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very a sort sy mPAthy which Christians find it
reli • d,flRcult to exercise. I mean sym pathy with a 
first °n d‘^erent from their own. W hen Christianity 
iyere*Cfjaie into vogue, and its scholars (such as they 
o\Vn' beffan to write com parative estim ates o f their 
of thCreec' and *be Pagfan system, they were guilty 
Greeu Sr°ssest unfairness towards the faith of the 
C0ni0oc j nCl  ^ omans> Justin M artyr, for example,
Pa£anil?~ essays of maundering criticism ofsanism • .? ^
Underst, ’ i 'y ithout understanding, or attem pting to 
tion. f j"d: h ,s true nature and its true place in civilisa-
the one^ and b‘s colleagues regarded Christianity as 
5 niatt ^enu'ne religion, and all the rest as false. As 

er of fact, no religion is false. Each religionN y to^pk r , ’ , o ---- — ------  ------  ----» ----
DlJt in ho Ialse doctrine and retail myths to the crowd,
"’ho ent essence it is true to the instincts o f the people 
as »0. ,ertain it. It fits their character. ------:a"''g0o j >u it nts their character. It provides
5  t0u l P hilos°phy as they are capable of. If you 
Ĉaractp  ̂ L6r a People’s religion, you must alter their 
p> le ’s ’ -both moral and intellectual. To alter ar.w s 1 uiiu uiiuiiuuiuau XV-» aiLVi «
P°ssible hvai acter is certainly possible, but it is only 

^cu-nSe m their
c'1an»D̂- means o f a change in their environment and 
cl°rs. ,._In their education. W hile neglecting these

l'1an, 

> 4
you ̂ - y o “ cannot permanently clap a religion on a 

i'- - 11 may fix a linseed-poultice on his chest, and
°ff. 7  oa the surface o r id s  thought. B °th  w dj c^ e_ 
H pJ 'v*sh all the current popular rehg.ons t o j  , 
priripkl but I w n-r ------------
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TkVant Pbe Process to take place on a sound 
ne form and texture of men’s thoughts
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. ouihed before it will be o f any avail to modify 
S'OUs m et:..,.:__  I.. .1 • _ r__In this work o f modifica- 

ment of a humanist ethics and thedevelo'p StltUtÌOnS^  of
 ̂ V.

some men and some peoples are more 
'ts o'y. than °p-vfrs- Ja Pa n embraces new ideas more

Of * VJt n • , — —
pl̂ J. c0llrse Critlcal Freethought are necessary factors
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d o lic i > h,na» and Iceland will (I hope) renounce

"$el ln& ati ‘y*canwhile, Christian missionaries are ex- 
c|>aeSs eff0 1,llinense amount o f money and pains  ̂ in 
ejce acte>-. r. s to change creed without changing 
Afy Plified •'el us take the case o f W est Africa, as 
C >  A,..',0. Miss

. ÛClQrv 1 --- ***“  V‘ ~--  #
> .  l°nff before W est Africa yields up its

M ary II. K ingsley’s recent IVest
lV cnt annT'i- 1 °  this lady’s w ork there is an 
Vi °nnecte i . b>’ M. le Com te C. N. de Cardi, who 

M. tje , . ' v*th the N iger regions from 1862 to 
t-ardi puts the situation very clearly when 

Tli,
an ^ unicbtitbese.people [of Old Calabar] have been ir 
a- . Und.. l,On W if k  ....... r  . . .......„Under Furopeans for at least two centuries,
tO' M is s io n * n, ûcnce for upwards of sixty years, 

iii> î°r tho I__*as been established in their principal
•¿ifnt0 see0 ° f  fifty years, it was a common

ftu* Ûra

"■  verv r lan llesh offered for sale in the market 
* I’roto,-, ,ew years of the establishment of the

i3 L 6ss of cChar̂ e s , says M. de Cardi, which prevent
\ ' S|h 
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tra,.'adi

• °f au*ts tho^Ar Propaganda. First, the native 
'"•its thin,^ r can mind, accounting for the
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l'ho KS’ .fc|l or pleasurable, bv the presence 

io, e I'etKt, . . . . . .  • . . I .  k,.
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lKterC(j et,!ib philosophy is kept goin g  by a 
a ono ^ stem ° f  Ju-ju priests. These priests

V ^ i v 0«51 mfh,TUn!cati° n with each other, and exert 
tv tlenco r»t> *1. • • .* ... lUn .Vû/Yfr»

. *1̂  „  • J  * J  g * --  I
ini ‘̂n c o m ,,111.1 op l he country to another, and
rii tihe. • _ ^Unipa*îrt„ .. *aL ... .t. otirl ovnrt

• th, M*lU6f|Q ■ ' "  WMW*. «---- ,
p.‘‘ > ir e nati ve ,e 0,1 .tb e  imagination of tire Negro. 
iC^Oski^er tk,!’ k.r,a&e custom is polygamy. Ann ~ • - * * - ----- it.-.^w v' wo*-vyt“  v~'j » —--j’
^  shin «f , uie birth o f an infant, retires from the°-o ” P Ofk n,rtl1 Of at:

944/  ° f her husband, and spends two years in

nursing. The man would be wifeless if he had not other 
women to conduct his household. Then, again, a woman 
is not permitted “  at certain times ”  (this phrase of M. 
de Cardi’s evidently alludes to the menstrual period) to 
prepare food for anybody but herself. A plurality of 
wives guards against this inconvenience. It might 
seem feasible for the husband to cook his own meals ; 
but such is not the native habit, and a man feels safe 
only when his food has been served up and tasted by a 
wife as a testimony o f the absence of poison. Thirdly, 
the negro middle-men on the coast are anxious to 
prevent the intrusion o f white men (missionaries in­
cluded) into the interior. They fear the white traders 
will rob them of their occupation by m aking their 
brokerage unnecessary. Thus religious, social, and 
economic agencies form a barrier to the efficient spread 
of the Christian doctrine. The same agencies would, 
doubtless, thwart the work of a purely Rationalistic 
mission. But my present point is to indicate the igno­
rance of human nature and sociology which renders 
Christian activity in W est Africa (and elsewhere) both 
feeble and ridiculous.

All this preamble leads us up to K in g  Pepple. This 
personage furnishes a quaint illustration of the absurd 
side of Christian evangelisation am ong the pagans. 
Pepple was the negro K in g  o f Bonny some forty or 
fifty years ago. A  small civil w ar occurred in his 
dominions, and Pepple found a haven of refuge in 
England for four years. The Christian public and the 
gospel press patronised him, and he conceived the plan 
of raising ^20,000 for the conversion of Bonny to the 
religion o f the Holy Trinity. His appeal was unsuccessful. 
How much money he was able to raise M. de Cardi does 
not inform us. But good fortune has preserved for us 
the verses which Pepple says he recited in order to 
touch the sympathies of the British nation. Here is the 
opening s ta n z a :—

Beloved brethren, young- and old,
1 come to-day to ask for gold 
To help the missionary coons 
Who brave Bonny’s hot simoons.

Tooralooral! rich and poor,
A pewter plate is at the door.

My opinion is that his Majesty was not the author of 
this remarkable poem.* It betrays its European origin. 
There sparkles in its lines a sense of humor which the 
K ing of Bonny might appreciate, but was probably 
incapable o f expressing even in British slang. However, 
the problem is a nice literary question, and yve almost 
need the aid of a H igher Criticism to unravel it. I omit 
the second verse for fear of infringing a possible copy­
right, and I pass on to the stern warning conveyed in the
third :—  , .

And then it must not be forgot 
That hell is wide and awful hot,
And gibbering fiends around us grin 
With joy to see us tumble in.

Tooralooral! don’t forget,
The Devil he may have you yet.

This is Miltonic in its massive terror. The interjection 
of the “  Tooralooral ”  has a weird effect, all the more 
impressive because one cannot divine what on earth it 
means. Nothing, surely, could be better calculated to 
unloose Christian purse-strings than the terminal couplet 
o f the fourth verse :—

Tooralooral ! lip us a bob,
To help us on our holy job.

• M. de Cardi leaves the question ambiguous, though he 
quotes the entire composition ; and Miss Kingsley is silent o
the subject.
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Unless, indeed, it were the searching interrogatory of 
the fifth stanza :—

Tooralooral! are you willing 
To subscribe another shilling?

K in g  Pepple (or his hired poet) understood the value of 
climax. A s he draws to the end o f his appeal he strikes 
an increasingly melodious and insistent note :—

If you will help to save the nigger,
Your crown of glory shall be bigger,
More white your robes, your sandals smarter,
When we shall meet above here-arter.

Tooralooral ! psalms and hymns,
Cherubs sweet and seraphims.

This m ight seem an Olym pic flight beyond which neither 
European nor African genius could soar. But the 
resources of pious fancy are not exhausted. There is 
a higher brilliancy to come ; and K in g  Pepple leaves the 
reader amid this splendid blend o f music and rainbows

Fields of glory, floods of light,
Sweet effulgence, angels bright,
Sounds symphoneous, jewels rare,
Streets of gold and perfumed air.

Tooralooral! fellow-men,
Hallelujah 1 and Amen.

The “ T ooralooral,”  though it failed to draw in the 
^20,000 necessary to imbue the natives of Bonny with 
the principles o f the Nicene Creed, appears to have 
aroused a good deal o f friendly interest in the pros­
pects o f the royal evangelist. K in g  Pepple’s British 
friends subscribed ¿£900 to charter a vessel to convey 
him and his queen Eleanor to the N iger coast. Pepple 
reached Bonny in A ugust, 1861. He had surrounded 
himself with a suite o f nine Englishm en and two English­
women, one o f the latter being entitled Maid o f Honor 
to Queen Eleanor. T o  all o f these persons he had pro­
mised substantial salaries. The salaries were never 
paid. Pepple’s suite lingered at Bonny for two or 
three months, and then, assisted by the generosity of 
some o f the Bonny River merchants, they returned to 
their native land. Pepple died a few years later, leaving 
his debts unpaid. His fame, however, rests secure on 
the merits o f a poem which, in all likelihood, he did not 
write, but in the public adoption o f which he displayed 
an insight as unique as it w as discriminating.

F. J. G ould .

Justice to Freethinkers.

In the Nineteenth Century for A u gu st appears a well- 
written article by Michael M acD onagh upon “ The 
Evolution of the Parliam entary O ath .”  W e are 
exceedingly gratified to see that the writer gives a fair 
and appreciative account o f the part Mr. Bradlaugh 
played in the important stru ggle to obtain the legal 
right to affirm instead o f sw earing. It has been our 
duty so frequently to complain of either the “ conspiracy 
o f silence ”  upon the part o f the press o f this country 
tow ards Freethinkers, or else to point out its gross mis­
representation of their w ork, that it has been a pleasure 
to us to read Mr. M acD on agh ’s ju st tribute to the 
services o f the great English Freethought leader. To 
those who thoroughly appreciated the indomitable 
courage and untiring labors of that undaunted fighter 
for liberty, the facts adduced and the words o f approval 
recorded by the writer in the Nineteenth Century will be 
enthusiastically welcom ed. O f course, the article con­
tains much information as to events which took place as 
far back as 1563, when members o f the H ouse of 
Commons, before they could discharge any legislative 
duties, had to take an oath o f Suprem acy and Uniformity. 
At a later period, what w as termed the “  Gunpowder 
Plot ” occasioned a long and com plicated addition to 
oath-taking. It w as in 1610 that the words were added 
— “ upon the true faith of a Christian,” which shut out 
all but Protestant believers in Christianity from Parlia­
ment. „

Before the year 1829 the amount o f sw earin g imposed 
upon a man who aspired to a Parliam entary position 
w as enormous. A t first he had to take the oath o f 
A llegiance and Suprem acy before the Lord Stew ard, 
then he had to repeat the same at the table o f the House. 
Besides this, he had to take the oath o f Abjuration, and 
also tô  make â  declaration against transubstantiation, 
invocation o f saints, and the Mass. It w as in the year

1829 that a special Parliam entary oath w as made 
Roman Catholics, but it w as not until 1833 that 2) 
Protestant Christians were permitted to affirm. A 
w aiting many years, a Q uaker in the person of J°seL  
Pease w as allowed to affirm and take his seat w 
House o f Commons. In 1829 Daniel O ’Connell, a ^
being elected several times an<j having made a 
at the Bar o f the House, w as the first Roman Cat«
who sat in the House since the days of the Revo 
After twelve years’ stru ggle the Jew s were admitt®^
1858, under a Sessional order, which had to be r_ePetfi,s 
every session up to the year 1866. A  com pronusyV » vi ̂  *-*i '  ‘ V j  —  *    — ------1' J.-*
then made, by which the Commons were at li?erL
admit a Jewish member, and the Lords were at
exclude a Jewish peer, 
incident thus : “ It w as

Lord Campbell alluded to tb'5

as much as to say to Ik*

Commons : W e know  that we should be damned  ̂ •
but w e j i(agreed to admit a Jew  to sit am ong us, „

you authority to allow. Jews to sit am ong you> ,, 
you please you m ay do so, and be damned to y °u- ^ 

Mr. M acD onagh gives numerous examples 0 ^
w ording of the oaths which were in former times
posed to be necessary to support the Governine,^' ^
K ing, and Religion. Those oaths concluded 'vl m  
famous line, “ So help me G od.” T o  show the ^  
o f this oath-taking, it m ay be mentioned that ^1 
A ct o f 1868 abolished six hundred oaths which ha u
taken, up to that time, by officials outside ol Pa *̂t®
The oath which members of both Houses...... .............................. ..... .. ............... ........had
w as then reduced to the follow ing more 
dimensions : “ I, A. B ., do sw ear that I will he b*
and bear allegiance to Her M ajesty Queen i(;
heirs and successors, according to law. ¡̂ch "j

1 rG od.” This w as all that survived of a form
deemed necessary to protect Church and king/j ^

\ f
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Sherbrooke is cited as saying that every Peer r\\aflel 
Commoner w as already, before entering y  „• ‘ 
bound to bear true allegiance to the *  ( ¡¿¡6$.]( 
Germany, France, and Am erica neither oath Ilia to1 
tion is required, but only a declaration of ha 
Com monwealth. jh

The writer o f the article in the N in e te e "^ ^  .jt
devotes considerable space to recording the •„ts^
Bradlaugh took upon the oath question. 
how the member for Northampton had to s_ r,J’, ifls •member for Northampton had to s ® 
after year, and to bear the most unjusti i:parli^y
before he could serve his country 'pr^tjjii1 
Referring to the disgraceful treatment Mr> g; u 
received in A ugust, 1881, Mr. M acD onagh d y t!i*
this time he w as violently seized at the 
fourteen policemen and ushers, hauled . jj

with a host o f his enthusiastic followers 
then describes the conduct of the ejec __ „len uesermes me conciucr 01 in'- ■> . f » n** „or 
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“ain is necessary from anybody, although, ju d gin g  from 
requent reports appearing in the newspapers, certain 

magistrates do not seem to be aware of this fact. W e 
c°nfess that it appears to us strange that the very men 
• 0 are appointed to administer the law  should be 
'|n°rant of the fact that Charles Bradlaugh, the 
•^cularist, made affirmation a strictly legal form in 
,?‘s country. Even if he had done nothing else for 

e general good, this service alone entitles him to be 
foiled on the list o f the nation’s benefactors. So long 

as îme ° f  the Commonwealth, Crom well wrote 
sufrl' men were w illing to serve their country that w as 
Affilc>ent, independent o f their opinions ; but until the 
p lrmatl°n Bill became law  it w as quite impossible in 
¡nA and to act on his intimation. Christian barriers to 
ter- ectu<al freedom, and the forced practice o f adminis- 
\c. y  justice with theological exactions, were by that 

°r once and for ever broken down and destroyed. 
ti0n '??*' aPpear strange to many o f the present genera- 
Parlia"at any persons should have been excluded from

_s w as another instance of orthodox incon- 
w*ng the great difference between preaching

Chri^ent in “  Christian England ”  for w ishing to obey 
'he „ s COr>imand to “  Sw ear not at a ll.”  But such was
i n * 6' Thi
* ¿ > ^ 0  _ _________ J L —  -r-.— -
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The Twilight of the Gods.

& is as rem arkable as it is unpleasant.%  si|a''ty ° f  error ....................... ‘” ‘v 'Ise it to-day,
, P®ry to be easily held, one may -1 • ever to-

" p  ’lt rearing its head as " „ a r t  becomes a  .....-s Cut it into tw o, and each l ■
F  '6trr, °e‘ Grind it to powder, < 

n. enough strength to flourish
V  yfaKtv? 1
i S r J .  ...» power o f falsehood ; j e t  ^  have 

F f  stronger than the former. Me 
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a few grains will 
anew in all their

W e hear much o f the power of truth 
power of falsehood : vet the latter

Pn bla!!e‘r fello>,11Uirnet the’1- deaths in the attem pt to 
l; Heri. tea f0r s have had their reputations blackened 
tL 'hat lS the F ,ntur'es> and been handed down to 
¡(¡j1*1, ,j'i'ave bej es* characters, as the result o f the 
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Vcr here than in other directions.

A t all events, students of religious history can readily 
trace in the grow th and decay o f religions certain well- 
defined stages where the same features a; e observable, 
however much they may be disguised by local covering! 
All religions take their origin from the same type of 
mind ; their rise to power is usually by the same 
methods ; and their decay is due to exactly the same 
set o f causes. There is a Greek story, paraphrased and 
put into verse by Tennyson, o f one who received from 
the chief deity the gift o f immortality, but not that of 
eternal youth. And, as time went on, the poor fellow 
grew  so shrivelled and so unsightly that, out o f sheer 
pity, the gods converted him into a grasshopper, and 
thus gave him a fresh youth. Pretty much thè same 
moral holds good of the Christian deity. He may 
possess immortal life ; he certainly lacks perpetual 
youth. He, like Tithones, has grown old, and his 
power gradually less. The thunder no longer roars 
at his bidding, the lightning no longer strikes at his 
wish ; the winds and w aves have slipped beyond his 
power ; and his creator, man, is striving to give him a 
fresh youth by altering his form, so repulsive has the 
old one become in the sight o f all.

W e are, as I have said, simply repeating history in 
much that is goin g  on in the religious world, and 
nothing will show this more conclusively than a brief 
study of the w ritings o f a great classical writer— Lucian. 
In Rome, seventeen or eighteen centuries ago, the 
observer m ight have witnessed in many respects very 
much the same condition of affairs as can be seen 
in Great Britain to-day. There were present the same 
extremes of wealth and poverty, rank and degradation. 
Visitors were there from all corners of the civilised world, 
and numerous writers found ample and congenial 
employment for their pens in satirising the vanity of 
fashion or the abuse of wealth. In religious matters 
the parallel w as still closer. The most diverse and dis­
cordant religious sects were to be found within the walls 
o f Rome. Osiris and Mithras, Zeus and Jove, Odin 
and Jehovah, Buddhism and Zoroastrianism , all had 
their representatives in that Rome which seemed to 
sw allow all without assim ilating any. All religions 
were free to come and go, provided they did not threaten 
the national security. And over against these repre­
sentatives of all the religions were those who stood as 
the representatives of their negation. The oft-quoted 
statement of Gibbon, that to the philosopher all religions 
were equally false, and to the statesman equally useful, 
undoubtedly represented a grow ing fact in Roman life.
It is not alw ays the case that a man gives up one 
delusion to embrace another, and many o f those that 
had rejected the religion they had been trained to believe 
showed but little inclination to adopt any other. The 
poem of Lucretius, Cicero’s essay “  On the Nature of 
the Gods ” — both written about the same time— show 
pretty conclusively the strong antitheistic feeling that 
then existed ; while in the writings of Lucian there is 
not only a good presentation of the case against funda­
mental religious beliefs, but they are directed by as 
powerful a satire as was ever wielded by Voltaire or 
Swift. Altogether it was a period when superstition 
ran into some o f its wildest excesses, and when reason 
put forward some o f its loftiest claims.

Lucian was born at Sam osata, not far from Antioch, 
between 120 and 130 a .d ., the precise date of his birth,
•is o f his death, being uncertain. He was born of poor 
parents, and at the age of fifteen was apprenticed to 
an uncle, a sculptor, a profession at which Lucian is 
said to have shown marked ability, particularly in 
modelling small figures of gods such as were set up in 
front of houses. D estroying gods during the latter part 
o f his career was thus, in some sense, an atonement for 
manufacturing them at the commencement. His stay 
with his uncle was, however, but brief. He gave up 
all intention of seeking eminence in that direction, threw 
himself into study, travelled widely, practised for some 
time as a lawyer, studied philosophy m the schools at 
Athens, and finally became a follower o f the Epicurean 

F w n n h v  and a close friend of that Celsus whose 
attack upon Christianity was so powerful that the Church 
destroyed all trace of his writings, save such as were
preserved in O rigen’s reply. .

Most of the w ritings that have made Lucian famous 
w ere  produced after he had reached his fortieth year, 
and these consist chiefly o f satirical dialogues dealing

U



54« THE FREETHINKER. A ugust

with the customs of society, the unwarrantable preten­
sions o f the different philosophic schools, and the ridicu­
lous nature o f religious beliefs. All the absurdities and 
impostures of his day were lashed by him with a 
strength o f satire that has seldom been equalled, and 
hardly ever surpassed. And his satire and ridicule
stung and worked for good where elaborate logical
processes would have failed to make any impression. 
Like all men who have refused to attack falsehood as 
though it were som ething too sacred to be roughly 
handled, Lucian’s w ritings gave rise to bitter antagon­
isms. The superficial, who were unable to see that his 
ridicule w as only a covering for a burning hatred of all 
falsehoods, cried out that he w as only a mocker. Lucian 
was far more than that. Underneath most of his satire 
there is a serious note which tells o f a clear, brave, 
manly mind, intent upon d raggin g  imposture into the 
light o f d a y ; trying, as his immediate predecessor 
Persius said, “  to pull the old woman out o f men’s 
hearts.”  Honest endeavor after truth, or genuine 
desire to do good, he never satirises. In one o f his 
dialogues, in which he represents himself as being 
chased by all the philosophers, he says he is a hater of 
imposture, o f falsehood, o f pride, a lover o f truth, o f 
beauty, o f sincerity ; and there is little reason to doubt 
the truthfulness o f his confession.

Nor was he disliked only by the pagans whose religious 
beliefs he satirised. The Christians found him just as 
little to their taste. For one o f the most valuable 
features o f his theological dialogues is that they held 
good not only against the decaying pagan religions, 
but also against the rising creed of Christianity. But 
one need pay little heed to what religious advocates say 
concerning the enemies o f their faith. In ordinary 
m atters it m ay be a good rule to assume that a man 
is truthful until he is shown to be a l ia r ; in theo­
logical controversy it would appear to be just as good 
a  rule to assum e that a man is a liar until he is shown 
to have spoken the truth. It w as Erasm us who said 
that those who spoke evil o f him, “ one may be sure, 
were those whose festering sores he had probed.” For 
centuries Christian ignorance and bigotry buried both 
his name and his w orks. He was brought to life again 
at the period o f the Renaissance— the period when so 
many found in pagan literature an antidote to the sickly 
dogm as o f Christianity. From  then until now he has 
won recognition from some of the ripest scholars of 
Europe. Erasm us spoke loudly in his praise ; Rabelais 
and Sw ift were largely indebted to him ; even Jeremy 
T aylor borrowed from him the opening paragraphs of 
his “  H oly D yin g .”

All o f Lucian’s dialogues possess the qualities o f wit 
and grace, and all may be made to yield valuable lessons 
if read aright. T o  Freethinkers, however, there are 
several that are o f special interest, one o f which, 
entitled “ Zeus the T raged ian ,” * I propose outlining, in 
order to give non-readers o f Lucian a taste of his quality, 
and because it shows more clearly than any other how 
well this ancient Freethinker fought the superstitions of 
his day, and how essentially unaltered the religious posi­
tion remains age after age.

The opening scene of the dialogue is placed in heaven. 
Zeus, the chief deity, is discovered much perturbed in 
mind, and, being pressed for the cause o f his uneasiness, 
explains that the whole Pantheon is in danger o f extinc­
tion, from the fact that people are ceasing to believe in 
them. Strolling about the city o f Athens, he had come 
across tw o professors disputing. He says :—

“ I found a good-for-nothing scamp of an Epicurean 
named Damis, and the respected and excellent Stoic, 
Timocles, arguing together. Timocles was perspiring 
with eagerness and hoarse with shouting. Damis was 
turning him into ridicule and driving him distracted with 
his coolness. The subject of discussion was ourselves. 
Damis maintained that we had no concern with men and 
their doings, and almost denied our existence. Indeed, 
this was what he meant, and many of his audience 
applauded. Timocles took our part, passionately and 
indignantly. lie  argued well of Providence. He was 
not without his friends, but he was unequal to his

every 
ordered

«imuui ms menus, Dut ne was unequal tc
w°ri{.......The party in favor of Damis grew larger i
moment, till, seeing what was likely to happen, 1 on

* 1 he best English translation of this dialogue is to be found in 
1- roude s Short Studies, vol. iii. I quote from that translation, .and 
have also borrowed his description of the dialogue as a title for 
hese articles.

up night to bring the meeting to an end, leaving tn
finish the argument to-morrow.......You see the ais^
.......From men we desire our glory, our honor, a ^
revenues. Let men once conceive that we do i’ot. 
or that we have nothing to do with them, an d '11 ^  
incense, and prayers will cease to be offered to us; afj 
shall he left sitting idle here in heaven, banqu®^^

u it concerns us all.......We
single man, either to continue as we are or to 
mere names.”

C
(  To be continued.)

ceremonies at an end, perishing of hunger, “ “'don» 
us all, gentlemen ; it concerns us all...... We depe*1̂

CoHE*

T h e i s t i c  I n s i n c e r i t y .

T he New York Evening Journal, stimulated see"1":
è

■ ol<iby the death of Ingersoll, has been filling its.CL"- 
with a discussion on Atheism. And as the disc |
and its mode o f conduct adm irably illustrate a “ S t

is penphenomena in contem porary journalism , it 
worth a passing notice here. fentlf

In the issue of July 25 the discussion is npP‘ ^  
opened, and there is a large heading on the 

Laurence Gronlund Answ ers an A theist.” The®^
a letter signed “ T ru th ,” and prefaced by the edi ^  
the remark that it “  unfortunately voices the sen 
of many unhappy men and women who are_disc ^
by what is evil in the world, and who lack the --  ^  
which would enable them to see that society« .j,# 
building or an animal in its incomplete stage, is uj. J  /  

though its ultim ate end and deS wtand repulsive, though its ultimate end and
beauty and pleasure.” 
puts the Atheist view, 
follows :—

Then follows the letter 
and o f which the g lS

“ If God is everywhere, why does not lie let
show up just to give us a chance to look at H* 'jp e r:l

“ If He is the Ruler of the rulers, why does
such a misrule as we are affected by nowadays • 

“ When He did create the first man, if ‘4 ! .
tfC1

v v lie n  u t  u u i  c r c d iu  m e  i i r s i  m a n ,  ** . . pc** p

He was a philosopher, why did he not create m* ĉlj -
It would have saved him a good deal of trouble, ¡̂ ĵf\Q 1*
keeping account of all the prayers of every s**’&,

him li‘s
dual in order to be able to designate 
deserved place in the new’ world. .

“ Why does He let so many good
. i/ 

d*c,;>

hu nger, w hile in the very next door others 11
lu xuries (w ith m uch to spare) that M other
produce ?

“ Let the people generally understand jhjd 
want any more humbug, but light and truth- _

This epistle is crude enough to rouse a 
it m ay be a product o f the New  
But though the writer, either naturally or
assum es an unpolished and som ewhat vulg’^ ^ t v ..• 1 > :

H ow  are they

Co>n"‘{ ' ‘p Ì
able. <  g f

points are legitim ate enough.
The editor tells us that he has got 
Gronlund, author o f The Co-operative 
and The New Economy, a thoughtful, aL- . p „ 
m an,” to reply. And Mr. Gronlund’s - th;*1’,i- 
with a great flourish and in much larger 
first letter. Here it is, and it is worth rep 
f u l l /

Mu.  G k o n lu n d ’s R eply

“ This is a very foolish letter on 
rcntly very honest man.

God ’ fro*’1 a*1
ii

est*?1
“ The gist of the letter is that three qu? ¡Jet
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- - !  • These

• > -t CV. ^not
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and what He has done for us.’
If God exists, ‘ why does he not show up- 
a chance to look at H im ?’ ‘ Why did S(J . 
first man perfect ?’ ‘ Why does He L
people die of hunger ?’ uat i”1,0d  /

“ This letter simply goes to pr°v® j 0p e . 
amount of harm Colonel Ingersoll m* geS| j J  
but honest people by his attacks on $
other Bible characters. -ictio*1 ",|v *V'

“ Religion properly means the conv .¡cllla, >
' and .P.,nrtaby-our relation to the universe,

. . .j__, ___ _____ se— to Go
as a matter of fact, Moses, Jonah

■ P,
mystery in the universe -to God and *^ (he ^'jti^^

du .".“ j v y
worthies have absolutely nothing t0 
viction— that is, with true religio*1’ 
has taught half-educated people tha 
he has terribly injured religion. >

“ And yet Colonel Ingersoll muff 1 
done great service to religion p..;,ie, "  j jn b1 
followed in the footsteps of Thomas Ve|ieVC° 
he professes to venerate. For I’a**1
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on fi?r d!19i and never even suggested that his strictures 
nateD f • *n least invalidated such belief. Unfortu- 
t00 > jor him, lie published his ideas one hundred years

beca 10 c!uestions ° f  our correspondent are foolish, 
^  ase fkey show that he does not want any mystery, 
Jjn educated people have learned that thè more they 

“ tin 16 £>reatcr actually becomes the mystery.
Why does not God ‘ show u p ’ " -----  '

1 si ' ,Tlanifesting itself as a mighty 
w. UP>’ and we cannot look at it.

da;iv "J not u o it ’ show u p ’ / Well, electricity is 
1 oi,” 'Matnfesting itself as a mighty force ; yet it does not 

UP> and we cannot look at it.
1'ans i/y, ^'d , Ge not create the first man perfect? Per-naps f ... i , ---»'»'-“ I.'' mm man [jviitw 1 t v. 1 -
■Wain not nave been a good thing for mankind,
canie t aPs G°d. could not have done it. J. S. Mill 
time . c°nclusion that God cannot be at the same 

„\y "mpotent and all-loving.
That i'/n permit good men to die of hunger?
When'* not fau lt; that is distinctly man’s fault.
reniedv Uu P^°Ple have grown sufficiently wise they will 

<( ^ that.
question f16 cx‘stence o f God is a lto g eth er too deep a 
he will 1 °r ° Ur corresP°ndent in his present condition ; 
pernin i,-lavc, j-° kn ow  a  good deal m ore before he can 

"Mt him self to doubt it.
Ip s “ L aurence G ronlund.’

Pass with*"fSpects d l*s Protlnction m ight be allowed to 
Mr. Gronlund seems to be one 

to regard Free-
0f.theVclaOUttOmment.’ M r‘ Groillulu 
igniters a Ŝ ° P aP°logists who pretend o 
ls ?ooti o ' utl:er fools, and im agine that any nonsense
>tisonlyenaOUgh w ’dl w h>ch to confute them.
ti°n,'bi’,f a Pretence 
>tcan .Ut caa
|eP>y;
ltl!>

O f course 
It is intended for orthodox admira-

1 harmn u°n^  ma^e die freeth in ker smile, though 
? “ T  beget respect. F or w hat is Mr. Gronlund’s

•»e ravoii c i-  ............1__ . /--.i__1
th,

gersoli m  raves f ° r half his space about Colonel 
°ugh n’ . oses> Jonah, and “ other Bible w orthies,” 

^Ptioned - ° ne these individuals is as much as
er. a" ' / 16 êtter to which his purports to be an 

gersoll “ . ’ dlen> there is the old stuff that if Colonel 
ĥorrias Pah,°U,!d ^ut have followed in the footsteps of

> v ,
In,

¡f°uhtless plne’ l̂e would have done great service, and, 
. Mr. q * a.raecl Mr. Gronlund’s approbation. Though, 
°ubtless hn Und had lived in Paine’s day, he would, 

,0t110 PreviQVe ° een f° ui’d recommending Paine to follow
h'?ersoll W°,Ufs retormer. The fact, however, is that 
n i h p “ *« follow in flip fppfetnnc Potnp Thpmac

^°ught ofPhtCtÌCally  abreast o f the current philosophical
flow in the footsteps of Paine. Thom as

N d,s
sibl

1 [  Qj.'  1 .  J  U 1  L U C  C L U 1 C U L  [ J H l l U O U p u i L a i

It ; ls aRe i and that is exactly what Ingersoll 
red yea U Paine who published his ideas one 
Pusheii^ t0°  ?arly, but Mr. Gronlund, who, having 

to i n k e r s  \ Pajne’s work and the w ork of the early 
iki °ctr>nes .°. Paine’s position, now com fortably owns 
k j’ ‘f enut' .llch would have brought ruin to him, pos- 

fo,^ her0es1<rla*;ecf hi Paine’s day. The praise o f the 
°'1'" who" CJleap’ and the courage o f the camp- 0nly appears when the victory has been

“o\ver 
von, r''> is

j î ^ w a

Wv ,St' fffi t °  llle ^rcat answer to the poor, ignorant

^ H eV ^ r^ iv e
Atl^’ vcrbiage about M oses and Jonah is

&0od
e b,een

htin

... answer— that “ perhaps it would not
> and tlA 00d tld«g ior mankind ” to make them 
êr— a Perhaps Omnipotence cannot preventipotence cannot prev 

the iC.0P'e h':;:up,y beneath notice. It seems that “ when 
Pen!iK'stingd; ° »frown sufficiently wise they will rem edy” 
We j ” foS0,iI 0rder- B at “ infinite wisdom ” made “ our 

Tuenia'n b and even some of them tricky. So
’■ V C ' l e "!•St,

Mil] is C-C’ o f course, by Mr. Gronlund to John 
ciSe. r°nlundtnip,y  one more foolery or one more trick. 
W band the rin° Ws perfectly well that the god criti- 
" limb ^ o d o f 5̂  vvbicb he w as pretending to defend 
neitLted liahir.0 . 1° dox belief. No one dealt with the
H e ffihere no u' god of M ill’s hypothesis, which is 
Sati$f Cr the r d' ere as a subject o f serious discussion.

with w rl“ odox believers in New Y o rk  were 
W T h .if ,,n Mr. G 

'-rt
het’^ber too"and bimself, “ the existence o f God

ed.'vith w rtbodox bcliev 1  ___
if thp,* r‘ Gronlund’s defence we do not know,e y wQ-  ., . But

is

°r ?, > if  thev ' ^ ro n lu n d ’s defence we do no t I 
J lL  .t f>ron!.'Ve,re\ th c y  m ust be easy to  please, 
'hn her . nd h im self, “ the existence o f  Gtoo H -*****owi, LUC CMM-WULW wi x. ~~ —
S  n 11 haVe ?ep a question” in his present condition; 
V i ertnit him t0, 1{now a good deal more before he 
a lity a g 0 -|S|L  ̂ believe it— and, in addition to 

The m°re in .a deaI more, will have to train himself
U£ly imnCandor and straightforwardness. 

r>eallV ’rus to th e'Ssion> however, which the whole episode 
/ ffiost U,tter insincerity of the present age, is 

Jo*rtUii  u ,clepressing. 1'lie editor o f the New  
in all probability, “ believes” as

f l  th
Se :

th<  ¿ Ç r s o i i  
“ out

who,
Aitilo,T “ ’ cannot introduce a discussion on

posing as orthodox, and talking of

the “ unhappy men and women ” whose Atheism he 
insinuates is the result o f ignorance. All this, o f course, 
lest he should be suspected for a moment o f heterodoxy’, 
though the transparent cant of the whole thing one 
would imagine to be as revolting to a sincere religion­
ist as to an “ unbeliever.” And then Mr. Gronlund, 
with all the pomp of b ig  type, patronising an honester 
man than himself, and solemnly propounding nonsensical 
“ answers ”  with an air o f cocky superiority as though 
he were really a profound philosopher. Verily, this is 
the age of make-believe. W hatever they were in 
mediteval times, at least they were sincere ; it was the 
sincerity o f ignorance. They accepted the most ridi­
culous nonsense, perhaps, and bowed down before bits 
o f wood. But they really believed in the nonsense, and 
thought the bits o f wood miraculous. T hey were really’ 
in earnest— for the most part. But to-day’ everybody 
seems sham m ing, everybody is shuffling, everybody is 
pretending to be som ething they are not. The priest 
is sham m ing to the congregation, and the congregation 
is sham m ing to the priest. The editor is afraid that if 
he does not sham lie will lose his readers, and the readers 
are afraid if they do not sham their neighbors will 
octracise them. And so the g igan tic hypocrisy goes on, 
and everybody is afraid o f everybody else.

The fact is that one o f the main functions of Free- 
thought to-day is to bring back intellectual sincerity to 
the world— the plain facing of facts and the fearless 
proclamation of beliefs. And, if for nothing else almost 
than this, honest men to-day ought to rally to the Free- 
thought flag. For under it alone do men think freely, 
under it alone in the intellectual world to-day are Truth 
and Courage, and to it alone belongs the future ; it 
alone has the promise and the potency of the mental 
regeneration of the world. F rederick  R van.

Acid Drops.

G h osts are very shy creatures. They do not like appearing 
at all in daylight, nor even at night in much-frequented 
places. You never hear of a ghost in Cheapside or the 
Strand. If one is reported anywhere in London, it is far 
away in the suburbs, where the houses are not so thick 
together and the gas-lamps are fewer and farther between. 
Generally speaking, ghosts turn up in secluded country places. 
The latest apparition has been visible at Dryfa Bridge, near 
Lockerbie. It was tall and white, and was surrounded by a 
luminous halo. It was seen by a young man, who ran half a 
mile after meeting it. O f course, the event has “ caused a 
sensation ” in the neighborhood. But nobody thinks of 
inquiring what precise state the young man was in before he 
started running. ___

Glasgow Town Council has decided by an overwhelming 
majority not to open its Picture Gallery on Sundays. It is 
thought that, if the Glaswegians spent any part of the blessed 
Sabbath in looking at works of art, they would have less 
respect for the godliness displayed by such pious gentlemen 
as the late City Treasurer. ___

An old lady has written to Mr. Arthur Balfour offering him 
a handsome allowance, payable quarterly, if he will swear 
never to play golf on a Sunday. The Eastern Daily Press is the 
authority for this statement, which there is no reason to doubt. 
The old lady apparently is prepared to pay for her fad, which 
can hardly be said of a great many of the Sabbatarian bigots, 
who would willingly bar other people’s enjoyment—if they can 
do so at no expense to themselves.

Which really is the day to be kept “  holy,” in the sense of 
being devoted to the service of the gods ? With the Christians 
it is Sunday ; with the Greeks, Monday ; Persians, Tuesday ; 
Assyrians, Wednesday ; Egyptians, Thursday ; Turks, Friday; 
Jews, Saturday. The institution must be Divine ; there is so 
much uncertainty about it. ,

The Life and Remains of the Rev. //. R. Quick, recently 
published by the Cambridge University Press, contains some 
interesting matter. The reverend gentleman was a school­
master and afterwards an inspector, and knew what he was 
talking about when the subject was education. He did not 
care much for the religious element in public education, and 
he points out that the rich people—who, by the way, regard 
religious teaching as so necessary for the lower classes— do 
not set very much store by it themselves. “ This religious 
element,” Mr. Quick wrote, “ is hardly thought of in the 
education of the rich, and nobody knows or even thinks about 
it when a son is sent to Eton, Harrow, or Winchester.” Mr. 
Quick was a boy at Harrow, and the religious education then 
consisted of one lesson a week from Watts’s Scripture History.
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Mr. Quick has left a lively picture of a diocesan school 
inspection. “ You ask God,” the examiner asked the pupils,
“ to forgive you as you forgive----- ?” This produced a snout
of “ Him.” The examiner quoted, “ Teach us thy works to 
do,” and asked, “ What are his works ?” Chorus: “ Miracles.” 
Asking about the name Joshua, the examiner said, “ It’s the
same as another name, isn’t it? That name is Je-----?”
And the universal reply was “ Jehovah.”

We are continually being reminded that this is a Christian 
country. The strong feeling aroused by the alleged marriage 
of Prince Lobengula and a white lady shows clearly the 
contempt with which white Christians view “ God’s image 
carved in ebony.” If the lady had married the Prince of 
Darkness himself, the outcry could not have been greater.

Believers in a Carpenter-God are always prating about the 
Brotherhood of Man, and actually have the impudence to 
pretend to love their enemies. Their treatment of the 
colored races shows they do not understand the meaning 
of fraternity, while their treatment of Freethinkers shows 
as clearly that they cannot even respect their neighbors.

Those purists, who have taken Rudyard Kipling and other 
popular writers to task for the somewhat bloodthirsty ideas 
found in their books, would do well to overhaul the hymn 
books. These “ spiritual ” productions fairly bristle with the 
word sanguinary written in the vernacular.

One of the contributors to the Daily News discussion on 
“ Is Mr. Kipling Profane?” points out that there are “ passages 
in the Bible which one would hardly choose to read before 
boys and girls.” He might have said that there are passages 
in the Bible that no one would dare to read before boys and
girls. ___

Reviewing Sir A. C. Lyall’s Asiatic Studies, the Daily 
News remarks : “ O f course, the enlightened statesmen of 
Peking do not believe in this religious system of theirs. 
The system is an organised hypocrisy.” No doubt. But 
may not the same be said of the enlightened statesmen 
and the religious system in England ? Gibbon’s great 
epigram cannot be too often repeated. The religions of 
antiquity, he said, were held by the people as equally true, 
by the philosopher as equally false, and by the statesman as 
equally useful. Credulity is the mother, bamboozlement is 
the nurse, and oppression and plunder are the trade to which 
the child is apprenticed.

Pastor Meyer, of Christ Church, Westminster Bridge-road, 
has been speaking in the great Gospel Tent, in New York, and 
seems to have accommodated himself easily to the intellectual 
atmosphere of the place. He told a story of a saloon passenger 
on the Campania who was a Freethinker, and who kindly 
dropped an orange into the lap of a poor old woman who was 
asleep at the steerage door. When he came back that way 

.she was awake, and she said the Lord had sent the orange in 
reply to her prayer, as she couldn’t eat the stuff they gave her 
in the steerage. But the infidel explained that he had put the 
orange in her lap himself, and that her Heavenly Father had 
nothing to do with it. “ Ah,” she said, “ but you’d never 
have done it if he hadn’t put it in your mind to do it.” The 
infidel had no answer, and he walked away silenced. “  Y es,” 
exclaimed Pastor Meyer ; “ it’s old mother’s faith that you 
can’t answer.”

Well, it is not easy to answer the old woman’s faith ; indeed, 
it cannot be answered, simply because it is unanswerable. 
She asserts what cannot be proved or disproved, and a pro­
position of that kind is no subject for debate. But it is easy 
to ask questions on the lines of her faith which Pastor Meyer 
will have some difficulty in answering. Why, for instance, 
did the Lord send that kindly impulse to the “ infidel,” and 
not to o»e of his own “ true believers ” ? Why did the Lord 
stop at that one orange ? Why did he not suggest to the 
ship’s authorities, who were probably Christians, that the poor 
old woman ought not to be given stuff that she couldn’t cat ?

Pastor Meyer clings to the old woman’s faith. Naturally. 
There is a lot of the old woman in most preachers.

Dean Saffcureuter, late Roman Catholic instructor at the 
Salford \\ orkhouse, has been dismissed by the guardians for 
' improper conduct,” whatever that means. We suppose it is 

the usual clerical weakness.

Judge North has delivered the ridiculous judgment from the 
bench that Lord Rosebery is not the proprietor of his own 
speeches. He lays it down that the copyright belongs to the 
reporter who took them down. This is making the parasite, 
so to speak, the lord of the superior organism. But anything 
may be expected from Judge North. He is the Roman 
Catholic bigot who sentenced the editor of the Freethinker 
to twelve months’ imprisonment for blasphemy, after grossly 
insulting and browbeating him in the dock, and playing the 
part of prosecuting counsel on behalf of his friend who is 
now Lord Chancellor.

What are the wild waves saying ? The number of aI?’a.L) 
and professional soul-savers on the sea-fronts at the PnnC'L, 
seaside resorts who are shouting about hell leads one to h  
pose that the waves are everlastingly speaking of a sav s 
theology. ___

that
kno"'Jesus of Nazareth made the mistake of supposing 

Providence takes cares of birds. Ornithologists *- 
differently. Birds perish wholesale every year, espec • 
during their migrations. They are also liable to n 
accidents. The other day, in a heavy thunderstonn, 
hundred rooks were killed by lightning at one _ PlaW]at 
County Monaghan. No instructed person now believes 
there is a special providence in the fall of a sparrow.

Mr. Eugene Stock, in the third volume of his Hisl0̂  
le Church Missionary Society, registers the compla»] w 
le Salvation Army in Ceylon “ caused sorrow and anx.1.t|aJis, 

_ ngling out villages in which there were already CTuw,.'1 
and seeking to draw those Christians to their owngdtfg5

It ‘ , 
boast«That is what the Salvation Army does everywhere, 

in recruits from all other denominations, and then 
the progress of Christianity. ___

Canon Cheyne’s recent sermon on Miracles is Pu'3!*ŝ ri's 
substance in the New Age, and the reverend gentle^ 
reported as saying: “ When you thoroughly probe ‘l def­
eated man of this generation you find, unless he 
herent thinker, he does not believe in miracles. M 
Cheyne even says that the wonderful works recorde J 
New Testament cannot now be accepted as actual hist® y ̂  
that “ this view is accepted by eminent living theolog* tti£ 
............................ ' ' " I f  this be tru“ ie*historians, by clergymen and laymen 
said theologians and clergymen hold precisely me 
as that which was held by Thomas Paine. He told t 
and the clergy persecuted him and his followers 
greatest ferocity. Now the clergy teach what he taufe 
swear they discovered it.

Christ said “ Woe unto ye rich,” and “ Blessed be } f# 
The clergy know that this was only the Blessed 
The average income of every beneficed clergyman in j[Tljtate 
is over ̂ ,400! whilst the right reverend Fathers-in-G 
the poor Carpenter on the incomes of princes.

-----  . 4 0"'£li
Burglars visited the house of the Rev. Rich<ir |)e 

curate of Rhosddu, a suburb of Wrexham, win ,]Cd 
away for his holiday. They slept in his bed, " soC|tS 
his room, stole his razors, took his shirts an q-j,ey 
exchange for theirs, and drank his whisky. -cei 1 
appropriated his valuable pocket communion sC ^
several articles of jewellery. Altogether it was "  gCu 
haul to make at the house of a blessed-be-ye-p 
man. J ,

‘‘H
By order of the Minister of Education in the

idscommandment has undergone an alteration m 
slight addition, for use in the schools. It nowrea ' 1
thy father and mother, the Emperor ami his tW ^
days may be long upon the land which the . “11 
giveth thee.” The italicised words have actually 0
by official order. True, they are not by any n,c j  tl'eL ' 
• - - - -.... u ......u i ,  Writ, a nointerpolation that has been made in Holy Writ, ^  
probably quite as much the “ Word of God aS 
can rightfully claim to be. All the same, their ^  
at this time of day, is more than a trifle audacio

c0>lilt.
nr

serf*»

of America. In Winstead, Conn^^jt
have been revived, with c_ re a ÿ i

The old Puritan spirit is asserting itself w^b ‘l
I - — - 1, Conne ,t p ,

nth the
in some parts 
obsolete “ blue laws ” 
a few Sundays ago
twenty leading citizens were taken into CUSL'T ‘,foiiiV 
their Sunday dinners cooked, and thirteen n,c “ A

a number of cyclists for l ’I f  
—toujk_.lfid 1

wives*
place is Winstead !” exclaims the Christian
selves in durance vile for kissing their

we not worried in this country with Sabbatarian 
is nearly as absurd ?

f

Legal proceedings arc threatened against " n{jay  ̂
the Crystal Palace in connection with tbe,r. t;ng the 
which arc carried on for the purpose of assis•arried on for the purpose of assis is gA 
of Wales’s Hospital Fund, to which the Pf° ,i|ng ŝ \\ I“1,

, ‘ ho one of theRev. Canon Coles appears to be one of the.je_‘ jl0pe 
this opposition movement, which we hearti)_  ___ _ e    • . I.. niAfC * 1 iThe concerts, of course, are infinitely rn° rt 0uli  ̂ ûe 
anything offered in the gospel-shops either a' 
or elsewhere, and hence the opposition. J\.,icd a Ad ^  

n Canon Cole’s sincerity if lie aflo llosp'gf t'1 
that an equal sum would be contributed tor  event-
to believe in Canon Cole’s sincerity 
that an equal sum would be contribute — . 
by some other means of his devising in 1 
Sunday concerts being stopped.

Once more we have an example of ho«^
love one another. A few Sundays ago “

acked 1

& esetestai ”1

’ll tljc^ $
Osuna, in Southern Spain, were attacked 1 ^  ae?Je & 
three seminarists and a number of scx r t|,e P1 
others. The intruders attempted to drag
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res'T̂ t and *-° overturn the Communion table, but were 
the li ^  l̂e worshippers. They then retreated and pelted 
We c laPe' and adjoining- house with stones. Tlie proceedings, 
wi are to'd, were “ watched with approval by three priests 
stateWCre lurk ‘nS ' n the shadow of a  doorway.” The latter 
pro, - n t  is quite a fine little touch, added by an obviously

T'l T
of »1° j lcar °f Ashburne must be a remarkably cool perverter 
tntrntl r*i^. *n bis parish magazine he boastfully and quite 
to u m“"y asserts : “ Never has the State given one farthing 
R°mkl VtUrch ?*" St. Oswald at Ashburne. Never was a 
too rn 1 1 rSS sa‘  ̂ at ' ts altar.” These statements are quite 
R°misl \i '° r *-'le Christian World, which declares that the 
agajn f ‘” ass was said in the church from 1241 to 1549, and 
to pav '553 to 1559. “ The law compelled landowners 
besides /■  cs’ Part ° f  which the vicar receives to this day, 
Mh0se 'p0 a year from fbe Ecclesiastical Commissioners,” 
does tlipA u Were or|ginally derived from public lands. What 

Ashburne Ananias say to this ?
Th ___

r«gardL»0rd1.COntinues *° manifest his usual indifference with 
The elm ° i ” lc conve,iticIes specially dedicated to his service.

has been destroyed by fire, and so 
even ball t lat’ ‘t bad been a music hall with concerts or 

ets evcry Sunday, it could hardly have fared worse.

Parish'm* dlc rcccnt thunderstorms in Gloucestershire the 
'igh tn in T r .of Tin|cy> near Tewkesbury, was struck by 
d;in,a,rJj’ a pinnacle being broken off and the roof badly 
Sheprgth' *n South Cambridgeshire the parish church of 
0f “ Prov-̂ Vas aJso struck by lightning. The very houses 
'ulsions ■ ence ” enj°y no immunity in these natural con-

‘‘ p
The i>unih°nCCv” bas been active again in the West Indies, 
"'hile nia,,er 0b êaths reported at Puertorico alone is 2,000, 
tying fr. y.'nore of the inhabitants of the island are daily 

"  '«juries and privation.
____.

\[°*®ssion Stf rd*T. cruelty is not at all incompatible with a great 
1 c'thodist 1* r.cl'gious belief is shown in the case of a Leeds 
^ ’ imnri, Preacbcr, who has been sentenced to fourteen 

0 die Gosn°MTlei' t k'r crueby working a pony. This preacher 
Pel had been three times previously convicted.

Th, Qa -
5? the 'rc-i'1 Co ties ia having attacked the bishops attend*

as C0llclave of Spanish-speaking Americans at 
1 on’0'' biose morality, the Observatore Catholico, a 
at m ’ reP,;ed, declaring that the lives of the bishops

5 can
sent

resnn-“,at the conclave were above suspicion. brought
w i t h affirming that the majority of the instances,
fiieir •!" t0 Rome their mistresses, and, m some . 1 cmidren. t i.-- ■

bishops 
The Gazetta

1. uUren -p, . vases, aiiu, til some msumees,
blshons ‘ . that journal offers to disclose the names of«ops

‘ VVriter
ahainst whom it levels the charge

!°rt of‘X ' n. ‘ be Christian Budget, in the course of a 
bllch as ,a, against publicans—suggestive ol nothing

mad 
_ so 

IIow any
i{ „ ----  ---------- „ ---------- ants I am
v °W\  1’oor man, he must “ have ’em very

11,C “ as an ; “ «“ ,nst publicans— suggestive ot n, 
a.a" can u , attack ol delirium tremens— says : 
')Ul'V°ss to '| Christian and make or sell in toxic;.
hhj. Agj” pn°w .” I>o,
the a° b's sober at ‘dr‘ Foote’s Bible and Beer might bring 
■ nto ,m°u'U in At any rate, lie might just look up

"'ine for'n the Ne
Ti

r man evv Testament of Christ turning water 
a Mage guests who were “ well drunk.”

Mr ’i*11 Homid derv'ce adopted by George Muller, of the
“ Janies w  • at Bris‘ °> ‘ ‘ ' '

‘ does
a t j" “es Wri ri" *s resorted to by his successor,

16 d"“' ”riit—-namely, that of persistently advertisingi 1 at 1, --vs no» 1 t—v . . .
s°lelv.e does iln. at*vertise. He is publishing far and wide 

'theartswpr^ef ° rt t° publicity. Subscriptions flow in
0|elvn 

Plryds -v .cson to publicity" answersto
P i r ^ iac answers to prayers, and not at ̂ [  %vcck a  number 
Of ChrfTabout reliance on prayer. La* of a statement 
suppfetlan papers published more or R  , ers” m con- 
nec^d to them of “ Striking Answers to >

With the iw--1

li,-'0rdi,\voru ?f dona

°'phan Homes.

> t h 0r k insrcr tV0nSth.us Published ' s “  sent to the 
¡¿hat a b o y a s  ”  ° L se” ^‘.nS  >t to a  veterinary surgeon for a

'at

'p lV/ U * VVVi —--0 -
1. mhj nnf.,. , the orphans is very well, but
,,°rse attend, , 0rse ? Perhaps the pious donor has 
^ n^nian by the veterinary, and proposes toeniM., ; . ^  uy t-iiu veu 

1 whistle for his fee

to the S ast Parade Cliapcl at Leeds bas whom ll. ̂ d'  ftrc
conVe ’ °rth B ritish Insurance Conip- ’ urance n£a turned 
Will ¿  "d into offices. The work of S w  having W ̂

hisa w f°re’ stiu bc carricd ' company direC bt0 flrc hereafter, and the Comp 
n to fire here and now.

*1*1 - ——- ,
«wish fever runs high in nl

S i  o U’ Vlng  hi the Rue Slarcadct, aim /  "a morninir 
On« for -

ce. M. Bonnet, a 
Paris, was going«l,l\ ’ll" .n Ul'llllit , I i'.u. VWWVl, ----- , u w

n. nie iiiiif,!. '" e n  a man who had been following 
°d a dirtv T s CalIcd out : “ Hullo, that looks like revu,... y Jews ; I nlust Jo for him.»» The 

Ills
rcvoiVC;1- I must 

victim’s
do for 
stomach, and

man 
then ran
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away. The poor locksmith had to be taken to the hospital. 
He was not a Jew at all.

Captain Monro and “ Donovan ” contribute excellent letters 
to the Eastern Morning News in reply to W. Stephenson, who 
wrote from a distant seaside resort, where he is enjoying him­
self, against allowing the working men of Hull the oppor­
tunity of a tram ride on Sunday morning. The bigoted Town 
Council has resolved to discontinue the Sunday morning cars, 
and the noble Stephenson, the C. E. societies, the P.S.A. 
people, and other Sabbatarians, are clamoring for the total 
abolition of Sunday running. Poor working man 1 The 
upper classes are always looking after his morals and religion, 
instead of minding their own business, and going to heaven 
(or the other place, for that matter) their own way.

William Henry Duncan, mechanical engineer, has been 
arrested on a charge of attempting to bribe a London 
County Council official. Prisoner begged the prosecutor 
not to press the charge on “ an old man, in his seventieth 
year, on the verge of the spirit world.” At the same time, 
lie declared that, although his body was locked up in Holloway 
Prison, his soul was “ free and ready to enjoy the joys of im­
mortality.” In fact, he was “ adding stars to his immortal 
crown,” which, however, he was in no hurry to wear, if he 
could help it.

Rev. Thomas Champness, who has paid a visit to China, 
gave some of his impressions of it at the recent Wesleyan 
Conference. He spoke of the “ awful, dreadful need of the 
heathen,” and of “ the utter failure of the religion which did 
not come of Christ.” But, according to the Rev. Hugh Price 
Hughes, there are three million heathen in London. This 
proves that Mr. Champness need not have gone as far as 
China in search of heathen. It also proves the utter failure 
of religion which did come of Christ.

Mr. Champness declares that the qualities of the missionaries 
are John Bull pluck, plus Jesus Christ and the Holy Ghost. 
Where does God the Father look in ?

It is an old trick to suggest that a great man died in the 
faith of the Church of Rome. This has been suggested of 
the late Mr. Gladstone, chiefly on the ground of a statement 
by Mr. George Russell that the G. O. M. had in his dying 
chamber a picture of Newman, an altar, and a crucifix. Mr. 
Stephen Gladstone, however, denies this statement. He says 
there was no altar in the sick room, the small crucifix in the 
room was placed there by a friend, and the picture of Newman 
was merely one of several prints on the walls. We think Mr. 
Stephen Gladstone is rightly indignant at these attempts to 
make out that his father was a son of Rome.

Dr. James H. I’ettee, a well-known American missionary 
in Japan, says that there arc now about 40,000 Protestant 
Church members in the island empire. But, he adds, three- 
fourths of the students in the colleges are Atheists. Dreadful! 
Education will be the death of religious belief, if something 
is not done to stop it. ___

Mrs. Donald Campbell possesses a child-like confidence in 
God which must bc the envy of many of her co-religionists 
whose eyes have been opened to the rude facts of existence. 
She has published a book entitled Answers from Heaven. 
“ Glancing over these homely records,” says the Christian 
Age, “ we note that nothing is too trivial in Mrs. Campbell’s 
eyes to form the subject of a petition heavenwards— from the 
loss of a fur-lined cloak or a pet parrot to the reclamation of 
a drunkard or the founding of a philanthropic institution.” 
Well, notwithstanding this covGrt sneer, Mrs. Campbell is 
proceeding on strictly Scriptural grounds, though likely to 
encounter many disappointments which it would be difficult 
for her to reconcile with her faith. All the same, she is more 
of a Christian than this writer in the Christian Age, who 
seems not to have read his New Testament.

A great deal of fuss is made about the consecration of 
churches, and the idea seems to prevail that the buildings, by 
that ceremony, are made essentially superior to other struc­
tures of brick or stone. But the Lord does not seem to think 
so, for he lets the elements play havoc with them, just as if 
they had not been solemnly dedicated to his service. They 
stand no better chance than do other edifices against earth­
quakes, winds, waves, lightning, and fire.

This week we come across an illustration of the upper 
portion of the tower of a church in the peninsula of Jutland, 
Denmark. The remaining part of the church is comfortably 
buried in sand, which in that region has made very extra- 
ordinary encroachments. As God did not appear to take any 
care of his church, the stolid Jutlanders have left the building 
to its fate. They seem to have taken umbrage at what has
happened. -----

The Countess Schimmelmann has converted a “ savage 
Atheist ” to Christ. She tells the story in her own modest 
way. He was a leading man in a Canadian town. She
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preached in that town one afternoon at an open-air meeting. 
He stood and listened. Suddenly he flung his hands above 
his head, and cried : “ I believe in Christ, who saves me from 
sin.” From that moment he was a savage Atheist no longer, 
but a humble follower of Christ. Truly a quick conversion. 
But we will not rudely doubt her ladyship’s word. We can 
only compliment her on her powers of preaching, and con­
gratulate her on her convert.

In these days of New Criticism, when many a parson 
wishes to God that he hadn’t a Bible to defend, it is refreshing 
to find a cleric of the good old type, free as the air from all 
new-fangled notions. We have found such a one in the Rev. 
Dr. J. M. Farrar, of Brooklyn, U.S.A., who took the pulpit 
the other Sunday for the Rev. H. Elvet Lewis at the Hare- 
court Church, Canonbury, N. He said he was prepared 
unreservedly to accept the authority and text of Scripture 
“ without the alteration of a dot ” as being the revelation of 
the will of God to man. Now, that is what we like. It is an 
attitude that is honest, though ignorant ; far more manly 
than that of the other Farrar who is Dean of Canterbury, and 
not less defensible. O f this Brooklyn parson we may well 
say : “ Among the faithless, faithful only he.”

A wonderful plebiscite is in progress in the pages of a 
weekly Christian journal. The editor finds that “ the asser­
tion is frequently made that thoughtful people are losing faith 
in Christianity, and that the majority of men and women of 
this country are sceptics. In order to test this allegation, we 
have addressed inquiries to a number of representative people 
in high positions, and shall publish their replies.” These 
replies have yet to make their appearance. Tile only names 
so far given of those who have responded to the invitation are 
Lord Wolseley and Sir Evelyn Wood.

Now, what on earth do these two men know more than 
ordinary folks about the question of Scepticism versus Chris­
tianity? O f course, the whole subject is quite out of their 
line, unless, indeed, they gave us the benefit of their special 
knowledge on such phases as the battles recorded in the Old 
Testament, or the many and bloody wars of the Christian era. 
To solicit their testimony in a general way is like inviting 
the opinion of a musician on the work of an architect.

Rev. J. Darlington, vicar of St. Mark’s, Kennington, has 
hit upon a new interpretation of “ compel them to come in.” 
He has limelight Bible scenes cast on a sheet stretched 
between the two pillars of the church front. A crowd is thereby 
attracted, and some of them are allured to the service inside. 
Another clergyman, the vicar of St. Michael’s, Bowes Park, 
has adjourned from his church to the vicarage lawn, where 
seats were arranged for the congregation, who took the 
sermon al fresco. Who shall say, after this, that the clergy 
are not getting up to date ?

“ In connection with the Transvaal situation,” says the 
editor of To-Day, “ I have been greatly struck by the viru­
lence of clerical writers against the Boers. The clergyman is 
almost invariably a violent politician.”

Referring to the Cross which is fixed up in the Court where 
Dreyfus is being tried (heaven save the mark !) at Rennes, 
even the Sporting Times asks : “ Will Christianity and Charity 
ever stand together on the same platform ?” and denounces 
“ the hideous blasphemy of confronting a Jew with the sacred 
emblem of an alien creed, the while he is being racked and 
riddled, body and soul.”

According to the Afoming Leader, a Mr. Briscoll, who is 
the owner of Tara Hill, is resolutely digging there in search 
of the Ark of the Covenant, which is supposed to be buried in 
Irish soil. The Board of Works remonstrated with him for 
spoiling the scenery, but he keeps digging away, and is 
apparently determined to find the Ark or reach New Zealand.

Death of Mr. William Simpson.

Mr. W illiam S impson, the veteran artistand war correspondent, 
died on August 17 at Willesden. He was born at Glasgow in 
1823. Mr. Simpson was personally known to the late J. M. 
Wheeler. He was a very pronounced Freethinker ; a fact 
which is, of course, not mentioned in the ordinary press 
obituaries. Some of his writings on religion were printed 
for private circulation. Others, like the /'raying Wheel, were 
accessible to the general public. Mr. Simpson had been a 
very great traveller, and had made profound studies of oriental 
faiths ; and it is a great pity that he did not write more fully 
on the subject with which he was so intimately acquainted. 
As long ago as 1876 Mr. Simpson contributed anonymously 
to the Secularist, under Mr. Foote’s editorship, an amusing 
skit on the theory of the odd but by no means foolish Myles 
McSweeny, in which he showed that Myles was not an 
actual personage, but a sun-myth.

Special.

I am back in London, in good health and bright spirits, 211 
am proceeding with the formation of the projected Compan'' 
A prospectus will be forwarded as soon as possible to th°sC 
who have sent me promises of support. It will ulso 
printed in the Freethinker, with a fresh appeal to the pad)' 
in which I shall state my views of what may be done in  ̂
immediate future. All I have to add now is this. WliBe 
am still anxious to receive further promises, I am quite s< 
lied with the response already made at this unfavorable ti|1ie 
the year, and have little doubt that nearly all the norm' 
capital of the Company can be raised by Christmas.

G . W. F oots-

P.S.— The following are the promises of support 
received, the figure after each, name indicating the nu<n 
of £,i shares

Previously acknowledged :—

Mr
. Mr-

Ir. George Anderson, 500 ; A London Friend, 5°2 ’¡efnl, 
HoraceS. Seal, 200 ; Mr. Fr. Esscinann, 100; A Scotch * n̂,
50; Mr. S. Hartmann, 30; Messrs. John and James McGia qf,
20 ; Mr. Richard Johnson, 20; Mr. C. Girtanner, 2p > ,0] 
T. E. Green, 10 ; Mr. George Dixon, 10; Mr. C. D a '1 h j. 
A Gateshead Friend, 10; Dr. T. R. Allinson, 10; Mf‘ . }[<■  
Warren, 5 ; Mr. Joseph Barry, 5 ; Mr. Jas. Partridge, 5 ’ .■  
A. L. Brame, 5 ; Mr. S. M. Peacock, 5 ; Mr. W. H. Sp"'J  ̂
Mr. M. Christopher, 2; Shares to Mr. G. W. I-oote t jjf, 
1,000 ; Mr. Sydney A. Gimson, 25; Mr. W. HardakeL ’ 10, 
Joseph Guy, 15; Mr. B. L. Coleman, 10; Mr. L. Gjel1 j,’ 
Mr. William Bailey, 10; Mr. Peter Gorrie, 10; , Jf'eCn, 
Strange, 10; Mr. G. Langridge, 10; Mr. Richard L 5; 
Mr. Ab B „ 5; Mr. G. E. Lupton, 5; Mr. J. D, L e &  
Mr. J. H., 5; Mr. T. Ollerenshaw, 3; Dragon, 2, \ j r. O' 
M. Vance, 2; Mr. L. Leggett, 2; Mr. R. Alger, 2, yjr. 
Freeman, 2; Mr. T. A. Spivey, 2; Mr. C. Shepherd, ’ j, 
Harold Elliot, 1; Mr. A. G. Lye, 2; Mr. John Sum ,v,ii 
Mr. John Roberts, 3 ; Mr. J. Maling, 5; Mrs. ' ‘ 
Button, 5; Mr. David Mitchell, 5; Mr. Jesse O l i v e r ^  F- 
Mr. James Fulton, 10; Mr. H. A. Cumber, 5 >, «■  G.m1 
Brammcr, 5; Mrs. Martha Dye, 5 ; Mr. G. H., 1 ; Mr- ■ " , Mr*' 
1 ; Mr. Martin Wcatherburn, 5 ; Mr. James Neate, i  \ Jilt 
Neate, 2 ; Mr. George Taylor, 2; Mr. H. FoyseU  ̂ i; 
John Waller, s ; Mr. J. Bullock, 2; Mr. A. F. ,jini?>j 
Dr. R. T. Nichols, 10; Mr. J. Keast, 1 ; Mr. K-D  fochf. 
Mr. J. G. Thompson, 2 ; Mr. Albert Smart, 5 > '  tnia'1’ ( 
Carroll, 10; Mr! J. M. Day, , ; Mr. W. N. Sw f£ ff.C>.

irthwaite, 1 ; Mr. C. E. Hall, 5 ; Mr. George L- • . s0(ii >• 
r. H. B. Dodds, 2 ; Mr. T. Hill, 2 ; Mr. J. G. ' A 
r. G. W. Holloway, 4 ; Mr. Robert Jacob, 1 ° ! . ,

Garthwaite 
M
Mr. o. vv. nuiiuwciy, q , mi. i\uucn ~
Brown, 1 ; Mr. W. M. Constant, 2; Mr. G. *
James Davie, 10.; Mr. J. W. Dawson, 2; Mr. I e j; A 
2; M. A. Lewis, 2; Mr. David Watt, 1; M. , ' 1*
Luke Vickers, 2; Mr. J. Fish, 1 ; Mr. S. Ho'n ’ god 
J. W. Griffiths, 1; Mr. J. T. Embleton, 2; Se<£  pi 
Limited, 20; Mr. George Ennson, 5; Mr. J- -.jil<Y|il, 
Mr. Jas. Baker, 1 ; Mr. J. M. Mclnnes, 2; Mr-‘ j 5lj%> 
10; Mr. E. Wilson, 5; Mr. John Proctor, 10; M ■
1; Mrs. Mensbier, s; Mr. E. C. Cooke, 20; Mr- Ö f.  ' '  .etk 
2 ; Mr. J. Seddon, 1; Mr. Frederick Ryan, 4 ; Mr- j  G-1 jjr- 
3; Mr. William Barks, 2; Mr. Arthur Button, 5I* ,,ctrg, 5; p  
i ; Mr. C. Cohen, 2 ; Mr. C. Pcgg, 5; Mrs. M- b{vh;tta>
A. E. Eldcrkin, 1 ; Mr. J. Jones, 5; Mr. T. E

Tt ’ft#» * J0
A . L. tlderkin, 1 ; M r. J. Jones, 5; M r. 1. f  \  u pfU^ 5' 
IL F. Scsemann, 20; Mr. B. Dudley, 2; Mr. Jus I Q\bV̂  fl( 
Mr. J. C. Banks, 3; Mr. J. Oscar, 1 ; Mr. ^ ol,CruSoO. 'I 'v 
Dr. E. B. Foote (New York), 5; Mr. J- Ferg ^ rS, • #  
W. J. K. Rider, 2; Mr. Thomas Johnson, i f ,
Hutty, 3 ; Blackburn Branch, 2 ; Mr. Janies . Oefhtcif' 
David jones, 3; Mr. E. Jackson, i ; Mr- '\m|i;m\ V.
Mr. R. Slack, 2; Mr. T. Perkins, i ; Mr. »  ' y
2; Mr. HenryTrotman, 5; Mr. J. M., i; Mr. G- '^crt
2 ; Mr. G. Fryar, 2; Mr. F. S. Finden, 11 ‘ * 
io ; Mr. G. A. Lovett, i. Total, 3,119-

, -  . >'|fThis week's acknowledgments • |Cy,

Mr. George Brady, 10; Mr. Thomas jA ,
William Hewson, 2; Mr. II. B. Price, 1 > M -. M . I*
1; Mr. J. II. Bain, .; Mr. W. G arth w aite( Ä U ^ ’„ K v  
McGhee, 3; Mr. T. Shore, Mr. $■
Edwin Lucas, 2; Mr. T. Williams, 2; Mr* \ V\\,
2; Mr. James Waugh, 2; Mr. C. Mascall, 2 >
Bella and William Scott, 2 ; Mr. A. fiiis
Turner, 5 ; Chatham Secular Society, 5-~~1



THE FREETHINKER. 553August 27> 1899.

Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

G>Sgowber3’ Athe" æum Hall, L ° nd °n ; 10, South Shields; 17,

To Correspondents.

Mr- Charles W a t t s 's  L ecturing  E n g a g e m e n t s .—September 
3> New Brompton ; 10 and 17, Athenaeum, 73 Tottenham Lour - 
I?a<Ji 24. Birmingham. October 1, Sheffield ; 29, Glasgow- 

I2> Liverpool. December 10 and 17, Manchester. 
T™1 communications for Mr. Charles Watts should be sent 
lr° him at 24 Carminia-road, Balham, S.W. If a reply is 
Squired, a stamped and addressed envelope must be enclosed.

’ !?• Astbury_We are much obliged to you for your frank but
"id letter. You must not suppose, however, that we are 

Snorant of what men like Myers, Hodgson, and Sidgwick 
'e to say Up0n subject. But they are, as you yourse 

ee> '" a far higher category. We were dealing with what 
a? sa'd by one of the recognised organs ot Spiritualism, 
d our criticism was limited to the occasion. As to your 

b'ew ‘hat, if we accepted the belief in a future life, we should 
"more successful in our opposition to Christianity, we can 

rn , rrepl>’ ‘hat the belief in a future life seems to 11s to be the 
!ron' which all religions have grown. For the rest, we do 

t deny a future life ; we only say that we perceive no proper 
rpldcnce of it- Moreover, a future life which did not involve a 

G v  ,lonship to the present life would be quite uninteresting, 
have rn~'̂ '̂ e scans‘on °f y°ur ^nes *s defective, though the)UrtVp U1

Westm Gnt m concepdon.
wee|<INsiER Secular So c ie ty .—Your lecture notice lor last 
until \v a? 3a‘ud August 14, but it did not reach our office 
Post ,®dnesday morning. Perhaps there was a delay in the

k. S, Roc^C Ŝ ate ‘ he ‘act to prevent misunderstanding. 
Phising’ shS' i r Browning ’s reference w as to the Cenci in apostro- 
N<j doiih, ('.Cey and speaking of “ your superb achievem ent.’ 
'f not mo 'j %J >ro"'e l̂e"s  Unbound will be considered by many, 

-,Perhaps s . .  helleyans as ‘ he poet’s m asterpiece; but there is 
L J, i[ strength in the actual drama,

had se7n K rd° n?‘  share your view that the leaflet, which we 
e 0re> is calculated to do the N .S.S. or the Secular 

.̂ ent an  ̂ ^arm. Decent people— and the Secular move- 
dliterate vSin° ? ^ ers— are only likely to be disgusted with such 
°* auth* ^ar*ty* W e can hardly be expected to take notice 

».°Scillates w*10 simPly belong to a type of character that 
”*• Rog- et\veen the orison nrui thp Innatir* nsvliim.— the prison and the lunatic « y 1“ ™ . such a 

OERs.—lt is hardly plke the Mornvig Leader o s  rtiscd 
lnff‘o ‘hat institution? Midler’s Orphanage ,.s ity U is
sDi„ * common meaning ol the word. institution
that dly advertised in hundreds ot papers as the

J. H TsVer advertises. included you
for „ N— Thanks for the cuttings. We ha____ . ,. ....
sav ê hare. Th—  -----------  J».!’• Please 1 ' ,,cl c ls real

\V 1' span's •i?,;/lear 'hat you, as a Socialist, warmly approve 
■ He

There real need for advertisement,' as you 
— - you, as a  Socialisl 

'Vsqn e 0,1 Atheism and Socialism.

Gl,n'0l’e share« ?y° no‘e y°u hope that you may be able to take 
..Asg0\v "lt some future time.

H r,ê reshimr',I,,ER’—Pleased to hear you find the references 
' B- pR.CEg'
mffets he ,.n Prom*sing to take a share in the new Company, 
a e.St Ham wMi’U01 1,0 more, but hopes " all Freethinkers in 

S, successful ‘ do their best to help on what I am sure will be 
r “Orn i> Prom°tion under your direction and supervision.

V’ "P to our level.
GarTHw, Wosee no use in pursuing the matter further.'“vthw ' ” ,lu use 1,1 pursuing me mauer iunnei.

1 S"ares f0rVy*TE-—We have substituted your promise ol two 
J> S  Mne the «est promise of one.

T’ SH, 
Pri,IoRe..

JIIEE.- "Ihe 30s. has been placed to your credit.

Ad® of tw0ni.1,mis.ta'<e us- We are not of opinion that the 
- tage liesnìf botter than the price of one penny. The

>  
Sid,
.OsirjA'i'd means')GlC s'de ° ‘  ‘he latter. Only the question of 
"Jep,i.,e for the .as to ‘,e considered. A large circulation is

. l ‘ ‘e loss l’ ÇOfrress o f the movement, but a  very con- 
i ,re4J?|f Were „,0U d have to be faced for some time if a drop of

 ̂1 ••**uq tKp , - _
tle n s‘an(| u corner might have been turned if we had been 

'em ai strain longer. The new Company will be freeIçjj With '
' W  s|'all have!. ma“ er when it chooses.—The rest of your

Thank yaUention’
W’ ^Ak, 

- h Hdoe/‘ ARris. See paragraph.
'""cli e^'r.ttabute to Ingersoll is well written and 

’ Mcc,. "0'v- ' ’ Hl‘ would be rather superfluous in our
y°" e^OcH. -v>
n??.0tt iv??1 ‘ o tak? have booked your promise, and note that 
?..<* c a s h e s  |n,:lke more shares later on. Thanks for your
ifÄ ‘o s  /;
’.Phi,, "an be „ u r “  ’ w e r e
, * . Ä > o w  hi

can b,

for ‘“ ore snares later on. 1 nanus iui jo ,.. 
heffi° 1u,r success. You ask why Mr. Foote does 
» d -J W e reply that he will be very happy to

i . C *'"k th

eply
m in a central situation

aiH- V'tiip ‘*oie the new Company, says :
• R r|"fr m rCsponSl, ,P°scd capital will be applied for shortly. 

‘ ‘-Hji , ° hoIl(ia „ ruady made is encouraging enough, con-
tRRlN_ Tf  season of the year.”

‘ hanks. a

e WholeUke 10,1 shares

See paragraph.

Sam oth .—There is no good photograph of Ingersoll on sale in 
England. The translation you refer to was substantially 
accurate. Your own is more strictly literal.

A ndrew  Millar  (Paisley) quite too flatteringly says : " It seems 
to me that you are doing more for Freethought than any of your 
predecessors or contemporaries. The Secular Society, Limited, 
and the new Company are two great strides in Secular pro­
gress.”

James N ea te .— Pleased to hear that Mr. Rowney had line 
audiences in Victoria Park on Sunday ; also that the Branch 
propaganda there on Sunday evenings has brought out the 
religious opposition and made the place lively. Keep pegging 
away, as Lincoln said.

T. J. Pe r k in s, 12 Dovecote-terrace, Green-lanes, Wood Green, 
supplies the Freethinker and other Secular literature.

A. Froehel.—The Journal's translation of the French words on 
the urn holding Ingersoll’s ashes was rough, but near enough 
for the purpose.

J. W augh .— Mr. Forder could supply you with a copy of Mirabaud’s 
(D’Holbach’s) System of Nature. Thanks for your good wishes.

A. B. Moss.— Glad to hear of your good meetings at Limehouse 
and Stratford on Sunday. Such work must tell.

J. K ing.—We did not really suppose that any reader would tire 
of the “ Ingersoll Echoes.” You will see that we have done 
more in the same line this week.

H. R. S parkes.—See paragraph. Sorry the West Ham Branch 
could not join the general excursion to Littlehampton.

T. W illiam s.— It has been stated again and again that not more 
than 10s. per share will be called up in 1899. However, we 
repeat the statement for the sake of those who may still be 
under any uncertainty.

Papers R eceived .— Northern Daily Telegraph—Secular Thought 
—Sydney Bulletin—New Century— Public Opinion—Isle of Man 
Times— People’s Newspaper— Blue Grass Blade—Two Worlds 
— El Libre Pensamiento— Progressive Thinker.

L etter s  for the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to 
28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C.

L ecture  N otices must reach 28 Stonecutter-street by first post 
Tuesday, or they will not be inserted.

T he National Secular Society’s office is at No. 377 Strand, 
London, where all letters should be addressed to Miss Vance.

It being contrary to Post-Office regulations to announce on the 
wrapper when the subscription expires, subscribers will receive 
the number in a colored wrapper when their subscription is 
due.

T he Freethinker will be forwarded direct from the publishing 
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid:—One year, 
10s. 6d.; half year, 5s. 3d.; three months, 2s. 8d.

F riends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by 
m arking the passages to which they wish us to call attention.

O rders for literature should be sent to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stone- 
cutter-street, E.C.

Scale o f  A dvertisem ents :—Thirty words, is. 6d.; every suc­
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements :—One inch, 
4s. 6d.; half column, £\ 2s. 6d.; column, £2 5s. Special terms 
for repetitions.

Sugar Plums.

A nother Freethought Demonstration took place on Sunday 
afternoon in Battersea Park, Mr. Wilson’s brake serving as 
a platform. Mr. Heaford, who acted as chairman, led off 
with a rousing speech, and was followed effectively by Mr. 
Moss. Then came Mr. Cohen, who was much applauded ; 
and finally Mr. Foote, who was cheered enthusiastically. 
One parson in the crowd stood listening for some time, but 
he grew uncomfortable and edged out while Mr. Foote was 
showing that the money for Old-Age Pensions could be got 
out of the Church by reducing all the clergy to a week 
for a beginning. Miss Vance superintended the collection, 
and distributed some of the literature provided by Mr. George 
Anderson. ___

London Freethinkers will please note that the Athenmum 
Hall, 71 Tottenham Court-road, reopens for Sunday evening 
lectures on September 3. Mr. Foote will occupy the platform 
on that occasion. ___

The London Freethinkers’ annual excursion takes place 
to-day. A special train is chartered for Littlehampton, by 
the seaside, and the time of starting is made as late as 
possible, so as to suit the convenience of persons coming 
from distant parts of the metropolis. Mr. Foote will join 
the party at Victoria Station. Messrs. Watts, Cohen, Forder, 
and others will join it at other points. Full particulars of the 
excursion will be found in our advertisement columns. Should 
the weather be fine, as it promises to, -there ought to be a 
bumper gathering of “ saints ” on this occasion, with a goodly 
proportion of ladies. ___

VVe have to warn London friends against a misprint in the 
handbills announcing this excursion. The train is therein 
stated to leave Victoria at 9.35. The correct time is 9.25. 
The train times stated in the Freethinker advertisement may 
be taken as accurate. ___

We reprint in another column a “ Personal ” by our old friend

I
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and colleague, Mr. Joseph Symes, who edits the Liberator at 
Melbourne, and also preaches Freethought from the platform 
there. Mr. Symes left England in 1883, while we were 
tasting Christian charity in Holloway Gaol. He came up 
to the prison with a special order to see us, and our inter­
view took place in the “ cage ”  room. About six feet of space 
was between him and us, and two rows of bars, with a warder 
standing between them to “ supervise” the conversation. We 
have never seen Mr. Symes since, and we are delighted to 
know that we shall probably have an opportunity of seeing 
him early next year. We may have something to say later on 
about the pecuniary difficulties Mr. Symes has to encounter. 
He has been away for sixteen years, and has had anything but 
a bed of roses nearly all the time, and he is certainly entitled to 
a trip to old England.

Mr. Symes suggests that Mr. Foote should visit Australia. 
Well, that may be possible some day, but not just yet. 
Besides, how is Mr. Foote to meet Mr. Symes if he dodges 
off to Melbourne while Mr. Symes comes to London ?

Mr. W. Heaford is paying a visit to Porth, in South Wales, 
where he will deliver open-air lectures from September 3 to 
10. No doubt he will make a stir in the locality.

Newcastle-on-Tyne friends are desired to note that the 
local Branch’s picnic takes place to-day (August 27). Brakes 
will leave the Grey’s Monument at 9.45, and journey to 
Roker, where the Stanley and other friends will join the 
party. Tickets for the drive are 2s. 6d. each, and should be 
applied for beforehand to prevent disappointment. The 
secretary’s address is Mr. J. G. Bartram, 117 Morley-street, 
Heaton. Tickets can be had also of Mr. J. W. Mein, 225 
Shields-road, or Mr. T. Freeman, 1 Grainger-street.

’Tis but a cot roofed in with straw,
A hovel made of clay ;

One door shuts out the storm and snow, 
One window greets the day.

And yet I stand within this room 
And hold all thrones in scorn,

For here beneath this lowly thatch 
Life’s sweetest bard was born.

Within this hallowed hut I feel 
Like one who clasped a shrine 

When the glad lips at last have touched 
That something deemed divine.

And here the world through all the years, 
As long as day returns,

A tribute of its love and tears 
Will pay to Robert Burns.”

Mr. Joseph Hatton, in his latest batch of “ Cigar.̂ uS 
Paper,” hastens to modify certain expressions in his pre' ^ 
tribute to Ingersoll which seemed rather to disparage 
ability and methods of Bradlaugh. He ungrudg'1̂  
recognises that both were great men, with dissimilar 
which marked the individuality and originality of each.

Miss Lilie A. Goyne, 114 Anderton-road, Sparkbr
Birmingham, is desirous of speaking for various be  ̂ ¡s 
societies during the next few months. Miss G oyjj¡Sl 
headmistress of one of the Birmingham Board sC nt 
That speaks for her culture and ability. She has a Plc‘)fnil. 
voice and a most agreeable manner, and should be a11. aJy 
ment to the Freethought platform. Miss Goyne has a  ̂to 
lectured for the Birmingham Branch, and has been *nV1 e jn 
lecture again. Those who attended the N .3 .S. Confcrc 
the Birmingham Town Hall will recollect her brig111 
speech oil the question of Secular Sunday Schools.

The West Ham Branch holds no meetings to-day (August 
27), but is running an excursion to Stanford Rivers. Brakes 
leave the Broadway, Stratford, at 9 a.m. Tickets 4s. each, 
including meat tea.

We are glad to see that Mr. Charles C. Moore, editor of 
the Blue Grass Blade, Lexington, Kentucky, is a free man 
again. He was sentenced to two years’ imprisonment on a 
ridiculous indictment, but an agitation was raised against 
this atrocity, and President McKinley commuted his sentence 
to six months. Mr. Moore seems to have had rather a good 
time in gaol. He suffered neither the privations nor the 
indignities of the imprisonment to w'hich Mr. Foote was 
sentenced for “ blasphemy ” in 1883. He saw visitors nearly 
as often as he pleased, wrote as much as he liked, and practi­
cally edited his paper from the lock-up. Still, we are glad 
that his prison experience is over. We are also glad to notice 
that Mr. Moore has the sense and good taste to write like a 
sound-hearted Freethinker on the death of Colonel Ingersoll, 
about whom he wrote some reckless nonsense a few months 
ago. Mr. Moore is an idiosyncratic writer, though not 
perhaps as great a man as he occasionally appears to fancy 
himself. On one side he is almost a philosopher, and on the 
other side almost a crank. He is a man of impulse, and says 
just what comes into his head at the moment. No doubt he 
forgets much of it afterwards, and probably wonders that 
other people remember it. He is getting on in life, but we 
hope there is time left him to learn that attacking his fellow 
Liberals, just because they do not happen to agree with all 
his opinions or approve of all his doings, is not exactly the 
height of wisdom in the editor of a Freethought journal.

Mr. Bernard Gibbs, of Bushbury, Wolverhampton, writes 
to the Newcastle Weekly Chronicle: “ After reading the 
tribute of Mr. Joseph Hatton on Colonel Ingersoll, one could 
not help but look upon him with kinder eyes. Ingersoll was 
loved for what he w’as. He learned that love alone would 
uplift and transform mankind. He lived to love. His 
oratory, so rich in eloquence, so tender in pathos, so brilliant 
in wit, never carried him beyond the line of reason and con­
viction. He was so child-hearted, and yet so brave, that 
when surrounded by a sea of angry eyes he stood ‘ a pillar 
steadfast in the storm.’ ”

Another correspondent of the Newcastle Weekly Chronicle 
writes : “ Perhaps it is not so generally known that the late 
Colonel Ingersoll— 1 think it was about 1883— paid a brief 
visit to Great Britain. Whilst so doing, lie visited the land 
of Burns, and, while standing in the cottage where Burns 
was born, the ‘ mighty Pagan ’ composed the following 
poem :—

Tho’ Scotland boasts a thousand names 
Of patriot, king, and peer,

The noblest, grandest of them all 
Was born and cradled here.

Here lived the gentle peasant prince,
 ̂The loving cottar king ;

Compared with whom the grandest lord 
Is but a titled thing.

Personal.

A T rip to England (?). er-
For years past friends have advised me either to I’etÛ )e ol̂  
manently to England, or, at least, to pay a visit to 1# 
country. I have always cherished the idea of a 
never supposed I should go and settle down there. ppotfr 

Some few months ago I wrote to my friend, , 5ecoj‘![ 
editor of the Freethinker and President of the Nation* vis* 
Society, to say that, if possible, I should most h v 
England some time next year (1900). nj,

Mr. Foote, like himself, has treated my c°P}n ,vish, 
with all the cordiality and kindness I could possibly ^  Qoi 
done more than I could have hoped for. The A gjrttfj™. 
ference of the National Secular Society was held J jj)C r (li 
ham, May 21, and my name occurs three times >' {ê eci 
thinker report (May 28) of the proceedings. I ‘J1? ts 0 ,,,t 
for the twenty-first time one of the Vice-Prcsl . .„ust. '

caS3
Mr. Joseph Symes, one ot me society s v iu - ,, 
has been gallantly upholding the Freethought • • j ¡1 
bourne for the last sixteen years.

I he agenda paper prepared by the Executi' thc ftok 
motion re my visit, and Mr. Foote himself d‘ “ That cfil> 
kindness to move on behalf of the E x e c u t i v e J ° ^ f S  
Conference, being much pleased to hear tha aI1y ) ^
Symes hopes to visit England shortly, after s Cj|
absence at the Antipodes, hereby cordially invnc tj,infj. gj 
as soon as possible, and promises him that eve flipped 
be done on the part of the British Scculans s cn 
visit pleasant and successful.” This motioi ^  jji)
unanimously. . actiofl

To confess myself highly gratified by th s jjji
British friends is but human, and I beg to tc; rcSt j  ,¡1)
and earnest thanks to Mr. Foote and all■ p-e»
extremely fraternal manner in which the) 1
communication

If 1 can secure the continuance of the l-11’1 flick11 t y". _, .r ___ .,.,,1 raise sui* ,.cswabsence, get the platform supplied, and raise s“.cji, ne>lJ ,t 
to take me to England, I shall go, all bciiife . ^
leaving in February or March. great jf

But the three items I have named the1
present I know no one who would unde ,,ear ot, 1 beV>’ 
task of carrying on this paper for hah ‘l .¿„giant*’ js ^ t  
some good lecturer would take a trip *r<?in,„„where.', 
he could pay himself in Melbourne and c j \V°U

]}l6
one who will venture it ? Let us hope so. that 
a visit from Mr. Foote himself, but fear • ĝji, 
impossible. to ' f

As to the money for my trip, it looks 'J ^  present, jric 
raise it, and I will say no more upon tha ‘ p,cnetit 

No doubt a trip to England would be 
to Australian Freethought. . , thi»k ,f:cct ^

I shall be glad to learn what my fr,cna*a„ I oW 
they have anything to say upon i t ; r>or ‘ jo  • 
what my foes may have to say.

— T he Liberator.

tc

....S'
to
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Enlightenment from the Antipodes.

'P>oughtand the Gospel. By J. K. H ensHELWOOD (Melbourne, 
'ctona). (London : Partridge & Co.)

Rethought
Viet ‘

tLR01!ABLY no section o f thinkers in the whole world of 
ought are more w illing to listen to all that may be 
vanced against their opinions and cherished con- 

10ns than they who are variously styled Atheists, 
gnostics, Infidels, Freethinkers, and the like. They 
tĥ asure the strength of their position by observing 
^ k n e s s  of those by whom they are assailed. 
a .en they find that so poor a case can be made out 
fion'T*- them, they are naturally inclined to feel addi- 
in tl? confidence, if any such addition can be made, 
P„_, e.in c lu sio n s  to which they have been led by their
eaJ‘y investigations.
all nt®resting as it m ay be to old Freethinkers to read 
views at.fc?ntlnues to be written in support o f their------- ------ “ -V V “  -

s> it is probably still more interesting, or one 
w°uld rather say more entertaining, to read, as they 
aPpear, the various attacks upon those view s ̂  which 
fehgious advocates and apologists are from time to 
ln?® emboldened to m ake. .

Many published defences o f Christianity are such that 
the Freethought party m ight with advantage assist in 
their circulation. There are none that we need hesitate 
~~~°n the ground o f their supposed strength and effective- 

ess— to recommend thoughtful inquirers to carefully 
ead. An intimate acquaintance with all that can c 

said °n “ the other s id c .. is a  sovereign specific for 
tabihty of opinion during life, and a source of unshaken 
°rL ^ n?e at tke approach o f death. _

,1 hristian apologetics and Christian criticism ot rec 
. °ught necessarily vary in strength and ability accorc - 

g to the calibre o f their respective exponents. o u t 
iffu tlle weakest have the com pensating feature tha , 

they convey no instruction and fail to carry conviction, 
O y at least afford some m aterial for quiet amusement. 
anne ?I«fies at the puerility o f w hat is advanced without
7 .  intentional disrespect to the champion who, mis- 

Un lng his abilities or the strength o f his cause, has 
ertaken an obviously im possible task. _
Ir- Henshelwood is a Christian apologist who is 

asnd,er the impression that he can enlighten Freethinkers 
m to the inestimable value of the Gospel, and he has 

ade an endeavor to do so, but without the slightest 
o f & to success "  •’
- a “ s f ought, observing that the term “  Freethinker ” 

the Christ"r name ôr infidel.”  A s the real infidels are 
tkat whi ,;a,’S 'vko never do, and never can, carry out 
t° leaj t ' t Pr°fess to believe, the definition is likely 
cover sn°JiOI)fusion- Indeed, as we proceed, we dis­
p o n e  
n'mself ,
thought ”  ,a state o f absolute bewilderment.

He commences with a definition

.wuie 'nuch confusion in this advocate’s mind that 
h'niself 'V10 attempts to follow him will speedily find 
thought')? i*1 stat° o f absolute bewilderment.
Varietv ’ f f ae says, “  Proteus-like, assum es a 
°t Christi- °.r.niS-'' T his, o f course, is not equal

“  Free- 
great

ally true
each profan*-*T’ with its multitude of differing phases, 
article. Iessing  to be the only real, true, and genuine

“ JT
the oiie'eVC!" Freethinkers may differ from each other, 
rejectir, r>“ lnt on which they are all agreed is the 
There " of the as the only Divine revelation.
Wluch are some whose rejection is the result of causes 
cates Cinndcr, hopeless any efforts that Christian advo- 
to fi>e ki?n,!;!aj e to.. remove their unbelief or bring them 

■ There ; ' n°wledge of the truth as it is in Jesus.”fiei*g
»y^at dyplllc;tfiiiig mysterious about this latter sentence 
j- enShe|w s 11 m ean? It is really too bad 
\.as.h'On ^  ° a to express him self in such an 
\ r r,te all T, ’ 11 wc wish to be enlightened, w

id o f Mr. 
obscure

m ~ mi  ̂1 ■ ■ ~ *»«on tw a m —* ..0 must
eg d°ubt thC Way  to Melbourne for an explanation, 
in °rts ° f  -arc causes which render hopeless the
rar ance> an !^lst‘an advocates— lack of evidence, for 
inl'°na* th0 'rrec°ncilability o f Christian teaching with 
and' 'Ve learn and conduct. L eavin g  that dark say- 
c0a a>benabl lat " s° l ° ng( as the Freethinker is sincere 
" ,?rte°uS s e to argu m en t” — which looks like a very 
re 1 ere is iK,'^ c s tio n  that some Freethinkers are not—  
Ve S° n and fT-n°f ll' s ultimate arrival at the point where 

i.s’ ther^ i°Sfcthcr embrace the seeker after G od.”  
ho

G1* °n a llkely <
6 thinks i ° Untlation.

b a cacy '? alw ays hope, but Mr. H enshclwood’s 
°n a f  lardly like'y  to su ggest that the hope is 

n k " »  l.ooodation.
u inconceivable that any rational being,

capable of exercising his ratiocinative faculties a t all, 
can be an Atheist, and suggests that the w ay to show 
the absurdity of the Atheist’s position is to ask him to 
define the word “ G od.” This is a very comic reversal 
o f the ordinary procedure in controversy. The merest 
tyro would see that it devolves upon the Theist to define 
the God he affirms. Furthermore, he thinks that the 
Atheist should give a rational account o f the origin of 
the universe as it now exists. Here he assumes that 
the universe had an origin. If he is assured of that, it 
is for him to prove it, and to tell us about the origin of 
its originator.

Turning to the Bible as the revelation o f this assumed 
creator, Mr. Henshelwood calmly asserts that the 
“  attempts which have been made by such assailants 
as Bishop Colenso and the theologians o f the Tubingen 
School to throw doubt on the genuineness o f the 
Pentateuch, and of other portions of Scripture, instead 
of w eakening have tended greatly to strengthen the 
faith which it w as their aim to destroy.”  Surely a 
man who can gravely  pen such an absurdity as this 
cannot be a fair representative o f the modern thought 
of Melbourne. He says :—

“ From the days of Porphyry to those of Thomas Paine, 
and more recently those of Ingersoll, reason has been 
kept constantly at work to detect flaws and to discover 
contradictions, disagreements, mistakes, errors, and 
falsehoods in the Bible. Freethought has enlisted and 
hired her as Balak did Balaam to curse Israel, and with
exactly the same result........The fact that reason has
failed to discover contradictions in the Bible is of itself 
a proof of its divinity.”

This is enlightenment with a vengeance. No contradic­
tions in the Bible ! How many clergym en in the Mother 
Country would Mr. H enshelwood find to-day, except a 
few old fossils, who would support him in this lortg- 
abandoned delusion ? The truth is this Australian 
defender of the faith is so far behind the times, and 
his production is throughout so astonishingly w eak and 
ineffective, that one wonders how it came to be thought 
worthj) o f being reprinted in this country. Christian 
evidence at the present time must be in a parlous state 
when it relies on a reed like this.

F r a n c is  N e a l e .

Methodism Declining.

T he Rev. Joseph Posnett, of Leicester, brought some 
awkward facts before the Wesleyan Conference. He came 
armed with statistics, and the accuracy of his figures was 
not challenged. I le rose to call attention “ to the slow growth 
of their Church membership,” and bis speech clearly demon­
strated that Methodism is a rapidly declining force. The 
statistics are as follows : Forty years (from 1810 to 1850), total 
increase, 221,280; forty years (from i860 to 1899), total 
increase, 136,266. Comparing the last forty years with the 
previous forty years, there is a deficit of over 80,000; yet 
during the first period they only had half the ministers and 
half the chapels they have now.

The Rev. J. P. says these facts “ make him tremble,” 
and he threatens to write a pamphlet that some of his 
brethren will not like. The Methodist Recorder submits that 
Mr. Posnctt’s figures deserve “ prayerful consideration.” The 
only remedy that seems to suggest itself to Mr. Posnett and 
his colleagues is a return to the old discredited and disgraceful 
orthodoxy of which the Churches arc rapidly getting ashamed. 
We are to have a further instalment of the “ old doctrines.” 
The fires of hell have been burning rather low lately, but 
they are to be stirred up. Persuasion fails, so the parsons 
are going back to coercion and threats. Dr. R igg urged 
the preachers to “ go back to first principles.” “ Let them 
avoid poetry and literature and fashionable culture, and give 
the people Gospel preaching.” Very necessary advice. If 
folks get a taste of poetry and an insight into the delights 
of literature, they won’t relish discourses on Satan, with his 
seven heads, or Hell, with its never-dying worm.

Some of the speakers did not hesitate to blame Saturday 
football for spoiling the attendance at the Sunday morning 
services. I am afraid the indictment is true. The football 
and the bicycle have done a glorious work of emancipation, 
and the result is becoming very manifest. Everywhere 
interest in the “ Gospel ” is declining, and the people are 
taking “ the Lord’s Day ” into their own hands. A r? I-

I f  everyone who received a kindness at the hands o f 
Ingersoll should lay a flower on his tomb, a mountain of 
roses would rise on the last resting place of this great Free­
thinker.
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Ingersoll Gleanings.

T he Christian World, while admitting Ingersoll’s “ lovable 
traits ” which “ inspired hosts of friends with devoted attach­
ment,” calls him “ an erratic and brilliant Atheist.” Such a 
journal could not very well deny his brilliancy, which had 
been so handsomely acknowledged by Mr. Gladstone, but it 
felt bound to throw in some detraction, and “ erratic ” was a 
most suitable epithet, as it means almost anything you please. 
This is a trifling matter, however. It is still more regrettable 
to find the Christian World repeating that old absurdity, 
which did hard duty on the death of Bradlaugh, that a great 
Atheist’s philosophy is due to false conceptions of God pre­
sented to him in his youth. Critics who write in this way 
prove one of two things : either they have not read Bradlaugh 
and Ingersoll, or they deliberately misrepresent them in order 
to keep the mob of believers in countenance.

The San Francisco Bulletin gives a report of a sermon on 
Ingersoll’s death preached by the Rev. J. W. Hudson, pastor 
of the People’s Christian Church, Santa Rosa. Mr. Hudson 
was pastor of the First Christian Church in that city, but he 
was too liberal-minded to please the Board of Trustees, and 
he left the Church with about 150 members, who organised 
the People’s Christian Church and selected him as their 
pastor. Mr. Hudson contended that Ingersoll was a Christ- 
like man, although he denied the dogmas of Christianity. 
“ If there is a heaven,” he said, “ I expect to find him there.” 
We quote the following passage from Mr. Hudson’s sermon 
in its entirety : “ He was a sane force in our civilisation ; it 
is fashionable to say he destroyed what others built, without 
giving anything in substitute. A man is not bound to 
replace what he considers error and rubbish. His first duty 
as a reformer is to destroy it. Ingersoll did his first duty 
according to Ingersoll. But he was not only a destroyer, 
but a builder of what he thought a truer, a holier religion— a 
religion based on reason. He stood for a loftier Christianity 
— divested of much tradition called theology, and much 
credulity called faith. He lived a Christian, I repeat, even if 
dogma would not allow him to profess to be one. The pre­
ponderance of his influence was for good. He made himself 
felt through Christianity, and was sometimes unconscious of 
his influence. When his career was begun the whole religious 
world was against him ; when he died he merely stood with 
the advanced pulpits of to-day. There has been no other one- 
man influence of wider magnitude in nineteenth-century 
religion, differ from him as wre may. He was tolerant in the 
face of intolerance. What Christ was to Jewish bigotry, so, in 
his lesser sphere, was Ingersoll to Christian dogmatism. He 
left the Church the message of liberty of conscience ; he told 
it that the greatest blasphemy is to answer argument with 
calumny. His influence served to elevate the Bible from a fetish 
to a book. He tried to replace bigotry with a sensible humility. 
He dethroned the absurdities of a theological Christ, and gave 
us a Jesus who loved his fellow men. He uttered not one 
word against a hope of immortality. He arbitrarily swept 
away no man’s belief. He merely said * Think !’ and men 
called him a blasphemer."

More than 1,500 admirers of Ingersoll attended the Memorial 
Meeting at Studebaker Hall, Chicago, on August 6. Many 
veterans were present of the cavalry regiment which he com­
manded in the Civil War. Everybody dwelt on Ingersoll’s 
noble and generous character. Half the speakers, at least, 
stood as representatives of the Christian faith.

It is not true, as some of the Christians assert, that Ingersoll 
amassed a fortune and died a millionaire. He made money 
freely, but he spent it prodigally. His hand was always being 
dipped into his pocket to aid others. This was the motive which 
prompted his fine utterance on one occasion. Don’t be mean, 
lie said ; do everything royally; if you have only a dollar, 
spend it as though it were a leaf and you were the king of 
boundless forests. Such a man does not die rich. Indeed, 
his friends often looked upon his lavish generosity as a species 
of madness. And the result is, according to Mr. Farrell, his 
relative and publisher, that Ingersoll’s life-policy is prac­
tically tile only provision left for his family.

Here is an instance of Ingersoll’s open-handed benevolence. 
While he was living in Peoria a family of emigrants drove 
into the town and stopped to feed their team near Ingersoll’s 
residence. They were evidently very poor, and, though it was 
late in the autumn and cold, the children were thinly-clad and 
barefooted. Ingersoll (says Mr. Hammond, who tells the 
story) went over and chatted with them, and then took the 
children down town, bringing them back all warmly clothed. 
Provisions were got for them from a grocer, and some money 
was added to the gift. This same Mr. Hammond relates 
that he called on Ingersoll after a lecture, and the Colonel 
inquired about all his old Peoria neighbors, not excepting 
even their washerwoman. He was told that she was still 
living, but growing old and feeble ; and the Colonel gave 
Mr. Hammond a fitty dollar bill to give to the old lady when 
he returned.

Ingersoll was doing that sort of thing every’ day of his life 
His heart was as tender ¡is a delicate woman’s. He has been 
known to leave a rich client in his law office while he ran out 
to pick up a poor child he had seen stumbling in the street.

One story of Ingersoll’s kindness has its humorous side. 
We cull it from the New York Truthseeker. On one occasion 
a travelling preacher was hired to give Ingersoll a scoring’ 
He stood at the corner and talked an hour, not knowing that 
Ingersoll was in the crowd listening to him. When he hau 
finished, the Colonel walked up, took him by the hand, con- 
gratulated him on his speech, and asked him if he drew a 
salary for it. The poor devil replied that he lived on vc ' " ,"n 
contributions. “ By your clothes, you do not live we 
Ingersoll, and the preacher agreed with him. The 
took him to a clothing store and bought him a suit. Whej' 
he asked the name of his benefactor, and learnt it was I’ 1’ . 
Ingersoll, the preacher broke down, and said the Colonel h» 
more religion than the people who had got him to talk at tl'*1 
corner.

The following poem is by George Macdonald, of the b'-j 
 ̂ork Truthseeker; it is evidently suggested by the death a" 

cremation ot Ingersoll, and is well worth reproducing:—

II ” saiu 
Colonel

DEATH AND RESURRECTION.
There rests on our faces a grief, and over our spirits a pah > g( 
Death stalks for a season as chief; the Grave is the monarc

all. of»On the mighty has fallen a sword, on the humble the stroke

Our tongue is grown mute for a word, our heart is borne do"" 
a clod.

For a cloud rises ghastly and gray where the fires that incin 
burn, . aC|<̂

Consuming our Tower in a day, or an hour, and they g>ve D 
an Urn ; it

An urn and a handful of dust, and a hurt that endures tho f.
hide, . . sh»11

And hope that is less than a trust ot life where no trus 
betide.

Yet out of the ashes and cloud, heroic, and mighty, and va*a’s(. 
Disdaining the urn or the shroud, the permanent form is ,l l j0 th<

eel»»”

laining the urn or the shroud, the permanent lorm is ■ — fae 
Even one that in future shall stand, like that which we g»ve 

flame,
Nor death, with impertinent hand, shall even this image ret

Ingersoll had in his library a splendid edition 01 v _ 
and once, on being asked how much it cost him, hê  r"]Ys |> 
“ It cost me the governorship of the State of Illinois.’ ))itd® 
how it happened. Ingersoll’s gifts and character had 
such an impression while lie was attorney-general to the ¡,, 
that, when the Republican State Convention met at 1 ct 
1868 to nominate a candidate for Governor, it was f°un0f fae 
Ingersoll was already the first choice of three-fourths vils 
delegates. But his heterodoxy stood in the way, and .̂¡is 
hated by half the preachers in Illinois. So a comnut ^  to 
appointed to wait upon the Colonel, and to ask .ussip|1 
renounce his opinions,'but to avoid all religious tĥ t ,rjstjt" 
during the campaign. Ingersoll’s reply was charac .^¡j. 
He said that he was not asking to be Governor of ,gft v 
that he hardly knew if he would accept the nom11.1“̂  up » 
offered. But, in any case, he was not prepared ,to .MusetoP: 
jot of his right to declare Ins convictions from the la g t̂c- 
“ 1 would rather refuse to be President of the Unite jcJe*1 
than do so,” he said. That ended the matter, and 
of Ingersoll’s candidature had to be dropped.

------  V '1' ^“ Spiritualistic mediums all over the States,” the ■ ')i]VCrSj‘
Herald says, “ are busily arranging for exclusive lid 
tions with the late Colonel Ingersoll.”  The first 111 , l̂1» 
was a Dr. Franks. This gentleman, in a trance, dun ‘ 
he uttered what he affected not to know afterwards, ^¡0^ 
lot of nonsense in the name of Ingersoll. O nC . pT" |j, 
blunder was perpetrated. Ingersoll said (through 
that he had met Dr. Parker, of London, in the SP' , 
and that Dr. Parker had realised the falsity ‘>i " 'j.s'tliOuf|]l) 
he had taught on earth. No doubt the noble I"rllll,” %sife " 
that Dr. Parker was dead. But it was Dr. I’a -m ¡¡via#' 
died some time ago, and the Doctor himself is st<

___ tbe

Another appearance of Ingersoll’s, accotd> 
Spiritualist Progressive Thinker, was to “ one 0 t o^e
foremost and best-known citizens ”— or rather, ^ ce. .̂ .(i 
citizen himself, but to a lady medium in his Pre.sI1otf» 
medium’s name is not given ; the citizen’s nanie 
either. And this is some people’s notion of evade

-----  . t SP.iritvb^Mrs. Richmond, the famous and eloqueu ^ ¡11  ̂ .̂|i"
preacher, of Chicago, has also been into a tra 
Ingersoll spoke through her instrumentality* t ¡is1’ 
listened said it wasn’t at all like Ingersoll, __ ^
ingly like Mrs. Richmond. ^ yV- ^
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Flammarion on Spirit Delusions.

Ju a ca.ble message to the New York World, M. Flammarion, 
6 eminent French scientist and Freethinker, says :—

1 have not repudiated Spiritualism lightly. A serious 
naturally, always dislikes to admit that he has been 

th s , en all his life. As is well known, I have been one of 
»j toutest apostles of Spiritualism, 

die n wa7s believed I was having regular intercourse with 
wh 0t ler WOl'ld. Galileo’s spirit never failed to come to me 
nia n SUmmoned. His revelations about the appearance and 
in m'lerS .°f ^ie inhabitants of other planets were incorporated 
inst f  " ril'mgs always with the utmost confidence till modern 
SatuUrnent:S discovered five satellites of Jupiter and nine of 
a]' rn’ whereas what I believed was the spirit of Galileo 
eight S aPlrmct' to me that Jupiter had four moons and Saturn

nowAt,flf  i felt sure the astronomers must be mistaken, but 
inadm- -cY6 seen w‘tl) mY own eyes- Therefore, as it is 
inte ‘ssib,e that real spirits could err or jest, evidently my 
it franiT50 w‘tb Galileo was along delusion. I acknowledge 
faith in H ‘ln  ̂ w'tfiout shame, because I have acted in good 

<«Y this matter and refuse to lend support to error, 
belief •* niu.si understand, however, that I do not renounce all 
been n" spi,'bual manifestations, the existence of which has 
clusioi ™,vett beyond doubt. I have simply reached the 
sniriio 1- , sucb manifestations cannot be attributed tc

‘‘ I e ° f d?Ud peoPle-outsij *P*ain them by our power to throw a part of our spirit 
capabi 0 f° ursel.ves. This exteriorized spirit undoubtedly is 
cfiieru/’ °f jnoving material bodies, emitting sounds, and 

“ I se56 matters.
t° the dYd] *ona* Pro° f  that the phenomena so far ascribed 
the livin really emanate from psychic force projected by 
fined t * .  • "  *"act> the so-called revelations always are con- 
present |'n^s known, suspected, or desired by somebody 
strain n 't'kewise, when music is heard, it is always a 
present aYYi°us*y stored in the brain-cells of some person 
'setf sp'n-'t f exPer*ment. It is clearly the floating exterior- 

“ For ' °  ^la *; Pers°n repeating impressions, 
me, evb ample, when the name of Galileo was pronounced 

t'oti, anj  erjtly my exteriorised spirit was reflecting expecta- 
r.ealise it . 'V len scientific problems were solved, 1 now 
ti°ns " as only according to my own vague latent induc- 

“ I t ' •
cable des'lv^0f SI*3*e *° ^eve'°P new theories in the limits of a 
Prpofs tl,patL'h i but I am writing a book giving conclusive 
*‘ving in tl • t lU spirits of the dead never mingle with the 
n°t mere ; *S 'Y01™. anc* tkat: Spiritualism is a delusion when

con­
to the

The Christian Way.

Look carefully over the list of dead 
O f every age and clime,

l10*0 each man who did or said 
Things noble and sublime ;

*70 matter if lie was a Turk or Jew,
AthcUt, Pagan, or Hindoo,
"  nether his god was concrete as you,

Or only a vague and misty un ;
’  “ matter if lie was a Chinee dog 

(, P r Central African nigger, 
his name in the catalogue 

Where eminent Christians figure ; 
lazon his virtues far and wide 

md hoist him up to the Savior’s side ; 
Scoop him in,
With an inward grin,

And blithely ticket him “ Christian.”
Ca.r“ fully sort the Christian dead— 

f he men who doubted not 
1 'at Christ looked down from overhead, 

And that Hell was piping hot ; 
o whom the Incarnation scheme 
as real as life, and not a dream,

*l®,r l a t e s t  joy, their constant theme— 
No allegorical fable ;
U\St ?ac.k murdering, plundering bloke,

A 1 1 . *'im too fond of the ladies, 
uu him who burned dissenting folk 

n 0 save their friends from Hades ;
T h fUau e the foIks of weakly ken

*at these rascals were not Christian men ; 
1  o do the trick,
On each scoundrel stick 

<( “ Atheistical ” label.
Christian ” is an elastic term,

•j'l, ,°ik'Sn.'u.s can define it.
definition will be infirm,

Of n°i",cver one may design it.
Tho u !iristian ” Jews there’s quite a throng, 
The «Xhr.ist.ian ” Pagan ranks are strong,

0  Christian ” Atheist’s coming along—  
Christ 1 what a contradiction !

“ Heads we win, tails you lose ”
Is the wily Christian’s motto.

“ Stick to sheep, all goats refuse,
Whether they’re Christ’s or not, O .”

No longer like the granite rock
The Church defies the tempest’s shock ;

A sinking cause,
She grasps at straws 

As she drowns in her floods of fiction.
C h ar les D. S te ph en s.

Correspondence.
A MEAN CLERIC.

TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.”
S ir,— The correspondence recently opened up by aged 

persons in New Zealand with a view to obtain copies of 
certificates of birth or baptismal registration, as evidence of 
age, with which to establish a claim to an old-age pension, 
has brought to light the record mean cleric.

A miner here, who applied to a country rector in the West 
of England for a certified copy of baptismal registration, 
enclosing twopence-halfpenny in English postage stamps for 
reply, received in return a meagre scrap of dingy paper, 
intimating that a remittance of five shillings and one penny, 
legal fees, would facilitate business. This sum being sent, 
also stamp as before, drew from the parson a postcard carry­
ing one penny halfpenny in stamps (a penny saved is a penny 
earned), on which he expressed a wish to know what it was 
all about. Fresh instructions being mailed, with stamps as 
usual, brought the desired certificate set out upon a full sheet 
of notepaper. The worthy pastor was, however, equal to the 
occasion, and recouped himself for this unwonted extravagance 
in stationery by neglecting to affix any stamp to his letter, 
which was delivered with a collect postage-docket attached. 
“ And of such are the kingdom of heaven !” The awful 
caligraphy of this frugal preacher was as Sanscrit to the 
aged miner ; fortunately, it came under the eye of this scribe, 
who had in early life considerable experience in deciphering 
the hieroglyphics of “ Stonehenge,” Editor Canine Depart­
ment of the London Field, and all was made plain.

W. A itciiiso n .

A W ORD FO R TH E “ C LAR IO N .”
TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.”

S ir ,— Re the Clarion and Freethought, as an ardent 
Socialist, as well as an ardent Freethinker, I have been sorry 
to note a recent and somewhat disparaging remark of your 
own concerning the Clarion, and also a comment of one of 
your correspondents in last week’s Freethinker concerning 
our friend “ Nunquam,” the editorof the Clarion. It behoves 
us, above all things, to be just and reasonable. The Clarion 
is devoted to one phase of reform, the Freethinker to another. 
Therefore it was not to be expected that the Clarion should 
devote as much space to our great apostle Ingersoll’s death 
as a paper devoted to the ideas which Ingersoll advocated so 
ably. I therefore fail to see the reasonableness of your 
correspondent talking of “ Nunquam” as a man with a 
“ kink in his brain.” As for his “ column devoted to a pair 
of jackdaws,” maybe your correspondent is not sufficiently 
acquainted with “ Nunquam’s ” style to fully appreciate the 
merit of some of his semi-humorous articles, and perhaps he 
is unaware that “ Nunquam ” has more than once given 
expression to views which could quite fittingly be put into 
the Freethinker. Again I say, let us be just, and not be too 
ready to jump on a man because he does not do exactly as we 
would wish. H a r o ld  E llio t .

Obituary.
I h ave  to record the death, at the age of seventy-eight, of 

Joseph Holland, of Deptford. Holland, although a very poor 
man, was a most intelligent and well-read one. He was the 
first Secularist that I debated with in my pre-SecuIar days at 
Deptford Broadway in i860. He was also one of the seven 
that founded the first Deptford Secular Society in 1862, of 
which our late treasurer, Mr. Le Lubez, was president, and I 
the secretary. The only survivor of the seven, besides myself, 
is Mr. J. Knight, of Deptford, who was present at the funeral. 
Amongst many others were Mr. and Mrs. Killick, T. Pay, 
W. l i .  Reynolds, Field, Oaks, Hicks, Brattle, and Nudd. 
He was buried in Brockley Cemetery on Thursday, August 10, 
Mr. Ramsey officiating.— R. Forder.

It is with deep sorrow that I record the sudden death of 
Mr. John Drury, of Birkdale, Southport, while listening to a 
lecture on the sands. He burst a blood vessel on the brain, 
and was taken home, and died without recovering conscious­
ness. Deceased was a thorough Secularist, and was for 
several years a supporter of the N. S. S. He was a good 
husband, a kind father, and a brave man, having while at 
sea risked his own life for those of others. He was never 
afraid of his opinions, and often took part in the debates on 
the sands, frequently putting questions to his opponents which 
they could not possibly answer.— W illiam  S mith.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC. Works by the late R. G. Ingersoll.
[Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, 

and be marked "Lecture Notice,”  i f  not sent on post-card. ]
LONDON.

T he A thenaeum H a ll  (73 Tottenham Court-road, W .): Closed 
during August.

B radlaugh  C lub  and  In stitute  (36 Newington Green-road, 
Ball’s Pond): 8.30, A Concert.

O pen-a ir  P ropaganda.
B a tter sea  P a r k  G a tes  : 11.30, A lecture.
B r o c k w e l l  Pa r k  (near Herne-hill Gates): 3.13, A. B. Moss; 

6, C. Cohen.
C a m be r w ell  (Station-road): 11.30, R. P. Edwards.
E dmonton  (corner of Angel-road): 7, R. P. Edwards.
H yd e  Pa r k  (near Marble Arch): Lectures every week evening 

at 8. Sunday, at 11.30, A lecture.
K ingsland  (Ridley-road) : 11.30, C. Cohen.
Mile E nd W a ste  : 11.30, E. Pack ; 7, A lecture.
P eckham  Ry e : 3.15, C. Cohen.
S. L. E. S. (Peckham Rye): 11.15, A lecture. (Brockwell 

Park) : 3.15, A lecture.
S tr a tfo r d  (The Grove): Excursion to Stanford Rivers by 

brakes.
V icto r ia  Pa r k  (near the Fountain): 3.15, R. P. Edwards;

6.30, F. A. Davies.
W e s t m in st e r (GrosvenorEmbankment): 11.30, R. P. Edwards. 

COUNTRY.
B irmingham  B ranch  (Prince of Wales Assembly Rooms):

6.30, Members’ Annual Meeting.
D er b y  (Market-place): H. Percy Ward— 11, “ The Gospel of 

Secularism 7, “ Is the Bible a Revelation from God ?”
L iverpo o l  (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square): The hall will 

be closed during August.
Man ch ester  Secular  H a ll  (Rusholme-road, All Saints): 

Closed for Summer Season.
G reat Y arm outh  F r e eth in k e r s ' A ssociation  (Freethinkers’ 

Hall, bottom of Broad-row): 7, Violin Selections by Professors 
Elliott and Ray ; 7.15, A. II. Smith, “ Priestcraft.”

Porth  BRANCH(Tonypandy, 100 Primrose-street): 6, W. Moore,
“ Is God Just and Merciful?”

S h effield  Secu lar  So c ie t y  (Hall of Science, Rockingham- 
street) : Excursion to Stratford-on-Avon. Members and friends 
meet in front of Victoria Station at 7.10 a.m. ; train leave at 7.25.

S outh  S hields (Captain Duncan’s Navigation Schools, Market­
place) : 7.30, Final arrangements for lectures.

Lecturers’ Engagem ents.
C . C o h en , 17 Osborne-road, High-road, Leyton.—August 

27, m., Ridley-road; a., Peckham; e., Brockwell Park. 29, 
Limehouse. 30, Mile End.

A rthur  B. Mo ss, 44 Credon-road, London, S.E.— August 27, 
m., Newington Reform Club ; a., Brockwell Park. September 3, 
m., Clerkenwell. 10, m.,Edmonton. 17, m., Battersea ; e., Strat­
ford. 24, m., Mile End ; e., Stratford.

R. P. E dw ar ds, 52 Bramley-road, Notting-hill.—August 27, 
m., Station-road, Camberwell.

E. Pa c k , 10 Henstridge-place, Ordnance-road, St. John's Wood. 
—August 27, Mile End.

II. P er cy  W a rd , 5 Alexandra-road, Edgbaston, Birmingham. 
—August 27, Derby. September 10, Glasgow.

POSITIVISM.
“ Reorganisation, without god or king, by the systematic 

worship of Humanity."

Information and publications on the Religion of Humanity 
may be obtained free on application to the Church of 
Humanity, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

N ATIONAL SE C U LA R  SOCIETY.

London Freethinkers’ Excursion,

T he H o u se  o f  D e a t h . 
Funeral Orations and Ad­
dresses. Handsomely printed 
and bound, is.

T he D e v il . 6d. 
S u pe r stitio n . 6d.
D efen ce  of  F r e eth o u g iit . 

A Five Hours' Speech at the 
Trial of C. B. Reynolds for 
Blasphemy. 6d. 

S h a k e sp e a r e . 6d.
T iie G o d s . 6d.
T he  H o l y  B ib l e . 6d.
R e p l y  t o  G la d sto n e . With 

a Biography by J. M. Wheeler. 
4d.

R ome or  R e a so n  ? A Reply 
to Cardinal Manning. 4d. 

C rimes a g a in st  C r im in a ls. 
3d.

O ration  on  W a l t  W hitm an .
3d.

O ration  on  V o l t a ir e . 3d. 
A br ah am  L in co ln . 3d.
P a in e  th e  P io n eer . 2d. 
H u m a n it y ’s D e b t  t o  T homas 

Pain e . 2d.
E rn e st  R en an  a n d  J esus 

C h r ist . 2d.
T rue R e lig io n . 2d.
T hree P h ila n th r o pist s . 2d. 
L o ve  th e  R edeem er . 2d.

London : R. Forder, 28

W iia t  is R e l ig io n ? 2d.
Is S uicide  a  S in ? 2d.
L a st  W ord s on S uicide. 2d. 
G od  a n d  th e  S t a t e . 2d. 
W h y  am I an  A gnostic.

Part I. 2d. -
W h y  am  I an  A gnostic. 

Part II. 2d.
F aith  and  F a c t . Reply 10 

Dr. Field. 2d. .
God a n d  M a n . Second reply 

to Dr. Field. 2d.
T he D yin g  C re ed . 2d.
T he L imits o f  T oleration 

A Discussion with the H°fl’ 
F. D. Coudert and Gov. S. 
Woodford. 2d.

H o u se h o ld  o f  F a it h . 20- 
A rt a n d  M o r a l it y . 2d.
D o  I B lasph em e  ? 2d.
T he C le r g y  a n d  C om»10 

S ense. 2d.
S o c ia l  S a l v a t io n . 2d. .
M a r r ia g e  a n d  D ivorce. 2 ’ 
S k u l l s . 2d.
T he G reat  M ist a k e . ,0- 
L ive  T o p ic s , id .
M yth  a n d  M ir a c le . >“ • 
R e a l  B l a s p h e m y , id . 
R epa ir in g  th e  I d o ls. i0: 
C h rist  a n d  M ir a c le s . 1 
C r e ed s a n d  S pir itu ality- 

Stonecutter-street, E.C.

T H E  B E S T  BOOK
ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, I BELIEVE, *

TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND PRACTI1 
OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.S.S.
160 pages, 'with portrait and autograph, bound in cloth, gdt iê

Price is., post free. the
In order to bring the informatio 1 within the reach of the P®0̂  ,ji 
most important parts of the book are issued in a pampln® ,̂, ^
pages at ONF. pen n y , post free 2d. 
distribution is. a  dozen post free.

The National Reformer of September 4

Copies of the pafflpD
«Mr.

sayS =* o(%
to

serY’iir, is

1892,
Holmes’ pamphlet...... is an almost unexceptional statenien “
Neo-Malthusian theory and practice......and throughout t<
to moral feeling......The special value o f Mr. Holmes sC i)y ¡;
the Neo-Malthusian cause and to human well-being g c'H( ‘0{ tbe 
just his combination in his pamphlet of a plain statemy11 cCo0<o 
physical and moral need for family limitation with a p!a>n ^  co0‘ 
of the means by which it can be secured, and an offer 10 
corned of the requisites at the lowest possible prices. ^ '

------ , ---------------------- - -------- --------~.j high tcrj^fl0
The trade supplied by R. Fo r d e r , 28 Stonecutter-strec ,

E.C. Other orders should be sent to the author,
J. R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAGE, B

The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drys  ̂
Allbutt, and others, have also spoken of it in very high te, onJo<,<

W. J . Rendell’s “ Wife’s
by Mrs. Besant in Law of Populat10*1’ }\ 
Wife’s Handbook, p. 51. Made ONLY ‘ j ucU1

Recommended
Dr. Allbutt in tvtjes nanaooon, p. 51. iviaue 1
Chadwell-strect, Clerkenwell; 2s. per doz., post free v l̂op*V U I V V C l l  ,  ¿ S ,  pci U U £ .  ,  pwj" - -  - j

in larger quantities). For particulars send stamped en'1-'

Important Caution. *
B ew are  of useless imitations substituted by some f |C'
chemists, the words “  Rcndell & Co,” and UJ IF. R®0 pUbI‘c’ 
being speciously and plausibly introduced to deceive tn

Loo k  for  A utograph  R eg istered  T rade

Sunday, August 27, 1899, to

L IT T L E H A M P T O N .
By special train (London, Brighton, and South Coast Railway). 

Leaving London Bridge, 9.30 a.m. ; New Cross, 9.55 a.m. ; Vic­
toria, 9.25 a.m. ; Clapham Junction, 9.30 a.m. Returning at 7.15 
p.m.

Return Fare, 3s. Children under 12, is. 6d.

Tickets are obtainable from Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter- 
street, E.C.; The Hallkeeper, Athenaeum Hall, 73 Tottenham 
Court-road, W.C.; Miss Vance, N.S.S. Office, 377 Strand, W.C., 
and from all Branch Secretaries, and at Lecture Stations. For 
particulars of refreshment houses, walks, drives, etc., see small 
handbills.

No. 182.68®'
In Red Ink on  each  bo x , w ith o u t  w h ich  none ' s

arE 0 (p.,

n>;
Higginson's Syringe 

4s. 6d., and 5s. 3d 
pound, is. 2d. Dr. Allbutt’s 
prices post free

.......... ......... ...............Inge, with Vertical and Reverse nui'11,1’ -. *
. Dr. Palfrey’s Powder, is. zd. f d®
- A 11U . n . i ' . n i n n  PrtWilprSl 3 '̂ * /Quinine Powders

NON-POISONOUS PAINTS
Resist all Atmospheric Influences. Sample® 
Fisher, 78 Chapel Allcrton, Leeds ; or S, 
worth-avenue, Walton, Liverpool.

Free-
R1. Thon'l’”0
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In stout paper covers, is.; cloth, 2s.

THE

BOOH OF GOD
to the Light o f  the Higher Criticism.
lt  ̂ Special Reference to D ean  F a r r a r ’s New Apology.

B y  G. W . F O O T E .

sfi**» *-'— Introduction— The Bible Canon— The Bible and 
a «  Miracles and Witchcraft— The Bible and Frce- 

" . Morals and Manners— Political and Social Progress 
ChUrI|'ra/i?n— The Testimony of Jesus— The Bible and the 

iof England— An Oriental Book— Fictitious Supremacy.

sho\vi''!̂ -e(̂ eac' with great pleasure your Bool of God. You have 
tion, t . 1 I,er êct clearness the absurdity of Dean Farrar’s posi 

°̂cause you on your book. It will do great good,
beautv ”1 IS with the best of sense expressed with force and

“ pfi , tdol. R. G. Ingersoll.
of every Ume We stronK*y recommend......Ought to be in the hands

Mr p <lrneŝ  and sincere inquirer.”— Reynolds’s Newspaper. 
the fra' 00̂ e takes the Dean’s eloquence to pieces, and grinds 
by a meiJ.ts to powder. His style, as a whole, is characterised 

" ]qr pCU lne,honesty and clearness."—Ethical World.
He PossL°.°le j S a Stood writer —as good as there is anywhere, 
on an„ °ss.°.s an excellent literary style, and what he has to say 
Cr'tkisin f £rt ls sure to be interesting and improving. His 
Which it ^ean Farrar’s answers fully justifies the purpose for 

was written."— Truthseeier (New York).
-...... London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Books to Read.
History o f Religion. By F. J. Gould. 3 vols. 

Ethics Vo1’ H”  3s- 6d-! vol. iii., 5s-
large na , e Great Religions. By C. T. Goriiam. 108 

The Trl'ii’ eS’ l?’ ’ l>y Post IS- 2tl-
Wagnu„i ° f  Theism. By G. J. HOLYOAKE. (The author’s 

The Oripi °‘>us' only a few copies in print.) Cloth, 2s. 6d. net. 
Freethoiî t Nature Of Secularism : Showing that where 
HoLYo.Ji commonly Ends Secularism Begins. By G. J. 

A Sketch ’ Gloth, 2s. 6d.
Sanetir,n °L, Morality Independent o f Obligation or

London y M- Guyau- Cloth- 3s- 6d.
-̂ __̂ Ĵ  atts Sc Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, E.C.

t H e

180

Cheapest Edition Issued.

A G E  O F  R E A S O N .
B y  TH OM AS PAINE.

PP-> large type,_ beautifully printed, price 9d.,
Ln„ , by post lid.

^ ^ ¿ W a t t s  & Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, E.C

Pamphlets by C. Cohen.'T'u ___
e Decay of Belief, id.
°lution and Christianity. 2d.

* at is the Use of Prayer? 2d. 
n Outline of Evolutionary Ethics. 6d.

London3n : R. Forder, 28 Stonccuttcr-strcet, E.C.

Ï» V o lu m e s , boumThTclotiu the whole of

Charles Watts’s Pamphlets
NOW IN PRINT.

APpi,

Vol. It) price 3s. 6d. post free. 
Vol. II., price 4s. 6d. post free.

t o i l e r. Al U. ^lc above Volumes should be sent direct
^ o u ,  s /j y L E s  W atts, 24 Carminia-road, Balham ,

'n
Ch;

Qr s~,e)—'TEp-r°i^e s dentist, 33s Strand (opposite Somerset 
:£|. S 1 °» VULCANITE, 2s. 6d cach; upper^orU*'leteri :**• Bee* A* * .....----- , -r r _.

■ C0V , r' " f°ur hoursQ “aI‘ty. 4s-each ; upper or lower, £2. 
Mon • s> T H Von . W len required ; repairing or alterations 

‘ Pint, .teeti, nn ...Pay more than the above, they are fancy- * * fi -. — 1 j  . .ng ie eth on 
*>' 2s. 6tl n

i *Y  m o re  m a n  tn e  a u u v c ,  m e j  «.t^
• ev* tl"um’ 7s- 6tb each ; on 18 ct. gold, 15s. ; 

xtraction, is. ; painless by gas, 5s*

Freethought Wonks.
Reminiscences of Charles Bradlaugh. By g . w . Foote. 

Written directly after Bradlaugh’s death, and containing 
personal anecdotes and characteristics not to be found else­
where. Necessary to those who want to know the real 
Bradlaugh.

The Shadow Of the Sword. A Moral and Statistical Essay on 
War. By G. W. Foote. Christian papers have called it 
“  powerful ” and “  masterly.” 2d

Bible Romances. By G. W. Foote. New Edition, revised and 
largely re-written. (1) The Creation Story, 2d. ; (2) Eve and 
the Apple, id. ; (3) Cain and Abel, id. : (4) Noah’s Flood, 2d. ; 
(5) The Tower of Babel, id. ; (6) Lot’s Wife, id .; (7) The Ten 
Plagues, id. ; (8) The Wandering Jews, id. ; (9) Balaam’s Ass, 
id. ; (10) God in a Box, id. ; (11) Jonah and the Whale, id. ; 
(12) Bible 4 "'mals, id. ; (13) A Virgin Mother, 2d. ; (14) The 
Resurrection, 2d. ; (15) The Crucifixion, id. ; (16) St. John’s 
Nightmare, id.

Royal Paupers. Showing w’hat Royalty does for the People, 
and what the People do for Royalty. By G. W. Foote. 2d.

Open Letters to Jesus Christ. By G. W. Foote. Racy as 
well as Argumentative. Something Unique, qd.

Philosophy o f Secularism. By G. W. Foote. 3d.
The Bible God. A Scathing Criticism. By G. W. Foote. 2d.
Pagan M ythology; or, the Wisdom o f the Ancients. By 

Lord Bacon, is.
Church of England Catechism Examined. A Masterly 

Work, which narrowly escaped prosecution. By Jeremy 
Bentham. is.

Utilitarianism. By Jeremy Bentham. 3d.
Free W ill and Necessity. By Anthony Collins. Reprinted 

from 1715 edition, with Biography of Collins by J. M. Wheeler, 
and Preface and Annotations by G. W. Foote. Huxley says 
that “ Collins writes with wonderful power and closeness of 
reasoning.” is. ; superior edition, on superfine paper, cloth, 2s.

The Code Of Nature. By Diderot and D'Holbach. 2d.
The Essence Of Religion. God the Image of Man, Man’s 

Dependence upon Nature the Last and Only Source of Religion. 
By Ludwig Feuerbach. “ No one has demonstrated and 
explained the purely human origin of the idea of God better 
than Ludwig Feuerbach."— Buchner, is.

Crimes Of Christianity. By G. W. Foote and J. M. Wheeler. 
Hundreds of exact references to Standard Authors. An un­
answerable Indictment of Christianity. Vol. I., cloth gilt, 
216 pp., 2s. 6d.

The Jewish Life Of Christ. Being the Sepher Toldoth Jeshu, or 
Book of the Generation of Jesus. Edited, with an Historical 
Preface and Voluminous Notes, by G. W. Foote and J. M. 
Wheeler. 6d. ; superior edition, superfine paper, cloth, is.

The Mortality Of the Soul. By David Hume. Not included 
in ordinary editions of Hume’s Essays. 2d.

Liberty and Necessity. By David Hume. qd.
Essays in Rationalism. By Charles Robert Newman, the 

Atheist brother of the late Cardinal Newman. With a Preface 
by G. J. Holyoake, and Biography by J. M. Wheeler, is. 6d.

The Rights Of Man. By Thomas Paine. With a Political Bio­
graphy by J. M. Wheeler, is. ; cloth edition, 2s.

Satires and Profanities. By James Thomson (B.V.). “ As 
clever as they .arc often profane."— Christian World, is.

A Refutation o f Deism. By Shelley. Really a Defence of 
Atheism, qd.

Miscellaneous Theological W orks. By Thomas Paine. All 
his writings on Religion except the Age 0/Reason, is.

Theism or Atheism. Public Debate between G. W. Foote and 
the Rev. W. T. Lee. Verbatim Report, revised by both Dis­
putants. Well printed and neatly bound, is.

Bible and Beer. By G. W. Foote. Showing the Absurdity of 
basing Teetotalism on the Christian Scriptures. Careful, 
thorough, and accurate. Freethinkers should keep this pam­
phlet by them. qd.

The Coming Civilisation. By Colonel Ingersoll. An Address 
delivered in the Columbia Theatre, Chicago, Sunday, April 12, 
1896, to a vast meeting of Members and Friends of the “ Church 
Militant.” 3d.

The Foundations Of Faith. By Colonel Ingersoll. Contents : 
The Old Testament The New Testament—Jehovah—The 
Trinity The Theological Christ—The “ Scheme”— Belief- 
Conclusion. 3d.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

HERB BEER.
The best is made from

THW AITES’ 6d. PACKET OF MIXED HERBS.
One Packet will make 8 gallons of real genuine Herb Beer. 

Directions with each packet. By post 6 stamps.

G. THWAITES, H erbalist, 2 Church-row, Stockton- 
on -Tees.

Agents Wanted.

MRS. BERRY, the Mount, 86 Central-drive and Read’s road 
Blackpool-Public and Private Apartments Good accom’ mouation. Moderate terms. * accom
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INGERSOLL’S LAST LECTURE,

“ W H A T  IS R E L I G I O N ? ”
A n Address delivered before the

AMERICAN F R E E  RELIG IO U S ASSOCIATION, AT BOSTON, JU N E  2,

Freethinkers should keep a  copy o f this Lecture a lw ays by them. It w as Ingersoll’s last 
utterance on the subject o f religion. It shows him to have been a  “ ran k A th eist”  to 
the v e ry  end. Moreover, it is a  sum m ary o f his life ’s teaching, and embalms his ripest 
thought.

P R IC E  T W O P E N C E .

LONDON : R. FORDER, 28 STONECUTTER-STREET, E.C.

Now Ready.

THE HOUSE OF DEATH.
BEING

F U N E R A L  O R A T IO N S, A D D R E S S E S , E T C .,
BY

COLONEL INGERSOLL.
B eautifu lly  P rin ted  on Fine T hick P a p e r  and H andsom ely Bound.

Contents:— Speech at Walt Whitman’s Burial— Tribute to Henry Ward Beecher— Tribute to Courtlandt Fa 
Tribute to Roscoe Conklin— In Memory of Abraham Lincoln— Tribute to Elizur W right— Address at Horace Seavers 
■— Mrs. Mary H. Fiske— Tribute to Richard H. Whiting— Mrs. Ida Whiting Knowles— At the Grave of Benjani .s 
Parker— Tribute to Rev. Alexander Clark— Death of John G. Mills— At the Grave of Ebon C. Ingersoll— Death of 1 \j(et0 
Paine— Death of Voltaire— At the Tomb of Napoleon— Heroes of the American W ar— At a Child’s Grave— Through 
Death— Death of the Aged— If Death Ends All.

P R I C E  O N E S H IL L IN G .
LONDON R. FORDER, 28 STONECUTTER-STREET, E.C.

__________________________________

THE 28 DAYS’ WONDER.
To Keep our Workpeople engaged during the slack Season.

For 28 Days only I am prepared to make up 1,000 Louv8e
Suits to Measure.PRICE 25s. EACH CARRIAGE PAID.

Black, Blue, Brown, Fawn, or Grey. In Good Scotch Tweeds or English All

The Suits will bear Comparison with any 50s Suits in the

. „ o o l S r f "

|d'

Coat. Inches.
Length of W aist...............................................
Full Length of Coat ........................................
Half Width of Rack ......................................
Centre Back to Elbow ...................................
Centre of Back to Full Length of

Sleeve...............................................................
Round Chest, close to arinpits,

over vest, NOT COAT .................................
Round Waist, over vest ...............................

Self-Measurement Form.
T rousers. Inches.

Round Waist over Trousers .......................
Round Scat ......................................................
Inside Leg Seam ..........................................  ...
Pull Length of Trousers ...............................
Round Thigh ...................................................
Round K nee........................................................
Round Bottom...................................................
Lined or Unlined...............................................
Side or Cross Pockets ...................................

V est. /

Centre of Back to Opening •

Centre of Back to Full Lci'g

Round Chest over v e st......

Round Waist over vest

J . W. GOTT, 2 and 4 Union Street, Bradford.

Printed and Published by G. W. Foote, ?8 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C.


