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forgery all through—the vile Drumont was raving in
the Libre Parole about the possibility of Dreyfus
escaping from the Devil's Island; and—will it be
X Spg Pack M France, and the revelation of the believed?— M. Lebon, the Minister of the Colonies,
Llftrei'eS suered is sending a thrill through the merely on the strength of this nonsense, and to curry
-t]d Wth at,On* One reads the story, only half told favor with the fanatical Anti-Semites, telegraphed orders
P&ssed\ L™ er’nf> disgust. It appears that the to place the prisoner in irons. And this is how it was
\l/s<u'., u uPon him by the court-martial was done, according to the Daily Telegraph's correspondent

's provdj be ~een the author of the bordereau, at Rennes —

Christ’s Lambs.

foy, e anci confessed to have been written by “ Thereupon gyves were duly forged and put on; the
%gtskrt;  Ould only have been liable to five years’ very first fd?ﬁ/ the Wretcrllle% mag’s anklles, 0‘{“39 tAofthe
o pressure of the iron, swelled, and were lacerated. ew
yrragRL’s esPronage. Bl_'t they cal!ed the offence days later they were covered with horrible wounds extend-
S r=h b'maccordingly. Maitre Demange, ing to the bone. But the torture went on without
'vaif, bat TOO® tbe %&ai error and wanted to appeal respite. The prisoner, as he stretched out his blood-
s A . w N stained feet, asked why he was treated thus, but silence
«id"aMittl Te™ US ‘orbade him to do so. *“ I am, was his only answer.” For two mortal months these
fii, 7tte e a ®Pyas a traitor. If I were either, | torments continued. Every morning the irons, stained
liiNioij that you should take the trouble with blood-made rust, were removed, and the horrible
\]lh&]itheV\sbtl.C.h' Hoth crimes mean infamy, and | wound was dressed so that it might begin to cicatrise,

and every evening the irons were riveted on the crisp flesh
anew, till it was torn and raw again.”

For two whole months this went on, says the Aurore,
e y Was sent away tO rot t° death on the journal edited by Cldmenceau, and to which Zola
MU n'._"htly named from the Devil. The contributes. “ Meanwhile,” thatjournal says, “ Lebon,
VAUS him Criai'nals and their abettors was clearly delighted, watched every morning the Christian Anti-
Wi 7Lt their victim would not die.  His  gemitic sheets, and noted with joy that he was not.
Rifled kept him alive. The fierce sun- attacked. Such, at the end of the nineteenth century,,
X a  b'm in his narrow pen, for he was s what has taken place in the French Republic, and!
X 7eVer beast> He had more than one sun- there are some of Christ’s tender lambs who are asking-
:sadjt’e oniyO™ ‘n his blood and brain, and to begin again.”
yV,~SPlayfulPalliative. rotted his stomach. Then Christ’'s tender lambs ! A poignant phrase, calculated
, ' CNOHc- ~ stoPPetl the preserves he was wont to make the guilty ones writhe. It marks the special
atle a”Cnne>and his daily rations of milk. and most important aspect of this Dreyfus case. Let
‘@. his i01 that he was nearing his end, but us not forget that the conspiracy against Dreyfus is a
X1 tFhde,icn?iev.ity, they took to dealing with Christian conspiracy, and part of a general conspiracy
wswride. jC w'th a view to settling him by against the French Republic. ~Superficial observers are
his onTCa® all°wing him to have his always talking of what they consider the fickleness
hinly consolation, they kept the letters of the French nation. But no nation was ever
_ %“"anWamc"ples to read.  Copies ! When the fickle. A nation is a most conservative agglomera-
|CpteJ4HanJ A o read the very words written by tion. What they call French fickleness is merely
g‘éh&piﬂkandle the very paper that had the good or ill fortune of the two great parties into
) 0s°m and stained with her tears which France, more than any other country, is divided.
Y rﬁ/’\ﬁ? dggtoring the copies of her letters. There is the France of the Old Regime, and there is
-,‘f’fi tN'?'pr éo”eCh her letters nltogeether and told the France of the Revolution, and they both live on the
9 y dead? and when he asked piteously same soil and in the same cities. Every now and then
N < Why have they not written ?” Reason reposes and Faith catches its opportunity.
v s ba«dOnedell,sh courage to reply: “ Your Humanity becomes languid, and Priestcraft snatches a
‘\'s bonrifibacd~ YOY-~  The pen aimoSt drops victory. France has gone through one of these intervals
to N Writing such an infamy. during the past few years. But the principles and the
X iy g b CaPlaL:I:ek O]'Ehat “ civilised ” human party of progress are now reasserting themselves, and.
W B«e such a refinement of the curse of Clericalism will be stayed.
'‘«ancensoled in learning that the When the blood of Robespierre flowed under the knife-
his™ bereav!” a’0,le hi his agony of bodily of the guillotine, it is said that a man who remembered
n t°r.lL,emement* had the divine courage to his Deistic mouthings amidst incessant slaughter, stood
v'V/~a' Rediii * *0ll he! they have not over the groat Terrorist’s dead body, and exclaimed,,
as though the liars, *“ Yes, Robespierre, there is a God.” Were it not for
~ Sofi S of thd@®&seral Staff were trying the absurdity of Theism on so many grounds, one might
" o almost imagine that a living Nemesis had brought
K VS0t e feader Mwzever France had to unfurl Dreyfus thr?)ugh his awful orgdeal. The truth is t%at
«re QO;Ulce °f invasion. But that is his own heroism has sustained him, and he lives to-
g up vyet at thc entl this chapter 1remind the world of the tender mercies of Religion.
°n an°thcr forgery— it has been G. W. Foote.

~hat W. aitl °f either, even by hypothesis  So,

1S «2* iIIesaY, u must not appeal. Well, the
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Belief and Conduct.

If we were to paraphrase Kant's “What can | know ?
What ought I to do? and For what may | hope?” by
“What ought | to believe ? How far am | responsible
for believing it? and What relation do my beliefs bear
to my conduct ?” we should in so doing sum up by far
the larger part of our religious, or anti-religious, dis-
cussions.  Rightly or wrongly, we do praise some
beliefs and censure others ; and, as a belief may be the
determining factor in conduct, it would seem as though
there were some justification for our so doing. If, as
Kingdon Clifford declared, belief is the link that unites
knowledge to action, what a man believes can be hardly
less important than what he does, and it will conse-
guently be of some interest and no little value to
attempt some answer to the above-named questions.

So far as the Christian Churches are concerned, they
have usually proceeded on the assumption that belief
is wholly a matter of conscious choice ; that it is as
easy for one to believe in A as in B without any corres-
ponding change in either knowledge or character.
Christianity, with its constant exhortation to blind
belief, its threatened penalties and promised rewards
in a future life, is plainly built upon such a conception,
and it lies also at the root of all State action in matters
of religion. Religious persecution is likewise based
upon the assumption that a person’s beliefs are under
his control in precisely the same sense that his conduct
is, and that just as it is possible by threats or bribes to
induce the performance of certain actions, so by the
same means may be ensured the adoption of particular
beliefs. Apart from such a conception of the nature of
belief the rational motive for persecution is absent, and
the phenomenon becomes unintelligible.

That persecution has always failed to bring about
uniformity of belief—although it has more than once
succeeded in inducing uniformity of profession—is a
historical truism; and it is quite as clear that its
tendency has been not only to prevent that free criticism
of current beliefs, which alone can secure a progressive
purification and strengthening of opinion, but also to
destroy all confidence in public honesty and truthful-
ness. Whenever a man’s professed beliefs coincide
with his personal interests, their sincerity must always
be open to question ; and when it is further found that
their rejection would expose him to actual persecution,
deprivation of office, or boycott in business, the pre-
sumption against their being honestly held is all the
stronger. How can anyone be certain that another is
honest in his profession of belief if it is known that he
will be damned in the public esteem, or dismissed the
public service, should he profess anything different ? It
is his interest to pretend to believe, whether he does or
not. Said Dr. Parsons, head of Balliol College, to
Theodore Hook, when he came before him for “ matricu-
lation ” : “ Are you prepared to subscribe to the Thirty-
nine Articles ?”  “Oh, certainly,” was the cheerful reply ;
“ forty, if you please.” And what Hook said from pure
facetiousness of temper numbers of others are ready to
practise from much lower motives, with the result that
public honesty and confidence are destroyed, the whole
tone of life lowered, and each gets insensibly into the
habit of regarding his neighbor as a bit of a coward, a
bit of a liar, a bitof a fool, or perhaps a mingling of the
three.

It may appear a trite observation to make, and yet a
glance round at the religious world proves it to be far
from an unnecessary one, that every man’s beliefs are
selected for him rather than selected by him. Heredity
in the shape of a specialised, physical, or nervous
structure, and environment in the shape of climate,
class, education, etc., are the factors that determine the
beliefs of each. It may be difficult, perhaps impossible,
to determine the relative value of each factor, but there
can be little doubt that these do decide which of the
conflicting mass of beliefs, amidst which we are born,
shall receive our support. Not only is each man’s
belief strictly relative to his organisation as a whole,
not only does the adoption of a belief depend upon the
possibility of it being assimilated to his general char-
acter, but a particular state of health even may deter-
mine how he will regard certain teachings in philosophy
or religion. Dyspepsia may resolve itselfinto a powerful
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advocate of Calvinism, as Universalism
a staunch ally in a healthy physique ; or on
sophic side Optimism or Pessimism may rece"e* y;
assistance from the same quarters. Pe°P/ntials
considerable extent, destined to be sceptical or . M
Materialist or ldealist, by their heredity, and
kind of magnetic attraction, will select the"
that is best fitted to his particular constitution ~
All belief is a simple question of probabih) ~
of mind that falls short of absolute certainty-
assent of the mind to a given proposition, an
determined by the quantity and quality of t1 ~jji'
broduced. Produce evidence that my great«3* ~
a rogue, and, although | may be on the 1°°/'?/ biasl
a flaw in the indictment, may betray an ou*— js rd,’
my reasoning on the subject, still my asSI' NOrel
matter o choice, but’odixnecessity. It has S 210N
with my “ will ” than the color of my hair
the weather. Consequently, to € a st u
responsible for the beliefs he may entertain * ufc
him also Wit responsibility fér #He PhRal s [ A
inherits and the environments that act leb>
matter of fact, he no more “chooses” the
than he selects the brain that entertains then™ utter’
For my part, | believe it to be a matter
possibility for anyone to “ adopt” or
We may realise that we hold entirely™ »~
concerning religion or politics or science w'
we held years ago, BuE if we treuhie, .
course of our mental development du I "
period we shall “discover in nnamerable ©''d%h’ 65
that have led up to our present position, an ggs™
we are conscious of the result, we have it
of the process. Mental growth is as csCOs°:”
physical growth, and we are no more c°”~ O™
one than we are of the other. We mgygs;nlt \/scSﬁﬂF
'sewing pains in either case; but an >
to register the changes atdiferent per|o<P3;
possible retrace the steps of our insensiw
But it by no means follows that, because ou
determined by causes over which we _have <%
trol as we have over the place o our .
fore what one believes is of little or ™
All that is meant is that whatever praise . ctye» »
be attached to a belief must refer to Its™]Udl,
subjective, aspect. As beliefs all are™ Lihgpg\ v <

bj:,

are little more than registers of onesure co/,.' fl
ments or disposition. It is only when el ¥
with the effect of beliefs on society at B
may properly be called bad. A Beli¢f et

have some influence on conduct, and
discriminated from a mere formal assen 10
position. What | have said only metlll ceilse
nising the factors that induce belie! <

in useless and stupid recriminations
as we hold are inaccurate in forcible, 1./

tendency, and, by correcting \yhen Pf healtwW
of heredity by a sound education an ™ jl v

ment, secure the existence of beliefs tn

more beneficial. al >
But even if we were all perfectly ra .jj

concerning the nature of belief, it IS is iNBy
estimate its influence on conduct. taiab NN >
observation that good men often en " le-eer

demoralising character, and bad jlicnevery $
entirely opposite description. Not jely'
loves to dwell on the torments of o \iif o f1;?
to suffering, and not every unbeheve e{*nKe vy
in indignant language the brutality P sSioju/I'cJ"
the Christian faith is as quick to ret fesSed. ™ jy
would wish. The gulf between p vjth jV'
actual practice is a well-worn thenic  eSaii"

and satirist, but it is one that, ~ Itlead?f it

to a social truth of the most f/'_dt cwe/ Of
For all evidence seems to show -*arad® r

mined far more by the inherited -ted K
vidual than by the knowledge acl jTay 1 t),. i
her lifetime. Here and there wlenf j iC/

vidual guiding his life by th,Q
acquired, but in the vast ’ )6%%(
impressions already registereu, _,|cte

=if a werd, ihe wsiablished /™ p ’hﬂuuu:t
that will ultimately determine L a

lew cases does the perception . in
any immediate and marked altera"
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anidel N tas hj time to sink in, and become
dy re. "\I*h the established character that we can
#ANendl On its manifestation in future behavior.
Xet, , °ne reflects how infinitesimal is the knovv-
N itcap B8 aequired..by..any.single.individual as
*Hlsas6 dead-weight of custom and habit that he
"eBpS a member of a social organism and “ heir of

¢1>iied T needfeel surPrsec”that the influence
4itis Xno'vledge on conduct is not more marked

Ii° .
trshouid thisview of the matter at all weaken oyr

}e value of intellectual pursuits ; rather the
si'e We ma” say that, even if a man’s inherited

. (}‘; i Fi;esents the preponderating force in the field
L rePresents the past rather the present

liiay ficuse represents the means by which tiwe
" mu%mﬂg‘%ﬁi\ so- as to harmoenise with—present-
‘ffying.(ments.  Slow as knowledge may be in

' “Penden”ctef’ **% the only force on which any
jijyUbe to'd® Can- be Priced, and our main business

(&m A t:erm'ne wbat are the forces that govern
nient, Wot to waste our energies in use-

°Ver the method of their operation.
C. Cohen.

Failure of Christianity.

Srrin
M, -StoqQj Jle failure of Christianity we wish it to
sotnlg, lat it is not to its profession that we
rtiNigs. to the non-practical obedience to its
Hi irs mere avowal of belief in the Christian
! Iqssocolltjerr)a *° ?2e so profitable in business, and so
‘B Chr'ldan ’atercourse, that the great bulk of
ht’gesm,e]-llstians dissimilate and “ assume a virtue
M. not.
W. °f Chr' .gently pointed out that the avowed
to a'u ’anity > twofold. First, to convert
SS~ttie tf *n the efficacy of Christ’'s death
A/? Hospei 70r s’n! antl, in the second place, to
@rGlar cluf that would prove an efficient guide in
~md o 'es °f life. Nothing appears more clear
Gpreted & Ttithat in both casies the Christian reliigion
~at °r about N faill,re. It has existed in various
2it ~Mority' feiS'hteen hundred years, and yet the
iI? hayg © S human race have either not heard
rlio e at thentlrely rejected it. The population of
‘" s of Wh; a Present time amounts to about 1,275
X 'y FOmj].according to the most liberal calcula-
( S h an iUions Prefess to believe in Christianity;
?,zgl An I’[]?] °ae'fhird. But, if we make an allowance
' blot meFeg_%er\AM° afe merely nominal Christians,
StSistian“Url?s.°f the world’s inhabitants to-day
-Cirr- “ctlan§t . fhis looks like a decided failure so
raljid femgygrsion ok the world is concernggh”
\ ,fries ,~e New Testament, having reten-
Chri'tineed only to be reminded of what the
H Chr-"acy a nity is to enable them to see at once
ofS o t~~Nuide in daily life. In fact, not only
7t leltar« C .£s thoroughly impracticable, but
.le¢Stof D entirely delusive.  Take, for instance,
®vTest>er- Nothing is more clearly set forth
tfjkp e than the promise that God will
'ANkp~fdis”™ 1008 °f those who believe in him.
h *fitin hisr ? y to'd his disciples that whatever
XiS\\ Ss>What <I'ler he would grant their request.
bi' % ? c®hwe "02.r ye shall ask in prayer, believing,
V'Sh~saidYi ttllevw xviiji 19 > xxi< 22 > Jolin
H i ?cast; Il'at by such means even a moun-
R/ affe Cveryth'O tlle sea>and that food, clothing,
the h"¥» niay thus be obtained. Diseases
Hi? ao2uh, agaan family may be removed by the
» % MOV, Viteh e are tdid “ shall save tH@
Daignkt @ . le Christian theory, all those who
% °f 9, actibmsadopt the method of prayer and faith
there Is no limit placed to this
kGWea WU ¢ js true there is a conflict of
> e r | ; aul aiad James as to faith and
di°se ,t]sPcnses with prayer or faith.
itfe . «y'w Sitalto Christian
0S? Cty 'ierfo>lowing facts. Jesus himself
Ve @ohnv .. ~nstendom, that his followers
ferJInj ML 21); but that prayer has never
¢ dm disunion among Christians
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to-day is greater than it ever was, and plans more sen-
sible than reliance on prayers are now being adopted to
achieve what the prayers of Jesus failed to accomplish.
For years past we have had recurring famines, in India,
Africa, and elsewhere ; and, recently, the accounts from
Russia told the sad tale that thousands of Christians
were perishing for want of food. Yet from millions
of lips the prayer was uttered to God : “ Give us this
day our daily bread.” We have often pointed out the
futility of attempting to apply Christianity to the solu-
tion of great social problems. In that necessary work
it has proved a decided failure. But here is a case of
simplicity itself—r-that of feeding the hungry. Christ told
his believers to ask, and they should have what they
required. They did ask, but their requests were not
granted. Does not this show that the New Testament
promise cannot be relied upon? The more sensible pro-
fessing Christians have discovered this fact, hence they
rely upon human benevolence— not prayer—to provide
the means of feeding the starving. If Jesus had been
solicitous for the then future poor, he should have revealed
the secret of how he made five loaves and two fishes
satisfy the hunger of “about five thousand men,” and
then had twelve baskets full of fragments left. Such
knowledge, if it could be practically applied, would be
of greater service to the world than all the promises of
Christ that his father would hear and answer prayer.

When we reflect upon this delusion of prayer, and the
false pretensions of the faith that teaches it, we are over-
whelmed with the thought of the enormous amount of
privation and suffering which could be averted if Chris-
tianity were as true as it is manifestly false. If all the
statements made in the New Testament were trust-
worthy, and if all the promises therein were Kkept,
poverty and sickness could be banished from the face
of the earth, and famine and pestilence would be known
only as evils of the past. In the presence of human
misery, which exists in its many aspects around us, we
cannot but pronounce Christianity as a remedial force
for the ills of life as an unmistakable failure. It has
been tried under.the most favorable circumstances, and
it has proved to be an empty sound, impotent to redress
the wrongs of mundane existence.

Another very palpable instance of the failure of Chris-
tianity is its inability to carry out its teachings of peace
among nations. The world has been devastated with
sanguinary encounters, and the followers of Jesus have
neither prevented those horrors nor done much to miti-
gate their evil effects upon mankind. Indeed, Christians
on both sides of the contending forces have implored

God to aid them in Killing each other. This was
the case in the Crimean war, the Franco-German
war, and the civil war in America. In all these

conflicts each side prayed to God that it might win all
the battles. One would think that the disastrous con-
sequences of those dreadful struggles between Chris-
tian nations would have been sufficient to destroy all
belief in the effacacy of the prayer of supplication, for
every Sunday during all-thcse events the clergy repeated
the request: “ Give us peace in our time, O Lord.”
Still, the tragic slaughters went on, and God ignored
all such appeals. Surely, if anything could show the
impotency of the Christian faith, as a promoter of
peace, it would be the present expenditure of millions
of the people’s money, and the loss of millions of
human lives in reckless warfare. Even to-day the
prayers of the Churches are offered up for the Peace
Conference, which does not even propose to adopt
Christianity as a cure for the evils of war. What a
satire on Christian prayer for peace are the busy state
of the warship building trade and the extra military
preparations now going on, absorbing as they do a
vast proportion of the earnings of the laborers of all
the great nations of the world !

But the failure of Christianity is manifest in small
as well as in large things. On every ocean disasters
befall praying Christians. A minister in the act of
prayer, only the other day, disappeared in the angry
waves from the steamer Stella surrounded by his
brother Christians, who appealed to heaven for help,
but no help came. Here was a demonstration of the
impotency of Christianity in the hour of danger and of
death. Similar striking evidence is furnished every
year. This is not mere opinion or belief, but a visible
and positive proof that dependence upon Christianity
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for practical help in the time of need is a delusion,
at least so far as this world is concerned. It is the
height of absurdity upon the part of those who escape
from being consumed by fire, or from being drowned at
sea, to thank God for their deliverance. What about
those who perished ? Where was “providence” in their
case? If God is to be praised for saving a few,
ought he not to be blamed, if he were all-powerful,
for allowing others to be lost ? If the good is ascribed
to an almighty being, so must, in this matter at least,
the evil

The truth is, time and experience have proved Chris-
tianity to be a failure. It can be preached, but it cannot
be practised, in this age of physical and mental activity.
It is based upon superstition, its teachings are theo-
retical, and its influence upon the secular welfare of man-
kind has been, to put it mildly, detrimental in the ex-
treme. Whatever tends to transfer dependence from
the real to the imaginary is opposed to the best interests
of the human family. As Shakespeare has said :—

Our remedies oft in ourselves do lie,
Which we ascribe to heaven.

Charles W atts.

What is Religion ?

[An Address delivered by Colonel R. G. Ingersol1 before the
American Free Religious Association at Boston, June 2, 1899.]

( Continued from page 434.)

Ought the superior races to thank God that they are
not the inferior? If we say yes, then | ask another
question.  Should the inferior races thank God that
they are not superior, or should they thank God that
they are not beasts ?

When God made these different races, he knew that
the superior would enslave the inferior— knew that the
inferior would be conquered and finally destroyed.

If God did this, and knew the blood that would be
shed, the agonies that would be endured, saw the count-
less fields covered with the corpses of the slain, saw all
the bleeding backs of slaves, all the broken hearts of
mothers bereft of babes— if he saw and knew all this,
can we conceive of a more malicious fiend ?

Why, then, should we say that God is good ?

The dungeons against whose dripping walls the brave
and generous have sighed their souls away, the scaffolds
stained and glorified with noble blood, the hopeless slaves
with scarred and bleeding backs, the writhing martyrs
clothed in flame, the virtuous stretched on racks, their
joints and muscles torn apart, the flayed and bleeding
bodies of the just, the extinguished eyes of those who
sought for truth, the countless patriots who fought and
died in vain, the burdened, beaten, weeping wives, the
shrivelled faces of neglected babes, the murdered millions
1 dfthe vanished years, the victims of the winds and waves,
'‘of flood and flame, of imprisoned forces in the earth, of
lightning stroke, of lava’s molten stream, of famine,
plague, and lingering pain, the mouths that drip with
blood, the fangs that poison, the beaks that wound and
tear, the triumphs of the base, the rule and sway of
wrong, the crowns that cruelty has worn, and the robed
hypocrites with clasped and bloody hands who thanked
their God—a phantom fiend—that liberty had been
banished from the world ; these souvenirs of the dreadful
past, these horrors that still exist, these frightful facts
deny that any God exists who has the will and power to
guard and bless the human race.

Most people cling to the supernatural. If they give
up one God, they imagine another. Having outgrown
Jehovah, they talk about the power that works for
righteousness.

W hat is this power ?

Man advances, and necessarily advances, through
experience. A man wishing to go to a certain place
comes to where the road divides. He takes the left-
hand, believing it to be the right road, and travels
until he finds that it is the wrong one. lie retraces his
steps and takes the right-hand road, and reaches the
place desired. The next time he goes to the same place
he does not take the left-hand road. He has tried that,
and knows that itis the wrong road. Ilc takes the right
road, and thereupon these theologians say : “ There is a
power that works for righteousness.”

THE FREETHINKER.

A child, charmed by the beauty of tiie
it with its dimpled hand. The hand is buU?
after that, the child keeps its hand out of
power that works for righteousness has taug
a lesson.

The accumulated experience of the wono
and force that works for righteousness. ,
conscious, not intelligent. 1t has Ao Wil §°
It is a result. . te

So thousands have endeavored to estabhsl 0
epee of God by the fact that we have what is
moral sense— that is to say, a conscience. anyd®

It is insisted by these theologians, and by v
so-called philosophers, that this moral sense»
of duty, of obligation, was imported, and tna rofF
is an exotic. Taking the ground that it |])elinw
duced here, was not produced by man, theyl
a God from whom it came.

Man is a social being,
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We live tosetherm

tribes, and nations. ¢ liiatieri"™ 4
The members of a family, of a tribe, ot * trite °r;
increase the happiness of the family» of , fh*i

the nation, are considered good members’regatke
praised, admired, and respected. They ar
ood.—that is to say, as moral. S
’ The members w)r/m add to the miseer(;Ltqiegf;
the tribe, or the nation, are considerqﬂd Larere/
They are blamed, despised, punished, fhe)"*
as immoral. .a
The family, the tribe, the nation, creaR.s™nit
of conduct, of morality. There is nothing
in this. .. CoE
The greatest of human beings has £
is born of love.”
The sense of obligation, of duty,

n';[ﬁir*ﬂi f
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duA)?r(ljéng savages the immediate conse(r]rl'}e"c_ﬁ\l,afv
are taken into consideration. As pcOpl;
remote consequences are perceived, latiG*L is
oomdust becarars kighar. The ismagm ™ et ' jH
A man puts himself in the place of ang. e ylad
of duty becomes stronger, more imperau»™ r
himsellf. . .
He loves, and love is the commencement» |,ebl]
tion, of the highest virtues. He injuresone
Then come regret, repentance, sorrow, c°r> X
all this there is nothing supernatural. i
Man has deceived himself. Nature jf * perly
which man sees his own image, and a’ 8"
religions rest on the pretence that the
appears to be behind this mirror, has bee
- e
AH the metaphysicians of _tglr?ufsﬁzl{dtfé 1 .%ij:y
Plato to Swedenborg, have ni the s«l ..
anL t1T > ierSofre%ions have done u -
for him ? , ’'at ail '»finite God exists, what
ditionless 1 C,nff ,nfinite>Jle is conditionless >
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y Chni’tla”s that all other reljglon_soare«f’\ e g

sequently we need examine only oLir it~
Has Christianity done good jestl »
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Church had control, were men made . n; nl
What has been the effect of Cnris ANj'1
Spain, in Portugal, in lIreland ? ~3ry
What has religion done lor HI P S\wd, Vj
What was the effect of Christianity il)erica’,
Holland, in Scotland, in England, m '~ e WA
be honest. Could those countries evnlij
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follower of Zoroaster ? Would Ca'’ rol'b. n

bloodthirsty if he had believed utch  $0?
South Sea}//IsIanders? Would ’zﬁ%ﬁ)a%ﬁer \
more idiotic if they had deniedth blesscd [jiv

Holy Ghost, and Worshippe% €

sausage, beer, and cheese ? Voukl n>1
been any worse had he deserted /
follower of Confucius ? f

Take our own dear, merciful 1
idid Christianity do for them e
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JdaRrrf i'fe they hunglthe crape of death.
\Rttig tIC beds °f gladness.
"fetwd rockers on coiTins.  In the Puritan year there
s\yale Decembers. They tried to do away with
"WI'iorn?0*N with the prattle of babes and the song

\ ~'0N of the Puritan was an unadulterated

,V hH critan belienad the Bible to be the word

< 4 and this belief has always made those who

AN J ' and wretched. Would the Puritan have
. If he had adopted the religion of the North

Chians?

M 'ujﬂjst one fact showing the influence of

@)] Bible on human beings. Ei. Hpth
W the % of the coronation of Queen EIl zabeth

C i resented with a Geneva Bible by an old man
'A mndLTime, with Truth standing by h.s side™as
kn, I'e Queen received the Bible, Kiss !
4 f r ?elftO diligently read therein, InAeded d
1 Hn §blessed Bible the Queen was piously exhor
nte .aPs"s to the sword.” .. ri~lcctnnt
s nf'acident we see the real spirit o L
.‘[lslgllouglt%(gl_prl_e. In other words, it was j
.mg;Bible"’\aTous, as t/te Catholic spirit._
voom - made the people of Georgia kind and
ngId 'Ehe Iynchers be more ferocious if
fil, PPed — -
-‘dor>te®U”N°ds  wood and stone ?
failedbCen tried’ and in all countries, in all
6 ~°nha« ’
\VxTher u never made man merciful.

They
They made cradles

C "'Wd-.i nq‘_"?‘tion*

crd ‘et U re |€[gn have on slavery ?
¢ h uP°n ibby, Saulsbury, and Anderson-
en has .

illation ,3 ‘dways been the enemy of science, of
| > nh' and thought. y

'H tiever 2CVer made man free.
1psL ade man moral, temperate, industrious,

- ansay;;?re_temperate, nearer virtuous, nearer
Kj"ng yages pemP

AN "aretib’™S do we not find that their vices and
wl ru'ts °f their superstitions ?

A?biT"\Poss'bjGK\’\O In the uniformity of nature

~Tp ACIt'hLﬁe nature and iti
gualities of substance
*o thiM,hasten or delay the tides by wor-
a”s health- wmds by sacrifice 2 Will kneel-
'i"er~We ;ili C a n we cure disease by supplica-
Ig@vevirt 10 our knowledge by ceremony?

tte fact«110°r honor as alms ?
-2 y Sarilv W d,e mental world just as stubborn,
Jve's n°t wPr°duced, as the facts in the material

VWi b°dyiit We call mind just as natural as
A mast10 *dea that nature has a master,
A an.er will listen to prayer; that this

ifNih ates ti rewards ; that he loves praise and
>t °btailL ie hrave and free.

JVSt! 'e a th.any hdp from heaven ?

190" We ,;°ry- we must have facts for the
\.St, n SssrUSt™lave corner-stones. We must
‘Mnixsises faneies, analogies, or inferences
botfVe a basement If we build, we

ttom.

X heorv
" dQie js f have four corner-stones

\ 6% oarma o tlthat matter— substance— cannot be

ihilated.

Is that force cannot be destroyed,

v V t that matter and force cannot

without force ; no force without

€ s tlinf fi
heen créntlUlat Which editmot be destroyed
reated; that the indestructible is the

IVAPRAGHNeS A SaT n M {9 HEe ity -, DM they
Y 'Wreased nor diminished. created
» ~nothing has been, or can he, ¢

~iMsthaA Sbeen, or can be, a >
> C there could not have been any

ka back of matter and force.

(To
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Acid Drops.

T ne infamous story is leaking out of how Dreyfus was treated
on the Devil’s Island, by order of the authorities in Paris.
Once they fastened him up in irons for a month. The appa-
ratus was fastened to his bed with a padlock. He could just
turn on his side by a painful effort, but could not bend his
legs, and it was very hard to sit up. Sometimes they resorted
to the infernal torture of intercepting his wife’s letters for
weeks at a stretch, so that the poor prisoner began to think
he was abandoned by his own. Another time they put two
warders in the cell with him night and day, so that he might
not have even the peace of solitude. It reads like a dark
history from the Middle Ages. Yetitall happened in the last
quarter of the nineteenth century, and in the name of the
French Republic.

“ Publicity,” said Bentham, “is the very soul of justice.”
“ Without publicity,” he added, “ all other checks are fruitless ;
in comparison with publicity, all other checks are of small
account.” These cruelties were inflicted upon Dreyfus because
he was absolutely in the power of others, and the light of
publicity never fell upon their proceedings. Not even the
best of us is fit to wield power without responsibility; and
when ithcomes to the worst of us, there is a realisation of hell
on earth.

Let us hope that France will learn a lesson from the
Dreyfus case and abolish the last relics of the old absolutism.
It is a scandal to humanity that Dreyfus was treated in such
a fashion ; it will be a greater scandal if such treatment is
allowed to be possible in the future. And just think of
Colonel Picquart, arrested and imprisoned for nearly a year,
and never an attempt made to bring him up for trial, until at
last, when the whole civilised world is crying “ Shame !” he is
liberated on the ground that there is really no indictment.
Apparently those Generals could have kept him in prison for
ever without a trial if they had not been foiled by the general
conscience of civilisation. Is it not idle to call a country free
where such judicial crimes can be perpetrated with absolute
impunity ?

General Galliffet is naturally not a welcome personage to
the French Socialists, but if he helps to save the Republic
once more, as he did when he offered his sword to Gambetta
against the plotting reactionists under the presidency of
MacMahon, it is just as well to make the best of his services.
It is high time that France had a straightforward and resolute
War Minister—and Galliflfet is that, whatever else he may or
may not be. There is an excellent ring in his announcement
to M. Lasies that no document shall be held back from the
Rennes court-martial, that everything shall be open and
above-board, and that when judgment is given he will enforce
respect for it, though he has to do so at the cannon’s mouth.
It is certain that Galliffet won't hesitate to shoot, and the
liars and forgers who have had it all their own way so long
had better not give him the chance of doing it.

“ Anglo-Parisian ” contributed a long and interesting letter
to the Daily Chronicle of July 6 on the Dreyfus case, showing
that the military conspiracy against the French Republic is
really worked, not by the commonplace Generals like Mercier
and Boisdefire, but by the Jesuits led by their General, the
famous and astute Father Du Lac. This writer gives chapter
and verse for all his statements, which are in the main what
we have said time after time in the Freethinker.

“When Gambetta,” the Daily News remarks, “ said that
priestcraft was the enemy, lie showed profound insight into
the essence of politics in France, Italy, and Belgium.”
Gambetta was an Atheist. He had an eye for facts. It was
impossible to delude him with fictions. He recognised that
the great battle, involving all other disputes of any real im-
portance, was the battle between Reason and Faith, between
Priestcraft and Humanity ; and in the course of time, on the
page of history, that will be his greatest distinction.

An American divine has started a new argument against
missionaries to the blacks. His name is Dr. Gottlieb C. H.
Hasskari, D.D., and he is pastor of the Second Lutheran
Church, of Chambersburg, Pa. He contends that the negro
is not a man at all, having entered Noah’s Ark as a beast,
and being (so to speak) Darwin’s missing link. Not being
men, therefore, negroes have no souls, and it is wrong to
sacrifice life or money to convert them to Christianity.
According to the New York Sun, negro ministers have been
preaching in reply to Dr. Hasskari s book. I*or our part, we
should say they do it too much honor. Such a bigot and
ignoramus should be allowed to soak in his own juice.

\ newspaper paragraph says that a scientist has discovered
a method of bleaching the negro’s skin. Under his treat-
ment “ God’s image carved in ebony” will become whiter
than snow. The Christian Church says it can whitewash the
colored man’s soul, and this scientist claims that he can
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modify his complexion. ' This happy union of Science and
Religion will enable the American Christian gentleman to
grasp the African’s hand, instead of kicking him under the
coat-tails as heretofore.

It is said that the Queen has an abhorrence of consenting
to a woman’s execution. Well, it isn’'t a pleasant operation
to strangle a woman, though women have committed some
of the most diabolical, cold-blooded murders. But if men are
to be hung, it seems mere sentimentalism not to hang the
opposite sex too. For our part, we are for the abolition of
capital punishment altogether. At the same time, we are
quite unable to share the light and easy ideas of some
opponents of the extreme penalty. When hanging is done
away with, there still remains the awkward problem of what
to do with your murderer. It isn't safe to let him (or her)
loose again, and caging him (or her) up for life is a terrible
business.

One of the arguments used by the friends of Mrs. May-
brick is perhaps good abstract logic, but it is not common
sense. They say she either poisoned her husband or she did
not; if she did she ought to be hung, and if she did not she
ought to have been liberated. This, however, overlooks the
fact that the case was far from being so simple. At best it is
an argument against any respite being granted by the Home
Secretary. While we have no Court of Criminal Appeal, as
we ought to have, that official is a sort of revising agent,
giving the prisoner the benefit of the least doubtfulness or of
the exceptional nature of the circumstances.

Mary Ann Ansell, the young woman under sentence of
death for cruelly and deliberately poisoning her sister, with
the object of gaining a little insurance money, did not make
a confession to her mother during their interview in the prison.
What she said was extremely rich, and we will not spoil its
exquisite flavor by any comment. »“ | am prepared,” she said,
“to meet my Maker, but I hope a petition will be got up for
me.”

Another pious murderer, J. C. Parker, was executed on
Tuesday morning at Northampton Gaol. He said that God
was helping him through, and that he hoped to “ die happy
and gain that beautiful world beyond.” He does not seem
to have expressed any anxiety as to whether the beautiful
world beyond had been reached by the poor girl he murdered.

Constable Aiken is really too discriminating. He ran in a
clergyman named Henry Moffat, of Edith-road, West Ken-
sington, for having his hand in another man’s pocket. How
on earth is a clergyman to live if he isn’t allowed to do that ?
And why make an example of this poor fellow when
thousands of worse sinners go unmolested ? Why swallow a
bishop and strain at a curate ?

The Rev. Richard Elliott, clerk in holy orders, of i Rich-
mond-road, Exeter, was fined ten shillings and costs, with
the alternative of fourteen days’ imprisonment, for being
drunk and using bad language—possibly Bible language—
in the streets. Prisoner’s wife said he had been unwell, and
ought not to have gone out; also that “ he had a weakness
of the head and eve.” It was hardly necessary to say that he
had a weakness of the head, which was only too apparent.’
Besides, it is natural to expect some debility of that organ in
a clergyman.

The Christian Advocate, an American paper, proposes “a
moral clearing-house for the churches.” The number of
ministerial crimes, it says, is rapidly increasing. *“ Great
scoundrels,” the Advocate confesses, “have left our own
body, and are now occupying positions in other denomina-
tions, and we could give a list of Congregational, Presbyterian,
Episcopal, and Baptist ministers, disgraced in their own
bodies, who have subsequently found their way into the
Methodist Episcopal Church.” The Advocate says there
ought to be a ministerial black-list published. It would be a
bulky volume.

This is how an American man of God—the Rev. G. E.
Tilly, of Jamaica, New York—speaks of the acquisition of
the Philippines : “ It is God's war. We will keep the
Philippines. It is the will of God, even if it takes half the
population of the United States. In his inscrutable wisdom,
God has given to this country the great privilege of planting
Christianity at the very gates of Buddhism ; and the will of
God shall prevail.”

This Jamaica (U.S.A.) minister has apparently never heard
of the presence of England out in the East. He does not
know—or does he patriotically forget ?—that the British
Empire includes India, where Buddhism arose ; Ceylon,
whence Buddha ascended to heaven, a good while before
Jesus Christ; and Burma, where the Buddhist population
are the mildest and most gentle on earth. If the reverend
Mr. Tilly alludes to China, he may be told that England has
been “at the very gates,” in Hong Kong, for a considerable
time. It would appear, therefore, that the Lord has really
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chosen England as his missionary agent. )\9>Tp Lfﬁglgn Tco
soon he had chosen America; but facts 'l
justice be done, though the heavens fall, 13
American eagle with them. &fo\
The Rev. Mmr. Tilly’s idea of God isat the very :Ntll\J
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poIEuIatlon of the United States t for a niUdbethr™ A T
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carries war into the Transvaal, there will be s g
Nonconformists in this country as will make ®Vgrv
uncomfortable for the said Government. Has ~ v
man, we wonder, sounded Mr. Price IIug]l@StlepO*’\,
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----- rt Ti™ HH
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Price Hughes's paper—but when it says 4 .gloidO0  'H
has to deal with a congregation not accy~ are fil
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Mr. J. H. Shorthouse, the author of | Has m*
just written that the Roman Catholic ~'U-tract'¥ji> kty
anything but a propagandist machine for e™ ceivef j/ Hj
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human~cre'ihiri’ fT, ?r unwillingly, into the s* qiw
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the afternoon lecture.
deliberately up to the Secularlst tetaa jiaVv
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vt teOt' "“le name is that of the parish ; the figures
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H |) ~die Sa|nt".of the working classes into the gospel-
ti,. | .vition Army has to cater for all the rest (so
thefeil of’a ygn,

én"\Ubs S.

~eslev/*)i? Lubbock doing at the ceremony of re-
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Gile. tOf?,at fisll>was vomited, out and imme-
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“ible. {road enough, | suppose that we will

n the meantime, | agree with the
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Catholic priesthood that it is a good book for laymen and lay-
women to let alone.—Braun's Iconoclast ( Chicago).

Bingley Free Library has sent the following' on a postcard
to the publisher of the Positivist Review: “The Library
Committee have decided for the future not to accept any reli-
gious, denominational, or rationalist papers, and request you
will cease to forward the Positivist Review. Thanking you
for past favors,” etc. This is a cowardly way of getting rid
of a difficulty. Instead of giving fairplay all round—no more
and no less—Committees are saying : “ Oh, we’ll get rid of the
whole bother by excluding every paper which anybody has
anything to say against. Freethought papers shall go, and
religious papers too.” But why draw the line just there ?
Even the daily papers contain articles, especially on the
literary side, in which strong opinions on religion are often

pressed ? Why not exclude such papers too, at least when
they contain such articles? The end of this policy would be
the appearance of only the most colorless papers on Free
Library tables—trade journals and the like ; for if you exclude
¥vhat anybody objects to, you also exclude what anybody cares
or. e

“There is too much indifference to religion itself to permit
of any general vitality in the demand for disestablishment.” So
says the author of the study of Lord Rosebery in the current
number of the Fortnightly Review, and there is much truth
in the observation. Christianity is slowly dying of dry rot.
Most of its sermons and apologies to-day are very dry rot.

Canon Barnett, preaching in Bristol Cathedral, said that
“ the great need of religion was mental alertness.” We quite
agree with him. Only if the mental alertness were sufficent
there would be very little religion left, and we hardly think
that is what he desires.

Canon Barnett said of Ritual that half its attraction is the
belief that it is illegal. People, he said, so like doing what
they are forbidden to do. Precisely so. That accounts for
the rapidity with which Eve snapped up the apple in Eden.
Jehovah ought to have remembered Canon Barnett's sage
perception. Had he said nothing at all about the apples, it
1S just possible that Eve wouldn’t have cared for them a bit.
She might have gone on eating pears, peaches, apricots,
cherries, grapes, etc., etc., and left the pippins hanging till
the present hour. It is dangerous to tell a man he mustn't do
anything ; to tell a woman so is to ensure her doing it at the
very first opportunity. Hence the loss of Eden, death, and
all our woe.

The Bishops don’'t appear to be in any hurry to go to
kingdom-come. A number of them almost lag superfluous
upon this earthly scene. The Bishop of Liverpool was born
in 1816, the Bishop of Gloucester in 1819, the Archbishop of
Canterbury in 1821, the Bishops of Durham, Ely, and Exeter
in 1825, the Archbishop of York in 1827. St. Peter must be
wondering when these right reverend gentlemen gre going
to knock at his wicket.

The Spanish Cortes is going to have a debate on a motion
demanding the expulsion of the Jesuits. There is also a
motion for the complete expulsion of all the monastic orders.

We have before remarked that jokes whirl; appeared in the
Freethinker many years ago as “ profane ” are often trotted
out now in quite respectable circles. There was an old story,
for instance, of the negro preacher who said that the Lord
made the first man of wet clay, and set him “up agin de
palin’s to dry,” whereupon a black auditor inquired “ Who
made de palin’s?” and was told to sit down, as “ such ques-
tions as dat would upset any system of teology.” This story
is actually cited in the Home Magazine as one of the Rev.
Dr. Newman Hall’s 1

The Rev. Dr. Lee says that the late Canon Liddon suffered
greatly in consequence of the rise of the Higher Criticism.
The publication of Lux Mundi seems to have affected his
health and shortened his life. To think that Dr. Gore, the
head of Pusey House, should “ openly deny that Christ is
omniscient God,” and thus give “a stab in the back to
Tractarian Theology,” and indirectly “ invite Rome to stand
in the gap which his own policy had made”! Dreadful!
The reader who wishes to see more on this subject will find
it in Mr. Foote’'s Book of God, particularly in the ninth

chapter.

How to Help Us.

(1) Get your newsagent to take a few copies of the Freethinker

' and try to sell them, guaranteeing to take the copies that
remain unsold.

(2 Take an extra copy (or more), and circulate it among your
acquaintances.

(1) Leave a copy of the Freethinker now and then
car, or the omnibus.

(4) Display, or get displayed, one of our contents-sheets, which

w are of a convenient size for the purpose, Mr. Forder will
send them on application.

in the train, the
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To the Friends of Freethought.

W ith the death of the late Charles Bradlaugh it may be
said that the “ heroic period ” of English Freethought
came to an end. Unless an unforeseen religious re-
action should occur, it is hardly probable that the Free-
thought party will again be the object of such an out-
burst of persecution as that which occasioned Mr.
Bradlaugh’s great parliamentary struggle and my own
imprisonment for “ blasphemy.” From the time when
I became President of the National Secular Society,
after Mr. Bradlaugh’s resignation early in 1890, | have
always seen and felt that the triumphs of Freethought
in the immediate future were to be won in the field of
organisation. It was the recognition of this truth which
prompted me to devise and incorporate the Secular
Society, Limited, which nullifies the worst effects of the
old Blasphemy Laws, and affords full legal security for
the receipt and expenditure of donations or bequests for
Secular purposes. Having accomplished that task, |
turn to a matter of no less importance. What | now
seek to do is to organise our literary propaganda on a
proper and sufficient basis. Hitherto it has been carried
on at haphazard. There has been plenty of enterprise,
but no resources, and the union of the two is requisite
to efficiency.

| propose to start with the Freethinker and the pub-
lishing business connected with it. Both have been
carried on by me for many years without the capital to
develop them. This has entailed great and undue labor
upon me ; and since the loss of my invaluable colleague,
the late J. M. Wheeler, | have found that my increased
editorial work, in addition to lecturing in London and
the provinces, seeing after the publication of books and
pamphlets, and superintending the general affairs of our
party, is really too much for me. Moreover, it prevents
me from giving adequate attention to important matters
which belong to the President’s province. Thus the
vital interests of our movement suffer ; and | believe
the friends of Freethought will see the advisability of a
speedy alteration of this unsatisfactory state of
things.

The Freethinker more than pays its way, without
advertising or any sort of commercial management ;
and with these advantages it should become a valuable
property. | have also a considerable stock of Free-
thought books and pamphlets. They are all saleable,
some quickly, others slowly. This side of the business,
with capital behind it, would be really profitable—com-
mercially, by yielding an excellent return on outlay, and
morally, by multiplying and improving the supply of
Freethought literature to the public. Of course, it is
the Freethinker which carries everything else along,
and the first object should be to extend its circulation.
This can only be done by means of capital. | therefore
propose to form a Limited Liability Company to take
over the Freethinker and my publishing stock at a
valuation ; one half payable in cash, and the other half
in shares bearing no dividend until the other share-
holders receive at least five per cent., after which mine
would rank on a par with other shares. | would also
enter into a contract with the Company to conduct the
Freethinker and supervise the publishing business ; and
should be quite content to let a considerable part of my
remuneration depend upon the Company’s success.

A capital of £ 5000 would enable the Directors to
settle with me and provide ample working capital for
the present. The shares should be £1 each, payable
at intervals during a year, as might be found necessary.
Further capital could be raised as the Company developed
a profitable business.

I have already mentioned this matter to some friends,
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and have received several promises of supp°rt
dition that the whole 5,000 shares, or a ™"

1

number, are subscribed for, and that not <h Y

10s. per share be called up in 1899. | n*‘farS-
matter before the whole Freethought party» i

is represented by the general body of my rea ~itj;:
my desire to have this Company formed Soogfhink’\'
be formed at all ; and | therefore invite Fre' 1
over the kingdom, or even in other lands w'iel"r\riif
be scattered, to let me know at their earliest n
what number of £1 shares they are prepare
the foregoing conditions.

or evenl
Those who can take only a few shares, no*
should not hesitate to do so. The larger &

It" U™ eR
JoRtL

enlisted in this enterprise the better.
a tangible interest in our movement, and,
of their investment, a certain influence in tiL

its operations. thal ™'

Perhaps | may be pardoned for thinking ~
some right to expect a handsome respo fiur
suffered imprisonment for Freethought, , year it

in the front of its battles, | have been electd .
year as President of its national organisatio”™ fut
am proposing will render my own service ~ [U
to the cause. But it will do more than t

place our literary propaganda upon @ PréPe ¢mm -

1 ganised
something like terms of equality; and ~ dl”™
leading Freethought journal in England» N g
is connected with it, above the accidents M
personality, so that whether | stand or
die, the Flag will be kept flying. NN

28 Stonecutter-street, London, E. C.,J It
of SUft

P.S.—The following are the promise-"
already received, the figure after e
the number of £1 shares —

Mr. George Anderson
A London Friend

Mr. Horace S. Seal
Mr. Fr. Essemann...
A Scotch Friend

Mr. S. Hartmann
Messrs. John and James McGlas an
Mr. Richard Johnson
Mr. C. Girtanner

Mr. T. E. Green

Mr. George Dixon...
Mr. C. Daviss

A Gateshead Friend
Dr. T. R. Allitison...
Mr. G. J. Warren ...
Mr. Joseph Barry ...
Mr. Jas. Partridge...
Mr. A. L. Brame

Mr. S. M. Peacock
Mr. W. H. Spivey...
Mr. M. Christopher
Shares to Mr. G. W. Foote (52Y)

BBBTB TS 5% @ 4 a%

Gross total to date

v S :
li Iteetlnd
Humanity persists and flows on ?3N°but Tji.C
disappears after a short course of ‘I pot juS ¢jsS
nor tliat of the water-drop, is lost. ..JI0Out "njL
couid not eomplete its einculation thef fiiiy. ,in
superinducin%‘;ethe combinations of ot ijridg o 4
men leaves {he fraces of his exiHWREG (PF ~ - K% {/
separated or brought into new .
tion to the culture treasury of hurna gﬂ%#-
by every human life, from the least to
hausen,
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

,VO
H 16 Regent’s Park, Freethought Demonstration,

To Correspondents.

s Lecturing Engagements.—All com-
Heamin for ME. Charles Watts should be sent to him at
; AW anj rtlac® Lalham, S.W. If a reply is required, a
V tjiu, "Dressed envelope must be enclosed,
iVferil’ treasurer of the National Secular Society, writes
* Surh nce to the prOJected Company, details of which-will

QL ano

I page : “ 1 will take thirty shares in the

Jth> f.hope the required capital will be forthcoming
trs g r. hme. I wish I could take ten

CS'ieT enormous advantage our movement

ﬁoﬁour t ought really to turn out a financial success.

E_farg propaganda of almost greater import-

‘me, a,,J inary lectures. Yours is a most practical

-re'sach Slout appeal to the well-to-do Freethinkers,
merely ;,,'llice f°r them to show that they are Freethinkers,
'cNo* nwame’ but in real!ty-" )
p"\Patly, ji* anchester) writes” with regard to the projected
jndthat . Ich he will take twenty shares: “1 am very
."'dLiablf?U have decided to form your business into a

H jj Would Company. | have often thought what a good
l§g "ers ~ a to form such a Company, and take off your
P®you fr heavy weight of purely business matters, and
rce ,, to attend more to other matters of great im-
cause. | hope and trust that Free-
v e*rt$ country will rally round you and make
N m ™ * cessfni."

Sa> PtE who will take ten shares in the projected
S N ’leolks: “ I wish your new enterprise every success,
¢ more towards a plan which will help to free

G """'ays glad to receive cuttings,

f w'* '0°b through the manuscript,

Shall receive attention.
"Your cutting’s are very welcome. Thanks.

whhsbouW never have peace of mind if we troubled

adam Evid,ule Perappsdl scurrilities of the baser sort of

S dencers When pig vomits it is best to keep

DD ehalt

enall ot the camberwell Branch, begs to thank

, tpf evarliie"” FeF Posent of a large framed portrait of

% Pertyofhand a Lust of Henry Hetherington, formerly
fj/ teru 1Cr father.

:"ﬁn. alina rlor the copy of your excellent letter in the

élotolocal ,1; ence °f secular education. Such communl—
. 1newspapers are of great service to"Free ~ S/
110.0 matter shall have attention, and )
. SAN/7 M rfer consideration.
. overlooked ; in our next,
S 11 ffanks foryour cuttings.
nisquam, Massachusetts, writes: “ Will

me through the correspondence column of
WPWU contemplate & IEVIGW IH mdt periodical

anxiou?”0~ ? istory ofFreethoughti’ Person-
hp%t d,"ave alre-UMto reac*a review of the book from your
I,'C]bl 2 the ’\aoy said, in answer to an English corres-

(>t - eS°f|\/|’ Robertson's book were sent for
~uhors °Ur Custom to obtrude notices of books upon

V in aj.
\ nnectioi?Ue aware of the good work you did for

Seh ,Ce eXnro VIN Camberwell Branch, and have
<VV niudfiiSSe<™ our recognition of it. At the same
4Ss. *ur SA]%EE kham, and it ha* *° 'yir. Foote
you'a"P is hardly a?d}"ant' the Branch,

‘Or7in lever fr e lecture, but toM yo agaln
allv formed, Iss Vane also

ie
ers that you left. unheeded ~ &free

Foote would not gic L it IS
kSkQveCli?attiér of the Branch "’as scUIN and
tSk, atPenll'e best thing to do now is t q Branch
Nv*'" s S hambe carried on by the Camber (of
C atewy you can work with that Branch, ivM
1a V°u¢, for which there is obwousy no i
rVA you ,,,, ""vllI'g received any notice, we are

Vo,, Mr. Percy Ward is to lecture at
in N'1 hud the famous Tacitus passage
WilSo_ p Foote’s Sign of the Cross (6d.)—a
t.? 5 hr&%lesﬁaj@g&?g%% Glad to hear you are

ANilN'uyoufSVewi” °"ancii.  See Exodus xxxiii. 23 for
1 7b W;WC neww'nff tbe Lord’s back parts. Pleased to
all nmfnt displays the [Freethinker in h
«TNaC_ tiP " LIWQUd do 't thatJustlcc-
,|°f Man T-1lloug ht— Neéw Century— Awakener
V: “Inburi>-i Hraes— PropTPQQIvf» Thlnker— Boston
‘dsriss X —p Vel
Society Two Worlds— Ethical World
fi Clt’\Per— ,°f Reason—Braun’s lIconoclast—

T LR
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Letters for the Editor of the Freethinker®hould be addressed to
28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C.

Lecture Notices must reach 28 Stonecutter-street by first post
Tuesday, or they will not be inserted.

The National Secular Society's office is at No. 377 Strand,
London, where all letters should be addressed to Miss Vance.
It being contrary to Post-Office regulations to announce on the
wrapper when the subscription expires, subscribers will receive
the number in a colored wrapper when their subscription is

due.

The Freethinker will be forwarded direct from the publishing
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid:— One year,
10s. 6d.; halfyear, gs. 3d.; three months, 2s. 8d.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by
marking the passages to which they wish us to call attention.

O rders for literature should be sent to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stone-
cutter-street, E.C.

Scale of Advertisements :—Thirty words,
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements :(— One inch,
4s. 6d.; half column, £1 2s. 6d.; column, £2 gs. Special terms
for repetitions.

is. 6d.; every suc-

Sugar Plums.

The second of the Freethought Sunday Demonstrations
was held in Hyde Park on Sunday afternoon. As the brake,
which Mr. Wilson kindly lent as usual, would have had to
go considerable distance from the spot where Hyde Park
crowds congregate, it was decided to take advantage of the
West London Branch’s lecture-stand, around which a large
audience soon gathered. The sun was shining down
mercilessly, and the auditors were all perspiring. Imagine,
then, the experience of the speakers 1 They all had a
Turkish bath—minus the luxury of shampooing and the
sweet dawdle in the cooling-room. Mr. Harr}' Snell acted
as chairman, and his introductory address was most excel-
lent, being solid and serious on the whole, but with witty
touches here and there that kept the people—including a
capital sprinkling of ladies—in good humor. Mr. Heaford
spoke with vigor and effect. The exclamations of “ Good
old Heaford ”—though he isn't so very old—showed he was
thoroughly welcome. Mr. Robert Forder occupied only a
few minutes, the conditions being too taxing for his strength.
Then came Mr. Foote, who was received with enthusiasm.
The poor Christian Evidence men, who pitched a< near to
the Secularists as they could, for obvious reasons, ana who
had been shouting “ National Secular Society— National
Secular Society,” and “ Where is Mr. Foote? Where is Mr.
Foote ?” were soon deserted by all but the veriest handful of
faithful listeners. The crowd grew biggsr and bigger all
the time Mr. Foote was speaking, and it was good to hear
the ringing cheers when he finished. Mr. A. B. Moss came
last and spoke with his usual force, and then Mr. Snell pro-
nounced the benediction. Mr. Cohen could not come, having
to be at Brockwell Park, and Mr. Watts was not well enough
to attend. However, the speakers were quite numerous
enough in that blazing weather.

The third of these Freethought Demonstrations will be
held at 3.30 this afternoon (July 16) in Regent’s Park, near
the Park entrance to the Zoological Gardens. The platform
will be Mr. Wilson’s brake, and a shady pitch will be sought
under a big tree. A good list of speakers is being arranged,
including Mr. Foote lor certain, and there is sure to be a very
large gathering.

Mr. Cohen had a hard task last Sunday, lecturing out of
doors in such trying weather while still weak from his recent
illness. We are glad to hear that he had a very large meeting
in Brockwell Park. Mr. Cohen lectures this morning (July
16) at 11.15 in Victoria Park. We call special attention to
this, as morning lectures are a novelty there.

Mr. T. Wilmot, secretary of the Camberwell Branch, has
taken up the Peckham Rye propaganda for the present, until
the local friends shake down into order and efficiency. He
arranged with Mr. Edwards for a lecture last Sunday, and is
providing another lecturer to-day (July 16).

Mr. Wilmot is pressing Mr. Foote to give the Camberwell
Branch a Sunday outdoor lecture in Brockwell Park. He
says it would be of great service to the Branch, which rather
needs assistance. Mr. Foote, however, is not quite able at
the moment to say Yes to this invitation. He is hard-worked
enough already, and there are plenty of younger men to
carry on the open-air propaganda, in which' Mr. Foote took
llis full share in former days. Of course the Sunday Free-
thought Demonstrations are a special effort, and do not
involve an hour’s speaking to a big out-of-door erowd.

By the kindness of Mr. George Anderson, each of the
London Branches now engaged in outdoor propaganda has
received a parcel of literature for distribution. Miss Vance,
the N.S.S. Secretary, has also received instructions from Mr.
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Anderson to forward other parcels to new Branches of the
Society, who should make application to her at 377 Strand,

Secular Thought (Toronto) reproduces Mr. Foote’s article
n “Zola’s Triumph ” from the Freethinker.

The lecture arranged to take place at Clerkenwell-green on
Sunday morning last had to be abandoned in consequence of
Mr. Bater, who had charge of the meeting, being suddenly
seized with illness. We are glad to learn, however, that he
has somewhat recovered.

The South Shields Branch holds its annual excursion to-
day (July 16) at Holywell Dene. A start will be made at the
Ferry at 12.45, North Shields at 1. The fare for adults is is.,
children 6d. Accommodation was severely taxed last year,
and intending excursionists should therefore give notice to
Mr. R. Chapman, 30 Madras-street.

The Liverpool Branch goes on picnic to-day (July 16) to
Chester. The party meets at the Liverpool Landing-stage
at 145 p.m. for a start. Tickets (3s. 6d. each) can be
obtained of the secretary, Mr. W. Cox, 1 Dove-road, Orrell-
park, Walton, Liverpool.

We are pleased to hear, on the authority of the Rev. F. B.
Meyer, who has recently returned from India, and has just
been speaking at the Centenary meeting of the Religious
Tract Society, that opposition to Christianity is rampant in
the great peninsula. “ Buddhist priests,” he says, “ translate
Ingersoll’s tracts to counteract missionary teaching, and not
a student leaves the university in Madras without receiving a
pack of infidel literature.” All the one hundred and ten
weekly newspapers published in the vernacular have a dis-
tinct bias against Christianity. Mr. Meyer says that the
future fight in India will not be against »¢¢belief, but against
«»belief, and that nothing but a flood of gospel literature will
save India to Christianity.

On July 6 the Birmingham Branch held a “social ” at the
Victoria Hotel, John Bright-street. There was a large
gathering of members and friends. The occasion was taken
advantage of to present Mr. A. Scrimshire with a testimonial
in recognition of valuable services he had rendered the
Branch. The presentation, an illuminated address, was
made by the President, Mr. J. H. Ridgway, who spoke of the
high qualities Mr. Scrimshire possessed, and eulogised the
generous manner in which he freely used them for objects of
benevolence and progress. This the meeting heartily
endorsed. Mr. Scrimshire, in acknowledging, expressed
great surprise at receiving such a mark of appreciation for
his services, which to give the Branch had always been a
delight to him. He should regard it with the greatest
pleasure, and with pride hand it down to his children. An
enjoyable evening was spent in songs, music, and readings.—
J. Partridge.

Mr. G. J. llolyoake is on the warpath again. We have
received a “cyclostyle” pamphlet containing his vigorous
comments on the action of Messrs. Macmillan in restraining
Mr. W. H. llolyoak, of Leicester, from infringing their
copyright in Fitzgerald’s Omar Khayyam. Copies of this
curious production can be obtained for one shilling at 77,
llumberstone-gate, Leicester. We refrain from discussing
the case itself; to do that would require a great deal of
space. While private property exists we suppose publishers
are entitled to protect their copyrights. At the same time,
there were circumstances in this particular instance which
might have called for less peremptory treatment of the
infringer.

Buddhism and Christism.

With the remarkable exception of the death of Jesus on the
cross, and of the doctrine of atonement by vicarious suffering,
which is absolutely excluded by Buddhism, the Buddhistic
records contain statements about the life and doctrines of
Buddha which clearly correspond, and impossibly by mere
chance, with the legends recorded in the pamphlets, called
the gospels, about the life and doctrines of Christ. The early
Christians, in scheming out their new faith, had ample oppor-
tunities of building it up with the tempting materials afforded
them by the corresponding movement, instituted in a prior
age by the great Indian reformer. Their contact with
Therapeuts and Essenes, those essential Buddhists, will alone
account for much of these similitudes ; and the sphere of
Alexandria, with its intercourse with the East, and aptitude for
cultivation of Eastern philosophies, explains the rest. Proofs
existing of the knowledge of Buddhistic history among re-
nowned Christian writers of very early periods, it may readily
be concluded that there was such knowledge, in the same
circle, from the first (see Bunsen, The Angel-Messiah, p. 50;
Strange, The Sources ami Developments of Christianity, pp.
213,214; Henan, Vie deJesus, p. 308). MIMNERMUS,

The Question of the Drunkard-

. . lwith

A few days ago | had a friendly conversation
young Christian. | had been chatting some ti®
had quoted the Bible (as | might quote MornL
and | had incidentally mentioned that | was oceupif
day long on Sundays with meetings and "t
classes. My amiable friend jumped at a j fib
not unnatural conclusion, and asked me 1 ~
Local Preacher. “ Oh, no,” | said, “l an &L
the Leicester Secular Society.” N e ns?

There was a pause of mingled amazement anm;\
If this incident had occurred fifty years ago
man would have looked at me from top 17"
more or less politely introduced the topic
death-beds. But the coal-scuttle bonnet has
crinoline has followed ; and the death-bed argl
but a ghost of its former self, and only finds
the tea-table of the uneducated. So the Christian
with an intelligence that did him credit, immediat ;
a thrust at a vital issue.

The Secular Society ?” he repeated. *

now may | ask what motive-force you won , %jit
bear upon a drunkard in order to secure h|S
sion V'

“You mean his reformation?”

“Very well, his reformation.
Aimncr mean-" 1 rejoined, “what is the method hj

actcr? 'CS °rAtheists Propose to improve

“Yes.” .
«Well,” I continued, our first concern

the drunkard.” call°uv
He looked surprised, as if he thought me “Sfy
“ Let me give you an illustration,” 1sal j-

a teacher has a hundred boys in his schoo ¢  jctPh;
his business, he will of course carry on” yai

some consciously worked-out principle*- pual

then, that he will assume the majority °

be normal or abnormal ?” n
“ He will assume them to be normal* te

“ Quk of the Hubdred) Hevwidt exfiect | .
part Will apprétkite HiS pikdd) and Wvit  rate
for boyish fidgets and spirits) will co-op
in the process of training?”

“ | should think so.” . forel
“ At the same time, he will know 5 s
few of his scholars will be troublesome,

will be defective or vicious ?”

“Very likely. . Jyv WIth3 Qi

“Will he conduct his school nl’f‘“rz}llI)fhyE%NS
. " ™ "o TM

b *Igf an‘cg‘ \{Iaous boys5I and

N

reforniers staff" 152l8Nety at large th.
towards theV - ant* educators mns V
abnormal afte™ "'5ei" 8- ormal Sf> :|;
does not chi 11 other Words ti -
prima”~pS5S»T «'"e oonsideralion. » ”

*“1admit that.” mK

drunkard”oe'J Went on>“1 am not s £ fU£
ance. ]jut (CS not deserve our symp”/S/AA,:

not fix its dii7o™V 1 lat a system of moral I *ti"

~oat mas, the peopl'ép\;)v'h(ghﬁl’@ tap§‘
development.” e

At this point our conversation Wzﬁrjﬁ)‘ng id

subject is important, and serves pcVjval’j ~
defect in popular Christianity
and not a few of the better-instructeéd ™~ Zc " f

adwaosies— Iay immense stress wpon tbe

science (if it is Wopth é%ndianiég lpgn 'E‘g?i”4 >
and morbid. The mistake of metbo ~ J

in the story of Jesus in the CospSjg af,]|,
portrayed as a healer. NoW:

beneficence of healing, and | N
the more enlightened departm?y S <™
But | affirm that the highes
would not apply itself to the tre*» .t a]f“.ﬁ}ll
to the preservation of healthy blog; elJ
tions. Jesus ought to have been

w sy -

fot

I»ti

von V
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1S type of human health is the mother,
1 gf0j.e ‘Oremost office of the mother ? Does she
jitof a diseased babe, and is her work mainly
1 «hutflj remedies to sickness and deformities ?
d&Ve nrace would be in a very sorry condition if
% W ~ ua"y the case. No ; the mother bears a

{th tar n‘ﬁ&enerally healthy constitution, and her
So arry U'e and her love all tend to the main-

Stre expansion of right physiological balance.
. dgkmeway, our rules of education and the principles
?d Liranist religion must be directed to the train-
Hndl natures (and they form the majority of
radtUgvh'ch *vh respond to our appeals and reward

<eal'ans are lamentably weak in psychology. They
. 'Qul°us habit of dividing men and women jhto
< r, .clas-s, as fruiterers do with apples, and

<o g sound ” o covmey ™ The. Bidoh-
Sa an” tbe drunkard is “ damaged.”

f 'visfiQ i WWHF not submit to this crude sub-division.
Piigte.(icUard-class definitely separated from the
OascfCass> \Moderation fines off by delicate shades
» acther. 3 n t'le one hand, and instability of wi
Ini“ad . | le drunkard is but the last expression
N ooy I%'(]:Ia itendeney: Intemperance (whether in
N ander?uhabits) 's an evd that affects societ
h ity 'yhile society at large has sufficient healt

\b]earencie<eeP c'ear_beaded and self-controlled, its
N W itsmSare empodled in its slightly intemperate
-\ 0 -fiuently intemperate members, its almost
i./erate m ernperate members, and its hopelessly in-
K/ ruiitfemn'3ers- then, we desire to attack the
R« PdOnenness (or prostitution, or gambling, etc.),
jX'ng t° Permanent good by praying for drunkards,
'id r&ior .?kards, scolding drunkards, petting
k-tUlarcls Writ'ng special literature on the difficulties
C°md mH That is the superficial method ; the
[rte d,, 1Qd > the Christian method. We must
C*soms 3 s causes. We must observe thousands
Ujs°finstit are not drunkards, and examine thou-
%  Pubfft°’ns which have no apparent connection
. a generation or so ago the
i; 7~h j,CriCa conducted a Whiskey War. They
V s tho' streets, and denounced the saloon-
andof 3 a”crs’ t desire to speak respectfully
\J SknOw a *other, women ; and I heartily support
Pl .to char as the Woman Movement. But | am
AHtQly. /lcterise this Whiskey War as a piece of
«k for Was mean and unjust to single out
Hi;the inj Peachment and obloquy. The publicans
M. wx °f a social taste, and the menials of a
.I'd rQOie, e ‘Oust assail the taste and the will, not
I@r theM_niechanicaI instruments,
. ni- - R . R .
%id—l“j rather'e dUestion in brief, we must aim at a
With ijulan a ~-formative, method. We
man nature as a thing that may be
‘a \Wa and not as_a coat that needs patching,
« c \y"hts rebuilding, or a €aneer that calls for
f~e,must treat human nature ag an organism
3\ 'seipiysalthy and REE debility: Hluman nature
Wedij\" %‘f't‘ﬁéa qo’. orucigixion ; and it will be won
°Ps of r SUasive counsels of Reason, and not
Uo‘gotha. F. J. Gould.

Jesus.

MiERE Is poor Jesus gone ?
Ani Slts w>th Dives now,
not even the crumbs are flung
0 Lazarus below.

N
h§pé= is poor Jesus gone .
he with Magdalen ?

doles her one by one
or wages of shame !

\

Vﬁ'ore is poor Jesus gone?
W, h° good Samaritan,

nat does he there alone s (
tfo stabs the wounded man

“~here is poor Jesus gone,
<, '¢ lamb theyisacrificed *
X AX % hhade God of this carrion,
' nd labelled it “ Christ ” !

“ Sonars of ,he Army of the Night.
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The Vegetable Lamb of Tartary.

It is probable that the reader has never considered the
appearance or botanical position of the Tree of Life in
the Garden of Eden. We are all familiar with the idea
that the Tree of Knowledge was an apple-tree, and that
certain direful results followed upon Eve’'s sudden
partiality for pippins ; but the reason for the expulsion
of the first pair frem Eden was not so much the apples
that they did eat as the fruit of the Tree of Life which
they might have eaten ; for, if they had continued their
experiments and tasted the latter, they would have
lived for ever (Genesis iii. 22). Now, the same geniuses
who discovered that the Tree of Knowledge was an
apple-tree, also settled to their own satisfaction the
exact appearance of the Tree of Life. They decided
this question upon Scriptural grounds. It was clear to
them that the Tree of Life must be connected with Jesus
Christ, for did he not declare “ I am the way, the truth,
and the Life ”? In the New Testament Jesus Christ is
called the “ Lamb of God,” and the Fathers had drawn
mystical parallels between him and the Passover Lamb.
It was therefore evident, by all the principles of mediaeval
logic, that the Tree of Life must have possessed more or
less of the figure of a lamb.

Now, about two hundred years ago we English were
introduced to the Dutch method of clipping trees into
fanciful shapes ; and in old gardens we may still meet
with box and other shrubs apeing the figures of animal
nature. Giraffes and peacocks are the first favorites in
this style of sculpture, although it occasionally requires
a strong effort of the imagination to comprehend what
animal the gardener intended to portray. But the Lamb-
Tree, which the mediaeval imagination evolved from its
inner consciousness, was a far different creation to any
of these.

If the Tree ot Knowledge were an apple-tree, then
every orchard contained a descendant or relation of
that famous tree ; but in no Christian land do we meet
with a lamb-tree. However, to the mediaeval mind
it was obvious that the Tree of Life must have left
some terrestrial representative, and therefore the lamb-
tree must exist somewhere. Accordingly the monks
pitched upon Tartary. Tartary was a very favorite
spot for signs and wonders in the Middle Ages. It
was a veritable Unknown Land to Europeans ; and if
you made any assertion about it, it was excessively
unlikely that any inquisitive person would ever go
there to prove that you were wrong. Nowadays,
however, Tartary is too well known, and when people
want to find a local habitation for Mahatmas, and such
small deer, they have to refer them to Thibet.

Well, as we said before, the mediieval myth-makers
pitched upon Tartary as a likely place for their Lamb-
Tree ; and, in the fully-developed form of the legend,
this vegetable phenomenon was a most remarkable one.
It was said that in the wilds of Tartary there grew a
tree which sprang from a seed. This tree consisted of
a stalk or trunk, upon the top of which was a growth
having the exact form ofa lamb. This Vegetable Lamb
possessed four feet, a head and a tail, and was covered
with white wool. Not only did this lamb resemble the
ordinary animal in outward appearance, but when the
tree came to maturity the head actually ate grass ; for
it bent down from its stalk, and browsed away all the
herbage within its reach, right the way round. When
all the grass had thus been eaten, it would have been
imagined that the poor lamb would have died of starva-
tion ; but here a wise provision of nature came in.
Directly the grass had disappeared, the stem of the
lamb-tree shrivelled up, and the animal immediately
died, leaving nothing but its bones and wool behind.
Not only had the monks learnt of the existence and
manner of growth of this wonderful plant, but they even
knew its native name, which was Boramets. Later
philologists have endeavored to discover the origin of
the name Boramets. They say it is derived from the
Slavonic word Baran, which signifies a sheep. But
there is also the Russian word Boronets, meaning a
particular kind of plant; and other etymologies might
be suggested. However, guess-work philology is a most
barren study ; and perhaps it is not worth while to
pursue the matter farther.

The existence of this Borametz, Agnus Scythians, or
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Vegetable Lamb of Tartary, was fully believed in for
several centuries ; and, of course, it was duly described
in those mendacious books of travel which appeared
towards the end of the Middle Ages. About 1330 the
“travels” of Ordericus of Friuli were published, and
contained an account of the Vegetable Lamb. But the
falsehoods of Ordericus were overshadowed by the far
more famous “ travels” of the English knight, Sir John
Mandeville, which contains a slightly different legend.
The author thus piously refers to the Bprametz : “ There
groweth there a manner of fruit as though it were a
gourd, and when they are ripe men cut them open, and
find within a little beast in flesh and bone and blood, as
though it were a little lamb without wool; and men eat
both the fruit and the beast, and that is a great marvel.
Of that fruit | have eaten, although it were wonderful ;
but I know well that God is marvellous in his works.”

The author of Mandeville’s Travels was fully persuaded
of the existence of the Vegetable Lamb ; and he even
professed to have eaten one. Other travellers claimed
to have met with traces of the Borametz, but their
acquaintance with it was not as close as that of Sir
John Mandeville. Probably the last explorer who came
away from Tartary persuaded of the existence of the
plant was Jans Struys, an adventurous Dutchman of the
seventeenth century. Struys did not profess to have
seen the Borametz itself; but he brought home one of
its fleeces, which he said were highly valued in southern
Russia on account of their softness and the beautiful
curly appearance of the wool. This fleece, however,
was clearly what is now called Astrakhan wool, which
is really derived from the unborn or newly-born lamb of
the species commonly known to naturalists. Eighteenth-
centurytravellers established the true nature of Astrakhan
wool, and proved beyond a doubt that no such plant
as the Borametz was ever known to grow in Tartary ; and
they found that the Tartars laughed at tke whole story.

Yet the Vegetable Lamb of Tartary’ had been firmly
believed in throughout the Middle Ages. It was not until
1557 that the celebrated Pavian physician, Girolamo
Cardano, ventured very timidly to argue against it,
showing the impossibility of supposing that a purely
animal being could grow on a tree like a vegetable.
Cardano’s treatise came in for a great deal of abuse ;
but its arguments could not be gainsaid, and scientific
men ceased to believe in the existence of the wonderful
Borametz. In 1698 Sir Hans Sloane read a paper before
the Royal Society, and exhibited to the members an
object which had been sent to him from India as a
veritable specimen of the Tartarian lamb, but which he
recognised as being really part of the root of a tree-fern
which had been trimmed up to resemble a four-footed
animal. In 1725 Dr. J. P. Breyn, of Dantzic, contri-
buted a learned paper to the Royal Society, and sub-
mitted a much better-looking specimen. These articles,
however, were made from a fern which does not grow
in Tartary. It is a native of Southern China, Assam,
and Malaysia, and is known to botanists as the Poly-
podium Boramets. The Chinese make toy dogs from its
roots, cleverly trimming them into the shape of a head
and body, and arranging the stalks to look like four
legs. There is a specimen in the Natural History
Museum at South Kensington ; and it is illustrated in
Lloyd'sEncyclopedic Dictionary under “Agnus Scythicus."
But the heathen Chinee calls the result of his ingenuity
a dog, for he has never heard of the Tartaric lamb. It
was the first Europeans who met with these Chinese
toys who associated them with the Borametz, and they
sent them home as specimens of the Vegetable Lamb of
Tartary.

It is hardly necessary to remark further that no such
plant as the Vegetable Lamb ever grew anywhere,
except in the mediaeval imagination. It is a mere fruit
of the monkish speculation of the Middle Ages, to which
we owe many such monsters ; and it is only of interest
to us as showing how a totally false popular idea may
be fostered owing to a temporary difficulty in disproving
it. It took about two centuries to disprove the story
of the Tartarian lamb, so that we need not despair if
more deeply-rooted fables take a longer period to
destroy. Ciiilperic.

What is the use of pretty painted glass in your churches when
you have the plagues of Egypt outside of them ?—Rusldn.
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Dr. Jesus Christ.

A follower of Jesus Christ and Him Crucifie” !

on June 27 last, an impassioned appeal in the -
Column of a morning contemporary in favor a
Midwives’ Registration Bill, now before

He wound up by saying anent the custom 0f<]
male doctors for ladies: *“Jesus Christ, J I
would condemn and refuse this practice. have
gabt I tiling 5 etideuly affiusirig. We 24§
the Eminent One in question called “ a great p o

but always wﬁpos_ect _that_ity was merelyff ev|i;if>

burst ut this agony-column contribui

takes the statement to heart,

seriously, and dispassionately ascertain line
Carpenter actually did in the “ medical Hi '
truly hard at first to imagine Him hanging )’5 Ni-

the largest jack-plane, and pounding away witn»£y
and mortar. But, in our intense desire”or .jlit);
dare not dismiss an idea because of its impl"* . d,
Moreover, during the last few years “ Christian

that™ wretched craze, semi-pious, wholly canting. I}
medical, and entirely humbug, has caught ho jey

©of ERflder

This seemed to point to the fact of the
faith being a medico. to theb
We prayerfully devoted a whole eveni™ 1

ject, the results of which we willingly P'7” c3rer
readers. Any information connected with reader5r
Our Lord must be welcome to the rehgflO o
this journal. The first incident in the file °/js jrstd
ofa medical nature was his circumcision. 1° rator

he was, however the subj ect and not the 0L < .jgoutl”
-------- Of eleven, ~

with  the doctors.” This looks more II(that g
but his tender years constrain us to behe jelit o
then merely a doctor’s boy, and not a s 0 que
we find him under the care of our scho 4 ﬂﬂ(ﬁ}!
Satan, undergoing dietetic 8A6 BtREr e /
knowledge of which he turned t© such
account later in life. sOO:lftJaf
On the completion of his studies, he ~ eaus 0™
We hear of him curing blind people by ,jssilh
and saliva; tackling skin-diseases, d" buking
corps of devils from patients, and n-nbaht &
Had he lived in our days, he would Pr
patented his mud pills for green @eopl@
became a fashionable physician.
lacked the necessary bald head and Whit¥ » ‘?;
gmger curls amd a bloe bbdnket do tiot ~ V
in the “ hupper suckles.” He was not,
unsuccessful, being always exceedingly P°P
ladies. His marvellous cure of Miss [Js
of the Frivolity Theatre, Jerusalem,»**«~a, .hJ

vify
**>€

y«V>

tion. The recovery of the Centuria aSE»1
Lazarus ; and the widow’s “ mite, ke tilll,
the faculty of his day. Unfortunate yv/~fjet Pj[/
of the means employed to put these gleS~""3
'on their feet.” The biographers of .rAtictoO ™ j
might have omitted one of those con
logics and given us that recipe. e £ i, .
gHe was z?surgeon of no rrr)uaan ability '&_%
this is to be found in his masterly opera geulH\I]

severed ear of the High-Priest’'s ®r farni/Miil
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1\ r h's followers, who later set up lor them-
r Simon Peter being perhaps the most

ik 'vho achieved fame as the first managing
M ®of the Catholic Church, Limited. Here we
the one-time carpenter. We have made an
scovery. The “light of the world ” is, after

th* red light from the surgery of Dr. Jesus

Mimnermus.

Morals Precede Religion ?

ESe «
;51 t°” -ith Lucretius that fear created the gods,
7 s..?1whatever religion man first accepted must
"t 'ftted to his moral judgment. His moral
j?lareii, lave been °f the lowest, but, to get him to
7 rﬁm hu"? tllat religion must have been something not
tﬂ rals; Let us sup se that h|s sole moral
m?ht not kill and eat his éldest son, but
rta(r,,, Is' “g might do as he pleased without fe_el_lng
. it is evident that the god of any religion
I gancestor of ours accepted must have had at
dl eharagtier, and that a god who would Kill
ofogiilaren would, had he been proposed for the
I%@eﬁbmmo’rr Iraamebmnaamnmermmmﬂ. Fear
no matter how monstrous.
bdjigdf. cander him froni accepting any god worse
rre lnionills' barring the explanation of Lucretius,
> aogtanr  P/ceded the belief in the supernatural,
rjolﬁx,nl(,e °f any religion. If this my surmise
t?Ghad ¥ a so appears that morals were precedent
ia darad(eler®‘°re not dependent upon religion, but
ay 'tev relid. °* religion and the acceptance or rejec-
i L°rals ;,r °n .~Pended upon man’s morals. Or,
%JIO"loonles to>and independent of, religion ;
1s@ 1slio /2f@r1 ana aepenas wnony upon, moral
5 UUs, a ud."he to sec this question discussed in
HioliCai'il if1 las for years seemed to me a funda-
X riitputw . Iswe.r Bd in my way, entirely does away

“ypon n.r"Ward by superstitionists, that morals are
IS“°n. Bedrock.
Book Chat.

N 5 ioflef of Shakespeare, like his profession, has
He has been repre

VNN 2mesl ahisitiagns strict Churchman of
gnostjl as.a Protestant bigot, as a Spiritualist,

* Now we find “ Father” Bowden and

'V °r,n:"air>>unﬁ\f *h N lc Region of Shakespeare (Burns
i,6/u;.,. sPenb L laJ he was an adherent of the Catholic

“” ither” Bowden is doing
_cﬁSl’\an aL Ior lain Mister Simpson, M.A., h
i }&Y asteep in Jesus.” 1The famente

+*“lahi"ieavofii’iev'dcntly wasted a lot of his time in

TiNtsC hut Bowden, bWIho |shnoé'i S0 mujch of a
X Wi _;_rle to bolster the deceased g¢
N HC~/plain %Wa the Whole proceegh """ WITTI {)e

b * ‘nat Shui * "at both the reverend gent and the lay-

K r - 7 &eRsgspearc invariably makes his characters
Had lie done so, he would have

—UﬂFtaréNﬂh‘iF@r S,tist as Byron. The authors of this
Ir\kGi(h."s a LTP. trouble, have equally proved that

&, sailor, tinker, tailor, lawyer,
i--tef Lowin, 1 ,that &Imkesgeare h aemmeider-
thePlley, the! does not ‘!soif prove h|m a

VS "\thelst took a great Interest In the

atlw,'n his ivw 1'0 Old Testament upon his style
t|."ever hp~"D'- Shakespeare used every intel-

A B /ere s jve ?und it, and it is no exaggeration
a smgle drama of his absolute

‘AW RIF ™ Hc.°arse web of some Italian tale, or a
-1V eegoldof Ltarcll> and, shooting through the

Civio

that Shakespeare belonged
4.V i JWIO

¢Hs “ thegreat lying Church.” They

~MNespeare makes the grand old
b1 twyr tlei®hiillS(. a Jove and the rest of the I’antheon,
V'c3 e PUmO«,'va™ a l'agan, because that would

Ui jhdud>, 7 I'lic impartial reader will want
‘«are * favor of Shakesgeare eln&J
eferly

nees, in chaiac ™ and
A W**y retc>0r casual mention » irisunn-
KV weptCertame Shakespeare >'a enets of
,.scheme of salvatiot Oﬁwpositc

S\K ﬁhl u life and d atq are entlrely >

V' mIhracs eare arc ng

more Christian, in any
f«  ,H+/ban those of Horace, Sophocles or

la>thcould not have been deep in the
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writer of Hamlet, Othello, King Lear, Measure for Measure,
and The Tempest. With his characters, appeals to the super-
natural are never real motives, but mere pretexts. When,
for instance, the thought that death ends all is put in the
mouth of Shakespeare’s most intellectual characters, it is
conclusive that he thought this appropriate to them. And
what is this but saying that the thought is his own. Much
might be said on this subject, but sufficient has been said to
recall that Shakespeare’s religion, if religion we term it

demands a wider name than that of Catholicism. It was that
of Humanity. . . .
Lloyd's Weekly Newspaper, reviewing Mr. F. J. Gould’s

Children's Book of Moral Lessons in its issue of July 2, says
that “ it is really a first-class reading-book for the youngsters.”
It is gratifying to find the paper with the largest circulation
in the world speaking in such complimentary terms of our
colleague’s book.

Correspondence.

MR. ENGSTROM’'S CHRISTIANS.

TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.”

Sir,—As the four English scientists claimed by Mr.
Engstrom to be devout Christians are still in the land of
the living, | propose a test as to their devout Christianity.
Jesus stated, according to the book of Mr. Engstrom’s
idolatry, that “ he that helieveth shall be saved, but he that
believeth not shall be damned.” If Mr. Engstrbm can get
either or all of his quartette of distinguished scientists to
endorse the common acceptation of that promise and threat
of Jesus’s, | will give Mr. Engstrbm a guinea for each such
endorsement to help his society to discover whatever—if any—
Christian evidences may be discoverable.

Although an Atheist myself, | warmly wish—like Lord
Kelvin—for the success of the Christian Evidence Society.
It’'s just evidence we’'ve been waiting for these 2,000 years,
and until we get it we, who read and think freely, can only
pronounce Christianity a fraud, partly an unconscious fraud,
mostly a conscious one on the part of its propagators.

As | know of no evidence which proves any of the super-
natural claims of the countless rival religions to Christianit¥,
so 1 know of none which demonstrates the truth of any single
one of the supernatural claims of Christianity. It’s time there
were started Buddhist, Mohammedan, Zoroastrian, Mormon,
Aztec, Jahvistic, Brahminist, Muggletonian, Unitarian, etc.
Evidence Societies to assist concurrently that of Mr. Engstrbm ;
for the evidence is the thing, and there is none 1

The more these Societies in esse or in posse fail, as they have
up to now most ignominiously failed, to produce a scrap of
demonstrable evidence for the existence of devils, or gods,
or hells, or heavens, or miracles, the more must people who
arc not financially interested in any of the different religions
drift further and further away from even a pretended credence
in such utterly absurd and noxious emanations from the im-
mature intelligence of the race.

At this time of day it is even more remarkable that parsons,
priests, and presbyters can—if they can—pass each other
without smiling at the credulity of their dupes, than, that
in Rome it was possible, two thousand years back, for a
couple of augurs of the old religion to meet each other

without a laugh.
However, I\%r Engstrbm and his Society, with their modest

rogramme to find evidence in proof of the absurd, have every
ikelihood of a lengthy—and a useless—career. If 'subscribers
last as long as the programme, then it should be eternal 1
But who nowadays can be got to subscribe towards a
Philosopher's Stone Evidence Society? Alas! as scientists
have given up as a delusion the search for that marvellous
Stone, even so will common people, I'm afraid, ere long give
up as a delusion still more baseless and degrading the search
for Christian “ Evidences '—the veritable Hunting of the
Snark! Sigvatson.

Think Thou and Act.

Think thou and act; to-morrow thou shalt die.
Outstretched in the sun’s warmth upon the shore,
Thou say’st: “ Man’s measured path is all gone o’er :

Up all his years, steeply, with strain and sigh,

Man clomb until lie touched the truth ; and I,

Even I, am he whom it was destined for.”
How should this be ? Art thou then so much more

Than they who sowed, that thou should’st reap thereby ?

Nay, come up hither. From this wave-washed mound
Unto the farthest flood-brim look with me ;
Then reach on with thy thought till it be drown’d.
Miles and miles distant though the grey line be,
And though thy soul sail leagues and leagues beyond,—
Still, leagues beyond those leagues, there is more sea.
—D. G. Rossetti.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC. Price Sixpence. Handsomely Printed-
[Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, S H A K E S P EA R E
and be marked “lecture Notice,” if notsent on post-card.]
LONDON.

The AtheNFum Hall (73 Tottenham Court-road, W .): Closed A LECTURE BY

during- July and A st.
uBlrgdll;ggh CILL:tg)uand Institute (36 Newington Green-road, C O L O N E L I N G E R SO L L

Ball's Pond): 8.30, A Concert.
“ A powerful piece of literary and philosophical

Open-air Propaganda. Ingersoll's glowing style, his forcible logic, and his acJ'o

Battersea Park Gates: 11.30, E. White. crimination make his panegyric of the Bard of Avon a if
Brockwell Park (near Herne-hill Gates): 3.15 and 6.30, interesting to read as, no doubt, his lecture was mspl
R. P. Edwards. hear.”— The Stage.

Camberwell (Station-road): 11.30, R. P. Edwards.
Edmonton (corner of Angel-road) : 7, C. Cohen.
Finsbury Branch (Clerkenwell Green): 11.30, A. B. Moss.
Finsbury Park (near Band Stand): 3.30, J. Rowney. Just published, price 2d., by post 2j~d.,
Hyde Park (near Marble Arch): Lectures every week evening

at 8. Sunday, at 11.30, a lecture. Men £c after (31:\/5 Ovvn I—bw_
Hammersmith (The Grove) : 7.15, A lecture.
Hampstead Heath (Jack Straw’s Castle): 3.15, A lecture.

London : R. Border, 28 Stonecutter-street, E-C-

Kilburn (corner of Victoria-road) : 7.15, A. B. Moss. BEING koA
Kingsland (Ridley-road): 11.30, Stanley Jones. BRIEF SKETCHES OF THE LIVES OF =*
Regent’s Park (near Gloucester Gate) : 3.30, Freethought _
Demonstration— Messrs. G. W. Foote, C. Cohen, A. B. Moss, ABRAHAM, MOSES, AND DAVID
and Harry Snell. By CHARLES WATTS. B o3
Stratford (The Grove): 7, E. Pack. . , | w
S. L. E. S. (Peckham Rye): 11.15, Mr. Storrar. (Brockwell London : Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-stre
Park) : 3.15, Mr. Clarke.
Victoria Park (near the Fountain): 11.15, C. Cohen, A special
lecture : 3.15, J. Rowney ; 6.30, Mr. Stanley. I HE BES I
Mile End Waste : 11.30 and 7, J. Rowney. July 19, at 8, C.
Cohen. ON L iani IS, |
The Triangle (Salmon-lane, Limehouse): 11.30, E. Pack. neo-malthusianism '
July 18, at 8 ¢. Cohen Embankment. 1150, £. caver, TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND PbA
estminster rosvenor Embankment): .30, E. cCalvert,
The Soul.” OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM
COUNTRY. By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M:V.S., MN.S-5°%

Derby: 7, Half-yearly meeting at Mr. H. McGuinness’s house.

Great Yarmouth Freethinkers’ Association (Freethinkers’ 160 pages, with portrait and autograph, bound in cloth, S

Hall, bottom of Broad-row): 7, Violin Selections by Professors Price is.;post free. n

Elliott and Rae ; 7.15, H. Drane, “ God and Man.” In order to bring the information within the reach (@
Leicester Secular Society (Humberstone-gate): 6.30, T. most important parts of the book are issued in"a Pa

Edwards, "The Antiquity of Man.” pages at one penny, post free 2d. Copies of
Liverpool (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square): The hall will dijstribution is. a dozen post free. ftx

be closed during the months of July and August. July 16, Annual The National Reformer of September 4, 189%

Picnic. Meet on Liverpool Landing Stage at 1.45. Holmes’ pamphlet....... is an almost unexceptio%lr ~
Manchester Secular Hall (Rusholme-road, All Saints): Neo-Malthusian theory and practice.....and - ougl?

Closed for Summer Season. to moral feeling....... The special value of Mr. B® o etV
Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockingham- the,Ngo-Malthusjan cayse and to human wgll-bd el

street) : W. Heaford— 11, "Common Sense and Religion”; 3, just hﬁs combination ®in Wis pampllnet 6?5 fﬁéll%‘ NI

”The Christian’s Hopes and Fears 7, "Some Fallacies of physical and moral need for family limitation wit 1

Theism.” Tea at5 The two first lectures will begin, if fine, of thie means by.which..it can be secured, and an "

near the Monolith. cerned of the requisites at the lowest possible PrRAp rySUJ'iS
South Shields (Captain Duncan’s Navigation Schools, Market- The Council of the Malthusian League, 1 “Ngli

place) : 7.30, Picnic arrangements ; and a reading. Allbutt, and others, have also spoken of it in verj UTXet,

The trade supplied by R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-
E.C. Other orders should be sent to the author,

Lecturers’ Engagements. M. R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAGE

m_?.\/igt?)r:iznﬁ’arllz. Osborne-road, High-road, Leyton.—July 16, W. J. Rende”,s cc Wife’S i p/‘

Recommended by Mrs. Besant in Law ofJ1 tW It
Dr. Allbutt.in..YVifc's HandbooK p. 5i Jyee 1
Chadwell-street, Clerkenwell; 2s. per d@i.. Postcy c»
in larger quantities). For particulars send stand

Important Caution- ;ektte

Arthur B. Moss, 44 Credon-road, London, S.E.—July 16, m>
Clcrkenwcll; a., Demonstration in Regent's Park ; e., Kilburn-
23, m., Mile End ; a., Demonstration in Victoria Park. 30»
probably Northampton.

R. P. Edwards, 52 Bramley-road, Notting-hill.—July 16, m.,
Station-road ; a. and e., Brockwell Park. 23, m., Battersea ; e., rhiw. Lseluss .imitations, substituted, gciiny'
Stratford. 30, m., Limehouse; a., Victoria Park; e., Edmonton. Chemists, tite Words Eendgﬁ]&EO, ang [o»:7>1

being speciously and plausibly introduced to deceive

E. Pack, 10 Henstridge-place, Ordnance-road, St. John’s Wood. Look for Autogtapii Registered Tra®"

-July 16, m., Mile End. 23, a. and e., Peckham Rye. 30, m.,
Battersea Park.

Il. Percy Ward, 5 Alexandra-road, Edgbaston, Birmingham.
—July 16, Public debate at Northampton. ‘&\/

AL r

POSITIVISM In Red Ink on each box, without whichverss":1

Higginson’s Syringe, with Vertical and Revers
4s. 6d., and 5s. 3d. [>r. Ralfrey\s Powder, is- ' 5.1
"Reorganisation, without god or king, ly the systematic peund, IS. 2d. Dr. Allbutt's Quinine Powders, -
sworship of. Humanity." prices post free.

Information and publications on the Religion of Humanity HERB BEER'

may be obtained free on application to the Church of

Humanity, Newcastle-on-Tyne. The best is made fro”1

Price 3d., by post 4d., THWA'TES’ 6d PACKET OF ," gen“-!f /

One Packet will make 8 gallons O.’\6°tainPs'

The Secular Almanack for 1899. Directions with each packet.- By post A pon’
G. THWAITES, Herbalist, 2 Church-

Edited dy G. W. FOOTE. on-Tees.
London : R. Fortier, 23 Stonecutter-strcct, E.C. Agents Wanted.



Jduly ;& 1899.

togersoll’s
th e
Price 6d.

ie L v mJrcd Pages
Wspapcr.

THE FREETHINKER.

New Lecture.

devil

post free.

brilliant and stimulating writing.”—

London 4 R Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Now Ready. 48 Pages.

Nsoils Grand New

Price 6d.

Lecture

(UPERSTITION,

Muttraclingimmense audiences in America.

J"— ~°u”™on : R, Forder, 28

Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Lowers OF FREETHOUGHT

G W.

x@ents Second Series

Foote.

(cloth), 2s. 6d

QO FRssor g-LUsgidns Piety— The Jewish Sabbath—God’s Day
d>(}"Brarii,o IS 01 Immortality—Paul Bert—Converting a

.Mel,.; 1
r Hiliti Lruei gl2edek— S'w’elp
bst, s—" Tt ~re

,S Ghost— Christ and Brotherhood— The Sons

me God— Infidel Homes—Are

Heists Wicked?— Rain Doctors—rious

'l Char:lus saith the Lord "— Believe or be Damned—

L I° nAlheis®

Religion and Money—Clotted Bosh— Lord

4ke urism anj nf7rC hrjstianity and Slavery— Christ Up to Date
,°iki.raise Or ..Chnstianity— Altar and Throne— Martin Luther
er Har,r° y—A Lost Soul—Happy in Hell—The Act of

Lit"Mrs.
L ia°n he;itl,°0OtL s

Rle 0,1 Christ— Blessed be ye Poor— Converted
Ghost— Talmage

on the Bible— Mrs.

,\JH ty aim T..uul After—The Poets and Liberal Theology—

Hroni-

.uNT— Duelling—An Easter Egg for Christians

iL'-tv Christ U, "cad Men—Smirching a Hero— Kit Marlowe

tidn Il u_

Jehovah the
tV ,ui.gb Backslide? — Frederic

Parson’s Living
Harrison on

Ripper— The

tw T h e (F Rible '—Forgive and Forget—The Star of
r Obism_ Te<t®*Ghost— Atheism and the French Revolu-

°r Eun,.,Lesul at

Lo1(V Ucls

the
Rose-Water Religion.

Derby— Atheist Murderers—A

- border, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

°rks by Colonel R. G Ingersoll.

2 oKTAKES

L O coinniet® F Moses.
So,'l’ £ te, cdition in
N I. fa r«e. as Co-
tILth'%Pp ,nsa_tl“8 as
‘i'?:—6d:’: sui,eHor
urs’ REEE HOUGHT.
H. Ceech at the
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A Reply
dd.py

<t L GrimiNals-

HI'MAN.

3d-

5&&'& b§ yBr.TO %&JHMAS

And Jesus
V.p, 2d.

»Hi

ail

K f

SuUi’ERSTITION. 6d.

Is Suicide a Sin? 2d.
Last Words on Suicide.
God and tiie State. 2d.

2d.

Why am | an Agnostic?
Part I. 2d.

Why am | an Agnostic ?
Part Il. 2d.

Faitii and Fact. Reply to
Dr. Field. 2d.

God and Man. Second reply
to Dr. Field. 2d.

iThe Dying Creed. 2d.

The Limits of Toleration.
A Discussion with the Hon.
F. D. Coudert and Gov. S. L.
Woodford. 2d.

Household of Faith.

Art and Morality. 2d.

Do | Braspheme ? 2d.

The Clergy and Common

2d.

Sense. 2d.
Social Salvation. 2d.
Marriage and Divorce. 2d.
Skulls. 2d.
The Great Mistake, id.
Live Topics, id.
Myth and Miracle, id.
Real Blasphemy, id.
Repairing the ldols, id.
Christ and Miracles, id.

Creeds and Spirituality, id.

° RUEr> 28 Stonecutter-street, F.C.
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Freethought Works.

Reminiscences of Charles Bradlaugh. By g. w Foot-
Written directly after Bradlaugh's death, and containing
personal anecdotes and characteristics not to be found else
where. Necessary to those who want to know the real
Bradlaugh.

The Shadow o+t the Sword. A Moral and Statistical Essay on
War. By G. W. Foote. Christian papers have called it
“ powerful ” and “ masterly.” 2d

Bible Romances. By G. W. Foote. New Edition, revised and
largely re-written. (1) The Creation Story, 2d.; (2) Eve and
the Apple, id. ; (3) Cain and Abel, id. ; (4) Noah’s Flood, 2d.
(5) The Tower of Babel, id. ; (6) Lot's Wife, id. : (7) The Ten
Plagues, id. ; (8) The Wandering Jews, id. ; (9) Balaam’s Ass.
id. ; (10) God in a Box, id. ; (n) Jonah and the Whale, id. «
(12) Bible 4-fimals, id. ; (13) A Virgin Mother, 2d.; (14) The
Resurrection, 2d. ; (15) The Crucifixion, id. ; (16) St. John’s
Nightmare, id.

Royal Paupers. Showing what Royalty does for the People,

and what the People do for Royalty. By G. W. Foote. 2d.

Open Letters to Jesus Christ. By g.w . Foote. Racy as
well as Argumentative. Something Unique. 4d.

Philosophy of Secularism. By G. W. Foote. 3d.

The Bible God. A Scathing Criticism. By G. W. Foote. 2d.

Pagan Mythology; or, the Wisdom of the Ancients. By
Lord Bacon, is.

Church of England Catechism Examined. A Masterly
Work, which narrowly escaped prosecution. By Jeremy
Bentham. is.

Utilitarianism. By Jeremy Bentham. 3d.

Free Will and Necessity. By Anthony Collins. Reprinted

from 1715 edition, with Biography of Collins by J. M. Wheeler,
and Preface and Annotations by G. W. Foote. Huxley says
that “ Collins writes with wonderful power and closeness of
reasoning.” is. ; superior edition, on superfine paper, cloth, 2s.

The Code of Nature. By Diderot and D’'Holbacb. 2d.

The Essence of Religion. God the Image of Man, Man's
Dependence upon Nature the Last and Only Source of Religion.
By Ludwig Feuerbach. “ No one has demonstrated and
explained the purely human origin of the idea of God better
than Ludwig Feuerbach.”—Buchner, is.

Crimes Of Christianity. By G. W. Foote and J. M. Wheeler.
Hundreds of exact references to Standard Authors. An un-
answerable Indictment of Christianity. Vol. 1., cloth gilt,
216 pp., 2s. 6d.

The Jewish Life ofChrist. Being the Scpher Toldoth Jeshu, or
Book of the Generation of Jesus. Edited, with an Historical
Preface and Voluminous Notes, by G. W. Foote and J. M.
Wheeler. 6d. ; superior edition, superfine paper, cloth, is.

The Mortality Of the Soul. By David Plume. Not included
in ordinary editions of Hume’s Essays. 2d.

Liberty and Necessity. By David Hume. 4d.

Essays in Rationalism. By Charles Robert Newman, the
Atheist brother of the late Cardinal Newman. With a Preface
by G. J. Holyoake, and Biography by J. M. Wheeler, is. 6d.

The Rights Of Man. By Thomas Paine. With a Political Bio-
graphy by J. M. Wheeler, is. ; cloth edition, 2s.

Satires and Profanities. By James Thomson (B.V.). “As
clever as they are often profane."— Christian World, is.

A Refutation Of Deism. By Shelley. Really a Defence of
Atheism. 4d.

Miscellaneous Theological Works. By Thomas Paine.
his writings on Religion except the Age of Reason, is.
Theism or Atheism. Public Debate between G. W. Foote and
the Rev. W. T. Lee. Verbatim Report, revised by both Dis-

putants. Well printed and neatly bound, is.

Bible and Beer. By G. W. Foote. Showing the Absurdity of
basing Teetotalism on the Christian Scriptures. Careful,
thorough, and accurate. Freethinkers should keep this pam-

nlilet bv them. -td.

All

1896,

Militant.” 3d- . , T o
The Foundations Of Faith. By Colonel Ingersoll. Contents :
The OIld Testament—The New Testament—Jehovah—The

Trinjty— The Theological Christ—The “ Scheme Belief
Conclusion. 3d.
London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

MON-POiISONOUS PAINTS.
Resist all Atmospheric Influences. Samples Free. J. Greevz
Fisher, 78 Chapel Allerton, Leeds ; or S. R. Thompson, 25 Chals-
worth-avenue, Walton, L iverp o o I.

INTANTON, the People’s Dentist, 335 Strand (opposite Somerset

House).— TEETH on VULCANITE, 2s. 6d. each ; upper or
\% fi1 Rost Ouality, 4s. each; upper or lower, £2,
Completed \n fourhouvRvhcn required; repairing or alterations
eSours If you pay more than the above, they are fancy
charges. Teeth on piatfnum, 7- 6d, each ; on ,8 ct. gold, iSs. ;
topping, 2S. 6d. ; extraction, is. ; painless by gas,”s.

the Mount, 86 Central-drive and Read's-road,

pc BERRY
Good accom-

* Blackpool.— Public and Private Apartments.

modation. Moderate terms.
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THE JULY NO. OF Now Ready, stout paper covers, is.; cloth, 2s.

THE LITERARY GUIDE
BOOK OF GOD

(Now Ready, Price 2d., by Post 3d.)

Contains, in addition to many important articles, |n the Light of the Higher Criticise
a 4 pp. Supplement consisting of a summary of
the recently-published With Special Referenceto D ean Farrar’s New ApO®

Life of Richard Carlile. By G. W. FOOTE.,

It is a graphic story of the struggle for a free  conents:— Introduction—The Bible Canon—The

press, and should be read by every admirer of Science Miracles and Witchcraft The Bible and t

that indomitable and fearless Freethinker. thought—Morals and Manners— Political simd Social Lr°r
— Inspiration—The Testimony of Jesus—The Bible akegy

London : Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, E.C. . . )
ChurchofEngland—An Oriental Book— Fictitious Suprdt

Now Ready.

Ch riStianity and AgnOStiCism- “ 1 have read with great pleasure your Hook oj God. Yaéltf;

shown with perfect clearness the absurdity of Dean
A Correspondence between tion. 1 congratulate you on your book. It will do .KrGorcc
because it is filled with the best of sense expressed with

A CLERGYMAN OF THE CHURCH IN SCOTLAND poiilt S0 ee & dareatt

A\D “A volume wc strongly recommend....... Oughttote}O0
GEORGE ANDERSON, Agnostic, London. of every earnest and sincere inquirer.”— Reynolds's AT1 ”

“Mr. Foote takes the Dean’s eloquence to pieces,
This Correspondence was not intended for publication, and is all the fragments to powder. His style, as a whole, 'sLV)
the more interesting on that account. It arose out of an applica- by a masculine honesty and clearness.”— Ethical Wort «
tion by the clergyman to Mr. Anderson for a subscription towards
improving his church.

n

" A style at once incisive, logical, and vivacious.™."pi
analysis and sometimes cutting sarcasm ....... More inter

Price Slxpence. most novels.”— Literary Guide.

London : Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, E.C. ; R. Forder, 28 F
Stonecutter-street, E.C. London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street,

A SPLENDID PARCEL.

Clearing Out ! Remainder of Winter

1 Pair Pure Wool Blankets.
1 Pair Large Bed Sheets,
1 Beautiful Quilt.

1 Lady’s Umbrella.

1 Pair Lace Curtains. i
1 Ib. of Free Clothing Tea. Car”age
1 White Apron. Paid

1 Flowered Cushion Square.

No One Need Starve. No One Need be out of

GOTTS FREE CLOTHING TEA sells like penny cakes, gives
to every one, and Procures CLOTHING free of cost.

Sold only as an Advertisement. Agents Wanted Every"I

#

JW.GOTT, 2 & 4 Union Street, Bradford

Printed and Published by G. W. FOOTE, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C.



