vo

rther r'lle  ̂ " ff*e Elohist,” and wrote about 750 b. c.
|'V° tribes 1f|f)rcscuts the dying Jacob as saying of the 
^ ve giVen lat took the place of Joseph : “ Moreover, I 

n . ,ee one portion above thy brethren, which
Vl|h iiiy c f  the hand o f the Amorite with my sword and 

ffere (9enesls xlviii. 22).
i Elohistic writer fraudulentlyiputs predictions 

the n"'" ‘•natters well known in his days into the mouth 
m „ hical Jacob. He knew that the tribes of

'■“c n, 1.‘7 l,'c ls wen
N V ,,,, ythlcal Jacob....................................................:
l) auCes|.anH Manasseh claimed to be descended ti\v "'lcest0 " i,ial|assen ciaimeu io De uescencieu rrom 

tr9 u str0l)r(rnanie<-f Joseph, and that the men of Ephraim 
iy 11 of J ^ er and more numerous than those of the 
1,̂  land o anasseh. He also knew that a portion of 
bpr" tukenn,.th2 east ° f  Jordan, which was said to have 
\t re th,, , roin the Amorite kings, Sihon and Og, just
trih a.Sseh -raeI!t“  entered Canaan, had been given to 
fk e iti pA In. addition to the portion allotted to that 

k ‘ eyif'ne proper. This was the “ portion above 
to which reference is made. But the con-<est

thr ’ 'vas -, 1 • fvrritory, assuming such to have been a
X,® S\Vn aclllevo,l l„ . a .  r___................“ „rikli

‘ et

•i|1C|VeC*.by ff,e Israelites under Moses “ with 
>er$ x(,jU with the b ow ” (Deuteronomy iii. 13; 
f'<ive 1-' 2 l’ efc- > Joshua xvii. 5, etc.). Jacob 

Until t,,.n°,'Vn nothing of it, for it did not takeac,;c0ii-
s?y

U ttyo 1 uwiuujb -—  ----  -----■s re lundred years, or more, after his time. 2 S ? f „ ten“  as speaking of the event as an at tl,:.. Uct- Christian apologists will, of course,t i  V  „
J;ic9 have "t, Patr*arch was u

's hi’Sf10'Vever> fifst to prove that the Biblical 
•7 Utirac, orical) and next that he was possessed ot 
\ Iti - ai°u« -------

polog
gifted with prescience.

Ge'^ u.s Power.
,Wail&f his sonl*8 X' 'x- we have an account of Jacob 
he 4 hoff) c,. around his bed to tell them what should 

ys °f the 12 *atter days ”— that is, of course, “ in 
Enter,” for it is needless to say that no

foreknowledge is evinced of the later history of the 
Israelites. Amongst the utterances put in the mouth 
of this imaginary patriarch are the following : “ J udah,
thee shall thy brethren praise.......thy father’s sons shall
bow down before thee.......the sceptre shall not depart
from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet,
until Shiloh come.......Zebulun shall dwell at the haven
of the sea,” etc. (verses 8, 10, 13).

These two passages tell us only what was known to 
the writer— viz., that David, Solomon, and the kings 
who succeeded them were of the tribe of Judah, and 
that the province occupied by Zebulun had an outlet on 
the sea. The words, “ until Shiloh come,” are corrupt, 
and need not be discussed. The whole chapter is a fair 
sample of pretended prophecy. Jacob knows only what 
the writer knows ; neither the one nor the other displays 
the smallest knowledge of what should befall the Jews 
“ in the latter days.” The question of the foreknow
ledge attributed to this patriarch is thus set at rest.

8. Noah, we are told, upon one occasion got very 
drunk, and lay uncovered in his tent. In this beastly 
condition he was seen by his son Ham, who, by some 
unlucky chance, entered the tent. Upon awakening, 
and being informed of the incident, the somewhat 
sobered patriarch was furiously incensed, and pro
nounced a curse of perpetual slavery upon Ham’s son 
Canaan, and upon Canaan’s descendants throughout all 
generations.

In the days of the writer many of the descendants of 
the original Canaanites had become tributary to the 
Israelites ; hence, to account for this fact, the sacred 
scribe piously concocted the story of the curse, which 
he put in the mouth of a legendary ancestor, Noah. 
But he has done more than this : he has represented 
the mythical characters of his story as good or bad, 
according as they acted in conformity with, or in oppo
sition to, the Mosaic laws which were known in his 
time. Noah was a righteous man, his drunkenness 
notwithstanding; for intoxication was not expressly 
forbidden in the laws of Moses. Ham was a bad man, 
for he transgressed the command afterwards given in 
Leviticus xviii. 7. That he did so unwittingly did not 
alter the fact. Canaan was cursed, not because he had 
anything to do with his grandfather’s drunkenness and 
indecent exposure of himself, but because the Lord’s 
decree, given later on to the Israelites, declared : “ I the 
Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of 
the fathers upon the children,” etc. (Deuteronomy v. 9 ; 
Exodus xx. 5). This was the Lord’s favorite method of 
inflicting punishment, as is seen in the cases of David, 
Solomon, Pharaoh, and others. If Noah knew nothing 
of these matters, the writer of the story did, and that 
accounts for Canaan being cursed instead of Ham. 
There is, in fact, no other way of accounting for it.

But one point remains to be noticed. The inspired 
writer makes his own people to be descended from 
Shem, and the wicked Canaanites from Ham. He did 
not know that the Israelites and Canaanites were of the 
same race, and that, if the former were Shemites or 
Semites, so also were the latter. In this fact we have 
a conclusive proof that the story of Noah cursing a 
descendant of Ham is a Jewish fabrication.

A bracad abr a .
( To be continued.)

Design.

If nature shows design,
It shows it bad and good,

U nless we all resign 
The scientific mood.

The daisy on the lea,
The spider and the fly,

The wreck upon the sea,
The beggar’s sightless eye.

The Heron’s lanky legs,
The fish on which it preys,

The forty million eggs 
A single tapeworn iays.

The useful working man,
The builder, doctor, sweep, 

The useless priestly clan,
And noxious things that creep.

A
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The thoughtful man who gets 
His knowledge link by link ;

Jehovah’s pious pets
Who ne’er require to think.

The scientist who comes
With reasoned knowledge fraught;

The Lord’s enlightened chums 
Who teach before they’re taught.

The godless men who teach 
The truth that nearly dies ;

The godly men who preach 
Robust religious lies.

The pulpit’s dupes in pews,
The infant mind’s infectors,

The circumcising Jews,
And other vivisectors.

The rose’s lovely bud,
The tyrant’s bloody hand,

The earthquake and the Hood,
The desolated land.

The wheat upon the plain,
The water in the well,

The drought, with famine’s pain, 
Diseases, death, and—hell !

G. L. Mackenzie.

Acid Drops.

“ Nunquam,” in the Clarion, quotes our paragraph stating 
that we had looked in vain for “ a good notice of the death of 
Ingersoll ” in its columns. He says that the paragraph had 
been chasing him from town to town for nearly a fortnight, 
and that it was the first intimation he received of the Colonel’s 
death. Well, well ! Who would have thought it ? We do 
not believe that “ Nunquam” would tell anything but the 
truth ; but, in that case, what a sequestered life he must lead ! 
Not only far from the madding crowd, but far from daily news.

“ I’m afraid,” the Clarion editor says, “ there is not a man 
amongst us who knows enough about Ingersoll to write an 
obituary.” But surely, friend “ Nunquam,” you know some
thing of Ingersoll’s published discourses. We fancy we 
remember your references to him in your old Sunday 
Chronicle days. But, however that may be, it would seem 
decidedly odd if you were ignorant of the beautiful speech of 
one so famous as Ingersoll, and one who agreed with you in 
so many things, though not in the doctrine of State Social
ism.

“ Nunquam ” speaks in his humorous way of maintaining 
“ friendly relations with the Freethinker." Well, we beg 
to assure him that our feelings towards him are those of the 
utmost friendliness. We have often read him, especially in 
past years, with much pleasure. He has held up a high ideal 
to the working classes, who are too often appealed to only 
through the stomach, as though they had merely the rudi
ments—or barely that—of conscience and intelligence. He 
has made a brave, disinterested fight for the truth as he sees 
it. And for all this we honor him. Indeed, it was because of 
this that we wondered at his silence over the death of Ingersoll. 
We could understand the silence of many other journals, but 
the silence of the Clarion puzzled us—and pained us too.

Still another“ infidcl” is being referred to in our newspap^ 
—Joseph Benoist, of Kansas, who died leaving a fortune 
150,000 dollars, all but 4,000 dollars of which he has l ,\ v. 
charitable institutions, including Catholic, Protestant,aI, ,-fv " 
ish. He seems to have held out, however, in his “ infidel' )■  
“ Don’t bury my body,” he ordered, “ in a church cen,e}eJr 
Don’t let any minister hold services at my grave, or preacn . 
funeral sermon.”

The Sunday Companion reports a sermon on “ The l  
of a Fool ” by the Rev. J. H. Jowctt, who speaks with an 
of authority. To borrow the phrase of a famous French } V 
he seems full of his subject. His text was the PsaW1 . 
elegant exclamation, that “ The fool hath said in his j 
there is no God ”— which invites the retort that there 
frightful number of fools who say there is a God.

Mr. Jowett came to the pith of his sermon when he decl^j 
that “ sin makes for unbelief.” This is a very old ^
the pulpit. Nearly every preacher assumes that whoever 
not believe as he does must be a scoundrel. Mr. J° ^ 
portrait, at the top of his sermon, reveals great c0,, ,t,er£ 

...................................  ' all i“ ^ness and conceit. And, as the Yankees say, that’s
is m it. 
time.

Further notice of his sermon would be a waste

Daily ̂Directly after Ingersoll’s death the London _ . &
printed^, story of how he was “ silenced ” some twenty 

The story came from “ a correspondago at Toronto. dent 
pious

an anonymous one, of course—and it was simply il..rs0o« 
invention. We said at the time that this story ut an) 
be reproduced on the authority of the Mail, with.0 ^  
reference to the anonymous correspondent. And ^ 
not mistaken. It is reproduced in precisely that waV. /¿/j 
August number of the Highbury H ill Baptist Church i pj! 
Messenger, conducted by the Rev. William Stevenson- f 3 
scrupulous veracity, or even decent accuracy, was 
Christian virtue.

Household Words for January 30, 1892, contain®,  ̂
Ingersoll story. When the great orator visited •St- 
Cathedral, the guide showed him the tomb of Wei tlP1 
and told him that the marble weighed forty-two 
there was a steel receptacle inside that weighed thirte .̂ ¡Jj 
inside that again a leaden casket weighing two ton o' 
of which was the mahogany coffin, holding “ the D 
the great ’ero.” “ Well,” said the Colonel, after tin  ̂jjjjti 
while, “ I guess you’ve got him. If he ever gets out 
cable me at my expense.” ___ ^

Incense is used in no less than 289 gospel-si10!1 
Church of England, and the number is increasing- 
tianity in this country threatens to end in smoke.

A Christian weekly observes that “ unbelievers arĉ  ^
not entitled to derive much encouragement from the- this se n te n tio u s^
it proceeds to cite returns showing the number of Ç°P cgcie\ 

...................... J Foreign Bible » /
The real point, however, is, How many of these . 
read ? The Bible Society, of course, will go on 
circulating any imaginable quantity that may be c ^  
the subscriptions and bequests of pious people Wh 
nothing better to do with their money._____

Discoursing on Sunday excursion traffic, the ii’L
Herald alludes to the inconveniences encountered p- jj

Some of the English papers are circulating an American 
story about an “ infidel ” millionaire called Waggoner, of 
Toledo, who has become converted to Christianity, and now 
declares that Ingcrsoll is burning in hell ; and who has also 
made a bonfire of his “ infidel library, costing thousands of 
dollars.” Well, we see there is a reference to this gentleman 
in our esteemed contemporary, the New York Truthseeker; and 
it appears that Mr. Waggoner’s “ conversion” took place, and 
was referred to in the Truthseeker, quite eight months ago. 
The loss of his wife or financial embarrassment is said to have 
affected his mind. “ From what we know of him,” our con
temporary says, “ nothing he might do would afford occasion 
for surprise. As for the library costing thousands of dollars, 
it is undoubtedly a myth. It may be worth ten dollars, and it 
is contrary to our opinion that Mr. Waggoner would burn it if 
he could get half that sum by selling the books.”

Another story passing current in the English papers is that 
the son and daughter of the late Mr. Henry M. Taber, to each 
of whom he left a million dollars, are trying to suppress his 
book entitled Faith and Fact, to which Ingersoll wrote an 
introduction. This may be true for all we know. If it is true, 
it only shows what curious notions some people have of filial 
gratitude. To take your father’s money and try to kill his 
book is an odd form of virtue. Mr. Taber was not responsible 
to his children for the exercise of his intelligence, and his right 
to be heard even after his death does not seem questionable. If 
he made a mistake in publishing Faith and Fact, he perhaps 
made a greater mistake in leaving his son and daughter two 
million dollars.

who went to the seaside by trips on the Sunday 
Holiday, and failed to find quarters at any price. « Ae&'l 1: 
adds and it is a beautiful Christian sentiment tha 
to be placed on record—“ But the discomfort thus1 n-
notlnng in comparison with the agony await»«1»
repentant Sabbath-breakers in Tophet.”

• • r. ? »1 «Is Providence setting its face against Popery • (¡
Q)<u0 Ml'T1,C>

y

tl’di?

Christi nunnery in Segovia, so well known to to efl 
dates back to the time of the Moors, has, .0 ¿e^‘] 
destroyed by fire. One of the nuns was burned

----- • to get“MA Sunday-school superintendent was trym£ j. “  th® V** 
to tell him what weapon Samson used in km1 " ifi5 tl;1 
tines. Thinking to aid them, he laid his hand asS- 
and said : “ What is this ?” “ The jaw-bone ot a
cried. ___

I upf0V ! i lLast summer the South London M ail stoou C-
eousness.” And sat down— severely kicked. - li *
Freethought movement in Peckham and

skgreat virulence and a lavish display of ign°r , v -, rr . ■ . 1 - Runda?of its efforts was to bring about, one fine 8°!? ‘n KP|,c 
splendid Freethought demonstration on Ee - IupsS i1!! J
then it has subsided into a state of helpless, allllT „nd0’1
But for an amusing little editorial note in 
we should have forgotten its existence.

less 
the

ß

à

The Argus says : “ In its issue of the 
London M ail prints a column and a-half 0
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merits is ’ in leaded leader type, rather more than halt of which 

veyed from the pages of the London Argus without 
“.'"'"owledgment. With polite irony these stolen goods are 
S1gned ‘ Fair Play.’ ” ___

firm of widely-advertising soap-makers have received a 
curious offer. The ciders of a Presbyterian church intimate 

eir willingness to put up in the interior of their conventicle 
nn°uncements of the superior merits of the firm’s soap—of 
°urse, for payment. The church is in debt, and the elders 

tr'n fought of this novel method of adding to its income.
the famous picture of “ Bubbles” might not be out of 

Place m a temple devoted to the childish exploiting of many 
'c? °gical theories and aspirations of an equally insubstantial 

easily exploded kind.

Bi0oj  1 double recommendation of Pears’ Soap and the 
gettin ii esuS| ^'c congregation should be in a fair way of 
Viortĥ  washed as white as snow.” The Gospel of Soap is 
from tPrcu.t:h'ng even nowadays, far as we have advanced 
thems 1 tlme an<J spirit of those early saints who prided 
tion uPotl their dirty linen and abstinence from ablu-
natnro r ’ S0lne care wifi have to be exercised as to the 
t°° m | ‘he soap-announcements displayed. It would be 
of t], p,1, even if in debt, to be confronted with pictures, say 
hours „f ,.°?f<ey Brand ” type, through all the long mortal 

ot divine service.
Ge

hanr??6 S!mnis, a journalist, of 18 Frederick-street, St.,1 '■ '»as Wnc i'U____ 1 „a. ii. . r*\_1.......... 11 tv, i* . ___ 4. *1,ilaiUjag.-' Was charged at the Clerkenwell Police-court with 
street-n*1̂ * a !amP valued at twelve shillings, belonging to a 
accidefce?cb‘n£ Party. Defendant said the damage was 
>0.30 a • The evangelisers kicked up a row from 8.30 to 
With tl Prevented him from sleeping. He had remonstrated 

on this occasion he went out to give 
ârmon 1Gr ôse> and ’n the darkness he fell against the 

the man-*11!11 ani  ̂ oclccd over the lamp. Mr. Horace Smith, 
The, 4 ‘sirate, said that he sympathised with the defendant. 
Po^r to'' aS 'nconlP̂ ete) and police magistrates ought to have 
'n£such 'ls.ue an injunction “ restraining people from pursu- 
g'°od, hU| ° | C,’‘ol]a'-,'e practices.” Their intentions might be 
lNace and th6y 110 benefit mankind by disturbing the 

rest of respectable citizens.
i'h ——

r-ase 0fXJ00lwich Herald, a Tory paper, commenting on the 
^icuiou'6, ast *ot Peculiar People sent to gaol on the 
we passa enarge of fatally “ neglecting ” their children, quotes 

111 James on which these sincere Christians rely,I'n- . ^  thaf “ tc 4.1. « 1  1 . . 1 ¥■» i* .
hie°Ple 1 thatb r.‘“‘L If these words do not mean what the Peculiar 

,1 leve them to mean, then all we can say is that weV̂e
'Vrorw° cn.°wledge of the English language. 
Peonlp0 r , ^ ewTestament is wrong, andii .
>ns of f.ru being sent to gaol for accepting literally the teach- 
Wg u tae New Testament.” This is precisely the view which 
glad to exPressed ; and, as it is the only honest view, we arc 

see it adopted by at least one other journal.Til ' -----
^m ixV^m an who was found dcatl in a bathing establish- the . . c Nom...

Either the law is 
in either case these

n‘l Northampton, twenty-two hours after 1 waS
n°tlim V- Joseph Walker, a Baptist m f  fhe fatal!ty being 
C " $ .  mysterious about it, the cause of the tatamy  ̂ , 
lect,,- ls?ase. •" ■’I ctUrer> j, But if the case had been that of a Secular 

\ Va c.Vould probably have been used as a “ warning” 
a searching sermon.c*tli

thi

■l êv. a '
,3s aveio,1;0'  ̂ JJ. Taylor, of Churchstanton Rectory, Devon, 

"ho Sent dog. According to the reverend gentle-

Seif

Miseri- ■ m

<lle ..ho ‘̂Tulgent dog. According to the reverend gentle 
iai. ','.’0rd « j es 1° the Daily News, the wise animal knows 
- ■ s ln a disf-UrC*1' ” Directly he hears it, he puts back his 

Wig. 0ntented way, goes to his basket, and curls him- 
hitn a res’gned sigh. The sound of a church bell 
inatiQ1*Serable. We wish human beings were half as5efe,

'lminaiin^erable-

,.'akablc nWas made in these columns last week 
id ,i'ng a w . erPrise of the Christian Budget. That j

<. to the 
journal

Pinbriab'*c fi‘om the advertisements of Mother Siegel 
at>ei

eil]
t'C'lbor 'o T l ^ Wders for Pale People— is now publishing a 

J^e-ali stimonials from celebrated people of to-day to

Ĉ(-Orrfr>es to 'n ser‘es. Amongst these curiously-selected 
rePL l ^brist;Q„^ riuth ” is Lord Wolseley, who is pleased to

egin -acacy of the Christian religion.' Four m’htarj? 
5ses t 6

,pl? bvCk-'Stian‘ty the honor of his approval. He Joes no*;
in 1... . ■ • - - • to an aiae-ae-

of its oppor-

°y hi 
S t  Tl
thelties

lie band, but delegates the duty 
Vrc'Qr.[l.'î ef  so as to make the mostA'C'Present?Y BO as to malte ine musi ui us u|>piyi- 

..,-m ti;ri-C.>s s ’Is readers with a full-length facsimile of 
k ]i e enterDr;.avV -. After this, the Commander-in-Chief 

leavcnlv Pns>lnir ------- - - ’ ”  --------  — of
The

nly Cou” br J°ur‘ialist should be persona grata at

‘.«girded arke?  Testament—*•<?•> g”ctarian Passali The' idea as the best or specialty • :nd\C*'aB°n*
t>unueriS-t0 havo aroused s°n)cr/lHnh Gasê '„W , I® impertinence, says the  ̂ ....... ..

or r—  -
ation »ays me m , besides

°r repudiation of the Evangelical dogma
„ , ’ The t ........... ■011 Um MountThe C. G. is indignant at the fact 

is left unmarked. But why?

Is jt not practically a dead letter? As Christians pay no heed 
to it in their lives, where is the use of wasting underlines 
upon it, except to bring into glaring prominence the incon
sistency of alleged believers? A New Testament marked 
from a Freethought point of view might be an eye-opener 
to many of the faithful, but such a lot of rubbish would have to 
be printed that the experiment is hardly worth trying.

The Rev. W. H. Hay-Aitkin affirms, we are told, that the 
collects seem to be designed to give the Almighty a lesson in 
dogmatic theology. It may well be asked whether all prayer 
does not partake of the nature of unnecessary information— 
telling the Almighty what he already knows, and asking him 
for what he is well aware we desire, and has long ago made 
up his mind whether he will grant or not. Of course, he may 
like to be appealed to and coaxed. Is that the idea of prayer?

We know now why the Ritualistic clergy are beginning on 
reflection to fight shy of disestablishment. A Church paper 
has let the cat out of the bag. “ Disestablishment would 
reduce Ritualism to the proportions of the Plymouth Brethren, 
and, practically, its adherents would be merged in Rome. 
Now many of the Ritualists are married men and could not 
be re-ordained by the Roman rite, so they would find them
selves out in the cold.”

Are there many roads to heaven, or only one ? In the words 
of the Church Review: “ Is there more than one revealed 
religion ? There may be many ‘ religions ’ so-called, but is it 
possible for one God to reveal to mankind more than one set 
of truths about himself, or more than one way of gaining 
access to himself?” We should think not; but then, in the 
name of God, how are we to find out which is the “ one way ” 
when so many are pointed out to bewildered humanity ?

A New York telegram to the London Evening News says 
that Mrs. Sarah S. Appelby, wife of a Methodist clergyman, 
threatens to apply for a warrant against the Rev. F. K. 
Sandford, whose building of the Temple of Truth in Maine, 
and founding of a new sect, one of whose tenets was to be a 
belief in the Anglo-American alliance, caused such a sensa
tion a few days ago. Mrs. Appelby declares that while at 
the Temple of Truth she was brutally beaten by male 
attendants on the order of Sandford, who declared that she 
was possessed of a devil. She also says that she was forced 
to undress herself in the presence of Sandford and two other 
ministers. The scandal will probably prevent Sandford sail
ing for England 011 Saturday, which he had arranged to do. 
—Liverpool Echo.

Thomas Reader and Jane Maria Skinner have appeared 
in the dock at Worship-street, London, charged witli stealing 
a quantity of household furniture, the goods of Frederick 
Skinner, the woman’s husband. According to tlib evidence, 
it was a case of elopement. The husband said of the male 
prisoner : “ He came into my place as a friend, as a Temper
ance worker, and a Sunday-school teacher.”

Thomas Doughty, wearing the Salvation Army uniform, 
appeared before the Walsall magistrates, and was fined forty 
shillings and costs, or fourteen days’ imprisonment, for 
behaving indecently at Aldridge, on August 17. Defendant 
said it wras accidental, but the Bench declared that he had 
behaved in a most disgraceful manner.

Butcher Hall Wesleyan Mission, Birkenhead, had a 
special attraction recently. It was a visit from Jonney 
Carroll, converted prize-fighter and drunkard, who has had 
“ a remarkable career,” having been fifty-eight times in 
prison in England, and many times in Ireland, Wales, and 
India, besides being five times reported as dead. We have 
not heard how many souls he succeeded in saving at Birken
head. Any number short of a thousand would only prove the 
toughness of the local sinners.

The great Talmage preached 011 Jephthah, and the Cincin
nati Inquirer reported his discourse verbatim the next day, 
with the following up-to-date headlines, which show how 
entertaining the Bible would prove in the hands of an 
American newspaper man :—

J E P H T H A H ,
T he O ld F reebooter.

At an Early Age He was Forced to Rough It.
HE H ELD UP T H E  END OF HIS STR IN G  IN G R E A T  

SHAPE,
A nd Soon Sewed Up the G ames ok T wenty C ities.

On His Return From Victory He Kept a Promise.
He Must Sacrifice the First Person Seen in His Door.

HE LO O KS!!
H O LY H ORRORS !

IT IS HIS FAIR D A U G H TE R !!
But Jephthah was a Man of His Word,

A nd the Beautiful Y oung G irl was S lain.

¡junday theatres are popular in Omaha, Nebraska. Mr.
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Ensor, the Mayor, who has been trying to close them, is 
called upon to resign by the City Council, on which he has 
only one supporter.

Sir R. B. Llewellyn, Administrator of Gambia, in lhs 
annual report states that the Protectorate is flourishing. 
Christianity is not making any advance, but Mohammedan
ism is going forward rapidly, and carries with it temperance 
and decency. It is favored by the women, who don’t care to 
marry drinking men.

The Young Alan for September prints a Chat with the Rev. 
J. W. Horsley, ex-chaplain of old Clerkenwell Prison. Mr. 
Horsley says that the prison system has almost entirely failed. 
One reason of this, in his opinion, is that too much is thought 
of the governor and the doctor, and too little of the chaplain, 
who has been “ tolerated as a concession to popular sentiment.” 
But would it not be still worse if the chaplains were made the 
virtual bosses of our penal establishments? These gentlemen 
scarcely do more than manufacture hypocrites and time-servers.

When the editor of the Freethinker was in Holloway Gaol 
for “  blasphemy ” he became acquainted with the following 
case. An unfortunate prisoner, sinned against as much as 
sinning, applied for the post of assistant to the Librarian, who 
was also schoolmaster, church organist, and leader of the 
choir. This post was in the gift of the chaplain, and the 
applicant did not get it because he was a Dissenter. The man 
of God said he must find a good Churchman, and he did find 
him—an old hand doing a fresh term of seven years for 
burglary.

Mr. Horsley tells of a man, under sentence of death, who 
said to him : “ I should like to be converted, if you can make 
it convenient, someday. I don’t know what it is, but Pve 
heard there is such a thing.” Comment would only spoil 
this religious jewel.

The reply of a Jew to Mr. Horsley on one occasion was 
distinctly good. He was about to swear on an ordinary 
Bible, and the chaplain offered him another volume. “ Take 
this,” Mr. Horsley said; “ it is only the Old Testament.” “ It’s 
of no consequence,” the Jew answered; “ I only kiss my own 
side of the book.”

A Burslem correspondent of the Weekly Liverpool Courier 
declares that Paderewski is merely a performing spiritualistic 
medium. One or two demons get inside him and give the. 
entertainment, for which the supposed artist is paid so hand
somely. This may be true for all we know, and we sym
pathise with a correspondent of ours who sends us this item 
and adds on his own account: “ I am a pianist myself, and I 
should like that Burslem correspondent to compel one or two 
of those demons to dwell in me, for which I am willing to give 
him half the gate-money. Paderewski earns more pounds in 
one evening than I can get shillings in a month.”

Reviewing Brimstone Ballads by Mr. G. L. Mackenzie, the 
Sun says that the “ work has a kind of smartness, but we can 
find no pleasure in it.” This reminds us of a passage in As 
You Like It. When a certain gentleman says he does not 
like Rosalind’s name, Orlando answers: “ There was no 
thought of you when she was christened.” Mr. Mackenzie 
did not write for the Sun's pleasure. He wrote for his own.

Obituary.

1 draw  my breath in pain to tell the story of my faithful 
friend and fellow Freethinker, Edward Woodhall, aged forty- 
five, who died on August 16, after a long and painful illness. 
Deceased was for some years a member of the West Ham 
Branch of the N. S. S., and had dearly at heart the FreethouglU 
cause, to which lie drew many converts, myself among the 
number, by exposing the “ cunningly-devised fable” of Chris
tianity, and by his cheerful views of life. He bore with 
wonderlul fortitude the slow-destroying disease from which he 
suffered; for the principles which he upheld and defended in 
health sustained and cheered him alt through his sickness, 
and made his end a peaceful one. Freethought has lost in 
him a staunch upholder; his family, a good husband and 
father ; and 1 have lost a true friend, who led me out of the 
darkness of faith into the light of Freethought. It was a 
great disappointment to me that my own ill-health prevented 
me from being in London to see the remains of my friend 
placed in the bosom of mother earth.—J, K ersey (Margate).

Nor is truth arid or disconsolate, for it is in the very nature 
of true knowledge to restore more with one hand than what 
it seems to take away or destroy with the other.—Buchner.

S eptember "3, t%99‘ *

Special.

1 find that the new Company takes longer to start propeG 
than I expected ; but I have no doubt it will be through* aS 
the Americans say, in time for announcement in next " ee  ̂
Freethinker. It may be stated at once that the new venture" 
be [called “ The Freethought Publishing Company, Limits ' 
This name, without the “ Limited,” was the one that Clwre’ 
Bradlaugh traded under, but of course it is none th e"0 ,dead

:r the
for that. On the other hand, as Bradlaugh has been
for nearly nine years, there can be no harm in reviving
name now. „  ,,.c

G. W. Foote.

P.S.—The following are the promises of support alr°^ 
received, the figure after each name indicating the nun> 
of £  1 shares :—

Previously acknowledged :—
. Mr.

Mr. George Anderson, 500; A London Friend, 502 ’.eflJ, 
HoraceS. Seal, 200 ; Mr. Fr. Essemann, 100 ; A Scotchyf  ̂
50; Mr. S. Hartmann, 30 ; Messrs. John and James McGla 
20; Mr. Richard Johnson, 20; Mr. C. Girtanner, 20, [0; 
T. E. Green, 10 ; Mr. George Dixon, 10; Mr. C. Davis t j 
A Gateshead Friend, 10; Dr. T. R. Allinson, 10; hlr- 
Warren, 5 ; Mr. Joseph Barry, 5 ; Mr. Jas. Partridge, 5 > ;; 
A. L. Brame, 5 ; Mr. S. M. Peacock, 5 ; Mr. W. H. Sp>v̂ y), 
Mr. M. Christopher, 2; Shares to Mr. G. W. Foote f 
1,000 ; Mr. Sydney A. Gimson, 25 ; Mr. W. Hardakej, 2 ’ ,0; 
Joseph Guy, 15; Mr. B. L. Coleman, 10; Mr. L. Gj°01 g’ A*
Mr. William Bailey, 10; Mr. Peter Gorrie, 10; ’”J;' en, j' 
Strange, 10; Mr. G. Langridge, 10; Mr. R i c h a r d  G r .  j; 
Mr. A. B., 5; Mr. G. E. Lupton, 5; Mr. J. D. Legg. SJ. 
Mr. J. II., 5; Mr. T. Ollerenshaw, 3; Dragon, 2; ,.r fr 
M’. Vance, 2; Mr. L. Leggett, 2; Mr. R. Alger, 2, ¡Jr 
Freeman, 2; Mr. T. A. Spivey, 2; Mr. C. Shepherd, ’ 1,

^  j  j  I  1 1  .  .  m . .  ' I *  i  ^  1 1 — .  1 — :  . .  I  .......  2 :  h l f  , f
m :
Freeman, 2; Mr. 1 . t\. spivey, 2; Mr. u. a n e y i» ,-, efl < 
Harold Elliot, 1; Mr. A. G. Lye, 2; Mr. John Sum' A„ii 
Mr. John Roberts, 3; Mr. J. Maling, 5; Mrs. „  :eS,

”  ~ ................ 1, 5 ; Mr. Jesse O liver^ 1 c. |Button, 5 ; Mr. David Mitchell,
Mr. James Fulton, 10; Mr. H. A. Cumber, 5 ’ iUe G-̂ ' 
Brammer, 5 ; Mrs. Martha Dye, 5 ; Mr. G. II., 1 ; hlr. '. # '

H M ^̂1 ,* lit i 1 1 T XT n U f P. .1 I m I**i ; Mr. Martin Weatherburn, 5 ; Mr. James Neate, 3 > ¡Jr 
Neate, 2; Mr. George Taylor, 2; Mr. H. Poyser> fc, 
John Waller, 5; Mr. J. Bullock, 2 ; Mr. A. F. Jiu''.¡„iGj 
Dr. R. T. Nichols, 10; Mr. J. Keast, 1 ; Mr. R- 
Mr. J. G. Thompson, 2 ; Mr. Albert Smart, 5 ; Mr-lT1aHi ( 
Carroll, 10; Mr. J. M. Day, 1; Mr. W. N. Sweeu C \ 
Mrs. D. P. Sweetland, 2; Mr. T. H. Seymour, 10 ! -agii, v 
Hayes, 2 ; Mr. H. Barrati, 5; Mrs. Charlotte S* . Gl ,v, 
Mr. F. W. Donaldson, 5 ; Mr. R. Axelly, 2 ; Mr. . jlf.
1 ; Mr. J. F. Hampson, 5 ; Mr. II. Garthwaite» 1 •;
Garthwaite, 1 ; Mr. Ck E. Hall, 5 ; Mr. George wjfli •- 
Mr. IL B. Dodds, 2; Mr. T. Hill, 2; Mr. J. G\  ¡(jr. A'af,

2 , iu . i^ewib, 2 , lu i .  l^ aviu  w a i l ,  i ,
Luke Vickers, 2; Mr. J. Fish, 1; Mr. S. Holin'ej” V 
J. W. Griffiths, 1; Mr. J. T. Einbleton, 2; SeCf  \\cW%p 
Limited, 20; Mr. George Ennson, 5; Mr. J- V ru k !©
Mr. Jas. Baker, 1 ; Mr. J. M. Mclnnes, 2; Mr;.HUp Sl}> 
10; Mr. E. Wilson, 5; Mr. John Proctor, 10; ,2'
1 ; Mrs. Mensbier, 5; Mr. E. C. Cooke, 20; Mr* f.
2; Mr. J. Seddon, 1; Mr. Frederick Ryan, 4; Mr. V Gafj|i' 
3; Mr. William Barks, 2; Mr. Arthur Button, 5». ,, ’¿0,5; # 
1; Mr. C. Cohen, 2; Mr. C. Pegg, 5; Mrs. M; F ' - L g a , G  
A. E. Elderkin, 1 ; Mr. J. Jones, 5; Mr. T. E* '• , pr° ,! 
II. F. Sesemann, 20; Mr. B. Dudley, 2; Mr. JoseP gilib1' j)r 
Mr. J. C. Banks, 3; Mr. J. Oscar, 1 ; Mr. Robe«s00, H ''
Dr,
W

I .  J .  v m  u t i n i v o ,  ^  , m i .  J .  U 3 U I 1 ,  1 ,  i t a » .  -  .rrtlSOOt \ ’
r. E. B. Foote (New York), 5; Mr. J. Ferg yjrs* '. y1 
. J. K. Rider, 2; Mr. Thomas Johnson, ! toU< i ¡11, j 

Hutty, 3 ; Blackburn Branch, 2 ; Mr. James 'y .  p e & jf 
David Jones, 3; Mr. E. Jackson, 1 ; Mr. ' y  N1.,/'
Mr. R. Slack, 2 ; Mr. T. Perkins, 1 ; Mr. Wifl‘‘ '̂j|li;|l' liJi
2; Mr. HenryTrotman, 5; Mr. J. M., 1; Mr. G. ‘ j-t* #
2; Mr. G. Fryar, 2; Mr. F. S. Finden, 1; HÎ'.dy, .'‘’ ’ll,'
10; Mr. G. A. Lovett, 1. ; Mr. George b ,•. . .  -  . ,

f
M1;.

Thomas Whiteley, 3; Mr. William Hewson, ' ’ . ■ 
Price, 1; Mr. Francis Neale, 1; Mr. J. M- ’^jr. T  p, 
Garthwaite (2nd), 1; Mr. James McGhee, 3> ‘ 3; ,|i,'
1; Mr. W. McCulloch, 3; Mr. Edwin LV°^eS ^ %  
Williams, 2; Mr. J. G. Henderson, 2; Mr. Ja.' vViHii“Vwilliams, 2; mr. j . u. llenüerson, 2; mi - j-. y\’ìH“ 
Mr. C. Museali, 2; Mr. Andrew, 1 ; Bella an“
2; Mr. A. McLean, 2; Mr. M. S. Turner, 5 >  ̂
Society, 5.—Total, 3,170.

This week's acknowledgments ■  ̂ v

Mr. Charles Watts, 5 ; Mr. R. Fordcr, 5 ! '
2; Mr. W. Ilcaford, 2; Mr. A. S., 5 >
Mr. W. Mann, 2 ; Mrs. M. Mann, 2 ; Mr.
Self, 2; Mr. C. G. Quinton, 2. Total, 31*
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements. Sugar Plums.
September 3, Athenæum Hall, London : 7.30, “ Colonel Ingersoll : 

u '"ig and Dead."
.September 9, Stanley ; 10, South Shields; 17, Glasgow ; 24, 
Athenæum Hali.

ctober i, Athenæum Hall ; 15, Manchester.

To Correspondents.
Mr.

t nCHARLES Watts’s Lecturing E ngagements.— September 
r’0 ,evv ®rompton ; 10 and 17, Athenæum, 73 Tottenham Court- 
No ’ u*’ Birmin&ham. October 1, Sheffield; 29, Glasgow. 
—,\nm° er 12> Liverpool. December 10 and 17, Manchester, 
to 1 • commt,nications for Mr. Charles Watts should be sent 
— .lm at 24 Carminia-road, Balham, S.W. If eply is

a stamped and addressed envelope must be enclosed.£squired, _  _  _ _  .
¡1 . INUer— T hanks. See paragraph. 

theĈ UINNESS (Derby).— Mr. Ward had already written us on 
be nm,a|fer" We are quite sure that the Derby Branch will'not 

H i> Ut down by Christian rowdyism, 
take ^PARKES-— Glad to hear that the West Ham Branch will 
N R ‘n biture not to let its excursion clash with that of the 

§ P -S- Executive.
I) q Lman.— May use it in our next.
R. D— Vour previous letter must have miscarried.
Auti Thanks. We hope to use them. 

unt v Russell (Glasgow) asks us to give our word that it is 
in ..e> as a Christian friend informs him, that we were worsted 
cert;!SC,USsio" *’>' the well-known Mr. Harry Long. Well, we 
'vhetii ' debate with Mr. Harry Long in the City Halt, but 
Rue.st'ler SlBler of us was worsted, and which it was, is not a 
lous l0p  or ,ls to determine. Mr. Harry Long is less serupu- 
he «W r HUefeate,d everyone he ever discussed with, and some 
answe ' , lscussed with. If our correspondent wants a definite 

T, y 0 r’ le must apply to that gentleman, 
the [> Writes : “ Verily it must be a ‘ slow coach ’ in which 
about'f]V' ^ r' ^^ayer is travelling. The tale which he tells 
linker fC woman and the orange, and noticed by the Free- 
preach ° r August 27, I myself heard told by a Methodist local 
Of Couerr’ a'most word for word, as far back as the year 1863. 
Per$on rSn Ble ' Campania' is a recent interpolation, and the 
n°'v he ■ °  Rave B,e orange was then a ‘ noted infidel,’ but 

J. H. , ls merely an unknown Freethinker."
*ovita(i >l R) — We are too busy at present to accept your 

B°Nov\n '' However, the subject is one that will keep.
°f ,)Usin , 'SorrN b was overlooked in consequence of pressure 

, anien.L and a subsequent holiday. We will try to make
H.

Peasant j RD*— ^ our experience at Derby was far from 
'vas S e * ^ seems almost a pity that Harcourt’s connection 

4Ulatyou r î place. You need not assure us
•• Mu i'Vl s â,Kl your guns. We know you will.

’ to v>«ices ; ino reiisonaDie man
done I er ° te so 11111 cl1 space to our dead here 

rorn one* say we had a right to anticipate better things
?kle, and.S° as Mr. Elliot’s champion. Let us be reason-
•aVe mad evf n generous ; but in this case ‘ Nunquam ’ should

l4 uS s-

"-LER._See paragraph.
writes : “ No reasonable man ranted ‘ Nun- 

as Mr. Foote

alti:
v|

iinquam
eginning just to encourage the others. The rest

. -v,otai “Sugar Plums.” Pleased to hear that you
mougij le“ Hie Board-school for Mr. Foote's visit to Stanley,

S aihol¡c , ,0111 Pavions application was strongly opposed by a 
i' GrAiJa.. llember of the Board.

j banks for cuttings.J. P. > < ‘
th pi

. °f n!ÎÎU? là d v .M L  to„ h ave your letter. Our compliments to 1$  ̂^^bersid*> Vance will send you your N. S. S. ticket

j)Ve now q. n°f hear from Mr. Forder on the matter, but 
„ * b̂wArs ' eiec  ̂y°ur name for two shares. Thanks.
-CĈ ÎOn ? DS— Y

H,

Tli^p °u, but*' T.011 acletl with good sense and spirit on the
bn iIl0i ^ r* Waldron says is much worth

lear.s t0 |* ns uo had seem to have exuded, and the
th notice.

process 
deterioration in^fcRIlers. *1<lVe been accompanied by a sad

H i M —Croll.^’ Freidenker— Der Arme Teufel— Torch of
®aptist ivf011̂  ^Ethiciil World— Two Worlds— Highbury 

Ti ̂ n,Ully — Secular Thought— Blue Grass Blade—  
* e * i,> ii11» 1*— Liberator— De Vrije Gedachte—Sydney 

 ̂ • ator-N ew  York
iy Companion

28 vtKS kr th öp ~ 'JXIürd Ti ‘ ”
0,1ecutiB„ Hilor of the Freethinker should be addressed to

of TV/r rn. J .
I venp- Journal pn l 'mes— Boston Investiga 
W f  ' y Siftin a People s Newspaper— Sunda. 28 v. for 11. ,, Ux ord Times— Church Times, 
•«CtN fcu t e r r o r  of the

ion, E .C .
rUR ,, ‘y, or th„ "“i?.1 reach 28 Stonecutter-street by first post 

0J5 'eet/ii,lj.cr  ̂ 'V‘H not be inserted.
■ o^Post fro,."’1.11, bp forwarded direct from the publishing
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6d f ‘ en W ori?Ŝ NTS — Thirty words, is. 6d. ; every sue- 
f.». ’ ualf > bd. Displayed Advertisements :— One inch,

1 £ 1  as. 6d.; column, £2  5s. Special terms
h l f t . ,

■ oiia.

London Freethinkers are notified that the Athenaeum Hall, 
73 Tottenham Court-road, re-opens for Sunday evening 
lectures to-day (September 3). Mr. Foote occupies the plat
form, and will lecture on “ Colonel Ingersoll : Living and 
Dead.” This is intended as a Memorial Address, and the 
hall should be crowded. The chair will be taken at 7.30.

Mr. Foote starts for the North on Saturday next (Sept. 9). 
In the evening he will deliver his first lecture at Stanley, near 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. The large Board-school, in Front-street, 
has been secured for this visit. It will hold about a thousand 
people. The subject of the lecture will be “ Life, Death, and 
After.” Tyneside friends are desired to note that a train 
leaves Stanley (Shield-row Station) at 9.2 for Newcastle, 
stopping at intermediate stations. We should add that the 
Stanley meeting begins at 7.30.

The following day, Sunday, September 10, Mr. Foote 
lectures in the Royal Assembly Hall, South Shields ; in the 
evening for certain on “ Colonel Ingersoll ; Living and Dead,” 
and probably also in the afternoon on “ The Dreyfus Case 
and the Future of France.” It is a long while since Mr. 
Foote paid Shields a visit, and his Tyneside friends will 
no doubt be glad of the opportunity to hear him again.

Mr. Foote will go on from the Tyneside to Scotland, lectur
ing at Glasgow on Sunday, September 17, and on the pre
ceding week-nights at towns in the surrounding district, in 
one of which he may possibly hold a public discussion. He 
returns to London to lecture at the Athenaeum Hall again on 
September 24. _

Mr. Charles Watts delivers his first lectures since his 
illness to-day (September 3) in the Secular Hall, New 
Brompton. His evening subject will be “ Colonel Ingersoll 
as I Knew Him.”

Mr. Cohen lectures to-day (September 3) in the Royal 
Assembly Hall, Soutli Shields. This is a large and expensive 
room, and the Tyneside “ saints ” should try to fill it.

Mr. A. B. Moss lectured to capital audiences on Sunday, in 
the morning at the Newington Reform Club, and in the 
afternoon and evening at Brockwell Park. Some time ago 
Mr. Moss had a debate at Camberwell with Mr. Quelch, of 
fustice, on “ Malthusianism and Socialism.” A full, though 
not verbatim, report of it is now published at one penny by 
the Twentieth Century Press, 37a Clerkenwell-green, E.C.

The London Freethinkers’ annual excursion, under the 
auspices of the N. S. S., took place on Sunday. A special 
train was chartered to run from Victoria and London Bridge, 
taking up passengers also at Clapham and New Cross ; and 
as the weather was glorious there was naturally a large 
gathering of the metropolitan “ saints,” amongst whom we 
noticed Mr. S. Hartmann, the N.S.S. treasurer, Mr. Killick, 
the Deptford veteran, Mr. Deane, Mr. G. J. Warren, Mr. 
Tom Shore, Mr. Schaller, Mr. Mascall, Mr. Leate, Mr. 
Bater, Mr. Henderson, Mr. Thurlow, Mr. William Ileaford, 
Mr. C. Cohen, Mr. Forder, Mr. Charles Watts, and Mr. 
G. W. Foote. Mr. Watts was accompanied by Mrs. Watts, 
and Mr. Foote by his wife and two of his daughters. Of 
course there were many more who escaped our observation, 
for the crowd of excursionists soon dissipated on reaching 
Littlehampton, some wandering by the seaside, some rambling 
into the country, and others journeying to beautiful Arundel, 
where the river winds in loveliness under the Duke of 
Norfolk’s castle. The return journey began at 7.15, and 
soon after 10 all were safely landed in London. A little rain 
fell during the run homewards, but it only served to accentuate 
the delightfulness of the weather which prevailed all day.

Miss Vance did not return to London with the party. She 
was not looking too well, and, having seen the excursion 
through, she stayed behind for a few days’ rest and change, 
whicli will, we hope, enable her to return to work with 
renewed energy. ___

The Birmingham Branch has appointed Mr. H. Percy 
Ward as Organiser and Lecturer for a period of twelve 
months. He will lecture for the Branch every third Sunday, 
look up subscribers and lapsed members, reply to attacks on 
Freethought in the local press, deliver open-air addresses 
during tlic summer, etc. Of course the Committee want 
funds for this experiment. Subscriptions should be sent to 
Mr. J. Partridge, secretary, 65 Cato-street.

Mr. Ward had a bad experience at Derby on Sunday. A 
■ ang of Christian rowdies mobbed him after his outdoor 

lecture, and he had to take refuge from their violence in 
an hotel. He has arranged to return to Derby on September 
24, in order to show these rowdies the futility of their tactics.

The West Ham Branch had its first excursion on Sunday
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by brakes to Stanford Rivers. The party numbered nearly 
ninety, including several children. After tea at the “ Wood
man ” brief speeches were made by President Sims, Vice- 
President Leggatt, and Secretary Sparkes. Altogether it 
was a most enjoyable outing. The West Ham Branch, by 
the way, meets every Thursday evening in the Workmen’s 
Hall, West Ham-lane, where all friends of Freethought will 
be welcome.

We have received a copy of the annual report of the 
Glasgow Branch for 1898-99, and it is a most encouraging 
document. Never has the Branch been in a better position. 
Audiences have increased in size, and on some occasions 
people have had to be turned away from the door owing to 
the hall being crowded. The sale of Freethought literature 
has also increased"; moreover, the surplus of ^23 in the last 
balance-sheet has grown into a surplus of f ,  60, thanks 
chiefly to a donation of £ ¡0  by an anonymous friend. No 
wonder that the Committee intends to carry on Freethought 
propaganda vigorously in the surrounding district, and to 
distribute Freethought tracts and publications widely at the 
most important religious gatherings in the city during the 
approaching winter.

Mr. T. Robertson, corresponding secretary of the Glasgow 
Branch, whose address is 218 Allison-street, writes to us that 
the Committee will be very happy to receive old copies of the 
Freethinker or other Secular literature for judicious free dis
tribution. He will take charge himself of any parcels for
warded to him, and pay carriage if necessary, though we hope 
it will not be necessary. We are sending on a large parcel of 
back numbers of this journal.

By the way, the Glasgow Branch re-opens its hall in 
Brunswick-street to-day (Sept. 3). A social meeting will be 
held in commemoration of Bradlaugh and Ingersoll, for 
which tickets can be obtained from Mr. D. Baxter, 72a 
Glassford-street. On the following Sunday the lecture 
session will be opened by Mr. H. Percy Ward.

Christians, being lovers of authority in matters of belief, 
are fond of citing the names of distinguished men who are 
professed Christians, whatever they are in reality. Perhaps 
these Christians will be pleased to read the following extract 
from the Torch of Reason, of Silverton, Oregon, written by 
Mr. P. W. Geer, of the Liberal University there, who is 
travelling in the Eastern States. We may observe that the 
Edison referred to is the great Edison, of electrical fame 
throughout the world : “ Homer said Edison wanted to see 
me, and told me where to find him. I entered at the end of 
a long brick building, and after passing through several 
doors, and winding around among a wilderness of apparatus, 
with the odor of chemicals strong enough to kill bed-bugs, I 
saw a room at the extreme end of the long building. I 
walked up to the door, and saw a man seated at a long 
table, with a lot of jars of chemicals before him. The man 
was Edison, the prince of inventors. He was clad in a gray 
suit, which was literally plastered with dirt and dust. His 
face was full and smooth shaven ; his hair is turning gray in 
places ; his eyes have a hungry expression—a relic, I suppose, 
of his past life. The wizard motioned for me to enter, and 
as I approached he held out his hand to welcome me. As I 
grasped it he spoke, and his voice sounded like his head was 
in a barrel; that is on account of his deafness. ‘ Well,’ said 
he, ‘ I am reading the Bible.’ ‘ Yes,’ I replied, ‘ the Bible 
of nature is a splendid book if one understands how to read 
it.’ ‘ The best damn Bible in the world,’ said Edison, 
enthusiastically ; ‘ its laws are perfect and grand, and all the 
prayers in the world can’t change them. There is intelli
gence and law in this world, and there may be supreme 
intelligence and law ; but, so far as the religion of the day is 
concerned, it is all a damned fake.’ Mr. Edison is a pleasant 
talker, and his swearing is not harsh ; it is simply amusing.1 explained in a few words what we are doing in Oregon, 
and he said he was very glad to hear such glorious news, 
and asked me for some literature, which I gladly gave him. I 
did not wish to detain the world’s great benefactor from his 
work, so, after a few moments’ chat and exchange of ideas, I 
bade my friend goodbye.’ ”

Mr. Joseph Symes, of Melbourne, in the last number of his 
Liberator to hand, recurs to the subject of his projected visit 
to England and the possibility of a visit from Mr. Foote to 
Australia. This is what he says : “ In reply to many 
inquiries, I may say that nothing further is yet known of my 
suggested trip to England. The difficulty of finding a locum 
tenens on the Liberator is great. Able men are not generally 
willing to work for nothing. A supply for the platform may 
also be difficult, unless Mr. Foote can induce one of his 
lieutenants to come on a trip to Australasia. I believe he 
might pay himself, and infuse new blood into our Southern 
Freethought, as well. What may be done I am unable to 
say. I have been asked repeatedly if Mr. Foote could not 
come to Australasia while I visit England. Of course, I have 
no right to say yes or no to that ; but 1 feel sure many thou
sands of people would be glad to welcome him here, and I 
will ask him to come if our people in the great centres of
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population will let me know that they will do something 
reasonable towards his welcome, and towards affording al 
every opportunity of displaying his great abilities and making 
an impression upon the colonies. W ill Freethinkers ever)

I shall be
an impression upon 
where give me their opinion upon the subject? 
glad to hear as soon as possible.”

Mr. Symes, of course, did not know when writing th 
that Mr. Foote was busy with a fresh organisational effor 
the new Company—which will make it absolutely impossi 
for him to leave England for any length of time during 1 
next year or two.

Brimstone— Without Treacle!

Witt1

■‘a

Brimstone Ballads, and Other Verse. By G. L. Mackenzie. 
an Introduction, by G. W. F00TE. (Forder; 1899.)

Mr. John Morley once described a certain book aS„ cS 
thunderous engine of revolt.” The phrase aptly descr ¡1 
Mr. Mackenzie’s book of verses, Brimstone Ballads. 
time when reaction is especially noticeable in religious cif .̂  
Mr. Mackenzie’s literary effort to stem the tide of irration  ̂
is to be welcomed. Within the couple of hundred.P^ire, 
his book lie has packed an astonishing amount of Wit,.s.‘ ■„ 
and argument. The whole is directed against superstm .e 
general, and the Christian religion in particular,_ which, 
way, is not so near the undertaker as some Ethical Cut 
and Agnostics seem to imagine. A tale is told of a r |V 
journalist, that when the great Napoleon took him *an’-0ll of 
by the ear, and said, “ I intend giving you the f c£'cO\j0 
Honor,” the man answered: “ Thank you, sire; but .¡t 
not your Majesty give it to my father?” In some sUC ut|e i’f 
we may picture Mr. Mackenzie’s acceptation of the 
poet. His ability and his honesty have always been 
with a modesty which is, in these day's of self-adve 
extremely rare. «Tlie

Yet his unmistakable success in such efforts a )i)ft 
Salvationist’s Prayer” and “ Miracle ” makes the rea ’0>
Oliver Twist, ask for more. There is something ide?
mere versification in these jeux d'esprit. It was a haPf îtf1 
on his "part to commence his very blasphemous boo  ̂
lines entitled “ In the Beginning,” and to finish W1
verses on “ Cremation.” . fapie''

Mr. Mackenzie wields both the battle-axe and tn css>
He does not disdain to use, on occasion, the n tl>®
necessary coke-hammer. There is nothing— not s 3»
button at the back of our skirt-collar— so treac 1 ^  th 
memory. We have, however, a distinct impression
majority of these pious verses of Mr. Mackenzie sPj^^f 
at intervals in that deeply religious journal, the r  pecti“\ 
We liked them on their first appearance in these f fof'V 
columns, and we like them even better in their C0‘{L.

Mr. Foote, who is the literary godfather to Mr. - ft 
first-born publication, says, in his felicitous in trod u >̂e ft 
to many people the verses will appear “ shocking- j pi« 
that this will be so. Mr. Mackenzie’s medicine1 . ie\)f . 
strong for orthodox stomachs at all inclined to be d® far 0 
points of theology. They will, probably, think ,, 
thing, Mr. Mackenzie is “ too blooming facetious Cl’f 
Ever Blessed Trinity, and other dramatis persona o 
tian religion. He ladles out the aqua-fortis of criti

tl>e

flip
very free hand. . swle 0 /

There is a quite refreshing robustness about tn -uris^f 
verse which should go far to disarm even thos r ¡s g 
language to whom “ the vernacular ” in any sn ^
and pain. . g fco&jfir

Mr. Mackenzie ranges over a variety of topic’s of .' iir 
Mahatmas of Tibet and the Kaiser to Par9 ..cnt a , [ft11 

poets ; but he is unvariably the c°nslf<rc \vis‘’ $
‘ .............................  ’ vv \T"

lie
few e ..

lost. Brimstone Ballads would be a perfect

known
v,’derate foe of Christianity, with a capital C.
Mr. Mackenzie’s volume of verse could PenP rjntelle<; • ”* 
rectories and vicarages and other homes of tne f0r 
lost. Brimstone Ballads would be a perfect Pr.e ,.ssuraI\ 
newly-fledged IJ.A.’s who, with the gracefu ‘ ¡t m 
youth, explain the origin of evil in twenty min 
straighten up the beardless Oxonians in eccie- asS >ti‘ 
coats, with their hair parted in the middle an ef 1 jp

chartered Inquisitors, who oratorically c°!jirintfiiV)<ji|<j 
with gusto to “ the place where there is n°t||C “ 
lastly, and certainly least, it would enlighten b
Hespositors ” of Engstrdm’ those blind_ Cn 0f st

mortified stoop. It would prove 
ignorant Boanerges, the tedious

evi “y  
1 y

guides who jauntily slay their Atheistic 
arf-a-crown an hour.

men
t

The fact is these “ reverend ” and irrevenend h y p «
lot tft

lift
too much “ side.” If Mr. Mackenzie’s h t ^ i r  
could be got within measurable distance, it '. c(fi. 
before he washed some of the starch out 01 '(0( j/

Although this book may never reach the L jgVe’ 0i 'J  
Freethinkers need not “ dissemble their jiaiid’ ,̂i(i(j 
Mackenzie. He has deserved well at 1 lc t|iat sJ£/r 
party which has inscribed on its banners rqitf1' 
phrase, Eerases L'Infame.
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The Bible and Dickens.

THe Bible is the secret of England’s greatness. 1 his 
ls the only secret on record that defies discovery ; but 

know the assertion is true, because we saw it in, a 
Christian paper. It is equally certain that all great men 
are Christians— or, at least, they had Christian mothers. 
Personally, we do not know of any English genius in 
he whole realm of art and science who does not belong 

|° a Christian country. In face of this stupendous fact 
et every Atheist hang his head, and no longer deny that 
1 0ses described his own burial. Let him admit it like
a I£an> and renew his spiritual Fire Insurance ooirr '■—..e time ago a writer in this journal referre *- 
roly Bible as a work of humor, 

he had been “ too much i’ thethe
At first we thought 

sun.” Then we doubted 
There seemed something sohet COn̂ ‘t‘?n ° f  his soul.

anh r°^°X *n ^1c *dea. But we have thought about it, 
of it̂ r̂ y.ed about it, and sworn about it, and the upshot 

•ph& .IS— we agree with him. 
eovg-6 de sibcle Miss M iggs may denounce the dis- 
“ Xvi,-7 a.s " p agin ,” and the discoverer as concentrated 
hum* Cnin£ and sepulchres.” But if the Bible is not a 
der[°r° as production, whence did men like Dickens 
oniv e 1 ,r inspiration? It is true that Mark Twain 
feare(PtriCeiV?tl one j oke in the Bible, but it is to be 
pr0pCr * . Mark did not search the scriptures in a
one • u SP!rit- The process may be an unconscious 
Holy \ v h u m o r i s t s  do not obtain their ideas from 
Which - rit| must get them from some other source, 
sive r  n- aksurd on the face of it. To use an expres
sing j  lcisrn> the thing is not “ God possible.” If the 
of ge .oes not contain humor, it is not the only fountain 

Ar_- Us~~a blasphemous conclusion at best.

the' V' - ^ e exPer‘enced the honest, touching pride 
eaSfP ̂ 'c ia n  who has laboriously discovered a new 

” e had unearthed a new theological difii-

point, we felt that we were

Ulsease'
c0lty 1

W e
^harles'^y e<̂ 'ateW Put Bie principle in operation, taking 
traced lckens as our subject. VVe set to work, and 
s>ble fou0^ 0 .°  ̂ his happiest passages to their only pos- 
Praisecj i>./atiou- Our success, “ for which the Lord be 
Pitied tl aS dear old Pepys used to say when he ascer- 
lhe f 0 , . ‘ state of his accounts), is best exemplified in 

Vln8' parallelisms
My u- T llli B i b l e -

*°rld ( j S f c j ?  n?t °f thisxvill. 36).
fo;'rteti:

e\’en I 

11 you'(IsaI™ he that com- 
i. 12).

at‘^ ^ a t 0tmx.°7)heaven ÎS

(̂ ìens0tvr|ehteousoVer,nuch

^ f l0inS tf f ed. -P the 
1)0 l ff° must tli° wdderness,

. V j M Ä j  a'M lowly i„
l1e- )>n?t faïthleof.9);

a xx, „i5®1 hut believ-

Wê nf t (C ; _ w a y s
)■

of

5 h{ndl0br!ak!11 yc
, WOrdsHjob x-in

vex my 
pieces 

xix. 2).

o 0

e sh 
iii.

S«tk

6).
gone

■ lot
ye Wholt ye shall

D ickens.
M rs. Ga m p : Don’t ask me 

to take none (Martin Ckussle- 
iv it, 19).

Codlin : Codlin’s the friend, 
not Short {Old Curiosity Shop, 
19).

Micawber: I have now an 
immediate prospect of some
thing turning up (David 
Copperfield, 27).

If you make a brag of your 
honesty to me, I’ll knock your 
brains out (D. C., 13).

C iiollop : VVe must be
cracked-up, sir......VV’e are a
model to the airtlq and we 
must be jist cracked-up, I tell 
you (M. C., 33).

U riah H eep : I’m a very 
’umble person (D. C., 1 b).

Codlin : Take my advice ; 
don’t ask me why, but take 
it (O. C. S., 19).

Mantalini : She...coils her 
fascinations round me like a 
pure and angelic rattlesnake 
(Nicholas Nickleby, 34).

Mr. V enus : Don’t sauce 
me, in the wicious pride of 
your youth (Our Mutual 
Friend, i. 7).

Q uilp : You and 1 will have 
such a settling presently; 
there’s such a scratching and 
bruising in store for you, my 
dear young friend (O.C. S., 11).

Miss Mowciier : What a 
refreshing set of humbugs we 
are to be sure, ain’t we, my 
sweet child? (D. C., 22).

SyUEERS: Subdue your

eat, or what ye shall drink appetites, my dears, and you’ve 
(Luke xii. 29). conquered human natur’

(TV. A’ , 5).
Mine eyes are upon all their Jenny W ren : /  know their 

ways (Jer. xvi. 17). tricks and their manners (O.
M. F ., ii. 1).

But the red-vested genius of Gad’s Hill went further. 
In the course of our researches we were startled to find 
that many of his remarks are really oblique commentaries 
on Scripture. In short, Charles Dickens— humorist, 
realist, sentimentalist, weaver of plot, analyst of 
nature, mover of tears— was a Bible commentator ! 
This important fact has been hitherto overlooked, 
because he did not announce his intention. He com
mentated sub rosa. Real art is art concealed. That 
is why the sterling merits of our English painters are so 
hard to find.

The following remarkable instances will show with 
what wonderful adroitness Dickens was able to seize 
upon the inner meaning of a text. In the elucidation 
of dubious passages our commentator has no equal:—  

T iie B ible. D ickens.
R ob the Grinder : What 

a thing it is to be perfectly 
pitched into with affection 
like this here ! (Dovibey and 
Son, 52).

Mantalini : What’s the 
dem’d total? (A7! N ., 21).

Sam W eller : That’s what 
1 call a self-evident proposi
tion, as the dogs’-meat man 
said when the housemaid told 
him he warn’t a gentleman 
(Pickwick, 22).

Sam W eller : It’s the sea
sonin’ as does i t ! (P., 19).

Jerry Cruncher : It’s hard 
in the law to spile a man, I 
think. It’s hard enough to 
kill him, but it’s wery hard to 
spile him (Tale of Two Cities, 
ii. 2).

Jerry Cruncher : I leave 
you to judge what a damp 
way of earning a living mine 
is ! (7\ T. C., ii. 2).

Rogue R ideriiood : That’s 
knowing the obligations of a 
Alfred David, ain’t it ? (O. M. 
F ., i. 12).

Mrs. Gummidge : Every- 
think goes contrairy with 
me (D. C., 3).

Captain Cuttle : A part
ing gift, my lad. I’ut it back 
half-an-hour every morning, 
and about another quarter 
towards the arternoon, and 
it’s a watch that’ll do you 
credit (D. and S., i. 19).

Sam W eller : Yes, I have 
a pair of eyes, and that’s just 
it. If they wos a pair o’ 
patent double million magni- 
fyin’gas microscopes of hextra 
power, p’r’aps I might be able 
to see through a flight o’ stairs 
and a deal door ; but, being 
only eyes, you see, my wision’s 
limited (P., 34).

O f course such instances might be almost indefinitely 
extended. W e might even enlarge the scope of the 
present article. The writings of Dickens fairly bristle 
with veiled allusions— if we may be pardoned a melange 
of metaphor— to matters controversial. He must surely 
have been thinking of Methodist prayer-meetings when 
he wrote in Great Expectations (chap, xxvii.) : “ I put it to 
yourself, sir, whether it were calc’lated to keep a man up 
to his work with a good hart, to be continiwally cutting 
in betwixt him and the Ghost with ‘ Amen !’ ” And in 
Betsy Prig he evidently typified the blatant unbeliever 
of our day, who, in spite of constant allusions to the 
Deity by fervent Christians, has the “ Bragian ” boldness 
to declare : “ I don’t believe there’s no sich a person !”

E. R. W .

For God so loved the world 
that he gave his only begotten 
son (John iii. 16).

The very hairs of your head 
are all numbered (Matt. x. 30).

Save me, and I shall be 
saved (Jer. xvii. 14).

Worthy is the lamb that 
was slain (Rev. v. 12).

The Lord shall smite thee 
in the knees and in the legs 
with a sore botch that cannot 
be healed (Deut. xxviii.35).

About the fourth watch of 
the night lie comcth unto 
them, walking upon the sea 
(Mark vi. 48).

Swear not at all (Matt. v. 34)-

He that believeth on me 
bclieveth not on me (John xii. 441-Keep that which is com
mitted to thy trust (1 Tim. vi. 
20).

Having eyes, see ye not? 
(Mark viii. 18).

“ My son ” said a man of doubtful morals, putting his hand 
on the head of a young urchin, “ believe Satan has got hold
of you. 1 believe so, too,” replied the urchin.
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More Ingersoll Gleanings.

O n the authority of a beastly, drunken Christian, who 
made a little dishonest profit by libelling Ingersoll for the 
delectation of the baser sort of believers, it has been asserted 
that he was a coward as a soldier in the Civil War, that he 
ran away during action and hid himself in a hogpen, and that 
he surrendered himself to a Confederate boy of sixteen. 
Ingersoll, of course, never troubled to contradict this 
malignant nonsense. No decent American believed it, and 
to prosecute its worthless author would only have been to 
hoist a skunk into the notoriety he craved. But the silly 
slander was repeated by the Christian Evidence vermin in 
England, and they will go on repeating it as long as there 
are bigoted fools who will listen to it. Even the great John 
Kensit, the Protestant reformer, was not above publishing 
this and other lies about Ingersoll, just to raise a little cash 
by the defamation of one who had never done him any sort 
of injury.

The answer to this lie has been given since his death, and 
given decisively, by Ingersoll’s old comrades in arms. The 
Eleventh Illinois Cavalry, which Ingersoll commanded during 
the early part of the war, held a meeting that was reported in 
the Peoria Weekly Herald of July 27. Mr. B. D. Meek, who 
was lieutenant-colonel of the regiment while Ingersoll was 
colonel, and who has been master-in-chancery of Woodford 
county for many years, presided over the meeting, and 
declared that “ a greater mind than his had not existed since 
Shakespeare,” and that he would have been a great military 
leader if his mind had turned in that direction. Amongst the 
clauses of the long resolution passed at this regimental meet
ing was the following : “ We knew him in the military camp, 
where he reigned an uncrowned king, ruling with that bright 
sceptre of human benevolence which death alone could wrest 
from his hand. We had the honor to obey, as we could, his 
calm but resolute commands at Shiloh, at Corinth, and at 
Lexington, knowing, as we did, that he would never command 
a man to go where he would not dare to lead the way.”

Surely that is enough to silence Ingersoll’s libellers—if they 
could be silenced— on this point for ever. Men who have 
fought under a coward, and lost blood and suffered hardship 
and wounds, do not get up afterwards and call him a hero. 
The veterans of Ingersoll’s old regiment know the facts, and 
their word outweighs the malicious statements of a myriad 
slanderers, but few of whom were out of their boyhood at the 
time of the war, and many of whom had not yet been intro
duced into the world which they defile and disgrace.

This is not all, however; for we note that at the Peoria 
Memorial Meeting, reported in the local Herald-Transcript of 
July 24, an old ex-soldier named Buchanan rose and spoke 
as follows : “ I have heard something said of Colonel Robert 
G. Ingersoll’s capture by the Confederates during the Civil 
War, and that he was captured while standing in a hogpen.
1 am probably the only living witness of his capture, and can 
say that there was no pig pen or building of any kind in sight.
I was wounded and lying not twenty feet away when he was 
captured, and if there had been a pig pen near at hand I most 
certainly should have crawled into it for shelter from the cold, 
as there was snow on the ground where I was lying. When 
the Confederates came up to Colonel Ingersoll he shouted :
‘ Stop your shooting ! I have been wanting to recognise 
your old Confederacy for the last ten minutes.’ Those officers 
thought so much of him that they did not take from him his 
horse, pistols, or sword. He was not a great soldier, but 
there was not a cowardly hair in his head. Everybody loved 
him, and there was not a man in the regiment who would not 
have followed him to the death.”

Peoria, it must be remembered, is the city in which Ingersoll 
lived for many years, where he married, where his children 
were born, and where he laid the strong and firm basis of his 
fame. And men got up and spoke his praise at that Peoria 
Memorial Meeting, with tears streaming down their faces; 
men who had known him, in some cases for forty years, in 
other cases from boyhood, and could testify to his splendid 
character as a man, a husband, a father, and a citizen.

Another of these Christian Evidence lies about Ingersoll — 
also retailed on the authority of the aforesaid beastly, drunken 
maligner—is that he was dissipated and demoralised before 
his marriage, and was frequently in the gaol at Peoria. Well, 
this lie too has been nailed down since his death. According 
to the Peoria Journal of August 4, Mr. Alexander S. Bacon, 
an attorney of New York city, wrote to Sheriff John Kimsey, 
of Peoria, asking for information about Ingersoll’s earlier 
years, and stating that he had been advised that before i860 
Ingersoll was “ of a dissolute character, and frequently an 
occupant of the Peoria gaol. My informant,” lie added, 
“ whose reputation is beyond reproach, alleges this on his 
own personal knowledge, and there seems to be no reason 
to doubt it.” Such is the license that respectable Chris
tians allow themselves when they deal with an “ infidel’s ” 
reputation!

Sheriff John Kinsey answered Mr. Bacon’s letter, and ga.ve 
him the information he requested. The following is the pf'n' 
cipal part of his letter : “  I have personally known f*lr' 
Ingersoll since 1861 ; was a member of his regiment, and"' .̂ 
with him in three engagements—namely, the Battles  ̂
Shiloh, Corinth, and Lexington. He was taken prisoner * 
the latter, and did not return to his regiment to perlorni 311 
more military services after he was paroled. A braver or tru 
soldier than he never drew a sword, and no commanding 0*1,L , 
ever went to the front who was better liked and more respeC 
by his men than he. As he practised law in this city for a nu,̂  
ber of years after the civil war, and as I was connected " 
the sheriff’s office about all of the time during Ingersoll's lie' 
in this city, after the time mentioned above, I necessarily11̂  
him almost daily. During that time I saw nothing 111 J 
habits or conduct different from what he has a reputati0̂  
practising at home and abroad, while a resident of yoUt, j 
(New York). You say you have been credibly informed 
prominent old resident of this city that Colonel Ingerso 
his earlier years (say before i860) was a dissolute charac  ̂
and frequently occupied the Peoria jail, etc. In answe ‘ 
this accusation I will say that I have full access to the reCop, 
of the Peoria county jail, which date back to the y.c;irIgis 
some years prior to R. G. Ingersoll’s home in this city- 
name does not appear in said record.”

Attorney Bacon, of New York city, was also obliged V.̂ y 
long report on Ingersoll’s youth, which Sheriff John .'’ jiui 
gathered from several old and respected citizens : lll<£, fIett 
Henry Baldwin, who was mayor of Peoria in 1862;
White, who was justice of the peace from 1862 1°. . , 1, ,vLv'"
Colonel John Warner, who has lived in Peoria since .fl 
and is “  personally known to nine-tenths of the peof 
city; and Dr. William Hamilton, an old retired praC ne

in1

tit*0,ll|l|
ill'known and respected by all the old settlers. Every ,̂1; 

them bore witness to Ingersoll’s high character. * *>.V
fault as a lad was high spirits and reckless generosity-^ 
long as Bob had a dollar in his pocket,” one of pic'1 
“ he would divide the same with a friend, or give it
beggar.” Yes, it was the same Ingersoll, even then-

“ Ingersoll as a Vegetarian” is the title of f  
eulogistic article by Mr. Joseph Collinson in aSjn<rePy 
Vegetarian. He points out, with quotations, how 
was opposed to slavery, to capital punishment, to . 
women or men, to vivisection, and other brutalities ’

’ - - human1; Vhe says that Ingersoll was “ the friend of every hum 
ment.” The last quotation that Mr. Collinson g>vC
a letter by Ingersoil, written in July, 1887, to Mr. J- ‘ 'gf it j 
author of Vegetarianism and Evolution. I11 this ^ j;fc, -auuiur 01 v cellar nintt/u unu- m »■ *--- UW ]
pointed out that all life on this planet feeds uPorI.j|ul
that people who live 011 vegetables tire no more men- ¡¡¡i* • • •• > ■ ...... IS -1“ -list1people who live on meat. At the same time, it lS .‘¿vil1’1.; 
that “ probably the time will come when man win,1”',, j 
enough not to kill and eat his fellow creatures. 
admit,” Ingersoll added, “ that the eating ol 
think about it, is shocking, and that I am s o n i e w h a ,  
to look into the peaceful and trustful eyes of cattle. ^

Mr. Collinson concludes his article in the I ^  
the following passage, which could have hardly ,'jcrCco£11,,|ii: 
to some readers of that paper : “ Colonel Ingcrsoj  ̂ J  
the moral rights of animals; these were, 

olved in the Darwinian demonstration ol the 
life. This leads up to the reflection tliat 1 „̂liiE 
Church has never recognised any rights in ‘ll  ̂„of 
the other hand, Freethinkers have usually held ,|,gill. 
have they rights, but that we had duties towards ^

Ingersoll was the subject of a eulogy in 1 ¡̂er>capi>i|1!'
(Aug. 29) by “ A Correspondent,” evidently an (0»

■ 7 c e x tr a s

his E
W<knew the Colonel personally, 

anecdote :
in Washington, with Ingersoll. He was gpff

remember once riding up I’enns) b ,„ay ¡,llii::

sitting of the Court which was trying the *all,‘’)r lioE6] }̂ 
case. The car was overcrowded, and the P0 ^, a'WGii1 ¡: 
drew it jibbed. Ingersoll was out in a nipm1-̂  jjjc [ j  
the horse’s collar, discovered a gall as big ‘
‘ lis hand. I will not repeat the language ^

and stopped the street-car traffic of the me11 ,
was not Parliamentary, but lie unhitched

5 a>7t"A 1°*? Jn1
the sulky driver complained ‘ that he worn <jy.crllL 
‘ Bob ’ slipped a dollar into his hand, and 
say : ‘ If you do, come and see me.” ’

A 1., ft
l”? '

f v mOnly a few days before his death bigL . m ,, M:

m V’. i l T OK t ,ttf .ill..
following letter in reply to Mr. Clint011.,,Jpay^S;1.1,,
telephone operator at police headquarters ^  tb^iV J '  
who had written to ask whether (as reported ‘ . ■' ^ P
time) he had changed his religious opin*0.1 , ,ri 11
July
tliousa
that it is too flattering. You arc rig“ - 

I siili believe that all

uly 13, 1899. C. J. Robins Esq. Dear b ’ ¡¡¡ft
housand thanks lor your good letter. . giiiy 
hat it is too flattering. You arc right aa\Oj
lave not changed.

on falsehoods and mistakes. I still deny 1 .„ j  17 ¡¡tfflf' 
supernatural, and I still say that real re 6 g. U'q. ’ 
Thanking you again, 1 remain yours alwa> >

|
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Amusing Imitation of Christ.

Recent stories concerning the Holy Ghost and Us believers 
and other sects of religious worshippers in various parts ot 
Maine have called out remembrances from some of the older 
People of the State of some of the strange sects of former 
nays. The story of one preacher who had a large following
ln the western part of the State is interesting and not a littlefusing.

ln the year 1S16 a handsome, well-built man with a pleasing 
Personality appeared in the town of Porter. He introduced 
himself as Jacob Cochrane, a native of New Hampshire, and 
Professed to he appointed by God to Christianise the whole 

He went even further in his claims than Elder Sanford 
the.“ Holy Ghost,” for lie not only claimed to heal the sick 

Mivjne aid, hut professed to have the power to strike a person 
if he saw fit. He was possessed of a good voice and 

agnetic presence, and soon had a fanatical following of over 
CVu peoP'e, mostly farmers, their wives and children, 
an 1 rane hiught that all property must be held in common, 

u proclaimed that all marriage vows among its adherents 
s ?st be annulled. This is what got him into serious trouble
ana^uently- Ho further taught that the Lord gave to him 
¡Cd. bis follow»« ----- : -  1 •’ ’ •c°ulil T  ,ollowcJs special privileges and powers ; that they 
'nrrc,T1 1 dle. s'l'b and perform miracles, among other things 

Succ'i * 10 S'ze oP *i'° crops raised by the farmers.
"’ascalM 5001118 t° have caused the “ apostle,” as Cochrane 
acti0ns j/ °  k° to still greater lengths in his teachings and 
exhortVn r urkod his followers to become as little children, 
Aiij thevr i0ni lo ro" 111 the dirt and grovel on the ground. 
5P°akiti dl , °> even going so far as to make mud pies and 
pustom  ̂p 11! act'lnS bke children. Foot washing was another 
instruct, 1 *bc “ apostle” taught, and young girls were 
exhortat;C *° Wash the feet of the leaders of the sect. Prayer, 
and to I;!'11’ and singing were too tame for these fanatics, 
hands an f'l- , nffs up marching, dancing, and clapping of 
hlei, .. I ' 'olent exercises were introduced at the meetings, 
until U w-----  "  -"omen would spin around as swiftly as possible 

“ An0'sj jC?,nie by dizziness, they would fall to the floor.
* *  upon0:. Cocbrane was much given to the spectacular, 
G'rist’s e ?no .°ccasion, in the town of Porter, he imitated 
,°Howed 1 r7. ‘nto Jerusalem riding upon an ass, he being 
hunds )’ hundreds of his adherents, who clapped their 
wn°unco i „ shou,ed and sang. On another occasion he 
lle scene nf'at.be,"'°uld walk on the water, like Christ, and

..tic d -. 01 power was 10 no senago I .aae.
le slior,,i appointed several thousand people gathered upon 

tu0ry Roes r  *]lc 'ake, believers and unbelievers. As the
h® Water’ ^0y'rane had secretly fixed a line of planks in 

cove—, r and — 1 • ■■ > "■  ’•- 1 „„,1, A scoffer dis-VPr. , - ‘l"u several inches underneatn. 0f ti,c
Pla.nl d 110 tr|ck, and, unobserved, remove SOon
vvafc ?° ll,at when.the “ apostle” by
h ® S i p l e s0VCr his head>and vvaS w ,th d, y
T ? '  »»s' the beginning of the reaction againsUhe^an.
'ndect!?:ell,1Ks became more and more vi • > Yor several 
» C "  ' Cochrane was arrested and .ind‘f 0C“e;° rstanding 
by hin, ' be trial was most dramatic, lus k oppressors. 
J u s t and calling upon the Lord to smite h.s oppr .cuau,as the
> t  ra n>’¡
Cou', 00,11?.. u;

jury was rendering a verdict of guilty, Coi.hrane
,nk leap and a swift run, and escaped from tnc . I To

Ĝy ad •• li V 1 . *
inter,0 br°i away, loo, and the sect proclaimed 

P.OSt‘d and set the nersecuted anostlc°ral ,
that

and set the Pcrsof M ^ s a c h u s e t t sOn ,110111hs later Cochrane was arresuu tc rrison on
SeutencesChargeS) and rinally comm He «served his terin, and H  ou aggregating four years. H e ,ator be died atthe v.(v <l broken-down man. A E ̂  >

1110 °f one of his friends in Alfred.

the
Book Chat.

K 0RranlOn bunikhn " -IIIs brother’s Brother,” Colonel T. W. 
r.Qtl,oI u<y l and .,,.s 'bp August number of the Atlantic aWk'bor ‘r*11 anj an„„T ? ufiusl numuci ... >••. .............  ..

h P ck Ihe f..n, cuotal sketch of John Holmes, a younger 
“S ^ u s s e d  L “ Autocrat of the Breakfast Table,”

en l°ii rr° <Jual‘t‘es mind and heart 
ucn Holmes to so much distinctionfj

& k' rcuÌa.anothoc¿ V s  A?.lofiruo.t ^ rs °RUes. I S "l,nce to he added to the humors of the 
is;ê „ ' c  A relit,:'/ !Ile list of a well-known finn of pub- 

l''t>1e,i f̂ e /.a-.,r>̂ s decision as to the Liturgical Use of"  ■ r ■ 1, .... , ,___ed,:Ue|v r„n‘‘-/''Aii’.s.v of Carrying Lights in Processions 
0Wed by The Light that Failed.

'bent? B¡ble has * * *
.fin
‘Vnts

0n*tor sp?d, r°flection bCC11 edited for modern Jews, and com 
a|l &  of ", :>Jdcd by Mr. C. G. Mon tell ore. The 

, °°k of Daniel as “ now acknowledged
accabean era, and the 

mit from the terminus a

ute ”f hands
^?to‘,Which, J f ,  *.he work of the Ma 
? > . ' ^ » ¿ Ä a f011r years’ limi

an a L ' a r d i
ut

-Ss tiia he re““ can be fixed with satisfactory pre-
ba, a Poem?,. tlle Song of Songs as “ neither more nor 

' 11 ' ‘ love of man to
ich other.” Of

poem Vs ut entngs as ns
t,le |ovl  { l°v°, not the religious

°l man and woman for ea

course, it is as much out of place in the Bible as would be the 
sonnets of Shakespeare.

* * *
A ridiculous publication is entitled The Social Reformer's 

Bible, compiled and arranged by M. L. Hart-Davis (Simpkin, 
Marshall, & Co.). It is merely a manual of selections from 
the Bible and the Apocrypha which bear more or less on 
social matters. The selections remind us of the copy-book 
maxims with which we are all made so familiar in youth. 
The fact is that the Holy Ghost is not good at political 
maxims ; and the same remark applies to the party who wrote 
the Apocrypha. Otherwise they seem equally gifted at 
coining sentences in the style of Martin Tupper. And, 
frankly, the latter’s Proverbial Philosophy is the least of these 
evils.

* * *
The September number of the Literary Guide opens with a 

spirited article by Mr. J. M. Robertson, criticising a recent 
sermon by a distinguished preacher, the Rev. J. Llewellyn 
Davies. The next article by “ A. G. W .” is a plea for propa
gandist energy amongst Rationalists. This writer takes 
“ Cui Bono ?” for his title—which, we may remind him, does 
not mean What good ? but To whom is the profit ? Mr. F. J . 
Gould, having apparently ended his Chats with the living, 
begins a series of Chats with the dead—a far more perilous 
undertaking, in which it is praise to say that one has not 
entirely failed. Mr. Gould’s object is to show that, in spite 
of the scientific triumphs of the present age, it lags behind 
the noble philosophy of the great Emperor, Marcus Aurelius, 
one of the grandest and serenest souls in all human history. 
Mr. Charles Watts replies with firmness and temperance to a 
rather sneering editorial notice of his latest pamphlet, which 
was described as “ questionable propagandism.” Mr. Watts, 
in our judgment, scores against his critic, who seems to 
imagine that the so-called Higher Criticism is taught in 
most churches and chapels, and is the common possession of 
the multitude of Christian believers. That this is a very great 
mistake is proved by the new Free Churches’ Catechism— 
the latest statement of Nonconformist Christianity.

The Image of God.

A F rench artist named Millet, who lived from 1815 to 1875, 
painted a picture involving a man and a hoe. It represents 
a French farmhand, of obviously inferior intellect, resting 
upon his hoe, which appears to be an implement for grubbing 
out roots. For all we know, the man with the hoe is quite 
satisfied with himself; hut Mr. Edwin Markham, a Pacific 
Coast poet, being imbued with the notion that “ God made 
man in his own image, in the image of God made he him,” 
finds that the man docs not fit the scripture, and hence con
cludes that something is the matter with the man. Having 
reached this sage decision, the poet casts about for the 
parties who arc responsible for “ this monstrous thing.” He 
inquires :—

Who loosened and lcl down this brutal jaw  ?
Whose was the hand that slanted back this brow?
Whose breath blew out the light within this brain?

Pausing for a reply, and receiving none, he answers the 
query by charging the whole thing on the “ masters, lords, 
and rulers in all lands,” which is the height of nonsense. As 
a man of intelligence, he ought to know that men much lower 
than this “ monstrous thing ” peopled the earth before masters, 
lords, and rulers had been elected, and it is beyond doubt that 
among the earlier members of the ruling class the man with 
(lie hoc would have been a distinguished despot, hoeing off 
heads instead of roots. The cold and unpoetic truth is that 
the “ brutal jaw ” of the man was never a more human jaw 
than it is to-day : “ this brow ” never bulged with thought, 
and “ the light within this brain ” is set there by the poet’s 
own fancy. Here are four more empty lines, and with them 
the poem closes :—

IIow will it be with kingdoms and with kings—
With those who shaped him to the thing he is—
When this dumb terror shall reply to God 
After the silence of the centuries?

Well, as God made him, and as, according to Markham’s 
theology, God has permitted the king and kingdoms to make 
a monkey of him, the probabilities of anything happening to 
them are extremely vague. If the man with the hoe has a 
grievance, it is against his alleged creator and preserver, who 
gave him the brutal jaw, the slanting brow, and the brain 
without a light in it, and when “ this dumb terror shall reply 
to God” he will be justified in assuming the attitude of a 
plaintiff. The mildest language he could employ would be 
that of Omar :—

O Thou who Man of baser Earth didst make,
Anil ev'11 with Paradise devise the Snake,
For all the Sin wherewith the Face of Man 
Is blacken’d, Man’s forgiveness give— and take !

And the best that Mr. Markham’s god could do would be to 
settle it on those terms, which are better than he could obtain 
In any tribunal where justice is dispensed.

— Truthseeher (New York). George Macponalo,

i
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC. Works by the late R. G. Ingersoll.

[Notices o f Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, 
and be marked ‘‘Lecture Notice,” i f  not sent on post-card.]

LONDON.
T he A tiien .-eum  H a ll  (73 Tottenham Court-road, W .): 7.30, 

G. W. Foote, “ Colonel Ingersoll: Living and Dead.”
B radlaugh  C lub and  In stitute  (36 Newington Green-road, 

Ball’s Pond): 8.30, A Concert.
W est  L ondon B ranch  (13 Edgware-road): September 7, at 

9, Monthly Meeting.
O pen-a ir  P ropaganda.

Ba tte r se a  Pa r k  G a t e s : 11.30, E. White.
B r o c k w e l l  Pa r k  (near Herne-hill Gates): 3.15, A lecture.
C a m be r w ell  (Station-road): 11.30, A  lecture.
Edmonton (corner of Angel-road): 7, E. Pack.
F insbury  B ranch  (Clerkenwell Green): 11.30, W. J. Ramsey.
H yd e  Pa r k  (near Marble Arch): Lectures every week evening 

at 8. Sunday, at 11.30, R. P. Edwards, “ A  New Religion.”
H am pstead  H eath  (Jack Straw’s Castle): 3.15, R. P. Edwards, 

“ Blasphemy.”
H ammersmith  (The Grove) : 7.13, R. P. Edwards, “ Triumph 

of Rationalism.”
K ilburn  (Glengal-road) : 7.15, W. J. Needs.
K ingsland  (Ridley-road) : 11.30, S. E. Easton.
M ile  End W a ste  : 11.30, A  lecture j 7, A  lecture. September 

6, A  lecture.
P eckham  R y e : 3.15, E. Pack.
S. L. E. S. (Peckham Rye): 11.13, A  lecture. (Brockwell 

Park) : 3.13, A  lecture.
Stratford (The Grove): 7, F. A. Davies.
T he T rian gle  (Salmon-lane, Limehouse): 11.30, C. Cohen. 

September 3, R. P. Edwards.
V ictoria  Pa r k  (near the Fountain): 3.13, J. Rowney, “ Holy 

Moses and Co.”; 6.15, J. Rowney, " The Life of Jesus.”
W e s t m in st e r (Grosvenor Embankment): 11.30, W . J. Ramsey, 

“ Saviors of the World."
C O U N T R Y .

B r isto l  (in the Horse Fair): 8, J. Keast, “ Reasonable Unbe
lief.”

C hatham  S ecular  S o cie ty  (Queen’s-road, New Brompton):  
C. Watts— 11.30, “ The Secular View of Existence”; 7, "Colonel 
Ingersoll : Lessons of His Life." To be preceded and concluded 
with appropriate music.

E dinburgh  (Moulders’ Arms, 105 High-street): 7, An Edin
burgh Gentleman, “ Did the Bodily Death of Colonel Ingersoll 
Terminate his Existence?"

G lasgo w  (no Brunswick-street) : 12, Discussion Class— busi
ness meeting ; 6.30, Social Meeting in Commemoration of Ingersoll 
and Bradlaugh.

G r eat  Y armouth  F r e e th in k e r s ’ A ssociation  (Freethinkers’ 
Hall, bottom of Broad-row): 7, Violin Selections by Professors 
Elliott and Ray ; 7.13, J. W. de Caux, “ Fatalism and Free Will.”

L iver po o l  (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square): 7, Mr. Berg- 
mann, B.Sc.

Ma nchester  S ecular  H a ll  (Rusholme-road, All S ain ts): 
Closed for Summer Season.

N ew casti.e-on-T v n e ( i Grainger-street) : 3, Monthly Meeting.
Po rth  BRANCH(Tonypandy, 100 Primrose-street): W. Heaford 

— 2, " Religion and Common Sense ’’; 5, “ The Christian and the 
Secular Ideal.” September 4, at 7, ” Is Christianity True ?” 
September 6, at 7, at Porth (near the Foundry), " The Moral and 
Intellectual Difficulties of the Bible.”

S h effield  S ecular  So c ie ty  (Hall of Science, Rockingham- 
street) : 7, M. D. O ’Brien, “ Do we Know More than Experience 
Tells Us ?”

S outh  S hields (Royal Assembly Hall, Mile End-road): 7, C. 
Cohen, “ In His Steps ; or, What would Jesus Do ?”

Lecturers’ Engagements.
C. C o h en , 17 Osborne-road, High-road, Leyton.— September 

3, South Shields. 10, m., a., e., Victoria Park. 17 and 24, Man
chester. October 1, Glasgow.

A rthur B. Moss, 44 Credon-road, London, S.E.— September 3, 
m., Clerkenwell. 10, m.,Edmonton. 17, m., Battersea ; e., Strat
ford. 24, m., Mile End ; e., Stratford.

R. P. E d w a r d s , 9 Caxton-road, Shepherd’s Bush.— September 
3, m., Hyde Park ; a., Hampstead ; e., Hammersmith.

E. Pa c k , 10 Henstridge-place, Ordnance-road, St. John’s Wood. 
— September 3, a., Peckham Rye. 10, m., Hyde Park; a., Hamp
stead Heath ; e., Kilburn. 17, m., Mile End. 24, Battersea Park.

H. P ercy  W ard , 3 Alexandra-road, Edgbaston, Birmingham. 
—September 3, Northampton. 17, Sheffield. 24, Derby. Novem- 
ber 5, Birmingham. 12 and 19, Manchester. 26, Birmingham. 
December 17, Birmingham.POSITIVISM.

“ Reorganisation, without god or king, by the systematic 
worship of Humanity.''

Information and publications on the Religion of Humanity 
may be obtained free on application to the Church of 
Humanity, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

T he H ouse of D eath. 
Funeral Orations and Ad
dresses. Handsomely printed 
and bound, is.

T he D evil. 6d. 
S uperstition. 6d.
D efence of F reethought. 

A  Five Hours’ Speech at the 
Trial of C. B. Reynolds for 
Blasphemy. 6d. 

S hakespeare. 6d.
T he Gods. 6d.
T he Holy Bible. 6d.
R eply to Gladstone. With 

a Biography by J. M. Wheeler.4d.
R ome or R eason ? A Reply 

to Cardinal Manning. 4d. 
Crimes against C riminals. 3d-
O ration on W alt W hitman. 3d-
Oration on V oltaire. 3d. 
A braham L incoln. 3d.
Paine tiie Pioneer. 2d. 
H umanity’s D ebt to T homas 

Paine. 2d.
Ernest R enan and Jesus 

C hrist. 2d.
T rue R eligion. 2d.
T hree Philanthropists. 2d. 
Love the R edeemer. 2d.

to

W hat is R eligion? 2d.
Is Suicide a Sin ? 2d.
L ast W ords on Suicide. 2d.
God and the State. 2d.
W hy am I an A gnostic- 

Part I. 2d. ,
W hy am I an Agnostic- 

Part II. 2d.
Faith and Fact. Reply 

Dr. Field. 2d. .,
God and Man. Second rep1) 

to Dr. Field. 2d.
T he D ying Creed. 2d.
T he L imits of T oleratio • 

A  Discussion with the Ho ' 
F. D. Coudert and Gov. &■  
Woodford. 2d. .

H ousehold of Faith. 2d’
A rt and Morality. 2d.
Do I B laspheme ?
T he Clergy and 

Sense. 2d.
Social Salvation.
Marriage and D ivorce.
S kulls. 2d. .
T he G reat Mistake. ld
L ive T opics, id. .
Myth and Miracle. ld-

2d. 
Common

2d. 2d.

R eal Blasphemy. id- 
R epairing the Idols. 
C hrist and Miracles. 
C reeds and S pirituality

id.
id-.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

T H E  B E S T  B O O K
O N  N EO -M ALTH U SIAN ISM  IS, I BELIEVE, -

TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND PRACH 
OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.S.S.7/ ledt,c160 pages, ivith portrait and autograph, bound in cloth, g “ 1
Price is., post free. ^

In order to bring the information within the reach of the g( 0 1 
most important parts of the book are issued in a pamph " ĵ t E'r 
pages at one pen n y , post free 2d. Copies of the pa®r 
distribution is. a dozen post free. r . “

The National Reformer of September 4, 1892, say gf th
Holmes’ pamphlet......is an almost unexceptional statem appe&
Neo-Malthusian theory and practice......and throughpu ^
to moral feeling......The special value of Mr. Holmes i\ , rallv' '
the Neo-Malthusian cause and to human well-being 0i f
just his combination in his pamphlet of a plain state01 V i  
physical and moral need for family limitation with a Pla a]l c° 
of the means by which it can be secured, and an offef ^
cerned of the requisites at the lowest possible prices. ,a|e, v 

The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. pry 5̂, 
Allbult, and others, have also spoken of it in very high j.on1’1 

The trade supplied by R. Fo rd e r , 28 Stonecutter-stre >
E.C. Other orders should be sent to the author,
J. R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAGE^W. J . Rendell’s “ Wife's Frie|ld

Recommended by Mrs. Besant in Law o f Population* ̂
Dr. Allbutt in Wife's Handbook, p. 31. Made ONLY ‘ jud 
Chadwell-street, Clerkenwell; 2s. per doz., post ’ j^[lvelope' 
in larger quantities). For particulars send stamped

Important Caution. ajjP
e de^ffeV'1

Beware of useless imitations substituted by Bendê ’. 
chemists, the words “ Rendell & C o,” and “ J ■  ̂ : e ibeP"‘> 
being speciously and plausibly introduced to decc*'

Look for A utograph R egistered T rade

No. I82,w' ry
arE c*

In R ed  Ink on each box, without which non - * f 'r f ,
CW. - ne "

Higginson's Syringe, with Vertical and Reverse 
4s. 6d., and 3s. 3d. Dr. Palfrey’s Powder, is. 2d‘ _ pet 
pound, is. 2d. Dr. Allbutt’s Quinine Powders, 3- 
prices post free.

NON-POISONOUS PAlNtS;
Resist all Atmospheric Influences. Samples „gofli 
Fisher, 78 Chapel Allerton, Leeds ; or S. R- I *’ 
worth-avenue, Walton, Liverpool.
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Now Ready.

T H E  H O U S E  OF DEATH.
BEING

F U N E R A L  ORATIONS, A D D R E SSE S, ETC.,
BY

C O L O N E L  IN G E R S O L L .
Beautifully Printed on Fine Thick Paper and Handsomely Bound.

■' SPeech at Walt Whitman’s Burial—Tribute to Henry Ward Beecher— Tribute to Courtlandt Palmer— 
—IMe at Roscoe Conklin— In Memory of Abraham Lincoln—Tribute to Elizur Wright—Address at Horace Seaver’s Grave 
Park • H. Fiske—Tribute to Richard H. Whiting— Mrs. Ida Whiting Knowles—At the Grave of Benjamin W.

r**5ute to Rev- Alexander Clark— Death of John G. Mills—At the Grave of Ebon C. Ingersoll— Death of Thomas 
Death T\atR of Voltaire—At the Tomb of Napoleon— Heroes of the American War—At a Child’s Grave—Through Life to 

“-Death of the Aged— If Death Ends All.

PR IC E ONE SH ILLING.

L O N D O N :  R. F O R D E R , 28 STO N E C U T T E R -ST R E E T , E.C.

* r‘ce 2d u*> °y post 2/^d.; yearly subscription (including Supple- 
^  ments), 2s. 8d.

THE literary guide
a n d  r a t i o n a l i s t  r e v i e w .

T he September N umber Contains :—
Ch-
CriBo™0/ al ReUSion- J- M. Robertson.
Wa “ ° nP? A. G. W.
EvolutiS “ Religious” Drama. By Morgan Argles.
Sam e n lr>; Theories Criticised.
A Tv ,av*dson.
Signs'® Pessimism.
Random . “ 'iniings (gleaned from the Religious Press).
Chats n.J°mngs.

n'nu.s"''ltp bygone. I.— With Marcus Aurelius Anto-

^ n a U s m  J' G<1 Quest wx V1 l̂e Magazines.
‘ Inin- naMe ProDap-AndUm."
Sh0r 

l'°nclon

S h o Ä ^ l  Deiti
’ropagandism.” Charles Watts.

ies ” : A Letter and a Rejoinder.
° “ort NoticesTOur Letter-Box; Etc.

Lon'1" >: Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-stree ,

Now Ready. Cloth, 192 PaSes’ 2S- 6tU

Brimstone ballads
A N D  O T H E R  V E R S E .

By G. L. MACKENZIE.

W ith Introduction by G. W . F oote.

Condon : R. Fordcr,r, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

> t E8.

h e r b  b e e r . .
The best is made from

6 d. p a c k e t  o f  m ix e d HERBS.
;rCctionsĈ hv ,U make 8 gallons of real genuine Herb Beer, 

o. eac“ packet. By post 6 stamps.

A1TES, Herbalist, 2 Church-row, Stockton- 
on-Tees.

Agents Wanted.
^ > ° N ,thc ,,
C ^ r s!ici— TppS?tPle's Dentist, 33= Strand (opposite Somerset 
; “'»nu h i ,  £• on Vin '■  1 ..............• ¡£l‘ “ Best1 n  ^P^CANITe I'zs.'6dt’each”; upper or

ll0urs fo,“r hourŝ h Ilty’ 4S‘ cach : uPP?r or lower- £ 2-5ktweS, I| y ■ When required ; repairing or alterations 
2S C!rlU on ,.P“y more than the above, they are fancy 

’ °d. ; 7s. 6d. each ; on 18 ct. gold, 15s. ;Ì * ! Gxtra Ì**1,111 * ou* CilC11 > v**— - ,lctlon. is. ; painless by gas, 5s

b q Br y  «  "----------
jfy°°l— pPup10““ 1, 86 Central-drive and Rcad’s-road, 
ioderate te'nij1"  ̂ >̂r'va,e Apartments. Goodaccom-

In stout paper covers, is.; cloth, 2s.

THE

BOOH OF GOD
In the Light of the Higher Criticism.

W ith Special Reference to D ean F a r r a r ’s New Apology.

B y  G. W. F O O T E .

Contents:— Introduction—The Bible Canon—The Bible and 
Science — Miracles and Witchcraft—  The Bible and Free- 
thought— Morals and Manners— Political and Social Progress
_Inspiration—The Testimony of Jesus— The Bible and the
Church of England—An Oriental Book— Fictitious Supremacy.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.Pamphlets by C. Cohen.
The Decay of Belief, id.
Evolution and Christianity. 2d.
W hat is the Use of Prayer? 2d.
An Outline of Evolutionary Ethics. 6d.

London : R. Eorder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

In two volumes, bound in cloth, the whole of

Charles W atts’s Pamphlets
NOW IN PRINT.

Vol. I., price 3s. 6d. post free.
Vol. II., price 4s. 6d. post free.

Applications fo r  the above Volumes should be scut direct 
to M r . C h a r l e s  W a t t s , 24 Carminia-road, Balham , 
London, S. IV.

Now Ready.Christianity and Agnosticism.
A Correspondence between

A CLERGYMAN OF THE CHURCH IN SCOTLAND
AND

GEORGE ANDERSON, Agnostic, London.

This Correspondence was not intended for publication, and is all 
the more interesting on that account. It arose out of an applica
tion by the clergyman to Mr. Anderson fora subscription towards 
improving his church.

Price S ixpence.
London: Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, E.C. ; R. Forder, 28 

Stonecutter-street, E.C.

>
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MEMORIAL ADDRESS.

Colonel in g e r s o l l : L iv in g  and Dead.
This Address will be given on SUNDAY EVENING, September 3, at 7.30'BY G. W. FOOTEIn the ATHEN7EUM HALL, 73 Tottenham Court-road, W-

DOORS OPEN A T  7. S E A T S  6d. and is.

IN G E R S O L L ’S  L A S T  L E C T U R E .

i i W H A T  I S  R E L I G I O N ? > 1

An Address delivered before the

A M E R I C A N  F R E E  R E L I G I O U S  A S S O C I A T I O N , A T  B O S T O N , J U N E  2,
180*

Freethinkers should keep a copy of this Lecture always by them. It was Ingersoll’s last 
utterance on the subject of religion. It shows him to have been a “ rank Atheist” to 
the very end. Moreover, it is a summary of his life’s teaching, and embalms his ripest 
thought.

PRICE TW OPENCE.

LO N DO N  : R. FO R D E R , 28 S T O N E C U T T E R -S T R E E T , E.C.

T H E  28 D A Y S ’ W O N D E R .
To Keep our Workpeople engaged during the slack Season.For 28 Days only I am prepared to make up 1,000 L°u]1̂Suits to Measure.PRICE 25s. EACH CARRIAGE PAID-

Black, Blue, Brown, Fawn, or Grey. In Good Scotch Tweeds or English All-"rt)0 aThe Suits will bear Comparison with any 50s Suits in the ¡5*1' 

iflof

Self-Measurement Form.
Coat.

Length of W aist............................
Full Length of Coat .....................
Half Width of Back ....................
Centre Back to Elbow .................
Centre of Back to Full Length of

Sleeve.................. .......................
Round Chest, close to armpits,

over vest, NOT c o a t ................
Round Waist, over vest .............

Inches. T rousers.
Round Waist over Trousers
Round Seat ...........................

aside Leg Seam ...................
Full Length of Trousers .....
Round Thigh .................... .
Round K nee..........................
Round Bottom.......................
Lined or Unlined.............. .
Side or Cross Pockets ........

Inches. V est.

Centre

Centre

Round

Round

of Back to 

of Back to 

Chest over 

Waist over

Opening

Full L«1*

vest .....

vest.....

J .  W. GOTT, 2 and 4 Union Street, Bradford

Printed and Published by G. W. Fo o tk , 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C.
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