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Still More Ingersoll Echoes.

thp '10Pe our readers will not think we are overdoing
eve J.7ect- We loved as well admired Ingersoll, and
W ritlIn£ akellt him is precious to 1Isjust now. All of
nett to about a beloved one after a bereave-
(et Moreover, from the nature of the case, the
rutlvV s °f Ingersoll’'s death, funeral, etc., come to hand
On 7 siowty and piecemeal on this side af the Adlikauntie.
PaperlOp cr Page we reprint from a New York news-
\Ve na j'H account of the cremation of Ingersoll’s body.
cerem Ct not>therefore, devote any space here to that
finite, Oly ’ excePt to say that there is something in-
to MPathetic in the reluctance of the Ingersoll family
man’e SI8'ht of the body of the great, tender, loving
cal it '°>m/or so many years they idolised. You may
extent'10™ 'I' N y°u will; and perhaps it is to a certain
Hatm ,. wh?® that has human feelings is not some-
‘Icath? ° T id ur)der the dark shadow of the wings of
ifreat n « nd where there was great love there must be
rUshin,, re* and verbal consolations cannot stop a
Hse °Untain of tears, and broken hearts will not
S slow) a |ITlorrient to bleed, and slowly—sometimes ah
Hnr] ~ e« does the soothing hand of Time heal the
0 a mighty affliction.

die 1,,°! dle American papers attribute the great grief
°f reli</”erso" fam>ly to their lack of the consolations

SS-pTSt.3 "; thcr! are many anodynes, and
\eHas nle canf of creeds may sometimes serve .as

t-tlinky 41 out the Ingersoll family want no such

neir 1> They kmpw, and they feel, the full |f§me|
to h S ORE could afmost espise ch atlons
ich c'cap condolences and flattering < sorrows
so often employed to comfort smaller sorro

of Fiddirs- And what, after all, are the consolations
Egr(ljecl 'V Ingersoll did not deny a future life. y He
only as extremely improbable ,

iree TEFENY & Jugss and a hope. His™ fI~ 'tbought
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“cousn,S }°'n the majority. Surely . far better to

tﬁe&\ﬁgﬁgg %%Dmsmmu faum/. ~ not

8 at any rate, his noble nature is not

ae has j E=Victim wi erdriidl Halice ; better to think
hone to his infinite rest.
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C U iligjread/ saig Hhat pernans, tyvas pelh-that
Prot  before the first aPPf any absurdities
wotested in advance agam jO or say-

th nened 'wain might make that be wished

1be\v e.~enan sound in heart t K jO, in decay »
@@f iR = Hef Y 8 m
all that h had I b rlou I
-nsB\J or tunatei’y %1 cam % Bev— aﬁn%
M YW, and weak enough to p'a>, uad renounc ‘N
ke to asecond childhood, am <Christians n
.fictions of his manhood, the They ™ I'of
the most of his nusfortu elatioos
N tfraded bis senile idiocies as baVe
hH, wMfdom, and the multitude now that '
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Nevertheless, there is a certain satisfaction in knowing
that he can never do so now. There is also a satisfaction
in knowing that he died in the midst of his family, and
that he lived his accustomed life right up to the
moment when Death touched his heart of gold. No
room is left for pious lies and edifying fiction about

his end. And this fact, indeed, makes the fanatical
Christians a little bitter. They feel robbed, cheated,
sold. Why on earth did he not give them a chance ?

It is almost a reflection on the wisdom of God.

It must be remembered that Ingersoll had lived for
months before the end came in the daily presence of
death. The heart trouble from which he was suffering
was liable to kill him at any moment ; and he was quite
conscious of this, although he was so well in other
respects that all expected him to last longer. But that
is often a peculiarity of his fatal malady. And really
Ingersoll seems to have been deliberately completing
what he had to say to the world. It was after his
breakdown at the end of 1896 that he published his
splendid lecture on Shakespeare, which is certain to
live in English literature ; subsequently he published his
lecture on the Devil—a theme he had never before
treated in print; and his last lecture on What is
Religion?—so firm, so pronounced, and so summary-
reads like an almost consciously final deliverance on the
very fundamentals of Theism.

Our Spiritualist contemporary, the Two Worlds,
rebukes 11s for objecting to its statement that Ingersoll
would soon be communicating with Spiritualists from
the world beyond. We remarked that it would be
more appropriate, and more like Ingersoll, if he com-
municated with his own friends and followers, and
imparted to them his new-found information. We also
remarked that, if he did not communicate with them,
his communications to the Two Worlds party would lie
under the very gravest suspicion. In reply to this, out-
contemporary says : “ Wc are prepared to receive such
message, the Freethinkers are not.” Well, that depends
on what is meant by *“ prepared.” Freethinkers are
quite ready to listen if Ingersoll has anything to say to
them. What they do not want is second-hand messages
at so much a yard. They remember that Ingersoll
always said, after Thomas Paine, that revelation must
be personal, for a man may be sure that God speaks to
him, while he can never be sure that God has spoken to
another man. And they just apply this principle to the

case in hand.

“ Mr. Foote,” our contemporary says, “ by denying
the existence of spirit communion, shuts the door on
the Colonel, and then asks why he stays outside.” We
beg our contemporary’s pardon, but this is a gross

mistake. We do not deny the existence of spirit com-
munion. We merely say that we perceive no evidence
of it. The door is therefore not shut, but wide open.

Still, there is no sign of Ingersoll’s entering.

The Two Worlds suggests “
wc should “endeavor to obtain some personal know-
ledge ” of what we criticise. Well, that is precisely
what wc have always been baffled in endeavoring to
obtain. A great many years ago, in the early seventies,
after our debate on Spiritualism with the late Dr. George
Sexton, we came into contact with Mr. James Burns,
the editor of the Medium and Daybreak, through his
reportingi_the debate in his journal. We suggested

in all earnestness’ that
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to Mr. Burns that we should “ investigate the pheno-
mena” under his guidance. James Burns, however,
was a canny Scotchman. He was not to be caught.
With considerable unction— at which we were greatly
amused— he paid us many flattering compliments on
what he was pleased to call the “ scientific cast” of our
mind, which he thought was rather unsuited to that
particular line of research. More recently we declined
to discuss Spiritualism with Mr. Mahoney, of Bir-
mingham. We said that the facts should be established
first; that not discussion, but investigation, was the
primary requisite ; and that we were quite prepared to
furnish a dozen candid (but keen-sighted) Freethinkers
to sit on a committee for that purpose. That offer of
ours received no notice. It is still open to the Two
Worlds party.

Our contemporary is sadly confused over another
matter. Over in America the Spiritualists are a more
heretical body than they are in England. They hold
great camp meetings in the summer, and all sorts of
speakers address them. Ingersoll did so on some
occasions, and the Two Worlds does not see why, if he
addressed them “in the body,” he should not speak to
them “ from the spirit-side of life.” Our contemporary
forgets that Ingersoll, in addressing them, merely
delivered a Freethought oration. He had no belief
whatever in Spiritualism, and plainly said so. Conse-
guently we hold that our contemporary’s observations
are very wide of the mark.

Light, another Spiritualist organ, speaks eulogistically
of Ingersoll, and wishes him “ God speed in his onward
course ‘beyond the mists.”” How curious it is that the
representatives of so many different and conflicting
faiths are all cocksure about Ingersoll’s post-mortem
movements. The truth is that not one of them knows
anything on the subject. Itis all guesswork, as Ingersoll
told them when he was living, and as we repeat now
that he is dead.

Ingersoll wrote several poems when he was a young
man. He has also left some unpublished prose manu-
script.  But, in respect to his wishes, these things will
not be presented to the public. He printed nothing
himself with which he was not perfectly satisfied.

One tribute to Ingersoll is especially memorable. It
came from Owen Miller, president of the American
Federation of Musicians, and ran as follows :—*“ Mrs.
Ingersoll,— On behalf of 15,000 musicians, comprising
the American Federation of Musicians, permit me to
extend to you our heartfelt and most sincere sympathy
in the irreparable loss of the model husband, father, and
friend. In him the musicians not only of this country,
but of all countries, have lost one whose noble nature
grasped the true beauties of our sublime art, and whose
intelligence gave these impressions expression in words
of glowing eloquence that will last as long as language

lasts.” Ingersoll had no technical knowledge of music,
but he loved it intensely. His favorite composer was
Wagner.

Ingersoll once administered a terrible castigation to
Talmage. It was done with a smiling face and a
relentless hand. Some of the satire and irony was
worthy of Pascal. Perhaps the recollection of it has
toned down Talmage’s usual style on the occasion of
Ingersoll’'s death. He admits that “as husband and
father he endeared himself unspeakably,” and says he
will “ plant no nettles on this new-made grave ” Some
preachers are certain that Ingersoll is in hell. *“ Be
careful,” says Talmage, “how you decide upon the
destiny of Robert G. Ingersoll.” Then lie goes on, in
his silly, sensational way, to imagine that the truth of
the Gospel may have flashed upon Ingersoll’'s mind at
the very last moment ; and we have Talmage’s word
for it that " it docs not take an earnest prayer half a
second to reach heaven.” Well, the flash must have
been a wonderfully rapid one, for Ingersoll’s death was
instantaneous— so instantaneous, indeed, that it left
“ frozen ” upon his face the smile with which he was
telling his wife that he was “ better.” But, of course,
Talmage has to utter this rubbish in order to cover the
word of sympathy wrung from him for that stricken
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household. He has neither the head nor the heart to
say with Ingersoll that God cannot afford to damn an
honest man.

Rev. Dr. Brady, of Worcester, Massachusetts, is a
more thorough-going bigot than Talmage— which ¥®
hardly thought possible. In his sermon on “ Ingerso
in Torment” he pictured the great Freethinker in he*]
“ Poor soul,” exclaimed this bilious man of God, *
was not there ten minutes before he was hopping aroma.
crying, | did not think it was like this.” Ingers®
lectured on Ghosts, and did not believe in them. ‘P
believes in ghosts now,” yelled Dr. Brady, “ but itisl
the ghosts of lost souls that swarm around him, weepnjo'
wailing, and gnashing their teeth.” The reason of I"],
outburst seems largely personal. The preacher »a
often warned Ingersoll to flee from the wrath to come>
but “ Pagan Bob” had only laughed at him, and t
minatory preacher takes his revenge in this cheei
fashion.

The New York Sun hits out vigorously at the
clerical haters and slanderers of Ingersoll. It P°a]|
out that he only carried the arguments of the so-ca*
Higher Criticism to their logical and inevitable con®
sion, and added nothing “ except the consummate
of his eloquence.” With regard to the cry of “° 1
pbeiay ” thé Sbm says». Granting that the Bitlt
human literature simply, Ingersoll was free to tree
as he did, and there was no element of sacrilege @
blasphemy in anything he said of it.” With regar j
the preachers who have “ passed sentence of ete
condemnation on the dead orator,” the Sun venture5”
suggest that judgment does not belong to them, b”
God. Men should not usurp the divine prerogjl
“ Let men rather,” the Sun says, “ dwell on the vC
of Robert Ingersoll— his superb courage, his  peatl
family life, his justice, his loving kindness. p
silenced in him a voice whose eloquence was sW
music and a heart filled with humanity.”

The mourners who visitéd the house at DobPs FEK
where Ingersoll died, belonged to all classes
Rich people came in carriages with liveried too
and poor people tramped the long road from the s
One man named John Casson, eighty years of 3»e’
among the trampers. For fifty years he had br(]?g antt
engineer on the Erie Railroad, and “ many
helpful word | got from him,” said the old p'dgTL ~
was worn out with his long climb from the statu
the family insisted on his returning in a carriage
they had some trouble in inducing him to enter.

————— endR3I®
Here is another instance of how Ingersoll ~ te
himself to the common people. A friend

Ingersolls was sitting at the dinner-table in thej *
Hotel, Detroit, the day after the great rnans™ \&
when he noticed that the negro waiter at his tat, j fii®
weeping. The gentleman inquired the reason. qOVo"c
just lost a good friend,” replied the waiter. ~e MB
Ingersoll has died at his home in New York-
one ot God's men, sir. 1 met him every titffie * j™MI
to Detroit, and in his presence | never =nC\at®& "
my skin was black or white. He always
like a gentleman. W
George Gay Barnard, the sculptor, toolwah it s
, en
dead Ingersoll’'s head and features, th e o
finished,” the New YorkJournal says, e wo "
had watched knew that the only difference D eJ
strong, white face of their beloved and its N
sculptor’s hands was the quality of the clay- \)\e_,m
of this death mask is given in the Journal, <l st

of reproducing it in the Freethinker. 1t,sV ®

A big new York drapery house advcrt's®™eRR f

World as a special attraction the whole o
pamphlets at a reduced price— fifteen cemt,”ni is ’\)\'yrl
twenty-five cents each, A complete list 0" t1(gjlic
over another list of Ladies’ Oxford ''¢% .
Waists, etc. Evidently the manager °f 1

house doesn’t think that Ingersoll’s blasple™y
scare away customers. i
jti]I?rU

Perhaps the most astonishing piece of 'vr
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death of Ingersoll appeared in Bratin’s Iconoclast, a
Journal with Freethought pretensions, published at
nicago. This journal was founded by W. C. Brann,
'vhogot shot in a quarrel. It is down on all Protestant
lects>but it never loses a chance of praising the Catholic
j 'Urch.  Our colleague, the late J. M. Wheeler, used
think that Brann’s paperwas really run by the Jesuits.
Ah regard to Ingersoll, it says that he will be
“ttiembered as a shatterer of hopes poN ideals. “ How
Ygni how futile, how meretricious, how glitteringly
R,Ee. how little worthy,” it says, “ appears all that He
tha ight and said and dene when plased peside
.aE noble and steadfast promise, ‘| am the Resurrec-
his\V'1™ ~e Life.” ' Can it be that the Jesuit forgot

guise in writing this paragraph ?
G. W.

Foote.

The Evils of Life.

ductcl "VC mean those forces in nature which are pro-
enCe VC niisery to the human race. That its exist-
gen Is a fact no one can reasonably dispute. Evil is
natn/i defmed as being of two kinds: there is
ther/- ev,1>which produces physical suffering, and
of Cils moral evil, which results from ignoring a rule
acter 74 that is conducive to the rectitude of char-
evii. 1 '*e are n°t concerned here with the origin of
phy~c i* We 'eave f°r theological dreamers and meta-
admitjl., sPecu*at°rs. According to the Bible, God
Cdtiire aat ”e originated this disturbing element in
'nfinite -a “ac* which was not to his credit if he were
fatter vin P°wer and in wisdom. His action in this
'Poseij'l8 ~eea the source of untold suffering, and has
°fernje. uPon man the weary, and often painful, task
iHede. d\°rlI?S to rectify the unpardonable mistake God
""Hginar 1 *S Possihle that many so-called evils are
iNainsTh 'HIt "hen this allowance is made the fact
.Ppines-lat I1ere are too many real ones that mar the
i'stinguiS.an<*well-being of the community. Rousseau
e*Cept S « rea*’rom imaginary evils by saying that,
°Wevilc Ma'n body and remorse of conscience, all
To Ws jare imaginary.”

facej , aPPears manifest that the evils of life can be
I° this: p.man causes. Put briefly, the case amounts
~ssiblee  'ven sound health, human happiness is
effort’ ~1Ven physical and mental liberty, social
t?nditionsan !%. obtained ; but without these two
s .relativSUffer!”? is inevitable. Take, for instance,

¢ H . \r QAlition of the rich and poor in modern
rle- Tj. ‘lny °f the former enjoy what the latter pro-
the i CV *ve luxuriously in a state of idleness

riotfrPetual'CeSSan.t labor of the masses. The result is
spend ti”*.n"Nition of misery for the poor, while the
WPt toiler,,1?1'I' me 'n what we term artificial happiness.
aolfes >the «VIVe t° work too many hours for very low
the SCantv f , ve to live in wretched hom.es, with bad
cOy ?re co °°Cand indifferent clothing. Consequently
far Nitute {hé‘si * °  c°dure many privations, which
thesaS aPplvi Severest evils of life. It matters not, so
°Ur Qev'ls Wi Ktle- remedies is vooignoen] by whom
a'dM °n>ma rouffbt about— they are here ; and, in
sHer A ‘ny of them by judicious action could be
z}‘jeqa gtwail Kiemedy is not 4g \Re Heynd in Iaryy.thing
, @ rich°.rdiitions  ijMtber’ in the readjustment of our
-t the - - ¢ i'e blame is not all on the side of
, -wpoor are frequentlyca o * sUfficte vy
twBal « the,r limited means, ant * ~en this ta
aSitt:a Ibeir mode of living; "’ sOcial ordc
'f_larrefbl0 e truth refmalns that | i'Je nature,
Iéa\f\ \@ﬁ%‘r‘ﬁf”gg ot 2 most geep?or%b e nature.

e h UXury at the top, and poverty and
i 0l f th t d iet
ts 2 atngh and SoorPintrendlids Higeriaged socte.

.Sessions . * ,.erv.member
f C unly reasonable to suppose thatf ghafe & the

li*Her. Sof deso . v,ne government of the universe.”
V2?rin ~?0r>in ™ n?P °orhavc to sustain a miserable

sel ilc,ent nourishment. Men have to
°m seeing the light of the sun ;

i5 gin - ?yen children, have to toil in
b a vitiated atmosphere for a bare
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subsistence—that is, nine-tenths of the people live a
life of drudgery. Under such circumstances it is not
reasonable to expect freedom from pain and suffering
either in mind or body. We need not seek in the
theories of theology or in the domain of mystery for the
causes of the ills “ that flesh is heir to,” when those
causes surround us in daily life. The devout believers
in the religion of Christ will look upon the evils of
society as a part of God’s plan, and therefore will do
but little to remove them, hoping for compensation in
some future life. The Secularists, on the contrary,
having no faith in a future existence, strive to secure
as much immunity as possible from the evils of life by
discouraging whatever hinders the acquirement and
development of human happiness. Thus we see how
superior the teachings of Secularism are to those of
Christianity.  Secularists consider that it is in the
power of mankind to considerably improve the supposed
plans of God if they foster and cultivate superior con-
ditions. Believing that there is happiness for all under
proper arrangements, Secularism suggests that atten-
tion be directed to the re-arranging and reforming of
existing materials of all kinds, moral, political, and
social. How to do this is the problem before us.
Years have been devoted to its solution ; hitherto, how-
ever, with very scant success. The false teaching has
gone forth that men should set their affections on things
above, that they should seek first the kingdom of God,
and other things would be added thereunto ; that they
should love not the world, nor the things of this earth ;
that they should look upon life as of short duration.
The result has been that society has been neglected,
and mankind have been induced to think too lightly of
the duties of life. The materials of progress are lying
around us, and our aim should be to learn the science
of turning them to utility ; virtue and happiness would
thereby be increased, and existence ennobled.

The great drawback of the Christian method of deal-
ing with the evils of life is that it tampers with effects,
while ignoring their causes. We are glad to see that
the editor of the Church Gazette recognises this fact.
In a leading article in its issue, July 22, we read the
following: “ Take the case of the rescue of outcasts
and the submerged tenth. No one can doubt for a
moment that the more such rescue can be accomplished
the better. Yet individual effort is not satisfactory,
because it achieves no cure. Say that the Church
Army, or Dr. Barnardo, succeed in saving some hundreds
of interesting outcasts ; the question of how they came
to be outcasts is still quite untouched......So lately as
July 11 the Bishop of Wakefield wrote to the Daily
News a letter on questions connected with social reforms
and cognate matters, in which he says: ‘We have
hitherto been too much occupied with* pruning back
the branches, while we have neglected the root. We
have dealt with the symptoms instead of going to
the seat of the disease. Earnest social reformers have
confined themselves to one aspect of the question, and
sometimes pushed that to such an extreme as to alienate
the more sober thinking and influential people.’” WWe
thoroughly agree with our religious contemporary in
the remarks here made. We consider that “ preven-
tion is better than cure,” and therefore our aim, as
Secularists, should be to do our best to produce such
a state of society that, as good Robert Owen
shall be impossible for men to be depraved or poor.”

Bearing upon the subject of human evils there are
two theories— those of Pessimism and Optimism. The
former represents human life as having a surplus of
pain over pleasure, and the latter the reverse. The
bessimist assures us that the SoRiltieRt ascribed to
Job as to the shertness 6 nte wwy its troubles finds
an echo in the language of every nation. 1Nis view
would have been for us not to have been born at all,
and the next best thing is to die as early as possible.
We Regd not SRy that this is not the Secular idea 6f
existegce. Socrates
amongst us could not point to a happier time than a
pight of gdreamless sleep gApology xxxii.). Plato remarked
that the evils of the world would continue until philo-
sophers became kings, or kings became philosophers.
If this be true, the prospect of the cessation of evil is
very remote, Bentham described mankind as being

under two governors, pain and pleasure. “These,” he



532

held, “ govern us in all we do, in all we say, in all we
think.” Pope considered that “ Man never is, but always
to be, blest.” If this be so, we are inclined to believe
that it is largely man’s own fault. Thomas Jefferson,
in his Memoirs, states his opinion that the world is
framed upon the principle of benevolence on the whole,
and that there is more pleasure than pain. He says:
“ | steer my bark with hope in the head, leaving fear
astern.”

It will be thus seen that the theories as to the evils ot
life are numerous and varied. What, then, is the prac-
tical conclusion which reason and experience justify us
in arriving at? Speaking for ourselves, our opinion is
that we should not worry as to how evil originated, and
that we should regard its alleged supernatural origin as
a theological fallacy. We must face the unfortunate
fact that evil abounds in our midst, and that it is our
duty to endeavor to lessen its miseries as much as
possible by studying natural laws, and applying their
legitimate operations to the requirements of the human
family. Charles W atts.

The Dying of Death.

“The Dying of Death” is the curious and, at first
sight, startling title under which Mr. Joseph Jacobs,
the eminent folk-lorist, informs readers of the Fort-
nightly that the fear of death is becoming gradually
weaker with the advance of civilisation. That this is so
is beyond question. Those who are able to carry back
their memory forty or fifty years will know how filled
was the preaching of their earlier years with death, and
all that was to happen afterwards. And those who are
too young to do this need only pick up a volume of
sermons to see what a large proportion of the current
theology dealt with the subject. And if we were to go
back a still further fifty years, the change is so great
that it would seem as though the people then were living
in a different universe. Probably fifty per cent of the
religious literature of the day dealt with the approach
of death, while from childhood people were fed with
literary productions calculated to produce chronic melan-
cholia in a Mark Tapley. For a parson to have written a
novel of the kind produced by “ lan Maclaren ” or Joseph
Hocking would have been looked upon as little worse
than committing a murder ; even the Sign of the Cross
would have failed to win the approval of the “ Christian
conscience.” “ Prepare to meet thy God” was the
burden of all preaching, and the necessity of preparing
for death was insisted on by the clergy with an energy
worthy of an army of life assurance agents.

It is worth noting that this intense fear of death— so
far as Europe is concerned— was a characteristic product
of the Christian ages. The fear of death, played but a
small part in the best life of Greece and Rome ; and,
even with the lower classes, it was only during the
decline of Greece and the last days of the Roman
Republic that the statement would not be true of them
likewise ; while there was always an offset in the shape
of the educated opinion of both countries. Of Greece
Profesor Mahaffy, speaking of the Greek sculpture
concerning death, says : “ They are simple pictures of
the grief of parting— of the recollection of pleasant days
of love and friendship— of the gloom of the unknown
future. But there is no exaggeration.......... in the
picture.”* And, of Rome, a single quotation from the
Stoic Epictetus will show the prevailing sentiment,
although the writings of the Epicureans would display
a still stronger disregard of the “ King of Terrors.”
Likening life to a man setting out on a voyage, he asks:
“ W hat is it possible for me to do? This : to choose
the captain, the crew, the day, the opportunity. Then
a tempest has burst upon us ; but what doth it concern
me ? | have left nothing undone that was mine to do.
....... I do (now) only what | am able—drown without
terror and screaming and accusing of God, but knowing
that that which has come into being must also perish.
For 1 am no immortal, but a man, a part of the sum of
things, as an hour is of the day. Like the hour I must
arise, and, like the hour, pass away.”

It was the advent of Christianity and its rise to power

* Survey of Greek Civilisation, p. 162
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that gave to death the fearsome aspect that it after-
wards assumed. Here the uneducated classes found no
rectifying force in the persons of their leaders. All the
existing pagan beliefs concerning a future life were
concentrated, developed, and fresh features added by
the centuries of sickly Christian philosophy that followed.
Plato had promised a hell of a thousand years’ duration;
Christianity stretched it to eternity. Plutarch and others
had cast discredit upon the popular beliefs concerning a
future life ; Christianity re-affirmed them with all the
extravagant embellishment of a diseased imagination.
With the pagans death was simply one of the facts ot
existence, as normal and as natural as birth ; with Chris-
tianity death was a penal infliction, not embraced in the
original scheme of things, and only appearing as a con-
sequence of human depravity and disobedience. The
pagan art of living gave place to the Christian art o
dying. Christianity might, indeed, be fitly called the
religion of death’s glorification ; its followers felt that
they were actually living in the valley of the shadow a
death, and were promised unheard-of terrors when the)
should have penetrated deeper into the interior.

For hundreds of years—right up to our century 1M
fact— the Christian imagination occupied itself principal)
with the subject of death. The greatest poem of the
Middle Ages deals exclusively with the subject of f
after-life. Human ingenuity exhausted all its powers#®
describing the nature of hell and the torments of t1
damned ; and with death constantly held before tn
people as the certain entrance to an eternity of exis
ence that might be spent in heaven, but would
probably be spent in hell, one can understa"
easily enough how the fear of death gained undo ~
Christian rule a strength it had never possessed in Prt
Christian time.

And now the fear of death, as Mr. Jacobs sayS; »

moribund. “ The Church, in all its sections, is devot'1?
its attention more to this life than any other. Deaf'l
regarded no longer as a King of Terrors, but rathe’
a kindly nurse that puts us to bed. The fear of j|
is being replaced by the joy of life. The fumes of ~
are sinking low, and even Heaven has but poor atm.
tions for the modern man. Full life here and NO.l
the demand what may come after is left to take are
of itself.”

All this is true enough and significant enou@h &
statement of fact; but why is it so? Mr. Jacobs fI ~
two reasons for the change of sentiment, but "d
separately nor collectively do they seem able to ¢ j
the whole ground. The first reason is that impll jy
sanitation and hygiene, the cessation of duels, \
wars, and the like, have lengthened the iIMC
duration of life and made death a far less ftillly,
sight than it was to our ancestors; and, seco
town life lessens the insistent dread of death by PL "5
all under the same conditions of existence, and i
crushing individuality. “ With this dyin out of W
viduality the belief in immortality tends to fade @(@
taneously....... The average man feels a crushing 7
of insignificance produced by the air of reétf(ﬁ,{]’e
which renders his continued eXistence less likely
imagination....... We are realising that the univef
manage to get on without us. i

Mr. Jacobs’s explanation of the change in sell yjpt
seems to me unsatisfactory for several reasons-
it is not clear that life was much more uncertain, 0 siic.

epidemics as the Black Death— during the Mid

than was the case in many other periods that n"™»
selected. At least, the average duration of ":iun>S
lower, nor were the deaths from violence moren ™™
than among uncivilised races, and probably 1 >
worse off in these respects than Greece and K°'
neither among savages, nor, as | have showll
the pagans, was there a constant and moiT'~pst”®
death and the after-life. Besides, the effect of
contact with death is not to make people fear -Tg &
very rare cases— but rather to make them c" fa@"' it
corning it. Those who are constantly face

death dread it least ; and, as a matter of fact’ t<>.
death, as death, that people dreaded, but th

which the Church had taught awaited them

Nor is it easy to see how loss of individuality

on town life admitting ils existence—wouh p
dread of death. | do not see that the aveiT
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woman during- the Middle Ages had more individuality
an their modern descendants ; one would, indeed, be
s,r*nEly inclined to hazard an opinion to the contrary,
r hough there was present in all cases a tolerably strong
ear ot a future life. And if one is to use present-day
Oman nature as a guide, it is generally the people that
Jave least individuality about them who stand most in
awe of death, and are most influenced by the belief in a
u tire life. One need go no further than the ranks of
O Salvation Army to find ample proof of this.
. 1he true cause of our altered sentiments concerning
eath and after-death would rather seem to be the pro-
jFessive broadening of the intellectual outlook that has
lil<en place during the past three or four hundred years.
sj Was easy to believe in the Christian heaven while the
eay WaS *-hought to be a solid dome of but scanty extent;
Y Relieve in a hell while physical science was
be|leSCC?t and &c°l°.yy unborn. While the earth was
Uhi°yCa to b° a small body, the centre of a small
ti WWIse>and man the chief object of creation, Chris-
1 octrines formed a logical, or at least a plausible,
therUCtl° n from Hle ex*sting cosmology. At all events,
ietsc 'vas nothing very incongruous between the two
dow ° ‘'deas’ The growth of physical science broke
eha n llarmony of ages, and all for a time was
the°S « ~eoPle found themselves with a new view of
feli aniVerse utterly at variance with the traditional
iOA 10Uk beliefs, and in the re-establishment of an
that CC"'Ua”equilibrium Christianity lost heavily. Beliefs
bec. see*ned reasonable enough with the old cosmology
teachO6 “Y*'al and ridiculous with the new. Both the
a ne'asS and teach'nff of Christianity were discredited ;
this W Critical spirit of investigation was evoked, and
nade aPPbed to existing religious beliefs, gradually
all w11 Plain that an after-life was a subject upon which
@ru,-Ce at liberty to guess, but one upon which no
It Uity could be reached.
Who  ay .appear an ordinary observation that the man
yet i"a? lived life well need have no fear of death, and
%nifi *S a statement that carries with it a profound
stren.i?Ln5e’  b'or the fear of death gained its chief
gooj . 1*°m the inculcated belief that, no matter how
the plan miybt be, salvation was impossible without
soutjj ddion of a set of beliefs on behalf of which no
the VIICVIdeace could be offered. In other words, while
death Ue  this life was measured in terms of the next,
The ,r'Vas bound to loom large in human thought.
hoinf ayc was then the entrance-hall to a chamber
etertjai llcb issued the decrees that determined man’s
&ut X| Welfare, and death the summons to attend.
revEr ‘cn the point of view had been completely
fro when<instead of deciding the value of this
eke yV the standpoint of a hypothetical future exist-
SiSS was taken as an end in itself and all others
H r,”~. by it, death and after-death ceased to be the
I'Off factors in life ; the former became what it
educated pagan world—one of the facts of
r i;ileCl° Pacet' with courage and equanimity— and
Hefted ,, assum'ed its true position as a pure speculation
"A 40U tie Psychology of primitive man.

~ man,” says Spinoza, “ thinks of death least
~ath «gs,, and his, wisdom is a meditation not of
'“wre)(oﬁ f life.” One comd1 har say anything

riclgl® the. Point. It is a sickly philosophy, and he is
bty Wt @ W dual that in the midst of life is concerned
g@g’ré,sldeath Happily this figure, once so common
liachin® VOre rare as time advances. The world is fast
iu~ble a *¢ conclusion that life here may be made both
tve llie , “dvcable if human energies are onl)' directed
Ortllre is , r°Per channels. Life is part of nature, and
G ail'liati'6111er ffood nor bad. It is to each what his
dig Ut n renders him capable of experiencing. To
\Nsn b Upon Christian theology the fear of death
A &resent a d strong 10 the man who
‘V|tb°ad °6h nature fairly in the face, with mind
‘t 70 Prejudice, the thought of death €arL bring
- If life has been to him smooth
Kbi¥:A" def€Ar is but the bidding adieu to an
nPerfy”mpanion. if jt has not, he can still say
Serenity of mind :—

Mtprit . Duncan is in his grave ;
Trea« ', fltful fever lie sleeps well ;
Malie ° j las done bis worst: nor steel nor p

Can 1° tf°nm'estic, foreign levy, nothing
nto«ch him further. c
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Acid Drops.

Heathen Japan seems able to teach Christian ;England a
few things worth knowing—and doing. For instance, the
Sanyo Railway devotes to charitable purposes all the money
realised by the sale of platform tickets, the amount being
distributed every half year amongst Orphan Asylums and
other philanthropic institutions. Who ever heard of any-
thing of the kind being done by one of our great railways ?

A man called J. McAuley, of Buffalo, New York, has been
sentenced to twenty-five days’ imprisonment for a very
peculiar offence. A young lady passing him in the street
felt compelled' to look at him ; then she lost her self-control
and walked side by side with him up and down several of the
principal streets. Presently a policeman took hold of her
arm, and the spell was broken. The next scene was the
arrest of the hypnotic McAuley, who was complained of by
other women, and the result is that for a time he has no
one to hypnotise but an unimpressionable prison warder.

On the whole, it seems to us that the hypnotic McAuley
is rather badly treated. Many women feel compelled to go
after a man. Sometimes it's the man’s fault, sometimes it’s
theirs, and sometimes the fault is on both sides. It is a little
rough on the man to treat him as a wizard, and the woman
as a helpless victim.

The Hull Corporation has taken the lead in prosecuting
small Sunday traders, such as the vendors of sweetstuff and
tobacco ; but it is now doing Sunday trade itself on a colossal
scale. It has become the owner of a tramway, and the first
Sunday’s takings ran into three figures of pounds. This
prosperity of ungodliness seems, however, to have frightened
the more pious members of the Town Council, who have
worked through a resolution denouncing the morning service
of tramcars. It is difficult for the ordinary mind to perceive
how morning tramcars can be more wicked than afternoon
or evening tramcars. It is also difficult to see why the
Corporation should carry on Sunday traffic itself and continue
persecuting others for doing the same thing on a much
smaller scale.

Soul-saving is carried on vigorously, however unsuccess-
fully, in the Terrett Memorial Hall, Hotwells, Bristol, under
the presidency of the patron saint, W. Terrett, Esq who
invites the people to “come in crowds.” From the elegant
handbill lying before us, on which the Cross and the Prize
Ring are in intimate association, we see that the exhorting is
chiefly done by two gentlemen called Chaffey Hayman and
Ted King—the former a converted prize fighter, and the
latter a converted docker. Both of them, perhaps, are a
little passé for their old occupations, and find it easier and
more profitable now to tell “ the story of the cross "—as the
handbill announces.

Rev. C. M. Sheldon, author of that trashy What would
Jesus Do? complains that “ there is not in existence in the
‘United States a single Christian daily paper.” He also com-
plains that Church members give more time to reading the
newspapers than to reading the Bible or religious books
and papers. No doubt this is bad for Sheldon and his
clerical brethren, but it has its compensations for those who
are engaged in more useful and honest lines of business.

Ned Wright is now Mr. Ned Wright.
in a tent at Hammersmlth and according to the Christian
an “ important change ” is noticeable in his meetings. Origi-
nally men and women came in about equal numbers, but the
tent is now almost entirely filled with men. The reason of
this change is unconsciously disclosed a little later on, where
we read that “ a striking feature of the Mission is the attend-

ance of many drunken men.”

He is evan%ellsmg

Mr Britten, secretary of the Catholic Truth Society (what a
comical title!), wrote to the proprietors ol Harmsworth's
Magazine protesting against the advertisement of the Protes-
tant Echo. Harmsworth Brothers replied that the advertise-
ment had been inserted without their knowledge and per-
mission, and would not appear again. This firm is the one
that was so easily frightened into dropping the Sunday edition
of the Daily Mail. WIliat on earth is the use of being a
millionaire if you can't call your soul your own whenever a
bigot gets up and howls at you ?

Men of God have many compensations in this miserable
vale of tears. We see it announced in a West of England
paper that the Bishop of Exeter is leaving home for five
weeks. Lucky man ! Many poor Atheists cannot get one
week's holiday. Yet they are to have all the worst of it here-
after. Back seats ill Hades, not a draughty spot near the

door.
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The great Methodist demonstration in Hyde Park fell
rather flat. Four platforms were provided, but only two were
used. It was expected that the Methodists of London would
rally in their thousands, but they failed to put in an appear-
ance, and, despite the brilliant weather, the enterprise was a
failure.

Mr. Price Hughes stated, in the Wesleyan Conference,
that, when he was a young minister, the most influential
minister in the Connection described teetotalism as “ detest-
able,” and only a short time ago it was absolutely illegal to
hold a temperance meeting on Methodist premises. Chris-
tianity has turned its coat on this as on so many other ques-
tions. Religion usually opposes all reform and advancement,
but, when the reform has become inevitable, turns round and
claims all the credit.

Sidney Hall, of Hartford, Connecticut, has left some eleven
thousand dollars in trust for combating “the unscriptural,
unreasonable, and pernicious doctrine of the immortality of
the soul,” which he declares to be “the greatest of pagan
delusions.” This gentleman was a Christian and a believer
in the full inspiration of the Bible.

What a strange book the Bible is as a revelation from God !
You can prove almost anything from it, and disprove almost
anything. One man passionately preaches that it supports
free will ; another man just as passionately preaches that it
supports absolute predestination. One man swears that it
teaches the immortality of the soul ; another man gives eleven
thousand dollars to help prove that it does nothing of the kind.

While certain dignitaries of the Church draw extravagant
emoluments for very inconsiderable services, a number of
the poor clergy are complaining that they have to live on
incomes of less than £100 a year. Some of these unfortu-
nates endeavor to eke out a livelihood in rather odd ways.
Out of the 33,494 priests of the Church of England, hundreds,
we are told, earn incomes by introducing clients to insurance
offices. There is nothing very incongruous in this, after all.
The clergymen simply double their duties as insurance agents.
They induce their flocks to insure their property against fire
in this world, and they undertake to insure the souls of their
flocks against everlasting fire in the world to come.

Here is an instance of real self-abnegation : A clergyman
on the East Coast, feeling that he was living more luxuriously
than he ought, has sold his horse, and presented the proceeds
to the Church Army. Now then, Archbishop of Canterbury,
with your .£15,000 a year; and you, of York, with your
£10,000 a year ; and you, Dr. Creighton, with your £10,000
a year, cannot you spare a little more than you do from your
handsome incomes? You need not “ sell all and give to the
poor,” but you might show a little less inclination to stick to
the loaves and fishes.

Mr. H. W. Clarke, in the Daily News, draws attention to
the untrustworthiness of Clerical Directories and Church
Year Books. He says that the statistics are all cooked by
the incumbents themselves, who want to hide the real amount
of their incomes. The case is instanced of the Rev. William
Ostle, who is returned as vicar of St. Bartholomew’s
Hospital, with a net income of £13 a year anda house. This
man of God actually receives £400 a year, besides having a
paid curate to assist him.

This reminds us of a case that was brought before the
House of Commons about sixty years ago. A well-known
pluralist returned his net income as £ 150 a year, although
his two livings were worth £1,500 a year. On being asked
for an explanation, he said that his wife was delicate and
required a carriage and pair, that his sons had a very expen-
sive education, that he had to keepa horse to journey between
his two parishes, and that when all his expenses were deducted
he had only £150 a year left for himself. In other words,
the reverend gentleman confounded his net income with his
pocket money.

The Salvation Army contingent, at a certain seaside resort,
has a daily beanfeast. It comes out regularly on the sands
under the esplanade, like the nigger troupe and other bands
of entertainers, and at the same intervals. It beats a drum,
blows a cornet, sings poor hymns very poorly, prays a great
deal, gives short addresses as stereotyped as the other enter-
tainers’ songs and sketches, and always keeps a sharp eye on
the collection, although its “ show ” isincomparably the worst
in the town. An occasional study of the people who stop to
listen to the drum, the cornet, the prayers, and the exhorting
tends to corroborate the opinion of Nietzsche that Christianity
is the religion of the unfit. The little gathering—it is never
a large one, except on Sunday, when the Salvation Army
contingent has the place all to itself—is principally composed
of what the inspired writer would call the lame, the blind, the
maimed, and the halt. The females especially seem all
antcmic. They remind one of Ingersoll’'s epigram, that there
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are some young folk who are too consumptive to be vicious.
Those who have no capacity for enjoyment, however innocent,
look upon it as something sinful, leading straight to the
bottomless pit.

The creditors of Mr. D. T. Colquhoun, the pious Treasurer
of the City of Glasgow, will perhaps be wary in future ot
trusting any man on the strength of his godliness. The
trustee announces the liabilities as amounting to £i9i,479>
and the deficiency as no less than £149,698. One creditor at
the meeting wanted to know if a Forgeries Committee would
be appointed. According to all reports, this pious Colquhoun
has been a fearful impostor. _

A striking letter written by Dr. Jowett, the famous Master
of Balliol, is published in the new Autobiography of Do
Samuel Davidson, the Biblical scholar who was turned out
of his college many years ago for heresy. *“ Liberal views t°
theology,” said Jowett, writing in 1885, “make greater pjo
gress than formerly, bul in a sort of subterranean and gs
negative manner. People do not say much about tir
publicly, and the change in their opinions is seen more f;
what they do not say than by what they do...... I nev
hear anyone preach about eternal punishment, or vicario
atonement, or verbal inspiration, and very few about miri. ,ilC
—even the Bishop of London tells us that the miracles of 1
Old Testament have no sufficient evidence.” Of colf
Jowett was referring to the spread of liberal views winl
the Church itself, and not outside.

What do bellicose Christians say to the memorial rece
forwarded to Lord Salisbury by the Society of Friends j,
Great Britain? The memorialists state that they view
the gravest concern the proposed amendment of the lons,' f
used Militia Ballot Act. “ The Society of Friends 4"
held that war is contrary to the spirit and teaching of
and believe that his commands are those that claim alleg™t
above all others.” Strange that there should be suchaj1
difference of opinion as to what really are the teacluns”™
Christ on this momentously important matter. There
to be a second coming of Christ, if only to afford 1'
opportunity of telling us what he actually meant.

The Herald ofPeace, which has Christian proclivities,
“It is estimated that since the Christian era beg*l
4,000,000,000 human beings have perished in war.
an admission 1 -

The real conquerors arc not the generals, but the
not the Kitcheners, but the “ 'Erbcrt Spencers,” as th
tian Evidence men call the distinguished philosopher*

Both parsons and lawyers are barred from the colony . x>
on Edward Bellamy’s book, Looking Backward, "
started at Nashua, and now numbers three thousan ~to P
In view of this exclusion, it is not at all surprising

that the colony has been successful from the start.

A strange mixture of beliefs will be found in RI?y
inscription, which appears on a tombstone in Worn

yard —
Sacred to the memory of

Mr. William Finch,

Born 21st July, 1787,
Died 15th November, 1867

" | believe in the resurrection of the
Also of

Wi illiam Percival Finch,
Died August 22nd, 1870,
In the 46th year of his age.
“ 1 know that my Redeemer liveth

Also
Mary Ann Finch,
Wife of the above.
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“Fathers,” says Sam Jones,the Yankee revivalist ~ Fathers,
you had better go home to-night, pull your boys out of bed,
and tan their hides. If you don't, they’ll go to hell by the
oaiload.” This is a sample utterance of the vulgar talker
whom many of the Christians of America regarded as a

8 %er than Ingersoll. There is no accounting lor taste or
absence.

. The American Theosophists do not admit that Mrs. Besant
Is the inheritrix of Madame Blavatsky’s mantle, and the
universal goodwill of her business. They have a lady ot their
°Wh"ho advances a first claim—Katherine A. Tingley, who
runs a handsomely-printed paper called the New Century,
i'Inch is more characterised by emotion than by intellect.
July 29 number, just to hand, has a mystical leaderette

un the death of Ingersoll, whose spirit, we are told, will
1" Ore long be reincarnated. But nobody will know it,

o™ h| self won’t know it. That is one of the beauties

"I JXT- It advances what no one can prove
An American preacher named Farrar, curiously enough,
Preached on Sunday in Westminster Abbey. One of the
A'ugs he said was much like letting the cat out of the bag.
JAmarked that he lgexpected to die, some d lIJt was in
°nurry todo go  Qf course not< ~ The very sky-pilots now-
n‘)s fion't want to go to heaven until they must. 1X

f V_ good, plump bird in the hand to any number of
9)'e birds in invisible bushes.

is al?n so learned and aristocratic a paper as the
Whiter \° triP. for recently it compared a celebrated
istu: *° iln author whom it called “ Bandeluire (
Daiiv ~in& which gives point to the definition
y Mail as “ a paper edited by office-boys for ofhee-boys.

«
<)e

M

Anp~re informed that there is no truth in the rume°r that
Ti,, ce Hughes intends to change the title of the Mt
tO that of the Methodist Story Teller.
F.
dst-gah;: <e1mof Castellon, Valencia, Spain, have created a
eS °Ver’ .Lays the Catholic Times, because the Catholics
fk acred it t”eir doors small placards bearing the words.
S~ reetldnN Jesus,n _Fro t might be supposed
ajain >nthe vCrs bad adopte t[ine aﬁclent methods of Catholic
aT f persecutlng unacceptable forms of private
ﬁlﬁw Vlat was the “disturbance” ? Simply that
s na'led over their doors cwntervplacards

tOj Oa sufyj ' .Says bore “ revolutionary inscriptions.” Here
inthe _ the °1d engeavor of the Catholic system
-civil law to its ai

M .
so-called revolutionary inscriptions?
En mn$th|n>|HUIJ ”.ot reP*v to the “ Sacred Heart of Jesus”

sysuribi D Viade of the mark as reflections on the
rem'hat the \i m“nt- The C. T. gives it _all away when it
vd t}or ordered the placards of both kinds to be
- iend divine service is a punishable offence in
1«or Jack Tars !
ijjere is

Church stakc about U | theseverance between Hodge
a Is making itself apparent more and more
“flled V; .resP°ndent of the Guardian signing himself

W) tes to complain that his morning
“coming “ fine by* degrees and beautifully

I°f1

*essatlpis arnT,

cL.

1o)d » /v'th few exceptions, are doing_thReir
iw Wb year =n  PeoP'e, and yet the congrega'ﬂieg)fr‘]S
Co u.eir >c?r- T,ie men especially are

;ttgg éﬁé:enﬁé vli—(!ggdly one in ter? of th¥e laborers
& G gpusch ser 3 thia pariah the mo.rg.mg
fwb-auy ycars a.g°i were nearly as goo

tiv;A thfaf;)mierly) IAJyar/c still fairly attended, although Ret
now, where there used to be titty or

ﬁ* twenty. The farmers used to come
¥ now they come two or three times a

thTe barely

U8 ey

Sflbors te]) “s »s also the case in the chapel. My
same story.
9& L.
1C linat.]ﬁ} ‘klu havi d
BN O Hscrr- 0\0 ,00,icd after his own churches @

the
T» BUtNg, hGer{Pthd WHEMFolBd by
e nlav."jg  tile sw“Plover the islands, causing many
Wm;ﬁ]?‘ded survivors homeless and destitute.
-~ falilsCrbya I'r°vidence that carefully notes

nds.

| 1"Sc |
"ttle U/ n °“ ‘denl- Lit, °*"'1,10 Morning l.eader points out
With . vatl 'within a Tew days, several
“ear Tu  dcaths recently. The curate of

ril>Was struck dead by lightning,
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another priest was poisoned by mistake, and now an Italian
priest has been stabbed on his way to the sacristy by a
revengeful parishioner. The watchful care of the Lord over
those who serve him is wonderful.

The Society for the Conversion of the Jews ought to make
much of the following little story, which, of course, is a pure
invention : Some time ago the Jews in Odessa held a meeting
to congratulate themselves updn the revision of the Dreyfus
affair. A young Jew rose and said the revision of the Dreyfus
case put the obligation upon all the Jews of the world to
revise another unjust trial and sentence—namely, that of
Jesus of Nazareth. He did not quite indicate how the “ revi-
sion ” in that case was to be effected. All that now can be
done is for the Jews of the world to assemble and pass a
resolution that Jesus of Nazareth died on the cross without a
stain on his character. There is no other possible reparation,
and, |fwe wait until that takes place, we shall have towait a
very long time.

A memorial against Sunday trains was presented to the
half-yearly meeting of the London and North-Western Rail-
way' Company. It was signed by 1,500 shareholders. Lord
Stalbridge, the Chairman, remarked that the Company had a
fund into which went the dividends of shareholders who did
not like to take them because they were earned on Sunday.
The fund amounted to ns. 9d.

The religious disturbances on the sands at Rhyl, which
necessitated an appeal to Parliament a little time ago, have
been repeated at Llandudno. The Rev. John Wood, the anti-
Ritualistic clergyman, maintains that he has a perfect right
to preach on the foreshore. Each evening he takes his stand
there, and is immediately interrupted by the police, who
request him to desist, and, upon a refusal, haul him down
from his stand, and bodily carry him away. Having made
his protest, Mr. Wood gives out a hymn, and adjourns to a
mission room he has engaged.

Guernsey is so afflicted with the Sabbatarian craze that on
Sundays no place of refreshment whatever is allowed to be
opened on the island. The Guernsey Evening Press, com-
menting on the stupidity of the authorities’, says: “On
Sunday about 250 misguided individuals from Cherbourg
paid us a visit. What could have possessed them to do any-
thing so foolish we cannot imagine. Probably they were not
aware of the sort of welcome that would be extended to them,
or they would have stopped away. They could not get any-
thing either to eat or drink, and they wandered about discon-
solate, hungry, and thirst). It is not at all likely that the
same people will make the same mistake twice. It is not
only unutterably foolish of us to treat people who come to
see us in this way, but it is barbarous cruelty as well.”

A Tricnte newspaper publishes a list of deceased persons
who have been created “saints” by the Roman Catholic
Church during the last three centuries. Their nationality is
as follows:—Italians, 28; Spaniards, 17; Portuguese, 1;
French, 6; Dutch, 12; Belgian, 4; Polish, 1; Germans, 2
It seems rather a reflection on Great Britain that, according
to this statement, no one from our soil has been thought
worthy of this distinction. The golden opportunity of
earlier centuries having passed, there is very little hope for
us in the future. The reflection brings with it a feeling of

sadness.

Interwewed on the recent decision as to ritual, the Rev.

C _hgg_n of Walworth, said he was of opinion that a

great eal of t/me lias been wasted in discussing practices
which, even if generally adopted, would have little effect on
the general well-being of the community. If the energy
devoted to these disputes had been centred in endeavors to
improve the housing of thc working classes and the sanitation

of the peerer districts, Mr. Jephson thinks tha ore

real good would have Deen done. Fre regar

regards e W
dispute as contemptible.

Lord Kitchener’s favorite book is said to be the Moham-
medan Koran. He has a copy always with him. What’s
gone with his Bible? We always thought that every British
soldier carried a New Testament in his pocket, if only to ston

bullets. F

More Sabbath stupidity. A Wrexham gentleman left a
bequest for the provision of Sunday band concerts at Wrex-
ham. The Rhos and Wrexham Ministers’ Association have
met and passed a resolution thanking the Rhos Silver Band
and the Klios Male Voice Party for refusing to give their
services in connection with the trust.

Dr. Fairbairn, in an article in thc Contemporary Review,
.rives to English readers a striking instance of how the
idolatry of the mass as practised in England is looked upon
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by the Hindu. “ We,” said the Hindu, “make an image or
a symbol of our god, but we never confound either with the
god it speaks of. The most illiterate person knows that there
I1s one Vishnu and one Siva and one Vali, and that there is
not such an infinite multitude of these deities as there are
symbols or images in the land. But you, you take a piece
of bread and a cup of wine ; you mutter over them a prayer,
and they straightway become the flesh and blood of your god,
which you offer in sacrifice and then consume. Inall Hindu-
ism you will find no idolatry so gross as that.”

Great credit is due to Mr. Labouchere lor exposing in Truth
a scandalous instance of the diversion of a charitable fund
for the poor to purely Church purposes in the parish of
Chobham. So long ago as 1827 the Charity Commissioners
decided that the money was left for “ the benefit of the indus-
trious poor.” Yet it has been, and still continues to be, applied
by the churchwardens to the maintenance of the fabric of the
Church and for other Church purposes. In the Chobham
parochial magazine the churchwardens defend the continued
misapplication by stating that the money is devoted to a public
object, “ the Church being freely opened to every parishioner
who chooses to worship there.”

Did ever anyone hear of such a barefaced fraud upon the
poor, or such a contemptible attempt at justification ? As
Truth says, “there is not a shadow of doubt that the charity
was left to the ‘industrious poor,” and to the poor it should
be given.”

A correspondent of the Cape Argus says that, since residing
in Cradock, he has been particularly struck with the sharp-
ness of the juvenile population of the town. A Sunday-school
teacher took a class of girls, and chose for his lesson the
subject of the Prodigal Son. Expounding the parable, he
told how all rejoiced at the return of the prodigal. One
little maiden, however, piped forth: “ Teacher, I know one
who was not glad.” “ And who was that ?” asked the teacher.
“ Please, teacher, it was the fatted calf!”

We hear a great deal about blessings from on High,
though sometimes they appear to come in an unexpected
and not altogether acceptable fashion. An aeronaut, having
exhausted his sandbags, and finding his balloon still falling,
threw overboard, one after the other, two light cane-bottomed
chairs. The first grazed the back of a countryman who was
digging potatoes. The man, rubbing his back, looked round
and saw with surprise a chair lying at his feet. While he still
gazed in wonderment, down flopped the second chair close by
him. “ Bill,” cried the amazed yokel to a companion, “ | say,
Bill, they must have got the bailiffs in heaven !”

Christianity and the Japanese.

A series of striking articles on the religious situation ,in
Japan, and the comparative condition of Christianity and
Buddhism at the present time, have appeared in U\cJapanese
Times published at Tokio. The writer, described as a Chris-
tian, says : “ Learned men from Japan who went abroad dis-
covered that vice, crime, poverty, and depravity prevailed to a
greater extent among Christian nations than in Japan before
Christianity had been taught, while those who remained at
home could not blind their eyes to the fact that immigrants
from Christian nations brought into Japan vices and immoral
practices which were unknown before their arrival, and would
not be tolerated by a pagan people. Before the Christians
arrived the Japanese were an honest, innocent, unsus-
pecting people. The Christians took advantage of their con-
dition to swindle them, but the Japanese soon learned the
tricks, and the commercial immorality that is now complained
ot is due to their quick imitation of foreign customs.”

Obituary.

It is with deep sorrow that | record the death, after a very
i hurt illness, of Mr. Richard Samuel Smith, on August 2, aged
fifty- ux years. He was a member of the Plymouth, Devonport,
and Slonehouse Branch of the N. S. S. for nearly twenty years,
and lie was president for several years. He was a good
working member and a staunch supporter, always ready to
help the cause with his brains as well as his pocket. He sat
on the Devonport School Board for several years, having
completely broken down the prejudice against him which
was so hostile when he first stood for the Board, and went in
at the top of the poll. He was the best-known Secularist in
the lhrce Towns, and his place will be hard to fill.—G. F. Il
McCluskey.

Ilie Dundee Evening Telegraph prints a column aiid a half
of appreciative notice of “The Dead Agnostic’—Colonel

Ingersoll ostensibly from the pen of a Dundee Lassie in
New York.
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Special.

I am writing another brief “ Special ” at the seaside
but 1 shall be back in London by the time this weeks
Freethinker is in its readers’ hands. My first duty =
returning will be to form the projected Company f°r
which | have been asking support. This will not take
long. In about a fortnight those whose promises
have received and acknowledged will be requested ©O
take shares legally on the basis of a formal Prospects
which will be sent them by post.

Owing to this absence from London my correspdl
dence is sadly disorganised. However, 1 acknovvledi
the fresh promises that have reached me since 1 'VfOtf
out the last list for the printer. 1 add, for the sake
some who may be pleased to hear it, that | am 1l
best of health and eager for work. Perhaps this
will encourage the laggards to forward me

G. W. I

gga

thek
promises speedily. ’
P.S.—The following are the promises of support élf\

received, the figure after each name indicating the iU
of £1 shares —

Previously acknowledged:— jp.
Mr. George Anderson, 500; A London Friend, 5°2'dil
RlotaceS. Seal, 200 ; Mr. Fr. Essemann, 100; A Scotch *
50; Mr. S. Hartmann, 30; Messrs. John and Janies Meu * .
20 ; Mr. Richard Johnson, 20; Mr. C. Girtanner, 22' Q
T. E. Green, 10; Mr. George Dixon, 10; Mr. C. Qy
A Gateshead Friend, 10; Dr. T. R. Allinson, 10;
Warren, 3; Mr. Joseph Barry, 5; Mr. Jas. Partridge, S i,

A. L. Brame, 5; Mr. S. M. Peacock, 5; Mr. W. IL At
Mr. M. Christopher, 2; Shares to Mr. G. W. "0 AV
1,000 ; Mr. Sydney A. Gimson, 25; Mr. W. llardakeG i<
Joseph Guy, 15; Mr. B. L. Coleman, 10; Mr. L. GI g.r

Mr. William Bailey, 10; Mr. Peter Gorrie, 10;
Strange, 10; Mr. G. Langridge, 10; Mr. Richaru Jattf
Mr. A. B., 5; Mr. G. E. Luplon, 5; Mr. J. D.

Mr. J. Il., 5; Mr. T. Ollerenshaw, 3; Dragon,-- iqrY;
M. Vance, 2; Mr. L. Leggett, 2; Mr. R. Alger-"."j; P
Freeman, 2; Mr. T. A. Spivey, 2; Mr. C. Shepher”r,’
Harold Elliot, 1; Mr. A. G. Lye, 2; Mr. John¢V,
Mr. John Roberts, 3; Mr. J. Mating, 5; ”rs.,-1 tes,,
Button, 5; Mr. David Mitchell,5; Mr. Jesse Olive \%
Mr. Janies Fulton, 10; Mr. Il. A. Cumber, 5-
Brammer, 5; Mrs. Martha Dye, 5; Mr. G. Il., 11 ' j

1; Mr. Martin Weatherburn, 5; Mr. Janies Ne< ' 'y,
Neate, 2; Mr. George Taylor, 2; Mr. Il JluHON 14
John Waller, 5; Mr. J. Bullock, 2; Mr. A, )O\MﬂlLV
Dr. R. T. Nlchols 10; Mr. J. Keast 1; Mr. E— n

Mr. J. G. Thompson 2 Mr. Albert Smart 5-8..1ct|| ="
Carroll, 10; Mr. J. M. Day, 1; Mr. W. N. :

Mrs. I). P. Swectland, 2; Mr. T. II. Seymour (_3llflV
Hayes, 2; MI H. Barrati, 5; Mrs. C arlotte §j,-]\6?.

Mr.F..W...Donaldson, 5 ; Mr. R. Axelly, 2

1; Mr. J. F. Hampson, y Mr. 1L Garthwalte ........ »
Garthw.alﬂd Mr. C. E. HaII 5; Mr. George-*j~5d' |
Mr. H. B. Dodds, 2; Mr. T. Hill, 2; Mr. * Mb.f
Mr. G. W. HoIIoway, 4: Mr. Robert Jacob,

Brown, i; Mr. W. M. Constant, 2; pete %
James Davie, 10.; Mr. J. W. Dawson, 2; Mr- jj. J- k
2; M. A. Lewis, 2; Mr. David Watt, H ,rO||HeSCd\/I
Luke Vickers, 2; Mr. J. Fish, 1; Mr- S. cecul\,.kdlu
J. W. Griffiths, 1; Mr. J. T. Embleton, 2i 'SV J;,
Limited, 20; Mr. George Ennson, Si MN\\ gld#

Mr. Jas. Baker, 1; Mr. J. M. Mclnnes, Mf- kd&tj*
10; Mr. E. Wilson, 5; Mr. John Proctor, 1 -

Mr. J. C. Banks, 3; Mr. J. Oscar, 1; IM: pYr~0Ot
Dr. E. B. Foote (New York), 5; Mr. J-
W. J. K. Rider, 2. Total, 3,066.

This week’s acknowledg]ll
Ms» Filomas JONNSM 10 ; Mrs. , 1V|zd§'§{(
hum Branch, 2; Mr. Janies Weston, 5°' ,. I\/I*‘ jF'1!
Mr. I_:_l_ J%ckf(on 1: Mr. W. H Dcul™?’ I|eII 2/\“\(/]\;#(1,
r. T. Perki |am tcly
JMotman, 5; Rﬁr yk}\vl 1 l\ﬁ Au%
G. Fryar, 2 Mr. F. S. Flnden 1 r-
Mr. G. A Lovett 1
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

eptember 3, Atheneeum Hall, London ; 10, South Shields ; o
GEang)]ow. X

To Correspondents.

Mr- Charles Watts's Lecturing Engagements.— September
3>New Brompton ; 10 and 17, Athenaum, 73 Tottenham Court-
Nol L 14’ Birmingham. October i, Sheffield ; 29, Glasgow.
‘November 12, Liverpool.—All communications for Mr. Charles
Watts should be sent to him at 24 Carminia-road, Balham,
bAV. if a reply is required, a stamped and addressed enve-
°Pe must be enclosed.

J S, Linden.—Y our letter does just as well. No doubt tlieie
?re many, like yourself, who wish they could take twenty shares,
utcan only take one. Still, they should take the one, rathei
than none at all.
*W. Blythe.—T hanks for cutting. See paragraph.
A- Lovett.—You may be able to take more shares by and
ytit is well to make a beginning now. Thanks also for
ni;U>'0°d wishes,
Ongd'P leased to receive your interesting letter. We
a1l you will eontinue to meet brutal bigots in your

Attemnt
I*kelv ¢ S»to Pr°pagate Freethought. But you do not seem

Hknrv P easi'y deterred.
Captai ° R .—We did not intend the slightest reflection on
Ca>ze dIlonro- We merely expressed regret that the Secular
ICrvie(.s°es. not l,rolit as much as it used to do by his valuable
at 7iu]| ' **e agree with you that something ought to be done
ratum ' \ui “bat an energetic local leader is a great deside-
shall % apRen we have the new Company faj,r{y started we
Iim% ?l J}io give more personal attention ’to the organisa-

Dorova € S86cujar movement throughout the country.
A \y" Thanks. See “ Acid Drops.”
selves ; E is a pleasure to see ladies interesting them

WHR(D, LRSI " ST |
Bible pis'ig)‘\'/ —You will find'what you require ill NIr. Ioote's
t'Vopenc omances "—the one entiield A Virgin Mother, price

J'L Hai *
shares|,, " the Blackburn Branch wishes to take two
some pcr Ic JJuw Company, it will have to hold them through

, Qojistitnt Si'i as a m°ral trustee, as the Branch is not a legally

A-R. M“‘ed body. Thanks, anyhow.
iot>mjn  (Hull).—Your letter came to hand too late for
vicularist.N St issuc* We never said that you were a passive
tRVenent 10 doubt you help to push along the cause in your
~oughto a“?ut the town. Our reference was solely to Free-
re w_L'anisation, which you admit wants seeing to in Hull.

a we € agree ang 'the matter—may-te left, For the
A . ,ou have our best wishes.
the'/I SPONDENT WRG 8RS us a brief cutting on
o cdated A t Y t x1 "
arH'Ible pf" “REhaRdARb devbtes twery-Foir s to ndy

C acd fdapair of jackdaws must have a kink in his
].9,- ' abeein his bonnet.” , week's Freethinker.
t e T-Your letter was too lalc for, a b o M Freethought

" 7ot think it is worth while troubling A hUle

fc §alp°n in Brl%toflrj_ust at the Posent be made
gin. «". Perhaps, a definite and continuous eno

awNB, heausP'ces of the N. S. S. Executive. ~  Col,pany

s. "Two Chun-1

through reading Y
the kind ; tw

"0V JniUKs°N, who takes one share

a»en Ird "opes to take m(r)]re in *utulc:

oy taking ip the . .
By Aﬁ?\é\’ r 'Sﬁg,l{he price, do nothing

5 €l ;

O s 1eur i~ helped according to their means and oppor-
N P Reader ®W,|"d raake greater progress.

e ,.Ovidein-i, Caks highly of Mr. Cohen's articles on Pain
'he nieax,,,'Ini,.gaii *° think,” he adds, "that you

ts* °say no e °*.the Spiritualists. If Ingersoll has
1B ' e* him say it through Mr. Foote or Mr.
' in
S M ! \flo‘{xcu“ ings.
n SKB/  ter does just as well.

did Tour obituary of the late R. S. Smith, of

RNIVS ."eek rLilCh us.b' time for last week's [§84¢ We
re.l’th AO|| Usu'b it looks rather belated RPW. We

3 ikKbed I,:’ 'uu he'd him In the highest respect. We
=-.e biov,!l n °"e of i],. Old Guard. It Is a great
the Three Towns to lose botti Mr.

CMB—-All“ 010
cs ' bénN,,dcf,s'or literature sliouhl he sent direct

V ’es .1'"ses d.i]. "S them to Mr. Foote gives him trouble,
V . ,bsence delay, as i, the present case, owing to Mr.
J"1'» i,c W ,,. We have made no special

°f Mr jjPPv of the Freethinker at Liverpool

Adcfowhal &/'N-W e ks “or >°"r valued cuttings.
PL |S"*m'Jotvever *Te obliged to you for the American papers

o\ 3-bR,Lil,'tie. ' * ro;uly reached us from a correspondent
R W y P

4 «i'oM~M.~bccived with thanks.
1,*8 S' oiilsmu. obtain the journal you mention from

h a Subj, "%rppefqtlﬂ rD9RidY Featment.
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R. Chapman.—Your lecture notice for last week was not posted
at South Shields till Tuesday, and it reached our office on
Wednesday.

G. A. Lovett.—Certainly, as you say, a change has come over
the scene when a Christian is run in for disturbing an Atheist
meeting.

G. W. B.—We have nothing to add to what we have previously
said. It is idle to say that we are dogmatising because we
decline to believe without evidence. Thanks for the cutting.

G. LI Williamson.—We have included your name in the list.
You will find the conditions suit your conscience. We fancy
the volume of verse by Dunbar, the negro poet, is published at
5s.  Our own copy was bought some time ago, and we are not
quite sure what we gave for it.

E. Wilson.—We are not surprised that the Daily Mail did not
answer your request for an authorisation of the silly story of
Ingersoll’s being silenced at Toronto.

LI, Percy Ward.—Your letter reaches us too late for this week’s
issue. We shall be happy to insert such a paragraph in our
next.

A. R. Jones.—No doubt a good many readers, like yourself, will
look forward to the Library Edition of Ingersoll's lectures,
addresses, writings, etc., which we hope to see produced by the
new Company. Of course it will involve a large expenditure at
the outset.

Some correspondence stands over till next week in consequence
of the editor's absence from London.

Papers Received.—Secular Thought—Open Court—Torch of
Reason—Blue Grass Blade—Western Mail—Evening Telegraph
(Dundee)—Free Society—Ethical World—Crescent—Western
Evening Herald—North American—Public Opinion—Free-
thought Magazine—Der Arme Teufel—Sydney Bulletin—De
Vrije Gedachte—Awakener of India—NeAV York Sun—New
York Herald—Progressive Thinker—Isle of Man Times—
Liberator— Freidenker—Truthseeker (N. Y.)—People’s News-
paper.

Letters for the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to
28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C.

Lecture Notices must reach 28 Stonecutter-street by first post
Tuesday, or they will not be inserted.

The National Secular Society’s office is at No. 377 Strand,
London, where all letters should be addressed to Miss Vance.
It being contrary to Post-Office regulations to announce on the
wrapper when the subscription expires, subscribers will receive
the number in a colored wrapper when their subscription is

due.

The Freethinker will be forwarded direct from the publishing
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid :—One year,
10s. 6d.; halfyear, 5s. 3d.; three months, 2s. Sd.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by
marking the passages to which they wish us to call attention.
Orders for literature should be sent to Mr. R. Forder, z8 Stone-

cutter-street, E.C.

Scale of Advertisements :—Thirty words, is. 6d.; every suc-
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements :—One inch,
4s. 6d.; halfcolumn, £1 2s. 6d.; column, £2 5s. Special terms
for repetitions.

Sugar Plums.

London Freethinkers are desired to note that the Athenaeum
Hall, 73 Tottenham Court-road, will be reopened for Sunday
evening lectures on September 3, when Mr. Foote will
occupy the platform and deliver a special introductory lecture.
Mr. Charles Watts will follow Mr. Foote for two Sundays.

A Freethought demonstration takes place in Battersea Park
to-day (Sunday) at 3.30. Messrs. Foote, Cohen, Moss, and
lieaford will address the meeting, which will beheld in the
part of the Park usually assigned to public assemblages. A
brake will be used as a platform.

The excursion to Littlehampton on Sunday, August 27, of
tiich particulars will be found in our advertisement columns,
onuses to be a success. But we should like it to be a
imping success. We hope the London Freethinkers will
Ily in strong force on this festive occasion. There ought to
a party of five hundred at least. Most of the leading men
(lie N. S. S. will join the excursion, including Messrs.

>ote, Watts, Cohen, Forder, etc.

In completing the arrangements for the Freethinkers’ outing,
iss Vance has visited Littlehampton, and recommends the
Frcshment caterers whose addresses are printed on the
ndbills announcing the excursion. If those who intend
iiting Arundel and other places of interest will give her
evious notice, she will engage char-a-bancs, and thus prevent
rties being split up. The return fare per these vehicles is
6d. Miss Vance suggests that, to prevent disappoint-
ing the purchase of tickets should not be left until Sunday
jrning. The railway authorities do not encourage the sale
private excursion tickets on their premises, and the man
tli the tickets may be difficult to find, added to which the
mmittee are doing their level best to sell out.

Independent Pulpit, Waco, Texas, reproduces Mr.

lie
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Foote’s article on “Dying Like a Dog.” Editor Shaw’s
monthly is always welcome over here. He maintains it at a
high level of excellence. We only hope that the circulation
is equal to its merits.

The Western Evening Herald (Plymouth) notes the fact that
Sir Robert Stout, the new Chief Justice of New Zealand, is
singular among the occupants of high judicial office in being
an avowed Atheist. He was formerly known as “the
Bradlaugh of the Antipodes.” Sir Robert Stout is fifty-five
years of age. He was born in the Shetland Islands.

The Western Mail supplement last week contained a story
by Ivy Desmond of an atheistic Doctor Harcourt, who did
good amongst the poor, and was buried at last by a clergy-
man who said he was “a truer Christian than many a man
so-called.” There is a certain lack of intellectual grip in such
writing, but it shows an altered tone in the general mind,
which we hail with satisfaction. It is something when
Atheists in popular stories cease to be devils ; it is something
more when they become doubt-distracted angels.

The centre of the world’s interest just now is at Rennes.
Dreyfus is on trial again, and is gaining more sympathy
every day. His outburst of passion on Monday gained him
many friends amongst the dramatic French people. Some
of them thought him too cold and collected. They did not
reflect how for five long years he had to school himself in
self-control until it became a settled habit. Only in that
way could he pass through his awful ordeal. His enemies
were seeking his death. He knew it, and he had to suffer in
silence in order not to give them fresh opportunities for
cruelty. On one occasion, as we now learn, a warder actually
hit him over the head with a heavy stick. And he could not
resent it, but had to bow submissively for the sake of the
future, for the sake of his wife and children, for the sake of
his reputation. But on Monday he showed some of the old
fire with which he stood proudly erect and protested his
innocence during the infamous ceremony of his degradation.
He stood up again before the Court Martial at Rennes, facing
General Mercier with clenched fist, and told that leading
villain of the piece what was his duty—namely, to confess
that he had grievously wronged an innocent man. The
scene was intensely dramatic, and Dreyfus was actually
applauded.

Every honest man who has any sense is perfectly satisfied
that Dreyfus is innocent. But the Church and the Army arc
against him, and are moving heaven and earth to have him
found guilty by hook or by crook. They know there is no
real case against him, but they rely upon prejudice and all
sinister influences. Still, we believe that Dreyfus will be
acquitted. If he is sent back to his unspeakable torture in
order to gratify the interests opposed to his vindication, the
whole world will look upon France as a dishonored and
doomed nation. But we cannot believe it will come to that.
Our trust is in theopen trial. Behind the judges stands the
conscience of civilisation, looking on with steady, implacable
eyes.

Hie fight involves more than the fate of Dreyfus, as we have
said all along. The Daily News correspondent put it plainly
on Monday : “ I he Dreyfus trial is really one of strength
between the party that made the great Revolution and the
combined parties that have ever since prevented its Republican
and popular evolution.” bortunately the Ministry is now on
the true Republican side, and General Gallifiet is dealing
firmly with the military traders in sedition—men who forget
that they are soldiers and fancy they are politicians.

One of the Dreyfus storiesenables us to think a little better
of common human nature. When the authorities, out of
mere wantonness or malignity, ordered him to be put in irons
every night on that awful Devil’s Island, his immediate
gaolers took pity upon him and did their best to relieve his
misery. They crept into his cell and padded his gyves with
a liandkerchief or scarf in order to prevent the iron from
eating into his sore flesh ; and they returned at daybreak to
remove the evidence of their charity. The poor prisoner
dared not speak ; he could only look his thanks to those
kind-hearted fellows.

Mr. G. L. Mackenzie’s long-promised collection of Free-
thought verses —many if not most of them contributed from
time to time to our own columns - is published this week by
Mr. Forder. The title of Brimstone Ballads is a racy one.
It should catch the eye and arrest attention. Mr. Foote has
supplied an Introduction at the author's request. We hope
the volume, which is neat and cheap, will have a considerable
sale, if only to compensate Mr. Mackenzie for the pens, ink,
and paper he must have consumed in the mechanical part of
the production of these poems. Had he turned g gifts of
satire and pointed versification to politics, instead of devoting
thefr_r][ to Freclhought, he might have realised a handsome
profit.
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Absolution by Telephone.

W hat next ? Confession and absolution by telephone
is surely a very curious, as it is quite the latest
attempt to make science the handmaiden of religion,
has not yet been sanctioned and carried into effect, by
it is seriously proposed in the Roman Catholic Churen,
and is now under the solemn consideration of the Ho;
See- . f tre

The proposal may excite a smile on the part ot 1
ungodly. Even the pious Catholic may, at the bt
blush, look upon it somewhat askance as an odd use
the appliances of this world in connection with the P
paration for kingdom come. But it is quite within™
range of possible accomplishment, especially as ]dto
believed that the Vatican, so far, is rather incline
favor its adeption.

Besides, the Protestant Church has almost PrcP f
the way for the innovation ; for have we not reQ
heard of sermons and hymns conveyed by telepl ~
from the conventicles in which they were pre&che
sung to patients in hospitals, and to sick person
their homes ? There is the notable example of the
of Wales, who— when confined indoors at Osho“”
the accident which happened to him—was put( jn
munication by telephone with a fashionable chur 4
Wie \Mebi End. Tien it was that be had the dpeE
pleasure of listening to a sermon full of fulsome  gGjl
to himself and his misadventure. Probably

VA'AN

used on that particular Lord’s Day for qulf
purpose— say, for instance, the transmission of
news from Newmarket, the acceptances o
starting prices and tips. As it was, he, no :p)lSP
speedily turned his Royal ear from the sickening

and betook himself to a quiet game at cards, «H
haven t noticed that that preacher has yet been A
with any preferment. He probably now

Subsists on hope,
The distant good that mocks appro;

jate
AISi

ach- s ol

But there arc other interesting insfanceaic(gg?uw

consolation by telephone— more or es;s

the recipients. That great man, Dr. Pﬁrkerfesﬂ’a(dﬂ«
a ghostly visitant at the bedside of sickness,

himself, we are glad to say, from,"“ such

telephone received in his Temple any *\/
swear words as that which feJl from his lips on aac
iu. esS .

Si.LPly

dern medium would be | ..

aS fready taken place. ’

"dt,'ons>and in cases uf .

nt Proposed by Catholics tol,j

service of the Lord. Jjjgf

s a means ofhear! °fac°nfcssor to usethete P ~

1*»sent person when 'fl* conl€ss‘on and_absolw *
°2c solemn reliV; lere Was time and Opp°rij -, fK
rdmaryand p ~ . Us duties to be performed |,

danger Of death<any c¥MRot DEVREREHbE REU0e K2

thought that c tstrumengfrﬂlght c fittin yitlﬁ

mish casul
With the usual keenness ul penitent
subtly argued that, as the priest a”*“ fL. togetib®tHt

such a case be truly said to be eon\L™ [}j toeilyd
might also be said to bc morally P*~urdl 1
and thus the requirement of the 1€

fulfilled. sQuls » 4
We must, however, possess m \ "Cyb

until we receive the pronouncem nw
i i * inforeSRR)
_ and dellcat.e qlé%sygll%gent lﬂ
with many Cor_lsequent. 'ient is Sarﬂio@ﬁ@
Obviously, if the expédie». 1 C MV
into 1 , the utmost care wu _ ,nfess® i.e,,_(;né

As we suppose the rev. fa'hcfr ,cie* by’

timely provision for these em
eh card

cvelopinent of
Only under cert-,;
ccessity, is it a(
press science jri(f
certainly bc

J
g 6

ailing penitents ome su S.P-%*
Tin: Vkrv Kr  Fatin® N theS** y
Sanctuary s
;tept t
Telephone No. toyrg. P
.t

. for
it will be imperatively necc ,\,art)(/) be gidte -
inquires, “ Arc you there/' by
Very Rev. Father is there

one else. Too dreadful toc
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d'St;ressmif results if, by chance, the peniten~weje
wrongly switched on, and, in his impatien > ° d

with a breathless recital of his sins to an astonished ana

unsympathetic stranger. Great care, too,
to be taken that the young ladies at the Central ielef

honic Exchange had no opportunity of. f ‘cially
hese secret and confidential communication P are
those peculiarly private interrogations w uc 1p e(

Permitted to make, and to which penitents are expectea
to unequivocally reply.
tion will be paid when the Catholic hierarchy Jiavc given
their consent to the ingenious proposal. That there
WU be long hesitation and many misgivings before tha
:anction is accorded we may be tolerably sure. iere
*San." up-to-dateness ” about the suggestion that seems
Tiungly at variance with the spirit of a Church which
Prides herself upon her adherence to primitive forms ana
NSstoms— being the same yesterday, to-day, and or
afvedt least, until that oft-predicted end of the world
If
isstiﬁ'“—Ch In assent be secured from the Holy See, there
state SOrme doubt whether penitents, even in a parlous
p rivity not. be disinclined to avail themselves of the
of thc™ri N 's a great deal to expect a male member

strengthn'rC™, and still more a female, to shout—if
mpn,'V, """ uuEtlremains—through a mechanicalarr< a -

son t e Ue telephone, details of a string of offences,
t0.i° °/ which may be of a strictly private nature. 1

't’h/E olt'fl?e!?;tr?(?>wl‘ﬂl1<3 p(issllble runnlnquzf)"mment,ary fron:
epeat"it”” °f “,What do you say What's that?
elal’g:ue ;L fnd-: SPeak Up, kdi't yyy ?” The sort of

amekmad- 1,d will occur may be left to the reader’s
"to the'0'l- whisper an avowal of transgressions
Privacy "ai the priest in the seclusion and
riattef) [[° 'bc confessional box is quite another

nervc 10llIEb that at times requires a certain amount
"dies, hjuld :I £reat deal of self-abasement. Many
ANuctance'Yever piously inclined, might feel a natural
vire to unbosom themselves on a cold telephonic
OS]
i UWo,iV, ih view of the condition of the penitents
NveS d hc telePbonically confessed and telephonically
~onso BU&HEns such as those suggested by St.
N3 'BpaG ,,de l—‘guori, of pious memory, might be
'>as they would ordinarily, and the instru-
Ul Purer n'res thereby kept reasonably clean for other
fle ."bted purposes. But the telephone would be of
CitlnE brea7 h\uCe to thc Church in eliciting, ere the
ben 'Pade 1' lad passed away, whether the penitent
Of°"e$ts fOr p c atonement for his sins by adequate

sovn°Urse, a, j lic purposes. If he hadn’t, the priest,
lef.Oegn g: wd “r'ng off” at once, as a mark of
de "‘th il0 i?casure. The penitent would then be

Avdbe d a lernative but to send for a lawyer, or
ad bs°lutio mned-

tdies' As j.'vouid not be accompanied by many diffi-
Vaui,c°nfeSsor's said..that the faithful in listening to
Jda.' oe an « are listening to Christ himself, there
Hioug , he SalaCXprcssible charm and consolation in
thaii \'veuld ujlOr through this medium— an invention
~Nliley'  cours C” ruck b’s disciples dumb in them day,
T@ls R even R .
" derj°t°r-cars "‘'Hy it would come to pass, with X
ndiet Whiga™s women cyclists, and many other

1°f L did not think it worth while to
v h atl .

2C* »' .E%,St’ we may bc sure When POpe
(Prié ste* 1- 15, instituted thc confessional
>tNMtGnha if has ril htlv been said, makes

"g> 1d Hs wild®sfqg 1tbc PC’itent a goose—lie never

Qlug; dreams that in this year of grace
) carried out in such an
on. Francis Neale.
7 1,>
taken ‘,lis morning?” asked a c érgyman
A, - seei,"Is lhe r.', or running over time. No, my
ot ®@isn » Plyof a parishioner; “itwas not long
/rjrjjj.AOfIC/’\"dl
Vo pde sy bretliren, said the parson in tiic
d 8 Hiscourse. ‘ Amen, ” cried the

Withk'ter, who had noticed ‘that the service
muen.”

THE FREETHINKER.

T le_

IEverything.

539

The Very Common Book of Prayer.

“ The Book of Common Prayer,” Appointed to be Read
in Churches. (1899.)—This volume is an interesting
addition to the literature of the holiday season. By
this time the average man will probably "be tired of the
humorous writings of Mr. Charles Sheldon, and even
the Holy Bible may bore after a second reading. The
fun of the Book of Common Prayer is of a more gentle
character. To be fully appreciated, its pages should
be lazily scanned at some seaside or country resort, far
from the madding crowd. The wisdom of the Church
of England cannot be appreciated amid the hurry and
bustle of the metropolis. It should be lazily scanned
whilst the reader is stretched at length upon the grass
or sand, soothed by the drowsy hum of insects, or the
happy laughter of children at play.

There is one advantage about this book. It does not
matter where you commence reading. Whether one
starts with the Baptism of Infants, the Thirty-nine
Articles of Religion, the Athanasian Creed, or the
Lugubrious Litany, or any other diversion, does not
signify in the least. It has, therefore, one point of
superiority over most other books.

The reader should be carefully warned that the author

of this volume is true to the old-fashioned ideals of
politics. As the writer is anonymous, we have no
means of knowing his or her precise age. But we

think we are justified, by internal evidence, in treating
this book as a first appearance in print. This will
partially excuse the lick-spittle references to Royalty
which, we regret, disfigure the volume, and which are
only paralleled by the disgustingly servile dedication of
the Holy Bible to that padded and half-forgotten buffoon,
King Jimmy I. So extravagant was this eulogy that,
as a child, we really thought the Almighty’s front name
was James. The reader must skim the work gently,
and not take the writer too seriously. Otherwise he
will probably be under the impression that the sun has
loosened a tile in his upper storey.

There is an unexpected touch of temper in “ The
Commination Service.” The denouncing of God’s
anger against sinners might get on a delicate reader’s
nerves. But, looked at from the proper standpoint, it
should be as delightful as the never-to-be-forgotten
anathemas in Thc Jackdaw of Rheims or the rantings
of a villain in a melodrama, who curses everybody on
the stage, hurls maledictions at the dress-circle, spits at
the orchestra, and shakes his fist at the gallery.

The splenetic humor of the Commination Service
makes the refrain of “ miserable sinners,” which recurs
throughout the Litany, positively welcome ; a sort of
comic relief. We would especially recommend the prayers
for “ Our Sovereign Lady,” Mrs. Guelph, and all the
other members of her family, to the notice of members
of the Primrose League, Licensed Victuallers, and all
Conservative Clubs. A few judicious quotations skil-
fully introduced into after-dinner speeches and addresses
from the hustings would be sure to tickle the ears of
thergroundlings and provoke loud cheers.

There is a'delicate touch in the table of kindred the
reader is advised not to marry. It is a glorious incen-
tive to virtue to inform a man that he must not connu-
bialise with his grandmother. No one except a “ right
reverend father-in-God ” ever supposed that he would
want to. But we will hurl the gruesome suggestion
from us ! This is one of the few blemishes in an other-
wise promising volume. The Burial Service is a little
disquieting. A few passages actually lead us to suppose
that not all thc persons who turn up their toes in conse-
crated ground “ better ” themselves ; but some even go
to “ another place,” which is never mentioned in polite
society. The exordium in the Marriage Service is just
a wee bit too-too-utter. Bashful curates will, probably,
soon find it necessary to wear masks whilst addressing
the unfortunate victims.

The average Englishman always has one topic of
conversation-the state of the weather. The author Of
ibis volume, with great acuteness, has included prayers
foV rain and for fair weather. There are we notice,
other recipes against plague, famine, battle, murder,

1.nd sudden death, and, for what we know, housemaids

knee It is a sort of Theological In(Luire Within upon

We regret that wo have not time to



THE FREETHINKER. August 20, 1899-

540

examine this most interesting' portion so thoroughly as Following the coffin came Mrs. Ingersoll, supported by I

we should have liked. daughters, Mrs. Brown and Maud Ingersoll; Mr. C. *
f f f : f Farrell and his wife, Mrs. Ingersoll's sister; Miss E'a
The Communion Service gives full instructions to the Farrell, Clarence Brown, Dr. Brady, and Mr. Frederics

reader how to obtain a spiritual nature, through the
hole in his face, by the simple and pleasing process of
feeding. So long as a man has a bottle of Gilbey’s
shilling port, and is near a baker’s shop, he has always
the material for turning out a plaster saint. This valu-
able information is alone well worth the price of the
whole volume.

The Thirty-nine Articles are as cheerful reading as
Bradshaw’s Railway Guide, in which the trains depart,
but never arrive anywhere. Do not imagine, however,
that the useful properties of the Articles end here. Try
them on Ritualistic sky-pilots, and we have reason to
believe that the result will be that you will remove them
as effectually as somebody’s powder does fleas. These
hints for the guidance of Mr. John Smith, nonconfor-
mist and cheesemonger, are invaluable.

What infinite possibilities does not the Catechism
unfold? We all know “ what fools these mortals be.”
Here are the ways and means for making the little
child into a member of the Church of England and a
Conservative, now that “ the strongest government of

Penfield. The grandchildren, ignorant of what was go'l
on, were kept in a secluded room of the house in the
of a servant. Three negro maids who had been in Colon*1
Ingersoll’s family for years came after.

Shots in Town are Closed.

The coffin was placed in the hearse at the door, and dc
mourners entered five carriages drawn up along the drive«'»);
Down through the winding drives of the handsome counW
seat and out into the town the cortege went. Many shops
Dobbs Ferry were closed as a mark of respect, and along Lj,
streets scores of men who saw the procession pass reni°v
their hats. .a

At the train the coffin was carried by the same persons nl<
had conveyed it to the hearse at the house.  1ii¢ Fembersl
the family and their few invited friends boarded the fu®f
car. In the coach also rode the devoted negro servants
Colonel Ingersoll’s family. 1

The start from Dobbs Ferry was made at 9.30 o’clock, »j
forty-five minutes later the train was in the Grand Cent
Station. There was quite a crowd along the platform,
many heads were bared as the coffin was carried along k&
placed in a hearse in waiting. x|

The funeral procession made its way to the foot of Hir

modern times ” is getting itself disliked. Lord Salisbury
might do worse than force Parliament to introduce .this
book into our Board-schools. Dismissing this instru-
ment of torture, we turn to the Baptism of Infants,
which would undoubtedly be found a healthy and invigo-
rating exercise, especially with the addition of a little
soap. Those that are “ of riper years” might add a
scrubbing-brush. The Athanasian Creed is somewhat
heavy and indigestible ; there is a solemn, Miltonic roll
about the sentences. We humbly suggest that the
author delete the repetitions in any future edition, and
substitute the names of Ally, Tootsie, and Alexander
Sloper for the parties now mentioned in the book. We
feel sure such a course would let a little “ sweetness
and light” into this four-cornered prize-puzzle in
mathematics. And now—

“ Good-bye ; and better health
Attend your majesties.”
Mimnermus,

Ingersoll’s Cremation.

O.v the mantelpiece beneath which the body of Robert Ingersoll
reposed for six days after his death there was a bronze urn
last night. In this urn was what was left of the body after
it had passed through the retorts of the Fresh Pond Crema-
tory.

The loving wife and daughters had before them the urn
and its contents, instead of the tangible reminder of the man
theykadored which had been the object of their vigils for a
week.

In keeping with the events since the death of Colonel
Ingersoll was the final disposition of his remains. Jealously
those who had loved him clung to what was left of him to the
last. Strangers had nothing to do with the carrying out of
the arrangements, save in what was absolutely necessary in
the line of the duty of the undertaker’s assistants and the
employes of the crematory at Fresh Pond. And even while
the body of the Agnostic was being reduced'to ashes the
retort was watched by men tied to him in life by bonds of
family relationship.

Vigil during the Nigiit.

All night long Mrs. Ingersoll and her daughters sat by the
side of Colonel Ingersoll’s body in voiceless grief. With the
dawn came men employed by the undertaker. They carried
with them a plain black coffin. The women left the room,
and into the coffin the men placed the body. Nograve clothes
enshrouded it. The sheet that had covered the corpse was
all that wrapped the lifeless form.

As soon as the body had been placed in the casket Mrs.
Ingersoll and her daughters re-entered the room with their
arms full of flowers. These they placed in the coffin, com-
pletely covering the shell that had been so much to them when
animated. After this for two hours they were left alone with
the dead.

A special train, composed of the funeral car Kensico and a
coach, was at the Dobbs Ferry Station in readiness for the
transfer of the remains to New York. The start was made

from the house shortly before 9 o’clock. There were no pall- |

bearers. The coffin was carried down the stairs by Mr.
Walston Brown, Colonel Ingcrsoll’s son-in-law ; Mr. Herbert
Brown, Major Orlando Smith, and the undertaker’s men.
Handles had been placed on the coffin at the last moment,
but they were not used. The casket was carried by hands
that grasped it underneath.

i lemonade to Mrs. Ingersoll and her

Thirty-fourth street and aboard a Long Island ferryb®».
Long Island City. No attention was attracted on the
for funerals are common on this line of transportation, ~
even had it been known that Colonel Ingersoll's W
aboard, the fact would have been taken as a matter ol c®
Body Arrives at the Crematory. isK

It is not a long ride from_the ferry landing in Long, ...
City to the Fresh Pond Crematory, which stands oucs et
on tep of a high hiHl, fl keiob,xa %gn%eig on =S
gardens on two sides, and a vista of oil mi ar%%%&ﬁf‘fﬂ
the remaining side. Everything was in readiness™
reception of the body, and a crowd of curious per
gathered about the gates.

Mrs. Ingersoll, her daughters, and some of the v
went ta the calumbanium oi hoom far the storage °lett*
This is also called the chapel, and in it services ares®i il
held over the bodies of those to be cremated. In °r i, $$
the body of Colonel Ingersoll should not pass Cirt,u®
might by any construction be called a chapel,
into the cremation room through a side door. ~rjftc
Mr. Walston Brown, and Mr. Herbert Brown ass
crematory attendants in carrying the coffin. s

The body arrived at the crematory at u-3° BS#
was taken from the coffin immediately, and the L
senit-way-te-be broken up-and burned. The body ; ..,
on a sheet saturated with alum that was SREY. i m
carriage that ran on rubber-tired wheels. ei“id
wrapped around the form, and the carriage was re
door of the middle of three retorts in the crematory-

Hear Dirges for Another Man

The door of the retort was opened, and two 'V, the
iron hooks pushed a sort of cradle of iron, on wn ¢jOsd ™
lay, into the white heat ahead. The doors were c
clamped, and a small vent to allow of the wat
process of destruction was plugged with clay- ,

The Ingersoll family had been given to yp) sooln 910
cremation would be strictly private ; but o' g
body been placed in the retort than up "~ J
another funeral. Into the columbarium
crowd of mourners after the body of Gempuerai
had been a Freethinker, and there were n° e, kd «A

one 'sat dgun 18" " yreREBEATITH BASgL P

lined with hundreds of urns containing

dirges.

this!" 1 W s,u"able to restrain hercom p”io”
that i " J IC dl 1 hisS &
m?gh{n altjzisdctoam s 'ufral “senvices was ‘Prol ILﬁl I/

She was foreed W7.50ef0m the CWH{O'm'iUﬂ’ s A
went her daughters and her sis’@r?iWH HS s€ W@éﬁﬁ r‘y'fJ
At the same time the gates of the crem*

open and great crowds of curiosity-scely ' Iy G &$
Farrell went across the street to the notNji'iyv
tried to get a room for the women. H? peer h.,,,<

anad was foiddll o llsid tibemm o seats *uaki®
of the hotel, where they sat while the boi, y >

Funeral parties flocked to the hoteluJ they I~/
and ate and drank and made as_m'jqjotel 1 j
the circumstances. The waiters in 1'c.,,irfliWr1’

il j
of the family had to carry it to them.

Over in the crematory the organ was p,UP
of the solemn music were wafted to tl i
garden across the road. They were ! -y
of hundreds, for there is no privacy f°,vemat°?ik ~
limits of the walls of the Fresh Pond

Sculptbr Barnard, who took the
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ngersoll, had been commissioned to find an urn for the
LSleS  He went to Tiffany’s, and found one that had just
.81 imported from Paris. Mrs. Farrell and Mrs. Brown
BFC. 'Land pronounced it satisfactory. This urn was in
(”'ncineration room awaiting the completion of the opera-

1 Klc Umn is a magnificent work in bronze, weighing pro-
adytwenty pounds. It rests on a square base ot porphyry
nabrass plate. Twined about it are representations in bas
t, lefof wreaths of laurel and cypress-leaves. Its face bears
16 blowing inscription —

L'Urne Garde

La Poussierre

Lc Cocur

T Le Souvenir.

I'le translation of this_is: “This urn guards the dust, the
the memory.”

tirrie "ack °f the urn is ornamented with the simple inscrip-

ROBERT G. INGERSOLL.

as] Qt'Crt Brown remained in the incineration room until the
odi,s,Were taken from the retort, which was done at five
thevl 1 poured the ashes from the receptacle into which
Ms I; tecn scraped into the urn, and then Mrs. Ingersoll,
hour. r’'wn>and M>ss Maude Ingersoll, after a wait of five
Wil 'Vere admitted. For the first time they saw the
thL 8 jnouths of the retorts, but they paid no attention to
left O/t, ley wept hysterically as they gazed on all that was

M n 6beloved bady of their idol
seell wh§*'VN Cari‘ied the urn to a carriage, placed it on the
weusly . rc a°wers that had been in the coflin had been pre-
I'torod ™ "~ d . _Mrs. Ingersoll sat beside it, the others
Naton ... ler carriages, and the ride to the Grand Central
S\specialS, H_run- o

_atian, én&ral.n.was awaiting the party at the Grand Camdiral

o ASn 1Mev were taken to Hobbs Ferry in express
fillka°lK 7 cached the big stone house on the hill the
5Un ts broke, and the rain came down and sprinkled

X7 \T Jr
orkJournal," July zS.

The Dying Convert.

W,
ol Id 1’'adn’t long to live,
Th%esrlﬂll\(%gg'm(e, though swgat stood on my brow.
Ifd'Wson said : “ Jehovah will forgive
“Fon”U 1believe in Jesus even now.”
No’ Ume what?” says | ; “ | never done
-If to 'im—you ask 'im when you meet!”
Ha 'edone ’arm, my friend, to anyone,
1 n°w to Christ,” 'eisays in accents sweet—
“'E will save you,
'E will save you,
Wash your sins away.”
'qrg - 4N Peace come straightway to my ‘art ;
1 W r,ngs what bound my sins to me 'ad broke
. I°c an glad 1 was wi’ them to part ;
Whatw r' , ra, |tell you, was no joke !
AMy, them sins? Well, once | robbed a till.
. saw< f.lcr was the verv best of men.

you'ii  le** I'll keep you, Johnny, still
N rcform ”- 1 sneaked’is cash agen.
But Christ 'as saved me,
Died an’ saved me.
\JOhG * Washied 119 aina away.

Wi> stili A °h.\ Jbis one wasn't black,
~1 OfF \ﬁp 9193 ’\#s lﬁoo?ﬂe ‘as washed it out-, .
My Bit* °f work (through drink 1 got the sacf()
lut inOtkLher? uscd to call me “ lazy lout ;
T *bo,,,Hl =.idins called me ’er dear lad.
®find,,, ’'she slaved as 'ard as 'ard could
T+rdJt? beer an’ baccy. Well, I'm glad

1Won't be affiributed to mel
Jesus bears them,

Jesus bears them,
Bears my sins away.

) 4

rals
five$IV®XIa'n,0l?.n eas —rath%r |00fe ;
L~y rt, many alass a earthly ell.
On 1mo,?nce.°f s'mnin’ I've made use,
elike 1) when that “ chance ” 'as been 1 k
Si/ ‘ot of _,Uchcss dressed walks out o nigh .
\ °nce an’ powder on ’er face ;
Adl Pretty, now she is a fright,
e < I'm a sinner saved by grace.

Jesus loves me,
o] Jesus loves me,
r etmo Takes my sins away,
t_ o | ‘’ad’ad a drop of drink
WPnj ' 1be missus in the eye ;
W So '"°w 1come to think,
'etinie, the critter didn't die .
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Where is she now? A-snivellin’ downstairs
'Cos she’s a-losin’ all she’s got to love ?

Come, parson, it gets dark—Ilet’s 'ave your prayers,
An’ later on, old man, we’ll meet above.

Chorus of Angels:—
Jesus loves him,
Jesus loves him ;
He is white as snow.
J- Y.

Book Chat.

Mr. Le Gallienne’s latest book, Young Lives, will not by
any means add to his reputation. The plain truth is that Mr.
Le Gallienne cannot write a novel. To introduce in the pages
of a book a number of young persons, varying in age from
eighteen to twenty-two, and to arrange so that they fall in
love and marry, and to use these characters as pegs onwhich
to hang one’s theories, is not to be a novelist. Nor are
matters mended by the very frequent mention of “ twining of
arms ” and kissing of “ rosebud lips.” The story' is altogether
wanting in point. The theories advanced in the course of the
narrative are very juvenile, as, for example, when Mr. Le
Gallienne grumbles that “ life is at least thirty years too long.
Two score years is more than enough for us to say what we
were sent here to say.” If one says it in volumes of clotted
bosh like Young Lives, the average man will probably think
Mr. Le Gallicnne’s renlark sorpewhat*near the truth.

We were tempted to look at a book recently with the
alluring title of Our lord's lllustrations, half expecting to
find some examples of the Blessed One’s wood-carving, or a
reproduction of the photograph he supplied to St. Veronica
by simply blowing his nose in a handkerchief. But the sub-
title cruelly disillusioned us. It was a book about “the
metaphors, emblems, incidents, and allusions employed by
Our Dear Carpenter to illustrate his teaching, classified and
explained.” Its scope is not, therefore, suited for the cultured
readers of this high-class periodical. We have left that book
for some Sunday-school teacher to purchase.

Blasphemous book-titles still multiply. The most recent
arc The . 1rm of the Lord and The Gods Thought Otherwise.

Christians are never weary of persecuting and defaming
Freethinkers ; but (hey do not want too much religion (hem-
selves. Pious ladies nowadays feel too tired to carry complete
Church Services to a place of worship. As a consequence,
very few complete copies arc now published ; but a small
booklet, containing the Morning and Evening Prayers, the
Communion Service, and a few others, meets with great
favor. A few more years, and the worshippers will feel too
tired even to carry that’.k Amgn !

Gladstone’s Impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture is haying
a phenomenal sale in its sixpenny form. Our friends might
help us and the cause by circulating Mr. Foote’s rejoinder,
The Grand Old Book: A Reply to the Grand Old Man. It is
a pity the booksellers are too bigoted to exhibit the poison
and the antidote on the same counters.

I the early autumn Messrs. Chatto & Windus will publish
Swinburne’s new drama, entitled Rosamund. We hear that
it is more rapid and concentrated than any previous drama

by this great poet.

Profane Jokes.

certain Bishop, as he was going about his diocese, asked
ic porter of a lunatic asylum how the chaplain, whom he,
ic bishop, had lately appointed, was getting on. “Oh, my
rd,” said the man, “ his preaching is most successful. The
idiots henjoys it particklar 1”

“ Ephraim is as a cake unturned ” was the text which a
ning minister used for his discourse the other Sunday. He
‘oved that a cake unturned must be a cake half-baked, and
icn asked his congregation the sudden question : * Are you,
iy dear friends, half-baked ?”

A Bishop of the Church of England was examining a
indidatc for Holy Orders who was more deficient in theo-
gy than brains. Among other questions, the Bishop asked
m : “ If you were in company with persons who impugned
ic doctrine of the Holy Trinity, how would you defend it?”
My lord, | feelhurt,” the candidate replied, “ by your sup-
ising | keep such company.” *“ Butif you were to suddenly
id yourself in the company of Unitarians, and they were to
tack you, what course would you pursue?” “Can you
uibt, my lord, what 1 should do? I should, of course, leave
e room immediately 1’

Mother—* You should not lie frightened and run from the
»t.  Don’tyou know thatyou are a Christian Scientist?”
,ilj —* But, mamma, the billy goat don’t know it.”
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

[Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday,
and be marked “ Lecture Notice,” if not sent on post-card.}

LONDON.

The Athenaeum Hall (73 Tottenham Court-road, W .): Closed
during' August.

Open-air Propaganda.

Battersea Park Gates: 11.30, E. Pack.

Battersea Park (Public Meeting space) : 3.30, Freethought
Demonstration— Messrs. G. W, Foote, C. Cohen, A. B. Moss,
W. Heaford.

Brockwell
Pack.

Camberwell (Station-road): 11.30, F. A. Davies.

Hyde Park (near Marble Arch) : Lectures every week evening
at 8. Sunday, at 11.30, A lecture.

Mile End Waste : 11.30, C. Cohen ;

Peckham Rye: 3.15, R. P. Edwards.

Stratford (The Grove): 7, A. B. Moss.

S. L. E. S. (Peckham Rye): 11.15, A lecture.
Park) : 3.15, A lecture.

Victoria Park (near the Fountain): 3.15, C. Cohen ; 6.30, A
lecture.

Edmonton (corner of Angel-road): 7, C. Cohen.

COUNTRY.

Bristol (in the Horse Fair) : 8, Mr. Keast.

Liverpool (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square): The hall will
be closed during August.

Manchester Secular
Closed for Summer Season.

Forth Branch (Tonypandy, 100 Primrose-street): 6, “ Looking
to Jesus.” Also final arrangements for public lectures.

Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockingham-
street) : 7, Willie Dyson, “ Intellect and Religion.” Also con-
sideration of proposed excursion to Stratford-on-Avon.

Park (near Herne-hill Gates): 3.15 and 6, E.

7, A lecture.

(Brockwell

Hal1 (Rusholme-road, All Saints):

Lecturers’ Engagements.

C. Coiien, 17 Osborne-road, High-road, Leyton.—August
20, m., Mile End ; a., Victoria Park ; e., Edmonton. 22, Lime-
house. 27, m., Ridley-road ; a., Peckham ; e., Brockwell Park.
29, l.imehouse. 30, Mile End.

R. P. Edwards, 52 Bramley-road, Notting-hill.—August 20,

a., Peckham Rye.

E. Pack, 10 Henstridge-place, Ordnance-road, St. John’s Wood.
-August 20, Battersea Park. 27, Mile End.

H. Percy Ward, 5 Alexandra-road, Edgbaston, Birmingham.
—August 20, Birmingham ; 27, Derby. September 10, Glasgow.

POSITIVISM.

“Reorganisation, without god or king, by the systematic
worship of Humanity."

Information and publications on the Religion of Humanity
may be obtained free on application to the Church of
Humanity, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

Now Ready. Cloth, 192 pages, 2s. 6d.

BRIMSTONE BALLADS
AND OTHER VERSE.

By G. L. MACKENZIE.
W ith Introduction iiy G. W. Foote.

London : R. Fordcr, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

HERB BEER.

The best is made from
THWAITES’ 6d. PACKET OF MIXED HERBS.

One Packet will make 8 gallons of real genuine Herb Beer.
Directions with each packet. By post 6 stamps.

G. THWAITES, Herbalist, 2 Church-row, Stockton-
on -Tees.

Agents Wanted.
rpHE PHRENOLOGY OF JESUS CHRIST. 3d. post free.

I (Only a few copies printed.) Charles Baker, 24 Albert-road,
Leyton, London.

THE FREETHINKER.

August 20, 1899-

NATIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY.
London Freethinkers’ Excursion,
Sunday, August 27, 1899, to

littlehampton -

By special train (London, Brighton, and South Coast Railway
Leaving London Bridge, 9.30 a.m. ; New Cross, 9.55 a.m.; ,
toria, 9.25 a.m. ; Clapham Junction, 9.30 a.m. Returning at
p.m.

Return Fare, 3s. Children under 12, is. 6d.

Tickets arc obtainable from Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stoned"tEr
street, E.C.; The Hallkeeper, Athenasum Hall, 73 Totte"|V
Court-road, W.C.; Miss Vance, N.S.S. Office, 377 Strand,”’'»
and from all Branch Secretaries, and at Lecture Stations. *j
particulars of refreshment houses, walks, drives, etc., see s
handbills.

THE BEST BOOK

ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, | BELIEVE,

TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND PRACTI1
OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S,, M.N.S.S.  ~

160 pages, with portrait and autograph, bound in cloth, gM "
Price is., post free.

In order to bring the informatio Wwithin the reach of the p"j-ljit
most important parts of the book are issued in a pampfi @' Bj d
pages at one penny, post free 2d. Copies of the pamp
distribution is. a dozen post free. .
The National Reformer of September 4, 1892 saysjt®
Holmes’ pamphlet...... is an almost unexceptional statenie per
Neo-Malthusian theory and practice...... and throughou Jjce"
to moral feeling...... The special value of Mr. Holmes *e r
the Neo-Malthusian cause and to human well-being of
just his combination in his pamphlet of a plain statem
physical and moral need for family limitation with a pU d
of the means by which it can be secured, and an oftef
cerned of the requisites at the lowest possible prices.  mg,
The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. P/ ertf* ]
Allbutt, and others, have also spoken of it in very high
The trade supplied by R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-stree’
E.C. Other orders should be sent to the author,

J. R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAOE"B">

W. J. Rendell’'s “Wife's Frie»",

Recommended by Mrs. Besant in Law of Populate*' P
Dr. Allbutt in Wife’s Handbook, p. 51. Made ON ©
Chadwell-street, Clerkenwell; 2s. per doz., post '[cl,vels
in larger quantities). For particulars send stamp2

N

Important Caution. iy
Beware of useless imitations substituted by
chemists, the words “ Rendell & Co," and “J- W-* t)Cp")
being speciously and plausibly introduced to decei n
Look for Autogwapii Registered Tkadé
No. 182'688;
N aEO0 ~

reach box, without which N° NN N nt,

syringe, with Vertical and Revets?
3d. ' Dr. Palfrey’s powder, is. 2's
Dr. Allbutt’'s Quinine Powders, j

pe(

*soil’'s New Lecti'™

Price 6d. post free’

L
.«

T

Half a hundred pages of b-lriIIYant and $tIMu IDON

Reynolds's Newspaper.
R. Forder, 28 StonecutR

—stri*t
London :

NON-POISONOWS pa

Resist all Atmospheric Influence§: SampY%gisnps’
Fisher, 78 Chapel Allerton, Leeds ; or

I worth-avenue, Walton, Liverpool.
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Books to Read.

frise History of Religion. By F. J. Gould.
Tre 2S Nd->v°i- "e> 3s- 6d-> Vol. Hi., 5s.
ddineatel’ ni VOIUME unveils the superstitions off savages and primitive man, and
Arabia Oh n c"aract?r’stts of the religions of America, Finland, China, Egypt,
SWo, / iHdhb Japan, Persia, the Kelts, Greeks, and Romans,
plains th ._/wtaXes to pieces the whole of the Old Testament literature, and

3 vols.

ail°nalistic analysis of the whole of the New Testament books.

frs of the Great Religions. By C. T. Gorham.
T arfe pages, is., by post is. 2d.

ae Trial of Theism. By G. J. HolyOAKE. (The author’s
nagnum opus; only a few copies in print.) Cloth, 2s. 6d. nett.

p @igin and Nature of Serularism; Showing that where

108

reeth®ught commonly Ends Secularism Begins. By G. J
‘°Lyoake. Cloth, 2s. 6d.
sketch of Morality Independent of Obligation or
-netlo_n. By M. Guyau. Cloth, 3s. 6d.
RUKT ?ati°nalism. Being a Sketch of the Progress of the
MeC, ,st Spirit in the Nineteenth Century. By Joseph
Lo Cabe- Cloth, 2S. 6d. 3

' Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, E.C.

L owers OF FREETHOUGHT

G. W. Foote.

Second Series (cloth), 2s. 6d.

«“NTIs —Luscious Piety—The Jewish Sabbath—God's Day
OPs2 g3r Stokes on Immortality-Paul Bert—Converting =
A, Ved—m* s Ghost—Christ and Brotherhood—The Sons
p €55 CrG1 *zedek—S'w’elp me God— Infidel Homes—Are
Ch™ies —Are Atheists Wicked ?— Rain Doctors—Fious

ubus saith the Lord ”—Believe or be Damned
e c-narity— Relieion and Money—Clotted Bosh Lord
"Culdl A the'sm—Christianity and Slavery— Christ Up to ae
r 'V fr and Christianity—Altar and Throne-Martin Luther
r d'KBllISe of Folly—A Lost Soul—Happy in Hell—L he Act o
S & Hardie on Christ-Blessed be ye Poor-Converted
Kit Booth's Ghost—Talmage on the W
s i sian vDeath and Aftcr-The Poets and Liberal Theory
and Labor— Duelling—An Easter Egg for Christians
iVl 110 Dead Men-Sm.rching a Hero-Kit Marlowe
N et)iHChi?st-johovah the Ripper-The Parsons Living
0 Pradlaugh Backslide ? - Frederic [I}arrl*°"

iSSw E the Bible I-Forgive and Forget-The Star of
Ve ifiEinLs, G reat Ghost—Atheism and the French ievolu-
«for eJesus at the Derby—Atheist Murderers—A

nuch¥—Rose-Water Religion
°ndon :
border, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

volumes, bound in cloth, the whole of

Varies Watts's Pamphlets

NOW IN PRINT.

~el. 1., price 3s. 6d. post free.
w ~N n., price 4s. 6d. post free.

CtOtis fa ™
Char, iI>Ca”ove Volumes should be sent direct
WM<S. i/ Is W atts, 24 Carminia-roud, Balham,

h
\ ramPhlets by C. Cohen

A iy o id-
V n is thedTIChristianity- 2d-
j Btline Use of Prayer? 2d.

~ "°rdon, R U Evolutionary Ethics. 6d.

U li“"Ov *°rder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.
MmaBou'the pTTTFr - -1 e

/\1FEth eS 335 Strand (opposite SOMe
Bost 0" VULCANITE, as. (xI! each ; Uppel

in "’
CCS MrbouJd~™y. 4s-each; upper or lower,
7> ifcetif tv %lcn required; repairing’ or alterai
\ 6h °n more lhan the above, they are f;
\\h , C i«*&fUn7s.6d.eaakj on >8ct. gold, ’
10r'>is. ; painless by gas, 5s.
N Neth
S->0f7IEC Mount, 86 Central-drive an‘1 Iggh Séré

M odprabilg gad Private Apartments.

THE FREETHINKER.

543

111 stout paper covers, is.; cloth, 2s.

THE

BOOK OF GOD

In the Light of the Higher Criticism.

With Special Referenceto Dean Farrar's New Apology.

By G. W. FOOTE.

Contents:— Introduction— The Bible Canon—The Bible and
Science — Miracles and Witchcraft— The Bible and Free-
thought— Morals and Manners— Political and Social Progress

— Inspiration—The Testimony of Jesus—The Bible and the

Church of England—AnOriental Book— Fictitious Supremacy.

“ 1 have read with great pleasure your Book of God. You have
shown with perfect clearness the absurdity of Dean Farrar’s posi-
tion. | congratulate you on your book. It will do great good,
because it is filled with the best of sense expressed with force and
beauty.”— Col. K. G. Ingersoll.

“ A volume we strongly recommend......Ought to be in the hands
of every earnest and sincere inquirer.”— Reynolds's Newspaper.

“ Mr. Foote takes the Dean’s eloquence to pieces, and grinds
the fragments to powder. His style, as a whole, is characterised
by a masculine honesty and clearness.”—Ethical World.

“A style at once incisive, logical, and vivacious........ Keen
analysis and sometimes cutting sarcasm...... More interesting than
most novels.”— Literary Guide.

“ Mr. Foote is a good writer—as good as there is anywhere.
He possesses an excellent literary style, and what he has to say
on any subject is sure to be interesting and improving. His
criticism of Dean Farrar’s answers fully justifies the purpose for
which it was written.”— Truthseeker (New York).

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Works by the late R. G Ingerso 1

The' House of Death. IS Suicide a Sin? 2d.
Funeral Orations and Ad- Last Words on Suicide. 2d.
dresses. Handsomely printed God and the State. 2d.
and bound, is. Why am 1 an Agnostic ?

T he Devil. 6d. Part 1. 2d.

Superstition. 6d. Why am | an Agnostic?

Defence of Freetiiought. Part Il. 2d.

A Five Hours’ Speech at the Faith and Fact. Reply to
Trial of C. B. Reynolds for Dr. Field. 2d.
Blasphemy. 6d. God and Man. Second reply

Shakespeare. 6d. to Dr. Field. 2d.

The Gods. 6d. Tiie Dying Creed. 2d.

The Limits of Toleration.
A Discussion with the Hon.
F. D. Coudert and Gov. S. L.
Woodford. 2d.

Household of Faith. 2d.

Art and Morality. 2d.

Do | Blaspheme ? 2d.

The Clergy and Common

The lloly Bible. 6d.

Reply to Gladstone. With
a Biography byJ. M. Wheeler.
4d

Rome or Reason? A Reply
to Cardinal Manning. 4d.
Crimes agai nst Criminals.

3d-
Oration on Walt W hitman. Se_nse. 2d. i

d Social Salvation. 2d.
O'ration on Voltaire. 3d. Marriage and Divorce. 2d.
Abraham Lincoln. 3d. Skulls. 2d. i .
Paine the Pioneer. 2d. The Grea}t Mistake, id.
Humanity’s Debt to T iiomas Live Topics, i id. .

Paine. 2d. Myth and Miracle, id.
Ernest Renan and Jesus Real_B_Iasphemy, id.

Christ. 2d. Repairing the ldols, id.

Christ and Miracles, id.

T rue Religion. 2d.

T hree Philanthropists.

Love tiie Redeemer. 2d.
London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

2d. Creedsand Spirituality, id.

Now Ready.
hristianity and Agnosticism.

A Correspondence between

CLERGYMAN OF THE CHURCH IN SCOTLAND
AND

GEORGE ANDERSON, Agnostic, London.

Correspondence was not intended for publication, and is all
nore interesting on that account. It arose out of an applica-
by the clergyman to Mr. Anderson fora subscription towards
oving his church. _ . .

Price Sixpence.
jon : Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, E.C ; R. Forder, 28
Stonecutter-street, E.C.
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INGERSOLL'S LAST LECTURE.

"WHAT IS RELIGION?”

An Address delivered before the

AMERICAN FREE RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATION, AT BOSTON, JUNE 2, 1899-

Freethinkers should keep a copy of this Lecture always by them. It was Ingersoll’s last
utterance on the subject of religion. It shows him to have been a “ rank Atheist” to
the very end. Moreover, it is a summary of his life’s teaching, and embalms his ripest

thought. PRICE TWOPENCE.
LONDON : R. FORDER, 28 STONECUTTER-STREET, E.C.
Now Ready.
THE OUSE OF DEATH
BEING
FUNERAL ORATIONS, ADDRESSES, ETC.,
BY

COLONEL INGERSOLL.

Beautifully Printed on Fine Thick Paper and Handsomely Bound.

Contents:—Speech at Walt Whitman's Burial—Tribute to Henry Ward Beecher—Tribute to Geurtlandt fa™rV

Tribute to Roscoe Conklin -In Memory of Abraham Lincoln—Tribute to Elizur Wright—Address at Horace Seaver  \\
Mrs. lIda Whiting Knowles—At the Grave of Ben)!*iL)%il’s
D

— Mrs. Marz/) Il. Fiske—Tribute to Richard H. Whiting-
Parker -Tribute to Rev. Alexander Clark Death  John G. Mills—At the Grave of Ebon C. Ingersoll Death d
Paine—Death of Voltaire At the Tomb of Napoleon—Heroes of the American War—At a Child’s Grave—Throng 1
Death Death of the Aged- If Death Ends All.
PRICE ONE SHILLING.

LONDON : R. EORDER, 28 STONECUTTER-STREET, E.C.

2 & 4 UNION STREET, BRADFORP

Friends,
ZiD
Having only ten minutes in which to catch the post, so that this message can get into the nextissue, | am cotf«V

put it into the form of a letter, as that takes much less time than thinking out some fancy way of setting IIPj*
attention. The Summer Season is practically over. | have a lot of stock left in suitings, which must be cleare « oSN
my heart ache to do it, but 1am giving an offer that even the keenest bargain hunter cannot resist. Although one<>
be tremendous for me, 1 am going to make up all my good cloths which have been sold at from 45s. to 5as;ra uSers * jeii
price to clear—27s. 6d. far Lounge-Suit.to.measuee, vor 30s. for Shooting or Marning Suit to Measure, and | ; "Njn
Every garment will be cut to customers’ special measures, well-trimmed, and made up smart and strong, aaAot)i of
carriage paid. Stock includes Blacks, Blues, Browns, Fawns, and Greys in both checks and mixtures, sm o,earsng:?fi

cloths, so fill Self-Measurement form below, and state color you require, and when you get the Suit you will
If you do not like the value I give you, | will return your money in full, and allow you to keep the Suit. (/™' wO
world to test me on this point.) |

It consists ~jflo"

Next, |1 am making up a parcel which makes the ladies say all kinds of nice things about me.
wool Blankets, i Pair large Bed Sheets, i Beautiful Quilt, i Lady’s Umbrella, i Pair line Lace Curtai

Cushioned Square, i White Apron, and ilb Free Clothing Tea,

>

put upon the hoardings. Will all my friends who see this, and who arc connected with any cluboro r g a m . odl
favor of mentioning the matter to their Secretary, also informing him that 1 will gladly send a large free saiiij >
full conditions of agency? Tea need not be paid for till sold, and if anyone is dissatisfied with it, money B

tea is used. Hoping to hear from you soon,
Yours very truly, NN qgn-

dr
Self-Measurement Form.
Coat. Inches. T rousers. Inches. VEST.

Length of Waist.....ccooooiiniiie Round Waist over Trousers ... i Open ISF
Full Length of Coat ROUNG SCAL oo™ Centre of Back to' PP .
Half Width of Back . Inside Leg Seam .....c.oc.c... Full
Centre Back to EIbow ......cccoceiiiiiiiiinnne Full Length of Trousers .......cccocecveveennas Centre of Back to
Centre of Back to Full Length of Round Thigh ....ccceveiins vest o'

SIEEVE i Round Knee........ .. Round Chest over

Round Bottom.......
Lined or Unlincd....
Side or Cross Pockets ...

Round Chest, close to armpits, .
Round Waist over

OVEr VESt, Not coat..cccoeeiiinr ceveeeeeeciinnnnns
Round Waist, over vest .......ccccceeecveeennen.

Printed and Published by G. W. Footk, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C.
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