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LOte at OpsPen”™™ngf further time on such details, let us

w C?,t0 the main substance of Mr. Buchanan’s
jfoin an e Have said that it is a novel with a purpose.
“:rd i(s pother point of view it is quite unimportant.
av'>sation™?Se ’s t° discredit a mere “ materialistic ”
1£* *> say, a civilisation based entirely
?atUalismiGf and Humanity, without aid from super-
Lture life  °Aran”™ kind, or even from the doctrine of a
,e French p r' %*chanan goes to work in the spirit of
Hrteago “ ,, Iterary reactionist who proclaimed some
? Sys in bankruptcy of Science.” 1 will give you,
Pe<ssss;, Dn ttech as much material progress as you
lav®an ass' ertyy shall be abolished; everybody shall
aPpiness «Yr ~ s™are °f personal, domestic, and social
ated; accja Isease shall be almost completely elimi-
sh1l °men unt? ?ball be reduced to a minimum ; men

If ®g-hteha Ve a hundred years ; art and literature
s ,, ity n”veryone’s existence ; and the Religion of

civ>ythécr < Its femples and public services, shall
Qe faiioa of idealism ; yet, for all this, your
e thing0 ‘'‘bean utter failure, for it still lacks the

ink ’S°Pn° aCs.?ary— the one thing without which all

theaeel "fi and which poverty, disease, and
~enty.firritled- He begins his story, therefore, in

pfihnesthat th *entury> by which time he sanguinely
the 1 yarious 6earthly millennium will be fully realised.

Qwilisatir,,, ~aE es we have extracted his account of
” _which then obtains

Rerieyl By He twenty-first-century—measuring the
n to sayffmle chronology of the Christian Era—that
&; ability ull birth of Jesus Christ onwards—and
ni,, ntists an ,e Hreat Being, the God whom the great
his neeilth cent Philosophers of the last decades of the
ila_rone. \iit7 1ad prophesied, had at last come to
anti'r\W\&s the n*116 Pr°phecies, indeed, had come to pass,
‘lela ence ljaster of the world and of his own destiny,
m% aﬁﬁli_shing nearly all the evils which had
n°st [%6F E&FtH for so many centuries, had produced
Pra esen Eteot Fa Among the New Race of men
on|. ‘oally unh,;ness>Poverty, Disease, and Crime were
life appy’hUn °wn, and everywhere the sun shone down
IHiJUeager in orffanisations, familiar with the laws of
onrie gnﬁt n me pursuit of social happiness.
haj Jes had")'/ ~dictions once existing between
°n€e Bai “band6blL !N O0¥'8101* the monarchical system
r,a possihpn’ and, international war being no
electFi& themx,| 1b men of every nationality were
bpd m by ponil.ves>under the guidance of Wise Men
Ikrli,,°?l institiif'l' subrafie, to the perfection of social
Per01 , e« Petersl'nS...... The citizens of London, Paris,
0, ' eoni i 1 i 1
R ) A RV A AR R SRS
|%ter .Passed dvi ese Cities to another; and great
bydntjbes bew>y r ,to anc' fro from Europe to their
nstr;cts C];aIEHHQ these—New York, San Francisco,
U, O the ~ and Yokohama. A few remote
7esar  °f AfriCa' rt I’ such as Siberia, and the remote
hatGs esseni‘ ' ~jained semi-barbarous, but every
Adlrtli s1 When aj] .,1CIr number, and the time was close
" « g nations, tribes, and races of the
Pdrts of one vast Terrestrial Federa-
“§s e+ NOft,
the’ yybh stretch were green trees and flowering

; I'ght S ‘Ivet sward; fountains leapt
Yk ﬁiir, Bj the W%irﬁ&fl%?j tlle alr with 'lt)jheir sﬁvgfr)y

. JuPon aild Crown "iST8,°n every side, though large
fO',-hy nittLC™tectur:n? with inhabitants, were fair to
K no as and clean and white as marble.
92(@ ner bad H as day>the streets were radiant,

e sun ‘set than they were flooded
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with golden artificial light, the very perfection of elec-
tricity...... The City had its Churches and Temples of
Humanity, and therein men and women worshipped all
that was best and beautiful in human character, all that
shed peace and happiness on the human race......No
one was idle, and no one was without the means of
subsistence...... Cheerfulness and contentedness reigned
supreme.”

There is one drawback, at least, to this picture ; or
what most people will consider a drawback. Healthy
men only eat once a week, so great is the progress of
chemistry. It is even hinted that in time they will only
eat once a year. All that remains is to make it once a
century, and give men one meal in a lifetime. A dread-
ful prospect, considering what pleasure a good dinner
affords to men with healthy appetites 1

But a more formidable drawback than this, in Mr.
Buchanan’s judgment, is involved in the marriage laws
of this new society. The question of breeding is attended
to as far as possible. Deliberate selection is substituted
to a certain extent for natural selection. The unfit are
eliminated, not by slaying them—although that method
is applied to the most unpromising infants— but by pre-
venting them from transmitting their characteristics to
posterity.

“No man was entitled to marry before he had attained
the age of twenty-five, or after he had passed the age of
fifty; and nowoman before the age of twenty-one, or after
the age of thirty-five; while neither man nor woman under
any circumstances could come together in lawful wed-
lock without a certificate of physical perfection from the
Holy Office of Health.”

We are even told that the marriage of the branded
Unfit was “ under an old and unrepealed statute punish-
able by Death.” And it is principally upon this elimina-
tion of the Unfit— which, by the way, is a mixture of
commonsenseandfantastic nonsense— thatMr. Buchanan
founds his impeachment of the new society. *“The
beneficent spirit which diffused itself over the world,”
he says, “was merciless to the Weak,” although he
rather indiscreetly confesses that they “ had become few
and far between.” The interest of this ever-dwindling
minority is regarded as sufficient to outweigh that of
the ever-increasing majority. Annabel Lee discovers,
with much indignation, that the Religion of Humanity
is of little or no avail to this minority. “ Its appeals,”
she finds, “ were to the wise and strong, not to the frail
and unfit.” She hears the cries of the dead martyrs of
progress. “The weak have perished miserably,” she
exclaims, “ that the strong might endure.” Apparently
both she and Mr. Buchanan prefer that the strong
should perish and let the weak endure. Evidently they
prefer a religion which appeals to “ the frail and unfit”
rather than one which appeals to “ the wise and strong.”
And as Christians they are right—if Mr. Buchanan is a
Christian ; for Christianity, as Nietzsche so powerfully
argues, is and always has been the religion of decadence.
Man’s irredeemable helplessness is its starting point;
and it ends by promising all the felicities of the next
life to those who have been poor, downtrodden, humble,
and wretched in this life, while those who have been
strong and self-sufficient in this life are doomed to ever-
lasting punishment hereafter. Mr. Buchanan’s philo-
sophy is unsound, but his instinct is right. Christianity
could only be revived, after its extinction, by appealing
once more to the “frail and unfit” and using them to
multiply a lower type of the human race.

Christianity says, Give to the poor; the Religion of
Humanity says, Abolish poverty. Christianity says,
Help the helpless ; the Religion of Humanity says,
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Abolish helplessness.  Christianity says, Cherish the
sick ; the Religion of Humanity says, Yes, but try to
destroy disease. Christianity says, Relieve the suffering;
the Religion of Humanity says, Yes, but war against
the causes of suffering.  Christianity finally says, Believe
and be saved; arid the Religion of Humanity says,
Learn and know, for only in Truth lies salvation.

Is it not apparent, at every point, that Christianity
contemplates the perpetuity, at least in this world, of
all the evils which it (incidentally) aims at palliating?
That is the sum-total of its social philosophy, for its
promises of solid lasting welfare are only realisable in
the world to come.

Mr. Buchanan appears to think that scientific civilisa-
tion may make people too happy. One of his characters
called Sister Florence, a Christian long before Annabel
Lee, declares that “ if there were no pain, no calamity,
no struggle, there would be no Love.” On another
occasion she exclaims that “ The heart hardens with
happiness ! The God of Sorrows knew that when he
invented pain!” Certainly there is a measure of truth
in this. Sympathy is generally associated with suffering.
The sympathy ofjoy is a higher and rarer phenomenon.
But even supposing that Love does depend on the
conditions which Mr. Buchanan specifies— although this
is only partially true— does he seriously believe that
“ pain, calamity, and struggle ” will ever be banished
from this world ? What would a Schopenhauer say to
this amazing notion ? Science may do what it will, but
it can never give man the mastery over the “ chapter of
accidents.” Unless he becomes an omniscient God, he
will always be in more or less peril from the unforeseen.
There will always be tempest and shipwreck. Railway
and street accidents are not likely to cease altogether.
Workmen will always run some risk of being killed or
maimed in dangerous occupations. Mothers will con-
tinue to lie under some jeopardy in bringing their
offspring into the world. Premature deaths will occur
to some extent under the most favorable conditions.
And is it conceivable that parents will ever be entirely
free from solicitude as to the physical, mental, and
moral welfare of their children ?

There is far too much suffering in the world at
present, and no likelihood of its ever being too little.
But if suffering could disappear, and man become
perfectly happy, where would be the reason for com-
plaint? Morality would go, you say; but morality is
a means, not an end. It presupposes our weakness
and mutual dependence. The more perfect we become,
the less it is necessary. Were we all perfect, we should
have no conception of morality. Our actions would be
spontaneously right, and our relations to each other
perpetually harmonious.

Let us ask Mr. Buchanan a question. He believes in
the existence of God. Well, is God callous and im-
moral because he is omnipotent? Is he ‘wretched
because he is incapable of suffering? A negative
answer shatters the whole of Mr. Buchanan’s argu-
ment respecting the too happy future of the human race
under the strong and wise Religion of Humanity.

G. W. Foote.
( To be concluded,)

Here and Hereafter.

T he above two words will probably suggest themes
that will occupy the attention of men through all ages
to come, and no doubt many attempts will be made to
form some kind of connection between the two. The chief
schools of thought which deal with the life and destiny
of man take different views as to how their theories can
be made the better to harmonise with the desires of the
human heart. The Christian sometimes prays that the
will of heaven may be done on earth, notwithstanding
that no one has told us for a certainty what the will of
heaven is. Of course there have been, and still are,
many conjectures upon the subject ; but conjectures are
not always facts. The Secularist aims at making the earth
what heaven is sometimes pictured to be. The difference
between the heavens and the earth was once described
by two men who were held by some to be the greatest
thinkers of their time— we refer to Newman and Carlyle.
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The one desired to bring the heavens down to the ear
while the aim of the other was to raise the earth WP
the heavens. An important feature in Secular Fjll
sophy is that it hopes to realise on earth things at 3
able now and here While the orthodox believer re
mainly upon expectation, _realisable, if at all, in
jecture-land.  Another distinction between the
schools is still more marked by the fact that the 7
depends on knowledge, and the other on belief) =
walks by sight, and the other by faith. The “esira,ers
the one are as clearly centred here as those of the O
are in some supposed possible hereafter. One re&,
the earth as the improvable home of man; the O x
looks upon it as a wilderness wherein he is a wan
on the way to an eternal, imperishable abode beyon
stars. The difference is sometimes described as
which are seen and temporal, and things which S
seen and eternal. The hope of the Secularist inl1| N
that his desires are to be in some measure attainab €
earth, while the belief of the Christian in some
growing out of the present is only a question,
most, of possibility. .V
The first view is this worldism, the second v. @~
that of some other worldism. Of the one we
much, but of the other we have no knowledge- ™
tians frequently boast that their aim is to make 11 in
of both worlds ; that, however, in our opinion» n
admissible. Secularists with their views may rewjile
ably expect reward for good effort in this world»
the Christians have no solid grounds for any j/fly
reward on earth. Thus the aims of the two are “eir
different, not only in their objects, but also 1
results. The issues are as' wide apart as3the gupP-"
heaven is from the earth. We speak of earth v ;X%
be felt, and of heaven as being beyond our reac 1
do not now question whether people are rf>* g an
maintain that the kingdom of heaven is within ' ywe
that hell is what a man’s own conscience makes 1« dlr
are contending only that earth is our home, w1l - caP
loved ones dwell, and where happiness, so far 3S~goO'
be achieved, is to be found. We also combat tn ot
that heaven and hell are tangible realities ; they * ¢foil
merely figures of speech— they' are two of.the / > *
doctrines of the New Testament Christianity &
broad distinction which is generally made by[l . i3
sentatives of the two views under consideration >gJ
earth represents the secular and heaven the d ig-
This is alleged to apply to persons, iplaces, a na,
ture. As a philosophy’, these views are concert
everything that pertains to human life, and fird
beliefs as to the alleged hereafter. The f°rrYjyerel¥
their basis in Secularism, and the latter in the' polW
theories of supernaturalism. Secularism adopts”™ j o™
of making the best of life on earth, deeming1
first and highest duty ; while Christianity seel« holding
this life subordinate to a never-ending existenc >
that
Nothing- is worth a thought beneath
But how you may escape the death
That never, never dies. .
Secularism teaches that the whole of mans ™tV
are clearly adapted for this world, and tha eauti [
requirements of the true, the useful, and the ~ tlj*
may be obtained by industry, art, and science- Y,
nature, in its normal condition, does not SuPpQﬁort o
obtained under suitable conditions by
genius, skill, and labor. Attempts have bee ~ js.t
show that the Christian form of supernatura’ si\&
O cularism. If this be so, why do not ™ jjluSt™
accept and practise Secularism? But t' nOte ; j
vanishes, and the bubble bursts, when '\
difference between Christian statements n
practice. In daily life these professors lrd ot
- . LZVOTM ;V
secular agencies for the progress in the inie' " 1o
their religious devotions they would have US .3
they regard theological teachings as their - |§»
vidence. Again, the allegation that Christn'~.j.
true Secularism is refuted by St. Paul, who e of t
in this life only' we have hope in Christ, wCu|3r
men most miserable.” There is nothing sfc? anj’
this ; all our hopes, as Secularists, coHE%r‘”"-r.lQ all PSS
arc confined to this life. How can we hop'-~
ence of which we know nothing, and in " th®"jjjif
taken no share? It is a singular fact tha g,
miserable of men” on Sundays are Chris
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and.if ~fore God that they are “ miserable sinners,”
~Reiat(Mere 's n° “ health in them.” Evidently the
Qe n ,r'stdoes not afford them much happiness.
grerl°PUN hesitate to speak thus of Christians in
ther *’ Olds'de of the churches, in the presence of
they avuScular members.  No, it is on Sundays when
who, u'fess to he miserable, and that just at the time
Biigrtit aie sa'd *° with hope in Christ,
caton\r SUSNat at one time Christians hanged the
tye” Onday for killing mice on Sunday.

flectirl, aVe duot;ed Paul about the miserable, temporary,
of stabil>arth >iet us now consult Peter about the lack
thet nle' ?  tile heavens. He says (2nd book, chap, iii.)
eathWl| Leavens w*h Pass away with a great noise, the
Here) ~nrnt up, and the elements will be dissolved,
both -th e ideas of a@m@l gternpl hgavers

C? ®pi°ded; at any rate, a mine 1 P . progress

O ~eterwould not be anxious abou e tions to
mS3Quar Philosophy in any of its many apphcatl

2 “*\WWe But the alternative, according to~a”™

ri”N'y aquestion of sensual appetites. y N die,,
T rft, let us eat and drink ; for to- e many
aurl ths. Secularismis to indulge in OL  sophy. No

misconceptions of Secular P , end-all
of vr 2 Necy arist ever makes the e". tanding that
t ‘fe aa affair of the stomach, notwithstanding”

tromally absorbs much attention and § ..
People have little time, and less mclina. O ,

i e nice dl.s.t.l.nctlons as phiesophers de ; yet, on
it may be useful to see that they

Jort é%' jEEﬁg

Jﬁa ascertained facts, by which accurate
Bé? ¢ formed. The permanent good of

%CWHB 83§ royed by errors, although they may

Heht for ages. E‘xpeﬂence shows that
a@@lﬂﬁﬁave a strong desire to be in the right.

L\l © "«vest UnW|II|n%Iy is the soul © P’\Sé eve
A P@Y&eueﬂm@ Is rue. We do najefebieys
'in P°Pu‘ar doctrine that men %ﬁg{r Errors may
, W16 wrong, @W@V@F AUMEraus Ir errors may
&M py FBAE 5 are weighe f tion.
The &i!T Qt°m ; but all this admits of

% grgives In a aal's Jife WHeR IMPOHEnt views
o n Cartb press for a solution and call for a
It h°'ery that t"\Gsu”  this mental activity may be the
been .a'one can serve or save mankind.
«o”™d that” tba: truth is the measure of know-
S WolaU *Ise beside is only ignorance, or
Portzery°ne to f6j what is truth ? It is the duty
(isco™t dUsstion egVor to find an answer to this im-
coimers the naf  ~°me have alleged that whosoever
that \wusPeech UrC things has found the truth. In
N lot- cb can h? Say truth is what is self-evident, or
SecLifd experi * Provcd. Whatever the subject may
aScertarlSi uSp'Tleilt> and observation are the agencies
S eart!n'vhat si establish moral truth, and to
\\h °ud be believed either about heaven
life atever

seem« sa‘d>men will pursue the course of

WSEPESt to them hence the vast impor-
may’ be wise and noble It

a hun [lat, one man may lead a horse to

851 rtilatidn nr society no one attempts coercion

culari SuPply, th °Pm'10ns. Whatever of intellectual

¥tfrellp ‘vubivaied, itnoikeker that their

)@te,rl ?aylng
thy state f cou*d not make him drink ; but
'd dnt:)1 sp6gj ,.c assimilation is an individual matter.

{ Cs of y recommends the study of the order
CUn'VerVec%e of'll “eavin8' the heavens alone until
Is th2ati.. and is attainable. The origin of

O™ in le, P°:ssib'e future may be left over for
p*»» re! deservin» rer moments— ithat is, if the subject
eaCnnarance © am considerartio"n at al. As to

o€«..  event ff it is to be, no
Ca.-Shoi; ,¥fe R,v What |s to be will be in its own

- .
irﬁatt gocucan Brevente must happen, gpd no belief
’\*Ie most fervent belief

man’s'Lnt "
Hr- 7O(°7u stiOn  ~(“aPpearance in another world.

cp raisV as to 2?0t of faith, but of fact, Belief
?E) Y % ‘e truth wf what is believed. Tq

ATin Ssugl_e,c% aaguage, he says that the future
. our senses
. °'v nbsPrepan™ll- not seen, nor ear heard, the

blng abont .k those who love him. We
them ; they are beyond human
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The study of the various beliefs entertained by the in-
habitants of different nations as to what is to constitute
their supposed future home when they have * shuffled
off their mortal coil 7 shows that such beliefs are the
result of imagination, and not of reason. Persons
invariably picture their heaven in accordance with
the creed or belief in which they have been trained.
Thus we find that the Indian thinks that his heaven will
be an “ everlasting hunting-ground,” where he will have
unlimited sport in chasing wild animals. This surely
would be healthier exercise and a more pleasant occupa-
tion than that afforded in the Christian’s heaven, which,
we are told, is the abode of the “ souls of those who
had been slain,” and a kind of receptacle for all sorts
of characters, including criminals and oppressors, men
who were considered too corrupt to live on earth, but
regarded as proper candidates for heaven. If the New
Testament be true, the brave, the noble, and the patriotic
are ofttimes excluded from the portals of the celestial
city. The passports required for admission there are
faith, submission, and contentment. Men who have
resisted the tyrant, who have struggled for liberty
against the powers that be, who have won freedom of
thought, are not deemed worthy the crown of glory
unless they believe in “ Christ and him crucified.” A
permanent sojourn in a place that rejects the purest and
best of our race cannot be desired by any but moral
invalids and intellectual mendicants.

It is sometimes urged that through giving supreme
attention to earth we lose all possible advantages of
heaven. But why so? In seeking to improve mundane
existence we deal with known facts, but in exercising our
faculties upon what is called heaven we are simply
acting upon guess work. By making the best of this
life we thereby secure the best preparation for any other,

Charles W atts,

Ridiculing Religion.

T he other week I was announced to lecture in a northern
town on “The Absurdity of Christianity.” On my
arrival in the place | was informed that exception had
been taken to my subject, on the ground that to
announce such a lecture was overstepping the bounds
of decent controversy. It may be mentioned, in passing,
that the larger number of those who complained had
not attended my previous lectures in the town, and did
not attend this one. Consequently, their objection was
more in the nature of a dislike to Freethought meetings
in general than to this one in particular. And, as a
matter of fact, my address did not, as these premature
critics evidently imagined, deal with the ridiculous stories
contained in the Bible, or with the laughable aspect of
Christianity as a whole ; it was solely concerned with
the absurdity of a civilised people priding themselves
on their progressive character, and yet professing to
regulate their lives by a body of doctrines directly at
variance with all that we know to be true.

And even if my lecture had dealt exclusively with the
laughable aspect of Christianity, it is hard to see why it
should have been objected to. | did not create the
Christian religion ; |1 was not even trying to perpetuate
it. If it has a ridiculous side, the responsibility rests
primarily with those who fashioned it, and, next, with
those who continue to believe it. If, on the contrary, it
has not a ridiculous side, then it is | who render myself
a laughing-stock in trying to give it one. In either
case | do not see that exception can reasonably be taken
to anyone ridiculing a religion, if they feel so inclined.
It may be a question of expediency where and when it
is done, or it may be an artistic question howit is done ;
but otherwise it seems to me to be as allowable to laugh
at a man’s belief concerning God as at his beliefs con-
cerning Lord Salisbury or Mr. Campbell-Bannerman.

Had the objection been confined to this particular
occasion, there would have been little need to pay
special attention to it ; but, as a matter of fact, it is
one of the commonest and, to the Christian, one of
the heaviest charges brought against Freethought
advocacy. Needless to say, it is not true that the
Secularist spends his existence in cachinnatory exercises
at the expense of Christianity ; but, even if it were, the
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objection would be an utterly irrelevant one. To refrain
from ridiculing- a belief because of its sacred character,
and to ridicule it because its sacred character has been
destroyed, are at bottom identical positions. One’s
attitude, in either case, is determined by whether the
belief is sacred or not. As Dr. Arnold said: “ To tax
anyone with want of reverence because he pays no
respect to what we venerate is either irrelevant, or is a
mere confusion. The fact, so far as it is true, is no
reproach, but an honor; because to reverence all
persons and all things is absolutely wrong; reverence
shown to that which does not deserve it is no virtue ;
no, not even an amiable weakness, but a plain follyand sin.
But if it be meant that he is wanting in proper reverence,
not respecting what is to be really respected, that is
assuming the whole question at issue, because what
we call divine he calls an idol; and as, supposing we
are in the right that we are bound to fall down and
worship, so, supposing him to be in the right, he is no
less bound to pull it to the ground and destroy it.”

To ask, therefore, that we who do not believe in the
pretensions, or truthfulness, or usefulness of Christianity
shall treat it with the same solemnity and reverence as
believers are in the habit of doing is to ask us to blot
out all distinction between truth and falsehood, or
between what is plausible and what is absurd.

Although it may be replied that two wrongs do not
make a right, still it is worth while noting that Christians
themselves are by no means slow to ridicule the religious
or non-religious beliefs of other people—a practice in
which the Bible sets them a fairly good example. | have
never heard of Christians reprobating the conduct of
Elijah in ridiculing the prophets of Baal, although I
have read a description of his language as expressing
“sublime scorn”; Protestants delight in ridiculing the
Roman Catholic ceremonials, Catholics are equally
ready to laugh at the absurdities of Protestant pre-
tensions, and both join in treating with contempt the
religious beliefs of non-Christian peoples. Ridiculing
religion is only wrong when it is the Christian religion
that is the object of irreverence.

It is curious, too, that Christians seldom or never
ask themselves why it is that their religion lends itself
so readily to ridicule. Surely, when one can so easily
ridicule Christianity, and when Christians themselves
are so annoyed at the performance, there must arise the
suspicion that there is something inherently absurd
about the creed. Surely some part of the fault, if fault
there be, must rest with the creed that invites ridicule
from nearly all who dissent from it. Indeed, it has
always passed my comprehension how anyone who is
not already narcotised by the creed he is criticising, or
in fear of the “ respectabilities” he is outraging, can
discuss such subjects as the Biblical miracles, the virgin
birth, the resurrection, or similar tales, and still retain
his gravity. There are, after all, as many muscles
drawing our mouth up as draw them down, and if it
be sinful to laugh at religion the fault must lie with
the deity who endowed man with a sense of the
ridiculous.

But it is not without reason that Christians protest
against the use of ridicule, and insist on religion being
discussed with a *“ fitting sense of reverence.” For
ridicule is the deadliest, because the only effective,
weapon one can bring against a venerable imposture.
There is a stage in the history of every belief and
of every institution when common sense is powerless
against it, and then the only remedy is to laugh it out
of existence. It was the laughter of Lucian that helped
to shake down the tottering pagan worship, as the
laughter of Cervantes cleared off the decrepit chivalry
of his day, and as the ridicule of Voltaire covered the
Church with infamy in the last century. | know it is
the fashion nowadays, by timid writers who hasten to
avert unpleasant consequences from their own heresy
by reprobating that of more robust thinkers, to say that
Voltaire’s method is no longer applicable, the day for
ridiculing Christianity has passed. Yet, in my opinion,
it is as true to-day as ever that “ men will not cease to
be persecutors until they have ceased to be absurd,” and
they never cease to be ridiculous until they themselves
have grown strong enough to laugh at the absurdities
that erewhile enchained them. That religion to-day has
become a subject for ridicule is only the price it pays
for its former greatness. When a monarch is dethroned
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his pedestal becomes a pillory, and the greatness of
former estate is the exact measure of his present deg 1
dation. 10
Moreover, the question might well suggest itse
Freethinkers : “ Are we likely to convince the Chris >~
world of the absurd and untruthful nature of man)
its beliefs by approaching their consideration wit
ait of wolemin PRBfUMETEY, or ppofestatiows bF ExL
veneration ?” Are we not likely in many cases, an
such methods, to rather impress Christians
transcendent value and importance of their
To my mind, it admits of little question tha
spectacle of Mr. Gladstone and Professor riu ~
discussing the miracle of the Gadarene swine
portentous gravity does as much good to Christ!
as harm. The important point in such a discuss
namely, the fitness of the subject for grave control
at the hands of a political leader and a great scie
authority at the close of the nineteenth century—"l§C°t£
ceded. The believer looks on satisfied, whate
the issue.  You are showing him that his belie
absurdity of which was gradually dawning on his ~
are of a serious and important character, deservi. & 5
most solemn and respectful treatment, and 1°‘' na
enough. He does not mind being thought wrol)a |e
matter of such a grave nature ; it is being ridicu ;
dreads ; hence his protests against satire or sar
and it seems to me tolerably certain that, . sSO 4
P ; face ”.
as we agree to treat religion with a long © >
ridiculous protestations of respect, we are EIGW@eI]e(}
best to excite feelings of attachment towards
that we are desirous people should despise. .| ewef
It is absurd to expect that religious people w &
regard their beliefs in their true character so sof
our own writings or speeches are full of express gdJjj
reverence towards the beliefs we are attacking'-

expressions are entirely out of place. Revere 7y,
be defined as a compound feeling made up te
wonder, and respect; and of these three qua’ tre

first is absolutely inimical to accurate reason eV |
second is disturbing, and the third should foll° , rol
nation, nof precette . A mind dominated by 1 of
reason neither coherently nor logically, and itlS by its
the principal objections to Christianity thab”
threatened penalties of an after life, backed up

persecution, it has partly paralysed the mind s ab
and thus prevented people forming correct olinte.
concerning its teachings ~ Even wonder must b(fbiﬁipféll
as a disturbing element in the formation ofsoun™ 5’

and clearly, until we have examined, we ca jYy 3
whether the subject under examination is v
respect or not. Thus respect or reverence f°r / cte”
as a belief, is altogether out of place, and mu valueO
an initial bias that can only serve to vitiate tn

conclusions afterwards reached. cjied
W hy should a question of religion be app101 tba*
greater respect than other questions ? _
involves greater issues is a simple begging 0. . aal*
tion. So far as we can see, the manner in 1 j,rch
votes is of far greater consequence than the  gO”-
attends ; while correct ideas as to the function
ments are of infinitely greaterimportance than Oorilt
cerning the constitution of heaven. The fact
sincerely holds a belief to be true in no sense
to our respect. cheriX$
it is a comman thing to dind wworthy men
unworthy beliefs, and intelligent men entertai
ones. All that can reasonably be demande joret
long as we are convinced that beliefs are he {ed"

and sincerely, those holding them shall be ,” et "'t
consideration and respect. This no Fre® /jticl~jl

deny. What we challenge is the absurd a sPtf
the religious opinions of people are entitled

measure of respect, or should be treated I1ti]fe
their opinions on social subjects or the stru m <t

social system. | do not deny the right of ~

hold and promulgate any belief, no matter T

I would e\r;en assgrt it ; )t/)ut | do deny his rlgrlo'\!)’it);1

that | shall treat his opinions with the same »

he does himself. ( rthe ,e'a
I am not arguing that there is no place A

discussion of religious beliefs, or that w® ndly ~fOpf

meet the religious man in a serious and *fIC itsPJV

All that | aim at showing is that ridicule eaer$h3

and legitimate place in all controversy m g
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thef'°s COntroversy in particular.  And | am convinced

*0n8 as we discuss religious questions on bended
retiorenf ' v' bated breath, we not only divest our exami-
truthf j a 'arge part of its value, but tacitly concede the
irg_ , ness and usefulness of the system we are attack-
met p, *Ws s*udy religions in their origin and develop-

o%nifi eir ~ace In the history of civilisation, and their
Lsstllbb A6 1 dle development of the human mind— let
themy in these directions, seriously if you will.
or ridicule would be out of place here. But

eJ"n.V\b find these belated survivals of savage times
to.T y offered as meat and drink for the matured life of
1 ay, then ridicule is the most potent weapon that can
Pon “ to awaken people to the absurd nature of the
P°sal and the impossibility of its realisation.
F C. Cohen.

Begone, Dull Priest.

j"(-’ if not always dull. Once he sat on
holding the bolts, and the royal eagle
Once he spoke words of fire and con-
-«cas leople heaved like the sea, and waves
c’rgreg-ap and Pear and aspiration passed over the great
°f an 'Olls- Once a priest put his foot on the neck
Priest of ,Peror ! and the act was appropriate, for the
"h° Ja[j LIt age was a masterful and mettlesome man,
Opacity fd Poud sense of his divine mission, and a
uwrd sni°v w'e”ding the sword temporal as well as the
{6 5Pdke |WN,  Then the priestwas monareh Bf souls.
nech0|n~hnd seven thunders uttered their chorus
liut t@l ‘e’
OM.and ~ ttle Prlest is dull. He has no spirit of his
In pulCdnnot rouse that of his hearers. He stands
Gd°dess PIt' dOthed in white, and his teaching is as
L°°dea tn!l.his . surplice. He is bewitched in his

L s Chr'Vter'c New Testament it is said of
aiouo™ : " ~ee™nli the multitudes, he went up into
nme unto'lp ' and when he had sat down, his disciples

am, sayi Jni’ and he opened his mcftith, and taught
c°ncerned ~essed are the poor,” etc. | am not
\%ak the p' 1 Hle Preblem whether Jesus did or did not
°Unt. y 'S'll Blessings or utter the Sermon on the
6 disco,, Cry Prebably he did not deliver anything like
Point. Turse given in the Gospels. That is not the
conce".point is that the early Christians had a
s *Nithn,f '°n op a prophet who could confront the
pnted thc , ?arnest, live, telling message which repre-
del.t>-day es™ truth to himself and his listeners.
8 stiyam] ..e Prlest is worse than dumb. Unkind
a jday afte 6 necessity of earning a living send him,
redence O™ Sunday, up the pulpit steps to face an
xriPt. ﬁdﬂhm and women who await a divine
AOth' nd he opens his mouth, and teaches them—
bebbles «

pc-,

not e>> Hell

ﬁ]é repeats texts ; he recites snatches of
n°phy > be talks of the Infinite, of
lettcCven fu’ °ath, and Life. But it is mere sound—
He The p'T'slEnifying nothing. It is all a dead
fii ~cuof/r 'adles out pure vacuum to the people,
Jde r* 160 ;s whdo he~dees it ; 80 do they— Ad the
th  n~beycia" ° trieil laugh and weep ; at the political

S the n?,.and obeer ; at the Freethou ht hall
Mtheaf" tlle argument with akinta:;ranr t@%r@laﬂés
theP W USSIOn- at church avast Yawn . the

n v _and Its inhabitants. Ih P® , ¢id yellow
gﬁts(,a(\ngl the choir yawns ; the ¢ y

\Agrg{vertller%mdows yawn.

or how the Normans tried to ferret Here-

Ifﬁ{ giee Out of the Fens ; and how, oryHie Spatset
al c 6Id'ﬁé§3\6?mps they set up a tow«- >

% AWlrBrandon- W0 MUtiared) ioeatikatlons

be ¢ 1d the aen H ‘w the Englishmen set fire to the

Qmefggylans IKACS,SWePt_alomg the causeway, driving

?dal 3 ,In her , 110 mud, and consuming the old

Ing pne?“l’) wisheg ?'Ver’ Sometimes | have felt homi-

h byp®ts. c°uld th le.°rth°dox Churchh anddlt?] chant-

with, and the reign

4] S . n|ﬂ§jr?d’5bpd7n@arepg|nt of such wicked
B&WAtlans Ot itate the Christian Inquisition,

dIOvs ildes>the ci' burned Christians at Smithfield.

n Private 'j’'an priests are usually very good

t know no better-hearted men. But
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they are insufferably dull. Their sermons are drier than
the Sahara, and more melancholy than the Ancient
Mariners’ sea. Their fate is worse than that of Pro-
metheus. There was a wondrous passion and brutal
majesty in the poor Fire-thiefs struggles. He lay
chained on the rock, and chafed and groaned volcani-
cally while the vultures gnawed his liver. But the curate,
the vicar, the rector, the archdeacon, the dean, the bishop,
the archbishop, alas 1 they chatter bewitched in their
ornamental towers, and utter slumbrous negations.
God, they say ; and not a brain responds. Life, they
say ; and not a soul thrills. Love, they say ; and not
an eye brightens. Hope, they say ; and not a bosom
expands. Hell, they say; and not a hair stands on
end. | am ready to weep over the poor priest’s lot,
but when 1 look at him his inanity dries my tears in
their founts ; | feel too vacuous to shed one dewy drop.
I try to smile, but the priest’s stony gaze, as he reads
his meaningless legends, paralyzes my risible muscles,
and the smile freezes inits birth. Yet, when he descends
from the pulpit the priest is perfectly human. He chats
eagerly on politics, debates on art and science and
archaeology, and takes a first-class interest in tithes
and preferments. The man is good company; the
priest is terrifically, completely, infinitely, and hope-
lessly dull.

Like Diogenes, I am inclined to order this priest to
stand out of my sunlight. | have eyes to see the uni-
verse, without needing the professional guidance of the
priest. Have you ever been in an old castle or abbey,
and been bored by the monotonous jabber of the
“guide”? The wretched man tells you a thousand
things about the historic spot, and yet he has never
seen it! No, never seen it. He has walked about it,
and through it, and learned to patter long sentences of
its history ; and yet he has never felt its beauty, never
seen its significance in the life of the nation. And so
the priest intones his explanation of the world which
(as a priest) he does not understand. Let him step
aside. | will see God for myself; or, if there is but an
unworthy, anthropomorphic image on the throne, | will
look at that also for myself, and criticise it, and deny its
validity, and ask for a more dignified God ; and if none
appears, | shall know that the hour is not yet come, and
that either God never was at all, or my understanding
cannot seize the conception of deity. In either case, |
will judge for myself. Nor do | want the priest to ex-
pound my psychology for me. He will tell me my
faculties are the sport of a Holy Ghost or a Devil. This
makes nothing clear to me. I cannot comprehend
myself on such a theory of the human mind. 1 would
rather observe the facts of the intellectual life for myself.
Nor will I invoke the priest to teach me history. He
will find “ God in History”; but | find human effort,
human achievement, human passion, human morality,
human failure, human progress, human ideals.

And in the hour of death ?

Not then, above all, shall | want the priest.

The other day an old man of seventy-six sent for me.
He was dying ; and he was anxious that no priest should
mutter false doctrine over his head, or fret him with
artificial appeals to “ believe.” | talked with him of
his past life, his struggles, his sacrifices. He begged
me to speak at his funeral, and | said | would speak as
a son might speak of his father. Thc dying Freethinker
thanked me, and smiled. | could work no miracles for
him ; 1 could offer him no paradise ; | could only give
him my humble sympathy. It was enough.

F. J. Gould.

Back Again.

After nearly four months’ absence from England, I
returned from New York on Thursday, the 13th inst.
When | started from Liverpool in December last, |
anticipated a long and active tour throughout the
United States and Canada ; but a combination of
circumstances prevented me from carrying out my in-
tentions. The number of Freethinkers on the American
continent is great, and they are constantly increasing.
There is, however, a most deplorable lack of Secular
organisation. Still, but for other causes, this apathy
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would not have prevented me from having sufficient
engagements to have' occupied my time up to May.
Thanks to .the kindness of Mr. E. M. Macdonald, the
editor of the Truthseeker, who communicated by
personal letter with over a thousand subscribers to
his paper, 1 received applications for two hundred
lectures, besides invitations to join in several debates.
Mr. Macdonald proved, as he has always done, one of
my best American friends. He and his brother George
are the principal directors of the Freethought movement
in America, and it is to be hoped that their united efforts
in the cause of mental freedom will meet with deserved
success.

My visit to America was marred by the unfortunate
incident of my severe illness, to which | have already re-
ferred in my letters from the States. It was decided
by all my medical advisers that | must give up all
idea of lecturing, and return home as soon as my
strength would permit. | thus had to cancel engage-
ments which represented close upon a thousand dollars
(,£200). Dr. E. B. Foote, of New York, hearing of my
sickness, sent for me to come to his charming house at
Larchmont, and prevailed upon me to stay with him
until he should fit me for my voyage home. For over
two weeks | enjoyed his hospitality, and in that time he
made “ another man ” of me. He left nothing undone
either day or night to enable me to be restored to my
normal condition. | shall never fail to appreciate his
kindness. And | must also record my gratitude and
admiration for the persistent services of Miss Cresswell,
the doctor’s experienced nurse. To her | am indebted
largely for the improvement I made under the Doctor’s
guidance. Her patience and gentle care were only
equalled by her ability in the sick room.

My voyage home was a pleasant one, calm weather
and sunshine enhancing the enjoyment of the trip. It
was an agreeable contrast to the rough and tempestuous
journey out.

It may not be generally known on this side of the
Atlantic that saloon passengers of all nationalities, on
sailing from New York, have to pay a war tax towards
liquidating the debt incurred in the recent conflict with
Spain. | was charged three dollars (twelve shillings) in
addition to my regular passage-money. Personally, |
hardly think it is dignified upon the part of America to
compel Englishmen, for instance, to pay towards the
cost of a war for which they were in no way responsible.

Well, I am back again, and, although still too weak
to engage in active work, | hope in a few months to
resume my platform propaganda.

Charles W atts.

No Inspiration AboutS_tlrlﬂs, but it is Nearly as
illy.

“ 1 wWAs bathing in that pleasant sea near Marseilles one
summer’s afternoon, when | discovered a very large fish,
with his jaws quite extended, approaching me with the
greatest velocity ; there was no time to be lost, nor could
1 possibly avoid him. | immediately reduced myself to as
small a size as possible, by closing my feet and placing my
hands also near my sides, in which position | passed directly
between his jaws, and into his stomach, where | remained
some time in total darkness, and comfortably warm. The
fish was discovered by the people on board an Italian trader,
then sailing by, who harpooned him in a few minutes. As
soon as he was brought on board | heard the crew consulting
how they should cut him up, so as to preserve the greatest
guantity of oil. As | understood Italian, I was In most
dreadful apprehensions lest their weapons employed in this
business should destroy me also ; therefore, | stood as near
the centre as possible. They began by opening the belly.
As soon as | perceived a glimmering of light, | called out
lustily to be released from a situation in which | was now
almost suffocated. It is impossible for me to do justice to
the degree and kind of astonishment which sat upon every
countenance at hearing a human voice issue from a fish, but
more so at seeing a naked man walk upright out of his
body.”— The Travels and Surprising Adventures of Baron
Munchausen.

“ 1 will teach the people to reason aright,” said Logic. “ 1

will instruct them in their social duties,” said Ethics. * 1will
explain the meaning of existing things,” said Science. *“ Yes,
yes.» cried Religion. “ But where do | come in?” “That is

what we want to know,” said the others.—Exchange.
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Acid Drops.

Mr. W. T. Stead has made

“ The soul of Kipling,” he says, MethbIRIG theBhs”

We hope the object®of this eulogy won't_read it for SI'®
time. He is still in a weal anj reJaps are al
dangerous.

Rev. Hugh Price Hughes has a characteristic fling 7
Pinero’s play in the Methodist Times. “ No impartial cn”j
he says, “ could read the accounts of that play which apP”g
in Monday s newspapers without feeling that the whole
was utterly saturated with the vilest immoralig. . Iitae
dark days of the post-Restoration drama the English ™
has never sunk to such a degraded level as to-day- S
the reverend gentleman’s quiet assumption that he hwlS g
the type of the impartial critic. Note also his gross b”e
ranee of the history of the English drama. There
comedies written in the Elizabethan age quite as bl a
any that were written during the reign of Charles Il=>"cGd.
license of language that it was absolutely impossible to

Mr. Hughes alludes to two plays drawing crowded alUt™afin
in London which a disgrace and a reproach toa g
that professes Christianity.” We can
identity of these two plays.” Is one of them The
York?

You can put anything you like into a play as tong a?ry"mu
consecrate it to the glbrious cause ofChristighity, eve" jieafd

leave out wit, truth, and common. sense. We 'lion of #.
that Mr. Hughes had said anything in reprobatioi |[irdit

Sign of the Cross. Yet it contains one scene of do"

drunkenness and harlotry, and one scene of attempt vt
When a man seizes a woman upon the stage with I ¢\
the worst form of criminal assault, it is about tinl® ,, in

'Hold, enough I’ But the clericals saw nothing  rilbh
that episode. Of course the rape wasn’'t.c*nr Z
but the attempt was sufficiently suggestive to tl Wir-

things of seventeen, about whose virtue and nC'iviton3
Price Hughes and the Bishop of Wakefield are so so 1 i

The Bishop of Wakefield, who so savagely den*j,1§e? ~
Pinero’s play, has of course not seen it. Why shoul p.jpot

clergyman’s opinions are not usually founded on facts.  cienf
Father Dooley, down at West Ham the other day, obs<
tiously denounce the Freethinker as a vile, immoral, jus

publication, although he had never seen a copy
life.

Lying for the glory of gawd is still cultivated as af o)
The Bishop of Wakefield, whose scathing rem an*div
Pinero’s play, The Gay l.ord Quex, caused univefS er
ment, afterwards admitted to a Daily Mad 1l ~serd)
that he purposely exaggerated in order to produce te
tion. Christian Union cannot be so very far ofEh;’\ﬂig'[uD
Rev. Hugh Price Hughes and the Right Rev.
of Wakefield can thus occupy common ground.

----- the a«t;

The Bishop of Carlisle contributes his quota to™
Sunday-newspaper chorus. Naturally he hates uCa/C s®
ing secularisation ” of the blessed Sabbath. * in .
Paddington station,” he says, “on a Sunday n,or\efill _
summer, when people are going down to” the r!'js asijJ,,
flannels, and | have no hesitation in saying that a ,, allgels>
to make angels weep.” Substitute “ parsons ” t°r

and the Bisho;i is about rijrht. ftre

«The Daily News is makin(?a | the capital itcall
plous objectivrs 10 the Sumday Tsste of tHe H&HY ~ygfill

and Daily Mail. It prints long reports o tes ..gej .,
and resolutions. Md@m it §ties A ggafwé prlid-
Home Reading,” chiefly intended for “ the.rehgl® jtso%
We guess, however, that if the Sunday edition.p<b wail a

temporaries—and time will show—the Daily Fe
lag behind in the competition for the nimble penn)-

i

The Ruthin Rural District Council’s brains g;\)% 'al.r
a%itated b¥1 the question of Sunday cycling Pgﬂ_lk{t?
sidered to have “a demoralising effect on =1ic
We suppose this means that it keeps them a/?Jgr,illf
gospel-shops.  But of course that is a serious W*
Council want it remedied. They propose that PL , pre) J
shall only have a six days’ license. This ""°4 yas
cyclists from obtaining any refreshment on Sufa-gcxpedy
fide travellers, and, as they must eat and drink, « ;sth®? s
that they would stay at home; and as the gospel-s»of W, v
place of recreation open when the public-house 3
further expected that they would turn into the L
if only to avoid monotony and suicide. .

One Councillor, Mr. Powell Jones, protested m nglltﬁf
shop assistants and clerks, who ought to have a * jisp Qi
country on Sunday, which was the only day at A]Ufc']e
Even ministers of the Gospel cycled to their
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Qi'day, and why shouldn’t other people ride the iron horse
J5well as the men of God ?  Yes, why ? We should like to
earthat question answered.

5 t]\O lose our Sabbath, we shall lose our religion.” So
Cuch® \ V Fee Dunham, of Green-lanes Wesleyan

hut the ‘le s about right.. It is not the power of God,
doing strategy of ecclesiasticism, that keeps Christianity

Town Council has decided that “kids” mustn’t
FerHI] T Q Sunday. Shops that are let hereafter on
Dy, p'™™M n°t be allowed to supply juveniles on the Lord’s
anuirfid'p, i°r Sykes says it is preposterous, but he is only

Initie A
"menoniClBs™P  Canterbury' has been holding forth to
°MMhich " W Lambeth Parish Church on “ Unselfishness,”
°rly take'-1*/'0'lc *s presumably a striking illustration, as he
Wile hunV/S.cx» a year to preach “ Blessed be ye poor,”
[btolive i ° s °f tire lower clergy are said to have a hard
/baads’ ecently-  hlisuease had a good deal to say about
Wfgs ri... treatment of their wives. Of course it was the
bt the™n,” obfy, as there had to be a boss in every house ;
*Sadn as Duna to ao everytnmg to mase 11
‘rgvigw nfGfSant ” f°r her to knuckle under. What a charm-
fchaghOn aou*eh®ld bliss 1 We should like to know if the
"Hsit Pcarnes out the Pauline theory at home, and if he
“Pinion Wruccess- e sbould also like to have his wife's
°lrer w  the matter. Perhaps she is like a good many
shes>anT n who smile at the airs their lords give tliem-
$teofo manage to get their own way in most things, in
tlle rooster’s strutting.

r?lby annd ~ve were>indeed, driven out of their garden,
’\‘arieﬁ'LI}/, angc' with a flaming sword, but by a certain
24 Jarwin with a steel pen.

candcliyaS tremendous advantage over other preachers.
a&?eaudien6r.  same sermon over and over again to the
«rtionan, ?° rand, as it is impossible to turn the leaves of
e yas fast as he can talk, no one knows the differ-

on th uhn thgr Qutlook

o T
}#%Tj?%% f%) Ows Qn the con uTOf"he n@ﬁﬂ%rer? 0(5)1S tﬂre]

ct .
a,tencan ~de: “Those mild, «g?ormus ¢ ren

rewat = provcd very demons on the balltle™.j blood." They
dimtW,r heréditary lust of combat and. bAPOf &

V.ewi,
0 books[

dE mi"gle with the instinctoLv  >ladvallCed. They
Praeil t | They shouted hymns as tn y d nrotcc-
C t “heaven, when halted, not for sticcour and 1
' tfor further battle and bloodshed.
1H
BiDad' bhdkrd, in a letter to the
W | f hurch clergy are dishonest, a Particularly they
d _ of the Christian religionat »« . ‘n- Mr. Hallard
Writelbelieve in the Immaculate C°ncepb®u . “ it was my
fate (of S foll°ws about the famous Dr- ].  Of j Owett’s head-
shindy l«ck?) to be at Balliol mth”~an undergraduate to
PerceNd't did not take long even :nthese‘fomida
tions.’ Jowett certainly did not be that he did not
believe ;here can be no doubt, for exa p. ' Conception and
flit  nthe doctrines of the Imniaci - naturall){ he
didnotation. In fact, had he dared (w~c » N ate

i ey
ard

not'belicve in the

iricnu
agh'™ prst into the Professor’s study- and asked
egErdtik’

| “hertsow Sjinith dedined back m his cliair
haX8* »

* “No, certainly 1 do not.
bavg ijdL claime( S Si?nT in London cannot be so complete as
QlCarrie,i , ~one of the Christian Evidence Lecturers
. Mae d away-
fiehh 'Samp,
iUGon °Vera nli a 'Y'th the broomstick. The children are
° bless?ilrka gin f  °t pie. Over the piano there is a beauti-
lur home atce’  The beautiful motto asks the deity
t,Mr. . bo like the Old Boy !
(/N frum Tl
,, upland as pas..heen selected by the Gas Workers’
ect nré hope the ,ar iamentary candidate for South-west
u:' religion« *°cal Freethinkers will press him on the
Colrc L SVers- S equality, gnd not rest i~ihie for the
unde-1soera oMihe IRYEIEHREBIE BC Ham Town
"1la respect to the Freethinker quest
ans.

E’ﬂ ansg 'L CJUte satisfied with the present state of
«4n1 tliouJT-"akimr ;'rc°-religionistS on that island are, com-
Ti, desm; }d Mob.,1clovcr, and what does it matter that
dYbisl) ;‘re “Bee' llinicdans are reduced to destitution
for™L«@ or In'al pubi;c?e jve arc Moslems,” says a writer in a
dat ProtcctiOn .led weekly at Candia, ™ men without
as°n the r!?n0Oran.t and neglected, and deserving
°nipassion of the world, nobody cares

It is a mere
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what happens to us.” A cry from the depths like this shows
the hollowness of Christian benevolence. It is not true
charity, but religious partisanship.

Happy marriages are not made in heaven, but heaven is
made in happy marriages.

A few decades ago the first missionary was eaten on the
Fiji Islands. To-day, it is alleged, some hundreds of young
Fijians attend Pleasant Sunday Afternoons. All the waste
places of the world could be christianised in the same way,
but the trouble is to make a beginning. The sky-pilots of
our day are unwilling to start the ball rolling) or rather the
pot boiling.

Men and women who make no hypocritical pretensions to
being good on one day out of every seven are called sinners.

The costume for the Mephistopheles in opera is never com-
plete without a cloak.

Here is an edifying advertisement, culled from a paper there,
is no need to mention : “ C. M. S.—Clergyman’s Son, 14, needs
a Refined Holiday Home from 14th to 30th inst. ; bright
Christian lad in good health ; small payment if desired.—
Pray write to-day,” etc. What cool assurance in the assump-
tion that well-to-do people will give a clergyman’s boy a free
holiday in their own home for the sake of his sublime com-
pany ?

Sir Francis Jeune lias granted Mrs. Millicent Mary Samson
a decree nisi with costs against her husband, and given her
the custody of the children. According to the evidence,
which was not contradicted, the Rev. Gavin Hamilton Samson
is a bad lot. Perhaps he has tried to model himself too faith-
fully' upon Old Testament characters.

A London man of God, the Rev. Mr. Arnold, vicar of St.
Matthew’s, Oakley-square, N.W., took a copy of the Sunday
Daily Mail up in the pulpit with him and burnt it in the
sight of his congregation. If all the men of God in the
metropolis will burn a copy of the Mail every Sunday-, it will
be good business for the proprietors.

Rev. James Faughnan, an Irish Roman Catholic priest,
was charged at the London Guildhall with being drunk
and disorderly in Old Broad-street. He gave two false
addresses to the police, but he was evidently known to tile
authorities of the Roman Catholic diocese of Westminster.

Rev. Edward Lefeuvre, rector of Grouville, Jersey, is
accused by his churchwardens and parishioners of gross
intemperance. They allege that he came to church on
Easter Sunday intoxicated, and during the celebration of
the Holy Communion drank all the wine. This was too
much Blood of Christ for one communicant, though it ought
to have sanctified him for the rest of his life.

Another man of God in trouble is the Rev. L. Elwyn Lewis,
rector of Tyfield, Ongar, Essex. Last year he figured in the
law courts as the sender of anonymous and offensive post-
cards, and a large number of his flock want to see his back
instead of his face. His own vestry protest against his con-
tinuance in office, and demand that measures shall be taken
for his removal. A guarantee fund is being freely subscribed
to expedite the process of his expulsion.

Salvationists now require medical certificates from us
before they desist from “ raising hell ” in front of our houses
where we are lying sick. This, at any rate, is what we
gather from the report of a case at Battersea. A Salvation
Army adjutant, being summoned for playing and singing
outside the Park Town Hotel after being requested to desist,
admitted that he had been told that the landlady was ill; but
when a medical certificate was produced in court his counsel
said : “ If this had been shown to us before, we should have
acted differently.”

Where does Mr. Barlow, a vestryman of Christ Church,
Accrington, expect to go when he dies? At a recent meet-
ing he remarked that something had been said about the
eastward position, but for his part lie did not care how the
parson stood—he might stand on his head if he liked.
Whereat there was “ loud laughter.”

The General Medical Council has had another go at Dr.
Allinson for_calling himself “ Dr.,” and he has been fined
~'5 with £5 5s- costs.  Of course Dr. Allinson is really as
much a “ Dr.” as any of his persecutors. They deprived
him of his degree for what they called * unprofessional
conduct,” but really for laughing at the great drug-mystery
and talking common sense to the public. It is perfectly
monstrous that the Medical Trade Linion should be allowed
to exercise such powers. All the public requires of them is a
certificate of the medical competence of gentlemen who aspire
to get a living by attending the sick. Everything beyond
medical competence is a matter for the public to judge about.
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Referring to the drink traffic in Africa, the Daily News
says it has exterminated whole tribes, the stuff supplied to
the blacks being of the strongest and most injurious kind.
“ Nothing can be more monstrous,” our contemporary adds,
“than that a Christian country should destroy the habits of
decency and sobriety which Mohammedanism fosters and

preserves.”

Mr. Albert B. Lloyd, of Leicester, who has travelled in
Central Africa, preached the other day in Trinity Church by
special permission of the Bishop of Peterborough. In the
course of his address he accused the Roman Catholic priests
in Uganda of organising drinking parties for the natives.
As a Protestant, he was pleased to find that the natives were
turning against the Roman Catholic religion on the ground
that it was too much like their own superstitions. Yes, but
the Roman Catholic religion is historic Christianity.

At one of the recent missionary meetings in London a
soul-saver amongst the heathen ridiculed a native belief
about a great spirit who runs off with the moon under his
arm. Well, of course it is funny, but there are quite as funny
things in the Bible. How about Joshua, who stopped the
sun and moon during a battle? We laugh at other people’s
superstitions, and pull a solemn face over our own.

Oliver Fletcher and John Cox have been sentenced at the
Central Criminal Court to seven years’ penal servitude and
nine months’ hard labor respectively for infamous blackmail-
ing. The first of these two worthies left the dock cursing his
prosecutor in the name of “ the Almighty.”

A fine old crusted story has just been imported from
Ireland. A deputation of Shannon fishermen waited on the
Director of the Arch-Confraternity at Limerick, and, having
stated that the fishing season had been extremely bad,
implored the priest to bless the river fishing, believing that
his blessing would bring them a rich harvest. Father Tuimy
and Father O’Flynn—the latter probably a relative of the
gentleman in the song—accordingly went out in a boat and
prayed for a more successful season. The result has been a
wonderful lot of good catches, the fish being not only
numerous, but large and of fine quality and flavor. Those
two fishy Fathers ought to shift round to England. Their
pious efforts would be of great assistance to many persons of
delicate appetite just now, when fried sole is beyond the
reach of all but millionaires.

Miss Jane Harrison, LL.D., lecturing at the Passmore
Edwards Settlement on “ Greek ldeas of Death,” said that
the Greeks had no sort of hope of a land where they would
meet to part no more. They realised the beauty and joy of
life, but in the face of death they saw only calm.

A testator left ,£1,500 to the University College of Wales
tor a scholarship on condition that the scholar should be
neither a Unitarian nor a Roman Catholic. The college,
being unsectarian, has had to decline the legacy, and the
,£1,500 falls into the residuary estate, which goes to a Con-
gregational Chapel at Aberystwith, so that Unitarians and
Roman Catholics won't profit by it after all. Unitarians, we
Eresumeh have too little Christianity, and Roman Catholics
00 much.

Now and then a clergyman tells the truth. The Rev. W.
Statham, vicar of Holy Trinity, Southampton, in a recent
sermon, said that “ He had come across any number of men
who believed that they believed the teaching of Christ, but he
had never yet found a man, clergyman or layman, who did
believe it.”  We have frequently made the same declaration,
and we are pleased to find it corroborated by a parson.

On the 19th ult. the Delaware, Lackawanna, and Western
Railway ran the first Sunday local passenger trains out of
New York since thirty years or longer, and it is understood
that this will continue permanently. This act is charged
against the new president of the road, Mr. W. H. Truesdale,
late general manager of the Chicago, Rock Island, and Pacific
Railway, who is being held responsible by the parsons for this
attempt to introduce Western customs into the East. It is
pointed out by them that a few years ago the company
provided a Bible for every passenger-car, and that they
recently abolished slot-machines at their stations. The
transition from Bibles to Sunday trains is considered to
savor too much of backsliding even for a railroad company.
We suspect, however, that the Company can square the
matter by granting their clerical censors free transportation
oHn blodth Sundays and other days in the week.—Railway

erald.

Mr. Longworth, a member of the Horwich District Council,
has his own views of the Lord’s omniscience. Speaking on
the question of a new reservoir, he said that “ Neither Mr.
Tong nor Cod Almighty could tell whether that land was
?u'itlaﬁlel for a reservoir without testing it by putting down
rial holes.”
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An order has been issued at Bournemouth con<R f
Bateman Perkins Wright, aged sixty-three, to.W rCorjer
Gaol for one month, for non-payment” of an affiliation
obtained against him some weeks ago by his ex's “en
Mary Jane Astley. This Abrahamic gentleman ha ,
deacon of a church dt Stafford, presitferft of the *te
Y.M.C.A., and always prominent in movements
moral welfare of young people. He overlooked the
the Sarah and Hagar days are over and done with.

a
A Salvation Army “ trophy” appeared the other \up
Lambeth Police-court in the form of George Blackbuif’fidil
was charged with stealing a barrowload of s'vf£t,(Qy
James Lees. The “ trophy” got three months’ hard

Rev. Hugh Price Hughes says that when he Prealbr\L/té'SﬁE
hell he usuall¥ chooses hymns on heaven “ to Presnultle
balance of truth.” No doubt he really means “ to dr

smell of sulphur.”

A pauper woman in Paris has been savivieted ef I'a'a"|jnieS
child baptized fourteem tisnes as> a. lve, (i0
as a Protestant. Shewgot five francs and a new gj,,lutid
time. But if this is a crime, many converts who are

by our missionaries ought to be in gaol.
(0]

The question of a memorial to Robert Owen came “JV
the Newtown Urban Council. The chairman spoke
oi Robert Owen’s character and public services, and
Messrs. Cooke and Powell ; but Mr. David Owen nw ,,
rabid speech to the contrary. He said that Roberta”™ |g
labored for the bodies of men ; he did nothing for their
nothing tor Jesus Christ, and his memory should peris j
his corpse in the churchyard. Fortunately this big°L
alone. All the rest of the Council voted in favor of the
Owen memorial.

Mrs. K. E. Oates was married at Stirling on Good
Soon afterwards her husband, who was of a very r ,jioiiS
temperament, showed signs of suffering from strong reus™
mania. He thought God’s wrath was upon him , ek
mg, and finally cut his throat with a carving-knife at  jgs
The poor fellow's married life only lasted eight da)
widow must have had enough religion for one lifetime-

Mr. Tom Mann has played many parts in his ti ne'."c}ﬁ
remember hearing reports of him when he firstJ,'ajlaOb.'
the Tyneside, preaching Socialism and sneeringat b ' anj >
By-and-bye he came to the front in the Labor wor ~jgist
due course he was patted on the back by the ind
parsons. Then the rumor was floated that he was ” Itertil't
take holy orders, and it appears that he really & pfaj
the idea, but he thought better of it, and saved *1” jerst® a
sinking into a white-choker. All the time, weu . {({m

he had not a shred of belief in Christianity or any ? tru
of religion. Now we see in the Star that he is
a public-house—the Enterprise at the corner ot D1.

and Endell-street. Mr. George Shipton, anot
leader, and a far abler man than most of his Su jjeCanieA
that line, ended up in the same way. He also N\ .
publican. It isn’'t a very ideal occupation, ,u'jnty
generally a living in it, which is not always a cert
you serve His Majesty the People. -
towar. 5
How amusing is the ordinary newspaper attitu
Freethought. Any leading Freethinker who is r° \e
front of the war against Christianity may expect dd
matically ignored. He is simply treated as » a(
exist. Mum’s on all occasions. But, A& I
dead, or very old and out of the fighting, they”can™
recognise his existence. They will even Pay

ments when he is no longer dangerous. pu*
The London Echo the other everiiii§ contain®d
of Mr. Bramwell Booth and his new social sche ¢jlterf.jtf

simply a copy of Lord Rowton’s quiet, successm gRgd wp

This was immediately followed by several co e (@
aragraphs on Mr. George Jacob Holyoal

FF)Qev.gDP. Guinness Rogelgs the precediyng f%fte_”jf n_Xf

smoke-room of a West-enc. club. - Had Mr- {21y " 0Ul

leading Freethinker there—or elsewhere 1

have been a line about it; but he always gets

when he meets a leading Christian.

«
id
In the theological stage, when the Bible I>d  dc/MjviNegs

revelation of God’s will, the pious man, when m’s”jurje
whether he is acting rightly O(Wror]g(ljv, da*®/,vhidlcf \dl_F,)
by searching the Scripture until he finds a text c*cepr il

his action. “As such misgivings seldom arise j acl°® Llj}
the conscience revolts against the contenipla ,g~ O
appeal to Scripture to justify a point of condu

found in practice to be an attempt to excus

Bernard Shaw.
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

¢ nl 30, Bolton. *
®nmningham  Alh.enaeum Hall, London ; 21, N.S.S. Conference,

To Correspondents.

LES Watts's Lecturing Engagements.—All com-
2 Car-"-11" Air. Charles Watts should be sent to him at
Z~"mmia-road;'Balham7 SAV.” “If'Treply is required, a
, Pec*and addressed envelope must be enclosed,
have received for the Miss Emma Bradlaugh Fund
,,reaéaéézwl\'/l_rs. Neate, 5s.
Slﬁi ~u'l See “ Sugar Plums.”
bﬂlYawun.—See paragraph.
GL; Received. No, you don't intrude,
Wsi \pckenzie.—Thanks. M eur next.
Aggin unt- f T M- Foote will bot be lecturirng in thefprovinces
BranliUntl after the Birmingham Conference. He will bear.W
V7 n wvitation in mind and endeavor to pay you a visit.
Ap 'Q his memory again in a month or so . ,
letter-ERKIN— Thanks for your enclosures. Rev. A. bage s
Miss p nreP*y to you is really beneath notice.
Geor»MA Bradlaugh Fund.—Miss Vance acknowledges:—
ios.S| Anderson, £1 1 S. Hartmann, 10s.; Mrs. B. E. Marks,
W, hV Mark* 10s.; Mr. Andrews, 10s.; W. Cody, 5™
RichaMHarraP> Ss,i M. Christopher, 5s.; R. Griffiths, 2s., H.
DobsO7 °n’ 25- A Friend, is. 6d.; A. J. Hooper, is., T.
NSs T Is- S.B. S, ,s.
Mchol NEVolent Fund.—Miss Vance acknowledges :—Hr.
N.S.S V lliford>£i! Huddersfield Branch, 15s.
East | ReasuRer’s Scheme.— Miss Vance acknowledges .
N.S.s, r°ndon Branch, 5s.; Chatham Branch, 12s. 6d.

~L ", General und.—Miss Vance acknowle g
I,”, donBrang =

Om iges.—Thanks for the enclosures, but John Kensits
o ss is not worthy of much notice.
-- — Life is not long enough for a P ~ ~ ck b°
il W ttentiol’ to his traducers. We ha b bUshed
ler*  As tpassaBe from one df Swift's newly-published
thether rerned>'l;7 Bcurrilityes published against me, | have
1hin iyrs will 1 N ii Tu Nucti Ui iNnuii, cuiu
in R1° me a1 -r disappointed; at least it will be the same
theNlne that R ' / lley had never been writ. For | will not
alwMalice of fn, r'end | esteem can value me the less upon
< cL b?aato s and knaves, against whose] republic |1 have
tio, can be ,.,.,?penwar. Every man is safe from evil tongues,
, 7 as thev/ nte,lt to be eh«Fiirp anH mpn mnef tol/A Hietinr*.
RiTeu.,Cy do land, cum onere.”

gecuiaAQr don't undedstand what you are writing
, crime egucation in Victoria has not caused an in-

., “‘gam anri — allegations to that effect have been
t7 1IDron — ag:ain’ and rehited officially.

~all appear i”up letter is too late for insertion this week,
m our next.

James

iicvu uc.ii

& |RublZ A PER—P,
“&é&ﬁ&%ﬁt@rr? aCCépt our warmest thanks for your

.S,.*8*— Ti. ‘Itters in the local press must be doing good.
C O?7J .tans f°r the hint.

q, .
Y Socrely SRS asPhy |

1 "Mghes y>to droti

insert a notice of your
say it fias=~of the
~ould you not ask Mr. Robertson, the
AlKs y i us a hue? Meanwhile you have our good
N < > - Neve .
Kreethoi, ;JSsIstan,. r nlind the Christian brother. No doubt
PerfirbA BUL part?!. weUcoomee ffopin aa bleetéer quaatéer. Thee
n ased tUck anamM  Pr°bably see, as you say, that a lady

to i “ear nf 7 anc” reputation _shall not suffer distress,

s~ wal® BT "™ 116 edSE i it Park ré is 1o
. rJ7q ‘BoTotice. *

o RECE}NOY%%fg’r\Freet ou\g/Yﬁ. are only too glad to help

SVa Ti,a D— London Morning— Progressive Thinker—Isle

A rouici-e'v. YorfANAP~on Times—Ethical World— Flaming

ufeUrNSydnev B Srulnseeker— Liberator— Star— Horwich

gl G| ge)j%?}ﬂi tiedi=PdYplle's Newspaper—Der Arme

tri'Qught7 T°utbend o f Society—El Libre Pensamiento—
il i!,, . 0o \V,.,.rbservcr—Boston Investigator—Secular
v 7 \WPal Merellr,rs7 NMontRomery Express—Erecthought
Tu. y Mer.., ,ern bail,, n “rann’s Iconoclast— Public Opinion—
1 Nan ' -« * Gazette—Home Links—Freedom—Rail-
C < 0 secuar .
T, 1R ereall 1 , 5ociety’s office is at No. 377 Strand
Itb?sday, TcE mu t rs should be addressed to Miss Vance.
1€n& ¢ “r they win rtea?b Stonecutter-street by first post
feto p ‘beinSerted
> fu’\ber(]ﬂ]tbe sulseMinfce re8Tulations to announce on the

0B
2 - fop jter'strieet
Kc< i'Pr l'lterature

™ C Jpend

PassagPn! WsPaPers would enhance the favor by
b 8to which they wish us to call attention.

wrapper when their subscription is

1I'! Freethinker should be addressed to
Ondon>E.C.

sent to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stone-
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T he 'Freethinker will be forwarded direct from the publishing-
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid One year,
10s. 6d.; halfyear, 5s. 3d.; three months, 2s. 8d.

Scale of Advertisements :—Thirty words, is. 6d.; every suc-
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements :— One inch,
4s. 6d.; half column, £1 2s. 6d.; column, £2 5s. Special terms
for repetitions.

Sugar Plums.

Mr. Foote delivered three lectures to good audiences at
Manchester on Sunday. The annual collection taken during
the day for the N.S.S. Benevolent Fund realised about three
pounds. We are glad to hear that the Manchester Branch is
quite holding its own, although times are not exciting just
now. Steady work goes on, and finances are in a fairly
healthy condition. The Manchester Branch will of course be
represented at the Birmingham Conference, and we hope its
delegates will have the pleasure of meeting the representa-
tives of many other Branches from all parts of the country.

Mr. Foote is having a Sunday off to-day (April 23), which
he intends to spend in getting a little oxygen into his blood,
instead of swallowing carbonic acid gas at a public meeting.
Worms turn occasionally, and so does a Secular lecturer.

Mr. Charles Watts is home again from America. Un-
fortunately, the bad time he had over there has played
havoc with him physically. His attack of influenza was
extremely serious ; indeed, he was given up by the doctors ;
but a good constitution pulled him through. The after
effects have fallen chiefly upon his nerves, which are
thoroughly disordered. It will be impossible for him to do
any platform work for some time. He requires a good long
rest and careful nursing.

No doubt the reader will think this is a strange Sugar
Plum, being very much the reverse of sweet. We hasten
to add, therefore, that our old friend and colleague is im-
proving, and if he avoids the danger of a relapse he will
doubtless be able to resume his platform work by-and-bye
with fresh vigor. He has arranged to attend the Birming-
ham Conference, which will not involve any great strain upon
his strength.

Mr. Cohen occupies the Athenaeum Hall platform this
evening (April 23), his subject being “The Benefits of Un-
belief.”  No doubt he will have a good audience. Mr.
Chilperic Edwards occupied this platform last Sunday even-
ing, and delivered a very interesting and much appreciated
ecture.

Mr. Cohen lectured in Victoria Park on Sunday afternoon
to a large audience. His address, however, was abbreviated
by the rain. Still, a good collection was taken for the N.S.S.
General Fund. Mr. Cohen lectures there again this afternoon
(April 23), at 3.15, and the collection will be on behalf of tho
Miss Emma Bradlaugh Fund.

Mr. A. B. Moss delivered three lectures on Sunday at
Bolton. His evening audience was a good one and very
enthusiastic. Mr. Moss has also been debating at Camber-
well with Mr. Quelch on Malthusianism and Socialism.
There was a large audience, and the debate was carried on
with the utmost good temper. The meeting was very
interested, and did not break up till nearly eleven o’clock.

Another Freethinker question, this time on the Watford
Public Library Committee. Mr. Alexander having senta copy
of this journal, with a letter requesting its acceptance by the
committee, a discussion arose upon the matter, in the course
of which one of the members read an extract to the effect
that “ Nothing on earth can exceed the humbug of the clerical
profession.” The chairman, however, said there were none
on the committee, so it didn’t apply there. Finally, a vote
was taken, and the Freethinker was accepted by six to four.
The six included two Labor members. The four consisted of
two Churchmen and two Baptists.

Delegates and visitors to the N.S.S. Conference on Whit
Sunday are requested to communicate as soon as possible
with Sir. J. Partridge, 65 Cato-street, Birmingham, stating
what notel accommodation they will require, or whether they
prefer private lodgings.

Newcastle friends are requested to note that, owing to Mr,
Joseph McCabe’s lectures in the Co-operative Hall, Whitehall-
road, Gateshead, on the 30th, the members’ monthly meeting

will be held a week earlier—to-day, the 23rd, at 1 Grainger-
street. A good attendance is desired at 3 p.m.
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Another meeting will be held to-day (April 23) at 102 Birch-
grove, Porth, for the purpose of organising a Branch of the
National Secular Society. All Freethinkers in the neighbor-
hood are requested to attend.

We have just received the following letter from Melbourne :
“ Dear Foote,— I have for years been wondering if | should
ever find an opportunity of paying a visit to England. | have
at length made up my mind to visit you in about a year from
date, if | can possibly raise the means and can get someone
to supply my place here. If general business should improve,
it would pay one of your younger men to visit Australia ; but
of this I can only speak doubtfully at present. | shall feel
obliged if you can find room for this in the Freethinker. With
best of good wishes to yourself, Mrs. Foote, and family, as
also to all our friends, yours truly, Jos. Symes.”

Miss Emma Bradlaugh writes to Miss E. M. Vance
thanking her and Mr. Foote for the effort that is being made
on her behalf. She is gone for a time to a country cottage
which has been offered her by an admirer of Charles Brad-
laugh. We hope there will be a full and free flow of sub-
scriptions during the next few weeks.

What an Infidel Did !

W alt W hitman, the great American poet, made his home for
four years in a small attic in Washington, where he lived on
the poorest fare, earning what he could as newspaper corre-
spondent, and spending every spare moment in the soldiers’
hospitals. See him enter the wards with cheerful face and
hands full of flowers, laying them on the beds as he passes
with a nod or a kind word. Every sad, wearied face brightens
as he passes. He sits for hours by the wounded, writing
letters for others, and receives farewell messages. Dying
men pass away in his arms, soothed and comforted by his
presence, when their need was sorest. Four years of this
incessant hospital work broke his health, and he had a stroke
of paralysis. This magnificent man had become a life-long
invalid In the service of his suffering fellows. Truly his life
was his most beautiful poem.

As Others Saw Him.

An Opponent's Opinion of our Great Leader.

“Tne life of Bradlaugh shows that character and power
are ten thousand times more to the people than mere opinion.
Here was one who, as Browning has it, was ‘ever a fighter’
—strenuous, eager, unsparing, often bitter and hard ; but he
had, as was said of Byron, ‘the imperishable excellence of
sincerity and strength.””—Daily Chronicle (Dec. 10, 189,1).

The Value of Prayer.

When the giants of social force are advancing from the
sombre shadow of the past, with the thunder and the hurri-
cane in their hands, our poor prayers are of no more avail
than the unbodied visions of a dream.—Right lion. John
Morley, M.P.

Heinrich Heine.

The spirit of the world
Beholding the absurdity of men—
Their vaunts, their feats—let a sardonic smile
For one short moment wander o’er his lips.
That smile was Heine !

— Matthew A mold, “Heine's Grave."

Obituary.

1 have to report the death of an old Freethinker, Samuel
Laycock, of Bright-street, Sianningley, near Leeds, who
departed this life very suddenly on Monday night, the 10th
inst., and was interred in the Baptist Burial Ground, Bramley,
on the 13th inst. He was 76 years of age, having been born
at Bradford in 1823. He leaves three grown-up daughters
to mourn his loss. The usual Burial Service was read over
him. He was a Radical in politics, a temperance reformer,
a member of a small Branch of the N.S.S. at Stanningley,
but not an active member. He was, and had been, a member
of the Leeds Industrial Co-operative Society nearly from the
beginning of that institution. He was for some time one of
its directors. He took an active part atone time in education
in this suburb of Leeds. We can fairly say he was a man
who strove for liberty, progress, and the good of humanity in
general. H. Smith.
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Edward Fitzgerald.

“That same gentle spirit from whose pen
Large streams of honey and sweet nectar "owfp cnscr.

Edward Fitzgerald, a great English poet, died®
1883 almost unknown. Only a few people had
heard his name. Indeed, the general public llild.
little chance of hearing it. He was so shy and re ~
that he took more pains to avoid fame than ot Itnjlich
to seek it. He wrote about remote subjects, " j
appealed only to cultured people. When his
Tennyson dedicated “ Tiresias ” to Fitzgeral ,
tribute seemed merely the outcome of friendship-
average reader discounted the praise of that
golden Eastern lay,

Than which | know no version done

In English more divinely well.
It is said that a man is known by his friends, j* "
be so, the world has small need of a formal introdlu ~
to Fitzgerald. He was a man of many and 10
friendships. At school he made acquaintance ™
Spedding, the editor of Bacon, and at Cambridge ~
Thackeray. The years that followed united 1 f)
Alfred Tennyson, Hnd his brother Frederick 1 eDt{eOe
Carlyle, Bernard Barton the Quaker poet, La"
the peiiiiier, atid bilieis.

Fitzgerald’s biographer, like the immortal km Shoh jit
has no story to tell. Edward Fitzgerald was .. &
Bredfield, near Woodbridge, in 1809, the same y ¢t
Tennyson and Darwin. He was educated at ' wa
Edmunds, and afterwards at Cambridge. tioun™
no profession after taking his degree. Till j~53> ~ed
he often shifted his quarters, he lived mainly ina  tjers
cottage at Boulge, near Woodbridge, near his 1yfloO&
residence, Boulge Hall. He was in lodgings m™ ™\
bridge from i860 to 1874, when he settled in at te
house of his own outside of the town, name > ¢
wish of a lady friend, Little Grange. And efraifle
Little Grange,” as he liked to sign himself, her ~ is
till he died, aged seventy-four, in June, 1883
buried in Boulge Churchyard, and a rose, *ran {43#®
from the tomb of old Omar Khayyam, has been v
over his grave. cfe of j

From this it will be seen that he lived the
recluse in Suffolk on the North Sea coast. tjoCete
Carlyle saw in it all only a “ peaceable, ate jjfe
ultra-modest man,” and an “ innocent, far nli ay,

Like Shelley, he had a great fondness for tlw a
a great affection for fishermen and sailors. "

viking, the hero-fisherman of Lowestoft» ¢ oer<?
know as “ Posh,” he numbered among hIS ™ undu

friends. The viking succumbed eventually j
devotion to Bacchus, but that did not trouble

for he was no harsh judge of human frailties. tin
enough, the man who gave us Omar’s RuD -
immortal rhapsody of wine, women, and s ori

very abstemious. He was a vegetarian, algjng
nearly killed his friend Tennyson by persual

0, to turn vegetarian for some six week

The little Fitzgerald wrote was all pu
mously, except Six Dramas of Calderon, in 1 gpparilG
curiously, the new popular edition of his 1UIC|O) of ~
poem, by a publisher’s error, has no me'l to *
name on the title-page. He wrote a rnefy artflide
edition of the poems of his friend, Bernard

1849. Two years later he printed his; g,
dialogue, Euphranor. Polonius app8aréd F(j
rendering of the Agamemnon was pufilishg A O (

amd four editions Of His immortal wversidti” aoFf¥,
Khayyam came out before his death, the 1 Sy-y,
ing in 1859, the year of Darwin’s Origll fif
apparently without gaining any immediate rLNjtiOl

Other works appeared in Mr. Aldis W right

his Literary Remains (1889). shl ,\I(J)f'\
We have spoken of Fitzgerald’s friena‘ P
companion of such giants must have been Wtfl*

man. Nor would it be possible to LeeP 1
uninteresting letters to such men for /ICrQ-gf;1*t)0

century. Fitzgerald’s letters, then, we tak” Nt
are not dull. In fact, they arc among 1 respofi
language. He was truly a delightful ? aPtrjj K

and his letters are charming and very P A&aS1
on account of their heterodoxy. His tas
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Places*°kS and fr'ends>familiar jokes and familiar
andG, ~'s sPecTal literary favorites were Cervantes
e | C~' and Montaigne and Madame de Sevigné,
his f Crse™ a lover of Montaigne, and with a spice of
1 - bought and speech in her. Of course he
other mar Khayyam, who made his fame, and that
hondo © ?*WorM Freethinker, Lucretius. He hated
hike °Ti *°r many things, but chiefly for hiding nature,
hm a loreau, he knew by instinct the life that suited
fromit “ad w'sdom to refuse to be turned aside
of om' ,” any justification were needed, his version
peta/s N S Wonderful Rose of the Hundred and One
immortV°Uld ~ enough- The perennial charm of that
sold jr Poem is, that it voices with no uncertain
meris m6 scePt'cism at the bottom of all thoughtful
his Ve . s>and makes magnificent music of it. In
drear’s (j°n Omar Khayyam, this shy dreamer of
selves  reamed one dream more lasting than we our-
Hroer' ul" le’ Or very Suffolk coast he lived on.
Ock-hg™6 sPed of the poet we, who grub among the
°f Poesv™uO”™ tte woldd’ may enter the magic realm
°f that 8*ves all who care to read the freedom
NarscenHn:ient Eastern city of dreams, which far
°ufinth S 1I*mystery and splendor the Orient men go
°h, : *shlPs to see.
Sxshis vimOrtals of literature ! The old Persian poet
~oturigj *f10n and his dream, and writes it, and eight
t esPacelp Ce t'le tired merchant, forgetting for a
'kin thew 1Scounting-house and ledgers, lives a freer

A¥reses'°nder/and °f your genius.  Here are nymphs
hisisi - grotesque imaginings and human memories.

reams indeed ! Under thy opiate wand he
r dream for one little hour— and is refreshed.
Mimnermus.
Richard Carlile.
( Continued from page 252.)
to accO™ Citf<Tl  the press,” says Mr. Holyoake
i acchifixeld #r 1829, sqmieliiing mare remained

th discus™ . ed’ which was the freedom of public
phdBNL. and on this subject Carlile set his
newnEd *ni80 ~r ~aytor was prosecuted and im-
®hij racter ~uCarlile was called into action in his

hkgithailse fi, AT nmimedintélly torwireid a lafie Foom
#ﬁ- iscussio’ 1lwet-street, into a Sunday-school of
U and «nr?’ and introduced a public debate on all
slb 6% beetl’ xCa™objects on the Sabbath Day. This
ationi d°ne before by anyone anywhere. By a

his i f[;\Mr T.aylor well supported in prison,

PLbIlc a'del neﬂ aceempanied Rim te Cambridge,

>scmt-ISS|on , to challen e the UnlverS|t to
I:\')’t)'rPom %W . ’q J— y

nt|
~eptejOe tg 8Q a Pr'nted circular of ublic
ppdj 6V§F¥ priest on the road. OnIJyp ane

he g attehe y- ev David Khom, of Liveipool, who
°rPuKi- in 1454 1Onset and withdrew. This was done
c Dieetin,, 6;sou8ht a :larger sphere of action

Ro”ed® -
HOthmﬂ <rigd f .aa gwp dwelling house, and
" Bhek ”gg,'ﬂﬁ gs and theatres called the

;> b;s-on of this buildin Soon after he gained
%" - oyt which s the second Frendi Revolu-
S M ~endonctl gaYe a new impetus to political
J thg a his thpai living to every man liberty of
fAhlic J'uhlic men '(§] t'le Rotunda was attended by
tat the p tingrs tim° L10(:e out °f Parliament ; and the
tiCday, °VertniP,? became so frequent and so large
t?L>np as that n alarm, and the prophecy of
/b~didn”aad.  WiNjotunda would cause a Revolu-
tb™MNii A1 Molest 11 the Tories remained in office
tHL thewvi tc, Ipts\ 1'Uh \Probably they were sick offormer
C& two’\fon J1f WhiRs no sooner took office

of T Domilss m. e war @o him, and cassed him
treid .;°udon.’ ..1j'Prisonment in the Compter of the

iIG'IVhiImAJT\ﬁ s)P AeT- Rébert Tayilor [author of

%l/r\l |g’itanls AA]Q\ﬁSSHﬂISO prosecuted under

ed out twoyears in
htid [?Se\/\br

his preaching
*sufarliu\re th

IGii part Was desrays,of Church and State tyranny,

1°f that to fecl the claws of the ecclesi-
1°*d monster. In 1834 and 1835

txaol, for in the
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he passed ten weeks more in the Compter for refusing
to pay Church Rates assessed upon his house in Fleet-
street. When his goods were seized he retaliated by
putting into his window two effigies— one of a bishop,
and the other of a distraining officer. Subsequently the
trinity was completed by the addition of a devil, who
was jovially linked arm-in-arm with the bishop. This
curious sight naturally attracted the attention of large
crowds, which led to Carlile’s being indicted as a nui-
sance. He was sentenced to pay a fine of 40s. to the
King, and give sureties in 2200 (himself in ~jioo, and
two others in 250 each) for good behavior for three
years. He refused, however, to involve anyone in his
troubles ; no security would he give, neither would he
truckle to the minions of power. *“ They have sentenced
me,” said he, “ to three years’ imprisonment. So much
for their leniency ! It is a mockery to say that | may,
if | please, purchase my liberty. | cannot do it. | shall
have more liberty in prison than in walking the streets
at the discretion of one set of men, and at the hazard of
~100 penalty to two others. It is a case in which 1
will not interfere to abate one hour of my imprisonment.
When the gates are open to me | will walk out, but I
will not pay or do anything to procure release.” Carlile’s
total of imprisonment amounted to nine years and four
months.

Carlile had always been Republican ; even at the out-
set of his career, when traversing London to find cus-
tomers for the Black Dwarf he had disliked Cobbett’s
Register because “ it did not go far enough.” Before
his imprisonment he had identified himself with the
extreme party of reformers. He was present at the
Manchester Massacre (Peterloo), and narrowly escaped
being captured. The ignorance of his person on the
part of the soldiers and police secured his safety. He
was threatened with dangers from other quarters also.
Edwards, the Government spy, the main instrument in
hatching the Cato-street conspiracy, attempted to in-
veigle him into secret illegal practices, which, however,
his native good sense rejected. Edwards took a shop
next door to Carlile, where William Hone had published
his famous Parodies, and under various pretences courted
Carlile’s society. He talked to him about meeting the
Archbishop of Canterbury in Windsor Castle, as a
modeller, and undertook for him a bust of Paine.
Speaking of this, Carlile says : “ 1 revere the name
of Thomas Paine ; the image of his honest counte-
nance is constantly before me. | have him in bust in
whole length figure ; for which | have to thank the
late Government of Liverpool, Castlereagh, and Sid-
mouth, who appointed Edwards the spy to this task—
he who, when he failed to get me hanged, caused the
death of Thistlewood and others.” Secret practices had
no attraction for Carlile ; he preferred to do everything
openly in the light of day. Not, indeed, that there was
any tincture of timidity in his composition ; no more
resolute, intrepid man ever breathed. When other
reformers shrank back he always pushed forward.
Said he : “ Timidity may be seen sitting on the coun-
tenance of almost every politician. He speaks and
speculates with a trembling which generates a pre-
judice in others. As it is the slave who makes the
tyrant, so it is timidity in the politician which creates
the prejudice of the persecutor.” Even a resort to
physical force he would have approved and assisted
in, if no other method of remedying abuses had been
possible, although he never did see reason to sanction
any particular act of violence. *“ In the beginning of
my political career,” he wrote, “ 1 had those common
notions which the enthusiasm of youth and inexperience
produces, that all reforms must be the work of physical
force. The heat of my imagination showed me every-
thing about to be done at once. | am now enthusiastic,
but it is in working where | can work practically rather
than theoretically; and though | would be the last
to oppose a well-applied physical force, in bringing
about reforms or revolutions, | would be the last in
advising others to rush into useless dangers that |
would shun, or where | would not lead. | have long
formed the idea that an insurrection against grievances
in this country must, to be successful, be spontaneous
and not plotted, and that all political conspiracies may
be local and even individual evils. 1 challenge the
omniscience of the Home Office to say whether | have
ever countenanced anything of the kind in word or
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deed. I will do nothing in a political point of view
which cannot be done openly.” These surely are wise
words, and evince that Carlile had learnt a lesson of
political wisdom a whole generation before many more
ardent but less sagacious reformers.

Carlile’s Republicanism was of a purely practical
type. “ Liberty,” said he, “is the property of man : a
Republic only can protect it”; and on behalf of that
Republic he ever faithfully labored. Even against the
powerful disparagement of William Cobbett he boldly
championed it. Yet he would never listen to Socialistic
schemes, no matter by whom propounded. *“ Equality,”
said he, “ means not an equality of riches, but of rights
merely.” He once discussed Socialism with Mr. Lloyd
Jones, and, as might be expected, treated it as chimerical
in the present stage of human progress, and probably of
but little advantage in any.

As an editor Carlile was industrious and indefatigable.
His literary ability was never transcendent, but he wrote
nervous terse English, and always showed a thorough
knowledge of his subject. Thomas Paine was his
model ; for Paine’s practical spirit much resembled
his own. But he depreciated other writers with unjusti-
fiable severity: their impassioned prose seemed to him
flighty, because he was not a man of passionate nature.
Of Milton he wrote with graceless asperity, apparently
forgetting that it was nothing wonderful that the great
Republican should be ignorant of political reforms
deemed advisable by people who had the advantage
of living nearly two centuries later. Milton’s noble
Areopagitica will be read and admired, and his name
revered, when much of Richard Carlile’s writings will
be utterly forgotten.

Carlile’s deficient education was at first a deplorable
detraction from his editorial efficiency, but he gradually
remedied the defect by dint of assiduous self-culture.
During his long imprisonment in Dorchester Gaol he
econtinued to edit the Republican with increasing success.
The circulation reached as high as 15,000 ; and in all
‘fourteen volumes were issued. After its discontinuance
he edited other religious periodicals, the Lion and the
LChristian Warrior; and each of them with ability and
success. G. W. Foote.

( To be continued. )

The Glories of this Century.

( Concluded from page sjl.J

“ W e have had some poets ourselves. Emerson wrote
many poetic and philosophic lines. He never violated
any rule. He kept his passions under control, and
generally ‘kept off the grass.” But he uttered some
great and splendid truths, and sowed countless seeds
of suggestion. When we remember that he came of
a line of New England preachers, we are amazed at
the breadth, the depth, and the freedom of his thought.

“ Walt Whitman wrote a few great poems, elemental,
enatural— poems that seem to be a part of nature, ample
as the sky, having the rhythm of the tides, the swing of
‘a planet.

“Whitcomb Riley has written poems of hearth and
home, of love and labor, worthy of Robert Burns. He
is the sweetest, strongest singer in our country, and |
do not know his equal in any land.

“ But when we compare the literature of the first half
of this century with that of the last, we are compelled
to say that the last, taken as a whole, is best. Think
of the volumes that science has given to the world ! In
the first halfof this century sermons— orthodox sermons
— were published and read. Now, reading sermons is
one of the lost habits. Taken as a whole, the literature
of the latter part of our century is better than the first.
I like the essays of Professor Clifford. They are so
clear, so logical, that they are poetic. Herbert Spencer
is not simply instructive— he is charming. He is full of
true imagination. He is not the slave of imagination.
Imagination is his servant. Huxley wrote like a trained
swordsman. His thrusts were never parried. He had
superb courage. He never apologised for having an
opinion.  There was never on his soul the stain of
evasion. He was as candid as the truth. Haeckel
is a great writer because he reveres a fact, and would
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not for his life deny or misinterpret one. He tells "
he knows with the candor of a child, and defends
conclusions like a scientist, a philosopher. He sta
next to Darwin. I
“ Coming back to fiction and poetry, | have O
admiration for Edgar Fawcett. There is in his P°
thought, beauty, and philosophy. He has the c°ur
of his thought. He knows our language, the &t
of verbs, the color of adjectives. He is in the kKn
sense an artist. | think Kipling is a man of real
He has the freedom of winds and waves, and he K

the heart of man.” Uf,
Colonel Ingersoll is inclined to make merry
Caine’s wooing of the clergy by means of the soc
buskin. He was asked :— ) dffats
“What do you think of Hall Caine’s recent ==
to bring about a closer union between the Stage
the pulpit ?” ot
“ Of course,” said Colonel Ingersoll, I'am The
certain as to the intentions of Mr. Caine. | sa'Uor

Christian, and it did not seem to me that the a fly
was trying to catch the clergy. There is ce 'ipit,
nothing in the play calculated to please the Pjdn
There is a clergyman who is pious and heartless. ~efl
Storm is the only Christian, and he is crazy- you
Glory accepts him at last, you not only fee* in tre
know, that she has acted the fool. The lord

piece is a dog, and the real gentleman is the c, epip'l
runs the music-hall. How the play can pleaset r /s

| do not see. Storm’s whole career is a failu®' is
followers turn on him like wild beasts. His re

a divine and diabolical dream. With him mur e g™\s
of the means of salvation. Mr. Caine has strlICpje bs
tianity a stinging blow between the eyes. hypO
put two preachers on the stage, one a heartie » C
crite and the other a madman. Certainly | amOyed
judiced in favor of Christianity, and yet | en|.»

the

play. If Mr. Caine says he is trying to bring
and the pulpit together, then he is a humorist»
humor of Rabelais.” . e sce°S
“What do recent exhibitions in this city tiff
from the life of Christ indicate with regm"
tendencies of modern art?” .
“ Nothing. Some artists love the sombre, be''e
choly, the hopeless. They enjoy painting
form, the tear-filled eyes. To them grief m a '|T\|%_)
There are people who find pleasure in funeraojs
love to watch the mourners. The falling cl™0s,
music. They love the silence, the heavy 1j

sorrowful hymns, and the preacher’'s rcrn'l[.c gedy
feelings of such people do not indicgte artfst
trend—of the human - mind: Even—a p°°f
hope for success if he represents something”}, tifff
many mibhiona dre degpily interested, aroUllf HR2an oi*\p
emotions cling like vines. A man need nor .
to make a patriotic speech, a speech that _ Je(
audieficel.  So tiH ailtist need nbt be gréay §0 °fV
satisfy, if his subject appeals to the prejut Al
who look at his pictures. Arist' f.
“ 1 have never seen a good painting °* a0d c jl
ic Christs that |1 have seen lack strengt™”y
acter. They look weak and despairing. o> ,, >
unhealthy. They have the attitude ot ‘I"vef s®
sickly smile of non-reSistance. 1 have n”™O telj™y

heroic, serene, and triumphant Christ. . fe. jn
truth, 1 never saw a great religious P1 jdidfc' (e
lack sincerity. All the angels look almos ofb
their eyes is no thought, only the innoce n
afl.

ranee. A
| think that art is leaving the celestial, ~g

and is getting in love with fyioon

Troyon put more genius in thnﬁ%%ed?g? at:«| ris

than Angelo and Raphael did in angels {\i,l(fillgs 3?.“¥t

been painted of heaven that is as beau :

scape by Corot. The aim of art is Eep '
realities, the highest and noblest, the n}ilzéfoﬁll
The Greeks did not try to make men ’
they made gods like men. So the great .. iF
day go to nature.” gio> TRY
Is it not strange that, with one exCA|3y Ital,il
notable operas written since Wagner €
posers instead of German ?” ins's! ’QIY
1For many years German music
Wagner was not a composer, they n°

produced only a succession of disco
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GAgnt or ~is by the fact that the music was not
They i1 Bis countrymen could not understand it.
Gerl 'ad Ao he educated. There was no orchestra in
elogu™y that could really play Tristan and Isolde. Its
tem tu™S Pathos, its shoreless passion, were beyond
t’Prol*”ere's 110 reason to suppose that Germany is
pVv, , Cuce another Wagner. Is England expected to
n another Shakespeare?”

mthseeker (New York). R. G. Ingersoll.

Brother Jones’s Performance.

h r . ' 1
‘nve. O WE'l to state at once that Ebcnezcr Jones is not
"ith B a takes two to make a love-match, those familiar
Fhyso "ezeJ Wh not wonder at this, for his peculiar
ra@(lriy Is enough to damp the ardor of any amorous
Cry gtthanveause her rather to sigh for the seclusion of a
igym 5‘ lor the bliss of matrimony. Yet, if anyone can
~MhereniS  a P'ace that is a thousand miles away from

udv: °se’ be will receive Ebenezer’'s eternal gratitude

1iezerig™a *CA°nby return post. This is why. Brother
"hich Je 1a m°st respectable grocer, and the rapid way in
"estaypj i'S ffrown fat and prosperous, whilst his rivals

of i,,_ fan andubareap; nas: maderiaavhe wonder and
A dor srbis el law-tragesmen.  Some of his ways may be

.risni dar. and there i certaiialy & tumer that Hi® tnesh

F no P?scad °f yellow ochre and fat bacon, though
g S Il.,cnce (barring the taste) to support this.

T eller was—also a leading light at Brother
tyetinR-hous " and. when at last the debt attached to the

a@nent 16 Bplnd™ w'pcd AU, they decided t6 hald an ehiel-
Aand sohCbrate- dle event- Now, Brother Ebenezer is
1o 1™MaduW ?r 'ndividual, who never likes to display' him-
g le ]:Iésenseless frivolities, which are alike harmful
R injurious to the sedi ! Yet IndHsRpSea
o0ju s repeated solicitations, he consen
after 1> Perfonmance. The fateful day a
‘Ir<nher'sb'e had °Pened the proceedin

"ith “i'AnooP gave us a recitation, t
oCed [P t0 be Queen of the May,” a

arrived, and,
~\ong prayer,
e'n ~ Sister followed

.»o0ther Brother
Brother

flonibT la”~ng. Then Bumble announced

' o N H o
RO R ey R SO RS OB it o HEM NG TS
HadthtoRermg to his feet, and smoothlll® Jn reply to the
<kaw,n way to the platform, whence heb _ , announce-
ment ™ applause which greeted the chai near by,

- e H * * i
51 B SESEr It DR oRoRATBRG @S

nidl {P‘e east> the prepared speech was neat enough,
a?, and"'ei-_M1'IC ®ve was something like this : “ Gentle-
oM@ aT tr' Chairman, ladies, and gentlemen! Un-
Una'ic sno.,i- am to public speaking, 1 am unaccustomed

D,di storrec] " an>'n fact, | may say that | am—er—
of fU'ng the ° Puhhc speaking—er—as | said before !”
vo'lwhich f C - r= k. clapping of hands and stamping
k- r.C S f

itfte 'y BUm , oxI*e req
tint'sladi,1g the m mped

.S -r « * S t
toBought, placed it in one of the egg-cup” pleasure of
1?7 hold, and, striking a reduced to
ree S his pastor’s piece ot cam wonder-

struc’~ whilst the audience were sR&'"i°U'n the face, the
imateUaad tumble was growing b P Guide once «1
R Vst el 5 Complete L, i e
| D reader, imagine his feelings
Parm an old rag for the handkerchief,
AN rinm “« . ) : : »
_ u “V he egg‘cuP and set it alight.
srii c’ld eglO>of 1+ tfle ‘root row swam before his eyes,
gr‘ggwa’\_tatgog 'I't stomach he experienced a sensation
i, bid rdjdicn*® was about to smile a kind of sickly
Hlint o¢0 18 @ n° hiore, when an idea—prompted by
cu./kerpl, Bim B I})s seekimg whom he may devour—
un new, invariably carried two
i°cket. fefore, he doubtless still had one in his
aD*H' ” mseen, nm die .wretched Ebenezer could secure
eRrShem WithOg ;.1a 5he other egg-cup, all would yet
"dan,,e,aecg\bﬂttﬂ Fiist 'ﬁhought, the delidied grocer ‘it
thought would save him from

) gecgdﬂr.él v,
r& © ‘rectly behind Bumble, and sternly

gring, threap, nnd™.Hf? ,to watch the ashes which showed
hii LIy (i:ather Of fh Jones—under the iniluence of
Hav;and n«aPPear '.talsehoods—said “would be seen to
steahu? divRdy folded ' when g°ne, the handkerchief, un-
Palh"y prkd thed*7oa,d be seen in the other cup.”
r HeCd his ha NA”01 °f bis audience, Ebenezer
alaiost ium, U the pocket of his unsuspecting

Ped for joy when he realised that his
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surmise was correct; but, concealing his emotion, he firmly
grasped a portion of Bumble’s extra handkerchief. Then,
pretending to be only giving a magic wave of his hand, and
shouting loudly “ Presto ! Presto ! I he gave the kerchief a
sharp jerk. My clever and accomplished reader, have you
ever beheld the expression of the dying miser, as he realises
that he and his beloved money must part at last; or the
murderer, as he hears his judge pronounce the last dread
sentence of the law ; or the newspaper editor when he receives
an unstamped “ Ode to Spring ” ? All these and a thousand
others were mingled in the expression of brother Ebenezer,
when, as the handkerchief came out, a piece of twist tobacco
rolled upon the platform, and a bottle containing some liquid
refreshment broke as it fell upon the floor. It would be im-
possible to describe the feelings of the unfortunate Jones as
Bumble suddenly wheeled round and gave him a left-hander
on the nose, and kicked him off the stage ; neither could
anyone imagine how the audience stamped and roared and
laughed and screamed and whistled, until brother Snoop
turned off the gas and dispersed the meeting. The language
of Bumble is altogether beyond reporting; and the only'
thing that remains to be said is, that if anyone can inform
Jones of a place that is a thousand miles from anywhere else,
where he can rest his weary head and collect his scattered
thoughts, his information will be paid for by Ebenezer's
eternal gratitude and undying affection—as | said before.
Ern. T. Coombe.

Correspondence,

RE MR. GOULD’'S FUNERAL SERVICE.

TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.”

sir,—Had | been a promiscuous listener to Mr. Gould’s
funeral service, on April 1, at Leicester, as reported by that
gentleman himself in the Freethinker of April 9, | had
certainly found it very, very hard to realise that | was listen-
ing to a Secular burial service. Your respected contributor,
putting his discourse forward as a model, seems to me to
court criticism. | therefore hope he will take mine in good

art.

P In two short sentences we have the word “soul ” thrice
repeated, and the word “ grace” once. In paragraph 1 we
have spirit so referred to as to leave it open for any Christian
to claim that it is used in a religious sense. Ditto of the
“ material form of the child.” Then, again, we have *“the
religion which consists in doing good.” * Sanctified,”
“holy,” “ salvation.” In a word, Sir, we have in this short
discourse as many vocal symbols of the widespread super-
stition that Secularism seeks to uproot as would set up in
trade any revivalist preacher. Now, sir, if Mr. Gould uses
these sacerdotal terms in their etymological signification as
distinguished from their ordinary acceptance by the religious
world, | suggest that the language of fairly educated people
will supply him, or others, witli far more appropriate means
of expressing themselves on so impressive an occasion as a
Secularist interment, the main idea of which is that all such
sacerdotalisms, to the Secularists present, are simply mean-
ingless jargon.

Our religion, as by law established, teaches that good
works apart from faith in Christ are evil. 1 know of no
Secularist that either knows, or believes in, any religion that
“ consists in doing good.” We all know that Thomas Paine
defined his religion as doing good ; but we also know that
the good works for which we honor his memory had no more
to do with his religion than with his clothes.

To my mind, such words and phrases are as much out
of place in a Secular funeral service as they are when they
appear in the ordinary conversation of those good people who
are supposed to have ceased to be influenced by them—that
is to say, the people who call themselves Secularists.

T.J. Tiiurlow.

It was a Catholic bishop who told this joke on himself:
“ 1 was suddenly called,” he said, “ from my home to see an
unfortunate sailor who had been cast ashore from a wreck,
and was lying speechless upon the ground, but not quite
dead. 1The life’s in him still, your reverence ; he stirred a
little.” So I stooped down and said to him : * My poor man,
you're nearly gone; but just try to say one little word, or
make one little sign to show that you are dying in the true
faith. So he opened one of his eyes just a wee bit, and
said : ‘ Bloody end to the Pope ' and so he died.”

“ | suffered agonies,” said the Bishop of Johnsminster, the
other day, “in having to suppress my laughter. We were
assembled to consecrate a church, and in the procession was
the Banner of St. Mark’s Schools. There was a lion—a very
fierce-looking one—with terrible claws and teeth, and under-
neath was the legend : ‘ Suffer little children to come unto
me.””
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC. POSITIVISM
[Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, L . .
and be marked * Lecture Notice,” if not sent on post-card.\ “Reorganisation, without god or king, by the system1
LONDON. worship of Humanity.”
The Athen/EUM Hall (73 Tottenham Court-road, W .): 7.30, Information and publications on the Religion of HumanL
C. Cohen, * The Benefits of Unbelief.” may be obtained free on application to the Chutell

Battersea Branch : Meetings every Monday at 830, at 8 Humanity, Ncwcastle-on-Tyne.
Atherton-street, Battersea. '
Bradlaugh Club and Institute (36 Newington Green-road,
Ball's Pond): 830, A Concert. April 26, at 8, Second Annual R : ;
Comp”memgry Concert and Dance_p Price Sixpence. Handsomely Printed.
Camberwell (North Camberwell Hall, 16 New Church-road):
Every Saturday, at 7, Debating Class. Sunday, at 7.30, W.

Heaford, " Miracles and Medicine.”
East London Ethical Society (Bow Vestry Hall, Bow-road,

E.) : 7, H. H. Quilter, “ John Wesley.”

South London Ethical Society (Surrey Masonic Hall, Cam-
berwell New-road, S.E.) : 7, Stanton Coit, “ The Personality of
Christ.”

West London Ethical Society (Kensington Town Hall): 11, COLONEL INGERSOLL.

Stanton Coit, “ Nietzsche and Self-deification.”

A LECTURE BY

(6] -air P da.
pen-air T ropaganca “ A powerful piece of literary and philosophical crl

Battersea Park Gates: 11.30, E. Pack. Ingersoll's glowing style, his forcible logic, and his acu*t

B-

‘. TBF]ZOT?:;Z:?]:T: F;agfk\](er;euasr"Herne—hill Gates): 3.15, R.P. Edwards, ¢ /jmination make his panegyric of the Bard of Avon aln* w

Camberwel% (Station;road): 1130, R. P. Edwards, “What Lnterg,stir_}_% tgt read as, no doubt, his lecture was inspiritl »
would Jesus Do?” ear.”— the Stage.

Edmonton (corner of Angel-road): 7, A. B. Moss, " The Drama London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.
of Christianity.”

Finsbury Park (near Bandstand): 3.15, A lecture.

Hampstead Heath (near Flagstaff): 3.15, Mr. Easton.

Flyde Park (near Marble Arch): 11.30, F. C. Davis; 3.30, THE BES I m
Mr. Pepperno, “ Did Moses Write the Pentateuch?”

Kitburn (corner of Victoria-road) : 7. W. Ramsey. ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM | BELIEVE,

The Triangle (Salmon Lane, Limehouse): n.30,W. J. Ramsey. TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND PRACcTI

Stratford (The Grove): 11.30, A lecture.

S. L. E. S. (Peckham Rye): Mr. Newland. OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

Victoria Park (near the Fountain): 3.15, C. Cohen.

Westminster (Grosvenor Embankment): 1130, E. White, By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.S.S. ~
“God is Love : Is it True?” 760 pages, with portrait and autograph, bound in cloth, gw »

COUNTRY Price is., post free. p

Birmingham Branch (Prince of Wales Assembly Rooms): In order to bring the information within the reach of tbe il
Mrs. H. Bradlaugh Bonner— 11, " The Gallows and thé Lash”; 7, most important parts of the book are issued in a pamp'le [.;
"The Queen’s Reign of Peace.” pages at one penny, post free 2d. Copies of the painP

Chatham Secular Society (Queen’s-road, New Brompton ) : distribution is. a dozen post free. M
2.45, Sunday-school ; 7, Miss Zona Vallance, “ The Right Solu-  The National Reformer of September 4, 1892, says' fthe

tion of the Religious Controversy in Education.” Holmes’ pamphlet......is an almost unexceptional statenW

Edinburgh (Moulders’ Arms Hall): 6.30, A. Paul, “ Atheism.” Neo-Malthusian theory and practice......and through)3l Ue 1L

Gasgow (Lecture Hall, no Brunswick-street): 12, Discussion to moral feeling.....The special value of Mr. Holmes s®]|ly 1
Class—Mr. Strathearn ; 6.30, Social Meeting. the Neo-Malthusian cause and to human well-being Sen. Of

Great Yarmouth Freethinkers' Association (Freethinkers’ just hiS combination in his pamphle_t O_f a plair! statem), ac <
Hall, bottom of Broad-row). Thursdays, at 8.30, Elocution Class. physical and moral need for family limitation with a Pal” ;JIC&

Sunday, at 7, A lecture. of the means by which it can be secured, and an offer 1

Hun1 (Friendly Societies’ Hall, No. 2 Room) : 7, Peter Miller, cerned of the requisites at the lowest possible prices.” , g Pr
“What has the Christian Church Done for the Blind ?” The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. Dry) 5. ]
Leicester Secular Club (Humberstone-gate): 6.30, A lecture. Allbutt, and others, have also spoken of it in very high I
Liverpool (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square): For lecture see _ The trade supplied by R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-strec ,
Liverpool Daily Post of Saturday next. E.C. Other orders should be sent to the author, 03,
Manchester Secular Hall (Rusholme-road, All Saints): 3 R. HOLMES. HANNEY. WANTAGE /
R. Forder—3, "The Bibleand Ancient Monuments ”; 7, “ History ' ' '
and the Gospels : Do they Agree ?” Tea at 5. p
Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockingham- 1 L 1 1 1
street): 7, Pleasant Sunday evening—Vocal and instrumental W ‘] Rende“ S Wlfe S Frle
music, recitations, etc. ‘ o Recommended by Mrs. Besant in Lciw of Population™ P 5B
South Shields (Captain Duncan’s Navigation School, Market- pr  Allputt in Wife’s Handbook, p.51. Made ONLY di
place): 7.30, Business Meeting. ) . Chadwell-street, Clerkenwell; 2s. per doz., post frcC ; jope*
West Stanley (Co-operative Hall): 8 J. McCabe, " The jnarger quantities). For particulars send stamped en'
Meaning of the Catholic Revival.” April 24, at 7.30, in the Board .
Schools, J. McCabe, “ From Rome to Rationalism.” |mp0rtant Caution.
Beware of useless imitations substituted by some "d
Lecturers’ Engagements. chemists, the words “ Rendell & Co,” and “j. IV.
C. Cohen, 17 Osborne-road, High-road, Leyton.—April 23, being speciously and plausibly introduced to decelve'\t/r|1
a., Victoria Park ; e., Athenamm, Tottenham Court-road ; 30, Look for Autograph Registered T rade et
m., Mile End; a., Victoria Park ; e., Athenaium. May 3, Mile
End Waste; 7 and 14, Manchester; 21, Birmingham Conference.
Arthur B. Moss, 44 Credon-road, London, S.E.— April 23
e., Edmonton. May 7, m., Clerkenwell, a., Victoria Park ; 14, a.
and e., Brockwell Park ; 21, m., Mile End ; e., Victoria Park ; No. 182.688*
e., Stratford. 28, a., Hampstead Heath. June 4, m., Hyde Park; o '
e., Hammersmith ; 18, a. and e., Brockwell Park ; 25, m., Batter-

sea. In Red Ink on each box, without which none arE »

lligginson’s Syringe, with Vertical and Reverse Cu'l® C

H. Percy Ward, 5 Alexandra-road, Edgbaston, Birmingham. 4s. 6d., and 5s. 3d. Dr. Palfrey’s Powder, is. 2d. f jof"
—May 7, Birmingham. pound, is. 2d. Dr. Allbutt's Quinine Powders, 3s' P
. . . prices post free.
R. P. Edwards, 52 Bramley-road, Notting-hill.—April 23, m.,
Station-road; a., Brockwell Park; 30, m., Pimlico. May 7, m, . .
Hyde Park; a., Hampstead Heath; e., Hammersmith; 14, m., Just published, price id., by post 2d.,

Ridley-road; a. and e., Peckham Rye; 21, m., Limehonse; e., Mile - -
End; 28, m., Pimlico; e., Edmonton. A Child's History of Jesws*
By MRS. E. C. RAE.

E. Pack, 10 Henstridge-place, Ordnance-road, St. John’'s Wood. E
—April 23, m., Battersea Park ; a., Regent's Park; 30, m., Lime- London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-streetj*
house ; a.. Regent’s Park. May 7, m., Mile End ; e., Edmonton ;

14, m., Hyde Park ; a., Hampstead Heath ; c., Kilburn; 21, m,, ' ESSONS IN FRENCH.—Monsieur Jules

Station-road, Camberwell; a., Brockwell Park; e., Peckham J Pupils. Easy plan and efficiency guaranteed. y],C'
Rye ; 28, m., Battersea Park ; a., Regent’s Park. moderate. Address, 32 Store-street, Bed ord-squarc
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works BY F. J. GOULD.

of Religion. In three volumes. Vol

No WeflePf' “ «* 209 PP-T'SS. 6d.; vol. iii., 292 pp., 5s.
c°otains surl the same s'ze and dealing with this important theme
""fiber anjna mass Of information. The facts astonish by their
superstit'entrance by their interest. The First Volume unveils
V'aracteristi!°ny )™ savages and primitive man, and delineates the
Arabia Chela religions of America, Finland, China, Egypt,
Ola~Ofians *ti.®ida> India>Japan, Persia, the Kelts, Greeks,
p Téslsnait ¥ Second whiuvne tetes iu pieces thEWEL IO tile
p ,s. The lasf I®alllre, and explains the origin of the various
pi p ohapter takes a wide sweep, and describes the
of tip8into the nmen'. °f Early Christianity. The Third Volume
B e phristia most difficult historical problems, traces the growth

arairal'>n of th movemSnt, the lives of Paul and Jesus (with due
W\sOf A e tjrythical elements), and affords a Rationalistic

1.Ppifip. o. ° 6 °Uhe New Testament books.

ﬂP‘,‘,’“AsF"%%%tmo Agnosticism. With Preface by G. J.
Nintr B pp>Is-6d- by P°st IS-8d-
atidh°v inS the chr6 d’' b

] -' 3d"’ by pOst 43
tritic; ew Testn, °n°'ogical order in which the Books of the Old
¥'. W;.C llen's appeared according to recent Biblical

fiotes on contemporary events.
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7/ Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, E.C.
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°nd Series (cloth), 2s. 6d.
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PECULIAR PEOPLE

AN OPEN LETTER

TO
MR. JUSTICE WILLS

ON HIS SENTENCING

Thomas George Senior
To Four Months' Imprisonment with Hard Labor

FOR OBEYING THE BIBLE.

BY

G. W. FOOTE.

Issued by tiie Secular Society (Ltd.), 376-7 Strand, London.

Price One Penny.

Copies can be obtained for free distribution at 2s. per hundred.
Gratis parcels of copies can be obtained by N, S. S. Branches'
&c., by applying to Miss Vance, Secretary, 376-7 Strand, London!
W.C., or to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Price 3d., by post 4d.,

The Secular Almanack for 1s99.

Edited by G. W. FOOTE.

Contents:— Calendar for 1899.— The Future of Freethought. By
G. W. Foote.—The Work Before Us. By Charles Watts.—
Outgrowing the Gods. By C. Cohen.—A Freethinker’s Pro-
phecy. By F. J. Gould.—The Hooligans of Superstition. By
A. B. Moss.—The Unrealities of Superstition. By W. Heaford.
—The Secular Society, Limited.— Information Concerning the
National Secular Society.— Freethought Lecturers.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C,

Thwaites’ Household Doctor.
THE BEST BOOK

to have by you whenever you are not as well as you would like
to be. Within its pages you will find a Treatise on most Diseases,
and how to Cure them with Herbs, which are Nature's Remedies.

Price Sixpence—Post Free.
G. THWAITES, 2 Church-row, Stockton-on -Tees.

List of Prices Free.

NON-POISONOUS PAINTS.

Resist all Atmospheric Influences. Samples Free. J. Greevz
Fisher, 78 Chapel Allerton, Leeds ; or S. R. Thompson, 23 Chals-
worth-avenue, Walton, Liverpool.
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THE BOOK OF GOD

IN THE LIGHT OF THE HIGHER CRITICISM.

With Special Reference to Dean Farrar’s New Apology-

By G. W. FOOTE.

LONDON : R. FORDER, 28 STONECUTTER-STREET, E.C.
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Lounge Coat. OnS
Length of back

Half width of back ........ccccooiiiiiiiiiins

amas s of Manufacturers’ Remnants:

Contr of back 1 oporing ...
Round chest over vest g ....................... FOp 273. 6d FOp 273. 6"l
Round waist over chest .......cccocvueeenenns
L Trowsers For 27s. 6d. J
Round Seat. oo FOF 278, 64, For 27s. a
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: N
Rouna thigh.......... | am making a first-class all-wool, fashionably cut gndgait)
Round bottom ... finished Lounge Suit to measure (or 30s. for a Shooting ~
_ Remarks. These remnants are all perfect, and just as good, for aj jp'e
Trousers lined or unlined ... tical purposes, as if each Suit were cut from the piece. j/
Trousers side or cross pockets . .
Vest, collar or Not................ bought them at about half ordinary price. The quantw ot
selling enables me to cut down prices for making allfDef,
expenses, and | am positively offering a clear saving 0

customer of at least 33~ per cent.,, which is a &

New Spring Patterns 6s. 8d. in every L, you spend.

For Suits, Costumes, Dresses, and other
kinds of clothing, sent post free to any

address. SEND FOR A SUIT TO-DAY.
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- - P

1,000 Freethinkers can each have a packet of Free Cj-
EVERYWHERE. free of cost by sending a Post Card giving name and

JW.GOTT, 2 & 4 Union St., Bradford -/
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