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That Atheist Shoemaker.
Tug •----
!'Velve.]1QS'ê ,an Conference met on Tuesday, after a
SiJre . Urs prayer-meeting on Monday. For seven 

—  • - --
Posed*

^ < jii m u iiu a ji .  r u t  s e v e n
interval1 twenty minutes at a stretch, without an 

'sed* 0r rest and refreshment, the Lord was sup- 
Perhan 0 listening attentively to the outpourings 
Methn,:. ey call it wrestlings— of relays of Wesleyan 
taken /Sts ’ although any sensible God would have 
^Dle r ^  v̂e minutes of it, at the outside, as a 
this net-J0rn bulk. It seems pretty clear that all 
^acull‘0ninS of the Throne of Grace produced no 
P'ace. p s effect. Just what was expected took 
û elrnin les'ldent Macdonald was elected by an over- 
Hs ¡t S majority to succeed President Hughes. Nor 
t 'H h ransPirerl lU- r' - - c

- j  - v /  o u u u c C U  A I C 3 I U C U I  I l U g l l C b .  1N U I

any n̂sPlre  ̂ that the Conference was illuminated 
^'^cinjfĈ a\^ashes of divine inspiration.

ret:
n - Cinp- . “ asnes ot divine inspiration.
■ tî t'ced a dle London Echo on Tuesday evening,

of

Hughes’s
ending with The Atheist shoe,” akcr:

H mt?°rary remarked that ‘‘ The last mentioned was
0ccasion of a fierce attack upon1 him p '

\  li0 0ote. the Freethinking leader, and it b £
W 2 y,°akc> the veteran leader of Freethought, ^ i|,Mstance ~r --I SlstanCA> p veteran leader of Freethought, to 

ant,” °t Mr. Hughes against his vehement

41? &raj.' !'Xl°us to revive this old controversy, but
■!- nfi' •" alv  being forced into it in self-defence.

■ Plage of the lapse of time, Mr. Hughes’s 
‘none — . - .  ̂ ’ • •

S M v
*{j* ia „  -- «•“ v “ lf 3C >Jl 1 „¿e pretending
- p yar>ous parts o f the coun . v[r- Holypakc.

Passage half suggests • t the critica 
lhe assistance of Mr. lves a  very ba<-

%  iit of my attack. But this in ' -cai  story of a 
N 'J ?  ^ronology. Mr. Hughes s far ^ popular 

Atheist shoemaker— w h° ' . nkerS) almost 
'va\l\np gongst the London F re® n before the 

HVic i Mr- Bradlaugh himself hac radlaugh had
a considerable time. Mr: , l ^ f m  his storv N  ■ .̂Publicly that many of the incidents „ mmor 

S J ^ r l y  untrue,”  and had invited him mSW. to p''-’ •j  ;e,” and* had invited him in “ common 
hotyPv„ *n bow he had been misled. Mr.

« , uQr i n z { ; r r er.’ kr° lnS tnrougn u point uy 
V  adfie eVerv . absolute inaccuracy. I declared 

°fh,ê  that .aPPearance of deliberate falsehood ; 
thrst0ry ‘s conVe 1 Mr. Hughes would give the real 

'voult| ’ aPd Prove the substantial truth of 
h:,ce ° ft,> u b t . ° n ef® my mistake and apologise for 

l ’s challen ° n ,b‘s honor. Mr. Hughes took no 
%.| (>i, Parnphlo^^^bur. I therefore published my 
N  CcJbis Dn , rm> and entitled it A Lie in Five 
V 0|Ie;,P'°s of ;,nipiIet was very extensively circu-
s S  ...................... ’

lea s Of b  ̂uet %vas very extensively aren
't &Ues - Were sent to Mr. Hughes’s friends 

• It anU tn tu . 1 . . • ___:
^b/Sl u-1 was ; ?  tke chairmen of his provincial 
,(ii>. Ôrie ls equanit!!-ernM» domestic grumblings that 

"iiv. Anri..., nty. He saw that something had!!«h] ,ac0„ ^nd wi, ! y *. He saw that something had 
» C  °f b o n ^  Uld he do? instead of appeal- 
, Mil ^ °He ,1Vl’ 0r to a representative committee,V,UC Hin “  * 1(111 VU

s Mr p n to hold a secret investigation, 
d . ' ujeormn 11,1__ i „  xunt,,-,,,!!6 : ? C rd X * * * *  Jacob HoTyoake. Without 

V *  Hn .̂Who iu ,other Freethinker, without con- 
I Kfeii o f i n t erv; challcnged Mr. Hughes’s story, 

hat& e S Wed the persons who were the 
39. email’s information ; and, without

asking to see a single one of the other persons re
ferred to in this story, he wrote out a fair and large 
certificate of its truth, which was published in the 
Methodist Times. Upon that certificate Mr. Hughes 
has been relying ever since. But that was not the 
end of the matter. Providentially, as the Christians 
say, I came into contact with the father, mother, and 
brothers of Mr. Hughes’s “ Charles Herbert,” whose 
real name was Charles Alfred Gibson. I brought the 
father and two brothers up to London, and they declared 
from the Hall of Science platform that the deceased 
young man was never an Atheist and had never been 
a public speaker. I hunted up the landlady of the 
house where Mr. Hughes visited him in his last sick
ness, and she also denied his Atheism and his public 
speaking. I hunted up his old fellow workmen in a 
boot factory in the Gray’s-Inn-road, and they all laughed 
at Mr. Hughes’s story. The Gibson family furnished me 
with documents in proof of their narrative, and I pub
lished all the facts in the Freethinker, giving the real 
names of all the persons in Mr. Hughes’s story— names 
that he had carefully concealed— and adding dates that 
were of the highest importance. Afterwards I published 
this exposure in tha form of a pamphlet, of which more 
than a hundred thousand copies were circulated. It will 
thus be seen that my exposure of Mr. Hughes was not 
prior, but subsequent, to Mr. Holyoake’s “ vindication.” 
And as Mr. Hughes’s friends are now pretending other
wise, I am beginning to feel I ought to republish the 
exposure.

Mr. Hughes has withdrawn his book. It can no 
longer be had for love or money, although it was so 
calculated to bring souls to God. I have, therefore, 
been inclined to let the matter rest. The substantial 
victory was on my side. Not a single Freethinker 
accepted Mr. Holyoake’s “ vindication ” as anything 
more than a good turn done to a Christian friend—  
at the expense of Secularist friends ; and Mr. Hughes 
was clearly ashamed, or afraid, to keep his “  true story ” 
in circulation. Nevertheless, he has never retracted it, 
never confessed that he was misled by a number of 
ardent ladies, and particularly by the clever wife of his 
pretended convert, and never acknowledged what a lot 
of decoration was added from his own fertile fancy. Mr. 
Hughes very sensibly, from his point of view, maintains 
a splendid reticence. No doubt he trusts to time, which 
buries so many things, to bury this also, and hopes that 
eventually its very grave will be forgotten. But his 
friends are not all as discreet. They will keep 
talk in g; some of them do so with considerable auda
city ; and their reckless babble is making it almost 
necessary for me to keep the facts of this case before 
the public.

A good many Secularists think there is another reason 
why that Atheist Shoemaker fraud, and its thorough 
exposure, should be held in remembrance. It is a 
salient specimen of the unscrupulous tactics of profes
sional soul-savers, a striking instance of lying for the 
glory of God— a vice which has been more systematically 
practised by the champions of Christianity than by those 
of any other creed on earth. Mr. Hughes himself still 
alludes to converted “ infidels,” though he does so now 
with cautious vagueness. Perhaps the continued publi
cation of this exposure will make him still more careful.
It may also check the readiness of orthodox credulity, 
and warn the unwary against plausible deceptions, even 
when the author o f them is “  an eminent minister ” who 
is “ entitled to be believed upon his w ord.”  For the 
truth is that personal authority is no substitute for 
evidence and logic. G - W . F oote.
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London Christian Missions.

P rofessing  Christians have evidently acquired the art 
of begging ; they not only hold bazaars, where things 
are often sold for double their value ; they not only 
engage the services of Jubilee singers, who work for 
pay and not for “ the glory of G o d ” ; they not only 
arrange for the sale of kisses, where the lips of a 
charming woman are far more attractive than the love 
for Christ, but they issue regular periodicals appealing 
for money to be devoted to Christian missions, and 
they even send children from door to door to collect 
money for this missionary work. Now, there can be 
no possible objection to soliciting pecuniary aid for the 
purpose of carrying on successful work that administers 
to the secular welfare of the people ; but when money is 
collected upon the pretence that it will be used for 
mundane requirements, and is really spent for alleged 
spiritual objects which have proved a failure, then it 
appears to us very much like a fraud upon human 
benevolence. Besides, the question arises, W hy are 
there so many poverty-stricken people who require the 
so-called charity, and why does not the Lord take care 
of his own ? W e are told in the New Testament that 
he will do so, but experience has proved the fallacy of 
such Christian promises, for it is admitted by the 
supposed followers of Christ that, although millions of 
pounds have been subscribed for the “ benefit of the 
poor,” their social condition is at present most deplor
able, and their spiritual state is equally as bad.

W e have just been reading a very pious paper, the 
Record of the Tower Hamlets Mission, which is devoted 
to religious work under the guise of social reform, and 
its results in East London. Its columns bear ample 
testimony to the utter failure of the Christian method of 
reforming the community. And no wonder that it is so, 
for the leading preachers there put the “ saving of the 
soul ” above all other considerations. The Record 
has an article called “ Prevention is better than Cure,” 
wherein reference is made to the destitution, disease, 
crime, and misery caused through the drink traffic in 
“ Christian England,” and the pious writer adds : 
“ W hat can be done to stop this terrible curse ? The 
work of rescue has been, and is being, tried ; but for 
every one rescued there are hundreds who go under.” 
This is a clear admission that the Christian means 
employed to rescue the people from the sad effects of 
drink have not succeeded. This, to us, is not surprising 
when we read in the same article that “ Temperance, 
after all, is only a means to an end, and that end the 
saving of the soul.” Here is the secret of the non
success of Christianity as a reforming agency. Its 
teachers place the speculations about another world 
before the realities of this. W e thought the aim of 
temperance was to make people sober and healthy in 
this life, independent of the “ soul’s ” salvation. This 
Christian writer should have remembered that if the 
principle, that “ prevention is better than cure,” had 
been adopted in the Garden of Eden, the present 
specimens of our “ fallen nature ” would not have 
existed to vex the minds of modern reformers. True, 
it might have taken from the “ soul-saviors ” much of 
their employment, and thereby have deprived them of 
their income ; but that should be of no consideration with 
believers in the altruistic principle, of which so many 
Christians boast.

The non-success of Christian missions is equally 
apparent in what is termed the spiritual field. The 
Quiver recently published an article on Christian work 
in East London, written by the Bishop of Stepney, in 
which he said : “ The habit of church-going or chapel
going has been almost entirely lost, and it is only after 
the most patient efforts on the part of the clergy and 
others that it can be brought again into the district. 
After sampling on several occasions eighty men out of 
different streets taken in turn, I discovered that only 
about one in eighty went either to church or chapel, 
and, out of a thousand boys of the age of fourteen or 
fifteen who were questioned on entering one of our 
large boys’ clubs, nine hundred were found to have 
‘ g. n. ’ written after their names, which means ‘ goes 
nowhere.’ ” Here the open confession is made that 
both from a secular and religious standpoint the gospel 
mission has been of little practical use in improving the

July 23, 1899'

condition of the masses among whom it has been caff 
on. It is quite time such sham remedies were dispe . { 
with, and the true panacea applied to the present de'6̂ ., 
social and religious hypocritical state of society 
conductors of Christian missions are dishonest, beC ^ 
they know that they are unable to accomplish | 
they profess. O f this fact experience bears abu 
evidence. gaSt'

Take, for instance, the Mission conducted at the .| 
end of London. This mission is declared by its u  
organ to be “ one of the most gigantic and P0' ^  
evangelical works for God in the world.” Under ^  
circumstances it is natural to expect great result® ’ ^  
as we have seen, the very opposite is the case. e($, 
meetings no intellectual food is offered to the <1 ^
but, instead, the most silly twaddle is indulged ltl 
speakers, and sentiment takes the place of c°_. 
sense. The Rev. Marcus Rainsford, M .A., 0116 °0„g ¡" 
principal preachers, extolled the singing of a s v̂il 
which occur these words: “ When they meet t ’ ¡̂s 
down the lane, beat him with the gospel cane- ^ jji  
singing, we are told, brought a young lady to „li 
for Christ.” The rev. gentleman told a tale ‘ py bf 
man who acknowledged that he had been bene 
hearing him preach. When asked in what the ^1 
consisted, the young man replied : “ W hy, y °u * j fJjt 
am practising shorthand, and you are SLlC ^0^' 
speaker.” Among many other “ precious tes #  
to the power of the gospel ” was a young 
was an Atheist. It is alleged that “ he had,do ^ ¡:1, 
to try and further the principles of Atheism» r
he was brought to “ believe in Christ.” N ° 'V  g ĉ ' 
vantage of this “ precious testimony” vv0.l\t.s of.j 
siderably enhanced if the name and addres^ jjvi 
testator had been given. W e are told tha p 1 
“ a life of sin and awful blasphemy,” but "  ^ p̂
the absence of these important details we 
doned for doubting the accuracy of the_state „ ¡,e 1{ 
that we are further told of this Atheist is _tha ^  t 
the hall rejoicing,” but what became of him . .^¡c^ 

The East-end Mission maybe ‘
m u c h "

learning that its reports are truthful. 1° 3
men were allowed to “ lie for the glory 0 , •

informed 
powerful,” but

we fear that bad habit has not yet diedout- jS
The rev. gentleman was anxious to win tne  ̂

f his audience ; he, therefore, delivery {o^tfof JÜ P H  ■  I
follows : “ Some time ago I thought I n‘l“ allV .

had 
itellts-honest and intelligent unbeliever who 

the Bible and was acquainted with its con c 
people talk very loudly about the difficulties ¡f - 
some even professing to be anxious to nL j f0u"1 ^  
could but understand, yet they never seek. 
man like all the rest. I extracted a pro111 
that he would carefully read the Epistle t0  ̂ j 
twelve times, and in four weeks come an

o(0dinner with me. On the appointed day . ¡s pi 
sharp to time. I asked him if he had kep ^  
he began to make excuses about being 5b3 f  
equivocated generally for not doing so. . Jeep, m'*

have 110 y0u i y  
and y 1 Ik'

'  —  1c  1r1 /
to pay for it,’ which he did. I afterwards^ ghckgf |f; 
he was not even leading a moral life- ’ _ abse(lCf|]at
like to know who this man was. In the gjat® - i1’ 
formation upon the subject, we frank > iieV 

- - - ' en»ts

roused me, and I said : ‘ As you
promise, you have not won your dinner, lltl

- .....................................- -.......

don’t believe what is here alleged 
rule, are generally familiar with tli e ., at 
Bible. In fact, it is this knowledge 
stances has made them unbelievers. „ a)| t i 1

to»1

< 4 !

____________
the rev. gentleman mean by accusing. j es J  
with ignorance of the Bible ? 1111S ", kn°' f,j  !||i
yet we always thought that we had a ‘ ujte r Jl1 " 
Bible teachings. At any rate, we :̂ c .nS 
willing to meet the Rev. Marcus B a 
debate and place our alleged '

„ arc qUJLWi in [/. we a r e . y  j,y
i>de ■

i£rn° raïffiW al,r f ’Î
all° .  t h® V

l'0 If,with his assumed knowledge, and 
to judge upon which side is to bi  
amount of Bible information. . 0
that all he said about the unbehej " ^  (lC)t e . F, l>‘promised^as ‘‘ Irefusing him his dinner as !»»».■ >■ —  . cl- 1
like. The clergyman should reme'U  ̂ n 
told him to render good for evil, 'v 11
did not. fi»rnrii’e^

The fact is that the missionary entc 1

tli'5

,\jO'
y w
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Ta |a r̂oad— is a gigantic fraud. As the Rev. Canon 
be rsays : “ It is plain that these futile missions should 
h°arde? U*5' Po extort from Sunday-school children their 
‘the ea Pence for the ostensible object of converting 
the cP°0r heathen ’ seems to me to be almost a crime—  
And ° P obtaining money under false pretences.” 
grea’t e '*• observed, the failure of such missions is as 
Mr, j j O a d  as it is at home. Canon Taylor quotes 
says ■ °.??SOn> the well-known African traveller, who 
siona’rj n many important districts, where the mis- 
can s 'Cs have been at work for twenty years, they 
c0nver.rce y number, in honest statistics, twenty sincere 
norninaf' r  ^  °fber parts, where large numbers of 
hy nu , J ,hristians exist, their religion is discredited 
liarSi among its adherents all the drunkards,
it not b f - .  and unclean livers in the colony.” W ould 
body fr better to have Secular missions to save the 
na,ted an'i* *be niany evils and vices which have origi- 
V̂e extended in the midst of Christian propaganda? 
“  nk so, for even if man has a “ soul,” whatever 

e . , - must be the better if contained in a pure 
nv bnri.» C harles W a t t s .

¿ h mea[ be.
6 hy body.

'The Easiest Trade in the World.

for l n°t 
.Sett: 
*iy

An O pen 
at all

L etter  to  a  F riend.

t . settin<r surprised that, with your keen regard 
r P'dlv .... ° n in the world,” and with your sonfuti '  an*> . * w u i iu , (Uiu vv 1 l 11 y u u i  su n

Profpr°-acb'n^ maturity, the question of his
< 6se day. 
Pur. -and

ession should be now exercising y o u rm in ^  
‘ys of keen, bustling competition, 1 be 

suit "r more difficult to fix on a  profession 
cenvf wbich a  fair competence may 1 Lcties

anc'  parental responsibilities an

'^ tV j^ ^ T tT er1,how ever, the first thing to begone 
P̂aciiP :ind form some estimate of the y ou b 

V f c -  This you have not failed to do, and your 
Para,;.of your son’s character renders the matter 

simple. You tell me that he hasK 7 ly' 
V ?
> le  S

Physically,
good

. . . . . . .  and mentally, aUh»ogh “ Ot ^
nr <ss ,  he. possessor of a certain kind of bness
 ̂ s^ P ^ tia l critic might call it cunning,. ‘ j

J'hile no. a"ied to plenty of confidence in nn ’tbjng. 
” Pari;,1 Rowing a marked capacity for any . rj s 
% g in ular, exhibits a decided tendency
%<fnnS  th.
uth. • is t w  Un,Verse 

forV r c e r ,at you
in general. Your own con- 

fear lie is neither astute enough for_ k 1 l i e  13  U C I L U C I  a a i u i c  C U W U g i l

C ^ i c L  f^ a l en°ugh for the law, patient enough
. C S s  -------------------  r - -  • — - 1 - 0 -if'.̂ ce an o r 1'1 enouSrh for literature, or sufficiently 

' LnHQ_ êrver or a reasoner for any branch of
SubU v; ry difb̂ .Ĥ hose circumstances I do not think thath yn * M1J|JC| j. — » vuilMlUIIVWJ X V*V/ l iv t  u***»*.~  ------
r W*r Son hi> \ to p °'nt to the profession that would 

t0̂ oUrother nr^rL Make a clergyman of him. There'«v:r r . ~ “  v*v*5/***“ ‘1 ******* - ———
Sp. 'V(iM0tl’s caruSSIOns that would suit a young man 
h X e J s u itK ;1 r(J so w e ll; there are certainly none 

j vice ej n] better. Qualities that would be of 
%  vn'tUcies'.j Cre will prove extremely useful here, 

i.,11 tb; Pas« „  aat 'v°uld spell ruin in other depart- 
N S o n n S * “ «1 in this one.

I , 0 a fe. 11 y°u will allow me to call your 
iot ‘̂.vena ni sentences from George E lio t:—  
vM g/'her tbaa ''.‘lb moderate intellect, a moral standard 
/.^Out-..SHbnoco^^average, some rhetorical affluenceatta'Q'lt tuKllbness ’nf “  SO,IIU rneiui 1UU CUHUVUVV

is ;> p he aij oj.°*.speech, what is the career in which, 
Sc;!bat (' Cr and r , 1lrlb or money, lie may most easily 
MC|,ce ai°s,bcn of Pu âtion in English society ? Where 
nP °re ijj ’u learnjn™ êdiocrity in which a smattering of 
M .̂^ng btudeg K. 'yd  pass for profound instruction, 
ho y.? T _s as hoh-!!!.., accepted as wisdom, bigoted

if rSalct;?n> a 'n dj ?ir-fic‘al knowledge with the prestige 
ullng  morale with a high reputation\ N T ctity'.

*ttt5Ss;ty t°n \vere .
\ * l/bself aiscnSs\ ? eilius, there would be little or no 

6 * • *? future career— the matter wouldr;> enn, As

b-f°lC°ut
he

'fst

t ° r *s not a genius, and as you are 
some ?P>se as much, all that 1 need do

a;;ng n ’ylTle of the advantages to be derived 
■ * h a t ;above advice.

s ltT1portant in your son’s case, comes

the consideration that in the clerical profession the col
lection or study of facts, or even adherence to them, is re
duced toaminimum. Thepolitician,thelawyer,thedoctor, 
the commercial man, all find the study of facts essential 
to their reaching eminence in their respective professions. 
The clergyman, on the contrary, has everything essen
tial settled for him. His beliefs, his prayers, his postures, 
are all arranged in advance ; his only task is to commit 
them to memory. In other professions a man is tied 
down to facts ; the average cleric treats them with a 
lofty contempt. The less he knows of a subject, the 
more he talks about it. His assurance increases in pro
portion as his statements defy verification ; and he is 
most certain and most dogmatic when expounding the 
character of a deity whom he tells you beforehand is in
comprehensible, or dilating on a future HFe concerning 
the existence of which he cannot produce the slightest 
shadow of a spark of evidence, although the genuine
ness of his belief in its transcendent glories, as compared 
with those of earth, is shown by his readiness to stay 
here as long as possible, so that he may show others the 
way. If y?our son cannot obtain a reputation as a thinker 
in other directions, he may easily do so in the pulpit. 
Let him acquire the habit of pouring a deluge of words 
over a desert of ideas, cultivate a mere nodding acquain
tance with truth, carefully champion only movements 
out of which capital may be made, and his career will be 
both a profitable and an easy one. To cry “  damn ” in 
the pulpit will ensure prominent press notices ; he may 
gain the reputation of an “ advanced ” thinker by 
solemnly hinting that possibly Jonah did not spend his 
vacation in the inside of a whale, or that Moses did not 
write an account of his own funeral; and he may even 
pose as an energetic social reformer on the strength of 
inducing the Prince o f W ales to abstain from hot rolls 
one morning out of seven.

In these democratic days, when not even “ the divinity 
that doth hedge a king ” is free from unpleasant ques
tioning, the greater immunity of the clergy from public 
criticism is certainly something to be valued. Again I 
would invite your attention to the following from George 
E lio t:—

“ He (the clergyman) has an immense advantage over 
all other public speakers. The platform orator is subject 
to the criticism of hisses and groans. Counsel for the 
plaintiff expects the retort of counsel for the defendant, 
liven the scientific or literary lecturer, if he is dull or in
competent, may see the best part of his audience slip out 
one by one. Hut the preacher is completely master of the 
situation ; no one may hiss, no one may depart. Like 
the writer of imaginary conversations, he may put what 
imbecilities he pleases into the mouths of his antago
nists, and swell with triumph when he has refuted them, 
lie  may riot in gratuitous assertions, confident that no 
man will contradict him ; he may exercise perfect free
will in logic, and invent illustrative experiences ; he may 
give an evangelical edition of history with the inconvenient 
facts omitted : all this he may do, certain that those of his 
hearers who are not sympathising are not listening.”

The priesthood is thus a profession that almost anyone 
may qualify for. Lack of intelligence is no obstacle.
In the whole history of the Christian Churches no man 
has ever been turned out for not thinking enough, or for 
not thinking accurately. Plenty have been turned out 
for thinking too much, and the spectacle of their expul
s i o n  has apparently had a'salutary effect on those who
were left behind. Minute and searching as the table of 
ecclesiastical pains and penalties has been, lack  ̂ of 
thinking has no place in it. And modest as the claims 
of the Church has been on the intelligence of its ministers 
in the past it bids fair to be still less exacting in the 
future. In certain directions, I have read, the W ar 
Office has been obliged to lower its standard of efficiency 
owing to the impossibility of getting a sufficient number 
of men that were up to the old standard of excellency ; 
and, with the intelligence of the nation rapidly drifting in 
other directions, it is certain that the Churches will he
compelled to follow the same policy. _

Then again, the profession lias this advantage— bad 
times are reduced to a minimum. If Christianity is 
booming, the parson is secure ; if it is not, capital may 
•ilwavs be made out oi attacks 011 infidelity^ and timid 
!,„d‘ credulous “ old ladies of both sexes ’ induced to 
“ shell out ” liberally in defence of the faith. Or even 
if there should be a “ slump” in parsons, and their 
number prove greater than there are churches for them
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to fill, even then the prospect is not so gloomy as it 
appears on first glance. There are still left both the home 
and foreign mission fields— spheres of operation in 
which irretrievable mediocrity is tolerably certain of 
success. Very comfortable salaries are received by the 
clerical gentlemen who act as secretaries of the foreign 
missionary societies. Three secretaries of the London 
Missionary Society— all parsons— receive between them 
^1,450, besides expenses, and the remainder of such 
agencies are equally lavish, or more so, in their pay
ments.

Or, if foreign missions are not to one’s taste, one can 
easily try a mission at home. Here the field of opera
tion is practically limitless. The number of waifs and 
strays created and perpetuated by a Christian society is 
as great as the credulity to which missionaries appeal. 
And the method of working is so beautifully simple. 
You rent a big house— Finsbury Square is a favorite 
locality— stick up a sign advertising its missionary 
character, fit out a suite of rooms for your own use 
(rent, furniture, clothing, annual holiday, etc., coming 
out of the expenses of the m ission); you live up to 
three or four hundred a year, and pose before the 
country as a highly benevolent character. O f all pro
fessions that of a Christian philanthropist is the most 
profitable ; it combines the maximum of profit with the 
minimum of risk. The capital is found by the public, 
the profits are taken by the promoter. A liberal use of 
religious phrases disarms all criticism except such as 
may be offered by Freethinkers, and their statements 
are hardly likely to have much weight with the religious 
public.

O f course, there are a certain number of the clergy 
who earn but modest incomes ; but it is not clear that 
their earnings would have been larger in any other pro
fession ; and it is certain that the vast majority of the 
clergy would receive nothing like their present income 
in literature, commerce, or in any of the learned pro
fessions.'*'

There is, indeed, only one objection to the course I 
have pointed out. It may be argued that “ it is no 
light thing to have secured a livelihood on condition of 
goingthrough life masked and gagged ; to be compelled, 
week after week and year after year, to recite the 
symbols of ancient faith, and lift up his voice in the 
echoes of old Jiopes, with the blighting thought in his
soul that the faith is a lie.......To read hundreds of times
in a twelvemonth with solemn unction as the inspired 
word of the Supreme what to him arc meaningless as 
the Abracadabras of the conjurer in a booth ; to go on 
to the end of his days administering to simple folk holy 
rites of commemoration and solace, when he has in his 
mind at each phrase what dupes are these simple folk, 
and how wearisomely counterfeit their rites ; and to 
know through all that this is to be the one business of 
his prostituted life.” t  No light business, truly ! and 
yet sufficiently bearable, apparently, for many thousands 
of our fellow-countrymen. C. C ohen.

W hat is Religion ?

( Concluded from page 433. )
T here is no intelligence without force. There is no 
force without matter. Consequently there could not 
by any possibility have been any intelligence, any force, 
back of matter.

It therefore follows that the supernatural does not, 
and cannot, exist. If these four corner-stones are facts, 
nature has no master. If matter and force are from and 
to eternity, it follows as a necessity that no God exists ; 
that no God created or governs the universe ; that no 
God exists who answers prayer ; no God who succors 
the oppressed ; no God who pities the sufferings of 
innocence ; no God who cares for the slaves with scarred 
flesh, the mothers robbed of their babes ; no God who 
rescues the tortured, and no God that saves a martyr 
from the flames. In other words, it proves that man 
has never received any help from heaven ; that all the 
sacrifices have been in vain, and that all prayers have

* A  w riter in the Echo o f  July 11 found, from recen tly-p roved  
w ills in Som erset H ouse, that 122 clergym en  left behind them
2C15.677.94«-

t  John M o n ey, On Compromise, p. 92.
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died unanswered in the heedless air. I do not prcttl 
to know. I say what I think. _ . , £|l

If matter and force have existed from eternity,d j  
follows that all that has been possible has happene 
that is possible is happening, and all that will be posSI 
will happen. -  ^

In the universe there is no chance, no caprice. ‘J 
event has parents. eit

That which has not happened could not. Thepre . 
is the necessary product of all the past, the nece 
cause of all the future.

In theinfinite chainthere is, and there can be, no o‘ ^
no missing link. The form and motion of every
climate of every world, all forms of vegetable an

stati 
d ani"1is1

an a*;;;,

dreams, all hopes and fears, are necessities, 
the Qpuntless things and relations in the universe

life, all instinct, intelligence, and conscience, an " 
tions and denials, all vices and virtues, all thong

have been different.
If matter and force are from eternity, then we & ])0t

s m
\vasthat man had no intelligent creator, that man 

a special creation. 1
W e now know, if we know anything, that J tF 

the divine potter, did not mix and mould clay 1 ^
forms of men and women, and then breathe tn 
of life into these forms. re fl"1

W e now know that our first parents  ̂ 0f tt"- 
foreigners. W e know that they were natives ^  
world, produced here, and that their life did n .f 41 
from the breath of any god. W e now kn°'^j 0  
know anything, that the universe is natural, ^ 
men and women have been naturally produC e tl>£ 
now know our ancestors, our pedigree. **e 
family tree. , ¡* li"̂

W e have all the links of the chain, twenty
inclusive from moner to man.

W e did not get our information from inspire 

From the simplest creatures, from bh

red b00'
,k*

W e have fossil facts and living forms. ' *’nd sf1 )ep,
from organisms with one vague want, to ;l ■ F) 
with a nucleus, to a hollow ball filled with 
cup with double walls, to a flat worm, to a ^ a sp'1̂  
that begins to breathe, to an organism that , ^
cord, to a link between the invertebrate to the\ \p d 
to one that has a cranium— a house for a bra. 1(jer "L- 
with fins, still onward to one with fore and •¡¡s, tO L  
to the reptile mammalia, to the marsup1,1 ■ t0 
lemures, dwellers in trees, to the Sim1 ’ 
pithecanthropi, and, lastly, to man.

W e know the paths that life has travelled- , 
the footsteps of advance. They have been tj 
last link has been found. F'or this we are hi ^ ¡g, t r‘ 
than to all others, to the greatest of bio’0* ^ 
Haeckel. ra]( a|,<*

W e now believe that the universe is °at .
deny the existence of the supernatural. LJj

F'or thousands of years men and woiiien^
trying to reform the 
and devils, heavens

world, 
and hells

They have
they

persuaded; they have preached e0pi-
countless ways have endeavored to ,Tia ,,L V- I’9'̂  ¡ll\ _̂____• , . • __I ic : tnw (.„olSi

have f  /
— — „  _ 
sacred books, performed miracles, built ĉ v(1ed 
dungeons; they have crowned and unc g£) ^
and queens ; they have tortured and impj" f£ly 
alive and burned ; they have preached a‘i ^  
have tried promises and threats ; they bh 9 
nnr<;iindpH : thnv have nronched SM® 1

-better and happier, and yet they have > ^¡u te
W hy have the reformers failed * 1 ,

why. . popa,a5?<J
Ignorance, poverty, and vice are V ullijl0 a

world. The gutter is a nursery. 1 * the 0(\  p
to support themselves, fill the tenemc11 ’ ¡¡gKt
hovels with children. They depend . 0t ;t
luck, and charity. They arc not

temperate, industrious, and virtuous 
hospitals and asylums, universities R* 
seem to have done their very best

id

think about consequences, or to fed j'ren, l/jf,
int chd?1*

an
a

the same time, they do not w. 
child is a curse— a curse to them 
babe, is not welcome, because it lh .¡s0ns, I f  
unwelcome children fill the jails and P ff0lds- 
and hospitals, and they crowd the sc- gat 1,1 
rescued by chance or charity, but t ic ¡olls. 
failures. They become vicious,
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ctoldre  ̂ an  ̂ v'°^ence> and bequeath their vices to their

are heM  ̂ ^'ls inundation of vice the forces of reform 
pr0rn ess> and cliarity itself becomes an unconscious 

pa!, er of crime.
Natnr«rl scenis to be the trade-mark of nature. W hy ? 
dur- h a s ~  ’ • ’ -
de:

469

1Ceswit| S 00 design, 110 intelligence. Nature pro- 
c>- l0l't purpose, sustains without intention, and

and °h}es J'thout thought. Man h as a little intelligence, 
capabi~ S!?ouJt* use it- Intelligence is the only lever 

The0 ° raisi%r niankind.
the n0t,rCa question is, Can we prevent the ignorant 
children̂  vic!ous- from filling the world with their 
. can 
‘ram nl? Prcv'ent this Missouri of ignorance and,u. j - - .v u i  uns uusituun ui ign oran ce uni

ilu ’̂T^ying into the Mississippi of civilisation ?
Passio ./lc world forever remain the victim of ignorant 

n‘ Can the world be civilised to that degree thatc°nseQ. '“tU1 tne 'vorld be civilised to that degree tl 
Wh4vlCr ccs w'fi be taken into consideration by all ? 

citnnot ,r>cn and women have children that they
cttrseo ,»e carc of— children that are burdensinten; ' Win- ?
thaJlgenc«

of— children that are burdens and 
Because they have more passion than 

fea.s'”0’ more Passion than conscience, more passion

'U cannnn0t ref°rm these people with tracts and talk. 
ssi0n j reform these people with preach and creed. 
refor„, ’ ant* always has been, deaf. These weapons

Criminals, tramps, 
day. The

of
1 ‘ClOrm „ J -------------- - *

»gars are substantially useless
^  failures are increasing every 

Of
Sion is L Poor-houses, and asylums arc crowded.is

refor:

--- UJ^IUIUJ UIV- tlUVVVIVVi.
helpless. Law can punish, but it can 

ym criminals nor prevent crime. The tide
er ___ ____

“  nsing. The war that is now being waged 
\  f,r(J he forces of evil is as hopeless as the battle ot 

Ther l?s against the darkness of night.
’J'lst s? ls but one hope. Ignor
"V tpc,°P populating the world 

al —  ■>le. Ŝ ? ion- ‘ This
Piiv^st

Tti'
t 0. , cannot be done by religion or by law,

1 hangman. This cannot be done by force, ur rnri- „ i

ight.
Ignorance, poverty, and vice 

This cannot be done 
cannot be done by talk or

vsiical

s ?  ac°
Pcie,

m o ra l.

&  mak0emplish this there
lti>  
C the

the
Po\v,

is 
owner

but one way. 
the mistress ofwoman the V1V1JL.1 j uiiouv-oo Ui UViOWll.

0n>y possible savior of mankind, must putDr

Science
herself.

Vi« lJUWef  of woman to decide for herse 
*his *-0r will not, become a  mother. -phis

S C  the solution of the whole questioi . J ^  
The babes that are then born 

S S  J hey will be clasped by glad hands to haPF >
, ^ n ',  ? w y  will fill homes with light and joy 
S t h and women who believe that slaves are pure ,

■̂‘y h'1u'v1cc1̂  >eC’i who believe that fear is a safer guide 
¡̂|  ̂ e cou^ > ^lat only those are really good who 

j(r0\vs 'vhich i| s ° f  others, and that ignorance is the 
''ill, \viti'C Perfcct, perfumed flower of virtues'S>«. ‘. " ‘I W,

Protesting hands, hide their shocked

f, -c, 11,' "Omen who think that light t! dangerous
i S ^ n b " rhy dwells in darkne», that >t g

^ bem gs to know themselves horrified at
,{C  ««ect their well-being, wdl be ‘o fp ass.on>

v't 1 ? l °f making intelligence the n - j women,
r,;is> ok forward to the time when men a ^  ^  the

C %  h°f tl' eir knowledge of conseq perpetuateiSSSsL«-
,l"
byBut

[*̂ n 
that

of

lij'vp, , >-11110
yui bc n '" cs> the prison walls will fall, the

Wiii0 win Win c,?0^  with light, and the shadow of 
bP °c child?0 to Cllrse the earth. Poverty and 

■ C-^orlntretchedC(̂ S‘ Thc withered hands of want 
lsn ‘f i wWi n u . • 0r alms. Thov will be dust. TheThey will bc dust.

_ , virtuous,
rcform mankind, because religion

i S i y 1 C;U ) ’ntelligcnt,  virtuous, and free, 
t ¡s y. “v-ver reform morvlrtnrl bprniiW rolip"!

^ialc4(lear b ette r  t 
| [ ^ : S.of f„ !r to bes|niie° f fear, free, to leave the forts and

to stand erect and face thc future

s
T a  • to'1? b etter ,

6 'v0rij1̂  With °.jT1Ve yourself sometimes to ncgli- 
S  o?!‘tati„ t °
K V eet, ?ns °f tiVi« u nU d.rcam’ t0 forget 
V  ’oun,..'- br?athing life, to forget purpose

thini* G ant  ̂ ^1C blind forces
f turn ,‘ln^ dream, to forget the chains

\  li» nce J ° Ullge M‘fe- ® mom” ?Hor'e‘bw m the picture-gallery of the brain. 
•hornin'T clasPs and kisses of the past, to 

biiek, tp see a^ain the forni5

faces of the dead, to paint fair pictures for the coming 
years, to forget all gods, their promises and threats, to 
feel within your veins life’s joyous stream and hear the 
martial music, the rhythmic beating of your fearless 
heart.

And then to rouse yourself to do all useful things, to 
reach with thought and deed the ideal in your brain, to 
give your fancies wing, that they, like chemist-bees, may 
find art’s nectar in the weeds of common things, to look 
with trained and steady eyes for facts, to find the subtle 
threads that join the distant with the now, to increase 
knowledge, to take burdens from the weak, to develop the 
brain, to defend the right, to make a palace for the soul.

This is real religion. This is real worship.
R. G. Ingersoll.

Acid Drops.

T he famous Lille murder seems likely to remain a mystery. 
It will be remembered that the body of a murdered boy was 
found in the parlor of the Christian Brothers’ school, and that 
the circumstances were particularly atrocious. One of the 
Brothers, called Flamidien, was arrested. The evidence 
against him was that, when confronted with the corpse, he 
would not look at it, but kept his head averted and sobbed 
convulsively. As this is the only evidence against Brother 
Flamidien, he has been discharged. Of course we are all 
for justice, even to one of these Brothers. At the same time, 
it is most deplorable that the perpetrator of such a horrid and 
disgusting crime—whoever he is—should go undetected and 
unpunished ; and it is hard not to sympathise with the indig
nation of the working-classes of Lille, who loudly demand 
that the education of children shall be taken out of the hands 
of men who, in consequence of their vow of celibacy, are so 
liable to become victims of sexual perversion.

Rev. Forbes Phillips, the sensational vicar of Gorleston, has 
been preaching against the “ Autocracy of Dissent” and pitch
ing severely into the high-and-mightiness of leading Dissenters 
like Dr. Parker, Dr. Clifford, and President Hughes—the last 
of whom is accused of talking as though he almost held the 
keys of heaven. All this is very good fun for the Freethinker, 
who is naturally charmed to hear the beautiful opinions which 
the rival Christian sects hold of each other. We must, how
ever, in common fairness, correct Mr. Phillips when lie charges 
leading Dissenting members with having “ appeared in the 
company of Mr. Charles Bradlaugh and men like him” on 
the Liberation Society’s platform. They never did so. Mr. 
Phillips is entirely misinformed. Dr. Parker and other 
“ Liberationists ” would have nothing to do with Mr. Brad- 
laugh in connection with the Liberation Society. They said 
so, they meant it, and they stuck to it ; and Mr. Bradlaugh 
was not the man to obtrude himself where he was not desired. 
As far as we recollect, he only sat on the Liberation Society’s 
platform once in his life. That once was enough—thanks to 
the bigoted conduct of the leading Nonconformists.

A sceptic was talking to a parson in a railway carriage.
“ I cannot understand any man being so ridiculous as to deny 
that there is a god,” said the sky-pilot. “ It is not so strange,” 
replied thc sceptic, “ as to believe in two gods and a ghost.”

The National Protestant League (Nottingham Lodge) has 
printed and published at one penny a sermon on “ I he Last 
Judgment ’’— which it calls “ an extraordinary sermon ”— 
preached by the Rev. Augustine Graham, Redemptorist 
Father, at St. Edward’s Roman Catholic Church, Notting
ham, on Sunday evening, March 12, 1899. According to 
this preacher, all men and women who get married at a 
Catholic church will go to heaven, and all men and women 
who get married at a Protestant church or a registry office 
will go to hell. All who go to Mass on Sunday will stand at 
last with the sheep— no doubt of that ¡—while all who never 
go to Mass will stand in with the goats. “ Oh,” the preacher 
exclaims, “ I think there will bc a lot of people lost!” And 
he expressly includes all who eat meat on Friday.

Thc Protestants are quite indignant at this Catholic 
preacher. Fancy the cheek of a “ Popish ” priest who 
declares (practically) that every Protestant is bound for hell ! 
But do not the Protestants declare that every Freethinker is 
bound for the same place ? And is not thc difference between 
Catholic and Protestant bigotry merely one of direction .

The Rev. Donald Gotto, who is not a volunteer, but a paid 
soldier of Christ, probably with expectations of promotion and 
very little fear of actual danger, preached the other day to thc 
Volunteers at Maldon, and in the course of his sermon he 
- lid ’ “ I* " ”“0 r" :,n,v to sneer at religion—that was the
work of a 
gentleman.
even to “ sn?er

It was not manly to sneer at religion-
coward.” Wc beg to differ from this reverend 

It takes some courage, in a country like this, 
at religion. There is social and political
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ostracism to face, and the Blasphemy Laws on top of that, 
with the chance of a taste of Christian charity in the form of 
imprisonment. Parson Gotto should really be more accurate. 
It would do him good—at least, we hope so—to recollect that 
this is an age of reporters and newspapers, and that what is 
said in a church, where contradiction and criticism are not 
allowed, may be published outside and become the subject of 
free and open discussion.

New York has a population of about three and one-quarter 
millions, of whom about two hundred thousand— or one in 
sixteen—attend church. This is worse than London. It is 
high time that Jesus Christ arranged for his second advent, 
or Christianity will soon have to be advertised for.

The American clergy would dearly like to get rid of Colonel 
Ingersoll. He won’t die, he won’t get converted, and he 
won’t stop lecturing to crowded houses. One man of God, 
Bishop E. B. Kephart, says that Ingersoll ought to be trans
ported to the Island of Borneo, where the people have no 
religion, and left to witness the results of his own theory. 
But that is just where Bishop Kephart should go, if he is an 
honest Christian. Where the people have no religion is just 
the place for him to preach it. Ingersoll’s business is where 
the people have a religion. Bishop Kephart must try again.

In 1813 it was provided in Spain that every nun then living 
should have a pension for life. Not one of them has died 
since. Anyhow, not a single death has been notified by the 
Roman Catholic authorities to the government. Consequently 
the Minister of Justice has had to kill them all atone fell swoop. 
There is not much cruelty in this act, for they only lived on 
paper, and he has only killed them with a stroke of the pen. 
He has signed a decree that the 1837 pensions shall all cease, 
unless the person interested can be proved to be alive.

A Battersea draper, who has a sale “ now proceeding,” 
keeps an eye on religious propaganda. On one window he 
has pasted the text, “ It is appointed unto men once to die, 
but after this the judgment.” Is this a warning to thieves 
and pickpockets ? Or is it a prophetic hint as to the pro
bable fate of the draper in consequence of that sale ? He will 
pardon us for asking. We are a bit puzzled.

The St. George’s (Ramsgate) Parish Magazine for this 
month contains the following : “ The Sunday evening con
gregations on the last two Sundays have been small owing 
to the absence of regular members. This does not speak 
well for the religion of the absentees. They should at least 
attend Evensong, even if they may like to leave church before 
the sermon. It is becoming increasingly the fashion to go to 
church once only on Sundays. The truly religious are not 
content with this.”

The vicar of Ramsgate, like a'good many other vicars, is 
evidently becoming alarmed at the decrease in his congrega
tions. He is, however, not quite up to date as regards the 
present fashion, which is not to attend church at all while 
there are other and much more attractive means of whiling 
away the time. A pleasant walk in a picturesque park, or 
by the seashore on a fine Sunday, is much preferable to 
sitting out long-winded discourses in a stuffy church. Then 
there are some parsons who make it a practice not to let their 
congregations out in time to secure a good seat at the band 
performances on Sunday evenings.

The Hospital has been discussing the Yankee “ twang,’’ 
which, by the way, is not universal. Take the Ingersoll 
family, for instance. The Colonel has very little of it—just 
a bit now and then when he talks like an American. Mrs. 
Ingersoll has just a piquant dash of it. Mrs. Brown, their 
married daughter, has absolutely no trace of it, nor did we 
detect it in her husband. Cultured society at Boston eschews 
it almost entirely. Many years ago, hearing Wentworth 
Higginson speak in London, we noticed how very precise 
and absolute he was in his pronunciation, and got a glimpse 
of what one of his fellow townsmen meant by saying of a 
certain old-country professor, “ He speaks very good English 
for an Englishman.”

It is perfectly clear, therefore, that the Yankee “ twang” is 
not at all due to any peculiarity of the Yankee vocal organs. 
Our own explanation of it is as follows. A great many 
\ ankeeisms are not really modern, but survivals. “ Guess” 
is old English, so is “ right here.” Expressions of that kind 
were taken over to America by the early English settlers, and 
have survived there, though they have nearly died out here. 
Now the earliest settlers mostly came from Devonshire and 
Cornwall. The Devonshire man took his peculiar “ er,” 
which is common over all the Eastern States. The Cornish
man took hisjiabit of singing up to the end of his sentence, 
with emphasis on the last word, which also is common in 
the Eastern States. No doubt this peculiarity has been 
strengthened and prolonged by the assertiveness of a young 
and energetic people. But the root of the matter, we believe, 
is to be found in the linguistic character of the English that 
was first spoken in America,

i , jj
Mere “ accident,” imitativeness, and habit count ]° .j. 

much in these matters. What are the racial or cf1 ¡t| 
differences between one English county and the nest i 
that their native inhabitants talk such different “ia«- ¡ntti 
You hear one dialect in West Yorkshire ; go a mile on^( 
East Lancashire, and you hear another. On one side  ̂  ̂
river Tamar you hear the Devonshire dialect, and 
other side the Cornish. The Devonshire man uses tW' 
tive case in pronouns, even where he should use the n |;> 
tive ; the Cornishman uses the nominative, even w  ̂
should use the objective. The Devonshire man says ^  
gwain ” for “ she is going.” The Cornishman says  ̂¡¡¡t 
a’ we ” for “ go along with us.” Such fashions of SPe£ 
like fashions in clothes. Nobody knows who sets tn 
they get vogue and continue, and in time they become 
a religion. ___ .

Reviewing Mr. Tighe Hopkins’s new book, An t)
France, the sober Daily News, wl ’ 
the Clergy Relief Bill, speaks of 
the grotesque insolence, of the
guardian and teacher of morals.” During tne '“nd“11,01

, /in v]
to be heat ^

hollowness,^
___ _ claim
During the „„,01$

it says, filth was common amongst ecclesiastics, an ^  jitf 
and secular priests diced, drank, swore, and tough ^ Gl
lay rakes.” Every one of them, however, was ca 
and anointed of the Holy Ghost.

“ There is no doubt at all,” says the Hon. John 
the British Weekly, “ that the President [Kruger] 's9 , he$‘.

'lied

|T"Ï Î Î
religious man. I believe that, according to hisligW
seeks Divine direction.” But seeking seems to be °°eî$
and finding another, for Mr. Tudhope himself ag 
Alfred Milner,

rees

s c lf '< !/
i f > ;is

$

It is always soothing to our inexpugnable^ 
find that the ideas for which we arc laboring 
labored, are gaining ground, and, therefore, h £,»*•■ . 
feeling of more than ordinary pleasure we note jp‘ 
Gazette, in its issue of June 17, referring to PaIef 
Theory of the Universe as being out of date.

“ God commanded me to do this,” said Bertha 
Peterson, who shot John Whibley, shoemaker, a ^  
on February' 5. Dr. Davies, Superintendent °ipering; ¡,g 
County Asylum, testified that the prisoner was s ^ ^
strong delusions, and held the belief that she  ̂ \ 
directly under divine direction in m u r d e r i n g ^ n ^..................... - pi
jury returned a verdict accordingly, anu m ‘g 
directed to be detained during her Majesty’s P1®̂ 

no longer valid

ub\

divine commissions are 
world.

in this Pa
J 1,1

Stephen Sheppard Maguth, clergyman 
England and quack doctor, is charged J#  ̂

P r i e r fs i!n i* sArihUr Raker’ ^ e d  seven? f  He treated the k  "lt Is' h i d .  a box and prescriben p jt u
a  case of d ip h th e r i- i^ T i^  for u,cerated l,iroat;s in “

» ' « of ¡ 4 £

pricher/fhe R ^ ' h  H Bal'd °"  M®y k f i i c d ^ ^
text^rorn 'the Bibb thej v m™ ™ d  a prayer 
to turn to the r ~ i  and Just as be was : 
flash of lirriw,,- 'orc. a crash of thunder cv.
Pews. W hin aImo,st Winded the occupants ^

. ,e confusion abated, the 1.
out on the floor-d ead ! Evidently-a s  quite j

1ÎS
thought a little of that intended sermon wai

cFel  it"9
After welcoming Sarah Bernhardt at . j1-spê *' ju’ 
wn in the name of the whole Eng jjenlt& S -iNtow.. . . . . . . .  __ .

Marie Corelli opened a Church bazaar “ c glim’ sjji'’
It would have added to the success 0 \npai'c l1 ' 
brought her old friend Satan along- • Ji
him for exclusively aristocratic circles. Jit,f.

\\"
ib'trt fJ:

1. m bcaru*'WeP'fCj 
The Cincograph has been brought ,l( the ■ e Jh 

Ammergau Passion Play, and the visit.. rCs of [¡s V A  
Aquarium may now see twenty-five p1L jfnd 1 t)ie(6 ¡¡f 
Jesus Christ, including the Crucifix»® • uf eF’ tjL 
been in existence in the first century P , ptinp f  
have been actual snap-shots of his tr,' j 0|c, 'On the wflj ue f biF'resurrection, and ascension.
that J. C. came on earth too soon. ¡„ipc»1-, ¡s 
advent till now, he would liave_ Id1 f i|]( I11U 
of his history. As it is, everything 
mystry.” __ _

liim'Li' f  0Ilari 
iim 

aliout

&
. remarked, _._c

FÌ

the old doctrb'^p. 
of special < a<XI;lStc
Dr.

Darwin destroyed 
with it the doctrine 
been emphasised by 
the International Confc
Chiswick. No one, he remarkeu, yy'. "
between species, genera, or y I(1j 
longer “ a sort of sacrosanct thing* ‘
growers were not to be deterred b) ‘
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D- ? e.r.s stated that “ Still, to so great an extent was religious 
tilai, ce carried, that nurserymen were afraid of exhibiting 
u . s as hybrids, and so they introduced plants which they 
Can reared in their own nurseries as having come from the 
rclfe. and other places.” Such is the genial influence of 

S'°n on the development of science.
Th<

b-Conference
Kev, 

accid 
the h.

estim atn^ r,i v ~ T ......f? *’**• ‘ u a v u ie g u i  laives a  verj
‘ , ,  tneir intelligence, or perhaps his own intelli

livay Signal reports an address delivered “ at our 
’ytheR^ ' 1,1 Exeter Ilall on Wednesday morning, April 26, 

ev- G. H. C. MacGregor. No wonder there are so
11 tms IS th(

°w eStil  ! blï  ° f listening to.
geilen

, ----------  ̂ »»Viiuti t u t ic  Clic 3U
.* 1 f j. f  Is. the sort of stuff that railway servants 

Mr. MacGregor takes a very
scllCc • — meir intelligence, or perhaps his own intelli-
teniinj.!, hnv to let him take a higher view of theirs. He 
minds « ¡¡'1, hearers that Jesus Christ was “ King over their 
"f Jesus ’’ l,l’e..!n-t-el,ect>” he said “ '‘ has to be laid at the feet 

n„ ■ . s.i, 11 wr. iMactiregor laid his there, Jesus would 
zded how to pick it up. He would have to see it lirst.

tllB*fere father, mother, wifeT°r child-Jesus first,” exclaims 
stan.,„.n °f God. This is good advice from a professional 
i n j 0̂ .  For when Jesus looks in the man of Ciod looks 

1 him—and takes the subscription.
___ _

'narn''acGreg°r denounced drinking and smoking. “ A 
Wr„ r‘iiht,” he said, “ to make a chimney of himselt. 
didn’t nt,y he has full right to make a fool of himself. Jesus 
ofhis Amokc—ho had no chance to ; but he drank the liquor 
to ije me and country, and even manufactured a lot of wine 
iiua,,; f a marriaee feast iroing. Mr. MacGregor seems o 
4f t  ih« his hearers don't read the Bible. Well, perhaps 

u t> and that is why they listen to him.

tli

The,hisho 
1

H s ;

Says"iiu'ill0P of Bristol receives “ disgraceful ” letters and 
heart is nearly broken. It is not quite shattered, 

hi dare say he will live to a gn 
°ugh the needle’s eye afterwards.

¡fe E  We »1 j uiuivcii. it is not quire simitcicu,
lCe2e thrn* 1 rc say l̂e will live to a great old age and 

u£h the needle’s eye afterwards.

>at 0f .\n ''J'g'and have to keep two Sabbaths, thmr ô n(jer 
-e Gentiles ; the first by choice, and the seconu

lC  r 0?;. Many of them find this a circles
to Ji °f hfe, and a controversy is g0,£ g ° . ■ .0-inc,de with
tien'n 'or tllcy should make their Sab . . . would

W''in 0'le S.u?day- According to the Chief Babb;, u ^
b sottlePnOSlUon t0 the word of God to do • chiel
H bi,V hc question. But will it?  Why, even the tar- may chan,™ ta- • 'rSe .. .3 Clian.r,. , . . ■ "  oy, even  m e u in

‘laj°ritv f lls view of the word of God if he finds 
lavor of the mooted alteration.\

Ss > v?kr*.S90 ’yterir
. ,  the Northern W hig. -ian Elder,”  writing in the * a iudc con- 

uf on the Church clergy who j t0 earth.
S S earth on comns at the words W J "  water am

Church,” he says, ‘ can m> ” ,ul'j consecrate
clay, if they would just u’.' l/produce bettei

> s .. e, c°untry, land and water, it nug ,, \s gooc
Is W . S certainly less weeds and Hustles- in whicl
S  \ 11 goes. But what about the hoh .Ny ̂ m n s take tb»------ ’ ~
w

va;Ma'is tak , ,, L wnat nbout tli
er or ]10i the communion ? Is 

0|y earth ?
that any better that

i p h  referei -----

ie« ^ 0n EiurUto, Can°n Knox Little’s letter in the Times
sav: uKiand t o  - - m . . -  < •< ’ *•— — -Ih. ^Cr

IgJa.qf1 . ----v -v m im iv  n. u v i in n.w -
, .M(.r - that “ ,1 " ar 'vith the Transvaal, the Morning 
rf? to n, mriis i,n 1 c Persistence with which the clerica 
Cô hiaKi a cl ° l?ut !n his word whenever the countrj 

S  ' e  I? ’.? ^  bcUvccn Justice and violence Is reallj 
t°i>on;i|'y ? 13 rcmarkable% thou gallant little Radica

ler* I)onf! ÎOn ant* mii*tarism have always gon( 
ni?CC0rdini, i ?̂,u hnpw it ? Or don’t you like to saj 

arrel anil I0 Bible it was religion that prompter 
lnu the first murder in the world.

it

G,A

, ¿ P la y ed , on Sunday at Acton Athlcti 
Club eleven and a Lyceun 
another match is announce!

f°f eietWeen"tiipVm P,ay d̂ 01 
¿ V«n. ^  . Iuygoers’ C

Ptace u )  (J u|y -d) another match is announce 
W N 0>et,VVilSoCn,sbci 'Veen tlie Playgoers’ Club eleven a. 
st°n3c *s ti, c Lord1 °Tv cn‘ t his is a most deplorable des
mJ Pm,» ‘'e k„.. r_s Uav. n **/v | K,\ TI ilrtl nn!ha't̂ Vng t'l^^ev. H e!?'1.-’-. What arc the Bishops doing 
h ^  ar’e Brince b \fricc Hughes ? What is the use c 
J6 sw 6r»U f̂ aI.lo^ed , a es s Sunday hot roll if crickc 
V u 'ePt i, ° this awfh, 1°rc? Something must be done t 

of the ,ia .great <; ¡itiUc ° f  things, or England will sooi 
^lie lv,ne dispiu.asiWave 0r v!s'*ed with some otlic

W " l. .  "
lce jo : “ u d'apl, , , ,  v ------------

taghes,r’ t'”-1 ' udrcsscs.” Amnnirst them arc th

• ¿ S i ,  '

■ rUt\ !°  b ec^ U„re/  The average man is

,r»Us an • ~T~
graph a .".1,a.g"iary “ Sell’s Directory of Ur 
¡Parker losses.”  Amongst them are th 
Truth, t , J .,1 n,,h London,” and “ Rev. Hugruth, London. 

0xPect the shortly do nc 
itili to

Uri ••vtin “ rut« " " in  n m i l l e n n i u m

S ^ » ï v' «  l,«w m S h T t S s r i i 'a n T m
neer; scr'V i .Civilisation is as yet litt 

“ tch it, and you soon come to tl

' M l . ,  " , U 1„  " ' H I  ....................i i i i v l l l l i u i i i  . ' i , ' ' " 1;  “

kinag of . t° been',, lrc' The average man is still h 
e -g. ;tn(j aa eye 19, a saint and a philosopher in tl 
e sun ]0U Will _;u9h the average man eating

Man soon shows the savage, too, in his amusements ; and 
how easy it is to awaken the old thirst for blood ! For this 
reason we are in favor of a more rigorous suppression of all 
inhuman sports. We should like to see every Government 
stopping such things as the recent fight between a lion and 
a bull at Roubaix. It was splendidly arranged and adver
tised, and an immense crowd of well-dressed people patronised 
it, the seats ranging from five shillings to five pounds each. 
Every one of the spectators brought his own old inherited 
savage to have a treat, and witness a big fight, with the 
tearing of flesh, the spurting of blood, and a final death. 
Such “ sports ” demoralise a people, turn their faces back
wards towards the beast they should be hastening from, and 
prepare a rich harvest of brutality in all the fields of life. 
Rather than allow such spectacles, it would be better to put 
them down with a high hand, even if that necessitated shoot
ing some of the too eager “ sportsmen.”

Why will the Socialists go on coquetting with Christianity? 
They don’t do so on the continent, but they do so very badly 
in England, where the average man, even as a Socialist, is 
too muddle-headed and inaccessible to ideas. Down at West 
Ham, for instance, Councillor Terrett treated an outdoor 
audience to a summary of Mr. Keir Hardie’s spirited attack 
on Lord Overtoun, the benevolent patron of Christianity in 
Glasgow, who subventions churches and preachers out of the 
profits of “ sweating.” At the close of his address, however, 
Councillor Terrett “ wished to point out that, while attacking 
the man, he was not attacking the religion he professed.” 
Afterwards, in reply to a question, he said that “ Socialists 
did not attack Christianity, because if the principles of 
Christianity were applied to the present system there would 
be no need for Socialists to denounce it.” All this, of course, 
is very shallow to anyone who is in the least degree a thinker. 
A French or German Socialist would laugh at it. What are 
the principles of Christianity? They only exist as set forth 
by the Christian Churches. It is ridiculous to pick out isolated 
texts from the New Testament, and hold them up as the 
principles of Christianity. Every student of the Bible knows 
that there are quite opposite texts in its pages. We beg_ to 
ask Councillor Terrett whether he is prepared, as a Socialist, 
as a citizen, or as a man of common sense, to stand by (say) 
the Sermon on the Mount. Is he prepared to advocate taking 
no thought for the morrow, is he ready to preach and practise 
universal almsgiving, is lie willing that all men should give 
over laboring for the meat that perisheth, is he going to 
preach the destruction of capital by laying up no more 
treasure on earth? It seems to us that Councillor Terrett,_ 
who calls Lord Overtoun a canting Christian, is himself 
rather liable to the same designation. And there is less 
excuse for him, because his canting is so gratuitous. Lord 
Overtoun’s canting is at least a business policy. He makes 
a pile of money out of it. We don’t say it is honest; we only 
say it isn’t downright silly. __

Mr. Bart Kennedy, who Is writing “ A Man Adrift” in the 
'«», refers sympathetically to the hospitality of the Indians. 
Ie describes a potlach—a great feast—among the Siwaslies. 
"hese “ heathen ” would save up, not to enrich themselves, 
ut to give a splendid entertainment to their friends, and 
veil to strangers. To give one of these entertainments was 
!ie great ambition of the Indian’s life. The missionaries are 
eferred to as the great drawback to the life there : “ They 
•ere a lot of loafing hypocrites, who corrupted the Indians, 
nd who tried to spring a religion upon them that was not as 
ood as their own.” -----
A great many among those who have never lived in Utah, 

nd those who never lived anywhere except In Utah, suppose 
lere is a very wide difference in the views and practices of 
le Mormon church and those of other churches. Having 
ved both in the East and here, we are better prepared to 
idge this matter than either of the above-named classes, and 
•e say without hesitation that they are all chips of the same 
lock.” They disagree and quarrel with each other, but it is 
>r the same thing, and when it comes to an attack upon 
nything that savors of free thought, free speech, or free 
ction they are all a unit. On one thing particularly they 
0 agree, and that is on their so-called Sabbath-breaking, 
hey each realise that they cannot prosper unless they can 
et the people to attend church. They also agree that people 
ill not attend church so long as there is a more attractive 
lace to go to. They also each fully realise that the Sunday 
isort is more attractive than their church services. So they 
re united in their efforts to shut up all places of rest and 
•creation on the Sabbath day, to the end that the people 
lay be compelled to either stay at home or go to church, 
s we write, the Presbyterians, in general assembly, are 
rotesting against Sabbath desecration, while the Deseret 
’ —  and the Mayor of Salt Lake City are clamoringiT O.I1L 1« livv .

There was a time when men were 
Vurcli or pay a heavy fine. A frec-linst the same thin

ipellcd to go to cliurcn 01 ...........  ̂ -----
iking people made that so unpopular that it had to be 
fished, but don’t think for one moment that the same con- 
011 would not obtain again could the churches have their 

Remember, too, that when we say churches we mean 
churches, for they are all alike in this respect.— Living 
tes, Salt Lake City, Utah.
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To the Friends of Freethought.

W it h  the death of the late Charles Bradlaugh it may be 
said that the “ heroic period” of English Freethought 
came to an end. Unless an unforeseen religious re
action should occur, it is hardly probable that the Free- 
thought party will again be the object of such an out
burst of persecution as that which occasioned Mr. 
Bradlaugh’s great parliamentary struggle and my own 
imprisonment for “ blasphemy.” From the time w-hen 
I became President of the National Secular Society, 
after Mr. Bradlaugh’s resignation early in 1890, I have 
always seen and felt that the triumphs of Freethought 
in the immediate future were to be won in the field of 
organisation. It was the recognition of this truth which 
prompted me to devise and incorporate the Secular 
Society, Limited, which nullifies the worst effects of the 
old Blasphemy Laws, and affords full legal security for 
the receipt and expenditure of donations or bequests for 
Secular purposes. Having accomplished that task, I 
turn to a matter of no less importance. W hat I now 
seek to do is to organise our literary propaganda on a 
proper and sufficient basis. Hitherto it has been carried 
on at haphazard. There has been plenty of enterprise, 
but no resources, and the union of the two is requisite 
to efficiency.

I propose to start with the Freethinker and the pub
lishing business connected with it. Both have been 
carried on by me for many years without the capital to 
develop them. This has entailed great and undue labor 
upon me ; and since the loss of my invaluable colleague, 
the late J. M. Wheeler, I have found that my increased 
editorial work, in addition to lecturing in London and 
the provinces, seeing after the publication of books and 
pamphlets, and superintending the general affairs of our 
party, is really too much for me. Moreover, it prevents 
me from giving adequate attention to important matters 
which belong to the President’s province. Thus the 
vital interests of our movement suffer ; and I believe 
the friends of Freethought will sec the advisability of a 
speedy alteration of this unsatisfactory state of 
things.

The Freethinker more than pays its way, without 
advertising or any sort of commercial management ; 
and with these advantages it should become a valuable 
property. I have also a considerable stock of Free- 
thought books and pamphlets. They are all saleable, 
some quickly, others slowly. This side of the business, 
with capital behind it, would be really profitable— com
mercially, by yielding an excellent return on outlay, and 
morally, by multiplying and improving the supply of 
Freethought literature to the public. O f course, it is 
the Freethinker which carries everything else along, 
and the first object should be to extend its circulation. 
This can only be done by means of capital. I therefore 
propose to form a Limited Liability Company to take 
over the Freethinker and my publishing stock at a 
valuation ; one half payable in cash, and the other half 
in shares bearing no dividend until the other share
holders receive at least five per cent., after which mine 
would rank on a par with other shares. I would also 
enter into a contract with the Company to conduct the 
Freethinker and supervise the publishing business ; and 
should be quite content to let a considerable part of my 
remuneration depend upon the Company’s success.

A capital of ^5,000 would enable the Directors to 
settle with me and provide ample working capital for 
the present. The shares should be £ 1  each, payable 
at intervals during a year, as might be found necessary. 
Further capital could be raised as the Companydevelopcd 
a profitable business.

i have already rqentioqed this matter to some friends,

and have received several promises of support, on con
dition that the whole 5,000 shares, or a reasonable 
number, are subscribed for, and that not more than 
ios. per share be called up in 1899. I now lay ^  
matter before the whole Freethought party, as far as h 
is represented by the general body of my readers. H lS 
my desire to have this Company formed soon, it it is 
be formed at all ; and I therefore invite Freethinkers a 
over the kingdom, or even in other lands where they ma) 
be scattered, to let me know at their earliest convenient 
what number of ¡Qi shares they are prepared to take 011 
the foregoing conditions.

Those who can take'only a few shares, or even °ne’ 
should not hesitate to do so. The larger the number 
enlisted in this enterprise the better. It will give then 
a tangible interest in our movement, and, to the exh- 
of their investment, a certain influence in the conduct 
its operations.

Perhaps I may be pardoned for thinking that I ha
some right to expect a handsome response. I ha''e

suffered imprisonment for Freethought, I have fouj> 
in the front of its battles, I have been elected year a 
year as President of its national organisation. What 
am proposing will render my own service more frul ^ 
to the cause. But it will do more than this. . 
place our literary propaganda upon a proper footuV
it will enable us to face well-organised Superstition^ 
something like terms of equality ; and it will l“ 1 ^  
leading Freethought journal in England, and all 
is connected with it, above the accidents of my 0  ̂
personality, so that whether I stand or fall, or lIV'e 
die, the Flag will be kept flying.

G. W . F oot®-

28 Stonecutter-street, London, E .C ., July 12, i &99'

P .S .— The following are the promises of sjipr^ 
already received, the figure after each name inthca 
the number of £ 1  shares :—

Previously acknowledged :—
Mr. George Anderson, 500; A London Friend, 5°P'-cIiJi 

HoraccS. Seal, 200 ; Mr. Fr. Esseman, 100 ; A Scotch 
50; Mr. S. Hartmann, 30; Messrs. John and James McGia ^r, 
20; Mr. Richard Johr»6on, 20; Mr, C. Girtanncr, 2? ’ (o! 
T. E. Green, 10 ; Mr. George Dixon, 10; Mr. C. Dayis j, 
A Gateshead Friend, 10; Dr. T. R. Allinson, 10; M*. . j\ln 
Warren, 5 ; Mr. Joseph Barry, 5 ; Mr. Jas. Partridge* .5 ’ •; 
A. L. Brame, 5 ; Mr. S. M. Peacock, 5 ; Mr. W. H. Sp,v Lyl* 
Mr. M. Christopher, 3 ; Shares to Mr. G. W. Foote t 
1,000. Total, 2,500.

This week's acknowledgments :—
Mr. Sydney A. Gimson, 25; Mr. W. Hardakcr, J° ’ \0'< 

Joseph Guy, 15; Mr. B. L. Coleman, 10; Mr. L. Gje111 j,’. A 
Mr. William Bailey, 10; Mr. Peter Garvie,
Strange, 10; Mr. G. Langridge, to; Mr. Ricliaid G 0 
Mr. A B„ S; Mr. G. E. Lupton, 5; Mr. J. D. L e g is t-  
Mr. J. H., 5; Mr. T. Ollerenshaw, 3; Dragon, 2w f. 
M. Vance, 2; Mr. L. Leggett, 2; Air. R. Alger, 2! 0
Freeman, 2; Mr. T. A. Spivey, 2; Mr. C. Shepherd* ’ fi n 
Harold Elliot, 1; Mr. A. G. Lye, 2; Mr. John Su” ji'1 
Mr. John Roberts, 3; Mr. J. Maling, 5; Mrs. Ma 'cS, ‘S’
Button, 5; Mr. David Mitchell, 5; Mr. Jesse Oliver B ^ P
Mr. James Fulton, 10; Mr. H. A. Cumber, 5 > 1 Q. I '1 
Brammer, 5; Mrs. Nattie Dye, 5 ; Mr. G. II., 1 ; Mr. 1- 
1. Total for this week, 220.

Special Postscript. cS i'l
A great many Freethinkers who can afford to take s 
this Company have not yet responded to my appca ' qiik'G 
beg them, if they intend to do so, to communicate a t* 
as possible ? I am anxious to lose no time, but to 0pc (
Company forthwith, so that operations may begin at 0eU t
ing of the winter season in October. And there re- . re|'  ̂
to be no difficulty in doing this. Freethinkers sJl0lg re]\g'°0i 
on the great efforts that are being made by the varl° niotk’jVji 
bodies at present, and bestir themselves in the PJj’ t vd1' 
their own cause. What is wanted is resources, wit 
effort js comparatively fruitless. „ yr
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

Sundt
3-30.

ay> July 23, V icto ria  P ark , Freethought Dem onstration,

To Correspondents.

• Charles Watts's Lecturing Engagements.— A ll com- 
UI1'oations for Mr. C harles W atts should be sent to him at 

4 Carm inia-road, B alham , S .W . I f  a  reply is required, a 
q  niped and addressed envelope must be enclosed.

b r i d g e , w ho will tak e  ten shares in the projected Com- 
in 't l ! says :  ̂ sincerely hope better fortune will attend you,
the P  a PPe a *> than has hitherto been the case, when through 
ea ^ reeJ ^ n êr's columns you  have done you r best to g e t  the 
j T 'S o m g  ones to assist in the useful ap p eals you have made. 

Dr yotl every  su cce ss .”
sut-°N‘ T h an k s. T h e  project will soon be carried  through 
sec CeSSfuUy d nil ^o w h at (hey can. W e  should much like to 
the .I'.Ur̂ 1Crou's upplications for a  share or tw o from the m ass o f

Rici
• party.

n *ARD Green.— T h an k s for you r prom ise o f  support in the 
tw  enterprise. i------................................. . .u_ — i:j

A.

uicef G lad to know  that you w ere  a t the "sp len did
Den H yd e P ark , and to have you r opinion th at these
have°“ t tr^t'° ns are  quite the thing to d o .” Y o u  would not 

us b y  a cco stin g  us thSre. Q uite the con-tra'ry."bothcred

ion ^ 0I1N informs us that, a fter the F reethought D em onstra-lion
Evid" as over in R e g e n t’s P ark , the crow d hooted the Christian 
SUarTCe l’ ani4 ° l f  the ground in consequence o f  their black- 
kr'.,n lsm’ and three cheers w ere  g iven  for the late  C harles 

B .-W  aU8:h and Secularism .
in ar? obliged for you r reference to the fam ous Paine motto 
We„i. "-lghts o f  M an, but it w as g iven  in the Freethinker  some 

T, a&o.
anU ErENs h a w .— P leased to have an application for shares, 
like !. a  c<prdial letter, from a  veteran  friend o f  Freethought 
°uSht ? ul ŝeH' Y o u  sa y  that “ the w ealth ier F reethinkers 
PerCe ,° “ West, a s  there should be every  prospect o f  a  go od  

D jq 0,1 their investm ent.”
other f -e *’ave  not the slightest douht that M r. E d w ards and 
the sunends o f  the W est London Branch did all they could for 
fflaq toCRSS U'e H yde P a rk  D em onstration, w hich, w e  are 
't,ayi uear, is likely  to do the B ranch much go od . By' the 
after j.° “ r 'o tter is dated July 12— W ed nesday, and reached us 

L S. S\n 'Vee*t s Freethinker  w as printed.
Paper. p RS— Y o u r letter is m ore suited to a  C hristian Socialist 
'»axiin .?'pCl'D 'inkers, as a  rule, have little sym pathy with the 

5 sloth • . S 'sf not e v il.” It seem s to m ost o f  them a  counsel

t/i.

ancl cow ard ice.
‘ nk, 'Your card arrived too late for last week’s Frce-

'Vrite Q’ , loug h  the d e lay  m ay not have been you r fault. K indly 
's$teacj 11 your L ectu re  N o tices on a  sep arate  slip o f  paper, 

P0rp ‘" ‘Xing it up in a  letter. W e are  pleased to hear that 
much J  ranch is m akin g som e h eadw ay. ” Mimnermus ” is 

' lI iy T • 0,lng'er man than Mr. F oote.
« ^ h n Z - S o r r y  w e  are  unable to g iv e  you  the address o f  any 
A. PerSon m Dublin.

.̂ Ioss(

Stat!s an t  ?,ve.ninsr-Olii!'onday ^ leased to hear o f  you r la rg e  meeting' at Kilburn 
evening. S orry  to learn that the Christians are 

tJJ1 Iheir pow er to deprive the Freethin kers o f  that 
. *  S ch aller is, a s  you  say , a  brave and com petent 

V  Chris’t,Und may  he trusted to do w h at can  be done to defeat 
1. “ s perfp 'f,1’ ta ctics. Y o u r ow n reply to the police-sergean t 

u, B cuy  just.
o r ' "fill 00111— If you read M r. F oo te 's D arw in on God (6d.), 

‘ hat you are  in error a s  to that g re a t m an’s 
P lu ral ] ey  not sa y  is im possible to account

l i f h?nom ena excep t through the a g e n c y  o f  G od ”— or 
¿q ‘ matt It* Som eone has been m isleading you. Y o u  say 
mnVV y °u k-Cr cam e Into existen ce  som ehow .” K in dly tell us 
iitv e than o ° w  that- W ith re g a rd  to Spiritualism , yve have 
Hr„estigat ‘‘ ce offered to form a  com m ittee o f  F reethinkers to

!\ <TePted ‘ne " -  . .
 ̂ probably never will be.

?iCnsib ê letter. A ll’s w ell th at ends w ell. W e  are

a lleg ed  phenom ena ; but our offer has not been

 ̂near tv. »cticr. n u  s wen ciiat cuu.-> ^
^,lngs fGr ti ilt you w ill continue to conduct the Peckham  R ye 

that tht'- ^'arnber\vell Branch “ until the Peckham  peoplei> o ve 
’ **t\t ley  are in a  position to keep  a  Branch g o in g .”
°rdn th i n v  SSor S t- G e o rg e  M ivart did not retract the view s 
T|1; ,red to a 'ls a rticles on " H appiness in H e ll.” H e w as not 
hut „ ° rder ],° so ‘ H e w as sim ply ordered to stop w riting. 
H atn Ihe „  e °h eyed , not on the ground that he w as w rong, 
R kiy d‘e Utan° ' lnd *' lat his artic les w ere inopportune. 1 le  w as 

y ^ ¿ u  an> and'n tbe street ca lls  ’’ too previous.” B esides, he is 
\  (j ssi„g  u the C atholic  Church never did like to see laym en

^ ; S v  "
“Sion. 
-M'f he Vn is v^rv , ’ .G eorge  W ise has a  rom antic m em ory, unless 

W ,ec‘fied • , c fcctive. It would be novel information to us 
Dji „ to say len an d w h ere he met Mr. F oote in d eb a te—  

or t̂ v‘ set d ebate, in the proper sense o f  the w ord, 
“hity S the e j Ccas‘ons he has opposed Mr. I'oote for ten 

V y  tQ a ,1° f 1a  lecture, ta k in g  a d va n ta ge  o f  the oppor-
vvere presentr¡“ty T" ByP4n,.A!<h R ,lt0 a11 " ’ho

* i d o ’ Wll°  w ‘ !l tak e  fice shares in the new  Com
Fj th ' tlle bet; r °,w‘th full confidence in you as its promoter 

c“"cul of tba  ̂a Company will be b 
Ouo'it literatur° ”̂tbe Fn',’thinl:er a"d the publication of

: better able to deal

H . A . C umber w rites : “ Y o u r schem e for con verting the Free
thinker, e tc ., into a  Lim ited L iability  C om pan y should meet 
w ith instant, success, even w ith a  prospect o f  only a  sm all 
dividend, or sm all prospect o f  dividends a t all. I will tak e  five 
sh ares on a n y  conditions you  like. A nd if  a  m iracle is not 
required, you  will m ake it pay. Upon my w ord, a  man like you, 
w ho has sacrificed ease  and pleasure to point out the severe  and 
unpopular side o f  truth, ought to be supported. H ad you  gone 
into the com m ercial w orld, or a  profession, you would be a  rich 
man. Y o u  ought to g e t  4,000 F reethinkers to take up the 
4,000 shares in no tim e. It is time som ething w as done to 
rid you o f  w o rry in g  deta ils .” T his correspondent sa y s  he 
has been living a t Southend for six  w eek s without bein g able 
to g e t  a  Freethinker  for love or m oney. A t last, how ever, he 
discovered the “ redoubtable S y k e s ,” o f  w hose shop he g iv e s  a 
humorous description.

J. S umner.— G lad to have you r best w ishes for the n ew  schem e. 
T h ere  a re  hundreds w ho could easily  ta k e  one share, as w ell as 
scores w ho could easily  tak e  more. I f  all did their share, la rge  
or sm all, the m ovem ent would m ake far more rapid progress.

J. O . B ates (G loucester) w rites : ’’ I am v ery  pleased to see your 
sensible and I m ight sa y  n ecessary  proposal to form a  Lim ited 
Liability C om pany for the Freethinker, etc . I have spent nearly 
all m y little pile in startin g  this V e ge ta ria n  business, but I will 
v ery  g la d ly  ta k e  ten shares with you, and I have no doubt that 
the w hole will be speedily applied for, and m ore a lso .”

R. L aw son .— T hanks. See paragraph.
N a ttie  D y e , who will tak e  five shares in the projected Com pany, 

and actu ally  sends £ 2  10s. in anticipation, w rites : “ I trust the 
m ovem ent will m eet with the su ccess it m ost certain ly deserves. 
Y o u  ought to be supported in every  possible w ay. W hat should 
w e  do without you  ?”

S. A . S .— T h a n k s for the cutting. S ee  “ A cid  D ro p s.”
Papers R eceived .— D er A rm e T eu fel— Freiden ker— T orch  of 

R easo n — Brann’s Iconoclast— T w o  W orld s— Boston Investi
g a to r— Blue G rass B lad e— Y arm outh T im es— E thical W orld—  
F reethought M agazin e— Isle o f  M an T im es— Northern W h ig—  
T ru th seek er (N ew  Y o rk )— South London P ress— D e V rije 
G ed ach te— E sse x  D aily  N ew s— W est H am  C itizen — Sydn ey 
Bulletin— People ’s N ew sp ap er— P ro g re ss ive  T hin ker— Sun—  
Y arm outh  M ercury.

L etters for the Editor o f  the Freethinker  should be ad d ressed  to 
28 Stonecutter-street, London, E .C .

L ecture N otices must reach  28 Stonecutter-street b y  first post 
T u esd ay, or th ey w ill not be inserted.

T he N ational S ecular S o c iety ’s office is a t N o. 377 Strand, 
London, w here all letters should be addressed to M iss V an ce.

It  bein g con trary to Post-O ffice regulations to announce on the 
w rapper when the subscription expires, subscribers will receive 
the num ber in a  colored w rap p er when their subscription is 
due.

T he Freethinker  w ill be forw arded d irect from the publishing 
office, post free, a t  the follow ing rates, p re p a id :— O ne year, 
1 os. 6d.; h a lf year, 5s. 3d.; three months, 2s. 8d.

F riends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by 
marking the passages to which they wish us to call attention.

O rders for literature should be sent to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stone
cutter-street, E .C .

S cale of  A dvertisem ents :— T h irty  w ords, is . 6 d . ; e ve ry  suc
ceed in g  ten w ords, 6d. D isplayed Advertisem ents :— O ne inch, 
4s. 6d.; h a lf column, £ 1  2s. 6d.; column, £ 2  5s. S p ecial terms 
for repetitions.

Sugar Plums.

T he third of the Freethought Demonstrations was held on 
Sunday afternoon in Regent’s Park. Mr. Wilson’s brake, 
which formed the platform, was decorated (so to speak) 
by several members of the fair sex, including Mrs. Foote and 
her three young daughters. Mr. H. Snell acted as chairman, 
and made a capital introductory speech, which was evidently 
much appreciated. Mr. A . B. Moss followed with an admir
able address, and then came Mr. Cohen—rather pale after his 
recent illness. He delivered a rattling speech, though, and 
was warmly applauded. By this time the crovvd had grown 
to great dimensions, and it went on increasing while Mr. 
Foote was on his legs, much to the detriment ctf other meet
ings in the vicinity. There was an enthusiastic applause 
when Mr. Foote concluded, and the N.S.S. party drove off 
amidst cheers and the waving of hats.

The Christian Evidence people who follow the N.S.S. brake 
about were unable at first to get their conveyance into the 
Park, and had to speak from their ordinary platform. But 
they got their conveyance in at last by flatly lying to the 
superintendent. The lie was worthy of them, and specially 
worthy of the particular blackguard who told it. The speakers 
on their platform are incapable of anything but scurrilous 
personalities, and they are finding that such diet palls on the 
least fastidious public. On Sunday afternoon they started 
with a good-sized meeting, which dwindled away as the 
Secular meeting kept growing, until at last it was a mere 
handful. ___

The fourth of these Freethought Demonstrations will be 
held this afternoon (July 23) in Victoria Park, The list of
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speakers includes Mr. Foote, Mr. Cohen, and Mr. Snell, and 
there is sure to be a vast audience. But the bigger it is the 
better, and to that end we hope the local Freethinkers will 
give the utmost possible publicity to the gathering.

Mr. Charles Watts has reprinted the Bible Biographies he 
recently contributed to our columns, under the title of Men 
After God's Own Heart. The price is twopence, and the 
publishers are Watts & Co. We hope this good propa
gandist pamphlet will be well circulated.

The South Shields Branch goes on picnic to-day to Holy- 
well Dene. The party starts from the Ferry at 12.43, and 
from North Shields (opposite) at 1. Tickets can be had from 
R. Chapman, 30 Madras-street.

The Liverpool Branch’s picnic to Chester on Sunday was 
most enjoyable. A few Failsworth friends were at Chester, 
and sat down to tea with their Liverpool comrades.

r The East London Branch has an Excursion to Stanford 
Rivers on Bank Holiday Sunday, August 6. The trip will 
be by four-horse brakes. Tickets are 3s. 6d. each, and there 
will be a hot dinner at is. and a tea at 9d., both optional. 
They can be obtained from Mr. Haines, 212 Mile End-road, 
or at the open-air lectures. ___

The Yarmouth Mercury gives a long and fair report of what 
must have been a most excellent lecture by Mr. Smith in the 
local Freethinkers’ Hall. Full of facts and cogent arguments, 
it must do good to those who read it—and a great many must 
read it who never look at a Freethought paper

The Sunday opening of the Crystal Palace is a step in the 
right direction. Sunday music, Sunday concerts, and Sunday 
recreation generally, all lead towards the ultimate secularisa
tion of “ the Lord’s Day”— that is to say, the parson’s day. It is 
good to note these signs of progress after the late (successful) 
agitation against two Sunday newspapers.

Mr. Joseph Symes’s Liberator does not reach us regularly 
from Melbourne. However, it is always welcome when it 
arrives. The last number to hand reproduces two of Mr. 
Foote’s articles from the Freethinker. Mr. Symes’s own pen 
is as active and as bright as ever, but lie does not seem to 
have much literary help from others. Of course we shall be 
delighted to see him when lie visits England as promised.

Camberwell Vestry has redeemed the tithe rent charges on 
the land on which the Vestry Hall, the Art Gallery, and the 
Central Library stand, for the sum of .£,'42. Mr. A. B. Moss, 
who is a member of the Vestry, opposed giving £"42 to the 
rector of Camberwell, and his speech is fairly reported in the 
South L.ondon Press.

London Freethinkers should make a note of Sunday, 
August 27. On that day their annual excursion takes place 
under the auspices of the N.S.S. Executive. A special train 
will run from London Bridge and Victoria to Littlchampton, 
returning late in the evening, after allowing a full day at the 
seaside. And the tickets arc only 3s. each for adults and 
is. 6d. for children. Given fine weather, and it is sure to be 
a most enjoyable trip. Mr. Foote, Mr. Watts, Mr. Cohen, 
and other-well-known Secularists, intend to join the excursion. 
It is to be a sort of big family party.

“ Is that God’s ribbon in the sky 
To tie the worlds together ?”
A sweet child asked 
On seeing nature’s rainbow belt 
Worn after rainy weather,
“ Or is it some of heaven’s light 
A-pecking through the floor 
Or at the open door ;
I wish I knew,
Don’t you ?”

She paused a moment,
Wondered, thought;
Then, with a long-drawn sigh,
Was heard the old, old cry :
“ I wish God told us more,
Don’t you ?”

—Iloston Transcript.

According to Mr. Augustus J. C. Hare, who has been in
terviewed by Mr. Blatlnvayt for Great Thoughts, Mr. Glad
stone was a great disbeliever in Cardinal Manning. He said 
he knew for a fact that Pope Pius IX. was against declaring 
the doctrine of personal infallibility, but Manning fell at his 
feet and implored him to do it, and sorely against his will lie 
consented. This is a very curious story. It suggests the | 
thought that Manning had an idea of being Pope himself 
some_ day, and wanted to have that personal infallibility 
doctrine ready-made for his own use.

The Alleged Conquest of Canaan.

D u r in g  the long Egyptian domination of Syria and 
Palestine, extending over a period of not less than 
four hundred years (b . c . 1630-1200), the Israelites, as 
has been shown, had not conquered and taken posses
sion of Canaan, though, according to the Bible chrono
logy, they entered that country and exterminated the 
original inhabitants in b . c . 1603 and in b .c . 1457; 
Hence, assuming that the Hebrews were a great an« 
warlike nation, as represented in the book of Joshua» 
and that they did at some time achieve the conqueS 
of Palestine, as therein described, they could not hav 
appeared in the land until after 1200 b . c . Such a l«1
occupation of the country would, however, flatly^c*I-t 

would curtail every reign, judgeship, or other period ^
tradict the events recorded in Bible “ history” ;

time mentioned in the Old Testament, and would pr°' 
all the inspired statements respecting such periods to 
grossly exaggerated, if not altogether fictitious.

But the difficulties connected with the Egyptian sû e. 
ainty of Palestine would not even then be reconcu? . 
If the Israelites Entered Canaan after the EgyPj1’1̂  
monarchs found themselves unable to maintain o’ 
dominion over that country (say, in 1100 B.c.), sUCl:1. 
late arrival would, no doubt, explain both the $ . 
mention of the Hebrew tribes by the Egyptian l'1 
and the silence of the books of Joshua and JudgeS. 
specting the Egyptian domination. But— and this 1 . ( 
most important point— we should expect to hear 
Egyptian rule in Palestine in the days of'Abr«’1*^ 
Isaac, and Jacob, who are stated to have resided u’ 
land for 215 years prior to the sojourning in 
Supposing the history of these patriarchs to be trvie, 
or other, if not all three, would be in Canaan 
several of the long and sanguinary wars which P®r A, 
cally devastated that country, and they must have su* ^¡cli 
like the other inhabitants, from the lawlessness ' ^  
invariably attended such conflicts. There is, ho" 
not a single word in the Hebrew records concern’11» fC. 
of these invasions. On the contrary, the land is 
sented as perfectly peaceful, and very thinly P‘\Liii’l
during the whole of this period. Abraham, ls.!lilC’____ ^ __ _____ _______ ¡y ~____ ______ _,
Jacob lived in complete security, and led about 
flocks and herds from one part of the country to « 
without the smallest interference from anyO’1«' 
one, apparently, owned the extensive pasture lanj fe"' 
these patriarchs freely appropriated ; in fact, ‘ 
scattered inhabitants were rather afraid of tl,c 
otherwise.
by the Egyptian monuments to be in complete . 
with what is known to have been its actual con<Uf a’1

. pro' ,
This description of the country tS

but notW e do hear, it is true, of one invasion ; - .
Egyptian monarch— and this fact, considered ^o1 
score of others of a similar character, stamp’’ t 
history in Genesis as fictitious. W e are

r1.V«iin. j009that the kings of Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, 
and Zoar had for twelve years served Chedorlaoin^pvj 
of Islam, and, upon their revolting from his « , 
that Chedorlaomer came to Canaan, and elc‘eil 
in a battle near the Dead Sea, after which I’« |:’1*,
with much spoil and many prisoners, amo”» ’ t 
being Abraham’s nephew, Lot. Now, apart . g I1’ ,
fact that we have overwhelming evidence p1 '-.̂ ypt, 

........ -1.... ..........I . .,: ............ ......... to £'»•'wm?*1Canaan in these early times was subject to 
find upon looking at the map that Babylonia ^ ge[t,..........t..... ............ e>........ .. .....I..................y. r t]e=
ated from Palestine by five hundred miles m .
that Elam, the kingdom.said to belong to Ch« ^

r l< V
It

the , 
d >

was on the further side of Babylonia 
simply ridiculous, then, to suppose that 
country so distant as Elam could have, an° L|)C( «y. 
suzerainty over cities in the south of 1 a c . J1’ 
were by comparison next door to Egypt- u<rh L,!* 
further, that the kings of Elam had quite cn 
to protect themselves from their powerl” .  ̂
the Assyrians and Babylonians, whose territo’  ̂
completely blocked the way to Canaan. , 0( tf’ ĵil' 

But, notwithstanding the a” -— ‘-onci111-1’ the  ̂
by the Israelites under Josh
itself that it was never conquered at ’U1"  ‘£1’^
way represented. According to the most ieCa|,L.i^

ti’Crm- i'1 J  
that V  , 

jciu  ■<'1 '

records, “ thechildrenof Israel dwelt among, , ft
.......and they took their daughters to be
gave their own daughters to their sons, a
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gods (Judges iii. 5-6). The account of the conquest of 

anaan in the book of Joshua is a much later composi- 
t01', and is, on the face of it, fictitious. This is con- 

j ^ d  by the following statements in the first chapter of

• }' I9‘ —The men of Judah “ could not drive out the 
inhabitants of the valley” in the district allotted to them 

because they had chariots of iron.”
. ’• 21 ■—“ And the children of Benjamin did not drive out 
he Jebusites that inhabited Jerusalem ; but the Jebusites 

uivelt with the children of Benjamin in Jerusalem, unto 
this day.”
. ’• 27 -—“ And Manasseh did not "drive out the inhabi- 
ants of Beth-shean and her towns, nor of Taanach and 
,.er towns, nor the inhabitants of Dor and her towns, nor 

le inhabitants of Ibleam and her towns, nor the inhabi- 
ants of Megiddo and her towns ; but the Canaanitcs 
Would dwell in that land.”

29-— “ And Ephraim drave not out the Canaanites 
■ at dwelt in Gezer; but the Canaanites dwelt in Gezer 
among them.”

'• 3°.— '“Zcbulun drave not out the inhabitants of Kitron, 
r the inhabitants of Nahalol; but the Canaanites dwelt 

among them.”
a ,1'. 31-32.-—“ Asher drave not out the inhabitants of 
of a  !10r l̂e inhabitants of Zidon, nor of Ahlab, nor 
but i Z ib’ nor hfelbah, nor of Aphek, nor of Rehob ; 
h i • e Asherites dwelt among the Canaanites, the in

ants of the land.”
33-—“ Naphtali drave not out the inhabitants of 

lie f.1S lemesh, nor the inhabitants of Beth-anoth ; but 
]anjWelt among the Canaanites, the inhabitants of the

Da 34-35-— “ And the Amorites forced the children of 
tile1 "a ° ^lc bill country; for they would not suffer 
Wonn t0 come down to the valley; but the Amorites 
Sha^.dwell in Mount Heres, in Aijalon, and in

after thUa xv*** 16 the men of Ephraim and Manasseh, 
the la '? abeged conquest of Canaan and the division of 

> are represented as saying :—

CanannU hill country is not enough for us ; and all the 
that dwell in the land of the valley have 

her / ’ts °t iron, both they that are in Beth-shean and 
It Vvj|j w„S) and they who are in the valley of Jezrcel.”

tr'bes Ĵ1Us be seen that at least eight of the Hebrew 
SuPPo.sê rC bying among the Canaanites whom they are 
^nti0nC ,to have exterminated. Also, among the cities 
^hach ‘inhabited by those people are Jerusalem,
!'a,hed , r> Megiddo, Gezer, and Aphek, which are 
jJ’Sated ? * le bst in Joshua xii. as having been sub- 
N e e n T b  the Israelites some time before. Reading 
'Writes 1 1 *‘nes> we that the Canaanites and

C°u>itry • le, possession of the greater part of the 
e ^ h t  t'nĈ*uding the plains and valleys and the most

dis„!Tns’ an<̂  that they were too strong to be
so many of the 

of course, for
°ri:
S '

v dis ’ ana that they were too 
&'hal P°sse_ssed. The presence of s< 
116 exni'1 lllhitants in Canaan called,

’¡>st0f.:exPla'■ b7l°*’icai r nat'on, and this the editors who revised the
I S  n r  0oks haY HethQnatl01
V i - r..the
w, na.; —  ‘<«ve taxed their ingenuity to supply. 
ktletherc. ,° ns were left, we are told, “ to prove Israel,

a'~y will keep the way of the Lord to walk 
pc”re\vs 1 a(lso to be “ as thorns in the sides” of the 
Vm these ovH their g°ds to be a snare unto them.”
th h
fc

out dr?X-Cellent reasons “ the Lord left those nations, . Mnvino- fu_ . , __
form illlo the’ f  thf m out hastily 
L not evn ,|1.and of Joshua.” />nuu. 
th^ites J *  ,\n8  the Canaanites was
S S ” wItbr I . 0ud^es “ • 3. 23 ; >»• ->■  i ,u ?

Ifr7 his chnt *S Usual loving kindness leave enemies to

neither delivered he 
Another good reason 

teach the 
Thus did

“ to 
111. 2)

CaS  We S  .f°wn, now, to an undoubtedly historical
A 9an . hall rret u ... -r  in h a h it in fr
A? y S :  J n  the

get some idea of the peoples inhabiting 
!a> camP V'e year 676 b.c. Esarhaddon, king of 

S  .a by V °  1>alestine and held a levee which was
S a 6 include(iV!u ty' two kings of Syria and Cyprus, 
iiltro n : T Vr , c kings of the following localities 111 

^Gbal°’ \ I-dom, Moab, Gaza, Askelon,
Ve haVe’ t ‘ rvad, Samaria, Ammon, and Ashdod. 
’.ed auth0'- Ve ‘ ‘’ dependent sovereigns who each 
"■ °ns. ■ jT.lty ov-er a certain district in Palestine or 

•~l> c / 'ld Saiii S- extcnt of the territories belonging to 
't’kd c° l'rso nri<l (which represent the Israelites) is 
'h0ie0rh cov,id rfecwrdud ; but it is obvious that neither 
ry fi \ ° rm .more than a small portion of the
fhA^b 'H no doubt, was the case from the 

st°ry of
Hebrew tribes coming from Egypt,

passing through the Red Sea, wandering for forty years 
in the wilderness, miraculously crossing the Jordan, 
fighting against and defeating thirty-one kings, and 
then taking possession of the land— this story must be 
set down as a Jewish fabrication. The Israelites did, it 
is true, suffer four hundred years of oppression ; but 
this was in Canaan, not in Egypt. Looking at all the 
evidence, the fact forces itself upon us that the majority 
of the Hebrew tribes formed part of the inhabitants of 
the land during the whole period of the Egyptian domi
nation. But, it may be asked, how comes it that the 
Egyptian conquerors make no mention of them in any 
of their inscriptions ? and how comes it, also, that the 
writers of the Hebrew historical books appear to know 
nothing of the Egyptian invaders ? The first omission 
is easily accounted for ; the tribes had not in the days 
of the Egyptian suzerainty assumed the name of Israelites 
or Hebrews, and they were, besides, but a number of 
insignificant shepherds. The tradition of their taking 
the name of “ Israel ” is preserved in their writings ; but 
the event is antedated and ascribed to a mythical ancestor, 
Jacob. W e have two versions of this story, each inde
pendent of, and flatly contradicting, the other.

As regards the complete silence of the Hebrew writers 
respecting the Egyptians, it would appear that, in the 
first place, no records were kept of this period. The 
historical books of the Old Testament were, we know, 
compiled from more ancient writings composed by men 
in various reigns who called themselves seers or prophets. 
Thus we read, for example : —

“ Now the acts of David the king, first and last, behold 
they are written in the History of Samuel the seer, and in 
the History of Nathan the prophet, and in the History of 
Gad the seer” (1 Chronicles xxix. 29).

The “ histories” here mentioned have not been preserved; 
probably they have, for obvious reasons, been carefully 
destroyed. At any rate, Samuel, Nathan, and Gad are 
the earliest Hebrew writers of whom mention is made, 
and they lived at a comparatively late period. The books 
attributed to Moses were compiled many centuries after 
their time. In the next place, it appears tolerably certain 
that no written Hebrew language existed in Canaan in 
such early times. W e know that about 1450 b.c. the 
Babylonian system of writing was employed in that 
country for letters and despatches. The monument of 
Mesha (viz., the Moabite Stone), about 850 b.c., is the 
earliest example we have of a narrative in Phoenician or 
old Hebrew characters, though it may, perhaps, be con
ceded that this system came into use as early as the time 
of Samuel, two centuries prior to the date mentioned.

The oldest document in the Bible is the Song of 
Deborah (Judges v.). In this song are named the 
Hebrew tribes who did, or did not, come to battle for 
Yahveh. These tribes are given as follows :—

“ Out of Ephraim came down they rvhose root is in 
Amalek ; after thee, Benjamin, among thy peoples ; out
of Machir came down governors......And the princes of
Issachar were with Deborah......By the watercourses of
Reuben there were great resolves of heart......Gilead abode
beyond Jordan ; and Dan, why did be remain in ships?
Asher sat still at the haven of the sea......Zebulun was a
people that jeoparded their lives uiUo die death, and 
Naphtali, u pon  the high places of the field” (verses 14-18). 

According to this ancient song, the tribes that took the 
name of “ Israel ” were Ephraim, Benjamin, Manasseh 
(viz., Machir and Gilead), Issachar, Reuben, Dan, Asher, 
Zebulun, and Naphtali. These were evidently ancient 
inhabitants of the land. There can be little doubt that 
it was the intention of the composer of the song to name 
all the Israelitish tribes; yet Judah, Levi, Simeon, and 
Gad seem to be unknown. I he first three had not yet 
appeared, though it is doubtful whether Simeon was 
ever a tribe at all. As to the fourth, Mesha tells us in 
his inscription that “ the men of Gad lived in the land of 
Ataroth from of old ” the locality named being on the 
borders of Moab. And, since the name “ G ad” was 
identical with that of the Canaanitish god of “ fortune,” 
there can be no doubt that the men of this tribe belonged 
to the original inhabitants of the land. Even according 
to the Bible itself the name Gad was connected with the 
land of Moab before the Israelites are said to have 
entered Canaan. In Numbers xxxiii., among the list of 
stopping-places in the neighborhood of Moab, we read :-~

“ And they journeyed from Oboth, and pitched in Iye- 
abarim, in the border of Moab. And they journeyed from 
Jyim, and pitched in D i bon-gad" (verses 44, 45).
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Mesha in his inscription calls himself a Dibonite— a 
native of the city of Dibon. The resting-place of the 
Israelites would thus be “ Dibon of Gad,” or “ Dibon in 
the territory of Gad ”— the latter being a Canaanitish 
tribe.

The story of the Hebrew tribes being descended from 
twelve sons of one man, Jacob, can easily be shown 
to be a Bible fiction. A bracad abr a .

( To be concluded. )

Ingersoll on Cadile.

R ichard C arlile  was perfectly honest, and incapable 
of feeling afraid. He knew what he wanted to do, and 
he aimed at the centre of the target. He felt that he 
had a right to publish and sell the books and pamphlets 
that he believed would educate and elevate the people. 
He sold Paine’s Age o f Reason. He was arrested, 
indicted for libel, and tried.

He defended himself. He was charged with having 
published and sold a book in which it was stated that 
the Bible was filled with mistakes, contradictions, and 
immoralities.

Carlile offered to prove that the assertion was true. 
The judge would not allow him to show that the Bible 
contained mistakes or contradictions. According to 
English law, the Bible was inspired— and for that 
reason the defendant could not be allowed to show that 
it contained mistakes and contradictions.

O f course, with this ruling, there could be no defence, 
except to say that he had not sold the book. Carlile 
admitted that he had sold it, and that the book told the 
truth about the Bible.

O f course he was found guilty, and sent to prison for 
three years.

But he kept right on with his work. His wife took 
his place in the shop, and the Age of Reason was still 
sold. So, while in jail, he continued to publish his 
paper called the Republican. Then his wife was 
arrested, tried, and sent to prison. Another woman 
took the shop, and the sales went on as before.

Poor Carlile was in prison, I think, for about nine 
years in all ; but he never surrendered. He never 
apologised, never begged for mercy, never kneeled or 
knuckled. He faced the government— one man against 
a nation— stood his ground until he was victorious. 
His daughter has written the story of this battle, and 
her book is called The Battle of the Press. Everyone 
who feels an interest in liberty, who feels grateful to a 
hero who fought and suffered for freedom, should read 
this book. Richard Carlilc was a hero— one of the best 
and bravest of men— one who fought and suffered for the 
civilisation of mankind.

His daughter— Mrs. Campbell— has told the story of 
her great father’s life modestly and well. She has told 
the facts. That is enough. When I read her book, I 
said to m yself: W hat hypocrites were in the pulpit ; 
what beasts were on the bench ; what cruel wretches 
were the K ing’s ministers in Carlile’s day ! It is 
enough to make one ashamed of the human race. And 
yet the story of Richard Carlile— of his courage, of his 
devotion to a great cause, is enough to make us proud 
of our blood. R. G. Ingersoll.

— Freethought Magazine (Chicago).

A new edition of the autobiography of George Muller, of 
Bristol, has been published. We do not know precisely bow 
many editions have been printed ; but very many thousands are 
in circulation. Every boy and girl used to have a copy given to 
them on leaving the Ashley Downs Orphanage, and the book 
always sold freely. This factor for publicity lias invariably 
been ignored by the credulous people who still believe in 
answer to prayer.

The Birkenhead Free Library Committee draw the line at 
Bradlaugh. They decline to .have his Freethought writings 
on their shelves, and Mr. T. R. Waring, in the Birkenhead 
News, calls them “ arrogant bigots.” Would it not have 
sufficed to call them “ Christians” ? It is shorter, and it 
means pretty much the same thing.

A  Legend of Nain.

T he fiery splendor of the setting sun
With flaming crimson floods the walls of Nain.

Eastward the lengthening shadows weirdly run,
As heralding the night’s abysmal reign.

The darkening air is thrilled with sounds of woe 
From yon advancing mournful multitude ;

They rend their hair in vain lament, and, lo,
Within their midst a bier uncouth and rude.

But hither cometh one of kingly mien,
Around whose holy head a glory glows

Shapen as cyclic porcelain, white and clean,
Wherefrom the famished soothe their gastric throe •

To him a frenzied woman speaketh thus :—
“ O thou who dost incorporate within

That finite form the Infinite, on us
Have pity, O thou Fruit of Mary’s sin !

“ Lo, at the Feast Leguminous, my son,
Mine only son—a widow, lord, am I—

Joined in the jocund sport, and surely none 
More blithe than he, the apple of mine eye.

“ But, like the lily smitten ere its prime,
Sudden amid the merriment drooped lie ;

This noon he lived and loved ; at eventime 
Behold, ’tis thus we bring him, lord, to thee.'

O, tenderly the Savior bends his gaze p  
On that recumbent form, that marble face !

Then looks around as if in great amaze
That faith like theirs abounds in such a place.

Thrice lie exacerbates, as if in doubt,
The roots of his zingiberaceous locks ;

Thrice digitally reeves those whiskers out 
Rubescent as the root that glads the ox :

Three times he snuffs the circumambient air,
Then eyes the crowd in supplication sunk,

And answers thus that interceding prayer : ,r
“ Be comforted. He is not dead, but—drunk’

Ex-Ritual»

Lest W e Forget.

" I f  w e live thus tam ely,
T o  be thus ja d ed  b y  a  piece o f  scarlet, 
F arew ell n ob ility .”— Shakespeare.

“ C lericalism , it is the en em y.” — G a m b e t t a .
motFew have studied phrenology, and therefore can1 ^ ^  

where the bump of credulity is situated ; but 0
suspect that it is strongly developed in a great >lU
human heads. On no other principle can one

(0 <

b«’,
ed ll3t 

:as-11 
in* 
ssu

external circumstances, is undoubted ; but prjcst ‘̂ oSC.

the fact that many are being captivated and ensnare 
. . .  A, • — now what it once

That C lerica lism 're
syren-song that Clericalism is not now what it once '' ;ly w 
it is wholly altered in its features. That Clericalism^ 0

' "Itthat it has been, checked and limited by the P'^T¡s U?.

changed and unchangeable in its spirit and PujTn {0$. 
wants only the opportunity and the power to afk ;,i 
those fetters which shall rcchain the minds of ' .
bonds of a silly superstition and damnable desp° 
the Church of Christ the progress of man lS.. j,ts, 
Under the glamor of the Gregorian chants, wax yj b^'L, 
beautiful vestments, is a despotism nonetheless .rcj cSpot'?l(|y 
thatched by ecclesiastical stage-properties. Such ^ Jig1’ ¡t 
meekly accepted by millions of Christians, can'10 ( jcc '̂L, 
regarded, especially when the average worships 
profanity to call an ape an ape, if it but wear a cR *̂11 
The “ Established ” Church, far less intolera c. f.
Catholic Church, and intellectually miles above a‘ Ljerii, ^ 
formist body, is still as hostile as ever to all gpa tj,s 
pulses. Moreover, the introduction of the Ch 
ment Bill, now before Parliament, shows c ca-l0ust0r 
“ strongest government of modern times ” is anx (|,e
the clerics for their support in the past. . -tsCl f A ’

The “ Established” Church has not entitled fthc 'fiil| 
respect of Rationalists. A glance at the conduc ¡|ity Li;»11 
spiritual is sufficient to rouse the lasting 11 j Chr 
liberal-minded men. Here are a few sample- .
ethics in practice //„■  P jti
Some Votes of the Right Reverend l<\ithcrs-in-('°‘ rfiO 

of Lords, with date and number of the Bate i jj!
against the Bill. n u m sK iV *

capita'^  (ivc shS hop-L ifting B ill.— T o abolish
stealing from 
(18 10 ); 7,

shops property of value
3g‘S'

National E ducation B ill.—To authorise .. 
provide schools, where wanted, out of rates \  , 2̂ , 

R oman C atholics’ D isabilities B ill (i° 2 > ’ 
R eform B ill (1831); 21.
R eform B ill (1832); 15. ,0.
Jewish D isabilities R epeal B ill ( i«33> >

tr»1,t«’

I S'
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A dmission o f  D issenters to  U n iversities (1834); 22.
, .  niyersitv  T ests A bolition  B il l .—To remove restrictions 

. .  debarred Nonconformists from privileges of Uni
versities (,867) ; 4.
wh‘ nJiversity T ests A bolition  B il l .— T o remove restrictions 
v debarred Nonconformists from privileges of Uni- 

T u r V l869) ’ k
'iQl . “ Dr ia l s* Q u estio n .— Motion to permit in churchyards 
a „ n?tlan and orderly” funeral services other than that of 
^urch of England (1876); 16.
[Th;A J:VGE W|T|I D ece ased  W ife ’s S ister B ill (1883); 22. 
o f ' 5. 1 has invariably been opposed with the noble firmness 

C ^ ese modern successors of the Apostles.1 
PiepA ELTV tc? A n im als ’ A cts A mendment B ill .— To abolish 
tooh 11 s 10?*-*niï (1883). None of their lordships spoke or 
note *n the division. Humanitarian League please

man
ited

an,l / - ° ,render marriage lawfully contracted between a 11 
KinrrÎ]W ’kttased "wife's sister in the Colonies valid in Uniieu 
I’Urv * 9. including the arch-humbugs of Canter-

g|. V ork.
sh°pLpS I 0R S lio p A s s is t a n t s ’ B il l .— Providing that every 
seats'b<T,er .w'10 employed lady assistants should give them
r>f t h p  r n n n t -o r  n m l  i n e lin u r  fA o r n o  < fl-.of one llnd l̂e counler and in show-rooms in the proportion 
measurpSear *'°r ev?r-v’ ri'-0 assistants (1899). This simple 
"’ere ~ °; humanity did not interest the Bishops. They

Mr rns.P,cu°us by their absence, 
of L0'rj  a'ne may well thank “ Gawi that we have a House 

M imnermus.

Ĥere’s I ——
And foip <j°n a l°t to say about the man behind the gun, 
1 "’on S ] S Praised him highly for the noble work he A 
a Was i,;a , °f honor for the land where men are free, 

lut “ 'D that «mi 1 . „ ----- .1.

The Man Behind the Plough.

he’s'i'1 \ 'ai senf the Spaniards kitin’ back across the sea ; 
hierg’s an 1 da-' S 'ory> had his little spree, and now 

"•other to be mentioned— the man behind the plough.

¡̂"1 Wari'"̂  s a w°nder, and an army’s mighty grand, 
! 'ere’j. *n s a perfession only heroes understand ;

laL^^'mg sort of thrillin’ in a llag that’s wavin’ high,
1’ by ;

| • - —.. . .  v i u im  u iv  iig u u ii  j  UUUC) ow/iildlOVV
re still dependin’ on the man behind the plough.

hie the glories of the man behind the gun,
*e "'orl(j ] s are full of stories of the wonders he has done ; 

a!Ms ti,a.las been made over by the fearless ones who fight; 
W 'Mln ; ' Usê  to be in darkness they have opened to the

P'oügh 

1 ^  tl
In the a«1? •? and splendor of an army on parade,1 uip 1 avvini ,i-  1 . . . - . . .

il“'-'
0,

'"nlers snarl the soldier had to settle up the row, 
•aven’t time fer thinkin’ of the man behind the

L *l\vf *i 1 u a p iciiu o r 01 «in a rm y  011 p a ia u c ,
halls 1 darkness that the smoke of battle made ;

; Pala,. '  here jewels glitter and the shoutin’ men debate,
V  is n
r C S n °t

ees where rulers deal out honors to the great :
doin’ busines now 

man behind the plough.
ave tn(vl'l ,Sln?*e person who’d be VV Medals—if !t wasn.t for the ,

\Ve> ea buiij. ,
\Ve.|e a win^", mighty cities, and we’re gainin’ lofty heights : 

ru,? a sho«?- , ts of glory, and we’re settin’ thing to rights ; 
I’Ut.1 ’ m all creation how the world’s affairs should
O ^ m e n ’M r,
^ho'. y’H overt ZCi’n w°nder at the things that we have done, 

n> S *‘le \vh0K°° * the feller-—just the same as we do now— 
ugh. G concarn’s foundation—that’s the man behindTlo

'Oh’“ca,go A T •v • V eins. T. K iser.

-In X
t0 ;>'uS’s „ 
sUh!„Utldl

Correspondence.

^ R i s t u n i t y  a n d  b u d d h i s m .
0 Tiie

n,ylett
editor of “ the freethinker.’’  *UV l l l l i  l-Kl'.i’. 1 m ix  rvi’. i ' .

ji ’.’ Ussert;er of JUI1C 24 I asked for proof of “ Mim- 
k-niect. , sm. T ‘ , c°ncerning Christianity’s indebtedness
IlS » * bn. •. .*n la st 1 .. f,. thnPronr'Ut it is week’s issue he again refers to the

Tlla! 'V'" he if* .acking in this one essential. To elicit 
Tha-C iimilnrit, 1 >’our ki” d permission, show— 
so -sseniSn, are necessarily equivalents of derivation.inn '° 3ynism •• '̂-caaaniy euuivuicms wv. » •«uv... 
4 Hai !lenceil Was the vtâ media by which Christianity 

c thera
‘n the u? " ’as

3. Tu1
ly j u t ,

^estatLS,Ucth a knowledge of Buddhistic philo- 
^  ^  tU ,cct to its incorporation by the early

i f ndrl-iI!l\lc,’cnt evidence to warrant the conclusion 
; V > m i t ; oHS-C.h0019 "  ere affected by Buddhism, and 

£ > e  is andv ‘I ‘o Christianity.
°ctrin perioj- .¡"cntion in “ renowned Christian writers

S the BuUJia*'CS ,n‘nc  ̂ eithcr lkc Pcrson or

It is the veriest assumption that, apart from the Crucifixion 
and Atonement, there are no other differentia. The eschato
logy of the two systems most markedly reveals these dissimi
larities, to specify but one instance. W. H. H o w a r d .

Profane Jokes.

T he man who had his coffin painted a fiery red, and kept it 
for two whole years at his front door, had evidently a very 
clear idea of where he was going when he had departed from 
this world. He is not the only man, however, who kept 
Hades in view so continually. It is related of the late Marquess 
of Anglesey that when he married and settled down in life the 
many sins of his past youth troubled him not a little. There 
was a slight fire at the castle one night, and orders were 
afterwards given that hand grenades should be placed in every 
room, which were faithfully carried out. Some dozens of 
these fire-extinguishers were left over, however, there being 
no place for them, and the butler approached his master as to 
their destination. “ You’d better put them in my coffin,” 
replied his lordship gravely.

“ I say, there,” he asked, as he stood in the streets of New 
York for the first time and watched two sisters of Mercy pass 
along, “ what kind of wimmen is them I seen go along, all in 
black, with a white thing round their face and neck ?” “ Oh,” 
replied the man addressed, “ they’re the Sisters of St. John 
the Baptist.” “ Get out!” was the sneering answer; “ you 
can’t fool me. Why, man, John the Baptist has been dead 
more’n a hundred years.”

“ Are you fond of music, D r-----?” “ Yes,” was the divine’s
answer ; “ but I don’t know very much about it. I don’t 
think I have a very good ear— in fact, the only two tunes I 
really know well are ‘ God save the Weasel ’ and ‘ Pop goes 
the Queen !’ ”

The report of the East London Church Fund states that a 
vicar in North-East London, in the course of his notices of 
parish events, lately made the following startling announce
ment :—“ It is unnecessary for me to give out the special 
preachers for this Lent, as you will find them all hanging up 
together in the porch.”— Christian World.

A devout minister at a prayer-meeting prayed, “ O Lord, 
keep me humble and poor!” A deacon followed, “ O Lord, 
keep him humble, and we will keep him poor 1”— Church 
Times, J uly 7.

“ Had it not been the Sabbath day,” remarked a Scottish 
minister to an elder of his church after morning service, “ I 
would have asked you how the hay was selling in Perth on 
Friday?” “ Weel, sir,” replied the elder, “ had it not been 
the day that it is, I wad just hae tell’t ye it was gaun at a 
shillin’ the stane.” “ Indeed ! Well, had it been Monday 
instead of Sabbath, I would have told you that I have some to 
sell.” “ Oy, ou ay, sir ! An’ had it been Monday, as you say, 
then I wad just hae tell’t ye I wad gie ye market price for’t.” 
The significant nod which the minister gave to this last 
remark brought the elder with a couple of carts to the manse 
on Monday morning, and by noon the minister’s hay-rick was 
non-existent.

A good story comes from a little town in the Midlands. 
Among the members of the Methodist church is an old 
retired railway guard and ticket-collector. During the 
morning service at his church, not many Sundays ago, the 
railway man was called upon by the minister to assist in 
taking up the collection—one of the gentlemen who usually 
helped in that work being absent. The retired railway man 
started down the aisle with the contribution bag, and passed 
it round like an old hand at the business. Everything passed 
off smoothly until he reached a good brother who had nodded 
himself fast asleep, but just as he was about to pass by him 
he was suddenly overcome by the force of habit acquired in 
his railway days. Tapping the sleeping brother on the 
shoulder with the bag, he shouted—“ Ticket, please !”

“ The cashier informed me,” said the president, “ that he 
was strongly tempted to skip with the lunds, but that he 
locked himself up with them and prayed over them all night 
and overcame the temptation.” “ I know it,” said the chief 
director. “ I had a detective at his door, one at each window, 
and one on the roof, at the chimney flue, while he was pray- 
¡ng. "—A tlanta Constitution.

How to Help Us.
I G et your n ew sagen t to ta k e  a  few  copies of the Freethinker 

and try to sell them , gu aran tee in g  to tak e  the copies that 
remain unsold.

1 T a k e  an  extra  cop y  (or m ore), and circulate  it am on g you r

I L e a v e  a^ pyoT the Freethinker now and then in the train, the
car, or the omnibus. , , . .

D isplay or g e t  displayed, one o f  our contents-sheets, which 
are o f  a  convenient size for the purpose. Mr. F order will 
send them on application.

( G et your n ew sagen t to exhibit the Freethinker in the window.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

[Notices o f  Lectures, etc., m ust reach us by f ir s t  post on Tuesday, 
and be marked "Lecture N otice,”  i f  not sent onpost-card.\

L O N D O N .

T he A thenaeum H a l l  (73 T otten ham  C ourt-road, W . ) : C losed 
du rin g  July and A u gust.

B radlaugh  C lub and  In stitute  (36 N ew in gton  G reen-road, 
B a ll’s P o n d ): S.30, A  C on cert.

O pen-air  P ropaganda.
B a tter sea  P a r k  G a t e s : 11.30, R. P. Edwards, “ Christ and 

H is T e a c h in g .”
B r o c k w ell  Pa r k  (near H erne-hill G a te s): 3.15 and 6.30, 

S tan ley  Jones.
C am berw ell  (Statio n -ro ad ): 11.30, S tan ley  Jones.
E dmonton (co m er o f  A n g e l-ro a d ): 7, E. P a c k .
F insbury B ranch  (C lerken w ell G re e n ): 11.30, A  lecture.
F insbury  Pa r k  (near B and S ta n d ): 3.30, R . P. E d w ard s, " T h e  

Trium ph o f  R atio n alism .”
H yd e  Pa r k  (near M arble A rch) : L ectu res eve ry  w e e k  even in g  

a t  8. Sunday, a t 11.30, G . P arson s, " B a s is  o f  C h ristian ity .”
H ammersmith  (T h e G r o v e ) : 7.15, W . R am sey.
H am pstead  H eath  (Jack S tra w ’s C a s t le ) : 3.15, A  lecture.
K ilburn  (corner of B rondesbury-road) : 7.15, S tan ley  Jones.
K ingsland  (R idley-road) : 11.30, W . H eaford.
S tr a tfo r d  (T h e  G r o v e ) : 7, R . P. E d w ard s, “ T h e  Trium ph o f 

R ation alism .”
S. L. E . S . (P eckh am  R y e ) :  11.15 , A  lecture. (B ro ck w ell 

P a r k ) : 3.15, A  lecture.
V ictoria  Pa r k  (near the F o u n tain ): 3.30, F reeth o u gh t D em on

stration— M essrs. G . W . F oote, W . H eaford , A . B. M oss, C . 
C ohen, e tc . ; 6.45, C . Cohen.

Mile E nd W a ste  : 11.30, A . B. M o ss; 7, T h e  M em bers. July 
26, a t  8, C . Cohen.

P eckham  R y e  : 3.15, E . Pack.
T he T riangle (Salm on-lane, Lim ehouse): 11.30, C . Cohen. 

Ju ly 25, a t 8, C . Cohen.
W estm inster  (G rosvenor Em bankm en t): 11.30, E . W hite, 

“  F aith  and M ira cle .”
C O U N T R Y .

B irmingham B ranch  (Prin ce o f  W a le s  A ssem bly  R o o m s): 
7, H . P e rc y  W ard , “ C h ristian ity  and the S lav e  T r a d e .”

G reat Y armouth  F r e eth in k e r s ’ A ssociation  (F reeth in k ers’ 
H all, bottom  o f  B ro a d -ro w ): 7, V iolin  Selection s b y  P rofessors 
E lliott and R a e ; 7.15, J. M. H ead ley , "C h u rch  A u to c r a c y :  A  
R ep ly  to the V ic a r  o f  G o rlesto n .”

L eicester  S ecular  So c ie ty  (Humberstone-gate): G.30, A  
lecture.

L iverpo o l  (A lexan dra H all, Islington-square) : T h e  hall will 
be c losed du rin g the months o f  July and A ugust.

Manchester  S ecular  H a ll  (Rusholm e-road, A ll S a in ts ) : 
C losed  for Sum m er Season.

Porth  B ranch (100 Prim rose-street, T o n y p a n d y ): 6, P ap er 
on the L o rd ’s P ray er, and final arran gem en ts for B an k H oliday 
excursion.

S h effield  S ecular  S o cie ty  (H all of S cien ce, R ockin gh am - 
street) : 3, M em bers’ Q u arterly  M eetin g  ; 5, T e a ; L ectu re  (see 
S a tu rd a y ’s local papers).

South  Shields (Captain  D un can 's N a vig atio n  Schools, M ark et
place) : P icnic a t H olyw ell D en e— 12.45, F e rry ; 1, B ra k e s le av e  
N orth  Shields.

Lecturers’ Engagements.
C . C o h en , 17 O sborn e-road, Iligh -ro ad , L e y to n .— July 23, 

a , and e ., V ic to ria  P ark .

A rth ur  B. Moss, 44 C redon-road, London, S .E .— July 23, m ., 
M ile End ; a ., D em onstration in V ic to ria  P a rk . 30, p robably 
N ortham pton.

R. P. E d w ar d s, 52 B ram ley-road, N otting-hill.— July 23, m ., 
B a tte r s e a ; e ., Stratford . 30, m ., L im eh ou se; a ., V ic to ria  P a r k ;  
e ., Edm onton.

E. Pa c k , 10 H en strid ge-p lace, O rdn an ce-road, St. John’s W ood. 
— July 23, a. and e ., P eckh am  R y e . 30, m ., B a tterse a  P ark .

II. P er cy  W a r d , 5 A lexan d ra-road , E d gb asto n , Birm ingham . 
— July 23, B irm ingham . Sep tem ber 3, N ortham pton.

POSITIVISM.
“ Reorganisation, without g o d  or king, ly  the systematic 

•worship o f  H um anity .”
Information and publications on the Religion of Humanity 

may be obtained free on application to the Church of 
Humanity, Newcastlc-on-Tyne.

LE S S O N S  IN  F R E N C H .— M onsieur Jules Bailly d esires 
Pupils. E a s y  plan and efficien cy gu aran teed . T erm s v ery  

m oderate. A d d ress, 32 S tore-street, B cdford-squ arc, W .C .

Price Sixpence. Handsomely Printed.

S H A K E S P E A R E
A LECTURE BY

COLONEL INGERSOLL.
“ A  pow erful piece o f  literary  and philosophical criticisn1- 

In g erso ll’s g lo w in g  sty le, his forcible lo gic, and his acute o'^ 
crim ination m ake his p a n egy ric  o f  the B ard  o f  A von  almost ^  
in terestin g  to  read as, no doubt, his lecture w as inspiriting 
hear. ” —  The Stage.

London : R. Forder, 28 Ston ecu tter-street, E .C .

Just published, price 2d., by  post 2j^d.,

Men “ after God’s Own Heart-’

BRIEF SKETCHES OF THE LIVES OF NOAS- 
ABRAHAM, MOSES, AND DAVID.

By CHARLES WATTS.
L o n d o n : W atts &  C o ., 17 Johnson’s-court, F leet-street, E.C.

T H E  B E S T  B O O K
O N  N E O -M A L T IIU S IA N IS M  IS, I B E L IE V E ,

TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND PRACTlC 
OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

B y  J. R . H O L M E S , M .M .L ., M .V .S ., M .N .S .S . ^

160 pages, w ith portrait and autograph, bound in  cloth, g*U ^
Price is .,  post free.

In order to  brin g  the inform ation within the reach  o f the l’ )’ -̂’
tb«

m ost im portant parts o f  the book a re  issued in a  pam ph'e . ^  ('<f 
p a g e s  at ONE pen n y , post free 2d. C op ies o f  the pamp 
distribution is . a  dozen post free. . “  W'

T h e  N a tion al Reform er o f  S ep tem ber 4, 1892, says • ;li6
H o lm es’ pam phlet....... is an alm ost unexceptional statem c ^ 1’
N eo-M althusian th eory  and p ra ctice ....... and throughou fee
to moral feeling ....... T h e  special value o f Mr. Holmes s<̂ .rally
the N eo-M althusian cau se  and to human w ell-b ein g g en . cf n'( 
ju st his com bination in his pam phlet o f  a  plain statemp 
p hysical and m oral need for fam ily lim itation w ith a  P*‘l all c°' 
o f  the m eans by  w hich it can  be secured , and an offer
cerned o f  the requisites a t the lo w est possible prices. v<■

T h e  Council o f  the M althusian L e a g u e, D r.« ..W WMOV1* ________ „o_1 ___ fllS4
A llbutt, and others, have a lso  spoken o f  it in v ery  high^1’ j n̂d̂  ’LIIIIUI i , CL 11 Vi UlllUlDj 1KIVU lU.’ VJ v/t 1». ... » J  CJ 1 l

T h e  trade supplied by R . Fo r d e r , 28 Stonecutter-stree >
E .C . Other orders should be sent to the author,

V
”J. R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAGE, Bf

W. J. Rendell s “ Wife’s Frie>,d
* .

R ecom m ended b y  Mrs. B esan t in Law  o f  Population, ^  N'J'•,,, 
D r. A llbu tt in W ife’s  Handbook, p. 51. M ade ONL ‘/yed1̂  
C had w ell-street, C le rk e n w e ll;  2s. per do z., post , nVelope‘ 
in la rg e r  quantities). F or particulars send stam ped e

Important Caution. „ y
je a leÎ?etc,>

B e w a r e  o f  u seless im itations substituted by sormf..,A e^, 
chem ists, the w ords “  R endell &  C o ,” and “  J . IF. [̂]C pub" ' 
b e in g  sp eciou sly  and plausibly introduced to  deceive

Loo k  for  A utog’rapii R eg ister e d  T rade

„ Ü  /
No. 182,

cf"'
✓

1 Red Ink on each  bo x , w ith o u t  w h ich  none a '
GulT ■’ c ill

I lig g in so n ’s S yr in g e , w ith V e rtica l and R everse  n u "11,1',,, ; 
s. Od., and 5s. 3d. D r. P a lfre y ’s P o w d er, is. 2d., V  r do* 
ound, is . 2d. D r. A llb u lt’s Q uinine Pow ders, 3 ’ 
rices post free.

HERB BEER.
T h e  best is m ade from

M l X E P
•enui»e

efbTH W A ITE S ’ 6d. PACKET OF
O n e P a c k e t will m ak e 8 ga llon s ol real K1 

D irection s with e ach  p a ck e t. B y  post 6 stami •
G. THWAITES, Herbalist, 2 C h u r c h - r o * ,  

on-Tees.
A g en ts W anted.
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Ingersoll’s New Lecture.

the  d e v i l
Price 6d. post free.

r a S cs ° f  brilliant and stim ulating w ritin g .” —  

London : R . F o rd c r , 28 S to n e c u tte r  -street, E .C .

N o w  R e a d y . 48 P a g e s . P r ice  6d.

^gersoll’s Grand New Lecture
ON

S U P E R S T I T I O N .
iS attracting immense audiences in America.

London : R . Forder, 28 Ston ecu tter-street, E .C .

Li tw o volum es, bound in cloth, the w hole o f

Charles W atts’s Pamphlets
N O W  IN  P R IN T .

Vol. I., price 3s. 6d. post free.

\y''tt'inecl"S C hristian ity  E x-

Is^e^ riruîV»^°litical a n d S ocia l 
ther0 - *

j ^ rave ? 1 Life B eyond the

h '-  LeaM.ant! j?Pe c ial C reation , 
t  ,’y I)« V .° f  Christ. 
^ucati0ot|Lght'?

Contents :—

T rne and F alse .

C hristian ity  and C ivilisation. 
S ecu la r M orality.
T h e  S ecu larist's C atech ism . 
Secularism  : Its R elation  to the 

S ocia l Problem s o f  the D ay. 
B ible M orality.
T h e  E xisten ce  o f  G od.
Saints and Sinners. 
D iscreditab le  T a c tic s  o f  C hris

tian D isputants.

V 0l. I I .
fhe

C

price 4s. 6d. post free.
Contents :—

K’a7 > a re d " T S , ot Secularism  
^ ‘V V ' v . t h  Christia,
S,!e£,P °ry of n  7 Pem

T l;irisrn n  L ’'belief.
Chrilj^'ve. estruct‘ve  an d C on -

0 ri&in> Nature.

am ty. 
c  Supernatural.

“S ic a lp ? -st „• 1 » re:

H appiness in H ell and M isery 
in H eaven.

A  R eply to F ath er L am b ert’s 
T a c tic s  o f  Infidels.

A  D eb ate  with the E d ito r o f  the 
H a lifax  (N .S .) M a il. (Ot this 
debate C ol. In g erso ll w rites : 
“ Mr. W a tts ’s statem en t as to 
w h at Secularism  is could not 
be im proved; his definitions of 
certain  term s are  accu rate  
and lucid. I have n ever read 
b etter .")

a lts  &  C o ., 17 Johnson’s-court, F leet-street, E .C .

Rsof freethought

«eoi,

T t StìV m rreSum Ption.
and C hristian

^ « s sà ry  Defective and Un-
*"°nc'on

G. W. Foote.

4 ? > hTs . eCOnd Series (cloth), 2s. 6d.
of°rPse S s7 oV,Sc!ous P ie ty — T h e  Jew ish S ab bath— G o d ’s D ay 
A u God V a d la ,,,T S, °J? Im m ortality— Paul B ert— C on vertin g a  
hUe'stsT A L 'lch i,,,iS, C h o st -C h r is t  and B rotherhood— T h e Sons 
CherilitLCruel ek  S ’w ’clp  me G o d — Infidel Hornes A re  
8s stian7  " The» re A th eists  W ick e d  ?— R ain  D octo rs— Pious 
7 ,c°n on pharitv n ’11,1'1 **le L ord  " — B elieve or be D am ned—  
^i.t'cul.-,IA th e i s L I ; F llK ion and M oney— C lotted  B osh— LordTrC«lTi7 heism V U ’F '?" . and Money --- -

K . and C\ . n stian ity  an d  S lavery  -Christ U p to D ate
I 0(k } >  ? isp  - e  . T l l r i s h n n i f , ,  A t . ............. 1 MM___» Mn e f i n  T.tllllP,P‘ tifi , V r ,Se o f Fell SHanity — A lta r  and T hron e— M artin Luther
li„UeIs tÎt iLircii,,  ̂ A  L ost S ou l— H appy iu H ell— T h e  A c t ot
CU?1t 0 'R s . B o o n " C h rist— B lessed  be y e  P oor— C onverted 
'vp ‘stianj. Lleatt, aiv*,sA^ h o sjt— T a lm a g e  on the Bible— Mrs.

am,5?mas*
and L mk U A fter— T h e  P o ets and Liberal T h e o lo g y —
Olì  rv. . ----- D l l p l l i n  iv  \ T,' . . I . . .  Tr .vry f r t f  P I l H C t t i l l T JJcs,,''"o” .y tl>., 7  d u e llin g -  An E a ste r  E g g  for Christians 

.e~-P; ,'-hrist , ead M en— Sm irchin g a  H ero— K it M arlow e 
H r a j l ^ ’ovah the R ipper— T h e P arson ’s L ivin g 

i,_ B a c k s lid e ?  —  F red eric  H arrison onO h o n V
G re a t''r t  ! ' f o r g i v e  and F o r g e t— T h e S tar o f  

^l°n f0 — 1 C>host— A th eism  an d  the French Révolu-
t u,' uc1k  " d  a t 'b e  D e rb y — A th eist M urderers— A
L°na0n . *ls Rose-Water Religion.

R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.
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Freethought Works.
Suicide. B y  D avid  Hume. A  pow erful e ssay , first published 

a fter the author’s death, and not included in ordinary editions 
o f  his w ritin gs. 2d.

Letters to the Clergy. B y  G . W . F oote. S ubjects .-— C reation  
— T h e B elievin g T h ie f on the C ro ss— T h e A tonem ent— Old 
T estam ent M orality— Inspiration— C redentials o f  the G o s p e l-  
M iracles— P rayer. 128 pp., is .

Flowers O f Freethought. (First Series.) B y  G . W . Foote. 
F ifty-one essays on a  v arie ty  o f  F reethought topics. 214 pp., 
cloth, 2s. 6d.

Flowers O f Freethought. (Second Series.) B y  G . W . Foote. 
F ifty-eight e ssays on a  further v arie ty  o f  Freethought tooics. 
302 pp., cloth, 2s. 6d.— T h ese  tw o volum es o f  Flowers form 
to geth er a  com plete G arden  o f  F reethought. E v ery  asp ect o f 
R eason  and Faith is treated som ew here, and a lw ay s in a  popular 
style. Contains much o f  the author’s best w riting.

John Morley as a Freethinker. B y  G . w. Foote. V aluable 
referen ces to Mr. M orley ’s w ritings. G ood for F reethinkers to 
read first, and then lend to their Christian friends. 2d.

Is Socialism Sound? Four N ig h ts ’ Public D ebate  between 
G . W . F oote and A nnie B esant. V erbatim , and revised by 
both disputants, is .;  superior edition in cloth, 2s.

The Sign O f the Cross. A  Candid Criticism  o f Mr. W ilson 
B arrett’s P lay, sh ow ing its g ro ss  p artiality  and its ridiculous 
historic in accu racy, with special reference to the (probably) 
forged  p a ssage  in T acitu s and the a lleged  N eronlc m assacre o f 
C hristians. H andsom ely printed, fid.

The Birth O f Christ. From  the original L ife  o f  Jesus  b y  the 
famous Strauss. W ith an introduction by G . W . Foote. A  
most thorough A n alysis and E xposure o f  the G ospel S tory b y  a 
M aster H and. 6d.

Christianity and Secularism. Public D ebate  betw een G . W . 
Foote and R ev. Dr. M cCann. V erbatim  R eport, revised by 
both disputants, is .;  superior edition in cloth, is . 6d.

Bible Heroes. From  A dam  to Paul. Bj- G . W . Foote. In
structive, interesting, am using and h o n e st; in fact, the only 
honest book on the subject. 200 pp., cloth, 2s. 6d.

The Grand Old Book. A  R ep ly  to the G rand O ld Man. B y 
G . W . Foote. An E xh austive A n sw er to Mr. G lad ston e’s 
Impregnable Rock o f  H oly Scripture. is .;  cloth edition, is . 6d. 

Will Christ Save Us ? B y  G . W . Foote. An Exam ination o f  the 
Claim s o f  Jesus C hrist to be considered the S avior o f  the W orld. 
Contains much H istoric Information on S lavery, the Position o f  
W om an, G en eral Social P rogress, and the advan ce  o f  Science 
and F reethought in opposition to C hristian bigotry, fid. 

Darwin on God. B y G . W . Foote. A  full and minute account 
o f D arw in ’s mental developm ent, with a  brief M em oir o f  his 
gran dfather, the fam ous Erasm us D arwin ; containing all the 
p a ssages in D arw in ’s w orks, and in his L ife  and Letters, bear
in g  d irectly  or indirectly on the subject o f  religion. E very  
F reethinker should have, and keep, a  copy o f  this important 
little volum e. 6d.; cloth, is.

Footsteps Of the Past. V aluable  E ssa y s in the Evolution o f  
R eligion  and E thics. B y J. M. W heeler. W ith a  P reface  by 
G . W . Foote. Cloth, 3s.

Infidel Death-Beds. B y  G . W . Foote. Second edition, revised 
and much enlarged. C ontains authentic details o f  the last hours 
o f  slxty-tw o historic Freethinkers, and in most cases a  sketch 
o f  their lives. P recise  references g iven  in e ve ry  instance. 
8d.; cloth, is . 3d.

Comic Sermons and other Fantasias. B y C.. W  F oote. A
selection o f  the author’s best satirical w ritings. Contents:—
A  Sermon on Sum m er— A  M ad Serm on— A  Serm on on Sin— A  
Bishop in the W orkh ou se— A  Christm as Serm on— Christm as 
E v e  in H eaven — Bishop T rim m er’s  Sunday D iary — T h e Judge 
and the D evil— Satan and M ich ael— T h e First Christm as—  
A d am ’s B reech es— T h e Fall o f  E v e — Joshua and Jerich o— A  
B ab y  G o d — Judas Iscariot. 8d.

Defence Of Freethought. B y  Colonel Ingersoll. A  G rand 
Speecli, occup yin g four hours in delivery, m ade in defence of 
Mr. R eynolds, who w as prosecuted for B lasphem y in N ew  
Jersey, fid.

Defence Of Free Speech. B y G . W . Foote. T h ree  hours’ 
address to the Jury in the C ourt o f  Queen s Bench before Lord 
C olerid ge, in answ er to an Indictm ent for Blasphem y on account 
o f  certain issues o f  the Freethinker. C arefu lly  re\iscd, with .111 
im portant P reface  and Footnotes. 4d.

The Holy Bible. B y Colonel Ingersoll. A  M asterpiece o f 
Popular Criticism  ; one o f  Ingerso ll’s grea te st efforts. 6d.

L o n d o n  : R . F o rd cr, 28 S to n ecu tter-street, E .C .

NON-POISONOUS PAINTS.
R esist all A tm ospheric Influences. Sam ples Free. J. G reevz 
Fisher, 7S C hapel A llerton, L eed s ; or S. R. Thom pson, 25 C hats- 
w orth-avenue, W alton, Liverpool.

T A N T O N , the P eop le ’s D entist, 335 Strand (opposite Som erset 
H o u s e ) .— T E E T H  on V U L C A N IT E , 2s. fid. each  ; upper or 

er set, £ 1 .  B est Q uality, 4s. e a c h ; upper or low er, ¿ 2 .  
Tiplctcd in four hours when required ; repairing or alterations 
wo hours. I f  you p ay more than the above, they are fan cy 
rires T eetli on platinum, 7s. 6d. each  ; on 18 ct. go ld , 15s. ; 
„Tine-. 2s. fid. ; extraction, is . ; painless b y  g a s , 5s.

MR S. B E R R Y , the Mount, 86 Central-drive and R e a d ’s-road, 
B lackp oo l.— Public and P rivate  A partm ents. G ood accom 

m odation. M oderate terms.
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In stout paper covers, is.; doth, 2s. Books to Read.
THE

BOOK OF GOD
In the Light of the Higher Criticism.

W ith Special Reference to D ean F arrar’s New Apology.

B y  G.  W.  F O O T E .

Contents:— Introduction—The Bible Canon—The Bible and 
Science —  Miracles and Witchcraft— The Bible and Free- 
thought— Morals and Manners— Political and Social Progress 
— Inspiration—The Testimony of Jesus—The Bible and the 
Church of England—An Oriental Book— Fictitious Supremacy.

“ I have read w ith g r e a t  pleasure yo u r Book op God. Y o u  have 
show n with p erfect clearn ess the absu rd ity  o f  D ean F arrar's  posi
tion. I con gratu late  you  on you r book. It w ill do g r e a t  go od , 
becau se  it is filled w ith the best o f  sen se exp ressed  w ith force and 
b e a u ty ."— Col. R . G. Ingersoll.

“  A  volum e w e  stro n g ly  recom m end....... O u g h t to be in the hands
o f  e v e ry  earn est and sincere inquirer . ''— Reynolds’s  Newspaper.

“ M r. F oote  ta k e s the D ean 's eloquence to p ieces, and grin d s 
the fragm en ts to pow der. H is sty le, a s  a  w hole, is characterised  
by a  m asculine honesty and c lea rn e ss .”— E th ica l World.

“ A  style  a t  once incisive, lo g ica l, and v ivacio u s.........K een
an alysis and som etim es cu ttin g  sa rca sm ....... M ore in teresting than
m ost n ovels .” — Literary Guide.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

A Concise History of Religion. B y  F. J. Gould. 3 vo1s' 
V ol. i., 2s. 6 d .; vol. ii., 3s. 6 d .; vol. iii., 5s.

The First Volume unveils the superstitions o f  savages and primitive man, 
delineates the characteristics o f the religions o f America, Finland, China, E8TP ’ 
Arabia, Chaldzca, Syria, India, Japan, Persia, the Kelts, Greeks, and Ronl^ I 
The Second Volume takes to pieces the whole o f the Old Testament literature, a 
explains the origin o f the various parts. The Third Volume plunges into then? ■ 
difficult historical problems, traces the growth o f the Christian movement, the  ̂
o f Paul and Jesus (with due separation o f the mythical elements), and auora 
Rationalistic analysis o f the whole o f the New Testament books.

Ethics of the Great Religions. B y  C . T . G orham. ,oS 
la rg e  p a g e s, is ., by  post is . 2d.

The Trial of Theism. By G. J. Ho l yo a k e . (The author* 
magnum opus;  only a  few copies in print.) Cloth, 2s. 6d.

The Origin and Nature of Secularism; S h o w in g  that where 
F reeth o u gh t com m only Ends S ecularism  B egin s. B y !'• ■” 
H o l yo a k e . C loth , 2s. 6d.

A Sketch of Morality Independent of Obligation °r 
Sanction. B y M. G uyau . C loth , 3s. 6d.

Modern Rationalism. B ein g  a S k etch  o f  the P rog ress of ^  
R ationalist Spirit in the N ineteenth C entury. B y J°s 
McC abe. C loth, 2s. 6d.

tr C.London : W a tts  &  C o ., 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street,

N o w  R ead y.

Christianity and Agnosticism*
A  Correspondence between

A CLERGYMAN OF THE CHURCH IN SCOTIA^
AND

GEORGE ANDERSON, Agnostic, London.
d is a

T h is C orresp ond en ce w as not intended for publication, an% |c3' 
the m ore in terestin g  on th at accou n t. It arose  out o f  an aN,arJs 
tion by the clergym a n  to Mr. A n derson  for a  subscription 
im proving his church.

Price Sixpence. r ¡g
L o n d o n : W a tts  &  C o ., 17 Johnson’s-court, E .C . ; R. F o u e ’ 

S ton ecu tter-street, E .C .

A SPLENDID PARCEL.
Clearing Out ! Rem ainder of W inter Bedding

ETC.

1 Pair Pure Wool Blankets. 
1 Pair Large Bed Sheets.
1 Beautiful Quilt.
1 Lady’s Umbrella.
1 Pair Lace Curtains.
1 lb. of Free Clothing Tea.
1 White Apron.
1 Flowered Cushion Square.

21/ -
Carriage

Paid.

No One Need Starve. No One Need be out of Wor '̂
idi1*fisfact1,GOTT’S F R E E  CLOTHING T E A  sells like penny cakes, gives sati* 

to every one, and Procures CLOTHING free of cost.

Sold only as an Advertisement. Agents Wanted Every"'

J. W. GOTT, 2 & 4 Union Street, Bradford

Printed and Published by G. W. Fo o te , 28 Stonccuttcr-stroet, London, E.C.


