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Zola’s Triumph.

are

«ta.at a j_!'ann?  the end o f the D reyfus drama. And 
Se, 'lma '*■  1̂as been ! Played, not on a French 

t̂irnino- ?n lbe stage o f France— its actors, not 
I êncê ’tl bUt Pa'p>tating with real passion— its 
, ,r*st t h ei entirc civilised world— and its central 
ltion ~.e honor. the very self-respect, o f a great

«he q1* -
C ° Urt of

■' Suasb nat Dreyfus was wrongly condemned, 
afh-UrtW SlC° nviction’ and they order a new trial 
pt ls bein„ ’ ln terms which preclude the possibility 
hj extan,°Un,lf fictilty on any evidence which is at

Of 
inf;

Th
"eCoi,rt „e Potent, grave, and reverend judges of 
th, -«inn» assation have pronounced their decision, 
tĥ  ^clar5 !u . Stj v°reign forces o f law  and justice,

\  '°Uru,

-■t (,vr  ~“ ‘‘u guilty on any evidence wmen is at 
e Will ! !  ant> Dreyfus himself is on his way home ; 
:r>t her °n fcld to his heart the noble wife who has 
Vtr the Sfx a new dignity ; he will shed happy tears
fnm, 6 dear c h ild --  ’ '  ' 'atnv- h' “ ‘ cmldren who are free| j s i g h t  o f all 

V «  ’ h,e hold his head up m  the s S N or

STen?ib,e m eivas a  L ° J  1 f i a n c e  her-'«If, a  ^  "ls not even the chief th »• . bearer to
■ and of the Revolution, the h g

V  le ’ ls restored to sanity Vr.-.?rnt tU  . •ners .■ ‘“ 't the . »¡umy o f heart and head. She
'^ ^ f t h e e v - r ' 1’- ^  accePted ' t ;  she has purged 
Wjj/'.asquerad1 >'vb'tdl vvas infused into her by traitors 
V e  IS'ed, th-it ,as bcr saviors ; she admits that she 
sUre trr'er>t. sne sinned, and she is ready to make
andcl c°m' .cl«ar.

e ri USe who e r'ght
knew her felt that she was

V ^ h o t u r  ®ventually. She is gallan t and just 
fori[>c îvalryi’ .l Cd above most nations. She has too 

As-nir, ,,nd, °.gic to remain perpetually in thenST
Ve behold her true s e lf :—

•rJ’e brilliant1 be shr, eyes to kindle bliss,
u'": snrewd quick lips to laugh and kiss, 
Are;tsts that a sighing world inspire, 

au&̂ ter-dimpled countenance

»ead.s
soul and senses caught desire !

°ver « England and elsewhere have been

A n

andti5 't. Th c Qud>
^eneral S*-S<* e  ̂ rance ° f  Henry and Esterhazy, 

s,°nj5 e £utter \ \ and the timid, conniving ministers, 
V ^ h d  thc  ̂U.rnals ° f  reckless pandering to vile pas-
. V k 's> Schn„S- ea'lby, calculating Jesuits, and the 

'-h. k„_ ‘«-nillur _ , _r ft.- r> .........

decadence of Fran ce.”  T hey saw  
and forgot the eternal sunshine

!° ’ biir,,; '^‘ng  Priesthood of the Roman Catholic
Sv  ,1e ‘he tL °  aven£e t ip  .......... f ’i
y V r  heaCh? ^ n c e ^ T n -  Power ° f  the Pope. But there 

°^irA ’ the p rn° ^ cquart— thc hero without fear or 
bec-V'Ce ° f ^ oIa— ^1C man °* Otters, like 

inV n„Ce in the;rn'.e a Inan ° f  action to champion truth 
Si, torn^’ of ki>- suPre,ue hour o f trial ; the France of 
C H , ^ o t h e P̂ ? fG « yo t,o fJ  aur6s, o f Pressensd,

the “  outrage ” o f 1870 and

'»Hijpî ht ^

r»L d V¡ct0rv  ̂ through unparalleled obstacles to a

0 ' “eiofp • " uH‘ eme
/ es °f othot111,1?*1-’ ? fGuy°t»ot J aurès, ot 1'ressense, 

, ader thP ^Poblicists, who drew their bright, keen1 —*°w, »> IIV̂ V.II V, lliv̂ n ,
'̂r \V'iv ,inner ° f  reason and humanity, and

. un -  as n 1 been a battle o f magnificent 
•iute ;e With fr J r T nificcnt co u rage; and the end of 

Pri! ,̂ biltStrong, for France, and for the world.

i>. y «.i
stronger. Injustice ishij?c'ple . ,-..y

»la, rnai strong strpnger. Interest is strong, hut 
V  he w Ure is J j .r‘ . When the clear appeal to the 

deSt,e.ary waj.. e» 11 is rarely made in vain. There 
i ^ V ! - " " ’ but for the answer, and weak hearts 
%J-.th'athe answ er comes at last, and what 

Sometimes,
j. ■■■ ••iimcuiaie, as wnen the great- 
° rrncd bis army o f red-shirts, by crying

Mi tk rv\.. • -- ■ »*-» «il i««.-»«.
\tedG-f-resPoi'J^’■of.buman progress? h 
^0 <r,haliJif L ls bnmediatc, as wheno. Ml lOrtrir,.! I." l  . . .

to the youn g men o f his beloved land : “ Follow  me !
I offer you nothing but hunger, and wounds, and death 
— for Ita ly .”  And they sprang to him smiling, ready 
for any sacrifice.

Even at the w orst the French people should not be 
censured too peremptorily. The m istake they made 
over the Dreyfus affair w as so natural. It w as easier 
to think that one man w as guilty  than to think that the 
trusted chiefs o f the Arm y, with the connivance o f well- 
known statesmen, had engaged in a huge and terrible 
conspiracy to ruin an innocent officer. Dreyfus had 
been tried by a court-martial, and, although soldiers 
are not so skilled in evidence as judges and law yers, it 
w as hard to believe that a flagrant injustice had been 
deliberately committed. W h at the people did not see 
w as the secret and governing factor o f the case. 
Dreyfus had been selected as an easy scapegoat 
because he w as a Jew. It w as a skilful move on the 
part o f the real culprits, who perhaps were not all ot 
the minor rank o f Henry and Esterhazy. They calcu
lated that a Jew would have no friends, that he m ight 
be condemned and put aw ay, and that the “ leakage ” 
would be forgotten. N on-Catholics had been weeded 
out o f the General Staff, and the Arm y chiefs were all 
in the hands of father confessors, who were delighted to 
behold a Jew  ruined and disgraced. A fter the crime w as 
committed the organs of the Catholic Church were alw ays 
insisting on the guilt o f Dreyfus ; and they were power
fully assisted, not only by the organs o f the Arm y, but 
by the organs o f M onarchy and Imperialism, and by 
journalistic adventurers like Drum ont and Rochefort. 
The combination w as extraordinarily powerful. It in
cluded all the enemies o f the Republic, who are still 
very numerous and influential. No wonder, then, that 
the mind of France w as abused, and that it has been so 
long and difficult a task to bring about a recognition of 
the truth.

T hc part that Zola has played in this struggle will 
ensure his name being' handed down as som ething 
more than that o f a great man o f letters— as that o f 
a hero. A t the very moment— it w as just after the 
mock trial o f Esterhazy by his brother conspirators—  
when the one thing needed w as a man o f sufficient dis
tinction to step forward and slap the criminals and 
their abettors in the face, and to do it openly 
and publicly so that it could not be ignored, Zola 
rose to the height o f the occasion, and risked 
his position, his living, his liberty, and alm ost his 
life, to bring the Dreyfus affair to a crisis and open 
thc w ay to a public revelation of thc facts in a court 
o f justice. W hen he left France for England— the 
land o f exiles, and may she ever remain so !— he w as 
not seeking personal safety in flight. Revision of 
the Dreyfus case w as w hat he desired, and his own 
presence in France would have meant a diversion from 
the issue he w as seeking to force. Now that revision 
is an accomplished fact he is back in Paris, and quietly 
attending to his own business, after intim ating to the 
authorities that he is ready, if they are, to go  on with 
his suspended trial. “ E ven,” he says, “ as I remained 
quiet abroad, so shall I resume my seat at the national 
hearth like a peaceful citizen who desires to disturb 
none, but would simply take up his usual w ork without 
g iv in g  people any occasion to occupy themselves further 
about him .” He has proved, and is still proving, the 
simple accuracy o f his own words : “ I have had but 
one passion in my life, the love o f truth, for whose cause 
I have fought on every battlefield.”

Zola looks forward to seeing and pressing the hand 
o f the man lie has helped to extricate from a living
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entombment. “  T hat moment,”  he says, “  will suffice 
to repay me for all my troubles.” He desires appease
ment and reconciliation in France, but be also believes 
that penal measures are necessary. “ I f  some aw e
inspiring- example be not m ade,”  he adds, “ if justice 
do not strike some of the high-placed guilty ones, 
never will the masses, the petit peuple, believe in the 
immensity o f the crime. A  pillory must be raised in 
order that the multitude m ay at last know  the truth. 
But I leave to Nemesis the task o f com pleting her 
avenging w ork— I shall not aid her.”

W e cannot refrain from quoting a few more lines from 
Z o la ’s letter in L'Aurore

“ The crop we shall have sown will not be one of hatred, 
but one of kindness, equity, and experience. Itis necessary 
for it to grow and yield its harvest. Can one now foresee 
how rich that harvest may be ? All former political 
parties have collapsed, and there now remain but two 
camps— the reactionary forces of the past on the one 
hand, and the men bent on inquiry, truth, and upright
ness, who are marching towards the future, on the other. 
This order of battle alone is logical ; we must retain it in 
order that to-morrow may be ours. To work, then 1 By 
pen, by speech, and by action ! To work for progress 
and deliverance 1 ’Tw ill be the completion of the task 
of 1789, a pacific revolution in mind and in heart, the 
democracy welded together, freed from evil passions, 
based at last on the law of labor which will permit 
an equitable apportionment of wealth. Thenceforward 
France, a free country, France a dispenser of justice, 
the harbinger of the just society of the coming century, 
will once more find herself a sovereign among the nations.”

Z o la ’s triumph is complete. It is great and splendid. 
He has acted with wisdom and patience as well as the 
loftiest courage. And m ark you this, good Christians, 
he is a Freethinker. He is animated by no religious 
motive, in your sense o f the words, but by the principles 
of reason and humanity. Recollect, too, that nearly all 
the men who have fought beside him for the triumph 
of justice are likewise Freethinkers. And recollect that 
the organised forces of Christianity in France have been 
arrayed on the opposite side.

G. W . F oote.

Naturalism and Ethics.

T heories o f ethics m ay be conveniently classified under 
tw o heads— Natural and Supernatural. There are many 
subsections, but the above classification represents the 
only clear line of division between the religious and non
religious world, and at the same time indicates the only 
tw o headings under which all Rationalists on the one 
side and all Supernaturalists on the other would find 
themselves in agreem en t; for, takin g a broad view  of 
conflicting moral theories, the latter class is characterised 
by the assumption that a belief in God and in a future life 
is absolutely necessary if moral precepts arc to have a 
binding or authoritative ch a ra cter; while the former 
class is emphatic in the belief that a rational basis of 
morals is to be found in the conditions of human exist
ence, and that, rightly considered, ethical principles com 
mand the same assent, and, consequently, impose upon 
such as subscribe to their validity the same obligation to 
carry them out in practice as is the case with ordinary 
scientific generalisations.

O f course there are many who cannot perceive the 
binding character o f a naturalistic system  o f morals, 
just as there are many who fail to recognise the truth of 
a scientific proposition which to a better-informed person 
would be indisputable. A  man may say : “ I do not see 
that moral precepts can have any authoritative character 
once we divorce them from the idea of God and a future 
life just as another may refuse to believe in the globu
lar shape of the earth, or that it is, in round figures, 
240,000 miles from the moon. And as in the latter case 
the ubvious reply would be that if there existed a clear 
conception of the data upon which belief in the sphericity 
o f the earth or the moon’s distance is based, assent would 
be a  m atter of intellectual necessity, so in the former 
instance it is non-apprehension or misapprehension of 
the data upon which naturalistic ethics rest that is 
responsible for the objection urged. Once the facts 
upon which such a system  is built are properly under
stood, and the conclusion drawn therefrom agreed to,

there is the same imperative character attac irl£SCEp. 
purely scientific morality as to any other system- 
tion may be taken, reasonably enough, to the 
formed of a particular line of co n d u ct; but ^
tory character o f moral precepts does not «ePe‘j“ r that 
what is regarded as the sanctioning power, wne ¡e(y, 
is held to be the will o f God or the welfare °[;aCidy l’( 
but follows from an assent given either ^¡sposi- 
avow edly to an intellectual proposition. I t ** .|offi 
tion that I aim at m aking plain in what is to 0 ^ ̂  

In attem pting this, however, I am fully a 
contrary opinions that m ight be cited from P ^  
writers on ethics, many o f whom are strong1) ^ w n> 
to the supernatural in morals. Y et it apD a i0gK 
certain that, unless it is possible to estabhsj^ sllpy-
connection between reason and conduct,
naturalist has a tolerably clear field before 1 |ess,
task of effecting this reconciliation is do cbidto be the •
difficult one, and this would

4 r .. j j*

ult’

1«

reason w hy most prominent opponents ^  jp0ur an°p -i
ethics, particularly such writers as Mr.
Kidd, have made it the object o f their assa âs 
resolve to guide our lives by strict reason, 1 • c;ple ,, 
said, and there is nothing to prevent the P 
‘ each for himself, and the devil take the necess'!| 

ruling. Either that, or we are reduced to tJê oUt tl,‘ 
o f preaching pure sentimentalism, vaporing 
“  moral law ” as though it were an Act of 1 a 
be consulted when necessary, and end by Pjd.^gf p” , 
deity in the place o f the one dethroned. ^  ^

1 reig? ZâstlP 
o fre l’S ^ V

tion is desirable. W e do not want 
sentimentalism, anym ore than a reign or tific 
mentalism. Conduct, if it is to assume a sCi juS|(

e x rste n ^ 0’ '
W  

tl*

must, in ultim ate analysis, find a reason-^ of

this-
ote

cation in the normal conditions of 
confusion.
. I!\e problem for discussion, then, is 
individual, we say, should act so as to v  naiu>- 
general welfare. So far, N aturalist and Supf‘ ¡pCliHr 
ist m ay be in agreem ent ; and, so long as ° nC 
turns run in harm ony with this counsel, 11.° .¡¿ip _ 
picsents itself. But suppose a  man’s inclin 
not run in that direction ; suppose, as is often 
that he is w illing to gratify his desires at all cos > pû ' 
with the richest Baptist on earth, “  Dam n, s t» 
welfare ’’— what then ? “ Y ou  tell him. jj i  '
Supernaturalist, “  that he ought to act differ .fl „•(. 
which he replies : ‘ M y happiness must cons'!’ ,,11 
I regard as such, not in other people’s concep 
and L feel no desire to promote the g enerii,i pr<?% 
Y o u .p o in t out that his present behavior 'V . ‘1 ,  
injurious results later on ; to which he rep11 ^  d1’ 
w illing to take the risk .’ W h at, then, 
with him ? Can naturalism produce any evi ll|l 
from the nature o f man or o f society that 
such conduct as unreasonable— unreasonab L> j,e 
the sense o f being in conflict with what sUch
shown to be h'is own interests, thus cO'
havior amenable to a better understanding 01 t.
tions of existence.” ■ out th^’ V̂ I-

risf1Now, I think it is  worth while pointing ..¡cl_
‘ ve cnl . )ea-A1V7VV, X ilium 11, cfl11 1

ever strength there may be in the abov at

,1

urged against naturalistic ethics, it 11111 supef *, 
equal strength when urged against a^ g {<> J

V  such dfljj
_ T_T repUeíí, 4 a Cft®manner ” in the name ot uoci. He jjie

th

system . W e  have only to vary 
clearly. Y ou  tell a man to act 
manner “ in the name o f G od.” 
believe in G od ,” and your injunction falls.
Or, if  he does, and you threaten him ei
in an after life, he may reply: “ I alT1 %(
risk a probable punishment hereafter 1°^  to1 
pleasure h e re ” ; or, like the youngster, w« c pt^V'

A
rid,./,

indigestion would follow a further help111» cer^'-fM. 
he m ay s a y :  “ It’s worth it.” And * futu^ $ ] 
theory aside, many are content to risk t 1 ,, Ca
can get their purpose served now. Anm to a •• ^  
as this, the Supernaturalist is com pelsao uiio  ̂ niL, uu^wi iiubui unob 10 v v - j,  ,  ̂ .jjC" .jj
cisely the same method as the Natura ls ¡tioU.  ̂
o f all gain an assent to a particular pf°C' e cr®. ,ed 
“ God exists, and a belief in his CX1S. . \s be . /t1:
obligation to act in accordance w
be his will >> „ 1 -v. ......
lishes a pre’snm ',-t lC-n show  t,lat such an TtfUWiP
against others P T°l" fa .V0r o f  one c,aSS 
to bring  one’s i ,P le ,.e st,1) remains the p10? ppiP‘ 

e  0ne s  ^ n a t i o n s  into line with o n e s0*
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llsoever sufficient to note that all ethical pre- 
°\ve their authoritative character to anÎI. u<11 asspnf ■ ■ «uinum auvc

.^Precise f0rn’ ’.mPliecl or expressed.

L, ““tan

■ —  ‘orm in which this intellectual proposition 
- , matter of secondary importance, in ;onf  
■ lhe existence of God, in another a  particular vie 

; but, in either case, the authoritative 
moral precepts exists for all who «issl 

C ental beliefs

. > . r " rsr, hnd;

S Ï I ? " '  In
s upon which they are based, and 

e Phraser!Vi* ^net’ ‘ n my view, all moral rules
ted'C u . ! d thus :

Uo ought to act in such and such a manner.
vSbv. which
' Mief

? expre
«. ?»

Hie

If such and such a belief is

moral rules take for granted is notrp -----  ‘ Uit^ LdtVC iUI glcU.lLCl
far, tile Sea> but it is implied nevertheless.

..the Con’ may have succeeded in making' it clear 
7 % of anur'H t ^ a t  Rationalistic ethics presents 

' !■ Suestio °b l£?tory character is either a  beggin g  
1 °f a Cl? •°r- ls absm-d. Such a statement in the 

■ n's r.'ftlan is only one w ay o f saying that he 
,:r% tak  f 1 v'ew o f human nature which the 
■ y,f Jdlltes for granted in all his reasonings on the 

ics cannoi k y that> therefore, a scientific system 
A . °c binding upon anyone is simply ridi- 
any as reasonably bring the same charge'■ t̂ a°„ne might as

/ Staterrieî V(yry’ sy stem , and with equal falsity.
4?«of

Si
's b;

thoSe C?ncern' ng  any system  o f morals is•nose , .....b “ *v *"• ‘ “ W“ “ -3 *°
ased u " 0 cannot accept the beliefs upon 

‘kr yCan and j  must alw ays be false concerning

of theUli« - then, assumes that a proper under- 
< n. ?°nstitui0l3diti.ons op existence would, in the 
•ki^ular n.et mind, create an obligation to act
J .. !s not ¡r* anner > that, while all non-reasonable 

*s nr,« mmoral ’

■ ’‘ "re .
N o  are

i L ^ r e a ^ L  r*£>htly considered, all immoral 
at L ? ble > and there is the further as-at

not
l f «*uu mere is m e iuriner as-

0fn individual welfare and general
‘”P °t> that'

are n .................................. &_____
,(^'u tspect” 1 contradictory or mere co-existences,
'> C ^ t h eff c samet hing;
«bik. .. s,t part of this position Mr. Leslie

stat l^ tcs’ P- 437) warns us that every 
unre- ° ^1e ethical principle that disobedi- 

-* tnai,'lSon;lhle,’ in the same sense as refusal
n 'vorlC,niaHCal demonstration....... is doomed

trVfy„.i and f„.W!’ich ‘s n°t made up

■ ■ opt if c‘e>icc 
¡ S ^ l °  to

,::S  a
■ r;KS” a World

v f i i T '
Ä e Ss that ’

o f w orking

of the 18

latter part two writers o f much 
m the belief that “ It is difficult

consideration fitted to convince the 
reasonable for him to seek the: v»ic op t *v ‘ v/i iim i lu ocwiv uiw.

.nîerests n fmLunity rather than his o w n ” ;*
«reJ ltS  ,1____ . ______
 ̂syste'Cl*ed, as h-l0t c'l^er identical or capable of

of ef, .as been necessarily assumed in all
stlc bas;,.'IC5 which have sought to establisha . Ms of . —  13 - -

ts of the 
are individual and those of the

On '  u'her ^  copduct. T lie two are funda- 
1,0 pe °f fhe eve-n • ^reconcilable, and a large 
N  Ŝo.nal intJrSt‘? S  individuals at any time have 

r in!ng.’>y °ri , | the rCS-1 whatever in the progress of 
N N w - .  s°cial development we arc under-

read
!.he P r e S that> howc"‘c Preciol l“ at’ however difficult it m ay be to 

r N  ^ ^ tio n s lo 6 ‘.lt'0n between reason■(. • ut. . ' ‘a t io n ^ ,“ ‘•■ 'Jii Detween reason and con- 
C  Clenfific pt,n.P 's necessarily presupposed by a 

h  and !JSal n>i i-CS‘ Any such system  must rest 
r> N ee "ece  ̂a ‘̂0ns between actions and their 

■:r J. • go aereWith ' ‘V refusal to regulate life in 
V N  i’i °r fhe arg ues either the absence o f such 

° f  an abnormal structure
S lN le  ? ” atld • 01 approctating or applying the

can • •
"•eS ? ‘°tthapp> th e ‘ni0ral oonduct unreasonable as

"hi state",lC Sarnc epithet to one who refused 
„.... ncnt that all the radii o f a circle

1., ktM • that
■ NtN d iv;'t ^1Ven

• m, V e resuuUals
k!6 fN '^»N ,hperJ' Certain actions, and allow ing for
»"‘N N e 6 Vcrd ict'ent~~a P0'nt I shall have to deal11.. 'n it,« ntr' ‘ ' '

ViSrN e ^lv'(füak-ea a . definite number of normally
each possessing the same know-

nehf ulct xt> pwuu 1 Mian nave iu
¡N all,!1 Affic i?.U,<d in each case be the srsame.

. ;v  in the w ay  ot securing a 
SeP K.n°WleH m a1*’ or nearly all, cases due to 

a ln th or reasoning ; and the proof
\x»̂ ■— c met that increased intellectual 
w- k. v ___

f Q N ,5 *.«
0°cia/"f, ° f  Naturalism, p. 42, 

■ a-Volu(Ion, p. 107.
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power is rapidly breaking down the moral verdicts that 
were based upon class or creed, on country or race, and by 
insistingupon fundamental ethical facts has brought about 
a far more uniform moral judgm ent than has ever before 
existed. Consequently, while Mr. Stephen would be 
correct in saying that in the present state o f knowledge it 
is impossible to demonstrate that immoral conduct is 
unreasonable, in the same sense as it would be un
reasonable to refuse assent to a scientific proposition, 
he is not correct in assum ing such a condition o f  things 
to be permanent. If a scientific system o f ethics con
sists in form ulating rules for the profitable guidance of 
life, not only does the formulation o f such rules pre
suppose a certain constancy in the laws o f human 
nature and of the world in general, but it involves the 
assumption that some day it may be possible to g ive 
moral law s the same air o f precision that now accom 
panies physiological law s, and to label departure from 
them as “ unreasonable ”  in the truest and most scientific 
sense o f the word. C. C ohen.

( To be continued. )

Bible Biography.

( Continued from page SS6J

M oses is am ong the prominent characters in Bible bio
graphy. He may, in fact, be termed G od’s “  Prime 
M inister,”  as he w as an ever-ready tool in the hands 
of the Christian D eity to carry out any scheme, regard
less of the principles o f justice and humanity. It is, 
however, only fair to observe that, according to the 
Bible, God is responsible for some o f the m ost striking 
features in the character of Moses. For instance, nearly 
the whole of his doings are prefaced by the phrase: “ And 
the Lord spake unto Moses sayin g.” And the per
formance o f these deeds is followed by the words, “ as 
the Lord commanded M oses.”  Then, again, take the 
episode o f the Egyptian bondage. M oses is commanded 
by his God to bring the children o f Israel out o f E gypt, 
where they were being sorely oppressed. His mission 
w as to go  unto Pharaoh, and to induce him to allow the 
people to depart. But from the first God placed serious 
obstacles in the w ay o f M oses achieving this object. 
For we read that the Lord said unto Moses : “  I am 
sure that the k in g  o f E gyp t will not let you go, no, not 
by a m ighty hand. I will harden his heart, that he shall 
not let the people go. I have hardened his heart, and 
the heart o f his servants, that I m ight show these my 
signs before him. The Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart 
so that he would not let the children o f Israel go  ” 
(Exodus iii. 19 ; iv. 2i ; x. 1, 20). This w as strange 
conduct upon the part o f the D eity. He sent M oses to 
accomplish w hat he (God) had rendered quite impossible 
to be achieved until desolation had been w rought and 
thousand o f lives sacrificed.

God then sent a scries of plagues upon the innocent 
people o f E gypt, torturing youn g and old, man and 
beast, and a t the same time again hardening Pharaoh’s 
heart so that he may not relent and grant M oses his 
request. The record o f G od’s doings tow ards the 
Egyptians is a narrative not only o f cruelty and in
justice, but of the greatest possible folly, as a glance 
at the story o f the ten plagues will show. T hey may be 
briefly described thus

1. The waters were a ll turned to blood. There is no 
m istake h ere; a ll the w ater in the land w as thus changed. 
But it is said the m agicians did 'he same. It would be 
interesting to know w hat w ater they turned into blood, 
since there w as none left. Before the rise of the Nile 
the water has a greenish appearance, and is not fit to 
drink. About the end o f June it becomes yellow , and, 
gradually, red. This color w as long supposed to be 
due to red earth brought down the stream. It is now 
known to he due to the presence o f infusorial animal- 
culai, which gives it the appearance o f blood. But the 
record says it w as lurtied into blood. 1 he -X11 e is the 
only river in E gypt, and all w ater is obtained from it. 
The fish, even to the crocodiles, were destroyed.

2. The Plague o f Frogs. The frog w as a sacred animal 
with the Egyptians, hence the fitness o f the story as a 
myth. W hence came all these frogs ? The river could 
not have brought them forth, for had there been any
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spawn there it would have been destroyed by the previous 
plague.’ The m agicians also brought up frogs. This 
seems very senseless. It would have been far better 
had they sent them aw ay.

3. The Plague o f  Lice. These were made out of the 
dust. Their presence everywhere must have produced 
a cheerful state of things. This w as a lively occupation 
for a God. The very thought o f it makes one’s flesh 
creep.

4. The Plague o f  Flies. W e  fail to see the utility of 
this plague, even from G od’s standpoint, inasmuch as, 
the preceding plague not having succeeded, it w as not 
likely that this one would. And it did not, for God still 
hardened Pharaoh’s heart.

5. M urrain o f Beasts. W hatever w as the nature of 
this m alady, the record states that a ll the cattle o f the 
Egyptians died. The Egyptians were, therefore, left 
without any cattle o f any kind. Their horses, asses, 
camels, and sheep were all destroyed.

6. The Plague o f  Boils. Here M oses takes ashes, and, 
sprinkling them like fine dust, a pestilence of boils is 
the result. These boils appear upon “ man and beast.” 
But there were no beasts left, for all had died of the 
murrain. So the blains must have broken out on dead 
animals.

7. The Plague o f H ail. Hail is alm ost unknown in 
E gypt for climatic reasons. -A ga in  the cattle are 
killed, although they had been twice destroyed before.

8. The Plague o f  Locusts. These devour everything, 
so that neither animal nor plant is left. One wonders 
what the E gyptians did for food after this. Surely the 
destruction o f all fish in the river, and of all animals 
and plants on the land, must have produced universal 
starvation o f the people. Y e t the E gyptians lived on, 
and the kin g  w as as obstinate as ever.

9. The Plague o f Darkness. This w as probably a 
severe, sandstorm such as is common in that country. 
The Samoon of Kham aseen has been often described 
by travellers as producing darkness and lasting about 
three days. This darkness is said to have been felt.

10. The Death o f  the Firstborn. This plague w as also 
extended to the beasts, o f which there could be none left, 
for all had been killed three times over already. N ow 
the Israelites, after borrowing the jew els and valuables 
o f the Egyptians, departed ; and Pharaoh pursued them 
with a great army of chariots and horses, although all 
the horses had been destroyed. This jum ble o f impos
sibilities and absurdities is supposed to be the w ork of 
the great “ I A m ,” whose biography is truly unique.

But enough o f this incoherent relation o f nonsense 
and God-like brutality. W e will now return to the 
biography o f the alleged deliverer o f Israel. It is not 
certain when M oses w as born. Some orthodox chrono- 
logists allege that the event took place about 1450 b .c. 
But there is no trustw orthy record in the Jewish Scrip
tures to justify this supposition. Gliddon, in his Types 
o f Mankind, points out that “  M oses, or the Hebrews, 
not being mentioned upon Egyptian monuments from 
the twelfth to the seventeenth century b . c . inclusive, 
and never being alluded to by any extant w riter who 
lived prior to the Septuagint translation at Alexandria 
(commencing in the third century B.C.), there are no 
extraneous aids from sources, alien to the Jewish books, 
through which any information, w orthy o f historical 
acceptance, can be gathered elsewhere about him or 
them .”

A t the age of forty M oses commenced his career by 
an act o f murder and sanctimonious interference. The 
Bible says : “  And it came to pass in those days, when 
M oses w as grow n, that he went out unto his brethren, 
and looked on their burdens : and he spied an Egyptian 
sm iting an Hebrew, one o f his brethren. And he looked 
this w ay and that w ay, and when he saw  that there was 
no man, he slew the Egyptian, and hid him in the sand. 
And when he went out the second day, behold, two men 
of the Hebrews strove together : and he said to him that 
did the w rong, W herefore smitest thou thy fellow ? And 
he said, W ho made thee a prince and a jud ge over u s? 
ntendest thou to kill me, as thou killedst the Egyptian ? 
\nd M oses feared, and said, Surely this thing is known ” 

(Exodus ii. 1 r-14). This incident furnishes the key to the 
character of M oses through the whole of his life. H ew as 
cruel, crafty, and passionate, being ever ready and willing 
to obey the most unjustifiable commands of his God. W e 
read in Exodus (xxxii.) that the people became displeased

with M oses because he had remained too 
D eity upon the Mount. Hence they said unW- 

Up, make us gods, which shall go  before us • 
this M oses, the man that brought us out of Fe u, 
L STPt, we w ot not w hat has become of :
complied with their request, and, having 
people to supply him with articles o f gold (lor f .  
now, the possession o f  gold  was a nëcessaO P, f $■  
worshipping God), out o f which he made gods' , ; 
they then held a feast, and were bavin» C> 
American friends would say a “ good ^ '¿ ¿ t  
it appears, heard the merry-making", and he , 
Moses : “ Go, g et thee down ; for the Pe0f rcr, f; haveco
thou broughtest out of the land of Egypt . sS b , 
them selves.”  Aaron’s god-m aking a|0ne,-\ 
upset the Lord, for he exclaimed : “ Let ^  thatj' 
my wrath may w ax hot against them, ■ chrassif :- 
consume them .” M oses saw  the folly Sn0thi°»C, :•
conduct, and he besought his Eord to do 1 F 
kind, lest he should cause a wrong 1,nPj-jie 
made upon the minds of the Egyptians. ,s stab‘̂ ;:. 
powers of M oses were stronger than Go nt e d ■ 
purpose, hence we read : “  The Lord r ? |e,” ,..... 
evil which he thought to do unto his P„ ii1"...
God, who, we are told, “ never chan ges,^ s0[«el 
to change his mind through fear ot "  ‘ s 
children would think of him. .

In this case M oses gave very g °°  
failed to adopt it h im self; for, having PaCl see' : 
(Moses) went down from the M ount .„jjles .A
V ■ ' fWO „rtl3l"He took with him two r(#' 

On aPp ’ }f-which God had written. „ G0seS . p
go in g  on 
testim ony

, and hearing the uui>w»- ^  ,
waxed hot, and he cast the tables out 0  ̂
brake them beneath the M ount.”  Hayu’o^ganS; 
very cruel and foolish act, he stood in ôrd 
camp and proclaim ed: “ Thus saith t «¡¡d ■ .
- - -  ’o r d b y h i s s J J ^

gate  to gate  througbo“ U ¡sCoibf v 
slay every man his brother, and every nl‘ 
and every man his neighbor. And the j, *

Israel, Put every man his sword by 1115 "^e 
and out from gate  to gate through01̂

m
u--re ;i

did according to the word o f Moses : a11 g,,.” j ^ ' 1. 
people that day about three thousand (w 'U: 
the conduct o f M oses, o f whom it is si^n 
meek, above all the men which were up' tgs ’ 
earth ”  (Numbers xii. 3).

( To be continued. )

Faith That Surely W * neS'

T>
B y  C o l o n e l  R. G. ^  ^

( Concluded from paF 3{ ^

The most that is now claimed ~es \Jl'
“ H igher C r itic s ” is that some pasi|‘ l1'1" 
that some passages are true, and tlm 
free to pick these passages out. ,-ty. ' |fc

The ministers are preaching Inii r a 41.1',,

A bbott? He would have consigned J11 J'.:
io u g h t  0 ‘ j h ' O 1;

Dr. Cadrrian? He would have denoi'j1 e tl'1 
o f the devil. W h at would Calvin ? 
Presbyterian like Professor B rig»s ‘ j, the ’,f ?''■  
burned him at the stake, and throe» do&jft  
flame would have shouted : “ Vou a êC] »0 ^
How would Jeremy T aylor have trea L ti'E
like Heber N ew ton ? . ¡s ri£ ()/•<■ '

The Governor o f N ew  Hanips], i r , .ji P;- 
says that Christianity has decline1 ^  ,e ' 
faith are flickering, zeal is cooling^ f
is beginning to see the other side- oS 
are still millions of orthodox Ch> lS c£ire %  “ .y 
are incapable o f grow th, and v ts. ŷ d1 
facts than a monitor does for bu , f -
tions on the highw ay o f progress a 

d“ ,h - ' '
The dogm a o f eternal pain is

the reasonably intelligent. People ^„riej 1̂ 
justice know that eternal revenge ^  lie , ¡i> 
by infinite goodness. T hey know ^ lie '6 
heaven impossible. Ir Christians
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of the mourners. So far as children are concerned, if 
they are vaccinated, it does not make much difference 
whether they are christened or not.

M arriage is a civil contract, and God is not one of 
the contracting parties. It is a contract with which the 
Church has no business to interfere. M arriages with 
us are regulated by law. The real m arriage— the 
uniting of hearts, the lighting o f the sacred flame in 
each— is the w ork of nature, and is the best w ork that 
nature does. The ceremony of m arriage gives notice to 
the world that the real m arriage has taken place. 
M inisters have no real interest in m arriages outside 
of the fees. Certainly m arriages by justices of the peace 
cannot cause the mental, moral, and financial decay of a 
State.

The things pointed out by the Governor were un
doubtedly produced by the decline of Christianity ; but 
they are not evils, and they cannot possibly injure the 
people morally, mentally, or financially. The Governor 
calls on the people to think, work, and pray. W ith  two- 
thirds of this I agree. If the people of N ew  Hampshire 
will think and w ork without praying, they will grow  
morally, mentally, and financially. If they pray without 
w orking and thinking, they will decay.

Prayer is b eggary— an effort to get som ething for 
nothing. Labor is the honest prayer.

I do not think that the good and true in Christianity 
are declining. The good and true are more clearly per-- 
ceived and more precious than ever. The supernatural, 
the miraculous part o f Christianity, is declining. The 
N ew Testam ent has been compelled to acknow ledge the 
jurisdiction of reason. If Christianity continues to 
decline at the same rate and ratio that it has declined 
in this generation, in a few years all that is supernatural 
in the Christian religion will cease to exist. There is a 
conflict— a battle between the natural and the super
natural. The natural w as baffled and beaten for thou
sands of years. The flag of defeat w as carried by the 
few, by the brave and wise, by the real heroes o f our 
race. They were conquered, captured, iniprisoned, 
tortured, and burned. Others took their places. The 
banner was kept in the air. In spite of countless defeats, 
the arm y o f the natural increased. It began to gain 
victories. It did not torture and kill the conquered. It 
enlightened and blessed. It fought ignorance with 
science, cruelty with kindness, slavery with justice, 
and all vices with virtues. In this great conflict we 
have passed midnight. W hen the morning comes its 
ray will gild but one flag— the flag of the natural.

All over Christendom religions are declining. Only 
children and the intellectually undeveloped have faith—  
the old faith that defies facts. Only a few years ago to 
be excommunicated by the Pope blanched the cheeks of 
the bravest. N ow  the result would be laughter. Only 
a few years ago, for the sake of savin g heathen souls, 
priests would brave all dangers and endure all hard
ships.

I once read the diary of a priest— one who long ago 
went down the Illinois river, the first white man to be 
borne on its waters. In this diary he wrote that he had 
just been paid for all that be had suffered. He had 
added a gem  to the crown of his glory— had saved a 
soul for Christ. He had baptised a papoose.

That kind o f faith has departed from the world.
The zeal that flamed in the hearts o f Calvin, Luther, 

and K nox is cold and dead. W here are the W esleys 
and W hitfields? W here are thé old evangelists, the 
revivalists who sw ayed the hearts o f their hearers with 
words o f flame ? The preachers o f our day have lost 
the Promethean fire. They have lost the tone of 
certainty, o f authority. “ Thus saith the L o rd ” has 
dwindled to “ perhaps.”  Sermons, m essages from God, 
promises radiant with eternal joy, threats lurid with the 
flames o f hell, have changed to colorless essays, to 
apologies and literary phrases, to inferences and per- 
adventures.

“ The blood-dyed vestures o f the Redeemer are not 
w aving in triumph over the ramparts of sin and rebel
lion ’’ but over the fortresses of faith float the white 
flags 0f truce. The trumpets no- longer sound for 
battle, hut for parley. The fires c f  hell have been 
extinguished, and heaven itself is only a dream. The 
“ eternal verities" have changed to doubts. The torch 
of inspiration, choked with ashes, has lost its flame.

I There is no longer in the Church “ a sound from heaven/
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as o f a rushing, m ighty w in d ” ; no “ cloven tongues 
like as of fire” ; no “ wonders in the heaven above,”  and 
“ no signs in the earth beneath.”  The miracles have 
faded aw ay, and the sceptre is passing from superstition 
to science— science, the only possible savior of man
kind.

The Dogmatist’s  Creed.

Believe as I believe— no more, no less ;
That I am right, and no one else, confess ;
Feel as I feel ; think only as I think ;
Eat what I eat, and drink but what I drink ;
Look as I look ; do always as I do ;

And then, and only then,
I’ll fellowship with you.
That I am right, and always right, I know, 
Because my own convictions tell me so ;
And to be right is simply this : To be 
Entirely, in all respects, like me.
To deviate a hair’s breadth, or begin 

To question and to doubt 
Or hesitate, is sin.
I reverence the Bible, if it be
Translated first, and then explained— by me.
By churchly laws and customs I abide,
If they with my opinions coincide.
All creeds and doctrines I concede divine, 

Excepting those, of course,
Which disagree with mine.
Let sink the drowning, if he will not swim 
Upon the plank that I throw out to him ;
Let starve the hungry, if he will not eat 
My kind and quantity of bread and m eat;
Let freeze the naked, if he will not be 

Clothed in such garments 
As are cut for me.
’Twere better that the sick should die than live,
U nless they take the medicine I give ;
’Twere better sinners perish than refuse 
’To be conformed to my peculiar views ;
’Twere better that the world stand still than move 

In any other way 
Than that which I approve.

Thought the Great Thing.
The great difficulty is always to open people’s eyes : to 

touch their feelings, and break their hearts, is easy ; the diffi
cult thing is to break their heads. What does it matter, as 
long as they remain stupid, whether you change their feelings 
or not ? You cannot be always at their elbow to tell them 
what is right : and they may do just as wrong as before, or 
worse ; and their very best intentions merely make the road 
smooth for them—you know where.—-John Ruskin, “ Ethics 
of the Dust," p. 89.

Fictitious Sins.
The manufacture of sins is so easy a manufacture that 

I am convinced men could readily be persuaded that it was 
wicked to use the left leg as much as the right ; whole con
gregations would only permit themselves to hop ; and would 
consider that, when they walked in the ordinary fashion, they 
were committing a deadly sin.— Arthur Helps.

Two of the Pious.
A Christian and a Heathen in His Blindness were 

disputing, when the Christian, with that charming considera
tion which serves to distinguish the truly pious from the 
wolves that perish, exclaimed :

“ If I could have my way, I’d blow up all your gods with 
dynamite.”

“And if I could have mine,” retorted the Heathen in His 
Blindness, bitterly malevolent but oleaginously suave, “ I’d 
fan all yours out of the universe.”— Ambrose Bierce.

In the eyes of all truly competent men the question whether 
the universe as we see it is the result of regularly working 
forces, having a causal connection with each other, and 
therefore capable of being understood by human reason, or 
whether it is the work of an automatic, incomprehensible 
being that admits of no recognition by the reason of man, 
has long since been decided in favor of the former alternative. 
Every item of human knowledge, every page of practical 
experience, every conquest of science, gives but this one 
answer, and makes the old theistic theory of the universe, 
which originated in the days when mankind was still in its 
first childhood, appear as a mere fable engendered by the 
reverie of past ages. —Buchner.

Acid Drops.
m .î

W hat became of the Mahdi’s head? The/^fjft u 
that it was sent to Cairo in an old kerosene oil n ^  
when the authorities heard the news they had■ j .ji,, bur|l‘J
hot haste to Wady Haifa, where it was hurneeii  ̂
was Gordon’s nephew who kept the Mahdi’s liej c|a,e.-• 
teresting relic. Mr. Wilfrid Blunt, however, 
young Gordon acted under Lord Kitchener’s 
and is anxious to clear himself of all person 
for the body-snatching which has caused !
^  -!-•— --  .1-----<__i-----. .— Loshei

eXpreSS ;,[,i
-nal ref Je

uch
Our own opinion on the whole matter has been 
We regard it as a  shocking display of barbarity 
state ought not to be alleged for such savagery.

------  . f the
Lord Kitchener has got his £30, 000 !n sPltea«eci*tin̂ - 

head. Mr. Balfour did not denounce him I°r de V- 
prophet’s tomb ; that was left to Mr. John /¿e 
..... Xf- RoHV.,,,- (!,„ ilncnpmfJnn was a dell.

»1
Ior me tasK 111 oruer m ai mey im gn. . [)lv >’1’
knowledge throughout the length and breadth 0 prij' 

the Mahdi was, after all, not the Heaven- ty 
„ imagined him to be, but belonged to a teT j str

and dying creed.” Mr. Balfour spoke this W>1 jje»
laughing interna } - uStK,

too intelligent and acute to believe that a n,‘‘ .bon-
' his corpse

mg to Mr. Balfour, the desecration was 
policy, and the Soudanese regiments were sl”'Ylrai 
for the task in order that “ they might k n o w f ¡̂¡g

been wrong because you can knock 
impunity. ___

* till" -V.
Sir George Gabriel Stokes has been celebifA  

of his tenure of the Lucasian Professorship je(itistŝ ,fJ 
University. There was a great gathering ° cej 1>' 
all civilised nations, and eulogies were Pr01? 9
Kelvin and others. No doubt these eulogy . the 
deserved. But, after all, the mathematical ,s|iflsShc|' 
type of mind ; and Sir George Gabriel

£

» S i S #-J r -  - - -------, ______
self to be anything but a great reasoncr ... 
fhed neSSei?. ,9 .n e ° r the Poorest discourses we c '^ ye;,rv, 
on b^h irU r C!Ivcred at the H all o f Science, m f ^  |g 

behalf o f the Christian Evidence Society. ** bjv-

K g
■á

5tC

learned, logical, nor witty, but just insT“nd in 
Perhaps the explanation of this may be • ^  
which is noted by Professor Jebb in his soniroiessur jcuu ■■■ .cd
Stokes’s jubilee. “ Thy strength hath r^qien
Divine,” says the rhyming panegyrist. vv n lan,il; 
any kind rests in that fashion we know w'bai 
exhibition may usually- be expected.

Our readers will remember how, accord^; ff.. _

Testament, Jesus Christ was presented
~ " of r p t f uGovernor Pontius Pilate. But times .

then, and the distinguished representative
differentare presented to royalty in a

day, for instance, the Rev. Hugh Price •i “ntiieiy w  
of the Wesleyan Conference, was presented ■ (Jiis',  1 {J, 
for the Queen by the Prince of Wales ; . GeMftf
was dressed, unless the British Weekly L-gleS, / l 
with cassock beneath, knee breeches with h j [lifl
ings, shoes with silver buckles, and the tie
mortar-board.

The first Wesleyan President presente |iers jig:1.. 
Rev. Richard Roberts, in 1885. j j C"that. tl’^Jeíg'

”°‘l Mr- 23sSfe
presented since 
should I
All that now remains is

Mr. Hughes
should be presented every year, »*•“ - 10■ ‘ fortheW esleyans;0, , . ,^ . ,

-a  proceeding to which, we believe, y ' place*. e(ii1,, 
averse— and let their prelates lord it in h'K , j,\-e jv'
with those of the Established Church. get t̂ .jjeg1 
and all the “ low ly” Churches will asp|rc îaCC, pr‘
all the “ worldly ” advantages 
power.

-wea

—  , c & y *
June 4 was “ Judges’ Sunday ” at St. I’aU' -pliis 

the preacher was the Bishop of Stepney- .¡„g C „1 ,, 
-i_:—  1-------------- . 1 „1 the W0‘ .„„n AWclaims to know a great deal about the "  rese'l ¡1,1/1'. 
their intense love of religion when it .‘^ ¡1  invl5,cri,1‘V  
properly, with God well in front and the ¡^ an’5̂ ,  
His sermon—we mean the reverend gp11 . e of /¡.yfp,!’ 
the Devil’s— was mainly about the JuS ,.*aV „lbj;-— 1. C 0 ll t tjij --
which he admitted it was possible to m* . deb? , fftL-i- 
case. “ In East London,” he said, ‘ *n. .¡-cllJ I-;.:
tures, infinitely the hardest thing to u feSsed ,v|i0*'> 
God was his justice.” The preacher col rc\ytbc jibĴ A1'; 
something in this world amiss,” but he resp^t ¡Mi* 
for it upon man. God was not “ dircc ?oll]y 1 $$" 
quite agree with the Bishop of Steppe?’ j. rcSP 
up God altogether. To say the boss is ^
say there is no boss. -----  .

Stepney c;
Punishment, he laid do" ",

When the Bishop of 5 
of Eternal
rule that you should “ Throw ov 
punishment which contlicts with 
science.” Precisely so. That is. J

came to 1
J dovvni aiiv [i,y  r j f  erboard a ¡-,es ¡rrcdthe d o g  the

just " ’h«1
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k c " . Qoing all along. But this rule puts Conscience 
criPture; which, in turn, puts an end to Christianity.

!5cfem«|riLa11 Agnostics, in a sense,” the Bishop of Stepney 
fully defin'[>War̂ s the close of his sermon. What a beauti-

s sayii
tpnev,Jm Harcourt is not a Socialist, and the Bishop of 
m. . ft* not nr,Agnostic. The truth is that each of them 

juggle-with a certain word, and for a similar

^ “Urt's'l0 ?xPression! It reminds us of Sir William 
^William %lnS> “ We arc all Socialists now.” O f course 
c ePnev ic „ flnrcourt is n F  - »„a h,.

îtVoii?:°tfan. Agnostic.
°W P tlc tojugele-wituoject.

T|].
>gh'm riS'10P °ICanterbury has been speaking at Peter- 
,l'ithin»t| 'r°r of Sunday Closing. He said he was against 
(,e,s' liver-,, 00 iavvay the reverence of the Sunday. O f course 
tii ^ffonL?!an ‘s ngainst the destruction of what he lives

: away the reverence of the Sunday. O f course
Renters ;t t W r ? 5 are not going to vote for the suppression ol 

hade, nor bricklayers for the abolition of clay-pits.

fill agree with the Archbishop that, if a Sunday'Closing 
Sday!,pa?sed for England,“ people would provide for their

Th°n Satvirday-” W e have sccn thcm doing it in 
drink steadily all Saturdayi> g,an d ‘t T a.nds ° f  them

at2'Ts°nietim„ m !ls ,ar£° a suPPly of l*quof as they can 
:y can ca 
lition to

im 01 their nop!' external supply, which
car..°st ei!rn?..-e ŝ’ or hul ging those convenient receptacles

aL/ SOmpfï., <lî» J‘UiTC a S’ 
thJeyb for the po’, ^  than they can carry

i° ft2 aseaa

and then there is
0̂ Urch a ^ enlan- In addition to the internal supply,

liicli maybe seen sticking
y
aly tha't^ntic proportions.

tteaas a ^ P Ä is ^equate.
Men in that condition take 

Enough in these cases
Iiqu„ 7?U mus/u much as you’ll want and a good deal over 

is reliirt„e ?n the right side. And, being bought, the 
t°se T̂emperUS y consumed ; and this is what is called 

e'tintr',,, an“ . and the Archbishop of Canterbury wants 
T r°duced into England.

Lord P. -----
>nt0 .1 Hovvh„ tvanuo!ph Churchill was a great “ friend of 
lrpe „)* HoUSB°PP??cd the entrance of Bradlaugh the Atheist

Mr. Winston Churchill is a 
Speaking at Birmingham, he 

Na„"sts> and pl"jln.cc between the Tories and the Liberal 
Si'>under-” ,yCaimed, “ What God has joined let no man

' mucin
- House of Commons 1 

Mtrr i'P °I the old block.

'i K̂ t Mr. ci We rea,ly J'll not know that it was God who 
le,tnd iCa’ambcrlain and Lord Salisbury together, 

r Jai
But

a s .
nk a:

Pr°niising to go to a friend in London.

cVr!'ng <Irünk’ ab?UÎ thirty, a Catholic priest, w:
o®d on his n‘lnd disorderly at Birmingham. He was dis-

as arrested

G'1 I\‘‘bri. . '- eckha _____
Sve„''’y an ex-fa1 Sunday a body of fanatical Christians, 
N l  ofnce> tvave 1°” ’ and assembled near a place of public1» A ftf 1 'Vli/P I «03CU1U1CU ucai cl |<iabc »-/I [muitt.
%’cv. the Natin ^hrch hag and gave three cheers for the 
%  nm>Vviliither ?i ^ecular Society. It did not transpire, 

tlaed in ii,1 ,a<; event had already taken place or had 
1 the book of prophecy.!ti,

It seen? !10w’.often the N.S.S. has been proclaimed

ti^e p
 ̂ ir ,Wt,

®taiiKVer had̂ s tod‘c about half-a-dozen times every year. 
S CvCr a?, .many lives. Even now its funeral is as

AH its enemies will probably be buried first.

^ S s t r ^ ° mipous nam e!) is of the same opinion as 
satisf.o l /nef —namely, that the Sabbatarians must 

but in-.— 'J[̂ h the slaughter of two Sunday nevvs- 
ngage in a fresh crusade against 

observance. M Among the moretier. ® (It c aSSCs » •,Uay
riNiSl ’i f  f°r so-’ i*1- says> " Sunday has become the 
C y cm!. , fashi^1 , hitercourse, entertainments, amuse- 

S ed w i i r i l i  restaurants of West London are» y II* ! U wifi ‘ '■ auiuidius Mtat I.UIIUUU tuv
of cluĵ hts. lçv'(, SUc!’ brilliant throngs of diners as on

s f i s .......
t̂flljt till

>ke^’ 'vhich Sity and town now has its working- 
and ,0ar  Sunday are packed out with crowds 

;nt-..ers- A’ho can obtain unlimited drink, 
ordinary public-house.” The

- “ W US’' - :
^°n Sund;

V ^ s c % restrictl ers’ who 

h w 0li
to !î°.Ss'hle I’c that as it may, however, it is

[ retlie,. lve tll0„, . lve them to church, and, unless it is1 a . '-v a-. *V-Ui inf.-. .1 . . .  <

Ul5i Cxlr ' • 4 KllKi U lu ,u«iry puuiik.-iiuuac;. x iiKi

n° la cÎ bs on QCt ls 51 P10lJs exaggeration. Working-
Muniter - n" in«;,,.. . unday evening, are not such drunkards

. lU0v - -v; UlQm • v“ =lll IU CUU1CU, miu, urntaj u 1.1
in,v®rv <lr°- A ,-"Uo 'he streets, it is best to leave them 

Pn II rfer; Prornisinp!Usade against working-men’s clubs is 
S  i'e iv|3  With p, S'!lerprise. Still less so is the project 
ban, er l ’ tve in'- , 10nable West-end people’s dinners. 
4'ta.'i MiIm 'vell ,i"’ c the Puritan and the Puritan party 

J stin ,,V,0|.'c> and make the most of the Sunday

¿:i! ? ^ s»eerr

in more may cause 
ou a

S k ,  K  °PP°Si„t; ,!10ers at “ certain p 
tfritknt0r4d Uth°r of1 !? agdation againsIiw .‘Oh lu WK... Ilio cowl Imi

^ i » t the

N
• ^ ¡ ^ C t ;

Cf

prominent ‘ free-
„ ...... .. ,.a „.nst Sunday news*

°f the said sneer has not taken the 
s.aid prominent “ freethinkers ” have 

0r> if he has read it, he seems incapable
hrist Carnc

bcarly two thousand years ago, and thç

New Age now says “ that Christianity may be said to be in 
sight.” What a rapid religion it is, to be sure !

Howard Kretz, student, of New York, being fascinated by 
Theosophy, and resolved to prove the power of mind over 
matter, jumped off the middle span of Brooklyn Bridge into 
the East River. It was a drop of 126 feet, but water is a yield
ing substance, and, instead of being killed, the Theosophic 
diver was only knocked senseless— if that were possible in 
his case. He \\’as picked up by a tug, and as he is still alive 
he is satisfied with his demonstration. We hope he will con
tinue so ; for, if he should take it into his head to afford the 
world another proof of the power of mind over matter, by 
dropping off the same height on something hard, his matter 
may become a mere poultice, and his mind be obliged to wait 
for another incarnation. __

Tom Holdsworth, hairdresser, Bradford, has been fined at 
the local police-court for shaving customers on Sunday morn
ing. Those who prosecuted him should take out a summons 
against God Almighty for making hair grow on Saturday 
night. We are always opposed to half measures.

“ Father ” Stanton, of St. Alban’s, Holborn, is said to have 
been told by a visitor to his church that everything was all 
right there except the incense, which was objectionable. 
“ Well, you see,” the Rome-imitator replied, “ there are only 
two stinks in the next world— incense and brimstone— and 
you'll have to choose between them !” This is very hard on 
people with sensitive noses. _

In spite of the enormous growth of the Catholic Church in 
England, in the matter of chapels, priests, convents, and 
wealth, it does not appear to be making any headway in other 
respects. For instance, in 1851 Roman Catholic marriages 
were 51 per thousand; in 1857 they were 46; in 1867 they 
were 44; in 1887 they were 43; and in 1897 they were 41. 
This shows a constant decline relatively to the population ; or 
rather, to be strictly accurate, relatively to the total number 
of marriages.

Dr. Robert Wallace, the member for East Edinburgh, who 
was stricken down with cerebral congestion while addressing 
the House of Commons, was once a Presbyterian minister. 
Leaving the pulpit, he became editor of the Scotsman; and 
finally he adopted a Parliamentary career. He was a witty 
speaker who kept a serious face. He was well known to have 
left far behind him the Presbyterian creed of his youth. 
Practically he was a Freethinker. The House of Commons 
will be duller without him. ___

Christian Scientists had a field day early in the week at 
Queen’s Hall, Langham-place. Mr. W. N. Miller, described 
as Q.C. of Toronto and C.S.B. of Massachusetts, gave an 
address, and adduced himself as a proof of his principles. 
Christian Science had cured him of deafness. Moreover, he 
knew people whom it had cured of influenza, disease of the 
hip-joint, and other maladies. In fact, it was the Second 
Coming of Christ. Lord Dunmore was bagged as the chair
man of this scientific assembly.

While the Christian Scientists confine their operations to 
adults, they are pretty safe ; but if they extend them to 
children they will find themselves, like the Peculiar People, 
within the reach of the law. We rather think, though, that 
(hey will not go so far. The Peculiar People are simple and 
honest; and the Christian Scientists are— well, they are not 
simple. ___

Christians are getting ashamed of one of the verses of our 
wonderful National Anthem. They don’t feel like asking 
Cod to confound the politics, and frustrate the knavish 
tricks, of England’s “ enemies.” The following “ improve
ment ” is taken from the program of Christ Church, Streat- 
ham

O Lord our God, arise !
Scatter her enemies,

M ake w ar to cease.
Keep us from plague and dearth,
Turn Thou our woes to mirth,
And over all the earth 

Let there be peace.

Considered as poetry, this is very skimble-skamble stuff. It 
isn’t even worthy of the Poet Laureate. On the whole, we 
rather prefer the vigorous, if vulgar, original.

“ Hide, O, hide those hills of snow,” sang someone, perhaps 
Fletcher, who added a second verse to Shakespeare’s incom
parable, “ Take, O, take those lips away.”  And the same 
sort of exclamation, though in less poetical language, 
came from the lips of the Rev. Dr. Tichener, pastor of the 
Montclair Baptist Church, Jersey, U.S.A. This gentleman 
was marrying Miss Lucille Osgoodby to Mr. Muir Glover, 
and the bridesmaids appeared in low-necked gowns, which 
so sh o ck e d  (he officiating pastor that he protested against the 
profanation of Ins sacred establishment by such an exhibition 
pf female nudity. Perhaps the reverend gentleman was
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distracted by the spectacle, like Dr. Johnson, who declined to 
go any more behind the scenes at David Garrick’s theatre 
because he found the white bosoms of the fair actresses so 
disturbing. Indeed, it is rather rough on a man of God to 
commit assault and battery upon his eyes at such a time and 
place. Had the occasion been more private, the reverend 
gentleman might have emulated the pleasantries of Tartuffe.

Female nudity may be bad enough in a church, but how is 
it worse than male nudity ? Thousands of churches have 
figures of Jesus hanging on his cross, and the Man of Sorrows 
is stark naked save for a trivial cloth about his middle. Surely, 
if this is a proper and edifying sight for Christian virgins, there 
is no great harm in a know-all man of God having to look for 
a few minutes on a bridesmaid’s neck— or what ladies call 
their neck when they are in evening dress. The deity, of 
course, may be left out of the question. His all-seeing eye is 
not at the mercy of a lady’s milliner for a knowledge of her 
figure.

An acquaintance of our own was riding on one of the South 
London trams when the vehicle passed the School for the 
Indigent Blind. He overheard a well-dressed passenger 
remark to a friend : “ That’s the School for the Indignant 
Blind.” The defenders of the Benevolent Design Argument 
might try to find out the amount of that indignation.

From the newspapers we learn that the son of Bishop 
Colenso is a professional soul-saver. It is a thousand pities 
that the son cannot find an intelligent “ savage” to convert 
him to Rationalism.

Christian Evidence windbags are never tired of asserting 
that Christianity abolished the gladiatorial contests. These 
hypocrites never mention that the same “ religion of mercy 
substituted the more fiendish auto-da-fi and made witchcraft 
a capital offence.

When an Indian prince saves a picked English cricket team 
from a miserable defeat by the Australians, it is high time for 
the English jingo to abate his arrogance, and recognise that 
he is really not everybody on this planet. Humanity is a great 
deal wider and bigger than any nation, even though it be the 
most Christian nation.

That pious paper called The Young Man says that “ Poli
tical prophecy has been called the most gratuitous form of 
human folly.” By whom has it been so called ? And why is 
political prophecy singled out for stigmatising? The real 
truth is, that the Young Man murders a fine witticism of 
George Eliot’s. That great novelist remarked that prophecy 
was the most gratuitous form of error. Not one kind of pro
phecy, but all kinds of prophecy.

On theother sideof the account the Young Man may receive 
credit for the following passage : “ Since the Americans have 
been in Manila three hundred drinking shops have been 
opened in a hitherto sober country— a fact which may be 
commended to the attention of the Jingo parsons of America 
who have been hounding on their country to aggression in 
the Philippines, and who at home are rabid Prohibitionists.”

A sensation has been caused in Japan by the withdrawal 
from Christianity of three leading orthodox Christians. Their 
action has given the cause of Christianity a great setback in 
Japan. The most notable case is that of the Rev. Paul Kanimori, 
former pastor of the Tokio Congregational Church and presi
dent of the Doshisha (Christian) University, and author of 
several religious works. This champion of Christianity is 
now one of the shrewdest business men of Tokio and a 
director of the Stock Exchange.— Sunday News (Charleston, 
U.S.A.). ___

A young Ritualistic curate, applying for a vacancy, dated 
his letter, “ St. Anthony Day.” The vicar, an old-fashioned 
evangelical, headed his reply, “ Washing Day.” So says a 
writer in the Church Gazette.

According to 3/. A . P . , that famous music-hall artist, 
Mr. Albert Chevalier, was intended for the Church, and he 
has still a good collection of theology in his study at the top 
of the house. “ The early fathers, Newman, and ‘ B ob’ 
Ingersoll stand shoulder to shoulder.” Mr. Chevalier “ likes 
to hear both sides.”

Talmage has never forgotten or forgiven the terrible trounc
ing he received from Ingersoll. “ The time is coming,” he 
says in a sermon printed in the Christian Globe," when the 
infidels and the atheists who openly and out and out and 
aboveboard preach and practise Infidelity and Atheism will 
be considered as criminals against society.” Talmage would 
like tosec them all under lock and key, or else killed and 
buried. Poor man ! What a rage he is in ! But hard words 
break no bones, and the “ infidels and atheists ” can afford to 
laugh at his insane ravings.

The late C. H. Spurgeon’s Autobiography, of which the

third volume has just been published, contains 
Spurgeon’s account— of an interview between » t|epj» 
Mr. Ruskin. The latter came to say that.the • ̂  a fy 
was a liar and no gentleman, and that Spurgeon „ f0Vt̂  
The curious pair then talked it over, and Spurge01, r.J( 
that Paul was right in declaring that the nfte > 5  
quickened unless it died. He says he £lu \ , aco-’L 
Ruskin. Well, we should like to have Ru|sf|‘ Sp# 
of the convincing. Maybe lie went away think» b 
a bigger fool than ever.

Spurgeon believed in ministers of the poor uau 
of Nazareth being well paid for preaching. | Jeplic<i y  
was offered a church and a small stipend, he fg- ' 
they should invite the angel Gabriel, " ’ho ?' ven i” P 
meat or clothes, and who could fly down from n 
morning and return home at night.

— —  it

W. Barker, who hails from 5 Pier-walk,
municates to the Yarmouth Times some startling
he has made, which will doubtless secure him a , giat _.
place in the history of invention. He has 
-  ...................  • . . . .  — i— mine or

. „ m1’
piticu 111 me nibiui  ̂ ut in veil nun* ^  j
Freethinkers “ number in their ranks sonAC t 
notorious labor sweaters.” This is news. Bu m
other it deesn’t fit in with well-known *aCts' s thd.jji 
London Trades Council circulated a list of PaP. ,r 0( ...
printed at “ rat houses,” it included a nU.n) r foas 
respectable religious journals. The Free thin ‘  ̂ nUnih 
been printed by men who work the Trade Um 
hours and are paid the Trade Union rate of " ‘lt>

___  t Cok’jl

This brilliant W. Barker has also foun  ̂ ‘¡s “kaV 
Ingersoll, outside a narrow circle of Freethmk ’ j,gi . 
only as a labor sweater.”  We are not told .¿1
sweats labor. As a matter of fact, heisnot ,
labor at all ; and the notion of Ingersoll “ s" c‘

loiirrli PortBlIllV ^  ^would make 
sweat. To that 
for him.

aiiu me iivumi ui , ma»c I
Americans laugh. Certainly ”  uSt pk‘‘ 
hat extent, of course, his friends

cd j0"^'^
Mr. David Christie Murray, the novelist 

las been enlightening the readers of the M° ad^JF11 
‘ Cocksure Science.” Mr. Murray is a mfe i l l s i ;  ‘ 
he adjective than he is on the s u b s t a n t o , pera’f1 
Mr. Grant Allen strikes us as a very stup̂  .g

ipokeii her last word.” Faith has always a«--;-■ cr5;“- ,t;. 
¡he has not yet changed hercharacter. She ,eari» , . 
leal of nothing, Sunday after Sunday, year a |,er 
ifter century. Faith gets up in a pulpit, fW  » 0r1,fll ^  
pends ten minutes in imparting information' ¡̂nd,;, jr.P. 
•aitli looks at a curtain that no one can see fait»^haitli looks at a curtain that no one c»** —, .. 
jy the hour of what is on the other side 01 . ,
ip incomprehensible creeds, and devotes an'  ‘ jw»5*, t# ‘ ‘
0 explaining them, and leaves them incompj '
nisli. Faith gets hold of children and ta• ,d‘ u,-
1 ---- »1— 1— ..... 1—1»- ..anted. and tia-i fo i

, 3nli
-------  -------M chtiuren ,',hevg°t
hem until their brains are half addled, and ' pa1'
ibout for the rest of their lives. Yes, > "
ongue and uses it, and she has not said he 
ong way.

tip.

The Cross W anes.

fellT he stars of Hellas set, and night j 
On Pindus, on Olympus of the Gods- .̂ j>0n'e 
The Julian splendor sank ; the star ^
Waned all away into the Northern 1 1 |0nfi,j.|11\’|1'v 
And now the Cross, a war-lire (igm * (fie 1 
tin the vast dome, eighth hill of R°! a x 
Wanes in the clearer air of rising n’ ‘ pcr-B 
And the keen rays of thought, true .̂fitl» 
Transpierce it, and the scarlet PI, ,ued 
And the great Jew-cult, which ‘»he 
Greece, Italy, philosophy and p°"’c • J»v 
The Logos and the fanes of thundc  ̂ ge» 
Words (wind) of Alexandria, s"'01’ .5 past’ .M  
That faith fails too, and passes to ■ of 
And fearful men, who scarce dare ¡jO’11
Gaze, with dim vision, in the vast) „nil11 j, 
And dread the space of God's ^¡aii1,1 
More than black Tartarus or the - \ eV/’s, ,| 
Than Egypt’s darkness or the vl , .¿niia *'e ' 
More than the demons of the Da Ai licafi1’)/'

utfrtfh 'More than the demon of the Calvi»
_ 7 ’. /, r»wys<

ir

,r  i f S f e
CcJuai;ty.. j ' 1* neither arc ^ ‘ .¡¡o F p  y
necessary i„  order f°nSld-er that 1,10 rnnn.-t to K d
[™'n the' so-called “  nm a,,nIain 1,!s SL''f'ri £  a
hides from the foe il,P̂ °P!e is as " ron*e ,oe trou gh  fear of d e f e a t . -^
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

[e Majy,'"' ‘ I> Athenaeum Hall, Tottenham Court-road : 7.30, 
ls lead : a Study in Applied Christianity.”

Ü*.
To Correspondents.

C«arl
®UriicatfonsS f ^ \ T,TS's L e c t u r in g  E n gagem e  
’1 Carminja.°r y.L- Charles Watts should be

H.
staniped
PER(

AGEMENTS.— All Com- 
sent to him at

a -j'^ a d , Balham, S.W . If a reply is required, a 
addressed envelope must be enclosed.- . t„„v ,, *vm cuvciupc iiiusl oe cauuscu.

X B, g ARo.— Thanks for your batch o f cuttings.
î ture on* tT ^ e aS ree with you that Colonel Ingersoll’s new 1.nkers « 1 ,,  Devil ought to be widely circulated. Free- 
fr>tnd„ s.h?u'd out !f *e- «.--.a,, ~r iu - :-  1—  u~.~~.i~.‘"ids., ■ «„. PU1 't into the hands of their less heterodox
P. ¡jaLL S a sP'endid propagandist pamphlet.

ŷ B, jj0ss  ̂our cuttings are alw ays welcome. Thanks.

I.
ji 4,*USS v
r ased t o ™ ? ? ’ Mr. Foote is in good health at present. 
W]LMot 0 e you are so busy in the lecture field.

';r': ,̂eethi^t’ e hope you will always have a  good supply of 
t relurn. er at y ° ur meetings. Mr. Forder supplies on sale 
f,LGREl’ ° 7° u have nothing to lose.

X .  Bi.YTHÊ 0t as good as we think you might do. 
a?' and 't'h'T'̂ ’.aying that death should always bring resigna- 
«1? of bowin~ . s i.s what Christians mostly mean when they
you

J.p.

0°kir
. uO\Vino- f v/iJi latxciiio 111u.au » iicu

with“;, ° w 'h God, doesn't imply that we are 
n"~' ,a^ or? favorable eye on Godism .” How could"tia.

u  ” ,>5s. • ' p ' ? ’ ‘ os. ; Dr. E. B. Foote (New York), 6s. 6d 
p 1 ! J. HÌtpk-'“Ottrell, i s . ;  Mrs. Cottrell, i s . ;  Miss Cottrell, 

nd horn W 'i i j1 ts' The subscription acknowledged in this 
5 ' «ant for £ 1 is. w as an error.

.¡?inP ‘“ ore tavi 
H ^ e th a titd o es?

Jf Emma gN'"~^hanks for cuttings.

I)?1- R'uW DUugh F und.— Per R, Forder:— M. A. M. , ios.; 
■’.Ss. ; p  I0S-: T  ■ ............. .............................................

,s 'A b ror*i Vr »* Is*
M. ? DiRKiN ... .
'°okp!i'age s |> 1 e. Pr,nfed many of the extracts from the Rev. 
'on? 'hem, tm/ 'n l*le Freethinker. You must have over- 

J, •* n!- "ere are a few more to go  in as soon as con-
the A0Rr>AN__T,
I’Mlie ' M. V e 'e Words were quoted from Mr. Gladstone by 
i® ou 6nd °f the avag e' n° t  by 11s— as you will see by looking 

r 'ssnc fQr Paragraphs headed " Religion and Morality " 
nce, thouo-i, ?ay  ?■  W e are unable to give you the exact

refc°rei
''Ei v ĥoup-1, , ,,K Hrc unaDie 10 g i v e  y o u  m e  e>
” ’S[,. Rate  VU u a r e s a y  M r . S a v a g e  q u o t e s  c o r r e c t l y .

i'ofeyicto,nu p S ,h'Shly of the lecture by Mr. Davies (his 
att»n,- 0,1 .̂ unday. “ W e should like,” he says,

S v i l i i
attenti

11. h’ "avie:
: Se,

C, tttion

- ., 1 1011 ° f  other Branches to Mr. Davies as ..
s an P Ve them satisfaction and do our cause credit.” 

8 c ress is 65 Lion-street, N ew Kent-road, S.E.

ata\ t ’s“ V (Ud^es reccipt o f a  parcel o f literature for

o
A, , vain

■ In
’«E.

Hana 
°Ur next.

J, 1, " trouble i?, 5 luch behind date now. Sorry you have
c°Ur
se.

> P i
the

‘es m the matter.

> 0nsl?  ttiaiory6 °*d theological books are valuable. O f 
h "'Astul. hy the are commercially worthless. Barrow's 

V *  lne find ana’ are 0,ten very good reading.
»-RsOn.^ a, ’̂ d a strong style.

He had

er.-. m. the F r ° ? ?  8 criticism o f Mrs. W ard's Robert Elsmere 
t'Sty,, lllght be ..¡Jj " lnkerfor September 23 and 30, 1888. Mr. 
s°0's .̂'AN,._^  e to obtain copies for you.

Ât|( S*0ry 0fF reeih ^  have been glad to notice Mr. Robert-

Hli

ivj iiyuv-c tu l • ixUI
•reethought had it been sent us tor review.

'Biichn

'ua°"she(t';?"r 'n pnnt. His numerous

* -  D r W *

^er s Force and Matter can still be obtained,
.* border. His valuable w ork on Man, we 

Pr»nt. H i. ________ ...... ---------‘  1-----
1. U. States 4 uu Will
AS >  of Ev-  D *’ rath<*r 'u*1’ 01 although the author’s

t 0l)trusively presented at the finish.

pp hou&ht^'S^f Man Tim es— N ew York Truthseeker
, r0 n-r , Ullam ninn t-... . n r_,.1 . t?. 1.:_,

: ^ f 0 ag r e s s iv e  T'i,‘-‘ “ ,,“ P ,o n  ( I n d ia ) — T w o  W o r ld s — Kt; 
I ) ? 1.1' o f  R * h m k e r — S y d n e y  B u l le t in — P e o p l e 's  N

tampion (India)— Tw o W orlds— Ethical
i f  i>   — S y d n e y  B u l le t in — P e o p l e  s  N c w s -
0 TKcas°n-Boston Investigator—Sunderland 
in ? ‘e*—Christian Globe—Yarmouth Times—lL—— I V-P - -•̂E>v'''’'k 'll('̂ laaic— n '̂l»> i»nan cjiooe— xarmoi 

r erald~_pH.x,ord Morning Echo— Christia 
U SV r «tc Eh-. ,bur«h Evening News.X > C ? ' t o r ~ r . .  _

md 
s — 

in Her,ald—

. Re x?Utter-st|.p°r °/ the Freethinker should be addressed to 
i,| % NoT'CEs * * h°ndon, E .C .

I? N’jh; ’ °r they reach 28 Stonccuttor-street by first post

C0n. 6 ah lottos u t y s ofltco is at N’ o. 377 Strand, 
lh?'i'<‘rU? rary (q Cr!i should be addressed to Miss Vance.

. the M|b s? P*T,i;o rcgdhatiQns to announce on the
**•- 1,1 u ,-0j cripti°n expires, subscribers will receive

red wrapper when their subscription is
X

VSfc',ui
ttfe X a ! °  Passapor?WsiPaPers would enhance the favor by 
'f. ' P o > ' Win * 'vh'ch thoy wish us to call attention.

^  ’ huif^5' a t ^ f  forw ard ed  d g e c t  from  the publishing 
year . lu foliowiug rates, prepaid ¡— One year, 

51h 3d.; three months, as. 8d.

O rders for literature should be sent to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stone
cutter-street, E .C .

Scale of  A dvertisem ents :— Thirty words, is. 6 d .; every suc
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements :— One inch, 
4s. 6d.; half column, £ 1  2S. 6d.; column, £2  5s. Special terms 
for repetitions.

Sugar Plums.

In spite of the terribly hot weather, a capital audience 
assembled at the Athenaeum Hall on Sunday evening, when 
Mr. Foote lectured on “ Dreyfus Vindicated and Zola 
Avenged.” Mr. S. Hartmann occupied the chair. The 
lecture was listened to with profound attention, and very 
warmly applauded. Mr. Foote lectures from the same plat
form again this evening (June 11), taking for his subject 
“ The Mahdi’s Head : a Study in Applied Christianity.” We 
appeal to Freethinkers to bring their Christian friends along 
to hear this lecture.

Mr. Cohen had two good meetings on Sunday in Brock- 
well Park. Several of his hearers asked for N.S.S. members’ 
forms, and promised to fill them in during the week. All 
copies of the Freethinker were sold out at the first meeting, 
none being left for sale in the evening— which was, in one 
way, a pity. ___

Mr. Cohen’s lecture in Victoria Park to-day (June 11) will 
be followed by the annual collection on behalf of Hospital 
Sunday.

Mr. A. B. Moss lectured to two fine open-air audiences on 
Sunday, in the morning at Hyde Park and in the evening at 
Hammersmith.

The first meeting of the new N.S.S. Executive will be held 
soon after this number of the Freethinker goes to press. One of 
the things that will probably be arranged for is another series 
of Freethought Demonstrations in the London Parks. The 
President will give this matter his special attention.

Colonel Ingersoll’s lecture in the Academy of Music, New 
York, on Thomas Paine, in behalf of the Paine Bust Fund, 
is reported verbatim in the New York Truthseeker. We shall 
begin the reproduction of it in next week’s Freethinker. The 
Truthseeker also promises in its next issue a poem of a hundred 
linesor so which Colonel Ingersoll reads, amidst great applause, 
at the conclusion of his lecture on the Devil. It is the Colonel’s 
own composition, and is entitled “ A Declaration of the Free.” 
We hope to reproduce this also in our next issue.

Most of our readers will peruse with pleasure the following 
extract from a letter by a sailor in one of England’s war
ships : “ 1 have now taken in the Freethinker for something 
like two years. Strange to say, in all that time I have only 
coine across seven Freethinkers in the service. In the last 
ship I was on we had the respectable number of six ; but I 
am sorry to say that on this one we only number two. One 
strange experience I have had which you will very likely 
appreciate. Through a slight inadvertence on the part of my 
newsagent, I found myself minus my copy of the Freethinker.
I did not know what to do, as I had never seen one on show 
at any newsagent’s. W alking along the street, as I was 
passing a newsagent’s shop, 1 saw one in the window. To 
go in and ask for it was the work of a moment. I was dumb
founded to hear it was not for sale, being the copy saved every 
week for a Church of England minister. While I was getting 
over my shock, who should walk in but the minister in ques
tion, and ask for his paper. The lady in the shop mentioned 
to him that 1 had applied for it, so that drew his attention to 
me. He asked me if I was a Freethinker, and 1 told him I 
was. He asked me how long 1 had held that view, and I 
told him I had held it ever since I had begun to study the 
Bible and had got books in reference to it. I told him the 
more 1 studied that book the more I doubted its accuracy. I 
mentioned to him several books you publish. Now for his 
reason for taking in such a paper. For over twelve months 
lie had been studying your arguments for the express purpose 
of finding a flaw in them, but he had the manliness to confess 
to me that he had signally failed. He offered to lend me the 
copy he had just purchased if I would return it to him when 
1 had finished with i t ; an offer I gladly embraced. When he 
told me his name and address, which of course I shall keep 
secret, I was surprised to find he was the vicar of one of the 
leading churches here.” ___

TI10 Birmingham Branch continues to make headway. On 
Sunday evening last the Society's platform was occupied by a 
lady, Miss Lilie S. Goyne. It was her first appearance as a 
Freethought lecturess, and the applause which her lecture 
received on its conclusion showed that those present hbfied 
to have the pleasure of often hearing her again.

Mr. Charles Watts has had all his pamphlets that are in 
print bound up in two volumes. No doubt a good many of
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his admirers will be glad to have them in this convenient 
form. Particulars will be found in our advertisement columns.

There was a good and attentive audience at the opening 
-lecture given by Mr. Easton in Finsbury Park on Sunday 

last, in spite of the fact that he was surrounded by no less 
than six samples of Christian would-be orators, each repre
senting himself only, and with much energy. A number of 
copies of the Freethinker were sold, and several hundred 
tracts distributed. Mr. A, B. Moss lectures to-day (June n ) 
at 3.30, his subject being “ Science and Superstition.”

Mr. F. T. Jane, whose story, “ The Violet Flame,” has 
been running in the English Mechanic, and has given rise to 
considerable correspondence, contributes a letter himself on 
the subject, in which he says that the book of Revelation is 
“ quite as open to the charge of grotesquencss,” and confesses 
to an “ absolute minimum of belief in the supernatural.”

Friends in the Newcastle district are requested to note that 
Mr. C. Cohen has again been specially engaged to visit New
castle on the Sundays, June 18 and 25 ; the 18th being 
what is known as “ Race Sunday,” a great day on Newcastle 
Moor for all kinds of propaganda effort. Mr. Cohen lectures 
on the Quayside at 11 a.m., and on the Moor at 6.30, on each 
of the above dates. Friends would do well to remember that 
the Branch is much in need of help, and that the collections 
on such occasions never meet the expenses, and, further, that 
a wet day would involve a serious loss. It is, therefore, hoped 
friends will make the meetings known, and do their best to 
ensure success.

The Exodus from Egypt

(  Concluded from page 342.)

The reign in which the majority o f Bible reconcilers 
place the alleged exodus from E gyp t is that o f 
Merenptah, son o f the great Ram eses. This king 
w as, however, certainly not drowned in the Red Sea, 
for his tomb has been discovered and identified. But, 
we may be told, it is not stated in the Biblical account 
that the Egyptian king was drowned. This is true ; 
but the fact is clearly implied. In one passage Pharaoh 
is mentioned as present with the Egyptian arm y near the 
sea ; in another passage ‘ the L o r d ” says to M oses: 
“ I will g et me honor upon Pharaoh, and upon a ll his 
host, upon his chariots and upon his horsemen ” ; in a 
third it is stated that “  the waters returned and covered 
the chariots, and the horsemen, even a ll the host of 
Pharaoh that went in after them into the sea ; there 
remained not so much as one o f th em ” (Exodus xiv. 
10, 17, 28). A lso, from verse 23, we find that a ll 
Pharaoh’s army “ went in after them into the sea.”

N ow, unless we are to suppose that the king remained 
on the shore alone while every man of his arm y entered 
the bed o f the sea in pursuit o f the Israelites— which is 
too improbable to be seriously entertained— he must, 
according to the sacred narrative, have perished with 
his horsemen and charioteers. W e  know, also, as a 
fact, that Ram eses II. rode at the head of his army, 
and did battle with his own hand.

Let us take now a sample of the w ay in which the 
Bible story is sought to be reconciled. Professor G. 
Rawlinson, in a w ork which professes to be “ h istory,” 
speaks o f the Exodus as an undoubted historical occur
rence which took place in the reign o f Merenptah. 
In order, however, to render the Bible account more 
credible, he finds it necessary to explain aw ay all the 
miraculous portions. The event, stripped o f these 
elements, w as nothing more than the follow ing : “  The 
exact sp ot,” says the Professor, “ cannot now be fixed,
........but it w as probably some part o f the region that is
now dry land, between Suez and the southern extremity 
of the Bitter Lakes. Here, in high tide, the sea and the 
lakes communicated ; but on the evening o f M eneptah’s 
arrival an unusual ebb o f the tide, co-operating with a 
‘ strong east w ind,’ which held back the w ater of the 
Bitter Lakes, left the bed o f the sea bare for a certain 
space ; and the Israelites were thus able to cross during 
th e.n igh t from one side of the sea to the other. As 
morning dawned, Meneptah sent his chariots in pursuit. 
T h e force entered on the slippery and dangerous ground, 
and advanced half-way ; but its progress w as slow ; the 
chariot wheels sunk into the soft ooze, the horses slipped 
and floundered ; all w as disorder and confusion. Before 
the troops could extricate them selves the waters returned 
on either hand ; a high .flow of the tide, the necessary

consequence of a low ebb, brought in the 
flood from the south-east ; • a. strong. win 
Mediterranean drove down upon them  ̂ t- 
waters of the Bitter Lakes from the north-" e cr.. 
channel which had lately been dry land be 
more sea, and the entire force that had 
pursuit o f the Israelites perished ” {A>‘clC
P- 2(M)- , al1v Oc0f t

W e know now how the Exodus remy 
The Bible statements that the sea divided in ^  t̂i- 
to the stretching forth of M oses’ rod, tha , a(1dl’: 
“ were a wall unto them on their right ha ^  jieaf’
their left,” that “ the floods.stood upright aS ‘ c0#r

: Egyptians,fro* &
“ the Lord _ 1 * tb;

by “ tâ gR a V ::
which Mr- ‘ 0f i '

that a dense cloud prevented the 
up with the H ebrews, and that
peded the progress of the pursuers by “ talj '“'ga\vliIlSf( 
chariot w heels” — these are matters which 0f
evidently considers to be mere embellish1112 
narrative, and therefore coolly ignores. ¡,nd'

But what about the destruction of the ** “ fjbed 
army ? H ow can such a catastrophe he a aCc(r 
M erenptah? Oh, very easily; that mona^^^odf^
in g  to Professor Rawlinson, only sent about

M«rei t
„•or*

rea1¡P,

chariots in the channel after the Israelites, 
were overwhelmed by the returning flood ^  
returned with the main body of his troops, 
than such a slight loss entailed. The ^ rlSuMittfl,.d( 
for whom this apologetic Professor wrote H‘, 
grateful to him for so cleverly smoothing ¡̂¡n1 "7 
difficulties, and, at the same time, furnishing. r ¡t v̂,

o!y
without saying that ninety-nine out ot c |,jst< 
readers will believe that the writer had sO.;x0duS r̂V 
foundation for the version he gives of the ' .nF

«  ,1.

such a strong confirmation o f holy wiit ’ l# u.1.il

Needless it is to say that he had none whatever 
but the fictitious Bible narrative, which he h» 
his own sw eet will to what he conceived nugf

Old T e s t < ¿ J ¡ ,
That scholar, in his Sketch o f the History f  ¡0iirfl’I1?.(i 
T.. z. /   ¿i_ a___ ___  the  ̂ ,

W e will see next how another Professor t ^ g jtslt 
of M arburg) interprets the same Old f  es ̂

Judah  (pp. 2-4), thus describes both the ¡gsb* ;
E gypt and the Exodus : “ Some fifteen ce ¡i n ,, 
our era a section o f the H ebrew group f cUpy ^ .i,a'

the extreme south of Palestine to ° cc|v4efc V  
pasture-lands of E gyp t (Goshen)^ a(1d jL ;

O’1

seat in 
distant pasture

of 

they

E gyp t (Gu3“ - - c , 
earned on their old calling— that o f  shepherds 
herds. A lthough settled within the tern 
I haraohs, and recognising their authority.» .. . 
tinued to retain all their old character1*1 ^

o f time
language, their patriarchal institutions, ~^eSe ^  
habits o f life. But in course of tim fnlent- f t '  
guests were subjected to changed trea . j0p 0 . jt
labor w as exacted o f them for the con* fet*1-

G oshen....... They had \ e n g ^ J
a .»pt

public w orks in
hand, and submitted in despair. „  _
time when E gyp t w as s c o u r g e d Y ;
plague, the Hebrews broke up tnen-ted 

tow ards their old home a—ain ....... T o  a 00»* L

1 * v  1/ IV 11 j  Cl o u v  1 . i »- «Kl
Goshen one night in spring, and d i r f  

pastoral people such an undertaking PreS^ t
difficulty. Nevertheless, its execution was ĵ ĵ t0
r r r eded- i ,lc Hebrews, compel^“ oUtli'.' :.. 
mid onr- Cast,warcl road> turncd towards the ® 0(
north* TPCd at ,ast on the Egyptian ¿ 0*  c :
taken 1° mi11 °f t,le Kcd Sea> where the) s»CV 
taken by I haraoh’s army. 'i'he situation „
one ; but a high wind during the night left } J  , 
sea so low that it became pIssM e to
mac e the venture with success T he E g y P ^ ^ -
‘ ’ came llP with them on the further 1 1"antsfoagf'.srcb^tstruggle ensued. But the assail 
advantage, the ground being ill-sui- ^  
and horsemen ; they fell into confusion, • ,

ted f°r tl’Ä
tb2

retreat. M eanwhile, the wi nd had cha11

This o f the Exodus, like

i ” oy 
hilateo*. j,fc

. . I Ol .,tl* .hireturned, and the pursuers were anni—-  ̂ 0r ; ,,

U K d  &version
Rawlinson, is oi value oniy as ¿t r^rui '' 'V ’
the Bible story can be given up w* ^ ]s k1 ¡ci, j; 
whole. Neither version has, as fa(. je[1ce ' ' '  
foundation in fact. There is no cVI
to prove that the Israelites resided 111 j jy e 'i^ á íé
slaves or otherwise, before theycanie to 
On the other hand, we know  as an i n f  
that the Hebrews were of the same i*a bdo”1 
as the Phoenicians, the M oabites, tlic
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CanaanCS’ tke Ammonites, and other inhabitants of 
but fr ’ ai1̂  tlley came originally, not from Egypt, 
kn0w n] tke neighborhood of the Euphrates. We  
Syî 1 a |°\, that during the Egyptian domination of 
multit'j destine (fr°m b.c. 1630 to 1150 , or later) 
captive tS ° / tkc inhabitants of Canaan were carried 
forego | ° Egypt, and were doubtless employed in 
is, °f CQa 0r ot pome kind by the kings of Egypt. It 
might 1 UrSe’ ^n'te possible that some of these exiles 
andreturnVL e'Ul ed the vigilance of their taskmasters 
or not t[,ned Palestine. Whether this were the case 
ex°du; er® cannot be the smallest doubt that no such place, S tkat recorded in the Old Testament ever took 

1 i'2 most o
Porti0ns L ancient narratives in the Bible are certain
ât wg ° dle book of Judges. It is in this book, then,

theK shUSU?okfor any records of the beginning of
tne folio, • nabon- The earliest of these I take to be “uwino- •__

the Hitfl16 ̂ iidren of Israel dwelt among the Canaanites; 
Hivitc -|j anci the Amorite, and the Perizzite, and the 
to l)e p ‘ ,nn the Jebusite : and they took their daughters 
s°ns i„ !r w*ves> and gave their own daughters to their 

ĥis sjj0 serveJ their gods ” (Judg. hi. 5, 6).
! ‘th rotrarH°,C° r,d takes us as far back as we can get 
at s°me u 1:0 tke origin of the Israelites. That people, 
lntong t, ’Stated time, dwelt peaceably and amicably 
tî rn,arrie[i0tker Semitic inhabitants of Canaan, and 

at desCr:e j ltk them. No war of extermination, like 
'a?ed; , in the book of Joshua, had then been 
l_ °ted to t  ̂ .d *-be local deity, Yah, been yet pro- 
t\er "arraf10 dlffn*ty of national god, as stated in the 
a'es are pV6s *n Exodus and Joshua. These narra- 

to fictitious; the statement in Judges
the e fact.

t̂ ?ted \vereê anĉ  .̂'ttorites mentioned in the passage 
Kyles (inch. ,£ reat and powerful nations that for cen- 
difidus)|V1thl-tgr tke two Biblical dates of the alleged
ar .—Ay red* ° ° d ak  the m ight of E gypt, and were with 
dan S to nominal subjection by the large
ai,(j m°narchs' as a'mst them by a succession of Egyp- 
the taSain 0 1 these two nations are mentioned again

H i t ’1168 neverm0TKm,enlal insc,riPtioi?s ° f E^Pt JtaCL e beeil 1 1 he last-named people thus appear
after °ther, \V|U u êw insignificant tribes, independent of 
Jet n" ards bn ° 1 d n° t  yet formed the alliance which_.w ........... .....................
Ilia theni together, and had, therefore, not'*'-U tl 111 , »mu n.iu, 1.11

collective name o f “ Israel

Ofhistory.

This is
nation that accords with all the known 

Abracadabra.

Cohen

The W ord “ Religion.”

'be ,1'hurlQ'\S artide in the Freethinker o f May 7, 
Sc'V  ̂ k tte r  o f April 23, it is evident that 
1 . cu a n sts very strongly object even tolV ^ ard en tc M -  o -j „ f  the w ord

/ el‘g io S nul  use, or qualified adoption, ... m uch 
by other Secularists. N ° ^ ’n p a r t, 1 think 

\St Sec I0n both sides, and, for my . las possible.
4Culafistsar'Sm should bc aS ‘ "that w e can afford to

d act, ,are not so numerous th at lcss actual
.^ t ts  • or possible adherents, and - tin g  their 

fbe cause of Secularism , • > » highly
•dhebc aad modified use o f certain v» .vould  obviously 
t S  Mil e ’’' a  condemnation * 2 ^ ,  w ho 
“ nk that .y 'd  many earnest anti-suf c , Secular 

r®\io>i- the endeavor to  establish a 1 . ^ uS \n
ls highly laudable. If peopie are"bit once 

a ¿tarait
of

see no necessity that they should
k > y c Ut̂ 2 f  ° r tke' r thought or method to those 

‘vers
..., j Con. " ot materialistic Sec * rty should 

tbp1 r.°Vei'sy it is not well that e> p Y one which
b p .le'v or m ethod o f  the n th e , - .n  w e should 

W sU'onK'y reprobated.”  I Ul' k  u^ d
b S ^ a s c a c h  other’s v i e w s P ^ X ’0Uiteo > O are of the habit of assuming the a

suPeriority of our own P e of olhcr 
‘̂ ists l 0r arguments as agains strongly»

*  J b J H  if  L y ,  « 0 . d .o se

y condemn our condemn: stream s o f
:"-y ln u.j as blindly oblivious ot g " - ‘l0tC > g i Ou. . -  i  ■

X
ere à i\ 10us évolution.

«fceat stream in this direction, belittle

it as we may. M atthew Arnold’s definition of religion 
as “  morality touched with emotion ”  is only one out of 
many signs of the tendency to g ive the word “  religion ”  
an increasingly moral significance. W hile supernatural
ism began independently of morality, it is equally certain 
that a union of the two has been brought about— of which 
union the Ten Commandments will form sufficient illus
tration and proof. Religions which included moral as well 
as animistic elements overcame the immoral religions in 
the competitive struggle for existence, and there has been 
a general evolution and increasing importance of the 
moral or secular element in the prevalent religious 
system s of the world. The tendency to identify religion 
with morality is no modern innovation. T w o thousand 
years ago it appeared in pagan w ritings like those of 
Cicero, and we may see it in the N ew  Testam ent itself. 
St. James, for instance, identifies religion with, secular 
virtues when he declares that “ Pure religion, and un
defiled before God and the Father, is this : T o  visit the 
fatherless and widow s in their affliction, and to keep 
himself unspotted from the w o rld ” (James i. 27). He 
also teaches that the religion, or seeming religion, o f a 
man that bridleth not his own tongue is vain, and that 
faith without w orks is dead, like that o f devils who 
“ believe and tremble ”  (James i. 26 ; ii. 17, 19). The 
tendency to evolve religion into m orality or secular 
righteousness is seen still earlier in the H ebrew prophets, 
as is set forth in w orks like M atthew Arnold’s Literature 
and Dogma.

It m ight even be claimed that the w ord “ religion ” 
affords good evidence in itself that it w as coined or 
evolved or appropriated at an extrem ely early, and 
perhaps prehistoric, date, to signify moral elements of 
conduct, backed ancl enforced by supernatural sanctions 
and terrors— or, in other words, that it arose to express 
a secular utilization of animistic beliefs. For there is 
absolutely nothing in the derivation or formation of the 
word to denote animism or belief in supernatural beings. 
It is generally (though probably erroneously) supposed 
to come from ¿¿go, I bind, and the intensifying prefix re. 
According to this derivation, it would signify powerful 
obligation or binding influence, this binding influence 
being, o f course, based on superstitious beliefs. Some, 
however, like Cicero, would derive it from lego, I gather 
or consider, and would give it a more philosophical 
signification. Nuttall derives it from lego through the 
form religens, carefully pondering or considering (or 
fearing the gods, others say), as opposed to negligens. 
A t most it appears to signify a result o f belief in super
natural beings and occult influences, quite as much as it 
means the belief itself. It represents a state of mind or 
kind of conduct bound up, or supposed to be partly 
bound up, with supernatural sanctions, ju st as the words 
“ ju ry ,”  “ justice,” etc., which no one thinks o f discard
ing, are bound up* with the supernaturalistic word juro, 
I sw ear (by the gods). It means, or comes to mean, 
the performance o f duties to God and man, quite as 
much as it means a mere belief, which the D evil him
self must hold to the fullest extent, and therefore would 
be a thoroughly or perfectly religious personage if 
religion consisted of belief alone.

Those who occasionally speak of a “ religion o f good 
w orks,”  or who system atically put forward a purely 
secular system of belief and conduct as a natural 
“ religion ” com peting with superstitious religions or 
animistic system s of belief and conduct, may urge that 
it is not they who ignore the development or evolution 
o f the word “ religion,” or o f religion itself, but those 
who raise this charge against them and deny them the 
right to call themselves religious in the best sense of the 
word. Such builders of a  reformed religion of the future 
may tell 11s— not altogether unjustly, perhaps— that we of 
the destructive school are not the best judges in the 
matter, seeing that we are exceptional in our type of 
disposition and intellect, and that most people take no 
permanent interest in this passing and negational stage 
of individual or social development. T hey may say that 
we pay too little attention to all-essential, emotional 
elements of human nature which rule mankind far more 
powerfully than any amount o f the hard reasoning, for 
which only the minority are fitted. A s constructive 
evolvers o f the permanent portion o f .Secularism—  
namely, the part which is to remain after all the s u p e r
natural religions, and the attack upon them, have alike 
passed aw ay— they may find the word “ religion.” useful
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or satisfactory to them and others in various w ays, as, 
for instance, in expressing a rich coloring of emotion, 
or depth of feeling and faith, or sense of dutifulness and 
solemn obligation, or sym pathetic and loyal devotion to 
the real salvation o f mankind. Religion having been 
alm ost inextricably identified in the minds of many with 
moral emotion and right conduct as its most precious 
essentials, they wish to drop the supernaturalism which 
to them has become an unessential and perishable en
cumbrance, or at best a temporary and no-longer-needed 
scaffo ld in g; but in throwing aw ay this obsolete, rudi
mentary, vanishing portion of their religion they do not 
feel bound to throw aw ay the name as well. It expresses 
their state o f feeling, or mental or moral attitude, in a way 
which no other word can do. Buddhism is generally 
(though not invariably) acknow ledged to be one o f the 
great “ religions ”  o f the world, though it is purely 
Atheistic. Is it, then, altogether inexcusable that 
Secularism, Ethicalism, Positivism , Humanitarianism, 
or whatever name devotion to right conduct and human 
welfare m ay assume, should be put forward by some 
earnest advocates as the best, highest, truest “  religion ” 
the world has yet seen ?

It is true that nine persons out of ten would be misled 
if we spoke o f an Atheist as a religious, or truly religious, 
man. So they would if we assured them that he w as not 
an infidel. W e are not bound to accept the ruling o f the 
m ajority in either case. Nine out o f ten o f the people 
around us would equally be deceived if  we told them 
that a man w as truly religious, if all the while his 
religious belief w as accompanied by a life o f crime or 
debauchery. Religion is to them a compound of good
ness and godliness, and when they speak o f “  true 
religion ”  they mean more especially the former. Many 
people, indeed, have said or felt that Bradlaugh was 
more “  truly religious ”  than his opponents. M eanings 
and applications of words change or evolve in accord
ance with changing wants and opinions, rather than in 
obedience to strict rules of logic or consistency. Religion 
is dropping its w orst parts— shedding its doctrines one 
by one— evolving in the direction o f M oralism . It seems 
probable that the Churches, in progressive countries at 
least, will continue to advance in this direction without 
shedding the old-world “ religion.” From associations, 
including such as are permanently embodied in literature 
and poetry, as well as in other imperishable sources of 
emotional and intellectual influence, large numbers of 
good people will find that the word “ religion ” has to 
them a peculiarly deep impressiveness. I f  conscience 
compels them to quit the Church o f their childhood, 
they will still cling to words and phrases associated in 
their minds and hearts with some o f the most valuable 
of the instincts and emotions necessary for the welfare 
and progress of the race. The bolder and freer spirits 
— or should we say the more literal and mechanical- 
minded ?— need not look harshly on those who feel that 
they would elevate or purify religion rather than destroy 
it. It is the thing— the progress— that is essential, not 
the name we call it by. M any good and eminent men 
have advocated a purely secular “  religion,” and their 
view s are entitled to respect. Independently o f the 
permanent retention o f the word “ religion,” I am sure 
that, as a tem porary stage, the permitted (or, at least, 
undenounced or only mildly deprecated) use of the term 
is useful as softening the abruptness o f the change from 
Christianity to Secularism. It facilitates the adherence 
and organisation o f many who rebel against theology 
and superstition, but who rightly or w rongly still con
found religion with righteousness. If they are in error, 
their m istake is not o f a culpable nature. T hey may be 
right as a matter of practical policy. W e may be wrong. 
Let the matter be one for friendly argum ent, and not for 
hurling even the sm allest thunderbolts o f moral repro
bation at each other. Secularism  should certainly not 
narrow itself by an exclusiveness or harshness that 
would shut out some o f the most eminent A theists the 
century has seen. And while we are tolerant of 
Secularists who patronise the word “ religion ” in its 
better sense, we may fairly expect, on the other hand, 
that they will equally excuse and understand us when 
we say things of religion which are not true of the kind 
of religion they desire to establish.

Sim ilarly it is easy to go  too far in reprobating or 
prohibiting the use of other words appropriated by the 
Churches. W hen Bacon attributes “ natural p ie ty ”  to

the Atheist, he does no violence to the proper —  ̂t|,e 
meaning o f the word “  piety,”  which is our for.m. 
Latin pietas, signifying, according to the 010 .¿c 
“  piety, devotion, religion, duty, dutifulness, a 
love, attachment, kindness, clemency, pity,_con1P„ pur 
justice, equity, righteousness, loyalty, obedience. ^
expression “  filial piety ” still preserves the seÇ ‘ So^

„re th3flinore
will sb

VAj/iveoiv/u oilui ow»* jyi vov» ■ — ,
of the Roman meaning o f the word. Ingersoll 
Salvation,”  Tennyson’s “ simple faith is 111 
Norman blood,” and many other instances, " *j"spiriti 
that such words as salvation, faith, devotion, s°u ’ ¡ure, 
creed, inspiration, grace, holy, sacred, reverent, ° ^ ̂  
and so forth, are not necessarily to be abandone ^.j 
enemy. They express ideas, feelings, and faC ^yoi 
are the common property of the race, indepen.^^e, 
animistic superstitions. The word “ soul,” J°r p̂eelin̂  
may, I think, be used to include the deep, stron»( 
such as are but poorly represented by the wore 
which is applied more especially to the intellect0 s 
o f our mental states or activities. That theolog .tjeSis 
tend that soul, mind, spirit, etc., are immorta ^  guch 
no more reason for entirely g iv in g  up the use ^  is 
words than the know ledge o f the fact that tnê  ^  
only a force-pump should compel us to aban°0 (far* 
o f that word in its figurative and emotional Swords 
should, o f course, be taken not to use such t^r1 
leadingly or unnecessarily. But we should
mind that there are two w ays o f misleading oU' fl 
A  mechanically logical accuracy which drops00“  uivumuiwui^ ‘Ugivoi .. ..._I. . illlW) ■
emotionalism and the expressions which best 0 sS0i
may be as m isleading concerning the true inwaf . ¡̂¡Ii
Secularism as the associations hitherto c°°ncC 0ti#
some o f the best known and more powerful
words may mislead people in another direction-
ists need not be Gradgrinds because they rev° :ches °!-
superstitions. They may cultivate the m °r‘l .¡^s l’(
the. less intellectual or non-argumentative P° s(ai»i.rlt
human nature, including the inspiring and -s . U'|]ic
strength and beauty o f emotions or feelings 0 |afis,if
the real world-wide victory o f constructive ea)c l’
will depend. And if  some o f them choose to r[, >1-
such work, or such frame of mind or soul ° r ^
their religion, or their faith, or what not, L '° r. in t!>cl

' '  ' leg;giti*
see infinitely more to admire and 
w ork and their disposition than to condemn ^  }
o f words or phrases which appear to them 0
mate and appropriate, though other SÇcU * ^  ¿¡c- 
more iconoclastic type may frown upon t 1 :ilti°Ii:’' <!''• 
tive, or as discredited by superstitious ai’̂ j ) eisti°

I must confess, however, that, for an 
the Positivists, with their “  prayers^ .^¡j;
“  churches,” and so forth, carry 
orthodox religion much further than 
to my own tastes. I do not 
visitors should regard the services

their
com ,< fI*1»« - „t on- (,«• 

wonder th *  Ch°fJrf
at t h e — 1 I Ä

H um anity” as a “ g h a s tly ” travesty 
should describe Com te’s system as K°

or
orna11

Nevertheless. lllc . f cf 0i]iv f f  S'

h°. d
y .

i#c»ystem
minus Christianity. Nevcrthelc 
on at such “ churches ”  evidently suit 
probably long accustomed to orthodox s°
five. “  grave, sw eet melody ”  o f nraver-bookral di*?the “ grave, sw eet melody ”  o f  prayer 
o f  the S ou l,”  or stron gly inclined by natur(rLlâ  
to the ecclesiastical style o f thought and la ^ ^ d s  '¡r 
formation o f Atheistic churches and PllCj  
least adverse to the orthodox chur °hes, anl a n ° '"freneraidegree to pave the w ay tow ards a g  
from the mental and social tyranny ofsup^

eiU‘
rs

Book Chat. it/.

of «S n*3
uSÄ r p ' °

T he June number of Humanity (organ 
League) contains the usual supply of 
excellent 
and the M
tract on ______ ____ 0 ..
the Edinburgh Memorial to the IIomc 
demanded corpoi«,, r u i u ^ n i i i f t *  »■  i|lv - »■ 
assault on women. Mr. Salt, who supP,l0>v erSeS'ui. ot o ifi i.

■ Karticle by Howard Williams on ' ef.< y, 
Moral Revival.”  The su p p lem ent '
“ Woman Suffragists and the L a ’,c(CiA- (¡‘’L 

rgh Memorial to the Home _ n 
orporal punishment—on men'-"1 . I1 ,Jî V

\vlT° 1
to tins leaflet, says that “ the action
caused the Hellespont to be scourge0
sn.'Ps>1 was not more idiotic than that
with the flagellomaniacs of to-day.” -50I

• ■ * * *  j i t 16
Sarah Grand, the novelist, who has embr£lC
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very much like it, contributes a brief letter to 
tenture t0 °n tllls. subject. It is so brief, indeed, that we 
®°8&inir , c',Uo‘e *t in extenso: “ Certainly I am against 
"'omen anrt e-ad half-measures. A man who outrages
*>» pain,. „ children is not fit to live, and I would put him 
i'lis as an ,̂| eath, and have done with him.” We may take 
ls’ and ah-' US*ra‘ lon of sex bias. In a certain sense, man 
*ants to -,a?s W'H he, woman’s enemy; and Sarah Grand 

m i . , , , : ^  her sex whenever the opportunity occurs. 
^ iU r a n i  lu l  however, that, although a woman cannot 
a °fthe gPc’.s'le may still be as great an enemy to her own 
c‘t-'bauch vo*160168'. How about the bawds who systematically 
f 0st>tution 3n̂ c-i’ ‘r*s’ ar>d place them upon the market of 
¡M if not- should they also be put to a painless death ? 
0dio«solW W,ly no‘ '• Rape is certainly one of the most
* are mU conce''vable. We are not seeking to minimise

.S,

t t . vvt; a n ; uul lv.
' °n'y asking for logic and impartiality.

3arah 0 1 * * *
|%n usrhnd ^'Ks ° f  “ a painless death.” Will she kindly 
I I"'0st instT̂ K lt; 's “ lllicted ? Death may be swift, and 
.T'cal fac/ . ane°us, as a physical fact ; but, as a psycho- 
’ ' e the cu| '°W are >-ou going to make it so? Will you 

.from ‘ he prisoner’s dock, and strangle him 
big : °. ’ ‘m straight away ? That would be short 

fj.e a man n 1 novv possible? If, on the other hand, you 
(]C|Tng deathly66 weeks’ preparation for his end, he is really 
vinl in tlioUpr ? nd’ so to speak, dying— all that time. Hy 
“n -t death \ ?nd> y  night in dreams, he foretastes the 
Unless,” i, w 1,c  ̂ \s awaiting him. And how can this be

a,1y rational sense of the word ?
The T)'t, *

Ì ' V  ' f r * ? *  s.
* *

50] * —  «• seem to be in it with Shakespeare,
A ] a,1d cir- i Course there are more copies of the Bible 
Rolar?e nUmu a‘ec‘ > but not precisely bought to be read.

Purp0s Cr copies must be purchased for cliurch- 
Bq f* hecausefo dce. ‘ ‘le Prayer Book, only on a larger 
nJf only in Ul® Bible is used everywhere and the Prayer 
tab] er °f Bib/6 ^ lurch ° ‘ England. Then, again, a large 
theef’ and on ?s lrias‘ be purchased to lie on parlor-window 

. %-lx)ii.Ti'Vn.1.^'room tables beside the big album and

edir a| or tupi
% ï ? . . « ^ ï , Â ious

t copies of Shakespeare are not bought for
an;fî c  poet°Und,’ Silt-edged edition of the highlv-respectable

!» -ll

loV(!‘aridv poc]°nf ’ bbc the Cambridge and Dyce’s, there are

Pou reasons. And what a number of 
ru'S  upon the m arket! To say nothing of 

‘uy pod- f ’ the Cambridge and Dyce’s, there arc 
-ear, °f the m' i ‘tions, which are meant for students and 
all aS ago t|le 'Sbty poet, whose very name is a monument. 
Nnv Pjays of ejUti Professor Henry Morley found place for 
and , i'brari. bakespeare in Cassell’s threepenny and six-

'Veitf 1 hosn _i___ ....—

V,

•1U . H |W r*-,.  | • '-  i  w  v_. ill 13 3V .1 1 3  CLUCt O I A "

^ n t  easily • ese volum es w ere decently printed,
el'e .c ffetensi lnto ‘ bo p o c k e t; but they had no sort o f  

that ° nS‘ "Phey did not actu ally  displease the 
stil| ,,sPeare ,as ,a ii- B u t now  w e have the pretty Avon

and, better. ~ tuuaui kjtuuvcojttatt- , a u u , civ,uv.i
e‘ay f -> clear V, Kent’s Shakespeare, with its good paper, 
V ^ . i n g  a -’Pc, and pleasant limp leather binding-each

f| 1 anrl .....  wuw vve uav

■ in
*»llf an id^|U 8cParate little volume, and any one of them 
% ; 0ra strop •mf>an'on for a railway journey, or a country 
sX\-lr'e 'old no ln a Eondon park. But the cry is still they 
i?Hed’ Hid, m 'Vo have another pocket edition of Shake- 
ChiSv,..‘be ChK„,e,ssIs- Pell and Sons are publishing. It isn . ' ‘>S\virl- ei , ‘U,U OU,1S pumisuuig. .1 ■ = 
PaPer L< Press L.. ?bakespeare because it is printed at the 
/f genèr-1 llCb 's a guarantee of excellence. Type,
ft/«°r>ef

.orulgo . appearance are all that could be desired.
]„.roads ofrei ‘ 1S adopted—on the whole the best, and 

a?1* a. i^ctir," le series- hfr- John Dennis supplies a 
h>s ¡s chaic in an.b a few Notes, and Mr. Byam Shaw 
Pr°babl.i eaP on rat!ons- The price is one shilling. Surely 

y haVe a i °u&h, ar>d the Chiswick Shakespeare will 
^  ‘ rIie sale—as it deserves to.

^ve re. *■ * *
li^e,v e d i t i o o v e r  again in this pretty edition. 

l|l,1'lot ,,7fur re-r'!. r a Prosh opportunity—a fresh excuse, if 
»Sj'fherit ,faainS Ibis wonderful masterpiece. Age 

s ebt tu e®d i‘ o’ 0r custom stale its infinite variety. And, 
C*rebv I11 *‘s Wlc,"10« .  we call to mind with much amuse- 
Oii ‘  ̂n clevo'rV S*'b '."ore wonderful criticism of Shake- 
D(,'°rigin ,.e‘ng -i ‘s°metimes too clever) Mr. George Bernard 
V nt fru'l|'ty, Mr^yward wit himself, and strenuously bent 

is P1 Whici,' | ’aw has cultivated his own powers to a 
on! So 0l° say, ] le looks down and despises Shakespeare. 
o»,1's a, not win Pr°fesses to do so ; but whether he really 
" i i r 0f " ? rV-  be known, unless Mr. Shaw, in one 

faces n‘ joke „ , reveIation, laughs out aloud at his own 
' 1 ■ nu shakes his bells, and flings his cap in

^v'o„sShaW h;ni * * *
ana .c‘eHb(C-*',Can write a witty play, but the wit is 

'well n.- 'ncalcni ‘ be wit of Shakespeare is spon- 
eV(:n >lnstlK?ecl, and m c* And when the wit and the humor 
Ntt ack p r'clin,. lu result is a Jack FalstafT, one feels the 

V ŝtafr isSS 01 Shakespeare’s genius. No doubt
rejoi?T'*le VeryS °Pen 1° criticism. But what does that 

in L  u,n bas spots, but who thinks of them 
,ls glory ?

S«'
There must have been a wide and rapid decline of religious 

belief in this country, so that so many thousands of English 
readers are able to understand, and to sympathise with, Fitz
gerald’s version of Omar Khayyam. We hear that Messrs. 
Macmillan have sold considerably more than fourteen thou
sand copies of the new edition, and as each copy will have 
two or more readers, this makes a really healthy audience 
for the old Oriental’s blasphemies. VVe need not emphasise 
the fact that Christian wisdom (save the mark !) is the exact 
opposite to that of Omar Khayyam. The whole conception 
of life is different from the old Persian’s Counsel of Perfection. 

* * *
Omar says there is no God and no life hereafter, in verse of 

passionate bitterness :—
And that inverted bowl they call the sky, 
Whereunder crawling, cooped, we live and die,

Lift not your hands to It for help, for It 
As impotently rolls as you or I.

Like Lucretius, that grand old Roman Freethinker, Omar 
introduces argument into his poetry. The Persian philo
sopher-poet, noting how self-contradictory is the very con
ception of a deity, says :—

W h a t! out o f senseless Nothing to provoke 
A  conscious Something, to resent the yoke 

O f unpermitted pleasure, under pain 
O f everlasting penalties if broke !
W h a t! from his helpless creatures be repaid 
Pure gold for what he lent us, dross allayed—

Sue for a debt we never did contract,
And cannot answer— oh, the sorry trade !

A fierce despair bursts out in the following :—
Ah, Love ! could you and I with Him conspire 
To grasp this sorry scheme of things entire ;

Would we not shatter it to bits— and then 
Remould it nearer to the heart’s desire ?

This is strong meat for the lambkins of Jesus.
*  *  *

Mr. Andrew Lang, in the June issue of Longman's Magazine, 
goes for the Higher Critics with a claymore. Taking their 
argument, that because the “ sacred ” writings contain 
anachronisms the fact throws a doubt on the authorship, he 
refers to the case of Thackeray’s History of Henry Esmond. 
Our merry Andrew points out that Thackeray confuses names, 
makes chronological blunders, and does generally what the 
critics complain about in the Biblical tracts ; and, according 
to their logic, Thackeray cannot be the author of his novel. 
The case of Thackeray’s masterpiece really helps the Higher 
Critics. The great novelist was admittedly evolving history 
out of his inner consciousness. If the Biblical writers make 
the same blunders, it is only fair to assume they were also 
romancing.

* * *
The literary journals have been writing about the centenary 

of the birth of Thomas Hood. One of our contemporaries 
seems to fear that Hood’s reputation is at a low ebb. There 
is not much room for fear about tile reputation of a poet who 
has given to English literature The Song of the Shirt and 
The Jiridge of Sighs, and who has never ceased to add to the 
gaiety of nations.

Correspondence.

SECULARISM  AND R E LIG IO U S PHRASES.
TO  TH E EDITOR O F “  TIIE  FR E E T H IN K E R .”

S ir,— I had two reasons for not joining in this correspon
dence. ( i ) l  wrote the address which contained the phrases in 
question with no small feeling of sympathy for a bereaved 
family, and it did not seem becoming to enter on an argu
ment as to the character of the language used. (2) I regarded 
the phrases objected to as too much a matter of literary taste to 
be profitably discussed in a journalistic debate. When I say 
“ Religion,” 1 mean Devotion to the Good. When I say 
“ spiritual,” I mean that which is finest and most poetical; 
and so on. I shall obstinately continue to employ these words, 
even though (as I may as well add) I am an Atheist, and 
though 1 reject all supernaturalism, and though I disbelieve 
every article of the Apostles’ Creed.

I am much obliged to Mr. Clogg for his defence of m  ̂
phrases, and I agree with all he says. As to my brethren (if 
they will pardon the “ priestly” term), Messrs. Dyson and 
Thurlow, 1 take their criticism in good part. But if either of 
them knows the name and address of any person who has 
been misled into thinking I am a Christian, 1 hope they will 
supply me with the information, and I will do public penance.

F. J .  G o u l d .
q 1 Lower Hastings-strect, Leicester.

The Charles W atts Fund.
TO  TH E EDITO R OF “  TH E F R E E T H IN K E R .”

Mr. George Anderson acknowledges the following dona
tions :— W. Cabell, 10s. 6d.; J. Jones, 5s.; M. Weatherburn, 
is.; E. II. G. (per Miss Vance), 2s. Od.
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S U N D A Y  L E C T U R E  N O T IC E S , E TC . POSITIVISM.

[Notices o f  Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, 
and be marked “ Lecture Notice,”  i f  not sent on post-card.]

L O N D O N .
T he A th en^ um H a ll  (73 Tottenham Court-road, W .) : 7.30, 

G . W. Foote, “ The Madhi’s Head : a Study in Applied Chris
tianity.”

B rad laugh  C lub and In stitute  (36 Newington Green-road, 
Ball's P on d): 8.30, A. T . D ancey’s Dramatic Co. in “ The Master 
of Clive Chase.”

S outh  London E th ical  So cie ty  (Surrey Masonic Hall, Cam
berwell New-road, S.E.) : 7, Spring Festival— Speakers: Dr. 
Colt and H. H. Quilter.

W est L ondon E th ical  So cie ty  (Kensington Town H a ll): 11, 
Stanton Coit, “ The M ighty Atom .”

W e st  L ondon B ranch  (15 E d gw are-road): June 12, at 9, 
H alf-yearly meeting.

E ast L ondon B ranch (Sw aby’s Coffee House, 103 Mile End- 
road) : 8, E. White.

O pen-air  P ropaganda.
B a tter sea  P a r k  G a t e s : 11.30, R. P. Edwards.
B r o c k w e l l  Pa r k  (near Herne-hill Gates): 3.15 and 6.30, 

Stanley Jones.
C a m b e r w e l l  (Station-road): 11.30, Stanley Jones.
E dmonton (corner of A ngel-road): 7, C. Cohen.
F insbury  B ranch  (Clerkenwell G reen): 11.30, E. White, 

" W hat did Jesus Do ?”
F insbury  Pa r k  (near Band Stand): 3.30, A. B. Moss, " Super

stition and Science.”
H ammersmith  (The G ro v e ): 7.15, W . Ramsey.
H am pstead  H eath  (Jack Straw 's Castle) : 3.15, E. Pack.
H yde  Pa r k  (near Marble A rch ): Lectures every w eek evening 

at 8. Sunday, at 11.30, E. Pack.
K ilburn  (corner of Victoria-road) : 7.15, E. Pack.
K ingsland  (Ridley-road) : 11.30, W . Heaford.
M ile E nd W a s t e : 11.30, C. C o h en ; 7, E. White. June 14, 

at 8, C. Cohen.
P eckham  R ye : 3.15 and 6.15, R. P. Edwards.
S tr a tfo r d  (The Grove) : 7, A. B. Moss, “ Design and Natural 

Selection.”
T he T riangle (Salmon Lane, Limehouse): 11.30, W . J. Ramsey. 

June 13, at 8, A  B. Moss.
S. L. E. S. (Peckham R y e ): 11.15, Mr. Newland. (Brockwell 

P a rk ): 3.15, Mr. Storrar.
V ictoria  Pa r k  (near the Fountain): 3.15, C. Cohen.
W estm inster  (Grosvenor Embankment): 11.30, H. Courtney 

" Morality without Superstition.”
C O U N T R Y .

C hatham  S ecular S o cie ty  (Queen's-road, N ew Brom pton): 
2.45, Sunday-school ; 7, A  lecture.

G reat Y armouth  F r e eth in k e r s ’ A ssociation  (Freethinkers' 
Hall, bottom of Broad-row ): 7, Violin Selections by Professors 
Elliot and R ay ; 7.15, Mr. Sterry, “ The Son of G od.”

L eice ste r  Secu lar  So c ie ty  (Huinberstone-gate): C.30, H. 
Payne, "T ra d e  Unionism, Co-operation, and Socialism .”

L iverpool (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square): 7, Mr. Rhodes, 
" Lee's L ife o f  Shakespeare.''

Manchester  S ecular  H a ll  (Rusholme-road, All S a in ts): 
Closed for Summer Season.

S h effield  S ecular So cie ty  (Hall o f Science, Rockingham- 
street): Members' and Friends’ Excursion to Hazlehead, etc. 
Meet at 1 o ’clock prompt, fronting Victoria Station. Train leaves 
at 1.15.

S outh  S hields (Captain Duncan's Navigation School, M arket
place): 7.30, Annual meeting— election o f officers.

Lecturers’ Engagem ents.
C. C o h en , 17 Osborne-road, High-road, Leyton.— June it , 

m., Mile End ; a., Victoria Park ; e., Edmonton. 14, Mile End. 
18 and 25, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 27, Mile End.

A rthur  B. Moss, 44 Credon-road, London, S .E .— June 11, 
a ., Finsbury Park ; c., Stratford. 13, e., Litnehouse. 18, a. and 
e., Brockwell Park. 25, m., Battersea. July 9, e., Edmonton. 
16, m., C lorkenw el!; a., Hampstead Heath ; e., Kilburn. 23, m., 
Mile End.

IL  P er cy  W a r d , 5 Alexandra-road, Edgbaston, Birmingham. 
— June 18, Birmingham ; 23, Northampton.

R. P. E dw ar d s, 52 Bramley-road, Notting-hill.— June 11, in., 
Battersea ; a. and e., Peckham. 18, m., Ridley-road ; a., Victoria 
Park ;e ., Side End. 25, m., Camberwell. July 2, m., Hyde Park ; 
a ., Hampstead ; e., Hammersmith. 9, m., Ridley-road ; a. and 
e., Peckham. 16, m., Station-road ; a. and e., Brockwell Park. 
23, m., Battersea ; c., Stratford. 30, m., Limehouse ; a ., Victoria 
P a rk ; c., Edmonton.

E. Pa c k , 10 llenstridge-place, Ordnance-road, St. John’s W ood. 
— June i i ,  m., Hyde P a rk ; a ., Hampstead H eath ; e., Kilburn. 
18, m., Mile E n d; e., Edmonton. 23, m., Pimlico P ie r; a., 
Brockwell P ark; e., Peckham Rye.

A. E. E ld e r k in , W atford.— June 18, Chatham.

I)  P. E D W A R D S  would be glad  to hear o f a  Situation, 
W ages 25s. to 30s. a week. Address—32 Bramley- 

road, Notting-hill.

- S i i ' * '  s o i «  « - e , I r  a»

mivnfr aS r J  on the Religion of H u -*

Printed-Price Sixpence. Handsomely

S H A K E S P E A R E
A LE C T U R E  B Y

COLONEL INGERSOLb
‘ A  powerful piece of literary and philosophical

Ingersoll's glow ing style, his forcible logic, > n jlin**1!  
crimination make his panegyric o f the Bard of AvO' ¡̂ ting 1 
interesting to read as, no doubt, his lecture was • i 
hear. ”— The Stage,

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E._

THE BEST
O N  N EO -M A LT H U SIA N ISM  IS, I 

TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND PRA 
OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

B y J. R. H O LM ES, M .M .L., M .V.S.,

160 pages, svith portrait and autograph, bound in cloth> S1
Price is ..p o st free. oU

reach o f t ^ ^ p f '1.!In order to bring the information within the r----  - .t
most important parts o f the book are issued in ^ p a

Copiespages at ONE PENNY, post free 2d. 
distribution is. a  dozen post free.

T he National Reformer o f  September 4
Holmes’ pamphlet.......is an almost unexceptio
N eo-Malthusian theory and practice.......and l” ‘ y y s' s'

fot

ii Si'-

, lS92’ tíríen*
ionai sta1® t apP” to 
1 through? jgfVij'® ¡j 
r- g e n e r eto moral feeling.......T

the Neo-Malthusian cause
"he special value of Mr- **<> gen1 
:ause and to human well-bcu b • e¡¡

ju st his combination in his pamphlet o f  a  plain 
phy sical and moral need for family limitation with a  p'8'" all ̂  
o the means by which it can be secured, and an offer 

mu Z  lhe .r,c Huisites at the lowest possible prices- u e, V 
Am CoU.nC‘! ° f  the Malthusian League, Dr. p O L * ,*  
Aljbutt, and others, have also spoken o f it in very
p !• ^ a,de suPPhed by R. Fo r d e r , 28 Stonecutter-str1 
i-L . other orders should be sent to the author, pR|(5'

J. R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAGE. - y,J . K . t iU L f f i t o ,  n n m x c . i ,  » m u  ,,

W. J. Rendell’s “ Wife's Frf^
Recommended by Mrs. Besant in Lasu o j Populol'0 ' ;1t h 
Dr. Allbutt in Wife's Handbook, p. 51. Made ONU 
Cliadwell-strect, Clerkenw ell; 2s. per d o z ., post ensel°r ' 
in larger quantities). For particulars send stampea

important Caution. Icalê
B ew a r e  o f useless imitations substituted by f£r"uende ’̂u]iC-
chemists, the words “  Rendell & C o ,” and “  J • “  : , Hie Pu ...................  • • I L A n c e lVG 1CUUU11SI», tue "UIU,I ---- Ip ĝiV
being speciously and plausibly introduced to ace

Loo k  for A utograph  R egistered T rade
MarK

Ini. on  each  bo x , w ith o u t  w h ich  NONE AKE '  ̂f4s.H6d ^ an d nes w!,h V crt'cal and Reverse C ^ J p C
poum r;i,KljSS' fJ- Dr. Palfrey's Powder, is. 2d. 
prices post free. ' A  blItt s Quinine Powders, 3s'

t o * '

Thwaites’ Household D°c
TH E BEST B O O K

Í

to ! i  <\vnm°lI-,'Vllencver y ° u are not as well as V
and fi'ou [ r  '>;lKCS-vou wil> find a T re a tise  on g,

how to Cure them with Herbs, which are JV*“ “*  

P rice  S ixpence— Po s t  F ree.

G. THWAITES, 2 Church -row, Stocktuil'°
List o f  Prices Free.

.ul<* £
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Rethought Works.
>  Bv‘‘■Cf IL

I,

,i;,TV, “)■ David Hume. A  powerful 
"• . author’s death, and

*m'ngs. 2d.

Tho Clergy. B y G. W . Foote.
Sieving Thief on the C r o s s -  em x*

essay, first published 
not included in ordinary editions

?Uîent AI,iei on —|j "acles—p l,lllty -Inspiration
> S  Of vT'lr. 128 PP- -s.
'S o  essavseth0Ught-.'H s. ) s on a v,

Subjects :— Creation 
Cross— The Atonement— Old 

Credentials o f the Gospel—

(First Series.) B y G. W . Foote, 
ariety o f Freethought topics. 2x4 pp.,

' . dM,t̂ reetll' 0 . . „  v̂ ^ u,.u „n .u .i., *-\r "■  ‘  u“ u:'
to ppT‘ ,Cs«ys on a further variety o f Freetliought topics. 
Sethcr. °th’ 2S- 6d.— These two volumes o f I'lowers form 
S S hW ’* 0 Garden o f Freethought. Every aspect o f 

A  Co n ■ ls treated somewhere, and alw ays in a  popular 
*' l’ >0rlV ' S much o f the author’s best writing.

a ‘,a  Freethinker. B y G . W . Foote. Valuable
,;ajf,rst t° Mr. Morley’s w ritings/ Good for Freethinkers to 
> i a l k ; , T hlm 'end to their Christian friends. 2d.

1 W. ^  SoUnd ? Four N ights’ Public Debate between 
C S u t a n t  ‘lnd ^ nnie Besant. Verbatim, and revised 
? of s* 1S*J superior edition in cloth, 2s.

Pu . e Cross. A  Candid Criticism of Mr. Wils
f0̂°ric ina.0̂ .*. Ŝ 0Wing its irross nartialitv and its ridiriiln 
(AM p

/■ 'ins. 7,“ 1 acitus and the allege
' ®'Hh r,f "n?somely printed, 6d.

Stra, , i hrlSt. From the original L ife o f  Jesus by the 
lWoup-uS\ ^Vith an introduction by C>. \\ • Foote. A  

CL *Hand Vniidysis ilnt* E xPosure *Le Gospel Story by a

-  cen G. W.
revised by

*ng its gross partiality and its ridiculous 
with special reference to the (probably) 

d Neronic massacre of

iS ^ 'h ’ 1,“'terosti>rn Atlam to Paul. By G. W . Foote. In- 
' • Gf, on 11, nt' ’, :in,using and honest; in fact, the only 

B , °jcct- 200 PP'> cloth, 2S. Cd.
,0°te. A Reply to the Grand Old Man. By

r 'C h .i 'f * « r W , , xhaust!ve ' Answer to Mr. Gladstone’s 
: ls,tSavn 11 ■ *' Scripture. is .; cloth edition, is. 6d.

y & s& ? ..% C .W .F oFoote. An Examination of the

Prâ* v*®ne

'“ dv 5 vhrict i * . . . »  u u n . .  x m  L .A « I I I I I | I U I I I '1 I  v^. m v

p Ucb His» / °  c°nsidered the Savior of the World.
eeth,

and minute account 
with a brief Memoir of his 
Darwin ; containing- all the

■ I Illwt ,• VU1I.1 IUCI
erai '"formation on Slavery, the Position of

,-'iqn °uglit jn *"ia Progress, and the advance o f Science 
D4 ft God , ’Pposilion to Christian bigotry. 6d. 

^ t S  ? ’ W .F o d .e . A  full ‘ '
'he rr j^ e lo p m e h t, 

f ? . C ? V v t e ° “ s f-rasmus ,
t./ 'h in i,°r in dj."0r*'s> and in his L ife and Letters, bear- 

S ' ' ’S m  shomj |lecl‘y  on tbe subject o f religion. Every 
^«Ps0f 6tl-;.’cloth ’ ,a " d l:eei>’ a C0P f of this important

•'ll,''’ Pa!!'* Ethicwast,*. Valuable Essays in the Evolution of 
' ■ Dea°tu‘ Eloth y J- M. Wheeler. With a Preface by 
: ,V ii , Beds V?s’

d ii’!!)''tiv''*ifffed'. >' ( , -.EV. Foote. Second edition, revised 
Jy./'-'r |̂ ° ’"storie ,,“ nlains authentic details o f the last hours 

' c'otli e!i-■ I'm,,, '^ thinkers, and in most cases a sketch 
c *■■ ’ s’ 3d. ,So references given in every instance.

>:iNu»f 1of the ^  Oth Ä v G . W  Foote. A 
i n t h  ÒUfìinìt'r ° J,osl satirical writings. Contents :—  

"N ,l Woriii, ‘̂ Fid Sermon— A Sermon on Sin— A 
Ad ^ bish a ° ^ V A  Christmas Sermon—Christmas 
*h,.. * ri.nmer’s Sunday Diary— The Judge

TV T :.. 1  t -I'l ' I.V . ! 01 -V i-----1̂ n,®s~»Ti1 ? " d Michael—The First Christmas—

of Evo~ Joshua ii,ld Jcrich° - A
Ojlglit. By Colonel Ingersoll. A  Grand"•r l'a, . e voionei 

Who was ‘0llrs in dcIive■ ry, made in defence ot 
prosecuted for Blasphemy in New

,"S6,i»e Jury By G. \\r. Foote. Three hours'

. ond Us'n i o ie  or°l°,lul '"persoli. A  Masterpiece of 
o0 : h p ‘ "gcrsoll's greatest efforts. 6d.

28 Sto ,lecutter‘ strect’ E ’ G *
gp^ple’s ]) TT ----- ---- —-----------------------------
It n on Vi'IV'Z*: 33.3 Strand (opposite Somerset 

!• tesf Cimi:../GAN^¡TE, 2s. 6d. each; lippcr.or

"ig Te I* y0i,'"ls when

K t ' V T Ì^ U o n

$ 24;?I!:î 0's

each ; upper or lower, £2.
u „  required ’; repairing or alterations

m°re than the above, they are fancy 
■ ,nunb 7s- 6d. each ; on 18 ct. gold, 15s. ; 

Is- ; painless by gas, 5s.

^ lon
1 X V- ONOUS p a i n t s .

"cnees. Samples Free. J. G reevz 
I-ivor-Ü̂ 1!? ’ 01 f*- R- Thompson, 25 Clials-1VerPool.

0l>, P°ol ’ l"e nj .------------
*I„j EuKijn “ ut, 86 Central-drive and Read’s-road,"der^ohlii

t e C “  ' rivate Apartments. Good Accom-

Just Published. 205 pp., cloth, 2S., by post' '2S'.’ 3d.,

THE CHILDREN’S BOOK
OF

• MORAL LESSONS.
B y F. J. G O U L D .

F irst Series— SELF-CO N TR O L and T R U T H F U L N E S S. 

London : W atts &  Co., 17 Johnson's-court, Fleet-street, E .C .

Cheapest Edition Issued.

T H E  A G E  O F  R E A S O N .
B y THOM AS PAINE.

180 pp., large type, beautifully printed, price 9d., 
by post lid.

London: W atts &  Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, E .C .

The University Magazine and Free Review.
Voi. XL, 400 pp., 6s. nett.

C o n  t e n t s

Darwin on Trial at ths Old Bailey
Psychological Experiments ... ...............
Prof. Seth’s Attacks on Nietzsche 
Is Philosophy Progressive ?
Soeur Jeanne des-Anges ...
Jezebel Pettyfer : A  Study of the Courtesan ... 
A  Word for the Priest and the Dynamics of

Religion... ...................................................
Modesty ... ... ...........................
The English Criminal Code 
Three Anarchists of American Literature 
The Ethics of Suicide ... ... ...
Phoenician Gods in Britain and Ireland... .v 
Life in an Orphan School
The Universal Illusion of Free Will and Criminal

R esponsibility...................................................
A  Priest’s Reply to “  A  Word for the Priest ” ... 
A  Narrow Escape...
Seaweed ...............

New Books.

Democritus.
R. de Villiers. 
Thomas Common. 
Joseph McCabe. 
Havelock Ellis. 
Allan W. Graham.

G. A. Singer.
Allan Laidlaw. 
Howard Williams. 
Fred Rockel I.
F. H . Perry-Coste. 
II. O. Neuland. 
Clericus.

A. Ilamon. 
Presbyter.
A. von Jarchow. 
Edith Ellis.

Orders for Vol. XI. should he sent to the M a n a c . b r , “  U n i v e r s i t y  
P r e s s , ”  Watford, near London, without delay, as only a limited 
number of copies beyond those subscribed has been printed.

Now Ready. 48 Pages. Price 6d.

Ingersoll's Grand New Lecture
ON

SUPERSTITION.
W h ich  is  a lt  m e t  ¡ n g  im m en se a u d ien ces  in  A m e r ica . 

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E .C .

Ingersoll’s New Lecture.

T H E  DEVIL.
Price 6d. post free.

" H alf a  hundred p ag es o:f brilliant and stimulating w riting."—  
R eynolds’s New spaper.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

r  ESSO N S IN F R E N C H .— Monsieur Jules B a il l y  desires 
I  d Pupils. Easy plan and efficiency guaranteed. Term s very 

moderate. Address, 32 Store*street, Bedford-square, W .C .
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Now Ready, stout paper covers, is.; cloth, 2s.

THE

B O O K  O F  G O D
In the Light of the Higher Criticism.

W ith Special Reference to D ean F a r r a r ’s New Apology.

By • G. W. F O O T E .

Contents:— Introduction— The Bible Canon— The Bible and 
Science —  Miracles and Witchcraft— The Bible and Free- 
thought— Morals and Manners— Political and Social Progress 
— Inspiration— The Testimony of Jesus— The Bible and the 
Church of England— AnOriental Book— Fictitious Supremacy.

“ I have read with great pleasure your Booh o f  God. You have 
shown with perfect clearness the absurdity of Dean Farrar’s posi
tion. I congratulate you on your book. It will do great good, 
because it is filled with the best o f sense expressed with force and 
beauty."— Col. R. G. Ingersoll.

" A  volume we strongly recommend.......Ought to be in the hands
o f every earnest and sincere inquirer.”— Reynolds’s Newspaper.

“  Mr. Foote takes the Dean’s eloquence to pieces, and grinds 
the fragments to powder. His style, as a whole, is characterised 
by a masculine honesty and clearness."— Ethical World.

" A  style at once incisive, logical, and vivacious........ Keen
analysis and sometimes cutting sarcasm .......More interesting than
most novels.”— Literary Guide.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Just Published.

In two volumes, bound in cloth, the whole or

Charles Watts’s Pampĥ s
NOW IN PRINT.

Vol. I., price 3S. 6d. post free’

The Claims o f Christianity E x
amined.

W as Christ a Political and Social 
Reformer ?

Is there a Life Beyond the 
G rave ?

Evolution and Special Creation. 
The Death of Christ.
W hy Do Right ?
Education : True and False.

Contents :
Christianity and Civ

,ilis*^

S ecu la r Morality- ¡̂srn-
The S e c u l a r i s t s ^ ; ^  

■ culansm : Hs niieD-
Social Problems ot

Secularism  : of‘he

Bible Morality.
I he Existence of God. 
faints and Sinners. ,np 
Discreditable Tactics oi 

tian Disputants.

Vol. IL, price 4s. 6d. post free’
Contents :—

Happiness m Hell »»'
in Heaven. , er

A Reply to Fa • ...
la«1'

of lnñ.d?%d°'£'Tactics i„A  Debate with the fc“'", 
lalifax (S.S  1 [ . f
abate Col.
Air. Watts

The Teachings o f Secularism 
Compared with Christianity.

Nature and the Supernatural.
The G lory of Unbelief.
Secularism Destructive and Con

structive.
Christianity: Its Origin, Nature, 

and Influence.
Theological Presumption.
Agnosticism  and Christian 

Theism.
Christianity Defective and Un

necessary. , ,

Applications fo r  the above Volumes 
to M r . C h arles W a t t s , 24 Carnttnu 
London, S. IV.

Halifaxdebate Col. Ingerson ■ . 
'Air. Watts’s stated* I, ,< 

what Secularism 
he improved; hisde^yt 

■ ---- - arecertain term«
and lucid, 
better.’’)

IH» .new
I have

M s  Famous Free Clothing Tea.
Fine T ea  and Good C lothing are tw o o f those things 
The lack o f which oft g ives to happiness w in gs ; 
G o t t ’s unrivalled clothing will be supplied free 
T o  constant consumers o f Free C lothing T ea —
A tea which on trial perfection discloses ;
Rich, pungent, delicious, and fragrant as roses.
T h is m agnificent ofTer is not a mere puff,
So accept i t ! a word to the wise is enough 1

S a m p le  Pound ^
CARRIAGE PAID FOR 3° ^  ¡f

A Lounge Suit to Measure
-  25 tnof cost to sender of every 

received for Sample Pound
Mark envelopes containing order “ Freethinker” on the top left-hand co ■ ne1’’

2s. 6d. returned by next post to all Customers dissatisfied.

Bedding, Etc,,
WHICH

Must be Cleared at Once.

B A R G A I N S .

B A R G A I N S .

B A R G A I N S ,

A N E W  PARCEL-
1 Pair All-wool Blankets.
1 „  Large Bed Sheets.
1 Beautiful Quilt.
1 Pair Fine Lace Curtains.
1 Umbrella.
lib. Free Clothing TEA.
1 Apron. $
1 Cushion Square. .g
1 copy of “  Truthseeker ” ^

All for 21s. Carriage Pal '

J. W . G O T T , 2 &  4  U nion S t., B ra d f o * ^ /

Printed »nd Published by G. W. FootK, 28 StoticCuttef-strect, London, E.C.
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