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04. tcd and never done. _Glory be to

his holy name ! there is and ever will be fun for the 
little devils who handle the spits and covers, and see that 
Socrates and Bruno, and V oltaire and Bradlaugh, are 
well boiled, stewed, fried, and roasted. Every man of 
common sense and common honesty must feel, with 
the good old Puritan preachers, that if God abolished 
that sublime spectacle it would be an infamous act o f 
injustice to all the fiends and saints— especially the 
saints— who are entitled to behold it for ever and ever.

Thank God, then, for b la z e s! Y es, let the w orst 
come to the w orst, and we shall feel— as the dying 
pauper w as told he ought to feel-— thankful we have a 
hell to go  to. It is better than nothing, and the 
sm allest mercies should be gratefully received.

for who would lose,
Though full of pain, this intellectual being,
These thoughts that wander through eternity,
To perish rather, swallow’d up and lost 
In the wide womb of uncreated night ?

Thus says Belial in Paradise Lost, and his view  w as 
shared by the late Mr. W . E. Forster, the gentleman 
who passed the Education A ct o f 1870. He once told 
Harriet M artineau that he would sooner be damned than 
be annihilated. The lady, however, thought differently ; 
she even ventured to believe that he w ould change his 
mind after he had been five minutes in hell.

Curiously the blazes of hell are not illuminating. At 
least the clergy have alw ays said so. John Milton says 
so too— and he is the great authority on the subject 
after the Bible, in Protestant countries, just as Dante 
is the great authority in Catholic countries. “  Behold,” 
the women said of Dante as he walked by, austere and 
w rapt in thought— “ Behold the man who has been in 
hell and come out again !”  And the same m ight have 
been said o f Milton, for his descriptions of hell are 
magnificent, throw ing his descriptions of heaven utterly 
into the shade.

A dung-eon horrible on all sides round 
As one great furnace flamed j yet from those flames 
No light; but rather darkness visible 
Served only to discover sights of woe.

Darkness visible ! W h at a splendid paradox ! H ow 
it impresses the im agination ! The poet triumphs in 
his superb power of expression. Change the diction, 
and you have a comical Hibernicism— namely, that of 
the Irishman who said of a moonless, starry night that 
there w as just light enough to see it w as dark.

O f course the darkness of hell, in spite o f its flames, 
is a circumstance o f horror which w as invented by the 
ingenuity o f priests. These gentlemen have devoted 
immense patience to the task of m aking G od’s prison 
infinitely terrible ; and they have succeeded so well that 
there is nothing left to be done. Hell cannot be made 
hotter or blacker, or more insufferable.

W e must not conclude this brief article without 
rem arking that Old Blazes is one o f the D evil’s nick­
names. “ Go like blazes ” is accounted a slang expres­
sion, but it w as used by such a master o f prose as De 
Quincey. W e  therefore offer no apology for our own 
title.

G. W . F oote.
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Naturalism and Ethics.
( Continued from page 3 71.)

In last w eek’s Freethinker I pointed out at some length 
that all rules of ethics were in the nature of conclusions, 
drawn from accepted beliefs in God or man, or both com­
bined. Given a belief in God, and a man feels obliged to 
act in such and such a manner; given a belief in the 
organic and evolutionary nature o f society, and one is 
equally compelled to conform his conduct to his belief. In 
each case the imperative characterof ethical precepts exists 
for all who accept the data upon which they are based, 
and for either to accuse the other’s system  o f lacking 
this characteristic is sheer stupidity. Authoritativeness 
is not a quality that belongs to any one system o f ethics, 
but is common to all ; and in each case only equals the 
admission that the conclusions put forth in the shape of 
moral precepts are reasonable deductions from the beliefs 
on which they are based. From  this w as drawn the 
further conclusion that, far from it being impossible to 
effect a harmonious combination between reason and 
ethics, such a possibility w as involved in the very 
nature o f the subject. A s there can be no intelligible 
m eaning to the term “ m orality ”  save conform ity to 
such conditions as lead life in a desired direction, all 
rules o f morals must ultim ately be conformable to 
reason, since it is reason alone that can indicate what 
such conditions are.

I did not then say in w hat manner this reconciliation 
w as to be brought about, for two reasons. First, 
because all that the N aturalist is committed to is the 
belief that such a reconciliation is theoretically possible, 
and, second, because the answer to the next objection 
will, I believe, supply the desired solution. This second 
objection, that there exists a fundamental and “ inherently 
irreconcilable ”  antagonism  between individual and social 
welfare, arises from a dual confusion as to the proper 
sphere of ethics and the mutual relations of the indi­
vidual and society. T o  take an individual, as an indi­
vidual, and ask, “ W h y  should he act so as to promote 
the general welfare ?” is to imply that ethical rules may 
have authority over him quite apart from any relation to 
his fellows. This, however, is so far from being the case 
that, provided we raise ethics above the level o f mere 
physiological rules, I believe it m ay be shown that all 
m orality is essentially a social product. Place a person 
on a desert island, and moral rules, for him, cease to 
exist. Truth, sincerity, justice, benevolence, honesty, 
are all meaningless terms, apart from the existence of 
groups o f individuals. All rules o f ethics not only 
apply to man as a member of society, but likewise 
imply that his true development cannot be obtained 
apart from the society o f his fellows. Consequently, 
to leave out o f sight this aspect o f the matter is to act 
as a physiologist m ight who, while discussing the 
function of the lungs, completely ignored the existence 
o f the atmosphere.

If, then, instead of treating the individual and society 
as two distinct things, either o f which may profit at the 
expense o f the other, we treat them as tw o sides o f the 
same thing, each equally an abstraction when considered 
alone, the problem is considerably simplified, and the 
solution becomes proportionately easy. For the plain 
truth of the matter is— and it is a truth that is con­
stantly ignored by writers on ethics— that just as society 
disappears when we have abstracted all the individuals 
o f which it is the sum, so the individual, as w e know 
him, also disappears when we take from him all that 
society gives him in the shape o f institutions, language, 
education, and general social environment. E very indi­
vidual is what he is to-day as the result o f the centuries 
of social life that have preceded him, and of the social 
structure that surrounds him. E very one of the char­
acteristically human qualities, as well as a great many 
that man shares with the larger animal world, have been 
produced in response to the requirement o f a social 
medium, as surely as the w in g o f a bird and the fin o f a fish 
have unmistakable reference to the conditions under which 
their life is spent. It is in virtue only o f this considera­
tion that morality can have any im perative character 
w h a te v e r ; for if man is part o f a social structure, 
“ cell in the social tissue,”  to use Mr. Stephen’s phrase, 
receiving hurt as the body politic is injured, and pro­
fiting as it is benefited, then the refusal o f a man to act
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went to sleep again. A t noon he dined on numerous 
courses (I will return presently to the savory topic of 
dinners). Another meal followed the vesper devo­
tions. Supper consisted of some such delicacy as 
anchovies. The Em peror’s drinks were large and deep. 
He loved iced beer the first thing in the morning, and 
drank five times more Rhenish wine than any of his 
table companions. The physicians protested, and the 
gout supported their arguments with emphatic tw inges ; 
but Charles proceeded with his endless feasts, and stuck 
as zealously to his bottle as to his creed. W hen the gout 
subsided, he celebrated the respite with a b ig  omelette of 
sardines. The doctors looked on aghast. His passion 
for fish w as as unique as his orthodoxy.

In February, 1557, the bells o f the convent of Y uste 
sounded across the wooded hills, and greeted the ears 
of the Christian Em peror as he w as borne in a litter 
tow ards this asylum for meditative souls. The monks 
marched to meet him, bearing lighted tapers, and 
preceded by a crucifix. The imperial attendants flung 
down their weapons. Their master had passed into a 
new world, where carnal swords were no more needed. 
Charles knelt in prayer before the H igh Altar. His 
thoughts were directed to things celestial, and his life 
w as now shaped to Christian ends.

Charles’s library consisted of thirty-one books, which 
he seldom opened. He preferred the glittering attrac­
tions of his plate, the whole amount of which w as set 
down at more than twelve thousand ounces. O f silver 
w as his table-service ; silver also his toilet-pots, pitchers, 
and basins. Even more prized were his amulets. The 
Emperor possessed gold  rings which checked the flow 
of blood, rings which acted as specifics against cramp, 
a blue stone which cured (or did not cure) the gout, and 
four bezoar stones (chalky nodules found in the intestines 
o f animals) which remedied the plague. W hen the gout 
permitted, his Christian M ajesty delighted in m aking 
pocket-w atches, with the assistance o f Torriano— that 
same celebrated Torriano who constructed the hydraulic 
w orks of Toledo. Charles’s watches would not keep 
time together. The story runs that he reflected thus : 
“  If I cannot make timepieces agree, how absurd it is o f 
me to expect people to adopt a uniform system of religious 
belief.”

The story is good. Unfortunately, it is an invention. 
Charles had neither the w it nor the sense to make so just 
an observation.

He loved spectacles. His inventory included thirty- 
six pairs, so that he had more spectacles than books. 
Also he loved puppets. He and Torriano made dancing 
dolls, soldiers, girls with tambourines, and wooden 
birds. It is very natural for a monarch to appreciate 
puppets.

Also he liked music, especially sacred music ; so much 
so that, when a lay-clerk san g out o f tune, the emperor 
swore at him.

E atin g w as his chief religious exercise. But he also 
experienced pleasure in rehearsing his own funeral. He 
had taken part in memorial services conducted in honor 
of his deceased wife. The ceremonies had lasted three 
days, and the Emperor followed each step in the proce­
dure with great attention. A t the close of the lengthy 
ritual Charles turned to his confessor. “ W ould it not,” 
he asked, “ be well for me to perform my own obsequies, 
so that I may see with my own eyes w hat must soon 
befal me in the course of nature ?”

The priest w as amazed, burst into tears, and tried to 
dissuade Charles from so morbid an enterprise. But 
the monarch urged that it would be a beneficial exer­
cise in piety, and the confessor gave w ay. The convent 
chapel w as hung with black. Hundreds of w ax lights 
made the gloom  seem thicker. M onks and imperial 
servants gathered in the sacred building, all clad in 
the garb o f those that mourn. A  large catalfalque, 
draped in black, stood in the midst, as if it contained 
the remains o f the late Emperor, Charles V . And mean­
while Charles himself, clothed in a black mantle, and 
holding a tw inkling taper in his hand, looked on 
solemnly at the crow-d who were assistin g at his own 
mock funeral.

Such were the holy occupations of the Em peror Charles. 
I11 no sphere did his lofty character display itself to such 
advantage as in w hat may be called the kitchen depart­
ment of his Christian life. N ow  and then he found time 
to write to his princely relations, advising them to
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suppress the Lutheran heresy. But a more frequent 
subject o f correspondence w as the supply of his larder, 
and his secretaries o f state were ceaselessly w riting 
epistles to the purveyors o f provisions. The trout of 
Yuste were too sm all; a courier was ordered to bring 
the fat specimens which abounded in the river at Vallo- 
dolid. The Emperor doted on eels, frogs, oysters, and 
anchovies. From  Seville and Portugal were dispatched 
liberal allowances of soles, lampreys, and flounders. 
Pork and mutton were largely patronised. Partridges 
enjoyed the imperial favor. The secretaries were diligent 
in their endeavors to get enough pickled olives to keep 
his M ajesty in good temper. Pork sausages formed a 
darling dish. Noblemen sent gam e and vegetables, and 
duchesses provided sweatm eats.

In the beginning of September, 1558, Charles was so 
ill that his stomach would no longer retain his favorite 
beer. On the 20th o f that month he took the sacrament, 
and said : “  Lord God o f truth, our Redeemer, into thy 
hands I commit my spirit.” On the morning o f the 21st 
he called on the name of Jesus, and then expired.

Such were the closing scenes in the career of Charles, 
father o f the persecutor, Philip the Second of Spain, and 
I suppose one could scarcely have a more convincing 
illustration of the fact that the purest orthodoxy is con­
sistent with the most contemptible moral character.

F. J. G ould.

Bible Biography.

( Concluded, from page 332.)
Another condemnatory act upon the part o f M oses was 
his conduct in reference to the rebellion o f Korah, 
Dathan, and Abiram, as recorded in Num bers xvi. 
It seems that these, with others, charged M oses with 
having deceived them, which made him “ very w rath ,” 
and he invited his accusers to appear, before the Lord 
and have the matter settled ; he, however, “  said unto 
the Lord, respect not thou their offspring.”  This w as a 
crafty piece o f business, which resulted in the earth open­
ing, and his accusers “ and all that appertained to them ” 
goin g  “ down alive into the pit, and the earth closed 
upon them, and they perished from am ong the congrega­
tion.” On the m orrow certain of the “ children of Israel 
murmured against M oses and against Aaron, sayin g: Y e  
have killed the people of the L ord.” For this the Lord 
sent a plague. “ N ow they that died of the plague were 
fourteen thousand and seven hundred, besides them that 
died about the m atterof K orah .” M osesand his God seem 
to have been a congenial pair in perpetrating wholesale 
slaughter. Moses died at the age of a hundred and 
twenty years, and we are told “ there arose not a 
prophet since in Israel like unto M oses, whom the 
Lord knew face to face ”  (Deuteronom y xxxiv. 10). 
Let us hope this is true, for even one M oses is more 
than we could tolerate in these days.

The principal character whose biography is given in 
the Bible, which should be of value to professed Chris­
tians, is that o f D avid, inasmuch as he is described as 
being a “  man after God’s own h e a rt” (1 Samuel xiii. 
14 ; A cts xiii. 22). It is further stated that he was one 
“ who kept my commandments, and who followed me 
with all his heart, to do that only which was right in 
mine e y e s ”  (1 K ings xiv. 8). It is, therefore, a legiti­
mate inference that D avid ’s conduct w as approved by 
the Christian’s God. A s to what that conduct was, we 
need not go  to the w ritings of Sceptics, for it is fairly 
summarised from the Bible by the Rev. Dr. David 
Thom as, who, in his book on the Psalms, vol. iii., 
pp. 339-343, writes thus : “ In studying D avid as given 
in the Scriptures, I  read, how, in cold blood, he slew two 
hundred Philistines in order that he m ight obtain Michal, 
Saul’s daughter, for his wife (1 Samuel xviii. 20, 27). 
/  read how, in order to gratify Saul, a miserable tyrant, 
he fought with the Philistines and slew them with a 
grand slaughter (1 Samuel xix. 5). /  read how he
allowed Michal to practise a cowardly imposture on 
Saul, her father, in order to preserve his life ; and 
how, having escaped the danger himself, he left her 
to face the anger of her royal sire (1 Samuel xix.
11 -17). /  read how, when he fled to Nob in search
of Ahimelech, the priest, he deceived the priest by an 
egregious falsehood, and, by deceiving the priest, he
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present with hope and the future with honor. E very­
where the people responded, and in a few months the 
Continental Congress declared the colonies were, and of 
right ought to be, free and independent States. In con­
sequence of that pamphlet a new nation w as born, and 
it is only justice to say that Paine did more to cause the 
Declaration of Independence than any other man. W hen 
W ashington himself was on his w ay to take his seat in 
that Continental Congress, he said he hoped that no one 
thought that he was insane enough to be in favor of 
independence. So I want you to know w hat this man 
Paine did. Neither must you forget that his attacks 
upon Great Britain were also attacks upon monarchy; 
and, while he convinced the people that the colonists 
ought to separate, he proved to them that a free govern­
ment is the best that can be instituted am ong men.

In my judgm ent, Thom as Paine w as the best political 
writer o f his day, and, I may say, who ever lived. “  W h at 
he wrote w as pure nature, and his soul and his pen ever 
went together.” Ceremony, pageantry, and all the 
paraphernalia of power had no effect upon him. He 
examined into the w hy and wherefore ; he w as radical, 
and nothing short o f the bedrock satisfied him, and his 
enthusiasm for what he believed to be right knew no 
bounds. D uring all the dark scenes o f the Revolution 
never for one moment did he despair. Y ear after year 
his brave words were ringing through the land, and by 
the bivouac fires the w eary soldiers read the inspiring 
words of Common Sense, filled with ideas sharper than 
their swords, and consecrated them selves anew to the 
cause of Freedom.

Paine w as not content with having aroused the spirit of 
independence, but he gave every energy of his soul to keep 
that spirit alive. He w as with the army, he shared its 
defeats, its dangers, and its glories ; and when the situa­
tion became desperate, when gloom  settled upon all, he 
gave them the Crisis, and that Crisis w as a cloud by 
day and a pillar o f fire by night, leading the w ay to free­
dom, glory, and honor. He shouted to them : “ These 
are the times that try men’s souls. The summer soldier 
and the sunshine patriot will, in this crisis, shrink from 
the service of his country ; but he who stands it now 
deserves the love and thanks o f men and wom en.” And 
to those who wished to put the w ar off to some future 
day with a touching spirit o f self-sacrifice he s a id : 
“  Every generous parent should say, ‘ If there must be 
war, let it be in my day, that my children may have 
peace.’ ”  T o  the cry that Americans were rebels, he 
answered : “  He that rebels against reason is a real 
re b e l; but he that, in defence of reason, rebels against 
tyranny has a better title to ‘ Defender of the F a ith ’ 
than George the T hird.”

Some said it w as not to the interest o f the colonies to 
be free. Paine answered this by sa y in g : “ To know 
whether it be to the interest o f the continent to be 
independent we need ask only this easy question : ‘ Is 
it to the interest o f a man to alw ays be a boy ?’ ”

He found many who would not listen, men who would 
listen to nothing, and to them he said— and there is not 
a finer argument in our language : “ To argue with a 
man who has renounced his reason is like g iv in g  medi­
cine to the dead.” There is not a better generalisation 
in the literature of the world. And, do you know, that 
ought to adorn the walls o f every orthodox church in 
Christendom. It ought to be in letters o f gold  over the 
high altar : “ To argue with a man who has renounced 
his reason is like g iv in g  medicine to the dead.”

There is a world of political wisdom in th is : “  England 
lost her liberty in a long chain of right reasoning from 
w rong principles.” So he sa y s: “ The Greeks and 
Romans were possessed o f the spirit o f liberty, but 
not its principles, because, while they wished to be free 
themselves, they enslaved others.”

So in his letter to the British people he tried to con­
vince them that it w as not to their interest to w ar upon 
us. l ie  says : “  W a r can never be to the interest o f a 
trading nation, any more than quarrelling can be profit­
able to a man in business ; but to make w ar with those 
who trade with us is like setting a bulldog on a custom er 
at the shop door.”

The writings of Paine glitter with simple, compact, 
logical statements that carry conviction to the dullest. 
He had the happiest possible w ay of putting the case, 
o f asking questions in such a w ay that they answered 
themselves. D^y and night that man labored for America;



39° THE FREETHINKER.

month after month, year after year, he gave himself un­
reservedly to the great cause. He wanted to see the 
continent redeemed, consecrated to the happiness of 
mankind ; and I say to-night that at the close of the 
Revolution no one stood higher than Thom as Paine. 
The best, the wisest, and the greatest were his friends, 
his admirers, and had he been thinking only of his own 
good, o f his own ease, he m ight have rested from his 
toils and spent the remainder of his life in comfort. He 
would have been w hat the world calls “ respectable.” 
A t his death he would have been surrounded by clergy­
men, warriors, and statesmen ; there would have been 
an im posing funeral, miles of carriages and civic societies, 
salvos of artillery, a nation in mourning, and above all 
a splendid monument covered with lies.

He chose rather to benefit mankind. He w as not 
through with his work. A t that time the seed sown by 
the great infidels w as beginning to bear fruit in Europe. 
People were beginning to think. The eighteenth century 
w as crow ning its gray  hairs with the wreath of progress. 
On every hand science w as bearing testim ony then, as 
now, against the Church. Voltaire had filled Europe 
with light. D ’Holbach w as g iv in g  the elite o f Paris 
the principles contained in his System o f  Nature. The 
encyclopaidists had attacked superstition with informa­
tion for the masses. The foundation o f things began 
to be examined. A  few  had the courage to keep their 
shoes on and let the bush burn. M iracles began to get 
scarce ; people began to inquire ; the m arket for charms 
fell off. A t that time Am erica had set a great example 
to the world ; the word “ liberty ”  w as in the mouths 
o f men, and they began to brush the dust from their 
knees.

Thom as Paine went to France, and into the new 
m ovement he threw his energies. His fame had gone 
before him. He w as welcom ed as a friend of the human 
race. W hile on his w ay he wrote a book called The 
Rights o f Man. He wrote it for the benefit o f his 
English friends, and for forcible illustration, apt com­
parison, accuracy and clearness of statement, and 
absolute thoroughness, that book has never been 
excelled. The fears o f the adm inistration in England 
were aroused. Paine w as prosecuted for libel. He 
w as served with no summons, he w as grasped by no 
o fficer; but he w as tried in his absence, and he was 
found guilty. Y et there is not a sentiment in the entire 
w ork that will not challenge the admiration of every 
civilised human being— not one. It is a m agazine of 
political wisdom, an arsenal o f ideas, and an honor not 
only to Thom as Paine, but to human nature itself. It 
could have been written only by the man who had the 
generosity, the exalted goodness to say : “ The world is 
my country, and to do good my religion.”  W e find in 
all the utterances o f the world no sublimer sentiment. 
No creed can be compared with it, and it should be 
w rought in gold, adorned with jew els, and impressed 
on every human heart : “ The world is my country, and 
to do good my religion.”

In 1792 Paine w as elected by the department o f Calais 
as their representative in the National Assem bly, and 
so great w as his popularity in France that at the same 
time he was elected by four departments. On takin g 
his place in the French Assem bly, he was appointed as 
one of a committee to draft a constitution for France. 
Had the French people taken the advice o f Paine, there 
would have been no reign of terror, the streets o f Paris 
tfould not have been filled with blood, and the French 
Revolution would have been one o f the grandest 
successes o f the world. But Paine w as too con­
servative to suit the leaders of the French Revolution. 
T hey were carried aw ay by a desire for revenge, by 
hatred ; they had suffered so long, they had borne so 
much, they had been so trampled beneath the feet of 
kings and priests, that they thirsted for the blood of 
their oppressors. Besides all this, the French people 
had been so degraded by the Church that they were not 
fit material with which to construct a Republic. It took 
the Catholic Church one thousand years to produce the 
fren ch  Revolution. M any o f the leaders longed to 
establish a just governm ent, but the people wanted 
revenge.

( To be continued. )
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8 brue y
s ’? .*- 'neide
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Danger to Christianity, indeed ! vve Vj^us 
tianity depended upon the empty tomb ol J ^  i f  a  
upon the empty tomb of the Mahdi. But tt. , ollt l"5 
when Mr. Sims turns Christian— with or 
in his cheek.

Mr. Sims goes on to say that no har"' "¿¡do' 
Mahdi by rifling his tomb. “ lie  certain y ¿¡j; • 
indignity himself.” Certainly not. Who says 1 rop:j ; 
did Oliver Cromwell feel the indignity w!,en.onten1Pf', ]i 
up his dead body and exposed it to public . ge h1*’’ ) 
not hurt him that those who dared not jjsjjonc 
trampled upon his corpse. They did u° 
they dishonored themselves. j

i»rj

that cutting up a Christian corpse, at a ^ P ^ uttin£p!v#
Going from bad to worse, Mr. Sims JiaS jtal, ii11

M o t e S ¿ n ° nj„t,“ t,Sa-le n ,0 ¿í ,cveIan ln Bie interest of civilisation. f [d
------ o w w  what** gplausible phraseology there is no analogy

the two cases. No real dishonor is <j0'!. îsitP;.
The object‘dcorpse, for none is intended.eoi | i v u  iiwiiv 10 luiciiucv.. * --- -■ . f , ¡y.

purely scientific and humane— namely» an“
l/ n m jiln / lirp  u r if l i  a  vif» w  fn  n ir in f i f  d is e  _ aknowledge, with a view to curing disc, jy, dis j#  
suffering. In the case of the Mahdi s jj,e i e 
intended; indeed, it was the sole „-jigatl0" ISUH,tUUW , niuvvu, 11 VV tw U1U ------ - ,
And to say it was in the interest of civi 
beg the very question at issue.

Many of us fail to see how civilisation ^
. r-i i • .1, ............m to assy ,

canlisau^- _eIti
.1.3  ...i vcy  well to * body. 

does, that, “ Had we respected the Malm  ̂ w 
sion would have been that he was a saÛ   ̂oec

sion. ----------------- ----- --------  - •",‘t
wild

acts of barbarity. It is all very

ail'1 a!]PceS^ri'í.
1I11I1. X 1113 13 1IUL u y  C X l l j  *— . . .

I he Mahdi’s cause was defeated, bUj 
(light, and his warriors had been

sale. Was that not enough ?? Was it real!{ntilUlU“ to'
*#

Itu nut VUUU û . "  *— ,
ictory was only half a vict ) 
ur into the Nile and his hca e ¡t.

an old kerosene-can ?

Kitchener’s vi
body was flung into the Nile and n— -  ,;pVt

‘ We hesitate to bel*v f>:
__  A

though ¿ , 1  J )t p j .We hope Mr. Sims will take a
ing the part of a Christian advocate^5¡ri0(2lf. o'

.as JTJ
i fmental stultification, and sometimes m ' (ea> c, 

We venture to think that if Mr. Sims cv o ^  
in cold blood what he has written "h0. ;lt leliS 
the Mahdi’s tomb, he will conclude tha 
his life he was in precious bad company- f-\ fff.

. .  ,  n u t ,  u \ n  u v u c  W » I * I  —  . O t  l O l t P i , , 9. . '

are called for in regard to the n ew ^ n a sS&  pVPtjpj
book.” This gentleman is a curious s i iUt b1* .̂ rs i
Nisbet. He 
he appears to

had a lot to say last week a 1 Tbef  S f  
> mistrust very considerablylu IJI1 3 1 1 U3 L N CI y CNJI1C71V.-- - tOv' i'll* tP f

finds with it is that it leads mi
and

Willi 11 13 Lliat 1L 1CCIU3 I11C4I1/ I'- ,,11,- .H
‘ Secularism is a canker at the hÇ‘l rCrnai'*'̂ 5iiil|‘, bj.

are not vouchsafed, but it is rather m^r

that lie can live and act as lie chooses,"
nUt *a man becomes a Secularist because -  ..i1(,u

chooses, w « bel.
ment.” Now this is a very old A11
surprised to encounter it in the Refer*
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The man who differs from me in religion, 
“« ar 6 man vv*10 rejects my religion, must be a 

^°ftheviIgUmen.t .is as as bigotry itself. It is a 
Afe It spirit of dogmatism. And what is dog- 
'-%ism„‘ s defined once for all by Douglas Jerrold as

A h

grown to 

Sin

maturity.”

er had a conversation with Mr. 
- you T -°r'a’ h; the course of which lie remarked : 

v fe  are v<£jWj  PeoP*e have no country of your own, 
'.ocidents Ar , r to me, f°r does not the Bible bristle 

' ¿ 3  oWe „ dle greatness of Israel ? Why, we as
■ fefe addedVe«ytl,lin!i to the Jews.” Yes, God and all. 

fev t ,„ , 1 where can you find in the Bible, in the 
t̂arrier  ̂ - J — -  -nt> any reference to Englishmen ?»

Ä « y t h e
as jya°r̂  Koer President hasn’t read his Bible as

;»■ fen in nfec * wa'n> who detected 
1 °r thev . rtnon on the Mount— * 

naU mherit the earth.”

a reference to 
Blessed are the

le v'otorv °i° <ed out Corbett, and his wife claimed a 
¡̂n7 °ns is k’n , ause she prayed for it. Now the gret 

A r m i n e  K0LC!<ed out by Jeffries, who has a superior 
A son 11 'n Calif 'll?d him— namely, his father, who is a 
\ Jlt fe st^m^onna.  ̂The clerical parent sent his fight-v»n 3„ °l<niu *uv, u c u u
■t fefees hin 1?,®' telegram before the battle, and the 

rd has been*in " dle Lord is in it.” Perhaps so.

'•■'I
most of the fights on this planet.

>rd n
►e b. r'e0rge If. •

feilife Oratin?mfdton> Canon Mason, and Dean Farrar 
°fa  m em L& nterbury - . Tlle occasion was the

^ m o n a l ' t o
l%ri^0rîi',-  - erei if*

L C ss? a number of Protestant martyrs
- '““rial -Jr'°Us d >e s°me 340 years ago, during the time 
c It. ,‘s the f0ii et?rmation. On the pedestal of this 

,lsn ntartv°Wlne  ascription : “ In memory of forty- 
■ antf '̂I558 rs’pWh° were burnt at the stake on this 

¿Ain % the'; 1 or themselves they earned the martyr’s 
genera[j lero'lc fidelity they helped to secure for 

ons the priceless blessing of religious
J W  f ____
5* Chi^-one n  • •
A  w > s  m lr.lstl:lns W’ho were roasted to death by 
\ eifeati fe they lave parned the martyr’s crown, and,

s rfe, Ŝically'jj y may be wearing that decoration now. 
■!'ts fe  hey nev£; however, that they died for religious 

understood that principle. The Pro-teof._that never
PC's

* '**‘H ap-0 —‘»»vioiuyu 111(1L

Ik- themltilPrison t- Were just as ready as the Catholics to 
deeY This ¡1 0r*-Ure) and murder those who differed 

“o'oiis .■  All Proved by their writings and proved byAll

I W S r . * 1“  historian is able to say is that 
■ JrilS fall es betvvn° lted’ though quite undesignedly, by 

V 0, N  an io '?  Catholics and Protestants. When 
ITl0n eiiofe themselves there is always a chance 

I',,. neniy of both sides.

& & PS.affordsUb;ht to feel indebted to the law for the 
just-°yant ” I ,? 11} against unauthorised rivals. A 

!f'6 3 ShlC®S.—  1,as ’r?  shLC?,s at D p ? !  êen prosecuted before the West 
bAch .0lllv n,„ j. Ur3'for fortune-telling. HerdefenceX > c h  Paly p, .. •u.mi.o-iuiii.R.

■ vr? S Enp-]., 'pted the future as every minister of
As?,to be : d Predicted the future.” Her pre- 

!  an Silid ?  'f she 1 .^  about as reliable as those of the 
' illii?hi|C I tliinl-j11?w "'hat the result of the case would 

r‘,"e.” i, t see— it will be dismissed. I cannot
c°st;feoÜlit she

Ä a ? C h r ; .

Was ‘mposed.
was wrong, for a fine of forty

"'ll!

>n

soon become as dangerous 
a to be. An American faith-curer, 
' . a°W been sentenced to five months’

under
American faith-healers are 

they are not greater humbugs 
who imprison them for carrying

¡ s , % en,
r  ̂t?0lis u‘ ManvUltrntiary because a child died

A A ' P V ’ “ “ ’ ' "  

k a  —

Tl?ac*e affo-ain1 Praying in the street was the 
'■ i k ihe p °Ccasiot?ed lhe inhabitants of Vienna the 

'4t ? P eror ,,, Was the procession of the Corpus 
V \  3 'lan’f 'oweyo- as bare-headed and bore a lighted 
>,Vge ; tolo^aiform ",as but a mock-humility, for he 

kL ,h' V ;  . The the whole scene was a wonderful 
6rtfSllllty of in- Mull Gazelle comments on thev o ,

6 ;is a '^rround-^L mediaeval display amidst such 
h , S°*ernn ^s’ and rightly describes the whole

mummery ,j| f  '
cliaen°U n

ep.,/ 'he \t., a ^ecular hall, but a Congrega- 
arU t_  J ° r of Rye— who was a Christian, 

uenly dropped down dead whilst

speaking. Providence has, therefore, deprived the pious of a 
text for many awe-inspiring discourses.

A Stockport parish clerk went climbing on Conway Castle 
Tower after a jackdaw’s nest. The Lord, of course, could 
not be expected to take care of one of his servants who 
ventured on such an undignified school-boy exploit. So he 
carefully let him drop about thirty feet and injure himself, 
just for all the world as if he were unconnected with the 
Church.

Whilst we hear of a clergyman walking into a lion’s den, 
we also hear of a poor pitiful cleric who was so frightened at 
an owl fluttering from its nest of young ones that he must 
needs have it shot. The owl, says a correspondent of the 
Daily M ail, was a fine brown specimen, much rarer of its 
kind than the clergyman who had it murdered.

The rector of Flint has received the lie direct. Sir John 
Brunner accuses him of “ absolute falsehood.” The rector is 
said to have written a letter containing the fine charitable 
remark : “ I think the will of Tom Ellis will open the eyes of 
the poor farmers of Merioneth who have been subscribing to 
his keep all these years.” Sir John denies that the farmers 
subscribed, as suggested, to the keep of the late Parliamentary 
whip.

The temper and good taste of the rector of Flint may be 
judged by his statement that Mr. Ellis’s life “ was an illustra­
tion of one of the evils in the social life of Wales due to the 
influence of sectarian Calvinism— namely, the prevalence of 
deceit.”

Bishop Hurst, the Methodist Chancellor of the American 
University of Washington, is in serious trouble. He was 
joined by God in the holy bonds of matrimony to Mammon, 
in the person of a Buffalo millionaire’s daughter. The lady 
now thinks she has serious grounds of complaint against the 
Bishop, and is suing for a divorce.

The Rev. Owen Spencer Watkins, Wesleyan chaplain to 
the forces in the Soudan, is responsible for some nonsensical 
gush about soldier-lads out in the Soudan “ serving not only 
their Queen and country, but the>r God and Savior, Jesus 
Christ.” Suppose this chaplain were smitten on one cheek, 
physically or figuratively, would he be inclined to turn the 
other ? If he would, it is more than any of his boasted 
soldier-lads might be relied upon to do. But it is like a 
parson’s “ cheek ” to associate Christianity with warfare in 
the face of New Testament teaching.

Cycling church-parades have now come in for condemna­
tion as tending to the desecration of the Sabbath and the 
diminution of public worship. The Newcastle-on-Tyne 
Presbytery have been gravely considering the subject, which 
is now referred to the Presbyters’ Committee on Religion 
and Public Morals. Sunday cycling does, indeed, bid fair 
to endanger the claims of the Savior, especially in fine 
summer weather. Sad to think of, is it not?

Thus writes a correspondent of the Nonconformist Indepen­
dent in dealing with the catholicity of the Church of England : 
“ This very week the present writer said to a priest of the 
National Church, ‘ You are nothing but a Theist,’ to which 
he replied, 1 Sometimes barely that.’ ” Rather a curious kind 
of “ priest,” if the story be true. It is probably his remnant 
of Theism that prevents him from being honest and leaving 
a Church where he has obviously no place

An American visitor complains of the goings-on at Stratford- 
on-Avon church. “ It is now,” he writes, “ a great plaster 
factory inside, full of scaffolding and lime-dust. Can t ait Act 
of Parliament be had to stop that vicar? He is still imploring 
visitors, by a printed notice, to give him more for ‘ more res­
torations.’ Let me beg them by all that is sacred not to give 
him a penny.” ___

The valuable living of St. Magnus the Martyr, in the City 
of London, has fallen to the lot of the Rev. Andrew Edward 
Caldecott. He is a High Churchman. His predecessor, 
who held the living for forty years, was a Low’ Churchman. 
The flock has nothing to do with the color of its shepherd. 
That is decided by the gentleman who owns the right of 
presentation. ___

Dean Farrar has chosen the funny title of True Religion 
for the new book he is publishing. We did not suspect him 
of being such a humorist. ___

A new field of enterprise is opening up to the “ popular 
preachers.” The Electrophone Company is supplying 
receivers to some of the London Hospitals, and patients are
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tlius enabled to hear the eloquence of fifteen selected men of 
God. When a patient is too weak to hold the ordinary 
receiver, a special instrument, known as “ the headgear 
receiver,” is fitted over his cranium. It is well to know that 
the apparatus is only usable “ on the authority of the medical 
officer,” for some popular preachers— Dr. Parker, for instance 
— are rather exciting. If a patient heard the sudden exclama­
tion of “ God damn ” somebody or other, it might throw him 
into a dangerous relapse.

We venture to suggest that these popular preachers should 
visit the hospitals and cure the patients, instead of preaching 
to them. The method is simple and cheap, and is plainly 
prescribed in the New Testament. All the men of God have 
to do is to lay hands on the sick, and Jesus Christ has 
promised that they shall recover. Faith alone is wanted for 
the operation to be successful, but that is what the men of 
God appear to lack.

Answers offers prizes for funny stories, but notifies that 
“ No irreverent ones will be accepted.” Jesus Christ said 
that his disciples were the salt of the earth, but our good (or 
goody-goody) contemporary doesn’t want too much salt in its 
jokes.

“ Astounded ” wonders in the Echo “ how long the so-called 
Secular lectures will be permitted to be delivered in Hyde 
Park.” This gentleman appears to be smarting from per­
sonal experience, for he complains that opponents only have 
ten minutes each to reply to these lectures, and that the 
lecturer always has the last word. But what would the 
gentleman have? If each opponent had the same time as 
the lecturer, the meetings would last all day. And why 
should Christians expect to have the last word at their own 
meetings and at Secular meetings too ? We fear that 
“ Astounded ”  has had a bad time at the hands of one of 
the lecturers he calls upon the police to put down.

William Joseph Powell, alias Walton Powell, professional 
infidel-slayer, president of the Anti-Infidel Society, and perhaps 
the dirtiest-mouthed blackguard who ever stood on a Christian 
platform, having already served a term of fifteen months’ im­
prisonment for procuring young girls for immoral purposes, 
was arrested soon after his release from prison on a charge of 
bigamy. His trial took place last week at Wells before Mr. 
J ustice Phillimore, who sentenced him to twelve months’ hard 
labor. Another year must therefore elapse before Powell can 
rejoin his old anti-infidel colleagues and do battle for Jesus 
Christ.

Apropos of the Rev. Hugh Price Hughes’s presentation at 
Court, the Phoenix says that “ efforts are now being made to 
secure the same privilege for the Grand Prinio of the Ante­
diluvian Order of Buffaloes.”

Referring to the Sir George Stokes jubilee, the Phoenix 
remarks that he receives ^650 a year as Lucasian Professor 
at Cambridge, for which he docs “ absolutely nothing.” No 
wonder he is able to support the Christian Evidence Society.

Mrs. Besant confides to a Daily M ail interviewer— they 
didn’t interview her when she was an Atheist— that “ a 
flippant form of materialism is becoming widely prevalent 
in India.” About as flippant, probably, as her own material­
ism was a dozen years ago.

New York has been suffering from a terrible heat wave. 
June 6 this year was the hottest June 6 ever registered by the 
Weather Bureau. Meetings were held in the country districts 
praying for rain. The supplicators have only to wait, and 
their prayer is sure to be answered.

If there is anything in a name, the River Lark is just suited 
for public baptisms. We are not at all astonished to hear 
that eleven females and four males were dipped in it, near 
tlie ferry at Isleham, on a recent Sunday, and that two thou­
sand people assembled to see the show.

Poor Parson Downman, of East Maudit, near Welling­
borough, bought twenty Westralian shares at ¿ 2  each, 
expecting to sell them soon on a rising market at or 
¿¿4 ; but the shares went down, down, down, as might 
have been expected, and poor Parson Downman is now 
in the Bankruptcy Court.

A Shrewsbury man of God, the Rev. G. W. Elliott, was 
found drunk in the streets, covered with soot and grease, and 
surrounded by a crowd of school children. Sentence— five 
shillings or seven days.

How they love one another ! Four hundred Protestant 
workmen on Queen’s Island, Belfast, surrounded a Catholic 
workman in the dinner hour, and called upon him to curse 
the Pope. Refusing to do so, he was dragged along the

181 ^

ground, kicked and beaten, and thrown into the 
he would have been drowned but for the assistance
bathers and a constable.

There ";L' 1
How they love each other! Once more. * „jr • 
range funeral the other day at Bedlington. "  • |<ii
•~i ------- 1—; r------1 j  1  1  fnniiest n»> “„.ystrange-------- _------- ----  ----------- s  havil,6_.

Niel Conway being found dead, and an inquest 
held in due course of law, the coroner’s certificate 
over to Mr. Daves, undertaker, who was to buiy t"' 
at the expense of the Guardians. A relative bre k gngl.i • 
Baines to officiate, but Dr. Pearce, the Church 0fp 
vicar, also turned up to do the job. Being n' Oth°r. 
situation, the Protestant vicar refused to let ^  r'-' 
priest officiate there, so the latter had to r,caf s[(1nt 
service on the highway. After that the 1 to ^  
refused to let the corpse be buried at all. , ntentsil* : 
taker, who had to get rid of the coffin and its COj 
how, pushed the vicar and the sexton aside, an 
the burial business himself. _

The Bishop of London complains that “ tl'e ¡̂s 
ignoring ideas of a theological nature by the >’°l j  t0 o’1!1', 
ordinary.” That is why the clergy fight so ha stu(feJ 
education. They know that theology must he n 
children if it is to stand a chance of living, y 11 M) itiQ11 
as they take medicine, with closed eyes and 1 
But once inside it operates.

-------- ■ r tO K
The Bishop of Stepney says it is a terrible th*ak no 

that out of 1,000 boys of the age of fifteen 90 0 . yc $ 
of worship. Terrible to whom ? Not to the boj >
His lordship means terrible to the clergy.

1 1 “ clcp̂ t-C'
Dr. Stubbs, Bishop of Oxford, bewails the gii lv 

increase of clerical poverty, and pleads " ’an poOr 
of the Clergy Sustentation Fund. Well no" > js in a j  
is unfortunately placed; but a poor clergy”' 
happy position. He is earning the first blessi h LJ si- 
in the Sermon on the Mount, and he is sure 0 ¡3 ti’1 v;
heaven after his funeral. To diminish his pc' 
his present condition and future prospects. D • pooPys, 
therefore hold his tongue on the subject, and le ^ poi 
— what there are of them— float to glory wit• .
instead of sinking to Hades with financial ba

jallybeen very P‘01}Sers.
>unday-school t e a d ^ e * *

Lord Chancellors have usu 
Cairns, and Selbornc were Sunday-semn" -- ¡-„¿¡ey 
was, the present Lord Halsbury. W h ereu p o n  
that “ Godliness, with good practice, is great h‘

-----  rgh
A curious passage occurred in the ■ Â i,!\yaHaCe' •• 

News article on the death of Dr. Robert _ }c-
“ His mind,” our admirable contcmporaO tj,e ‘ 
saturated with Scotland’s two great classics"! otcli 
Burns.” We did not know the Bible was a a (Jl 
I’erhaps we shall hear next that Isaiah was 
and that Jesus was executed on Arthur’s Sea •

—  tt nytbe V
Philip Hambrook, an old man, was charge^ ocat'0''> bi 

assaulting Ins brother without the slightest pro j  a V,i  ̂
defendant said he was bound to do it, and <L. jitf*S m  
of Bible texts in support of his theory. ¡1)tl a’.tpik 
remanded him in order that the state of m* 
investigated. It is to be hoped they will *
Book from him in prison, and give him a c
round.

ic a fir i? ^
11111913 \U1C39 L11C111 i f  a iv  --------

igious liberty at Cheltenham. 1 Nof>cf 
are closed already on Sunday, and now •1  ̂
have persuaded the Town Council to r*rat ets. 
will stop the sale of newspapers in the s 
church, damn you ; come to church.”

Nonconformists (bless them 1) are energ^'^.^ge^fli'l’j 
civil and religious liberty at Cheltenham. . If
nrn rlncprl nlrparlv on Qnnrlau ntlil flOW '

Death Day Commemora'tions' j  h

serious commemorations— to recognise a 0bser' e f’ t t 
death, not of the birth, of great men. jntr°a ¡5 11 
needlessly to double the occasions, and t piah j e y  
tially false ideas. The birth of any ¡S) in pf
national event; it is not an epoch at ah >- a 
great crisis in history. It is the close îiic*1 ‘ j. .ys
which alone is marked by contemporaries) rciT fei1' -J 
cerns the world, and which only history llc , ;̂caL|Jft jy 
of birth are private, domestic, or lllcJeir 
Families may observe the birthdays j date 
Christians may celebrate the purely fa’l?' f0r g  l * 
was incarnate in the Virgin’s womb. ,pterm'tieu ,il 
human affairs it is the end of life which “  e ¡is 
in the social  ̂ world, and such rememW 
worthy to maintain.— Frederic Ilarrisotit

There is one condition which ought h’ Ĵ’ ylVCrsarp
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements.
j  ------ --------------- ----------------

'r°“Sh \a?. Athenaeum Hall, Tottenham Court-road : 7.30, 
ure to God.”

To Correspondents.

‘Ts's Lecturing E ngagements.— AH com-Wat.
.* ârm;,',1./or '̂r. Charles Watts should be sent to him at 

1 Balhan 
¡ssed en\ 
the cop 

P. g(1, 0 our attention.

J Mrminla ^na
Balha

■ "-Th;
im, S.W. If a reply is required, a

essed envelope must be enclosed.

ave
ALL_

e tc

^   ̂many of our readers,

copy of Fiske’s Through Nature to God.

Glad 1Ke to Spf» *° âve yo«»* batches of cuttings, and should
W  v'd Very 1
>W,j EaTE.-_-t

,0uId vor„See y°ur pen occasionally active in our columns,

W ”̂ -T h a n k s for the cutting. We had, however, 
itv c . n’ and written upon, the Referee paragraph.
S y S S ?  Engstrom, secretary of the Christian .Evidence 
S &  as a letter on Sir G. G. Stokes, which is too late 

10n >n this week's Freethinker, but will appear in our
'H va«
H?11 Bran’̂ a s  from Beverley, wishes for particulars a s  to  the

He says he has written to the gentleman whose V $ „ seiven in a,-----  ■ • -•
■ V ^ r _ The1 ln the Almanack, but has received no reply, 

controversy _ is hardly worth prolonging. 
1 h ' ,0r the nr 'et 'e tter must be regarded  as  ending it—a t

A l ^ Ê  orcattinss-

: C.
‘n,

1 b "̂ak, iosRS Bcheme.— Miss Vance acknowledges:—

S.„ ■ whl
See “ Sugar Plums.”

)'orlis°nod, jl e heroic Colonel Picquart was arrested and 
ha r ' parwin o °ks he had brought in to read were the 
‘•(*5., his bein., ■Pencer> and Mill. This does not favor the 

’sT|j> ’cas/} * Catholic. We judge by this fact. What 
ihiU BRisti\̂j e  ̂lron,cie rely upon ?

>neXtrai J rho;r ; , S.for your interesting letter. We shall
lri th¿NSD°‘V.^\v

'• i.> P 'e te 'V

& ^ RKLNrP o n 't

m >t next week

E, ^ 0liiplete seenLh0^  sa  ̂ l̂at îe **rst King England,sense of «

V the4p^/isettis one-volume edition of Shelleys 1

^ K 5 «'nker,
hd raLIn"’and of •. ' you want to get a large vocabulary, and 
-h re4d Coud1(>' V , n t res°rt to unlimited desultory read- 

T. r Hh0. 'hem f ° ‘ classics—say Shakespeare and Milton— 
f•sii>, s,ll'd w0rH|Ue"Uy antl attentively. Milton employs 

K sV \ V e  „ ds’ Shakespeare fifteen thousand.
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Sugar Plums.

M r. F oote lectures at the Athen;eum Hall, 73 Tottenham 
Court-road, this evening (June 18). His subject will be 
“ Through Nature to God,” with special reference to Professor 
Fiske’s new book bearing that title— the latest attempt to press 
Darwinism into the service of Religion.

Miss Vance is busy arranging for the Sunday Freethought 
Demonstrations in the London Parks, etc., which Mr. Foote 
will speak at and generally superintend, as he did last year. 
It is probable that the first of these gatherings will take place 
at Finsbury Park next Sunday (June 25). Full particulars 
will be given in next week’s Freethinker.

Mr. Cohen lectured to a very large audience in Victoria 
Park last Sunday'on “ The Church Crisis.” Several ministers 
were in the meeting, but none of them opposed. A collection 
was taken up for the Hospital Sunday Fund.

Many of our readers will be glad to hear that the long- 
promised collection of Mr. G. L. Mackenzie’s poems—most 
of which have appeared in our columns— is nearly ready for 
publication. We take this opportunity of correcting a mis­
print in a recent paragraph of ours on this matter. We were 
made to say that Mr. Mackenzie ghoulishly ranged “ from 
grave to grave.” O f course we wrote “ from grave to gay.”

Mr. Arthur B. Moss had a good and attentive audience on 
Sunday last in Finsbury Park, although supported on either 
side by Christian Want-of-Evidence lecturers. Mr. Schaller, 
of the West London Branch, presided, and the proceedings were 
somewhat enlivened by opposition from a Mr. Steggles, of 
North London fame. Mr. Victor Roger will occupy the 
platform this Sunday at the request of a few of his old 
friends, who do not often get an opportunity of hearing him 
lecture.

Although we war against priestcraft, and have a poor 
general opinion of clericals, we are glad to meet now and 
then with a man of sense and honor amongst them. The 
Typographical Circular, official organ of the Typographical 
Association, reports a really excellent sermon on Sunday 
newspapers by the Rev. W. Lindsay, of Christ Church, 
Nottingham. This reverend gentleman takes up just the 
positions that we have adopted in the Freethinker. He 
says that in a complex state of society like ours some people 
must work on Sunday ; that it is the Monday morning paper 
which causes Sunday labor on the part of journalists and 
printers; that good Synday papers are capital things for 
people who don’t go to church and won’t read heavy books ; 
that newsvendors ought to be allowed to sell them freely on 
Sunday morning, and that they have as much right to income 
from such sale as “ any preacher has from his Sunday sermons.” 
Mr. Lindsay is quite a rara avis.

The West Ham Branch holds its first quarterly meeting 
to-day (June 18) at 10.30 a.m., at 19 Martin-street, Stratford. 
All members are requested to attend.

A Branch of the N.S.S. has been formed at Forth, South 
Wales, in a perfect hotbed of religious bigotry. A members’ 
meeting, to which friends are invited, will be held to-day 
(June 18) at 6 p.m. at 7 Stanley-place, Cymmer.

Mr. Joseph Collinson, Hon. Secretary of the Criminal Law 
Department of the Humanitarian League, recently addressed 
a memorial to Sir Mathew White Ridley, Bart., M.P., on the 
subject of the inequality of criminal sentences passed by 
different judges, and protested against the extreme severity 
of the sentences passed by some of them. In view of this 
action, to which reference was made in our columns at the 
time, it is interesting to learn that the judges and the Home 
Office are making a joint effort to reduce the irregularity of 
such sentences, and a committee of Queen’s Bench Judges 
has been appointed to consider the question. The first meet­
ing of their lordships, presided over by Lord Russell of Kill- 
owen, was held at the Law Courts a few days ago.

M. Brisson, the French premier who fell over the Dreyfus 
Revision, but not before he had made it sure, seems likely to 
return to office again now that M. Dupuy has fallen. M. 
Brisson is a man of high character and great capacity. He 
is also a Freethinker. Many years ago, when President of 
the* Chamber of Deputies, he called out to Bishop Freppel, 
“  For the love of God be patient, and you shall be heard." 
“ There is a God, then,” retorted the Bishop. “ 1 am merely 
conceding the thing to you,” said M. Brisson, “ to induce you 
to hold your tongue.”
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Mr. H. Trotman, a Secularist, and member of the South­
wark Vestry, has moved and carried a resolution : “ That it 
be suggested to the authorities of the British Museum that 
it would be an advantage to the public that lectures or short 
addresses on the objects exhibited should be given between 
three and four o’clock on Sunday afternoons in the various 
departments under their control.” A copy of this resolution 
was ordered to be sent to all the Vestries and District Boards 
in London.

The New York Truthseeher for June 3 contains a photo­
gravure reproduction of Wilson Macdonald’s fine bronze bust 
of Thomas Paine, which has just been placed on the Paine 
Monument at New Rochelle. The cost of the bust was 
defrayed by a public subscription, organised by Dr. E. B. 
Foote, junior.

The great importance of the Secular Society, Limited, is 
made apparent by a recent decision in the Edinburgh Court 
of Session. The late David Hardie, of Bavelaw Castle, 
Midlothian, left the residue of his estate, which amounted in 
the gross to .£1,795 18s. 8d., for the purchase of premises in 
the city of Edinburgh, to be used as a shop “ for the sale of 
books dealing with the subject of free thought.” The trustees 
bought a shop last year for £750, but, having done that, they 
encountered “ obstacles, probably insurmountable.” Then the 
heir-at-law, Mr. William Johnstone Hardie, appealed to have 
the trust set aside, on the ground that it was indefinite, un­
certain, and incapable of being carried out, and was, more­
over, irreligious and contrary to public policy. Lord Kin- 
cairney would not enter into the second part of this contention, 
but he set aside the trust as “ void for uncertainty and as im­
practicable.” Freethought, he declared, was a word that 
carried no precise m eaning; besides, the books to be sold 
might be for or against Freethought— it was impossible to 
say which. The result is that a thousand pounds or so is 
lost to the cause which the late David Hardie wished to 
promote. Fortunately, the Secular Society, Limited, is now 
in existence, and money can be bequeathed to it, accompanied 
by special directions, if necessary, with absolute legal security.

Mr. Foote’s motion, carried at the Birmingham Confer­
ence, for the raising of a Twentieth Century Fund to counter­
act the special efforts of the Churches, will soon be presented 
in a detailed form to the attention of the Secular party. Mean­
while, we may announce that the Fund has already been started 
by a cheque, in the Treasurer’s hands, for £20 from Mr. J. 
Umpleby, of Blackburn, who is now the National Secular 
Society’s oldest vice-president.

The Conversion.

T hree godly missionaries 
To Britain said goodbye,

And went to smash the Lares 
O f the Anthropophagi ;

And each one sang, as if he 
Would surely bust and die,

“ We’ll convert you in a jiffy,
O ye Anthropophagi !”

They reached the happy regions 
Where folk their foemen fry,

And lived among the legions 
O f the Anthropophagi.

They fed on turtle, chicken,
And porkers from the sty :

“ There’ll be a good fat pickin’,”
Grinned the Anthropophagi.

The odors palms are rich in 
Commingled from on high 

With the odors from the kitchen 
O f the Anthropophagi.

“ Would ye convert us, boasters ?
Nay, into toothsome pie 

We convert all holyghosters,”
Sang the Anthropophagi.

Ex-Ritualist.

Two Damns.
When a wicked and profane person cries Hell and damnation, 

lie merely means that he is annoyed for the moment; but 
when a pious person utters the same words he means that 
the immense majority of mankind shall be tortured beyond 
conception for ever and ever. So infinitely more potent are 
godly than devilish curses ! so infinitely more potent than the 
word of the Devil is the word of God— the Gospel of good 
tidings.—James Thomson ( “  B . V."J.

I believe it to be true that a feeling of humanity will 
ultimately prevail. What I fear is lest at the same time the 
world should become a great hospital, consisting of sick folk 
and their attendants—  Goethe.

“ Trust in God.
. ■ “ Tru*1

O ne of the favorite exhortations o f the pulpit is, ,0[1. 
in G od.” And the preachers exhibit their P.er °̂" nearlj' 
fidence in the teaching by practically ignoring' > 
every day of their lives. A ccording to a story rUral 
recently appeared in a religious weekly, a certasccre3 
dean came in for a pretty sm art rebuke on this ^
little time ago. And most people will agree .fl 
rebuke w as well deserved. The rural dean-

the

course of his perambulations, came across tl ^  
builder engaged in repairing a tumble-downer.^ 
church. The cleric suggested, am ongst other 
matters, that a lightning-conductor should be 

Certainly not, Mr. D ean ,”  said the builder^
Christian Yorkshirem an 
for the use o f God !”

I am repairing

vthifl5,
Certainly G od— if  he is to be trusted to do any cjjlly 

m ight be relied upon to take care o f an edifice 
dedicated to his service. The builder w a sj’igh*^
religious point o f view , in placing his con

fidence
respf

he had been taught to repose it, and in t,ha[ ^  jlje 
proved him self to be the more consistent behev' ¡rj 
two. But the rural dean at the time had Pr . ^ 311“ 
his mind some painful remembrances of chu ^  ¡f tb*~ r ------ - a as ’ '
chapels struck by lightning, just the same
sacred buildings had been devoted to the most . n 

> • - - -  -----  -T-i— ;mnartia“ ;fDivine imp:
occasion5’

113“

ductor- -an exhibition o f limited confidence^0* ¡yef
of the cleric hardly so likely to be as w e‘‘f t|ie p10̂
celestial quarters as the

and even impious, uses. The 
recklessness manifested on various 
probably led him to be wary.

The disillusionment had not, o f course, 
trust in God ; or, rather, had not stoppe 
tions o f dependence on A lm ighty power. 
trust w as not so strong that it could not be s t r ¡ c cC11
by such a little w orldly contrivance a s  an e c , paj 

........  - -  • - -  '--ice on «  did

'vell/S>
child-like faith 0 to 

layman. The rural dean’s cautious supple ^  stipu 
trust in heaven looks very much like the usu (egfÔ  
tion of an em ployer en gagin g  a clerk for s° ¿̂eOte  ̂
sible financial p o s t : “  I have complete con  ̂ s;nĝ  
your honesty— I assure you I don’t doubt it j ifl)'5 
moment— but, o f course, I shall have to pr0 
through a Guarantee Society .”  e'sJ

It is alw ays trust in God plus  trust in sorn^ v e ^ ’ * 
which som ething else is practically, if not a 
thing mainly relied upon. Il0t a^ .

The teaching o f the N ew  Testam ent , f ° ^ ereby ¡̂f 
o f the “  savin g element o f common sense '' 
fessing Christians preserve them selves at t th^Ljl 
their creed. M aterial means, as in the case spir> ,
ment o f the sick, are e: c" 'rnr k
methods from which we 
certain, satisfactory, and lasting results.

¡ili'excluded in favo* ~ eCt (V 
taught to -<

o<1

In
/  ̂  ̂ ^ ' w _ by P

are specially enjoined to look for recover) j  
---------- :„ a\a 4-u:̂  *u* fo„<- that durif1*

K
am reminded o f this by the fact that -  .
illness I received a letter from a pious reja ^

a .

me, in the most urgent terms, to “  trust m Vgter1 
writer knew that I had no belief in the ex tft r O
god  o f any kind, but still I w as implor® 1
recovery in one o f some sort who was If 
I fear that, being then "in a highly sens1 ^  3 f 

doubt well-m eant missd
Atregarded this n o ____

o f m ockery of a very irritating kind, 
the torn fragm ents o f  the epistle were  ̂
picked up at the bedside, and I recall t 
advice with no special feeling o f gratitude- ^ 3  

A  more delusive and dangerous doctrl ed \0^ ' 
o f trust in God could hardly be PreS reat p
credulous section o f mankind— and how S ‘;  sq  jy 
consLtuency ! W herever it is accepted in h°-ne ^ t
i e r r ’ n  m° St disastr°u s c o n s e q u e n c e s * ^
Whn • f h e .w eak dependence on awho 1S rep uted to be not only capable, but ’ 
ever a n a ous> , 0 help his creatures, saps ^  ”
I, , very springs the spirit o f  self-reliance, •

emancipation and progress o f  mankind c [eOi,0M i■  - - ■ c o n s ^ j y
V

-------------............. .........-  t o-
the extent to which men are induced * supP û te>
trust in God, and to rely upon heaven‘/ ¡Jiaaei^jfil,.ft 
will be disposed to neglect as useless 0 nleans ’̂b1 
even unholy, the natural and materia t 0 
at their hands, and by the em p'0) 1
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c‘vilisati

i8gg.

areal,. lon and individual happiness and improvement 
e to be achieved.It i:

1 °Pen, no doubt, to be said, on behalf o f believers 
v ]° are too wise in their generation to underrate the 

of Personal exertion, that their trust in God nn- 
des: a confidence that he m ay achieve the ends they 
M,., “ rough the m aterial means they employ. _ But 
Bv V s the evidence o f any such Divine w o rk in g . 
fie j ^  nieans may it be traced, or defined, or identi- 
resu|. ®niy by some special act o f intervention, having 

s not otherwise to be accounted for, could the 
Bod be made clear ; and the evidence o f any 

A ^ r v e n t io n  js exactly the thing that is lacking. 
guida st “ stances of alleged miraculous preservation or 
the m?.i5 /0̂ ovv'lng  upon trust in God, who shall estim ate
y en revva^6 ° P cases ’n which equally implicit trust has 
fheol0„. w*th pitiless desertion and destruction ?

latter n% ob course, have a ready plea in regard to 
°ecessitv u b le exponents o f religious dogm as must of
aCCOnimode aKvay s prepared to shift their ground and 

 ̂ j 0 . a' e themselves to circumstances ; otherwise 
woulcjneS aS ^*v*ne intervention and providential

e5i‘stence**U .pan*sh ‘nto thin air in face of the facts of 
fill finri'., lheref°re they assure us that the victims 
feas ^ . . “ eir- left tb lleir rewarcI hereafter— that the Lord who 
jlN (ianceem to their fate in this life will bestow an 
”°tgh Ono0  ̂ care upon them in another existence,

be atra‘i °ne Would think that the presumption would 
the r SUch an eventuality. If a  friend deserts you 

afe tin. ,rst occasion when you need his help, the chances 
$ion, 7 ?  favor of w,* ----- ------ --— “*aVor of his assisting you on some other occa- 
tl!in̂ aconVeV̂ r’ tble parsons’ plea has the advantage of 
t'10̂  it hVenient postponement in the interests o f belief,
, at im- as the disadvantage o f affording but little ofO d i a t i

< rs 
Î ere
aer. 
th.

, ,e satisfaction and encouragem ent which 
'  o prefer a bird in the hand— seem most to

t'7  ls a familiar saying that God
ves!mrelves- As a  qualifying Provl > ¿Acuity, 
°ugh° fft the theologian a little ou It seems

Pithff 1 °f course, it is a  pure assump ’ tionS) and
f̂taj-i ° . '“ it the scope of the Divine P . . nuous

y f°°ks very much like one of . °  d a legal
V Umec fuses which are sometimes in W express

^  legislative enactment, w j * e  e jp  ^  
least, u destroying the essential feat;ure shouid
ltUst iA ,suggests that man, in the firs P ^  should 
V n\S s e lf . The Secular teaching » th rfhe  s 
v  A h’“ self, both first and last, and experien _ P

nere>n alone : "e is ssafety. F rancis N eale.

Re;
5* °ur n

'Sion, Morality, and Education.

, and f~a£® an  ̂ for the future a foundation 
>  nf'd' can u„Urnd for culture and morality different
%

must
from

%

o Can bp7  • r cu|ture and morality Uiiierent irom
'?a6rs d which1Urni shed t° us by religion. It is not the

in»1 °f vvhYii ac' s am elioratingly or ennoblingly upon 
71(1 r  Proof • i f  ' the Middle Ages furnish us with a

civ:..1 g e n p -’ • u t  t h e  p n n n h i ; . ^  « r  fl-i^ m r ir o n f in n  n f
■ ?fosi:saf

®lleral ?fu- Vle e|m obling of the conception of 
l°n. L e t'C” k ocs hand in hand w ith the advai 

% L" sC(.ff YvpocrliA’ ,then> give up m aking  a  show of 
'hy 7  the115 to be fi ,lcal words o f faith, the only purpose 
% utun. actlons A“ }' may be continually shown toUon may dc cuiuiiiuciny auuwu

ill f0a, ^eeds of their professors. The man ofCa ' **1 topi wi men piv/ivoouicn a .aw ***-■ - —
knfopni.fkod ... I110re happy and contented when he has 

With .Ievery step of his intellectual forward 
f1 atnr and faiti°S0 tormenting contradictions between 
n°U0ns age t,nn 1, which plague his youth and occupy 

'vfiicb ile :Ce??ar‘*y with the slow renunciation of
1 imbibed in his youth.— Büchner.

% ‘5Ä ‘ <• -  -  1 nóVS
f lA S e  Brabant or of Hamburg, and 1 n • hll ufe, 

life, for 1 can Uve enough m
an.' V ' 'r^ 7  nie „ •"-KWnr.i ■ ’ —  * .............. — ’

fT'/effrid ds hi the life of those who have gone 
myself an eternity in the realm of the

«  judicious is found in theiaino7 crl mini b J“ “ lu * s  is iouiiu in me minority. 
rM( h ,f  'hem who have had the people and the

. k A 1 never uhave carr!cd out their great plans 
cvSl° n and r ,?uPP°scd that reason can be

K  S  i
ave

if";
■ i‘

Mil '"-'ll .. | '  “ Mjyj/e/OCU rnut i vmjvi* «-u>> 1/v
als,Yf,r remAn ffeIInS may become popular, but 

'̂ 'Goet/te ln the possession of a few eminent

Declaration of the Free.

By R obert G. Ingersoll.

We have no falsehoods to defend—
We want the facts ;

Our force, our thought, we do not spend 
In vain attacks.

And we will never meanly try 
To save some fair and pleasing lie.

The simple truth is what we ask,
Not the ideal;

W e’ve set ourselves the noble task 
To find the real.

If all there is is nought but dross,
We want to know and bear our loss.

We will not willingly be fooled,
By fables nursed ;

Our hearts, by earnest thought, are schooled 
To bear the w orst;

And we can stand erect and dare 
All things, all facts that really are.

We have no God to serve or fear,
No hell to shun,

No devil with malicious leer.
When life is done

And endless sleep may close our eyes,
A sleep with neither dreams nor sighs.

We have no master on the land—
No king in air—

Without a manacle we stand,
Without a prayer,

Without a fear of coming night,
We seek the truth, we love the light.

We do not bow before a guess,
A vague unknown ;

A senseless force we do not bless 
In solemn tone.

When evil comes we do not curse,
Or thank because it is no worsei
When cyclones rend— when lightning blights, 

’Tis naught but fate ;
There is no God of wrath who smites 

In heartless hate.
Behind the things that injure man 
There is no purpose, thought, or plan.

We waste no time in useless dread,
In trembling fear ;

The present lives, the past is dead,
And we are here.

All welcome guests at life’s great feast—
We need no help from ghost or priest.

Our life is joyous, jocund, free—
Not one a slave

Who bends in fear the trembling knee,
And seeks to save 

, A coward soul from future pain ;
Not one will cring or crawl for gain.

The jewelled cup of love we drain,
And friendship’s wine 

Now swiftly flows in every vein 
With warmth divine.

And so we love and hope and dream 
That in death’s sky there is a gleam.
We walk according to our light,

Pursue the path
That leads to honor’s stainless height, 

Careless of wrath 
Or curse of God, or priestly spite,
Longing to know and do the right.

We love our fellow man, our kind,
Wife, child, and friend.

To phantoms we are deaf and blind,
But we extend

The helping hand to the distressed ;
By lifting others wc are blessed.

Love’s sacred flame within the heart 
And friendship’s glow ;

While all the miracles of art 
Their wealth bestow 

Upon the thrilled and joyous brain,
And present raptures banish pain.

We love no phantoms of the skies,
But living flesh,

With passion’s soft and soulful eyes,
Lips warm and fresh,

And cheeks with health’s red flag unfurled, 
The breathing angels of this world.
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The hands that help are better far 
Than lips that pray.

Love is the ever gleaming star 
That leads the way,

That shines, not on vague worlds of bliss, 
But on a paradise in this.

We do not pray, or weep, or wail ;
W e have no dread,

No fear to pass beyond the veil 
That hides the dead.

And yet we question, dream, and guess, 
But knowledge we do not possess.

We ask, yet nothing seems to know ;
We cry in vain.

There is no “ master of the show ”
Who will explain,

Or from the future tear the mask ;
And yet we dream and still we ask.

Is there beyond the silent night 
An endless day ?

Is death a door that leads to light ?
We cannot say.

The tongueless secret locked in fate 
We do not know. We hope and wait.

The Gospel Writ in Steel.

A List of Victims of the “ Religion of Love ” during this Present 
Century, including the Glorious Reign of Victoria.

T he gross ignorance everywhere displayed as to the persecu­
tion of Freethinkers should not be left without direct challenge. 
Only the other day many of our leading papers, in reviewing 
the recently-published Life of Richard Carlile, spoke as if toler­
ance had always been the characteristic of Christianity. The 
following list of sentences on Freethinkers, which, being mainly 
compiled from memory, is very incomplete, will be an eye- 
opener to any fair-minded reader. The newspaper men are 
not so much to blame, as the chief works of reference on which 
they rely for information arc hopelessly biassed and invariably 
inaccurate. We ask our readers to help us in dispelling this 
illusion about Christian toleration, which has been fostered by 
the clergy:—

Daniel Isaac Eaton, two years’ imprisonment and the pillory 
(1812).

— . Houston, two years’ with fine ¿200  (1813).
Richard Carlile, nine anda-half years’, with fines amounting 

to thousands of pounds.
Jane Carlile, two years’.
Mary Anne Carlile, two years’.
Joseph Rhodes, two years’ (1821).
H. Boyle, eighteen months’ (1822).
James Watson, twelve months’ (1823).
William Campion, three years’ ; John Clarke, three years’ ; 

William Haley, three years’ ; T. R. Perry, three years’; R. 
Hassel, two years’ ; W. Tunbridge, two years’; T. Jefferies, 
eighteen months’ ; William Cochrane, eighteen months’ ; John 
Christopher, six months’; James Affleck, three months’ (1824). 
And some thirty other persons, mostly shopmen of Carlile, the 
rest small booksellers.

Robert Taylor, three years’.
John Cleve, four months’, with fine £50  (1840).
Henry Hetherington, four months’ (1841).
Charles Southwell, one year’s with fine ¿10 0  (1842).
George Jacob Holyoake, six months’ (1842).
George Adams, one month’s.
Mrs. Harriet Adams, one month’s.
Thomas'Paterson, eighteen months’ (1846).
Miss Matilda Roalfe, two months’ (1844).
Henry' Robinson, twelve months’.
James Finlay, two months’.
Mrs. Emma Martin, six months’ (1857).
Thomas Pooley, twenty-onemonths’(fivo months’onlyserved, 

owing to the exertions of such men as John Stuart Mill and 
Henry Thomas Buckle).

George William Foote, one year’s ; W. J. Ramsey, nine 
months’ ; H. A. Kemp, three months’ (1883).

It inust be borne in mind that the Blasphemy Laws, which 
are still unrepealed, may be at any time invoked by the 
followers of the meek and lowly Jesus, who was himself 
crucified after being arraigned as a blasphemer.

Mimnermus.

Society is a republic. When an individual strives to rise, 
the collective mass press him back through ridicule and 
abuse. No one shall be wiser or better than the rest. But 
against him, who by the invincible power of genius towers 
above the vulgar masses, society launches its ostracism, and 
"persecutes him so mercilessly with scoffing and slander that 
he is finally compelled to withdraw into the solitude of his 
own thoughts. Ileme,
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The National Secular Society.
— q at

R eport of Executive Meeting held Thursday, June p’reSeiit' 
Society’s offices ; the President in the ^^a|ijvvards, l̂

received ̂ si

Messrs. C. Watts, C. Cohen, E. Bater, R. ^
Gormot, W. Heaford, B. Munton, A. B. Moss, J- f  v 
C. Quinton, E. W. Quay, T. Thurlow, G. J. Warren, 
ochaller, W. Leat, and the Secretary.

1  lie cash statement for the month was 
adopted. Twenty new members were admitted—from 
Ham, nine ; Forth, eleven. - ¡ew
...An application for the formation of a Branch of the 
a^ri°rto was considered, and permission granted. ,

I he Secretary reported upon the later arrangements 
Annual Excursion, and it was resolved to change !„ 
viously suggested date in June to Sunday, August 2/, 
allow ample time for advertising. , ye1*

The matters arising from the Conference Agenda (of 
then discussed, and the Secretary was instructed , ¡fles 
\vard the resolutions passed at Birmingham to the > 
ol the late Professor Buchner and Mr. Edward lruelo  ̂ tjl£ 

1 he. method of carrying into effect the resolutiou ^Tatts 
1 wentieth Century Fund was then considered, and &J. VVV.UUUUI VCllLUiy I. UllU wao CllWl WUJ.vtv,. - , uyyi»

moved, and Mr. Heaford seconded: “ That l̂r'.;ve i"e . 
asked to draw up a scheme for the next k'*ecU-j'iie pi**1'
ing.” This resolution was carried unanimously' ĉel|u;ilO
dent threw out the suggestion that the Fund shout jjn'it | 
divided between the N.S.S. and the Secular S°cj^ )< e place 
There would be absolute security if the whole ot a  ̂ t|ie othf̂  
in the keeping of the Incorporated Society ; hut, 0  ̂ t0 
hand, jealousies might arise, and it would_ be w riot. 
them. Mr. Warren thought such jealousies^0 v,yliat _ “mr. warren inougm such jeaiou^—

He proposed, and Mr. Bater seconded: gocijO’
tieth Century Fund be held by the Seeu ;sunj*ef'

—...... ed.” Mr. Moss feared the position would c0ndeO ®
stood, and in order to give time for explanation s 
amendment proposed by Mr. Munton: “ That tn ĝetii’k 
this matter be deferred.” This, on being put t° t|ien pfU 
was lost, and the resolution carried. The I’ re$ldeeeting; s, 
mised to have a detailed plan ready by the next m buSin°= ’

The election of officers for the year was the ne- , disC j 
-•------ ---- cc-__ -------------- Q„rhat lenguY,rt,la®“I.rior to the election nf csmn arose concern?™ , i C£retai7 > a  somewtiai ...

various suggestion«8 10 f,nancial position of the S°C ¡¡¡e 
expanlitm^  Evem, n° ma<?e with a  view to decrcas^^J 
until the next ineef!,, *1 . ’̂ 1 ̂ '¡s matter was also aJ ejectk 

" 2  year •—  S', ,, ^,e following officers wer
’ittee, M e f s ^  w  E ' M ' V a " «  B en e****# ,- ’ J• Warren, Victor Roger, £■„///•— --- . finarnr

for the ;
Committee,
R. Forder, S. Hartmann, and E. W. Q uay, . p,
mi/tee, W. Lcat and B. M. Munton. t tjlC iilC?rCdt£l

Some discussion arose upon attendances a de;’' en°e
and it was resolved that the Honorary Secrc,a, ag h i? [h e11 
attend the Executive meetings more frequen J ’ nlCeti|E 
often occasioned difficulty and delay. 1 1 
adjourned until Thursday, June 29. cE) Srift

E dith M. »ai ”

Book Chat.
. anaders as ‘l pc ¡iH

(a too m frequent)S•Eno.''n to our res.-- known to the rofni Lonlnbutor to our columns. , y  a,  - 
“ f t a  nd ' Æ ^ p k o c a l l  themselves t *
c 'ghtcen months I , , . i  °  'vorker in their specif j  he 

acting as Sccno ‘U'd thcir weekly organ, aJ! to l {
Leicester .S'ecui,rN - rtr-V~realIv a sort of “ P ^ °/t0 s ASecular Society. (, w3u,d be impossible ̂ ^

Wessons] p ^ h  a,lu »-o., cm„ K
S i i  j f  !• o r , , ,
cliildr 1 ,1S .c a s c for ,,, d  have wished for a  more 
„Z z ™ . with so J,as usually been
pane r,nK  cant, that u* n 'Pellcnt sternness, or tjtl
S i n  a book mean Ve7  word “Moral" o o f^ e  : 

U,n antipathy or -,’ ,fo r ^em >s calculated tok'ast a  certain suspicion , *
- -  W ̂

thc

.... ___ 0___„  .. _______  young .s e 'T en
[uick car for a preaching snullle, w*llC,î [jon air- 

him to the performance or thc contenir t s 0fi) .¡0n f, 
1, n.., ------ ;iv thc conten^

, ll1*

antipathy, or at least a ceru“ "  ” °”,jv
the average boy is a dreadful young _ *, ,Venol‘!

particularly devilish. But happily the ;ac (1I,- ■
book arc of a character to allay any dc 011 h|s ragc\e4j’
may be occasioned by that ominous "  ‘ f  - R1 „w’1'1

° 5 i < r i < i
He takes such virtues as temperance, Pa 
severance, self-control, courage, Pru .d, the V‘‘, y  
candor, and truthfulness, <md talks . inaRj?c 3IJaoO) 
them in a most simple, genial, unpedan (j)C life . bl Æ 
in a multitude of illustrations which -l ¡ence> fli)c% p‘l 
•ng from all kinds of sources ; h <>n stylf ' i0r. W  
biography, and daily experience. / " oCtical c -s 
lucid, and adorned with touches ol P ueSe *co(lu
is made both to heart and head. 1 i t hsolu th«/̂
ceived and finely executed, and we n°I a ^
circulation. Freethinkers may pl^ce ^
dence into thc hands of their children.
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? e yer*ture to say they should do so. Mr. Gould has----OiCl/M-HV \X\J OUl iU l .  V-IWUIV* UUO

•ns not W, kas long been a desideratum. O f course he 
‘ntended°VCrf^ l'le whole ground, but the present volume is 
if health3  ̂ • i'lrst ° f  a series, which he hopes to complete 

> leisure—and the public kindness permit.”
And * * *

Mieve i*1p'Vf ) wc Picb a bone with Mr. Gould? We 
ShakeSp t“ lnks John Milton a greater poet than William 
^  « ^ P e r h a p s  we are mistaken— we hope we are ; 
Can’ °r if <)Ur ,.n?Press*on— and let Mr. Gould correct it if he 
Pretty>’ „ le .thinks it worth while. In any case, is “ very

T° be
, a suitable description of the Midsummer Night's 

Would not “ very beautiful ” be an improvement. 
SrnalUkretty’ a thing must be small ; and there is nothing 

°ut any work of Shakespeare’s.
So

°ne Way i! say that this is minute criticism. So it is, in 
n°thing'to , | n°t s° jn another ; for blaspheming Jehovah is 
Cr|eator. r aspheming the mighty poet, who was a grander 
j[ 0 Was r.-iii, reas Jehovah created but one man, Adam,

a'nlet,it,"and n r :l Poor specimen, Shakespeare created 
-an'd • 1° ’ and Lear, and Macbeth, and manyUlon

Cordell Whea
many

'iMC|ia, and i»“ I1 c°mes to women, what is poor Eve to 
Cleopatri vortla’ and Imogen, and Beatrice, and Juliet,

at f c : ! nke
S°cs.
5*di

"wiiniiers hmpting (o oave always been rigorously punished for 
s; Othr-r- )ring  religion into contempt, as the phrase

titf d-PlavinJ e°PIe may do as they like. The booksellers 
CS °f Jesur at Present two novels bearing the profane

Delaney and Adam and Eve.
Pjir reade * *  *
ofo«s ” Seri»» re ^ Ubtless famlIiar with the “ Story of the1̂ Ll ̂_Him» » “ 4 1  »iv.ii  ̂ hut,

unfnr( oenes. The scope of the sen es‘S ^  criticism. 
TakftT ately> individual volumes are sa )< g oman Rule,
by w  Sample of the book, The Jen  first English

This is said to be the ™  „  The
autw *ls delusively occupied wi :ntendent, and not at a« ,? ntes Ukc a Sunday-school superintend

e an h isto "-'

Wk

£ ?  *
and â ‘ QiristlS't0ri an' There is no attempt at the historic 
lettf? .'ays ref, 'S. arakged in here, there, and everywhere, 
When' 'fy°u pie., , to as u Him ” and “ One,” with a capital 
oftile" e find th‘es.°‘ Hut the crowning absurdity is reached

iVe

you please. ........ ............ . ? 'iklntc’s guilt■ find the author raising the question <■
'eged judicial murder of Jesus, 

su,
in«:, tne m°tive of the author, if he has any 

6vervlitlle Cbri .̂! uate that the Jews are responsible for

%

* - - k the C h  
aere 
ous.

-'cry\vk„"- '-HristGr, Ô u,c Jew5 aie rrapuusiu.c ioi

C°nta?' e °f the T* Savior. But for the recrudescence 
sen Us ivn.., ,, J ew-baitine- enidemir. which makes anvj us Word fjuJV' vv.'ua|ting epidemic, which makes any 

-.„c.anSerous •I® lnto a hitherto immune area in some 
¡ > < > 1  to inL; * would not be so much illiberal as 
,S t v  , ,  .tke all,.,! i°n fhe responsibility of the Jews as a 
;'at j;a''’‘»ch never , .cruc*f>xion of the Second Person of a 
eaplSe caused th ,eii lsted- It is the use of this accusation 
pathetiCaif true ¡n„,.1_®WS throughout nineteen centurics to
realiSe' ^ cauScd Vt b ? XTistcd-
inA 5 *  true inhwaJj Ws tk— ......... .......... - ~
bof> S p  said, after "kf* ° f C1ïrist.!an charity. Dreyfus
its^Jc

jl, octia of*. r “r ^»Uisuan cxminj. i îwjiuo
. Uct-m-irf01; x'ing unjustly sentenced by that 

The2 ?  V “ M>’ only crime is that o f being 
Scf‘‘ tribe »ann°t be nL : ■ , yfus is so ful1 of meaning that 
awrUs oftk Wr°te Ik', “ Suffering is the badge of all
*"fui Jtfi® of the Jews ; but it is the Jew, con-

pr ,|Calur‘es> who alone can recognise the 
cnee of Christians loving their enemies.

a,n of the
loving

* *
.. TV' 1uite"ar"’ hy .Professor J. K. Ilosmer, in the 

Pie, tyk. , e two h!, ,Unsatisfactory, from the historic point 
lc 1 sinir>lv ° <s Wcre evidently written for orthodox 

> leans that they are worthless as history.

Peor' v- T'i s finite r.c ..

r̂th0(j

fyßeal1]  strangeI(Si(|£c Prais!ng  a book by Dr. 
t‘tle.CrtllHar>\ io- Riot,,... e’ /Lro’"  Comte to Benjamit

Mackin- 
njamin Kidd :

Cm The*!' V̂e \y'P' or Evolution for Human Guidance 
■ 'q6r lib - lave a!lnrl„.i ._ . /  . _ .r . i , ,

r, I0 ^
^don„.!"te J  ,.rison between Jesus Christ and Ally

fepe “ «e n '‘“ mes n llludeil to th e s tra n g e n e ss  o f  the  
S d e  CcmtoCOniParison “ Cry inco n ff™ o u s, an d  strik e the
v > c h: er> °'v

,  bookwi 

^rl^'cjs,

be shoi'n 'i’ fio*" what on earth has Mister 
:With si -I ,C compared to a great philosophic 

c i a title cannot be regarded seriously. 
C ls* b s m o f o  * *
Kidjr ^eis"’ln. \ v T :  'Herbert Spencer, Leslie Stephen, 
S ''V h i> .an n , andte:  Bagehot, Professor Huxley, Pro- 
?r'kih. sUnr>,? C0|iinr1.4Sini,l. cr fry. including the inevitable 
•> < >  t^ fid al. P \j,!eJ 111 less than three hundred pages, 
S fiist fiem -rears’ lo,.., rSover, the book, wc arc told, had its 
n ab ĉtivr. eoIoiq,..,y!!.nff to a senior class at Lancashire 
' ' it Proh;,k,Colle8:c. The occasilS a v* u o*v-ai » at Lancashire 

occasion of the book
f “ u''‘ -hari!Uly accounts for the book abounding 

ii6 tsllllsh iaS an Ohi nS tearing adjectives. The author 
e?e a th.-o n . aiIcy Special Pleader. I le  advances 

r°tti atoq, ) all suh';,! , le authors he criticises do not see 
fieni ’ !? anahlj tCts’ and as be, the great and only 

t'terefQ to extract very little common truth 
Vu are bound to return to the old
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authorities. Whatever the “ senior class ” did, we are posi­
tively unable to accept the Doctor’s invitation. Our author 
lives in a balloon, bearing the label “ Christian Hegelianism,” 
which moves serenely above contemporary knowledge. We 
are lost in admiration at the superb command of language of 
our author, which destroys, by means of full-bodied adjectives, 
the reputations of so many philosophic writers of eminence. 
It reminds us of the coxcombs vanquishing Berkeley with a 
grin. The fact is the book is a burlesque. Only Comte and 
Spencer, of those mentioned in this volume, are great philo­
sophers. The knowledge that these polemics were delivered 
to that “ senior class ” does not favorably influence us, for Dr. 
Mackintosh has drawn an overdraft on the sufferance of the 
general reader. There is no objection to his acting the part 
of omniscience before his “ senior class,” but on a larger stage 
and before a discerning audience the thing is preposterous. 
The book is a crowning example of how not to write a philo­
sophic work, despite the approval of journals run in the 
interest of Jesus Christ and Him crucified.

*  * *
The popularity of Omar Khayyam is increasing by leaps 

and bounds. Messrs. Duckworth have just issued a romance 
entitled Omar the Tentmaker: A  Romance of Old Persia, by 
J. H. Dale. The story is well written, and the author has 
carefully incorporated all the known facts about the Astronomer 
Poet of Persia. The book opens well with some reflections 
on the unchanging East. The best part of the story is the 
description of the old Freethinker’s last moments, which is 
very impressive and has the true note of pathos. The author 
brings out clearly in his book the fact of Omar’s vast know­
ledge. He had, indeed, accumulated a mass of learning, 
though his incomparable quatrains show how far he was 
from being a mere pedant overweighted with unnecessary 
lore. He was, in fact, a man of commanding intellect, who 
assimilated what he learnt, and could not only acquire but 
create. And that is why we are all reading hjs poetry after 
he has gone down to the dreamless dust these eight hundred 
years.

* * *

Now that Holywell-street is coming down, the “ National ” 
Viligance Association and other dealers in garbage will have 
some difficulty in finding a new locality. It certainly will not 
be easy to find another street with a church at each end, in so 
central a position.

Correspondence.
SARAH GRAN D’S JOKE.

TO TIIE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.”

S ir,— I presume Sarah Grand’s letter in your last issue is 
intended as a joke. If not, some practical difficulties occur 
to me. (i) Until we get not merely female suffrage, but 
female members of Parliament, it will be difficult to find a 
proposer and seconder for the proposed Bill, to say nothing 
of the subsequent stages. (2) Women and children would 
be unwilling to give evidence if the punishment was death, 
though, of course (like flogging), it would afford a rare chance 
for the female blackmailer. (3) Juries would be unwilling to 
convict, or else would bring in a verdict for some minor 
offence. (4) How would Sarah Grand prevent the Home 
Secretary from sparing the prisoner’s life, as he now invari­
ably spares the lives of women convicted of child murder ?

Assuming that Sarah Grand is not joking, her letter will 
hardly help forward her theory of the superiority of woman 
to man. But, perhaps, if we allowed women to act as legis­
lators, barristers, judges, and jurors, they would soon form 
more intelligent opinions than those which some of them 
have been recently uttering. As long as we make certain 
subjects preserves for the male sex, we cannot expect women 
to write much about them that will prove worth reading. I 
do not know whether Sarah Grand was ever present at a 
criminal trial in any capacity, but I think it will be found that 
she has never studied criminal law or the rules of evidence, 
and that, if asked to draw up an Act of Parliament for the 
purpose of carrying her views into effect, she would com­
pletely fail in the task of defining the crime for which she 
would award the death penalty. And I am not without hope 
that, when she studies the subject a little further, she will 
become an advocate for the abolition not only of the death 
sentence, but also of the life sentence, which, if carried out in 
its entirety, would, I think, be still more objectionable.

As Mr. Grote says, wc live in a day when the philosopher 
[fleets to prostrate himself before the priest. I should be full 
if hope if I thought the time were come when a frankly 
’ ositive Hag could be successfully hoisted, every rag of the 
ild doctrines openly shaken off (except for their historical 
■ alue), and no concession made, even tacitly, to supernatural 
hcories. I believe this time is not so distant as many think, 
’ crimps nothing is wanted but a little courage.—-J. S. Mill, 
better to A uguste Comte.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

[Notices o f Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, 
and be marked “ Lecture Notice," i f  not sent onpost-card.\

LONDON.
T he A thenaeum H a ll  (73 Tottenham Court-road, W .) : 7.30, 

G. W. Foote, “ Through Nature to God.”
B radlaugh  C lub and In stitu te  (36 Newington Green-road, 

Ball’s Pond): 8.30, A Concert.
South  L ondon E th ical  So c ie ty  (Surrey Masonic Hall, Cam­

berwell New-road, S.E.) : 7, Stanton Coit,“ The Mighty Atom.” 
W est L ondon E th ical  So c ie ty  (Kensington Town H all): 11, 

Stanton Coit, “ Sabbath-Breaking.”
O pen-air  P ropaganda.

Ba tter sea  Pa r k  G a t e s : 11.30, F. A. Davies.
B r o c k w ell  Pa r k  (near Herne-hill Gates): A. B. Moss— 

3.15, “ The Drama of Christianity 6.30, “ Darwin and Design.” 
C am be r w ell  (Station-road): 11.30, G. Standring.
E dmonton (corner of Angel-road) : 7, E. Pack.
F insbury  B ranch  (Clerkenwell Green): 11.30, Stanley Jones. 
F insbury  Pa r k  (near Band Stand): 3.30, Victor Roger. 
H ammersmith  (The Grove) : 7.15, Stanley Jones.
H am pstead  H eath  (Jack Straw’s Castle) : 3.15, W. Heaford. 
H yd e  Pa r k  (near Marble Arch) : Lectures every week evening 

at 8. Sunday, at 11.30, W. Heaford.
K ilburn  (corner of Victoria-road) : 7.15, F. A. Davies. 
K ingsland  (Ridley-road) : 11.30, R. P. Edwards.
Mile  E nd W a s t e : 11.30, E. P ack; 7, R. P. Edwards. June 

21, at 8, R. P. Edwards.
P eckham  R ye  : 3.15. Stanley Jones.
T he T riangle (Salmon-lane, Limehouse): 11.30, E. White. 

June 20, at 8, W. J. Ramsey.
S. L. E. S. (Peckham Rye) : 11.15, Mr. Campbell. (Brockwell 

Park) : 3.15, Mr. Quilter.
S tr a tfo r d  (The G rove): 7, W. J. Ramsey.
V ictoria  Pa r k  (near the Fountain): 3.15, R. P. Edwards. 
W estm ins* r (Grosvenor Embankment): 11.30, W. J. Ramsey, 

"  Bible Facts and Figures.”
CO U N TRY.

B irmingham B ranch  (Prince of Wales Assembly Rooms): 
H. Percy Ward, “ Some Social Evils of the A ge.”

C hatham  S ecular  So c ie ty  (Queen’s-road, New Brompton): 
2.45, Sunday-school; 7, A. E. Elderkin, “ Science and Satan : An 
Examination of Evolution and Evil.”

G r eat  Y armouth  F r e eth in k e r s ’ A ssociation  (Freethinkers’ 
Hall, bottom of Broad-row): 7, Violin Selections by Professors 
Elliot and R ay; 7.15, J. M. Headley, "Some Thoughts about 
Heaven.”

L eice ste r  S ecular  So c ie ty  (Humberstone-gate): 6.30, F. J. 
Gould, “ Waterloo and Napoleon.”

L iverpool (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square): 7, Mr. Hammond, 
" Darwinism.”

Manchester  S ecular  H a ll  (Rusholme-road, All Saints): 
Closed for Summer Season.

S h effield  S ecular  So c ie ty  (Hall of Science, Rockingham- 
street) : R. Law, F.G .S.— 3, “ Soils and Sub-soils : their Forma­
tion and History” ; 7, "M y Journey to Switzerland, and some 
remarkable Geological Features of the Alps.” Tea at 5.

O pen-air  P ropaganda .
N ew c astle-on-T y n e : 11 (Quayside), C. Cohen; 6.30 (Town 

Moor, near Military Sports Stand), C. Cohen.
South  S hields (Market P lace): June 20, at 7.30, C. Cohen.

L ecturers’ E n gagem en ts.
C. C ohen , 17 Osborne-road, High-road, Leyton.— June 18 

and 25, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 27, Mile End.

A rthur  B. Moss, 44 Credon-road, London, S.E.— June 18, 
a. and e., Brockwell Park. 25, m., Battersea. July 9, e., Ed­
monton. 16, m., Clerkenwell; a., Hampstead Heath ; e., Kilburn. 
23, m., Mile End.

H. P er cy  W a r d , 5 Alexandra-road, Edgbaston, Birmingham. 
— June 18, Birmingham ; 25, Northampton.

R. P. E d w ar d s, 52 Bramley-road, Notting-hill.— June 18, m., 
Ridley-road ; a., Victoria Park ; e., Mile End. 25, m., Camber­
well. July 2, m., Hyde Park ; a., Hampstead ; e., Hammersmith. 
9, m., Ridley-road ; a. and e., Peckham. 16, m., Station-road ; 
a. and e., Brockwell Park. 23, m., Battersea ; e., Stratford. 30, 
m., Limehouse ; a., Victoria Park ; e., Edmonton.

E. P a c k , to Henstridge-place, Ordnance-road, St. John’s Wood. 
— June 18, m., Mile End ; c., Edmonton. 25, m., Pimlico Pier ; 
a., Brockwell Park ; e., Peckham Rye.

A. E. E ld e r k in , Watford.—-June 18, Chatham ; 25, Finsbury 
Park.

POSITIVISM.

“ Reorganisation, without god or king, by the systematic 
worship of Humanity.”

Information and publications on the Religion of Humanity 
may be obtained free on application to the Church of 
Humanity, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

18, I8#

Price Sixpence. H andsom ely Printed-

S H A KE S P EA RE
A LE C TU R E  B Y

COLONEL INGERSOLh.
---------- !--------------------r  . nt criticif1

“ A  powerful piece of literary and philosophic3 ib' 
Ingersoll’s glowing style, his forcible logic, and his ^^4 3’ 
crimination make his panegyric of the Bard of Avon - ,(jng M 
interesting to read as, no doubt, his lecture was >nsP 
hear.”— The Stare. . F t

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street,

Price 3d., by post 4d.,

The Secularist’s Catechism-
A n  Exposition of Secular Principles, showing their 

the Political and Social Problems of the Pay-

By CH ARLES W ATTS.
London: Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-s1

THE BEST
ON NEO-M ALTHUSIANISM IS, I BELIEVE- 

TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND PBaC 
OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N-S-S' j

160 pages, with portrait and autograph, bound in cloth) Sl
Price is., post free. r

In order to bring the information within the reach ° ( ¡¡¡i
mn«t imnnrtani nartu nf thp. honk am  issued in a ^

[¥

most important parts o f the book are issued in a F‘” ' ‘aflipn 
pages at one pe n n y , post free 2d. Copies o f the 1 - 
distribution is. a dozen post free.  ̂ gays '■ /t|i

The National Reformer o f September 4, I 9̂2’ (eI11ent °
Holmes' pam phlet...... is an almost unexceptional s oUt »(P p
Neo-Malthusian theory and practice...... and throug serV>J- ¡,
to moral feeling...... The special value of Mr. D°,'n’ ' ¡reflC’ f th’
the Neo-Malthusian cause and to human well-being^^t 0* „t 
just his combination in his pamphlet of a plain sta „¡¡jo 
physical and moral need for family limitation with a p  ¡p.-il 
of the means by which it can be secured, and an o „ pr, 
cerned of the requisites at the lowest possible PrlCC„'

The Council o f the Malthusian League, Dr. / 
Allbutt, and others, have also spoken of it in very 11 h gt| U>> 

The trade supplied by R. Foriier , 28 Stonecutter-s 
E .C . Other orders should be sent to the author,

J. R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAGE,

W. J. Rendell’s “ Wife’s
Recommended by Mrs. Besant in Law o f P°Pu â̂ J  A  5̂ tiJ* 
Dr. Allbutt in Wife’s Handbook, p. 51. Made ovu ^  
Chad well-street, C lerkenw ell; 2s. per doz., p°st j  eI)ve^ 
in larger quantities). For particulars send stanipe

I m p o r t a n t  C a u t i o n ,
B ew are  o f useless imitations substituted by 
chemists, the words “  Rendell &  C o ,” and “ J- “ 'y,e tfieP" 
being speciously and plausibly introduced to deed

Loo k  for  A utograph  R egistered  T radE

N o. I 82
t  Cf>1 

\*r ^
In Red Ink on each box, w ithout  w hich  N0> -

Higginson’s Syringe, with Vertical and Rover. gtU1'
4s. 6d., and 5s. 3d. Dr. Palfrey’s Powder, is. 2t ’ pc< 
pound, is. 2d. Dr. Allbutt's Quinine Powders, 
prices post free.

HERB BEER*
The best is made from u

Mixee
lineT H W A IT E S ’ 6d. PACKET OF

One Packet will make 8 gallons of rcA  g®  ̂ ,q$‘
Directions with each packet. By post 6 sta CtO®*

G. THWAITES, H erbalist, 2 C h u r c h - r ° w ’ 
on -Tees.
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hgersoll’s New Lecture.

t H e  d e v i l .
Price 6d. post free.

* -----

A v " ^ Paires ° f  brilliant and stimulating- writing."—

London :

111

R. Fordcr, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

R°w Ready. 48 Pages. Price 6d.

gers°irs Grand New Lecture
ON

S U P E R S T IT IO N .
]Vhich «  attracting immense audiences in Am erica.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

diversity Magazine anil Free Review.
^°L XI., 400 pp., 6s. nett.

»»in Contents

?-cal.^ner;!!TEM Bai,eyV » h ’cs,S •Lttackliments

A s, .............  1
^  'he Pr;r U.dy °f the Courtesan

e AniSSÌVe ?
'Nietzsche

n£es

s ... ...
lest and the Dynamics of

^icide encan Literatur 
5 inV ^ & iT L r 'to in ';ond Ireland...

of Free Will auTcriminal 

Lsca pè° A Word for the Priest

Democritus.
R. de Villiers. 
Thomas Common. 
Joseph McCabe. 
Havelock Ellis. 
Allan W. Graham.

G. A. Singer.
Allan Laidlavv. 
Howard Williams. 
Fred Rockell.
F. H. Perry-Coste.
H. O. Newland. 
Clericus.

A. Hamon. 
Presbyter.
A. von Jarchow. 
Edith Ellis.

New Books.

\ c o ^ rd>" near' r ' Be sent to "»e Manager, “  U niversityLondon“,'J’on.l .l w‘ 'hout delay, as only a limited
those subscribed has been printed.

ERSOF FREETHOUGHT
BY

W. Foote.

& f * * ° “ * Series (cloth), 2s. 6d.
At^oT^adt0̂  on* ? iety ~ T h c  Jewish Sabbath-God's Day 
ii '¡su •̂ ei pu immortality— Paul Bert— Converting- a
u  t̂*Uoî l2edek 1 c*St ^Lrist and Brotherhood—The Sons 
^Ni. V, Are ^ . elP nie God— Infidel Hornes— Are 

Ch* V  snUii ,lsts Wicked ?— Rain Doctors— Pious 
•1 le Lord’ — Believe or be Damned— 

a,Ŝ C h / l ? n anc* Money— Clotted Bosh— Lord 
V > k ^ e ^ iC h ri'?;St,anityan dSlavery-C hrist Up to Date 

Harfp0Wy—-Aa Tlt^ r^ lta r  and Throne— Martin Lutherg„ ms ri= - vj,iy . --v — ;vuar and 1 hrone— Martin Luther
U!St '̂Mrs a'rÿ e  0n „  Lost Soul— Happy in Hell— The Act of 
vrts'Rn-n ¿W . 1oth’s i r.lst— Blessed be ye Poor— Converted 

^cl p and A f S ü T 7 T T 'nage ..the . Bible-M rs. 
“aJeSi„."lQni. ,.a“or— r>

0 - . ^ ,.„V. A A 1IV/ VJ LiU Ul

l°f Ei'i''Jesus'Jh?St—Atheism and the French Revolu- 
L. nilchs~_n at 'be Derby— Atheist Murderers— A 

na°n . „  Rose-Water RelUrion.
R. F

—  l»ci uy— cAU
■ ose-Water Religion.

'‘order, 28 Stonoeutfcer-strcct, E.C.

F n ee th o u g h t W o rk s.
Reminiscences of Charles Bradlaugh. By G. w. Foote. 

Written directly after Bradlaugh’s death, and containing 
personal anecdotes and characteristics not to be found else­
where. Necessary to those who want to know the real 
Bradlaugh.

The Shadow Of the Sword. A Moral and Statistical Essay on 
War. By G. W. Foote. Christian papers have called it 
“  powerful ” and “  masterly." 2d

Bible Romances. By G. W. Foote. New Edition, revised and 
largely re-written. (1) The Creation Story, 2d. ; .(2) Eve and 
the Apple, id. ; (3) Cain and Abel, id. ; (4) Noah’s Flood, 2d. ; 
(5) The Tower of Babel, id. ; (6) Lot’s Wife, id. ; (7) The Ten 
Plagues, id. ; (8) The Wandering Jews, id. ; (9) Balaam’s Ass, 
id. ; (10) God in a Box, id. ; (11) Jonah and the Whale, id. ; 
(12) Bible Animals, id. ; (13) A Virgin Mother, 2d. ; (14) The 
Resurrection, 2d. ; (15) The Crucifixion, id. ; (16) St. John’s 
Nightmare, id.

Royal Paupers. Showing what Royalty does for the People, 
and what the People do for Royalty. By G. W. Foote. 2d.

Open Letters to Jesus Christ. By G. W. Foote. Racy as 
well as Argumentative. Something Unique. 4d.

Philosophy of Secularism. By G. W. Foote. 3d.
The Bible God. A Scathing Criticism. By G. W. Foote. 2d. 
Pagan Mythology; or, the Wisdom of the Ancients. By

Lord Bacon, is.
Church of England Catechism Examined. A Masterly 

Work, which narrowly escaped prosecution. By Jeremy 
Bentham. is.

Utilitarianism. By Jeremy Bentham. 3d.
Free Will and Necessity. By Anthony Collins. Reprinted 

from 1715 edition, with Biography of Collins by J. M. Wheeler, 
and Preface and Annotations by G. W. Foote. Huxley says 
that “ Collins writes with wonderful power and closeness of 
reasoning." is. ; superior edition, on superfine paper, cloth, 2s.

The Code Of Nature. By Diderot and D’Holbach. 2d.
The Essence Of Religion. God the Image of Man, Man’s 

Dependence upon Nature the Last and Only Source of Religion. 
By Ludwig Feuerbach. “  No one has demonstrated and 
explained the purely human origin of the idea of God better 
than Ludwig Feuerbach.”— Buchner, is.

Crimes Of Christianity. By G. W. Foote and J. M. Wheeler. 
Hundreds of exact references to Standard Authors. An un­
answerable Indictment of Christianity. Vol. I., cloth gilt, 
216 pp., 2s. 6d.

The Jewish Life Of Christ. Being the Sepher Toldoth Jeshu. or 
Book of the Generation of Jesus. Edited, with an Historical 
Preface and Voluminous Notes, by G. W. Foote and J. M. 
Wheeler. 6d. j superior edition, superfine paper, cloth, is.

The Mortality Of the Soul. By David Hume. Not included 
in ordinary editions of Hume’s Essays. 2d.

Liberty and Necessity. By David Hume. 4d.
Essays in Rationalism. By Charles Robert Newman, the 

Atheist brother of the late Cardinal Newman. With a Preface 
by G. J. Holyoake, and Biography by J. M. Wheeler, is. 6d.

The Rights Of Man. By Thomas Paine. With a Political Bio­
graphy by J. M. Wheeler, is. ; cloth edition, 2s.

Satires and Profanities. By James Thomson (B.V.). “ As 
clever as they are often profane.”— Christian World, is.

A Refutation Of Deism. By Shelley. Really a Defence of 
Atheism. 4d.

Miscellaneous Theological Works. By Thomas Paine. All 
his writings on Religion except the Age of Reason, is.

Theism or Atheism. Public Debate between G. W. Foote and 
the Rev. W. T. Lee. Verbatim Report, revised by both Dis­
putants. Well printed and neatly bound, is.

Bible and Beer. By G. W. Foote. Showing the Absurdity of 
basing Teetotalism on the Christian Scriptures. Careful, 
thorough, and accurate. Freethinkers should keep this pam­
phlet by them. 4d.

The Coming Civilisation. By Colonel Ingersoll. An Address 
delivered in the Columbia Theatre, Chicago, Sunday, April 12, 
1896, to a vast meeting of Members and Friends of the “  Church 
Militant.” 3d.

The Foundations Of Faith. By Colonel Ingersoll. Contents: 
The Old Testament— The New Testament—Jehovah— The 
Trinity— The Theological Christ—The “ Scheme”— B elie f-  
Conclusion. 3d.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

STAN TON, the People’s Dentist, 335 Strand (opposite Somerset 
House).— TEETH  on V U L C A N il'E , 2s. 6d. each; upper or 

lower set, ¿ 1 .  Best Quality, 4s. each ; upper or lower, £2. 
Completed in four hours when required ; repairing or alterations 
in two hours. If you pay more than the above, they' are fancy 
charges. Teeth on platinum, 7s. 6d. each; on 18 ct. gold, 15s. ; 
stopping, 2s. 6d. ; extraction, is. ; painless by gas, 5s.

N O N - P O I S O N O U S  P A I N T S .
Resist all Atmospheric Influences. Samples Free. J. Greevz 
Fisher, 78 Chapel Allerton, Leeds ; or S. R. Thompson, 25 Chats- 
worth-avenue, Walton, Liverpool.

MRS. BERRY, the Mount, 86 Central-drive and Read’s-road, 
Blackpool.— Public and Private Apartments. Good Accom­

modation. Moderate terms.
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Now Ready, stout paper covers, is.; cloth, 2s.

T H E

B O O K  O F  G O D
In the Light of the Higher Criticism.

W ith Special Reference to D e a n  F a r r a r ’s  New Apology.

B y  G. W . F O O T E .

Contents:— Introduction— The Bible Canon— The Bible and 
Science —  Miracles and Witchcraft—  The Bible and Free- 
thought— Morals and Manners— Political and Social Progress 
— Inspiration— The Testimony of Jesus— The Bible and the 
Church of England— An Oriental Book— Fictitious Supremacy.

June 18,

“ I have read with great pleasure your Booh o f God. You have 
shown with perfect clearness the absurdity of Dean Farrar's posi­
tion. I congratulate you on your book. It will do great good, 
because it is filled with the best of sense expressed with force and 
beauty.”— Col. R. G. Ingersoll.

“ A volume we strongly recommend...... Ought to be in the hands
of every earnest and sincere inquirer.”— Reynolds’s Newspaper.

“ Mr. Foote takes the Dean’s eloquence to pieces, and grinds 
the fragments to powder. His style, as a whole, is characterised 
by a masculine honesty and clearness.”— Ethical World.

“ A style at once incisive, logical, and vivacious........Keen
analysis and sometimes cutting sarcasm...... More interesting than
most novels.”— Literary Guide.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Just Published. 205 pp., cloth, 2s., by post 2». j

THE CHILDREN’S BOOK
OF

MORAL LESSONS.
B y  F. J. GOULD.

F ir s t  S e r ie s — SELF-CO N TR O L a n d  TR

hl’f ̂
A  fe w  copies o f the above booh, printed on jk, l:J

handsomely bound, g i l t  lettered and g d t  edged’ 1 
price ps. 6d. carriage paid.

London : W atts & Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet

Now Ready.

Christianity and Agnos
A  Correspondence between

A  C L E R G Y M A N  O F  T H E  C H U R C H  IN  S

Lond°n'
AND

G E O R G E  A N D E R S O N ,  . . g n o s t i c ,

he more interesting on that account. It arose. gcripl 
ion by the clergyman to Mr. Anderson fora su

This Correspondence was not 
the more interesting o 
tion by the clergyman 
improving his church.

Price Sixpence.
London : W atts & Co., 17 Johnson’s-court.

Stonecutter-street, E.C

jis5" 
tion.

intended for
• -itioO 1

A 50/-
LOUNGE SUIT

GOTT’S 
F R E E  CLO TH  I

is only 2s. 4d. per lb. carr* ^ oll £e' 
When you have had ^

A New Suit for 110
Sample post free

Agents Wanted^v®^,—

To Measure

FOR 351-
12 of the smartest patterns imaginable to select 

Send to-day. If you don’t like them, they need not be

THIS LINE CANNOT BE TOUCHED IN

fr oft

r e t i 1
ft?
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