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W hat is Religion ?
-----*-----

1 'c‘lri Kr(.(. p"Yefed by C olon el R. G. Ingersoll before the 
* is a e"S>ous Association at Boston, June 2, 1899.]
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world, how can we account for cyclones, earthquakes, 
pestilence, and famine?

How can we account for cancers, for microbes, for 
diphtheria, and the thousand diseases that prey on 
infancy ?

How can we account for the wild beasts that devour 
human beings, for the fanged serpents whose bite is 
death ?

How can we account for a world where life feeds on 
life?

W ere beak and claw, tooth and fang, invented and 
produced by infinite mercy ?

Did infinite goodness fashion the wings of the eagles 
so that their fleeing prey could be overtaken ?

Did infinite goodness create the beasts of prey with 
the intention that they should devour the Weak and 
helpless ?

Did infinite goodness create the countless worthless 
living things that breed within and feed upon the flesh 
of higher forms ?

Did infinite wisdom intentionally produce the micro­
scopic beasts that feed upon the optic nerve ?

Think of blinding a man to satisfy the appetite of a 
microbe !

Think of life feeding on life ! Think of the victims ! 
Think of the Niagara of blood pouring over the precipice 
of cruelty !

In view of these facts, what, after all, is religion ?
It is fear.
Fear builds the altar and offers the sacrifice.
Fear erects the cathedral and bows the head of mail 

in worship.
Fear bends the knees and utters the prayer.
Fear pretends to love.
Religion teaches the slave virtues— obedience,humility, 

self-denial, forgiveness, non-resistance.
Lips, religious and fearful, tremblingly repeat this 

passage: “ Though he slay me, yet will I trust him.” 
This is the abyss of degradation.

Religion does not teach self-reliance, independence, 
manliness, courage, self-defence. Religion makes God 
a master and man his serf. The master cannot be great 
enough to make slavery sweet.

If this God exists, how do we know that he is good ? 
How can we prove that he is merciful— that he cares 
for the children of men? If this God exists, he has on 
many occasions seen millions of his poor children 
ploughing the fields, sowing and planting the grain ; 
and when he saw them he knew that they depended on 
the expected crop for life ; and yet this good God, this 
merciful being, withheld the rain. He caused the sun 
to rise, to steal all moisture from the land, but gave no 
rain. He saw the seeds that man had planted wither 
and perish, but he sent no rain. He saw the people 
look with sad eyes upon the barren earth, and he sent 
no rain. He saw them slowly devour the little that they 
had, and saw them when the days of hunger came, saw 
them slowly waste away, saw their hungry, sunken eyes, 
heard their prayers, saw them devour the miserable 
animals that they had, saw fathers and mothers insane 
with hunger kill and eat their shrivelled babes, and yet 
the heaven above them was as brass and the earth 
beneath as iron, and he sent no rain. Can we say that 
in the heart of this God there blossomed the flower of 
pity ? Can we say that he cared for the children of 
men ? Can we say that his mercy endureth for ever ?

Do we prove that this God is good because he sends 
the cycloVie that wrecks villages and covers the fields 
with the mangled bodies of fathers, mothers, and babes . 
Do we prove his goodness by showing that he has
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opened the earth and swallowed thousands of his help­
less children, or that with the volcanoes he has over­
whelmed them with rivers of fire ? Can we infer the 
goodness of God from the facts that we know ?

If these calamities did not happen, would we suspect 
that God cared nothing for human beings ? If there 
were no famine, no pestilence, no cyclone, no earth­
quake, would we think that God is not good ?

According" to the theologians, God did not make all 
men alike. He made races differing in intelligence, 
stature, and color. W as there goodness, was there 
wisdom in this?

(  To be continued.)

Nature and God.
Through Nature to God. By J o h n  F is k e . (London : Macmillan 

& Co.)
III.

( Concluded from page 418.)
W e put it to Mr. Fiske that the God whose method of 
evolution is “ the pitiless destruction of all individuals 
that fall short of a certain degree of fitness ” is himself 
the creator of the unfit who are thus mercilessly elimi­
nated. Is he to receive credit for the fit and no discredit 
for the unfit ? W hy did God create the unfit at all ? 
That he could have done otherwise is proved by the fact 
that he created the fit. Even if a certain amount of trial 
is necessary to the higher development of character, 
might not God have started the process at a point 
where the clumsy and brutal method of famine and 
slaughter was no longer needed ? The author of E vil 
and Evolution perceives the force of this question. Ac­
cordingly he argues that all maladjustments— and it is 
upon these that natural selection operates— arc caused 
in some mysterious way by Satan. Mr. Fiske, however, 
contends that the divine method is not clumsy and brutal. 
But there is a singular looseness in his logic ; for, in­
stead of attempting to vindicate the method, he expatiates 
upon the high value of certain of its results ; as though 
the rule of doing evil that good may come, which is con­
demned in human morality, becomes not only permis­
sible but glorious in the ethics of divinity.

Mr. Fiske’s argument is as follows. There came a 
time in the history of the evolution of life when natural 
selection operated through “ psychical variations, to the 
comparative neglect of physical variations,”  and this 
was “ the opening of a new and greater act in the drama 
of creation.” Man then decisively appeared, and thence­
forth there was to be very little alteration in his bodily 
structure, but endless alteration in his brain— or, as Mr. 
Fiske and other Theists prefer to say, in his intelligence 
and character. Now the central fact in the genesis of a 
real Humanity is “ the increased duration of human 
infancy.” This led to a real Maternity, and that to a 
real Paternity ; and these are the great germ-causes of 
all morality and civilisation. On the whole, therefore, 
Mr. Fiske feels entitled to say that the ultimate goal of 
the world-process is “ the perfecting of human character.” 
God is slowly, but surely, bringing man into his own 
divine likeness. He did not make him so straight away, 
as the book of Genesis declares, but has been engaged 
in the operation for myriads of years, and is still very 
far from having brought it to completion.

Now we venture to think that such a reading of the 
“ cosmical purpose” could only be prompted by human 
vanity. It reminds us of La Fontaine’s fable of the lion 
and the picture. The painter had drawn a battle between 
a lion and a man, in which the king of the forest was 
ignominiously defeated ; but a lion who walked in and 
had a look at the picture said it was very fine, but the 
catastrophe would have been different it lions could 
paint.

Mr. Fiske admits that “ nine-tenths of our planet’s 
life-history had passed away without achieving any 
higher^ result ”  than the “ horrible brutes ” of the 
Jurassic period :—

Drag-ons of the prime,
That tare each other in their slime.

But the “ mills of God grind slowly,” and who shall 
hurry the master of eternity? He will come out all 
right at the finish, and Mr. Fiske already catches the

most reassuring glimpses of his ultimate triurnp ^ t.: 
was it not Huxley who said that at this r.?̂ gjy to  ̂
earth is cooling down, the perfected man is 1* - 
a perfected Esquimaux ? ^

W e quite agree with Mr. Fiske as to 
importance of the prolonged infancy °f_ j toI' 
species. But what is it owing to ? îrn̂  to  ̂
growth of human intelligence ; in other 'v° ’|s p:
increased complexity of the human brain.  ̂
almost be described as the social result 0 ^  p
This does not mean that a very intellect■ 
necessarily very moral. It means that into j ¡nt -
the conditions in which morality developes-. ,eCi¡ffc 
long run Socrates was profoundly right 111 ^  
that wisdom and virtue are identical- aSpect 
identical in this sense, that virtue is j10 ^  gro"1 
wisdom. The primary thing, therefore, lS . of ' ■ 
of intellect— that is to say, the develop111 ^ili  ̂
brain ; and this is a perfectly mechanic» i.- 
natural selection. There is a moral ele juiP' 
result, but there is none in the process- It ^  
selection operates through life and de? ’ - “  
out the unfit- those who cannot go _̂e, p1̂ ’]
it goes on K illin g  out tne unni evu- teCtio“’ a 
is doubly and trebly veiled ; for sexual se ^  j# ' 
social election, are after all but forms that. 
selection ; and it makes no real djffeo^. )ate;ifr‘- 
unfit individual is kept alive, if lie is e11 eapn? 7  
the race by the difficulty of begetting °r ^  Jitf3 
spring. The great essential fact is, tha ,
loaded against him in the game of existenc^ is J j:.'

From the ethical p o in to f  view, prog 
race. There are many starters, and a *- . e
goal, one taking the first prize, another^

ol
dead or dying ; he bids us look at those '

an
another the third, and the rest gaining  ̂ the 
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ing continues, though in forms of g , yjr. * 
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Juggle as he may, the Theist cannot J11̂  flt 
of God to men. And he knows it.

h;a ;d re-i d v̂1 * ° ̂  the she,ter of “ mystery.
creation. * j .p.0,nt.c  ̂out> the mystery is t,
theory and th* Vmply  t!le contradiction b „ .
m y s te r y !  t he facts- To the Atheist i f  
“ There’* “ rtf® matter’ Evil is as natural othinp- irood or but thJnk;ng■ "* - iii- j

in-

11S. i n #There’s nothing good or ill but 
Evil and good are how things affec ^ Ĉr 
as the proverb says, one man’s me» ^ eet ^  r-v. 
poison. A mild Hindu may go out an ¡ii7
tiger, and the survival of the fittest, 11 ^
mean that the tiger goes home with 7
him. And perhaps the repleted tiger  ̂ yge| in tfl1' • 
a full and highly-relished meal, [T j 
way some stirrings of that sense ot t 
the religionist so often experiences, c'  e|se’s 
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After all, Mr. Fiske leaves the “ e0ioS^ gp ' V  
where he found it. The orthodox c\eaycoQc\ !■• 
that the “ mystery of pain” will w is ji, 
sweet by-and-byc. When his tioU- uo |V|'

have still to wait for its veri *6%
” i11 a VV*V IlUYV ,11111 tv IV Ull. iv/l --  - -

precisely the same in Mr. Fiske’s c‘l r̂ litflf’. m 
on the future tense. In “ the fulness pr0vî c Jefyi. 
own time,” Evolution will vindicate 
“ triumphant chorus of Humanity ln*n ]̂ ^¡th ' jjen1". 
— which we take to be on a logical ?v̂ 0ssioii .$ fipl1'. 
of the clergyman who terminated a J „ get ' f A y  'j. 
waxing too dangerous by exclairning>.ste[ic® yjc*‘ jji' 

Mr. Fiske’s arguments about tuc ' .
about Immortality are not likely 111 \V'iS . 
anyone who is not already a believe • . j  at1 ¡if 
that the human “ soul ” — nothing ^ e f, " 
of animals— is not an aspect of 11 ‘
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'••ieenph ,'.asser(:s that there is “ no such equivalence 
 ̂ as i 3Si,Cal ôrccs and the phenomena of conscious- 
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'Pfesjnt • S ôri Mr. Fiske presumes too much on 
-•¡^¡ni^orance. W hile rebuking the Materialist 

eS| and ?• fb.a': matter and mind are not separate 
/'sParitv the Materialist consider their abso-

v®nd“a '' ac confesses that in the luminiferous ether 
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after millennium, to "gross intellectual blunders and 
monstrous superstitions. A psychological type is thus 
bred, and may be almost indefinitely perpetuated, if the 
opposite type is only crushed out in every generation, 
and if the prevalent type is not inconsistent with 
the continuance of the species. That is to say, man 
can go on doing himself all sorts of injury— mental 
and moral as well as physical— as long as he does not 
carry it to the length of self-destruction. W e see 
this in individuals, we see it in nations, and we see 
it in history. Mr. Fiske’s argument amounts to this, 
therefore, that man must be wise if he does not perish 
of his folly. And just as he “ proves ” the probability 
of a future life, he might “ prove ” the reality of witch­
craft or any other superstition which has been long-lived 
and almost universal.

It appears to us that the whole question lies in a nut­
shell. Is the Theism of Mr. Fiske, and others who try 
to press evolution into the service of religion, a develop­
ment or a retrocession ? Is its God an essence or a- 
residuum ? For our part, we should say that this deity 
is what is left when all the definite gods of the Pantheon 
are broken to pieces and ground to powder ; namely, 
the abstract form and the general designation. A bubble 
is blown with real soapsuds, but it grows ever thinner 
and more transparent, and is perhaps most beautiful 
when it is at the very point of breaking. But the beauty 
does not save it. It breaks and disappears.

W e read in Homer of the patient wife of Ulysses, who- 
baffled her suitors during his long wanderings in strange 
lands, by weaving a garment all day and ravelling it at 
night. When it was finished she was to admit that the 
wanderer was dead, and choose one of her suitors for 
her second husband. But the garment was never 
finished, and the devoted wife kept on spinning till 
the man of her heart returned. She must, however, 
have had the idea of that unfinished garment impressed 
almost indelibly upon her brain. And is it wonderful 
that man is in this respect like Penelope ? Through 
countless ages he has been making gods and destroy­
ing them. He is now the victim of his past creative 
energy, and is haunted by his own conception. The 
idea of God is branded into him, but will it not vanish 
in the course of time, since he no longer makes new 
gods, but merely worships the old ones inherited from 
his ancestors? G. W . F o o t e .

Protestant Egotism .

C h r i s t i a n i t y  is presented to the world as a religion 
of love, and yet amongst its principal exponents 
a feeling very much akin to hatred is frequently 
supreme when they come in contact with those who 
fail to agree with them in their theological opinions. 
Jesus is reported to have said : “ By this shall all men 
know that ye are my disciples, if ye love one another.” 
If the manifestation of affection towards each other is 
to be taken as evidence of discipleship, then it is clear, 
according to the history of thc Christian faith, that 
Christ has had very few genuine disciples. For, from 
the very inception of the Christian religion, its leading 
advocates have shown, to put it mildly, a marked lack 
of love not only towards those who rejected their 
opinions, but also towards those who shared their faith. 
Even the New Testament records that contentions, lying, 
and indignation were indulged in by the early followers 
of Christ. Those of our readers who have studied the 
history of Christianity will know how the same course 
of conduct has been followed during thc various stages 
of its development.

O f course Protestants will agree with us in attributing 
to the Roman Catholic Church all the vices it is possible 
to conceive, but they are egotistical enough to allege 
that similar vices cannot be urged against them. In 
this they are mistaken, for, while not attempting to 
palliate the crimes of Roman Catholicism, we are not 
oblivious of thc fact that Protestants have been guilty 
of treating not only heretics, but those of their own 
faith, with the severest cruelty and injustice. Love and 
harmony have too often been conspicuously absent in 
their dealings with their co-religionists. Even the 

! orthodox Dr. Dick, in his Philosophy o f Religion,
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deplores the “ many boisterous and malignant dis­
putes which have taken place between Calvinists and 
Arminians, Episcopalians, Presbyterians, Independents, 
and Methodists, respecting the speculative points in 
which they disagree.” And he adds: “ There is a 
prevailing disposition in one religious party to speak 
evil of another; and it appears, in many instances, to 
afford a degree of satisfaction when one party can lay 
hold of the inadvertencies of another denomination, or 
even of the imprudence of a single individual, in order 
to asperse the character of the whole body, and to hold 
it up to general contempt. Even among Christians 
belonging to the same religious society, how often do 
we behold a display of bitter envyings, contentious dis­
positions, and malignant passions ” (p. 367).

Surely Christ’s love-test of discipleship is not visible 
in the instances he referred to, any more than it is in 
numerous other cases which we have not space here to 
go into at any length. Both Luther and Calvin indicated 
their hatred to their Roman Catholic brethren in a most 
unmistakable manner. The latter prayed to God that 
“ the bloodthirsty Catholics may be sent down to hell 
and there burn for ever.”  No one would, we presume, 
be foolish enough to regard the Protestant Star Chamber 
as a monument of love ; any more than the conduct of 
the English Independents towards the Quakers in 
Am erica; the prosecutions carried on by the reformed 
clergy in Scotland in 1646 ; the scenes in Barbadoes 
and Demerara not many years since; the religious 
persecutions in Switzerland ; and, subsequently, in 
Dorsetshire in England. But, as Dr. Dick observes : 
“ W e need not go back even to the distance of half a 
century in order to find instances of religious intolerance 
among Protestant communities and churches ; our own 
times unhappily furnish too many examples of a bigoted, 
intolerant, and persecuting spirit.” The brutal treat­
ment which Freethinkers have received from pious 
Protestants during the lifetime of the present writer 
fully bears out the indictment made by the Christian 
writer above quoted. Thus, then, the spirit of persecu­
tion and hatred has been an active force both among 
Catholics and Protestants. The manifestation of cruelty 
and injustice has only been a question of degree. The 
Freethinkers of to-day are hated by the more devout 
orthodox Protestants, but fortunately the secular spirit 
of the age compels them to keep their evil passion in 
subjection. It is a fact beyond doubt that the egotis­
tical claim of Protestants, that they have more love for 
their fellows than have the Roman Catholics, is utterly 
fallacious. Given the power to exercise their fanatical 
religious propensities, and they would still be stern 
opponents of the exercise of that freedom of thought 
which it is our pride and duty as Secularists to 
defend.

But the egotism of Protestants is not confined to 
conduct towards their fellow-men ; it extends to 
the domain of their respective religious belief. They 
denounce, in the strongest terms possible, the religion 
of the Catholic Church, designating it as false, absurd, 
and blasphemous. During the recent May meetings 
in Exeter Hall, Archdeacon Taylor said “ that Roman­
ism was debased Christianism.” It is not our intention 
to attempt to defend either the Catholic or the Protestant 
view of religion. From the standpoint of reason they 
are both thoroughly absurd ; but, from a theological 
standpoint, Catholicism appears to us to be the more 
consistent. Still, the Archdeacon should remember that 
Catholics teach, in common with Protestants,that “ with­
out faith it is impossible to please G od” (Hebrews iii. 6). 
They find the Apostle exhorting them : “ Above all things, 
taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to 
quench the fiery darts of the wicked ” (Ephesians vi. 16).
I his faith is required, not simply in essential and funda­
mental doctrines, but in every doctrine of revelation. 
Christ told his Apostles to “ Preach the Gospel,” adding, 
“ He that believeth, and is baptised, shall be saved ; but 
he that believeth not shall be damned ” (Mark xvi. 16). 
Moreover, faith, we are told, is one. “ There is,” says the 
Apostle, “ one Lord, one faith, one baptism” (Ephesians 
iv. 5). Hence the Catholic Church assumes that there 
can be but one system of religion. And that one they 
possess, as taught by Christ, and guaranteed by him to 
be kept pure when he promised his disciples to be with 
them, even unto the end of the world. His disciples are 
represented by the Church, which is supposed to be

the legitimate successor of the Apostles, ano":. 
appointed by Christ to determine what is tru c0Dfiii ■ 
is heresy. Hence, when divisions arise, a s#ccfŜ 
doctrines are mooted, the Pope, acting aS entati'e' 
of the Apostles, and the legitimate rePre ffeS af* 
Christ, at once announces how certain Pasi>t° \¡t i-:: 
be understood, and in what sense they 
preted, which decision must be accepted» aSSUir,í- 
of everlasting misery. This authority 1 ,ollld  ̂
virtue of the promise of Christ, that he &
the Church until the end of the world, 11 ^ j  of 
error in interpretation on the part of «ie 
Church is thought to be impossible.  ̂ 1 n frojj ■■ 
the Church and of the Fathers, handed 
time of the Apostles, together with tnüC0(¿gí 
and his Apostles said which is not rCh i°arr,V. 
gospels, assist materially the Catholic Gnu .
at a correct conclusion on any point 0 othefta' 
John (xxi. 25) says : “ There are also ma L  ^ 
which Jesus did, the which, if they s*10̂  its£¡¡'y 
every one, I suppose that even the vV°vr¡ttei)' f_,- 
not contain the books which should 
then, in the Acts, it is said that Chris > fort) 4
fixion, was among his disciples convers c*. ¡.1
“ of the things pertaining to the Kt°& wellf  j t  
And as much of what was then f aic” . t0 b£ : 
truths uttered on other occasions, is n° refer> ^  
the New Testament, the Catholic Chur^aI1y imp1 
unwritten word for information on so ^
subjects. h¡ch ^

Here we have the foundation uP°n 
ings of the Catholic Church are baS sUbstail.̂  v-:
the doctrines of the real presence, 1 . ovV̂  to V p

penance, and purgatory may easily be * tl>e 
absurd from a reasonable standpoint, nt d*> j 
be said with equal truth of many j eoce>
O f this we have often given ample ®V1 ^ccor^jllf 
prepared to do so again if required. at “e»1, Í. ’

of iCatholic Church, all doubts m aybe aflU M ., 
plexities avoided, all schism prevente ’ ¡siofls 
by placing an implicit faith in the .bicf1o y  p la c in g  a n  im p lic it  la n n  —  , j  \v>“
Church, and subduing individual th°uIt co^1 
leads to heresy, and incurs the »farlT1 ¡ble
of eternal punishments. It is 
united and consistent Church bas1
—----- ----  ------------  1 1 *f \\Í o
principles. Just as easy would it rensÔ  j>;: . 
water, as to harmonise in d e p e n d e n c6 
humiliating theology of the Bible. ve 
Catholic Church, which undertakes . e chr|S (ViiK 
from thinking, and still remain with1« 
and you are on a mental sea of c - * e

f i t

are at th£l
screw, rudder, sail, or anchor ; y ° u ‘V jj ce- 
every wind of doctrine or wave o fp r J s t'v’° Lifl'K

W ith all its egotism, Protestantism
inconsistencies. The first is a va .^llib1 jt,'; 
sects, each taking the same alle f f o i  K k ; ;  
a guide. The second is the h o "* ¡„s P ŝS^y
directed against anyone who aPP1,e ¡v-ei' 
ment to the interpretation of anXqth thel̂  V .|);y 
number of passages in the Bible. nts, , oft. 
love of private judgment, Protes ‘ „Jen  ̂
sistent, should welcome every 111 jtlsteil ray ̂  , 
and encourage all honest inquiry- 
no sooner does a man exhibit tl 
gained through the adoption ot Prl ‘ a,id ,[1 _ciaJl' :' 
a discordant howl is set up of .heresy v0jd s $ 
penance must follow if he wish  ̂ a a ^ v' J  
brium and ecclesiastical censure. 
he disbelieves the popular theol^ ckerX’|1 efy 
forms seem absurd, its worship a %vill11 
reasonless and heartless, and tha j tbe $ 
self. Let him declare himselt thus» < 
hypocrite is closed against him > pit)' 
imbecile are thrown at him, and ~rn at mm, <xi \ w

Thus Protestant ,lC t
imP1' terP f/,!

P i
extended to him.
essential requisite of all theology.'''^
Bible as explained by its app01 nSiste'Lji,it) ![-. 
driven to what to them is the 111 \\P‘
judgment in order to repudiate e ' ,,L
Catholic Church ; and then, assU uteS 
it denounces, defames, and pevtims °[ fenP^ 
their consistency, become the vi  ̂^  b1- .tf' 
originated in fanaticism, and wh*c s '
by delusion and fraud.
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Wh ere were the Israelites?
kas bggrt i , " * 1
dates f0 S , Vn 'n a former paper, the Bible gives 

^Havln^p Exodus— viz., b . c . 1643 and b . c . 1497.
■ Jears  ̂ we are told, the Israelites spent
s»s, therWfander'n& in the wilderness of S in a i; it 

6 °re’ dlat wc have also two Biblical dates
.''land
V

e,ntrani
B'C.

,a cent

ce of that people into Canaan— viz., b . c. 
I457- In each of these years, divided by 

ivjnp. ‘Bry and a half, the Hebrews are represented5 ClnPfr.,1 . . -
the s 6. J’alestine under a great leader named 
a- vior.” otherwise Joshua, and during the 

years they are stated to have con-
-’‘or,

:t?i an Ŝ Ven
¡̂tants .m,£ reat part exterminated, the original 

’ Anally, to have portioned out the con- 
:11 alist themselves. In Joshua xii. 7-24 is
5'6 been ^Tty-one kings of Canaan who are said 
? eî rom j ated by the Israelites, whose territories 

■ M̂ clud; jC'3an°n in the north to Mount Seir in the 
^ ah 'n̂  dle bill country.......the lowland

Hie wC V^d the slopes and the wilderness ”•— in
.. . - liav , --------  These kings are further
■ .!ltes> Hivit °6en Pittites, Amorites, Canaanites, 

V Seehow el ’ an<d Jobusites. It will be interest-
p, real u; , aese statements accord with what we 
"Qrn p.;,,* bistory.

i j '°numental inscriptions we learn that 
tn°i.' alostine and of a great part of Syria

1630 to 1200 B .C .,Mhai6 datesEf ypt from about -  ----------- J
these are somewhat uncertain. W e learn 

ijcjj11 yokePu°P'e °^ en attempted to throw off the 
’ bat were as often reconquered and

vC C°Ul
H ,N  t!

,a&ain
*er. to subjection. The'HiUites, during this 
."'-a great and powerful nation and

^betw een Lebanon and the ^ a t e ^
. . j u r i e s  assisted the nations of Canaa
'■ 54 ,, 'kryptian denomination.

■ •m°unt;C lanSor pUntainous districts 01 raiestine ; tn 
.'V !^ yea aaaanites> tlle lowlands and the coast.

The Amorites 
of Palestine the

'•Uh « j Cîîl* iZ — y IO vv luuuo auw lii  ̂ woujki
•lios e *iHo nnÎn''OB,c‘ Thothmes I. marched through 

' tk.  ̂ rtllern Swtno onr1 Affn/'fArl tUo ortnnnocf
c  ?•

®rn Syria, and effected the conquest 
‘‘'Vi biblical 1 tb's bnie, according to the earlier 

; Ke'kfness ,Cates> the Israelites were wandering 
that theV^r ’ therefore, it is not a matter of 
aHd kny dld not come in contact with the 

\ijt' evv nothing of what was taking place, “(J y
iL̂ Pprl°Phis ^ ‘■ yiaterThothmes III.,in the twenty- 
. revolt^n’ eatered Caanan with a large army 

. Es* W.b'cb bad been stirred up by the 
^ g^ 'tiQ n  f/Ptmn king, marching northward,
l  i<Wlrtl in tp,  ̂bcenicians, Amorites, and Hittites 

f)fc' Miicu Vabey of Megiddo. A great battle 
H' to ' • at len<ruS obstinately contested on both 

ch A ,V* 'vav  ̂ ,  the confederate princes were 
^4 pf̂ t.hrries'cr̂ : a?7  battles and sieges followed,

l
V  hg '̂Hces ,fained fourteen victories ; but all the 
h 'asted Cre not completely subjugated until 

; i V i e C r P ?u6nteen y^ rs. The question now 
ii- thl° bbe ,.le Israelites during this period? 

C a ^ ' e r  Biblical date, they had exter- 
X S  t]. .CSand occupied their cities. How 

Am . °thmes found only Hittites,
"'rlh'tL r̂eat'in°rit.es’ and these both great in 

j'iw e higyp,. nilght ? Further, the cities cap-
■ 'iJ0h’Bw manvnL W®ire scattered throughout the 

; ^ aeen 01 them were in districts that are 
‘«I .¡Nli • Qdesh, tbe Israebtes- Among
h lSsa^th^hinneVmtr°.m’ and Hazor, in the territory 
,V k 5 t , ai and g- u ln tba*- Zebulun ; Shunem, 
v V ' Mti,. ^ egic1ri within the portion allotted
N  j J 0> < t  l O> Taanach, Ibleam, Ophrah, and 

banPa' SharnCt'uP-|ed by Manasseh in Palestine
' 0̂ » 1,’ a * a n d  I.a i«B  cïfnnl-Arl w it h in  th e........  Up0 ‘ i n' *jeermi ’ ani  ̂ Laish, situated within the 
"Vi îthl Ĉ b-Anmi and Gibeah, in the territory of 

the d i.,a- within that of Judah; and 
v1 Cntotkanaanitisin.ct allotted to Asher. All these 
'Av,Npr! i ‘me th »Hbabitants. It is certain, then, 
f , k  \ ' 5  and C- Sraelites had not entered Canaan 

of '.n great part exterminated, the 
nis u . ’e land, as recorded in the book‘• s ■>* b,

'on

 ̂ De, n r .....as re c o ra c a  in m e  hook
vvarr¡^ tbe case, where were these irre- 
is th-urS-'J only answer we have

c given by the editor of the Rock,

who states (as previously quoted) that “ at this time it 
can be shown that the Israelites were wandering in the 
wilderness on their way from Egypt to Palestine but 
this apologist does not attempt to show what he says 
“ can be shown,” and for the best of all reasons. How­
ever, not to press the question, we will pass to about a 
century or so later, and give the Hebrew invaders 
time to firmly establish themselves in the Canaanitish 
cities.

From the tablets of Tell-el-Amarna (about 1500-1450 
b.c.) we learn that Syria and Palestine, though in a some­
what unsettled state, were still subject to Egypt. Among 
the dispatches is one from the king of Babylonia, in 
which he tells the king of Egypt that in his father’s 
reign the nations of Canaan applied to Babylon to 
assist them in throwing off the Egypian yoke, but 
were refused. In a letter from the king of Jerusalem 
the writer informs the Egyptian monarch that he had 
paid .the tribute exacted of him, and had not been speak­
ing treason, as his enemies had reported. He also says 
that certain confederate princes (Khabiri) were stirring 
up rebellion in the district between Jerusalem and the 
Mediterranean, and that the Egyptian governor of Gaza 
had taken no steps to suppress the lawlessness. Further, 
among the cities mentioned in these tablets are Gezer, 
Hazor, Jerusalem, Lachish, and Megiddo, which in the 
book of Joshua are stated to have been captured by the 
Israelites, but which were certainly not then in the pos­
session of that people. From these and other letters 
and dispatches it becomes clearly evident that the 
Hebrew tribes had not yet entered Palestine. The 
question, therefore, again arises: W here was this nation 
of mighty conquerors at this time ? “ Oh,”  say some of
our Bible reconcilers, “ the Hebrews were the Khabiri. 
They had completed their forty years’ wanderings, and 
were now about to commence the conquest of Canaan.” 
Very well, we will pass on to about half a century later.

About 1400 b . c . the Egyptian monarch, Seti I., over­
ran the whole of Palestine, and brought that country 
again under Egyptian rule. This done, he concluded a 
treaty of peace with Mautnur, the king of the Hittites, 
the latter engaging not to molest the reconquered pro­
vinces, and not to encourage their people in rebellion 
against Egypt. From these facts it is evident that the 
Israelites had not yet taken possession of Canaan, 
though, according to both Biblical dates, they had 
exterminated the original inhabitants and resided in 
their cities. It is, therefore, necessary again to ask : 
Where were these Semitic exterminators ? To this ques­
tion there appears to be but one answ er: they were 
wandering in the wilderness. W e will, therefore, pass 
on to the son and successor of Seti— namely, Rameses 
II., who reigned for sixty-seven years.

Upon the death of Seti nearly all the provinces of 
Western Asia, including Palestine, revolted from the 
authority of Egypt. To put down this rebellion 
Rameses raised an immense army and came into 
Canaan. After subjugating that country he crossed 
the Lebanon and advanced against Kadesh, a strong­
hold of the Hittites on the River Orontcs. Here the 
Egyptians fell into an ambush. The Hittites and 
Amorites bore down upon them, and cut many to 
pieces. Rameses was separated from the main body 
of his army, and to rejoin it hewed his way almost 
single-handed through the ranks of the enemy. The 
battle lasted all day, leaving the result doubtful. Next 
day it was renewed, and Rameses gained a great victory. 
A long struggle ensued, which lasted for many years, 
until at length the Egyptian king was glad to come to 
terms with his Hittite antagonist. A treaty of peace 
was concluded (about b.c. 1350) which was ratified by 
the marriage of Rameses with the daughter of “ the 
great king of the Hittites, Khita-sir, the powerful.” In 
the Hittites the people inhabiting Canaan had a great 
and potent ally, whom the Hebrews would have to van­
quish before they cpuld take possession of the land ; 
they would also have to reckon with the king of Egypt 
to whom Canaan was tributary— each a task utterly 
beyond the power of a few tribes of shepherds. During 
these wars an enormous number of captives was taken 
and carried to Egypt, where they were probably set to 
brick-making. Among the cities captured by Rameses 
were Merom and Salem, and “ Tabor in the land of the 
Amorites,” which, according to the Bible .accounts, were 
occupied by the Israelites ; but that nation hiicj not as
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yet appeared. It, therefore, once more becomes neces­
sary to ask : Where were those alleged conquerors of 
Canaan at this time ? The reply to this question must 
be— they were wandering in the desert of Sinai. W e 
will, therefore, come to the next reign, that of Merenptah 
I., son of the great Rameses.

In the days of this monarch a number of combined 
nations, headed by the king of Libya, attempted the 
invasion of Egypt, but were repelled by Merenptah, 
who, after making about 9,000 prisoners, followed up 
his victory by subjugating all the Syrian cities and 
provinces that had cast off the Egyptian yoke, including 
Yanuhand Pa-kanana, in the neighborhood of Tyre, and 
Jezreel, a city of the Hebrew tribe of Ephraim. Once 
more,- then, the question arises: W here were the 
Israelites during this reign ? The answer, as given by 
the majority of Christian apologists (including Professor 
Rawlinson), is that they were wandering in the wilder­
ness. Accepting this statement— though the date is 
more than a century later than either of the Biblical 
dates of the Exodus— we will pass over three-quarters 
of a century, and come down to the time of Rameses III.

In the reign of this king (about 1230-1200 b. c.) a 
great confederacy of the kings of Western Asia and 
the islands of the Mediterranean over-ran Syria and 
Palestine, and pitched an immense camp in “ the land 
of the Amorites.” After plundering the inhabitants of 
Canaan right and left, they arrived at the frontiers of 
Egypt, which they commenced to attack both by sea 
and land. They were met by Rameses, who, by means 
of an ambush, threw their hosts into confusion, and, 
after immense slaughter, succeeded in driving their 
broken armies from the field. Rameses also put to 
flight the galleys that covered the sea on the Egyptian 
coast. Following up his double victory, the Egyptian 
king marched through Judea into Syria, and recon­
quered, one after the other, all the revolted provinces. 
This accomplished, he returned to Egypt with a large 
number of prisoners, including 38 kings or chieftains. 
O f the achievements of this Egyptian monarch Pro­
fessor Sayce says: “ Like Rameses II., he also claims 
the capture of ‘ the district of Jerusalem.’ But his list 
contains no reference to the name either of Judah or 
any other Israelitish tribe.” The Lord’s chosen people 
were unknown in Canaan ; they had not yet taken 
possession of that country. This fact is proved both 
by the absence of any mention of the Israelites in the 
Egyptian inscriptions, and by the complete silence of 
the Hebrew historical books respecting the Egyptian 
kings and their invasions. W ars and oppressions in 
connection with the Moabites, Midianites, Ammonites, 
and Philistines are recorded, but not a word is said 
about the country having been over-run by any of the 
Egyptian monarchs. The Israelites could not have 
dwelt in the land during the periods mentioned without 
being harassed, pillaged, subjugated, and put to tribute 
like the other inhabitants ; but, as just stated, there is 
not a single word in the Jewish sacred writings con­
cerning this long Egyptian domination, though, accord­
ing to the dates given in the Bible, the Hebrew tribes 
had, for two or three centuries, been occupiers of 
Canaan. The question, therefore, once more claims 
our attention : Where were the Israelites as late as 
1200 b.c. ? Is it necessary to seek far for an answer? 
These bands of ruthless slaughterers of women and 
children, and of babes and sucklings, were at this time 
wandering in the wilderness between Sinai and the 
south of Palestine.

There is a gap in Egyptian history of about two 
hundred years (b.c. 1200-1000), concerning which very 
little is known. As soon as our Christian apologists 
and Bible reconcilers fully recognise the fact that none 
of the reigns mentioned will serve them, they will doubt­
less cast to the winds the two Biblical dates for the 
Exodus and the conquest of Canaan, and coolly fix 
upon some portion of this unknown period for the 
occurrence of those legendary events. This is one of 
the usual Christian evidence methods. Meanwhile, the 
Israelites ought to begin to tire of their 400 years’ 
wandering in the wilderness without getting any nearer 
to the promised land, or to the people they were sent to 
exterminate. A bracadabra,

Tlip mainspring o f superstition is fear.—Spinoza.

Christianity; or, Mendicity and

licitfi

T he Christlike Christians of the Christiai 
Believed in their belief, nor worked lor JL j 
All faithful to the faith, their trades they ĵ d- 
The morrow scorned, and prayed for ®l 'u9|(ii 
They copied Christ; to labor gave tnein1 M ^ 
They therefore lived on faith in God--3' s|ir|ft 
These shiftless Christians hoped for j*n , ¿fill. 
By apeing Christ’s contempt for work ai ^

They never planned a scheme that ever jed; 
Nor died, unless they wished, nor even ‘ . c; 
For Christ had said to all that should e;ve 
“ Whate’er you ask in faith, you shall y 
So those that wished had merely once 
To live exempt from sickness and , , 0'fsifl'P1’1 
Like Christ, they strove, with simples 
To cultivate unreason and mendicity-

The Christians of-the present Christies* 
Believe but that which they believe w* 1 p0od, 
The payment might be gold, or rank, j_
Or minus-hell— whate’er they think 1 t>

j read>
We seek what most we like, or l e a s t j ead. 
The sage expects it now ; the fool, w 
A witting sacrifice of aught for n o u g ; 
Was never made, nor even can be ti °cCthe'1 
For what seems more, the saints ren 
The sinners show an equal selfishnc 
In selfish sacrifice we seek for bliss , . ,g . 
Renouncing this for that, or that lof ^
But, Christians all, in comfort or di
Are infidels to all that they profess , ¡eS; 
Their boasted creeds their ev’ry act 
And all, in name of Truth, engendc ^

The early Christians lacked the mean̂ |]eIi ŝ jj.
found by a* > ¡ie U

, ............. -  -rough to trust ^ ^
, are merely knaves eno K 
:r withered in a blind w ^ ^ ’jicit)!,

To-day these means are ,uu„- ,
Folk, then, were fools enough to ti sh3 
hoik, now, 1
The former w iuictu m ■----  ̂nicnall'"kitV
Content with ignorance and mere . c;ipae ■ 
The latter flourish through their S? j acK)! ’ 
For self-deception, humbug, and n ¡4aCk

G•

Acid Drops.
tl’d

edertf* „tTwo more Peculiar People have been 
on a charge of manslaughter. ^1 e“.~'snlui’ "j,teO'
Eleanor Norman, the former a potato s JauS ftif> 
are accused of causing the death 01 ,is5istal’ 
aged five years, by withholding medic . Qen  ̂M’,. 
whereby she died. They will be tried 3 ,,;ng 111 
Court. Of course they declare that c* .̂jj no , pif ... 
against their religious belief, but tin .ge'̂  V’’/
when they stand before a Christian |.,]rlsti:l1'j,cf 
England it is illegal to be a sincere  ̂bU;niili!)' 
fession of Christianity is almost nec j
ol it is regarded as a sure sign of lunacy ^

Mr. Foote’s open letter to Mr. Justl*£culiar 
Thomas George Senior, one of the i *- .. In 
months’ hard labor as a felon, 
thirteen thousand copies printed t°r I'y- . g ar« ^  
but some of the two thousand penny c (v|,0 c»
should be distributed by Freethinkers, . q

at M r. F order’s, 28 Stonecutter-street, -  -ji \

j . Scien'c°rti
The agitation against the Christian e be%i,/¡.V 

is spreading in America. Meeting iUash,[’La-i',t e,- 
York, Boston, Philadelphia, Chicag ’.,oW-c<l .S «1 
places, to protest against their being ¡ng Ik jiiK î; 
Opposition meetings, however, are jnd ‘Ljst“ 
tian Scientists, but they will proba tii,at 
suade the average Christian of to- <:
Science have any sort of relationship- K'jV

Intend»5!The rumpus in Belgium, which has
- - - - - is very

as they do the majority of voter®.!unstS1 
tegt with the utmost vehemence

i f

vich

street-fighting and barricades, is v&J pte$e? uy i'.1/ f  
the following figures. Owing toJ „ rese^eriefl^ y i 
seats, 930,000 Clerical voters arc rep .¿pyV;
while 980,000 Liberals, Socialists,Jl̂ lVsent  ̂ pety/ji'!;

ceC " - h ‘a (,.f\sented by only 40 Deputies, r nc r 'eeg; 
member of which is a Catholic,  ̂ 1,3s js^ViU. 
aggravate this injustice by a D,‘I cjVnatnte‘ jK# 
has actually received the King s.s S. ¿ b a n t)-y, ‘ 
that tlie leaders of the minority m .  ̂ t|,e
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unfit toIf they did not stand up for their rights, they
enjoy them

?n the Down Grade?” is the subject of letters
•C „Sn rUers In the July number of the 1 oung Man.

sees no sign of decadence, and knows no
:■ * thin, a northern race having decayed.” Mr. H. G.
Il'e ar is we have gone backward since the sixties.

he says, “ and far less violently vicious
!j ; Hian our fathers, possibly because we are more
' iinlv f. m,0re accustomed to the policeman ; we arc
'Ilticai r ess honest and far less capable of generous
: "the n . yct»ents.” Dean Farrar deplores the absence .1.1 ; SDinf

ÿ ? « » c " ar om-”
.. :<r 5„.0PP°rti

deplores
“ If,” he exclaims, " our age 

dauntless and far-sighted man !” 
Mr. AlbertSays‘thatU"Ity Por I'10 Dean himself!V’i..- of p.. .

‘ "'filers
u,i °f oiir ioXj We arc suffering from the fact that too 

. S tw J eaders. br.fi, fi,a o.„i _i:#-:—cwriter ~ers> both in the press and in politics, are 
and ii;S 5nd speakers, but they have lost their faith 

'. ‘°rd R0o„r 55011 Jesus Christ.” We suppose this is a hit 
.»Christian0̂  anc* Mr. John Morley. Mr. Spicer sighs 

■i c'uho sman like the late Mr. Gladstone. But 
f j C h & >  S1gh in vain, 
i r1fle to mllan statesmen.

lile Mr. Gladstone was the last 
No other public man will ever

Si

TH - — vim uuiv.1 m an win t v u
gone uC 1̂ *l0n ant  ̂ P°litics as did. The l*ime

f lê s ^ -----
■ ¡ ¿ e ciit°off'l,r̂ s a‘ IjCC went to Ilfracombe for a bathe, 
'■ '-tl, |lrriUlcd'|,( y  the tide. Unless help came, they were 

■ ' e “anger of drowning. Twelve of them
u prayed, but no help came . t\ie

n. - addressed themselves. One This was
iy a Bat a rock and wave a red garn ' Lee and 

Slit L 'ad °f fourteen, who ran all the way t o * £  By
boatmen, who rescued the v. ¿oth er ten

V w u7 ,Yerewaisthigh in water, and 111 an̂ cular
kave been washed out to sc . “ I3ra.vo thei '” 6 duu to « Providence.” It is a case of Bravo

S « > * h o o l  excursion to Pw llheli ended vc«7 ‘only 
¿ * « cursi0„ists got into a boat t'lat sl om 1 
S h ^ b t .  the result being that .t was svvampe 
; Dvcro drowned. Considering who they were,

¡dcñ “aVe evT ni,nisters accompanied the excursion, 
cc,’. • Pected more consideration on the part of

I t s .
patâ n toryrI 13?s, thc soul of the Rev. II. K. Simcox,

h ^ crks- .He protests that lie is not a 
\  Ct. e recroDfS 110 Ejection to the working classes 

^ re»Sê vtled 0nl0fIJ onTSunday, but he hates seeing the

M il
V Üreb,

It* ;i*10 Ij0riI’s Day by rich and leisured
cln,r !s one of the ways, he says, in which 

SyjĴ rch a, , to forget God —in other words, to 
Tathy the parson. Thc reverend gentleman

:, nltr i 5 ‘
J^Vlj^ing a -—
: of r d Persecuting the Birmingham Secular-

pî *jrse j 1 as tiu.vLntry has devoted his mental and moral 
- V S !  *orksyr rer to the Sunday trading question.

S|ii*1Ilk°llS soul f*S lardest himself on Sunday, but it 
‘ ‘ sWeets |°| tbink of shopkeepers selling news-

.¡htiScon Pfesid̂ (iLODacco’ ancI even meat, on that holy 
b.5 °kt ti ' ‘hoe.-.; ,a niceting of clergy at Birmingham, 

>tvc0m„ !® .»eluding some “ traders ”— was formed
fa,

ÛOn’ “b oumt uauv;i3 --vvao ivuu^u
e term,- s groat design. No doubt his lordship 
L"n Ur Or fl,n 15- . ■ , II I ‘e>’e

V lcw-

« S - .
°n th¿f- chc pirmingham 

1 Sunday lollipops.
kids.” He has

on accn*'ad to devote an “ Acid Drop ” to the 
-b'Jy fJ;u'ies 'p,Unt of its editorial nonsense about the 
tX tH  ¿Or to l°mson (“ B. V .”). We have now to 

bvU'b°U ofmi ^al>‘ rday Review. Noticing the«
: V  by ;v°n of ti " niu™ay
. Mr. n L Th°n,.son's

;lch «Pt
e — .. c principal poems, recently 

in: itvi'1» iiiirV.“1 yet ,,ra.m Dobell, it remarks that “ Mr. 
wHu?!.. -r ‘Cs tl);..- .ntten an ode to Satan ”— an expres- 
1; ,JI i'ktiii '011 We’. "  \I'e writer’s opinion, Thomson is 
i,.: \vhir|,rc 111 formed that Thomson “ rants 
rJO'ltM  fhat he r ' VC Presume is the “ culchawed ” 

"tr • I's >i'-'O'Vever'' ,‘?scnts from thc reviewer’s religion.
. ls tlu *0|1ie siolri 1la,t 1,10 ranting and blaspheming suk,. “ iiv - ...... .....................-yi.uiat thc f  wc should deny thc'"  ' 0,11o sickly skill.”  W hat we

. bostantivc, not thc adjective.

4^ Z ^ rvi.ew critic opines ^ . ^ o S T “
piece must be persons ” 11

"ntlv vVi.ay their con"',,' ,’ '','c V l  Wvin.i ,,beV -

t'UsUVicifued miece .... . . . of

. consciences and souls.” The 
T’?v;Cll, , U . urr>self to be the type of the 

V'l'th^ds ,My vCr.:'i.u abash his confidence to learn— 
S y  „-h o 7 'Bnorant tha

S C ô b ? d ’ leves

,lro„ C i a r l e

' ^  £

int— that amongst thc 
' Pprcciate Thomson ar.-^iuie i nomson are George 

Bliof D. Swinburne, and William 
’ when living, sent him a letter of

ay
Xeyiew

L

»lust be in the last stage of

degeneration to allow a scribbler like this, so incapable and 
so pretentious, to vomit his anonymous and impudent folly 
over a distinguished poet like James Thomson. There might 
be some excuse if the author of The City of Dreadful Night 
were only just challenging public criticism, for the common 
hacks of the press have nothing to guide what they are pleased 
to call their judgment at that stage ; but Thomson has been 
dead for nearly twenty years, and enough has been written 
about him by competent critics to save all but gratuitous and 
invincible idiots from such an exhibition as this Saturday 
Reviewer makes of himself.

The Daily News calmly refers to some Egyptian vases in 
the Latin Room of University College, London, which are 
supposed to date about 5,000 n.C. This is a thousand years 
before Jehovah (according to the Bible) manufactured the 
first man.

The capitalised value of the Tory Government’s new dole of 
f a y ,000 a year to the clergy amounts to three millions sterling. 
This is a direct endowment of the Church of England by 
parliament. Henceforth the Church’s apologists will find it 
difficult to play thc old game of pretending that it derives no 
money from the State.

Mr. Balfour gave the Nonconformists a shrewd thrust in 
the debate on this Clergy Relief Bill. He called their atten­
tion to the fact that all their churches and chapels are exempt 
from rates and taxes. To that extent the Dissenting Churches 
are all endowed by the State.

Henry Sutton, a young marine, only eighteen years of age, 
was on sentry-go at Forton Barracks, where he shot a lance- 
corporal named Alfred Valentine Davis. The jury found him 
guilty of unlawfully wounding, but he was discharged on the 
ground that he had become unnerved by hearing 'ghost 
stories. Another illustration of the evil effects of super­
stition.

Miss Marie Corelli, the lady who is so familiar with Satan, 
is actually writing two novels at once ; and it is said that the 
advance royalties paid to her by her two publishers are “ un­
precedented in the recent annals of publishing.” Evidently 
it pays to write mystery, piety, and florid nonsense.

Dreyfus is reported to have said, and the Daily Chronicle 
correspondent vouches for it as authentic : “ My condemna­
tion and sentence were a symbol of anti-Jewish odium. My 
judges were involuntarily deceived. May my undeserved 
expiation put an end to all racial or religious feuds in the 
Army, and in that France which I have passionately loved 
and served.”

Mr. John Hall, shipowner, of Newcastle, who died leaving 
personalty valued at half a million sterling, has left ^jio,000 
towards a bishopric fund at Newcastle. This is a wretched 
waste of money. But perhaps the testator thought it would 
smooth his road to heaven.

Freethinkers who have any decent share of wealth should 
think over this John Hall legacy to the Church, and ask them­
selves whether they ought not to remember the Freelhought 
movement in their own wills. Any bequest to the Secular 
Society, Limited, will be perfectly secure, and must be devoted 
to promoting the Secular objects set forth in the Memorandum 
of Association.

Colonel Ingersoll’s address to the Free Religious Associa­
tion at Boston, which we begin the reproduction this week 
from the Boston Investigator, did not win the approval of thc 
Unitarian Unity—“ Our Western brother,” as it is called by 
the good old slow-paced Inquirer. Instead of pulling a long 
face, as befitted the gravity of the occasion, Ingcrsoll “ wielded 
the weapons of sarcasm.” Unity allows that he is a “ gifted 
orator,” but says he “ has become so habituated to the methods 
of sarcasm and to the habits of thc humorist that it is hard 
for him to escape the debilitating temptation to provoke a 
laugh, even when dealing with men’s serious convictions and 
their most sacred feelings.” Poor Ingersoll! He is evidently 
going to be damned for having a double dose of wit. Had 
lie only been dull, lie might have been a Christian.

“ Providence ” has been busy in Texas. Floods have done 
damage there to the extent of four million dollars, and more 
than fifty people have been drowned.

Thc “ rioters ” at Barcelona showed a true instinct in attack­
ing thc house of the Jesuits. A party of monks just arrived 
from the Philippines had to be rescued from the mob by the 
police. The people of Spain are waking up to the real secret 
of their misfortunes. We hope to sec them going strongly 
against the curse of priestcraft.

A chap who is just out of Harvard tpld trie the other day
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that at his college much use is made of the Bible as literature. 
One of the exercises, he said, is for the student, being given 
a subject for treatment, to throw his remarks into the 
ancient style in which the Bible is written. He told me also 
that the professor of literature, on one occasion, took the 
story of Naaman (I understood him to say Nahum, but think 
he meant Naaman) and his faith-cure for the theme of a dis­
course, and that the boys all thought it was great. Onestudent, 
so the young man related, learned a chapter of Psalms to 
give as a recitation in a prize contest. That interested 
me, and I inquired how the student succeeded. “ Well,” 
he replied, “ he showed up in the finals, but he didn’t get the 
decision. The committee was unanimous in giving the medal 
to a fellow who recited Ingersoll’s ‘ Vision of War.’ ” This 
may fall under the Colonel’s eye and apprise him for the first 
time that he has won in an essay competition with King 
David.— George Macdonald, in “ Truthseeker ” ( New York).

The great Talmage has been captured by a patent medicine 
firm. It is not stated, however, what they gave him for his 
testimonial. But it is known that he has made a lot of 
money for a great many years by puffing the spiritual quack 
medicine called Christianity.

Ian Maclaren, the novelist, who is also the Rev. John 
Watson, Presbyterian minister, of Liverpool, confides the 
following opinion to a Chicago Record interviewer: “ American 
churches are conducted, to a considerable extent, as large 
business concerns, money-making permeating everything.” 
We have no doubt that this is true ; still, Ian Maclaren 
need not have gone all the way to America to discover 
churches like that. There are plenty of them at home in 
England. But of course it is easier to denounce hypocrisy 
when it is three or four thousand miles distant.

The Burnley weavers have agreed to work henceforth on 
Good Friday.- This is rather rough on the gospel-shops. 
But perhaps the men of God will try to capture the weavers 
on Easter Monday. It will take them all their time, though !

There is a Hampstead Antiquarian Society. We don’t 
know how many members it has, or whether they are men, 
women, or children. It looks as though they were the 
last, for they went to the British Museum the other day and 
allowed themselves to be lectured by that fantastic old 
gentleman, the Rev. Dr. Kinns. lie  told them that the 
Assyrian inscriptions confirmed the Bible story of the Deluge, 
the history of Sennacherib, and the narrative of Daniel. Old 
Kinns himself is such a mental oddity that we daresay he 
believes till this nonsense. But what is to be said of his 
statement that the Egyptian records confirm the story of 
Joseph and that of the Exodus ? When romance is carried 
to such a length it merits a severer designation.

Dr. Parker hasn’t beaten “ God damn the Sultan ” yet, but 
he is evidently training for a record performance. The other 
Sunday evening he referred to a man who had struck a 
woman as “ some damnable beast.” He can’t get rid of the 
“ damn.”

What God hath joined together let not man put asunder. 
That be hanged ! says Bishop Hurst, of the American 
Methodist Episcopal Church. This gentleman has just 
obtained a legal separation from his second wife on the 
ground of incompatibility of temper. It is not stated which 
has the “ temper.”

The Bedborough case was fruitful in disillusionment. 
Bedborough himself funked and sold his friends. His 
comrades, the Dawsons, disgusted the Defence Committee. 
And the solicitor, Wyatt Digby, who was introduced by 
Dawson, kept the hundreds of pounds that were raised and 
paid to him, without doing the work, and without paying 
Mr. Horace Avory his fees. Representations were made to 
the Incorporated Law Society, and the result is that Wyatt 
Digby is struck off the roll of solicitors. This is some 
satisfaction, anyhow.

The Ascent Through Christ is the title of a new book by E. 
Griffith-Jones, B. A. lie  speaks like any parson of demonstrably 
lalse Bible theories as “ beneficent illusions.” Perhaps it would 
spoil the game to call them “ useful lies.” Hcalso argues that, 
although the bodily ascension of Jesus “ savors of the notion 
of a materialistic heaven,” it is probable that the sympathetic 
Savior really went up in a cloud as a special convincing favor 
to his simple-minded disciples. He wouldn’t do it now, but 
it was a kind “ accommodation” then. Perhaps, after all, it 
was only a “ beneficent illusion.”

The chaplain of the Watford Union has been complaining 
to the Board of Guardians that the paupers will not attend 
church. It was resolved to hang a copy of an old rule in the 
wards, evidently to draw the attention of the paupers to the

great privileges they were losing by staying a"3' 
chaplain’s ministrations. __

The Wesleyans have erected a memorial tablettoscU|pti/ 
Dr. Moulton in Wesley’s Chapel, City-road. ' K flic") ' 
(Mr. Adams-Acton) fee was four hundred guineas. a|Il0ll»ih 
chapel has been renovated, the entire expenditure • &  
to ¿29,000. \ et in many poor country distr (o  ̂
stricken members arc denying themselves in °r 'punJ. 
tribute money to the Wesleyan Twentieth Century

Having duly rejoiced over the Prince of W‘ajeŝ ugh ^
n f hie mornincr Imf mil«?. tllC ,ment of his Sunday morning hot rolls, the »"-• QUeei‘ 

Hughes should now turn his attention to 1' Terr31’ ,. 
induce her to stop the Sunday band on the , -self
Windsor Castle. Not only does the Queen 
like this desecration of the holy Sabbath, bu'1 a®»: j
public to come and enjoy the music. It is verf  ¡n uflt''1' 
Hughes should swear not to eat or drink ag- 
remedied.chfsm ,in Rhef  d c d a ,rcs that the new Free cn u* - .- j(,^  B u t atCS tl,e uni‘y  o f  the Free Clmrch ® ¿ftBaptist U n ; ™ CSent- m om ent , thc ‘ wo chief £o f B ib lin l 1 n arC ' n Utter disagreem ent over D „ D  
Cuff U  V* I nSp' ™ t,on- D r - Clifford is President, fprCfifford’c KC'  rcs,d? nt- A nd w hat does Mr.Clifford s book on the Inspiration and Authority ;“ wifiaL ‘ K S ‘ ,a n a w fu l th in g ,” “ an intolerableboO '(K, .verv , n V b?  S,Ie,nt about th at book anywhere.’’ .

----  •1 hu Chinese “  heathen ”  mob the ChristianV/II1IIVOV IIVUUIVII IIIUU jjv»- , -
aries. English Christians, not twenty nll|J1*lSsionilf|t''

ce•last month mobbed the Mormon foreign 
were obliged to seek the protection of the p°*

c îety *i )i*';
Why does the London Anti-Vivisectionist ^  e(1tidfk

b
'V ;

such a namby-pamby, partisan tract as 
section and the Mind of Christ, by the Re.v-.
This gentleman says lie is opposed to viv'is 
believes it is opposed to the mind of God. Jjejn"'| 
eyes around me,” he says, “ upon the creatu H',4/ 
I see no unnecessary pain inflicted upon the .¡P;
hands.” Really, now! This g e n t l e m a n - ab1’11 .Mill’ ',
sighted. What docs lie think of a cat rufin lie pi); 
poor panting bird in its mouth? Wha t,„ivcr|1 ”,tr.* 
the claws and fangs of a tiger rending 1 s J)C of "jiet̂  
What does lie think of a pike terrorising a Joe* a*- 
biting right and left for sheer devilry ? ...¡|or ¡'.Vt'-.K’*'
of a shark grinding up a shipwrecked teb1, 1,-ss 'r; 
What does he think even of a Ilea—a uios a lieir v̂-. 
creature under the microscope— torment1' h|)risti3' teJ * 
baby in its cot? What docs he think o' a 
tame pigeons, coursing rabbits, or hunting 
with savage dogs ? ___ _ ,c|it^V, *s p.<f

But the cream of this reverend gentlem* t tb® î fJ1
av...,l's uh in f *is to come. Later on he forgets alg^paul'8.̂

necessary pain,” and quotes as “ true ” * ’ v3ilc,ni V
tnat I fie whole creation groanctli and » . j0pg 
together until now.” You have never to «’an 
a parson giving himself away.

A
Converts to Rome- ^

The new edition of Converts to Ro""if O f' Py  
Movement to May, iS<y), compiled by Mr/ .r ¿ it i#  cl#',;■ ' 
Sonnenschein), gives some very interesting ||c»i 
ing to this authority, no fewer than 44” j  1̂%'.' 
have “ gone over ” in the period mention /\ At At
come “ Members of the Nobility,” 4’ ~- autb0iv 
who have ’verted are set down at -203’ ' pub11 
journalists at 162, legal profession a t 1 ft #
90, medical profession at 60, Naval on"-1- ‘ -u
32, and peers at 27.

Of the converts, 158 have become PrlC''7 , : co‘'(, v; f  _ 
From Oxford there have t'’11-clergy. riunì oaiuiu uieic - (̂ 0,,'-o a<j - «> ;

Church providing 53 of these,_ , _ oaC|i 22’.‘ givg. id
Balliol 30, Brasenose and M agdalen f  
20. The total from Cambridge E ,1,v fdIi'1 ;
which is less than half that from O^ St. J ptyt):
fewer than 79 were from Trinity Coll
next with only 28. Trinity CoHeE?’ i i a f f * ^  
converts, London University n> .i,;|e on'',-,# 
King’s College, London, each i°r- ^
the four Scottish Universities.—  I' es ' > 7

a m
The successors of Peter have s!r#C(;1ei'" 

early practice : instead of now casting. A ,  s 0t } 
the modern representatives of the d|S \ 
sees into their nets.—Charles Bradl<*up

i
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements.'"•Muiy 9i Hyde Park, Freethought Demonstration, 3.30.
' 9'ar

To Correspondents.

^icar LEs Watts's Lecturing E ngagements.-A U  com- H Car'0"- for Mr- Charles W atts should be sent to lnm at H * d nmi?"road> Balham, S .W . I f  a reply is required, a p n addressed envelope must be enclosed.
Ball._te._i-  .

•it, Thanks for your ever-welcome weekly batch ofer , Sorry to hear o f the facts in the first part of Sllch a’ Ut Phased to know that the Glasgow  Branch has •O 't'0n no\v tK>ei° US Wlnter> and that it is in a better financial years ta;ui at any previous time during the past seven
1'i.iA!(!;0ctorS, <u’d J- C . C r o z ie r . —-Thanks all the same, k urANsrv iiî ........... .«ijpl,; 0RANsby. W e are obliged for the cutting. See para- hanks for the cutting. Mr. Foote is in excellentofn'^hain. very sorry to hear of the wretched muddle
y Siihstu ' wl
S ,  ,Utefo,

S d s  0f *s a great pity that the work there passed out r 116 Camberwell Branch. Mere enthusiasm ishav*. ®teady energy and proper resources. Some- - ‘"ent's ~ b e  done. “  . . .
V : SattentI 
,.4tC r S'"Pl

«on.
The matter is receiving- tlie> r d .  eased to hear of your highly-successful meeting\  toCDll_e Subs^ ' d„0w of the late J .  M. Wheeler, desires to%ikl,ected ,|Cr'hers to the Wheeler Memorial Fund which I. I1'lsa__ UlrouiiE , As we stated a few-“ms. " mrough the Freethinker. • declining

toAutii0rf ° ’ there were reasons which jus 1 K ‘ tl Fund
N  the Treasurer, Mr. S. Hartmann, to  p a ^ m ^  the

S O ’ Wheeler. Our object wf f . s „„n ecessary  to say nire' Tii* USed f°r her own benefit. It is -
“in- *ne princip.'th'e^'.Ça* .d ,tficulty being removed, we gave Mr. . borisation, and he paid the full amount toal » With Hi if __. _ r i i . . iir 1
J 1 . __wll U11U iito U1U 4Un C11UUUU1. lwhor S  the /Vth?,ut any sort of deduction. W e have only .' i. t, olialf h_ rS^hmker lisits of subscriptions were checked G e °rge Ward.T"__-It i - ° Ur cuttings are valued.k-' fail l-y°u cr,I!r*, 0SS'f>'e t°  answer your letter in a para- j, hili,.1. ’.'Sht Upon' r  reading the Freethinker you will gradu- t"~yy0ul s, tno points you raise. Perhaps you would•V,tW > c h  —by reading Biichner's Force and’ lib, u for 2s ' *'order, 28 Stonecutter-street, E .C .,  will
ä s  w-

vn» ^ lr|forrnsn^ïte^eJj|ure he is somewhat better, and hopes to be
not know how you could obtain the book 

1.  . .  rfltt Your only chance is to_ ------ Thanks for the papers. Butan is too silly for anything, and isn't even^ l i > ° n d i he 'ate Or. Pe, «arth bookshops.
C'^nth^nat ..ay  (July 9). He has been laid up by an nis accounts for the absence of his usual'S.'Veek’,Fre?s 've bear of the death of Mr. Stocker,  ̂in 1 ii'brrn ' U 1 t newsagent, o f Liverpool. H e was ", ,, ha— ’ a” "inv ; r oushte™’ and tl:Cr he ,vf,S be Would have wished. Not many hours'he i'arness’ " le wonder is that he held out so long.
Ir. C'0l '’t’.q'Ce- a rn̂ ‘ls out delivering the morning papers. Mr.

0 tried courage and much natural intelli-W  ls$ue ?n SatUr ,ITl0rn>ng  is very late to apprise us of what Rfcn °r * dec ^ even««itr. We could find room in our
lln̂ 'ntrL J Man Northern n-»;i

yemng. We could hnd room in ourO a í hfll5 i^ T K rtÍ ern ^ a«iy Telegraph—Pictorial Maga-
^ A - Daiiy 'r -  - .....- .........
K S p *  c en

Echo—Two W orlds—Grays Gazette— , n Voung Man—Inquirer—Zoophilist— ¡Alh't’I ' h i eacp , | Ury _E th ic a l W orld—O tago Witness— ÄhLeeL aker-_i ¡¿eaehiin Kaspary)—Literary Guide—Pro- |\(klrThr, ^e'v v  ° f  Man Tim es—De Verije Gedachte— ‘tp. of]> uSfht_ts orb)—Independent Pulpit—Freidenker—
,V f o ,  ason_ßCr Arme ~ ‘  ‘ ‘

D.
NSs«Ker

I V r0r,uHs°n-R Teufel—Blue Grass Blade—The^ditor° Sr ° n n̂vest’«Kator—English Mechanic.
. lin. k’rv- F ree th in h rr «ihniild he addressed‘'anI . » Or lreet i reel nil,

CEs must °ndon> E-C-
Freethinker should be addressed to■ •tol|°Ilai t*'eIr Wil]C„re.acb 28 Stonecutter-street by first post 
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Sugar Plums.

T h e  first of the Sunday Freethought Demonstrations was 
held last Sunday in Finsbury Park, and in spite of the 
showery weather there was a very large gathering around 
the platform. During Mr. Foote’s speech it swelled to 
splendid proportions. Mr. Harry Snell acted as chairman, 
and opened the proceedings with a neat, telling address. 
Mr. Robert Forder followed and spoke well. Then came 
Mr. Moss, who kept the meeting alive. Mr. Heaford spoke 
last with his usual vigor. And after a few closing words by 
Mr. Snell the brake drove away amidst general cheers, and 
the howls of a little knot of the baser sort of Christians. 
These fellows are fond of disturbing Freethought meetings, 
but they had no chance on Sunday. There was a rally of 
Freethinkers around the platform, most of them of course 
from North London, though not all, for five came from the 
East London Branch wearing N.S.S. badges, and looking as 
though they didn’t mean to be trifled with.

Miss Vance, Mrs. Henderson, and other friends, went 
through the crowd during Mr. Foote’s speech and took up 
a good collection. Mr. Cohen was unfortunately not present, 
owing to indisposition.

The second of these Demonstrations will be held this after­
noon (July 9) at 3.30 in Hyde Park, near the Marble Arch. 
The speakers will be Messrs. Foote, Watts, Cohen, Moss, 
and Heaford. There is sure to be a big crowd. What is 
wanted is a sufficient body of Freethinkers around the plat­
form to hold any disorderly element in check.

The wheel has come nearly full circle. Dreyfus is back in 
France, and is awaiting a trial which can hardly be anything 
else now than a formal preliminary to the declaration of his 
innocence. Even men like DirouRde are beginning to trim 
their sails afresh, for they see that the wind is {slowing steadily 
in the direction of justice. A few fanatics are still left crying 
“ Down with the Jew,” but France is sick of that folly, and 
the rabid Drumont himself is screaming to half-empty 
benches.

Once more we pay a tribute of veneration to Madame 
Dreyfus. That noble wife and mother is worthy of the best 
days of Greece or Rome. Wc have not heard that there was 
any mention of her at the recent World’s Congress of Women, 
but the courage and dignity she has displayed are vastly more 
admirable than the mere mental capacity to take a hundred 
college prizes, or to qualify as a lady doctor.

Mr. Conway’s lecture at South-place Chapel on the Dreyfus 
affair was reported at some length in the Daily News. After 
pointing out that the Imperialists had staked their hopes on 
the guilt of Dreyfus, also the Royalists, and the Bishops, and 
finally the Pope himself, Mr. Conway said that the “ thinkers 
of France had combined their intellectual powers against the 
military and ecclesiastical despotism,” and had defeated it« 
He claimed that this “ ideal Revolution in France had been 
initiated, directed, and carried to its legal victory by Free­
thinkers, with few exceptions.”

The Bethnal Green Branch is going to have evening as 
well as afternoon Sunday meetings in Victoria Park. The 
lecturer for this evening (July 9) at 6.30 is Mr. F. A. Davies. 
We hope the local Freethinkers will support the Branch in 
this new departure.

The National Secular Society’s Annual Excursion, under 
the auspices of the Executive, is fixed for Sunday, August 27. 
A special train will run to Littlehampton, starting from 
London Bridge at 9.30, Victoria 9-2S> New Cross 9.35, nnd 
Clapham Junction 9.39, and returning from Littlehampton at 
7.15. The tickets arc 3s. for adults, and is. fid. for children 
under twelve. ___

The Star continues its gallant battle against low-flash 
American oils. The number of deaths from this cause in 
England up to June 30 was no less than sixty-three. The 
matter is one for legislation. It is monstrous that a Yankee 
millionaire should coin dollars out of murder and arson. We 
wish the Star all success in its campaign.

Mr. F. Lester, 123 Abbey field-road, Rotherhithe, S.E., has 
reprinted in leaflet form, at his own expense, the recent Free­
thinker article by Mimnermus entitled “ The Gospel Writ in 
Steel ” giving a long list of Freethinkers who suffered im­
prisonment at the hands of Christians during the present 
century. It is a capital leaflet for general distribution. I he 
plain list of names, dates, and sentences is more eloquent 
than any rhetoric. ___

The following appeal reaches us from J. M. Headley, 
honorary secretary of the Freethinkers’ Association, Great 
Yarmouth are a small body of little men who are
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doing our level best to spread the doctrine of Freethought in 
this ancient borough. We are, therefore, deserving both 
sympathy and help. We have hired a small hall, which is 
comfortably seated, and situated in a central part of the 
borough. In this we hold meetings every Sunday evening. 
Lectures are given by some few of us, and discussion, which 
is publicly invited, always takes place. Two of our friends 
are first-class violinists, and their artistic playing is a great 
attraction and the source of much pleasure. We now want a 
good pianoforte, af which one of our friends would preside. 
Will any of our distant friends assist us in getting one ? We 
begin to have a notion what our annual expenses will be ; 
and, if some 400 Freethinkers would become honorary 
members of our Association, and subscribe the modest sum 
of is. per annum, we feel that success for our movement 
would be insured for the future. Of course, our musicians 
and lecturers are working simply for the love of the cause, 
and the latter, it must be remembered, have to prepare their 
essays or lectures during the hours of leisure from business. 
Friends from a distance will be welcome, not only to the hall, 
but to the rostrum.”

The Annual Picnic of the Birmingham Branch took place 
on Sunday last. Most unfavorable weather had prevailed all 
the previous week, and prospects on Saturday were exceed­
ingly gloomy; but Sunday morning opened fine, and a start 
was made from New-street Station at 7.30. Arriving in good 
time at Worcester, through its quiet streets, the party, sixty- 
eight in number, proceeded to the waterside, where a special 
steamer lay in waiting. Through charming scenery up the 
Severn the river trip was made, and Stourport reached at 12.30. 
A brief stay there, and then back to Holt Fleet, where full 
justice was done to a substantial repast. Here the President, 
Mr. J. H. Ridgway, made an appropriate speech, showing that 
the prospects of the Branch were full of promise if the right 
workers would come forward, and appealed strongly to non­
members to join. Rambles were then indulged in along 
the beautiful lanes and about the cherry orchards, and all 
too soon the time came to get on board for the home 
ourney. Birmingham was reached at 8.45, after a delight­

ful day out. Great praise was accorded the treasurer, Mr. W. 
T. Pitt, who had acted as agent in advance for the comfort of the 
party. ___

The J uly number of the Literary Guide contains, amongst 
other interesting items, an excellent article by Herbert 
Flowerdew, the novelist, on “ Does Christianity Give Us 
Holidays ?” The writer concludes that the Sabbatarian 
dogma stands in the way of a rational plan of weekly rest 
for the workers.

The Auckland correspondent of the Otago Witness, published' 
at Dunedin, New Zealand, refers to the sessions of the 
National Council of Women, and says that “ at the outset the 
Council decided that it would not ask the blessing of the 
Deity on its labors.” The debates showed that the Council 
contained Agnostics and Freethinkers. One speaker boldly 
declared that woman’s emancipation had always been won in 
spite of Christianity.

At a recent meeting of the Grays School Board it transpired 
that a penny (catchpenny) hymn-book had been imported into 
the girls’ school by Miss Neal. Mr. Goodwin called attention 
to it as an illustration of the need for purely secular educa­
tion in Board schools. He moved the exclusion of these hymn- 
books. The motion was seconded and carried nem. con.

Julius Csesar a Freethinker.
From cant of all kinds he was totally free. He was a 

friend of the people, but he indulged in no enthusiasm for 
liberty. He never dilated on the beauties of virtue, or com­
plimented, as Cicero did, a Providence in which lie did not 
believe. He was too sincere to stoop to unreality. He held 
to the facts of this life, and to his own convictions ; and as he 
found no reason for supposing that there was a life beyond 
the grave, he did not pretend to expect it. He respected the 
religion of the Roman State as an institution established by 
the laws. He encouraged or left unmolested the creeds and 
practices of the uncounted sects or tribes who were gathered 
under the eagles. But his own writings contain nothing to 
indicate that he himself had any religious belief at all. He 
saw no evidence that the gods practically interfered inhuman 
affairs. He never pretended that Jupiter was on his side. 
He thanked his soldiers after a victory, but he did not order 
Te Detents to be sung for it .—J. A. Fronde, “ Caesar: A  
Sketch, ” p. SS9- _________________

The Cathedral Spire.
It soars like hearts of hapless men who dare 

l o  sue for gifts the gods refuse to allot;
\Vho climb for ever toward they know not where, 

Baffled for ever by they know not what.
— William Watson.

July 9i

A Neglected Humorist.

“ Gravity is a mystery of the body invented to 
of the mind."— L a  R ochefoucauld .

It has always been a source of wonder

hide the de^
to Rati»111

been able
how the Holy W illies of orthodoxy have ever 
to maintain, after a perusal of the Holy Bible* ‘ r; 
Deity was entitled to the credit of benevole^ ^ ur- 
pious opinion really seemed in the nature _ cvi- 
merited compliment, entirely unsupported bj 1 ^ ¡hi 
dence. The grim exponents of the relig10 sW 
Man of Sorrows seldom smiled themselves,

a dep the

A
inof the Scriptures having, apparently 

effect upon them. So much so that the cp1
street could tell the followers of Christ by gXprcss’f  
of their countenances. Nay, more, by the  ̂ $
one might tell how far the victim was suffcbii1» ̂  ^ ti-
disease of religiosity. From the slight

....................................................Ghur , bymouth, which “distinguished the High -
the resemblance to a tired omnibus-horse, 'vorn 
1 ^ d i s t ,  one might accurately classify then1, ¡rj 

The votaries of the religion of J. C. and Huh 
were cankered through with austerity. Gcl -.a’«1 
after generation had been stifled under

syst^¿ten*!
which was utterly sunless, joyless, and, to ^ .^ he ^  
graceless. The results were to be see'1 „lace* 
dismal, dreary, rectangular frequenters of -t
worship of to-day. The professional b0<ill
and bible-bangers were so far incapable a „11 . 
laughter that the average un dertaker reli.i'\. 
Andrew compared with them. In short, . ¡)ry,l,J 
world of to-day is simply in the meshes of ^
ness, and despair. ¡ble,

This gospel, that life is unutterably t  ̂ tbg J 
was in reality an arraignment not merely ^g{6 ¡irf. ¡(
Persons and One God, but— what was fa> jflib1̂  
tant—-of human nature itself, finally transfer ^  ¡n 
world of ours, for all Christians, into a dar* ^ 
terrible hell than Dante ever conceived. „

All this unmerited suffering might have
if the earliest commentators, the first t j11 uiu vuiiivut. uoiumuuuu.ui u) .
been able to see a joke. It is entirely
mental density of these men that Christulll|*JjnteJ ĝi
mare, rather than a religious system. 1 tlC tral * 11A 
l ..i---  ----1 ----1.,:----  -------- :„„,i the cC[ illbabes and sucklings misconceived theved tl,e, ^ f bun10/ /  
the Bible. They innocently took a work e (j)C k  ,, 
read it in all seriousness. W e all kn0" 
results, beside which a madman’s dreai

the
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perfect sanity.
As we have said, the Bible is a work

•4 lu>°noL, 1s i  > 0flwe must discriminate. The Holy Ghost r f t l i S * .  
as our humor, nor his witticisms as ° urof..nc jR

’■jV
Ghost is not so satirical as Heine, so p> .  ^  
so ironical as Gibbon, nor so modern aii ^ tob1̂  W 
Quip, repartee, and epigrams ar ••‘ “ " i
ghostly author. Although we cannot say j^g,

. 1 t*
Maybe a ghostly humor is best suiter ^  R t̂every tbe

a laugh on every page, a 
historic humor of the Bible will 
stories, quaint burlesques, and jokes 
enlightened those pious, canting, 111 
logians. Their refusal to sec his J° liely, ¡c(i 
made the Ghost laugh. He must *ia ^  "

smile on

suffi? eno»i!r '5huiubuc :nV'-V

sides, which are six, until his three 
one, fairly ached from the explosion. ¡red ^

The proverbial Scotchman, who rc” v3s " 
operation before he could see a j°  , c> xVlii y 
humorist compared with those piet>s * g j
the Ghost’s tall stories without m °vlllh v&s {\, Py 

As a humorist, the H oly Ghost s aS s^ciJjV 
than our own Dickens, although a*lll0y.nla|1 ’ ! a • 
writer of fiction. The Ghost is a s 
calm and unimpassioned about his , be Il,„,. i'1

Like Artemus vV a.man ought to be.
a hair. He says the funniest thin 
aggrieved manner. That d is tra e jin

c ^ t c ig s tip
Jonah and the Whale is the perfection - jrjy

i t  we, 
s intional joking. While reading 

with the poor whale who let lodging^. . g ..e n te r ta in ^ g r s ■ fGhost’s humor is the more 
that it pretends to be a narrative *•'* .g Jo^i 
happened. His book is a sort of 
tory o f the Jews. Burlesque instruc^ , 
tine fun make a very agreeable Wen

o f > hi
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'*res of ,?' Noah’s Ark is delicious ; and the adven*
hardly 1 16 talking Serpent in the Garden of Eden 
Plaguy6ŝ , so- Daniel in the Lion’s Den, the Ten 
Banquet Tower of Babel, Ezekiel’s Gorgeous 
« ty ’ are ad brilliant examples of our Ghost’s

latte 
”erence i

N :  r„ *s not .immeasurable. Christ walking the
Pages show a distinct falling-off, but the

¡̂n» ,Ĉ rs*ng the fig-tree ; turning water into wine : 
.5>ooo Dec *

lui m vvhosl l*1S *3es*' Gie later stories. The purse-
4's, ’uo° People with a bath-bun and a few sardines,perha« K °the ■ ■ ■ ■ P
S s  ni°uth the tribute money was found, alone
Porker"0. a Paragraph. The episode'of the bedevilled 

ls alaiost as bizarre as any story in the Arabian
, Fed
ĵ Uran. 0̂0<J> the Biblical students should, likeN , e waxed fat. There is enough in the
?rse, ? am1e to wrinkle with smiles the face of a cab- 
Ifivw^o class;pe0D| Liass such a work as sober fiction is absurd, 
■‘att?- " ’°uld only read the book, instead of merely 
Possible b ahout it, such misconstruction would be im-S»v- . Tt.Th'«vyjj q —* v> 111 wm^/iuiu tini c buv
i fl Junior °\x? above are examples of a very elemen-

a, ?  cultured reader will complain that the

H?  Hat 'll must admit the justice of the stric-en , a ûst be borne in mind that the Bible was
i > ; s nl ? entur.ies ago, and by a Ghost. Further 
|S’ Harr;s 1Sfarmec  ̂ by the fact of the Ghost being thel j '**1 { Is r J luV 1UV4 VI kUV V. 11 VOlr UVlll  ̂ 111V
' ^ e s  f? tHe Christian Trinity. W e must make 
stn Ghost a a congenital puzzle. It will be seen that> .1 UOes n , M __■ ,• _________, .•
ll>8 Ghr6S f°Pp
?n̂ .them sPoh his readers’ palates by sup

TPed Wrl °̂es n°^ hi T°r over-production. He 
jljin S sonie two thousand brief summers ago.

Vr¡terr|sts Yv0u|h a surplus of humor. If some other
T - W — imitate his august example, both 

fori theoreade-rs would profit.
Prof n chrisr  Wl11 have its enemies— the common or 
Visional l?ans> who are stupid or nothing ; and the
t'iel?revent ¡j1°?Tc?tirinders, whose business instincts

^ose !e|? Horn admitting its truth. Never-Ml j. . 1  ---* **v*iiniuug »to tiu iiii
!1>sD .°&nise tll °.have prayerfully read the foregoingi D»,i e>u,se thoi —  r 1" ; “ 1“ 11;  u w  w n g n u g

e‘ty, |',|ie d t 't is an honest attempt to prove that 
lhe Devil, is not so black as he is painted.

Mimnermus.

In&ersoll’s Paine Oration.
K ^i0g
*1e b llte bnr.,„̂ ’ ty Was lying chained in the Inquisition,
?c n ä  «•ained with blood. In the new world

c s » .
hanging and burning in the name

2 of rV* ?  wbite Quaker children into slavery 
t« - lrist, who said : “ Suffer little childrenme.

LSo<h an ,l<?  reduced Spain to a guitar, Italy to a

----- has been, incapable of a
1 • Religion always looks back. The

{'l" W vjl °nlv progress was impossible. The
l .t11C)Venil1SJ hut always 
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Sl .?ver abt and inim irv. T h e  C hurch nevei

them 7 11 sHivery ; their manhood had been
. DV nnm« .......  1 1 ____  T">_

j llles J to doubt is heresy, to inquire is 
• S 6 th't '*■  all ° n0t: Haow. The Church says it does.

S r f? 'vjth t??n7 uy ago Catholicism, wrapped in
V f t h e S  clutoimn° Cent blood of millions, holding 
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tlrtiisiietjUrcb than all other books then
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an immense amount of food for

thought. It was written for the average mind, and is 
a straightforward, honest investigation of the Bible and 
of the Christian system. And Paine did not falter from 
the first page to the last. He gives you his candid 
thought; and thoughts, to be valuable, must be candid.

The Age o f Reason liberalised us all. It put argu­
ments in the mouths of the people, and it put the 
Church on the defensive ; enabled somebody in every 
village to corner the parson. It made the world wiser, 
and made the Church better. It took power from the 
pulpit, and divided it among the pews.

Just in proportion as the human race has advanced, 
the Church has lost power ; there is no exception to 
this rule.

No nation ever materially advanced that held strictly 
to the religion of its founders.

No nation ever gave itself to the control of the 
Church without losing its power, its honor, and its 
existence.

Every Church pretends to have found the truth ; this 
is the end of progress. W hy pursue that which you 
have caught ? W hy hunt that which you have found ? 
W hy investigate when you know ?

Every creed is a rock in running water. Humanity 
sweeps by. Every creed cries to the universe, “ H a lt!” 
A creed is the ignorant past bullying the enlightened 
present.

The ignorant are not satisfied with what can be 
demonstrated. Science is too slow ; they demand 
completeness ; a fragment, a segment, is of no value 
to them ; they demand the entire structure.

In music they want a melody with a recurring accent 
at measured periods. In religion they insist on immediate 
answers to the questions of origin and destiny. The 
Alpha and Omega of all things must be in the alphabet 
of their superstition.

A religion that cannot answer every question and 
guess every conundrum is worthless. They desire a 
kind of theological dictionary ; a religious ready- 
reckoner, together with guide-boards at every cross­
ing. They mistake impudence for authority, solemnity 
for wisdom, and bathos for inspiration. The beginning 
and the end arc what they want. The grand flight of 
the eagle is nothing to them ; they want the nest in 
which he was hatched, and the dry limb on which he 
roosts. Anything that can be learned is not worth 
knowing. The present is of no value. Happiness is 
not expected this side of the clouds, and can only be 
attained by being miserable here ; not miserable for the 
good of others, but for the salvation of your worthless 
soul.

Paine denied the authority of Bibles and creeds. 
This was his crime, and for this the religious world 
shut the door in his face and emptied slops on him from 
the windows.

And yet I challenge the world to show that Thomas 
Paine ever wrote one line in favor of tyranny, one line 
in favor of immorality, one line against what he believed 
to be for the highest and best interests of mankind, one 
line against justice, charity, or liberty ; and yet he has 
been pursued as though he had been a fiend from hell. 
His memory has been execrated as though he had 
murdered some Uriah for his wife, driven some Hagar 
into the desert to starve with his child upon her bosom ; 
as though he had defiled his own daughters, ripped open 
with the sword the sweet bodies of loving and innocent 
women, advised one brother to assassinate another, kept 
a harem with seven hundred wives and three hundred con­
cubines, or had persecuted Christians even unto strange 
cities.

Think about it. No effort has been, in any age of the 
world, spared to crush out opposition. The Church 
used painting, music, and architecture to degrade and 
awe mankind. But there are some men that nothing 
can awe. There have been through all the ages some 
that dared even the gods. Some proud head has always 
been above the waves, and in every age some Diogenes 
has sacrificed to the Deity. True genius never cowers, 
and there is always some Samson feeling for the pillars 
of authority.

Cathedrals and domes and chimes and chants ; temples 
frescoed and groined and carved, and gilded with gold ; 
altars and tapers, and paintings of Virgin and babe ; 
censer and chalice ; chasuble, paten, and a l b ; organs 
and anthems, and incense rising to the winged and
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b le st; maniple, amice, and stole ; crosses and crosiers, 
tiaras and crowns ; mitres and missals and masses ; 
rosaries, relics, and robes; martyrs and saints, and 
windows stained as with the blood of Christ, never 
for one moment awed the brave, proud spirit of the 
Infidel. He knew that all the pomp and glitter had 
been purchased with liberty, that priceless jewel of the 
soul. In looking at the cathedral he remembered the 
dungeon. The music of the organ was not loud enough 
to drown the clank of fetters. He could not forget that 
the taper had lighted the fagot. He knew that the 
Cross adorned the hilt of the sword. And so, where 
others worshipped, he scorned and wept.

The investigators, the Infidels, have been the saviors 
of liberty, and the truth is beginning to be realised, and 
the truly intellectual are honoring the brave thinkers of 
the past.

But the Church is as unforgiving as ever, and still 
wonders why any Infidel can be wicked enough to 
endeavor to destroy her power.

I will tell the Church why.
You have imprisoned the human mind ; you have 

been the enemy of liberty ; you have burned us at the 
stake ; you have wasted us at slow fires ; you have 
torn our flesh with iron ; you have covered us with 
chains ; you have treated us as outcasts ; you have 
taken our wives and children from our arms ; you have 
confiscated our property ; you have denied us the right 
to testify in courts ; you have branded us with infamy ; 
you have torn out our tongues; you have refused us 
burial. In the name of your religion you have robbed 
us of every right, and, after having inflicted upon us 
every evil that can be inflicted in this world, you have 
fallen on your knees and implored your God to torment 
us for ever in another world.

Can you wonder that we hate your doctrines, that we 
despise your creeds, and that we are proud to know that 
we are beyond your power ? Do you wonder that we 
glory in the fact that the whole world is slowly rising 
into the blessed light ?

Can you wonder that we point with pride to the fact 
that Infidelity has ever been found battling for the rights 
of man, for the liberty of conscience ?

Can you wonder that we are proud to say that we 
have been the disciples of Reason, the soldiers of 
Freedom, and that we have kept our hands unstained 
with human blood ?

W e deny that religion is the end or object of this 
life. When it is so considered it becomes destructive 
of happiness, the real end of life. It becomes the hydra­
headed monster, reaching in terrible coils from heaven, 
and thrusting its thousand fangs into the bleeding hearts 
of men. It devours their substance, builds palaces for 
gods, and allows his children to die in huts and hovels.

Happiness is the great end of life, and virtue is the 
road ; and virtue is a subordination of the passions to 
the intellect, to act in accordance with your highest con­
victions. And virtue does not consist in believing, but 
in doing. And this is the truth that Infidels have spoken 
throughout all the ages. And they have handed the 
torch from one to the other ; upon the altar of reason 
they have kept the sacred fire, and through the long 
midnight of faith they have fed the divine flame.

Infidelity is liberty. All religion is slavery. And no 
master can be great enough to make slavery sweet. I 
want to be free.

All religion is slavery. In every religion God is the 
slave of man, and man is the slave of God. In every 
religion man makes the God, and then becomes the 
slave of the monster he makes.

W e do not want creed, we want knowledge ; we want 
happiness.

And yet we arc told by the Church that we have 
accomplished nothing, that we are simply tearers-down 
and destroyers.

Now, is it nothing to free the mind ? Is it nothing to 
civilise mankind ? Is it nothing to fill the world with 
light, with discovery and science ? Is it nothing to 
dignify man and exalt the intellect ? Is it nothing to 
grope your way into the prisons, into the cells of 
superstition, where the souls of men are chained to 
floors of stone ; to greet them like a ray of light, like 
the song of a bird, like the murmur of the waves ? Is 
it nothing to see the dull eyes open and grow slowly 
bright ? Is it nothing to feel the grasp of their shrunken
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hands and hear yourself thanked in a hollo"e 
when you give them liberty and light ? j jjgbt

Is it nothing to conduct souls into the bless  ̂
of day, to let them see the happy fields and ^ ¡Js

and hear the everlasting IjlUSIiiJ 
it nothing to make men wipe {̂¡i 

from their swollen knees, and the tears n°

green
waves

earth, 
? Is

furrowed cheeks? tiate■ * * " —  • r «A ins*1-; i
Is it a small thing to reave the heavens oi • *0 $

Is it a small thing Tú,
ick

monster, and write upon the eternal dome> » 
with stars, the word “ Freedom ” ?

Is that a small thing? ... ... .. ___  .
the flames of hell with the tears of pity ; 3 SÎ \jiing 
to unbind the martyr from the stake ; a sij13.„natic,t<3 
break all the chains, to stay the sword of the 
tear the bloody hands of superstition frorn 
throat of science ? . tr0y ^

Is it a small thing to make men free, to . pois0̂  
dogmas of ignorance, prejudice, and power, ti r^tP 
fables of superstition, and to drive from tn 
face of the earth the fiend of fear ? . r̂is*^

It does seem to me that the most zealouŜ e ¿¡via 
must at times entertain some doubt as to re (lie, 
origin of his blessed religion. For 
have been teaching that doctrine.

the
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For « " " V J
thousand years the Church has had to a g rea jt ? ; . 
control of Christendom, and what is the re . f0rb̂  
the Christian nations patterns of charity 0f Ĉ [, 
ance ? On the contrary, the principal busifl^at is * 
tian nations is to destroy each other. ^o(t t‘1j  
principal business. A t  this present momen ¡„ed ^
five million— yes, six million— Christians are 
drilled to murder their fellow Christians. _ carO^Lt 
is groaning under a vast debt incurred 10 s‘|ves **, 
war against Christians, or defending them̂  to P̂ Lr- 
Christians. The world is covered with f°r %v|,o .
those who “ love their enemies ” from thos^ 1 
give all wrong,” and every sea is c0',f ' C ih Cl,r,S.||f 
monsters ready to blow into eternal ‘r0 j ¿1 
brains ; and millions on millions are e%Pe.?te eng'"1 V  
in the effort to construct still more tern ^ ,lt)d £ 
death. Industry is crippled, toil is roD -̂ ¡an 
beggary is taxed to defray the cost of Cl,rl reforl,13l]J 

Now, there must be some other way , 
world. W e have tried creed and dogma a 0fte( s

be •som^,t sCT*they have all failed. There must — . - c,
and, according to my judgment, nothing, ĵ ra11 ’and, according to my judgment, now—~ . e 
education, nothing but the development o 
benefit mankind.

W e must find out the facts in 
accordance with these facts, and we v

in

nature V «  
,vill let S freí

lab ĵ fff
a«1'

care o f themselves.
thouiht1Ced,’ frCC, bodies> frec minds, free
.nought. Free labor will n-ivc us wealth«

f f i ’ i at Ias‘ wiI1 » . t S E  . k y  <
their ",C,,',Ced,men Wlth courage to spea , *
radical - ti 10̂ Fhts. W e need have notear ¡̂¡yef̂  
adica| , the future will verify all g ra n d  and \  bl>t:

t  ,Painc ^  advance of M>
“  r„, IOd“  compared with the Infidels o f ' ,  sj,
■ Science, the great iconoclast, has been ^  bi0*-o>eC H fCo

1809, and by the highway of progress 
images of the past. The ¿ ¿ s

. U P   ̂ -On every hand the people advance- ^  the {~ J -------  ----  £----£ IJI
God has been pushed from the tnroi ^  
and upon the roofs of the Eternal Ci Y 
the shadow of the eagle. , v_ - , h

All has been accomplished by the £

d

science have explored h e a v e n  and ear > jgave ersb (|,( 
patience have furnished the facts, _ 0{ Sa‘

caverns  ̂.gfrU . 
nave useu m em . 1 ne g iu u m ; r (|iOUi> i t
have been transformed into temple S ® tivCjay- d

patience have furnished the 
have used them. The gloomy ipie  ̂ ^
demons of the past are the angels of j  e®11 jeP^V 

Science took a handful of sand < gjarry 
telescope, and with it explored the 
heaven. Science wrested from the g  ̂h tedfth  
bolts, and now the electric spark, *r » ^  al ¡j lyf 
and love, sweeps beneath the wave- ^  uUP̂ fii5 
Science took a tear from the c*ie^.l0t tbat 
converted it into steam, created a g1 he(0e?‘ \ 
‘ ■ reless arm the countless wheels o tual ^

Thomas Paine was one of the mte at 
name is forever associated with he will b® f 
long as free government exists he 
admired, honored.
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t̂ter f et! .a 'on&> laborious, useful life. The world is 
^Ptedh‘S bav‘n£ lived. For the sake of truth he 
V,e bitter utreĉ  anc  ̂ reproach for his portion. He ate 
’;ni beca bfead sorrow. His friends were untrue to 
!° himselfSS u  Was true t0 t*lem> because he was true 

h e l o s t  the respect of what is called society, 
*5$ *k * ,ortunate enough to keep his own. His life 
cal]. “at ihe •- 
If.Access, 

lov
world calls a failure, and what history

r‘e$$, Tk' 6 your fellow man more than yourself is good- 
Pain, was g00d.

"e dir.: in advance of your time, to be a j ' o n ^
. ‘rectioa 0f right, to carry the torch
|r nessi Thom as P a in e  w a s  great.^ , a u tv

H»°aVow y°ur principles and discharge y  a
f«ro Presence of death is heroic, Thomas Pain

¿ t theuage of seventy-three death touched his Ured 
&  died in the land his genius defended unde 
Q  he gave to the skies. Slander cannot touch
He s. w’ hatred cannot reach him more. ^
i ^ u a r y  of the tomb, beneath the quiet of the

% ofV,m°re years, a few more brave men, a  few m£ r 
C  «»tellectual light, a few more discoveries, a  tew 

J S  » ill venerate the memo y of 
' • ' i r f 'J -  “ Any system of religion that,shocks Ure 

a child cannot b» -> c,,ct" ’v’«mu cannot be a true system “ T be world 
ntry. and to do good my religion.

National Secular Society.

'my

> r 0f ti .

Tk’ Thursda°nt,*dy Executive Meeting held at the Society’s 
p \ rĈ r* June 29; the President, Mr. G. W. Foote,

¿'fcrren6 Pres.ent :~ E- Bater, T. Gorniot, F. Schaller, 
Quint’  Leal 'll10 Brown, W. Heaford, T. Tliurlow, E. W. 
V^-.T. vvii **• Brown, B. Munton, R. P. Edwards, C. 

illness mot. and the Secretary ; C. Cohen being absent
!V etfcs ° f
^ ? rccefvreedVl°US niccl'mg read and confirmed; cash

iuShk0nMrLuP°rte<* upon the arrangements for the out- 
yectir?at Bror|r,nS,during July and August, and it was 

f \ n̂ Perm;sc.;'Ve11 Bark should be included in the list,
'y‘ 1.om menibers\be!ng,granted by the L.C.C. 
r *f>t $ 'a°n, n . v.rs were then admitted : from Battersea, 3 ; 
K  Votary’re London, S.

. LeattP°rt;ed upon the Excursion arrangements, 
'\>tWus,de— -Was added fe . u  ------

Ca 
son
’ Quav —‘"-ussion, it was auopteu, on me mo- 
. > c t o f « ed by Mr. Bater. It ran :— 

lit,*; A s, ,°ho\Vs . le hreethought Twentieth Century Fund

•1 MV . ,, me ii.vuuaiuu <uuii.StU^'dent t i . as.added to the Com m ittee.
¡¡On after ê,'turv p u" r°duced the draft o f procedure o f the 

v M rS°me Httl H-nd’ as requested at the last meeting, 
v l̂jV c’ Quay. s^ „ lsi u®s.!on- it was adopted, on the mo-

f ' c t p  ....

'is” C0|i De mvited to make special collections for

"'■ V»

Hs^Br^he i-^^^hall be opened, with the editor’s per-

V ;' Mr, pin, q1e Jested shall pass through the hands of 
A  '¡¡of f1 aitniann •?,' Treasurer.
\ l  *he t ch nionf! Wl Pay over what money he holds on 

n tre . W “ *»«» to tlie Sprnliir T .imifpil.

ectorc"- , sball be printed and entrusted to 
■ > who shall make returns to the N.S.S.

\ K  ^  monthY l ,p,ay ove .0a rSOc; Ur»d S| . t° the Secular Society, Limited.
V C y -  LirrCtedb” a" pa!d over t0’ and held by’ thc

*> do,:, matters ,,'r ,
°u. °* business were dealt with, and the

E dith M. V ance, Secretary.

T'Hr

Cor;Tespondence.

t“e lNSTBUCTION l e a g u e .
X .  *n iltlXJ? ¡heaiiention .
' 6 V 'r'y Executive has been directed to a

lar 
epuri

Editor THE FREETHINKER.

L> ';v ^.\euuuve nas neen uirccieu 10
« X I  ? y  C > '  for May 25, of the National Seculr 

fe g ra rh  nce at Birmingham. In this repay
tL fyl, . ‘Uci-1 **Cgra.rtlinor ♦ !■ *£» “  \fr**-o1 Tncfrnrlin

a .̂Vthe uy somc printer s error, mere
V  > ̂  ̂ liar lateU » 0,2 j Instruction League to which our 
V°ciM*iSe I ?.!* has . usc of ‘be past tense implies 

6 ¡0?y's * i'ave rr.,eascd' But I conclude this is a mis- 
''Pri| CcW't;irv LC|ved no notification of the fact from 

’ Paid a« _X..o, °n the contrary, called at our

aSra,
‘eh.it 7 , ■ °rd-'“eti1 dm.uS^arding the “ Moral Instruction 

doubtless by some printer’s error, there

an aliii ‘ation fee, and stated, in reply to a

letter from me, that the Society still maintained its affiliation.
In regard to the other part of the paragraph which criticises 

the policy of the League, if there be any estrangement on the 
part of the Executive of the National Secular Society on the 
ground that the League is conducted “ in the interest of the 
Ethical Societies,” it is due to misapprehension on the part of 
that Executive. From the first, the Moral Instruction League 
put the simple educational needs and rights of childhood in 
the foreground, as the basis of its propaganda. It has never 
diverged from this position, either towards the point of view 
of Ethical Societies, that the good life is the true bond of 
religious fellowship, or towards that of Secularist Societies, 
which draws a sharp distinction between religious and secular. 
The interests it considers are solely the interests of the chil­
dren. And, according to the best judgment of the Committee, 
it was in those interests that the following three resolutions 
were passed : (1) “ That the Bible as a whole should not be 
placed in the children’s hands as a reading book or text book 
of morals (2) “ That the League recommends that no book 
at present be placed in the hands of the children as the basis 
of moral instruction (3) “ That the Bible comes under the 
head of general literature, as a source of illustrations and 
maxims for moral lessons.” These same resolutions were 
printed in the League’s Report and accepted at the Annual 
Meeting, at which Secularists attended and made no protest.
I repeat again that the point of view from which they should 
be judged is neither religious, anti-religious, nor merely poli­
tical. No question of conciliating or alienating either one or 
another set of supporters is involved. The question is whether 
it is educationally just to deprive teacher and child of the use 
of one of the richest and most poetic of the world’s collections 
of social and moral experience. The League has no need to 
consider the possible motives which certain sections of the 
community may have for including or for excluding this book.

Zona V allance, Secretary, M .I.L.

[The past tense, of which Miss Vallance complains, was quite 
correct, as the National Secular Society had been affiliated to 
the Moral Instruction League before the 1898 Conference. More­
over, it was appropriate on other grounds. With regard to the 
League’s last annual meeting, it may be true that some Secularists 
were present, but none of them officially represented the N .S .S ., 
which did not appoint any delegates for that occasion. For the 
rest, it must be said that the Ethicist majority on the M.I.L. 
Executive is really not justified in taking so low an estimate of 
the mental acumen of Secularists. Reading between the fines is 
often as instructive as reading in the lines, and those who watch 
tactics and debates are able to judge of the intention as well as 
the meaning of resolutions. The fact is, the Ethicists want to 
keep the Bible in the schools. Secularists do not. They know 
that the Bible is a religious book, and they say that the State 
should have nothing at all to do with religion. Whether the 
Bible, as an uninspired volume, is one of the richest collections 
of social and moral experience is at least open to discussion. 
Anyhow, it is no part of the object of the N.S.S. to .promote the 
view advanced by the League’s secretary on its behalf. Miss 
Vallance must pardon me, if she can, for saying that the last 
sentence of her letter is fatuous— like the general attitude of the 
Ethicists in this matter. They talk as though the immediate 
future lay in the hollow of their hands, and speak of the Christian 
Churches as “ certain sections of the community.” These Chris­
tian Churches are strong enough to control education, and they’ 
keep the Bible in the schools for the sake of manufacturing 
customers. It is idle to talk about their “ possible motives." 
Their motives are well known. At least they are well known to 
Secularists, who decline to be hoodwinked.— G. W. Foote.]

The Augury.

[It has been noted, as a significant coincidence, that the first 
year of Secular propaganda in Brockwell Park marks the 
departure of the rooks.

" Who’ll be the Parson?"
I,” said the Rook.]

T he old majestic elms like churches rear—
Bearing no fruit but coffins, and the nests 

O f the black-coated rook, who year by year 
Watches the husbandman, preys while he rests, 

Levying tithes on all his labor gains ;
Descends at meal-times, pilfers at early morn, 

Knowing on Sunday— when the parson reigns—
Ilis day of pris-ilege and feast doth dawn.

Ye grey old elms ! Gone is the black North Wood ;
None left to tell the tale but ye alone.

Gone are the rooks—all of the stealthy brood—
And none has missed them—troublous omens flown ! 

No more their caws will rasp the bending cloud, 
Aweing the ignorant, as clerics do.

Men multiply ; towns civilise—they’re disendowed 1 
And then, perforce, they’re disestablished too !

G eo rge  W o o d w a r d .

The deepest controversy that lies before modern society isi 
Can the social union subsist without a belief in God ?—Rt. 
Hon. John Morley, M .P.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

[Notices o f Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, 
and be marked “ Lecture Notice," i f  not sent on post-card. \

LONDON.
T he A th en/EUM H a ll  (73 Tottenham Court-road, W .) : Closed 

during’ July and August.
B radlaugh  C lub  and In stitute  (36 Newington Green-road, 

Ball’s Pond): 8.30, Bertha Jeffries Dramatic Co. in “ Engaged.”

O pen-air  P ropaganda.
B a tter sea  Pa r k  G a t e s : 11.30, F. A. Davies.
B r o c k w ell  Pa r k  (near Herne-hill Gates): 3.15 and 6.30, C. 

Cohen.
C am be r w ell  (Station-road): 11.30, C. Cohen.
E dmonton  (corner of Angel-road): 7, A. B. Moss.
F insbury  B ranch (Clerkenwell Green): 11.30, Stanley Jones.
F in sbur y  Pa r k  (near Band Stand): 3.30, W. J. Ramsey, “ What 

Must I Do to be Saved ?”
H yd e  Pa r k  (near Marble A rch): Lectures every week evening 

at 8. Sunday, at 11.30, E. P ack; 3.30, Messrs. G. W. Foote, 
W. Heaford, C. Watts, A. B. Moss, and Harry Snell.

H ammersmith  (The Grove) : 7.1S1 E. Pack.
H am pstead  H eath  (Jack Straw’s Castle): 3.15, E. Pack.
K ilburn  (corner of Victoria-road) : 7.15, S. E. Easton.
K ingsland  (Ridley-road): 11.30, R. P. Edwards.
M ile E nd W aste  : 11.30, W. J. Ram sey; 7, S. Jones. July 12, 

at 8, R. P. Edwards.
P eckham  R y e  13.15 and 6.30, R. P. Edwards.
T he T riangle (Salmon-lane, Limehouse): 11.30, W. Hcaford. 

July 11, at 8, S. Jones.
S tr a tfo r d  (The G rove): 7, W. Heaford, " Some Fallacies of 

Theism.”
S. L. E. S. (Peckham Rye): 11.15, Mr. Newland. (Brockwell 

Park) : 3.15, Mr. Storrar.
V icto r ia  Pa r k  (near the Fountain): 3.15, F. A. Davies, “ What 

has Jesus Done?” 6.30, F. A. Davies, “ What would Jesus D o?”
W estm in ster  (Grosvenor Embankment): 11.30, II. Courtney, 

" Good and Bad Points of the Bible.”

CO U N TRY.
G reat Y arm outh  F r e eth in k e r s ’ A ssociation  (Freethinkers' 

Hall, bottom of Broad-row): 7, Violin Selections by Professors 
Elliott and Rae ; 7.15, A. II. Smith, " The Church Crisis.”

H ull (Friendly Societies’ Hall, No. 2 Room): Annual Trip to 
Aldborough— leave Story-street at 8.30 by waggonettes.

L eicester  S ecular So c ie ty  (Humberstone-gate): 6.30, Mr. 
Carter (President of the Leicester Trades Council), “ A Few 
Glances at Growth.”

L iverpo o l  (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square): The hall will 
be closed during the months of July and August.

Manchester  S ecular  H a ll  (Rusholme-road, All Saints): 
Closed for Summer Season.

South  S hields (Captain Duncan’s Navigation Schools, Market­
place) : 7.30, A reading.

S h effield  S ecular S o cie ty  (Hall of Science, Rockinglmm- 
street) : Members and friends will meet in front of Victoria 
Station at 1.30 prompt, in time for train that leaves at 1.45 for 
Retford, and thence will go by conveyances to Tuxford Hall.

Lecturers’ Engagements.
C . COHEN, 17 Osborne-road, High-road, Leyton.— July 9, 

m., Station-road, Camberwell ; a. and e., Brockwcll Park.

A rthur  B. Mo ss, 44 Credon-road, London, S.E.— July 9, a., 
Demonstration in Hyde Park ; c., Edmonton. 16, 111., Clerken­
w ell; a., Demonstration in Regent’s P ark; c., Kilburn. 23, 
m., Mile End ; a., Demonstration in Victoria Park. 30, probably 
Northampton.

R. P. E dw ar ds, 52 Bramley-road, Notting-hill.— July 9, m., 
Ridley-road ; a. and e., Peckham. 16, m., Station-road ; a. and c., 
Brockwell Park. 23, m., Battersea ; e., Stratford. 30, m., Lime- 
house ; a., Victoria Park ; e., Edmonton.

E. Pa c k , 10 Henstridge-place, Ordnance-road, St. John’s Wood. 
— July 9, m., Hyde P ark; a., Hampstead Heath; c., Kilbum. 
16, m., Mile End. 23, a. and c., Peckham Rye. July 30, m., 
Battersea Park.

II. P er cy  W a rd , 5 Alexandra-road, Edgbaston, Birmingham. 
— July 16, Public debate at Northampton.

POSITIVISM.
" Reorganisation, without god or lin g, by the systematic 

worship of Humanity.”

Information and publications on the Religion of Humanity 
may be obtained free on application to the Church of 
Humanity, Newcastlc-on-Tyne.

LESSONS IN FREN CH .— Monsieur J ules B a il ly  desires 
Pupils. Easy plan and efficiency guaranteed. Terms very 

moderate. Address, 32 Store-street, Bedford-square, W.C.

Price Sixpence. Handsomely Printed-SHAKESPEARE
A LECTURE BY

C O L O N E L  I N G E R S O L b

“ A powerful piece of literary and philosophic^ Jp 
Ingersoll’s glowing style, his forcible logic, and hi 
crimination make his panegyric of the B ard of ' ¡ nSpiri|'n'’ 
interesting to read as, no doubt, his lecture was 
hear.”— 7 he Stage. ^

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street,

Price 3d., by post 4d.,

The Secularist’s C a t e c h i s * 11,

-In Exposition of Secular Principles, showing
the Political and Social Problems of the P L '

By CHARLES WATTS. , rf .
London: Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet'S*1-THE BEST

ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, I IIELI 

TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND 
OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM

By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V, s > ’Vt cloth 8“
160 pages, with portrait and autograph, bound in l- ^

Price is., post free. ^  ̂ •

In order to bring the information within the feaC*1Larnp^det  ̂
most important parts o f  the book arc issued in 0 JP pan1? 
pages at one pen n y , post free 2d. Copies 0 ‘ 1 
distribution is. a  dozen post free¡tribution is. a  dozen post tree. ,8oJi s‘̂ ei

The National Reformer of September jb^.3 statc^(

the Neo-Malthusian cause 
just his combination in his pamphlet of a

1#

Holmes’ pamphlet......is an almost unexcepti°aa‘ollgbp'avii.'iV
Nco-Malthusian theory and practice...... and j^es

moral feeling...... The special value of Mr. heiog £C,,,t d J
; Neo-Malthusian cause and to human well* statc,11s,a11’ ’

. pla'vi.haPl3w»||C‘ion 'vu sf»t 117
r

to

j----- - -•—  ------- L
physical and moral need for family limitation ,'vl‘" 0ffef 
of the means by which it can be secured, and a " 
corned of the requisites at the lowest possible P p ry 

The Council of the Malthusian League, * '  |,|j4i 
Allbutt, and others, have also spoken of it in VL’ , „-.strc1

■ ’ 1 - - -i ■— ts n.—  KtonccutwThe trade supplied by R. F o r d e r , 28 Stonccuu»-- ^
E.C. Other orders should be sent to the author,
J. R. HOLMES, HANNEY, W A N T A ° ^ > ^

W. J .  Rendell’s “ W i f e ' s * ^
Recommended by Mrs. Bcsant in Law ° f  ufi'1'
Dr. Allbutt in Wife's Llandbook, p. 51^ fr^ l̂op1'’aiiuuu in i j to /inn»v w v n ., . pOi’1 *

Chadwcll-street, Clcrkcnwell; 2s. per c,° ^n,ped 
in larger quantities). For particulars send /

Important Caution.
chemists usel^ss imitations substituted by 
be:n ’ ’ t.,,C r rds Rendell &  C o ,” and “ /•
bc.ng speciously and plausibly introduced to deC ^

Look fo r  A utograph R egistered  ~
TRApf:

U

NO. <82,t
A»6 ft

I Ink on each  bo x , w ith o u t  w ihci*
A RcVCrSf  q A c

finson’s Syringe, with Vertical and 1 2i\, >
> and 5s. 3d. Dr. Palfrey’s Powden crS, y- 
is. 2d. Dr. Allbutt’s Quinine I 0 

post free. _—«

THWAITES’ 6d. PACKET
One Packet will make 8 gallons °^/^tainPs' 

Directions with each packet. By post ■ ^  gl1

H E R B  B E E R -

Tho best is made fr°" ' w gP
A » . « E T  OF « “> " •

THWAITES. Herbalist, 2 C M « *  
on-Tees.

Agents Wanted.

rO^’ ’
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lei
R e t h o u g h t  W orks.

w'™ténCej£®s ° f  Charles B radlaugh.-  dinCu“ 1 V“ 3,1'108* Jarauiaugn, By G. W. Foote. 
HSo,laI anpr-u . after Bradlaugh’s death, and containing 
g Cre. Necpa°teS and characteristics not to be found else- 

ji l̂augh. ssary to those who want to know the real
nf tn

uir‘ By q J“ ® SwOl’d. A Moral and Statistical Essay on 
p°"erful ” ' , Foote. Christian papers have called it 

fc?e®0®a d masterly.” 2d
re-wrfn» By, 9 ‘ W - Foote. New Edition, revised and 

I« » ,  ¡a . ,nl (0  The Creation Story, 2d. ; (2) Eve and 
ft,“* W ’ V L Gam aild Abel> Id- ! (4) Noah's Flood, 2d. ;
1 ><*, id. /c{ iS be|- id. i (6) Lot's Wife, id. ; (7) The Ten 

’i!°) God 1 he Wandering Jews, id .; (9) Balaam’s Ass, 
ill, le Anim-,1 a B?x> 8d- i (” ) Jonah and the Whale, id. ; 
X i> cti°n, U , ’ Jd\; i r3) A Virgin Mother, 2d. ; (14) The 

®sJal re’ :ch ’ ^  ^ hc Crudfiaon, id .;  (16) St. John’s 
 ̂.^Peps ci

Orja>, ĥat the IV , mYinS what Royalty docs for the People, 
S  tetters i ?le do for Royalty. By G. W. Foote. 2d. 
V V m n ° / eSUS Christ. By G. W. Foote. Racy as 
.“«(W ^ en tative. Something Unique. 4d. *

i beCUlarism. By G. W. Foote.

fell is.

î Iythol ^ Scathin& Criticism.
^ l fiac°n. ,?y  ; or> the W isdom  o f  the A n cients. By

3d-
By G. W. Foote. 2d.

Ä  ° ic Ehn l̂and Catechism  E xam ined.
Otiiit̂ m. Is arrowly escaped prosecution, 

b i  anu\,By Jcremy Bentham.

A Masterly 
By J eremy

V , “t and vr„J J'-lciny ucn 3d-
. T . _ . Anthony Collins. Reprinted

Vl aj.j’ ’̂ltb Biography of Collins by J. M. Wheeler, 
V '  “tins HHotations by G. W. Foote. Huxley says 
l'5Cor|ln®‘‘" Is. - tCS 'Yith wonderful power and closeness of

&  Of Na'r" SUPer'or edition, on superfine paper, cloth, 2s. 
I>clb f11®® ofU* \  By Diderot and D'Holbacb. 2d.

L ,ence Unnn V *^i°n" God the Image of Man, Man’s 
«Win Fe„ ,ature the Last and Only Source of Religion. 

r S l , 6? l|ie in,«, acb> “ No one has demonstrated and 
Wo. tl"'ig F(.,,„e!y buman origin of the idea of God better 
H%\ °f Chric;H bach' ’'-Buchner, is.
N S  °f ev,Ia;m ty- By G. W. Foote and J. M. Wheeler. 

s'Sn b e Indict re'ercnces to Standard Authors. An un- 
ment °i Christianity. Vol. I., cloth gilt,

t*1e Ge,?J Christ. Being the Scpher Toldotli Jesliu, or 
Y  ce|(,and Vnl, ra.tlon ot Jesus. Edited, with an Historical 
How' 6(1. • ‘llm";ous Notes, by G. W. Foote and J. M. 

lu llin '^̂ 7 of JUnor edition, superfine paper, cloth, is. 
f V ^ e d i t i o h e  Soul. By David Hume. Not included 

. Hume's Essays. 2d. 
essitm By David Hume. 4d.Atq In essity.

By Charles Robert Newman, the 
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