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° n an°thcr forgery— it has been

forgery all through— the vile Drumont was raving in 
the Libre Parole about the possibility of Dreyfus 
escaping from the Devil’s Island; and— will it be 
believed?— M. Lebon, the Minister of the Colonies, 
merely on the strength of this nonsense, and to curry 
favor with the fanatical Anti-Semites, telegraphed orders 
to place the prisoner in irons. And this is how it was 
done, according to the Daily Telegraph's correspondent 
at Rennes :—

“ Thereupon gyves were duly forged and put on ; the 
very first day the wretched man’s ankles, owing to the 
pressure of the iron, swelled, and were lacerated. A few 
days later they were covered with horrible wounds extend­
ing to the bone. But the torture went on without 
respite. The prisoner, as he stretched out his blood­
stained feet, asked why he was treated thus, but silence 
was his only answer. For two mortal months these 
torments continued. Every morning the irons, stained 
with blood-made rust, were removed, and the horrible 
wound was dressed so that it might begin to cicatrise, 
and every evening the irons were riveted on the crisp flesh 
anew, till it was torn and raw again.”

For two whole months this went on, says the Aurore, 
the journal edited by Cldmenceau, and to which Zola 
contributes. “ Meanwhile,” that journal says, “ Lebon, 
delighted, watched every morning the Christian Anti- 
Semitic sheets, and noted with joy that he was not. 
attacked. Such, at the end of the nineteenth century,, 
is what has taken place in the French Republic, and! 
there are some of Christ’s tender lambs who are asking- 
to begin again.”

Christ’s tender lambs ! A poignant phrase, calculated 
to make the guilty ones writhe. It marks the special 
and most important aspect of this Dreyfus case. Let 
us not forget that the conspiracy against Dreyfus is a 
Christian conspiracy, and part of a general conspiracy 
against the French Republic. Superficial observers are 
always talking of what they consider the fickleness 
of the French nation. But no nation was ever 
fickle. A nation is a most conservative agglomera­
tion. W hat they call French fickleness is merely 
the good or ill fortune of the two great parties into 
which France, more than any other country, is divided. 
There is the France of the Old Regime, and there is 
the France of the Revolution, and they both live on the 
same soil and in the same cities. Every now and then 
Reason reposes and Faith catches its opportunity. 
Humanity becomes languid, and Priestcraft snatches a 
victory. France has gone through one of these intervals 
during the past few years. But the principles and the 
party of progress are now reasserting themselves, and. 
the curse of Clericalism will be stayed.

When the blood of Robespierre flowed under the knife- 
of the guillotine, it is said that a man who remembered 
his Deistic mouthings amidst incessant slaughter, stood 
over the groat Terrorist’s dead body, and exclaimed,, 
“ Yes, R obespierre, there is a God.” W ere it not for 
the absurdity of Theism on so many grounds, one might 
almost imagine that a living Nemesis had brought 
Dreyfus through his awful ordeal. The truth is that 
his own heroism has sustained him, and he lives to- 

1 remind the world of the tender mercies of Religion.
G. W. F oote.
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Belief and Conduct.
If we were to paraphrase Kant’s “ W hat can I know ? 
W hat ought I to do? and For what may I hope?” by 
“ W hat ought I to believe ? How far am I responsible 
for believing it ? and W hat relation do my beliefs bear 
to my conduct ?” we should in so doing sum up by far 
the larger part of our religious, or anti-religious, dis­
cussions. Rightly or wrongly, we do praise some 
beliefs and censure others ; and, as a belief may be the 
determining factor in conduct, it would seem as though 
there were some justification for our so doing. If, as 
Kingdon Clifford declared, belief is the link that unites 
knowledge to action, what a man believes can be hardly 
less important than what he does, and it will conse­
quently be of some interest and no little value to 
attempt some answer to the above-named questions.

So far as the Christian Churches are concerned, they 
have usually proceeded on the assumption that belief 
is wholly a matter of conscious choice ; that it is as 
easy for one to believe in A as in B without any corres­
ponding change in either knowledge or character. 
Christianity, with its constant exhortation to blind 
belief, its threatened penalties and promised rewards 
in a future life, is plainly built upon such a conception, 
and it lies also at the root of all State action in matters 
of religion. Religious persecution is likewise based 
upon the assumption that a person’s beliefs are under 
his control in precisely the same sense that his conduct 
is, and that just as it is possible by threats or bribes to 
induce the performance of certain actions, so by the 
same means may be ensured the adoption of particular 
beliefs. Apart from such a conception of the nature of 
belief the rational motive for persecution is absent, and 
the phenomenon becomes unintelligible.

That persecution has always failed to bring about 
uniformity of belief— although it has more than once 
succeeded in inducing uniformity of profession— is a 
historical truism ; and it is quite as clear that its 
tendency has been not only to prevent that free criticism 
of current beliefs, which alone can secure a progressive 
purification and strengthening of opinion, but also to 
destroy all confidence in public honesty and truthful­
ness. Whenever a man’s professed beliefs coincide 
with his personal interests, their sincerity must always 
be open to question ; and when it is further found that 
their rejection would expose him to actual persecution, 
deprivation of office, or boycott in business, the pre­
sumption against their being honestly held is all the 
stronger. How can anyone be certain that another is 
honest in his profession of belief if it is known that he 
will be damned in the public esteem, or dismissed the 
public service, should he profess anything different ? It 
is his interest to pretend to believe, whether he does or 
not. Said Dr. Parsons, head of Balliol College, to 
Theodore Hook, when he came before him for “ matricu­
lation ” : “ Are you prepared to subscribe to the Thirty- 
nine Articles ?” “ Oh, certainly,” was the cheerful reply ;
“ forty, if you please.” And what Hook said from pure 
facetiousness of temper numbers of others are ready to 
practise from much lower motives, with the result that 
public honesty and confidence are destroyed, the whole 
tone of life lowered, and each gets insensibly into the 
habit of regarding his neighbor as a bit of a coward, a 
bit of a liar, a bit of a fool, or perhaps a mingling of the 
three.

It may appear a trite observation to make, and yet a 
glance round at the religious world proves it to be far 
from an unnecessary one, that every man’s beliefs are 
selected for him rather than selected by him. Heredity 
in the shape of a specialised, physical, or nervous 
structure, and environment in the shape of climate, 
class, education, etc., are the factors that determine the 
beliefs of each. It may be difficult, perhaps impossible, 
to determine the relative value of each factor, but there 
can be little doubt that these do decide which of the 
conflicting mass of beliefs, amidst which we are born, 
shall receive our support. Not only is each man’s 
belief strictly relative to his organisation as a whole, 
not only does the adoption of a belief depend upon the 
possibility of it being assimilated to his general char­
acter, but a particular state of health even may deter­
mine how he will regard certain teachings in philosophy 
or religion. Dyspepsia may resolve itself into a powerful
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sophic side Optimism or Pessimism may rece"ê  u,; 
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Failure of Christianity.
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to-day is greater than it ever was, and plans more sen­
sible than reliance on prayers are now being adopted to 
achieve what the prayers of Jesus failed to accomplish. 
For years past we have had recurring famines, in India, 
Africa, and elsewhere ; and, recently, the accounts from 
Russia told the sad tale that thousands of Christians 
were perishing for want of food. Y et from millions 
of lips the prayer was uttered to God : “ Give us this 
day our daily bread.” W e have often pointed out the 
futility of attempting to apply Christianity to the solu­
tion of great social problems. In that necessary work 
it has proved a decided failure. But here is a case of 
simplicity itself—r-that of feeding the hungry. Christ told 
his believers to ask, and they should have what they 
required. They did ask, but their requests were not 
granted. Does not this show that the New Testament 
promise cannot be relied upon? The more sensible pro­
fessing Christians have discovered this fact, hence they 
rely upon human benevolence— not prayer— to provide 
the means of feeding the starving. If Jesus had been 
solicitous for the then future poor, he should have revealed 
the secret of how he made five loaves and two fishes 
satisfy the hunger of “ about five thousand men,” and 
then had twelve baskets full of fragments left. Such 
knowledge, if it could be practically applied, would be 
of greater service to the world than all the promises of 
Christ that his father would hear and answer prayer.

When we reflect upon this delusion of prayer, and the 
false pretensions of the faith that teaches it, we are over­
whelmed with the thought of the enormous amount of 
privation and suffering which could be averted if Chris­
tianity were as true as it is manifestly false. If all the 
statements made in the New Testament were trust­
worthy, and if all the promises therein were kept, 
poverty and sickness could be banished from the face 
of the earth, and famine and pestilence would be known 
only as evils of the past. In the presence of human 
misery, which exists in its many aspects around us, we 
cannot but pronounce Christianity as a remedial force 
for the ills of life as an unmistakable failure. It has 
been tried under.the most favorable circumstances, and 
it has proved to be an empty sound, impotent to redress 
the wrongs of mundane existence.

Another very palpable instance of the failure of Chris­
tianity is its inability to carry out its teachings of peace 
among nations. The world has been devastated with 
sanguinary encounters, and the followers of Jesus have 
neither prevented those horrors nor done much to miti­
gate their evil effects upon mankind. Indeed, Christians 
on both sides of the contending forces have implored 
God to aid them in killing each other. This was 
the case in the Crimean war, the Franco-German 
war, and the civil war in America. In all these 
conflicts each side prayed to God that it might win all 
the battles. One would think that the disastrous con­
sequences of those dreadful struggles between Chris­
tian nations would have been sufficient to destroy all 
belief in the effacacy of the prayer of supplication, for 
every Sunday during all-thcse events the clergy repeated 
the request: “ Give us peace in our time, O Lord.” 
Still, the tragic slaughters went on, and God ignored 
all such appeals. Surely, if anything could show the 
impotency of the Christian faith, as a promoter of 
peace, it would be the present expenditure of millions 
of the people’s money, and the loss of millions of 
human lives in reckless warfare. Even to-day the 
prayers of the Churches are offered up for the Peace 
Conference, which does not even propose to adopt 
Christianity as a cure for the evils of war. W hat a 
satire on Christian prayer for peace are the busy state 
of the warship building trade and the extra military 
preparations now going on, absorbing as they do a 
vast proportion of the earnings of the laborers of all 
the great nations of the world !

But the failure of Christianity is manifest in small 
as well as in large things. On every ocean disasters 
befall praying Christians. A minister in the act of 
prayer, only the other day, disappeared in the angry 
waves from the steamer Stella surrounded by his 
brother Christians, who appealed to heaven for help, 
but no help came. Here was a demonstration of the 
impotency of Christianity in the hour of danger and of 
death. Similar striking evidence is furnished every 
year. This is not mere opinion or belief, but a visible 
and positive proof that dependence upon Christianity
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for practical help in the time of need is a delusion, 
at least so far as this world is concerned. It is the 
height of absurdity upon the part of those who escape 
from being consumed by fire, or from being drowned at 
sea, to thank God for their deliverance. W hat about 
those who perished ? W here was “ providence” in their 
case ? If God is to be praised for saving a few, 
ought he not to be blamed, if he were all-powerful, 
for allowing others to be lost ? If the good is ascribed 
to an almighty being, so must, in this matter at least, 
the evil

The truth is, time and experience have proved Chris­
tianity to be a failure. It can be preached, but it cannot 
be practised, in this age of physical and mental activity. 
It is based upon superstition, its teachings are theo­
retical, and its influence upon the secular welfare of man­
kind has been, to put it mildly, detrimental in the ex­
treme. W hatever tends to transfer dependence from 
the real to the imaginary is opposed to the best interests 
of the human family. As Shakespeare has said :—

Our remedies oft in ourselves do lie,
Which we ascribe to heaven.

Charles W atts.

W hat is Religion ?
[An Address delivered by C olon el R. G. Ingersoll before the 

American Free Religious Association at Boston, June 2, 1899.]
( Continued from page 434.)

O ught the superior races to thank God that they are 
not the inferior? If we say yes, then I ask another 
question. Should the inferior races thank God that 
they are not superior, or should they thank God that 
they are not beasts ?

When God made these different races, he knew that 
the superior would enslave the inferior— knew that the 
inferior would be conquered and finally destroyed.

If God did this, and knew the blood that would be 
shed, the agonies that would be endured, saw the count­
less fields covered with the corpses of the slain, saw all 
the bleeding backs of slaves, all the broken hearts of 
mothers bereft of babes— if he saw and knew all this, 
can we conceive of a more malicious fiend ?

W hy, then, should we say that God is good ?
The dungeons against whose dripping walls the brave 

and generous have sighed their souls away, the scaffolds 
stained and glorified with noble blood, the hopeless slaves 
with scarred and bleeding backs, the writhing martyrs 
clothed in flame, the virtuous stretched on racks, their 
joints and muscles torn apart, the flayed and bleeding 
bodies of the just, the extinguished eyes of those who 
sought for truth, the countless patriots who fought and 
died in vain, the burdened, beaten, weeping wives, the 
shrivelled faces of neglected babes, the murdered millions 
■ of the vanished years, the victims of the winds and waves, 
'of flood and flame, of imprisoned forces in the earth, of 
lightning stroke, of lava’s molten stream, of famine, 
plague, and lingering pain, the mouths that drip with 
blood, the fangs that poison, the beaks that wound and 
tear, the triumphs of the base, the rule and sway of 
wrong, the crowns that cruelty has worn, and the robed 
hypocrites with clasped and bloody hands who thanked 
their God— a phantom fiend— that liberty had been 
banished from the world ; these souvenirs of the dreadful 
past, these horrors that still exist, these frightful facts 
deny that any God exists who has the will and power to 
guard and bless the human race.

Most people cling to the supernatural. If they give 
up one God, they imagine another. Having outgrown 
Jehovah, they talk about the power that works for 
righteousness.

W hat is this power ?
Man advances, and necessarily advances, through 

experience. A man wishing to go to a certain place 
comes to where the road divides. He takes the left- 
hand, believing it to be the right road, and travels 
until he finds that it is the wrong one. lie  retraces his 
steps and takes the right-hand road, and reaches the 
place desired. The next time he goes to the same place 
he does not take the left-hand road. He has tried that, 
and knows that it is the wrong road. I Ic takes the right 
road, and thereupon these theologians say : “  There is a 
power that works for righteousness.”

A child, charmed by the beauty of tiie ,j ju» 
it with its dimpled hand. The hand is bUI? ’ T 
after that, the child keeps its hand out of 
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Acid Drops.

T he infamous story is leaking out of how Dreyfus was treated 
on the Devil’s Island, by order of the authorities in Paris. 
Once they fastened him up in irons for a month. The appa­
ratus was fastened to his bed with a padlock. He could just 
turn on his side by a painful effort, but could not bend his 
legs, and it was very hard to sit up. Sometimes they resorted 
to the infernal torture of intercepting his wife’s letters for 
weeks at a stretch, so that the poor prisoner began to think 
he was abandoned by his own. Another time they put two 
warders in the cell with him night and day, so that he might 
not have even the peace of solitude. It reads like a dark 
history from the Middle Ages. Yet it all happened in the last 
quarter of the nineteenth century, and in the name of the 
French Republic.

“ Publicity,” said Bentham, “ is the very soul of justice.” 
“ Without publicity,” he added, “ all other checks are fruitless ; 
in comparison with publicity, all other checks are of small 
account.” These cruelties were inflicted upon Dreyfus because 
he was absolutely in the power of others, and the light of 
publicity never fell upon their proceedings. Not even the 
best of us is fit to wield power without responsibility; and 
when it comes to the worst of us, there is a realisation of hell 
on earth.

Let us hope that France will learn a lesson from the 
Dreyfus case and abolish the last relics of the old absolutism. 
It is a scandal to humanity that Dreyfus was treated in such 
a fashion ; it will be a greater scandal if such treatment is 
allowed to be possible in the future. And just think of 
Colonel Picquart, arrested and imprisoned for nearly a year, 
and never an attempt made to bring him up for trial, until at 
last, when the whole civilised world is crying “ Shame !” he is 
liberated on the ground that there is really no indictment. 
Apparently those Generals could have kept him in prison for 
ever without a trial if they had not been foiled by the general 
conscience of civilisation. Is it not idle to call a country free 
where such judicial crimes can be perpetrated with absolute 
impunity ?

General Galliffet is naturally not a welcome personage to 
the French Socialists, but if he helps to save the Republic 
once more, as he did when he offered his sword to Gambetta 
against the plotting reactionists under the presidency of 
MacMahon, it is just as well to make the best of his services. 
It is high time that France had a straightforward and resolute 
War Minister—and Galliflfet is that, whatever else he may or 
may not be. There is an excellent ring in his announcement 
to M. Lasies that no document shall be held back from the 
Rennes court-martial, that everything shall be open and 
above-board, and that when judgment is given he will enforce 
respect for it, though he has to do so at the cannon’s mouth. 
It is certain that Galliffet won’t hesitate to shoot, and the 
liars and forgers who have had it all their own way so long 
had better not give him the chance of doing it.

“ Anglo-Parisian ” contributed a long and interesting letter 
to the Daily Chronicle of July 6 on the Dreyfus case, showing 
that the military conspiracy against the French Republic is 
really worked, not by the commonplace Generals like Mercier 
and Boisdefire, but by the Jesuits led by their General, the 
famous and astute Father Du Lac. This writer gives chapter 
and verse for all his statements, which are in the main what 
we have said time after time in the Freethinker.

“ When Gambetta,” the Daily News remarks, “ said that 
priestcraft was the enemy, lie showed profound insight into 
the essence of politics in France, Italy, and Belgium.” 
Gambetta was an Atheist. He had an eye for facts. It was 
impossible to delude him with fictions. He recognised that 
the great battle, involving all other disputes of any real im­
portance, was the battle between Reason and Faith, between 
Priestcraft and Humanity ; and in the course of time, on the 
page of history, that will be his greatest distinction.

An American divine has started a new argument against 
missionaries to the blacks. His name is Dr. Gottlieb C. H. 
Hasskari, D.D., and he is pastor of the Second Lutheran 
Church, of Chambersburg, Pa. He contends that the negro 
is not a man at all, having entered Noah’s Ark as a beast, 
and being (so to speak) Darwin’s missing link. Not being 
men, therefore, negroes have no souls, and it is wrong to 
sacrifice life or money to convert them to Christianity. 
According to the New York Sun, negro ministers have been 
preaching in reply to Dr. Hasskari s book. l*or our part, we 
should say they do it too much honor. Such a bigot and 
ignoramus should be allowed to soak in his own juice.

\ newspaper paragraph says that a scientist has discovered 
a method of bleaching the negro’s skin. Under his treat­
ment “ God’s image carved in ebony” will become whiter 
than snow. The Christian Church says it can whitewash the 
colored man’s soul, and this scientist claims that he can
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modify his complexion. ' This happy union of Science and 
Religion will enable the American Christian gentleman to 
grasp the African’s hand, instead of kicking him under the 
coat-tails as heretofore.

It is said that the Queen has an abhorrence of consenting 
to a woman’s execution. Well, it isn’t a pleasant operation 
to strangle a woman, though women have committed some 
of the most diabolical, cold-blooded murders. But if men are 
to be hung, it seems mere sentimentalism not to hang the 
opposite sex too. For our part, we are for the abolition of 
capital punishment altogether. At the same time, we are 
quite unable to share the light and easy ideas of some 
opponents of the extreme penalty. When hanging is done 
away with, there still remains the awkward problem of what 
to do with your murderer. It isn’t safe to let him (or her) 
loose again, and caging him (or her) up for life is a terrible 
business.

One of the arguments used by the friends of Mrs. May- 
brick is perhaps good abstract logic, but it is not common 
sense. They say she either poisoned her husband or she did 
not; if she did she ought to be hung, and if she did not she 
ought to have been liberated. This, however, overlooks the 
fact that the case was far from being so simple. At best it is 
an argument against any respite being granted by the Home 
Secretary. While we have no Court of Criminal Appeal, as 
we ought to have, that official is a sort of revising agent, 
giving the prisoner the benefit of the least doubtfulness or of 
the exceptional nature of the circumstances.

Mary Ann Ansell, the young woman under sentence of 
death for cruelly and deliberately poisoning her sister, with 
the object of gaining a little insurance money, did not make 
a confession to her mother during their interview in the prison. 
What she said was extremely rich, and we will not spoil its 
exquisite flavor by any comment. »“ I am prepared,” she said, 
“ to meet my Maker, but I hope a petition will be got up for 
me.”

Another pious murderer, J. C. Parker, was executed on 
Tuesday morning at Northampton Gaol. He said that God 
was helping him through, and that he hoped to “ die happy 
and gain that beautiful world beyond.” He does not seem 
to have expressed any anxiety as to whether the beautiful 
world beyond had been reached by the poor girl he murdered.

Constable Aiken is really too discriminating. He ran in a 
clergyman named Henry Moffat, of Edith-road, West Ken­
sington, for having his hand in another man’s pocket. How 
on earth is a clergyman to live if he isn’t allowed to do that ? 
And why make an example of this poor fellow when 
thousands of worse sinners go unmolested ? Why swallow a 
bishop and strain at a curate ?

The Rev. Richard Elliott, clerk in holy orders, of i Rich- 
mond-road, Exeter, was fined ten shillings and costs, with 
the alternative of fourteen days’ imprisonment, for being 
drunk and using bad language— possibly Bible language— 
in the streets. Prisoner’s wife said he had been unwell, and 
ought not to have gone out; also that “ he had a weakness 
of the head and eve.” It was hardly necessary to say that he 
had a weakness of the head, which was only too apparent.' 
Besides, it is natural to expect some debility of that organ in 
a clergyman.

The Christian Advocate, an American paper, proposes “ a 
moral clearing-house for the churches.” The number of 
ministerial crimes, it says, is rapidly increasing. “ Great 
scoundrels,” the Advocate confesses, “ have left our own 
body, and are now occupying positions in other denomina­
tions, and we could give a list of Congregational, Presbyterian, 
Episcopal, and Baptist ministers, disgraced in their own 
bodies, who have subsequently found their way into the 
Methodist Episcopal Church.” The Advocate says there 
ought to be a ministerial black-list published. It would be a 
bulky volume.

This is how an American man of God— the Rev. G. E. 
Tilly, of Jamaica, New York—speaks of the acquisition of 
the Philippines : “ It is God’s war. We will keep the 
Philippines. It is the will of God, even if it takes half the 
population of the United States. In his inscrutable wisdom, 
God has given to this country the great privilege of planting 
Christianity at the very gates of Buddhism ; and the will of 
God shall prevail.”

This Jamaica (U.S.A.) minister has apparently never heard 
of the presence of England out in the East. He does not 
know— or does he patriotically forget ?— that the British 
Empire includes India, where Buddhism arose ; Ceylon, 
whence Buddha ascended to heaven, a good while before 
Jesus Christ; and Burma, where the Buddhist population 
are the mildest and most gentle on earth. If the reverend 
Mr. Tilly alludes to China, he may be told that England has 
been “ at the very gates,” in Hong Kong, for a considerable 
time. It would appear, therefore, that the Lord has really

. . , XTTp u-Olllll J".chosen England as his missionary agent. v> faCts,an,
soon he had chosen America; but facts do"’11
justice be done, though the heavens fall,
American eagle with them.
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of New Zealand.
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obedience and alms from an ignorant, f/, ,riais‘ ‘„„Y 
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v̂ ent the Cnt' "̂ 'le name is that of the parish ; the figures
fifing t-r>n f o r t ro  •__AmofcViamjvj; c't commuted tithe rent charge :—Amersham, 

't'h ; Denni?’ f & 1 >¿53 ; Pulliam, £ i ,300 ;
'- 5  Littlepoft ĵ0n̂ '^I>oso_LHadleigh, .^1,32$.

Welford,
„ ----„ , --------, Booking,

^ W n t ^ r iu ^ 1’931 ! .s iwe Hedingham, ¿'1,500. All 
3: hill, ¡j ®*. these fat livings will get relief under the 

3°f fooic ' 1 "ey must laugh in their sleeves at the gullible 
01s°n whom they live!Sr k statist' eWf  l,as been doing good service by printing 

Relief'Es. bearing on the wisdom and justice of the 
)'last U, 5l ' The figures in its long special article of 

/' Farits ere specially valuable. They are all based on
on the revenues ofreturn °fi June, i89ï .

W . s ere are four large totals of income :—

................................................... £98.908
iJ^psticalBen « ̂ late Churches.................  £192.460

S,aslica! On ^  ............................ £ 4.213,662'■ 'Oinmissioners ... ... £1,247,827

£ 5,752,857^ t
'and

Total 

not all.benef The rateable value of houses attached to 
V i ''O o o 'eSn^ ounts to £¡"548,133. Then there is a 
•I;-, ner tlle ,? ansing from fees, pew rents, and offerings. 
£ year f0ra„ ^ ews shows that there is an average ofX  4 . ... ____________ _
h i l l 's  inC’ lnstead of arranging its revenues so that no 
^ > C a v 'me.shall fall below £T: " “  "

1Ces. nv’ory< one of the 13,979 Church of England

n- , 'ernav; uciuw xj ûu a ycW, the Church
t̂hp ®es from*?u' lts.bishops and other lucky men of God,

; v Pnluclcv le la!ty, and even from the State, on behalf 
«¡W ri, > Ones. Tl
X

\  Churcĥ S* , "There never was such a mercenary,

:,rs'Br;
m the whole history of the world.

in ^°°th boasts that the Salvation Army drum 
kt, Yenty-f0,.ne, Part: °f the world or another during the 
.4 J lat h0r, -r. urs- ’Tis true, ’tis pity, and pity ’tis ’tis 
S»not°n0û  «rum is typical of the British religion— 
• \  'nig p]an 1 and philistian ; and the Britisher swarms 

et, with his Salvation Army and its noisy
S&the

1. i.iety per cen(._ Gf t]le working-class popula- 
ever attended any. place of worship,” and 

Ŝn, svrrny , thot enormous ninety per cent, that the 
1 . this is Vas WOrking. I3ut what a blood-colored

':C e'fey, at ti
“ Am̂ *8 Staff *5 ?ame meeting’— it was at the Duke of 

n*1P°, House—Mrs. Bramwell Booth confessed
;?®°Untrv — v* m*w

'̂ati0rJ Was for n̂ Vefr a^en^ed any place of worship,” and

'**0 jg
Church 011 l*le “ resPectublc ” Churches ! Sixty 

pent S0l and Nonconformist ministers, expending 
knT Per ceet n m*'h°ns a year at the very least, can 
■'  ̂die Sa|nt".of the working classes into the gospel- 

tli,. I .yition Army has to cater for all the rest (so 
‘  van.

H )
X thefeil of”a
pn'^U’as s .

^eslev/°')i? Lubbock doing at the ceremony of re-

91 Party he bulk.

A m,s(S ,'s the title of one of the stories in Mr. 
i^n,i°r °f L ii!fn̂ ttr°m' Maugham, we should say,

>¿7 "e undL ^ 'laPel the other day? Mr. Asquith’s 
’ r° tl',« , ..and, also his speech, for the Noneon- 

,, do not say the backbone— of the
__

i i S ^ P l e
; 'Ss >̂thi

f]Lr'Cli?®1' life Lambeth, that powerful story of low
/ the t0ni a 'citvi ccntral figure of “ A Bad Example” 
V ^ chi>W r who gets converted and tries to 

7l 11 Ur>atin „ , the Book,” which results in his beingkW Casylum.
t"? thf?:*92 cocteo ,Society says that it issued and distri

eme

>1,

ft
m-las- year- " Each of these books con

fcs; festecl 'at t,le Lord worked hard for six days,
■6n,1'*® On ness n°n 1 lc seventh ; that he divided the light 
V , V > l e ^ , re?Urilabiy by throwing chunks of dark- 

a['irnjjrt p,-;ci<(̂ 'uubs °f light into another; that Noah,

1 for V's to not; fi'g enough to carry one day’s 
,"at|;-d a J°shu_ . ‘^ago ; that the sun and not the earth 
h\ ! Cs ^ero ’i1 }^ the waters of the Red Sea rolled 

L.ed beh. fi in suspension while the rascally 
choIe' n the glassy walls ; that a just God

N? filing1 'nto n't?1" bistory, really got a pair of every
» f e t s t  b0f>----------

1

i-̂ sVitl>in !Lle W „S-en People to butciier not only their 
nterlje stalic an,fi children of their enemies and the 

¿fiv 'kbnn aboui •’ t lat Shadrach, Meshach, andAbcd- 
Vtr n,l'roCpr!y °f a In a furnace; that Jonah lived three 

Crile . t0f? ,at fisll> was vomited, out and imme- 
Thlt ' lhc. s‘ory of his life; and a lot of 

onn ?nq ¿ aL C°.Ples went forth to young and old,
uds M M i M I1 >n their teens, giving them bestial

.̂̂ d languaafi other acts of sexual perversion, and 
dqp'd.t,, ln {j1 ' kc that, if 1 printed it and mailed it,|

I 'Ve" m  i  M M I  i
Ijj 0 a /   -— .aa.v v. . V — — “ - —~   —   - I

vfenchçl^'tentiary within the year. Yet on
V 1 Ch ?vtrhich iŝ 'G b®wail the spread of what’ they call 

1 a iir*sfi;i,t!acb otbU" f?‘th,” and wonder that people do 
^ n t gets h 111 a rush to join their churches, 

“ ible. j road enough, I suppose that we will 
ln the meantime, I agree with the

Catholic priesthood that it is a good book for laymen and lay- 
women to let alone.— Braun's Iconoclast (  Chicago).

Bingley Free Library has sent the following' on a postcard 
to the publisher of the Positivist Review: “ The Library 
Committee have decided for the future not to accept any reli­
gious, denominational, or rationalist papers, and request you 
will cease to forward the Positivist Review. Thanking you 
for past favors,” etc. This is a cowardly way of getting rid 
of a difficulty. Instead of giving fairplay all round—no more 
and no less— Committees are saying : “ Oh, we’ll get rid of the 
whole bother by excluding every paper which anybody has 
anything to say against. Freethought papers shall go, and 
religious papers too.” But why draw the line just there ? 
Even the daily papers contain articles, especially on the 
literary side, in which strong opinions on religion are often 
expressed ? Why not exclude such papers too, at least when 
they contain such articles ? The end of this policy would be 
the appearance of only the most colorless papers on Free 
Library tables— trade journals and the like ; for if you exclude 
what anybody objects to, you also exclude what anybody cares 
for. -----

“ There is too much indifference to religion itself to permit 
of any general vitality in the demand for disestablishment.” So 
says the author of the study of Lord Rosebery in the current 
number of the Fortnightly Review, and there is much truth 
in the observation. Christianity is slowly dying of dry rot. 
Most of its sermons and apologies to-day are very dry rot.

Canon Barnett, preaching in Bristol Cathedral, said that 
“ the great need of religion was mental alertness.” We quite 
agree with him. Only if the mental alertness were sufficent 
there would be very little religion left, and we hardly think 
that is what he desires.

Canon Barnett said of Ritual that half its attraction is the 
belief that it is illegal. People, he said, so like doing what 
they are forbidden to do. Precisely so. That accounts for 
the rapidity with which Eve snapped up the apple in Eden. 
Jehovah ought to have remembered Canon Barnett’s sage 
perception. Had he said nothing at all about the apples, it 
is just possible that Eve wouldn’t have cared for them a bit. 
She might have gone on eating pears, peaches, apricots, 
cherries, grapes, etc., etc., and left the pippins hanging till 
the present hour. It is dangerous to tell a man he mustn't do 
anything ; to tell a woman so is to ensure her doing it at the 
very first opportunity. Hence the loss of Eden, death, and 
all our woe.

The Bishops don’t appear to be in any hurry to go to 
kingdom-come. A number of them almost lag superfluous 
upon this earthly scene. The Bishop of Liverpool was born 
in 1816, the Bishop of Gloucester in 1819, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury in 1821, the Bishops of Durham, Ely, and Exeter 
in 1825, the Archbishop of York in 1827. St. Peter must be 
wondering when these right reverend gentlemen qre going 
to knock at his wicket.

The Spanish Cortes is going to have a debate on a motion 
demanding the expulsion of the Jesuits. There is also a 
motion for the complete expulsion of all the monastic orders.

We have before remarked that jokes whirl; appeared in the 
Freethinker many years ago as “ profane ” are often trotted 
out now in quite respectable circles. There was an old story, 
for instance, of the negro preacher who said that the Lord 
made the first man of wet clay, and set him “ up agin de 
palin’s to dry,” whereupon a black auditor inquired “ Who 
made de palin’s ?” and was told to sit down, as “ such ques­
tions as dat would upset any system of teology.” This story 
is actually cited in the Home Magazine as one of the Rev. 
Dr. Newman Hall’s 1 ___

The Rev. Dr. Lee says that the late Canon Liddon suffered 
greatly in consequence of the rise of the Higher Criticism. 
The publication of Lux Mundi seems to have affected his 
health and shortened his life. To think that Dr. Gore, the 
head of Pusey House, should “ openly deny that Christ is 
omniscient God,” and thus give “ a stab in the back to 
Tractarian Theology,” and indirectly “ invite Rome to stand
in the gap which his own policy had made” ! Dreadful! 
The reader who wishes to see more on this subject will find 
it in Mr. Foote’s Book of God, particularly in the ninth 
chapter.

How to Help Us.
(1) G et you r n ew sa gen t to ta k e  a  few  copies o f  the Freethinker  
'  and try to sell them , gu aran tee in g  to ta k e  the copies that

rem ain unsold.
(2) Take an extra copy (or more), and circulate it among your

acquaintan ces. . .
( ■ t) L ea ve  a  cop y  o f  the Freethinker  now and then in the train, the 

car, or the omnibus.
(4) D isp lay, or g e t  displayed, one o f  our contents-sheets, which 
W are o f a  convenient size for the purpose, Mr. F o rd er will 

send them  on application.
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To the Friends of Freethought.

W ith the death of the late Charles Bradlaugh it may be 
said that the “ heroic period ” of English Freethought 
came to an end. Unless an unforeseen religious re­
action should occur, it is hardly probable that the Free- 
thought party will again be the object of such an out­
burst of persecution as that which occasioned Mr. 
Bradlaugh’s great parliamentary struggle and my own 
imprisonment for “ blasphemy.” From the time when 
I became President of the National Secular Society, 
after Mr. Bradlaugh’s resignation early in 1890, I have 
always seen and felt that the triumphs of Freethought 
in the immediate future were to be won in the field of 
organisation. It was the recognition of this truth which 
prompted me to devise and incorporate the Secular 
Society, Limited, which nullifies the worst effects of the 
old Blasphemy Laws, and affords full legal security for 
the receipt and expenditure of donations or bequests for 
Secular purposes. Having accomplished that task, I 
turn to a matter of no less importance. W hat I now 
seek to do is to organise our literary propaganda on a 
proper and sufficient basis. Hitherto it has been carried 
on at haphazard. There has been plenty of enterprise, 
but no resources, and the union of the two is requisite 
to efficiency.

I propose to start with the Freethinker and the pub­
lishing business connected with it. Both have been 
carried on by me for many years without the capital to 
develop them. This has entailed great and undue labor 
upon me ; and since the loss of my invaluable colleague, 
the late J. M. Wheeler, I have found that my increased 
editorial work, in addition to lecturing in London and 
the provinces, seeing after the publication of books and 
pamphlets, and superintending the general affairs of our 
party, is really too much for me. Moreover, it prevents 
me from giving adequate attention to important matters 
which belong to the President’s province. Thus the 
vital interests of our movement suffer ; and I believe 
the friends of Freethought will see the advisability of a 
speedy alteration of this unsatisfactory state of 
things.

The Freethinker more than pays its way, without 
advertising or any sort of commercial management ; 
and with these advantages it should become a valuable 
property. I have also a considerable stock of Free- 
thought books and pamphlets. They are all saleable, 
some quickly, o’thers slowly. This side of the business, 
with capital behind it, would be really profitable— com­
mercially, by yielding an excellent return on outlay, and 
morally, by multiplying and improving the supply of 
Freethought literature to the public. O f course, it is 
the Freethinker which carries everything else along, 
and the first object should be to extend its circulation. 
This can only be done by means of capital. I therefore 
propose to form a Limited Liability Company to take 
over the Freethinker and my publishing stock at a 
valuation ; one half payable in cash, and the other half 
in shares bearing no dividend until the other share­
holders receive at least five per cent., after which mine 
would rank on a par with other shares. I would also 
enter into a contract with the Company to conduct the 
Freethinker and supervise the publishing business ; and 
should be quite content to let a considerable part of my 
remuneration depend upon the Company’s success.

A capital of £ 5,000 would enable the Directors to 
settle with me and provide ample working capital for 
the present. The shares should be £ 1  each, payable 
at intervals during a year, as might be found necessary. 
Further capital could be raised as the Company developed 
a profitable business.

I have already mentioned this matter to some friends,

July 16,

and have received several promises of supp°rt: 
dition that the whole 5,000 shares, or a re‘  ̂^ 
number, are subscribed for, and that not ,;•< 
10s. per share be called up in 1899. I n°"farS- 
matter before the whole Freethought party» ¡,j 
is represented by the general body of my rea  ̂¡tj;: 
my desire to have this Company formed soon,

ethink̂ :
they1-be formed at all ; and I therefore invite Fre' 

over the kingdom, or even in other lands w'ieÎ nVeniif 
be scattered, to let me know at their earliest ^  
what number of £ 1  shares they are prepare 
the foregoing conditions.

Those who can take only a few shares, 
should not hesitate to do so. The larger

or even1
the no*

&
enlisted in this enterprise the better. It " lU ^  esR 
a tangible interest in our movement, and, ¿get1 
of their investment, a certain influence in t 1L 

its operations. tha1^'
Perhaps I may be pardoned for thinking  ̂

some right to expect a handsome respo fjUr 
suffered imprisonment for Freethought, , year ;ll!‘ 
in the front of its battles, I have been elect‘d  . 
year as President of its national organisatio^ fjuit' 
am proposing will render my own service ^  [U 
to the cause. But it will do more than t

a pr°Pe e m ­place our literary propaganda upon ¡1 v *  .¿10 .
■ ganised

something like terms of equality; and ^  all ^ 
leading Freethought journal in England» ^  o' 
is connected with it, above the accidents ^ jjvi 
personality, so that whether I stand or 
die, the F lag  will be kept flying.  ̂ ^

G.
fo<,0#

28 Stonecutter-street, London, E. C ., J lt̂

of SUft
P .S .— The following are the promise-^

McGlas

already received, the figure after e 
the number of £ 1  shares :—

Mr. George Anderson 
A London Friend ...
Mr. Horace S. Seal 
Mr. Fr. Essemann...
A Scotch Friend ...
Mr. S. Hartmann ...
Messrs. John and James 
Mr. Richard Johnson 
Mr. C. Girtanner ...
Mr. T. E. Green ...
Mr. George Dixon...
Mr. C. Daviss 
A Gateshead Friend 
Dr. T. R. Allitison...
Mr. G. J. Warren ...
Mr. Joseph Barry ...
Mr. Jas. Partridge...
Mr. A. L. Brame ...
Mr. S. M. Peacock 
Mr. W . H. Spivey...
Mr. M. Christopher 
Shares to Mr. G. W . Foote

Gross total to date

an

(sa y )

5°°
nQfi
i <fi
5°
>°
nJ0
}0
t°
10
i°
10 
10 
10

IF

v S :
li lt!e et I’ m/

Humanity persists and flows on ?Ĵ !°but 'j’jii.C 
disappears after a short course of ‘ l pot juS ¿¡sS 
nor tliat of the water-drop, is lost. ..|l0ut ’ mjL
could not complete its circulation f fiiiy. , inu iu iu  iiui com piete us cutuiai.*—  thef 1 i
superinducing; the combinations of ot. i,jrid ;
.... .. , . , .<• „..»iwnre oc. . lman leaves the traces of his existence—"-• • v.*~ w   . • .1H \r\\ *'
separated or brought into new
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

H  16, Regent’s P a rk , F reeth o u gh t D em onstration,
,V 0

To Correspondents.

H »  for Mr.
s L ecturing  E ngagem ents.— A ll com- 

v-armin. -  ™r. C harles W atts should be sent to him at 
; ,4I11W  anj  rtJac*’ Lalham , S .W . I f  a  reply is required, a 
V tjiu, '"D ressed envelope must be  enclosed, 
i V fe r i! ’ treasurer o f the N ational S ecu la r S o ciety , w rites 
* S h .nce to the , ’ ' ..............°una

J tlr> f.hope the required cap ita l w ill be forthcom ing
t r'-'s. g r. hme. I w ish I could ta k e  ten 
C S ' i e T  enorm ous a d va n ta g e  our m ovem ent

ÔisitJer o ’ ’t ough t really  to turn out a  financial success.

0,1 another
projected C om pany, details o f  which will

p a ge  : “ I w ill ta k e  th irty shares in the

tban our I 'tofary p ro p agan d a  o f  alm ost g re a te r  import-
<’e ,C*cr our

our „ j-~'J
'me, a„ j  oruinary lectures. Y o u rs  is a  m ost p ractica l 

- re's a ch S lou't' appeal to the well-to-do F reethinkers, 
merely ;,,'lllce f° r them to show  th at th ey are  Freethinkers,

'cNo* nwame’ but in real!ty-"
p̂ Patiy, ¡n* anchester) w rites w ith re g a rd  to the projected 
jĵ .̂ d that . lch he will ta k e  tw en ty  sh ares : “ I am  v ery  

.. '.'d Liablf?U have decided to form you r business into a 
H jj Would Com pany. I h ave  often thought w h at a  good  
lej "ers ^  a to form such a  C om pany, and tak e  off your 
Po_® you fr heavy w eigh t o f  purely business m atters, and

r,ce ,, to attend m ore to other m atters o f  g r e a t  im-

'  ' ' ~
cause. I hope and trust th at Free-

!.(v e*°rt$ country will rally round you and m ake
N m ^ “ cessfni."
S a >  PtiE who w ill tak e  ten shares in the projected 

es : “ I wish •S ^ ’leo11
c*° more tow ards a  plan w hich will help to free

(; ' ' ‘" ’ays g la d  to receive  cuttings,
f w ‘* ' 0° b  th rough the manuscript,

whhsbouW never h ave  p e ace  o f  mind i f  w e  troubled 
ian » ie norpnnmi scurrilities o f  the b a ser sort o f

you r new  enterprise e ve ry  success,

Shall receive attention.
"Y ou r cutting’s are  v ery  w elcom e. T h an k s.

a a; n Evid„ule Perenn»al 
I  S  dencers' WhenC V

p ig  vom its it is best to keep
t,.ls>s > *» on behalf

her
of the C am berw ell B ranch, b e g s  to thank

, tpf • varliie"”  “ er P o s e n t  o f  a  la rg e  fram ed p ortrait o f 
%  Perty o f h and a  Lust o f  H enry H etherington, form erly 
fj/i. t.-.T'u 1Cr father.• 4 Ar1 "anks r .

: ' 'tin . a‘l  in a rIor the cop y o f  you r excellen t letter in the 
'V. „ to local ,,!; ence ° f  secu la r education. ~C  0.

1 l o.
1 newspapers are of great service tô  Free ^  S  ̂  

t0, matter shall have attention, and )

• ,S';ptn.̂ x7^rufer consideration.
overlooked ; in our next,

S i r ’ “  •

Such communi-

Vu!:Roh

f la n k s  for yo u r cuttin gs.

nisquam, M assachusetts, w rites : “ W ill 
me through the correspondence column of 

>’0u contem plate a  review  in th at p eriodical
?  Person-

,‘ <ljv. x'JDert «c , <v ICVICVV III lllcll
Z  a n x io u ? ^ 0^  ? istory  o f  Freethoughti
hp%t, d,"ave alre-Û  to reac* a  review  o f  the book from you r 

,̂ao y  said, in an sw er to an E n glish  corres- 
, rcethinker w as not included in the list o fi, ''Ch,1to 1,:? the

fi l'V  co„; ...... .
¿ > t  - eS °f Mr- R obertson 's book w ere  sent for

û̂ hors ° Ur Custom to obtrude notices o f  books upon 
V  in aj.
\  nnectioi?Û *e aw are  o f  the go o d  w o rk  you  did for 
Seh ,nCe eXnro Vl^1 C am berw ell B ranch, and have 
< V V  niudfiiSSe<̂  our recognition  o f  it. A t  the sam e

S s . * °ur4> you'a^P'anation 
'Or în ;Lever

e at Peckham, and it ha* *° ' yir. Foote 
. lanation is hardly a,?ei}"ant' the Branch, 

free lecture, but y°u toM you again
‘.allv formed, as Miss Vane , - g)ie aiso 

ers that you left. unheeded. ^  & free
Foote w o u ld  not gice ,_anj  ;t is

k S k QVeCl i?attKer of the Branch " ’as scUl  ̂ and , t 
tSk, at PenUu 'e best thing to do now is t { .q Branch 
Nv*' s S ham be carried on by the Camber ( of

a tew'y- you can work with that Branch, ivM 
;■  a. V °uc, for which there is obviously no i
c.

r V Ä : you ,,,, " ' ’ vll’ g  received  a n y  notice, w e  are 
Vo,, Mr. P e rc y  W ard  is to lecture at
in ]\T 1 hud the fam ous T acitu s p a ssag e  

WilSo_ p  F oote ’s S ign  o f  the Cross (6d.)— a

'  5 hnks- Sea; rett'S Play’
t;.? Bible ^ jf>ara£Taph. G lad  to hear you a.re
^ il^ 'u y o u fS V'evvi” °,” ancí’í . S ee  E xodu s xxxiii. 23 for
■ /? b W;U,uÇ neww'nff tbe L o rd ’s b a ck  parts. P leased  to 

all nm fnt disp lays the Freethinker  in h

'e’s r;iss 

íi

'V:

n„ ...v  'Freethinker in

«T^cuC tiP " 1;! WOU,d do !t that Just!cc-
■ °f Man T - 1 lloug h t— N ew  C en tu ry— A w a k en e r 

lnburi>-i i,Iraes— PropTPQQÍvf» T h in k er— Boston 
ix —p ” 1 Fvei

S ociety— T w o  W o rld s— E th ical W orld  
Cit^Per-~.p . , ° f  R e a so n — B raun ’s Ico n o clast—  

N k l y ^ ei». re,denker— E l L ibre Pensam iento—  
Sb“’- L ib e r a to r — B ulletin— PublicI'Seeker'ixT~l'lDerator—Sydney 

r (.New York).

L e tter s  for the E d itor o f the Freethinker  ̂should be addressed  to 
28 Stonecutter-street, London, E .C .
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Sugar Plums.
T he second of the Freethought Sunday Demonstrations 
was held in Hyde Park on Sunday afternoon. As the brake, 
which Mr. Wilson kindly lent as usual, would have had to 
go considerable distance from the spot where Hyde Park 
crowds congregate, it was decided to take advantage of the 
West London Branch’s lecture-stand, around which a large 
audience soon gathered. The sun was shining down 
mercilessly, and the auditors were all perspiring. Imagine, 
then, the experience of the speakers 1 They all had a 
Turkish bath— minus the luxury of shampooing and the 
sweet dawdle in the cooling-room. Mr. Harr}' Snell acted 
as chairman, and his introductory address was most excel­
lent, being solid and serious on the whole, but with witty 
touches here and there that kept the people— including a 
capital sprinkling of ladies— in good humor. Mr. Heaford 
spoke with vigor and effect. The exclamations of “ Good 
old Heaford ” —though he isn’t so very old—showed he was 
thoroughly welcome. Mr. Robert Forder occupied only a 
few minutes, the conditions being too taxing for his strength. 
Then came Mr. Foote, who was received with enthusiasm. 
The poor Christian Evidence men, who pitched a<- near to 
the Secularists as they could, for obvious reasons, ana who 
had been shouting “ National Secular Society— National 
Secular Society,” and “ Where is Mr. Foote? Where is Mr. 
Foote ?” were soon deserted by all but the veriest handful of 
faithful listeners. The crowd grew biggsr and bigger all 
the time Mr. Foote was speaking, and it was good to hear 
the ringing cheers when he finished. Mr. A. B. Moss came 
last and spoke with his usual force, and then Mr. Snell pro­
nounced the benediction. Mr. Cohen could not come, having 
to be at Brockwell Park, and Mr. Watts was not well enough 
to attend. However, the speakers were quite numerous 
enough in that blazing weather.

The third of these Freethought Demonstrations will be 
held at 3.30 this afternoon (July 16) in Regent’s Park, near 
the Park entrance to the Zoological Gardens. The platform 
will be Mr. Wilson’s brake, and a shady pitch will be sought 
under a big tree. A good list of speakers is being arranged, 
including Mr. Foote lor certain, and there is sure to be a very 
large gathering. ___

Mr. Cohen had a hard task last Sunday, lecturing out of 
doors in such trying weather while still weak from his recent 
illness. We are glad to hear that he had a very large meeting 
in Brockwell Park. Mr. Cohen lectures this morning (July 
16) at 11.15 in Victoria Park. We call special attention to 
this, as morning lectures are a novelty there.

Mr. T. Wilmot, secretary of the Camberwell Branch, has 
taken up the Peckham Rye propaganda for the present, until 
the local friends shake down into order and efficiency. He 
arranged with Mr. Edwards for a lecture last Sunday, and is 
providing another lecturer to-day (July 16).

Mr. Wilmot is pressing Mr. Foote to give the Camberwell 
Branch a Sunday outdoor lecture in Brockwell Park. He 
says it would be of great service to the Branch, which rather 
needs assistance. Mr. Foote, however, is not quite able at 
the moment to say Yes to this invitation. He is hard-worked 
enough already, and there are plenty of younger men to 
carry on the open-air propaganda, in which Mr. Foote took 
Ills full share in former days. Of course the Sunday Free- 
thought Demonstrations are a special effort, and do not 
involve an hour’s speaking to a big out-of-door erowd.

By the kindness of Mr. George Anderson, each of the 
London Branches now engaged in outdoor propaganda has 
received a parcel of literature for distribution. Miss Vance, 
the N.S.S. Secretary, has also received instructions from Mr.
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Anderson to forward other parcels to new Branches of the 
Society, who should make application to her at 377 Strand,

Secular Thought (Toronto) reproduces Mr. Foote’s article 
on “ Zola’s Triumph ” from the Freethinker.

The lecture arranged to take place at Clerkenwell-green on 
Sunday morning last had to be abandoned in consequence of 
Mr. Bater, who had charge of the meeting, being suddenly 
seized with illness. We are glad to learn, however, that he 
has somewhat recovered.

The South Shields Branch holds its annual excursion to­
day (July 16) at Holywell Dene. A start will be made at the 
Ferry at 12.45, North Shields at 1. The fare for adults is is., 
children 6d. Accommodation was severely taxed last year, 
and intending excursionists should therefore give notice to 
Mr. R. Chapman, 30 Madras-street.

The Liverpool Branch goes on picnic to-day (July 16) to 
Chester. The party meets at the Liverpool Landing-stage 
at 1.45 p.m. for a start. Tickets (3s. 6d. each) can be 
obtained of the secretary, Mr. W. Cox, 1 Dove-road, Orrell- 
park, Walton, Liverpool.

We are pleased to hear, on the authority of the Rev. F. B. 
Meyer, who has recently returned from India, and has just 
been speaking at the Centenary meeting of the Religious 
Tract Society, that opposition to Christianity is rampant in 
the great peninsula. “ Buddhist priests,” he says, “ translate 
Ingersoll’s tracts to counteract missionary teaching, and not 
a student leaves the university in Madras without receiving a 
pack of infidel literature.” All the one hundred and ten 
weekly newspapers published in the vernacular have a dis­
tinct bias against Christianity. Mr. Meyer says that the 
future fight in India will not be against »¿¿belief, but against 
«»belief, and that nothing but a flood of gospel literature will 
save India to Christianity.

On July 6 the Birmingham Branch held a “ social ” at the 
Victoria Hotel, John Bright-street. There was a large 
gathering of members and friends. The occasion was taken 
advantage of to present Mr. A. Scrimshire with a testimonial 
in recognition of valuable services he had rendered the 
Branch. The presentation, an illuminated address, was 
made by the President, Mr. J. H. Ridgway, who spoke of the 
high qualities Mr. Scrimshire possessed, and eulogised the 
generous manner in which he freely used them for objects of 
benevolence and progress. This the meeting heartily 
endorsed. Mr. Scrimshire, in acknowledging, expressed 
great surprise at receiving such a mark of appreciation for 
his services, which to give the Branch had always been a 
delight to him. He should regard it with the greatest 
pleasure, and with pride hand it down to his children. An 
enjoyable evening was spent in songs, music, and readings.— 
J. Partridge.

Mr. G. J. Ilolyoake is on the warpath again. We have 
received a “ cyclostyle” pamphlet containing his vigorous 
comments on the action of Messrs. Macmillan in restraining 
Mr. W. H. Ilolyoak, of Leicester, from infringing their 
copyright in Fitzgerald’s Omar Khayyam. Copies of this 
curious production can be obtained for one shilling at 77, 
Ilumberstone-gate, Leicester. We refrain from discussing 
the case itself; to do that would require a great deal of 
space. While private property exists we suppose publishers 
are entitled to protect their copyrights. At the same time, 
there were circumstances in this particular instance which 
might have called for less peremptory treatment of the 
infringer.

Buddhism and Christism.

W ith the remarkable exception of the death of Jesus on the 
cross, and of the doctrine of atonement by vicarious suffering, 
which is absolutely excluded by Buddhism, the Buddhistic 
records contain statements about the life and doctrines of 
Buddha which clearly correspond, and impossibly by mere 
chance, with the legends recorded in the pamphlets, called 
the gospels, about the life and doctrines of Christ. The early 
Christians, in scheming out their new faith, had ample oppor­
tunities of building it up with the tempting materials afforded 
them by the corresponding movement, instituted in a prior 
age by the great Indian reformer. Their contact with 
Therapeuts and Essenes, those essential Buddhists, will alone 
account for much of these similitudes ; and the sphere of 
Alexandria, with its intercourse with the East, and aptitude for 
cultivation of Eastern philosophies, explains the rest. Proofs 
existing of the knowledge of Buddhistic history among re­
nowned Christian writers of very early periods, it may readily 
be concluded that there was such knowledge, in the same 
circle, from the first (see Bunsen, The Angel-Messiah, p. 50; 
Strange, The Sources ami Developments of Christianity, pp. 
213,214; Henan, Vie de Jesus, p. 308). MlMNERMUS,
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The Question of the Drunkard-

A few days ago 
young Christian.

I withI had a friendly conversation
I had been chatting some t i^

had quoted the Bible (as I might quote MontiL
occupifand I had incidentally mentioned that I was 

day long on Sundays with meetings and  ̂ t 
classes. My amiable friend jumped at a j ffa5 
not unnatural conclusion, and asked me 1 ^
Local Preacher. “ Oh, no,” I said, “ I arn SL 
the Leicester Secular Society.”  ̂ ¿ c ^si?

There was a pause of mingled amazement an the V
If this incident had occurred fifty years ago ^  
man would have looked at me from top 1  ̂ ^
more or less politely introduced the topic 
death-beds. But the coal-scuttle bonnet has . 
crinoline has followed ; and the death-bed arg11 
but a ghost of its former self, and only finds 
the tea-table of the uneducated. So the Christian 
with an intelligence that did him credit, immediat ; 
a thrust at a vital issue.

The Secular Society ?” he repeated. * 
now may I ask what motive-force you won , ¡̂¡it 
bear upon a drunkard in order to secure h|S
sion V”

“ You mean his reformation?” 
“ Very well, his reformation.

Aim ncr mean-” 1 rejoined, “ what is the method h.j 
actcr? ’ CS ° rA theists Propose to improve

our first concern
“ Y es.”
“ W ell,” I continued, 

the drunkard.” call°u'V
He looked surprised, as if he thought me “Sufy  
“ Let me give you an illustration,” 1 saI j.

a teacher has a hundred boys in his schoo • jctPh,;
his business, he will of course carry on ^  yOil r

some consciously worked-out principle*- pup11 
then, that he will assume the majority ° 
be normal or abnormal ?”  „ ^

“ He will assume them to be normal* the 
“ Out of the hundred, he will expectV/ Uk. VI IIUHUl UU) I1W »»»•* - 1 , j

part will appreciate his plans, and (wit
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'■ '•hat ;s ii type of human health is the mother, 
•■ ag f0rj.,e ‘Oremost office of the mother ? Does she 
jit of a. diseased babe, and is her work mainly 
:■ « hutflj remedies to sickness and deformities ? 
at \ye n race would be in a very sorry condition if 

% Wh ^ ua" y the case. No ; the mother bears a 
Wl> tar n‘Sf&enerally healthy constitution, and her«Ut,

S o
5 the

nurtun 
and e, and her love all tend to the main- 

expansion of right physiological balance.
. oUr k meway, our rules of education and the principles 
? of .U,rrian'lst religion must be directed to the train- 

Hndl natures (and they form the majority of 
rcultUrgVh'ch ',v'h respond to our appeals and reward

;<ve a l'ans are lamentably weak in psychology. They 
. 'Cul°us habit of dividing men and women ii 

: < r „ . c!as- s ,  as fruiterers do with apples, a 
;-«r ¡5 ,, etn “ sound ” or “ dnmncrpH ” Thp pti.ir-
S a

into 
and 

The church-SounH » , , “ “ ' “ “ S ' ' 11, i i i c c u u i c n -
an  ̂ tbe drunkard is “ damaged.”

Wnl not submit to this crude sub-division.f. 'vis rjQ i " ***
:.!*'*’iîrate.(.iorUn̂ ard-class definitely separated from the 

0 a S c fC ass> . . .  -Moderation fines off by delicate shades
;• a other. 3 n t'le one hand, and instability of wi 
lr;.i “ad le drunkard is but the last expressios°cial
 ̂1 ° r Ken i '̂ lluency.

^  ande,r:?u-,habits) ' s an evd that affects society

- __  expression
tendency. Intemperance (whether in

h ^nity1̂ ’ 'yhile society at large has sufficient health 
\b ]en̂ encie<eeP c'ear_beaded and self-controlled, its
N W i t s fn

s are embodied in its slightly intemperate
-.My j -fiuently intemperate members, its almost

i./erate m ernperate members, and its hopelessly in-
k^ruiilfem'3ers- then, we desire to attack the

Pr« I*d0 n enness (or prostitution, or gambling, etc.),
jX'ng t ° Permanent good by praying for drunkards,
"id r<̂si or .?kards, scolding drunkards, petting
!•-.t-UnkarcIs Writ'ng  special literature on the difficulties
C ° nal m H That is the superficial method ; the
'[ ■ the c|„ lQd > the Christian method. W e must
C*sons 3 s causes. W e must observe thousands
v';tfjs °f instit are not drunkards, and examine thou-
%  Pubf t̂l°ns which have no apparent connection

. a  generation or so ago the
i;cp °̂'Vn ¡,CriCa conducted a W hiskey W ar. They

V s '“ tho' streets, and denounced the saloon-
and of 3 a ĉrs’ t desire to speak respectfully

\ J S kn0w a * other, women ; and I heartily support
P'ltj .to char as the Woman Movement. But I am
Piihli tQlly. /lcterise this W hiskey W ar as a piece of
<r«k for Was mean and unjust to single out
Hi;the inj  Peachment and obloquy. The publicans

Mil. v«.x °f a social taste, and the menials of a
. I’d re Or ie„ e “Oust assail the taste and the will, not
'“liar the niechanical instruments, 

y V ,  M in i-  -
Cst de'j rather'e .clUestion in brief, we must aim at a 

With iju lan a ^-formative, method. W e

‘at Wa and not as a coat that needs patching, 
nts rebuilding, or a cancer that calls for

man nature as a thing that may be

•ut c. \y "“ is rebuilding, or a cancer 
f^e,rr'ust- treat human nature ai

rBV 3 'sciniue a lt h ’ a n d  n o t  d e b ,r ' t v ' H

as an organism 
not debility. Human natureW \ CiPline n o ,  . c

ed fj ” oy the ’ 1 . orucifixion ; and it will be won 
°Ps of r  S,Uasive counsels of Reason, and not 

Uo‘gotha. F. J. Gould.

Jesus.
 ̂tiERE. ls poor Jesus gone ?

Ani Slts w>th Dives now,
not even the crumbs are flung 

0 Lazarus below.
^here 

Is 
e 
H

\Vh

X

“ere is poor Jesus gone . 
ts he with Magdalen ? 
o doles her one by one 
‘ for wages of shame !

'Ijore is poor Jesus gone?
W, h° good Samaritan,

nat does he there alone • (
tfo stabs the wounded man

^here is poor Jesus gone,
•>., 'c lamb they sacrificed • 
“ 'ey’ve n .- ' ~ • ‘_ociUlULV-U

An j?  made God of this carrion,
' nd labelled it “ Christ ” !

“ Sonars of ,he Army of the Night.

The Vegetable Lamb of Tartary.
I t is probable that the reader has never considered the 
appearance or botanical position of the Tree of Life in 
the Garden of Eden. W e are all familiar with the idea 
that the Tree of Knowledge was an apple-tree, and that 
certain direful results followed upon Eve’s sudden 
partiality for pippins ; but the reason for the expulsion 
of the first pair frem Eden was not so much the apples 
that they did eat as the fruit of the Tree of Life which 
they might have eaten ; for, if they had continued their 
experiments and tasted the latter, they would have 
lived for ever (Genesis iii. 22). Now, the same geniuses 
who discovered that the Tree of Knowledge was an 
apple-tree, also settled to their own satisfaction the 
exact appearance of the Tree of Life. They decided 
this question upon Scriptural grounds. It was clear to 
them that the Tree of Life must be connected with Jesus 
Christ, for did he not declare “ I am the way, the truth, 
and the Life ” ? In the New Testament Jesus Christ is 
called the “ Lamb of God,” and the Fathers had drawn 
mystical parallels between him and the Passover Lamb. 
It was therefore evident, by all the principles of mediaeval 
logic, that the Tree of Life must have possessed more or 
less of the figure of a lamb.

Now, about two hundred years ago we English were 
introduced to the Dutch method of clipping trees into 
fanciful shapes ; and in old gardens we may still meet 
with box and other shrubs apeing the figures of animal 
nature. Giraffes and peacocks are the first favorites in 
this style of sculpture, although it occasionally requires 
a strong effort of the imagination to comprehend what 
animal the gardener intended to portray. But the Lamb- 
Tree, which the mediaeval imagination evolved from its 
inner consciousness, was a far different creation to any 
of these.

If the Tree ot Knowledge were an apple-tree, then 
every orchard contained a descendant or relation of 
that famous tree ; but in no Christian land do we meet 
with a lamb-tree. However, to the mediaeval mind 
it was obvious that the Tree of Life must have left 
some terrestrial representative, and therefore the lamb- 
tree must exist somewhere. Accordingly the monks 
pitched upon Tartary. Tartary was a very favorite 
spot for signs and wonders in the Middle Ages. It 
was a veritable Unknown Land to Europeans ; and if 
you made any assertion about it, it was excessively 
unlikely that any inquisitive person would ever go 
there to prove that you were wrong. Nowadays, 
however, Tartary is too well known, and when people 
want to find a local habitation for Mahatmas, and such 
small deer, they have to refer them to Thibet.

Well, as we said before, the mediieval myth-makers 
pitched upon Tartary as a likely place for their Lamb- 
Tree ; and, in the fully-developed form of the legend, 
this vegetable phenomenon was a most remarkable one. 
It was said that in the wilds of Tartary there grew a 
tree which sprang from a seed. This tree consisted of 
a stalk or trunk, upon the top of which was a growth 
having the exact form of a lamb. This Vegetable Lamb 
possessed four feet, a head and a tail, and was covered 
with white wool. Not only did this lamb resemble the 
ordinary animal in outward appearance, but when the 
tree came to maturity the head actually ate grass ; for 
it bent down from its stalk, and browsed away all the 
herbage within its reach, right the way round. When 
all the grass had thus been eaten, it would have been 
imagined that the poor lamb would have died of starva­
tion ; but here a wise provision of nature came in. 
Directly the grass had disappeared, the stem of the 
lamb-tree shrivelled up, and the animal immediately 
died, leaving nothing but its bones and wool behind. 
Not only had the monks learnt of the existence and 
manner of growth of this wonderful plant, but they even 
knew its native name, which was Boramets. Later 
philologists have endeavored to discover the origin of 
the name Boramets. They say it is derived from the 
Slavonic word Baran, which signifies a sheep. But 
there is also the Russian word Boronets, meaning a 
particular kind of p lant; and other etymologies might 
be suggested. However, guess-work philology is a most 
barren study ; and perhaps it is not worth while to 
pursue the matter farther.

The existence of this Borametz, Agnus Scythians, or



460 THE FREETHINKER

Vegetable Lamb of Tartary, was fully believed in for 
several centuries ; and, of course, it was duly described 
in those mendacious books of travel which appeared 
towards the end of the Middle Ages. About 1330 the 
“ travels” of Ordericus of Friuli were published, and 
contained an account of the Vegetable Lamb. But the 
falsehoods of Ordericus were overshadowed by the far 
more famous “ travels” of the English knight, Sir John 
Mandeville, which contains a slightly different legend. 
The author thus piously refers to the Bprametz : “ There 
groweth there a manner of fruit as though it were a 
gourd, and when they are ripe men cut them open, and 
find within a little beast in flesh and bone and blood, as 
though it were a little lamb without w o o l; and men eat 
both the fruit and the beast, and that is a great marvel. 
O f that fruit I have eaten, although it were wonderful ; 
but I know well that God is marvellous in his works.”

The author of Mandeville’s Travels was fully persuaded 
of the existence of the Vegetable Lamb ; and he even 
professed to have eaten one. Other travellers claimed 
to have met with traces of the Borametz, but their 
acquaintance with it was not as close as that of Sir 
John Mandeville. Probably the last explorer who came 
away from Tartary persuaded of the existence of the 
plant was Jans Struys, an adventurous Dutchman of the 
seventeenth century. Struys did not profess to have 
seen the Borametz itse lf; but he brought home one of 
its fleeces, which he said were highly valued in southern 
Russia on account of their softness and the beautiful 
curly appearance of the wool. This fleece, however, 
was clearly what is now called Astrakhan wool, which 
is really derived from the unborn or newly-born lamb of 
the species commonly known to naturalists. Eighteenth- 
century travellers established the true nature of Astrakhan 
wool, and proved beyond a doubt that no such plant 
as the Borametz was ever known to grow in Tartary ; and 
they found that the Tartars laughed at tke whole story.

Y et the Vegetable Lamb of Tartary’ had been firmly 
believed in throughout the Middle Ages. It was not until 
1557 that the celebrated Pavian physician, Girolamo 
Cardano, ventured very timidly to argue against it, 
showing the impossibility of supposing that a purely 
animal being could grow on a tree like a vegetable. 
Cardano’s treatise came in for a great deal of abuse ; 
but its arguments could not be gainsaid, and scientific 
men ceased to believe in the existence of the wonderful 
Borametz. In 1698 Sir Hans Sloane read a paper before 
the Royal Society, and exhibited to the members an 
object which had been sent to him from India as a 
veritable specimen of the Tartarian lamb, but which he 
recognised as being really part of the root of a tree-fern 
which had been trimmed up to resemble a four-footed 
animal. In 1725 Dr. J. P. Breyn, of Dantzic, contri­
buted a learned paper to the Royal Society, and sub­
mitted a much better-looking specimen. These articles, 
however, were made from a fern which does not grow 
in Tartary. It is a native of Southern China, Assam, 
and Malaysia, and is known to botanists as the Poly- 
podium Boramets. The Chinese make toy dogs from its 
roots, cleverly trimming them into the shape of a head 
and body, and arranging the stalks to look like four 
legs. There is a specimen in the Natural History 
Museum at South Kensington ; and it is illustrated in 
Lloyd's Encyclopedic Dictionary under “ Agnus Scythicus." 
But the heathen Chinee calls the result of his ingenuity 
a dog, for he has never heard of the Tartaric lamb. It 
was the first Europeans who met with these Chinese 
toys who associated them with the Borametz, and they 
sent them home as specimens of the Vegetable Lamb of 
Tartary.

It is hardly necessary to remark further that no such 
plant as the Vegetable Lamb ever grew anywhere, 
except in the mediaeval imagination. It is a mere fruit 
of the monkish speculation of the Middle Ages, to which 
we owe many such monsters ; and it is only of interest 
to us as showing how a totally false popular idea may 
be fostered owing to a temporary difficulty in disproving 
it. It took about two centuries to disprove the story 
of the Tartarian lamb, so that we need not despair if 
more deeply-rooted fables take a longer period to 
destroy. C iiilperic.

What is the use of pretty painted glass in your churches when 
you have the plagues of Egypt outside of them ?—Rusldn.

Dr. Jesus Christ.
A follower of Jesus Christ and Him Crucifie“

insdrteA

on June 27 last, an impassioned appeal in the - 
Column of a morning contemporary in favor oi 
Midwives’ Registration Bill, now before 
He wound up by saying anent the custom of <] ; 
male doctors for ladies: “ Jesus Christ, if a 
would condemn and refuse this practice. x * 
sort of thing is decidedly amusing. We

if  »
> No"'. I

h a v e #2>U1 L U1 tiling li5 UCtIUCUlJ iilliuouii;. , gjcji»**»
the Eminent One in question called “ a great p oet' 
but always supposed that it was merelyf PJ -  — r r --------------- ■  t .. ilt0, evi^f

But this agony-column contribuì |nl>burst
takes the statement to heart, 
seriously, and dispassionately ascertain 
Carpenter actually did in the “ medical

line.
Histruly hard at first to imagine Him hanging *y“ t̂i­

the largest jack-plane, and pounding away witn»£y 
and mortar. But, in our intense desire f̂or .¡lit);
dare not dismiss an idea because of its imp1”“ . ci, 
Moreover, during the last few years “ Christian 
that  ̂wretched craze, semi-pious, wholly canting. l(]; 
medical, and entirely humbug, has caught ho jety.

” of En£IlSi V rfounderThis seemed to point to the fact of the ^
faith being a medico. . to the5

W e prayerfully devoted a whole eveni^ 1
ject, the results of which we willingly P‘ 7^ c3reer 
readers. Any information connected with reader5,,r
Our Lord must be welcome to the rehgf10 S*1' o 
this journal. The first incident in the file °^js ¡nstafl 
of a medical nature was his circumcision. 1° rator 
he was, however, the subject, and not the 01 <- .¡gput1 ” 

. . . . .  . J----------0f eleven, ^W e 
with

next find him, 
the doctors.”

at the age 
This looks more lik e

th a t h®
but his tender years constrain us to behe jeI1t. 
then merely a doctor’s boy, and not a s 0  
we find him under the care of our scho ^ ^ 1 peat 
Satan, undergoing dietetic and other 
knowledge of which he turned

l#
d, pr
’ tie-

, treatn16111!./and other tre ^
to such

ti''account later in life. - s00<i f Jaf
On the completion of his studies, he ^  eaus 0 ^  

W e hear of him curing blind people by „¡ssiUn 
tackling skin-diseases, d̂ buking 

corps ot devils from patients, and „,-nbah1- ,-ef 
our days, he would Pr

0 , v f’ f y  
■ y » « * * > €

and sa liva ; tackling skin-diseases, 
of devils from patients, and 

Had he lived in our days, he would P 
patented his mud pills for green people> 
became a fashionable physician.
lacked the necessary bald head and white g
(rim rp r rn  r lc  n m l n h ln o  h b in k e t  d o  tiOt ^  V ., i

b y « V > ’
ginger curls and a blue blanket do 
in the “ hupper suckles.” He was not, 
unsuccessful, being always exceedingly P°P 
ladies. His marvellous cure o f Miss [Js

al, ..h{J
<»■

of the Frivolity Theatre, Jerusalem ,»“.* « ^ ',  
tion. The recovery of the Centuria aSto- 
Lazarus ; and the widow’s “ mite, ‘ kc° tieIl!, 
the faculty of his day. Unfortunate yv^fjet Pj [/ 
of the means employed to put these g leS^ ^ 3 
' on their feet.” The biographers of .r£ltlictoO  ̂ j 

might have omitted one of those con
logics and given us that recipe. .... £V1L 0(i ..

ability' .¡0n Mie-
opera peu ■M1He w as a surgeon o f no mean _

this is to be found in his masterly r V 1 t1' 
severed ear of the H igh-Priest’s ®er farni f̂ril
..................................... his father’s shop ^  ¡def ^

He made
his early training in 
with the use of the knivesu se o t tne Knives. n<= sc^Pf^V fit
bones.” An unyielding advocate of , . < It . cf .

nife, he is reported to have s tfeo d y  / .  
offend thee, pluck it o u t ; if thine ban 0

truly ; bllt 'v,̂ .c 
knowledge

v»s° ir* . ]Jrastic measures, 
of the Roman Empire. His
h r w 'tf '* eV1n 'nc*l‘ding massage 

c , ut adequate, exercises which 
cases o f withered hands and paralysis c«-- -,

1 urthermore, we find the professional "  ‘ ry 
opposition. He cured a lady o f a “ -'

q01

clearly. $co<
d'

sangfUI° ^ r

for which she had been treated foreated for a things 
ffered many ,vescornfully, said he, suneivu -  - e

physicians.” W ot oh ! Not 0 *v‘aS thc ,
J"that he was a doctor, but he really "ILtute“.'.^  

schoolof medicine. The disciples con- ¡nJ^ii11 
students. His erratic peregrin“ 1 vjsjts °c0̂ i 
neither more nor less than profession 1 
adviser. Ilis a l fresco discourse

kv
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■ vê 'rv' ôr h's followers, who later set up lor them- 
r' Simon Peter being perhaps the most 

i:ict 'vho achieved fame as the first managing 
»ill ®r of the Catholic Church, Limited. Here we 

the one-time carpenter. W e have made an

th*
scovery. The “ light of the world ” is, after 
red light from the surgery of Dr. Jesus

Mimnermus.

Morals Precede Religion ?
•S|,EssWe «
> t ° ^ - i t h  Lucretius that fear created the gods, 
7 s..111?1 whatever religion man first accepted must
's’r,|tnt 'ftted to his moral judgment. His moral 
j?1 a reii„̂  lave been °f the lowest, but, to get him to 
7_'r than hu"1’ tllat religion must have been something not 

that.. moraIs- Let us suppose that his sole moralX o.,. , d lYlo.-* • 1 . . . ‘ 4 « . . • 1 1  1to. 0lltsije i.1

<>( ■ P°thetical -  - -
1 r. 'Uniaim. ancestor of ours accepted must have had at 

all eharacti

V%ide tli'111̂ 11 m’?ht not kill and eat his eldest son, but 
’ ,rtai0r,„ ls’ “,e might do as he pleased without feeling 

tt is evident that the god of any religion
|\ane a 

ofS Chil
I -ir'1ake hhi.r anccst°r, have been at once rejected.

s — « .̂er, and that a god who would kill
°fouU aren would, had he been proposed for the

life,.-«He ancestor, liave been at once rejected. Fear
'ality ‘"'U

l>olj"iSelf. t !!'1 . him froni accepting any god worse
no matter how monstrous. 

ander him from accepting any god worse 
r'he 1 nion i1Us’ barring the explanation of Lucretius, 
>  . acceptanr P^ceded the belief in the supernatural,
' rdto-Ue’ >t, n1(,e °f any religion. If this my surmise 

t?0|h and Vi*’ a so appears that morals were precedent 
_i 0f charac’(e ler®f°re, not dependent upon religion, but 
aiy 'lt>.v reliJ. ° ‘ religion and the acceptance or rejec- 
rtli l.1'°rals ;,r °n .^Pended upon man’s morals. Or, 
%jl0n conies to> and independent of, religion ;
■ s Cor  1 slio /.“ «■ 1 ana aepenas wnony upon, moral 

5t<| UrUns, a u. d .''he to sec this question discussed in 
‘hlio l'iC’ ai'il if*1 las for years seemed to me a funda- 

X r iii'putw .lswe.r,ed in my way, entirely does away 
‘ upon n.r^Ward by superstitionists, that morals are 

lS‘°n. Bedrock.

after.

Book Chat.
^ 5 iebc fleff of Shakespeare, like his profession, has 

discussionsVNn ?mesl Christian,
He has been rep re 

strict Churchman of
gnostjl as.a Protestant bigot, as a Spiritualist, 
On. m * Now we find “ Father” Bowden andM .a .,

q^Si^any , aL lor plain Mister Simpson, M.A., has ; lrli ii A years “ ,.„1 . , - 1 — • 1

'V °r, tr,'"*air»iinjW, *n ^ lc Region of Shakespeare (Burns 
i,6ylu;.,. sPenb 1, laJ he was an adherent of the Catholic 

Dv “ ” ith er” Bowden is doing

\j ,ars “ asleep in Jesus.” The lamented

TiNtsC Bowden,  who is not so much of a
hut q, ri‘ur, tries to bolster the deceased gent’s

Tit Hr,--- I- . . 1 . 1« ..........*|t 1..

-r “ 1 ah i''ieavoñi’iev'dcntly wasted a lot of his time in

x °ut \u l tries
N H C ^ p lain  11 lla?y °f the whole proceeding will be 
>. b * ‘hat Shui ‘ 'at both the reverend gent and the lay- 

*en<espearc invariably makes his charactersK r ; / e r sona 

' Wtr dra

iably
-n-,. Had lie done so, he would have

--.Ll[j,Ptare llh thy S.,tlst as Byron. The authors of this 
lr.Vk6ri(h.^s a LTP. trouble, have equally proved that 

|®r, sailor, tinker, tailor, lawyer, 
f hat Shakespeare had a consider-* 1 1 . •, u ;_.__ 1,:.,, „: - - t e f  Lc win, .1 “at snaKespeare nau aeonsiuei- 

thePlley, the1 \C does not ‘ ‘soif prove him a
VS ‘ t̂heist, took a great interest in the

at‘1 wi ,'n his ivw 1 'O Old Testament upon his style

A  t)|>. /.»ere
t|.''ever hp^D'- Shakespeare used every intel- 

is iv.e ?und it, and it is no exaggeration
a single drama of his absolute

‘  ̂W Pu*r r̂°n̂  1H c.°arse web of some Italian tale, or a 
- lV ,ch aegoldof iU-tarcll>. and, shooting through the

Ĉ rlvlo that Shakespeare belonged
4 . V ^ i  J Wll0 ¿Hs “ the great lying Church.” They 

^^^espeare makes the grand old
b l tvyr tllei® hii11S(. a Jove and the rest of the l’antheon, 
V 'c 3 ce ,PUrn0«„'vâ  a I’agan, because that would 

'Uii ,j‘hduC(>, ; l’lic impartial reader will want 
'««re *“  ,.favor of Shakespeare beingreferí • to such— enees, i n  chai ac ^n’assCS a n d

W  W **y."retc-> or casual mention >■ Q irisUnn-
K  V 1 ¿uceptC.e,rtainly Shakespeare >'a tenets of

\f>s scheme of salvatiot , 0ppositc
S K  ShlWs °u life and death are entirely 1 >V  ■» lh racsPeare arc not mt

:f« d-„'.’/ban those of Horace, Sophocles, or
la>th could not have been deep in the

not more Christian, in any

writer of Hamlet, Othello, King Lear, Measure for Measure, 
and The Tempest. With his characters, appeals to the super­
natural are never real motives, but mere pretexts. When, 
for instance, the thought that death ends all is put in the 
mouth of Shakespeare’s most intellectual characters, it is 
conclusive that he thought this appropriate to them. And 
what is this but saying that the thought is his own. Much 
might be said on this subject, but sufficient has been said to 
recall that Shakespeare’s religion, if religion we term it, 
demands a wider name than that of Catholicism. It was that 
of Humanity.

*  *  *
Lloyd's Weekly Newspaper, reviewing Mr. F. J. Gould’s 

Children's Book of Moral Lessons in its issue of July 2, says 
that “ it is really a first-class reading-book for the youngsters.” 
It is gratifying to find the paper with the largest circulation 
in the world speaking in such complimentary terms of our 
colleague’s book.

Correspondence.

MR. ENGSTROM’S CHRISTIANS.
TO  TH E EDITOR O F “  TH E FR E E TH IN K E R .”

Sir,—As the four English scientists claimed by Mr. 
Engstrom to be devout Christians are still in the land of 
the living, I propose a test as to their devout Christianity. 
Jesus stated, according to the book of Mr. Engstrom’s 
idolatry, that “ he that helieveth shall be saved, but he that 
believeth not shall be damned.” If Mr. Engstrbm can get 
either or all of his quartette of distinguished scientists to 
endorse the common acceptation of that promise and threat 
of Jesus’s, I will give Mr. Engstrbm a guinea for each such 
endorsement to help his society to discover whatever—if any— 
Christian evidences may be discoverable.

Although an Atheist myself, I warmly wish—like Lord 
Kelvin—for the success of the Christian Evidence Society. 
It’s just evidence we’ve been waiting for these 2,000 years, 
and until we get it we, who read and think freely, can only 
pronounce Christianity a fraud, partly an unconscious fraud, 
mostly a conscious one on the part of its propagators.

As I know of no evidence which proves any of the super­
natural claims of the countless rival religions to Christianity, 
so 1 know of none which demonstrates the truth of any single 
one of the supernatural claims of Christianity. It’s time there 
were started Buddhist, Mohammedan, Zoroastrian, Mormon, 
Aztec, Jahvistic, Brahminist, Muggletonian, Unitarian, etc. 
Evidence Societies to assist concurrently that of Mr. Engstrbm ; 
for the evidence is the thing, and there is none 1

The more these Societies in esse or in posse fail, as they have 
up to now most ignominiously failed, to produce a scrap of 
demonstrable evidence for the existence of devils, or gods, 
or hells, or heavens, or miracles, the more must people who 
arc not financially interested in any of the different religions 
drift further and further away from even a pretended credence 
in such utterly absurd and noxious emanations from the im­
mature intelligence of the race.

At this time of day it is even more remarkable that parsons, 
priests, and presbyters can—if they can— pass each other 
without smiling at the credulity of their dupes, than, that 
in Rome it was possible, two thousand years back, for a 
couple of augurs of the old religion to meet each other 
without a laugh.

However, Mr. Engstrbm and his Society, with their modest 
programme to find evidence in proof of the absurd, have every 
likelihood of a lengthy—and a useless—career. If subscribers 
last as long as the programme, then it should be eternal 1 
But who nowadays can be got to subscribe towards a 
Philosopher’s Stone Evidence Society? Alas! as scientists 
have given up as a delusion the search for that marvellous 
Stone, even so will common people, I’m afraid, ere long give 
up as a delusion still more baseless and degrading the search 
for Christian “ Evidences ’’— the veritable Hunting of the 
Snark! S igvatson.

Think Thou and Act.

Think thou and a ct; to-morrow thou shalt die. 
Outstretched in the sun’s warmth upon the shore, 
Thou say’s t : “ Man’s measured path is all gone o’er : 

Up all his years, steeply, with strain and sigh,
Man clomb until lie touched the truth ; and I,

Even I, am he whom it was destined for.”
How should this be ? Art thou then so much more 

Than they who sowed, that thou should’st reap thereby ? 
Nay, come up hither. From this wave-washed mound 

Unto the farthest flood-brim look with me ;
Then reach on with thy thought till it be drown’d.

Miles and miles distant though the grey line be,
And though thy soul sail leagues and leagues beyond,— 

Still, leagues beyond those leagues, there is more sea.
— D. G. Rossetti.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.
[Notices o f  Lectures, etc., m ust reach us by f ir s t  post on Tuesday, 

an d be marked “ le ctu re  N otice,”  i f  not sent on post-card.]

L O N D O N .

T he A th eN/F.um H a ll  (73 T otten ham  C ourt-road, W . ) : C losed  
during- July and A u gust.

B radlaugh  C lub and In stitute  (36 N ew in gton  G reen-road, 
B all’s P o n d ) : 8.30, A  C on cert.

O pen-a ir  P ropaganda.
B atter sea  Park  G ates : 11.30, E . W hite.
B r o c k w e l l  P a r k  (near H erne-hill G a te s): 3.15 and 6.30, 

R. P. E d w ards.
C a m berw ell  (Statio n -ro ad ): 11.30, R . P. E d w ards.
E dmonton (corner o f  A n gel-road ) : 7, C . Cohen.
F insbury  B ranch  (C lerken w ell G re en ): 11.30, A . B. M oss.
F insbury  Pa r k  (near Band Stand): 3.30, J. R ow n ey.
Hyd e  Pa r k  (near M arble A r c h ) : L ectu res e ve ry  w e e k  even in g  

a t 8. Sunday, a t 11.30, a  lecture.
H ammersmith  (The G rove) : 7.15, A  lecture.
H ampstead  H eath  (Jack S tra w ’s C a s t le ) : 3.15, A  lecture.
K ilburn  (corner o f  V ictoria-road ) : 7.15, A . B. M oss.
K ingsland  (R id le y -ro a d ): 11.30, S tan ley  Jones.
R eg en t ’s Pa r k  (near G lou cester G ate) : 3.30, F reethought 

D em onstration— M essrs. G . W . F oo te , C . Cohen, A . B . M oss, 
and H arry  Snell.

S tr a tfo r d  (T h e G r o v e ) : 7, E . P ack.
S. L . E . S . (Peckh am  R y e ):  11.15 , M r. Storrar. (B rockw ell 

P ark ) : 3.15, M r. C lark e .
V ictor ia  Pa r k  (near the F o u n ta in ): 11.15, C . C ohen, A  special 

lecture : 3.15, J. R o w n ey  ; 6.30, M r. S tan ley.
Mile E nd W a ste  : 11.30 and 7, J. R ow n ey. July 19, a t 8, C. 

Cohen.
T he T riangle (Salm on-lane, L im ehouse): 11.30, E. P a ck . 

July 18, a t 8, C . Cohen.
W estm inster  (G rosvenor E m bankm ent): 11.30, E . C alvert,

T h e  S o u l.”
C O U N T R Y .

D e r b y : 7, H alf-yearly  m eetin g a t M r. H . M cG uin n ess’s house.
G reat Y armouth  F r e eth in k e r s ’ A ssociation  (F reeth in kers’ 

H all, bottom  o f  B ro a d -ro w ): 7, Violin S election s by Professors 
E lliott and R a e  ; 7.15, H . D rane, “ G od  and M an .”

L eicester  S ecular So c ie t y  (H um berston e-gate): 6.30, T . 
E d w ard s, " T h e  A ntiquity o f M an .”

L iverpo o l  (A lexan dra H all, Islin gto n -sq u a re): T h e  hall will 
be closed during the months o f  July and A ugust. July 16, Annual 
P icnic. M eet on Liverpool L an din g S ta g e  a t 1.45.

Manchester  S ecular  H a ll  (R usholm e-road, A ll S a in ts ) : 
C losed  for Sum m er Season.

S h effield  S ecular  So c ie ty  (H all o f  S cien ce, R ockin gh am - 
street) : W . H eaford — 11, "C om m on  Sense and R e lig io n ” ; 3, 
’’ T h e  C hristian ’s H opes and F e a rs  7, ” Som e F allac ies  o f  
T h eism .” T e a  at 5. T h e  tw o first lectures will begin , if  fine, 
n ear the M onolith.

South  S h ields (Captain D un can ’s N a vig ation  S ch ools, M ark et­
place) : 7.30, P icnic arran gem en ts ; and a  readin g.

Lecturers’ Engagements.
C. C ohen , 17 O sborne-road, H igh -road, L e y to n .— July 16, 

m., V icto ria  Park.

A rthur B. Mo ss, 44 C redon-road, London, S .E .— July 16, m.> 
C lc r k e n w c ll; a ., D em onstration in R e g e n t's  P a rk  ; e ., Kilburn- 
23, m ., M ile End ; a ., D em onstration in V icto ria  P ark . 30» 
p robably N ortham pton.

R. P. E dw ar d s, 52 B ram ley-road, N otting-hill.— July 16, m., 
S tation-road ; a . and e ., B rock w ell P ark . 23, m ., B atterse a  ; e., 
S tratford . 30, m ., L im eh ou se; a ., V ic to ria  P a r k ;  e ., Edm onton.

E . Pa c k , 10 H en stridge-p lace, O rdnance-road, S t. John’s W ood. 
- J u ly  16, m ., M ile End. 23, a. and e ., P eck h am  R ye. 30, m., 
B atterse a  P ark .

II. P er cy  W a r d , 5 A lexan dra-road, E d gb aston , B irm ingham . 
—July 16, Public d eb a te  a t N ortham pton.

POSITIVISM.
"Reorganisation, without god or king, ly the systematic 

•worship of. Humanity."
Information and publications on the Religion of Humanity 

may be obtained free on application to the Church of 
Humanity, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

P rice  3d., b y  post 4d.,

The Secular Almanack for 1899.
E dited  dy G. W. FOOTE.

London : R. Fortier, 2'3 S ton ecu tter-strcct, E .C .

Price Sixpence. Handsomely Printed-

SHAKESPEARE
A LECTURE BY

C O L O N E L  I N G E R S O L L
“ A  pow erful piece o f  literary  and philosophical 

In gerso ll’s g lo w in g  sty le, his forcible lo g ic, and his acJ 'oSt 
crim ination m ake his p a n egy ric  o f  the B ard o f Avon a if 
in teresting to read as, no doubt, his lecture w as msp1 
h ear . ” — The Stage.

London : R . B order, 28 Stonecutter-street, E-C-

Just published, price 2d., by  post 2j^d.,

Men “ after GocVs Own Head-
BEING koAH'

BRIEF SKETCHES OF THE LIVES OF *  
ABRAHAM, MOSES, AND DAVID-

By CHARLES WATTS. ' c,
London : W a tts  &  C o ., 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-stre“

THE BEST
O N  n e o -m a L t h u s i a n i s m  IS, I 

TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND PbA 
OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM

B y  J. R . H O L M E S , M .M .L .,

160 pages, w ith portrait and autograph, bound in cloth, S
P rice is .;p o s t  free. ^

I n  ord er to b rin g  the inform ation within the r e a c h  ( (f(

o f
/it*

M .V .S ., M.N.S-S’ ^

m ost im portant p arts o f  the book are  issued in^a Pa
pages at one pe n n y , post free 2d. 
distribution is. a dozen post free.

C opies

T h e  N a tion al Reform er o f  S ep tem ber 4, 189*’ 
H olm es’ pam phlet....... is an alm ost unexceptional
N eo-M althusian th eory and p ra ctice ....... and -  s
to m oral fe e lin g ....... T h e  sp ecia l valu e  o f  M r. B °  g .̂
the N co-M althusian cau se  and to human w ell-b d  e1• * ' 1 ' • ■ • • t • II . -1' „ «lain ...111

through?
iet*fV

ju st his com bination in his pam phlet o f  a  plain s  ̂ . 
p h ysica l and m oral need for fam ily lim itation wit 1
o f  the ....................  ‘ ’ 1
cerned

ie m eans by w hich it can  be secured , and an „ 
ed of the requisites a t  the lo w est possible PrRAp rySUj'jS, 

T h e C ouncil o f  the M althusian League, 1 ¡̂gli
A llbutt, and others, have a lso  spoken o f  it in v e r j 11TJ.tfet, 

T h e  trade supplied by  R . Fo r d e r , 28 Stonecutter- .
E .C . O ther orders should be sen t to  the author,

M. R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAGE

W. J. Rendell’s “ Wife’s
R ecom m ended b y  Mrs. B esan t in Law  o f  J 1

......................... "  " * 1. jyee 1
doz., Post

„ p / ‘
tW'lt

D r. A llbutt in YVifc’s Handbook, p. 51 
C had w ell-street, C le rk e n w e ll;  2s. p er do z., I’° 5’CJ  c»'“ 
in la rg e r  quantities). F o r p articu lars send stand

Important Caution- ¿ev1 ette

rh iw R.E n{ 1,selu,ss imitations substituted gcii^V'
chemists, the words “  Rendell & Co,” and “ /• » : , ,>  1’" 
being speciously and plausibly introduced to deceive ^

Look f o r  A utog-rapii R eg istered  Tra®*

‘82’V
AS6 r

In R ed  I n k  o n  e a c h  b o x , without which •
vers? L 

.
4s. txl., and 5s. 3d. D r . 1’a ltre y  “ 1 
pound, is. 2d. D r. A llb u tt’s y  
p rices post free.

e L1
H ig g in so n ’s  S yr in g e , w ith V e rtica l and Revers

4s. 6d., an d  5s. 3d. j>r. P a lfrCy\s Pow der, is- '  s. 
pound, IS. 2d. D r. A llb u tt’s Quinine Powders, -

B E E R 'HERB
T h e  best is m ade fro”1

THWAITES’ 6d. PACKET OF gen“1in“
'll

O ne P a c k e t will m ake 8 ga llon s 0^/?tainPs' 
D irection s w ith each  p a ck et. B y  post s  ̂ pO ^ ’: 6 1

G. THWAITES, Herbalist, 2 Church- 
on-Tees.

Agents Wanted.

/
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togersoll’s New Lecture.

th e  d e v i l
Price 6d. post free.

ie^ L ! v mJrcd Pag es brilliant and stim ulating w ritin g .”—

London ;
Wspapcr.

■ R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Now Ready. 48 Pages. Price 6d.

^ s o i l ’s Grand New Lecture
ON

¿UPERSTITION,
M uttraclingimmense audiences in America.

J''— ^°u^on : R , F order, 28 Ston ecutter-street, E .C .

L o w ers OF FREETHOUGHT
BY

G. W. Foote.

xComTents Second Series (cloth), 2s. 6d
Cr F
of> * -

-Luscieessor g “ scions P ie ty — T h e  Jew ish S ab bath — G o d ’s D ay 
(¡^Brarii,0 lS, 0,1 Im m ortality— Paul B ert— C on vertin g  a

..Mel,.,;1̂ , s G host— C hrist and B rotherhood— T h e Sons
r 1erilit'i Lruei g12edek— S ’w ’elp me G od — Infidel H om es— A re  
b ŝt, s— " Tt ^ re Heists W ic k e d ? — Rain D octo rs— rio u s 

'ltl Char:.lus saith the Lord ”— B elieve or be D am ned—  
L l ° nAlheis^ R eligion  and M oney— C lotted  B osh— Lord 
4he u rism anj nf7rC.hrjstianity  and S la v ery — C hrist U p to D ate

, ° ik i.rai.se 0r ..C h n stian ity— A lta r  and T hron e— M artin Luther 
'e'r H ar,r° y — A  L ost Soul— H appy in H ell— T h e A c t o f 

L i t  "Mrs. Rle 0,1 C h rist— B lessed be y e  P oor— C onverted 
L stia°n he;itl,°0tL s G h ost— T a lm a g e  on the Bible— Mrs.
, \ J H ty  aim T .'.uul A fte r— T h e  P oets and Liberal T h e o lo g y —  

Hmoni- .u ^ T — D uellin g— An E a ste r E g g  for Christians 
i L ' - t v  Christ U , '’cad  M en— Sm irchin g a  H ero— K it M arlow e 
t l(4 ,n I(1 u_ Jehovah the R ipper— T h e P arson ’s L ivin g  

tV ,ui.gb B a c k s lid e ?  —  F rederic  H arrison on 
t W T h e (F Rible !— F o rg iv e  and F o rg e t— T h e S ta r  o f 

r 0bism_ Te<t̂  G host— A theism  and the French Revolu- 
°r Eun,.„Lesul  at the D e rb y — A th eist M urderers— A

L°,1 ( V  Uc ls R o se-W ater R eligion.

-__' border, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

°rks by Colonel R. G. Ingersoll.
OnkTAKEs

>
Jl>e
L O  coinniet° F M o s e s . 
S o , ' 1 ’ Æ te, c dition in 
N l .  fa r« e . a s  Co- 

t l L h c l '32 Pp ,natl" 8  as
V L oth , I s-;
A > T ' is-6d:: sui,eHor 
f  rive t,°E F 
S ^ o ..... fnr °urs' oREEtHOUGHT. 

°f f' H. Ceech a t the

6d.r ’6 gL Vre

L v 0l-V h 6 j 
a B;V To (- IdLe . g .

< ■  L >nn‘
A Reply 

4d.P y
Gri.miNalS-

¿ S S ÿ .  3i
r.f-Sf 2d. Br To T 1In, , , >Gtt «■ b  • 1 UOMAS

V , p ,

H'l’MAN.

3d-

'»Hi

And  J e s u s  

2 d .

Oil
: K. f

Sui’ERSTITION. 6d.
Is  S uicide a S in ? 2d.
Last W ords on S uicide. 2d. 
God and tiie State. 2d. 
W hy am I an Agnostic? 

P art I. 2d.
W hy am I an Agnostic ? 

P a rt II. 2d.
F aitii and Fact. Reply to 

D r. Field. 2d.
God and Man. Second reply 

to D r. Field. 2d. 
i T he D ying C reed. 2d.

T he L imits of Toleration. 
A  D iscussion  w ith the Hon. 
F. D . C ou dert and G ov. S. L. 
W oodford. 2d.

Household of Faith. 2d. 
A rt and Morality. 2d.
Do I Blaspheme ? 2d.
T he C lergy and Common 

Sense. 2d.
Social Salvation. 2d. 
Marriage and D ivorce. 2d. 
S kulls. 2d.
T he G reat Mistake, id. 
L ive T opics, id.
Myth and M iracle, id. 
R eal Blasphemy, id. 
R epairing the Idols, id. 
C hrist and Miracles, id. 
C reeds and S pirituality, id.

° RüEr> 28 Stonecutter-street, F.C.

F re e th o u g h t W orks.
Reminiscences of Charles Bradlaugh. B y  g . w  F oo t- 

W ritten directly  a fter B rad lau gh ’s  death, and containing 
personal anecdotes and characteristics not to be found else 
w here. N e cessa ry  to those who w ant to kn ow  the real 
B radlaugh.

The Shadow O f  the Sword. A  M oral and Statistical E ssa y  on 
W ar. B y  G . W . F oote. C hristian papers have called it 
“  pow erful ” and “ m asterly .” 2d

Bible Romances. B y  G . W . Foote. N ew  Edition, revised and 
la rg e ly  re-written. (1) T h e  C reation  Story, 2d. ; (2) E v e  and 
the A pple, id . ; (3) Cain and A bel, id . ; (4) N o ah ’s Flood, 2d. • 
(5) The T o w e r o f  Babel, id . ; (6) L o t’s W ife, id . : (7) T h e T en 
P la gu es, id . ; (8) T h e  W an derin g Jew s, id . ; (9) B alaam ’s A ss. 
id . ; (10) G od in a  B ox, id . ; ( n )  Jonah and the W hale, id . • 
(12) Bible 4 -fimals, id . ; (13) A  V irgin  M other, 2 d .; (14) T h e  
R esurrection, 2d. ; (15) T h e  Crucifixion, id . ; (16) St. John’s 
N ightm are, id .

Royal Paupers. S how in g w h at R o y alty  does for the People, 
and w h at the People do for R o yalty . B y  G . W . F oote. 2d. ' 

Open Letters to Jesus Christ. B y  g . w . Foote. R a cy  as 
w ell a s  A rgum entative. Som ething Unique. 4d.

Philosophy of Secularism. B y G . W . Foote. 3d.
The Bible God. A  S cath in g  Criticism . B y G . W . F oote. 2d. 
Pagan Mythology; or, the Wisdom of the Ancients. B y 

Lord Bacon, is.
Church of England Catechism Examined. A  M asterly 

W ork, which narrow ly escaped prosecution. B y Jerem y 
Bentham . is .

Utilitarianism. B y  Jerem y Bentham . 3d.
Free Will and Necessity. B y  Anthony Collins. Reprinted 

from 1715 edition, with B iograp h y o f  Collins by  J. M. W heeler, 
and P reface  and Annotations by G . W . Foote. H u xley  says 
that “ Collins w rites with wonderful pow er and closeness o f 
reaso n in g.” is . ; superior edition, on superfine paper, cloth, 2s. 

The Code O f  Nature. B y D iderot and D ’H olbacb. 2d.
The Essence O f  Religion. G od the Im age o f  Man, M an’s 

D ependence upon N ature the L ast and O nly Source o f  R eligion. 
B y L u d w ig  Feuerbach. “  N o one has dem onstrated and 
explained the purely human origin o f  the idea o f  G od better 
than L u dw ig F eu erb ach .”— Buchner, is.

Crimes Of Christianity. B y G . W . F oote and J. M. W heeler. 
H undreds o f  e x a ct references to Standard Authors. An un­
answ erable  Indictm ent o f Christianity. V ol. I., cloth g ilt, 
216 pp., 2s. 6d.

The Jewish Life O f  Christ. B ein g the Scpher Toldoth Jeshu, or 
B ook o f the G eneration o f  Jesus. Edited, w ith an H istorical 
P reface  and Volum inous N otes, by  G . W . F oote and J. M. 
W heeler. 6d. ; superior edition, superfine paper, cloth, is.

The Mortality Of the Soul. B y D avid  Plume. N ot included 
in ordinary editions o f  H um e’s Essays. 2d.

Liberty and Necessity. B y D avid  Hume. 4d.
Essays in Rationalism. B y C harles R obert N ew m an, the 

A th eist brother o f the late C ardin al N ew m an. W ith a  P reface  
by G . J. H olyoake, and B iograp h y by J. M. W heeler, is . 6d.

The Rights Of Man. B y T hom as Paine. W ith a  Political B io­
grap h y by J. M. W heeler, is . ; cloth edition, 2s.

Satires and Profanities. B y Jam es Thom son (B.V.). “ As 
clever as they are often profane ." — Christian World, is .

A Refutation Of Deism. B y Shelley. R eally  a  D efence o f  
A theism . 4d.

Miscellaneous Theological Works. B y T hom as Paine. A ll 
his w ritings on R eligion  excep t the A ge o f  Reason, is .

Theism or Atheism. Public D ebate betw een G . W . Foote and 
the R ev. W . T . Lee. Verbatim  R eport, revised by both D is­
putants. W ell printed and neatly bound, is.

Bible and Beer. B y G . W . Foote. S how in g the A bsurdity o f 
basin g T eetotalism  on the Christian Scriptures. Careful, 
thorough, and accurate. Freethinkers should keep  this pam- 
nlilet bv them. -td.

1896,
M ilitant.” 3d- , , r „  „

The Foundations Of Faith. B y  Colonel Ingersoll. Contents : 
T h e  Old T estam ent— T h e N ew  T estam ent— Jehovah— T h e 
T rin ity— T h e T h eo lo g ica l C hrist— T h e  “ Schem e B elie f

" t y . ,
Conclusion. 3d.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

MON-POiSONOUS PAINTS.
R esist all A tm ospheric Influences. Sam ples F ree. J. G reev z  
Fisher, 78 C h ap el A llerton , Leeds ; or S. R. Thom pson, 25 C h als- 
w orth-avenue, W alton , L i v e r p o o l . _______________ _

rN T A N T O N , the P eo p le ’s D entist, 335 Strand (opposite Som erset 
H ouse).— T E E T H  on V U L C A N IT E , 2s. 6d. each ; upper or 

V  f  1 Rost O uality, 4s. e a c h ; upper or low er, £,2,
Com pleted \n fo u rh o u v R v h c n  re q u ire d ; repairing or alterations 
• S o u r s  I f  you pay more than the above, th ey are  fancy 
charges. T e e th  on piatfnum, 7 -  6d , each ; on ,8 ct. go ld , i Ss. ; 

topping, 2S. 6d. ; extraction , i s. ; painless by g a s ,^ s .

p c  B E R R Y  the Mount, 86 Central-drive and Read's-road, 
* B lackp oo l.— Public and P rivate  A partm ents. G ood accom ­

modation. M oderate terms.
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THE JULY NO. OF

THE LITERARY GUIDE
A N D  R A T IO N A L IS T  R E V IE W  

(Now R eady , P rice 2d., by  P ost 3d.)

Contains, in addition to many important articles, 
a 4 pp. Supplement consisting of a summary of 
the recently-published

Life of Richard Carlile.
It is a graphic story of the struggle for a free 
press, and should be read by every admirer of 
that indomitable and fearless Freethinker.

London : W atts &  C o ., 17 Johnson’s-court, F leet-street, E .C .

N o w  R ead y.

Christianity and Agnosticism.
A Correspondence between

A CLERGYMAN OF THE CHURCH IN SCOTLAND
AND

GEORGE ANDERSON, Agnostic, London.

T h is  C orresp o n d en ce w a s not intended for publication, and is all 
the m ore in terestin g  on that accou n t. It arose  out o f  an ap p lica­
tion b y  the clergym a n  to M r. A nderson for a  subscription tow ards 
im proving his church.

Price Sixpence.
London : W a tts  &  C o ., 17 Johnson’s-court, E .C . ; R . F ord er, 28 

Ston ecu tter-street, E .C .

Now Ready, stout paper covers, is.; cloth, 2s.

THE

B O O K  O F  G O D
In the Light of the Higher Criticise

With Special Reference to D e a n  F a r r a r ’ s  New Ap0̂

B y  G. W . F O O T E .

Contents:— Introduction—The Bible Canon—The
The Bible and tScience Miracles and Witchcraft

"  ' ;tnd Social I
The Bible an«

Churchof England—An Oriental Book— Fictitious SupreI1’

thought— Morals and Manners— Political and Social 1 r°r 
— Inspiration—The Testimony of Jesus—The Bible an £̂y

Youh*'?
lOSf“ I have read with g r e a t  p leasure you r Hook o j God. >s p, 

show n w ith p erfect c learn ess the absu rd ity  o f  Dean 
tion. I con gratu late  you on you r book. It will do .KrCj-orcc 
becau se it is filled with the best o f  sense exp ressed  with 
b e a u ty .”— Col. K . G. Ingersoll.

“ A  volum e w c stro n g ly  recom m end....... O u g h t t o t e } 0
o f  e ve ry  earnest and sincere in quirer.”— R eynolds’s  AT1 ”

“ M r. F oo te  ta k es the D ean ’s eloquence to pieces , 
the fragm ents to pow der. H is sty le, a s  a  whole, 's L V) 
by a  m asculine honesty and c lea rn e ss .” — E th ica l Wort • ^

" A  sty le  a t once incisive, lo g ica l, and vivacious.^.^,pi
an alysis and som etim es cuttin g sa rca sm ....... M ore inter
m ost n ovels .”— Literary Guide.

F C
London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street,

A SPLENDID PARCEL.
Clearing Out ! Rem ainder of W inter

ETC.

1 Pair Pure Wool Blankets. 
1 Pair Large Bed Sheets,
1 Beautiful Quilt.
1 Lady’s Umbrella.
1 Pair Lace Curtains.
1 lb. of Free Clothing Tea.
1 White Apron.
1 Flowered Cushion Square.

Carriage
Paid.

No One Need Starve. No One Need be out of
GOTT’S FREE CLOTHING TEA sells like penny cakes, gives 

to every one, and Procures CLOTHING free of cost.

Sold only as an Advertisement. Agents Wanted Every"
I #

J. W. G O TT, 2 & 4 Union Street, Bradford

Printed and Published by G . W . FOOTE, 28 S ton ecu tter-street, London, E .C .


