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in that same “ great blessing.”  When a Christian feels 
he is a sinner, he likes to feel that he is the chief of 
sinners. It flatters his pride to be the first, even on the 
wrong side. Just in the same way, when an ordinary 
writer hopes his book may do good, a Christian writer 
hopes his book will be a blessing, and a Christian minister 
hopes his book will be a great blessing. Nothing short 
of a prodigious beneficence is commensurate with his 
character and abilities. A smaller result would show that 
Providence lacked an adequate sense of recognition.

W e detect the same moral flavor in Mr. Sheldon’s 
desire to “ hasten” Christ’s kingdom on earth. No 
doubt he thinks it very good on his part to assist in 
quickening the pace of Omnipotence, which is also 
guided by Omniscience. Shelley said in his fine sonnet 
to Byron that

The worm beneath the sod 
May lift itself in homage to the god.

But he did not suggest that the worm should be 
ambitious to help the god in his flight through the 
heavens. W e venture to think that if Jesus Christ was 
God, and therefore is still God, he will achieve his 
kingdom on earth, or elsewhere, at his own time and 
pleasure, with or without the humble assistance of Mr. 
Sheldon and his clerical brethren.

W e may also observe, in passing, that Mr. Sheldon’s 
regaling his congregation with Sunday evening instal
ments of an unpublished novel should supply a capital 
hint to ministers outside the enterprising city of 
Topeka. A great many congregations are tired of 

: sermons covering the same old ground, expounding 
the same old doctrines, and decorated with the same 
old texts. How their listlessness would vanish, and 
how they would prick up their ears, if the droning 
man of God in the pulpit were suddenly to announce, 
in a natural tone of voice, that he had been writing a 
story, with moving incidents and some love-making in 
it, and that he intended to read the first chapter or two 
instead of a sermon on the following Sunday evening ! 
That was to a certain extent the policy of the first 
propagandists of Christianity. They went about 
telling the story of Jesus, and what we have in the 
four Gospels is only a later dressing up of their 
narratives. It must be admitted, however, that the 
four Gospels, as works of art, are immensely superior 
to recent specimens of pious fiction, even including this 
masterpiece of Mr. Sheldon.

This “ sermon story ” is really one of the poorest 
productions we have ever read, and we have had to 
wade through a lot of rubbish in our time— of course 
professionally, and not from any personal desire to 
sound the depths of orthodox imbecility. As a novel 
it is, in our judgment, contemptible. Its incidents are 
all arbitrary, being pre-arranged for the purposes of 
exposition ; and its characterisation is on a level 
with that of the pious tract or the penny novelette ; 
while its style is monotonously commonplace, the 
rhythm resembling that of a cart-wheel in a rutted 
country lane. Not a single arresting sentence, not 
one happy expression, not a solitary flash of wit, not 
a touch of true pathos, is to be found in all the three 
hundred pages of this volume. How a man could write 
so badly, after long familiarity with the English Bible, 
simply passes our comprehension. If this is the best Mr. 
Sheldon can do— and we fear it is— his case is hopeless. 
All the literary masterpieces in the world would fail to 
lift him above the level of the average penny-a-liner.

G. W . F o o t e .

(  To be continued. )



322 THE FREETHINKER. M ay  2i

Superiority of Secularism.
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W e claim for Secularism a superiority 
current theological faiths, inasmuch as 
want that no religious system does. That want 
the right to hold and profess any opinion, whether 
it agrees or disagrees with popular theological notions 
That Secular philosophy is a necessity is proved by the 
fact that there are thousands of earnest thinkers who 
cannot accept any of the religious professions of the 
day. To such persons Secularism offers a guide to 
daily conduct that is independent of all alleged super 
natural sanctions. Having studied Secular principles 
for over forty years, and after a careful examination of 
the nature and history of Christianity, we frankly 
declare that, in our opinion, if ever the world is to 
be redeemed from the deplorable condition which two 
thousand years of Christian misrule have produced, 
the redemption must come through the practical 
adoption of secular agencies. If it is asked, W hat 
is meant by secular agencies ? the answer is : Free 
inquiry, the exercise of reason unfettered by theology, 
and the application of, and,the reliance upon, the facts 
of science in daily life.

Now, the great difference between Secularism and 
Christianity upon these three points is this : The 
believer in the orthodox religion limits inquiry to the 
domain of his faith. True, he proclaims, “ Prove all 
th ings” ; but he says you must “ hold fa s t” to that 
which Jesus is reported to have said was good. On 
the other hand, the Secularist urges that, after fair and 
honest investigation, each individual should be per
mitted to decide the truth, irrespective of Christ’s 
opinion. The Christian accepts reason only so far 
as it harmonises with his religion ; while the Secularist 
recognises it, when properly cultivated, as the supreme 
monitor and guide of life. The Christian acknowledges 
science as the servant of God, but the Secularist regards 
it as the servant of man, and as the one providence, 
guided by reason, upon which he relies to regulate the 
affairs of existence. Thus it will be seen that the two 
systems— Secularism and Christianity— differ widely 
upon the three important subjects named. In this 
practical age there should be no difficulty in deciding 
which is the superior. The one is based upon facts, 
the other upon theory.

One of the many superior features of Secularism is, 
that we can calculate upon the results of the application 
of its teachings in daily life. Auguste Comte, in his 
work on Positive Philosophy, tells us that human know
ledge passes through three stages— the Supernatural, 
the Metaphysical, and the Positive or Scientific. The 
supernatural cannot be said to be calculable, for here 
we find gods and demons who are constantly inter
fering with the ordinary laws of nature. A propitiation 
or a prayer may alter the whole course of events, and a 
sacrifice may frustrate all scientific calculations. God 
sends rain and withholds it at his pleasure, sends 
storms, plagues, and famines in the most arbitrary 
manner, and dispenses blessings according to his own 
caprice or pleasure. In such a system as this, where 
everything depends upon the will of a sovereign Deity, 
to endeavor to reduce events to order, to predict results, 
or prepare for contingencies, would be simply absurd 
and presumptuous. The metaphysical view of things 
gives us no more certain ideas than does the super
natural. To form theories about essences, attributes, 
qualities, and abstractions, whose limits have never 
been defined, can never satisfy a mind disciplined in the 
school of Induction— or, in other words, a mind accus
tomed to draw conclusions from a series of well- 
ascertained facts. But Secularism, as we understand 
it, is the embodiment of the results of inductive reason
ing ; it is the digest of the conclusions which have been 
arrived at by cool and accurate thinkers in every age of 
the world. It commences from, and proceeds upon, 
facts, and, where facts cease, Secularism is silent. 
Gods, demons, angels, and archangels, cherubim and 
seraphim, the essences, attributes, and qualities, the 
first and final, with intermediate causes, and abstrac
tions of the metaphysician, will always fail to satisfy 
the minds of men who acknowledge law in all things, 
order in everything, and caprice or chance in none. 
Secularism teaches that all things, from the planet we
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irresistible, and irreversible

think, are under > ■ ^ 
laws ; and it also  ̂

that, as we know and study those laws, we ma) 
the prophets of humanity ; we may calculate the 
and make life, physical, mental, and moral, into 
cess. . kjtufi

Free and open discussion is another su p erior 
of Secularism, inasmuch as it regards it as ^  
method of ascertaining the truth. Secularism ¡p 
defined as the “ science of this life,” and, like e.'ij0'n ev 
discovered, every theory constructed, every op111 tfif 
pressed, asks to be made the immediate subjeĈ  
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upon that which profiteth not? Is it nothing to feel 
that the human beings that surround us are children of 
the devil, heirs of hell, and sons of perdition ? Is it 
nothing to think that perhaps we may look across the 
great gulf, and see some one we have loved on earth 
tormented in a fiery lake, and hear him ask us to dip 
a finger in water, that it may cool his parched tongue ? 
Is it no loss to live in disquiet by day and in fear by 
night, to pass through seasons of doubt and tempta
tions, and to be conscious that we are but strangers 
and pilgrims here toiling through a weary valley of 
cares and sorrows?” Is it no loss to hold back when 
truth oversteps the line of orthodoxy, and when there 
ought to be full and free discussion? Is all this no 
loss ? If theology, with all its hypotheses and assump
tions, can be trusted, surely Secularism may be trusted 
when it offers us positive truths, ascertained facts, and 
present realities. C h a r l e s  W a t t s .

Religion and Morals.

C o n d u c t , said Matthew Arnold, constitutes three-fourths 
of life; and, although we may wonder by what means the 
precise “  three-fourths ” is reached, we can agree that 
it is the bearing of a question on conduct that constitutes 
its chief value. Yet, while all are agreed as to the im
portance of conduct, when we get beyond broad ques
tions of murder, or theft, or the like, there exists little 
agreement; and when we get further down still and seek 
the grounds of our reprobation of even these actions, 
the disagreement becomes still more pronounced. Not 
only is there disagreement in the religious world, but in 
the non-religious world it is hardly less pronounced ; 
it is fortunate, indeed, that men had not to wait to do 
right until moral philosophers had settled the grounds 
of their actions, or the world would have exhibited a 
curious sight.

Until very recent times, with rare exceptions, religious 
influences may be said to have had a complete mono
poly in ethics. And even to-day there exist large 
numbers o f people who protest, honestly and sincerely 
enough, that to separate the two means the death of 
morals. Very largely this fear may be explained as due 
to the perpetual harping of professional sermons on 
these lines. The economic factor will show itself here 
as elsewhere, and one can reckon on the clergy doing 
all that lies in their power to encourage such feelings as 
in turn support them. One can easily see that a very 
heavy blow would be struck at their position if it were 
once generally realised that the whole sphere of morals 
was as independent of religion as red hair or snub 
nosjs ; and, consequently, the constant identification of 
religion and morals by professional preachers is just a 
manifestation of thqt instinct of self-preservation which 
is as strong with communities as with individuals. 
But, partly also, the feeling is to be amply accounted 
for by the association of ideas. When two things have 
been so long connected as have religion and morals, it is 
difficult for the ordinary individual to imagine them as 
being separate. There are never wanting people who 
predict grave consequences whenever anything new is 
proposed, as was the case when it was proposed to 
abolish slavery, to extend the franchise to women, or to 
substitute arbitration for war. In each case one meets 
with practically the same criticism ; what has been ought 
to continue; a casual connection is mistaken for a 
causal one, and people who never take the trouble to 
analyse their beliefs assent to an arrangement the sole 
argument on behalf of which is that it exists.

In the earliest stages of civilisation ethics is naturally 
and inevitably overshadowed by religion. One might say 
that at the beginning of civilisation ethics as an inde
pendent science did not exist, being then swallowed up 
in religion. The great fact about the life of primitive 
man— the fact that was always pressing upon him with 
irresistible force— was theexistenceof multitudesof super
natural beings whose anger had to be appeased, or their 
vindictiveness had to be averted. To gain the favor of 
these beings is the great problem of primitive man ; and, 
as the lives of existing savages show, there is hardly an 
action that can be performed without reference to their 
existence. It is only very gradually, as knowledge 
accumulates and superstition as a result declines,
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that ethical precepts disentangle themselves from 
their religious connection, and assert an independent 
existence. And not only does ethics establish an inde
pendent existence, but, from the position of a subordinate, 
it assumes that of a superior, and in turn criticises and 
condemns its old-time mistress. There is nothing more 
striking or significant of the change that has come over 
the world than the fact that, whereas in past times all 
questions of ethics were brought before the bar of 
religion, nowadays all views of religion seek a certifi
cate of worth at the court of morals. It is pretty certain 
that a feeling of moral disgust had far more to do with 
banishing the belief in hell fire from educated society than 
the fact that its existence had not been proven. The 
majority of believers neither accept their creed because 
they have had verifiable proofs of its truthfulness, nor 
give it up if it is shown that it is not supported by 
facts. But while people may give a formal assent to a 
belief that has no intellectual justification, once rouse 
their moral susceptibilities to the point of recognising 
its repulsive features, and its days are numbered. 
Earlier generations of Christians, it is certain, would 
have stood aghast at the sight of clergymen founding 
their acceptance or rejection of certain forms of Chris
tianity on the grounds of their morality or immorality. 
To them it would have been enough that it was “ real 
religion,” and, if that differed from people’s ideas of 
right and wrong, so much the worse for their ideas.

Not that the change is even now quite complete. 
Comparatively, the number of writers on ethics who 
are strong enough to altogether exclude religion from 
their works are few ; the majority still seek to effect a 
compromise between the two, even while demonstrating 
the uselessness, if not the danger, of the association. Yet 
in this matter there is surely no room for compromise. 
Morality either is or is not independent, in its essential 
nature, of religion ; there does not seem to me to be any 
half-course possible ; and those who believe that it is 
should surely emphasize their belief by insisting that a 
sound code of ethics can be built up only on a founda
tion of scientific fact, and not upon man’s yearnings or 
beliefs concerning some future state of existence.

Historically the identification of morals with, or even 
the control of morals by, religion has always been pro
ductive of disastrous results. There is not a single 
period from the earliest times until to-day, or a state 
of society from the most savage to the most civilised, 
where religious interference in matters of ethics has not 
made for evil. Individually it has made for both a 
narrowing and an exaggeration of character. Not 
only has it branded as grave crimes offences of a 
trivial or doubtful nature and passed over in silence 
evils that might well have called down the severest 
condemnation, thus distorting and confusing man’s sense 
of right and wrong, but, by the exclusive spirit it has 
fostered, has always so contracted the range of human 
sympathy as to act as a constant check on that enlarge
ment of character which is the real guarantee of per
manent progress.

And, socially, it has fostered a type of mind that has 
been far from desirable. Francis Galton has pointed 
out clearly enough that the characteristic feature of the 
religiously moral man is emotional instability. He is 
liable to variations from extreme vice to extreme virtue 
— that is, if one is warranted in giving the name 
“ virtuous ” to a character that can only be restrained 
from rushing in an opposite direction by a burst of 
emotional extravagance. One need only study the 
development of such bodies as the Salvation Army or 
the different evangelical movements that spring up 
from time to time, note the extravagance of asceticism 
one moment, and the reaction in the shape of “ back
sliders ” the next, to find ample justification of Galton’s 
generalisation. On a general scale we see this type of 
mind expressing itself in frenzied outbursts that are as 
useless as they are impermanent ; shrieking for war 
with France at the same time that it advocates the 
cessation of war altogether, or clamoring for legislation 
against this or that evil without ever trying to determine 
whether the evil to be removed is a cause of social 
disease or merely a symptom of its presence ; always 
selling itself to the passion of the moment, drowning all 
rational advice by the noise of its own hysterical bellow- 
ings ; and impotent to understand the public mind, and 
equally incapable of guiding its decisions. And when
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one adds to the type of character that religi°n
tendst

breed, the absolute misdirection of human et!eS e"’’ 
has been guilty of in the shape of witch-burnnv j 
baiting, heresy-hunting, and persecution genera ¡.̂ eVi(

on

world has been more than counterbalanced by

not think it can be seriously questioned that $ 
good religion may possibly have conferred

it has certainly inflicted.
That people usually clothe their moral asp>râ  

beliefs in religious forms need not surprise us. ^ 
be surprising were it otherwise, and the p*1® |ik-'
admits of an easy explanation. Every cŝ '. . . . . .  f the P°every individual, can only exist in virtue ot u .̂ (inci
sion of certain fundamental instincts. These ]e ftf 
may be expressed in various ways, as the st s|t-j 
existence may show itself here as a contest o V ^  
strength, or there as a contest for commercial sup  ̂ eV;
but, however disguised they may be, they __ 
present. But superimposed upon these instin ^  # 
number of beliefs, held more or less fi 
result that these fundamental social >r 
expressed more often in terms of acquiredini
in terms of their own organic character. , 

Everyone feels the necessity of living, 311 ^  ¡¡P 
finds it necessary to follow substantially ye jii 
methods of perpetuating their existence- 
wander a little off the main track, but ther® .̂  ̂¿if- 
limit set to our deviations, and nature ŷe  ̂
penalties for any wandering “ out of bounds- ¡¡f‘
all fed with the same foods and killed ‘3'jr)j0[1s fly 
poisons, no matter what our speculative op ¡̂j 
be. But while, fundamentally, we must iea r e < i  
same rules of life, we do not express the ^uS 
our so doing in an identical manner. 1 p duk'. 
the ancient Roman clothed his conceptio11 QbS: 
the form of loyalty to the State, the moder ^ K 
in the form of belief in God, and the h'-p.i
in the form of submission to some abstract sl)per 

The scientific student goes beyond thes ^  pd-t. 
statements, and, with the evolutional pt°^ 
in his mind, points out that the underlyin-^e)i]; , 
fundamental moral actions is that withou 
existence would be altogether impossible- 
obligation towards others is as much 3 e3Cjst 
social existence as respiration is of inch"“v i d o ^ J *
Just as, in describing physiological lawSj^^^ub;,
down the conditions of individual life, s° ..',0s 5|ii: 
moral laws we are indicating the condì . (̂¡tiC^y 
life. Whether a man clothe these socia 1 .g put  ̂
religious, a patriotic, or a scientific f°rrlj uCatii,I1(]1d, 
question of culture ; time, place, and ® ,p
determine this much, but no education, ^  or _l(y 
it may pervert, can ever destroy our s jr eSy; 
instincts, for the reason that they are, 111 jjtio115 Jiti*' 
the generalised statement of those AP̂ »'
which human life is possible and profit3 ^ cbS\t:\ 
revolution does not destroy society, it 0
form ; and a religious revolution, a_cha
that will lead to people regarding relig101̂  0n 1) 
dangerous, cannot destroy morals ; it c.-ftete<,te pe*?. 
the form of their expression, or create a ch  ̂ p̂ r f 
of the value of particular qualities ; :,1' L 
convinced that such a change can on y q L
provement all round.
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Practical Christianity,”  and a Christian
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Xed un lmPose upon the public. 
Sottish £ ’? an°ther guise
S ’s

letting his
— ............................. j  y —

strongly censured Owen for
The question 

connection with theo . ;— '™ u yuise in connection wun tne 
°cialists. When the Edinburgh converts to

new s — .................................... &
alCon

i, ,tiously Indicated their attitude in this way :—

v'ews applied for admission as a branch ot the 
nmunity Society of Rational Religionists,” 
indicated their attitude in this way :—• 

associaJW  tbc °bject;s for which we seek to be
“ W,

■ *°suciat j ~ . ~ uujccis ior which we seeit to De 
and not-i W,ab y °u as strictly o f a moral and economical, 
c°Iiisionat a1/ ol a theological, character, as involving no

So r, W|tn the different religions o f mankind, except 
... ,Idr as ---- ... - • • ■ ’mental1 f &S. these religions are opposed to the funda-

assuminea H °1' our system...... In other words, by
lot intend + ?ame Rational Religionists, we do

rein

-- ---------- ---- p
'nlv *l‘Lena to found or to form a religious sect, out
elio-i ° declare that we consider the public or professed i  S.'.on of this

Peculiaritv ’-"-’oicty, in so lar as it lays claim 
ln the to c°nsist in the pursuit o f knowledge 

X  ea„ L ana practice o f goodness ill all its forms

Society, in so far as it lays claim to any'nii • cl_........ .»j r 1 1 i %

can
iand 

see the
practice of goodness in all its forms.”

and

Th,

W j . " * L‘ie H'ngerly and ddicat between a
Owenites tried to effec f̂P^ cular reform, 

gieal system and a program und of social
atni. an.ted to make out that, on th g  ofr\cally unite.
.J '  rat'0n, all parties and priests could logwa .(L «they g a v e  n
^ysaid^.^concrete case. “ Many of the'applicants,7 ’ 

ln the pru • {lr‘sttans from sincere conviction. They 
¡Xce t0 pr'pl®.s °f the Society nothing but an attemptu«f(0rtui
«Olry 0:

„ , -- ~ WVblliUg out 1*11 n iio iiipt
na.tely tf1CtlCe tbe rel*g>°n of Jesus Christ, which, 
n«i .. 0r the world, have hitherto existed inI - Only " 'T'R* ” WUM) n ave iiicuciLU CAiaicu ill

5 X t  lec,, *bls was almost another way of suggest- 
at n s of Nazareth was the first Owenite, orWac —

lQat n . uwen
O ^ i S C 8 |ln early Christian. But, if there was 
0  s Public H ihere. was a bis  one) with regard to 
they «< lbe PnrvHe ,̂arati°ns of unbelief in the orthodox

«h,

b, in me uimouox
------ 1Jl oM t by affirming that“ -.c good Scots got out ot > . opinions,

tier' mbraced neither Mr. Owen s re g  »» And

- was °f any ° tber man w h O w e n  himself made au effn i-S one occasion on which U Tulv, 18391
k. u l l t0 »PP«r „ ,» 0  or loss ?=“.ttf V , s l U a f e  ” - a
?r°"0 I t  l n. address to his ‘ Social 1 ieorge Jacob 
HoWq , lch included the now venera (l. .  u W\U no

re- tn this address he observe • contend
V'th HiJ^ ,!'• .advantageous or necessary .......you

best rebgi°us prejudices of the o 1 forced into 
hum?Vercome the errors that have been fo ce

tvC  t \ m'lnd by mildly and calmly 
. The ,rUtbs before them”
l>nuU.°Unsel -'t.

¡'Vaa hirnSgif ^c°ts> it was impossible to follow 
impossible. At a meeting 

htry derates’of° n August 2I, 1817, Owen burst all 
^H(ls j d City m?°„n,Ventionalism, and astonished the

theV3s .not followed, and, in spite of the

 ̂ t ÎLV - --UHU uomuuxivvi me
e'v tel1 ypu -frcbants by this declamation : “ My 
J 11 know;,,lat b‘therto you have been prevented 

b- ' S°fthee°r^ g w h a t  happiness really is, solely by 
h tba r ' gross errors— that have been coin-
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e P°cr'it0 I, fariou« Ù- bas been made a weak imbecile
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sy^ble beh,!^0 •tbe m°st inconsistent and the
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miserable, --othli-, ^0t and fanatic, or a 
Sgle 0ut q S could be plainer. Nor could the 

to- i l  , 'ven’s . e dilemma by asserting that they
nf>et|w Prions mi1111 system, and not his anti-theo- 
''tim.b. Oi,..' T h- ‘

b,̂Caa‘un 
^ * 0 1

sai i° tVVo dements were 
1 ysteiii °Yer and over ag; 

2 "'as thRaS le embodiment of)PQ..‘ 'C

bound up 
over again that his 

his Rational’*e - hii • th« € — •Mvuuiivm yj r mo i\ativimi
w W  Previ0u bunder of both ; he founded both 
'Of 1'ke - ? f  con re Î'gions had failed to regenerate 
' Kee"er l^'ght fhe priests saw the point with,nsight-^C^’her̂ eught-

p'i h, '
" s i t i l o lhe cleCiU'er 111 lbe world than the priest, 

ì  B rin d i^ . ‘Challenged the Owenites. The

en. heresy is in question there is
%

J. , io .

^ elv1!.°ther̂ 0.rds was^!. rî.ta.clt made upon Owen in

rl k the’ ° rindlev , al,enged
I.6r&-,, reforR. . y ’ Who went ,1,

The
j,"rgy Türmer ’ >v 110 went up and down the land 
tn„. 1 Ibg n r ; i .was chiefly aided and abetted by

ur„ -MJH „ - . niaue upon ctvven in
X J  s'de u as by Bishop Philpotts, of Exeter.
X h nt reliU?d article editor of the New .Von,l World 

X  ¡l>l0n. 1 Y  which satirized and criticized the
1 givSl&r>ifi ri'al fCl } °  tahe a random example : 1 

Vesan ^ atlyhf°ar X b ruary ,,  ,840, and find a
Cc°Unt 0l- A People without a Religion.” 

a hutch missionary’s conversa

tions with certain natives of the Arru Islands in Malaysia. 
The missionary and the Arafuras had a conference on 
theology, and the missionary endeavored to explain the 
existence and providence of God. Where, asked one of 
the natives, did this all-ruling Being live ? Everywhere, 
the Dutchman replied. The Arafura mused awhile and 
said : “ Then this God is certainly in your arrack, for I 
never feel happier than when I have drunk plenty of it.” 
Such anecdotes are quoted with evident appreciation 
by the writer in the New Moral World, and he empha
sizes the fact that those untheological natives live in 
mutual peace without the stimulus of Heaven or Hell. 
As I Said, this is quite a random example. Continually, 
one finds the Socialist propagandists running counter 
to the popular religion on problems of poverty, marriage, 
free-will, etc. The Bible is not directly attacked, but 
it is never appealed to as an authority, and its admirers 
are the butt of constant sarcasm.

I refer to these experiences of the Owenites because 
they have a bearing upon the policy of social reformers 
of the present generation. It is not possible to be neutral 
towards theology. W e must either declare for or against 
it. If we are sceptics, we must in som ew ay or other 
display our scepticism, or else be in danger of never- 
ending suspicion and recrimination. The secular view 
of life cannot be reconciled with the supernatural. A 
man cannot split his soul in halves. He cannot devote 
part of his convictions to God, and another part to a 
scheme of life which excludes God. If a man is a sincere 
Theist, he cannot make God wait in an ante-room while 
he and his friends solve social problems. If God is 
effectively our parent and ruler and friend, he must 
inspire and direct all our politics, all our education, all 
our ethics. But if we can dispense with God in the 
temperance question, or the housing-of-the-poor ques
tion, we can dispense with him in all departments of life 
and thought. In any case, each man who takes part in 
public reforms ought to make his position clear. He 
ought to say whether or not he believes in God and 
depends on-God. I recognise that social reformers who 
happen to be Atheists or Agnostics need not always be 
making onslaughts on the Bible or theology, and they 
need not do so often. But, from time to time, in some 
mode or other, every Rationalist worker for social pro
gress is bound to deny his connection with supernatural 
religion. He ought to do that as a man of honor. He 
ought also to do it if he wishes to succeed.

F. J. G o u l d .

An “ All-Fools’ ” Act of Parliament.

It is not often a nation is provided with the spectacle of 
a First of April practical joke played by a Government 
on a large, influential, and respectable body of its most 
ardent supporters ; yet that is what we beheld on last 
All-Fools’ Day. Our readers will remember that at the 
end of the last session of Parliament the Government 
carried through Mr. Perks’s measure for the attendance 
of registrars at marriages celebrated in Nonconformist 
buildings registered for religious worship. The object 
of the Bill is to provide persons who shall be in Non
conformist chapels in the same legal position in regard 
to the duties of registering marriages, and the custody 
of the marriage register books, as the vicars of Anglican 
Churches. It requires what it calls an “ authorised 
person ” to be appointed by the trustees or governors of 
Nonconformist registered buildings, and these trustees 
or governors have to send a certificate containing the 
name and address of this person to the Registrar- 
General,'and the Superintendent-Registrar of the district 
in which the building stands.

For some reason, only to be guessed at, the Roman 
Catholic clergy were dissatisfied with this, and the repre
sentative of the Catholic Church, Mr. A. O ’Connor, repu
diated any parallel between his Church and Nonconformity, 
and in its name rejected the word “ Nonconformist ” 
altogether. And, after declaring that the wrongs of 
his Church require a new Disabilities Bill, he introduced 
an amendment providing that “ For the purposes of the 
Act, as applied to Roman Catholic registered buildings, 
the word ‘ trustee,’ or ‘ governing body,’ shall include 
the bishop or vicar-general of the diocese.” The obvious 
intention of this is to take the whole matter out of the
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hands of the laymen, whose money supports the chapels, 
out of the hands of the owners of private chapels, and of 
the monks, friars, nuns, sisters of charity, and other 
religious bodies whose chapels are also used for public 
worship, and put the appointment in the hands of the 
bishop, without whose official signature no “ authorised 
person,”  or registrar, will be legally appointed. The 
Government accepted the amendment, and it was carried 
nem con. W hether it then struck it to make it opera
tive on the First of April, or adopted that day for other 
reasons, the fixing that date put emphasis on the accept
ance of this provision.

The “ authorised person ” is to be appointed by the 
bishop or the vicar-general “ of the diocese.” It is 
strange that no one may be credited with remembering 
that there are dioceses and dioceses ; yet no fact is more 
open. The question is, W hat dioceses can be legislated 
for, or be mentioned, in an Act of Parliament ? Un
doubtedly it will be claimed that the Roman Catholic 
bishops of their dioceses will be empowered by the A c t ; 
but, unfortunately for the Roman Catholic Church, the 
law of this country has a very great deal to say on the 
matter of Roman Catholic dioceses. The last Act of 
Parliament dealing with the question, the Act of 1871, 
which repealed the “ Ecclesiastical Titles A c t” of 1851, 
most explicitly declares that “ no ecclesiastical title or 
dignity derived from any city, town, place, or territory 
within this realm can be validly created, nor can any 
pre-eminence or coercive power be conferred otherwise 
than under the authority, and by the favor of, Her 
Majesty, and according to the laws of this realm ” ; and 
that nothing in it “ shall be deemed in any way to 
authorise or sanction the conferring of any rank, title, 
authority, or jurisdiction on, or over, any subject of this 
realm by any person or persons in or out of this realm 
other than the Sovereign thereof.” This should be 
sufficient to settle the question, and to prove that 
neither Roman Catholic bishops, nor their vicars- 
general, can act under this innocent little clause. But 
English law is made to be disputed, and no one will 
dream that the plain language of this Act will be 
accepted by those who have such great interests to 
reap from the cleft in the English law to be started by 
the wedge of this modest little section. Here is an Act 
which repeals an A c t ; the whole matter is, therefore, 
ended in the popular estimation, notwithstanding its 
Delphic character.

But, again, it is unfortunate for the Roman Church of 
to-day, in England, that her existence here is declared 
illegal, her titles treasonable, and her dioceses 
fictions, by a long chain of Acts which are most 
emphatically not repealed. By the Act of August 18, 
1846, 9 & 10 Vic., c. 59, it is declared illegal to bring 
into the country, or put in execution, any kind of 
document, either printed or written, from the Pope or 
See of Rome, and that, except for the penalties, the law 
shall continue the same. It, with this exception, re
enacts a law of the thirteenth year of Queen Elizabeth, 
which says “ the bringing of any bull, writing, or 
instrument, written or printed, containing any thing, 
matter, or cause whatever, or shall publish, or by any 
ways, or means, put in use any such document, then 
every such Act shall be deemed and adjudged to be 
high treason. The same was enacted in Acts from the 
Act of Provision passed by Edward III., when, by 
the battle of Cressy, he had destroyed the power of the 
French King, which the Popes had held suspended as a 
sword of Damocles over this country— on to those with 
which Henry V III. and Edward VI. finally broke from 
the See of Rome.

W ith all these laws in existence, the only bishop who 
can be empowered by an Act of Parliament,- and the 
only diocese which can be recognised in one, is the 
diocese and the bishop of the Established Church ; for, 
without having obtained bulls, briefs, rescripts, letters, 
apostolical, or some writings or instruments, printed or 
written, as the Act puts it, from the Pope or See of Rome, 
Roman Catholic bishops would have no authority in 
their Church, or be even in existence as bishops ; there
fore, from the First of April— from last All Fools’ Day 
— the bishops of the Protestant Established Church will 
be ex-officio trustees and governors of the Roman 
Catholic chapels in their dioceses, and no authorised 
person’s appointmentwill be valid without their signature 
to the certificates sent to the Registrar-General.

This is the monstrous joke, the humorous aPP01l!j m 
..............  •* -------t o f tn!, ¡f

oubt

this is by any means the only April fooling ¡n l*’e
- - * • « • ../»ti1

1 Ills is m e m u iisiiu u s m*, ---------- ----
of the- First of April for the commencement 
has given the world. "  ' "

>. ,.,v „V........-----  U[ful l1
But it is extremely y:.

Iris b££C
The word “ lawful ” in the marriage vow 11 d 
omitted for Roman Catholics at their sugije ^  
Marriages with deceased wives’ sisters, of uac ^  
nieces, of other near relatives, and . ^̂ tict 
marriages with servants, are permitted by dispe 
in the Roman Church, and recognised by *ts P ^  
No sane man will suppose the omission of 1 e bj 
“ lawful ” will make them legal ; but it will s£ jji 
allowing the persons who contract them to g° 
the ordinary ceremony, to tranquillise them an 
the impression that they are legally married.

The only way this error can be rectified is git*
the clause altogether, for it is impossible
power to men whose existence as officials '‘ A,, l’.'
declared illegal, null and void, and even treaso* * ,k
a dozen Acts of Parliament. Most empbatlC< .¡^■ <-- in»1 .
word “ lawful ” should be restored to the acle" law lu l" shouiu oe restoreu lu —- 
vow ; and the nation will be spared the spe a' 
practical jokes, calculated to produce unimag1Iia

d

sequences. .
It will be well for Nonconformist sects to e*a 

\ct to see no All Fools’ ioke has been played 1,1•_4-£*n

i irli11?

itedind that, instead ot being emancip»1-*'-_ Dt,.-
indignity, they have put the first link of the - ‘ ^¡j > 
an their limbs. The trustees of chapels unT w e 
have to appoint a State official, and another - 1 j uty i'. 
I'hc Registrar-General will have the power an  ̂ fyb 
examine the structure of the chapels, and sCa‘ 
marriages in them at his discretion ; m°rc0>'rf0rmaI’j’ 
of charges are fixed by Parliament for the P®j. ror ' 
of religious observances, and for certain uses  ̂
of the chapel. .¡0n |ri’ ;

The Jews and Quakers have also an ®xen’P¡Jch ̂  
being provided with the printed instructions ' 
to be given by the Registrar to the parties 0 )Vil̂ | 
in other religious bodies— a very equivoca ipjpt 
and one most fit to come into operation on 
April. They are excluded from the Act 
but how far that is wise must be left v̂jse. 
determine. Perhaps, as the Act stands, A lS

Acid Drops.
—

“  D a m n  h im  a t  a  v e n tu re ,”  sa id  C h a rle s  L a '!'|K>r ^ ¡i '
la d y  w h o  p estered  h im  w ith  fu lso m e  p ra ises 01
minister. What the great humorist said unde ^ «lA,)?
su m s up the g e n e r a l p o licy  o f  c le r ic a ls  in regam  jr-'
d is lik e  a n d  w a n t to  h a v e  su p p re sse d . S o m e  t"  -̂itn
Dooley, at West Ham, denounced the Freethi’1 [l0t "V i>'
virulence, and afterwards confessed that he .h,a pifltfaP'
Later the Bishop of W akefield denounced , pad
play without knowing any more about it than * uC cK .
from the newspapers. Now we have Cardinal iy
ing Mr. Yeats’s play merely on the strength o*jj, ’ /
about it in a hostile pamphlet bv Mr. O’Do 0r»l
striking similarity there is in the mental and
of these men of God. 1----  , iette( F¿celled |L .1 pe

Mrs. Frederick Ryan contributes an exC®V'ct Û î j P’j 
Irish Daily Independent on this subject.

v. ,ĉ ->f .¡¡Il̂ ,
/

“ get out of this stifling atmosphere of r<̂ tr[(S 
insincere bigotry. Let us claim for Mr. » e‘ 0n 
claim it for himself—his full right, i° .c.0' V 11 
other man’s, to the free expression ot h‘S g[ .1 
fifty newspaper theologians denounced bin’
‘ Catholic divines ’ howled their anathemas. ¡g|i J ■■

The Daily Nation wants to know what arc V jti’C 
of Mr. Yeats’s play. “ Will it teach us, .il!’|jcr, 
love and trust God, to reverence God’s gud1 
religion, to practise any Christian virtue • tj, W*¿it J  
cism amongst Irish Catholics ! What on c fS 
to do with God, or with that still greajj® Jr set1’
Mother? 
where ?

Who wants pulpits on the stagc J -
•cot1 ,!,v *? K

.f]
r The Battersea Vestry has resolved to d  
Telegraph and Daily Mail on account of m ĝny  
We expected to see both papers stopped "p ;ly.  ̂
they came out as usual on the next Lord s • a „

—  , 11
The deputation that waited on the Hon’ ¡̂jp«

1 h is  a ss is ta n c e  in p u tt in g  d o w n  S u n d a y  ,)C
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;'!r- John
caus*s máltê íí15 and.Hie Rev. Hugh Price Hughes. Bad

issM dePutation

us acquainted with strange companions, John.

Passed
ten ;i and . suggested that local bye-laws might be 

a.m, sanctioned prohibiting the sale of papers after 
Possess., lol Uo ays‘ ideas of liberty these people

s (if1! urns’ at any rate, ought to know better.Th,ç, „ r  1  w) c m  y  i a i c ,  u u g m  lc» iv t iu v v  u t u t t .

¡•<ltUrday n* 1 ‘lard-worked people go to rest very tired on 
' rtT '0,1krer th and ta'ic advantage of Sunday morning 1•itl;r**i ‘OtiP-pr ft; — ~ ciuvciniii^e ui ounucty uiuruing to
ob||ge these u-an lIsual in bed- Why should they get up to 
together? ,g°tsi or else go without their Sunday paper

The f
*!"■ ' Point of'2 lat r° r̂csb legislation is necessary, even from 

Papers is u" ° j  be higots themselves. The sale of Sun- 
' . Mere and tfad  ̂illegal under the famous Act of Charles 

Si’ilstneWsb0 lere attempts have been made to enforce it 
nse have an. newsvendors, but freedom and common 
... ays triumphed in the end.
oir ___¿ lJ,pathisedĈ ';i,VV ‘!ite htidicy told the deputation that he ftrf11 ‘n favnr V . " I ’ hut he held out no hope of Icgis- L  °Ct'y foolish ° . their object. One of his remarks was
1 SllpK .. 5|1- H p  e o ! , l  t k . , 1. i l ___  ___  44 . . ___1. 1? . 1 . . . . . . . .  J^,s,ufch nevvsn-I’ sa*d that there was “ no public demand 

C . n° t b e T S ’ , Ifthat were true, “ such newspapers ” 
dt. 'v°ulcl be n,,-(1S l?d. ’ moreover, the anxiety of the deputa- 

for SycJ e_ridiculous. The clericals know there is a
newspapers. That is why they are so

Ä £ “g> s has 
>0cietv '

Of

s, :g at a la? been displaying his usual accuracy, 
he triad °* the Wesleyan Methodist Missionary

Pr°nint . „ V  statement about the Telegraph which led
•nfo,

did the e. niad(r “ a groundless statement.” Yes, 
clierU ’t°nly there 1111C tb‘nS with regard to the Atheist Slioe- 
--as;'° llake if, ere no solicitors, representing a wealthy 

°n' He h-i i  l e' erend gentleman climb down on that 
A U t0 he pulled down

> i t s
Mr 1 »-s*:erh letter from that journal’s solicitors, 
s ” haj U_ e? climbed, down immediately. His

h, |i the Co>We//aiLcaHed William Simpson writes a ong 
Sl°ry r.fiPake fuii„ ^hronicle, in which he tries to show that 
ev«r sl, ’.eAthei.V 'mdicated the Rev. Hugh Price Hughes’s 

ĉalka ‘Puslv cnn hoemaker. This pious gentleman, how- 
"theist .  ,nvestip-ai ea s the fact that, after Mr. Holyoake’s 
k their’^makew 10r ’ ^ r‘ l 'oote discovered the alleged 
.> th , a.uthoritvs. tunu'y at Northampton, and was able 
, tism .’ 'ncludin  ̂ ueny nine-tenths of Mr. Hughes’s 
,W * n d  conv,5 ■ tle whole fable of the Shoemaker’s 
b  With, featu?e of°"tr which- of. course, was the only
i, letlds , dra'vn *b ,tho story. Since then Mr. Hughes
^ .fay are 1] - ■ - •

• S w V a ?  i S n f T S
thousan,! SUr?’ °t" which considerably more thantlQUsand 1̂̂ ’ ot " ’Inch considerably___  __

it ¡^° it C0Pies were circulated some years ago.

(pC,Sl°rvJo(-rAn‘l'l1t ’ Mo your very best; remember 
iPPoin̂ r«"-«. £  of God.” Thus, according to the Com-[iwin, yna ■ viou.

">ll>ent l geat o ? t an assi.st‘ ̂ •oftlinc , . ia,u superintendent to a newly
%v°ultl oniv â .Ya^°n Army Life Assurance Society,

niy «pou it.
jjfariy kreat g pur ___
t k b l n ’,000 beiiln'i S, hcother, recently deceased, has left 

nc*lle. ttocantl, r m’ Wu suppose he is now doing 
!ju eye. c leat ol the camel who crept through

•ovc 0 ,
•CP1 rejc an°H*er ! “ To-day,” says a writer i

veins ,nS any n c l,ld Hie Christian Churches in th

--------------m "  ■

in
J H(|V « -**'■ ' V̂ lll 1011(41 1 VHU1V11VO its the

0 matter ifS0,\?r persons with African blood in
b er now little.*»«Vf“

«̂n'rot'l0'i
it ‘h;

li *tl?',J? phurcli lrfCU,ills l0 he the idea of some clergy 
'Vou, , y b0 Uisom|Ug lt to he disestablished. Yes, bui 

dn’t thevnîîs, and °W0d- What these gentlemen wan, 
|,. • bke t0 yre P.Cr*cct freedom to expend them

• 1 LI t“ LJ,
hononÎJ11011̂ 8» St. Thomas’s Rectory,

th a5Ue* It^ secretary to the Churchman’s [ne pc * Useomef. 1.A1. *i . . ...
but
ant

$0r: Qui)\ ^enten̂ lesentcJ the Queen at the Religious
an?re mclin!?’ w l̂c  ̂ was celebrated at Exeter 

S Pubi;.. princes r*? spiteful, we should wish that 
1} hr0v- a^°ns. s Kristian might have to read the

" «  RW. ,'VaS

Si?.11«

: bil> b^L^rnt. „and St. John’s Church,

W . ,

Setued by t°£ n- rilc damage is '̂30,000. 
3 u‘c responsible party ?

..c°ii(iû en foundin'. ,̂undell, rector of Wakerley, 
4S •ryiil' The Hie Consistory Court guilty of 

" & rend gentleman’s defence was 
m a person of the opposite sex.

The Rev. W. H. Bath, of Charney, near Wantage, Berks, 
committed suicide by cutting his throat. There is no moral, 
though there would have been had a Secular lecturer wielded 
the razor in that fashion.

“ May God bless one and all ” was the last prayer of Charles 
Curry for his family before committing suicide at 29 Thornton- 
hill, Wimbledon. Not an Atheist, this, Mr. Talmage.

Warrants have been issued for the arrest of some Christian 
Scientists in New York, in consequence of the deaths of 
certain of their patients, who refused medical treatment. 
A great deal is heard about Christian Science from ortho
dox platforms, but reducing it to practice is becoming almost 
a hanging matter, and that too in Christian countries.

The Rev. Dr. Linklater, preaching at St. Michael’s, High- 
gate, made a powerful appeal on behalf of the Bishop of 
London’s fund. He begged the congregation to give accord
ing to their wealth, and appealed to them not to put 
“ miserable sixpences ” in the collection-box. One member 
of the congregation was a little boy, who had a penny to put 
in for himself and sixpence for his mother, who was unable 
to attend. Naturally he dropped his penny into the box, and 
took the “ miserable sixpence ” home again to his mother.

Sudden Death in a Secular Hall— no, no, we beg pardon, 
in a Baptist chapel. On Sunday morning the Rev. Henry 
Lewis dropped dead in the Baptist chapel at Chelmsford. 
After the body was removed the congregation held a thanks
giving service. Stop, stop ! We are getting frightfully mixed 
over this affair. We mean a prayer meeting.

Sarah Grand, the novelist, as we mentioned some time ago, 
has become a sort of Theosophist. It doesn’t matter very 
much, but many unimportant things get printed. We hear 
that the lady’s new story will bear the title of Petticoats. 
Perhaps she will follow it up with another entitleo Trousers.

“ Byways of Belief” are being worked by the Daily News 
for “ Home Reading ” on Saturdays. The reporter’s last 
excursion was amongst the Peculiar People. “ They are all 
very simple, but they are good and sincere, and they act up 
to their religion at all costs.” That seems to be the general 
view he takes of this little community. We presume we 
must take it that the generality of Christians are neither 
“ simple ” nor “ good and sincere.”

We were not aware that it is possible to libel a whole com
munity. Morally it is possible, of course, but we did not 
know it was so legally. Bishop Tugwell, however, is being 
prosecuted by the Europeans at Lagos for declaring that 
seventy-five per cent, of the deaths among Europeans on the 
West Coast of Africa are due to drunkenness. The Bishop 
has been committed for trial and admitted to bail. It may. 
be unfortunate for him that he cannot subpoena the dead as 
witnesses.

“ Carlyle Secundus ” writes as follows in Daylight 
(Norwich) :—“ From what I can gather there is quite a fever 
just now for getting new reading matter into the Free 
Library. In addition to the Secularists, the Socialists, and 
the Anti-Vivisectionists, the Roman Catholics are anxious to 
have some of their journals more widely read. This has set 
up the.backs of the. Nonconformists, who, from what I can 
gather* would just as soon see Freethought literature in the 
Free Library as Roman Catholic. In fact, in certain quarters 
it is broadly stated by members of the Committee that the 
Roman Catholic journals shall not be admitted unless the 
same privilege is given to the Freethinkers. There is likely 
to be a lively meeting when next the Free Library Committee 
are called together. I shall have to keep my eye on these 
gentlemen for a few weeks.”

The great little John Kensit has a whole page advertise
ment in the Rock. It is headed “ The Kensit Crusade : 
Earnest Appeal for ,£10,000 Annually.” Honest John wants 
that sum to send forth a hundred young men, selected by him
self, as Wickliffe Preachers against the High Church. “ At first 
sight,” he allows, “ this may seem a large sum,” but it looks a 
mere trille when gazed at all round. “ We leave the matter 
in the Lord’s hands,” he says ; but he doesn’t mean that too 
literally, for he states that three gentlemen and two ladies have 
promised ^'100 each providing ninety-five others will do the 
same. Honest John has been asking for that ¿(10,000 for a 
long while, and, judging by this Rock advertisement, he 
hasn’t made much real progress.

In Kensal New Town last Sunday afternoon the Roman 
Catholics saw fit to turn the district into a church for their 
amusement, and hold a perambulating service for a couple 
of hours—a proceeding which is unlawful, and renders the 
seven or eight clergymen who took part in it liable to a fine 
of a hundred pounds each. __

If it is necessary for Romanists to turn their churches out 
into the street and exhibit their idols, so to speak, gratis, let



T H E  FR E ET H IN K ER .
328

M a y

them by all means ; it is only the same procedure as that of 
the Salvation Army; but let them break the law at their own 
risk, or agitate for liberty, and wait.

The procession showed some significant indications. It 
was poor, frowsy, and in wretched taste. The idols were 
absurd, and one utterly comic. The priests wore soiled linen, 
and the incense pot before the idol of Jesus was filthy dirty. 
Thtre was altogether an absence of the reality one sees in 
Continental Catholicism ; some of the acolytes were not far 
from giggling, some of the virgins were nearer seventy than 
seventeen. Some of the officiants wore the violet cassocks of 
prelates, and the little boys had huge white badges with a 
spot in the centre, like shooting targets, pinned to their 
surplices ; which were decidedly more humorous than im
pressive.

hold it. And then another whale----- Good God
stop ! There are madmen enough already.

Jesus Christ talking Lowland Scotch is certainly a -. g 
The New Testament has been translated into that 1* 
the Rev. W. W. Smith, and here is a sample of it, tal'e , 
the Parable of the Sower in the thirteenth of Mattbe •

cuIfiO*
b)’

The people bore the hustling of the police and watched the 
procession quietly, but absolutely without sympathy, and with 
just that amount of awakening interest which a very little 
would turn to violent opposition. Were a Kensitite fanatic to 
stir up a “ No Popery ’’excitement, there would be outrages and 
martyrdoms, which the utterly inadequate handful of Irish 
policemen on duty would be powerless to prevent.

i rabiesC : À“ 3. And He spak mony things till them in paraf 
quo’ He : Tak tent; the sawer gaed oot to saw. t|]C ft- 

“ 4. And in his sawin’ a neiffu’ was miscuisten on 
road, and eaten up wi’ the birdies. , aSiii"P!

“ 5. Some fell on the stanerie bits, whaur the yird 
and it braidit bonnie, for the rnool was thin.  ̂ li>r

“ 6. And whan the sun raise heigh, it brist’l UP > 
that it had nae rute, it dwined awa’.”

a»“
a thorough-going Chris^ 
Miller, of the Salvationen-

We like to hear of 
Evangelist William F.
Williamsburg (U.S.A.), seems to an;>v»~. — vlaĉ  
He has been committed to gaol for-failing t° Pr0 [foat ̂  
bond of over two hundred dollars as a guaranty sUpp°r1,

answer the of9

Mr. Joseph Collinson, on behalf of the Humane Diet Com
mittee of the Humanitarian League, sends us a copy of a 
circular protest against the cruelty of the Jewish system of 
slaughtering animals. That system would not be permitted 
in ordinary slaughter-houses, but it is tolerated in deference to 
the “ religious susceptibilities ” of the chosen people, who are 
supposed to eat and drink according to the express instruc
tions of Jehovah.

would pay his wife four dollars a week for 0Itl 
- - • • • • ■ that tne ^

ll9J 
Lord t”

Mr. Oswald Simon, the Chronicle says, has addressed a 
letter to Sir John Kennaway, protesting against the expen
diture of ¿¿38,000 in Converting twenty-eight more or less 
mythical Jews to a doubtful Christianity. It is well known 
that the Jews who do allow themselves to be converted are 
always obscure and generally needy. Probably this explains 
the expensiveness of their conversion.

The Rev. Thomas Waugh, secretary of the National 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children, had the 
honesty to recant his statement that working-class Secu
larists were the worst ill-users of their offspring. A more 
infamous falsehood was never uttered ; and it is ridiculous 
as well as infamous, for Secularists are, if anything, rather 
prone to be over-indulgent to children. However, as we 
said, Mr. Waugh took his words back, so we need not 
labor the matter. What we wish to say is, that this reverend 
gentleman has just been preaching at Watford and girding 
at unbelievers. Mr. Waugh told the women not to listen 
when Christ was ridiculed, as “ Christ had been their greatest 
champion and only emancipator and friend.” This sort of 
thing is easily uttered, but is not so easily substantiated. 
We invite Mr. Waugh to indicate what sayings attributed to 
Jesus constitute him the “ greatest champion ” of women, or 
their “ emancipator,” or even their “ friend.” Gush is cheap 
enough ; let us have texts. Give us the passages, Mr. 
Waugh, or confess that you cannot— not like a Christian, 
but like a man.

This persecuted saint told the magistrate ...— .
always provided for him, and that he expected tn 
do the same for his family. ___ ^

“ Mr. Stead and the Czar” was a headline 
Tuesday’s papers. This is a come down. It use 
Stead and God Almighty.

----  . C f # * «Mr. Stead was allowed to complain to the •
Russian press censorship, and the Lord of a .,-,r 
laughed good-humoredly at Mr. Stead’s own ^
War being put under the ban. It was all veO P ft* 
course, but Mr. Stead’s protest will affect the KU ^  e<rjj. 
censorship as much as the proverbial flea distur A ¡5 o> ■ 
nimity of the elephant. The fact is, the Czar Inn 
a link in the iron chain of Russian despotism.

___ tioI1ti>e

One of our lecturers happened to be at a t̂liecaSgaiil
ladle*other evening, and, as sometimes happens to he^.eS ■ ;31

found himself conversing with two charming cl
one of them to him: “ Are you really a Secula at ^ 
course, 1 am,” he replied, with a deprecatory f,nd

' sly. “ Well, I am surprised!0 .
an educated man, say so.” 
fair inquirer added : “ I say. 
Secularism is 1”

Then, after a sng'':.‘ nle 
must really tewyou

When a pious Catholic pays ten shillings pliiÿj
Il r i  

si nr, V  
■ Ia*!

of “ holy” water, he pays one halfpenny t- . 
nine shillings and elevenpence halfpenny for | 1 
of successful imposition. Knowledge is wealth-

W<”V1 .
b)'

“ Don’t marry a young woman because she is pious. Get 
one with good blood and common sense.” So says Bishop 
Fowler, of America. And we believe him this time. He 
knows ’em.

The household of faith was never remarkable for its 
unanimity. According to Dr. Washington Gladden, who 
writes in the Free Church Chronicle, there are no less than 
143 distinct Christian denominations in the United States. 
There are twelve kinds of Presbyterians, thirteen varieties of 
Baptists, sixteen stripes of Lutherans, and seventeen sorts of 
Methodists. Query— Is there a Christian amongst the lot ?

A simple-minded curate once said that if the Bible had 
stated that Jonah swallowed the whale, instead of the whale 
swallowing Jonah, he would have believed it. A still greater 
power of faith is manifested by the editor of the Iowa State 
Register. This gentleman is angry with the more know
ing men of God, who see what’s what, and are giving up the 
infallibility of the Bible. “ We believe,” he says, “ that God 
could create a whale to swallow the earth if necessary.” No 
doubt that whale would swallow the earth, if God made it to 
do so ; but we fancy it would feel a lump in its throat as it 
closed over the editor of the Iowa State Register.

The number of fragments of the crown of 1 , ¿¡jp 
Our Savior, shown in Catholic churches , (°0f gert1'1 
suspect that it was originally about the size 
Oval.

vv°uIiltl
The majority of church-goers are women, 

be reversed if ladies did the preaching ?

Canon Wilberforce, at the great St.
j # ? # ll
..rtl'ï

stration against Vivisection, said that “ tor ; w
rather pass into a Nirvana with some . , s0i 
known than into a narrow, selfish heaven wi
religionists he had met.’ This seemsdtOb̂ j e ^ - : 

'¡th <

i>r i i i s, V
reverend gentleman is progressing. No uo“ ” ,io"7'\'iiil;‘11
(lav pvfonrl u infwlpls: ” HlP mn<;icleratÌOtt *f1i d*day extend to “ infidels ” the consideration ( 

time he classed “ infidelsdogs. Once upon a 
and debauchees.

Hundreds of people were injured during ,l ¡ori1‘ Me*
riots at Nicolaieff. Fifteen Jews were killed’ ^  i f fy

her own house. Of course the shops and ( 
were looted. That is always a feature ol the

wife of a Hebrew tobacconist, who was -- s °’.,ii-s1 
Of course the shops and s t ^  out0

When you think of it, though, there is something 
fascinating in that whale created to swallow the world. 
Imagination carries the joke forward. That whale must 
have an ocean to swim in, and there must be a world big 
enough to hold that ocean. Then there must be another 
whale big enough to swallow that world, and another ocean 
for that whale to swim in, and another world big enough to

Tse Ethics of Christianity; < f p.t& a «lie j •There is no counting with certainty aiVfi
who are capable of fashioning and \vorsj J
divinity, nor on their humanity so long ;i£l) flv’j  
inhuman motives in their most sacred d°b j0 nCc ' 
reasonableness while they rigorously decImL ^  p. 
as a test of truth.— Right Hon. John Morh;•>

withEven p u g ilis ts  can q u o te  S c r ip tu re  w ll}-‘ a id ’ 
■ • ‘ .......... I Be not

» « r

did not Jesus say : “ 'It his eye
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

erence, Birmingham.

Mr.
To Correspondents.

muniJ arles
--«»Cation« f * •*-« c, a u k 11> c« n.i'NUiVur.mc.xN 1».— rvn turn*
24 Carmini ° ! ^ r* C a r le s  Watts should be sent to him at

Wat rs's Lecturing Engagements.— A ll com-

1  ^arminia-roacl, Balham, S.W. If a reply js required, a 
,ur>ped and addressed envelope must be enclosed.

, '  Percy Ward.—Much obliged. Pray continue.
THO«PSoN.-Pleased .0 hear that the>

KooA? rePresented by a delegate at the proceed-
fn “d ‘«see the local press taking such notice ot your p

o • Thanks for w "- -----1 ‘ u
Mr-Ge0, r your good wishes.

his annoGiE An° eRson writes that he is receiving responses to 
us to nuhr T  heha11' of Mr. Charles Watts, and that he will ask 

0, gR(j IS1 ffie list of donors in our next issue.BrADy
"hich he ¡s Rj*-' us 5s. for the Miss Emma Bradlaugh Fund, 
■ f,~- ° see is “ being fairly well supported.”

R.

C°x— Al -
Polish w; >  pleased to hear from you, though we don’t

ady to e-lv,, 3 rfg orts of meetings. O f course we are always

plalf̂ ÂRDs“oriti

- — ■ ■ •vccingo, cuuisc hg aic
u£ar Plum ” to anything1 a little exceptional.

¿?r̂ niSe d ^ ipstead Heath.
ess there.

on Ĥ P P f als to Freethinkers to support the Secular 
an . P’ tead Heath. Christian Evidence opposition

T ,,V aucl several p , * U 
' 'Pii-Mot „ dl 1 reethinkers were hurt.

A fight was forced last Sun-
>T_i

1. R, ¿pT'~'See Paragraph.

evCU!ar own .h.ope!i the local Freethinkers will support theev~ . r onpn • me loi
E * ¡>  at ÿ I  P'atform

t y .

tvl 1 at A " ■ lJ1HlI°rm at Stratford-grove on Sunday 
" ,ce peo,,! °  cloirk- He complains that the Christian 

r ’itch their C, 'va‘t u>itil the Secular meeting opens, and 
Pose, Ptatlorm as near as possible, for a very obvious

R. -T ̂f'EOGc 

tVI|’.sPlvtt'~ 'Received

Í̂¡ngL?ERKiN,wltfo ÎT thiS Week', T. ,  *> l o c o - o , ? r d > w i s h e s■ To. ” L” eo-oueruf wisnes to hear from Iriends v
_n e ln torming a local Secular Societv.

■ Si»,,.. * weceivpri

In our next.
hear from friends who are

R|ltai!cddersfieMrTi^ratts W‘P write you. Thanks for cop_\ 
V. \y a-' \Ve h o j r h,'s balance-sheet. It is healthy, if

, K
M .

..... o oaiance-sneet. more favorable.,, \Y ' vVe hope local conditions will ^
maybe1‘WttLAND.—'Thanks for the cutti
l. R,.., utl*lsed in an early number. „ ,  , v  will t>
Spy\oD!,ON,’ 4° Great Eastern-road, Stratf r̂d^^  ̂ paper;
n ‘'Phlei dlstr'bute in West Ham any .  ̂e purpose.

PWets, ou books that may be sent to him tor V
, in -~r

/ ol 
not

a

healthy 
ore fave 

cuttings, some of whic

b

reS|MaRr,
Jed 

Rnn:”aR.
misled Tr
•'ll 'om

.ay be sent to him for the purpose.
- In reference to “ G. S.'s ” letter, states that ln

__ . ,the Fabian Society about five years ago.lce$ ,s Quit* u~~

°f th ° llC e s,
our powers to reconcile the utter

:ecnla

iVVo trif» c fwyyci» lu iccuiiuic me mi
sends -f n ,̂od* God himself couldn’t do it.js r uüu nimsen couiun 1 uo 11.

Society? ? ecreLary (Miss Vance) for the fune
the sa m e!

^ C o 1 1B«ADul : l ranch ° f lhe N.S.S.
liU„ *>

the same being a balance

W.iK̂ nd5s*; ^irs I!vT̂ UNl)‘— Miss Vance acknowledges : 
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T here was an excellent audience at the Athenaeum Hall on 
Sunday evening, and Mr. Foote’s lecture on “ The Czar’s 
Love Feast” was much applauded. Mr. Thurlow acted as 
chairman. This evening (May 21) the Athenaeum Hall will 
be closed on account of the Birmingham Conference and the 
holidays, but it wall reopen on the following Sunday (May 28), 
when Mr. Foote will lecture on “ Robespierre and his Religion.”

The Birmingham friends have well advertised the public 
meeting this evening (May 21) at the Town Hall in connec
tion with the National Secular Society’s Annual Conference. 
Handbills and big posters are informing the Birmingham 
people of the treat in store for them. The doors open at 5.45, 
and at 6 an Organ Recital will begin, Mr. C. W. Perkins, the 
city organist, being the performer. Solos will be rendered 
by Mr. J. Matthews (basso), and Mr. A. Scrimshire will give 
one of his famous Shakespearean Readings. At 7 the chair 
will be taken by Mr. G. W. Foote, who will be supported by 
Messrs. C. Watts, C. Cohen, R. Forder, H. Percy Ward, and 
other speakers.

As announced in last week’s Freethinker, an excursion to 
Stratford-on-Avon has been organised for Whit-Monday. 
Full particulars will be given at the Conference. Those who 
want to make sure of a ticket should apply at once to Mr. J. 
Partridge, 65 Cato-street.

Delegates, upon their arrival in Birmingham, are requested 
to proceed to the Victoria Hotel, John Bright-street, which is 
close to the North-Western and Midland Railway Station, 
where they will find the reception committee in readiness to 
procure hotel accommodation for those who have not pre
viously made arrangements.

The last number to hand of our ever-welcome exchange, 
the New York Truthseeker—namely, the issue dated May 6— 
contains some clever “ Observations ” by George Macdonald. 
Our contemporary does us the honor of reproducing a column 
and a-half on Omar Khayyam from the Freethinker. We note 
that Lucy N. Colman draws attention to the way in which 
she and others raised money for Lloyd Garrison’s Liberator, 
the paper being paid for and its editor presented with a purse 
of thirty thousand dollars to keep it going. She suggests 
that something of the kind ought to be done for the Truth- 
seeker, which is warring against mental slavery as the Liberator 
warred against negro slavery.

Colonel Ingersoll lectured at Carlinville, Illinois, on “ The 
Liberty of Man, Woman, and Child,” and the manager of the 
Opera House took the liberty of walking off—or rather running 
off-—with the proceeds. He was evidently waiting for a big 
“ gate ” before levanting— which proves Colonel Ingersoll’s 
great popularity. We hope, however, that this kind of proof 
will not occur again. Once is sufficient as a demonstration.

The Free Sunday Advocate for May, the organ of the 
National Sunday League, contains a sympathetic reference 
to the death of our late-lamented colleague, Mr. Edward 
Truelove. After referring to his hard work on behalf of the 
National Sunday League, the notice concludes : “ He was a 
man whom many, although not sharing all his opinions and 
views, respected as being thoroughly sincere and earnest in 
all he advocated, and against whom motives of self-interest 
could never be imputed, because he sacrificed both time and 
money for any cause which he believed to be deserving ot 
such support as he could give.”

The May issue of the Bookseller also contains an obituary 
notice of Mr. Truelove, in which he is referred to as this 
“ well-known democratic publisher.”

Colonel Ingersoll speaks out against the lynching of negroes 
by American whites. We take the following from the Neso 
1 TorkJournal:— “ What do 1 think of the lynchings in Georgia? 
1 suppose these outrages— these frightful crimes—make the 
same impression on my mind that they do on the minds of all 
civilized people. 1 know of no words strong enough, bitter 
enough, to express my indignation and horror. These 
horrors were perpetrated in the name of justice. The savages 
who did these things belong to the superior race. They are 
citizens of the Great Republic. And yet it does not seem 
possible that such fiends arc human beings. They are a 
disgrace to our century and the human race. Let me say 
that what 1 have said is flattery compared with what I feel. 
When I think of the other lynching—of the poor man mutilated 
and hanged without the slightest evidence, of the negro who 
said that these murders would be avenged, and who was 
brutally murdered for the utterance of a natural feeling— 1 am 
utterly at loss for words. Arc the white people insane ? Has 
mercy lied to beasts? Has the United States no power to
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protect a citizen ? A nation that cannot or will not protect 
its citizens in time of peace has no right to ask its citizens to 
protect it in time of war.”

“ Haifa hundred pages of brilliant and stimulating writing. ” 
Such is Reynolds's description of Ingersoll’s new lecture on 
The Devil. Freethinkers ought to circulate this pamphlet 
amongst their orthodox friends.

'" Somehow or other we have overlooked the Literary Guide 
for May. It has a capital list of contents. There are articles 
by Charles Watts, F. J. Gould, and others, and the usual 
supply of up-to-date paragraphs.

The Manchester Branch has been doing good work this 
season. Forty-eight special lectures have been given in its 
hall, in addition to local efforts. Mr. Cohen had two good 
and appreciative audiences on Sunday morning and evening. 
In the afternoon he gave an open-air address in Alexandra 
Park. Despite a heavy shower of rain, the meeting was a 
great success, and had the effect of bringing new people to 
the hall in the evening. We are pleased to add that the 
Branch has enrolled several fresh members since Christmas.

Mr. Foote’s Bible and Beer pamphlet seems to have sug
gested “ Bible and Beef,” which Mr. H. S. Salt uses in con
nection with the anti-vegetarians who appeal to Holy Writ. 
“ Bible and Beef” is the heading of Mr. Salt’s eighteenth 
chapter in the Vegetarian on “ The Logic of Vegetarianism.”

Mr. A. B. Moss stands for re-election on the Camberwell 
Vestry. He is on the Progressive list of five candidates, and 
will probably be returned. But it is well to make his return 
a certainty. The bigots are opposing him in all sorts of ways, 
and the Secularists should give him special support for that 
reason.

The Chatham News gives an excellent report of a lecture 
on Sunday Newspapers delivered in the Secular Hall by Mr. 
W. B. Thompson. Mr. Thompson plainly censures the atti
tude of Mr. John Burns.

The fifth anniversary of the Chatham Secular Sunday School 
was held on May 14. In spite of the wretched weather, the 
hall was crowded, and the rendering of an Operatic Cantata, 
the “ Queen of the Seasons,” was thoroughly enjoyed. 
Special thanks are due to Mr. J. Hill, the musical conductor, 
and to Mrs. W. B. Thompson, who made the pretty and 
effective dresses.

The Camberwell Branch is trying to form a Cricket, Foot
ball, and Athletic Club. Those wishing to join it should 
communicate with the secretary at the Secular Hall, New 
Church-road, or with Mr. C. Hopkins, 27 Gairloch-road, 
Camberwell, S.E.

Mr. T. Wilmot, the Camberwell Branch secretary, reports 
that good meetings are being held in Brockwell Park. The 
police, who are behaving with impartiality, have advised the 
chairman to drop asking for opposition, in consequence of 
the rowdyism that has ensued. The Secularists have been 
allotted a fixed position during the season, and the Christian 
Evidence people have to keep fifty yards away. But this 
spoils their little game of disorder, and they did not think 
it worth while to put in an appearance on Sunday.

M a y  at,

A Revised Book of Genesis.

Chapter I.
1. In the beginning Jove created the earth, and the inhabit 
thereof. - jjgj.

2. And great was the misrule and anarchy that Pj-® . neSs
And darkness brooded upon it, and the spirit of seln 
moved upon its surface. . „ ¡¡f

3. And the earth was filled with the favored and t
favored of Jove. , poof'

4. The former were called the Rich, and the la*-t®C. (f&\&
5. Jove blessed the Rich, and said unto them : . 

and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it, a 
dominion over the Poor, and over every living m1 & 
moveth upon the earth.”

6. And Jove said unto the Poor : “ Behold, I have . ( 
thee under the dominion of the Rich. Therefore, .°^j by 
rash as to aspire after the rights and privileges enjo.
the Rich.” _ , belioU-11

7. And Jove saw everything that he made, and, e 
was very good.

placed
1 . SI)

C hapter II. 
was without light.

■a let & And Jove saidD .̂ uf1. The earth was witnout lignt. Anti jovc —- rung 
earth be enlightened by Knowledge, and there sp
one or two men with torches to dispel the darkness- cilnif

2. And behold ! along with this Knowledge tn
light. .

3. For it was very good. r;ch f.
4. But, behold, the light dazzled the sight of In ¡jut1

powerful. And they tried to extinguish this hg*1 ' 
was too powerful to be extinguished. Rich'

5. The Poor also aspired to become equal to the olls-
6. Their eyes were opened, and they became cla
7. And Jove hastened to the earth. . (pe I®
8. And he saw the condition of the inhabitan

between Rich and Poor. . .
9. And he marvelled exceedingly that the Ricil

ever di«1

d to des'st**and that the Poor ever lived.
10. And seeing what he had done, he determine

the whole earth. tures-
11. For he was afraid of the contempt of his crca Ml-s.

Executive Meetings of N.S.S-

L ist  of A ttendances from Ma y , 1898, to Ai’Rl ’
( Number of meetings summoned, It) '

President:—G. W. Foote, attended 1
Vice-Presidents :— C. Watts, attended 5 >

Cohen, 7; R. Forder, 4; T. Gorniot, 5; S-. ¡43. J- j:

0

T. Gorniot, 5 i’ S- S f j V f $  
*V. Roger, 3 ; F. Schaller, 7 ; H. J. Stacer-
3 ; A. Brown, 3 ; W. Heaford, 11 
Quay, 5.

A. B.

Branch Delegates :— Bethnal Green (C. Qn'lVrf! S 
East London (M. Loafer), 10; CamberwcJ_ lvftllito,7) i7

6; Newcastle (J. Neate), 10, __
N. W. London (jH. Brown), 7 ; Battersea (§R 
Finsbury (W. Leat), 10.

Agi
n) a t f f iP/J

l,‘Y (T
. :rwfß W s aWest London (»■  

iR .  I *

* Attends Vestry meetings same eve 
+ Elected in November. 
t  Elected in October.
§ Elected in March.

ni»g-

Atheism and the French Revolution.
The first political demonstration of Atheism was attended 

by some of the excesses, the folly, the extravagances that 
stained the growth of Christianity. On the whole, it is a 
very mild story compared with the atrocities of the Jewish 
records or the crimes of Catholicism. The worse charge 
against the party of Chaumette is that they were intolerant, 
and the charge is deplorably true ; but this charge cannot lie 
in the mouth of persecuting Churches. —Right Hon. Tohn 
Morley, M.P.

One very stormy night a doctor was called in to give his 
opinion on the prospects of recovery of a little girl who had 
met with an accident. “ Madam,” said he to the mother, 
after his examination, “ your daughter will not live over the 
night.” The woman, as may be expected, was greatly 
affected ; but her rejoinder was, to say the least, unexpected. 
“ Oh, doctor,” said she, solemnly, “ what a fearful night for 
fleein’ through the clouds.”

Mrs. Billus—“ Y-yes, John is at home ; but I hardly think 
lie’s in a suitable frame of mind to see you.” The Rev. Dr. 
Fourthly (making a pastoral call)—“ He is in no serious 
trouble, I hope?” Mrs. Billus— “ Why, no ; but lie took one 
of the furnace registers apart a little while ago to fix it, and 
lie’s trying to put it together again.”— Chicago Tribune.

Changed Aspects of Unchanged
Holy Land tourist stood before the Sea ol, to ^  
row me over the course that Christ vm ' ,. g v)‘ <0

A
you

to
din g, %~ .. ---~ ----------  ---- - otondhT, it , ii

disciples?” lie inquired of a boatman su xX\di jgflU 
___* ...... ....... “ What v\answer was in the affirmative. “ VViia1 r. 
charge ?” The boatman asked a modest t.°icnirati°I1i ^to ÿS ii
fifteen shillings in English money. An ] o'1'1 
across our tourist. “ Ah,” exclaimed he, 1 
stand why Christ walked.”

How to Help Us.
■ S o f f i c e ? 1

(1) Get your newsagent to take a few cof \ ake d’e
and try to sell them, guaranteeing 10 
remain unsold.  ̂ ^  ¡t a®1

(2) Take an extra copy (or more), and cireu *
acquaintances. ¡,1 tbe

(3) Leave a copy of the Freethinker now and I  ̂ 'J/
car, or the omnibus. nts-^Faw----- eontei ^  t

(4) Display, or get displayed, one ot our
are of a convenient size for the purpo”e 
send them on application. . , ,f

(5) Get your newsagent to exhibit the hreet a
in 1
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A Characteristic of Piety.
ÊRacii'v l

virtUe > t0 put it mildly, was never a Christian 
has al" rom tbe inception of Christianity, mendacity 
of GodV l Ŝ been 'ts faithfiil ally. Lying for the glory 
the di '°̂  creed has been indefatigably practised by 
evident)'P - Truth which is in Christ,” which
different̂  ’ experience speaks for aught, is a widely 
And it • t‘lln& from the usual acceptation of the word, 
that th'̂  a£a'lnst that dreadful nightmare of infidelity 
severely't Povvers in this direction have been most 
the man f Xed> the amount of ingenuity exercised in 
difficult t ac ûre pious legends being enormous and 
Churches0 over-estimate. In short, the song of the 
brethrenS • as been, as Huxley has it : “  Beloved 
i>ef°re a’nIn, ? r êr that we may be spotlessly moral, 

°̂ubt tlv r thing's let us lie.”  But there can be no 
Palatabi a annual output of manufactured tit-bits, 
^heprJ ° th,e godly, is on the decrease. W e have 
and a î sent day the old fabulous stock-in-trade, now 
'°.nS sine r"Viyea by our clerical friends. It is not so 
pen a „p’, d 's true> that the “  watch ”  chestnutL *“ H np -  “ v, nidc uixc vv<1 lc.ii UllUMIlUl Wdb
baleyon f, : V ease of life. But the fact remains that theIrg crj-* Of till ri Ct 1 '1 .1 m.ranflA^ " - a a..«- .......1 * U " * ~

lich d!_ _ .
yarnSi»~° " ot encourage the floating or resurrecting of 
difficult to Ut those w b*° live  ‘ n the 1

critical ° f ( rhristia'i invention are over, and that a 
"̂ich d0e;,' sPlrit has sprung up comparatively recently,

____ v„,u nvc ... c c  present, it may
nt̂ Ult re^lise to what an extent the faculty o in 
Whu ' ' as exercised amongst our pious forebears, 

had tv,S -rurnmaging some old papers the other ay, 
ies n/0rty . e' or otherwise, to come across severalcop]

Ont', a 1W /< .“ “ ‘“ Wise, iu tu n ic  ¿iciuss se
\V(,lt ed The q  • odist organ of about fifty years----- - V..£C1.1 u . n u u u . nicy y e a .3 a g o ,
" ere godf Christian Miscellany. Then the Methodists 
' eracionc1CrTt,lan they are now, and consequently less 

While "  tu r n a a ------**’ ‘ '

u n’at®riai',v, ,and t*le reality o f the Methodists’ belief in 
cauShtere(i lei1- .No doubt they considered “ Popery ” 
“spared but Roman Catholicism to-day,
'e'saw • 1 “ .Methodism, is on the ascending side of the

ine throes j ^  f° r lle11, the venerable old dogma is in 
gravpc is ,̂noug.h to make our ancestors writhe 

Vn as Wohm', Then there were the nice little stories, 
sa\v thpC delight the heart of Mark Twain. Here 

Pi* • ?  °n  a e°rig 'nals of his bad little boys who go 
unC's'On. p Ur*dayand get drowned with mathematical 
hep11 i found1,When tbe reg 'on ° f  unbelief was touched 

enn> bad struck a new vein of humor. I, *n n usrossed.
f  V4*

dor, t*1e‘r snir’f tbe Children” (heaven help them!) we 
\ O k  .“ The pk  • .lleeds refreshed by dramatic rela
t e  Kristian to v,riS^an's and Unbeliever’s Death-bed.” 
Sublimlr,lax> if • r conveyed heavenward is a young girl. 

t| ' “ R;S<1 lt;̂ e played out, is, notwithstanding, 
expirt me’ m°ther, before I die,” says she, 

^ sh e °f W a e i\  J hen. the writer recounts: “ The 
• bis... VVas sjn • lacl arrived, the saint was prepared, 
'.‘‘'prg'Ul”°t be " g . S o n g  of Moses and the Lamb.” 
•S e if fbe jUVp0n. f dered as attractive enough to at all 
lt'f'»nt Sfa s ubtle !" e m*nd. Doubtless the Chariot of 

iVir a p e !Ch’ suggesting “  gee-gees ” to any 
1. stial* " ° uld n fPre ôclty ; but most children, we 
4(*alit,i ^¡n rebsb the prospect of making their 

ifi(„i e f-amK”1.2 manner mentioned. Perhaps “ Mary

a‘‘s a more responsive chord. But, at 
et \Ve (̂ nPf may be pronounced decidedly

“ad
sPe,

f«r

:eified» 1

e. L^be
ftc'i, r'Ue' t°Uchiniv'V.°ldd be preferred by most to the solo

Sta*! *kk9- dec.le theoin a*nn°t the author, poor man^ li^ n t he;  uS,ans vet havf» nr\t fn Htcf
is

even. yet have not been able to dish
Mr. FUsa urinic-.,;’ a miw r00te wrote some time ago : 

ba!erMlvStone is fi Ure ° f  brimstone and treacle, and
en is

Ha -«Uv Is ,1 '  i.iiM ui.c ¿u.c. iic-cisic
ce' e beL merely . H ,e uctive ingredient. Heav 
fov?iolvniC°Uscin, e otber place.’ ” Our scribe must 

‘n hi. . makolf °* tbe weakness of his “ treacle
‘Of
the

A ffivi * brim^ ‘l tremendous effort to compound 
S S J K n  « I n t o n e ” in n in g  . » a .t h e S f ^ n enteVoH1̂  mning s- W e « re to ld : “ As 
for ?uo,Ofl ,.niest s. . 110 room, the face of the infidel 

ye|. °r test|f^age asPcct-” He was evidently in 
.'‘ ait- Hen S : “ Tbn lnf* t° the consolations of religion, 
‘‘'S3- Ü tn .°Pens it. CUrs>e of an offended God is upon 
tv P'rt,,. to«. ■' niniiti. »- receive me ! Devils are

‘ter
" ‘itici (h O horror ! horror !” Then thelllll 1 * ‘IWIIVI • * “ VII UUv

Up Wj . i  ‘ ‘ a v c  been inspired !) recounts 
1 the following grand final touch

of the poetic : “  Hark ! Did you hear that peal ? The 
infernal spirits are mustering all the artillery of hell to 
give me a salute to the regions of Damnation.” Then 
he fixes his eyes on all present with a “ ghastly stare,” 
utters an “ awful groan,” and, as they have it in the 
Play Books, (dies). This is prime and of the first water, 
and can be safely estimated to make very good Chris
tians out of any little darlings privileged to read the 
same.

Then the “ infidel ” turns up in a gale at sea. This 
was only to be expected. Finishing his enemies off by 
water seems to have been an unamiable weakness of 
the Deity ever since his actions were chronicled. W hy, 
such a partiality for water is mysterious, and clearly 
borders on the eccentric. But no doubt this will be 
satisfactorily explained hereafter. Let us read : “ When 
the sea was peaceful, the infidel was loud and clamorous 
in proclaiming his infidelity but “ when the storm 
came on he was on his knees crying for mercy. His 
voice could be heard above the elements begging the 
Lord to forgive his blasphemies till a heavy sea swept 
over the deck, and carried him and his books to the 
bottom.” W hat a high degree of piety must have been 
necessary to have penned the above ! Still) we will do 
well to remember that Christianity is not a religion of 
fear. Oh dear no !

O f course the names of those terrifiers of the godly, 
such as Voltaire and Paine, turn up from time to time 
to serve as bogies to scare the children, old and young, 
and give them unsweet dreams. There is naturally a 
complete copy of Voltaire’s recantation, written and 
signed by him self; but, curiously enough, in another 
place there is the story of the priest who approached 
him in his last moments, and asked him if he believed 
in the Divinity of Christ. The dying man turns wearily 
round, and says, “ Let me die in peace,” and im
mediately expires. O f course, to the honest worldling, 
one story must go by the board. Voltaire would never 
have been asked such a question had he recanted. But 
then the honest worldling has not the eyes of Faith. 
Had he these remarkable optics, tlie contradictions 
would dwell in unity. This is one of the many benefits 
to be derived from spiritual religion.

It is the old story of “ too many cooks.” There is 
an anecdote of a Highland who, having purchased a 
kilt, and finding it a trifle too long, notified in the 
presence of his wife and three daughters that he 
required the length reducing. Unfortunately, his 
orders were obeyed by each of them, working 
separately, with disastrous results. In this case the 
fact was that Voltaire was dead. On that all were 
agreed. For him to die in a rational manner would 
never do. On that all were agreed. But on the best 
way to finish him off, so as to serve Christian ends, 
opinions were divided. The consequence is that we 
have a diversity of accounts, which render negative 
criticism superfluous by effectively cancelling one 
another out, in the manner of those little sums which 
were given us in our school days.

There is a side-splitter on the same subject which is 
hard to beat. A gentleman in London required a nurse 
for a dying friend. He called upon one, and her first 
query was : “ Is your friend a Christian ?” “ Yes ; but
why do you ask that?” “ Sir,” replied she, “ I was the 
nurse who attended Voltaire in his last illness, and, for 
till the wealth of Europe, I  would not see another infidel 
die."

Regarding Thomas Paine, however, there is a pro
duction that shows genius, and nothing short of genius. 
A gentleman had just made Mr. Paine’s acquaintance, 
and at once mentioned to him the Age o f Reason. Mr. 
Paine astonished him by saying, after taking a long 
breath : “ W ell, sir, I am sorry that work ever went to 
press. I wrote that work more for my own amusement, 
to see what I could do, than from any design of benefitting 
mankind.” “ I would give worlds,” said he, with great 
emphasis, “ had I them at my command— had the Age 
o f Reason never been published. No, sir, I regret the 
publication of that work exceedingly. It can never do 
the world any good, and its light, sarcastic style will 
doubtless lead thousands to esteem lightly the only book 
of correct morals that ever blessed the world. I advise 
you, sir, not to read that book.” This defies comment. 
If any sinner be sceptical, 1 would remind him, firstly, 
that scepticism is a very bad thing, and, secondly, that
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the story is more than sufficiently authenticated. The 
article is signed “ Anon,” and the “ gentleman” is a 
Mr. K. He who wanteth more than this lacketh sweet 
reasonableness.

The foregoing are a few samples of orthodox men
dacity. It makes one reflect what a great pity it is that 
the Deity is rather careless at times in managing his 
Branch-shop, “ Terra.” Had he been otherwise, he 
would hardly have brought these gifted writers on to 
the scene so prematurely. They should have been 
reserved for the present day, when there exists an 
appetite for fiction which can hardly be satiated. And 
for writing works of fiction I think our pious forebears 
were admirably qualified. They combined the imagina
tion of a Haggard with the realism and dramatic effect 
of a Zola and a Collins. As leading novelists, they 
would have created a furore; they would have been 
honored and revered, and their names, household 
words, destined for immortality. W hereas, alack, 
they have gone down to the dust

" Unwept, unhonored, and unsung.”
It is enough to make one weep ; but, accustomed to 
such aggravating anomalies, we have become hardened, 
and the briny tear refuseth to fall.

R u s t i c u s .

A Hymn.

R kjoick ! that ancient foe is dead 
Who, seated on a cloud,

The while he made his “ footstool ” red 
With gore, laughed long and loud.

That heavenly vampire, soaked in blood 
Of those who would not bow 

The knee to him, and call him “ good,” 
Has made his exit now.

And Thou, whose power all creatures own, 
Though Thou dost hush the breatli 

And turn the throbbing heart to stone,
We fear Thee not, O Death !

If Life Thou bring it, why dread Thy ca” ' 
If naught—lies hard the sod ?

One thing w'e know, the best of all— 
There is no “ Bible God.”

Rejoice ! the shadows swiftly glide 
Back from the light of day ;

The myth man erstwhile glorified 
He gladly puts away.

Rejoice ! and see the death of Fear 
Inspired by “ God above.”

The place to make a heaven is Here ; 
Its Gods— Truth, Justice, Love. y oV&

The Great Lying Church.
You have been told by Macaulay and others that the Church 

in the Dark Ages was the preserver of learning, the patron of 
science, and the friend of freedom. The preserver of learning 
in the Dark Ages ! It was the Church that made those ages 
dark. The preserver of learning ! Yes ; as the worm-eaten 
oak-chest preserves a manuscript. No more thanks to them 
than to the rats for not devouring its pages. It was the 
Republics of Italy and the Saracens of Spain that preserved 
learning, and it was the Church that trod out the light of 
those Italian Republics. The patron of science! What? 
When they burned Savonarola and Giordano Bruno, im
prisoned Galileo, persecuted Columbus, and mutilated Abelard. 
The friend of freedom ! What ? When they crushed the 
Republics of the South, pressed the Netherlands like the 
vintage in a wine-kelter, girdled Switzerland with a belt of 
fire and steel, banded the crowned tyrants of Europe against 
the Reformers of Germany, and launched Claverhouse against 
the Covenant of Scotland. The friend of freedom ! When 
they hedged kings with a divinity ! Their superstitions alone 
upheld the rotten fabric of oppression. Their superstitions 
alone turned the indignant freeman into a willing slave, and 
made men bow to the hell they created here, by a hope of the 
heaven they could not insure hereafter.— Ernest Jones.

W hy Voltaire Fought Christianity.
Men spoke to Voltaire of the mild beams of Christian 

charity, and where they pointed be saw’ only the yellow glare 
of the stake ; they talked of the gentle solace of Christian 
faith, and he beard only the shrieks of the thousands and tens 
of thousands whom faithful Christian persecutors had racked, 
strangled, gibbeted, burnt, broken on the wheel. Through 
the stream of innocent blood which Christians, for the honor 
of their belief, had spilt in every quarter of the known world, 
the blood of Jews, Moors, Indians, and all the vast holocausts 
of heretical sects, and people in eastern and western Europe, 
he saw only dismal tracts of intellectual darkness, and heard 
only the humming of the doctors, as they served forth to con
gregations of poor men hungering for spiritual sustenance 
the draff of theological superstition.— lit. Hon. John.Morley, 
M .P .

Robespierre.
Robespierre had the typic sacerdotal temperament, its 

sense of personal importance, its thin unction, its private 
leanings to the stake and the cord ; and he had one of those 
deplorable natures that seenyis if they had never in their lives 
known the careless joys of a springtime. By and by, from 
mere priest he developed into the deadlier carnivora, the 
Inquisitor.— Rt. Hon. John Morley, M.I'.

An Epitaph’s Commentary on the Design Argu
ment.

Born, lived three weeks, and done for ;
Often wonder what I was begun for.

Too True 1
Christianity is not a religion ; it is a nightmare. Heine.

Book Chat.

M 
Hart

He|ï!
it. M u r r a y  announces a biographical sketch *d „ 

__art Mil man, D .D .” This is the lamented *
w’as hired in the interests of orthodoxy to explain^  flo"11' 
ironical passages in Gibbon’s Decline and Fa L ' a  P,I)” 
Empire. It was a most absurd position even for jqilir̂ L 
Gibbon was admittedly our greatest historian, 
edition of Gibbon’s great work is now entirely sup ¡̂(jbD11 j 
the new edition edited by Professor Bury, in whir 1 ,, %v;th° 
allowed to “ sap a solemn creed with solemn sneeLnta"' 
impertinent interruption on every page from a cK bJ

- ,• (It**
One of the most important publications ° el]tii 

month is the posthumous work of the late J. 1‘ - 
The Human Machine : A n Inquiry into the Divers1 ■
Faculty in its Rearing upon Social Life, Felig]°'\ codc\p 
and Politics (Grant Richards), the proofs of which to-L 
immediately before his death. The book PurPu|sorffilll|V 
that the ordinary man is as much the creature ot up*,fl 
tion as the man of genius, and that he lives his 
same fatalistic conditions.

* * *
A literary curiosity at the coming Pans r- . n i, 

be a “ Jokai Pavilion,” in which the Hunga 
intends to exhibit a copy of every edition of ’ îttei* 
has appeared in any language. As Jokai has til
than three hundreds books, and some of [ 'c'niere ^  |P 
translated into every European language, the es*-'* jtT  
collecting them appears formidable. Jokai w |̂l0sti 
jealousv of that other eminent author, the Holy 
goes on in this way. # # ^

We have received volume xi. of The 
ami Free Review. It is a h a n d s o m e  volume ot 4 *p|ie t'L”, f  
bound, and excellently printed on toned paper- -tes

isually interesting. Dr. Havelock Elhs s b&qy *'are unusually interesting, wr. naveiocn. y*-- . uS 
on “ Sœur Jeanne des Anges,” a victim ot rchgn,|iC 
tion. - - - - - -Mr. F. II. Perry-Coste discourses on 
Suicide,” and Mr. Joseph McCabe attempts an C ¡it y 
question, “ Is Philosophy Progressive?” A t i 'U J W .,/

•‘ The -  ,o'
ans " f  • '

mg story, Seaweed : A Cornish Idyll, , .(CI-atU‘ \ ' ¡,; 
article on “ Three Anarchists of American l-1 ,l(jiriit- \,i * j 
man, Emerson, and Thoreau,” will readily - „ ¡s P., t 
powerful article on “ Modesty, True and I .p q’-d Vilb : 

'  "  *" ¥ “ Darwin on 1
natty a snide- |»*‘

Psychological Experiments

pen of Mr. Allen Laidlaw. .... ......
Bailey,” a burlesque, will raise many a snide. lJ6, 
writes on “ Psychological Experiments,” and ^  t‘> 
contributions from well-known writers mat- 
volume of the leading Rationalistic magazm1-- . A

“V*Those who recognise Nietzsche’s writing* ,l jr|sJ>c| 
in philosophy will be pleased to hear that • .’)S|adol.yr iyf .

i í í /

i n  v> i i i  u c  j m . d s t . u  t u  i i v . u i  ' U l S * *

has undertaken to publish the English . ‘ j  
German philosopher’s works. Volumes ’• ansi«--̂  
ready. Dr. Tille will be responsible lor the ‘ '
will be the second attempt to bring Nietzsc i 
an English audience.

* * * 1 lt
Our readers will be pleased to hear 1
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reached°n S R:ltionaKstic novel, The Light: A Romance, has 
theSe d;,'! se!rond edition. Mr. Hamilton writes boldly in 
years of °/ compromise. His book must have cost him 
jects ar>d displays an intimate knowledge of sub-
and are not generally known. He is very enthusiastic, 
the readp deeply. The following quotation will give
his views*".a ™r 'dea °f Mr. Hamilton’s method of inculcating

ôsen̂ pp ôu must know that the Israelites were God’s 
heather, ° ,’ w'K>nl he worked his wonders against the

kibe has °n,?le- M was the “ chosen people,” as every other 
&ct—Wh«Ca,led 'ts°k in its time—the Jews themselves, in 

‘Yes > " rote ^1e Old Testament, did they not ?’
“ ' Th ' ■

S e n t "  1 1 ?  «« Jews themselves who said that the\’ were 
‘“ Yes h C  ‘S il not so?’‘Oh ’¡„jb Moses and the prophets were inspired by God.’ 
“ ' Thev u Ced ! And how do you know that ?’
“ •Thenv Kel-VessaIdso-’i • If I °U °e êve a man when he says he is inspired by 

, “ 11 do were to say so, would you believe me ?’
Sieved f know you. Moses and the prophets have been 
t, “'0 h !n (°rages.’
1, . Moses u,nioan that the continued assertion of the Jews 
yievipg ti and the prophets were inspired justifies you in 

J°rks a m ;' | ey were inspired ? Continued assertion, then, 
ere not ’ or> 1° nut it vulrmrlv. iust sunnosintr thevPh —1 insnlY ii ° r’ ,to Put !t vulgarly, just supposing they 
°ugh tim(, p * a Ee becomes truth, if believed in for long 

,at the bonl Rut .one more question. How do you know 
‘ Ml?’ is attributed to Moses were written by Moses

' But
our Lord quotes from Moses in the

ra,n)’ of vr!n ar.a lassie ; as you might quote Shakespeare, 
V / .....f c English national authors.’

.. Uft,* * y o u  Q U O tp  a  f l i i n r r  i r n i i  r ro r

sto •*'an Might 'b 1 quote Baron Munchausen, or the 
ar r'es Were \v 'h attainments, it does not prove that these 

true 1 „ ntten by their supposed authors, or that they

you quote a thing, you generally believe it to

lati"ïSlÎb ^ &
“f& Ü - Co,

warier !rieat for the average subscriber to the circu- 
es > but it s-------  - r 'serves a most useful purpose.

tf4n̂ >r?e MerPri-o f  and Co. are issuing a sixpenny edition 
But} •, e great 11 s P rdeal of Richard Feveral. Prodigious ! 

they ? Buhhc finding out General Meredith at last!

S°CIAL

sev,S'R,. To

Correspondence.

!SM AND SACERDOTALISM.

to
'1 have"1 EniT0R OF “ the freethinker.” 
years, Boon a member of the Fabian Society for

ï(Tal< ! Y  > «  !,

leadin’ as ai.- views are by no means popular

S ?  ?xte'nt it th°uld never have joined it had I known]  i f  1I « * V -  J W 1I I V . U  1 1  1 I « U  1  i v u v

et;n have snni-'as u.ncler clerical influence. I have no 
?.’1'on.As of inf‘„ ° 'en with too generous frequency at its
■ »ft

? > h iitS
can'?- sP'r'ts. No Roman Catholic or High 

'l? Mr °i?btaininr?in any Socialist movement, exc 
pb'eitu Myndm Runclu?yseif"and «‘ ts fQr nor

> UP ^ £ w e t0 - the5-r own, and ignoring Secularist,

v-tr. T, '“ .nin„  „ . ------- —  ■— ------- - except with
R u . ue and improper influence. To this
N k > y s e l f " and the S.D.F. have tardily awakened.
■ r°tw  ’°r . 01 any other Secularist has attacked the

complain of is that for doing the sameSe'“eRce'>" Meas
|l|l:iris't C. s. isWe have been attacked with outrageous 

cl, ,c°nc; ."’bo is Pr°bably unaware of this fact, but everv 
p MleJMer s active in our can«« will bear me oof.°ni» iiF ft© w»11 ™  iiiv; wuii
11 ae.°f thr- e,r rin-i , lans âve done very ^ood work, but I 

Rt „>>r ... ;rt'gbtnU> the titIe of Social Democrats, and 
Rnt leaders admits in a letter to me

hu ans
n,'ire nQ. . " '« 11  leaders admits in a letter to me 

Rsa'u*’ bi his'"iOCratS 111 l ' le °M  sense. H ow  far
H; ?°fion a body I ,lls Imperialistic ideas, represents the iUch-Os R..V.1 know nM 1... ̂  ...... __ _ A . 1__ ..11S by the; n.°" n°t> but they appear to endorse all 

rn"i'ly ,,r applause, and what with such ideas 
r,r " ‘Oss ta‘10nal. while Socialism is international, 

veh, Rfore f r i e n d unclerstand how Fabians can hold out ves». e> ad a-q sh -  ■

nnan 
it,
f •

^seZ’ ado,Sencê “°Pt the th /° Continental Socialists ; or, as I 
’ ^Ust h. .) e °*̂  Social Democrats, which, in its 

, to  le ‘Antithesis to priestcraft.
‘n %'^As ;i|i, ___  A. J. Marriott.

!̂ sbcpS. sVrh' b°ciei,?L ‘ be evil effects of clerical influence 
.'■ Yt fltl the^by \vi’i|Ur?,ency was refused for a motion to 
S o  h^otten1reyfus c;LZolK, !n his gallant struggle for 

"s dise’ 'vheu .1 e‘. I were better the Fabian Society 
redit eau. than that history should record

TyS,«  w
'^0;'0rb, Ip -----------

^  ^ S lasm ; but the only way 
u Holmes,

to get at

Profane Jokes.

A Catholic labourer, coming along a slippery pavement, 
slightly inebriated, lost his balance, and— sat down. Down 
the street came the priest. “ Ah, Pat,” said he, thinking the 
opportunity good for driving home a moral, “ sinners stand 
on slippery ground.” “ S o l see,” said Pat; “ and begorra, 
it was more than I could do.”

“ The first thing to arrange,” said the newly-arrived 
missionary, “ is an interior situation.” “ Certainly,” said the 
cannibal chief, smacking his lips.

“ Have you ever heard Ingersoll on 1 Moses ’ ?” inquired one 
man of another. “ No,” was the response; “ but I would 
give twenty dollars to hear Moses on Ingersoll.”

A little girl, when asked by her teacher, “What does the 
Bible say about lies ?” answered : “ Lies are an abomination 
to the Lord, but—but a very present help in time of trouble.”

Benny, the four-year-old member of the family, had been 
trained to believe in the deep-water form of baptism. This is 
believed to be the reason why he was trying to plunge the 
household cat into a bucket of water. The animal resisted. 
It howled, and scratched, and clawed, and used violent 
language. Finally, Benny, with his hands covered with 
scratches and with tears in his eyes, gave it up. “ Darn 
you 1” he said. “ Go an’ be a Methodis’ if you want to 1”— 
Chicago Tribune.

“ Johnny, are your people going to take you with them on 
that trip across the ocean ?” “ Yes’m.” “ Aren’t you afraid ?” 
“ Nome. Ain’t afraid of nothin’. I’ve been vaccinated an’ 
baptised.”— Chicago Tribune.

A gentleman getting into a crowded tramcar was unable 
to obtain a seat. Looking round, and observing an old 
woman of considerable dimensions taking up more room than 
he thought necessary, he remarked : “ Well, this is a regular 
Noah’s Ark. We have specimens of the elephant here, I see.” 
“ Yes,” replied the old wife, “ and there was donkeys in the 
Ark as well, Mister.”

W hat Voltaire Saw.
“ This is no longer a time for jesting,” wrote Voltaire; 

“ witty things do not go well with massacres. What ? These 
Busirises in wigs destroy, in the midst of horrible tortures, 
children of sixteen ! And that in face of the verdict of ten 
upright and humane judges ! And the victim suffers it ! 
People talk about it for a moment, and the next they are 
hastening to the comic opera ; and barbarity, become the 
more insolent for our silence, will to-morrow cut throats 
juridically at pleasure. Here Calas broken on the wheel ; 
there Sirven condemned to be hung ; further off a gag thrust 
into the mouth of a lieutenant-general ; a fortnight after that 
five youths condemned to the flames for extravagances that 
deserved nothing worse than Saint Lazare. Is this the 
country of philosophy and pleasure ? It is the country rather 
of the Saint Bartholomew Massacre.”— Voltaire, Œuvres, 
Ixxv. , p. 359 ; Corr.

The Secular Society, Limited.
REGISTERED OFFICE—376-7, STRAND, LONDON, W.C.

T his Society has been incorporated for the purpose of legalising 
the receipt, holding, and expenditure of funds for the promotion 
of Secularism. Its objects, as set forth in the Memorandum of 
Association, comprise every essential for which Secularists are 
striving. The governing idea of all of them is expressed in this 
primary clause :— “  To promote, in such ways as may from time 
to time be determined, the principle that human conduct should 
be based upon natural knowledge, and not upon supernatural 
belief, and that human welfare in this world is the proper end of 
all thought and action.’'

The Society has powers to purchase, lease, rent, or build halls 
or other premises ; to employ lecturers, writers, organisers, or 
other servants ; to publish books, pamphlets, or periodicals ; to 
assist other associated persons or individuals who are specially 
promoting any of its objects; to co-operate with any kindred 
Society in any part of the world ; and to do any other lawful 
thing in furtherance of all or any of its said objects. To this end 
it is empowered to “ have, hold, receive, and retain any sums of 
money paid, given, devised, or bequeathed by any person, and to 
employ the same for any of the purposes of the Society.”

Intending members must be proposed and seconded in writing, 
and admitted by the Board of Directors, which consists of twelve 
members elected at the Annual Members’ Meeting. Each member 
admitted pays an entrance fee of 10s., and after the first year of 
his (or her) membership a subscription of 5s. annually.

Persons of means who approve the Society’s objects are in
vited to insert a clause on its behalf in their wills. This may be 
done without the slightest fear of misadventure. It would be 
well, although not necessary, to apprise the Board of Directors 
of such a clause having been inserted ; or the communication 
could be made (in confidence) to the Chairman.

Without waiting for the realisation of such bequests, the Board 
of Directors appeal to members and sympathisers for donations, 
in order to push on the Society’s work.
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S U N D A Y  LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

[Notices o f Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, 
and be marked “ Lecture Notice,”  i f  not sent on post-card.\

LONDON.
B radlaugh  C lub  and  In stitu te  (36 Newington Green-road, 

Ball’s Pond): 8.30, A Concert.
South  L ondon E th ical  S o cie ty  (Surrey Masonic Hall, Cam

berwell New-road, S.E.) : 7, J. M. Robertson, “ The Rational 
Treatment of Criminals.”

O pen-a ir  P ropaganda.
B r o c k w ell  P a r k  (near Herne-hill Gates): 3.15, E. Pack, 

"W hat we Owe to the Bible ” ; 6,30, E. Pack, “ The Soldiers of 
Christ.”

C am be r w ell  (Station-road): 11.30, E. Pack, “ Christ and 
Seneca.”

E dmonton (corner of Angel-road): 7, W. Ramsey.
F insbury  B ranch  (Clerkenwell Green): 11.30, W. J. Ramsey.
H ammersmith  (The G rove): 7.15, F. A. Davies.
H am pstead  H eath  (Jack Straw’s Castle) : 3.15, S. E. Easton.
H yde  Pa r k  (near Marble Arch): Lectures every week evening 

at 8. Sunday, at 11.30, F. A. Davies.
K ilburn (corner of Victoria-road) : 7.15, Stanley Jones.
K ingsland  (Ridley-road) : 11.30, S. E. Easton, “ Where will 

You Spend Eternity?”
Mile E nd W a s t e : 11.30, A. B. Moss ; 7, R. P. Edwards. 

May 24, at 8, C. Cohen.
Peckham Ry e : 3.15, E. Pack.
S tr a tfo r d  (The G rove): A. B. Moss, “ A  New Bible.”
T he T riangle (Salmon Lane, Limehouse): 11.30,R P. Edwards. 

May 23, at 8, C. Cohen.
S. L. E. S. (Peckham Rye): 11.15, Nr. Potter. (Brockwell 

Park) : 3.15, J. Clarke.
V ictor ia  Park (near the Fountain): 3.15, A. B. Moss.
W estm inster  (Grosvenor Embankment): 11.30, E. Calvert, 

“ Whence Came Christianity, and how was it Transmitted to Us?
COU N TRY.

B irmingham (Town H all): N.S.S. Conference. Meeting at 7 
in the Town Hall. May 22, Excursion to Stratford-on-Avon.

C hatham  S ecular  So c ie ty  (Queen’s-road, New Brompton): 
2.45, Sunday-school; 7.30, A. E. Elderkin, "Tricks of Modern 
Theology : An Examination of the New Free Church Catechism.”

E dinburgh  (Moulders’ Hall, 103 High-street): 6.30, Mr. Paul, 
“ Auld Nick.”

G lasgow  (Lecture Hall, n o  Brunswick-street) : 12, Annual 
Business Meeting; 6.30, Social Meeting.

G reat Y armouth  F re eth in k e r s ’ A ssociation  (Freethinkers’ 
Hall, bottom of Broad-row): 7, Violin Selections by Professors 
Elliot and R ay; 7.15, A ,.H . Smith, “ What Freethinkers have 
Done.”

Manchester  S ecular Ha ll  (Rusholme-road, All Saints): 
Closed for Summer Season.

Lecturers’ Engagements.
C. CoiIEN, 17 Osborne-road, High-road, Leyton.— May 21, 

Birmingham Conference.

A rth ur  B. Moss, 44 Credon-road, London, S.E.— May 21, 
m., Mile End ; e., Victoria Park; e., Stratford. 28, a., Hamp
stead Heath. June 4, m., Hyde Park; e., Hammersmith; 18, 
a. and e., Brockwell Park ; 25, m., Battersea.

H. P ercy  W a r d , 5 Alexandra-road, Edgbaston, Birmingham. 
— May 21, Birmingham. June 25, Northampton.

R. P. E dw ar d s, 52 Bramley-road, Notting-hill.— May 21, m. 
Limehouse; e., Mile End; 28, m., Clerkenwell; e., Edmonton.

E. Pack, 10 Henstridge-place, Ordnance-road, St. John’s Wood 
— May 21, m., Station-road, Camberwell ; a., Brockwell Park; e.t 
Peckham R ye; 28, m., Battersea Park; a., Regent’s Park.

W. J. Rendell’s “ Wife’s Friend”
Recommended by Mrs. Besant in Lam o f Population, p. 32, and 
Dr. Allbutt in Wife’s Handbook, p. 51. Made ONLY at No. 15 
Chadwell-street, Clerkenwell; 2s. per doz., post free (reduction 
in larger quantities). For particulars send stamped envelope.

Important Caution.
B ew are  of useless imitations substituted by some dealers and 
chemists, the words “  Rendcll & Co," and “ J . W. Rendell,” etc., 
being speciously and plausibly introduced to deceive the public.

L oo k  for  A utograph  R egistered  T rade Mark

In Red Ink on each bo x , w ith o u t  w hich  none are  g enuine.

Higginson's Syringe, with Vertical and Reverse Current, 3s. 6d., 
4s. 6d., and 5s. 3d. Dr. Palfrey’s Powder, is. 2d. Quinine Com
pound, is. 2d. Dr. Allbutt’s Quinine Powders, 3s. per doz. All 
prices post free.

POSITIVISM.

1 ‘Reorganisation, without god or hing, by the f ŝ ,n 
worship o f Humanity. ”

Information and publications on the Religion of HulJj,|) ci 
may be obtained free on application to the Ch 
Humanity, Newcastle-on-Tyne.FLOWERS OF FREETHOUGffi

G. W. Foote.

First Series (cloth), 2s. 6d.
Contents :— Old Nick— Fire !! 1— Sky Pilots— Devil 

Fighting Spooks— Damned Sinners— Where is Hell. ? |ey C
and Hell— Is Spurgeon in Heaven ?—-God in Japan—  pjU 
Providence— Gone to God— Thank God —  JiidgIT)<(’n.pji| V 
Shelley’s Atheism— Long Faces— Our Father— wa't ,s jltf 
Die— Dead Theology— Mr. Gladstone on Devils— Hu* t!>
take— The Gospel of Freethought— On Ridicule— prl “ 
Blasphemers?— Christianity and Common Sense—-1 1 v 
Hosts— Consecrating the Colors— Christmas in Hollo'' LoH , 
Who Killed Christ?— Did Jesus Ascend?— The R';sinh. persf£l1 
Paul’s Veracity— No Faith with Heretics—The Logic 0 
tion— Luther and the Devil— Bible English— Living (rgnfl'f 
Victor Hugo— Desecrating a Church— Walt Whitman — 
and the Bible— Christ’s Old Coat— Christ’s Coat, Num gtherx 
Scotched, Not Slain—God-Making— God and the 
Miracles— A Real Miracle— Jesus on Women— Paul on 
Mother’s Religion.

Second Series (cloth), 2s. 6d. frOd ®
Contents :— Luscious Piety— The Jewish Sabbath^^,ertin|.

— Professor Stokes on Immortality— Paul Bert ,_.-jphe
Corpse— Bradlaugh’s Ghost— Christ and Brothcrhoo eŜ - 
of God— Melchizedek— S’w’elp me God— Infidel rS—11
Atheists Cruel ?— Are Atheists Wicked ?— Rain Hoc paItiiF*\j 
Puerilities— “ Thus saith the Lord ’’— Believe or n - k 
Christian Charity— Religion and Money— Clotted
Bacon on Atheism— Christianity and Slavery- Christ

Bosk̂ njt'

— Secularism and Christianity— Altar and Throne^HSj-jje Vf|l.J
■—The Praise of Folly— A Lost Soul— Happy m 
God— Keir Hardie on Christ— Blessed be ye 
Infidels— Mrs,
Besant on

Hell-
Poor Coi", if

Bible"
rs. Booth’s Ghost— Talmage on the ¡̂¡eo[°̂ y

--------- Death and After— The Poets and Libera ¿(in5’ ,«
Christianity and Labor— Duelling— An Easter Egg ‘ gj;
— Down among the Dead Men— Smirching a Hero-' .g V t,i 

■ ' “ ■ The 1 ar??'aisi>n. Jand Jesus Christ—Jehovah the Ripper 
W age— Did Bradlaugh Backslide ? —  .  —  j „„
Atheism— Save the Bible !— Forgive and Forgery u

. .i—:—  _„a the rre _ri

Frederic Sljr

Bethlehem— The Great Ghost— Atheism and th e ^ F ^ jV ^

The

tion -I’ iggottism—Jesus at the Derby— Atheist 
Religion for Eunuchs— Rose-Water Religion.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-T H E  B E ST  - -  , ,
ON NEO-M ALTHUSIANISM IS, I B E l Ih jjfi

TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND p 
OF neo-m alth u sian isM

By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S.,

160 pages, with portrait and autograph, bound >n 
Price is ., post free.

In order to bring the information within the rcatl‘ a) 
most important parts of the book are issued in a P p
Doo-m; ?>f r\VC DUVMV nnef ft-ex a r>r\ Copl Ŝ O*
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