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That Atheist Shoemaker.

T
NAwe]i@eNan Conference met on Tuesday, after a
SiJre. Urs prayer-meeting @n Meongay. FRotf seven
inenall twenty mfnutes at a stretch, without an
Regt  Or rest and refreshment, the Lord was sup-
Raten O listening attentively to the outpourings

Mtim:. ey call it wrestlings— of relays of Wesleyan
tden /Sts’ although any sensible God would have
~Dle r™ “ve minutes of it, at the outside, as a
this ret-JOm bulk. It seems pretty clear that all
~Nacull'OninS of the Throne of Grace produced no
Pae ps effect. Just what was expected took
wdmin lesldent Macdonald was elected by an over-
Hs it S majority tg succeed President Hughes. Nor
t'HahyransPirerh that tHe Conference was illuminated

A>cRifC. a\*ashes of divine inspiration.
4 tted a dle London Echo on Tuesday evening,

o

Hughes’s

,?hhefst shoe,” akcr;
ast mentioned was

ending with The
H rt?°rary remarked that *

Occasion of a fierce attack uponlhim p
liO Oote. the Freethinking leader, and it b £
,\Nﬁggﬁag@sﬂpe veteran leader of Freetheught; to

°t Mr. Hughes against his vehement

41? &raj.' I'XI°us to revive this old controversy, but
difi -y alv being forced into it in self-defence.
*{l* |Plaé;e of (1’]6 l‘%)\g’& oj T['m,,(,e preteHnucﬁheS S
- p yar>ous parts of the coun . v[r- Ho ypakc.

Passage half suggests e t the critica

_lhe assistance of Mr. ~ lves a very ba<

% it of my attack. But this in' -cai story of a
N'J? ~ronology. Mr. Hughessfar ~ popular
Atheist shoemaker—wh®° '.nkerS) almost
&l\npgongst the London Fre® n before the
HVici Mr- Bradlaugh himself hac  radlaugh had

1 AR etrable y BP%he MEiadnel™, NIS.SEQEY
%J P H%yﬁvﬂt“{e st RagiRVited AR R - common

*n bow he had been misled. Mr.

«, U inz{;rrer’ k°InS tnrougn u point uy
V adfie eVerv . absolute inaccuracy. | declared
°fh,e™ that aPPearance of deliberate falsehood ;
trstory ‘sconVe 1 Mr. Hughes would give the real
'voult] ' aPd Prove the substantial truth of
h:,e°ft,>ubt . °n ef® my mistake and apologise for
1'schallen °n ,b's honor. Mr. Hughes took no

%.| G, Parnphlo™~bur. | therefore published my
N CcJdbis Dn  ,rm>and entitled it A Lie in Five
V QIea,P'°s of hnipidet 9%as very extensively airem—
&l[m anUVtverE sent to Mr. _I.-!.l_J.gh.(?_S.ﬁ“ft_‘_lendS
’\b/SI u-1 was ; B Ee cfl‘lalrmen of his provincial
(i "Qie Is equaniti!-ern» domestic grumblings that
Il 4b0, Andiwi, Nty He saw that something had
» C °fbon” Uld he do? instead of appeal-
M n ‘ul:E Hivil’ Or to & FepreserifdtiMé committee,
B*Q to hold a secret .investi atlon

16:? C rEi X e 35000 Holryedke. hout
V * Hn™"Who iu pther Freethinker, without con-
I KE@iofinterv, challcnged Mr. Hughes's story,
hat& e SWed the persons who were the

email’s information ; and, without
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asking to see a single one of the other persons re-
ferred to in this story, he wrote out a fair and large
certificate of its truth, which was published in the
Methodist Times. Upon that certificate Mr. Hughes
has been relying ever since. But that was not the
end of the matter. Providentially, as the Christians
say, | came into contact with the father, mother, and
brothers of Mr. Hughes’s “ Charles Herbert,” whose
real name was Charles Alfred Gibson. | brought the
father and two brothers up to London, and they declared
from the Hall of Science platform that the deceased
young man was never an Atheist and had never been
a public speaker. | hunted up the landlady of the
house where Mr. Hughes visited him in his last sick-
ness, and she also denied his Atheism and his public
speaking. | hunted up his old fellow workmen in a
boot factory in the Gray’s-Inn-road, and they all laughed
at Mr. Hughes’s story. The Gibson family furnished me
with documents in proof of their narrative, and | pub-
lished all the facts in the Freethinker, giving the real
names of all the persons in Mr. Hughes’s story— names
that he had carefully concealed—and adding dates that
were of the highest importance. Afterwards | published
this exposure in tha form of a pamphlet, of which more
than a hundred thousand copies were circulated. It will
thus be seen that my exposure of Mr. Hughes was not
prior, but subsequent, to Mr. Holyoake’s “ vindication.”
And as Mr. Hughes’s friends are now pretending other-

wise, | am beginning to feel | ought to republish the
exposure.
Mr. Hughes has withdrawn his book. It can no

longer be had for love or money, although it was so
calculated to bring souls to God. I have, therefore,
been inclined to let the matter rest. The substantial
victory was on my side. Not a single Freethinker
accepted Mr. Holyoake’s “vindication” as anything
more than a good turn done to a Christian friend—
at the expense of Secularist friends ; and Mr. Hughes
was clearly ashamed, or afraid, to keep his “ true story ”
in circulation. Nevertheless, he has never retracted it,
never confessed that he was misled by a number of
ardent ladies, and particularly by the clever wife of his
pretended convert, and never acknowledged what a lot
of decoration was added from his own fertile fancy. Mr.
Hughes very sensibly, from his point of view, maintains
a splendid reticence. No doubt he trusts to time, which
buries so many things, to bury this also, and hopes that
eventually its very grave will be forgotten. But his
friends are not all as discreet. They will Kkeep
talking; some of them do so with considerable auda-
city ; and their reckless babble is making it almost
necessary for me to keep the facts of this case before
the public.

A good many Secularists think there is another reason
why that Atheist Shoemaker fraud, and its thorough
exposure, should be held in remembrance. It is a
salient specimen of the unscrupulous tactics of profes-
sional soul-savers, a striking instance of lying for the
glory of God— a vice which has been more systematically
practised by the champions of Christianity than by those
of any other creed on earth. Mr. Hughes himself still
alludes to converted “ infidels,” though he does so now
with cautious vagueness. Perhaps the continued publi-
cation of this exposure will make him still more careful.
It may also check the readiness of orthodox credulity,
and warn the unwary against plausible deceptions, even
when the author of them is “ an eminent minister ” who
is “ entitled to be believed upon his word.” For the
truth is that personal authority is no substitute for

evidence and logic. G- W. Foote.



466

London Christian Missions.

Professing Christians have evidently acquired the art
of begging ; they not only hold bazaars, where things
are often sold for double their value ; they not only
engage the services of Jubilee singers, who work for
pay and not for “the glory of God”; they not only
arrange for the sale of kisses, where the lips of a
charming woman are far more attractive than the love
for Christ, but they issue regular periodicals appealing
for money to be devoted to Christian missions, and
they even send children from door to door to collect
money for this missionary work. Now, there can be
no possible objection to soliciting pecuniary aid for the
purpose of carrying on successful work that administers
to the secular welfare of the people ; but when money is
collected upon the pretence that it will be used for
mundane requirements, and is really spent for alleged
spiritual objects which have proved a failure, then it
appears to us very much like a fraud upon human
benevolence. Besides, the question arises, Why are
there so many poverty-stricken people who require the
so-called charity, and why does not the Lord take care
of hisown ? We are told in the New Testament that
he will do so, but experience has proved the fallacy of
such Christian promises, for it is admitted by the
supposed followers of Christ that, although millions of
pounds have been subscribed for the “ benefit of the
poor,” their social condition is at present most deplor-
able, and their spiritual state is equally as bad.

We have just been reading a very pious paper, the
Record of the Tower Hamlets Mission, which is devoted
to religious work under the guise of social reform, and
its results in East London. Its columns bear ample
testimony to the utter failure of the Christian method of
reforming the community. And no wonder that it is so,
for the leading preachers there put the “saving of the
soul ” above all other considerations. The Record
has an article called “ Prevention is better than Cure,”
wherein reference is made to the destitution, disease,
crime, and misery caused through the drink traffic in
“ Christian England,” and the pious writer adds :
“What can be done to stop this terrible curse ? The
work of rescue has been, and is being, tried ; but for
every one rescued there are hundreds who go under.”
This is a clear admission that the Christian means
employed to rescue the people from the sad effects of
drink have not succeeded. This, to us, is not surprising
when we read in the same article that “ Temperance,
after all, is only a means to an end, and that end the
saving of the soul.” Here is the secret of the non-
success of Christianity as a reforming agency. Its
teachers place the speculations about another world
before the realities of this. We thought the aim of
temperance was to make people sober and healthy in
this life, independent of the “ soul’s” salvation. This
Christian writer should have remembered that if the
principle, that * prevention is better than cure,” had
been adopted in the Garden of Eden, the present
specimens of our “fallen nature” would not have
existed to vex the minds of modern reformers. True,
it might have taken from the “ soul-saviors ” much of
their employment, and thereby have deprived them of
their income ; but that should be of no consideration with
believers in the altruistic principle, of which so many
Christians boast.

The non-success of Christian missions is equally
apparent in what is termed the spiritual field. The
Quiver recently published an article on Christian work
in East London, written by the Bishop of Stepney, in
which he said : “ The habit of church-going or chapel-
going has been almost entirely lost, and it is only after
the most patient efforts on the part of the clergy and
others that it can be brought again into the district.
After sampling on several occasions eighty men out of
different streets taken in turn, | discovered that only
about one in eighty went either to church or chapel,
and, out of a thousand boys of the age of fourteen or
fifteen who were questioned on entering one of our
large boys’ clubs, nine hundred were found to have
‘g. n.’ written after their names, which means ‘goes
nowhere.”” Here the open confession is made that
both from a secular and religious standpoint the gospel
mission has been of little practical use in improving the
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condition of the masses among whom it has been caff
on. It is quite time such sham remedies were dispe .{
with, and the true panacea applied tothe present de'6™,,
social and religious hypocritical state of society
conductors of Christian missions are dishonest, beC»
they know that they are unable to accomplish |
they profess. Of this fact experience bears abu
evidence. g8
Take, for instance, the Mission conducted at the ||
end of London. This mission is declared by its u
organ to be “one of the most gigantic and PO ~
evangelical works for God in the world.” Under ~
circumstances it is natural to expect great result®’”
as we have seen, the very opposite is the case. g%
meetings no intellectual food is offered to the ¢ ~
but, instead, the most silly twaddle is indulged
speakers, and sentiment takes the place of c°.
sense. The Rev. Marcus Rainsford, M.A., 016 Qg {'
principal preachers, extolled the singing of a s /il
which occur these words: “When they meet t’ /s
down the lane, beat him with the gospel cane- ©jji
singing, we are told, brought a young lady to i
for Christ.” The rev. gentleman told a tale ‘pyHlf
man who acknowledged that he had been bene
hearing him preach. When asked in what the ~1
consisted, the young man replied : “Why, y°u* j {jt
am practising shorthand, and you are 3SIC~ON
speaker.” Among many other “ precious tes #
to the power of the gospel” was a young
was an Atheist. It is alleged that “ he had,do "1
to try and further the principles of Atheism» r
he was brought to “ believe in Christ.” N°'V gc™
vantage of this “ precious testimony” wOI\ts of.j
siderably enhanced if the name and addres™ jM

testator had been given. We are told tha pl
“a life of sin and awful blasphemy,” but " ~ p®
the absence of these important details we

doned for doubting the accuracy of the_state , jeX

that we are further told of this Atheist is_tha ~ t
the hall rejoicing,” but what became of him . ~jc”

informed The East-end Mission maybe *
powerful,” but much”
learning that its reports are truthful. 1° 3
men were allowed to “lie for the glory O ,°
we fear that bad habit has not yet diedout- IS
The rev. gentleman was anxious to win tne n

of his audience ; heJUthereforep Hielivery {oMf
follows : “ Some time ago | thought I ni* alVv
honest and intelligent unbeliever who "S-

the Bible and was acquainted with its con c

people talk very loudly about the difficulties if -
some even professing to be anxious to nLj fou"1”™
could but understand, yet they never seek.

man like all the rest. | extracted a prolll

that he would carefully read the Epistle tO™ j
twelve times, and in four weeks come an

dinner with me. On the appointed day .isp0
sharp to time. | asked him if he had kep ~
he began to make excuses about being 5a3f

equivocated generally for not doing so. Jeepm'*
roused me, and | said : ‘As you nhave “%%1’ Yk
promise, you have not won your dinner,

he was not even leading a moral life-’ . abselOt
like to know who this man was. In the gjat® - i

formation upon the subject, we frank > iieV
don’t believe what is here alleged "oefs
rule, are generally familiar with tlie . <at 4

Bible. In fact, it is this knowledge
stances has made them wunbelievers. ,a) t i 1
the rev. gentleman mean by accusing. jes J

with ignorance of the Bible? 1111S * 1]
yet we always thought that we had a %EI&VE’)I
Bible teachings. At any rate, we & J
willing to meet the Rev. Marcus Ba

debate and place our alleged ifme ralfle al,r fT
with his assumed knowledge, and all’® ”ﬁ?‘(\)’n
to judge upon which side is to b '
amount of Bible information.

that all he said about the unbehed,'(’\ (JC)te
refusing him his dinner as By A7 ag

like. The clergyman should remeU n nt|'5
told him to render good for evil, '

did not. o fi»rnrii’e’\’
The fact is that the missionaryentc 1
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the freethinker.

Ta |a”yoad—is a gigantic fraud. As the Rev. Canon
ke rsays: “ It is plain that these futile missions should
h’arde? U5  Po extort from Sunday-school children their
‘e ea Pence for the ostensible object of converting
tre ¢ Or heathen ’ seems to me to be almost a crime—
Ad °P obtaining money under false pretences.”
gredt e " observed, the failure of such missions is as
M, jjOad as it is at home. Canon Taylor quotes
s1°.7?S0n> the well-known African traveller, who
So"yj n many important districts, where the mis-
@s'G have been at work for twenty years, they
dher.rce y number, in honest statistics, twenty sincere
nominef r ~ °fber parts, where large numbers of
hyru , J hristians exist, their religion is discredited
liag among its adherents all the drunkards,
itrotb f- . and unclean livers in the colony.” Would
bodyfr better to have Secular missions to save the
rgtedani* *be niany evils and vices which have origi-
Y- extended in the midst of Christian propaganda?

“ nk so, for even if man has a “ soul,” whatever

¢ hreg[ be- ust be the better if contained in a pure
6 hVBﬂ‘il}l Charles W atts.

Easiest Trade in the World.

An Open Letter to a Friend.

F.Iﬁﬁgra" surprised that, with your keen regard
ar> °n_ i the warld,” and willn your son
Profpreach'n”™  maturity, the question of _his

< Ged ession should be_ now exercising yourm in™

A days of keen, bustling competition, 1 be

St more difficult to fix on a profession

cenvf wbich a fair competence may 1
anc' parental responsibilities an

Lcties

"NV~ TtTerlhowever, the first thing to begone
"PeciiP :ind form some estimate of the you b

V fc- This you have not failed to do, and your
Rara,;.olf)}/our son’s character renders the matter

67,) simple. You tell me that he has good

¢ Physically, ang mentally, aUh»ogh “Ot ~

Fr'%ss, he. possessor of a certain kind of bness
Ns~PAtial critic might call it cunning,. * i
Jhileno. a"ied to plenty of confidence in nn 'thjng.
” Pari;,lRowing a marked capacity for any rjs

%é’fhﬂs”'%ﬁ exhibits e} decided tendency
uh «i1stw Un,\Verse in general. Your own con-
favrcer ,at you fear lie is neither astute eneugh for
C~icL f~al en®ugh for the law, patient enough
if0® S an-oritenousr for titerature, or sufficierflly
' LnHQ_“erver or a reasoner for any branch of
Sy ry ol hose ciscunnstanees X \ep Inat ghink that
r W*r Son hi>\ to p°'nt to the profession that would
© oUrotker nr'yL Make 4 vlergyratl of s There
$ MiMtI's caruSSIOns that would suit a young man
hXeJsuitK;1 rd so well; there are certainly none
j viceej n] better. Qualities that would be of
% vn'tUcies'.j Cre will prove extremely useful here,
i., 1ty Pas«, aat 'veuld spell ruin in other depart-
N SonnsS**" din this one.
I ,O0afe. 1 y°u will allow me to call your
iotMvena ni  sentences from George Eliot:—

vMg/'her tbaa™.'lb moderate intellect, a moral standard
a{fé’@p average, i I@]ﬂgﬁmﬁp
I5;>p efgﬁ@%ﬁ_. .speecr?,w a’tmlpst etc%nrltselgrmw ich,
Shat (' Grand r, 1lrlb or money, lie may most easily
MJee a°sben of Pu“ation in English society ?  Where
rPere ijj 'u learnjn™ediocrity in which a smattering of
M Mg btudeg K. 'yd pass for profound instruction,
accepted as wisdom, bigoted

if rSact;?n>a'ndj 4rfic'al knowledge with the prestige

\N T dity. ullng morale with a high reputation

5SSty €n \vere .

\ * 1/bself aiscnSs\ ? eilius, there would be little or no

.~ 6%  As n.*?future career— the matter would

r:> , he .

' t°r % not a genius, and as you are

bfsif[’IC"ut some ?P>se as much, all that 1 need do
a;;ng n'ylTle of the advantages to be derived
1 *hat;above advice.

s ltTlportant in your son’s case, comes
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the consideration that in the clerical profession the col-
lection or study of facts, or even adherence to them, is re-
duced toaminimum. Thepolitician,thelawyer,thedoctor,
the commercial man, all find the study of facts essential
to their reaching eminence in their respective professions.
The clergyman, on the contrary, has everything essen-
tial settled for him. His beliefs, his prayers, his postures,
are all arranged in advance ; his only task is to commit
them to memory. In other professions a man is tied
down to facts ; the average cleric treats them with a
lofty contempt. The less he knows of a subject, the
more he talks about it. His assurance increases in pro-
portion as his statements defy verification ; and he is
most certain and most dogmatic when expounding the
character of a deity whom he tells you beforehand is in-
comprehensible, or dilating on a future He concerning
the existence of which he cannot produce the slightest
shadow of a spark of evidence, although the genuine-
ness of his belief in its transcendent glories, as compared
with those of earth, is shown by his readiness to stay
here as long as possible, so that he may show others the
way. If ydur son cannot obtain a reputation as a thinker
in other directions, he may easily do so in the pulpit.
Let him acquire the habit of pouring a deluge of words
over a desert of ideas, cultivate a mere nodding acquain-
tance with truth, carefully champion only movements
out of which capital may be made, and his career will be
both a profitable and an easy one. To cry “damn” in
the pulpit will ensure prominent press notices ; he may
gain the reputation of an *“ advanced” thinker by
solemnly hinting that possibly Jonah did not spend his
vacation in the inside of a whale, or that Moses did not
write an account of his own funeral; and he may even
pose as an energetic social reformer on the strength of
inducing the Prince of Wales to abstain from hot rolls
one morning out of seven.

In these democratic days, when not even “ the divinity
that doth hedge a king” is free from unpleasant ques-
tioning, the greater immunity of the clergy from public
criticism is certainly something to be valued. Again |
would invite your attention to the following from George
Eliot:—

“He (the clergyman) has an immense advantage over
all other public speakers. The platform orator is subject
to the criticism of hisses and groans. Counsel for the
plaintiff expects the retort of counsel for the defendant,
liven the scientific or literary lecturer, if he is dull or in-
competent, may see the best part of his audience slip out
one byone. Hut the preacher is completely master of the
situation ; no one may hiss, no one may depart. Like
the writer of imaginary conversations, he may put what
imbecilities he pleases into the mouths of his antago-
nists, and swell with triumph when he has refuted them,
lie may riot in gratuitous assertions, confident that no
man will contradict him ; he may exercise perfect free-
will in logic, and invent illustrative experiences ; he may
give an evangelical edition of history with the inconvenient
facts omitted : all this he may do, certain that those of his
hearers who are not sympathising are not listening.”

The priesthood is thus a profession that almost anyone
may qualify for. Lack of intelligence is no obstacle.
In the whole history of the Christian Churches no man
has ever been turned out for not thinking enough, or for
not thinking accurately. Plenty have been turned out
for thinking too much, and the spectacle of their expul-
sion has apparently had a'salutary effect on those who
were left behind. Minute and searching as the table of
ecclesiastical pains and penalties has been, lack”™ of
thinking has no place in it. And modest as the claims
of the Church has been on the intelligence of its ministers
in the past it bids fair to be still less exacting in the
future. In certain directions, | have read, the War
Office has been obliged to lower its standard of efficiency
owing to the impossibility of getting a sufficient number
of men that were up to the old standard of excellency ;
and, with the intelligence of the nation rapidly drifting in
other directions, it is certain that the Churches will he

compelled to follow the same policy. _

Then again, the profession lias this advantage— bad
times are reduced to a minimum. If Christianity is
booming, the parson is secure ; if it is not, capital may
eilwavs be made out oi attacks Ol infidelity”™and timid
1,,d° credulous “ old ladies of both sexes ' induced to
“ shell out” liberally in defence of the faith. Or even
if there should be a “slump” in parsons, and their
number prove greater than there are churches for them
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to fill, even then the prospect is not so gloomy as it
appears on first glance. There are still left both the home
and foreign mission fields— spheres of operation in
which irretrievable mediocrity is tolerably certain of
success. Very comfortable salaries are received by the
clerical gentlemen who act as secretaries of the foreign
missionary societies. Three secretaries of the London
Missionary Society— all parsons— receive between them
~1,450, besides expenses, and the remainder of such
agencies are equally lavish, or more so, in their pay-
ments.

Or, if foreign missions are not to one’s taste, one can
easily try a mission at home. Here the field of opera-
tion is practically limitless. The number of waifs and
strays created and perpetuated by a Christian society is
as great as the credulity to which missionaries appeal.
And the method of working is so beautifully simple.
You rent a big house— Finsbury Square is a favorite
locality— stick up a sign advertising its missionary
character, fit out a suite of rooms for your own use
(rent, furniture, clothing, annual holiday, etc., coming
out of the expenses of the mission); you live up to
three or four hundred a year, and pose before the
country as a highly benevolent character. Of all pro-
fessions that of a Christian philanthropist is the most
profitable ; it combines the maximum of profit with the
minimum of risk. The capital is found by the public,
the profits are taken by the promoter. A liberal use of
religious phrases disarms all criticism except such as
may be offered by Freethinkers, and their statements
are hardly likely to have much weight with the religious
public.

Of course, there are a certain number of the clergy
who earn but modest incomes ; but it is not clear that
their earnings would have been larger in any other pro-
fession ; and it is certain that the vast majority of the
clergy would receive nothing like their present income
in literature, commerce, or in any of the learned pro-
fessions."™'

There is, indeed, only one objection to the course |
have pointed out. It may be argued that “it is no
light thing to have secured a livelihood on condition of
goingthrough life masked and gagged ; to be compelled,
week after week and year after year, to recite the
symbols of ancient faith, and lift up his voice in the
echoes of old Jiopes, with the blighting thought in his
soul that the faith is a lie....... To read hundreds of times
in a twelvemonth with solemn unction as the inspired
word of the Supreme what to him arc meaningless as
the Abracadabras of the conjurer in a booth ; to go on
to the end of his days administering to simple folk holy
rites of commemoration and solace, when he has in his
mind at each phrase what dupes are these simple folk,
and how wearisomely counterfeit their rites ; and to
know through all that this is to be the one business of
his prostituted life.”t No light business, truly ! and
yet sufficiently bearable, apparently, for many thousands

of our fellow-countrymen. C. Cohen.
What is Religion ?
( Concludedfrom page 433.)

T here is no intelligence without force. There is no

force without matter. Consequently there could not
by any possibility have been any intelligence, any force,
back of matter.

It therefore follows that the supernatural does not,
and cannot, exist. If these four corner-stones are facts,
nature has no master. If matter and force are from and
to eternity, it follows as a necessity that no God exists ;
that no God created or governs the universe ; that no
God exists who answers prayer ; no God who succors
the oppressed ; no God who pities the sufferings of
innocence ; no God who cares for the slaves with scarred
flesh, the mothers robbed of their babes ; no God who
rescues the tortured, and no God that saves a martyr
from the flames. In other words, it proves that man
has never received any help from heaven ; that all the
sacrifices have been in vain, and that all prayers have

* A writer in the Echo of July 11 found, from recently-proved
wills in Somerset House, that 122 clergymen left behind them

2C15.677.9%4¢
t John Money, On Compromise, p. 92.
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died unanswered in the heedless air. 1 do not prctt
to know. | say what I think. I

If matter and force have existed from eternity,d j
follows that all that has been possible has happere
that is possible is happening, and all that will be paS
will happen. - N

In the universe there is no chance, no caprice. ‘J
event has parents. eit

That which has not happened could not. Thepre
is the necessary product of all the past, the nece
cause of all the future.

In theinfinite chainthere is, and there canbe,noo »
no missing link. The form and motion of every Stat'_"jsl
climate of every world, all forms of vegetable an® 2"
life, all instinct, intelligence, and conscience, ah a%,
tions and denials, all vices and virtues, all thong
dreams, all hopes and fears, are necessities,
the Qpuntless things and relations in the universe
have been different.

If matter and force are from eternity, then We\\é/%s
that man had no intelligent creator, that man
a special creation. 1

We now know, if we know anything, thatJ tF
the divine potter, did not mix and mould clay 1 ~
forms of men and women, and then breathe tn
of life into these forms. re fil

We now know that our first parents™ OF tt
foreigners. We know that they were natives
world, produced here, and that their life did n f4
from the breath of any god. We now kn°'~jO0
know anything, that the universe is natural,

an
la

men and women have been naturally produC et£

now know our ancestors, our pedigree. **e

family tree. il [
We have all the links of the chain, twenty

inclusive from moner to man. red ke
We did not get our information from inspire

We have fossil facts and living forms. , d sfl
From the simplest creatures, from bh"d S Jep,

from organisms with one vague want, to ;|1 F)

with a nucleus, to a hollow ball filled with
cup with double walls, to a flat worm, to a ~ asgpt
that begins to breathe, to an organism that n
cord, to alink between the invertebrate to the\ \od
to one that has a cranium—a house for a bra. ifjer "=
with fins, still onward to one with fore and ejjs, tOL
to the reptile mammalia, to the marsupllt O
lemures, dwellers in trees, to the Siml'’
pithecanthropi, and, lastly, to man.
We know the paths that life has travelled- ,
the footsteps of advance. They have been tj
last link has been found. F'or this we are hi ~jg, tr
than to all others, to the greatest of bio’0O* N
Haeckel. ra]( ajg
We now believe that the universe is °at

deny the existence of the supernatural. LJj
F'or thousands of years men and woiiien”

trying to reform the world, They have . ¢ ,

and devils, heavens and hells  they

sacred books, performed miracles, built ¢ Wled

dungeons; they have crowned and unc H» N

and queens ; they have tortured and impj" Ay

alive and burned ; they have preached a‘i™

have tried promises and threats ; they bh 9

pertsiipdpiti; they have preached SM® 1 eOpi-
;\ountles.s ways hav'e endeavored to ,Tia thITNV(rg/&\' iN
temperate, industrious, virtuo
hospitals and asylums, universities

seem to have done their very best

better and happier, and yet they have > "ju te

Why have the reformers failed *1,
Whly. . . opa,a5?<J

gnorance, poverty, and vice are ullijjo  a
world. The gutter is a nursery. 1 * the Q\p
to support themselves, fill the tenemcl °’ jigkt
hovels with children. They depend Ot t
luck, and charity. They arc not
think about consequences, or to_fed L‘?_en, Yf,

the same time, they do not w.!Nt chd
child is a curse—a curse to them 2"
babe,is not welcome, because it lh .jsOns, | f
unwelcome children fill the jails and P ffOlds-

and hospitals, and they crowd the sc- gat 11
rescued by chance or charity, but tic jolls.

failures. They become vicious,
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doldre N an”™ v'°ence>and bequeath their vices to their

ae heM™™'Ils inundation of vice the forces of reform

pOn  ess>and cliarity itself becomes an unconscious
pal, er of crime.

Natrr«r scenis to be the trade-mark of nature. Why ?

dugsnifps 60 destgn, 110 intelligence.  Nature pro-
dec> I0I't purpose, sustains without intention, and

ad fgs J'thout thought. Man has a little intelligence,
cgebi~ Sudt* use it- Intelligence is the only lever

TheO° raisi%r niankind.
te nQyCa question is, Can we prevent the ignorant

childrer™ viclous- from filling the world with their

. can

‘sbh nl? Previent thns Misisoun off ignorance end
ilu"T2ying into the Mississippi of civilisation ?

Resio ./lc world forever remain the victim of ignorant

cre@  €an the world be clvilised to that degree that
W/IQ-ccs w'fi be taken into consideration by all ?

atrrot ,r>n and women have children that they
gtrseo \7\9‘ cage of—children that are burdens and
(L:p) 7 Because they have more passion than

8 Igekey more Passion than conscience, more passion

‘UcannnnOt ref°rm these people with tracts and talk.
ssinj  reform these people with preach and creed.
1 fefokmn | ant*always_has_heen, deaf. These weapons
»gars are substantially useless  Criminals, tramps,
n failures are increasing every day. The

Sion | L Poor-hauses)iandnasyliuwmgvarc crowded.
G er refor_helples.s. Law can punish, but it can
ym criminals nor prevent crime. The tide

nsing. The war that is now being waged
\ frQ he forces of evil is as hopeless as the battle ot
Trer I?s against the darkness of njght.
Jlst s? Is but one hope.  |gRBFance, poverty, and vice
‘Vipc,°P populating the world  Thjs cannot be done
>e? 2ion- ‘This cannot be done by talk or
piivast 0., cannot be done by religion or by law,
Va1 hangman.  This cannot be done by force,
:” RBral.
%; ﬁcakbnplish this there is but one way. Science
the WOman the WiVideij the niigtivess bf hiGW.
C the pyy B>y possible savior of mankind, must put

Vi« of woman to decide for herse
*his =0r will not, become a mother. -phis
S C the solution of the whole questioi. J~*
The babes that are then born
S S J hey will be clasped by glad hands to haPF>

,~n', ?wy will fill homes with light and joy

S th and women who believe that slaves are pure ,
fy h'lu'vied™ 2Cli who believe that fear is a safer guide
Nl ~ecou™ >7Nat only those are really good who
jtOws ‘vhich i| s °f others, and that ignorance is the

"ill, \viti'C Perfcct, perfumed flower of virtue
Protesting hands, hide their shocked

,-C, 11I y'VOmen who think that light t! dangeroug
iS Apb " rhy dwells in darkne», that >t g

I'" tbhemgs to know themselves horrified at
; gf«<ect their well-being, wdl be ‘ofpass.on>
1? 1°f making intelligence the n - jwomen,
r,is> ok forward to the time whenmen a ~ ~ the

C % hef tleir knowledge of conseq perpetuate

o _ _
yul bc n  '"cs>the prison walls will fall, the
Wii0 win Win c,?0"  with light, and the shadow of
bP °c child?0 to Clirse the earth. Poverty and

mC-"orintretched@S" Thc withered hands of want
Isn fiwwin u.«0r alms. They will be dust. The

iSiyl1CU ) ‘’ntelligent, wirtuous, and free, .
tisy “v-ver refgFm WNHHH, Beralivy F@'I@'bn
Aif\i:cf\(lgast bett?r E b
slmg{t FééF, 0 D€ free, to leave the forts and
to stand erect and face thc future
T a *to'1? better ,
S 6\Orij With °.jT1Ve yourself sometimes to ncgli-
S o?r'tati, t° thini* Gant® ~IC blind forces
KV eet, 7ns °f tve (A0 dream; o f@rget the chains

" oun...'- br?athing life, to forget purpose
Chrcehil

m the picture-gallery of the brain.

ehornin'T clasPs and kisses of the past, to
biiek, tp see a”ain the forni5
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faces of the dead, to paint fair pictures for the coming
years, to forget all gods, their promises and threats, to
feel within your veins life’s joyous stream and hear the
martial music, the rhythmic beating of your fearless
heart.

And then to rouse yourself to do all useful things, to
reach with thought and deed the ideal in your brain, to
give your fancies wing, that they, like chemist-bees, may
find art’s nectar in the weeds of common things, to look
with trained and steady eyes for facts, to find the subtle
threads that join the distant with the now, to increase
knowledge, to take burdens from the weak, to develop the
brain, to defend the right, to make a palace for the soul.

This is real religion. This is real worship.

R. G. Ingersoll.

Acid Drops.

T he famous Lille murder seems likely to remain a mystery.
It will be remembered that the body of a murdered boy was
found in the parlor of the Christian Brothers’ school, and that
the circumstances were particularly atrocious. One of the
Brothers, called Flamidien, was arrested. The evidence
against him was that, when confronted with the corpse, he
would not look at it, but kept his head averted and sobbed
convulsively. As this is the only evidence against Brother
Flamidien, he has been discharged. Of course we are all
for justice, even to one of these Brothers. At the same time,
it is most deplorable that the perpetrator of such a horrid and
disgusting crime—whoever he is—should go undetected and
unpunished ; and it is hard not to sympathise with the indig-
nation of the working-classes of Lille, who loudly demand
that the education of children shall be taken out of the hands
of men who, in consequence of their vow of celibacy, are so
liable to become victims of sexual perversion.

Rev. Forbes Phillips, the sensational vicar of Gorleston, has
been preaching against the “ Autocracy of Dissent” and pitch-
ing severely into the high-and-mightiness of leading Dissenters
like Dr. Parker, Dr. Clifford, and President Hughes—the last
of whom is accused of talking as though he almost held the
keys of heaven. All this is very good fun for the Freethinker,
who is naturally charmed to hear the beautiful opinions which
the rival Christian sects hold of each other. We must, how-
ever, incommon fairness, correct Mr. Phillips when lie charges
leading Dissenting members with having “appeared in the
company of Mr. Charles Bradlaugh and men like him” on
the Liberation Society’s platform. They never did so. Mr.
Phillips is entirely misinformed. Dr. Parker and other
“ Liberationists ” would have nothing to do with Mr. Brad-
laugh in connection with the Liberation Society. They said
so, they meant it, and they stuck to it; and Mr. Bradlaugh
was not the man to obtrude himselfwhere he was not desired.
As far as we recollect, he only sat on the Liberation Society’s
platform once in his life. That once was enough—thanks to
the bigoted conduct of the leading Nonconformists.

A sceptic was talking to a parson in a railway carriage.
“ | cannot understand any man being so ridiculous as to deny
that there is a god,” said the sky-pilot. “ It is not so strange,”
replied thc sceptic, “ as to believe in two gods and a ghost.”

The National Protestant League (Nottingham Lodge) has
printed and published at one penny a sermon on “ | he Last
Judgment "—which it calls “ an extraordinary sermon "—
preached by the Rev. Augustine Graham, Redemptorist
Father, at St. Edward’s Roman Catholic Church, Notting-
ham, on Sunday evening, March 12, 1899. According to
this preacher, all men and women who get married at a
Catholic church will go to heaven, and all men and women
who get married at a Protestant church or a registry office
will go to hell. All who go to Mass on Sunday will stand at
last with the sheep—no doubt of that (—while all who never
go to Mass will stand in with the goats. “ Oh,” the preacher
exclaims, “ | think there will bc a lot of people lost!” And
he expressly includes all who eat meat on Friday.

Thc Protestants are quite indignant at this Catholic
preacher. Fancy the cheek of a “ Popish ” priest who
declares (practically) that every Protestant is bound for hell !
But do not the Protestants declare that every Freethinker is
bound for the same place ? And is not thc difference between
Catholic and Protestant bigotry merely one of direction .

The Rev. Donald Gotto, who is not a volunteer, but a paid
soldier of Christ, probably with expectations of promotion and
very little fear of actual danger, preached the other day to thc
Volunteers at Maldon, and in the course of his sermon he
-lid* « It W& not manly to sneer at religion-—that was the
work of a coward.” ¢ beg to differ from this reverend
gentleman. It takes some courage, in a country like this,
even to “ sner at religion. There is social and political
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ostracism to face, and the Blasphemy Laws on top of that,
with the chance of a taste of Christian charity in the form of
imprisonment. Parson Gotto should really be more accurate.
It would do him good—at least, we hope so—to recollect that
this isan age of reporters and newspapers, and that what is
said in a church, where contradiction and criticism are not
allowed, may be published outside and become the subject of
free and open discussion.

New York has a population of about three and one-quarter
millions, of whom about two hundred thousand—or one in
sixteen—attend church. This is worse than London. It is
high time that Jesus Christ arranged for his second advent,
or Christianity will soon have to be advertised for.

The American clergy would dearly like to get rid of Colonel
Ingersoll. He won’t die, he won't get converted, and he
won'’t stop lecturing to crowded houses. One man of God,
Bishop E. B. Kephart, says that Ingersoll ought to be trans-
ported to the Island of Borneo, where the people have no
religion, and left to witness the results of his own theory.
But that is just where Bishop Kephart should go, if he is an
honest Christian. Where the people have no religion is just
the place for him to preach it. Ingersoll’s business is where
the people have a religion. Bishop Kephart must try again.

In 1813 it was provided in Spain that every nun then living
should have a pension for life. Not one of them has died
since. Anyhow, not a single death has been notified by the
Roman Catholic authorities to the government. Consequently
the Minister of Justice has had to kill them all atone fell swoop.
There is not much cruelty in this act, for they only lived on
paper, and he has only killed them with a stroke of the pen.
He has signed a decree that the 1837 pensions shall all cease,
unless the person interested can be proved to be alive.

A Battersea draper, who has a sale “ now proceeding,”
keeps an eye on religious propaganda. On one window he
has pasted the text, “ It is appointed unto men once to die,
but after this the judgment.” Is this a warning to thieves
and pickpockets ?  Or is it a prophetic hint as to the pro-
bable fate of the draper in consequence of that sale ? He will
pardon us for asking. We are a bit puzzled.

The St. George’s (Ramsgate) Parish Magazine for this
month contains the following : “ The Sunday evening con-
gregations on the last two Sundays have been small owing
to the absence of regular members. This does not speak
well for the religion of the absentees. They should at least
attend Evensong, even if they may like to leave church before
the sermon. It is becoming increasingly the fashion to go to
church once only on Sundays. The truly religious are not
content with this.”

The vicar of Ramsgate, like a'good many other vicars, is
evidently becoming alarmed at the decrease in his congrega-
tions. He is, however, not quite up to date as regards the
present fashion, which is not to attend church at all while
there are other and much more attractive means of whiling
away the time. A pleasant walk in a picturesque park, or
by the seashore on a fine Sunday, is much preferable to
sitting out long-winded discourses in a stuffy church. Then
there are some parsons who make it a practice not to let their
congregations out in time to secure a good seat at the band
performances on Sunday evenings.

The Hospital has been discussing the Yankee “ twang,”
which, by the way, is not universal. Take the Ingersoll
family, for instance. The Colonel has very little of it—just
a bit now and then when he talks like an American. Mrs.
Ingersoll has just a piquant dash of it. Mrs. Brown, their
married daughter, has absolutely no trace of it, nor did we
detect itin her husband. Cultured society at Boston eschews
it almost entirely. Many years ago, hearing Wentworth
Higginson speak in London, we noticed how very precise
and absolute he was in his pronunciation, and got a glimpse
of what one of his fellow townsmen meant by saying of a
certain old-country professor, “ He speaks very good English
for an Englishman.”

It is perfectly clear, therefore, that the Yankee “twang” is
not at all due to any peculiarity of the Yankee vocal organs.
Our own explanation of it is as follows. A great many
\ ankeeisms are not really modern, but survivals. * Guess”
is old English, so is “ right here.” Expressions of that kind
were taken over to America by the early English settlers, and
have survived there, though they have nearly died out here.
Now the earliest settlers mostly came from Devonshire and
Cornwall. The Devonshire man took his peculiar “er,”
which is common over all the Eastern States. The Cornish-
man took hisjiabit of singing up to the end of his sentence,
with emphasis on the last word, which also is common in
the Eastern States. No doubt this peculiarity has been
strengthened and prolonged by the assertiveness of a young
and energetic people. But the root of the matter, we believe,
is to be found In the linguistic character of the English that
was first spoken in America,
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Mere *accident,” imitativeness, and habit count ]° J.
much in these matters. What are the racial or cfl
differences between one English county and the nest i
that their native inhabitants talk such different “iaxeir
You hear one dialect in West Yorkshire ; go a mile on”(
East Lancashire, and you hear another. On one side "
river Tamar you hear the Devonshire dialect, and
other side the Cornish. The Devonshire man uses tW
tive case in pronouns, even where he should use the n >
tive ; the Cornishman uses the nominative, even w
should use the objective. The Devonshire man says
gwain ” for “ she 1s going.” The Cornishman says Nijit
a’ we ” for “ go along with us.” Such fashions of SFeE
like fashions in clothes. Nobody knows who sets
they get vogue and continue, and in time they become
a religion.

Reviewing Mr. Tighe Hopkins’s new book, Al Ul
France, the sober Daily News, wl ’ to rbe heat
the Clergy Relief Bill, speaks of /
the grotesque insolence, of the _ Cclaim

guardian and teacher of morals.” DUFiRg the *nd::#@$
it says, filth was common amongst ecclesiastics, an ™ jitf

and secular priests diced, drank, swore, and toughed ~ag
lay rakes.” Every one of them, however, was ca
and anointed of the Holy Ghost.

hollowness,™

“ There is no doubt at all,” says the Hon. John|‘|“| 11
the British Weekly, “that the President [Kruger] 's9 , he$:
religious man. 1 believe that, according to h|SI|gV\L°A$
seeks Divine direction.” But seeking seems 0 be e
and finding another, for Mr. Tudhope himself ag
Alfred Milner,

It is always soothing to our inexpugnable~Sclf'<!/
find that the ideas for which we arc laboring > ;

labored, are gaining ground, and, therefore, h = £x.
feeling of more than ordinary pleasure we note  jp°
Gazette, in its issue of June 17, referring to Palef

Theory of the Universe as being out of date. $

“ God commanded me to do this,” said Bertha
Peterson, who shot John Whibley, shoemaker, a
on February' 5. Dr. Davies, Superintendent °©igering;i
County Asylum, testified that the prisoner wass ~ ~
strong delusions, and held the belief that she ~ \
directly under divine direction..in.m.urdering”~n”"
jury returned a verdict accordingly, anu m ‘gyb\
directed to be detained during her Majesty’s F;®\ Pa
divine commissions are no longer valid " 1S

world. J1
Stephen Sheppard Maguth, clergyman
England and quack doctor, is chargedi# ~
i i1ni*SAL PN ?
& trehisd the iA'EmlSJrh}?& l.(%rboxea% %ygs%rﬁ)en pjt u

a case ofdiphtheri-i~Tin for u,cerated l,iroat;s in*“

»'«ofi4 £

pricher/fhe R~'h H Bald°" M& k fiicd 2 »
text~rorn 'the Bibb thej v m™ ™d a prayer 1 IS
to turn to the r~ i and Just as be was :
flash of lirriw,,- 'orc. a crash of thunder cv.
Pews. Whin almost Winded the occupants
. ,e confusion abated, the
out on the floor-dead! Ewg\%@tt}gite i

thought a little of that intended sermon cFd P
After welcoming Sarah Bernhardt at . jl-spg™ ju
town in..the name of the whole Eng tge® -jN

Marie Corelli opened a Church bazaar “ cdlim gji”
It would have added to the success O\npai‘cll'

brought her old friend Satan along- - Ji
him for exclusively aristocratic circles. Jit, f.

1. m bcaru®WeP'fCj

The Cincograph has been brought J(thewe Jh
Ammergau Passion Play, and the visit. rCs gﬁg ﬁl
Aquarium may now see twenty-five plL  jfnd ¥ i&& if
Jesus Christ, including the Crucifix»® e« uf eF’ tL
been in existence in the first century P , ptinp f
have been actual snap-shots of his tr,' [Qlc, ‘...
resurrection, and ascension. (f)n e Wgﬁ ue"firtﬁfpf
that J. C. came on earth too soon. jjgpc»% is
advent till now, he would liave_1dlfig{lf 1V
of his history. As it is, everything

mystry.”

Darwin destroyed the old _doctrb‘/&
with it the doctrine Of special <a<XISc
been emphasised by Dr.
the. International Confc
Chiswick.  No one, he Femarked, yy'c
between species, genera, or y I
longer “ a sort of sacrosanct thing*
growers were not to be deterred b) *

FI
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D ?es stated that “ Still, to so great an extent was religious

tilai, ce carried, that nurserymen were afraid of exhibiting

u. sas hybrids, and so they introduced plants which they

Cnreared in their own nurseries as having come from the

dfe and other places.” Such is the genial influence of
S°n on the development of science.

T

livay Signal reports an address delivered “ at our

[ ' 11 Exeter llall on Wednesday morning, April 26,

G. H. C. MacGreggyviiutlorwandak toere are so

theh > XE{mé IS the sort of stuff that railway servants
“WeSHlm o}k i T listening to. e Ma Gr@gﬁqr taikes a very
gids - neir intelligence, or perhaps his own intelli-

teniinj.!, hnv to let him take a higher view of theirs. He
Mk « i1, hearers that Jesus Christ was “ King over their
"flss” |,I'e.Intel,ect¥ he said “has to be laid at the feet
n, 1.s.i, Wwr. iMactiregor laid his there, Jesus would
zded how to pick it up. He would have to see it lirst.

tl1B*fere father, mother, wifeT°rchild-Jesus first,” exclaims
dgmn,,..n °f God. This is good advice from a professional
injO™. For when Jesus looks in the man of Ciod looks
1him—and takes the subscription.
'narn"acGreg°r denounced drinking and smoking. “A
Wr,, riiiht,” he said, “ to make a chimney of himselt.
ddit nty he has full right to make a fool of himself. Jesus
oftis Amokc—ho had no chance to ; but he drank the liquor
ije me and country, and even manufactured a lot of wine
iita,; f a marriaee feast iroing. Mr. MacGregor seems 0
4f t ih« his hearers don't read the Bible. Well, perhaps
ut-and that is why they listen to him.

&/Tgeimsljﬂ%P of Bristol receives “disgraceful ” letters and
ifeR Nwert is neasly braken, It Is not quike shaitered,

Iaethriit dare say he will live te a dgﬂeat old age and
o °ugh the needle’s eye afterwards.
Hs ;
ﬂ':a(f M "J'g'and have to keep two Sabbaths, thmr™o  n(er
-e Gentiles ; the first by choice, and the seconu

IC r®;. Many ofthem find this a circles
tJi °f hfe, and a controversy is gO,Egb" . m0inc,de with
tien'n "or tlicy should make” their 'Sab . . . would

W'in0'le Suday- According to the Chief Babb;, u

b sottlefh CslUon tO the word of God todo chiel
H@'R@W'?Q But will it7  Why, gyen the i,

Tg°ritv f lls view of the word of ‘God if he finds

\ lavor of the mooted alteration.

> erir .
%-SD ?d-ian Elder,” writing in the NorthernddVéoe-
uf on the Church clergy who j tO earth.
S S earth on comns at the words W J" water am
Crllurch],‘" ?]e says, I‘dcgin > ”I/ ,ul'jd cons%crate
t tu' ttei
> 5. g countly, land aAnd water. it ntig P oo Ss gooe
ISW . S certainly less weeds and Hustles-

WM@%%G mByLst{ ABoHL the hoh

in whicl

y eror e communion ? Is that any better that
. “Oly earth ?
|6Nh referei

ie« N E{iﬁjal% %an°n Knex hittle’s defitar i Ake Times
Ih A YR 10+ o ~vith the Transvaal® fhe Morrimg
f?ton, mriis i,n 1 ¢ Persistence with which the clerica
Cohiaki acl ° PRut In his word whenever the countrj
S ‘e 17227 bcUveen Justice and violence Is reallj
it thonily? 13  rcmarkable%hou gallant little Radica
ler* Donfl™MOn ant* mii*tarism have always gon(
ni?2ADrdini, i™?,u hnpw it ? Or don’t you like to saj
arrel anil 10 Bible it was religion that prompter
Inu the first murder in the world.

d*

Pf detVeentiipveP IRy¢®, on Sunday at Acton Athlcti
¢ wan. 27 luygoers’ Club eleven and a Lyceun

Ptace u ) @uly -d) another match is announce!
WN 04 WilSb,bei 'Veen™ tlie Playgoers’ Club eleven a.

t, ¢ Lordl°Tycn® this is g most deplorable des
% t'l’&‘ev. Hse-.i.xalf-. What ﬁr%’ lﬁs %ishops &?H@
h ~ ar'e Brince b \fricc Hughes? What is the use c

Bavesialoted , aess Sunday hot roll if crickc
Vu'eRt i, ° thisawfh, 2rc? Something must be done t

ofthe ,ia.great < ijitiUc °f things, or England will sooi

~Nie Iv,ne dispiu.asiWave Or v!s™ed with some otlic
Ys an ¢, ~T-~ .

lejo : u\év)ré??w a ."la.g"iary “ Sell’s_ Directory of Ur

taghes,rjR8rker udossses.” Amonigst them are th

eiSi, Trr‘d‘i’ﬂ; EO]ndO]H."h London,” and “ Rev. Hug

Ui mtin “rute in REFCH 1€ ninvinuum,  shortly do nc
kireg ft\ It® b@n/\%@' The average man Is still to
e g jaa eye 19,a saint and a philosopher in tl
e sun JOUWIll _;u9h the average man eating
SN » v l«w mShTtSsrii'anTm
neer; scr''V i .Civilisation is as yet |litt
“tch I1t, and you soon come to tl
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Man soon shows the savage, too, in his amusements ; and
how easy it is to awaken the old thirst for blood ! For this
reason we are in favor of a more rigorous suppression of all
inhuman sports. We should like to see every Government
stopping such things as the recent fight between a lion and
a bull at Roubaix. It was splendidly arranged and adver-
tised, and an immense crowd of well-dressed people patronised
it, the seats ranging from five shillings to five pounds each.
Every one of the spectators brought his own old inherited
savage to have a treat, and witness a big fight, with the
tearing of flesh, the spurting of blood, and a final death.
Such “sports” demoralise a people, turn their faces back-
wards towards the beast they should be hastening from, and
prepare a rich harvest of brutality in all the fields of life.
Rather than allow such spectacles, it would be better to put
them down with a high hand, even if that necessitated shoot-
ing some of the too eager “ sportsmen.”

Why will the Socialists go on coquetting with Christianity?
They don’t do so on the continent, but they do so very badly
in England, where the average man, even as a Socialist, is
too muddle-headed and inaccessible to ideas. Down at West
Ham, for instance, Councillor Terrett treated an outdoor
audience to a summary of Mr. Keir Hardie’s spirited attack
on Lord Overtoun, the benevolent patron of Christianity in
Glasgow, who subventions churches and preachers out of the
profits of “ sweating.” At the close of his address, however,
Councillor Terrett “ wished to point out that, while attacking
the man, he was not attacking the religion he professed.”
Afterwards, in reply to a question, he said that “ Socialists
did not attack Christianity, because if the principles of
Christianity were applied to the present system there would
be no need for Socialists to denounce it.” All this, of course,
is very shallow to anyone who is in the least degree a thinker.
A French or German Socialist would laugh at it. What are
the principles of Christianity? They only exist as set forth
by the Christian Churches. It is ridiculous to pick out isolated
texts from the New Testament, and hold them up as the
principles of Christianity. Every student of the Bible knows
that there are quite opposite texts in its pages. We to
ask Councillor Terrett whether he is prepared, as a Socialist,
as a citizen, or as a man of common sense, to stand by (say)
the Sermon on the Mount. Is he prepared toadvocate taking
no thought for the morrow, is he ready to preach and practise
universal almsgiving, is lie willing that all men should give
over laboring for the meat that perisheth, is he going to
preach the destruction of capital by laying up no more
treasure on earth? It seems to us that Councillor Terrett,
who calls Lord Overtoun a canting Christian, is himself”
rather liable to the same designation. And there is less
excuse for him, because his canting is so gratuitous. Lord
Overtoun’s canting is at least a business policy. He makes
a pile of money out of it. We don’t say it is honest; we only

say it isn’'t downright silly.

Mr. Bart Kennedy, who Is writing “A Man Adrift” in the
‘«», refers sympathetically to the hospitality of the Indians.
le describes a potlach—a great feast—among the Siwaslies.
"hese “ heathen ” would save up, not to enrich themselves,
ut to give a splendid entertainment to their friends, and
veil to strangers. To give one of these entertainments was
lie great ambition of the Indian’s life. The missionaries are
eferred to as the great drawback to the life there : “ They
eere a lot of loafing hypocrites, who corrupted the Indians,
nd who tried to spring a religion upon them that was not as

ood as their own.”
A great many among those who have never lived in Utah,
nd those who never lived anywhere except In Utah, suppose
lere is a very wide difference in the views and practices of
le Mormon church and those of other churches. Having
ved both in the East and here, we are better prepared to
idge this matter than either of the above-named classes, and
e say without hesitation that they are all chips of the same
lock.” They disagree and quarrel with each other, but it is
> the same thing, and when it comes to an attack upon
nything that savors of free thought, free speech, or free
ction they are all a unit. On one thing particularly they
O agree, and that is on their so-called Sabbath-breaking,
hey each realise that they cannot prosper unless they can
et the people to attend church. They also agree that people
ill not attend church so long as there is a more attractive
lace to go to. They also each fully realise that the Sunday
isort is more attractive than their church services. So they
re united in their efforts to shut up all places of rest and
ecreation on the Sabbath day, to the end that the people
lay be compelled to either stay at home or go to church,
s we write, the Presbyterians, in general assembly, are
rotesting against Sabbath desecration, while the Deseret

— d the M of_ Sdit. Leke Cit I
an e Vayor -llihere was a t%él when ien wer

linst the same thin ; <
iEeIch to 9o to Mgy ef pay a heawy fine. A frec-
iking people made that so unpopuilar that it had to be

fished, but don’t think for one moment that the same con-
Q1 would not obtain again could the churches have their

Remember, too, that when we say churches we mean
churches, for they are all alike in this respect.—Living

tes, Salt Lake City, Utah.
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To the Friends of Freethought.

W ith the death of the late Charles Bradlaugh it may be
said that the “ heroic period” of English Freethought
came to an end. Unless an unforeseen religious re-
action should occur, it is hardly probable that the Free-
thought party will again be the object of such an out-
burst of persecution as that which occasioned Mr.
Bradlaugh’s great parliamentary struggle and my own
imprisonment for “ blasphemy.” From the time w-hen
I became President of the National Secular Society,
after Mr. Bradlaugh’s resignation early in 1890, | have
always seen and felt that the triumphs of Freethought
in the immediate future were to be won in the field of
organisation. It was the recognition of this truth which
prompted me to devise and incorporate the Secular
Society, Limited, which nullifies the worst effects of the
old Blasphemy Laws, and affords full legal security for
the receipt and expenditure of donations or bequests for
Secular purposes. Having accomplished that task, |
turn to a matter of no less importance. What | now
seek to do is to organise our literary propaganda on a
proper and sufficient basis. Hitherto it has been carried
on at haphazard. There has been plenty of enterprise,
but no resources, and the union of the two is requisite
to efficiency.

| propose to start with the Freethinker and the pub-
lishing business connected with it. Both have been
carried on by me for many years without the capital to
develop them. This has entailed great and undue labor
upon me ; and since the loss of my invaluable colleague,
the late J. M. Wheeler, | have found that my increased
editorial work, in addition to lecturing in London and
the provinces, seeing after the publication of books and
pamphlets, and superintending the general affairs of our
party, is really too much for me. Moreover, it prevents
me from giving adequate attention to important matters
which belong to the President’s province. Thus the
vital interests of our movement suffer ; and | believe
the friends of Freethought will sec the advisability of a
speedy alteration of this unsatisfactory state of
things.

The Freethinker more than pays its way, without
advertising or any sort of commercial management ;
and with these advantages it should become a valuable
property. 1 have also a considerable stock of Free-
thought books and pamphlets. They are all saleable,
some quickly, others slowly. This side of the business,
with capital behind it, would be really profitable—com-
mercially, by yielding an excellent return on outlay, and
morally, by multiplying and improving the supply of
Freethought literature to the public. Of course, it is
the Freethinker which carries everything else along,
and the first object should be to extend its circulation.
This can only be done by means of capital. | therefore
propose to form a Limited Liability Company to take
over the Freethinker and my publishing stock at a
valuation ; one half payable in cash, and the other half
in shares bearing no dividend until the other share-
holders receive at least five per cent., after which mine
would rank on a par with other shares. | would also
enter into a contract with the Company to conduct the
Freethinker and supervise the publishing business ; and
should be quite content to let a considerable part of my
remuneration depend upon the Company’s success.

A capital of ~5,000 would enable the Directors to
settle with me and provide ample working capital for
the present. The shares should be £1 each, payable
at intervals during a year, as might be found necessary.
Further capital could be raised as the Companydevelopcd
a profitable business.

i have already rgentioged this matter to some friends,
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and have received several promises of support, on con-
dition that the whole 5,000 shares, or a reasonable
number, are subscribed for, and that not more than
ios. per share be called up in 1899. | now lay ™
matter before the whole Freethought party, as far ash
is represented by the general body of my readers. HIS
my desire to have this Company formed soon, it itis
be formed at all ; and | therefore invite Freethinkers a
over the kingdom, or even in other lands where they ng)
be scattered, to let me know at their earliest convenient
what number of jQi shares they are prepared to take (l
the foregoing conditions.

Those who can take'only a few shares, or even °re
should not hesitate to do so. The larger the number
enlisted in this enterprise the better. It will give then
a tangible interest in our movement, and, to the exh-
of their investment, a certain influence in the conduct
its operations.

Perhaps | may be pardoned for thinking that I ha
some right to expect a handsome response. e
suffered imprisonment for Freethought, | have foup
in the front of its battles, | have been elected year a
year as President of its national organisation. What
am proposing will render my own service more frul
to the cause. But it will do more than this.
place our literary propaganda upon a proper footuV
it will enable us to face well-organised Superstition®
something like terms of equality ; and it will 11"
leading Freethought journal in England, and all
is connected with it, above the accidents of my O™
personality, so that whether | stand or fall, or INe
die, the Flag will be kept flying.

G. W. Foot®

28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C., July 12, i&9

P.S.—The following are the promises of sjipr®
already received, the figure after each name inthca
the number of £1 shares —

Previously acknowledged :—

Mr. George Anderson, 500; A London Friend, 5°P'-ciJi
HoraccS. Seal, 200 ; Mr. Fr. Esseman, 100 ; A Scotch
50; Mr. S. Hartmann, 30; Messrs. John and James McGia ™,
20; Mr. Richard Johr»6on, 20; Mr, C. Girtanncr, 22’ @
T. E. Green, 10 ; Mr. George Dixon, 10; Mr. C. Dayis |,
A Gateshead Friend, 10; Dr. T. R. Allinson, 10; M~ .j\n
Warren, 5; Mr. Joseph Barry, 5; Mr. Jas. Partridge*.5"
A. L. Brame, 5; Mr. S. M. Peacock, 5; Mr. W. H. Sp,v Lyl*
Mr. M. Christopher, 3; Shares to Mr. G. W. Foote t
1,000. Total, 2,500.

This week's acknowledgments :—

Mr. Sydney A. Gimson, 25; Mr. W. Hardakcr, F’' &
Joseph Guy, 15; Mr. B. L. Coleman, 10; Mr. L. Gjellj,’. A
Mr. William Bailey, 10; Mr. Peter Garvie,

Strange, 10; Mr. G. Langridge, to; Mr. Ricliaid G 0
Mr. A B, S; Mr. G. E. Lupton, 5; Mr. J. D. Legist-
Mr. J. H., 5; Mr. T. Ollerenshaw, 3; Dragon, 2w f.

M. Vance, 2; Mr. L. Leggett, 2; Air. R. Alger, 2! 0

Freeman, 2; Mr. T. A. Spivey, 2; Mr. C. Shepherd* ’fin
Harold Elliot, 1; Mr. A. G. Lye, 2; Mr. John Su” ji'l
Mr. John Roberts, 3; Mr. J. Maling, 5; Mrs. Ma'cS'S

Button, 5; Mr. David Mitchell, 5; Mr. Jesse OliverB ~ P

Mr. James Fulton, 10; Mr. H. A. Cumber, 5>1 QIl1
Brammer, 5; Mrs. Nattie Dye, 5; Mr. G. Il., 1; Mr. 1-
1. Total for this week, 220.

Special Postscript. &Sil

A great many Freethinkers who can afford to take s

this Company have not a/et responded to my appca ' qiik'G
beg them, if they intend to do so, to communicate a t
as possible ? 1 am anxious to lose no time, but to  Opc (
Company forthwith, so that operations may begin at QGUt
ing of the winter season in October. And there re- . re|'
to be no difficulty in doing this. Freethinkers sJOgre]\g°a
on the great efforts that are being made by the varl® niotkj\ji
bodies at present, and bestir themselves 'in the PJ twl
their own cause. What is wanted is resources, wit

effort js comparatively fruitless. . Yyr
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Mr. Foote’'s Engagements.

3_?“90~H¥y> July 23, Victoria Park, Freethought Demonstration,

To Correspondents.

e Charles Watts's Lecturing Engagements.—All com-
Uloations for Mr. Charles Watts should be sent to him at
4 Carminia-road, Balham, S.\W. If a reply is required, a
g niped and addressed envelope must be enclosed.
bridge, who will take ten shares in the projected Com-
in'tl! says: ~sincerely hope better fortune will attend you,
the P aPPea*than has hitherto been the case, when through
ea ~reJ N n7er's columns you have done your best to get the
j T'Somg ones to assist in the useful appeals you have made.
Dr yotl every success.”
sut-°N' Thanks. The project will soon be carried through
secCeSSfuly d nil ~o what (hey can. We should much like to
the.‘l)'.%Crous upplications for a share or two from the mass of

rq*AHD Green.— Thanks for your promise of support in the
Jiwegnterprise.
Den Hyde Park, and to have your opinion that these
have°“ttr~t'°ns are  quite the thing to do.” You would not
tra'ry."bothcred us by accosting us thSre. Quite the con-

"'m AOIIN informs us that, after the Freethought Demonstra-
Evid" as over in Regent’s Park, the crowd hooted the Christian
SUarTCe I'ani4 °If the ground in consequence of their black-
kr'.,nlsm’ and three cheers were given for the late Charles
B.-W aU8:h and Secularism.
in ar? obliged for your reference to the famous Paine motto
W&, i. "—?gts ofMan, but it was given in the Freethinker some
T, a&o.
anU ErENshaw.— Pleased to have an application for shares,
like 1. a cPprdial letter, from a veteran friend of Freethought
°cusht 2ulseH’  You say that *“the wealthier Freethinkers
PerCe ,° “West, as there should be every prospect of a good
D jq 0,1 their investment.”
other f -e *ave not the slightest douht that Mr. Edwards and
the sunends of the West London Branch did all they could for
fflag toRSS U'e Hyde Park Demonstration, which, we are
‘tayl  uear, is likely to do the Branch much good. By the
after j.°“r 'otter is dated July 12— Wednesday, and reached us
L S. S\n 'Veet s Freethinker was printed.
Paper. pRS— Your letter is more suited to a Christian Socialist
waxiin .?pCI'D'inkers, as a rule, have little sympathy with the
5 sloth e . S'sf not evil.” It seems to most of them a counsel
ancl cowardice.

'Your card arrived too late for last week’s Frce-
"Write Q , lough the delay may not have been your fault. Kindly
's$teacj 11 your Lecture Notices on a separate slip of paper,

POrp ™ ‘Xing it up in a letter. We are pleased to hear that

much J ranch is making some headway. ” Mimnermus ” is
"IliyT «0,Ing'er man than Mr. Foote.

«~hnZ-Sorr V\i_e are unable to give you the address of any

A PerSon m Dublin.
'.Ak&( ~Nleased to hear of your large meeting' at Kilburn
-1 'O N .
ﬂs m oVeming- Sorry to learn that the Christians are
dll Their power to deprive the Freethinkers of that
.* Schaller is, as you say, a brave and competent
V Chris't,Und may he trusted to do what can be done to defeat
1. “sperfp'f,I tactics. Your own reply to the police-sergeant
u, B cuy just.
"fill 00111— Ifyou read Mr. Foote's Darwin on God (6d.),
‘hat you are in error as to that great man’s
Plural ] ey not say is impossible to account
lifh?nomena except through the agency of God "— or
(q ‘matt It* Someone has been misleading you. You say
mAX/ y°u kCr came Into existence somehow.” Kindly tell us
iitv e than o °w that- With regard to Spiritualism, yve have
Hrestigat “ce offered to form a committee of Freethinkers to
N<TePted ‘ne alleged phenomena ; but our offer has not been

A probably never will be.

~near fCnsib’e latier. All's weH thiat eadsswell. Weare
i>0/\\/,éngs fGr ti ilt you will continue to conduct the Peckham Rye
s that tht'- “arnber\vell Branch “ until the Peckham people

N ley are in a position to keep a Branch going.”

°rdn th inv SSor St- George Mivart did not retract the views
T|% red to a'ls articles on " Happiness in Hell.” He was not
hut,, °rder 1,° so* He was simply ordered to stop writing.
H atnlhe ,, e °heyed, not on the ground that he was wrong,
Rkiy d'e Utarf 'Ind *lat his articles were inopportune. 1lle was

(A(IU an>and'n tbe street calls ” too previous.” Besides, heis
i ssi,g uSt_he Catholic Church never did like to see laymen
“Sion.

M

VA
v
‘fhe' Vin is vArv , '.George Wise has a romantic memory, unless
Wec'fied  , cfcctive. It would be novel information to us

Vi

or'

Dji ,, to say len and where he met Mr. Foote in debate—
or V' set debate, in the proper sense of the word,
“hity S the e jCcas‘ons he has opposed Mr. I'oote for ten

Vy tQa,l°fla lecture, taking advantage of the oppor-
ReAh ByltO all "’ho vvere present

, *ido’ WII° w'll take fice shares in the new Com
H th "tlle bet; r°,w'th full confidence inyou as its promoter

c“tul of tba™a Company will be’better able to deal
Qo'it literatur*~’tbe Fn',thinl:er a"d the publication of
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H. A. Cumber writes: “Your scheme for converting the Free-
thinker, etc., into a Limited Liability Company should meet
with instant, success, even with a prospect of only a small

dividend, or small prospect of dividends at all. 1 will take five
shares on any conditions you like. And if a miracle is not
required, you will make it pay. Upon my word, a man like you,
who has sacrificed ease and pleasure to point out the severe and
unpopular side of truth, ought to be supported. Had you gone
into the commercial world, or a profession, you would be a rich
man. You ought to get 4,000 Freethinkers to take up the
4,000 shares in no time. It is time something was done to
rid you of worrying details.” This correspondent says he
has been living at Southend for six weeks without being able
to get a Freethinker for love or money. At last, however, he
discovered the “ redoubtable Sykes,” of whose shop he gives a
humorous description.

J. Sumner.—Glad to have your best wishes for the new scheme.
There are hundreds who could easily take one share, as well as
scores who could easily take more. Ifall did their share, large
or small, the movement would make far more rapid progress.

J. O. Bates (Gloucester) writes : ” 1 am very pleased to see your
sensible and | might say necessary proposal to form a Limited
Liability Company for the Freethinker, etc. 1 have spent nearly
all my little pile in starting this Vegetarian business, but I will
very gladly take ten shares with you, and | have no doubt that
the whole will be speedily applied for, and more also.”

R. Lawson.—Thanks. See paragraph.

Nattie Dye,who will take five shares in the projected Company,
and actually sends £2 10s. in anticipation, writes : “ I trust the
movement will meet with the success it most certainly deserves.
You ought to be supported in every possible way. What should
we do without you ?”

S. A. S.—Thanks for the cutting. See “ Acid Drops.”

Papers Received.—Der Arme Teufel— Freidenker—Torch of
Reason—Brann’s lconoclast—Two Worlds—Boston Investi-
gator— Blue Grass Blade—Yarmouth Times— Ethical World—
Freethought Magazine— Isle of Man Times— Northern Whig—
Truthseeker (New York)—South London Press—De Vrije
Gedachte—Essex Daily News—West Ham Citizen—Sydney
Bulletin— People’s Newspaper— Progressive Thinker— Sun—
Yarmouth Mercury.

Letters for the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to
28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C.

Lecture Notices must reach 28 Stonecutter-street by first post
Tuesday, or they will not be inserted.

The National Secular Society’'s office is at No. 377 Strand,
London, where all letters should be addressed to Miss Vance.
It being contrary to Post-Office regulations to announce on the
wrapper when the subscription expires, subscribers will receive
the number in a colored wrapper when their subscription is

due.

T he Freethinker will be forwarded direct from the publishing
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid:—One year,
los. 6d.; halfyear, 5s. 3d.; three months, 2s. 8d.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by
marking the passages to which they wish us to call attention.

O rders for literature should be sent to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stone-
cutter-street, E.C.

Scale of Advertisements :— Thirty words, is. 6d.; every suc-
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements :— One inch,
4s. 6d.; halfcolumn, £1 2s. 6d.; column, £2 5s. Special terms
for repetitions.

Sugar Plums.

The third of the Freethought Demonstrations was held on
Sunday afternoon in Regent’s Park. Mr. Wilson’s brake,
which™ formed the platform, was decorated (so to speak)
by several members of the fair sex, including Mrs. Foote and
her three young daughters. Mr. H. Snell acted as chairman,
and made a capital introductory speech, which was evidently
much appreciated. Mr. A. B. Moss followed with an admir-
able address, and then came Mr. Cohen—rather pale after his
recent illness. He delivered a rattling speech, though, and
was warmly applauded. By this time the crowd had grown
to great dimensions, and it went on increasing while Mr.
Foote was on his legs, much to the detriment ctf other meet-
ings in the vicinity. There was an enthusiastic applause
when Mr. Foote concluded, and the N.S.S. party drove off
amidst cheers and the waving of hats.

The Christian Evidence people who follow the N.S.S. brake
about were unable at first to get their conveyance into the
Park, and had to speak from their ordinary platform. But
they got their conveyance in at last by flatly lying to the
superintendent. The lie was worthy of them, and specially
worthy of the particular blackguard who told it. The speakers
on their platform are incapable of anything but scurrilous
personalities, and they are finding that such diet palls on the
least fastidious public. On Sunday afternoon they started
with a good-sized meeting, which dwindled away as the
Secular meeting kept growing, until at last it was a mere
handful.

The fourth of these Freethought Demonstrations will be
held this afternoon (July 23) in Victoria Park, The list of
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speakers includes Mr. Foote, Mr. Cohen, and Mr. Snell, and
there is sure to be a vast audience. But the bigger it is the
better, and to that end we hope the local Freethinkers will
give the utmost possible publicity to the gathering.

Mr. Charles Watts has reprinted the Bible Biographies he
recently contributed to our columns, under the title of Men
After God's Own Heart. The price is twopence, and the
publishers are Watts & Co. We hope this good propa-
gandist pamphlet will be well circulated.

The South Shields Branch goes on picnic to-day to Holy-
well Dene. The party starts from the Ferry at 12.43, and
from North Shields (opposite) at 1. Tickets can be had from
R. Chapman, 30 Madras-street.

The Liverpool Branch’s picnic to Chester on Sunday was
most enjoyable. A few Failsworth friends were at Chester,
and sat down to tea with their Liverpool comrades.

r The East London Branch has an Excursion to Stanford
Rivers on Bank Holiday Sunday, August 6. The trip will
be by four-horse brakes. Tickets are 3s. 6d. each, and there
will be a hot dinner at is. and a tea at 9d., both optional.
They can be obtained from Mr. Haines, 212 Mile End-road,
or at the open-air lectures.

The Yarmouth Mercury gives a long and fair report of what
must have been a most excellent lecture by Mr. Smith in the
local Freethinkers’ Hall. Full of facts and cogent arguments,
it must do good to those who read it—and a great many must
read it who never look at a Freethought paper

The Sunday opening of the Crystal Palace is a step in the
right direction. Sunday music, Sunday concerts, and Sunday
recreation generally, all lead towards the ultimate secularisa-
tion of “the Lord’s Day”—that is to say, the parson’sday. Itis
good to note these signs of progress after the late (successful)
agitation against two Sunday newspapers.

Mr. Joseph Symes’s Liberator does not reach us regularly
from Melbourne. However, it is always welcome when it
arrives. The last number to hand reproduces two of Mr.
Foote’s articles from the Freethinker. Mr. Symes’s own pen
is as active and as bright as ever, but lie does not seem to
have much literary help from others. Of course we shall be
delighted to see him when lie visits England as promised.

Camberwell Vestry has redeemed the tithe rent charges on
the land on which the Vestry Hall, the Art Gallery, and the
Central Library stand, for the sum of .£'42 Mr. A. B. Moss,
who is a member of the Vestry, opposed giving £'42 to the
rector of Camberwell, and his speech is fairly reported in the
South L.ondon Press.

London Freethinkers should make a note of Sunday,
August 27. On that day their annual excursion takes place
under the auspices of the N.S.S. Executive. A special train
will run from London Bridge and Victoria to Littlchampton,
returning late in the evening, after allowing a full day at the
seaside. And the tickets arc only 3s. each for adults and
is. 6d. for children. Given fine weather, and it is sure to be
a most enjoyable trip. Mr. Foote, Mr. Watts, Mr. Cohen,
and other-well-known Secularists, intend to join the excursion.
It is to be a sort of big family party.

“ Is that God’s ribbon in the sky
To tie the worlds together ?”

A sweet child asked

On seeing nature’s rainbow belt
Worn after rainy weather,

“ Or is it some of heaven’s light
A-pecking through the floor

Or at the open door ;

I wish | knew,

Don't you ?”

She paused a moment,
Wondered, thought;
Then, with a long-drawn sigh,
Was heard the old, old cry :
“ | wish God told us more,
Don’t you ?”
—lloston Transcript.

According to Mr. Augustus J. C. Hare, who has been in-
terviewed by Mr. Blatinvayt for Great Thoughts, Mr. Glad-
stone was a great disbeliever in Cardinal Manning. He said
he knew for a fact that Pope Pius IX. was against declaring
the doctrine of personal infallibility, but Manning fell at his
feet and implored him to do it, and sorely against his will lie
consented. This is a very curious story.
thought that Manning had an idea of being Pope himself
some_ day, and wanted to have that personal infallibility
doctrine ready-made for his own use.
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The Alleged Conquest of Canaan.

During the long Egyptian domination of Syria and
Palestine, extending over a period of not less than
four hundred years (b.c. 1630-1200), the Israelites, as
has been shown, had not conquered and taken posses-
sion of Canaan, though, according to the Bible chrono-
logy, they entered that country and exterminated the
original inhabitants in b.c. 1603 and in b.c. 1457;
Hence, assuming that the Hebrews were a great an«
warlike nation, as represented in the book of Joshua»
and that they did at some time achieve the conqueS
of Palestine, as therein described, they could not hav
appeared in the land until after 1200 b.c. Such a I«
occupation of the country would, however, flatlyc*Hk
tradict the events recorded in Bible “ history”;
would curtail every reign, judgeship, or other period ~
time mentioned in the Old Testament, and would pr®
all the inspired statements respecting such periods to
grossly exaggerated, if not altogether fictitious.

But the difficulties connected with the Egyptian sue.
ainty of Palestine would not even then be reconcu? .
If the Israelites Entered Canaan after the EgyPj®
monarchs found themselves unable to maintain o
dominion over that country (say, in 1100 B.c.), sUCI1
late arrival would, no doubt, explain both the $ .
mention of the Hebrew tribes by the Egyptian I'l
and the silence of the books of Joshua and JudgeS
specting the Egyptian domination. But—and this 1.(
most important point— we should expect to hear
Egyptian rule in Palestine in the days of'Abr«’?*»
Isaac, and Jacob, who are stated to have resided U’
land for 215 years prior to the sojourning in
Supposing the history of these patriarchs to be trvie,
or other, if not all three, would be in Canaan
several of the long and sanguinary wars which R& A,
cally devastated that country, and they must have su* ~jdi
like the other inhabitants, from the lawlessness ' »
invariably attended such conflicts. There is, ho"
not a single word in the Hebrew records concern’l» fC
of these invasions. On the contrary, the land is
sented as perfectly peaceful, and very thinly P\Liiil
durimy the whole of thisiyperiod. Abraham, IsHilC
Jacob lived in complete security, and led about
flocks and herds from one part of the country to «
without the smallest interference from anyO’l«<
one, apparently, owned the extensive pasture lanj
these patriarchs freely appropriated ; in fact,
scattered inhabitants were rather afraid of tl,c pro |
otherwise. This description of the country tS
by the Egyptian monuments to be in complete
with what is known to have been its actual con<Uf &l

We do hear, it is true, of one invasion ; but not

far

‘

Egyptian monarch—and this fact, considered “ol
score of others of a similar character, stamp” t
history in Genesis as fictitious. We are

joo9

that the kings of Sodom, Gomorrah, Adk4in;
and Zoar had for twelve years served Chedorlaoin”pvj
of Islam, and, upon their revolting from his «
that Chedorlaomer came to Canaan, and elc‘eil

in a battle near the Dead Sea, after which '« Pz,
with much spoil and many prisoners, amo”» "t
being Abraham’s nephew, Lot. Now, apart . g I,
fact that we have overwhelming evidence pl'-/ypt,
Canaan in these ear y'ﬁmES'wa'S"'su et

find upon looking,at the map that Babylonig fgelt
ated from Palestine by five hundred miles m ~. r|<vy
that Elam, the kingdom.said to belong to Ch« ™

was on the further side of Babylonia

simply ridiculous, then, to suppose that the ’
country so distant as Elam could have, an® L FP«y.

suzerainty over cities in the south of lac |
were by comparison next door to Egypt- u<hL!™
further, that the kings of Elam had quite cn
to protect themselves from their powerl” .
the Assyrians and Babylonians, whose territo’ n
completely blocked the way to Canaan. , o(tPNil'
But, notwithstanding the a” —  ‘“-onciltl the,
: rm- 1'1J
by the Israelites under Josh that V ,
itself that it was never conquered at "Ul" ¢y ‘B
way represented. According to the most ieCa|L.i™
records, “ thechildrenof Israel dweltamong, ,ft

....... and they took their daughters to be
gave their own daughters to their sons, a
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gods (Judges iii. 5-6). The account of the conquest of
anaan in the book of Joshua is a much later composi-
tal', and is, on the face of it, fictitious. This is con-
j~ d Dby the following statements in the first chapter of

¥ 19—The men of Judah “could not drive out the

inhabitants of the valley” in the district allotted to them
because they had chariots of iron.”

.’ 2li—" And the children of Benjamin did not drive out
he Jebusites that inhabited Jerusalem ; but the Jebusites

uivelt with the children of Benjamin in Jerusalem, unto

this day.’
. ' 27—" And Manasseh did not "drive out the inhabi-
ants of Beth-shean and her towns, nor of Taanach and
,.er towns, nor the inhabitants of Dor and her towns, nor
le inhabitants of Ibleam and her towns, nor the inhabi-
ants of Megiddo and her towns; but the Canaanitcs
Would dwell in that land.”
29—*“ And Ephraim drave not out the Canaanites
1 at dwelt in_Gezer; but the Canaanites dwelt in Gezer
among them.”

‘s 3°,.—*“Zcbulun drave not out the inhabitants of Kitron,

r the inhabitants of Nahalol; but the Canaanites dwelt
among them.”

al. 31-32.— Asher drave not out the inhabitants of
of a 10r Me inhabitants of Zidon, nor of Ahlab, nor
but i 4b’ nor hfelbah, nor of Aphek, nor of Rehob ;
h ie e Asherites dwelt among the Canaanites, the in-

ants of the land.”

33— Naphtali drave not out the inhabitants of
lie fiSlemesh, nor the inhabitants of Beth-anoth ; but
JanjWelt among the Canaanites, the inhabitants of the

Da 34-35—"“ And the Amorites forced the children of
tilel "a° ~Mc bill country; for they would not suffer
Wonn t0 come down to the valley; but the Amorites
Sha~.dwell in Mount Heres, In Aijalon, and in

after thUa xv** 16 the men of Ephraim and Manasseh,
the la '? abeged conquest of Canaan and the division of
>are represented as saying —

CanannUhill country is not enough for us; and all the

that dwell in the land of the valley have

her /’ts °t iron, both they that are in Beth-shean and
It\jj w,Sand they who are in the valley of Jezrcel.”

trbes ~JIUs be seen that at least eight of the Hebrew
SUPPo.se™C bying among the Canaanites whom they are
AntionC to have exterminated. Also, among the cities
~hach ‘inhabited by those people are Jerusalem,
'ahed , r>Megiddo, Gezer, and Aphek, which are
jJSated ? *le bst in Joshua xii. as having been sub-
NeenThb the Israelites some time before. Reading
'Writes 1 1 *nes>we that the Canaanites and
Cusitry <le, possession of the greater part of the
e~ht tnCtiding the plains and valleys and the most
... v dis,!'Tns' amd* that they were too strong to be
Mghal P°sse_ssed. The presence of s6 many of the
S 16 exni'L lllhitants in Canaan called, of course, for
itexPlanat'on, and this the editors who revised the
'S Rap poks irfye taxed their ingenuity to supply.
irerel0ns were left, we are told, “to prove Israel,

\% |'f-ﬂ’5y will keep the way of the Lord to walk
pc’re\vs 1 afso to be “ as thorns in the sides” of the
Vm these ovH  their g°ds to be a snare unto them.”
th Rout %’{/)i(ﬁg_llg?ﬂt reasons “the Lord _Ieft thosg nations,
formilllo the'f thfm out hastily Neither delivered he
L not evn ,Jland of Joshua.” AsHefiner good reason
th/ites J* \n8 the Canaanites was “to teach the
"witbr I .Qud”™es “«3. = 23; 4% %) -|r,huu’? did

Ifr7 his chnt *S Usual loving kindness leave enemies to

CaS WeS .f°wn, now, to an undoubtedly historical

A 9an . hall giet yome idea of the peoples inMDHiIHE
AYyS.: I

'y§a>8arﬁ1P‘§/8 year 676 b.c. Esarhaddon, king of

S a byV ° ZIxdestine and held a levee which was

S a 6 include(Muty'two kings of Syria and Cyprus,

iiltro n: TW , ¢ kings of the following localities 1

AGbal°’ \ I-dom, Moab, Gaza, Askelon,

\e haVe't' rvad, Samaria, Ammon, and Ashdod.

'ed authO'- Ve ‘“dependent sovereigns who each

't ors. 1jlity ov-er a certain district in Palestine or

“I>c/'ld Saiii Sextcnt of the territories belonging to
'tkd c°l'rso  nrid (which represent the Israelites) is
'h0ieOrh covjid fecwrdud ; but it is obvious that neither
ry fi \ °rm.more than a small portion of the
fhA™Db 'H no doubt, was the case from the

st°ry of
Hebrew tribes coming from Egypt,
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passing through the Red Sea, wandering for forty years
in the wilderness, miraculously crossing the Jordan,
fighting against and defeating thirty-one kings, and
then taking possession of the land—this story must be
set down as a Jewish fabrication. The Israelites did, it
is true, suffer four hundred years of oppression ; but
this was in Canaan, not in Egypt. Looking at all the
evidence, the fact forces itself upon us that the majority
of the Hebrew tribes formed part of the inhabitants of
the land during the whole period of the Egyptian domi-
nation. But, it may be asked, how comes it that the
Egyptian conquerors make no mention of them in any
of their inscriptions ? and how comes it, also, that the
writers of the Hebrew historical books appear to know
nothing of the Egyptian invaders? The first omission
is easily accounted for ; the tribes had not in the days
of the Egyptian suzerainty assumed the name of Israelites
or Hebrews, and they were, besides, but a number of
insignificant shepherds. The tradition of their taking
the name of “ Israel ” is preserved in their writings ; but
the event is antedated and ascribed toa mythical ancestor,
Jacob. We have two versions of this story, each inde-
pendent of, and flatly contradicting, the other.

As regards the complete silence of the Hebrew writers
respecting the Egyptians, it would appear that, in the
first place, no records were kept of this period. The
historical books of the Old Testament were, we know,
compiled from more ancient writings composed by men
invarious reigns who called themselves seers or prophets.
Thus we read, for example :—

“ Now the acts of David the king, first and last, behold
they are written in the History of Samuel the seer, and in
the History of Nathan the prophet, and in the History of
Gad the seer” (1 Chronicles xxix. 29).

The “histories” here mentioned have not been preserved;
probably they have, for obvious reasons, been carefully
destroyed. At any rate, Samuel, Nathan, and Gad are
the earliest Hebrew writers of whom mention is made,
and they lived at a comparatively late period. The books
attributed to Moses were compiled many centuries after
their time. In the next place, it appears tolerably certain
that no written Hebrew language existed in Canaan in
such early times. We know that about 1450 b.c. the
Babylonian system of writing was employed in that
country for letters and despatches. The monument of
Mesha (viz., the Moabite Stone), about 850 b.c., is the
earliest example we have of a narrative in Phoenician or
old Hebrew characters, though it may, perhaps, be con-
ceded that this system came into use as early as the time
of Samuel, two centuries prior to the date mentioned.

The oldest document in the Bible is the Song of
Deborah (Judges v.). In this song are named the
Hebrew tribes who did, or did not, come to battle for
Yahveh. These tribes are given as follows :—

“QOut of Ephraim came down they rvhose root is in
Amalek ; after thee, Benjamin, among thy peoples ; out
of Machir came down governors......And the princes of
Issachar were with Deborah...... By the watercourses of
Reuben there were great resolves of heart...... Gilead abode
beyond Jordan ; and Dan, why did be remain in ships?
Asher sat still at the haven of the sea......Zebulun was a
people that jeoparded their lives uiUo die death, and
Naphtali, upon the high places of the field” (verses 14-18).

According to this ancient song, the tribes that took the
name of “ Israel ” were Ephraim, Benjamin, Manasseh
(viz., Machir and Gilead), Issachar, Reuben, Dan, Asher,
Zebulun, and Naphtali. These were evidently ancient
inhabitants of the land. There can be little doubt that
itwas the intention of the composer of the song to name
all the Israelitish tribes; yet Judah, Levi, Simeon, and
Gad seem to be unknown. I he first three had not yet
appeared, though it is doubtful whether Simeon was
ever a tribe at all. As to the fourth, Mesha tells us in
his inscription that “ the men of Gad lived in the land of
Ataroth from of old ” the locality named being on the
borders of Moab. And, since the name “ Gad” was
identical with that of the Canaanitish god of “ fortune,”
there can be no doubt that the men of this tribe belonged
to the original inhabitants of the land. Even according
to the Bible itself the name Gad was connected with the
land of Moab before the Israelites are said to have
entered Canaan. In Numbers xxxiii., among the list of
stopping-places in the neighborhood of Moab, we read :-~

“ And they journeyed from Oboth, and pitched in lye-
abarim, in the border of Moab. And they journeyed from
Jyim, and pitched in D ibon-gad" (verses 44, 45).
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Mesha in his inscription calls himself a Dibonite—a
native of the city of Dibon. The resting-place of the
Israelites would thus be “ Dibon of Gad,” or “ Dibon in
the territory of Gad "— the latter being a Canaanitish
tribe.

The story of the Hebrew tribes being descended from
twelve sons of one man, Jacob, can easily be shown
to be a Bible fiction. Abracadabra.

( To be concluded. )

Ingersoll on Cadile.

Richard Carlile was perfectly honest, and incapable
of feeling afraid. He knew what he wanted to do, and
he aimed at the centre of the target. He felt that he
had a right to publish and sell the books and pamphlets
that he believed would educate and elevate the people.
He sold Paine’'s Age of Reason. He was arrested,
indicted for libel, and tried.

He defended himself. He was charged with having
published and sold a book in which it was stated that
the Bible was filled with mistakes, contradictions, and
immoralities.

Carlile offered to prove that the assertion was true.
The judge would not allow him to show that the Bible
contained mistakes or contradictions. According to
English law, the Bible was inspired—and for that
reason the defendant could not be allowed to show that
it contained mistakes and contradictions.

Of course, with this ruling, there could be no defence,
except to say that he had not sold the book. Carlile
admitted that he had sold it, and that the book told the
truth about the Bible.

Of course he was found guilty, and sent to prison for
three years.

But he kept right on with his work. His wife took
his place in the shop, and the Age ofRReason was still
sold. So, while in jail, he continued to publish his
paper called the Republican. Then his wife was
arrested, tried, and sent to prison. Another woman
took the shop, and the sales went on as before.

Poor Carlile was in prison, | think, for about nine
years in all ; but he never surrendered. He never
apologised, never begged for mercy, never kneeled or
knuckled. He faced the government— one man against
a nation—stood his ground until he was victorious.
His daughter has written the story of this battle, and
her book is called The Battle of the Press. Everyone
who feels an interest in liberty, who feels grateful to a
hero who fought and suffered for freedom, should read
this book. Richard Carlilc was a hero— one of the best
and bravest of men— one who fought and suffered for the
civilisation of mankind.

His daughter— Mrs. Campbell— has told the story of
her great father’s life modestly and well. She has told
the facts. That is enough. When | read her book, I
said to myself: What hypocrites were in the pulpit ;
what beasts were on the bench ; what cruel wretches
were the King’s ministers in Carlile’s day ! It is
enough to make one ashamed of the human race. And
yet the story of Richard Carlile— of his courage, of his
devotion to a great cause, is enough to make us proud
of our blood. R. G. Ingersoll.

— Freethought Magazine (Chicago).

A new edition of the autobiography of George Muller, of
Bristol, has been published. We do not know precisely bow
many editions have been printed ; but very many thousands are
in circulation. Every boy and girl used to have a copy given to
them on leaving the Ashley Downs Orphanage, and the book
always sold freely. This factor for publicity lias invariably
been ignored by the credulous people who still believe in
answer to prayer.

The Birkenhead Free Library Committee draw the line at
Bradlaugh. They decline to .have his Freethought writings
on their shelves, and Mr. T. R. Waring, in the Birkenhead
News, calls them “arrogant bigots.” Would it not have
sufficed to call them *“ Christians”? It is shorter, and it
means pretty much the same thing.

THE FREETHINKER.

July 23, 189g.

A Legend of Nain.

T he fiery splendor of the setting sun
With flaming crimson floods the walls of Nain.
Eastward the lengthening shadows weirdly run,
As heralding the night’s abysmal reign.

The darkening air is thrilled with sounds of woe
From yon advancing mournful multitude ;

They rend their hair in vain lament, and, lo,
Within their midst a bier uncouth and rude.

But hither cometh one of kingly mien,
Around whose holy head a glory glows

Shapen as cyclic porcelain, white and clean,
Wherefrom the famished soothe their gastric throe «

To him a frenzied woman speaketh thus —
“ O thou who dost incorporate within
That finite form the Infinite, on us
Have pity, O thou Fruit of Mary’s sin !

“ Lo, at the Feast Leguminous, my son,
Mine only son—a widow, lord, am I—
Joined in the jocund sport, and surely none

More blithe than he, the apple of mine eye.

“ But, like the lily smitten ere its prime,
Sudden amid the merriment drooped lie ;
This noon he lived and loved ; at eventime
Behold, ’tis thus we bring him, lord, to thee.'

O, tenderly the Savior bends his gaze

On that recumbent form, that marble face !
Then looks around as if in great amaze

That faith like theirs abounds in such a place.

Thrice lie exacerbates, as if in doubt,
The roots of his zingiberaceous locks ;
Thrice digitally reeves those whiskers out
Rubescent as the root that glads the ox :

Three times he snuffs the circumambient air,
Then eyes the crowd in supplication sunk,
And answers thus that interceding prayer :

r
“ Be comforted. He is not dead, buk—dﬁugk’l
X-Rirtual»

Lest We Forget.

"1f we live thus tamely,
To be thus jaded by a piece of scarlet,
Farewell nobility.”— Shakespeare.

“ Clericalism, it is the enemy.”— Gambetta.

Few have studied phrenology, and therefore can[fpt’\
where the bump of credulity is situated ; but 0
suspect that it is strongly developed in a great U <
human heads. On no other principle can one I
the fact that many are being captivated and ensnar?d-as_
syren-song that Blerfcalism is not how what it once " ]}M
it is wholly altered in its features. TRat Cleitaftiam o
that it has been, checked and limited by the P"\%JSLF[
external circumstances, is undoubted ; but prjcst™ oC
changed and unchangeable in its spirit and PujTn {0&
wants only the opportunity and the power to afk ;i
those fetters which shall rcchain the minds of ' .
bonds of a silly superstition and damnable desp®
the Church of Christ the progress of man IS.. jts,
Under the glamor of the Gregorian chants, wax yj b™'L,
beautiful vestments, is a despotism nonetheless rcj cSpotAly
thatched by ecclesiastical stage-properties. Such ~ Jidt it
meekly accepted by millions of Christians, can'10 ( jec/NL,
regarded, especially when the average worships
profanity to call an ape an ape, if it but wear a cR ™11
The *“ Established ” Church, far less intolera cf.
Catholic Church, and intellectually miles above & Ljerii,
formist body, is still as hostile as ever to all gpats
pulses. Moreover, the introduction of the Ch
ment Bill, now before Parliament, shows c calQustOr
“ strongest government of modern times ” is anx (e
the clerics for their support in the past. LA f AT
The “ Established” Church has not entitled fthcfiil|

respect of Rationalists. A glance at the conduc j|ity Li;»L
spiritual is sufficient to rouse the lasting 1 j Chr
liberal-minded men. Here are a few sample- .
ethics in practice M Pjti
Some Votes ofthe Right Reverend I<\ithcrs-in-("*  rfiO

of Lords, with date and number of the Batei ji!
against the Bill. ., humsKiv*
Shop-Lifting Bill.—To abolish capita'” (ivc sh
stealing from shops property of value oY
3g‘#S

(1810); 7, .
National Education Bill.—To authorise

provide schools, where wanted, out of rates \ , 2%
Roman Catholics’ Disabilities Bill (i°2 >~
Reform Bill (1831); 21.

Reform Bill (1832); 15.
Jewish Disabilities Repeal Bill (i«33>>

,0.



Y 23> Isog>

Admission of Dissenters to Universities (1834); 22.
,. niyersitv T ests Abolition Bilt.—T0 remove restrictions
... debarred Nonconformists from privileges of Uni-

versities 8867) ;4
wh' riversity T ests Abolition Bill.—T o remove restrictions
Y debarred Nonconformists from privileges of Uni-
_TurViI8e9)’ k . .
Q. “ Drial's*Question.—Motion to permit in churchyards
a ,, n?tlan and orderly” funeral services other than that of
~urch of England (1876); 16.
[ThA  3VGE W|T|l Deceased W ife’s Sister Bill (1883); 22
of'5. 1 hasinvariably been opposed with the noble firmness

C ~  esemodern successors of the Apostles.1
PiegpA BTV t? Animals’ Acts Amendment Bitl.— To abolish
tooh 11 s 10?nii (1883). None of their lordships spoke or
note 1 the division. Humanitarian League please

anl / -° render marriage lawfully contracted between a than
Kinrl]W'kttased "wife's sister in the Colonies valid in Uniied
IUv * 9. including the arch-humbugs of Canter-
al Vork.
sh°pLpS 10R Sliop Assistants’ Bill.— Providing that every
seats'’hd ,er.w'10 employed lady assistants should give them
of one lInd "N EOURIRY ARd ih SHW-1domS in the proportion
U *r ev?rv ri'-0 assistants (1899). This simple
ere~ °; humanity did not interest the Bishops. They
Mr rreP,cu°us by their absence,
of LOrj a'ne may well thank *“ Gawi

that we have a House
Mimnermus.

The Man Behind the Plough.
“Yres |
Adfoip §na I°t to say about the man behind the gun,

1 "onS] SPraised him highly for the noble work he A
aMﬁ i, h°f honor for the land where men are free,
s {

gt &R¥ the Spaniards kitin' back acFossthe sea ;

hiergsan 1 da-' S'ory>had his little spree, and now
" r to be mentioned—the man behind the plough.
N'1Wari"s a wender, and an army’s mighty grand,
I"erel. *hsa perfession only heroes understand ;
laL™"'mg sort of thrillin’ in a llag that’s wavin’ high,
Iby;
. -—... vi uim uiv iiguuii j UUUC) ow/iildIOVV
re still dependin’ on the man behind the plough.
hie the glories of the man behind the gun,

®"orl(j ] sare full of stories of the wonders he has done ;
alMk ti,a.las been made over by the fearless ones who fight;

W'Mn; "' Use™ to be in darkness they have opened to the
"'nlers snarl the soldier had to settle up the row,
Poligh eaven't time fer thinkin’ of the man behind the
1~ 4

In, pﬂhg %’gf’? aé]adkfmmm of am almy o panade,

rkness that the smoke of battle made ;
i!/“-_;PaIa,. " here jewels glitter and the shoutin’ men debate,
O vg n ees where rulers deal out h%nors éo the great :
rta ' SIn?* ’ oin’ busines now
\\e>ea buiij.
\eleawin™", mighty cities, and we’re gainin’ lofty heights :
ry? a sho<?- | ts of glory, and we’re settin’ thing to rights ;
ruty m all creation how the world’s affairs should
O™"men’'Mr,
~ho'. y’'Hovert Z0’nwender at the things that we have done,
> S¥le WhOK °© * the feller—just the same as we do now—
‘Ohlo ugh. Gconcarn’s foundation—that’s the man behind

wﬂP A%ins.

T. Kiser.

Correspondence.

N Ristunity and buddhism.
X 0 Tiie . ) ,
SUSS,, WV lett editor of " the ifxeethinker.
ij © Usserter of JUIC 24 | asked for proof of “ Mim-
L. sm T i c°ncerning Christianity’s indebtedness
IS pripe 1t iSD 1ast week’s issue he again refers to the
Tla! 'V he if* .acking in this one essential. To elicit

“

n
10

Tha-Ciimilnrit,  13our ki”d permission, show—_
S0 inn “SSgNiS  are mecessaily equivalkents of deriwation.,
3I);Eju i {Lenceil Was the vtd media by which Christianity
era

‘”tfﬂ%é'féianh a knowledge of Buddhistic philo-

n tU ,cct to its incorporation by the early
i f ndrl-il'Nic;cnt evidence to warrant the conclusion
;V > m it;oHh0019 " ere affected by Buddhism, and

£ > e isand/‘l ‘o Christianity. o .
°ctrin  perioj- .j"cntion in * renowned Christian writers

S the BuUJia*CS ,n‘nc”™ eithcr Ikc Pcrson or
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It is the veriest assumption that, apart from the Crucifixion
and Atonement, there are no other differentia. The eschato-
logy of the two systems most markedly reveals these dissimi-
larities, to specify but one instance. . H. Howard.

Profane Jokes.

T he man who had his coffin painted a fiery red, and kept it
for two whole years at his front door, had evidently a very
clear idea of where he was going when he had departed from
this world. He is not the only man, however, who kept
Hades in view so continually. It isrelated of the late Marquess
of Anglesey that when he married and settled down in life the
many sins of his past youth troubled him not a little. There
was a slight fire at the castle one night, and orders were
afterwards given that hand grenades should be placed in every
room, which were faithfully carried out. Some dozens of
these fire-extinguishers were left over, however, there being
no place for them, and the butler approached his master as to
their destination. “ You'd better put them in my coffin,”
replied his lordship gravely.

“ I say, there,” he asked, as he stood in the streets of New
York for the first time and watched two sisters of Mercy pass
along, “ what kind of wimmen is them | seen go along, all in
black, with a white thing round their face and neck ?” “ Oh,”
replied the man addressed, “they're the Sisters of St. John
the Baptist.” “ Get out!” was the sneering answer; “you
can't fool me. Why, man, John the Baptist has been dead
more’'n a hundred years.”

“ Are you fond of music, Dr----- ?” “Yes,” was the divine’s
answer ; “but | don't know very much about it. | don’t
think | have a very good ear—in fact, the only two tunes |
really know well are * God save the Weasel ' and ‘ Pop goes
the Queen I'”

The report of the East London Church Fund states that a
vicar in North-East London, in the course of his notices of
parish events, lately made the following startling announce-
ment —* It is unnecessary for me to give out the special
preachers for this Lent, as you will find them all hanging up
together in the porch.”— Christian World.

A devout minister at a prayer-meeting prayed, “ O Lord,
keep me humble and poor!” A deacon followed, “ O Lord,
keep him humble, and we will keep him poor I'— Church
Times, July 7.

“ Had it not been the Sabbath day,” remarked a Scottish
minister to an elder of his church after morning service, “ |
would have asked you how the hay was selling in Perth on
Friday?” *“ Weel, sir,” replied the elder, “ had it not been
the day that it is, | wad just hae tell't ye it was gaun at a
shillin” the stane.” “Indeed! Well, had it been Monday
instead of Sabbath, | would have told you that | have some to
sell.” “ Oy, ou ay, sir ! An’ had it been Monday, as you say,
then | wad just hae tell't ye | wad gie ye market price for't.”
The significant nod which the minister gave to this last
remark brought the elder with a couple of carts to the manse
on Monday morning, and by noon the minister’s hay-rick was
non-existent.

A good story comes from a little town in the Midlands.
Among the members of the Methodist church is an old
retired railway guard and ticket-collector. During the
morning service at his church, not many Sundays ago, the
railway man was called upon by the minister to assist in
taking up the collection—one of the gentlemen who usually
helped in that work being absent. The retired railway man
started down the aisle with the contribution bag, and passed
it round like an old hand at the business. Everything passed
off smoothly until he reached a good brother who had nodded
himself fast asleep, but just as he was about to pass by him
he was suddenly overcome by the force of habit acquired in
his railway days. Tapping the sleeping brother on the
shoulder with the bag, he shouted—" Ticket, please "

“The cashier informed me,” said the president, “ that he
was strongly tempted to skip with the lunds, but that he
locked himself up with them and prayed over them all night
and overcame the temptation.” “ 1 know it,” said the chief
director. “ | had a detective at his door, one at each window,
and one on the roof, at the chimney flue, while he was pray-
ing. "—Atlanta Constitution.

How to Help Us.
I Get your newsagent to take a few copies of the Freethinker
and try to sell them, guaranteeing to take the copies that

remain unsold.
1Take an extra copy (or more), and circulate it among your

I Leave a”NpyoTthe Freethinker now and then in the train, the

car, or the omnibus. , s
Display or get displayed, one of our contents-sheets, which

are of a convenient size for the purpose. Mr. Forder will
send them on application.

(Get your newsagent to exhibit the Freethinker in the window.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

must reach us by first post on Tuesday,
if notsent onpost-card.\

[Notices of Lectures, etc.,
and be marked "Lecture Notice,”

LONDON.

T he Athenaeum Hall (73 Tottenham Court-road, W .): Closed
during July and August.

Bradlaugh Club and Institute (36 Newington Green-road,
Ball's Pond): S.30, A Concert.

Open-air Propaganda.

Battersea Park Gates: 11.30, R. P. Edwards, “ Christ and
His Teaching.”
Brockwell
Stanley Jones.

Camberwell (Station-road): 11.30, Stanley Jones.

Edmonton (comerof Angel-road): 7, E. Pack.

Finsbury Branch (Clerkenwell Green): 11.30, A lecture.

Finsbury Park (near Band Stand): 3.30, R. P. Edwards,
Triumph of Rationalism.”

Hyde Park (near Marble Arch) : Lectures every week evening
at 8. Sunday, at 11.30, G. Parsons, "Basis of Christianity.”

Hammersmith (The Grove): 7.15, W. Ramsey.

Hampstead Heath (Jack Straw’s Castle): 3.15, A lecture.

Kilburn (corner of Brondesbury-road) : 7.15, Stanley Jones.

Kingsland (Ridley-road) : 11.30, W. Heaford.

Stratford (The Grove): 7, R. P. Edwards, “ The Triumph of
Rationalism.”

S. L. E. S. (Peckham Rye):
Park): 3.15, A lecture.

Victoria Park (near the Fountain): 3.30, Freethought Demon-
stration— Messrs. G. W. Foote, W. Heaford, A. B. Moss, C.
Cohen, etc. ; 6.45, C. Cohen.

Mile End Waste : 11.30, A. B. Moss;
26, at 8, C. Cohen.

Peckham Rye :3.15, E. Pack.

The Triangle (Salmon-lane,
July 25, at 8, C. Cohen.

W estminster (Grosvenor
“ Faith and Miracle.”

Park (near Herne-hill Gates): 3.15 and 6.30,

"The

11.15, A lecture. (Brockwell

7, The Members. July

Limehouse): 11.30, C. Cohen.

Embankment): 11.30, E. Wohite,

COUNTRY.

Birmingham Branch (Prince of Wales Assembly Rooms):
7, H. Percy Ward, “ Christianity and the Slave Trade.”

Great Yarmouth Freethinkers' Association (Freethinkers’
Hall, bottom of Broad-row): 7, Violin Selections by Professors
Elliott and Rae; 7.15, J. M. Headley, "Church Autocracy: A
Reply to the Vicar of Gorleston.”

Leicester Secular Society (Humberstone-gate): G.30, A
lecture.
Liverpool (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square) : The hall will

be closed during the months of July and August.

Manchester Secular Hall (Rusholme-road,
Closed for Summer Season.

Porth Branch (100 Primrose-street, Tonypandy): 6, Paper
on the Lord’s Prayer, and final arrangements for Bank Holiday
excursion.

Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockingham-
street) : 3, Members’ Quarterly Meeting ; 5, Tea; Lecture (see
Saturday’s local papers).

South Shields (Captain Duncan's Navigation Schools, Market-
place) : Picnic at Holywell Dene— 12.45, Ferry; 1, Brakes leave
North Shields.

All Saints):

Lecturers’ Engagements.

C. Cohen, 17 Osborne-road, lligh-road, Leyton.—July 23,
a, and e., Victoria Park.

Arthur B. Moss,
Mile End ; a., Demonstration
Northampton.

44 Credon-road, London, S.E.—July 23, m.,
in Victoria Park. 30, probably

R. P. Edwards, 52 Bramley-road,
Battersea; e., Stratford. 30, m., Limehouse;
e., Edmonton.

Notting-hill.— July 23, m.,
a., Victoria Park;

E. Pack, 10 Henstridge-place, Ordnance-road, St. John’s Wood.
—July 23, a. and e., Peckham Rye. 30, m., Battersea Park.

1. Percy Ward, 5 Alexandra-road, Edgbaston, Birmingham.
—July 23, Birmingham. September 3, Northampton.

POSITIVISM.

“Reorganisation, without god or king, ly the systematic

eworship of Humanity.”
Information and publications on the Religion of Humanity

may be obtained free on application to the Church of
Humanity, Newcastlc-on-Tyne.

ESSONS IN FRENCH.— Monsieur Jules Bailly desires
Pupils. Easy plan and efficiency guaranteed. Terms very
moderate. Address, 32 Store-street, Bcdford-squarc, W .C.
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July 23, 1899.

Price Sixpence. Handsomely Printed.

SHAKESPEARE

A LECTURE BY

COLONEL INGERSOLL.

“ A powerful piece of literary and philosophical criticisnl-
Ingersoll’'s glowing style, his forcible logic, and his acute o
crimination make his panegyric of the Bard of Avon almost ~

interesting to read as, no doubt, his lecture was inspiriting
hear.”— The Stage.
London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Just published, price 2d., by post 2j~d.,

Men “ after God's Own Heart-’

BRIEF SKETCHES OF THE LIVES OF NOAS
ABRAHAM, MOSES, AND DAVID.

By CHARLES WATTS.
London: Watts & Co.,

THE BEST BOOK

ON NEO-MALTIIUSIANISM | BELIEVE,

TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND PRACTIC

OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.
By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L.,, M.V.S.,, M.N.S.S. n

17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, EC.

160 pages, with portrait and autograph, bound in cloth, g*U

Price is., post free. o

In order to bring the information within the reach of the I’y
most important parts of the book are issued in a pamph'e. ™ (<
pages at ONE penny, post free 2d. Copies of the pamp
distribution is. a dozen post free. L tW

The National Reformer of September 4, 1892, sayse 6
Holmes’ pamphlet....... is an almost unexceptional statemc ~ 1
Neo-Malthusian theory and practice....... and throughou fee
to moral feeling....... The special value of Mr. Holmes s<rally
the Neo-Malthusian cause and to human well-being gen . cfn'(
just his combination in his pamphlet of a plain statemp
physical and moral need for family limitation with a P*I
of the means by which it can be secured, and an offer
cerned of the requisites at the lowest possible prices.

VWV of the Malthusian LegQuel Dr. flis4
Allbwtt, aniti othemj bave Wsw spoken of ik in wery high”Tj ™’

The trade supplied by R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-stree >
E.C. Other orders should be sent to the author,

”J. R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAGE, Bf

W. J. Rendell s “Wife's Frie>d

Recommended by Mrs. Besant in Law of Population,” NJe,
Dr. Allbutt in Wife's Handbook, p. 51. Made ONL /yed®
Chadwell-street, Clerkenwell; 2s. per doz., post , nVelope
in larger quantities). For particulars send stamped e

all ¢

v

Important Caution. LY
jealel?etc>
Beware of useless imitations substltuted by somf..,Ae”,
chemists, the words “ Rendell & Co,” and “J. IF. ’\|]Cpub"
being speciously and plausibly introduced to deceive
Look for Autog’rapii Registered T rade
.U /7
No. 182,
cf"
1 Red Ink on each box, without which none a'
[l
lligginson’s Syringe, with Vertical and Reverse UIT ]J,I,,,C ,|"
s. Od., and 5s. 3d. Dr. Palfrey’s Powder, is. 2d, V r do*
ound, is. 2d. Dr. Allbult’'s Quinine Powders, 3’
rices post free.
The best is made from
’ M IXEP fb
THWAITES’ 6d. PACKET OF "~ =" e

One Packet will
Directions with each packet.

G. THWAITES, Herbalist,2 church-ro*,
on-Tees.

Agents Wanted.

make 8 gallons ol real Kl
By post 6 stami
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Ingersoll’s New Lecture.

the devil

Price 6d. post free.

raScs °f brilliant and stimulating writing.”—

28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

London : R. Fordecr,

Now Ready. 48 Pages. Price 6d.

~gersoll’'s Grand New Lecture

SUPERSTITION

iS attracting immense audiences in America.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Li two volumes, bound in cloth, the whole of

Charles Watts's Pamphlets

NOW IN PRINT.

Vol. 1., price 3s. 6d. post free.

Contents :—
Christianity Ex- Christianity and Civilisation.
Secular Morality.
Is”e~riruiV»~elitical and Social The Secularist's Catechism.
therO0 - * Secularism : Its Relation to the
j~rave? 1 Life Beyond the Social Problems of the Day.
Bible Morality.
The Existence of God.
Saints and Sinners.
Discreditable Tactics of Chris-
tian Disputants.

\y"ttinecl"S

h'- LeaMant!j?Pecial Creation,
t,y D«V.°f Christ.
N I A

Trne and False.

VOL Il. price 4s. 6d. post free.
fhc‘:? Contents :—
& >ared"TS,ot Secularism Happiness in Hell and Misery
~ 'V V 'v.th Christiamty. in Heaven.
Se£ P ryofﬁ $upgfﬁatural A Reply to Father Lambert’s
T Imsrnn L "belief. Tactics of Infidels.
Chrilj~'ve. estruct've andCon- A Debate with the Editor of the
Halifax (N.S.) Mail. (Ot this

<0, origin>Nature. debate Col. Ingersoll writes :

“ Mr. W atts’s statement as to
what Secularism is could not
be improved; his definitions of

T t§15‘v‘ aiiI’]r’@Sum Ption.

and Christian

certain terms are accurate
N«ssary Defective and Un- and lucid. | have never read
*®odon better.")
alts & Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, E.C.
G. W. Foote.
4 ?>nls. eCOnd Series (cloth), 2s. 6d.
of°rPse S s/ oV,Sclous Piety— The Jewish Sabbath— God’s Day

AuGod Vadla,, TS °J? Immortality— Paul Bert—Converting a
hUe'stsTAL'lchi,,,iS,Chost -Christ and Brotherhood—The Sons
CherilitLCruel ek S'wclp me God— Infidel Hornes Are
8s stian7 " The» re Atheists Wicked ?— Rain Doctors— Pious
7 ¢°non pharitv n’'L1'l *e Lord "— Believe or be Damned—
~radTIAtheisyh MDIKIon and Money— Clotted Bosh—Lord
K. and C\ . nstianity and Slavery -Christ Up to Date
'RV ISR o Fell” ity — Altar-and MPhrane— Whaftin THNE?
li,Uels dtiLircii,, ~ A Lost Soul—Happy iu Hell—The Act ot
CU?1t 0'Rs. Boon" Christ—Blessed be ye Poor— Converted
'vp'stianj. Lleatt, aiv¥sA™hosjt—Talmage on the Bible— Mrs.
and Lmk UAfter—The Poets and Liberal Theology—

57 Jcs Eib"'y t>, 7 —'Welliny- An Easter Egy fof CThristidng
hrist , ead Men—Smirching a Hero— Kit Marlowe
Hrajl~’ovah the Ripper—The Parson’s Living

Harrison on

OhonV i,_ Backslide? — Frederic
Great''rt ! 'forgive and Forget—The Star of
/\I°n fo —1 C>host— Atheism and the French Révolu-
u'uck "d at 'be Derby—Atheist Murderers—A
L°na0n 4s _Rose-Water Religion.

R. I:order, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

the freethinker.

Resist all Atmospheric
Fisher, 7S Chapel Allerton, Leeds ; or S. R. Thompson, 25 Chats-

worth-avenue, Walton, Liverpool.

modation.
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Freethought Works.

Suicide. By David Hume. A powerful essay, first published
after the author’s death, and not included in ordinary editions
of his writings. 2d.

Letters to the Clergy. By G. W. Foote. Subjects — Creation
— The Believing Thief on the Cross—The Atonement—Old
Testament Morality— Inspiration— Credentials of the Gospel-
Miracles— Prayer. 128 pp., is.

Flowers of Freethought. (First Series.)
Fifty-one essays on a variety of Freethought topics.
cloth, 2s. 6d.

Flowers of Freethought. (second Series.) By G. W. Foote.
Fifty-eight essays on a further variety of Freethought tooics.
302 pp., cloth, 2s. 6d.— These two volumes of Flowers form
together a complete Garden of Freethought. Every aspect of
Reason and Faith is treated somewhere, and always ina popular
style. Contains much of the author’s best writing.

John Morley as a Freethinker. By G. W. Foote. Valuable
references to Mr. Morley’s writings. Good for Freethinkers to
read first, and then lend to their Christian friends. 2d.

Is Socialism Sound? Four Nights’ Public Debate between
G. W. Foote and Annie Besant. Verbatim, and revised by
both disputants, is.; superior edition in cloth, 2s.

The Sign of the Cross. A candid Criticism of Mr. Wilson
Barrett’'s Play, showing its gross partiality and its ridiculous
historic inaccuracy, with special reference to the (probably)
forged passage in Tacitus and the alleged Neronlc massacre of
Christians. Handsomely printed, fid.

The Birth of Christ. From the original Life ofJesus by the
famous Strauss. With an introduction by G. W. Foote. A
most thorough Analysis and Exposure of the Gospel Story by a
Master Hand. 6d.

Christianity and Secularism.
Foote and Rev. Dr. McCann. Verbatim Report, revised by
both disputants, is.; superior edition in cloth, is. 6d.

Bible Heroes. From Adam to Paul. Bj- G. W. Foote. In-
structive, interesting, amusing and honest; in fact, the only
honest book on the subject. 200 pp., cloth, 2s. 6d.

The Grand Old Book. A Reply to the Grand Old Man. By
G. W. Foote. An Exhaustive Answer to Mr. Gladstone’s
Impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture. is.; cloth edition, is. 6d.

Will Christ Save Us? By G. W. Foote. An Examination of the
Claims of Jesus Christ to be considered the Saviorof the World.
Contains much Historic Information on Slavery, the Position of
Woman, General Social Progress, and the advance of Science
and Freethought in opposition to Christian bigotry, fid.

Darwin on God. By G. W. Foote. A full and minute account
of Darwin’s mental development, with a brief Memoir of his
grandfather, the famous Erasmus Darwin ; containing all the
passages in Darwin’s works, and in his Life and Letters, bear-
ing directly or indirectly on the subject of religion. Every
Freethinker should have, and keep, a copy of this important
little volume. 6d.; cloth, is.

Footsteps Of the Past. valuable Essays in the Evolution of
Religion and Ethics. By J. M. Wheeler. With a Preface by
G. W. Foote. Cloth, 3s.

Infidel Death-Beds. By G. W. Foote. Second edition, revised
and much enlarged. Contains authentic details of the last hours
of sIxty-two historic Freethinkers, and in most cases a sketch
of their lives. Precise references given in every instance.
8d.; cloth, is. 3d.

Comic Sermons and other Fantasias. By C. W Foote. A
selection of the author’s best satirical writings. Contents:—
A Sermon on Summer—A Mad Sermon—A Sermon on Sin—A
Bishop in the Workhouse—A Christmas Sermon—Christmas
Eve in Heaven—Bishop Trimmer’s Sunday Diary—The Judge
and the Devil—Satan and Michael—The First Christmas—
Adam’s Breeches—The Fall of Eve—Joshua and Jericho—A
Baby God—Judas Iscariot. 8d.

Defence Of Freethought. By colonel

By G. W. Foote.
214 pp.,

Public Debate between G. W.

Ingersoll. A Grand

Speecli, occupying four hours in delivery, made in defence of
Mr. Reynolds, who was prosecuted for Blasphemy in New
Jersey, fid.

Defence Of Free Speech. By G. W. Foote. Three hours’
address to the Jury in the Court of Queen s Bench before Lord
Coleridge, in answer to an Indictment for Blasphemy on account
of certain issues of the Freethinker. Carefully re\iscd, with 111
important Preface and Footnotes. 4d.

The Holy Bible. By colonel Ingersoll. A Masterpiece of
Popular Criticism ; one of Ingersoll's greatest efforts. 6d.

28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

London : R. Fordcr,

NON-POISONOUS PAINTS.

Influences. Samples Free. J. Greevz

TANTON, the People’s Dentist, 335 Strand (opposite Somerset

House).— TEETH on VULCANITE, 2s. fid. each ; upper or
er set, £1. Best Quality, 4s. each; upper or lower, (2.
Tiplcted in four hours when required ; repairing or alterations
wo hours. If you pay more than the above, they are fancy
rires Teetli on platinum, 7s. 6d. each ; on 18 ct. gold, 15s. ;

LTine-. 2s. fid. ; extraction, is. ; painless by gas, 5s.

the Mount, 86 Central-drive and Read’s-road,
Good accom-

RS. BERRY,
Blackpool.— Public and Private Apartments.

Moderate terms.
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In stout paper covers, is.; doth, 2s.

THE

BOOK OF GOD

In the Light of the Higher Criticism.
Wi ith Special Referenceto Dean Farrar’s New Apology.

By G. W. FOOTE.

Contents:— Introduction—The Bible Canon—The Bible and
Science — Miracles and Witchcraft— The Bible and Free-
thought— Morals and Manners— Political and Social Progress

— Inspiration—The Testimony of Jesus—The Bible and the
Church of England— An Oriental Book— Fictitious Supremacy.

“1 have read with great pleasure your Book op God. You have
shown with perfect clearness the absurdity of Dean Farrar's posi-
tion. | congratulate you on your book. It will do great good,
because it is filled with the best of sense expressed with force and
beauty."— Col. R. G. Ingersoll.

“ A volume we strongly recommend....... Ought to be in the hands
of every earnest and sincere inquirer."— Reynolds's Newspaper.

“ Mr. Foote takes the Dean's eloquence to pieces, and grinds
the fragments to powder. His style, as a whole, is characterised
by a masculine honesty and clearness.”— Ethical World.

“A style at once incisive, logical,
analysis and sometimes cutting sarcasm....... More interesting than
most novels.”— Literary Guide.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.
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Books to Read.

A Concise History of Religion. By F. J. Gould.

Vol. i., 2s. 6d.; vol. ii., 3s. 6d.; vol. iii., 5s.

The First Volume unveils the superstitions of savages and primitive man,
delineates the characteristics of the religions of America, Finland, China, ESTP’
Arabia, Chaldzca, Syria, India, Japan, Persia, the Kelts, Greeks, and Ronl™ |
The Second Volume takes to pieces the whole of the Old Testament literature, a
explains the origin of the various parts. The Third Volume plunges into then? 1
difficult historical problems, traces the growth of the Christian movement, the ~
of Paul and Jesus (with due separation of the mythical elements), and auora
Rationalistic analysis of the whole of the New Testament books.

Ethics of the Great Religions. By c. T. Gorham. 05
large pages, is., by post is. 2d.

The Trial of Theism. By G. J. Holyoake. (The author*
magnum opus; only a few copies in print.) Cloth, 2s. 6d.

The Origin and Nature of Secularism; showing thatwhere
Freethought commonly Ends Secularism Begins. By !'s ¥
Holyoake. Cloth, 2s. 6d.

A Sketch of Morality Independent of Obligation °r
Sanction. By M. Guyau. Cloth, 3s. 6d.

Modern Rationalism. Being a Sketch of the Progress of ™
Rationalist Spirit in the Nineteenth Century. By J°S
McCabe. Cloth, 2s. 6d.

tr C.

London : Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street,

3 vols

Christianity and Agnosticism*

A Correspondence between

A CLERGYMAN OF THE CHURCH IN SCOTIA™
AND

GEORGE ANDERSON, Agnostic, London.

This Correspondence was not intended for publication, anl%isc%
the more interesting on that account. It arose out of an aN,ark
tion by the clergyman to Mr. Anderson for a subscription
improving his church. i B

Price Sixpence.

London: Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s-court,
Stonecutter-street, E.C.

rg

E.C. ; R. Foue’

A SPLENDID PARCEL.

Clearing Out !

Remainder of Winter Bedding

ETC.

Pair Pure Wool Blankets.
Pair Large Bed Sheets.
Beautiful Quilt.

Lady’s Umbrella.

Pair Lace Curtains.

Ib. of Free Clothing Tea.
White Apron.

Flowered Cushion Square.

PRRPRRRRRR

No One Need Starve.

GOTT'S FREE CLOTHING TEA

sells

Carriage
Paid.

No One Need be out of Wor™

*fisfad]”

like penny cakes, gives sati

to every one, and Procures CLOTHING free of cost.

Sold only as an Advertisement.

JW.GOTT, 2 & 4 Union Street,

Agents Wanted Every™

Bradford

Printed and Published by G. W. Foote, 28 Stonccuttcr-stroet, London, E.C.



