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What is Religion ?

1 chiKr(( p"Yefed by Colonel R. G. Ingersoll before the
*isa e"S>ous Association at Boston, June 2, 1899.]
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world, how can we account for cyclones, earthquakes,
pestilence, and famine?

How can we account for cancers, for microbes, for
diphtheria, and the thousand diseases that prey on
infancy ?

How can we account for the wild beasts that devour
human beings, for the fanged serpents whose bite is
death ?

How can we account for a world where life feeds on
life?

Were beak and claw, tooth and fang, invented and
produced by infinite mercy ?

Did infinite goodness fashion the wings of the eagles
so that their fleeing prey could be overtaken ?

Did infinite goodness create the beasts of prey with
the intention that they should devour the Weak and
helpless ?

Did infinite goodness create the countless worthless
living things that breed within and feed upon the flesh
of higher forms ?

Did infinite wisdom intentionally produce the micro-
scopic beasts that feed upon the optic nerve ?

Think of blinding a man to satisfy the appetite of a
microbe !

Think of life feeding on life ! Think of the victims !
Think of the Niagara of blood pouring over the precipice
of cruelty !

In view of these facts, what, after all, is religion ?

It is fear.

Fear builds the altar and offers the sacrifice.

Fear erects the cathedral and bows the head of mail
in worship.

Fear bends the knees and utters the prayer.

Fear pretends to love.

Religion teaches the slave virtues— obedience,humility,
self-denial, forgiveness, non-resistance.

Lips, religious and fearful, tremblingly repeat this
passage: “ Though he slay me, yet will | trust him.”
This is the abyss of degradation.

Religion does not teach self-reliance, independence,
manliness, courage, self-defence. Religion makes God
a master and man his serf. The master cannot be great
enough to make slavery sweet.

If this God exists, how do we know that he is good ?
How can we prove that he is merciful—that he cares
for the children of men? If this God exists, he has on
many occasions seen millions of his poor children
ploughing the fields, sowing and planting the grain ;
and when he saw them he knew that they depended on
the expected crop for life ; and yet this good God, this
merciful being, withheld the rain. He caused the sun
to rise, to steal all moisture from the land, but gave no
rain. He saw the seeds that man had planted wither
and perish, but he sent no rain. He saw the people
look with sad eyes upon the barren earth, and he sent
no rain. He saw them slowly devour the little that they
had, and saw them when the days of hunger came, saw
them slowly waste away, saw their hungry, sunken eyes,
heard their prayers, saw them devour the miserable
animals that they had, saw fathers and mothers insane
with hunger kill and eat their shrivelled babes, and yet
the heaven above them was as brass and the earth
beneath as iron, and he sent no rain. Can we say that
in the heart of this God there blossomed the flower of
pity ? Can we say that he cared for the children of
men ? Can we say that his mercy endureth for ever ?

Do we prove that this God is good because he sends
the cycloVie that wrecks villages and covers the fields
with the mangled bodies of fathers, mothers, and babes .
Do we prove his goodness by showing that he has
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opened the earth and swallowed thousands of his help-
less children, or that with the volcanoes he has over-
whelmed them with rivers of fire? Can we infer the
goodness of God from the facts that we know ?

If these calamities did not happen, would we suspect
that God cared nothing for human beings ? If there
were no famine, no pestilence, no cyclone, no earth-
guake, would we think that God is not good ?

According” to the theologians, God did not make all
men alike. He made races differing in intelligence,
stature, and color. Was there goodness, was there
wisdom in this?

( To be continued.)

Nature and God.

Through Nature to God. By John Fiske.

(London : Macmillan
& Co))
1.

( Concludedfrom page 418.)

W e put it to Mr. Fiske that the God whose method of
evolution is “ the pitiless destruction of all individuals
that fall short of a certain degree of fitness ” is himself
the creator of the unfit who are thus mercilessly elimi-
nated. Is he to receive credit for the fit and no discredit
for the unfit? Why did God create the unfit at all ?
That he could have done otherwise is proved by the fact
that he created the fit. Even if a certain amount of trial
is necessary to the higher development of character,
might not God have started the process at a point
where the clumsy and brutal method of famine and
slaughter was no longer needed? The author of Evil
and Evolution perceives the force of this question. Ac-
cordingly he argues that all maladjustments— and it is
upon these that natural selection operates— arc caused
in some mysterious way by Satan. Mr. Fiske, however,
contends that the divine method is not clumsy and brutal.
But there is a singular looseness in his logic ; for, in-
stead of attempting to vindicate the method, he expatiates
upon the high value of certain of its results; as though
the rule of doing evil that good may come, which is con-
demned in human morality, becomes not only permis-
sible but glorious in the ethics of divinity.

Mr. Fiske’s argument is as follows. There came a
time in the history of the evolution of life when natural
selection operated through “ psychical variations, to the
comparative neglect of physical variations,” and this
was “the opening of a new and greater act in the drama
of creation.” Man then decisively appeared, and thence-
forth there was to be very little alteration in his bodily
structure, but endless alteration in his brain— or, as Mr.
Fiske and other Theists prefer to say, in his intelligence
and character. Now the central fact in the genesis of a
real Humanity is “the increased duration of human
infancy.” This led to a real Maternity, and that to a
real Paternity ; and these are the great germ-causes of
all morality and civilisation. On the whole, therefore,
Mr. Fiske feels entitled to say that the ultimate goal of
the world-process is “the perfecting of human character.”
God is slowly, but surely, bringing man into his own
divine likeness. He did not make him so straight away,
as the book of Genesis declares, but has been engaged
in the operation for myriads of years, and is still very
far from having brought it to completion.

Now we venture to think that such a reading of the
“ cosmical purpose” could only be prompted by human
vanity. It reminds us of La Fontaine’s fable of the lion
and the picture. The painter had drawn a battle between
a lion and a man, in which the king of the forest was
ignominiously defeated ; but a lion who walked in and
had a look at the picture said it was very fine, but the
catastrophe would have been different it lions could
paint.

Mr. Fiske admits that “ nine-tenths of our planet’s
life-history had passed away without achieving any
higher™ result” than the “ horrible brutes” of the
Jurassic period —

Drag-ons of the prime,

That tare each other in their slime.
But the “mills of God grind slowly,” and who shall
hurry the master of eternity? He will come out all
right at the finish, and Mr. Fiske already catches the
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most reassuring glimpses of his ultimate triump ™ t:
was it not Huxley who said that at this r?gyo”™
earth is cooling down, the perfected manis ¥ -

a perfected Esquimaux ? n

We quite agree with Mr. Fiske as to

importance of the prolonged infancy °f_ j tol'
species. But what is it owing to? Nm™ o/
growth of human intelligence ; in other 'v° ’kp:
increased complexity of the human brain.
almost be described as the social result 0 ~ p
This does not mean that a very intellecth
necessarily very moral. It means that into jjnt-
the conditions in which morality developes-. ,djffc
long run Socrates was profoundly right m»

that wisdom and virtue are identical- &mt
identical in this sense, that virtue is jlO ™ gdl
wisdom. The primary thing, therefore, IS . d"1

of intellect—that is to say, the developil ~ili

brain ; and this is a perfectly mechanic» i-
natural selection. There is a moral ele juiP
result, but there is none in the process- K"
selection operates through life and de? ' - “
out the unfit- those who cannot go e, @]
it goes on Killing out tne unni evu- ©Bdid” a

is doubly and trebly veiled ; for sexual se ™ j#'
social election, are after all but forms t&
selection ; and it makes no real djffeo™. )ate;iff-
unfit individual is kept alive, if lie is ell eapn?7
the race by the difficulty of begetting °r” Jitf3
spring. The great essential fact is, tha ,
loaded against him in the game of existenc” is Jj.
From the ethical pointof view, prog
race. There are many starters, and a * .e
goal, one taking the first prize, another/\
another the third, and the rest gaining an te
mention. Mr. Fiske ignores all who droh ec ~
dead or dying ; He bids us look at thege '+ wp <
winning-post ; and then he points to the one FD’\ n
the first prize, exclaiming: “ Lo, we shall * ~
him in time. . 3
There is level after level of coarse life A%Thgg
famine, war, and all manner of miseP h U the
diminish they become more refined, jer s§jK
ing continues, though in forms of g , yr. *
Finally, the perfected man—the P . dnnis to ¥}t
appears at the top, holding up his a 1
and thanking God for the glory of the
terrible’pyramid. ythE B
Juggle as he may, the Theist cannotJustifyit
of God to men. And he knows it.

ha ;dre-idvV$° the she,ter of “ mystery.

creation. * j.pO,ntc”™ out>the mystery Is t,
theory and th* Vmply tlle contradiction b ,, .
mystery! the facts- To the Atheist i f

“Theres o o LR

il j
Evil and good are how things affec |n,%,

as the proverb says, one man’s me» “eet”™ R
poison. A mild Hindu may go out an jii7
tiger, and the survival of the fittest, 1l n
mean that the tiger goes home with 7
him. And perhaps the repleted tiger™yge| in tfile

a full and highly-relished meal, [T]
way some stirrings of that sense ot t
the religionist so often experiences, c' e|se’s

adwintage bitdviifeotly Uagives se JICKI"-Ouilt* g

or plainly stands out against the backg %

else’s ruin. , iein tg g~
After all, Mr. Fiske leaves the “ e0ioS™ gp'V

where he found it. The orthodox c\eaycdZ\ i

that the “ mystery of pain” will w is ji,

sweet by-and-byc. When his tio- ug(é}ﬂ
w have gtill to wait fer is veri - ,,ma\‘}
precisely the same in Mr. Fiske’s c'lI”r litflf. m

on the future tense. In “ the fulness prOvi~cJefyi.
own time,” Evolution will vindicate
“triumphant chorus of Humanity In*n §/jth ' jjenl".
—which we take to be on a logical ?vGssioii $fipl?.
of the clergyman who terminatedaJ ,, get'fAy j
waxing too dangerous by exclairning>.ste[ic® yjc* jji
Mr. Fiske’s arguments about tuc '
about Immortality are not likely 11 \ViS .
anyone who is not already a believe « .j atl
that the human “ soul ”— nothing ~ef, "
of animals—is not an aspect of 1°

jif
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‘«iggh,".asser(:s that there is “ no such equivalence
N &1 39Ca ®drees and the phenomena of conscious-
1jtad f ~  ky the Materialist. He declares that
17elta f are outside “ the closed circuit of
Syber Ormations.” At the same time he allows,
xhtif  lat thought and feeling could not continue
| Physical segment of the circuit were taken

taxte i *Sreally a" that the philosophical Mate-
Pegrte S7ori Mr. Fiske presumes too much on
~ini~orance. While rebuking the Materialist
&ad? fba": matter and mind are not separate
/'Paitv the Materialist consider their abso-

VBu“a " ac confesses that in the luminiferous ether
I anfti-10nN2 rnaterial existence quite different
?i:kd,” *hat had formerly been known or

>riblite  , this mode of matter,” he says, “ we

'Stas sLhted which all previous experience had
- Oregard ¢ contradictory and incompatible.”
l@homdsee the peril of arguing that the

7ed’> and. _mind cannot be similarly
vih fale radlcal |dent|ty

Wﬁﬂaﬁdﬁmé Beity 88 Personality,” Mr. Fiske
Wedinot conceive of personality except as

plare ;r Ki'wiledge, infinite intelligence, infinite

de s, eahsable phrases. “ Such difficulties,”

i X X fe @&e insurmountable, *° Nevertheless,
hil cent2tthe  hyman element ” must be retained
I j God,or Theism “instantly vanishes.”
is g0,as, fr°m the outset chiefly interested

| mi'n' . ihis is perfectly true. Man has
V /N Lfashi 3 ultercsted in himself. All his gods
Wnh< n °ndin his own image. He has made
if it «1. ness ! male and female created he
~dinorphif Idle. for Mr. Fiske to hope that this
W temesSPm rvVh chasten down to the point at
't Injes . mankind will Worship the God of
vg@as %t&n; ............ " for

Ws f'ac “ three essential elements of
Nief sh beHf »
Jrian Uns?Il J™eity, as quasi-human; secondly,

|n which human beings con-

° Nist n| EﬂWgér‘![ nhic &

thirdly, recognition of the

Sv‘nﬁéwﬁsﬁ? llu,?an life as related in a special and
t0 thc Unseen World.”

i~“r-~alog-y say ~at the all-important thing in
,"lelif’rs outnf’ at 'cast to nine hundred and ninety-
V1 .I\/bn CVe7 thousand, is the doctrine of a
B¢ 'sthipp Orsh'Ps gods for selfish reasons.  All
ui o‘ [0 L& °f bis own prospects. And when
\n a future life, all the other ques-
down to mere points of
BHKs Aever really more fhan the
antee of man’s immortality.
P 0 elf'ncs BYHERE of man's immortality® Mr.
futurdddmitted that his own belief in the
¢ S Avas but a supreme act of faith in
San Ori,God- Now he formulates what he
Ifsta,,, 8'nal argument in favor of the belief
°n grounds of emotion. Starting
*ev°‘ution always Works through

«

h’\ethltals{ﬂl" lle pleads that the Human Soul
S S always been reaching forth to
1 tself NOt jn the realm of fleeting

V ~ b e e * Eternal Presence beyond.” An
Jerér, r&@u \V,,.,K°'ng on in man in correspondence
W S S m And it is asked by Mr. Fiske
NChati“u-ex'’Kf Jective term is real and the objec-
e tont-  Po amswe? this BuBStion 1A
°n.” @.lIs tcIfly in the face of the “ whole
think 1 -f'ske’s rather proud of this
eUaodificM11Sor'ff'nal* But is itanything

W ysp ZrCtloa of the old argument that

“Mtto rreof.sto an objective end, and that
S A

»

. N T must be held by analogy
1 k71 MrMp- L tfe great hereafter 2 Anyhow,
: Uot 'Ske w'th the admission that his
O In demOnA retPnd to meet the requirements

i'V % first oy We should think n?t
J.t) u; sfi°nabln S cience is
It -Uv,dUe without the possibility of
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Y:Uat Ulan |? 1B8 pecond Blaee; itlis provable
as adjusted BSmephf, millennium
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after millennium, to "gross intellectual blunders and
monstrous superstitions. A psychological type is thus
bred, and may be almost indefinitely perpetuated, if the
opposite type is only crushed out in every generation,
and if the prevalent type is not inconsistent with
the continuance of the species. That is to say, man
can go on doing himself all sorts of injury— mental
and moral as well as physical—as long as he does not
carry it to the length of self-destruction. We see
this in individuals, we see it in nations, and we see
it in history. Mr. Fiske’'s argument amounts to this,
therefore, that man must be wise if he does not perish
of his folly. And just as he “ proves ” the probability
of a future life, he might “ prove ” the reality of witch-
craft or any other superstition which has been long-lived
and almost universal.

It appears to us that the whole question lies in a nut-
shell. Is the Theism of Mr. Fiske, and others who try
to press evolution into the service of religion, a develop-
ment or a retrocession ? Is its God an essence or a-
residuum ? For our part, we should say that this deity
iswhat is left when all the definite gods of the Pantheon
are broken to pieces and ground to powder ; namely,
the abstract form and the general designation. A bubble
is blown with real soapsuds, but it grows ever thinner
and more transparent, and is perhaps most beautiful
when it is at the very point of breaking. But the beauty
does not save it. It breaks and disappears.

We read in Homer of the patient wife of Ulysses, who-
baffled her suitors during his long wanderings in strange
lands, by weaving a garment all day and ravelling it at
night. When it was finished she was to admit that the
wanderer was dead, and choose one of her suitors for
her second husband. But the garment was never
finished, and the devoted wife kept on spinning till
the man of her heart returned. She must, however,
have had the idea of that unfinished garment impressed
almost indelibly upon her brain. And is it wonderful
that man is in this respect like Penelope ? Through
countless ages he has been making gods and destroy-
ing them. He is now the victim of his past creative
energy, and is haunted by his own conception. The
idea of God is branded into him, but will it not vanish
in the course of time, since he no longer makes new
gods, but merely worships the old ones inherited from
his ancestors? G. W. Foote.

Protestant Egotism.

Christianity IS presented to the world as a religion
of love, and yet amongst its principal exponents
a feeling very much akin to hatred is frequently
supreme when they come in contact with those who
fail to agree with them in their theological opinions.
Jesus is reported to have said : “ By this shall all men
know that ye are my disciples, if ye love one another.”
If the manifestation of affection towards each other is
to be taken as evidence of discipleship, then it is clear,
according to the history of thc Christian faith, that
Christ has had very few genuine disciples. For, from
the very inception of the Christian religion, its leading
advocates have shown, to put it mildly, a marked lack
of love not only towards those who rejected their
opinions, but also towards those who shared their faith.
Even the New Testament records that contentions, lying,
and indignation were indulged in by the early followers
of Christ. Those of our readers who have studied the
history of Christianity will know how the same course
of conduct has been followed during thc various stages
of its development.

Of course Protestants will agree with us in attributing
to the Roman Catholic Church all the vices it is possible
to conceive, but they are egotistical enough to allege
that similar vices cannot be urged against them. In
this they are mistaken, for, while not attempting to
palliate the crimes of Roman Catholicism, we are not
oblivious of thc fact that Protestants have been guilty
of treating not only heretics, but those of their own
faith, with the severest cruelty and injustice. Love and
harmony have too often been conspicuously absent in
their dealings with their co-religionists. Even the
lorthodox Dr. Dick, in his Philosophy of Religion,
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deplores the “ many boisterous and malignant dis-
putes which have taken place between Calvinists and
Arminians, Episcopalians, Presbyterians, Independents,
and Methodists, respecting the speculative points in
which they disagree.” And he adds: “There is a
prevailing disposition in one religious party to speak
evil of another; and it appears, in many instances, to
afford a degree of satisfaction when one party can lay
hold of the inadvertencies of another denomination, or
even of the imprudence of a single individual, in order
to asperse the character of the whole body, and to hold
it up to general contempt. Even among Christians
belonging to the same religious society, how often do
we behold a display of bitter envyings, contentious dis-
positions, and malignant passions ” (p. 367).

Surely Christ’s love-test of discipleship is not visible
in the instances he referred to, any more than it is in
numerous other cases which we have not space here to
go into at any length. Both Luther and Calvin indicated
their hatred to their Roman Catholic brethren in a most
unmistakable manner. The latter prayed to God that
“ the bloodthirsty Catholics may be sent down to hell
and there burn for ever.” No one would, we presume,
be foolish enough to regard the Protestant Star Chamber
as a monument of love ; any more than the conduct of
the English Independents towards the Quakers in
America; the prosecutions carried on by the reformed
clergy in Scotland in 1646 ; the scenes in Barbadoes
and Demerara not many years since; the religious
persecutions in Switzerland ; and, subsequently, in
Dorsetshire in England. But, as Dr. Dick observes :
“We need not go back even to the distance of half a
century in order to find instances of religious intolerance
among Protestant communities and churches ; our own
times unhappily furnish too many examples of a bigoted,
intolerant, and persecuting spirit.” The brutal treat-
ment which Freethinkers have received from pious
Protestants during the lifetime of the present writer
fully bears out the indictment made by the Christian
writer above quoted. Thus, then, the spirit of persecu-
tion and hatred has been an active force both among
Catholics and Protestants. The manifestation of cruelty
and injustice has only been a question of degree. The
Freethinkers of to-day are hated by the more devout
orthodox Protestants, but fortunately the secular spirit
of the age compels them to keep their evil passion in
subjection. It is a fact beyond doubt that the egotis-
tical claim of Protestants, that they have more love for
their fellows than have the Roman Catholics, is utterly
fallacious. Given the power to exercise their fanatical
religious propensities, and they would still be stern
opponents of the exercise of that freedom of thought
which it is our pride and duty as Secularists to
defend.

But the egotism of Protestants is not confined to
conduct towards their fellow-men ; it extends to
the domain of their respective religious belief. They
denounce, in the strongest terms possible, the religion
of the Catholic Church, designating it as false, absurd,
and blasphemous. During the recent May meetings
in Exeter Hall, Archdeacon Taylor said * that Roman-
ism was debased Christianism.” It is not our intention
to attempt to defend either the Catholic or the Protestant
view of religion. From the standpoint of reason they
are both thoroughly absurd ; but, from a theological
standpoint, Catholicism appears to us to be the more
consistent.  Still, the Archdeacon should remember that
Catholics teach, in common with Protestants,that “ with-
out faith it is impossible to please God” (Hebrews iii. 6).
They find the Apostle exhorting them: “ Above all things,
taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to
quench the fiery darts of the wicked ” (Ephesians vi. 16).
I his faith is required, not simply in essential and funda-
mental doctrines, but in every doctrine of revelation.
Christ told his Apostles to “ Preach the Gospel,” adding,
“ He that believeth, and is baptised, shall be saved ; but
he that believeth not shall be damned ” (Mark xvi. 16).
Moreover, faith, we are told, isone. “ There is,” says the
Apostle, “ one Lord, one faith, one baptism” (Ephesians
iv. 5). Hence the Catholic Church assumes that there
can be but one system of religion. And that one they
possess, as taught by Christ, and guaranteed by him to
be kept pure when he promised his disciples to be with
them, even unto the end of the world. His disciples are
represented by the Church, which is supposed to be
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the legitimate successor of the Apostles, aw".
appointed by Christ to determine what is tru dIfiii
is heresy. Hence, when divisions arise, a s#&f®
doctrines are mooted, the Pope, acting aS etdie’
of the Apostles, and the legitimate rePre fiSd*
Christ, at once announces how certain Pa&>t® \ti:
be understood, and in what sense they
preted, which decision must be accepted» -
of everlasting misery. This authority 1dlld™
virtue of the promise of Christ, that he &
the Church until the end of the world, 1~ j d
error in interpretation on the part of «ie
Church is thought to be impossible. 71 nfigjm
the Church and of the Fathers, handed
time of the Apostles, together with thiCO(:gi
and his Apostles said which is not rchi°arV
gospels, assist materially the Catholic Gnu
at a correct conclusion on any point O othefta’
John (xxi. 25) says : “ There are also ma L »
which Jesus did, the which, if they s10™ itfi'y
every one, | suppose that even the Wvrijte) f:-
not contain the books which should
then, in the Acts, it is said that Chris > fat) 4
fixion, was among his disciples convers c* il
“ of the things pertaining to the Kt°& wellfjt
And as much of what was then faic’. tObE :
truths uttered on other occasions, is n°  refa>"
the New Testament, the Catholic Chur’\allylnpi
unwritten word for information on so
subjects.

Here we have the foundation uP°n
ings of the Catholic Church are baS sUﬁt%I"v
the doctrines of the real presence, 1 .

hich ~

penance, and purgatory may easily be * ﬂ>e
absurd from a reasonable standpoint, nd> j
be said with equal truth of many jeae>

Of this we have often given ample &1 ~ccor/jlIf

prepared to do so again if required. at i
Catholic Church, all doubts maybe a&fiU ﬁ
plexities avoided, all schism prevente ' jsidfls
by placing an implieit faith in the | j \idl
Church, and subduing individual th°ult co™

leads to heresy, and incurs the »fadTl jble
of eternal punishments. It is

united and caonsistent Church Qf”l f Nto
principles. Just as easy would it  rersO™ j3.
water, as to harmonise independencd
humiliating theology of the Bible. ve
Catholic Church, which undertakes . e chr|SiK
from thinking, and still remain withl

and you are on a mental sea of ¢ at
screw, rudder, sail, or anchor ; y°u Vjjoe

every wind of doctrine or wave ofprJ stv LflK
With all its egotism, Protestantism
inconsistencies. The first is a va ."libl jt,';
sects, each taking the same alleffoi K k ;;
a guide. The second is the ho"* j,s PAsSy
directed against anyone who aPPle jvel
ment to the interpretation of anXqth the™V.]y
number of passages in the Bible. nts, , oft
love of private judgment, Protes‘' ,LJn"
sistent, should welcome every 1 jtisteil ray”,
and encourage all honest inquiry-
no sooner does a man exhibit tl
gained through the adoption ot Prl ‘a,id [Lda¥ !
a discordant howl is set up of.heresy vOjds $
penance must follow if he wish ~ aa”™VJ
brium and ecclesiastical censure.
he disbelieves the popular theol”™ ckerX[L
forms seem absurd, its worship a %illll
reasonless and heartless, and tha jte $
self. Let him declare himselt thus» <
hypocrite is closed against him > pit)'
imbecile are throwm at B‘l
extended to him. hu rotestant p}cterpf/l
essential requisite of all theology. A
Bible as explained by its appOl nSiste'Lji,it) l[

efy

driven to what to them is the 11l \\P
judgment in order to repudiate e',L
Catholic Church ; and then, assU uteS

it denounces, defames and pevtims °[ fenP"
their conS|stency, become the vi ~~ bt tf

originated in fanaticism, and wh*c S
by delusion and fraud.
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Where were the Israelites?
kshpt i , "o 1
dissfOS, Vn 'n a former paper, the Bible gives
~Havin™p Exodus—viz., b.c. 1643 and b.c. 1497.
1 Jas N we are told, the Israelites spent
ss teVlinder'n& in the wilderness of Sinai; it
°re’ dlat wc have also two Biblical dates
_"|a~SBCnaice of that people into Canaan—viz., b.c.
v 1457- In each of these years, divided by
i\%&malnd a half, the Hebrews are represented
te’s 6, Jalestine under a great leader named
a viek.” otherwise Joshua, and during the
11 an SVen Years they are stated to have con-
Ntats .m,£reat part exterminated, the original
" Anally, to have portioned out the con-
Talist themselves. In Joshua xii. 7-24 is
56been ~Tty-one kings of Canaan who are said
? dMomj ated by the Israelites, whose territories
1 Mdug jC3an®n in the north to Mount Seir in the
~Nah 'm™ dle bill country....... the lowland
HewCVAd the slopes and the wilderness ”«—in
w .- liav - These kings are further
1 liess>Hivit °6en  Pittites, Amorites, Canaanites,
V Seehowel’ axd Jobusites. It will be interest-
p_ red u; , aese statements accord with what we
Qnp;,* bistory.
ij°numental inscriptions we learn that
tn°i." alostine and of a great part of Syria
1630 to 1200 B.C.
RteE L ypt Jrom 8RO certain.  We Tearn
ijgji yokun°P'e °~en attempted to throw off the
2ain 1o B3hHion 2° TR iU RS BE SR Bl
O gy great and powerful nation and
H Abetween Lebanon and the ~ ate ~

. .juries assisted the nations of Canaa
151, 'kyptian denomination. The Amorites

C IarSoFrbll'JrWta.inous districts Of Paiestine ; the

S xyjgiPaddanitesytlle lowlands amg the coagti
dis ek nnin"OB,¢c* Thothmes I. marched through
& rtllegn Syina, amd Affecthd tHe epwgoest
“\& biblical 1 th's bnie, according to the earlier
;Ke'kfness ,Cates>the Israelites were wandering
that theV~r’ therefore, it is not a matter of
aHlkny did not come in contact with the
ew nothing of what was taking place

Mhai

\ijt!
ly
iLPrPhis N 1 yiaterThothmes 111.,in the twenty-
revolt™n’ eatered Caanan with a large army
. Bs* Wb'cb bad been stirred up by the
AgN'tiQn f/Ptmn King, marching northward,
I il intp ~bcenicians, Amorites, and Hittites
fifc Miicu Vabey of Megiddo. A great battle
Hto'eat len<ruS obstinately contested on both
dA V'vav N, the confederate princes were
" pf~thmiesa”: a?7 battles and sieges followed,
V hg™NHces ,fained fourteen victories ; but all the
h ‘asted Cre not completely subjugated until
;i1V ieCrP?ubnteen y~rs. The question now
i thl° bbe +le lsraelites during this period?
C a”™ 'er Biblical date, they had exter-
X S t]. CSand occupied their cities. How
Am °thmes found only Hittites,
"rlh'tL ~reat'in°rites’ and these both great in
jiw  ehigyp,. nilght? Further, the cities cap-

11J0MBy  marvnL W@e scattered throughout the
;Naeen 0L them were in districts that are
‘«.iNli » Qdesh, tbe Israebtes- Among
hISsa”th”*hinneVmtr°m’ and Hazor, in the territory
,Vk5t,aiand g- uln tba* Zebulun ; Shunem,
vV' M, "egiclri within the portion allotted
N jJO> < t | O>Taanach, Ibleam, Ophrah, and
bafa’ SharnuP-led by Manasseh in Palestine

"0 ‘P B jeermi* ani™ Laiish, sifudted withim the
"Virithl Anmi and Gibeah, in the territory of
the di.,a- within that of Judah; and
v1GQtotkanaanitisinct allotted to Asher. All these
'‘Av,Nprli‘nmeth »Hbabitants. It is certain, then,
f,k \ '5 and G Sraelites had not entered Canaan
o g ~of 'n great part exterminated, the
nigBe.n r'e langs ascoeceeded ietheodook

'on warri” tbe case, where were these irre-

is th-urSJ only answer we have
cgiven by the editor of the Rock,
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who states (as previously quoted) that “ at this time it
can be shown that the Israelites were wandering in the
wilderness on their way from Egypt to Palestine  but
this apologist does not attempt to show what he says
“ can be shown,” and for the best of all reasons. How-
ever, not to press the question, we will pass to about a
century or so later, and give the Hebrew invaders
time to firmly establish themselves in the Canaanitish
cities.

From the tablets of Tell-el-Amarna (about 1500-1450
b.c.) we learn that Syria and Palestine, though in a some-
what unsettled state, were still subject to Egypt. Among
the dispatches is one from the king of Babylonia, in
which he tells the king of Egypt that in his father’s
reign the nations of Canaan applied to Babylon to
assist them in throwing off the Egypian yoke, but
were refused. In a letter from the king of Jerusalem
the writer informs the Egyptian monarch that he had
paid .the tribute exacted of him, and had not been speak-
ing treason, as his enemies had reported. He also says
that certain confederate princes (Khabiri) were stirring
up rebellion in the district between Jerusalem and the
Mediterranean, and that the Egyptian governor of Gaza
had taken no steps to suppress the lawlessness. Further,
among the cities mentioned in these tablets are Gezer,
Hazor, Jerusalem, Lachish, and Megiddo, which in the
book of Joshua are stated to have been captured by the
Israelites, but which were certainly not then in the pos-
session of that people. From these and other letters
and dispatches it becomes clearly evident that the
Hebrew tribes had not yet entered Palestine. The
guestion, therefore, again arises: Where was this nation
of mighty conquerors at this time? “ Oh,” say some of
our Bible reconcilers, “ the Hebrews were the Khabiri.
They had completed their forty years’ wanderings, and
were now about to commence the conquest of Canaan.”
Very well, we will pass on to about half a century later.

About 1400 b.c. the Egyptian monarch, Seti 1., over-
ran the whole of Palestine, and brought that country
again under Egyptian rule. This done, he concluded a
treaty of peace with Mautnur, the king of the Hittites,
the latter engaging not to molest the reconquered pro-
vinces, and not to encourage their people in rebellion
against Egypt. From these facts it is evident that the
Israelites had not yet taken possession of Canaan,
though, according to both Biblical dates, they had
exterminated the original inhabitants and resided in
their cities. It is, therefore, necessary again to ask:
Where were these Semitic exterminators ? To this ques-
tion there appears to be but one answer: they were
wandering in the wilderness. We will, therefore, pass
on to the son and successor of Seti—namely, Rameses
1., who reigned for sixty-seven years.

Upon the death of Seti nearly all the provinces of
Western Asia, including Palestine, revolted from the
authority of Egypt. To put down this rebellion
Rameses raised an immense army and came into
Canaan. After subjugating that country he crossed
the Lebanon and advanced against Kadesh, a strong-
hold of the Hittites on the River Orontcs. Here the
Egyptians fell into an ambush. The Hittites and
Amorites bore down upon them, and cut many to
pieces. Rameses was separated from the main body
of his army, and to rejoin it hewed his way almost
single-handed through the ranks of the enemy. The
battle lasted all day, leaving the result doubtful. Next
day it was renewed, and Rameses gained a great victory.
A long struggle ensued, which lasted for many years,
until at length the Egyptian king was glad to come to
terms with his Hittite antagonist. A treaty of peace
was concluded (about b.c. 1350) which was ratified by
the marriage of Rameses with the daughter of “ the
great king of the Hittites, Khita-sir, the powerful.” In
the Hittites the people inhabiting Canaan had a great
and potent ally, whom the Hebrews would have to van-
quish before they cpuld take possession of the land ;
they would also have to reckon with the king of Egypt
to whom Canaan was tributary—each a task utterly
beyond the power of a few tribes of shepherds. During
these wars an enormous number of captives was taken
and carried to Egypt, where they were probably set to
brick-making. Among the cities captured by Rameses
were Merom and Salem, and “ Tabor in the land of the
Amorites,” which, according to the Bible .accounts, were
occupied by the Israelites ; but that nation hiicj not as
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yet appeared. It, therefore, once more becomes neces-
sary to ask: Where were those alleged conquerors of
Canaan at this time ? The reply to this question must
be—they were wandering in the desert of Sinai. We
will, therefore, come to the next reign, that of Merenptah
l., son of the great Rameses.

In the days of this monarch a number of combined
nations, headed by the king of Libya, attempted the
invasion of Egypt, but were repelled by Merenptah,
who, after making about 9,000 prisoners, followed up
his victory by subjugating all the Syrian cities and
provinces that had cast off the Egyptian yoke, including
Yanuhand Pa-kanana, in the neighborhood of Tyre, and
Jezreel, a city of the Hebrew tribe of Ephraim. Once
more,- then, the question arises: Where were the
Israelites during this reign ? The answer, as given by
the majority of Christian apologists (including Professor
Rawlinson), is that they were wandering in the wilder-
ness. Accepting this statement— though the date is
more than a century later than either of the Biblical
dates of the Exodus—we will pass over three-quarters
of a century, and come down to the time of Rameses Il1.

In the reign of this king (about 1230-1200 b.c.) a
great confederacy of the kings of Western Asia and
the islands of the Mediterranean over-ran Syria and
Palestine, and pitched an immense camp in “ the land
of the Amorites.” After plundering the inhabitants of
Canaan right and left, they arrived at the frontiers of
Egypt, which they commenced to attack both by sea
and land. They were met by Rameses, who, by means
of an ambush, threw their hosts into confusion, and,
after immense slaughter, succeeded in driving their
broken armies from the field. Rameses also put to
flight the galleys that covered the sea on the Egyptian
coast. Following up his double victory, the Egyptian
king marched through Judea into Syria, and recon-
qguered, one after the other, all the revolted provinces.
This accomplished, he returned to Egypt with a large
number of prisoners, including 38 kings or chieftains.
Of the achievements of this Egyptian monarch Pro-
fessor Sayce says: “ Like Rameses Il., he also claims
the capture of ‘ the district of Jerusalem.” But his list
contains no reference to the name either of Judah or
any other Israelitish tribe.” The Lord’s chosen people
were unknown in Canaan ; they had not yet taken
possession of that country. This fact is proved both
by the absence of any mention of the Israelites in the
Egyptian inscriptions, and by the complete silence of
the Hebrew historical books respecting the Egyptian
kings and their invasions. Wars and oppressions in
connection with the Moabites, Midianites, Ammonites,
and Philistines are recorded, but not a word is said
about the country having been over-run by any of the
Egyptian monarchs. The Israelites could not have
dwelt in the land during the periods mentioned without
being harassed, pillaged, subjugated, and put to tribute
like the other inhabitants ; but, as just stated, there is
not a single word in the Jewish sacred writings con-
cerning this long Egyptian domination, though, accord-
ing to the dates given in the Bible, the Hebrew tribes
had, for two or three centuries, been occupiers of
Canaan. The question, therefore, once more claims
our attention : Where were the Israelites as late as
1200 b.c.? Is it necessary to seek far for an answer?
These bands of ruthless slaughterers of women and
children, and of babes and sucklings, were at this time
wandering in the wilderness between Sinai and the
south of Palestine.

There is a gap in Egyptian history of about two
hundred years (b.c. 1200-1000), concerning which very
little is known. As soon as our Christian apologists
and Bible reconcilers fully recognise the fact that none
of the reigns mentioned will serve them, they will doubt-
less cast to the winds the two Biblical dates for the
Exodus and the conquest of Canaan, and coolly fix
upon some portion of this unknown period for the
occurrence of those legendary events. This is one of
the usual Christian evidence methods. Meanwhile, the
Israelites ought to begin to tire of their 400 years’
wandering in the wilderness without getting any nearer
to the promised land, or to the people they were sent to
exterminate. Abracadabra,

Tlip mainspring of superstition is fear.—Spinoza.
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Christianity; or, Mendicity and

T he Christlike Christians of the Christiai
Believed in their belief, nor worked lorJL j
All faithful to the faith, their trades they jd-
The morrow scorned, and prayed for ®I"u(ii
They copied Christ; to labor gave tneinlM
They therefore lived on faith in God--3' sjirjt

These shiftless Christians hoped for jn , ¢ill.
By apeing Christ’s contempt for workai
They never planned a scheme that ever jed;

Nor died, unless they wished, nor even‘". c;
For Christ had said to all that should e
“Whate’er you ask in faith, you shall y
So those that wished had merely once .
To live exempt from sickness and , , Ofsifl' P
Like Christ, they strove, with simples

To cultivate unreason and mendicity-

The Christians of-the present Christies*
Believe but that which they believe w* 1iiid
The payment might be gold, or rank, j
Or minus-hell—whate’er they think 1 t.

j read>
We seek what most we like, orle astjed
The sage expects it now ; the fool, w
A witting sacrifice of aught forn o u g ;
Was never made, nor even can be ti  °cCthe'l
For what seems more, the saints ren
The sinners show an equal selfishnc
In selfish sacrifice we seek for bliss , . ,g.
Renouncing this for that, or that lof N
But, Christians all, in comfort or di
Are infidels to all that they profess ,
Their boasted creeds their ev'ry act
And all, in name of Truth, engendc n

The early Christians lacked the mean™|Jli sj.
To-day these means are fawnd by &> je U
Folk, then, were-foots efftigh to tust ~ 43
hoik, now, &re merely knaves eno K

The former wiithhered in a blind -WritcAalFiiio),
Content with ignorance and mere . cipe 1
The latter flourish through their S? ja)V’

ieS;

For self-deception, humbug, and nG bk
Acid Drops.
td

Two more Peculiar People have bee@de
on a charge of manslaughter. ~le"=snlu’ "j,teO’
Eleanor Norman, the former a potato s JauS  ftif>
are accused of causing the death Ol ,isSistal
aged five years, by withholding medic Gen M,

whereby she died. They will be tried 3 ng mo
Court. ~ Of course they declare that ¢c*jj o, pf .

aghainst their religious belief, but tin .gie‘{\ v/
when they stand before a Christian |.,]risti:Ilj,cf
England it is illegal to be a sincere MNoUrility
fession of Christianity is almost nec j
ol it is regarded as a sure sign of lunacy n

Mr. Foote’s open letter to Mr. Justl*Eculiar
Thomas George Senior, one of the i*.. In

months’ hard labor as a felon,

thirteen thousand copies printed t°r I'v . g are
but some of the two thousand IEl)enny c V|0
should be distributed by Freethinkers,

at Mr. Forder’s, 28 Stonecutter-street, - i\

The agitation against the Chﬂstian SCIML/LV
is spreading in America. Meeting iUash,[Lai'te-
York, Boston, Philadelphia, Chicag ".,o0Md S «

places, to protest against their being jng Ik jiiK™;
Opposition meetings, however, are jnd ‘Ljst*
tian Scientists, but they will proba tiia

suade the average Christian of to- <

Science have any sort of relationship- Kjv

The rumpus in Belgium, which has |ntend»3
street-fighting and barricades, 18 V&Y pte$e?wyi’ 1/ f
the following figures. Owing toJ , rese/erieflNyi
seats, 930, Clerical voters arc rep pYyVv;
while 980,000 Liberals, Socialists,JMVsent ~ pety/ji'l;
sented by only 40 Deputies, rnc r'geeg; .
memberyof v>\//hich iga Catholic, Cg@’gl,sé fisAvilh
aggravate this injustice by a D'l cjVnatnte' jJK#
has actually received the King's.sS. ¢banty if
that tlie leaders of the minority m .~ t|e
as they do the majority of voter@lunstSydh
tegt with the utmost vehemence
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f lf they did not stand up for their rights, they
unfit’o enjoy them
?n the Down Grade?” is the subject of letters
*C,Snrlers In the July number of the 1oungMan.
sees no sign of decadence, and knows no
1 *thin a northern race having decayed ” Mr. H. G.
lear is we have gone backward since the  sixties.
he says, “and far less violently vicious
'j Hian our fathers, possibly because we are more
|n/f mPre accustomed to the policeman ; we arc
i r ess honest and far less capable of generous
ilresipetsents.”  Dean Farrar ¢eplores the absence
“If,” he exclaims, " our age

y7« »C ar @ntless and far-sighted man I”
Por 1'l0 Dean himself! Mr. Albert
at too

Wa/& |0§|j@ ar{: suffering from the fact.

eﬁ}%% F§>Bbth in the press And in politics, are
11;55nd speakers, but they have Iost their faith

' ‘°rdR(1),r 511 Jesus Christ.” We suppose this is a hit

»ristian0™  anc* Mr. John Morley. Mr. Spicer sighs
uho sman like the late Mr. Gladstone. But

T*Ch&> Slgh invain, Mr. Gladstone was the last

iffletomllan statesmem  No odher public mam wil ever

gone LCYMON antMPelitics as did. The Fime

g
flns A

ecut"oﬂ’lr’s a' IjcC went to llfracombe for a bathe,
i{‘] the tide. Unless help came, they were
anger of drowning. Twelve of them

u prayed but no help came tNe

n - addressed themselves. One This was

iy aBat a rock and wave a red garn Lee and
SitL ‘ad °f fourteen, who ran all'the way to*£ By

boatmen, who rescued the v. ¢other ten
V w @,Yerewaisthigh in water, and ]Jlan’\ cular

i” cautBYEIRANAREST PHTS'] e of  BFAVE the

S« >*hool excursion to Pwllheli ended vc«7 ‘onl
, * « cursiQ,ists got into a boat t'lat sl om

ShAbt. the result being that .t was swwampe
; Dvcro drowned.  Considering who they were,

jdri“a\e evT ni,nisters accompanied the excursion,
cc’. ePected more consideration on the part of

lts.
peta™ tor%rllg?s the soul of the Rev. Il. K. Simcox,
~crks- .He protests that lie is not a
\ @ erecroDfS ]Jo%ectlon to the working classes
N pg&™iled OnlO onTSunday, but he hates seeing the
Mil It ;i*10 1jOril’s Day by rich and_leisured
11 GregIn,r Is one of the ways, he says, in which
\ SyjJrcha, |, to forget God—in other words, to
. Tatrg( the parson. Thc reverend gentleman

J’\Vlj’\lng a

of r d Persecuting the Birmingham Secular-
p"‘]m] las tiuMntry has devoted his mental and moral
-V S! *orksyr rer to the Sunday trading question.

. KIS soul S lardest himself on Sunday, but it
sWeets |°] tbink of shopkeepers selling news-

.jhtiScon Pfesid(iLODecco' ancl even meat, on that holy
Bkt ‘hoe.-.; ,aniceting of clergyat Birmingham,

xvc(m ® NJOomeludirigysounat” traderis' —wapiotued
Iﬂrdsnlp

e has

groat design. No doubt his
nthcir L ]g'rpqp ham  Kkids.”
§th ay lollipops.

« S Orraccn™ad to devote an “ Acid Drop ” to the
Hy  fIuies 'p,Unt of its editorial nonsense about the
XtH ¢Or to I°mson (“B. V.”). We have now to

WUQ N rd Review. Noticing the
V i gfr?‘n nﬂigns principal poems, recently

in mﬁdﬂmlmﬂyet ~ram Dobell, it remarks that “ Mr.
wWH2L. ‘G- ntten an ode to Satan "—an expres-
1; ,]|kt||| ' wWe'." \l'e writer’s opinion, Thomson is
i,. \hir|,rc Wformed that Thomson “ rants
rJO ItM fhat he r'\C Presume is the “ culchawed ”

"treIs>-'OVever" "7scnts from thc reviewer’s religion.

V low-

bostantlvc notthc adjective.
f8)\nd1 Rigucritic opines ~ .~ 0 S T

SCbPIY
A, | um>self to be the type of the
V'I'th~ds My \Cr.!'i.u abash his confidence to learn—

of
pies e musI be persons, on
thetori@itnees dhd souls.” The

S »-ho7 'Bnordnt—that amongst thc
,Yrq, Ciarle 'Ppreodte Tmomson are George
Bliof D. Swinburne, and William
NS " when living, sent him a letter of

ay .
Xeylew lust be in the last stage of
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degeneration to allow a scribbler like this, so incapable and
so pretentious, to vomit his anonymous and impudent folly
over a distinguished poet like James Thomson. There might
be some excuse if the author of The City of Dreadful Night
were only just challenging public criticism, for the common
hacks of the press have nothing to guide what they are pleased
to call their judgment at that stage ; but Thomson has been
dead for nearly twenty years, and enough has been written
about him by competent critics to save all but gratuitous and
invincible idiots from such an exhibition as this Saturday
Reviewer makes of himself.

The Daily News calmly refers to some Egyptian vases in
the Latin Room of University College, London, which are
supposed to date about 5000 n.C. This is a thousand years
lf)_efore Jehovah (according to the Bible) manufactured the
irst man.

The capitalised value of the Tory Government’s new dole of
fay,000 a year to the clergy amounts to three millions sterling.
This is a direct endowment of the Church of England by
parliament. Henceforth the Church’s apologists will find it
difficult to play thc old game of pretending that it derives no
money from the State.

Mr. Balfour gave the Nonconformists a shrewd thrust in
the debate on this Clergy Relief Bill. He called their atten-
tion to the fact that all their churches and chapels are exempt
from rates and taxes. To that extent the Dissenting Churches
are all endowed by the State.

Henry Sutton, a young marine, only eighteen years of age,
was on sentry-go at Forton Barracks, where he shot a lance-
corporal named Alfred Valentine Davis. The jury found him
guilty of unlawfully wounding, but he was discharged on the
ground that he had become unnerved by hearing ‘ghost
stories.  Another illustration of the evil effects of super-
stition.

Miss Marie Corelli, the lady who is so familiar with Satan,
is actually writing two novels at once ; and it is said that the
advance royalties paid to her by her two publishers are “ un-
precedented in the recent annals of publishing.” Evidently
It pays to write mystery, piety, and florid nonsense.

Dreyfus is reported to have said, and the Daily Chronicle
correspondent vouches for it as authentic : “ My condemna-
tion and sentence were a symbol of anti-Jewish odium. My
judges were involuntarily deceived. May my undeserved
expiation put an end to all racial or religious feuds in the
Army, and in that France which | have passionately loved
and served.”

Mr. John Hall, shipowner, of Newcastle, who died leaving
personalty valued at halfa million sterling, has left ~jio,000
towards a bishopric fund at Newcastle. This is a wretched
waste of money. But perhaps the testator thought it would
smooth his road to heaven.

Freethinkers who have any decent share of wealth should
think over this John Hall legacy to the Church, and ask them-
selves whether they ought not to remember the Freelhought
movement in their own wills. Any bequest to the Secular
Society, Limited, will be perfectly secure, and must be devoted
to promoting the Secular objects set forth in the Memorandum
of Association.

Colonel Ingersoll’s address to the Free Religious Associa-
tion at Boston, which we begin the reproduction this week
from the Boston Investigator, did not win the approval of thc
Unitarian Unity—* Our Western brother,” as it is called by
the good old slow-paced Inquirer. Instead of pulling a long
face, as befitted the gravity of the occasion, Ingcrsoll “ wielded
the weapons of sarcasm.” Unity allows that he is a “ gifted
orator,” but says he “has become so habituated to the methods
of sarcasm and to the habits of thc humorist that it is hard
for him to escape the debilitating temptation to provoke a
laugh, even when dealing with men’s serious convictions and
their most sacred feelings.” Poor Ingersoll! He is evidently
going to be damned for having a double dose of wit. Had
lie only been dull, lie might have been a Christian.

“ Providence ” has been busy in Texas. Floods have done
damage there to the extent of four million dollars, and more
than fifty people have been drowned.

Thc “ rioters ” at Barcelona showed a true instinct in attack-
ing thc house of the Jesuits. A party of monks just arrived
from the Philippines had to be rescued from the mob by the
police. The people of Spain are waking up to the real secret
of their misfortunes. We hope to sec them going strongly
against the curse of priestcraft.

A chap who is just out of Harvard tpld trie the other day
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that at his college much use is made of the Bible as literature.
One of the exercises, he said, is for the student, being given
a subject for treatment, to throw his remarks into the
ancient style in which the Bible is written. He told me also
that the professor of literature, on one occasion, took the
story of Naaman (I understood him to say Nahum, but think
he meant Naaman) and his faith-cure for the theme of a dis-
course, and that the boys all thought it was great. Onestudent,
so the young man related, learned a chapter of Psalms to
give as a recitation in a prize contest. That interested
me, and | inquired how the student succeeded. “Well,”
he replied, “ he showed up in the finals, but he didn’t get the
decision. The committee was unanimous in giving the medal
to a fellow who recited Ingersoll’s ‘ Vision of War.”” This
may fall under the Colonel’s eye and apprise him for the first
time that he has won in an essay competition with King
David.— George Macdonald, in “ Truthseeker” (New York).

The great Talmage has been captured by a patent medicine
firm. It is not stated, however, what they gave him for his
testimonial. But it is known that he has made a lot of
money for a great many years by puffing the spiritual quack
medicine called Christianity.

lan Maclaren, the novelist, who is also the Rev. John
Watson, Presbyterian minister, of Liverpool, confides the
following opinion to a Chicago Record interviewer: “ American
churches are conducted, to a considerable extent, as large
business concerns, money-making permeating everything.”
We have no doubt that this is true ; still, lan Maclaren
need not have gone all the way to America to discover
churches like that. There are plenty of them at home in
England. But of course it is easier to denounce hypocrisy
when it is three or four thousand miles distant.

The Burnley weavers have agreed to work henceforth on
Good Friday.- This is rather rough on the gospel-shops.
But perhaps the men of God will try to capture the weavers
on Easter Monday. It will take them all their time, though !

There is a Hampstead Antiquarian Society. We don't
know how many members it has, or whether they are men,
women, or children. It looks as though they were the
last, for they went to the British Museum the other day and
allowed themselves to be lectured by that fantastic old
gentleman, the Rev. Dr. Kinns. lie told them that the
Assyrian inscriptions confirmed the Bible story of the Deluge,
the history of Sennacherib, and the narrative of Daniel. Old
Kinns himself is such a mental oddity that we daresay he
believes till this nonsense. But what is to be said of his
statement that the Egyptian records confirm the story of
Joseph and that of the Exodus? When romance is carried
to such a length it merits a severer designation.

Dr. Parker hasn’t beaten “ God damn the Sultan ” yet, but
he is evidently training for a record performance. The other
Sunday evening he referred to a man who had struck a
ngan as “ some damnable beast.” He can’t get rid of the
“damn.”

What God hath joined together let not man put asunder.
That be hanged ! says Bishop Hurst, of the American
Methodist Episcopal Church. This gentleman has just
obtained a legal separation from his second wife on the
ground of incompatibility of temper. It is not stated which
has the “ temper.”

The Bedborough case was fruitful in disillusionment.
Bedborough himself funked and sold his friends. His
comrades, the Dawsons, disgusted the Defence Committee.
And the solicitor, Wyatt Digby, who was introduced by
Dawson, kept the hundreds of pounds that were raised and
paid to him, without doing the work, and without paying
Mr. Horace Avory his fees. Representations were made to
the Incorporated Law Society, and the result is that Wyatt
Digby is struck off the roll of solicitors. This is some
satisfaction, anyhow.

The Ascent Through Christ is the title of a new book by E.
Griffith-Jones, B. A. lie speaks like any parson of demonstrably
lalse Bible theories as “ beneficent illusions.” Perhaps it would
spoil the game to call them “ useful lies.” Hcalso argues that,
although the bodily ascension of Jesus “ savors of the notion
of a materialistic heaven,” it is probable that the sympathetic
Savior really went up in a cloud as a special convincing favor
to his simple-minded disciples. He wouldn’t do it now, but
it was a kind “accommodation” then. Perhaps, after all, it
was only a “ beneficent illusion.”

The chaplain of the Watford Union has been complaining
to the Board of Guardians that the paupers will not attend
church. It was resolved to hang a copy of an old rule in the
wards, evidently to draw the attention of the paupers to the
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great privileges they were losing by staying a"3
chaplain’s ministrations.

The Wesleyans have erected a memorial tablettsd i/
Dr. Moulton in Wesley’s Chapel, City-road. ' Kflic") '
(Mr. Adams-Acton) fee was four hundred guineas. glidbih
chapel has been renovated, the entire expenditure « &
to (29,000. \et in many poor country distr "
stricken members arc denying themselves in °r ‘pul
tribute money to the Wesleyan Twentieth Century

Having duly rejoiced over the Prince of Wajes™uh”
ment of his Sunday mormiiveg ot raks, e »~ Qb .
Hughes should now turn his attention to 1' Ten3.
induce her to stop the Sunday band on the , -seif
Windsor Castle. Not only does the Queen
like this desecration of the holy Sabbath, bul  aBj
public to come and enjoy the music. It is verf jnuft'l
Hughes should swear not to eat or drink ag-

remedied.

chfsm ,in Rhef dcdarcs that the new Free cnu*-.-j(*
But atCs tle uni‘y of the Free Clmrch ® ¢ ft

Baptist Un ;™ CSent-moment ,thc ‘wo chief £
of Biblinl 1n arC 'n Utter disagreement over D I]Q
T

Cuff U V* InSp'™ t,on- Dr- Clifford is President,
i ' g 2nt-
ETHFSFS.% ggokrgﬁ‘ hgtlns%?r%t%ﬂaéngoﬁatmrﬁty

“ wifiaL ‘KS ‘anawful thing,” “ an intolerableboO '(K.
verv , nVb? Slent about that book anywhere.”.

1 hu SAHBEY « HyRRIWH » Hbb the Christian  iiv> , -
aries. English Christians, not twenty nll[1iSsionilfjt'
last month mobbed the Mormon foreign cee
were obliged to seek the protection of the p™*

chiety ﬂf’;

Why does the London Anti-Vivisectionist~ ¢(ltid

such a namby-pamby, partisan tract as
section and the Mind of Christ, by the Rewv- b

This gentleman says lie is opposed to vivis 'V
believes it is opposed to the mind of God. Jigin”|

eyes around me,” he says, “ upon the creatu H'.4/
| see no unnecessary pain inflicted upon the P
hands.” Really, now! Thisgentleman- abllNI’
sighted. What docs lie think of a cat rufin lie p);

poor panting bird in its mouth? Wha t,jverfl”tr*
the claws and fangs of a tiger rending 1s JCof “jiet™

What does lie think of a pike terrorisinga  Jo&* a
biting right and left for sheer devilr¥ ?  Ljlor [M-K¥
of a shark grinding up a shipwrecked tebl, Is'r;

What does he think even of a llea—a uios a lieirv-.
creature under the microscope—torment? h|)risti3 &J*
baby in its cot? What docs he think o' a
tame pigeons, coursing rabbits, or hunting

with savage dogs ? _,]g|it’\V
, <
But the cream of this reverend gentlem*  t t®®vEL

is to come. Later on he forgets algAYaul'gth inf*
necessary pain,” and quotes as “true” = *’ \@ilcn V
tnat Ifie whole creation groanctli and » . jOxy
together until now.” You have never to «an

a parson giving himselfaway.

A
Converts to Rome- N

The new edition of Converts to Ro""if Of' Py
Movementto May, iS<y), compiled by M/ .r¢ iti# ci#, 1
Sonnenschein), gives some very interesting  ||oi
ing to this authority, no fewer than 44” j "M%
have “ gone over ” In the period mention A AtAt
come “ Members of the Nobility,” 4'~ autbdv
who have ’verted are set down at 203 ' publ
journalists at 162, legal profession atl ft #

90, medical profession at 60, Naval on"-% |
32, and peers at 27.

Of the converts, 158 have become PriC'7,: co"(, v;f _
clergy. Frnom ©xfard thiefe have - (0,04 t'l;
Chu_rch38roviding 53 of these, , _oaC|i 22." givg. id
Balliol 30, Brasenose and Magdalen f
20. The total from Cambridge E,lv fdi'l
which is less than half that from O™ St J ptyt):
fewer than 79 were from Trinity Coll

next with only 28. Trinity CoHeE?' iiaff* "

converts, London University n> .i;le on",-#

King's College, London, each i°F n

the four Scottish Universities.— I' es ' >7
am

The successors of Peter have s!C(;lei™
early practice : instead of how casting.A ,sOt }
the modern representatives of the d|S \
sees into their nets.—Charles Bradl<*p
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

.Mjlya' Hyde Park, Freethought Demonstration, 330

To Correspondents.

Nicar LEs Watts's Lecturing Engagements.-AU com-
HCar'Q'- for Mr- Charles Watts should be sent to Inm at
H*dmi?"road>Balham, SW. If a reply is required, a
p %all addressed envelope must be enclosed.

—*ﬁank_s for your ever-welcome weekly batch of

er , Sorry to hear of the facts in the first part of
dchd UtPhased to know that the Glasgow Branch has

Ot no\v tk>ei° US Winter>and that it is in a better financial
years  ta;ui at any previous time during the past seven

1i-.. ':(RGN;nyC[D'qu J- C. Crozier.—Thanks all the same,
«“ - We are obliged for the cutting. See para-
Mr.

hanks for the cutting. Foote is in excellent

ofn'hain. very sorry to hear of the wretched muddle
S.I%ﬂ S %5 a great pity that the work there passed out
YA B 16 Camberwell Branch. Mere enthusiasm is
ent' ﬁa\?‘ ®§ady gnergy z}rnd proper resources. Some-
- “ents ~ b e’ done. he matter is receiving- tlie
\ :S§St|tertl<on. g
{%rrd . eased to hear of your highly-successful meeting

Mle Subs”™ 'dpw of the late J. M. Wheeler, desires to
% lected ME to the Wheeler Memorial Fund which

the Freethinker. As we statdeclanifew
toAUiiOf ° ' there were reasons which jus 1K* tl  Fund
N the Treasurer, Mr. S. Hartmann, to pa”~ m ~ the

Sire Orii- SMEERIRGr T LRRIEAL Wi 1 »omecessary to say
In- "NeREIRCH d tficulty being removed, we gave Mr.
318‘ .wfmw,hﬂwm(?WtheM
frsd @ WIBUE any sert of deduction. We have only
li.t, olialfh_ 8~hmker lisits of subscriptions were checked
Ge°rge Ward.
T'_-Iti -°Ur cuttings are valued.
k' fail I—g"u crllrs, GBS'f2e t° answer your letter in a para-
hili,1'"Sht Upon' r  reading the Freethinker you will gradu-
t~0ul S, tno points you raise. Perhaps you would
tW >ch —by reading Biichner's Force and
"lib, ufor2s ' *order, 238 Stonecutter-street, E.C., will
a s W not know how you could obtain the book
Ali>°ndihe 'ate br. perfltt = Your only chance is to
«arth boeeksfidpenks for the papers. But
an is too silly for anything, and isn't even
>~ Ifforrs

n/Nite/elj|ure
C'*nth/nat
'S"Veek’

he is somewhat better, and hopes to be
.ay (July 9). He has been laid up by an
nis accounts for the absence of his usual

JFre?s 've bear of the death of Mr. Stocker,

~in L Mrh, OAE newsagent, of Liverpool. He was
' the |ﬁ11§’m§(s‘5si an‘?%'ie wonder is that he held out so long.
(g he ,vf,S be Would have wished. Not many hours

tq® a M ‘Is out delivering the morning papers. Mr.

O tried courage and much natural intelli-

W Isie?n SatUr ITIOmeng is very late to apprise us of what
R °r*dec ~ eyem«ig. We could find room in our

el B~ NOTHPBr R¥liy Telegraph—Pictorial Maga-
AA - Baiiy Echo—Iwo Worlds—Grays_Gazette—

%%( N ., h Voung Man—Inquirer=Zoophilist—
%I ’Iﬁ’hieacﬁeﬁ Ury_Ethical World—Otago Witness—
AhL ker-_i j;eaéhiin Kaspary)—Literary Guide—Pro-
I\(kIrThr, ~e'v v °f Man Times—De Verije Gedachte—
‘tp. ofp uSfht_ts orb)—Independent Pulpit—Freidenker—
1V faor,usseR-R O Arme Feufel—Blue Grass Blade—The

~ditor° §°n ’hvest'«}_(ator—_En_gilish Mechanic.

N Kiv Ireet i Mﬂkﬁrmdm

to
won OGBS must °ndon>E-C- .
H-ﬁkllal t*elrWIC,reacb 28 Stonecutter-street by first post
~Hopenlay g o« inserted.
St, a'llett» °c.et¥’s office is at No. 377 Strand,
fHJIfT to n rs sb°uld be addressed to Miss Vance.

f
sV ccys .
o suh’St'P ~ ce regulations to announce on the
T i & co|GE[JMNBH expires, suiseribé‘rs will receive

as Otl Wrapper when their subscription is
1ﬂl
‘&

ty lhe~Qparc?” direct from the publishing
0

1Ss. id 'Owing rates, geggid One year,

"ti',ip'btér fAScs to wE”urs, wou'd enhance the favor by
: iSture sh ° 7hCh w'sb us to ca” attention.
< °uld be sent to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stone-

«ee

Y6 tivNEdi™s> bdNTS/1. Pimtly words, is. Bd. ; every suc-
IsPl<*yed Advertisements : —One inch,
we Gd.I"talumm, £2 8. Qpeahl tarmy
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Sugar Plums.

The first of the Sunday Freethought Demonstrations was
held last Sunday in Finsbury Park, and in spite of the
showery weather there was a very large gathering around
the platform. During Mr. Foote’s speech it swelled to
splendid proportions. Mr. Harry Snell acted as chairman,
and opened the proceedings with a neat, telling address.
Mr. Robert Forder followed and spoke well. Then came
Mr. Moss, who kept the meeting alive. Mr. Heaford spoke
last with his usual vigor. And after a few closing words by
Mr. Snell the brake drove away amidst general cheers, and
the howls of a little knot of the baser sort of Christians.
These fellows are fond of disturbing Freethought meetings,
but they had no chance on Sunday. There was a rally of
Freethinkers around the platform, most of them of course
from North London, though not all, for five came from the
East London Branch wearing N.S.S. badges, and looking as
though they didn’t mean to be trifled with.

Miss Vance, Mrs. Henderson, and other friends, went
through the crowd during Mr. Foote’s speech and took up
a good collection. Mr. Cohen was unfortunately not present,
owing to indisposition.

The second of these Demonstrations will be held this after-
noon (July 9) at 3.30 in Hyde Park, near the Marble Arch.
The speakers will be Messrs. Foote, Watts, Cohen, Moss,
and Heaford. There is sure to be a big crowd. What is
wanted is a sufficient body of Freethinkers around the plat-
form to hold any disorderly element in check.

The wheel has come nearly full circle. Dreyfus is back in
France, and is awaiting a trial which can hardly be anything
else now than a formal preliminary to the declaration of his
innocence. Even men like DirouRde are beginning to trim
their sails afresh, for they see that the wind is {slowing steadily
in the direction of justice. A few fanatics are still left crying
“ Down with the Jew,” but France is sick of that folly, and
Lhe tr1abid Drumont himself is screaming to half-empty

enches.

Once more we pay a tribute of veneration to Madame
Dreyfus. That noble wife and mother is worthy of the best
days of Greece or Rome. W¢c have not heard that there was
any mention of her at the recent World’s Congress of Women,
but the courage and dignity she has displayed are vastly more
admirable than the mere mental capacity to take a hundred
college prizes, or to qualify as a lady doctor.

Mr. Conway'’s lecture at South-place Chapel on the Dreyfus
affair was reported at some length in the Daily News. After
pointing out that the Imperialists had staked their hopes on
the guilt of Dreyfus, also the Royalists, and the Bishops, and
finally the Pope himself, Mr. Conway said that the “ thinkers
of France had combined their intellectual powers against the
military and ecclesiastical despotism,” and had defeated it«
He claimed that this “ideal Revolution in France had been
initiated, directed, and carried to its legal victory by Free-
thinkers, with few exceptions.”

The Bethnal Green Branch is going to have evening as
well as afternoon Sunday meetings in Victoria Park. The
lecturer for this evening (July 9) at 6.30 is Mr. F. A. Davies.
We hope the local Freethinkers will support the Branch in
this new departure.

The National Secular Society’s Annual Excursion, under
the auspices of the Executive, is fixed for Sunday, August 27.
A special train will run to Littlehampton, starting from
London Bridge at 9.30, Victoria 9-25> New Cross 9.35, nnd
Clapham Junction 9.39, and returning from Littlehampton at
7.15. The tickets arc 3s. for adults, and is. fid. for children
under twelve. -

The Star continues its gallant battle against low-flash
American oils. The number of deaths from this cause in
England up to June 30 was no less than sixty-three. The
matter is one for legislation. It is monstrous that a Yankee
millionaire should coin dollars out of murder and arson. We
wish the Star all success in its campaign.

Mr. F. Lester, 123 Abbeyfield-road, Rotherhithe, S.E., has
reprinted in leaflet form, at his own expense, the recent Free-
thinker article by Mimnermus entitled “ The Gospel Writ in
Steel ” giving a Ion% list of Freethinkers who suffered im-
prisonment at the hands of Christians during the present
century. It is a capital leaflet for general distribution. |he
plain list of names, dates, and sentences is more eloquent

than any rhetoric.

The following appeal reaches us from J. M. Headley,
honorary secretary of the Freethinkers Association, Great
Yarmouth are a small body of little men who are
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doing our level best to spread the doctrine of Freethought in
this ancient borough. We are, therefore, deserving both
sympathy and help. We have hired a small hall, which is
comfortably seated, and situated in a central part of the
borough. In this we hold meetings every Sunday evening.
Lectures are given by some few of us, and discussion, which
is publicly invited, always takes place. Two of our friends
are first-class violinists, and their artistic playing is a great
attraction and the source of much pleasure. We now want a
good pianoforte, af which one of our friends would preside.
Will any of our distant friends assist us in getting one ? We
begin to have a notion what our annual expenses will be ;
and, if some 400 Freethinkers would become honorary
members of our Association, and subscribe the modest sum
of is. per annum, we feel that success for our movement
would be insured for the future. Of course, our musicians
and lecturers are working simply for the love of the cause,
and the latter, it must be remembered, have to prepare their
essays or lectures during the hours of leisure from business.
Friends from a distance will be welcome, not only to the hall,
but to the rostrum.”

The Annual Picnic of the Birmingham Branch took place
on Sunday last. Most unfavorable weather had prevailed all
the previous week, and prospects on Saturday were exceed-
ingly gloomy; but Sunday morning opened fine, and a start
was made from New-street Station at 7.30. Arriving in good
time at Worcester, through its quiet streets, the party, sixty-
eight in number, proceeded to the waterside, where a special
steamer lay in waiting. Through charming scenery up the
Severn the river trip was made, and Stourport reached at 12.30.
A brief stay there, and then back to Holt Fleet, where full
justice was done to a substantial repast. Here the President,
Mr. J. H. Ridgway, made an appropriate speech, showing that
the prospects of the Branch were full of promise if the right
workers would come forward, and appealed strongly to non-
members to join. Rambles were then indulged in along
the beautiful lanes and about the cherry orchards, and all
too soon the time came to get on board for the home
ourney. Birmingham was reached at 8.45, after a delight-
ful day out. Great praise was accorded the treasurer, Mr. W.
T. Pitt, who had acted as agent in advance for the comfort of the

party.

The July number of the Literary Guide contains, amongst
other interesting items, an excellent article by Herbert
Flowerdew, the novelist, on “ Does Christianity Give Us
Holidays ?” The writer concludes that the Sabbatarian
dogma stands in the way of a rational plan of weekly rest
for the workers.

The Auckland correspondent of the Otago Witness, published
at Dunedin, New Zealand, refers to the sessions of the
National Council of Women, and says that “ at the outset the
Council decided that it would not ask the blessing of the
Deity on its labors.” The debates showed that the Council
contained Agnostics and Freethinkers. One speaker boldly
declared that woman’s emancipation had always been won in
spite of Christianity.

At a recent meeting of the Grays School Board it transpired
that a penny (catchpenny) hymn-book had been imported into
the girls’school by Miss Neal. Mr. Goodwin called attention
to it as an illustration of the need for purely secular educa-
tion in Board schools. He moved the exclusion of these hymn-
books. The motion was seconded and carried nem. con.

Julius Csesar a Freethinker.

From cant of all kinds he was totally free. He was a
friend of the people, but he indulged in no enthusiasm for
liberty. He never dilated on the beauties of virtue, or com-
plimented, as Cicero did, a Providence in which lie did not
believe. He was too sincere to stoop to unreality. He held
to the facts of this life, and to his own convictions ; and as he
found no reason for supposing that there was a life beyond
the grave, he did not pretend to expect it. He respected the
religion of the Roman State as an institution established by
the laws. He encouraged or left unmolested the creeds and
practices of the uncounted sects or tribes who were gathered
under the eagles. But his own writings contain nothing to
indicate that he himself had any religious beliefat all. He
saw ho evidence that the gods practically interfered inhuman
affairs. He never pretended that Jupiter was on his side.
He thanked his soldiers after a victory, but he did not order
Te Detents t(bbe sung for it.—J. A. Fronde, “ Caesar: A
Sketch,” p. SS

The Cathedral Spire.

It soars like hearts of hapless men who dare
lo sue for gifts the gods refuse to allot;
\Vho climb for ever toward they know not where,
Baffled for ever by they know not what.
— William Watson.
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A Neglected Humorist.

- de/\

“ Gravity is a mystery of the body invented to hice tre
of the mind."—La Rochefoucauld. .
It has always been a source of wonder 10 mtgr]:laje
how the Holy Willies of orthodoxy have ever
to maintain, after a perusal of the Holy Bible* r;
Deity was entitled to the credit of benevole™ ™ u-
pious opinion really seemed in the nature OF
merited compliment, entirely unsupported bj 17~ f
dence. The grim exponents of the religld s/
Man of Sorrows seldom smiled themselves,
of the Scriptures having, apparently @ Oep;, te
effect upon them. So much so that the cpl
street could tell the followers of Christ by  gXrcsf
of their countenances. Nay, more, by the ~ $
one might tell how far the victim was suffcbiib»™ ™ ti-
disease of religiosity. From the slight
mouth, which-“distinguished - the--Higthur . by
the resemblance to a tired omnibus-horse, 'vom
1~ dist, one might accurately classify thenl,

The votaries of the religion of J. C. and Huh
were cankered through with austerity. Gcl ystd
after generation had been stifled under et
which was utterly sunless, joyless, and, to ~.~he »

‘

i

graceless. The results were to be see'l  Jag*
dismal, dreary, rectangular frequenters of 1
worship of to-day. The professional Gl
and bible-bangers were so far incapable a,ll.
laughter that the average undertaker reli.i’\
Andrew compared with them. In short, AN
world of to-day is simply in the meshes of n
ness, and despair. ible,

This gospel, that life is unutterably t ~tbg J
was in reality an arraignment not merely ~g6iirf {
Persons and One God, but—what was fa>  jflibD
tant—-of human nature itself, finally transfer ~ n
world of ours, for all Christians, into a dar* N
terrible hell than Dante ever conceived. "

All this unmerited suffering might have
if the caiilieat acoluomendatars) the first . tj
been able to see a joke. It is entirely
mental density of these men that Christulll|[*JjnteJ"gi

mare, rather than a religious system. 1tiC tral * 1A
babes andh sucklings misconceived bury ¥
the Bible. They innocently took a work e gk

read it in all seriousness. We all knO" apP

results, beside which a madman’s dreai

perfect sanity. o4 y>oL, 1
As we have said, the Bible is a work

we must discriminate. The Holy GhOStr]JtIISql

° urof..nc
N

as our humor, nor his witticisms as jR
Ghost is not so satirical as Heine, so p> .
so ironical as Gibbon, nor so modern aii
Quip, repartee, and epigrams ar . 1t *°
Maybe a ghostly humor is best suiter ~ R’\t
ghostly author. Although we cannot sa;// j’\g

a laugh on every page, a smile on

historic humor of the Bible will uEno eno»ilr’s
stories, quaint burlesques, and jo eﬁfmbuc
enlightened those pious, canting, nv'-v

~ tob™ W

logians. Their refusal to sec his J° liely, i
made the Ghost laugh. He must fa ~ "
sides, which are six, until his three
one, fairly ached from the explosion. jred N
The proverbial Scotchman, who rc”v3s "
operation before he could see a j° ,c> XMii y
humorist compared with those piet>s * g j
the Ghost’s tall stories without m°vlllh v8s {\ Py
As a humorist, the Holy Ghost s as s”cidjVv

than our own Dickens, although a*llOynlaft’ ! a
writer of fiction. The Ghostisas

calm and unimpassioned about his , bel,. il

man ought to be. Like Artemus Wa. c/htcei

a hair. He says the funniest thin9S tip

aggrieved manner. That distraejin

Jonah and the Whale is the perfection - jrjy

tional joking. While reading it wen

with the poor whale who let Iodglng’5
entertain~grs mf

Ghost’s humor is the more
that it pretends to be a narrative ®#>dWoni

happened. His book is a sort of
tory of the Jews. Burlesque instruc™

tine fun make a very agreeable Wen
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TeSb-.
“fsof ,?' Noah’s Ark is delicious ; and the adven*
hady 1 16 talking Serpent in the Garden of Eden

Plagy6sy so- Daniel in the Lion’s Den, the Ten
Brg e Tower of Babel, Ezekiel’'s Gorgeous
« ty ' are ad brilliant examples of our Ghost’s

latte
“gence i
N :r,

Pages show a distinct falling-off, but the
*snot .immeasurable.  Christ walking the

Nin» CYS the fig-tree ; turning water into wine :
4Sper% pfe with a bath-bun and a few sardlnes
I mwhosl Bes* Gie later 'storfes. 'The T purse-
Ss ni°uth the tribute money was found, alone

Ria'0a Paragraph. The episode'of the bedevilled
Is alaiost as bizarre as any story in the Arabian

, Fed

j\Uran. 700<>> the Biblical students should, like

N i e waxed fat. There is enough in the
7ambt0 wrinkle with smiles the face of a cab-

'f&(ﬁ’\o £888 such a work as sober fiction is absurd,

ratt?- "°uld only read the book, instead of merely
Bylde b ghout it, such misconstruction would be im-
@pfj ' cultured reader weill eoniglain thdt the

ifl Junior °\x? above are examples of a very elemen-

|2| Het 'l must admit the justice of the stric-
en, a’ust be borne in mind that the Bible was
i> ;s n? enturies ago, and by a Ghost. Further

1iS Fargis Barmec™by the faet of thy Ghosr being the
'Nes f? tHe Christian Trinity. We must make

!ﬁﬁ fa_a con)g/lenital puzzle. It will be seen that
'eraqgg ne hi Tor 0ve*r—pmduct|on He
jlin 'S sonie two thousand brief summers ago.
?rixthemn sPoh his readers’ palates by sup
\farsts MOulh a surplus of humor. If some other
T-W — imitate his august example, both
foi  theoreaders would profit.
RAd nchrix WL have its enemies—the common or
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Ni. “ose lg|? Hern wdmiitbing ite trwiii  Never-
ot have ayerfu read
m@éﬁiée mglt 't is anp%o);le}t IJz%l{))'étem pt %g@p\f}%ﬁl?ﬂgaw[
lhe Devil, is not so black as he is painted.
Mimnermus.

In&ersoll's paine Oration.
K
~i0g
*eb lite brr.,,/¥ ty Was lying chained in the Inquisition,

2c n a «ained with blood. In the new world
hanging and burning in the name
C S »of rV? wbite Quaker children into slavery

<ia Irlst who said : “ Suffer little children
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B)rh an K" reduced Spain to a guitar, Italy toa
d to exi
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S 6tht'f all ° nOt: Haow. The Church says it does.
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thought. It was written for the average mind, and is
a straightforward, honest investigation of the Bible and
of the Christian system. And Paine did not falter from
the first page to the last. He gives you his candid
thought; and thoughts, to be valuable, must be candid.

The Age of Reason liberalised us all. It put argu-
ments in the mouths of the people, and it put the
Church on the defensive ; enabled somebody in every
village to corner the parson. It made the world wiser,
and made the Church better. It took power from the
pulpit, and divided it among the pews.

Just in proportion as the human race has advanced,
the Church has lost power ; there is no exception to
this rule.

No nation ever materially advanced that held strictly
to the religion of its founders.

No nation ever gave itself to the control
Church without losing its power, its honor,
existence.

Every Church pretends to have found the truth ; this
is the end of progress. Why pursue that which you
have caught? Why hunt that which you have found ?
W hy investigate when you know ?

Every creed is a rock in running water. Humanity
sweeps by. Every creed cries to the universe, “ Halt!”
A creed is the ignorant past bullying the enlightened
present.

The ignorant are not satisfied with what can be
demonstrated. Science is too slow ; they demand
completeness ; a fragment, a segment, is of no value
to them ; they demand the entire structure.

In music they want a melody with a recurring accent
at measured periods. In religion they insist on immediate
answers to the questions of origin and destiny. The
Alpha and Omega of all things must be in the alphabet
of their superstition.

A religion that cannot answer every question and
guess every conundrum is worthless. They desire a
kind of theological dictionary ; a religious ready-
reckoner, together with guide-boards at every cross-
ing. They mistake impudence for authority, solemnity
for wisdom, and bathos for inspiration. The beginning
and the end arc what they want. The grand flight of
the eagle is nothing to them ; they want the nest in
which he was hatched, and the dry limb on which he
roosts. Anything that can be learned is not worth
knowing. The present is of no value. Happiness is
not expected this side of the clouds, and can only be
attained by being miserable here ; not miserable for the
good of others, but for the salvation of your worthless
soul.

Paine denied the authority of Bibles and creeds.
This was his crime, and for this the religious world
shut the door in his face and emptied slops on him from
the windows.

And yet | challenge the world to show that Thomas
Paine ever wrote one line in favor of tyranny, one line
in favor of immorality, one line against what he believed
to be for the highest and best interests of mankind, one
line against justice, charity, or liberty ; and yet he has
been pursued as though he had been a fiend from hell.
His memory has been execrated as though he had
murdered some Uriah for his wife, driven some Hagar
into the desert to starve with his child upon her bosom ;
as though he had defiled his own daughters, ripped open
with the sword the sweet bodies of loving and innocent
women, advised one brother to assassinate another, kept
a harem with seven hundred wives and three hundred con-
cubines, or had persecuted Christians even unto strange
cities.

Think about it. No effort has been, in any age of the
world, spared to crush out opposition. The Church
used painting, music, and architecture to degrade and
awe mankind. But there are some men that nothing
can awe. There have been through all the ages some
that dared even the gods. Some proud head has always
been above the waves, and in every age some Diogenes
has sacrificed to the Deity. True genius never cowers,
and there is always some Samson feeling for the pillars
of authority.

Cathedrals and domes and chimes and chants ; temples
frescoed and groined and carved, and gilded with gold ;
altars and tapers, and paintings of Virgin and babe ;
censer and chalice ; chasuble, paten, and alb; organs
and anthems, and incense rising to the winged and

of the
and its
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blest; maniple, amice, and stole ; crosses and crosiers,
tiaras and crowns ; mitres and missals and masses ;
rosaries, relics, and robes; martyrs and saints, and
windows stained as with the blood of Christ, never
for one moment awed the brave, proud spirit of the
Infidel. He knew that all the pomp and glitter had
been purchased with liberty, that priceless jewel of the
soul. In looking at the cathedral he remembered the
dungeon. The music of the organ was not loud enough
to drown the clank of fetters. He could not forget that
the taper had lighted the fagot. He knew that the
Cross adorned the hilt of the sword. And so, where
others worshipped, he scorned and wept.

The investigators, the Infidels, have been the saviors
of liberty, and the truth is beginning to be realised, and
the truly intellectual are honoring the brave thinkers of
the past.

But the Church is as unforgiving as ever, and still
wonders why any Infidel can be wicked enough to
endeavor to destroy her power.

I will tell the Church why.

You have imprisoned the human mind ; you have
been the enemy of liberty ; you have burned us at the
stake ; you have wasted us at slow fires ; you have
torn our flesh with iron ; you have covered us with
chains ; you have treated us as outcasts ; you have
taken our wives and children from our arms ; you have
confiscated our property ; you have denied us the right
to testify in courts ; you have branded us with infamy ;
you have torn out our tongues; you have refused us
burial. In the name of your religion you have robbed
us of every right, and, after having inflicted upon us
every evil that can be inflicted in this world, you have
fallen on your knees and implored your God to torment
us for ever in another world.

Can you wonder that we hate your doctrines, that we
despise your creeds, and that we are proud to know that
we are beyond your power? Do you wonder that we
glory in the fact that the whole world is slowly rising
into the blessed light ?

Can you wonder that we point with pride to the fact
that Infidelity has ever been found battling for the rights
of man, for the liberty of conscience ?

Can you wonder that we are proud to say that we
have been the disciples of Reason, the soldiers of
Freedom, and that we have kept our hands unstained
with human blood ?

We deny that religion is the end or object of this
life. When it is so considered it becomes destructive
of happiness, the real end of life. It becomes the hydra-
headed monster, reaching in terrible coils from heaven,
and thrusting its thousand fangs into the bleeding hearts
of men. It devours their substance, builds palaces for
gods, and allows his children to die in huts and hovels.

Happiness is the great end of life, and virtue is the
road ; and virtue is a subordination of the passions to
the intellect, to act in accordance with your highest con-
victions. And virtue does not consist in believing, but
in doing. And this is the truth that Infidels have spoken
throughout all the ages. And they have handed the
torch from one to the other ; upon the altar of reason
they have kept the sacred fire, and through the long
midnight of faith they have fed the divine flame.

Infidelity is liberty. All religion is slavery. And no
master can be great enough to make slavery sweet. |
want to be free.

All religion is slavery. In every religion God is the
slave of man, and man is the slave of God. In every
religion man makes the God, and then becomes the
slave of the monster he makes.

We do not want creed, we want knowledge ; we want
happiness.

And yet we arc told by the Church that we have
accomplished nothing, that we are simply tearers-down
and destroyers.

Now, is it nothing to free the mind ? Is it nothing to
civilise mankind ? Is it nothing to fill the world with
light, with discovery and science? Is it nothing to
dignify man and exalt the intellect ? Is it nothing to
grope your way into the prisons, into the cells of
superstition, where the souls of men are chained to
floors of stone ; to greet them like a ray of light, like
the song of a bird, like the murmur of the waves ? Is
it nothing to see the dull eyes open and grow slowly
bright ? Is it nothing to feel the grasp of their shrunken
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hands and hear yourself thanked in a hollo"e
when you give them liberty and light ? i

Is it nothing to conduct souls into the bless ~
of day, to let them see the happy fields and ~ &
green earth, and hear the everlasting [IUsliJ
waves ? Is it nothing to make men wipe i
from their swollen knees, and the tears n°
fyrrowed cheeks? Airst

Is it a small thing to reave the heavens 0| . *0$
monster, and write upon the eternal dome>»
with stars, the word “ Freedom ”? ik

Is that a small thing? IS it a small thing Tu,
the flames of hell with the tears of pity pity ; 3 F\jiing
to unbind the martyr from the stake ; a sijl3.,rdtic8

break all the chains, to stay the sword of the
tear the bloody hands of superstition from

throat of science ? n
Is it a small thing to make men free, to paiso™

dogmas of ignorance, prejudice, and power, ti r~tP

fables of superstition, and to drive from tn

face of the earth the fiend of fear ? A (S

It does seem to me that the most zealouSpg (Ma

must at times entertain some doubt as_ to reaie>
origin of his blessed religion. For r.e0o
have been teaching that doctrine. For «""VJ

thousand years the Church has had to agrea jt? ;
control of Christendom, and what is the re . fOb™
the Christian nations patterns of charity oy,
ance ? On the contrary, the principal busifl™at is*
tian nations is to destroy each other. ~o(t t
principal business. At this present momen  jed”
five million—yes, six million— Christians are
drilled to murder their fellow Christians. _ carO™Lt
is groaning under a vast debt incurred 10 s*|ves™**,
war against Christians, or defending then™ to P\r-
Christians. The world is covered with f°r %o
those who “ love their enemies” from thos™ 1
give all wrong,” and every sea is cO'f'Gh CrS|if
monsters ready to blow into eternal ‘rO j d
brains ; and millions on millions are e%Pe?te eng™1V
in the effort to construct still more tern ™ I)d£
death. Industry is crippled, toil is roD -"Njan
beggary is taxed to defray the cost of Cl,rl  refod 3P

Now, there must be some other way ,
world. We have tried creed and dogma a Ofte( s
they have all failed. There must be som”t sCTg
and, according to my judgment, nothing: . ejYal’
education, nothing but the development o n
benefit mankind.

We must find out the facts in
accordance with these facts, and we
care of themselves.
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National Secular Society.
> r Ofti .

Tk’ Thursda°rt,*dy Executive Meeting held at the Society’s
p\e* r* June 29; the President, Mr. G. W. Foote,

¢'ferren6 Present .~ E- Bater, T. Gorniot, F. Schaller,
Qunt  Leal '1110 Brown, W. Heaford, T. Tliurlow, E. W.
VA-T. wii * Brown, B. Munton, R. P. Edwards, C.
illness mot. and the Secretary ; C. Cohen being absent
vV ds °of
A7 recefa®° LB niccl'mg read and confirmed; cash
iuShkOMIrLuP® rte<* upon the arrangements for the out-
yatir’t Bror|rnS,during July and August, and it was
f\ mPermx:;'Vell Bark should be included in the list,

W i 1

ryﬁlg%rr{e rr1] !b\?rg\v?/gfg %P?err? rflit r%il%%/eéh:e flr'dcr%iCB'attersea, 3;

K Votary're London, S. i .

4 MV . LéattP°rted upon the Exawrsion &txangements,

It eEnRt t1\gs.added fo the committee.

iDafter 68'turv p u" reduced the draft of procedure of the

vM r8he Hitl Hnd’ as requested at the last meeting,

wijvc' Quay. s~ ASi-UsBion- it was adopted, on the mo-
.> cto f« ed by Mr. Bater. It ran —

lity As ,°ho\\s . le hreethought Twentieth Century Fund

H§ B Mep-~~"~hall be opened, with the editor’s per-
liSH mi

De mvited to make special collections for
ectorc"- ,sball be printed and entrusted to
"\ 1>who shall make returns to the N.S.S.
V' M, pin, gqle Jested shall pass through the hands of

A ‘u}ogftl\zirt]niann ?' Treasurer. hat he hold
| ch ni [ r what money he holds on
\Oalff% W 9@3 0 EF%%@%\@HF Society, Limited.
\Y %dy - LitrtrCtedp” a" pald over tO’ and held by’ thc
O”L’J.rm ers of business were dealt with, and the
Edith M. Vance, Secretary.

CoriTespondence.
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" Paid aK aﬁfi'o' °n the contrary, called at our
‘ation fee, and stated, in reply to a
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letter from me, that the Society still maintained its affiliation.

In regard to the other part of the paragraph which criticises
the policy of the League, if there be any estrangement on the
part of the Executive of the National Secular Society on the
ground that the League is conducted “ in the interest of the
Ethical Societies,” it is due to misapprehension on the part of
that Executive. From the first, the Moral Instruction League
put the simple educational needs and rights of childhood in
the foreground, as the basis of its propaganda. It has never
diverged from this position, either towards the point of view
of Ethical Societies, that the good life is the true bond of
religious fellowship, or towards that of Secularist Societies,
which draws a sharp distinction between religious and secular.
The interests it considers are solely the interests of the chil-
dren. And, according to the best judgment of the Committee,
it was in those interests that the following three resolutions
were passed : (1) “ That the Bible as a whole should not be
placed in the children’s hands as a reading book or text book
of morals  (2) “ That the League recommends that no book
at present be placed in the hands of the children as the basis
of moral instruction  (3) “ That the Bible comes under the
head of general literature, as a source of illustrations and
maxims for moral lessons.” These same resolutions were
printed in the League’s Report and accepted at the Annual
Meeting, at which Secularists attended and made no protest.
| repeat again that the point of view from which they should
be judged is neither religious, anti-religious, nor merely poli-
tical. No question of conciliating or alienating either one or
another set of supporters is involved. The question is whether
it is educationally just to deprive teacher and child of the use
of one of the richest and most poetic of the world’s collections
of social and moral experience. The League has no need to
consider the possible motives which certain sections of the
community may have for including or for excluding this book.

Zona Vallance, Secretary, M .1.L.

[The past tense, of which Miss Vallance complains, was quite
correct, as the National Secular Society had been affiliated to
the Moral Instruction League before the 1898 Conference. More-
over, it was appropriate on other grounds. With regard to the
League’s last annual meeting, it may be true that some Secularists
were present, but none of them officially represented the N.S.S.,
which did not appoint any delegates for that occasion. For the
rest, it must be said that the Ethicist majority on the M.I.L.
Executive is really not justified in taking so low an estimate of
the mental acumen of Secularists. Reading between the fines is
often as instructive as reading in the lines, and those who watch
tactics and debates are able to judge of the intention as well as
the meaning of resolutions. The fact is, the Ethicists want to
keep the Bible in the schools. Secularists do not. They know
that the Bible is a religious book, and they say that the State
should have nothing at all to do with religion. Whether the
Bible, as an uninspired volume, is one of the richest collections
of social and moral experience is at least open to discussion.
Anyhow, it is no part of the object of the N.S.S. to.promote the
view advanced by the League’s secretary on its behalf. Miss
Vallance must pardon me, if she can, for saying that the last
sentence of her letter is fatuous—like the general attitude of the
Ethicists in this matter. They talk as though the immediate
future lay in the hollow of their hands, and speak of the Christian
Churches as “ certain sections of the community.” These Chris-
tian Churches are strong enough to control education, and they’
keep the Bible in the schools for the sake of manufacturing
customers. It is idle to talk about their *“possible motives."
Their motives are well known. At least they are well known to
Secularists, who decline to be hoodwinked.—G. W. Foote.]

The Augury.

[It has been noted, as a significant coincidence, that the first
year of Secular propaganda in Brockwell Park marks the

departure of the rooks.
" Who'll be the Parson?"
1,” said the Rook.]

T he old majestic elms like churches rear—
Bearing no fruit but coffins, and the nests
Of the black-coated rook, who year by year
Watches the husbandman, preys while he rests,
Levying tithes on all his labor gains ;
Descends at meal-times, pilfers at early morn,
Knowing on Sunday—when the parson reigns—
Ilis day of pris-ilege and feast doth dawn.

Ye grey old elms ! Gone is the black North Wood ;
None left to tell the tale but ye alone.

Gone are the rooks—all of the stealthy brood—
And none has missed them—troublous omens flown !

No more their caws will rasp the bending cloud,
Aweing the ignorant, as clerics do.

Men multiply ; towns civilise—they’re disendowed 1
And then, perforce, they’'re disestablished too !

George Woodward.

The deepest controversy that lies before modern society isi
Can the social union subsist without a belief in God 7—Rt.
Hon. John Morley, M .P.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

[Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday,
and be marked “ Lecture Notice," if not sent onpost-card. \

LONDON.

The Athen/EUM Hal1 (73 Tottenham Court-road, W .): Closed
during’ July and August.

Bradlaugh Club and Institute (36 Newington Green-road,
Ball's Pond): 8.30, Bertha Jeffries Dramatic Co. in “ Engaged.”

Open-air Propaganda.

Battersea Park Gates: 11.30, F. A. Davies.

Brockwell Park (near Herne-hill Gates): 3.15 and 6.30, C.
Cohen.

Camberwell (Station-road): 11.30, C. Cohen.

Edmonton (cornerof Angel-road): 7, A. B. Moss.

Finsbury Branch (Clerkenwell Green): 11.30, Stanley Jones.

Finsbury Park (near Band Stand): 3.30, W. J. Ramsey, “ What
Must | Do to be Saved ?”

Hyde Park (near Marble Arch): Lectures every week evening
at 8. Sunday, at 11.30, E. Pack; 3.30, Messrs. G. W. Foote,
W. Heaford, C. Watts, A. B. Moss, and Harry Snell.

Hammersmith (The Grove) : 7.1S1 E. Pack.

Hampstead Heath (Jack Straw’s Castle): 3.15, E. Pack.

Kitburn (corner of Victoria-road) : 7.15, S. E. Easton.

Kingsland (Ridley-road): 11.30, R. P. Edwards.

Mile End Waste : 11.30, W. J. Ramsey; 7, S. Jones.
at 8, R. P. Edwards.

Peckham Rye 13.15 and 6.30, R. P. Edwards.

T he Triangle (Salmon-lane, Limehouse): 11.30, W. Hcaford.
July 11, at 8, S. Jones.

Stratford (The Grove): 7, W. Heaford, " Some Fallacies of
Theism.”

S. L. E. S. (Peckham Rye): 11.15, Mr. Newland.
Park) : 3.15, Mr. Storrar.

Victoria Park (near the Fountain): 3.15, F. A. Davies, “What
has Jesus Done?” 6.30, F. A. Davies, “ What would Jesus Do?”

Westminster (Grosvenor Embankment): 11.30, Il. Courtney,
" Good and Bad Points of the Bible.”

July 12,

(Brockwell

COUNTRY.

Great Yarmouth Freethinkers' Association (Freethinkers'
Hall, bottom of Broad-row): 7, Violin Selections by Professors
Elliott and Rae ;7.15, A. Il. Smith, " The Church Crisis.”

Hutr (Friendly Societies’ Hall, No. 2 Room): Annual Trip to
Aldborough—Ileave Story-street at 8.30 by waggonettes.

Leicester Secular Society (Humberstone-gate): 6.30, Mr.
Carter (President of the Leicester Trades Council), “A Few
Glances at Growth.”

Liverpool (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square): The hall will
be closed during the months of July and August.

Manchester Secular Hall (Rusholme-road, All
Closed for Summer Season.

South Shields (Captain Duncan’s Navigation Schools, Market-
place) : 7.30, A reading.

Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockinglmm-
street) : Members and friends will meet in front of Victoria
Station at 1.30 prompt, in time for train that leaves at 1.45 for
Retford, and thence will go by conveyances to Tuxford Hall.

Saints):

Lecturers’ Engagements.

C. COHEN, 17 Osborne-road, High-road, Leyton.—July 9,
m., Station-road, Camberwell ; a. and e., Brockwcll Park.

Arthur B. Moss, 44 Credon-road, London, S.E.—July 9, a.,
Demonstration in Hyde Park ; c., Edmonton. 16, 111, Clerken-
well; a., Demonstration in Regent’s Park; c., Kilburn. 23,
m., Mile End ; a., Demonstration in Victoria Park. 30, probably
Northampton.

R. P. Edwards, 52 Bramley-road, Notting-hill.—July 9, m.,
Ridley-road ; a. and e., Peckham. 16, m., Station-road ; a. and c.,
Brockwell Park. 23, m., Battersea ;e., Stratford. 30, m., Lime-
house ; a., Victoria Park ; e., Edmonton.

E. Pack, 10 Henstridge-place, Ordnance-road, St. John’s Wood.
—July 9, m., Hyde Park; a., Hampstead Heath; c., Kilbum.
16, m., Mile End. 23, a. and c., Peckham Rye. July 30, m.,
Battersea Park.

Il. Percy Ward, 5 Alexandra-road, Edgbaston, Birmingham.
—July 16, Public debate at Northampton.

POSITIVISM.

" Reorganisation, without god or ling, by the systematic
worship of Humanity.”

Information and publications on the Religion of Humanity
may be obtained free on application to the Church of
Humanity, Newcastlc-on-Tyne.
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Reynolds’s Newspaper.
London :

Now Ready. 48 Pages.

R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Price 6d.

Ingersoll’s Grand New Lecture

SUPERSTITION,

Which is attracting immense audiences in America.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

FLOWERS OF FREETHOUGHT

G. W.

Foote.

Second Series (cloth), 2s. 6d.
Contents —Luscious Piety—The Jewish Sabbath— God’s Day

—Professor Stokes on

Immortality— Paul

Bert—Converting a

Corpse—Bradlaugh’s Ghost—Christ and Brotherhood— The Sons

of God— Melchizcdek—S'w’elp me God— Infidel

Hornes— Are

Atheists Cruel >—Are Atheists Wicked ?— Rain Doctors— Pious
Puerilities—* Thus saith the Lord "—Believe or be Damned—
Christian Charity— Religion and Money—Clotted Bosh— Lord
Bacon on Atheism—Christianity and Slavery—Christ Up to Date
—Secularism and Christianity—Altar and Throne—Martin Luther
—The Praise of Folly—A Lost Soul—Happy in Hell—The Act of
God—Keir llardie on Christ—Blessed be ye Poor—Converted

Infidels—Mrs. Booth’s

Ghost—Talmage on the Bible—Mrs.

Besant on Death and After—The Poets and Liberal Theology—
Christianity and Labor— Duelling—An Easter Egg for Christians
—Down among the Dead Men—Smirching a Hero—Kit Marlowe
and Jesus Christ—Jehovah the Ripper—The Parson’s Living

Wage—Did Bradlaugh Backslide ?— Frederic

Harrison on

Atheism—Save the Bible 1—Forgive and Forget—The Star of
Bethlehem—The Great Ghost—Atheism and the French Revolu-
tion—Piggottism—Jesus at the Derby—Atheist Murderers—A
Religion for Eunuchs— Rose-Water Religion.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Works by Colonel R. G. IngersolL

Some Mistakes of Moses.
The only complete edition in
England. Accurate as Co-
lenso, and fascinating as_a
novel. 132 pp., is.; superior
paper, cloth, is. 6d.

Defence of Freetiiought.
A Five Hours’ Speech at the
Trial of C. B. Reynolds for
Blasphemy. 6d.

Shakespeare. 6d.

The Gods. 6d.

Tiie Holy Bible. 6d.

Reply to Gladstone. With
a Biography byJ. M. Wheeler.
4d

A Reply
4d.

Rom.e or Reason ?
to Cardinal Manning.

Crimes against Criminals.
3d.

O ration on Walt W hitman.
3d.

Oration on Voltaire. 3d.
Abraham Lincoln. 3d.
Paine the Pioneer. 2d.
Humanity’'s Debt to T homas

Paine. 2d.
Ernest Renan -and Jesus
Christ. 2d.

T rue Religion. 2d.
T hree Philanthropists.
Love the Redeemer. 2d.

2d.

London :

Superstition. 6d.

Is Suicide a Sin? 2d.
Last W ords on Suicide.
God and the State. 2d.

2d.

Why am | an Agnostic?
Part I. 2d.

Why am | an Agnostic?
Part 1l. 2d.

Faith and Fact. Reply to
Dr. Field. 2d.

God and Man. Second reply
to Dr. Field. 2d.

T he Dying Creed. 2d.

The Limits of Toleration.
A Discussion with the Hon.
F. D. Coudert and Gov. S. L.
Woodford. 2d.

Household of Faith. 2d.

Art and Morality. 2d.
Do | Blaspheme ? 2d.
The Clergy and Common

Sense. 2d.
Social Salvation. 2d.
Marriage and Divorce.
Skulls. 2d.
The Great Mistake, id.
Live Topics, id.
Myth and Miracle, id.
Real Blasphemy, id.
Repairing the ldols, id.
Christ and Miracles, id.
Creedsand Spirituality, id.

2d.

R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.



448

Now Ready, stout paper covers, is.; cloth, 2s.

THE

BOOK OF GOD

In the Light of the Higher Criticism.
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By G. W. FOOTE.
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thought— Morals and Manners— Political and Social Progress
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most novels.”—Literary Guide.
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