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The fact is that “  damn ”  is a remarkably common 
word in the Bible, and if an irate saint is not to be 
allowed to used it when he feels disposed, what on earth 
has become of English freedom ?

But why, it may be asked, should Dr. Parker damn 
anybody, even the Sultan of T urkey? Is it not 
written that Jesus came to save, not to destroy ; and 
should not Dr. Parker follow in the footsteps of his 
M aster? But this question involves a very partial view 
of the glorious Gospel. Jesus did, indeed, come to 
save the few, but he also came to damn the many, or 
at least to let them be damned by his Father. Many 
are called, but few chosen; many slide down the way to 
Hell, few climb the path to Heaven ; the sheep 
are a little flock, the goats are a countless multi­
tude. Salvation is for the elect, and damnation 
for the mob. According to the old religion— 
instead of the modern makeshift—the chief work of 
the Lord is the damnation of sinners. He sometimes 
protests that he doesn’t like it, but he laid down his 
plan and abides by it, and even a deity must be judged 
by actions rather than by words. Byron felt, in the 
good old orthodox days of eighty years ago, that he 
was very much alone in wishing to circumscribe the 
limits of Hell’s hot jurisdiction, and that the clergy 
would hold that he ought to be damned for “ hoping 
no one else might e’er be so .”

On the whole, therefore, we think that Dr. Parker’s 
“  God damn ” is susceptible of an easy justification. 
But some people will ask why “  God damn ” ? W hy 
not call on the Devil to do it, as Macbeth does to 
the messenger who brings the tidings that Burnham 
wood has come to Dunsinane ?— “ The Devil damn 
thee black, thou cream-faced loon.” W ell, the answer 
is very simple. The Devil damns nobody ; all who are 
damned are damned by _God. When you look at it 
closely, the Bible God is the Devil. The two person­
ages have got on the wrong tickets. This is felt to be 
so by unsophisticated people. When a rough fellow 
swears, he says “  God damn you.” He knows instinc­
tively who it is that presides over damnation.

Over in America they say there are three sorts 
of fools : fools, damn fools, and God damn fools. 
W herever the English language goes, it carries with 
it the peculiarity which Byron noticed in the Don Ju a n  
couplet at the head of this article.

Several years ago Colonel Ingersoll w as quoting a 
legal author called Moses in arguing a case of Man­
damus in court, and the Christian judge, thinking he 
would take a rise out of “  Bob,”  asked : “  By the way, 
Mr. Ingersoll, is that the gentleman you go about the 
country abusing ?” —alluding to the then very famous 
lecture on “ The Mistakes of M oses.”  “ Oh, no,” 
Ingersoll readily replied ; “  this is Moses on Mandamus ; 
the other is Moses on God damn us.”  That judge never 
tried it on “ Bob ”  again. As for Dr. Parker, he is not 
exactly an Ingersoll, but he is not to be bullied for his 
“ God damn,” at least by Christians. From every point 
of view the expression is strictly orthodox.

G. W . F oote.
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Physical Basis of Mind.

T heologians not only pervert the human intellect with 
false doctrines and degrading creeds, but they mis­
represent man’s physical nature by ascribing to it a 
dual character. That is, they allege that in addition 
to our bodies we possess a mind or soul, which they 
assert is superior to the material organisation, and 
which, moreover, regulates and controls its functions. 
This supreme force is regarded by theologians as an 
entity apart altogether from matter, except that it 
uses the material organisation as a  medium for its 
manifestations. It is not difficult to see why this 
error originated, and why it is still perpetuated by 
professed Christians. Upon it is based the theory 
o f the Christian doctrine o f immortality. The body 
is known, as such, to cease to e x is t ; but it is urged 
we have a soul, which survives through all time. This, 
we allege, is a mere conjecture, having no foundation in 
facts known to us. No one has given a satisfactory 
definition of the soul, where it is located, and in what 
manner it influences the body. Much confusion of 
thought has been caused upon this subject by certain 
writers contending that soul and mind are the same. 
I f  this were so, it would be fatal to the theory of 
immortality, inasmuch as all manifestations of mind 
cease at death. Lord Brougham wrote : “  I f  the mind 
perishes, or ceases at death, it is the only example of 
annihilation we know of.”  This allegation is based 
upon the assumption that the mind is an entity, which 
means that it is an existence p e r sc. This we deny. 
Mind is a  property o f matter depending upon the brain 
and the general organisation for its manifestations. 
W e accept the word “ m ind”  simply as indicating the 
intellectual part of our physical organisation. W e are 
asked if mind is not higher than m atter? T o which 
we reply in the negative, for it is a part of it. W e 
have no evidence of mind apart from matter. It is 
also said : “  Does not mind control m atter?” Not 
always, as in the case of epilepsy and paralysis.

Dr. W igan, in his work, The D uality o f the M ind, 
writes : “  The mind every anatomist knows to be a set 
of functions of the brain, differing only in number and 
degree from the intellect of animals ; but the soul is a 
very different topic for consideration.”  “  If mind and 
soul were identical, then the soul could not be an 
immaterial principle ; for mind, we see, is a thing 
o f gradual growth, increasing, bit by bit, from less 
than that o f the lowest quadruped to the exhibition 
of the highest intellect. The infant just born has 
no voluntary power, no will, no reflection, no perception ; 
it has scarcely sensation : yet all these come by slow 
degrees ; and the accumulation o f faculties which are 
ultimately to constitute a  mind may be retarded or 
ent rely prevented by disease or want of cultivation.”  
“ Can the mind, then, be a  thing p e r se distinct and 
separate from the body? No more than the motion 
can exist independent o f the watch ; and all the argu­
ments o f theologians and metaphysicians on this subject 
are founded on the confusion of term s.” Bain, in his 
M ental Science, tells us that the only account o f mind 
strictly admissible in a scientific sense, “ which must 
stand for a definition,”  is that which specifies the 
properties of such functions as feeling, will or volition, 
thought or intellect, through which all our experience, 
as well objective as subjective, is built up.”  Hume 
writes that mind is “  nothing but a heap or collection 
o f different perceptions united together by certain 
relations.”  Hamilton says it is “ that which thinks, 
feels, wills, desires, etc.”

The old orthodox notion, that mind is a spiritual 
agency, has been shown to be erroneous by modern 
scientific investigations. There is now no doubt that 
mind has a physical basis. In his lecture (on Friday, 
April 21) at the Royal Institution, upon “  The Structure 
o f the Brain in Relation to its Functions,”  Dr. F . W. 
Mott, F .R .S .,  sa id : “ Microscopic examination was, 
he thought,^ a  sufficient proof o f the physical basis of 
mind.” This accords with Professor Huxley’s state­
ment, “ that, so far as observation and experiment 
go, they teach us that the psychical phenomena are 
dependent on the physical.”  Dr. Maudsley, in his 
Physiology o f M ind  (p. 126), sa y s : “ By observation 
o f mental phenomena, wherever displayed and of
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the means of knowing which serve him in other *ciel’ j]at 
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comparison, and judgment, however inefficient 
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same race, so is the manifestation o f in 
inasmuch as we acknowledge that all the vll peC yt 
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them in the alembic of the mem ory?” obJe d£f !.h 
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name of Spiritualism. By matter we 
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can, therefore, only act consistently to e\ \ $ lf
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position submitted to us. W e canno » -̂¡gheS. 
repudiate its authority in judging of * ’J: a«po*Lc 
tion of things. This is our standard '
matters material, or so-called sp*rl
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appears true, after the most r i g o r o u s  criticis , 
andvve reject every error immediately it is dl .. h j  
F°r instance, we regard two truths as bemg established 

far as our present knowledge extends ie m 
,'blllty of matter and the invariable order of' ‘ /
J  nature we mean all that is, because, ̂ s o ^ ^  
no"n, it has no limit- in 0nor«» «■>«■ t.m<»’ not "'' u,nas 110 limit in space or time. The term spirit 
aVe lncluded in this definition, for the reason that we 

belief ° J ° T * tioa of what it is. I f it exist, its claims to.-S
-“cl can be established only by ° 1Y '.t claims be thus 

observation and experiment. _ B 10U , cease to be
successfully proved, Spiritualism 'V  ucb as it  will 
aistinguished from Materialism, ' ‘ y.i:sue<j order of 
bo within our conception o f the e - twQ different 
hvngs. We fail to see ho%v there can that we

binds of truth, in the sense o f th ey  being another that
can apprehend by our understanding, assert that
'v® cannot. W e arc aware that the » the reach of
tbore are two kinds of tru th -o n e  wit beljeve
icason, and the other above i t ; bu ‘ given to

'? theory, as no sufficient reason * ference to such
sin accepting such a proposition. . £  important

Preposterous claims, we ask the , the reason
Question: If there is a  truth above or bey ?  Qf

man to comprehend, how can it e . tb does not 
°urse our inability to understand sue relation to

P.r?v* its non-existence, but it disposes o f our 
« and, consequently, it is  no truth o -  th-ings in

science it is the practice to exp . ..c phrases 
atenalistic terms ; and to adopt spi but \t tends 

, ’ !? 0ur opinion, not only o f no advan S  ' g jnto the 
b® confusion of ideas, and leads tnai - for ceasing 

S'on of obscurity. W e see no justificatio 
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to
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We
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icate " 1  ̂ rnatfpr cn nr- î-*• ̂ ^01 matter, so long as our object is to 
are ailx-a'  We ^ in k  and feel. The main point that 

Ur Powers10l|S t0 insist uP °n is that no unknown power 
^Piaininp-th °rUld be appealed t0 for the PurP °se  o f 
0 forces iu t° *ac' s existence when we are cognisant 
?Ver> an Unu are sufficient to achieve the object. More- 
.? Us if it - n° Wr! Power can only be of practical service 
bose of o . Manifestations admit o f verification, which 
ruffis that ritUa 1̂Sm c' °  not' W e, therefore, rely 

arc demonstrated by material processes.
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actor. Language and thought t
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inextricably bound together that, as Locke says, “ it 
is impossible that men should ever truly seek, or 
certainly discover, the agreement or disagreement of 
ideas themselves whilst their thoughts flutter about, 
or stick only in sounds of doubtful and uncertain 
significance.”  Slovenliness or carelessness of speech, 
if it is not the result of slovenly thinking, is almost 
certain to produce it in the long run ; and, although one 
may feel inclined to pass it by in the case of ordinary 
individuals, it becomes highly reprehensible in the case 
of those who write or speak with an eye to educating 
the general public. Here above all things it is necessary, 
not only that we use language which accurately expresses 
our own ideas, but that we also refrain from using words 
that will raise misleading ideas in the minds of our hearers. 
Of the evil of an incautious use of current words vve have 
a striking example in the case of Darwin, whose use of 
the term “  Creator,”  which, in spite of his expression of 
regret at having “  truckled to public opinion ”  and used 
a term that was merely an expression of his own igno­
rance, has always served religious apologists as an 
excuse for crediting him with Theistic views.

Probably those Secularists who use the word “ religion” 
would attempt to justify themselves by defining it, with 
Mill, as “  the strong and earnest direction of the emo­
tions and desires towards an ideal object, recognised as 
of the highest excellence, and as rightfully paramount 
over all selfish objects of desire.”  But this definition of 
religion, in common with that of Mr. Frederic Harrison, 
as “  the complex synthesis of heart, intellect, and moral 
energy, resulting in a practical scheme of personal and 
social duty,”  entirely ignores the historic and scientific 
sense of the word. One can realise the absurdity of 
these definitions by trying to picture savages, who can 
surely not be denied a religion, striving to effect “  a 
complex synthesis of heart, intellect, and moral energy,” 
or directing their “  emotions and desires towards an 
ideal object ”  that shall be “  rightfully paramount over 
all selfish objects of desire.”

As a matter of fact, what Mill regards as the essence 
of religion is really one side of its modern expression 
under very severe pressure, and represents a concession 
to modern requirements rather than its real nature. 
Kant was certainly more correct in defining religion 
as a combination of theology and morals, although 
even here the definition is too exclusive, since it would 
confine religion to the higher and more civilised races 
alone. A far more accurate definition is that of D ’Alivella, 
“  The conception man forms of his relations with the 
superhuman and mysterious powers on which he believes 
himself to depend” ;* but the really complete definition 
of religion, and theonlyone that embraces within its sweep 
both savage and civilised man, is that of Tylor, which 
is simply “  the belief in spiritual beings.” !  This is the 
one thing that all religions agree on, and it must, by all 
rules of logic, stand as the essential part of their being.

Consequently, the complaint against those who define 
religion in Mill’s sense is that they altogether ignore the 
development of religion and its historical associations. 
It is the neglect of the latter factor that constitutes 
the real danger of its use. For, whether the quantity of 
supernaturalism has been great or small, religion has 
always been associated with it, and has been looked 
upon as naught without it. To the vast majority of 
people to-day it implies as much. Tell a hundred men 
that you arc religious, and ninety-nine will credit you 
with a belief in supernaturalism. It is not as in the 
case of a word like Atheism, which accurately represents 
certain people’s ideas, and a misunderstanding of which 
they seek to correct. In this case the ordinary man does 
not misunderstand religion ; it is the Rationalist who 
is trying to give it a new meaning— and that to no use- 
ful end. As it stands, the word is bound up with a 
number of ideas that are, to a Secularist, mischievous ; 
it lias evil associations, and those who realise the power 
of words in coercing thought may well question whether, 
for the sake of having a tail like other foxes, it is advis­
able to continue using a word which, by its associations, 
can only confuse the already sufficiently confused public 
mind and strengthen a superstition that is already suffi­
ciently strong without our clandestine assistance. “ I 
believe,”  said a gentleman to me some years ago—“ I

* Ilibbert Lectures, 1891, p. 47. 
t Primitive Culture, vol. i., p. 383.
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believe that you are a bit of a Freethinker?”  “  No, you 
are mistaken— I am a lump of one,”  was my reply. 
When I broke with religion I not only gave up the 
thing, but the name also ; and I am egotistical enough 
to wish others to follow my example.

Personally, I am altogether unable to see what useful 
purpose can be served by any Secularist continuing to 
use such a word as “  religion. ”  To define religion as 
consisting in a belief in God and a future life is to clearly 
exclude Atheists and Agnostics from using it ; while, if 
we enlarge the definition to cover any theory of life and 
its duties, then it becomes valueless from its very gener­
ality. A description or a definition, to be of value, must 
exclude something ; but as everyone, no matter what he 
may call himself, has some theory of conduct, in enlarg­
ing the term we rob it of whatever value it might other­
wise possess. Everybody becomes religious, and in 
calling any particular individual so you no more indicate 
what his ideas are than you would convey an idea o f his 
physical appearance by saying how many arms and legs 
he possessed.

Or if it is said that we give the name religion to our 
“ scheme of personal and social duty,”  the question 
must be asked, W hy ? Because, it may be replied, it is 
higher than mere morality. But surely this is a position 
that every rational Secularist is bound to protest against. 
It is the very essence of the Secularist’s position that 
morality is weakened, not strengthened, by its connec­
tion with religious beliefs. If only as an object-lesson to 
Christians, Secularists should definitely sever life’s duties, 
both in language and action, from even an apparent 
connection with Christian superstitions. Besides, what 
is the good of using the word “  religion ”  if we have 
afterwards to spend a lot of time to explain that we only 
mean by it a “  scheme of personal and social duty ” ? 
True, Paine said his religion  was to do good; but, then, 
Paine believed in a God and a future life, and so had 
some right to the phrase. And even here all that Paine 
meant was, obviously, that he found the same motive 
for doing good and the same pleasure in its performance, 
because he believed it to be his duty as a man, that 
Christians found in the same actions because they 
believed they were carrying out the will of God. Used 
in that sense, the phrase may pass muster as a retort, 
but as a deliberate description of a Secularist’s position 
it cannot be too strongly reprobated. For my own part,
I cannot help regarding such phrases as “ the religion 
of Secularism ” or “  the religion of ethics,”  in the mouths 
of Secularists, as being either due to inaccurate think­
ing or to a foolish concession to public opinion. A man 
who has dropped all belief in the supernatural has no 
more right to define religion in such a manner as to 
cover his opinions on ethics than I have to call myself 
a Christian by defining Christianity so that it will 
harmonise with the principles of the N .S .S .

I do not care to say much to those who argue that it 
is not wise to outrage people’s feelings by dropping the 
word “  religion ”  altogether; but I feel that some word on 
this point is necessary. All that I would say is that I 
do not think that we gain the respect of those whose 
good opinion is worth having by needless compromise 
in either speech or action. After all that may be said 
of the meanness and littleness of human nature, there is 
with most people a sneaking regard for frank speech 
and fearless action ; and, in the long run, the only way 
of winning respect for one’s opinions is to show that we 
respect them ourselves. This can hardly be the case 
while we palter with words and play with phrases that 
concern the grounds of our position. Those of us who 
are genuinely anxious that the world should have done 
with certain ideas and frames of mind should, at least, 
take care that our own thought and speech arc as free 
from ambiguity as is possible.

Those who have followed the writings of Charles 
Bradlaugh know well the immense importance he 
attached, and rightly attached, to an exact definition 
of phrases used, and also to the use of words that 
should represent real ideas. One half the existing 
confusion of thought would be banished if these simple 
rules were followed out in practice. It is not that this is 
a mere question of scholastic accuracy. On the con­
trary, there are grave social issues involved. All around 
we can see Christianity seeking to accommodate itself to 
modern conditions by the use of specious phrases, while 
still perpetuating the same institutions and perpetrating
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able to so :the same social injuries. That it is aoic ^  — flVe( 
largely due to the coercive power of language 
thought; and in insisting on accuracy of speech " e. , 
really encouraging accuracy of thought, and thus 1 ; 
the foundations o f rightness of action. dJ.

A large part of our work as Freethought P q  
gandists consists in unmasking these false preten .er 
Christian leaders, and in showing that, under wl>a' . . .  f
name it be paraded, Christianity is the same at ^  
Surely, then, it becomes Secularists to cast thê  ^ejr
out of their own eye; to see that in a statement oi 
position they indulge in no ambiguous or rmsa- ^  
language ; to, as far as possible, avoid using vY0IV t|)at, 
revive evil associations; and to frankly recognise ^ .eV 
language being the great conduit whereby men ^
their discoveries, reasonings, and knowledge
to another, he that makes an ill use of it> thoug1’

does not corrupt the fountains of knowledge, which are

IS m hi"1
in things themselves, yet he does as much a? 
lies— break or stop the pipes whereby it is distri 
mankind. He that uses words without any c- ^  ^  
steady meaning:, what does he but lead himse^
others into errors? And he that designedly
ought to be looked on as an enemy to truth an^^,.
ledge.”

Hebrew Demonology and MaglC’
which,

the
It is  instructive to compare the treatment ", ^  frtni' 
subject of Bible demonology and magic recei peri1, 
theologians in different ages. In the media"a ¡onsi» 
none thought of criticising the demoniacal a ., thaE 
the Bible .............................. 1 1  ” r~ w  s‘In the last century John Wesley ^  plaie
to deny the existence of demons was to deny

‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ But at the be»n jfl)testimony of the Holy Scriptures, uu i 
of the present century Dr. Tregelles objecte ^  tltf 
attempt at equating the superstitious ideaS a"® 
ancient Arabs with those of the ancient H e h ^ j 0n a5
said : “  Such profane follies must not be 
illustrations or explanations of the inspired 1 Si i i u . j u  a u u i i . j  w i  v r  m v  -  ,  • g
as if the Holy Ghost could sanction such vam 1ot‘s

flfl)

that, while W esley denounced as blasphern̂ re.eft■lie"
attempt to deny the demonology of the Bible» ^ I#
just as fiercely denounced as blasphemous anyjjibic;

fo
di'to affirm the existence of demonology in the cle($l 

these succeed modern works, written by educate ^  jit)1 
men of the present day, in which the quesitl° nsCiel1!,ti"
superstition is approached in a more or 
spirit. All these things clearly demonstrate t 1 ^  tj1 
fact that we are always insisting upon—na tr':1<Jitllj,, 
theologians possess no special knowledge 
of their own ; they merely reflect the curre .
of the day— or the day before yesterday. undefst̂  

Religion cannot possibly be properly , , 
unless it is studied in connection with MaglC’
“ Religion ”  is nothing more than a tamed an tbe 
Magic, and it is often difficult to d istin gT ^  3S J r.
from the other. Magic may briefly be define^ sup— - - . . .  1attempt to have intercourse with spiritua  ̂ fofuii-vinpi iw ini i w. mivicuninv. n mi »
natural beings, and to influence those bei g # £l

benefit of man ” ; and of course Religion may ‘ J
in exactly the same terms. In a n arro w e^ ^ ;,

- r»1et lu &sense, it is true, Magic is confused with |ts 
the word is understood to denote feats of PL “ M‘.yi 
than the mere method of propitiation, and * c s ^ J i '  
and Divination ”  are brought into exactly * 1 i-
of partnership as that which exists betwee jjM
“ Miracles and Prophecy.”  Where the
believed in, however, it is not everyone

a ^ / a O
oi>

to practise it. Special individuals are cho$el* t AI . W  p i a u u o w  H .  u ^ i v - v i a i  1 1 1 U I  «  i w u u u  » » *  -  -  .  ->C » n r .
of their superior knowledge of the incantatm1 
which arc believed to have influence with 
beings. These chosen individuals are then t>
magicians of the tribe, and in more refin 
they at length develop into an organised P 
1 he priesthood, on attaining to power, / '
special merit for its own traditional obser' ¡^l . ¡< 
opposes all rival developments of the "'¡gstta'M-1' 
therefore, the Magic o f the recognised P ,  ¡î - 

Religion,” and the unrecognised charms ,‘l <r t|je 
tions are dismissed as mere “  Magic ”  usn's, 
word in a bad sense.

* Locke, Human Understanding, bk. 111.,

1
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original¡. lusvuginaL connection between Magic and Religion 
mere bypothesis ; it is a  process which can be

aemonstrated ' '
‘ . C ; ^ baI,med

to have really taken place ; and traces of

S'ho fori
in Language. The English word

P.
ktii
the

?lc is derived through the Latin from the “ M agi”»rl 4.1. . . .
'lied the priestly tribe or caste among the ancient

ersians- And;o\vn f. ’n this connection we may recall the well-
J siir Hebrew word for priest, Colicn, has

the 4 T ance “ diviner ”  among the Arabs ; while 
P^ticaf I ^ oze/l i which is used in the Hebrew pro- 
has th» °°k? 'n riie sense of one who sees visions, 
further meanin^ “ Astrologer” among the Arabs. 
High p!^°re’ ^ e  well-known equipment of the Jewish 
^gicaf2^ ’ 'V*tb "  Hrim and Thummim,” recalls other 
factoriK- ̂ racrices. The term Uritn has not been satis- 
c°nnecte?CĈ Unted *°r » but riie Thummim  is evidently 
W0rn Wlth the Th /jwmijVm o Troriorroforl Kaorlthe Arabic Thammim, a variegated bead
‘ C S f f i ?  as an amulet, and which, in the timePoiv

Mi
pers. ammad, was credited with extraordinary

very fr ’ m the sense of supernatural power, occurs 
Jewish l ^ " 1^  *n t l̂e Pentateuch. The framers of the 
lhe fablea^end?’ 'n order to enhance the reputation of 
filled in ^ atrj archs, pretended that they were greatly 
His rvirt.,1 laSlc- Thus in Genesis xxx. Reuben assists

m° Uler by gatherin mandrakes, which were^PPosed bv ft, uiaum atvtsj win^ix w cic
pr°Perties byT tlle Semitic nations to have peculiar 
aH°ng then Jacob exercised his magical powers 
greater n.C cattle in order to defraud Laban of the 
lrtd Aaro'lf ° P ^ 's Hocks and herds. Later, Moses 
JHcir aPPear before K ing Pharaoh and display 
‘ ke passa„,lS a£ a’nst that of the Egyptian sorcerers. 
P°Wer 0f ° f  the Red Sea was accomplished by the 
Sr'ielite • lc .magical rod of Moses ; and when theVr,.. in 4-L. _ «SenPeats, hf le desert were afflicted with the fiery 

t^etic jqa °.scf, displayed his knowledge of “  Sym- 
Pl̂ . satTie .H}' erecting the Brazen Serpent. In„  v/«. U C U 1 1 U V . 1 ,  "  l i c i t  U 1 V .
tli •" golden • ri'oi'bled with mice and tumors, they 
VerK c° Utitrv l.nia.” ,cs of these, and send them out of

m .tines 111 the Book of Samuel, when the ^al?e s arr<
" eir1 , X'VJUnt‘r\r * uuv* OV11VI I.11V111 out KJL

will dl ln tbe H°PC that the disease and the 
is k j°ns ; niPai' *:oSfetHer with their symbolical repre- 
sin Sieved' tr>U, as’ 'n Pentateuch, the scapegoat 
byS the peo ljai ry away on its devoted back all the 
ijr^atis 0f Jj* e> This idea of driving away the thing  
'1st ^ndre\v T '.e sy inb°l is a very widespread one ; and 
Sllffatlce, by ti. al1g  tells us that it is still followed, for 
in wfS> Say, fro nd*an.s ° t  Dacotah, who, when a man 
and ?ud' The m a bod’ Wld carve an image of the boil 
th  ̂ . Hlo\vn'\°0d?n b°H is placed in a bowl of water, 
Win’, Us the irn- vr°  P'eces with a gun. The idea being 

f. e destrovp/e. ls thus destroyed, the original boil 
e all;«.,>ccl a>so.very ? .Mlied 

al?0^ I y  foli 1biv:0uRh iL ‘ol.Iotv.
th,Viler

lan

t have beenpractice o f Divination uw . reWS, f0r,
y ‘ollowed among the anene... counts the little is said about it, Isaia 1 ' • ent men in-e lan am«ng the chief and most P ^ ^ e v e r, in their rtad: t’He Old Testament writers. classes,Us'»allv r̂e to exa't the priestly and Pr'H v-tf1the powers Uw'mnVl?s.t the priest and the Pr0Pjv j-ttfe room for the -4ct- a§lc'an and diviner, so as to le.The «-ty f  the latter.in A  Practi« e lat ktlleexi,,C„tlCc of M,!ij aot X,ste'ice 0f .ag 'c and Divination involves belief 
P°int Spir'ts or demons ; and, although this 

a ie\v„?nt> \vn Ccorded any prominence in the OldV : ° f th; l e a re
' ine demo  ̂ yet Presented with the names of 

z°ze/n ^ v itic ° bSvre.C0S nised by the ancient Hebrews.
‘ater .■  in iSa-“j’ Xvi-_ 9 (R .V .) we have mention of

L V r b ^ h  legenrlXXXiv‘ 15 of Lil//h< who fiS ures in 
i,ech”\S Xxx. j .  as the demon wife of Adam. In
i> Ssin<> a tvorrf 'v . lave Ghaluka (translated “  he «(,«1 n& n„». r{* whirl, . . . v . . • • ~ .> k  of°Ver f]le ,llc'' is related to the Arabic Ghoul.
Dr^nia , bit i.■ 1 Pperypha, in which the plot of the
, > i n al Posse«.bn' lre^ dependent upon the idea of vnt „ . ,aeSS10n. ,vr C.,1 ____ f. r__ ____
N Î ,?

"i the v '0n’. 'vc Und Demonology far more 
- i See from TiW riestiiment than in the Old, and 

I'is j  ^/cly r o J°sephus that the New Testament 
J^Hierz y '^ ities  ( V n ^  i ' lc superstition of their age. 
tK^gSoiUlg the ,1; • p "• 5)> the Jew ish historian, in 

sayR !n» ^.'11VParted accomplishments of°m0n
<111(1 "V'U Wl,. .’ saVS • « r- . •
ak. Sa'iat;, 1lcH exn«i , TOd a' so enabled him to learn 
1 K- Whii0 ¿ n  ^ moDs’ which is a science useful

. -« (_1 J w |/vuvvi ju v ii  inv/ttiimiivucj
01 IHe m , nipers arP alleviated, and he left 

'Vner of using exorcisms by which

He composed such incantations
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they drive away demons so that they never return, and 
this method of cure is of great force unto this day.”  
He then goes on to describe the exploits of a famous 
exorcist of his own time, named Eleazar, whose speciality 
was to cure demoniacs by driving the demons out of 
them into basins of water. And in Wars (V II., vi. 3) 
we have a curious description of the magical ceremonies 
necessary for gathering a certain herb which was sup­
posed to have the property of expelling demons. In 
the Talmud also it is evident that the Jew s of this 
period firmly believed that demons could be trans­
ferred from one individual to another, or from human 
beings to animals, and we come across such formulas 
as “  May the blindness of M., the son of N ., leave him, 
and pierce the eyeballs of this d o g ” ; which is, of course, 
exactly parallel to the idea of the famous miracle of the 
Gadarene swine.

Long before the foundation of Christianity, the Greek 
physicians had demonstrated the falsity of the theory of 
demoniacal possession, and therefore the Gospels repre­
sented a distinct degeneration from the knowledge of 
their time. Furthermore, they still tend to keep alive 
false ideas of the same character, and to retard the pro­
gress of truer ideas among peoples that are but slightly 
subject to European influence. In countries like China, 
for instance, where demoniacal possession is still believed 
in, the native perverts to Christianity naturally take the 
Gospel narratives in their true literal meaning, and the 
missionaries do not feel themselves called upon to correct 
these views, even though they themselves hold entirely 
different ideas from the natives. The Rev. R. Bruce 
tells us that a prominent convert to Christianity had, 
before his conversion, a great reputation as an exorcist. 
People supposed to be possessed came to him, or were 
brought to him, from all parts. Notwithstanding the 
fact that he had ceased to belong to the popular religion, 
and had become a Christian preacher, the natives, 
though themselves indifferent to Christian teaching, 
continued to flock to him, and they considered him to 
be as successful as he was before his change of faith. 
Such examples as these form a sufficient reply to the 
nonsensical theory that we sometimes hear enunciated 
at missionary meetings, to the effect that, in order to 
civilise the heathen, one must first convert them. In 
this, as in most other cases, the heathen, when con­
verted, retain all the unscientific superstitions that they 
possessed before contact with the Europeans ; and the 
only effect of their conversion is to add a fresh stratum, 
equally baseless and equally opposed to science and 
civilisation. Chilperic.

Mr. G. J. Holyoake’s Tribute to 
Edward Truelove.

R ead at the Graveside by G. W . F oote.
Tiioucu absent against my will, I send some words of 
tribute to the memory of Mr. Edward Truelove. It 
was in 1843 that I first knew him, when he was book­
seller to the John-street Institution, where the Social 
Reformers of that day had sought to found a Society 
of all Classes of all Nations. He had been a worker 
at the Quccnwood Community, commenced by disciples 
of Robert Owen. His admiration of the great Social 
Propagandist never ceased. Mr. Truelove’s interest 
in social improvement, which attracted him at the 
beginning, remained unchanged to the end of his long 
life of ninety years. For more than half a century I 
had friendly and personal knowledge of him, and 
always found him not only honest in dealing, but 
honest in principle—which is much rarer. He never 
explained away what he believed, nor sought to 
identify his beliefs with more profitable opinions, which 
were quite different, in order to shield himself from the 
consequences of his honest convictions. He stood by 
the truth. It is said that “ the one respect in which a 
child is superior to a man is its incapacity for lying.”  
In this respect Mr. Truclovc was always a child. If 
consistency brought peril or loss, he never changed. 
If it brought imprisonment—which it did—he never 
complained. He did not seek peril, he did not provoke 
it, and when it came lie did not shrink.

Mr. Truelove was best known as a bookseller, and 
occasional publisher. Any honest, well-intended work,
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originating in the bye-ways of independent thought, 
was welcome to him. Curious seekers for uncon­
ventional truth turned their steps to his shop in the 
Strand, or, when that was displaced by the erection of 
the Law Courts, to his shop in High Holborn. Such 
places are the fortresses of prohibited thought, not 
garrisoned without daring. The pioneers of pro­
scribed ideas, driven out of society like the Plague 
Ship into the loneliness of the ocean, could leave their 
exposition or defence with the intrepid bookseller, who 
would give it currency as opportunity offered. Mr. 
Truelove had not only the bookvendor’s passion, he had 
reverence for the works of the exiled thinker, and some 
of them, if scarce, he would not sell save to buyers who 
would cherish them. Disinterested as well as bold, his 
preference was for forbidden books which enrich the 
public, but not the publisher. He believed with Madame 
de Stael that the search for truth is the noblest pursuit of 
man, and the publication of it a duty. Personally, he 
trusted in truth as the most likely security for the 
present or the future. Therefore, there is praise for 
his usefulness and courage, and honor for his memory.

Blasphemous Knowledge.

T he world has progressed from a savage condition 
Because of our quests for the causes of things ;

And searching, though barren of hoped-for fruition,
Is fruitful for ever, whatever it brings.

Yet seeking for causes is damnably heinous ;
In wishing to seek for them, blasphemies lurk ;

For, clearly, from searching, God meant to restrain us, 
When writing his famed cyclopedic old work.

The book gives the purpose, cause, method, and reason 
Of everything, ev’ryvvhere, past and to be ;

So, ev’ry induction is blasphemous treason
To one who is known as the One who is Three.

This wonderful work gives the why and the wherefore 
Of all that is lawful for Christians to know ;

The Christians who wish to get knowledge must, therefore, 
Remember to never forget where to go.

On woman the Lord wouldn’t waste education ;
A second-hand hearsay’s enough for her nous ;

She’s simply advised to remain in her station,
And learn, if she wants to, at home from her spouse.

The book says that man was created in Asia 
In all respects perfect, 4000 b .c.,

Though people—and Jahveh, perhaps ’twill amaze ye— 
Were savages ages before in Torquay.

I f  slipping on “ peel,”  or the skin of a berry,
Inspire you to quote, or perchance improvise,

Address your remarks—at which sinners make merry— 
To Eve for believing the “ Father of Lies.”

If Eve had selected a blushing tomato
Instead of the pippin that gave us the “  pip,”

No “ peel ”  would impel with a spiteful staccato ;
No skin of a berry would cause you to slip.

The relative gravities, forenamed “ specific,”
Of water and iron are 1, say, and 8 ;

But Jahveh’s definitive text-book omnific
Inverts them to order, and all “ while you wait.”

A child that is deaf will exist as a “ dummy,”
Because it must hear ere it imitate sound ;

But dumbness is caused by Old Nick in the “ tummy ”— 
At least, in the Text-book the doctrine is found.

A sixty-mile journey due North makes Polaris 
Appear to ascend a degree in the sk y ;

By journeying sixty miles Southward, the star is 
Depressed a degree, to the traveller’s eye.

But, bless you ! though Science and Reason inform us 
That earth must he, therefore, a globe or a sphere,

’Tis, nathless, a plane ; for the sin is enormous 
To doubt what the Text-book of Christians makes clear.

The ethical crook in the Bible’s best pages—
The virtue that’s curst, and the vice that is blest;

The rascally saints, and the imbecile sages ;
The Evil perennial that’s “ all for the best”—

Attests inspiration, to those that are pious,
For scribes merely human are sane and humane ;

But God, in his Sovereignty, wishes to try us 
With ethic inversions, unreason, and pain.

When counselling rightly, its reasons are bad ones ; 
When wrongly, they’re far too absurd to assail :

Tne cases of those that obey it are sad ones ;
Obedience means poverty, madhouse, or jail.

The Book, to a reader of judgment and reading,
Is shocking, amusing, instructive, and odd ;

The folk that believe it are made by its leading 
As vile as its saints, and as bad as its God.

G. L. Mackenz|E'

Capital Punishment.
the

I THINK the refusal of Governor Roosevelt to cornn1̂ gt * 
sentence of Mrs. Place is a disgrace to the State. "  ^
spectacle, of man killing a woman—taking a poor, P ^  
frightened woman and strapping her to a chair, ana 1̂ 
arranging the apparatus so she can be shocked to ‘ 1
Many call this a Christian country'. A good rnanL^ill * 
who believe in hell would naturally feel it their duty t 
wretched, insane woman. . j„neb!

le

Society has a right to protect itself, but this can be do"f; 
al i"imprisonment, and it is more humane to put a crinun ' 

cell than in a grave. Capital punishment degrade  ̂¡s 
hardens a community, and it is a work of savagery- 
savagery. _ ts an

Capital punishment does not prevent murder, bui 
example by the State that is followed by its citizens- ^  
State murders its enemies, and the citizen murders ' ar|ly 
punishment that degrades the one punished must neC.s|inii!i>t 
degrade the one inflicting the punishment. No. f’.l;1.nlc(j by*1 
should be inflicted by a human that could not be im*lC
gentleman.:iJliciiiciu. «

For instance, take the whipping post. Some pc°P
arc«il"

.o fsUfavor of Hogging, because they say some offences are -jjjef 
a frightful nature that flogging is the only punishnien • 
forget that punishment must be inflicted by s°Ine jand $  
that somebody is a low, contemptible cur. 1 unders, ijiindj'’ 
John G. Shortall, president of the Humane Society 0 gjatell?r 
has had a Bill introduced into the legislature of the. . . .  - . . .  r, (|ie

Ilf* 
estid'1

I#

Certainly

the establishment of a whipping post. Aarken IL
The shadow of that post would disgrace ana ‘ 4 ty

whole State. Nothing could be more infamous, a •»«>
man is president of the Humane Society. Now the‘j^y n1
nrïçr-ï: W lm l iti tiiim n n r- nHntif l l i ic  ^sru-ïptv ? CC ‘ rflfiarises, What is humane about this Society 
its president. Undoubtedly he is sincere.
would take that position unless he was sincere. foci it
deliberately pretends to be bad. But the idea oj c 
president of the Humane Society is simply preposh

With his idea about the whipping post he "V^"ceN ,,

lf0US;
& JS *

society of hyenas for the cultivation of ferocity, *“ ‘j 
nothing short of that would do justice to his Bill-  ̂0»)  ̂
much confidence in the legislature of the State the,11'7 1 
my confidence rests in the fact that I do not know 
think the passage of such a Bill possible. If it " c 0f the ‘ 
think I would be justified in using the language . ,  yea yj 
Marylander, who said : “ I have lived in Maryland u 
but I have never counted them, and my hope 1 
won’t.” r %—Robert G. Ingersoll, in 1Jo u r n a lN e w

Robespierre’s Religion.Rousseau had brought a new soul into the 
century by- the Savoyard Vicar’s Profession °J.

Vnl. 11“"  fftI*11* V )|1

e ig h f i  
f * r ' tu-11century by the Savoyard Vicar’s Profession ^ 

most fervid and exalted expression of emotiona ¡llCohê jJ 
religious literature contains ; vague, irrational < ¡¡¡g
cloudy; but the clouds arc suffused with g* pt ;1pJ
When we turn from that to the political vC/ s'e,cr\of

. .1:____ .1.- - 1 . :__________ nf rent- „ni ktRobespierre’s discourse on the relations I ‘ I 0“  til
fco * > ; •moral ideas with Republican principles, we 

revisits a landscape that had been made g l°rl (rate5 . 
a summer sky and fresh liquid winds from 1 lC/jica'1 
evening sun, only to find it dead under a Sr‘1' A
harsh blasts from the north-cast. ■ rfQ $

One can scarcely call such Deism as Robespa fin® sl; 
is mainly a name for a particular mood ot pip1It

" y
it 19 maimy a 110111c tut a particulai Jliuw»* prr
exaltation; the expression of a state of indetn\0[ng 
and supreme feeling for lofty things. Are y01-1 b.jili 
v-ert the new barbarians of our Western world ^  s® ¡¡t,/ 
word of emptiness? Will you sweeten the I e\f*
men, and take its heaviness from that d* ,)jich' ¡¡it-

& .,1

chronicle of wrong and cruelty and despair.1______.1.. ....1.1 .... Il-............  • , •  ̂ slastingly saddens the compassionating car 
of a midnight sea ; will you animate the 
with new fire, and the firm 
battle, by the thought of a being 
attributes, a mere abstract creation of

1>C‘

will you animate -  , .
of hand wd”  ... „ 

with°u i .-s'C’. .A  
metap'^r f p

mercy is not as our mercy, nor his justice as
nor his fatherhood 
John Morley, M .P.

as the fatherhood of me" •

------------------------------ in ttlCteP ■
Every advance in science, every improven1- ncVeO

mand of the mechanical forces of nature, 
political and social freedom, has risen in 1 
from an act of scepticism.—/ .  A.-Fronde.

fir»1
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Acid Drops.Q q ^  - f  J
'n a Crnm!'. i,bc Multan,” exclaimed the Rev. Dr. Parker 
Poacher ka f  !• sermon at the City Temple. Evidently the 
Versal Prayer ,Jorg°tten the following verse in Pope’s “ Uni-

Let not this weak, unknowing- hand 
Presume Thy bolts to throw,

A'ld deal damnation round the land 
On each I judge Thy foe.

Dr. ]>a 1
S u t r, Was-nothe w,

very courageous in hurling damnationv°mtan f- r ;  111 iiuiiiiit  ̂ uaiiiuiuiuu
"oultl at ip10I^ London. Had he done it in Constantinople, 

ast have had the merit of courage
.XI

was not even original. Mr.W f e  '^eniPl° oracle 
le ârrined was a *on8' way before him with “ Abdul

Dr,

H° feeling^fthe murder . ------------------- ------ --------------
|nty or 1 j he has he conceals it—for the fifty

’ ’ate Mol • • - ............................. y
-urope.

Dr. pa . .
> iv in g m V s Wrolh with the Sultan for murdering, or 
,i° Peeling „f lc. murdcr of, Christians in Armenia. He has 
r 0Usand d°f 1p,ty~ or 1
0rnPassion 0f Mohammedans in Crete who implore the

Aft
Wi.’’ ■th refers

L ch n Z u . O'- Parker's “ God Damn,”  the O.i;
u phgst Ch rf  ,aSis’ "When on earth shall we have peace 
b„e 'Si°n is stlans?” We will give the answer. Never. 
, canSe jt . ways an element of discord and division,

rford

ĵ , J lit-11L \JL Ulotui U til Id UlVlblUIl,
notly 'in°w’edge°ti kascd uPon facts, but upon fancies ; not 

■nih 
^ b ,

Mr.

nofK: lu'Vietlfr0 i,. , ,rul1 UUL ur u,i 1<U1UL:3 > uul
v,ln.‘nk to go 1’ • UP011 ignorance. Where there is really

7  and dis T 111 tbe shape of information, authority is 
°r°ken heaJUteS arC Personahties. Hence these tears—

resi:

-G’ L- Macke n 
'Hclud

God«0, the fac^tf1121?’ *n a letter to Reynolds', calls atten- 
r»--’ iiirit.a- that “ The powers that be are ordained ofÇ, i, v'lUQinrr 4.1 ['u»»v,io Liicii. L/v- cii  ̂ i_»i vaniiicu ui
i«at hhe Powers » i f 1 th(r Sultan of Turkey. They that 

Jr- Parker ■ Sj  rÇceive to themselves damnation,” so 
’ 111 damning the Sultan, damns himself.

Me ’ . t ’"’ded title [Grl s lord ’s Day Rest Association—what a 
DxetPc ^°om of ti “ as just held its annual meeting in the 

ni °CcuPied ti 1C, .'born  Restaurant. The Bishop of 
the lntei1 Were 10 chair. It is not stated how many work- 

esent. Probably the chairman represented
r Mr, pi — _
H . ,  harles ti-m
!>iS di> d  aniu,.’/  le Secretary of the show, presented the 
thg nn's rnuc], f  rcport, in which he was unable to give 

Dn̂ |aP|°gress Of 0fu0'at:'on > *n fact, he had to state that 
sh llad been 116 .Continental Sunday movement in 

¡ He fughter a„  ■ raP‘d.” Naturally he breathed out fire 
heariot 1 *■le Subs " lnst the Daily Telegraph and Daily M ail. 
r 1̂ S « r? 0rk i n S t oSpeakers, the Rev. J . W. E w in g-is  
, an faj?.’ed thCll, f aa/ —savagely denounced “ the Atheists,”t t K î .  .   ̂ O f  H »  _  * ^  * ^ 0  C O n i m i t U / l  t m o o o n  o n r o i n e l  f  K n  f ' E t - i e
;;,,Sula:1;“ e.ant f0k ; T Stre.ng th ” by degrading the Sabbath. 

0,1 :i 111 i r‘diculou h®.Pr°pnetor of the D aily Telegraph, it '

• 'his °P the n ir  10 committed treason against the Chris-
Sitifi-..,ls meanr r Ul° n a l ........................

t’tt'arly f°c the n i . J  riU;cii1f,t, ,LPluij rieco
e,̂ ber of fkS* n!r l̂e *s a J ew Dy b

Th ° fthe Church of England.
Jew by birth, and by profes-

and e d
’S t .  &ate Clmn vaace Act, passed in the reign of pious 
N a y  J e  rehgioj03. 1 1 -; is bcing  enforced at Stoke-on- 
dia-°n® and' ,h0dles presented memorials against

hati f r,1'ng. even culprits were proceeded against 
dffr°val 0i° Punish b? al1, p’eaded guilty, and the stipen- f 0  etldat], s u e ] ,  'eni ; but he plainly expressed his dis- 
<>n •l"’0 ho S lould n-,,.CU'!.ons> and his sentence was that each

l rent. Of !.y a farthing and “ be kept in the stocks 
Pi. Urse they haven’t any stocks at Stokc-

b, 1hief r,
the^Poolg*'1 Adler has 1
“th*Tv. (j Punch Chn S,')cen welcomed by the Mayor in the 
rHlsr nfide"l 1 ‘ Waiinvf1 , r> Amongst the specchifiers was 
''’a? lnK to n never v*? u ‘ This gentleman remarked that 
ktc, (>lven ,10 Jews , en able to get over the prophecy 
Hbijif.pf ¡t ,, y the .1C l .was a strong proof that the Bible 
\ejupn. A Dr. Adloi-1.1.3''1011. ® f  U°d and was true, every

'o the j  ‘lever

rejects the divinity of the
' c'sg,, s a niati,,. 1j.us'; have smiled to himself at this

> rv VÎrywi!l‘ Moreovl *S- t)1e sbeet anchor of Mr. Wain- 
¡s Dfidepf .because ît 'iV irstra"g e loff!c that tllc Bible is

>ns ue somewhere. At this rate
£ n°Hspi,rU" 1 in thfflfuf'1’ *°r Freethinkers admit that 

 ̂The B 0se- Hlble- Mr. Wainwright was simply
i^y ok,..1Pr,
ï t C S 5 3 È* >Tf c  ^11: should be sc.scattered was5Sai ,cy w

it’a,Pa]eS Written. Ie{  v\ere ajreadv scattered before the 
*%>*« n0Voln<;’ We venf l°  tbe*r being gathered together 

efor ha,rrhaPPen t.hinH> ¡a spite of Zionism,
‘ ° f  them l 0 , cg |n with, there isn’t room in 

’ anU they don’t stop breeding.

It is reported that Mr. Justice North contemplates an early 
retirement from the Bench. He became a judge in 1881. 
For two years he sat in the Queen’s Bench Division. The 
last prisoner he tried was the editor of the Freethinker. His 
scandalous misconduct on that occasion probably had some­
thing to do with his transference to the Chancery Division. 
Anyhow he was shifted. He is a bigoted Roman Catholic.

Divine service was going on in a South Lancashire church, 
and one worshipper was singing the hymn all out of tune. 
A sensitive-eared fellow-worshipper begged him to desist or 
sing better. “ You go to hell,” he replied ; “  I came here to 
please God, not to please you.” And he was right, for 
making a “ joyful noise” unto the Lord is recognised as a 
virtue in the Bible.

The Bishop of Minnesota has been preaching at St. 
Margaret’s, Westminster, and, judging from the report in 
the Daily News, he is quite a brother charlatan to our own 
right reverend fathers-in-God. For instance, he said that it 
was only in Christian countries that children were protected, 
women honored, and old people cared for. Books like Mr. 
Fielding’s on Burma and Mrs. Fraser’s on Japan are sufficient 
to give the lie once for all to this fantastic fable. It really 
seems strange that a man should come all the way from 
Minnesota to tell falsehoods. Couldn’t he tell them at home ?

Mr. Leslie Stephen’s lecture at Kensington last Sunday on 
“ The Vitality of Superstition ” was reported in the Daily 
News. The report, however, merely recorded some of his 
“ points.”  We should like to read the entire discourse. 
Notwithstanding the practical triumphs of science, it will 
take a long time to clear the human mind, and human 
emotions, of the taint of superstition. But it might be done 
a great deal sooner if the children were not handed over to 
superstitionists in our public schools. Mr. Stephen appa­
rently did not touch upon this point, but there lies the chief 
secret of that “ vitality ” which he illustrated and deplored.

“ A Protestant Ratepayer,” in the Lincoln Leader, protests 
against the introduction of “  infidel ”  books to the Public 
Library. He says that the works of Matthew Arnold, Leslie 
Stephen, and Renan should bo excluded. His only reason 
seems to be that he objects to his money being used for the 
dissemination of views which he abhors. Of course he hasn’t 
the slightest objection to using the money of his “  infidel ” 
fellow ratepayers for the dissemination of views which they 
abhor.

Mr. Coulson Kernahan’s The Child, the Wise Man, and 
the D evil forms No. 8 of “ Bowden’s Penny Stories.”  It is 
trumpery stuff, but the Appendix contains a host of gushing 
tributes from sky-pilots. The Christ-and-the-Cross picture on 
the cover is worthy of the contents.

Father Isadore, of the Roman Catholic Church, Aber- 
cromby-street, Glasgow, is running a Mission, and some of 
the faithful don’t think much of it. This fact filled him with 
horror, and one night he rang the church “ death bell ” for 
them. Once upon a time they wouldn’t have heard it ring ; 
they would have keen dead before the performance com­
menced.

The Methodist camp-meetings, once the scene of the most 
passionate religious manifestations, have become simply 
places for summer resort, of which religion is only an 
incidental and comparatively insignificant feature. Pro­
fessional religious newspapers are secularising themselves, 
apparently as a necessary means of self-preservation. 
Churches which were once kept in vigorous life by free­
will contributions are groaning over financial exhibits which 
show a money loss, and pastors arc held responsible for the 
deficit, on the ground that they are not “  paying ” attractions. 
The consolidation of churches is advised, as a financial 
necessity, in order to lessen the over-supply, and “ star’ 
preachers are substituting somewhat callow literary pretti­
nesses and sentimental philanthropic disquisitions for religious 
doctrine and appeal.—New York Sun,

It is all over with the Daily M ail and Daily Telegraph at 
last. The Christian Evidence Society held its annual meeting 
on Thursday, April 27, in the hall of Stafford House, lent for 
the purpose by the Duke and Duchess of Sutherland. “ Mr. 
T. T. Waterman,”  the Star says, “ one of the secretaries, 
touched on the question of seven-day journalism. He pointed 
out that the Christian Evidence Society were putting no adver­
tisements into the Daily M ail and D aily Telegraph in con­
sequence of the Sunday editions issued by those papers.” It 
is perfectly clear that those newspapers must collapse after 
losing the Christian Evidence Society’s annual “  hve-bob ” 
advertisement.

A Sunday excursion train to Rochester, Ontario, ran off the 
rail!» in going round a curve. Fifty people were injured, and 
some of them have died. No doubt the Sabbatarians will 
regard this as a “ judgment.”
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A converted Catholic priest lectured at Greenock, and the 
Protestants rose to the occasion. A riot ensued, in which 
several policemen were injured. One result of the “ fun ” is 
that two participants, John McLoughlan and James Slaven, 
have been sentenced to sixty days’ imprisonment.

The Dean of Hereford wishes to see publicans enjoying the 
fresh air on Sundays, mounted on their bicycles or tricyles. 
This gentleman is a strong advocate of Sunday closing— 
Sunday closing of public-houses, that is ; although it might 
be imagined that he aimed at the Sunday closing of churches. 
Perhaps he fancies the tired cyclists will at least drop into 
church for a rest, or even a sleep.

The Trinitarian Bible Society, which lately held its annual 
meeting at Exeter Hall, desires to be known as the Protes­
tant Bible Society. It appears that there is another Bible 
Society, which circulates in several foreign languages “ corrup­
tions ” or “ Romish versions” of the “ Blessed Book.” 
Horrible to relate, even Unitarians take part in that Society’s 
work. Many people wonder which is the true Bible, but the 
Protestant Bible Society has no doubt upon the matter. Its 
own Bibles are the true ones ; others are all fraudulent. What 
a crying shame it is, then, that the Society’s income last year 
only amounted to ,£2,869. This ought to receive the imme­
diate attention of the Holy Ghost.

The Rev. Hugh Price Hughes, holding forth in Wesley’s 
Chapel, according to a newspaper report, made “ a powerful 
appeal for more prayer, more money, and more consecra­
tion.”  The money occupied the position of the meat in a 
sandwich.

Down at High Wycombe the Salvation Army has a Temple, 
and the local captain is a female, who doesn’t stand any 
nonsense from interrupters. The other day she soundly 
boxed an offender’s ears, and, when the offender tried to 
retaliate, she boxed them again. We sympathise with the 
lady, but she doesn’t follow the Sermon on the Mount.

Captain Coghlan, of the United States warship, RaJeigli, 
got into trouble for iris speech about the Germans at Manila, 
and more for singing the satirical song, “  Hoch der Kaiser !” 
That song first appeared in the New York Critic. The first 
verse is as follows :—

Der Kaiser auf der Vaterland
Und Gott on high all dings gommand.
Vetwo! Ach! don'd you understand ?

Meinself—und Gott.
Ollier verses are in the same vein. It is Me and God all 
over the piece. And, as the D aily News says, this new Dual 
Alliance tends to make the other one superfluous. “ The 
terms in which it is announced,” the D. N . slyly adds, 
“  leave no doubt as to which is the predominant partner.”

The Rev. Dr. Robert Foster Burrows, vicar of St. 
Andrew’s, Birmingham, has been carrying on a sort of 
music-hall without a license. A police-sergeant visited St. 
Andrew’s Hall, which was not licensed, and found an 
entertainment in full swing for the benefit of the church and 
its work. A young woman in male attire was on the stage 
singing a comic song, and the program for the evening com­
prised three sketches, for which a first-class company was 
engaged. In consideration of the reverend gentleman’s high 
and noble motives, the Bench let him off with a warning not 
to do it again. Had he been a Secularist, he would have 
caught it hot. Birmingham has two different measures for 
Christians and Freethinkers.

“ What would Jesus Do?” is the fashionable question just 
now. Well, we guess he would hardly dress a woman in 
man’s clothes and put her on a stage to sing comic songs for 
the benefit of his evangelical exchequer. But the Rev. Dr. 
Burrows is evidently of a different opinion. Perhaps he 
thinks that Jesus himself would dress as a woman and dance 
the can-can for the funds of the soul-saving business.

The lynching of negroes, especially in Georgia, has moved 
a negro preacher, the Rev. Alexander Williams, Methodist 
Bishop, to say as President of a Methodist Conference in 
Jersey City that these lynchings are likely to lead to a bloody 
struggle. “  Nothing,”  he declared, “ but the manly resistance 
of the negroes themselves will stop the atrocities. In the name 
of the Almighty, what are we to do but fight and die. ?”

1 his negro Bishop utters a very natural cry from the depths. 
We understand it, and sympathise with him. But he has 
forgotten his Christianity, as most Christians do when they 
suffer wrong. Jesus Christ told them not to resist evil, but to 
turn the other cheek to the snriter. No, says this indignant 
Bishop ; let us fight for our rights.

More “  Providence ” in America. A terrible cyclone swept 
over Kirksville, Missouri. Four hundred buildings were 
destroyed, sixty people killed, and a thousand injured. “ He 
doeth all things well.”

At a Baptist Church in Columbus, Ohio, the ladies ha 
take off their hats and wraps before going to their Pc".s'.cS 0 
like to see churches ahead of many theatres as P‘a 
entertainment.

Birmingham bigots are delighted at having the Sec jay 
turned out of the Board school they were using as.a 
meeting-place. It would be far better, though..11 ■ , (jl£ir 
bigots turned their attention to the moral condition.  ̂
city. The year 1898 was a record one for crime in Binvu Kjs 0( 
More than twelve thousand persons passed into the 
the police, and more than eight thousand passed nf. 
Winsor-green Gaol. It won’t do to put this down 1° 
ism. That is too thin, even for a Birmingham Christ'

According to the Church Gazette, the average tow n 1 ^  
“ has neither time to read nor to think, and he clT)pty 
reduced to having to preach out of a full heart and a el]1pty 
head.”  We are not so sure of the full heart. U> 
head may pass unchallenged.

Religion and Morality.

T ake Europe to-day. Those countries that arc l' ,iae!itel,t 
power and influence of the Church to the g rcate anJ  yi^

undcr
tli«

are the countries where you find most of ignoranc ]ll0defl 
It is those countries that have been invaded by tn 
spirit of science, the protest of Freethought an n(jef|if
endeavor after truth, and the moral principles tn stai'_ 
the progress of the world ; it is these countries bl°tshe progress ot me worm ; it is mese coumm- . ose 
aighest, and where religion itself is freest front t 
and blemishes that disfigure and defame it. iar»te

i«

interests of truth, justice, and humanity. I shot* very p»*0 
much comfort any satisfactory explanation of this .
circumstance.”  ,uCh a " ’„-J

It was not the religion of the time that led m enKp,
as the great Anti-Slavery Reform. The Church (0tne great nnii-aiavcry rceiorm. 111ev.uu.—- to,l (̂i, 

rivetting the fetters of the slaves and reaU»if Gal11V
__ „ fVio RIUlo when 1

n rivettm^ me ieuers oi me slaves auu 
essons of pious patience from the Bible, when 1 ' 0fd

a hall of Infidels here in Boston, uttered the hr
ast echo of which is their song of deliverance. relist 

It is the morality of the world that has made tl,e.jjjt 
is good as they arc. Visit any dime you please.. .l0n 
ristory of the world, and you will find that the re , j cil|s. 
leoplc. is simply the reflection of its moral eartb. f^  
riods in heaven speak the words of the people 01 ^  th® ^  
Church—and in that word I include every rehg>° ()f re' as 
if the earth—the Church never yet started the "  ^)C rd'b 
ng itself—never. Every onward movement ot *
ife of the world has been started as a moral pr°  ,  fyoh1 

— R e v . M inot V ictor S avac.f “ 7'he Morals °1

Shakespeare’s Irreligion. „nv
It is hard, indeed, to say whether he had ‘ afe .... v1 

belief or no. The religious phrases 'v llL,xpres5 
scattered over his works are little more than c- ^  i> 
a distant and imaginative reverence. . But 
grounds of religious faith his silence is sig111 sj|C(iCc ‘
silent, and the doubt of Hamlet deepens h>s ¡iS ' 
.1..... r.— ___ 1,1 utv. „,0,. u  „-ne to **” r.-n a

¡1*
the after-world. “ To die,”  it may be, was to ‘vCs
in rtaiiflio—“ to go we know not whither. |)L.

turn to the riddle of life and dea ^  tlica
to Claudio
questionings mm mu ..uu.u v,. ...u ----  n ,
a riddle to the last without heeding the conin 
solutions around him.—J .  R . Green, “ Shot 
English People,”  bk. v  /., chap. v ii.

Help Us, Gods!
The Mother of the many Laughters
Call one poor shade of laughter in the 'jj^ng5
Of her unwavering lamp to mark wha (rU{h :
The world puts faith in, careless , :ngSi 
What silly puppet-bodies danced on str ,
Attached by credence, we appear in so ^¿e
Demanding intercession, direct aid, , f j i 1*’ 
When the whole tiagic tale hangs °°Q,orge V*



THE FREETHINKER. 297May 7> *899.

Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

Lot’l l ? '  May 7, Athenaeum Hall, Tottenham Court-road, 
’ 7-30, "John Burns and Sunday Newspapers.

Bir? H> Athenaeum Hall, London; 21, N.S.S. Conference,
“"Ingham.

Mr.
To Correspondents.

ntunicafLES B atts’s Lecturing E ngagements.—All com- 
24 < * " " ?  *°r Mr. Charles Watts should be sent to him at 
slampe(j lnia' road, Balham, S.W. If a reply is required, a 

G. p, p anc* a(klressed envelope must be enclosed. 
e' erythin?Y— Mow can we find time to defend in controversy 
^ emake’ " e Wrlte from week to week in the Freethinker? 
be appro,.1'? Pret,er>sion to infallibility, and what we write can 

' \VnIT 0Cl ° r ''^approved by every reader.
Miss p5lJ TEE— Thanks. See paragraph.

E. Tvrvm I?RAD1-AUGH F und.—R. Forder acknowledges W. 
^  Lewis ?  H- J- Dungay, 2s. 6d.; J . C. Barter, 10s.; 
y'AfissV S‘ ““ •> J- W. Lawrance, 5s.; F. Goodwin, 2s. 6d.

LVethorK,!w'—M. Striemer, £2  2s.; A. E. Elderkin, 2s. 6d.; 
'̂wberlev Urn’ 2S' **L > J- Smith, is .; J. Kimberley, is .; Mrs. 

Is- X.ii.?-!?'> Wright, is.; C. Quinton, 2s. 6d.; Bros. Organ, 
, arkwal he co'lection by the East London Branch in Victoria 
V s  NpL?kno'vlcdged twice i

^ Chapman ? w '1s Vance has '*— ~ ----------------
Sented at .e hope the South Shields Branch will be repre- 

See Sugar Plums.
2ep the correspondent’s letter. He was 

old 'l"le form Sketches that were published in a

in error. The amount was £ 1  4s. 
ance has made the correction, 

lie South Shields Bran 
See “ Sugar Plums.”

e,erring Jo "t? not; keeP the correspondent’s letter. He was 
?l’arate r„_ ”e Comic Sketches that were published

Mr. Forder might be able to dispose of your 
tube----•

will s

0j  Neate.- 
j I 'pman.-. erited at p. •;w “u

feferrCWe

T- lU5*trato I * lu 
nNp*siDER v  IUlmbcrs of the Freethinker. 
the Bir?C you -
Res.-,rrni 
Str»10"Rratford?

"Sham R sce a paragraph in ” Sugar Plums ” that 
by arr, ,ranch committee have anticipated your sug-J  ar'.lnirln.r r ............_r*______  .u* ____  ?.after the Conference to 

birthplace, the Mecca of
arranging for an excursion r e lueo.

PoM- " ,u'on-Avon, Shakespeare’s birtup-auc, for rain
WouirtV Civen a fine day—and perhaps \ ‘ y . enj 0y. 
ablet h?'P that along—the trip should be thoroug y

?Hr e l r de'egates and v'sUorS‘ . . Robert Buchanan’sfiev a Us,on of Mr. Foote's criticism of Robe consc-
Lor Stands over again till next week,

H, v  continued pressure of other matter.
yndV
v eth he

S S W *  W T C, — —ci you, as a Socialist of five years’
••e o- <l‘nher qu’ s !am°d ° f  Will Thorne's trimming vote on the 

> » a T e d M ) V e s t H a m. You say you would rather 
ÔMFPrinciPles. o;  ̂Christian votes than won by being false to 
~ °Ne . 0 Would we. But apparently he wouldn’t.°Urlast • nds us a 1 "  11C WWU1UI1 L*
^°ndo * ,Ssue on th G ° n *be Paragraph which appeared in 

•n> bl,t as tl 6 B ev* C. L . Engstrom 's meeting in SouthG nd<£on,
no name and address it has, / noL'nt° theS wh,etleiter bears ..

We cannot sive attention to
„ 4 e.R0T«WEUL_ It^ee Paragraph.

•\V.

i:/.,° i ' ; . Th? k« for
líe V ? ? N K̂ PT*’e5 S in g  away

ls hardly a matter that we could under­

lie  copy of letter.
...-<* -p. --O,

T i Parson’s Idol,” which you send us from 
printe ’ “ " ~ ”  * *

f f y e a r - n e f h i r ^
«x ^  for 8:0 inPi. A y°Ur Pno„ *'“ v' PICCIIIUUKIH wuuuv,auuiia.
,|A’"  d t° hcare"c° uraging letter, all the same. We hardly

‘-r4ch

a*’ ° ’ are always getting it back
■•■is f*s aS?o in ”  ne'v. The verses first appeared some 

Hdo„. or vn,._ ° f  the old Freethought publications
of

-■ »cts .’ y  ¿i»,cs ‘ “ ’ T 8 lc
fifi'a *s '°Urtecm vr-i?  l>rlntecl as one ° f  our “ Freethinker

Pccteri . y°ur enn 0 he old Freethought 
I ?  hear of ° Ura^in8- 'otter, all the same. 

: c; ? S. “ pï a ,,y .ro:ulers at your address. 
>?■ V ,?"' ^rrai({ tasod to see your excellent letter in the

V > ith  ;Lllc,es nn ? v  ,lor 'he paper. See paragraph. Mr. 
’.PAgj. Frccthj, ; ,.lc hard Carlile, that have been running
I 0vv r.Vpu kad k ' r' Were written twenty-four years ago.

jf'ng 0f ,, etter write to Miss Vance direct, as we 
>  BAy? r 'he o t h n ^ e r  you refer to. She has been unwell„ „  — . ,uu reier 10. anc nas Dcen unwen

H 0 s, ? tEr ?er matter, see " Sugar Plums.” 
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Sugar Plums.

M r . F oote is returning to the Athenæum Hall platform. 
This evening (May 7) he takes for his subject “ John Burns 
and Sunday Newspapers.”  Mr. Burns sides with the white- 
chokered gentry on this question, and Mr. Foote will reply to 
the “  arguments ” of the member for Battersea, as well as to 
those of the clericals.

The Bolton friends are delighted with the success of Mr. 
Foote’s visit on Sunday. The meetings were the largest 
for many years, and there was a very considerable sprink­
ling of ladies, who were thoroughly interested auditors. 
Friends came in from Blackburn, Darwen, Rochdale, and 
other places. The sale of literature was quite exceptional, 
thanks very largely to the bright daughters of Mr. Hampson, 
the Branch secretary, who made capital amateur saleswomen. 
As far as the lectures are concerned, it is enough to say that 
audiences could hardly have been more enthusiastic. Loud 
applause greeted the hope that Mr. Foote would soon visit 
Bolton again. ___

The Bolton Branch will be represented by two delegates at 
the Birmingham Conference. We hope ail Branches of the 
N.S.S. are making similar arrangements.

The Birmingham Branch has arranged for an excursion to 
Stratford-on-Avon on Whit-Monday, in order to enable the 
delegates to visit the birthplace of Shakespeare, the Memorial 
Theatre, and other places of interest. Special coaches will 
be attached to the 10.20 a.m. G.W .R. train, and the tickets 
(5s. each) will include railway fare, meat tea, and a trip up 
the Avon. Delegates who intend staying over for this trip 
will please send their names to Mr. J . Partridge, 65 Cato- 
street, Birmingham. Delegates will be able to return to 
Birmingham in time to catch their own trains.

The full Agenda of the National Secular Society’s Con­
ference at Birmingham on Whit-Sunday will appear in next 
week’s Freethinker.

Seventy-two members of the National Secular Society were 
admitted at the last Executive meeting. This is very good 
for a “ dying” Society. Several new members were also 
admitted the same evening by the Board of Directors of 
the Secular Society, Limited.

A South Lancashire friend, who is just making his will, 
is leaving £?200 to the Secular Society, Limited. Another 
South Lancashire friend, we hear from Mr. Cohen, has made 
the same Society his residuary legatee, by which it is calcu­
lated to be benefitted to the extent of about ,£'1,000.

All’s well that ends well. It appears that we misunder­
stood the Zoophilist, a journal devoted to anti-vivisection, 
and ably conducted by Stephen Coleridge. We spoke of it 
as referring to Materialism as being founded on vivisection. 
However the mistake arose, and whoever’s was the fault, we 
are glad to find that we were mistaken. “ We gladly acknow­
ledge,” the Zoophilist says, “  the great services rendered to 
our movement by non-Christian teachers, and certainly 
nothing was further from our thoughts than to extol one 
class of humanitarians at the expense of another.”

Let us make amends by reproducing the following para­
graph from the Zoophilist-. “ The Newcastle fourna/ in an 
article headed ‘ Who are the Anti-Vivisectionists ?’ thinks we 
may be set down as ‘ Anarchists,’ ‘ Bradlaughites,’ ‘ Socialists ’ 
and the like. No doubt many of our friends are’ to be found 
amongst the unorthodox. More to the disgrace of orthodox 
Christians, and especially the heads of the older Churches who 
have so long stood aloof from our movement.”
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Colonel Ingersoll lectures on Thomas Paine at the Academy 
of Music, New York, on Sunday, May 21. He will give the 
whole of the nett proceeds of his lecture to the Paine Bust 
Fund. The handsome bronze bust of the immortal author of 
the Age o f Reason is completed, and will be exhibited on the 
platform at Ingersoll’s lecture. It will afterwards be placed 
on the monument at New Rochelle.

Mr. James Neate reports that Mr. C. Cohen had a very fine 
meeting in Victoria Park on Sunday afternoon. Instead of 
“ driving the Atheists out of the Park,” the Christian 
Evidence people are split up amongst themselves, and 
each division is accusing the other of all manner of 
unrighteousness. Even the anti-infidel Bishop of Stepney 
can’t hold them together. Mr. Engstrom is helpless, and 
the great Waldron is in all his glory—like Solomon.

Mr. Joseph McCabe lectured for the first time at South 
Shields on Tuesday, April 25. We are informed that he had 
a good audience, and that the Freethinkers were highly 
pleased with his discourse.

Mr. Joseph Symes’s Liberator is always welcome from 
Melbourne. It is good to know that the Freethought flag 
is kept flying there. The last number to hand reproduces 
several items from the Freethinker— of course with acknow­
ledgment.

West Ham friends should note that the open-air Free- 
thought lectures are no longer delivered at the Grove, 
Stratford, on Sunday mornings. They are now delivered 
on Sunday evenings at 7 o’clock. This evening (May 7) 
Mr. W. Heaford speaks on “ Why we Reject Christianity.” 
Branch meetings are held every Thursday evening from 8 till 
10 at 23 Eve-road, West Ham.

Some of our readers will still remember Mr. Wallace 
Nelson, who left Sheffield for Australia some twelve years 
ago. They will be glad to learn that his friends and admirers 
at Rockhampton had a social gathering on March 21, and 
presented him with a purse of sovereigns. “ Mr. Nelson’s 
religious views,” said the gentleman who made the presenta­
tion, “ may not be in accord with ours, but he has a generous 
heart.”

The last number of the Weekly Times and Echo contained 
a long and highly appreciative article on Richard Carlile, 
apropos of the life of that brave reformer which is reviewed 
on another page of this week’s Freethinker. Our contem­
porary calls Carlile “ the boldest” man who ever fought for 
Free Press and Free Speech.

Messrs. Horsfall and Ormerod, ticketed as Socialists, have 
both been elected on the Nelson School Board. They are in 
favor of secular education. Mr. Horsfall, who was a member 
of the old Board, and a Freethinker, is second on the list of 
nine successful candidates.

Forth Freethinkers and others in the neighborhood are 
requested to note that a meeting will be held to-day (May 7) 
at 2.30 at Mr. Moore’s, 100 Primrose-street, Tonypandy.

Mr. Herbert Spencer has just entered his eightieth year. 
Happily he is in fairly good physical condition. He has 
supplied his biographer with materials for a book which is 
expected to be forthcoming shortly.

Voltaire’s Protest.
Voltaire protested against the popular creed, with its mean 

and fatuous and contradictory' idea of an Omnipotent God, 
who gave us guilty hearts so as to have the right of punish­
ing us, and planted in us a love of pleasure so as to torment 
us the more effectually by appalling ills that an eternal 
miracle prevents from ever ending ; who drowned the fathers 
in the deluge, and then died for the children ; who exacts an 
account of their ignorance from a hundred peoples whom he 
has himself plunged helplessly into this ignorance.—Rt. lion. 
John Morley, M .P.

The Secret of Strength.
Lo, Strength is of the plain root-virtues born : 
Strength shall ye gain by service, prove in scorn,
Train by endurance, by devotion shape.
Strength is not won by miracle or rape.
It is the offspring of the modest years,
The gift of sire to son, thro’ those firm laws
Which we name Gods ; which are the righteous cause,
The cause of man, and manhood’s ministers.

—George Meredith.

The Punctured Tyre.

Y our back tyre wants inflating.”  _ . 1
The sepulchral voice smote my ear as my bicycle y  

I struggled up a hill near Leicester. I had felt aistruggled up
easy throb in the machine, and had become aware  ̂
abnormal rattle ; but, pleased by the landscape  ̂ 3 
innocently labored onward until the warning ^  
passer-by recalled me to less agreeable considers ^  j 
The dust-cap of the tyre-valve had got stuck, 
could not apply the air-pump. I must needs s 
back into the town. ¡t

This trifling incident is of no public interesti ^  
suggested a kind of parable to my antii-theol og£ 

some"’__ . _
mind. The movement of human affairs s011^' y 
resembles the experiences of an india-rubber tyr yj|, 
a certain season the souls of men are inflate ^  
new ideas and hopes, and the machine of progre ^  
forward with comparative ease and alacrity■- y  
friction and obstruction gradually affect the m y  .ves 
advance until the rush becomes slackened, the a b ^ 
out, and we must wait for a fresh inflation—° r’ c th® 
like, inspiration. Herbert Spencer would desc 
process as an illustration of the universal rhytbmy ^  
and reaction, evolution and dissolution. These * fadSl 
words, and more or less precisely express t ^ jje 
though we may often feel inclined to murmu y  
natural see-saw which governs all things hum« 
divine.

Divine ! Yes, that is the fearful and 'v ,.„c to 
weakness of the theological system

has

to me , o<submit, in the most ignominious manner,

the life
which rule the growth and decay 
the contraction and relaxation of

of a mi , f 3

baby’s finger. He makes heaven, and the cC ^ C(1teS} 
degenerates and gives birth to a Devil. Cr0daf? 
fair earth, and it lapses into confusion and P.ysti3" 
Sin. He introduces a perfect Gospel, and the 0p tb 
forces weaken, and the result is the Corrupt1 .- the tyr ledChurch.
new inflation is required.

The Devil is always puncturing <b>. „
- ' Abraham must be

as the chosen vessel, 
gotten code of morality, 
mission to

Moses must announce
Isaiah must receive p p

■ v.71 Mivsi c i i iiy  • x o a ia u  in w ^ v  - ^
preach God’s word to the deaf  ̂ ¡nju11 

must open the book o f the Law , and read d(v1^  Jo3' 
tions which had been lost for whole generate fep y  
the Baptist must startle the world with a call .j up0 

The Pentecostal tongues of fire mus ^  cy ĉ. 
iads of the disciples and awaken dorma ^  Jpu 

ties. Peter must “ lay on ”  his hands, and f

ance.

Ghost will inspire the heart of the believer« |5

erymust be inflated. This whole theological doc 
materialistic as it can possibly be. It is velo ¡fin 
that Christian piety is always claiming to be
fine, and o f ethereal quality. On examination, ‘ ¡cs 
the divine method turns out to be a sort 
perpetual working up and down of the pumP'n, |,l> ¡>p 
endless oscillation o f the pendulum, an eternm ys3lUe j  [tl!
flow of the tide. God’s neck is under tlie tor a. dji 
as ours, and the same Fate controls the Crcav'lCisS‘t̂ f  
Creature. Heaven is subject to the sam e^^jk 

earth, and the destinies that legislate for ‘ y  
a grip upon the K ing of Kings. „ , on and 

At the present time all thoughtful rn£’ crenc‘ .t‘:' 
are commenting on the sleepiness and 111 ¡s ¡nte V* 
have crept into the public mind. Our age 1 \egSe< f
ally lazy. It is true we are developing 
and industries, and proudly turn out nevV

on a Monday, and a new method of pnt T,
rraipH¿Ity

Tuesday, and tickle each day with a nC"  , aid1'
But our greater arts

Our politics and poetry bavc^ ^  ^
table or the toilet, 
languish.
majesty. ------------------  ------- ,
tors has dwindled down to the cheap antl 
let. Our fathers wrestled with the

ai’ d , 
lost

in“: ,  o'”
tl'e j

y
The noble folio o f the lib rary  u‘ j,by

• * * . « • * &  
universe pp tl'‘  |(i|

menade to the sound of third-rate fiddles- 0 t y ­
pe1 . ?who are not afflicted with the general torp fe.

{(O'lipChurch, do they find any source of energ) ,e i>
‘ - -  " ‘ " A r e g Wthe fire burn

plzztr ?K,
2 ss’ " - S i s  uses*:slumber. If the Church wore - „ iv  div«*»truly
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not be 'f really supernatural, the inspiration would 
What! ' U ’ and Hie feet ° f  God would never limp, 
he 9cc'aŝ UStir^°^ rest '' must he ta^e vacations ? must 
in Saturn°na,^ cdo.se h 's workshop, and enjoy a change 
in» over tii r b e 's ever on throne, and ever watch- 
earnest n 6 ‘ortunes ° f  the stars—and slums, why are 
of the ary6? and women now lamenting the listlessness 
"'ill not c ' God so severe an individualist that he 
a more raf'0^21̂ 6 w*th the zealous souls who yearn for 

God is *0nid education and a manlier politics ? 
and he dj1 nou£h*t on the left-hand side of our figures, 
gress. n°t count in the arithmetic of human pro- 
Ghrist win u W,lU cah neither upon Yahveh nor Baal, and 
"’ill ea us n° better than Krishna. The Church

W e must inflate our
1 never ev

°'vn tyres ^.ube our repairs. w e  must inflate our 
a?a‘ni and , e dabby tube will some day be taut
h'Umph. r " e shah spin cheerfully on the way to 
difference ° Ura£ e *s as much displayed in times of 
iUst now cpI ^  ln. days ° f  jeopardy^. Many people are 
f®ebly hUzz P rating the tercentenary of Cromwell, and 

2 cheers'0*’  a*" tble mention of his name. They think 
'P °f th ,are *be f°hens of intrepidity, and in the

r nder of f,eir utT1hrellas they make-believe to hear the 
from v  heroes, if „it „ „u  j  a „.i
the,

iUst now cel "i? ln. day s ° f  jeopardy. Many people are 
i” e fating the tercentenary —■ „  • - 11 „ „ a

? at the mention of his 
lre the tokens of intn 

umbrellas they make-1
the Nr,21"025' ^  *s all a sham. Freedom has fled

\\ esieyanism Coi^orm*st chapel, and out of the loins of 
v P ^ t  j0- wdl never issue the Man of the Future. 
¡a'n shoutin'1 1 6 heretical minority must wait till the 
sdf out in’ ! laS Sl,hsided, and the incense has burned 

ftvd " ’ait ¡n . holy water dried in its basin. We 
tli ?f purn Pat’ence, we must wait in dogged 
eat br‘cks ofPt°iSe’TWhile the fuoffaf crumbles between 
tL„eh' and il„ JP temple, and the beams become worm- 

Hilky w „  hnges grow red with rust. As<’est0::,lîy w : 
idrati,
!>„t0res its sh‘nes above us ; as sure as the earth 
k'-nem*: VLrnalWin '"■ ,°n of <U ^reen > as sure as the loves of each 

the r,!)1011 and women renew the race, so sure 
hetu^fration o fnr r ° f  a st.ron8' thought and afin*. - 'lie. If ic rniiriurn ovivmday. It It is courage to expect the
Sav-e'Pr° ud r e '? courage to reject with disdain the 
m J0llr of Sn, lr‘st>anity which pretends to be the 

n°t soi'f Phe Christian Church can save
a£ain hr* ff* womb is past bearing. It will 

r P s°n of „ ,le Mother of mighty men.
J ne : “ Axr„,,ave °ld  Freethinker said to

fio;
ab°at - ,• 
takenrel‘
evil n° 
k;«ICk

*. 4 \Vg]] T i ...... ...........  .....— -------  ----
l.igion • j’ 1 have got past all that controversy 
'nterest • *.10 interest in theology, and I

„C are suffp .ln ughting it.”  N o ; and that is the 
rr°r onf „P'P? ffom. The a?e is too indolent to

me this

a?
The age is too indolent to 

own house. It lets Falsehood lie
lr,diff„ P°r- w hv0T  couch, and it blinks stupidly at the 
a He\vPentist. "ri’ 'vould as lief be a Christian as an 

bra,ln̂ eHect • nK.re W'H he a new age, a new morality,
aVeh0.. ’ bUt thaï A........fti *__i.. i_*u_____IIIearts. fhat brave day will only be the work

F. J .  G ould.
Richard Carlile.

c,AHt

str,
‘^E’s
îvise dea^h0--' lUded fr ° m paSe 2 S j' ;

writes Mr. Holyoake, took p
0tl tb "

Pi'Se‘ He ,Wri*:es Mr. Holyoake, took p 
^  lbe opf'Street * f c,?me lIP from Enfield to BouveUn ltle . treet v ............... ..................J PKckinL^;'fWa» r*r hve on the old field of war,

s«tnt a w |at d00r r  fY -h‘,e a van of goods
en°Ut a Carliu ’ one ° f  bis boys strayed out 
a i!ed inn,Xl°Usly in vvaf  f ° nd of his children, an 
A l  ¡a eath. 0  ^eek his child. The excite: 
li^ 'cal. ?ess. g r urlile’s return he was seized 
hm^ tlmlsers w “ n hltis- which he was tol

destroy him if he can 
Wa‘ lan, w i.^fencp ’h 'U the Power of speech soo 
r«c s°nt r ° ni CarlII le, autbor of the famous Lee 
.m > ryhnfor- He ® ahvay« preferred in his if  

'‘V C ^ less; ann°Dn,ptly arrived, ’ 
fift d.?.,char«i Carl

b)

s t i | >

toB bee>i tL ct'c 
v „ r’ U ,!bat hi,

nce.

, but pronoe 
arlile expired FebiUn» . ,ls fifty-third 

h, to ho * 1111 d year.
bon.be «sefui in death as in

dissection.
ife,

" i ih -ee a« .. Always above „
Ss '̂ M w r^ his b o d y '\  ,as fbeory, his wisl

P̂ rs ct|0u nce- A t'i’i be d,ed first, should be 
ns rosea\  ^most haV timC ,the Pccjndice ag 

above ¡g nnversal, and only su] 
dis wish was complied
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by his family, and the post-mortem examination was 
published in the Lancet of that year.

“  Carlile’s burial took place at Kensal Green Cemetery. 
He was laid in the consecrated part of the ground, nearly 
opposite the Mausoleum of the Ducrow family. At the 
interment a clergyman appeared, and, with the usual 
want of feeling and delicacy, persisted in reading the 
Church Service over him. His eldest son Richard, who 
represented his sentiments as well as his name, very 
properly protested against the proceeding, as an out­
rage upon the principles of his father and the wishes 
of the family. Of course the remonstrance was disre­
garded, and, Richard, his brothers, and their friends 
left the ground. The clergyman then proceeded to call 
Carlile ‘ his dear departed brother,’ and to declare that 
he ‘ had died in the sure and certain hope of a glorious 
resurrection.’

“  Carlile left six children— Richard, Alfred, and 
Thomas Paine, by his wife Mrs. Jane Carlile ; and 
Julian, Theophila, and Hypatia, by ‘ Isis,’ the lady to 
whom he united himself after his separation from his 
wife. Mrs. Carlile survived him only four months. 
She died in the same house, and was buried in the same 
grave.”

Thus ended the life of this sturdy warrior for freedom 
of thought and speech. It cannot, of course, be pre­
tended that Richard Carlile was a man of great genius, 
or that his writings are destined to survive ; neither can 
we admit, with Mr. Holyoake, that such workers as 
journalists, orators, and politicians, who popularise ideas 
and principles, confer greater good on mankind, and more 
powerfully promote progress, than the great creative 
minds ; for if  those minds did not originate ideas, it is 
certain that the writers and speakers of smaller calibre 
could not popularise them. But this, at least, may be 
claimed for Carlile, that he spent one-fourth of his 
mature life in prison as the consequence of his manly 
persistence in the course of conduct which his conscience 
approved; that he never once flinched from danger, 
never temporised with the oppressor, never once looked 
back after putting his hand to the plough. There was 
no contemporary publicist who wrote so boldly as he, 
no one who shrank less from the freest expression of 
principles the most extreme. The example he set is 
worthy of emulation ; and his courage and endurance, 
while they give fresh ardor to the wavering, ought also 
to shame those who are persuaded that superstitions 
abound, and yet will lift no finger to remove them, who 
perceive a great work of reformation to be performed, 
and yet never bestir themselves in any degree to assist 
it. When Carlile wrote and spoke and struggled he 
stood face to face with an almost implacable enemy 
that gave no quarter, showed no mercy. The blows of 
oppression rained upon his devoted head at every step 
of his march, and the slings and arrows of outrageous 
fortune constantly assailed him ; but he never quailed 
before any danger, nor was deterred by any difficulty. 
His life of incessant warfare deprived him of the sense 
of literary taste, and occasionally he was guilty of a 
violence of expression which would be deemed unjusti­
fiable by the present generation. But our censure need 
not therefore be severe. As Mr. Holyoake observes, 
Christians who persecute with relentless zeal have no 
right to demand of their victims a perennial delicacy of 
treatment in return. I f  Carlile dedicated a volume of 
the Republican to Castlereagh, “  who did that for him­
self which millions wished some honest man would do 
for him—cut his throat,” that statesman had given good 
cause for public execration. I f  he dated in the era of 
“  the carpenter’s wife’s son,” the professors of Chris­
tianity had done their best to induce in his mind the 
utmost contempt and hatred of their creed. Society has 
no right to require soft speech of a man whom it loses 
no opportunity to ill-use.

At the time when monuments are impartially reared 
to celebrate public benefactors one will be apportioned 
to Richard Carlile. The work he achieved for Free- 
thought was impossible of accomplishment by any other 
man ; no other possessed at once so dogged a courage 
and so clear a conception of principle. “  I have accom­
plished,”  wrote lie just before his death, “ the liberty of 
the press in England, and oral discussion is now free. 
Nothing remains to be reformed but the ignorance and 
vices of the people, whose ignorance cannot be removed 
while their bodies are starved, and their Church remains
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a theatre of idolatry and superstition.” These words 
both express his own achievement and indicate the 
reformatory method of those who were to follow him. 
Theirs is the task to spread knowledge, to uproot error, 
to destroy superstition, to feed men’s bodies before 
canting about their souls ; his was to prepare the 
field for such labors, to remove obstacles, to make 
straight and plain the paths. While we do battle with 
the noxious evils of society to-day without oppressive 
sense of personal danger, let us now and then remember 
the pioneers who went before, who toiled weary and 
footsore where we now travel so easily, who bore the 
first shattering brunt of war, and left for us the defeat 
of an already half-conquered foe. G. W. F oote.

Obituary.
On March 25 Mr. Thomas Carvvardine, of the Edge, 

Gloucestershire, was laid to rest in the churchyard of that 
place. The Burial Service was read by the vicar, the Rev. 
T. P. Little. Before the body was taken from the church, 
the rev. gentleman took the unusual course of giving an 
address to the mourners. He prefaced his remarks by bear­
ing his testimony to the honor, integrity, and general un­
selfishness of his deceased friend, Thomas Carwardine. He 
firmly believed that, had he been less unselfish, he would 
have been still in the flesh ; but he gave away that which 
he himself needed. He reminded his hearers that before 
the dying man there had been nothing but the prospect of utter 
annihilation. That he had missed, and they would also miss (if 
they thought like him) the greatest happiness which could be 
found in tins troublous world. During their long acquaintance 
—the educated vicar and the humble shoemaker—there had 
been many a discussion, invariably ending with “ I wish 1 could 
make you think as I do, Thomas.” “ That you never will, 
sir.” Their last talk took place two days before the octo­
genarian’s death, and, as the rev. gentleman bore no 
testimony to recantation, we may presume it ended much 
as heretofore. The vicar did not seem to realise that 
“ an eternity of bliss” has more charms for a selfish 
than for an unselfish nature. One simple fact proves 
that Thomas Carwardine was above and beyond a petty 
meanness of mind. By his will a small annual sum will 
eventually be devoted towards improving and keeping in 
order the Edge Churchyard where his body now quietly rests. 
It is interesting to state that in early life he was a member of 
the Church of England, then became a convert to Roman 
Catholicism, and eventually a Freethinker.—C. B.

It is with the greatest regret that I have to record the death, 
after a painful illness, of Mr. Robert Smellie, tobacconist, 
Dunoon. Mr. Smellie was one of the few energetic Free­
thinkers who for some time carried on the Freethought 
lectures, under Mr. Foote’s Lecture Scheme, in this popular 
seaside resort. He was a staunch supporter of Secularism, 
and advocated his principles at great pecuniary risk to him­
self. When the reactionary Town Council of Dunoon, 
backed by clerical inlluence and bigoted religionists, refused 
to allow the Sunday steamer to call at Dunoon Pier on the 
grounds of destroying the sanctity of the Sabbath, Mr. 
Smellie, at the risk of offending the religious susceptibilities 
of the bulk of his customers, boldly opened his shop, which 
was situated in the principal thoroughfare of the town, on 
Sundays, as a protest against restrictive Sabbatarian bigotry. 
As a man, he was respected by all who knew him ; and as 
an individual unit in the great battle against priestcraft and 
superstition he did loyal service. For some months prior to 
his death he knew that his malady would have a fatal termi­
nation. The principles he advocated in health sustained him 
in illness, and fortified him in facing death with the courage 
born of conviction. A few Secular friends from Glasgow 
attended the funeral on Saturday last, one of whom con­
ducted the last services to the deceased.—T homas R obertson .

How to Help Us.
(1) Get your newsagent to take a few copies of (lie Freethinker

and try to sell them, guaranteeing to take the copies that 
remain unsold.

(2) Take an extra copy (or more), and circulate it among your
acquaintances.

(3) I.eave a copy of the Freethinker now and then in the train, the
car, or the omnibus.

(4) Display, or get displayed, one of our contents-sheets, which
are of a convenient size foi the purpose. Mr. Forder will 
send them on application.

(5) Get your newsagent to exhibit the Freethinker in the window.

The National Secular Society.

R epo r t  of monthly Executive meeting, held at the Soci 1 X 
offices on Thursday, April 27 (the President in the c « 
There were present:—Messrs. E. Bater, C. Cohen, H- y( ,-cfi 
R. Edwards, W. Heaford, S. Hartmann, W. Leaf, M-"
A. B. Moss, B. Munton, J. Neate, E. W. Quay, C. y lU 
F. Schaller, C. Watts, and the Secretary. . -fle

Minutes of previous meeting read and confirmed. 
adjourned report of the Excursion Committee 'vast' ^  
matter for discussion. It was resolved to abandon tn ( 
of a Steam Launch, and to engage a Special Train to 
on Sunday, June 25, provided the time for leaving the 
stations could be arranged with due regard tothecon'e 
of members residing at a distance.

The Sub-Committee’s report, recommending that 0 fCilJ 
demonstrations should be held during the summer, "■  
and adopted. . „  ^

Permission was granted for the formation of a 1 L 
Branch of the Society, subject to the usual condition 
observed. ' , c nicd'

The names ot 72 new members were placed before l. r|)ani, 
ing and formally accepted. From Chatham, 6; Ihrm1 
4 ; Liverpool, 1 ; Manchester, 13 ; West Ham, 36 ! frr' 
12. The regularity with which the Manchester Bm 
wards its collections for the various funds was coi
uPon- . . fhen < '

The notices of motion for the Agenda were 1 |eC[cd. 
sidered. Messrs. H. Brown and C. Cohen were <■ certairJ 
the Agenda Committee. The Executive n10' e, ¡ssUe l’ 
matters for the Agenda that will appear in the next 
the Freethinker. •̂riicll" Cj

The death of our valued colleague, Mr. Edward ^  |i.w 
was referred to, and the President reported tha ;V|iii, 
represented the N.S.S. at the interment. The 
resolution was then moved, and carried unanimous!) • 
the Executive of the National Secular Society plaC<tTrud°'f! 
its high esteem for the character of the late Edwar ^jolcb 
its oldest vice-president; and that a vote of sincere c 
be tendered to the Truelovc family.”

The meeting adjourned until May 18.
E dith M. Vance,

Book Chat.
ifl’r4 tb’Mr. R. B. Cunninghams Graham got six wec|> giiee . 

ment with Mr. John Burns over what the Torw ^ „ 5   ̂
Trafalgar-square riots. Since then Mr. J 0*11) niflff’lcJ 
become a successful politician, while Mr.
Graham has sickened of politics of all schools,^ s0niri

.There *  ^
Quixotic about him. He is an interesting figu
his old rôle of traveller and free-lance. ids' 1

stolid respectability of our age.
* * *

Mr. Graham has made several excursions into
. id o>

t h e f t
•¡il)’.literature, and the latest of these is a little volm11® L'̂ '̂ Ji’J 

I  pane, being the first volume of “  The Over-bc* t(,rieS ¡; 
published by T. Fisher Unwin. This collection m.,)e ,1
sketches is full of the writer's natural vivacity- j|sreC‘?ll;cf 
always vital, and occasionally startling in , i:verS J ,rf'"
conventionalism. Incidentals. Mr. G raham  m 111 L■:'■__  Incidentally, Mr. Graham u'-‘ ^
of many opinions hostile to the current reliÇ10" ‘ j|]C ll1
tical and social conditions of the age. F-vcl .w-nSi'1,n ; Si1*1morality often comes in for a good share of his •

lie  ̂ rib
The first story which gives the title to the vo n |g)1( J, 

the death of one Hartogg, an “ atheist al. ,cÿ a " rtc il-S 
smasher,” by an explosion which blew to PJf^th'^nfi 
worn-out tramp steamer in Paraguay. Thede*^. \\
is a realistic picture, lit up with cynical Gasne- c ^ 
. . . . . . ___  .. . .. 1 . • L. ,1... Anctor*j o  a  i v a i i o u u  | ' i g i i i i  v ,  j i l  u | /  t i  1 1 1 1  i n v -  1 1

children stand by, negroes are crying, the doct |\'e ,i 
ing to business, and “ A priest prepared h,s. ..fid £ .wt 

- ' 1  * 1, soothe the nimd- a
’ To appreciate ‘ ¡¡is ^  ' J
be understood ^iAQ0d,' v||l ,
t injury.

— - -------------- -------------— . .  i - . . - - . .  , — r  - - n
stood ready to hear confession, soothe the rm 
soul its passport into bliss.” TV. nnnreciate H1!.£'!.
Ilartogg’s last words, it must 
througii the explosion without , ,
to his wife, “ is careless ; let the priest blcss^ jiav 
you good ; I am glad the mule is safe —it 111 1,1
true believer all the time. Adios, God is S '

ini'

sidcrate.’
\<c

C liW
All the South American stories and sketc ¡̂yc 

Mr. Graham describes what he has seen- p "  
transcripts from life. And his own heart 
wild existence than in the decorum ot
g

.•ft«! 
i', H‘-

is - tioi11,,’.- • ;i satCl'11 , p.aw ’ „¡¡i J

but his explanation of Scottish illegitimacy,, j „ in1 'j ,ii ̂  
able. Here is the satire on its “ morality ’ : 1 Ni,a5 ii’1’
village is there any room for a gentle Cod- 
Peters; gie me Paul ’ is constantly in eV '

I



THE FREETHINKER. 3QI^ Av 7) 189g.

t°>neuery dwel>er in Salvagia studies theology. Faith is our 
tU ihst?ne> and good works are generally dam ned throughout
• Sh* *  as ran^ Erastianlsm. Only believe, that is su icien . 

 ̂ °wmey°ur moral man,’ exclaims the preacher, and 1 
lv 1 straiSht demolish him ’ ; the congregation nod assent 
SaKg .c°nvinced ‘ your moral man’ is not a dweller 11 
n3 .la', or> if he was, that the profession of a cold 
oth A lty ,0n carth must lead to everlasting fire, in the only 

"arid they hear of in the Kirk.”
*  *  *

Gral,', 1 the North-West Wind ” is the heading of Mr. 
C / " 1!  acc°unt of the burial of William Morns. He 
finest ;nd admlred the man, and this chapter is perhaps „the 
painfuiln volume. The final chapter on ‘ Niggers 1 
with,, read,ng for the “ patriots” who think that John Bull, 
ab ’ Sl!'hle, his rifle, and his dram-bottle, can do no harm 
descrint'" tlle vvorld amongst the heathen. Mr. Grahams 
°nly P '0n ° f  the English race is nearly, worthy of Carlyle, 
Praise. n0t a11 Panegyric, and irony is mixed even with the

\lt *  *  *
abriZetheJr- it may be said that Mr. Graham has given us 
saltof . a!ld 'nteresting book, every page of which has the 

vivid personality.
Mr Wt *  *  *

PorderpivY’ Strickland, B.A., publishes through Robert 
Coj-^^GecoUection of verses entitled The So ng o f the Blood

Poe,

,..) f  _ 7 .... y j i  vciStiS CllllllCU 1 U V  i D U U g  U J  U l C  I  i  IU U U ,

on °uRlit t u 'lerP °ems- The writer has poetical capacity 
slt.H re'igion° f n fitter fruit with cultivation. His satire 
.  1 say g • 0 Europe is remarkably savage, though who 

ni on “ -p, undeserved ? Passion and power mark the 
Massacres of Milano”  in May, 1898.

*  *  *

and*'*0’ Writtorm/ f̂ ,^>ress is the title of a Life of Richard 
Well̂ "Elished v,„ n lls daughter, Theophila Carlile Campbell, 
Gsrrf°t'uP, and ■ a,nd if- E- Bonner (6s. nett). The volume is 
W '!e himself !Sadorned with two portraits—one of Richard 

as “ Isis ” \e other of Eliza Sharpies Carlile, who was 
to the readers of the Republican.

giv r'.ile’s da *  *  *
ostan."1 this bool'*61"’ vvdl°  must he a very' aged lady', has 
■Ha» 1 about thai P urhaps all the information that is now 

re£arded • raVe ProPagandist. Some of her matter 
Hole n-Ce Will do, u i  "^necessary by present-day readers, but 
Hep’ .'t must he V?ss he made for filial affection. On the 
Hs nniS d.istinctlv't t*lat *-his detailed treatment of Carlile’s 
¡'He,,/ Without fa 1 1 le advantage of his reputation. He 
f̂oVe as well -1* tS 'yho is ? —but he was a man of strict 

^tire. us the fU]|af  ° f  invincible courage. We have laid 
'jl’lipj. honorable acts ° f  his wretched marriage, and the 
?ifkr .'c misery |, rr'anner in which, after many years of 
,°\VnS to the ’si,f seParated from his wife. Opinions will 

° a " Isis » secl.uent union he formed with the lady 
f3Urse /  and harm Ulll°n which contained all the elements 

'n'possib|lla-rr'af’ e e;)cePt the legal tie, which of
)yher6er’ that * CmWi*0 j'1 Hie circumstances. It is certain, 
,'A‘rej ..'e law n'rn 1.e. yeE justified in the course he took. 
n acted H 11 left Z 6d ',1° reiT>edy for a wrong, he con- 
id0 disi1 lr° ughom16 sufferer to find a remedy for himself. 
’’H  by rem. from i,- on. Pr‘nciple and conviction, and those 

a *mg K: l.?, views will only beg the question at
\Y UT1 *11 names.

?8r''lthaVe heard * * *
& * > ! * * .  Freethinkers, who never stood in any 
fo‘r'ile f e coarse vw 10 might flinch from it if they did, 
n; Ces of "Sht in this is a very foolish accusation.
Dij Vears ranny anrl6 r° nt against the strong and cruel 
,1 in „ and seven suPerstition. He suffered no less than 

1 ,l Positi0 ni,onths’ imprisonment. Is it from a 
a Jin iie a.fhat you have any reason to expect the

''o Ç y 0

Pr'k/ks, " t je W as Agnostic ? As a matter of fact,
' "u .,  He vvonij coarse in Carlile’s writings and

<ii\I'Q.shc4 great den,1 Probably have shrunk from penning or 
'iKi 'a l0a, acks 011° A, lat ,is IK)w regarded as cpiite refined 

eration mg over V,hnstianity. What really surprises
’ PartiCt,].lrj arlile’s articles is their wonderful 

-.-Pile f; ‘ - 111 the matter of expression.
hy e se * append' - * * *
■ b y G ^ n ,  la v 'S f'V M - ’10°h  contains a verbatim report 
ifiy W7?eft dhal|( j Earlile’s trial in the Court of Queen’s 
G.irlii'hrrnnc' It ;s v„ct°ber, 1819, for publishing Paine’s 
’hei.clajPl'ons .\e ,y  lively reading, in consequence ofaim,,ed hi
> P5 n’ untile _

°/ jiistin"!'1 o^thle*M,that l'c could not be allowed to 
%r! Or ace. At ,ln? Chnstia

. the’ 1 v  leauing, ill consequence 01 
is right t ,dge and the Attorney-General. 
Judge ] 1 ¡cnd Paine’s masterpiece before
h of .1 c _ that he could not be allowed to

uod wr an"-v. At ijJL  v^uristian religion in an English 
Ht l'C wi adjourn a 'Past seven in the evening Carlile 

wl?le of HU the next morning. “  I have
?CrL.\-v a r ater; f  day,” he said, “ without any refresh- 

a U°llecti0n fait> 1 am so confused that I have
N entWas - tof w ~  of anvf ''■y- ° f  wran°r anything.”  Strange as it seems, 

oft] anted * 'Si1 on the Judge’s part before this 
rce ytUr /.» e  result of the trial was the ferocious 

s “ nprisonnicnt and a  fine of £(1,500.

In those days prisoners for blasphemy were treated as 
first-class misdemeanants. They wore their own clothes, 
ordered in their own food, and had command of writing 
materials. It was reserved for Mr. Justice North, in the last 
quarter of the nineteenth century, to send “ blasphemers ”  to 
prison like common thieves.

*  +  *

We hope this Life of Carlile will have a sale to repay' the 
enterprise of its publishers. Freethinkers who can afford six 
shillings should purchase a copy of a not unworthy memorial 
of one of the bravest men who ever fought the battle of 
freedom.

* * *
Kate Rae (Mrs. Edmund C. Rae) has published through 

Robert Forder A Child's History o f Jesus  (id.). It is really 
very well done, as far as is possibte in sixteen pages.

Correspondence.
T H E  (SO-CALLED) LAW  OF CO N STRL’ C TIV E 

M U R D E R .
TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETH IN K ER.”

S ir ,—May I express a hope through the medium of your 
columns that the Constructive Murder Amendment Bill, 
introduced by Mr. William Ambrose, will pass into law 
during the present Session of Parliament? To effect this 
object, it must be adopted by the Government; but, being 
very short, it can be easily passed if so adopted. Its import 
is nothing more than that the words, “ malice aforethought,” 
in an indictment for murder, shall be taken in their plain, 
ordinary, and natural meaning, and that judges shall no 
longer be permitted to impose their own glosses (though 
founded on precedent) on these simple words, and compel 
unwilling jurors to adopt them. I f  jurors would think and 
act for themselves in matters of life and death, no such Act 
would be needed. But in the existing state of the criminal 
practice (if not the criminal law), it seems necessary to 
enact that the words, “ malice aforethought,” shall mean 
malice aforethought, and not something else which no judge 
has, I believe, ventured to define. Why should not the 
Government be willing to declare this? It is twenty-four 
years since any man was hanged for a crime of this kind. 
Why go through the mockery of a death-sentence, and then 
throw the responsibility of the real sentence on the Home 
Secretary', not the Judge. J o s e p h  C o l l i n s o n

( Hon. Sec., Prison Reform Committee, 
Humanitarian League) .

SO CIA LISM  AND SA CERD O TA LISM .

TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETH IN K ER.”

S ir ,—Mr. A. J .  Marriott, in your issue of April 30, queru­
lously complains of “  the folly and injustice of the Socialists 
towards the Secularist party for some years past,”  and the 
burden of his complaint seems to be that Socialists—organised 
as Socialists—do not concern themselves with the propaganda 
of Secularism. But what would Mr. Marriott have? The 
N.S.S.-—organised for Secular propaganda—contains Social­
ists and anti-Socialists, Malthusians and anti-Malthusians, 
vaccinators and anti-vaccinators, Radicals and Tories. What 
is the official attitude of the N .S.S . on Socialism, Malthusian­
ism, the vaccination question, and politics ? The answer is 
simple : it has no official attitude at all. (Years ago the 
N .S.S. delegates to the Metropolitan Radical Federation 
were withdrawn on that perfectly intelligible ground.) 
Equally, a Socialist organisation has no official attitude 
towards Secularism, although the overwhelming majority of 
Socialists are Atheists. In a Socialist Society I, an Atheist, 
work amicably with a colleague who is the editor of a Roman 
Catholic journal. Whilst engaged in Socialist work his 
Roman Catholicism is nothing to me, and our common 
action towards a common end would be impossible were it 
otherwise. But if we met upon a Secularist platform I would 
(figuratively speaking) plant a dagger under his fifth rib. 
Mr. Marriott’s suggestion of subservience to a few Socialist 
parsons is too ridiculous for serious refutation.

If “ Fabianism is a hollow sham,” why does Mr. Marriott 
countenance it by remaining a member of the Society and 
speaking with too-generous frequency at its meetings? A 
“ dwindling” society which “ counts for nothing,”  and yet 
contrives, amidst a mass of other work, to circulate during 
one year 160,000 copies of a twenty-page “ tract,” could 
possibly survive the defection of Mr. Marriott. G. S.

• Orthodox Cant.
It is time that there should be an end of the cant which lifts 

up its hands at the crimes of Republicans and Freethinkers
and shuts its eyes to the crimes of Kings and Churches_R t
lion. John Morley, M .P .
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.
[Notices o f Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, 

and be marked "Lecture Notice,”  i f  not sent on post-card.]
LONDON.

T h e A th en .-eum  H a l l  (73 Tottenham Court-road, W .): 7.30,
G. W. Foote, “ John Burns and Sunday Newspapers.” 

B radlau gh  C lu b  and  I n st it u t e  (36 Newington Green-road,
Ball’s Pond) : 8.30, A Concert.

C a m b e r w e ll  (North Camberwell Hall, 16 New Church-road): 
Every Saturday, at 7, Debating Class. Sunday, at 7.30, A 
Cinderella Dance.

E a st  L ondon E t h ic a l  S o c iet y  (78 Libra-road, Old Ford, 
E.) : 7, J .  Oakesmith, M.A., “ How Plato Came to Greece.” 

S outh  L ondon E th ica l  S o c iet y  (Surrey Masonic Hall, Cam­
berwell New-road, S.E.) : 7, Dr. Washington Sullivan, “ The 
Comparative Morality of Men and Women."

W e st  L ondon E t h ic a l  S o c iet y  (Kensington Town Hall): 11, 
Stanton Coit, “ Oliver Cromwell.”

W e st  L ondon B ranch  (15  Edgware-road): May 8, at 9, 
Branch Meeting.

Open -a ir  P ropaganda .
B a t t e r se a  P a r k  G a t e s : 11.30, W. Heaford.
BROCKWELL P a r k  (near Herne-hill Gates): 3.15, F. A. Davies,

" Christianity and Slavery.”
C a m b e r w e l l  (Station-road): 11.30, A lecture.
EDMONTON (corner of Angel-road) : 7, E . Pack.
H am m ersm ith  (The Grove): 7.15, R. P. Edwards.
H am pstead  H eath  (Jack Straw’s Castle) : 3.15, R. P. Edwards,

“ Christ and His Teaching.”
H yd e  P a r k  (near Marble Arch): 11.30, R. P. Edwards, “ The 

Child, Wise Man, and Devil.” May 9, at 8, H. C. Stuart; 10, at 8, 
Mr. Maitland; 11, at 8, Mr. Papernow; 12, at 8, R. P. Edwards ; 
13, at 8, E. Pack.

K ilb u r n  (corner of Victoria-road) : 7.15, A lecture.
K in gslan d  (Ridley-road): 11.30, S. E Easton.
M il e  E nd W a s t e : 11.30, F. A. Davies; 7, W. J .  Ramsey. 

May 10, at 8, E. White.
P ec k iia m  R y e  : 3.15, E. Pack, " God Damn the Sultan.”
T he T r ia n g le  (Salmon Lane, Limehouse): 11.30, E. Pack. May 

9, at 8, F. A. Davies.
S. L. E. S. (Peckham Rye): 11.15 , J- Clarke, “ What would 

Jesus Do ?”
V icto ria  P a r k  (near the Fountain): 3.15, A. B. Moss. 
W e s t m in s t e r (Grosvcnor Embankment): 11.30, W. J. Ramsey, 

"Salvation : True and False."
F in sb u r y  B ranch  (Clerkenwell Green): 11.30 , A. B. Moss, 

" The Drama of Christianity.”
COUNTRY.

B irmingham B ranch (Prince of Wales Assembly Rooms):
H. Percy Ward—3, "Socialism: Unreasonable and Impractic­
able "; 7, " Is there a Hell ?”

E din bu rgh  (Moulders’ Hall, 105 High-street): 6.30, Mr. Pryde, 
” Missions and Missionaries.”

G lasgow  (Lecture Hall, no Brunswick-street): 12, Discussion 
Class—D. Black; 6.30, J . Henson.

G r ea t  Y armouth  F r e e t h in k e r s ’ A sso ciatio n  (Freethinkers’ 
Hall, bottom of Broad-row): 7, Violin Selections by Professors 
Elliot and Ray ; 7.15, J . M. Headley, ” Socialism : Its Relation to 
Secularism and Christianity.”

H u ll  (Friendly Societies’ Hall, No. 2 Room) : 7, F. W. Booth, 
" Ruskin : Social Reformer.”

L e ic e s t e r  S ecu la r  S o c ie t y  (Humberstone-gate): 6.30, F. J. 
Gould, “ Freethought in the Bible."

L iverpo o l  (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square): For lecture see 
Liverpool Daily Post of Saturday next.

M a n ch ester  S ecu la r  H a l l  (Rusholme-road, All Saints): 
C. Cohen—May 6, at 7.30, in Stevenson-square. May 7, at n , in 
Secular Hall, "Darwin, Darwinism, and Christianity” ; 3, in 
Stevenson-square ; 7, in Secular Hall, " The Latest Plea for a 
Future Life.” Tea at 5.

S h e f f ie l d  S ecu la r  S o c iet y  (Hall of Science, Rockingham- 
street): J . McCabe—3, " The New View of Life ” ; 7," Religion in 
Modern Philosophy.” Tea at 5.

S outh  S h ield s  (Captain Duncan’s Navigation School, Market­
place): 7.30, Conference Agenda.

Lecturers’ Engagements.
C. Cohen, 17 Osborne-road, High-road, Leyton.—May 7 and 

14, Manchester; 21, Birmingham Conference.

A rthur B. Moss, 44 Credon-road, London, S .E .—May 7, 
m., Clerkenwell, a., Victoria Park; 14, a. and e., Brockwell 
Park ; 21, m., Mile End ; e., Victoria Park ; e., Stratford. 28, 
a., Hampstead Heath. June 4, m., Hyde Park; e., Hammer­
smith ; 18, a. and e., Brockwell Park ; 25, m., Battersea.

H. Percy  Ward , 5 Alexandra-road, Edgbaston, Birmingham. 
—May 7, Birmingham.

R. P. E dwards, 52 Bramley-road, Notting-hill.—May 7, m., 
Hyde Park; a., Hampstead Heath; e., Hammersmith; 14, m., 
Ridlcy-road; a. and e., Peckham Rye; 21, m., Limehonse; e., 
Mile End; 28, m., Pimlico; e., Edmonton.

E. Pa c k , 10 Ilenstridge-place, Ordnance-road, St. John’s Wood. 
— May 7, m., Mile End ; e., Edmonton ; 14, m., Hyde Park ; a., 
Hampstead Heath; e., Kilburn; 21, m., Station-road, Camber­
well ; a., Brockwcll Park; e., Peckham R ye; 28, m., Battersea 
Park ; a., Regent’s Park,

May 7»

POSITIVISM .
rtern“1*

íanit?;
01

“ Reorganisation, without god or king, by the K/5t 
worship o f Humanity.”

Information and publications on the Religion of HU,E‘|, 
may be obtained free on application to the Cn 
Humanity, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

Now Ready. Crown Svo.

T H E  B A T T L E  OF T H E  PR ESS
AS TOLD IN THE STORY OF

The Life of Richard Carlile
BY h i s  d a u g h t e r ,

T H E O P H IL A  C A R L IL E  C A M P B E L L .
Portraits of C a r l il e  and Mrs. S iia r p l e s  C a r lil e  (“  *slS

Price Six Shillings Nett, Post Free.
s K

(Everyone interested in the history of Free Press and *‘1’
should possess the biography of this indomitable Freeing f
endured more than nine years’ imprisonment in defence 0 
of speech and of publication.)

London : A. & H. B. Bonner, i and 2, Took’s-court, E.THE BEST
ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, I 

TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND PrA 
OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

By J . R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S.,
160 pages, 1with portrait and autograph, bound in cloth, S'

Price is., post free. o00<! ¥~ ----‘  ̂A - ( .1
f  ♦ l i C  PI n order to bring the information within the reach ot ^

most important parts of the book are issued in f  P3Î .lnipl|*i

f tt*
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physical and moral need for family limitation with > F to } 
of the means by which it can be secured, and an 0 „ JY 
cerned of the requisites at the lowest possible Pr,cefiry s^ l  

The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. .
Allbutt, and others, have also spoken of it in very ‘"h ,et, D 

The trade supplied by R. Fo rder , 28 Stonecutter- 
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W . J .  Rendell’s “ W ife’s F r j ^
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, INGERSOLL’S GRAND NEW LECTURE
ON

SU P E R S T I T I O N ,
Which is attracting immense audiences in America.
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[Mr. Holyoake, presuming' that he is nearing the end 
of his life, desires it to he known that he prefers to be 
judged in the future, if  anyone hereafter should take 
the trouble to estimate the character of his opinions» 
by his work, “  The Origin and Nature of Secularism,”  
and by his earlier volume, “  The Trial of Theism.” ]

The Origin and Nature of Secularism : Showing
that where Freethought commonly Ends Secularism Begins. Cloth, 
2s. 6d.

The Trial Of Theism. (The author’s magnum opus;
only a few copies in print.) Cloth, 25. 6d.

Sixty Years of an Agitator's Life. With Portrait by
Wa l t e r  S ic k e r t . Third and Cheaper Edition, in 2 vols., 3s. 6d. 
each.

The Logic of Death, id., by post ij^d .

London: Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, E.C.FLOWERS OF FREETHOUGHT
BY

G. W. Foote.

Second Series (cloth), 2s. 6d.
CONTENTS :—Luscious Piety—The Jewish Sabbath—God's Day 

—Professor Stokes on Immortality—Paul Bert—Converting a 
Corpse—Bradlaugh’s Ghost—Christ and Brotherhood—The Sons 
of God—Melchizedek—S'w’elp me God—Infidel Homes—Are 
Atheists Cruel ?—Are Atheists Wicked ?—Rain Doctors—Pious 
Puerilities— “ Thus saith the Lord”—Believe or be Damned— 
Christian Charity—Religion and Money—Clotted Bosh—Lord 
Bacon on Atheism—Christianity and Slavery—Christ Up to Date 
—Secularism and Christianity—Altar and Throne—Martin Luther 
—The Praise of Folly—A Lost Soul—Happy in Hell—The Act of 
God—Keir Hardie on Christ—Blessed be ye Poor—Converted 
Infidels—Mrs. Booth's Ghost—Talmage on the Bible—Mrs.
Bcsant on Death and After—The Poets and Liberal Theology_
Christianity and Labor—Duelling—An Easter Egg for Christians 
—Down among the Dead Men—Smirching a Hero—Kit Marlowe 
and Jesus Christ—Jehovah the Ripper—The Parson’s Living 
Wage—Did Bradlaugh Backslide ? — Frederic Harrison cn 
Atheism—Save the Bible 1—Forgive and Forget—The Star of 
Bethlehem—The Great Ghost—Atheism and the French Revolu­
tion—Piggottism—Jesus at the Derby—Atheist Murderers—A 
Religion for Eunuchs—Rose-Water Religion.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

O  TANTON, the People’s Dentist, 335 Strand (opposite Somerset 
House).—TEETH  on VULCANITE, 2s. 6d. each; upper or 

lower set, £ 1 .  Best Quality, 4s. each; upper or lower, £ 2 . 
Completed in four hours when required ; repairing or alterations 
in two hours. If you pay more than the above, they are fancy 
charges. Teeth on platinum, 7s. 6d. each ; on 18 ct. gold, 15s. ; 
stopping, 2s. 6d. ; extraction, i s . ; painless by gas, 5s.
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INGERSOLL'S NEW LECTURE.

T H E  D E V I L
Price Sixpence, post free.

LONDON: R. FO R D ER , 28 ST O N EC U T T E R -ST R EE T , E.C.

NOW READY, STOUT PAPER COVERS, Is .; CLOTH, 2s.

THE BOOK OF GOD1 IN THE LIGHT OF THE HIGHER CRITICISM.
With Special Reference to Dean Farrar’s New Apology.

By G. W. FOOTE.
LONDON : R. FO R D ER , 28 ST O N E C U T T E R -ST R EE T , E.C.

M E A SU R E M E N T  FORM.
L ounge C oat.

Length of back ............................................
Half width of back .....................................
Centre of back to full length of sleeve........
Round chest, over vest..................................
Round waist, over vest ............. .................

V e st .
Centre of back to opening...........................
Centre of back to full length........................
Round chest over vest ...............................
Round waist over chest ...............................

T rousers.
Round waist over trousers ........................
Round Seat .................................................
Inside leg seam............. ................................
Outside leg seam ..........................................
Round thigh.....................................................
Round knee.....................................................
Round bottom . ..............................................

R em a rks.
Trousers lined or unlined ............................
Trousers side or cross pockets .....................
Vest, collar or not..........................................
Height ............................................................
Age...... .............................................................
Occupation .....................................................

New Spring- Patterns
For Suits, Costumes, Dresses, and other 

kinds of clothing, sent post free to any 
address.

AGENTS
W ANTED

EV ER Y W H ER E.

3 Tons
4f

of Manufacturers’ Remnants.
For 27s. 6d. For 27s. 6d*

For 27s. 6d.
For 27s. 6d. For 27s. 6d-
I am making a first-class all-wool, fashionably cut and well- 
finished Lounge Suit to measure (or 30s. for a Shooting Suit)* 
These remnants are all perfect, and just as good, for all praC' 
tical purposes, as if each Suit were cut from the piece. I hav'e 
bought them at about half ordinary price. The quantity I alTI 
selling enables me to cut down prices for making and othef 
expenses, and I am positively offering a clear saving to each 
customer of at least 3 3 J  per cent., which is a gain 0 
6s. 8d. in every £  you spend.

SEND FOR A SUIT TO-DAY.

You cannot Afford to Miss these Bargains*
1,000 Freethinkers can each have a packet of Free Clothing Te* 

free of cost by sending a Post Card giving name and address.

J. W. GOTT, 2 & 4 Union St., Bradford.
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