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W,ITHou-
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L0rtle at 0psPen *̂ngf further time on such details, let us 
w C?,t0 the main substance of Mr. Buchanan’s 

j'foin an e *lave said that it is a novel with a purpose. 
‘;nd ¡(;s p other point of view it is quite unimportant. 
Clv''>sation^?Se ’s t° discredit a mere “ materialistic ” 
!£* *> say, a civilisation based entirely
?atUralism1Cef and Humanity, without aid from super- 
Lture life °A/ran  ̂ kind, or even from the doctrine of a 
,e French p r' %*chanan goes to work in the spirit of 

klrtle ago “ ,, lterary reactionist who proclaimed some 
? Says ¡n bankruptcy of Science.” I will give you, 

Pe<ase; Dn ttech as much material progress as you 
Lav® an ass' ert;y shall be abolished; everybody shall 
aPpiness • U,r  ̂ s^are ° f  personal, domestic, and social 
ated; accja lsease shall be almost completely elimi- 

sh 1 °men .unt,? ?ball be reduced to a minimum ; men 
If *3r’g-hte'ha ^Ve a hundred years ; art and literature 
s> „ ity n. ^veryone’s existence ; and the Religion of 
civ>ythe’ cr • lts femples and public services, shall 
One f.aiioa of idealism ; yet, for all this, your
el thing- ‘ ' ‘ bean utter failure, for it still lacks the 
ink *S °P n° aCes.?ary— the one thing without which all 
t h e are el "fi and which poverty, disease, and 

^ e nty.firritled- He begins his story, therefore, in 
pfJhnes that th *“ entury> by which time he sanguinely

He begins his story, therefore, in

the ■ yarious 6 earthly millennium will be fully realised. 
Clvilisatir,„ â£ es we have extracted his account of 

„ _ which then obtains
Period' bl ... ...........
n to sayffmle chronology of the Christian Era—that 
Sc; ability u'11 birth of Jesus Christ onwards—and 
ni„ ntists ’an ,e Hreat Being, the God whom the great 
his n.eeilth cent Philosophers of the last decades of the 
ila r°ne. \iit7  *lad prophesied, had at last come to 
anti'r.Was the n*1 16 Pr°phecies, indeed, had come to pass, 
‘leva ence 1, jaster of the world and of his own destiny, 
“n a|Stated the abolishing nearly all the evils which had 
and 'n°st Der, earth for so many centuries, had produced 
„ u Won,«.*. i tect race A........ ..

is t̂ d by Hle twenty-first century—measuring the

andaC ' t  the earth ;
Pra„,y0rUen cfe* race......Among the New Race of men
on |. 'oally unh,;ness> Poverty, Disease, and Crime were 
life appy hUrn °wn, and everywhere the sun shone down 

I’-iJjU eager ¡n orffanisations, familiar with the laws of 
. be a vie, n me pursuit of social happiness.Oount»* arbit,

haij J'es had")'/ ^ diction s once existing between 
'°n&e 6eri “band6511.!^ 0*'8*101̂ ’ the monarchical system 
devot:r„ a possihpn’ and, international war being no 
eIectPi& them«„| 1 b  men of every nationality were 
bpd m by ponil. ves> under the guidance of Wise Men 
Ikrli„°?l institiif'1" ‘sub"rafie, to the perfection of social
PerSOn' , • Petersl'°nS......The citizens of London, Paris,
%ht f ’„c°nimuni.anrc ’ and Constantinople were in close 
vessen r°m 0ne 'Ration; it was indeed only a few hours’ 
|*ster .Passed dvi ese Cities to another; and great 
bydntjbes bevr>y r  ,to anc' fro from Europe to their 
nstr;cts Calcutta „the.se— New York, San Francisco,
‘ute, of cutta.

the and Yokohama. A few remote
êar °f AfriCa' rt l ’ such as Siberia, and the remote 

hatGs esseni‘ ’ ^ jained semi-barbarous, but every 
.ilrtli sl When aj] .,1Clr number, and the time was close
'»« “ ,o nations, tribes, and races of the 

P<lrts of one vast Terrestrial Federa-
-'«js • r̂© ft,
the’ yybh stretch were green trees and flowering 

; a bl'ght anH S 0p vc‘lvet sward; fountains leaptann .> ann and cor.ln.1 . . .  .  1 ? — -1 1Ia hiir|, d the dweirC°° cd tlle a!r with their silvery 
. J uPon aild Crown "iST8 ,°n every side, though large 
f0'',-hy nittLĈ *tectur:n? with inhabitants, were fair to 

Kr no as and clean and white as marble.
92(a ner bad Hi as day> the streets were radiant, 

e sun set than they were flooded

with golden artificial light, the very perfection of elec­
tricity......The City had its Churches and Temples of
Humanity, and therein men and women worshipped all 
that was best and beautiful in human character, all that
shed peace and happiness on the human race......No
one was idle, and no one was without the means of
subsistence...... Cheerfulness and contentedness reigned
supreme.”

There is one drawback, at least, to this picture ; or 
what most people will consider a drawback. Healthy 
men only eat once a week, so great is the progress of 
chemistry. It is even hinted that in time they will only 
eat once a year. All that remains is to make it once a 
century, and give men one meal in a lifetime. A dread­
ful prospect, considering what pleasure a good dinner 
affords to men with healthy appetites 1

But a more formidable drawback than this, in Mr. 
Buchanan’s judgment, is involved in the marriage laws 
of this new society. The question of breeding is attended 
to as far as possible. Deliberate selection is substituted 
to a certain extent for natural selection. The unfit are 
eliminated, not by slaying them— although that method 
is applied to the most unpromising infants— but by pre­
venting them from transmitting their characteristics to 
posterity.

“ No man was entitled to marry before he had attained 
the age of twenty-five, or after he had passed the age of 
fifty; and no woman before the age of twenty-one, or after 
the age of thirty-five; while neither man nor woman under 
any circumstances could come together in lawful wed­
lock without a certificate of physical perfection from the 
Holy Office of Health.”

W e are even told that the marriage of the branded 
Unfit was “ under an old and unrepealed statute punish­
able by Death. ” And it is principally upon this elimina­
tion of the Unfit— which, by the way, is a mixture of 
commonsenseandfantastic nonsense— thatMr. Buchanan 
founds his impeachment of the new society. “ The 
beneficent spirit which diffused itself over the world,” 
he says, “ was merciless to the W eak,” although he 
rather indiscreetly confesses that they “ had become few 
and far between.” The interest of this ever-dwindling 
minority is regarded as sufficient to outweigh that of 
the ever-increasing majority. Annabel Lee discovers, 
with much indignation, that the Religion of Humanity 
is of little or no avail to this minority. “ Its appeals,” 
she finds, “ were to the wise and strong, not to the frail 
and unfit.” She hears the cries of the dead martyrs of 
progress. “ The weak have perished miserably,” she 
exclaims, “ that the strong might endure.” Apparently 
both she and Mr. Buchanan prefer that the strong 
should perish and let the weak endure. Evidently they 
prefer a religion which appeals to “ the frail and unfit ” 
rather than one which appeals to “ the wise and strong.” 
And as Christians they are right;— if Mr. Buchanan is a 
Christian ; for Christianity, as Nietzsche so powerfully 
argues, is and always has been the religion of decadence. 
Man’s irredeemable helplessness is its starting p oint; 
and it ends by promising all the felicities of the next 
life to those who have been poor, downtrodden, humble, 
and wretched in this life, while those who have been 
strong and self-sufficient in this life are doomed to ever­
lasting punishment hereafter. Mr. Buchanan’s philo­
sophy is unsound, but his instinct is right. Christianity 
could only be revived, after its extinction, by appealing 
once more to the “ frail and unfit ” and using them to 
multiply a lower type of the human race.

Christianity says, Give to the p oor; the Religion of 
Humanity says, Abolish poverty. Christianity says, 
Help the helpless ; the Religion of Humanity says,
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Abolish helplessness. Christianity says, Cherish the 
sick ; the Religion of Humanity says, Yes, but try to 
destroy disease. Christianity says, Relieve the suffering; 
the Religion of Humanity says, Yes, but war against 
the causes of suffering. Christianity finally says, Believe 
and be saved; arid the Religion of Humanity says, 
Learn and know, for only in Truth lies salvation.

Is it not apparent, at every point, that Christianity 
contemplates the perpetuity, at least in this world, of 
all the evils which it (incidentally) aims at palliating? 
That is the sum-total of its social philosophy, for its 
promises of solid lasting welfare are only realisable in 
the world to come.

Mr. Buchanan appears to think that scientific civilisa­
tion may make people too happy. One of his characters 
called Sister Florence, a Christian long before Annabel 
Lee, declares that “ if there were no pain, no calamity, 
no struggle, there would be no Love.” On another 
occasion she exclaims that “ The heart hardens with 
happiness ! The God of Sorrows knew that when he 
invented pain !” Certainly there is a measure of truth 
in this. Sympathy is generally associated with suffering. 
The sympathy of joy is a higher and rarer phenomenon. 
But even supposing that Love does depend on the 
conditions which Mr. Buchanan specifies— although this 
is only partially true— does he seriously believe that 
“ pain, calamity, and struggle ” will ever be banished 
from this world ? W hat would a Schopenhauer say to 
this amazing notion ? Science may do what it will, but 
it can never give man the mastery over the “ chapter of 
accidents.” Unless he becomes an omniscient God, he 
will always be in more or less peril from the unforeseen. 
There will always be tempest and shipwreck. Railway 
and street accidents are not likely to cease altogether. 
Workmen will always run some risk of being killed or 
maimed in dangerous occupations. Mothers will con­
tinue to lie under some jeopardy in bringing their 
offspring into the world. Premature deaths will occur 
to some extent under the most favorable conditions. 
And is it conceivable that parents will ever be entirely 
free from solicitude as to the physical, mental, and 
moral welfare of their children ?

There is far too much suffering in the world at 
present, and no likelihood of its ever being too little. 
But if suffering could disappear, and man become 
perfectly happy, where would be the reason for com­
plaint? Morality would go, you say; but morality is 
a means, not an end. It presupposes our weakness 
and mutual dependence. The more perfect we become, 
the less it is necessary. W ere we all perfect, we should 
have no conception of morality. Our actions would be 
spontaneously right, and our relations to each other 
perpetually harmonious.

Let us ask Mr. Buchanan a question. He believes in 
the existence of God. W ell, is God callous and im­
moral because he is omnipotent? Is he 'wretched 
because he is incapable of suffering ? A negative 
answer shatters the whole of Mr. Buchanan’s argu­
ment respecting the too happy future of the human race 
under the strong and wise Religion of Humanity.

G. W . F o o t e .
(  To be concluded,)

Here and Hereafter.

T he above two words will probably suggest themes 
that will occupy the attention of men through all ages 
to come, and no doubt many attempts will be made to 
form some kind of connection between the two. The chief 
schools of thought which deal with the life and destiny 
of man take different views as to how their theories can 
be made the better to harmonise with the desires of the 
human heart. The Christian sometimes prays that the 
will of heaven may be done on earth, notwithstanding 
that no one has told us for a certainty what the will of 
heaven is. O f course there have been, and still are, 
many conjectures upon the subject ; but conjectures are 
not always facts. The Secularist aims at making the earth 
what heaven is sometimes pictured to be. The difference 
between the heavens and the earth was once described 
by two men who were held by some to be the greatest 
thinkers of their time— we refer to Newman and Carlyle.

able now and here 
mainly upon expectation, realisable,

The one desired to bring the heavens down to the ear  ̂
while the aim of the other was to raise the earth UP 
the heavens. An important feature in Secular Pj11. 
sophy is that it hopes to realise on earth things at 3 

while the orthodox believer re ^
_ if at all, in

jecture-land. Another distinction between the 
schools is still more marked by the fact that the  ̂
depends on knowledge, and the other on belief) 
walks by sight, and the other by faith. The êsira,ers 
the one are as clearly centred here as those of the 0 
are in some supposed possible hereafter. One re& , 
the earth as the improvable home of man ; the 0 x 
looks upon it as a wilderness wherein he is a wan 
on the way to an eternal, imperishable abode beyon 
stars. The difference is sometimes described as 
which are seen and temporal, and things which s 
seen and eternal. The hope of the Secularist inu ^

o«e
of

that his desires are to be in some measure attainable'

earth, while the belief of the Christian in some 
growing out of the present is only a question, 
most, of possibility. . v ¡s

The first view is this worldism, the second v  ̂
that of some other worldism. O f the one we 
much, but of the other we have no knowledge-  ̂ ^  
tians frequently boast that their aim is to make 1 1 ¡n,
of both worlds ; that, however, in our opinion» n. 
admissible. Secularists with their views may rewj,ile 
ably expect reward for good effort in this world» 
the Christians have no solid grounds for any j^fjy 
reward on earth. Thus the aims of the two are ^ eir 
different, not only in their objects, but also 111

3 the supP^yresults. The issues are as' wide apart as’ -  that nw
heaven is from the earth. W e speak of earth v y\fe
be felt, and of heaven as being beyond our reac ■ 
do not now question whether people are rif>* g ani 
maintain that the kingdom of heaven is within  ̂ ’ yy'e 
that hell is what a man’s own conscience makes 1 • ollr 
are contending only that earth is our home, w 1 -j caP 
loved ones dwell, and where happiness, so far 3S ĝoO' 
be achieved, is to  be found. W e also co m b a t tn „gt 
that heaven and hell are tangible realities ; they ‘ ¿foil 
merely figures of speech— they' are two of . the / > *
doctrines of the New Testament Christianity
broad distinction which is generally made by[1 . tii3t 
sentatives of the two views under consideration > e(J.

the d i g ­
ged to apply to persons, places, a n ,

of®*

the secular and heavenearth represents
This is alleged r .— a
ture. As a philosophy', these views are concert  ̂
everything that pertains to human life, and find 
beliefs as to the alleged hereafter. The f°rr ĵjyereD* 
their basis in Secularism, and the latter in the ' polW
theories of supernaturalism. Secularism adopts^ j  o11̂ 
of making the best of life on earth, deeming ■ 
first and highest duty ; while Christianity seel« holding 
this life subordinate to a never-ending existenc > 
that

Nothing- is worth a thought beneath 
But how you may escape the death 
That never, never dies. .

Secularism teaches that the whole of man s ^  tl '̂j 
are clearly adapted for this world, and tha eauti [ 
requirements of the true, the useful, and the ^  tlj‘ 
may be obtained by industry, art, and science- „v . 
nature, in its normal condition, does not supply 
obtained under suitable conditions by 
genius, skill, and labor. Attempts have bee ^ ¡s .t 
show that the Christian form of supernatura ' -si\&

0 cularism. If this be so, why do not  ̂ ¡jluS1̂  
accept and practise Secularism? But t ‘ n0te ; ,j 
vanishes, and the bubble bursts, when 'v£j 
difference between Christian statements ^

..id. . .t

effort to

, v o r M ; V
¡nie'
re3.IS

I (O'

practice. In daily life these professors 
secular agencies for the progress in the 
their religious devotions they would have uS 
they regard theological teachings as their - ¡s ^  
vidence. Again, the allegation that C h ristn '^ .j. ^  
true Secularism is refuted by St. Paul, who ^ e of t 
in this life only' we have hope in Christ, vvC u|3r 
men most miserable.” There is nothing sf c .̂ anj'

íceriiing nS'5this ; all our hopes, as Secularists, conce“ "-.-̂  aI1 - 
arc confined to this life. How can we hop'-.^ 
ence of which we know nothing, and in "  th® ‘‘ ¡¡ ¡if 
taken no share ? It is a singular fact tha g, 
miserable of men ” on Sundays are Chris
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and.if ^fore God that they are “  miserable sinners,” 
°̂Pe itat(i*le.re 's n°  “ health in them.” Evidently the 

One n , r's*- does not afford them much happiness. 
gener!V]°U'  ̂ hesitate to speak thus of Christians in 
their * ’ 0lds'de of the churches, in the presence of 
they cmufScular members. No, it is on Sundays when 
who,, u'fess to he miserable, and that just at the time 
Bntigr t i t  aie sa'd *° with hope in Christ,
cat on \r S US l̂at at one time Christians hanged the 

tye  ̂ 0nday for killing mice on Sunday. 
fleetinL,aVe cluot;ed Paul about the miserable, temporary, 
of stabil>arth > iet us now consult Peter about the lack 
that nle' ? tile heavens. He says (2nd book, chap, iii.) 
earth Wil| ueavens w*h Pass away with a great noise, the 
Here) ^nrnt up, and the elements will be dissolved, 
both’̂ - t h e  ideas of a temporal, eternal heaven

Or

-  —  -  a cempora. f J p S
C? ®xpi°ded; at any rate, a mine 1 P . . progress
- êter would not be anxious abou ,• tions to 
m.ŜCu ar Philosophy in any of its many apphcati 2 “* We But the alternative, according to^a ̂  
ri '̂y a question of sensual appetites. y ^  die_„ 
T n°t, let us eat and drink ; for to- t ê many
ourr"1 tbls. Secularism is to indulge in 01 sophy. No 

misconceptions of Secular P , end-all
of vr 2 êcu'arist ever makes the e" . tanding that 
t  'fe ,aa affair of the stomach, notwithstanding^  
tronwaUy absorbs much attention and §  . •

People have little time, and less mclina. 0 , 
im̂ e  nice distinctions as philosophers do , ye
Jortant problems,-

\ SuPPlied with ; 
aments may be 

cannot be dest
y lts achievemer 
to nJen âve a

h'”° NoVdoubtlthis is true. We do not believe Popula- ’

JudL
n'ao
deh
Jan"

. -....... as pnnosopners uo ; yet, on
;  an .problems, it may be useful to see that they 

¿PPhed With ascertained facts, by which accurate 
n ca ts may be formed. The permanent good of 
av ;V'not ,be destroyed by errors, although they may

-----  r* ~ ~ -S&y rng^'l[evement for ages. Experience shows that 
, at° oKc. have a strong desire to be in the right.
Nth. 
?thbe

"«vest “ Unwillingly is the soul ^ P ^ j - e v e  
No doubt this is true. W e  ̂ desire to 

be "in P°Pu'ar doctrine that men geIJte-ir Errors may 
be, w16 wrong, however numerous  ̂  ̂ —
scaled men’s r*nin5~«-

-0, nowever numerous their errors may 
scaW apy men’s opinions are weighe f tion. 
The Sti!f CUst°m ; but all this admits of 
ofhe ' e arr'ives in a man’s life when importa
C aVen and —qec: • and «1a.11 s m e wnen important view s
diScSl0r1, o n Cartb press for a solution and call for a 
‘ h°'ery that t̂ GS.u^ this mental activity may be the 

as been . a'one can serve or save mankind.
It .,
led&e,of« o ^ d  that  ̂ ,tba,: truth is the measure of know- 
< S  W o laU *lse b esid e  is only ignorance, or 
Portaery°ne to ¡f 6j  what is truth ? It is the duty
(lisCô t clUestion e gVor to find an answer to this im- 
conlmers the naf' ^°me have alleged that whosoever 
that \vu-sPeech UrC things has found the truth. In 
N  lot,- cb can h? Say truth is what is self-evident, or 
SecLifJ experi *" Provcd. W hatever the subject may 
aScertar-1Sni uSp'Tleilt> and observation are the agencies 
3r eart!n 'vhat sl establish moral truth, and to 

\Vh ’ °u d be believed either about heaven
life atever

seem« sa‘d> men will pursue the course of
ch0;„5 theirf.„ms.best to them ’ -

Or

c> e
c°0ir of leir fa.cultie hence the vast impor-

c°nduo'r *tf^e'!1S'cubivated, in order that their

¡0 ” > but85 8̂ *.««.
S,

It, Ôin- ' u‘iUU('r — b v“ ‘ “ >o«u,iuwi«s
)vRter . saying. may’ be w ise and noble

a hun |lat, one man m ay lead a horse to 
thy state f  cou.*d not make him drink ; but 

1 We°rtilation nr °  society no one attem pts coercion 
:culari SuPply, th °Pm'10_ns. W h a tever o f intellectual 
'd dnt:Sr)1 sp6gj ,.c assimilation is an individual matter.

i{ Cs of y recommends the study o f the order 
C Un'VcrV'ec%e o f'll êavin8' the heavens alone until

ls th^ati
se and is attainable. The origin of

fi'OügL1,'0̂  in le, P°:ssib'e future may be left over for 
p*»» re! deservin» rer̂ moments— ithat is, if the subject 

e.r Ĉ n n̂ arance ’ an  ̂considerati°n at all. As to.  j  - ' ' I I . H V I V I  i l l i o u  l * v .  m u  v v

Or n̂ event ff t *1's it is to be, no
Th •

e « ...
Ca.-Sboi; ,* ‘>e inß„v W hat is to be will be in its own
•ri> t  s can nr ' ab*e must happen, and no belief jhat : socUr„ Prevent 1. -u.. ^

H r - ? 0«»:
Ca0 
Or
thin r̂

man’s'Lnt '*■ ' ^*le most fervent belief 
?u^sti0n r̂(̂ aPpearance in another world.

raisV' as to ?.0t of faith, but of fact,
1 1. p„._,, ‘e truth of what is believed.

Belief 
To0f »0tW t h e n ' s  

^  ads. b̂ ect

^n. °'v n b s. Prepan^l 1- not seen, nor ear heard, the 
blng abont . k those who love him. We 

them ; they are beyond human

--* • V/ L \\lain "  min f  subject ’aag uage, he says that the future
our senses

The study of the various beliefs entertained by the in­
habitants of different nations as to what is to constitute 
their supposed future home when they have “ shuffled 
off their mortal coil ” shows that such beliefs are the 
result of imagination, and not of reason. Persons 
invariably picture their heaven in accordance with 
the creed or belief in which they have been trained. 
Thus we find that the Indian thinks that his heaven will 
be an “ everlasting hunting-ground,” where he will have 
unlimited sport in chasing wild animals. This surely 
would be healthier exercise and a more pleasant occupa­
tion than that afforded in the Christian’s heaven, which, 
we are told, is the abode of the “ souls of those who 
had been slain,” and a kind of receptacle for all sorts 
of characters, including criminals and oppressors, men 
who were considered too corrupt to live on earth, but 
regarded as proper candidates for heaven. If the New 
Testament be true, the brave, the noble, and the patriotic 
are ofttimes excluded from the portals of the celestial 
city. The passports required for admission there are 
faith, submission, and contentment. Men who have 
resisted the tyrant, who have struggled for liberty 
against the powers that be, who have won freedom of 
thought, are not deemed worthy the crown of glory 
unless they believe in “ Christ and him crucified.” A 
permanent sojourn in a place that rejects the purest and 
best of our race cannot be desired by any but moral 
invalids and intellectual mendicants.

It is sometimes urged that through giving supreme 
attention to earth we lose all possible advantages of 
heaven. But why so? In seeking to improve mundane 
existence we deal with known facts, but in exercising our 
faculties upon what is called heaven we are simply 
acting upon guess work. By making the best of this 
life we thereby secure the best preparation for any other,

C h a r le s  W a t t s ,

Ridiculing Religion.

T he other week I was announced to lecture in a northern 
town on “ The Absurdity of Christianity.” On my 
arrival in the place I was informed that exception had 
been taken to my subject, on the ground that to 
announce such a lecture was overstepping the bounds 
of decent controversy. It may be mentioned, in passing, 
that the larger number of those who complained had 
not attended my previous lectures in the town, and did 
not attend this one. Consequently, their objection was 
more in the nature of a dislike to Freethought meetings 
in general than to this one in particular. And, as a 
matter of fact, my address did not, as these premature 
critics evidently imagined, deal with the ridiculous stories 
contained in the Bible, or with the laughable aspect of 
Christianity as a whole ; it was solely concerned with 
the absurdity of a civilised people priding themselves 
on their progressive character, and yet professing to 
regulate their lives by a body of doctrines directly at 
variance with all that we know to be true.

And even if my lecture had dealt exclusively with the 
laughable aspect of Christianity, it is hard to see why it 
should have been objected to. I did not create the 
Christian religion ; I was not even trying to perpetuate 
it. If it has a ridiculous side, the responsibility rests 
primarily with those who fashioned it, and, next, with 
those who continue to believe it. If, on the contrary, it 
has not a ridiculous side, then it is I who render myself 
a laughing-stock in trying to give it one. In either 
case I do not see that exception can reasonably be taken 
to anyone ridiculing a religion, if they feel so inclined. 
It may be a question of expediency where and when it 
is done, or it may be an artistic question how it is done ; 
but otherwise it seems to me to be as allowable to laugh 
at a man’s belief concerning God as at his beliefs con­
cerning Lord Salisbury or Mr. Campbell-Bannerman.

Had the objection been confined to this particular 
occasion, there would have been little need to pay 
special attention to it ; but, as a matter of fact, it is 
one of the commonest and, to the Christian, one of 
the heaviest charges brought against Freethought 
advocacy. Needless to say, it is not true that the 
Secularist spends his existence in cachinnatory exercises 
at the expense of Christianity ; but, even if it were, the
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objection would be an utterly irrelevant one. To refrain 
from ridiculing- a belief because of its sacred character, 
and to ridicule it because its sacred character has been 
destroyed, are at bottom identical positions. One’s 
attitude, in either case, is determined by whether the 
belief is sacred or not. As Dr. Arnold said: “ To tax 
anyone with want of reverence because he pays no 
respect to what we venerate is either irrelevant, or is a 
mere confusion. The fact, so far as it is true, is no 
reproach, but an honor; because to reverence all 
persons and all things is absolutely w ro n g ; reverence 
shown to that which does not deserve it is no virtue ; 
no, not even an amiable weakness, but a plain follyand sin. 
But if it be meant that he is wanting in proper reverence, 
not respecting what is to be really respected, that is 
assuming the whole question at issue, because what 
we call divine he calls an id o l; and as, supposing we 
are in the right that we are bound to fall down and 
worship, so, supposing him to be in the right, he is no 
less bound to pull it to the ground and destroy it.”

To ask, therefore, that we who do not believe in the 
pretensions, or truthfulness, or usefulness of Christianity 
shall treat it with the same solemnity and reverence as 
believers are in the habit of doing is to ask us to blot 
out all distinction between truth and falsehood, or 
between what is plausible and what is absurd.

Although it may be replied that two wrongs do not 
make a right, still it is worth while noting that Christians 
themselves are by no means slow to ridicule the religious 
or non-religious beliefs of other people— a practice in 
which the Bible sets them a fairly good example. I have 
never heard of Christians reprobating the conduct of 
Elijah in ridiculing the prophets of Baal, although I 
have read a description of his language as expressing 
“ sublime scorn” ; Protestants delight in ridiculing the 
Roman Catholic ceremonials, Catholics are equally 
ready to laugh at the absurdities of Protestant pre­
tensions, and both join in treating with contempt the 
religious beliefs of non-Christian peoples. Ridiculing 
religion is only wrong when it is the Christian religion 
that is the object of irreverence.

It is curious, too, that Christians seldom or never 
ask themselves why it is that their religion lends itself 
so readily to ridicule. Surely, when one can so easily 
ridicule Christianity, and when Christians themselves 
are so annoyed at the performance, there must arise the 
suspicion that there is something inherently absurd 
about the creed. Surely some part of the fault, if fault 
there be, must rest with the creed that invites ridicule 
from nearly all who dissent from it. Indeed, it has 
always passed my comprehension how anyone who is 
not already narcotised by the creed he is criticising, or 
in fear of the “ respectabilities ” he is outraging, can 
discuss such subjects as the Biblical miracles, the virgin 
birth, the resurrection, or similar tales, and still retain 
his gravity. There are, after all, as many muscles 
drawing our mouth up as draw them down, and if it 
be sinful to laugh at religion the fault must lie with 
the deity who endowed man with a sense of the 
ridiculous.

But it is not without reason that Christians protest 
against the use of ridicule, and insist on religion being 
discussed with a “ fitting sense of reverence.” For 
ridicule is the deadliest, because the only effective, 
weapon one can bring against a venerable imposture. 
There is a stage in the history of every belief and 
of every institution when common sense is powerless 
against it, and then the only remedy is to laugh it out 
of existence. It was the laughter of Lucian that helped 
to shake down the tottering pagan worship, as the 
laughter of Cervantes cleared off the decrepit chivalry 
of his day, and as the ridicule of Voltaire covered the 
Church with infamy in the last century. I know it is 
the fashion nowadays, by timid writers who hasten to 
avert unpleasant consequences from their own heresy 
by reprobating that of more robust thinkers, to say that 
Voltaire’s method is no longer applicable, the day for 
ridiculing Christianity has passed. Yet, in my opinion, 
it is as true to-day as ever that “ men will not cease to 
be persecutors until they have ceased to be absurd,” and 
they never cease to be ridiculous until they themselves 
have grown strong enough to laugh at the absurdities 
that erewhile enchained them. That religion to-day has 
become a subject for ridicule is only the price it pays 
for its former greatness. When a monarch is dethroned
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his pedestal becomes a pillory, and the greatness of 
former estate is the exact measure of his present deg 1 
dation. _ t0

Moreover, the question might well suggest itse 
Freethinkers : “ Are we likely to convince the Chris >  ̂
world of the absurd and untruthful nature of man) 
its beliefs by approaching their consideration wit
o 11- orilnmn nmfunrlil-Tr npAfoofnfmtlC HI 6XLair of solemn profundity, or protestations of ex

Are we not likely in many cases, an ^veneration ?”
such methods, to rather impress Christians
transcendent value and importance of their the

>s c° f  be

To my mind, it admits of little question tha 
spectacle of Mr. Gladstone and Professor riu  ̂
discussing the miracle of the Gadarene swine 
portentous gravity does as much good to Christ! 
as harm. The important point in such a discuss 
namely, the fitness of the subject for grave control 
at the hands of a political leader and a great scie 
authority at the close of the nineteenth century—"lS 
ceded. The believer looks on satisfied, whate ^  
the issue. You are showing him that his belie 
absurdity of which was gradually dawning on his ^  
are of a serious and important character, deservi. & ¡5 
most solemn and respectful treatment, and 1 ‘ na 
enough. He does not mind being thought wrolj)a |,e 
matter of such a grave nature ; it is being ridicu ; 
dreads ; hence his protests against satire or sar ^  
and it seems to me tolerably certain that, s0 n̂d

face
doing

an«
oi>ras we agree to treat religion with a long 

ridiculous protestations of respect, we are d°nî el]e(} 
best to excite feelings of attachment towards 
that we are desirous people should despise. ..| evef 

It is absurd to expect that religious people w  ̂a* 
regard their beliefs in their true character so s of 
our own writings or speeches are full of express goCjj 
reverence towards the beliefs we are attacking'- 
expressions are entirely out of place. Revere ĝr,
be defined as a compound feeling made up tl,e 
wonder, and respect; and of these three qu a ' the 
first is absolutely inimical to accurate reason e V l; 
second is disturbing, and the third should foll° , r c»1’ 

- ̂  ------j - ^ A mind dominated by 1 ofnation, not precede it. __ _______ _ .
reason neither coherently nor logically, and i t lS by its
the principal objections to Christianity thab^ 
threatened penalties of an after life, backed up 
persecution, it has partly paralysed the mind s 
and thus prevented people forming correct olinte.

Even wonder must be„¡„¡of.

on5

concerning its teachings 
as a disturbing element in the formation of sound o p f;ell 

not
and clearly, until we have examined, we ca ĵ by 3 
whether the subject under examination is v 
respect or not. Thus respect or reverence f°r ^ cte^  
as a belief, is altogether out of place, and mu value 0 
an initial bias that can only serve to vitiate tn 
conclusions afterwards reached. cjied

W hy should a question of religion be app1"0'1 tba* 
greater respect than other questions ? _ 
involves greater issues is a simple begging 0 . . a a1** 
tion. So far as we can see, the manner in ■ j,̂ rcb 
votes is of far greater consequence than the g0'^ - 
attends ; while correct ideas as to the function 
ments are of infinitely greater importance than 0 n1.1 ¡t
cerning the constitution of heaven. The fact 
sincerely holds a belief to be true in no sense 
to our respect. cher'iSK$

It is a common thing to find worthy meni t 10 ci v un m i uii 1.11111 ̂  1111 u v v v  1
unworthy beliefs, and intelligent men entertai 
ones. All that can reasonably be demande jjc>ne*[ti 
long as we are convinced that beliefs are he {ed " 
and sincerely, those holding them shall be , ^ et " '^ t 
consideration and respect. This no Fre® ĵtic11 .̂¡*1
deny. W hat we challenge is the absurd a sP^tf 
the religious opinions of people are entitled
measure of respect, or should be treated 1 ti]fe 
their opinions on social subjects or the stru . 
social system. I do not deny the right of ^  
hold and promulgate any belief, no matter 
I would even assert it ; but I do deny his r ig 1 ayity 
that I shall treat his opinions with the same » 
he does himself. ( r the „e''et

I am not arguing that there is no place ’’ ef.
discussion of religious beliefs, or that w® ndly ^fOpf 
meet the religious man in a serious and *rlC its P J V
All that I aim at showing is that ridicule eaer$h 3 
and legitimate place in all controversy m g

111 <d;

h0'Vt nÎ ‘
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thaf'°^s, COntroversy in particular. And I am convinced 
kneesSo *0n8' as we discuss religious questions on bended
nationanf ' v'^  bated breath, we not only divest our exami- 
truthf j a 'arge part of its value, but tacitly concede the 
ing_ , ness and usefulness of the system we are attack- 
ment p, •Us s*-udy religions in their origin and develop- 
%nifi eir ^ ace ln the history of civilisation, and their 
us stiuL.^6 111 ,dle development of the human mind— let
l stlJdy them
'fugrhte

1 in these directions, seriously if you will.
or ridicule would be out of place here. But 

eJ"n.We find these belated survivals of savage times 
to.T y offered as meat and drink for the matured life of 
l ay, then ridicule is the most potent weapon that can 
Pron “ to awaken people to the absurd nature of the 

P°sal and the impossibility of its realisation.
F C . C oh en .

Begone, Dull Priest.

j " ¿ if not always dull. Once he sat on 
holding the bolts, and the royal eagle 
Once he spoke words of fire and con- 

-«cas 1 eople heaved like the sea, and waves
c°ngreg-ap and Pear and aspiration passed over the great 
°f an '0lls- Once a priest put his foot on the neck 
Priest of ,Peror ! and the act was appropriate, for the 
"h° }la[j 1:lt age was a masterful and mettlesome man, 
Opacity f d P̂ oud sense of his divine mission, and a 
uV°rd sni°v w‘e^ding the sword temporal as well as the
*16 Sn„i ual. Then the nripslw as mnnarrh nf•le sPoke“ ,LUlu. Then the priest was monarch of souls. 
’n echoin~ f nd seven thunders uttered their chorus

!iut toi, n0maë'e '
0Wn

ln8T hop._e

• ""> and ^  ttle Prlest is dull. He has no spirit of his 
ln pulCdnnot rouse that of his hearers. He stands 
Col°dess Plt’ Cl.0thed in white, and his teaching is as 
L°°dea t n ! l .his . surplice. He is bewitched in his 
L Us Chr '̂t er',c New Testament it is said of

aiouo f̂■ : " ^ee*nli the multitudes, he went up into 
n me unto'lp  ’ and when he had sat down, his disciples 
aern, sayi J.ni ’ and he opened his mcftith, and taught 

c°ncerned ^̂ essed are the poor,” etc. I am not 
\?eak the p' 1 *dle Pr°blem whether Jesus did or did not 
',°Unt. y  'S'11 Blessings or utter the Sermon on the 

6 disco,, Cry Pr°bably he did not deliver anything like 
Point. Tu,rse given in the Gospels. That is not the 

conce" .point is that the early Christians had a 
s * 'vith n,f '° n op a prophet who could confront the 
p nted thc , ?arnest, live, telling message which repre- 
de1 .t°-day es .̂ truth to himself and his listeners. 
§ stlr>y am] . . e Prlest is worse than dumb. Unkind 
a j day afte 6 necessity of earning a living send him, 
redlence 0^ Sunday, up the pulpit steps to face an 

*,riPt. a ...,11?611 and women who await a divineA,othi, And he opens his mouth, and teaches them—

hebabbles • n
pc-’, le repeats texts ; he recites snatches of 

not e°> Hell n ° phy > be talks of the Infinite, of 
lettcCVen fu ’ °ath, and Life. But it is mere sound—  
He The p'T'sl£nifying nothing. It is all a dead 
fiieatf0̂  ^cuof/r 'adles out pure vacuum to the people, 
•he, r* “ us
th,

re 11160 wbdo he does it ; so do they. At the3 j-.J llv̂ UUC3  n y ZS\J • ¿At til

n b̂ey cia" ° triei1 laugh and weep ; at the political 
S  the n?,.and obeer ; at the Freethought hall

___ -  , “ U “ % ;; r a n r ' t a k e  j°>’111 the a f "  tIle argument with anima ’ pervades 
theP W USS'10n- at church a va st Yawn . the
Pu'pn v and lts inhabitants. lhf  P® , ¿ id  yellow 
Sa'nts ¿ â ns!, the choir yawns ; the 

Y0u r le windows yawn.
Ward tvertlember ’

e Wake , • and placed
. —« swamps, they set up a tow«- > e °ld has- of o -  • J

• ay
in I  acr1 *t th;°Ss the
aildcUr old reerl Urses s
11 Q A w J , , WJ1U I1 1 UUW1 WU lUWUllkUllVUO
be ¿ ld the aen h°w the Englishmen set fire to the

or how the Normans tried to ferret Here- 
out of the Fens ; and how, on the cause-

AndrBrandon- who muttered incantations

S?rcerenilans int^CS,SWePt along the causeway, driving
?dal rest ■ >nto r ~ “ ‘" “ s

a , ln her , 110 mud, and consuming the old 
lng prie*1? wishecj ? 'Ver ’ Sometimes I have felt homi- 
h byp0Sts. c°uld th le . ° rth°dox Church and its chant-4]

s.
e Chr

with, 
:nt of

and the reign 
such wickedy ”end?dS b pd? n® avvay. 1 niusr ’ . “ at I repei 

bet^Atians 0t 11111 täte the Christian Inquisition,
Oll0\vs ¡ldes> the c i ' burned Christians at Smithfield. 

n Private ' j ’^ 'an priests are usually very good 
t know no better-hearted men. But

they are insufferably dull. Their sermons are drier than 
the Sahara, and more melancholy than the Ancient 
Mariners’ sea. Their fate is worse than that of Pro­
metheus. There was a wondrous passion and brutal 
majesty in the poor Fire-thiefs struggles. He lay 
chained on the rock, and chafed and groaned volcani­
cally while the vultures gnawed his liver. But the curate, 
the vicar, the rector, the archdeacon, the dean, the bishop, 
the archbishop, alas 1 they chatter bewitched in their 
ornamental towers, and utter slumbrous negations. 
God, they say ; and not a brain responds. Life, they 
say ; and not a soul thrills. Love, they say ; and not 
an eye brightens. Hope, they say ; and not a bosom 
expands. Hell, they s a y ; and not a hair stands on 
end. I am ready to weep over the poor priest’s lot, 
but when I look at him his inanity dries my tears in 
their founts ; I feel too vacuous to shed one dewy drop.
I try to smile, but the priest’s stony gaze, as he reads 
his meaningless legends, paralyzes my risible muscles, 
and the smile freezes in its birth. Yet, when he descends 
from the pulpit the priest is perfectly human. He chats 
eagerly on politics, debates on art and science and 
archaeology, and takes a first-class interest in tithes 
and preferments. The man is good com pany; the 
priest is terrifically, completely, infinitely, and hope­
lessly dull.

Like Diogenes, I am inclined to order this priest to 
stand out of my sunlight. I have eyes to see the uni­
verse, without needing the professional guidance of the 
priest. Have you ever been in an old castle or abbey, 
and been bored by the monotonous jabber of the 
“ guide ” ? The wretched man tells you a thousand 
things about the historic spot, and yet he has never 
seen i t ! No, never seen it. He has walked about it, 
and through it, and learned to patter long sentences of 
its history ; and yet he has never felt its beauty, never 
seen its significance in the life of the nation. And so 
the priest intones his explanation of the world which 
(as a priest) he does not understand. Let him step 
aside. I will see God for m yself; or, if there is but an 
unworthy, anthropomorphic image on the throne, I will 
look at that also for myself, and criticise it, and deny its 
validity, and ask for a more dignified God ; and if none 
appears, I shall know that the hour is not yet come, and 
that either God never was at all, or my understanding 
cannot seize the conception of deity. In either case, I 
will judge for myself. Nor do I want the priest to ex­
pound my psychology for me. He will tell me my 
faculties are the sport of a Holy Ghost or a Devil. This 
makes nothing clear to me. I cannot comprehend 
myself on such a theory of the human mind. I would 
rather observe the facts of the intellectual life for myself. 
Nor will I invoke the priest to teach me history. He 
will find “ God in H istory” ; but I find human effort, 
human achievement, human passion, human morality, 
human failure, human progress, human ideals.

And in the hour of death ?
Not then, above all, shall I want the priest.
The other day an old man of seventy-six sent for me. 

He was dying ; and he was anxious that no priest should 
mutter false doctrine over his head, or fret him with 
artificial appeals to “ believe.” I talked with him of 
his past life, his struggles, his sacrifices. He begged 
me to speak at his funeral, and I said I would speak as 
a son might speak of his father. Thc dying Freethinker 
thanked me, and smiled. I could work no miracles for 
him ; I could offer him no paradise ; I could only give 
him my humble sympathy. It was enough.

F. J. G o u l d .

Back Again.

A f t e r  nearly four months’ absence from England, I 
returned from New York on Thursday, the 13th inst. 
When I started from Liverpool in December last, I 
anticipated a long and active tour throughout the 
United States and Canada ; but a combination of 
circumstances prevented me from carrying out my in­
tentions. The number of Freethinkers on the American 
continent is great, and they are constantly increasing. 
There is, however, a most deplorable lack of Secular 
organisation. Still, but for other causes, this apathy
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would not have prevented me from having sufficient 
engagements to have' occupied my time up to May. 
Thanks to . the kindness of Mr. E. M. Macdonald, the 
editor of the Truthseeker, who communicated by 
personal letter with over a thousand subscribers to 
his paper, I received applications for two hundred 
lectures, besides invitations to join in several debates. 
Mr. Macdonald proved, as he has always done, one of 
my best American friends. He and his brother George 
are the principal directors of the Freethought movement 
in America, and it is to be hoped that their united efforts 
in the cause of mental freedom will meet with deserved 
success.

My visit to America was marred by the unfortunate 
incident of my severe illness, to which I have already re­
ferred in my letters from the States. It was decided 
by all my medical advisers that I must give up all 
idea of lecturing, and return home as soon as my 
strength would permit. I thus had to cancel engage­
ments which represented close upon a thousand dollars 
(,£200). Dr. E. B. Foote, of New York, hearing of my 
sickness, sent for me to come to his charming house at 
Larchmont, and prevailed upon me to stay with him 
until he should fit me for my voyage home. For over 
two weeks I enjoyed his hospitality, and in that time he 
made “ another man ” of me. He left nothing undone 
either day or night to enable me to be restored to my 
normal condition. I shall never fail to appreciate his 
kindness. And I must also record my gratitude and 
admiration for the persistent services of Miss Cresswell, 
the doctor’s experienced nurse. To her I am indebted 
largely for the improvement I made under the Doctor’s 
guidance. Her patience and gentle care were only 
equalled by her ability in the sick room.

My voyage home was a pleasant one, calm weather 
and sunshine enhancing the enjoyment of the trip. It 
was an agreeable contrast to the rough and tempestuous 
journey out.

It may not be generally known on this side of the 
Atlantic that saloon passengers of all nationalities, on 
sailing from New York, have to pay a war tax towards 
liquidating the debt incurred in the recent conflict with 
Spain. I was charged three dollars (twelve shillings) in 
addition to my regular passage-money. Personally, I 
hardly think it is dignified upon the part of America to 
compel Englishmen, for instance, to pay towards the 
cost of a war for which they were in no way responsible.

W ell, I am back again, and, although still too weak 
to engage in active work, I hope in a few months to 
resume my platform propaganda.

C h a r le s  W a t t s .

No Inspiration About this, but it is Nearly as 
Silly.

“  I WAS bathing in that pleasant sea near Marseilles one 
summer’s afternoon, when I discovered a very large fish, 
with his jaws quite extended, approaching me with the 
greatest velocity ; there was no time to be lost, nor could 
1 possibly avoid him. I immediately reduced myself to as 
small a size as possible, by closing my feet and placing my 
hands also near my sides, in which position I passed directly 
between his jaws, and into his stomach, where I remained 
some time in total darkness, and comfortably warm. The 
fish was discovered by the people on board an Italian trader, 
then sailing by, who harpooned him in a few minutes. As 
soon as he was brought on board I heard the crew consulting 
how they should cut him up, so as to preserve the greatest 
quantity of oil. As I understood Italian, I was in most 
dreadful apprehensions lest their weapons employed in this 
business should destroy me also ; therefore, I stood as near 
the centre as possible. They began by opening the belly. 
As soon as I perceived a glimmering of light, I called out 
lustily to be released from a situation in which I was now 
almost suffocated. It is impossible for me to do justice to 
the degree and kind of astonishment which sat upon every 
countenance at hearing a human voice issue from a fish, but 
more so at seeing a naked man walk upright out of his 
body.”— The Travels and Surprising Adventures of Baron 
Munchausen.

“ I will teach the people to reason aright,” said Logic. “ I 
will instruct them in their social duties,” said Ethics. “ 1 will 
explain the meaning of existing things,” said Science. “ Yes, 
y e s , ”  cried Religion. “ But where do I come in ?” “ That is
what we want to know,” said the others.— Exchange.

Acid Drops.

M r. W . T. Stead has made 
“ The soul o f Kipling,” he says,

Kipling ± CZe.''Methodist to the core.
We hope the object°of this eulogy won’t read it for s01”® 

_ 1. anj  re]apSes are al"a)time. He is still in a weak 
dangerous.

Rev. Hugh Price Hughes has a characteristic fling ” 
Pinero’s play in the Methodist Times. “ No impartial cn ̂ jj 
he says, “ could read the accounts of that play which apP^g 
in Monday s newspapers without feeling that the whole 
was utterly saturated with the vilest immorality. . l,nCgtage 
dark days of the post-Restoration drama the English ^ (e 
has never sunk to such a degraded level as to-day- ;s 
the reverend gentleman’s quiet assumption that he hwlS g. 
the type of the impartial critic. Note also his gross b^e 
ranee of the history of the English drama. There ^ 
comedies written in the Elizabethan age quite as bl a 
any that were written during the reign of Charles II-> 'csCel. 
license of language that it was absolutely impossible to

Mr. Hughes alludes to two plays drawing crowded aUt̂ a[ion 
a disgrace and a reproach to a • -in London which 

that professes Christianity.” 
identity of these two plays.
York ?

We can 
Is one of them The

. the

as y°u
You can put anything you like into a play as tong ¡r,,0u

, . - it.. _i—:-----------------------------------------------even 1 - tconsecrate it to the glorious cause of Christianity, eve“ jieafJ 
leave out wit, truth, and common sense. We 'líon of #  
that Mr. Hughes had said anything in reprobatioi |ir¡glit 
Sign of the Cross. Yet it contains one scene of do'' 
drunkenness and harlotry, and one scene of attempt , v̂ to 
When a man seizes a woman upon the stage with :l c¡\ 
the worst form of criminal assault, it is about tin1®. „ in 
' Hold, enough 1” But the clericals saw nothing rüUgh, 

that episode. Of course the rape wasn’t .c*nr Z  
but the attempt was sufficiently suggestive to tl yfr- 
things of seventeen, about whose virtue and nlC" iviton5' 
Price Hughes and the Bishop of Wakefield are so so 1

___ jjf.
The Bishop of Wakefield, who so savagely den°*j,!?ĵ e?  ̂

Pinero’s play, has of course not seen it. Why shoul p.jpot 
clergyman’s opinions are not usually founded on facts. c¡en' 
Father Dooley, down at West Ham the other day, obs<  
tiously denounce the Freethinker as a vile, immoral, jus 
publication, although he had never seen a copy 
life.

a f i < íab °aLying for the glory of gawd is still cultivated as 
The Bishop of Wakefield, whose scathing re m a n * c0iiv 
Pinero’s play, The Gay I.ord Quex, caused univefS -̂ -er 
ment, afterwards admitted to a Daily Mad 111  ̂sen511) 
that he purposely exaggerated in order to produce the 
tion. Christian Union cannot be so very far off. " ^ ;si,oP 
Rev. Hugh Price Hughes and the Right Rev. 
of Wakefield can thus occupy common ground.

the fiis11
----- the a«11;

The Bishop of Carlisle contributes his quota tô
Sunday-newspaper chorus. Naturally he hates uCaVC sc®“ 
ing secularisation ” of the blessed Sabbath. ‘ . ¡n ■ .
Paddington station,” he says, “ on a Sunday n,or!\ef ill 
summer, when people are going down to the r! ' j s asijJ,, 
flannels, and I have no hesitation in saying that a „ allgels> 
to make angels weep.” Substitute “ parsons ” t°r
and the Bishop is about riirht.1 ° __  f thc

The Daily News is making all the capital it ca11* 1 * -*-•--- - - n. . c*--- 1--?----- _r s-Uq JJ&lW * -fill»
f prot
Saturuavj

pious objections to the Sunday issue of the Dotty ĝgtilL 
Daily Mail. It prints long reports of protes .ge j „

Tv-! /M-omrat* if irtirae n “  Saturday i .„„rid-
. ce”"

The Ruthin Rural District Council’s brains iS
agitated by the question of Sunday cycling, 'vll‘ pefl j,e ‘ ■ ■ . . .  . . .  ~  yount» - .1 1

and
and resolutions. Moreover, it gives a - — - . s ■ 
Home Reading,” chiefly intended for “ the.rehg1® ¡ts ‘ ol 
We guess, however, that if the Sunday edition.p<b vvqil a 
temporaries—and time will show— the Daily F e 
lag behind in the competition for the nimble penn)-

i b®1’11
hav'p ¡air 

wni®b ’ipk-'
.- - - niig Pc 1 tbfsidered to have “ a demoralising effect on yHU° ¡¡ic 

We suppose this means that it keeps them av'?Jgr,il1'̂  f  
gospel-shops. But of course that is a serious W*
Council want it remedied. They propose that PL , pre) J 
shall only have a six days’ license. This ""°4  y as 
cyclists from obtaining any refreshment on Su!’a-g cxpeCjy 
fide travellers, and, as they must eat and drink, « ;s tb®? ¡s 
that they would stay at home; and as the gospel-s»of ^]Ut, v- 
place of recreation open when the public-house >'
further expected that they would turn into the L 
if only to avoid monotony and suicide. .

----- mi be*1. tbe
One Councillor, Mr. Powell Jones, protested ' ¡p 1,1 ;il|. 

shop assistants and clerks, who ought to have a ‘ jisp 0ii 
country on Sunday, which was the only day at A]Ufc‘]e 
Even ministers of the Gospel cycled to their
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Sui'day, and why shouldn’t other people ride the iron horse 
J5 well as the men of God ? Yes, why ? We should like to 
ear that question answered.

says t|.V0 Iose our Sabbath, we shall lose our religion.” So 
Church ° \ V' Fee Dunham, of Green-lanes Wesleyan 
but the 'le *s about right. It is not the power of God,
doing strategy of ecclesiasticism, that keeps Christianity

Town Council has decided that “ kids” mustn’t 
Pier Hil]' T  011 Sunday. Shops that are let hereafter on 
Day, p 'Vl ,n°t be allowed to supply juveniles on the Lord’s 
an u infid 'p, i°r Sykes says it is preposterous, but he is only

what happens to us.” A cry from the depths like this shows 
the hollowness of Christian benevolence. It is not true 
charity, but religious partisanship.

Happy marriages are not made in heaven, but heaven is 
made in happy marriages.

A few decades ago the first missionary was eaten on the 
Fiji Islands. To-day, it is alleged, some hundreds of young 
Fijians attend Pleasant Sunday Afternoons. All the waste 
places of the world could be christianised in the same way, 
but the trouble is to make a beginning. The sky-pilots of 
our day are unwilling to start the ball rolling) or rather the 
pot boiling.

Initie A
"men oniC'}J5!ŝ °P Canterbury' has been holding forth to
°fWhich '' U1 Lambeth Parish Church on “ Unselfishness,” 
°nly take'-1*/'0 'lc *s presumably a striking illustration, as he 
While hunV^S.cx» a year to preach “ Blessed be ye poor,” 
[°b to live i ° s °f tire lower clergy are said to have a hard 

.bands’ ;ecently- His Grace had a good deal to say about^nd«' . m surac
Wife’s ri... treatment of their wives. Of course it was the
but the^n,  ̂obfy, as there had to be a boss in every house ; 

am 
'iev 
bisi

\ su,ccess. We should also like to have his wife’s

• s)’ and ni as D°una to ao everytnmg to mase 11
‘ng view nfCifSant ” f°r her to knuckle under. What a charm- 
f rchbish0n aou*eh°ld bliss 1 We should like to know if the 
’'His it P carnes out the Pauline theory at home, and if he 
°Pinion onT ess- V̂e sbould also like to have his wife’s 
°lher w the matter. Perhaps she is like a good many 
selves> anT n who smile at the airs their lords give tliem- 
sP*te ofo manage to get their own way in most things, in 

tlle rooster’s strutting.

r?1 by annd ^ve w.ere> indeed, driven out of their garden, 
^’arles Ty, an.gc' with a flaming sword, but by a certain 

Uarwin with a steel pen.7'al J__
can dcliyaS tremendous advantage over other preachers. 

aa? e audien6r . same sermon over and over again to the 
«’rtionan, ?° ’r and, as it is impossible to turn the leaves of 
nee. y as fast as he can talk, no one knows the differ-

V.ewi,
• r'uhn the Outlook WmenTlng ,two books on th5 T o f 'ih e  negro troops on the \mn ? as follows on the conduct o' _ children of the 

Pla,tencan ^de: “ Those mild, «glorious chddren 
revvat provcd very demons on the balltle^ . j  blood.' They

d im tW,r hereditary lust of combat and. bW°Of  & ^  
d£ mi"gle with the instinct o L v  »1 advallCed. They 

Praveil t i They shouted hymns as tn y d nrotcc-
C t  “ heaven, when halted, not for succour and 1 

’ t for further battle and bloodshed.1 H,
BJr0ad’ bhdkrd, in a letter to the not'belicve in the
W l f hurch clergy are dishonest, a Particularly they
do of the Christian religion at »«■  . ‘n- Mr. Hallard
Write!believe in the Immaculate C°nc.epb°u  . “ it was my
fate (ofS foll°ws about the famous Dr- ]. 0f  j 0wett’s head-
s h in d y  l«ck?) to be at Balliol m th^an undergraduate to
Percê ld.'t did not take long even . ;n these ‘ fomida 
tions.' Jowett certainly did not be that he did not 
believe ;here can be no doubt, for exa p. ’ Conception and 
flit n the doctrines of the Imniaci - naturally he
did n o ta tio n . In fact, had he dared (w^c ^  ^  late
'r°kssn he would have given the same < inquiring friendSnSp0r Robertson Smith to an anKiously-mqu b

np who once u..—  • ' "
ofn Vin,"mn . MU) Ohm U lu ein a.uxiuubiy-iiiiiuiriiig iricnu
a«ghi "'t'blaiilj p rst into the Professor’s study- and asked 
egen,in,?.’ and , °hertson Smith leaned back in his chairgend.ik,’ and

haX8*»

I ( - - vuww kjum u a a i ie u  uuv-iv m mo v-iiaii
• ‘ No, certainly 1 do not. It is a mere

bavg ij«11 claime(jS' Si?nT in London cannot be so complete as 
0,1 Carrie,i , ^one of the Christian Evidence Lecturers

„ Ma • d avvay-
fi8hfi 'S ’arrup-, , -----
iU' Oion °.Ver a n l i  a 'Y'th the broomstick. The children are 
° bloss ?ilr*. a gin f °t pie. Over the piano there is a beauti- 

lu'r home atce‘ The beautiful motto asks the deity 
t,Mr. \xy. bo like the Old Boy !
( / N  f ! 111 Tl;

SUbj

Colnl c L S'Vers-

an,, upland as p as..heen selected by the Gas Workers’ 
r-v ject nr6 hope the ,ar iamentary candidate for South-west 

'u':' religion« *°cal Freethinkers will press him on the
S equality, and n o t re st i^ ih ie fo r th e

Mr. Thorne is chiefly Ham Townundi°-1 scvera'  of the Labor men on tnc 
'1la respect to the F re eth in k er quest

t'' ĝst'in'c'lSt'ans a Parail11} Cret“ -¡^Uiv^rete. 'n 'L.C|Ulte satisfied with the present state of 
•tn 1 tliouJT'-’akimr ;'r c°-religionistS on that island are, com- 
Ti, ,desm; ‘}d Mob.,1 clovc’r, and what does it matter that 
d̂ /bisl) ; ‘r • “ Bee-' Illnicdans are reduced to destitution 
for̂ 1',«1' or ln’al pubi;c?e jve arc Moslems,”  says a writer in a 

d’at Protccti0n .led weekly at Candia, “ men without 
as°n the ’r!?n0ran.t and neglected, and deserving 

°nipassion of the world, nobody cares

Men and women who make no hypocritical pretensions to 
being good on one day out of every seven are called sinners.

The costume for the Mephistopheles in opera is never com­
plete without a cloak.

Here is an edifying advertisement, culled from a paper there, 
is no need to mention : “ C. M. S.— Clergyman’s Son, 14, needs 
a Refined Holiday Home from 14th to 30th inst. ; bright 
Christian lad in good health ; small payment if desired.—- 
Pray write to-day,” etc. What cool assurance in the assump­
tion that well-to-do people will give a clergyman’s boy a free 
holiday in their own home for the sake of his sublime com­
pany ?

Sir Francis Jeune lias granted Mrs. Millicent Mary Samson 
a decree nisi with costs against her husband, and given her 
the custody of the children. According to the evidence, 
which was not contradicted, the Rev. Gavin Hamilton Samson 
is a bad lot. Perhaps he has tried to model himself too faith­
fully' upon Old Testament characters.

A London man of God, the Rev. Mr. Arnold, vicar of St. 
Matthew’s, Oakley-square, N.W., took a copy of the Sunday 
Daily Mail up in the pulpit with him and burnt it in the 
sight of his congregation. If all the men of God in the 
metropolis will burn a copy of the Mail every Sunday-, it will 
be good business for the proprietors.

Rev. James Faughnan, an Irish Roman Catholic priest, 
was charged at the London Guildhall with being drunk 
and disorderly in Old Broad-street. He gave two false 
addresses to the police, but he was evidently known to tile 
authorities of the Roman Catholic diocese of Westminster.

Rev. Edward Lefeuvre, rector of Grouville, Jersey, is 
accused by his churchwardens and parishioners of gross 
intemperance. They allege that he came to church on 
Easter Sunday intoxicated, and during the celebration of 
the Holy Communion drank all the wine. This was too 
much Blood of Christ for one communicant, though it ought 
to have sanctified him for the rest of his life.

Another man of God in trouble is the Rev. L. Elwyn Lewis, 
rector of Tyfield, Ongar, Essex. Last year he figured in the 
law courts as the sender of anonymous and offensive post­
cards, and a large number of his flock want to see his back 
instead of his face. His own vestry protest against his con­
tinuance in office, and demand that measures shall be taken 
for his removal. A guarantee fund is being freely subscribed 
to expedite the process of his expulsion.

Salvationists now require medical certificates from us 
before they desist from “ raising hell ” in front of our houses 
where we are lying sick. This, at any rate, is what we 
gather from the report of a case at Battersea. A Salvation 
Army adjutant, being summoned for playing and singing 
outside the Park Town Hotel after being requested to desist, 
admitted that he had been told that the landlady was i ll ; but 
when a medical certificate was produced in court his counsel 
said : “ If this had been shown to us before, we should have 
acted differently.” ___

Where does Mr. Barlow, a vestryman of Christ Church, 
Accrington, expect to go when he dies ? At a recent meet­
ing he remarked that something had been said about the 
eastward position, but for his part lie did not care how the 
parson stood—he might stand on his head if he liked. 
Whereat there was “ loud laughter.”

The General Medical Council has had another go at Dr. 
Allinson for calling himself “ Dr.,” and he has been fined 
^ ’5 with £5 5s- costs. Of course Dr. Allinson is really as 
much a “ Dr.” as any of his persecutors. They deprived 
him of his degree for what they called “ unprofessional 
conduct,” but really for laughing at the great drug-mystery 
and talking common sense to the public. It is perfectly 
monstrous that the Medical Trade Linion should be allowed 
to exercise such powers. All the public requires of them is a 
certificate of the medical competence of gentlemen who aspire 
to get a living by attending the sick. Everything beyond 
medical competence is a matter for the public to judge about.
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Referring to the drink traffic in Africa, the Daily News 
says it has exterminated whole tribes, the stuff supplied to 
the blacks being of the strongest and most injurious kind. 
“ Nothing can be more monstrous,” our contemporary adds, 
“ than that a Christian country should destroy the habits of 
decency and sobriety which Mohammedanism fosters and 
preserves.”

Mr. Albert B. Lloyd, of Leicester, who has travelled in 
Central Africa, preached the other day in Trinity Church by 
special permission of the Bishop of Peterborough. In the 
course of his address he accused the Roman Catholic priests 
in Uganda of organising drinking parties for the natives. 
As a Protestant, he was pleased to find that the natives were 
turning against the Roman Catholic religion on the ground 
that it was too much like their own superstitions. Yes, but 
the Roman Catholic religion is historic Christianity.

At one of the recent missionary meetings in London a 
soul-saver amongst the heathen ridiculed a native belief 
about a great spirit who runs off with the moon under his 
arm. Well, of course it is funny, but there are quite as funny 
things in the Bible. How about Joshua, who stopped the 
sun and moon during a battle? We laugh at other people’s 
superstitions, and pull a solemn face over our own.

Oliver Fletcher and John Cox have been sentenced at the 
Central Criminal Court to seven years’ penal servitude and 
nine months’ hard labor respectively for infamous blackmail­
ing. The first of these two worthies left the dock cursing his 
prosecutor in the name of “ the Almighty.”

A fine old crusted story has just been imported from 
Ireland. A deputation of Shannon fishermen waited on the 
Director of the Arch-Confraternity at Limerick, and, having 
stated that the fishing season had been extremely bad, 
implored the priest to bless the river fishing, believing that 
his blessing would bring them a rich harvest. Father Tuimy 
and Father O’Flynn— the latter probably a relative of the 
gentleman in the song— accordingly went out in a boat and 
prayed for a more successful season. The result has been a 
wonderful lot of good catches, the fish being not only 
numerous, but large and of fine quality and flavor. Those 
two fishy Fathers ought to shift round to England. Their 
pious efforts would be of great assistance to many persons of 
delicate appetite just now, when fried sole is beyond the 
reach of all but millionaires.

Miss Jane Harrison, LL.D., lecturing at the Passmore 
Edwards Settlement on “ Greek Ideas of Death,” said that 
the Greeks had no sort of hope of a land where they would 
meet to part no more. They realised the beauty and joy of 
life, but in the face of death they saw only calm.

A testator left ,£1,500 to the University College of Wales 
tor a scholarship on condition that the scholar should be 
neither a Unitarian nor a Roman Catholic. The college, 
being unsectarian, has had to decline the legacy, and the 
,£1,500 falls into the residuary estate, which goes to a Con­
gregational Chapel at Aberystwith, so that Unitarians and 
Roman Catholics won’t profit by it after all. Unitarians, we 
presume, have too little Christianity, and Roman Catholics 
too much.

Now and then a clergyman tells the truth. The Rev. W. 
Statham, vicar of Holy Trinity, Southampton, in a recent 
sermon, said that “  He had come across any number of men 
who believed that they believed the teaching of Christ, but he 
had never yet found a man, clergyman or layman, who did 
believe it.” We have frequently made the same declaration, 
and we are pleased to find it corroborated by a parson.

On the 19th ult. the Delaware, Lackawanna, and Western 
Railway ran the first Sunday local passenger trains out of 
New York since thirty years or longer, and it is understood 
that this will continue permanently. This act is charged 
against the new president of the road, Mr. W. H. Truesdale, 
late general manager of the Chicago, Rock Island, and Pacific 
Railway, who is being held responsible by the parsons for this 
attempt to introduce Western customs into the East. It is 
pointed out by them that a few years ago the company 
provided a Bible for every passenger-car, and that they 
recently abolished slot-machines at their stations. The 
transition from Bibles to Sunday trains is considered to 
savor too much of backsliding even for a railroad company. 
We suspect, however, that the Company can square the 
matter by granting their clerical censors free transportation 
on both Sundays and other days in the week.— Railway 
Herald.

Mr. Longworth, a member of the Horwich District Council, 
has his own views of the Lord’s omniscience. Speaking on 
the question of a new reservoir, he said that “ Neither Mr. 
Tong nor Cod Almighty could tell whether that land was 
suitable for a reservoir without testing it by putting down 
trial holes.”

A pril 23,

An order has been issued at Bournemouth con«R f 
Bateman Perkins Wright, aged sixty-three, to. W nC orjer 
Gaol for one month, for non-payment of an affiliation 
obtained against him some weeks ago by his ex's êen 
Mary Jane Astley. This Abrahamic gentleman ha , 

■ -■  ’ -’ J—*■ of the *thedeacon of a church at Stafford, president 
Y.M.C.A., and always prominent in movements 
moral welfare of young people. He overlooked the 
the Sarah and Hagar days are over and done with.

at
A Salvation Army “ trophy” appeared the other \ vho 

Lambeth Police-court in the form of George Blackbui£’froI11 
was charged with stealing a barrowload of s'vf£t,0r, 
James Lees. The “  trophy ” got three months’ hard

¿UqS ^
Rev. Hugh Price Hughes says that when he Preairve the 

hell he usually chooses hymns on heaven “ to Pre,s n,vll tl'e 
balance of truth.” No doubt he really means “ to dr 
smell of sulphur.”

A pauper woman in Paris has been convicted of l'a'a''|jnieSt i l  tV-MlV Ivlvvt ~ .
Catholic and twelvechild baptized fourteen times as a 

as — ~" u
time. But if this is a crime, many converts who are 
by our missionaries ought to be in gaol.

(iOicon Linie j ao a taiuvmw ** * -— , -r

a Protestant. She got five francs and a new cyj,,lUnti.d

The question of a memorial to Robert Owen came “J V  
the Newtown Urban Council. The chairman spoke 
oi Robert Owen’s character and public services, and . 
Messrs. Cooke and Powell ; but Mr. David Owen nw „ 
rabid speech to the contrary. He said that Robert■ ^ |s, 
labored for the bodies of men ; he did nothing for their ^  
nothing tor Jesus Christ, and his memory should peris j 
his corpse in the churchyard. Fortunately this big°L 
alone. All the rest of the Council voted in favor of the 
Owen memorial.

Mrs. K. E. Oates was married at Stirling on Good 
Soon afterwards her husband, who was of a very r ,;|ioiiS 
temperament, showed signs of suffering from strong reus ̂  
mania. He thought God’s wrath was upon him , eeJs. 
mg, and finally cut his throat with a carving-knife at jqis 
The poor fellow’s married life only lasted eight da) 
widow must have had enough religion for one lifetime-

on

•ne. 'VC
Mr. Tom Mann has played many parts in his ti .̂ cji1 

remember hearing reports of him when he first J,'aCjla0b.' 
the Tyneside, preaching Socialism and sneering at b ‘ anj  >u 
By-and-bye he came to the front in the Labor wor ^¡¿ist 
due course he was patted on the back by the ¡„g 
parsons. Then the rumor was floated that he was ” lterti1‘1‘ 
take holy orders, and it appears that he really d* ,p f?oij 
the idea, but he thought better of it, and saved *11” jerst® a 
sinking into a white-choker. All the time, we u . { (bm 
he had not a shred of belief in Christianity or any ? t0 ru 
of religion. Now we see in the Star that he is 
a public-house—the Enterprise at the corner ot D1 .. 
and Endell-street. Mr. George Shipton, anot 
leader, and a far abler man than most of his Su jjeCanieA 
that line, ended up in the same way. He also i\\e(e . 
publican. It isn’t a very ideal occupation, ,u'¡nty 
generally a living in it, which is not always a cert 
you serve His Majesty the People. . ,.

towar. 5
How amusing is the ordinary newspaper a t t i t u ^

Freethought. Any leading Freethinker who is r'° \je
front of the war against Christianity may e xp ect j
matically ignored. He is simply treated as » a? (j

on all occasions. Bu t, ACsCe „li- 
n

exist. Mum’s

did

dead, or very old and out of the fighting, they^con^
recognise his existence. They will even 
ments when he is no longer dangerous.

pay

The London Echo the other evening contained
.pu*

1111&
of Mr. Bramwell Booth and his new social sche ¿¡lterf.¡tf 
simply a copy of Lord Rowton’s quiet, successm one11 .up 
This was immediately followed by several co 
paragraphs on Mr. George Jacob Holyoal 
Rev. Dr. Guinness Rogers the preceding 
smoke-room of a West-enc. club. Had Mr- 
leading Freethinker there—or elsewhere 
have been a line about i t ; but he always gets 
when he meets a leading Christian.

ilime‘
m,e (pe

aftern>  nVf...

i io iy ^ o u i^
there,

we11

« t*1' id 10
In the theological stage, when the Bible 1» d dc^jvi--, 

revelation of God’s will, the pious man, when m’s”jurie' 
whether he is acting rightly or wrongly, cla *®V’,vhid1 cf  \d; ,

V slOr
jP

by searching the Scripture until he finds a text c*cepr il. 
his action. As such misgivings seldom arise j  acU° Llj} 
the conscience revolts against the contenipla ,g ^  O' 
appeal to Scripture to justify a point of condu  ̂
found in practice to be an attempt to excus 
Bernard Shaw.
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LES W a tts ’s L ecturing  E ngagements.— All com- 
24 Car-”-11'' Air. Charles Watts should be sent to him at

To Correspondents.

Z^^m m ia-road;'Ba1ham 7 SAV.” “ I f 'T r e p ly  is required, a , Pec* and addressed envelope must be enclosed, have received for the Miss Emma Bradlaugh Fund James , rea7  Ss.; Mrs. Neate, 5s.
' u' BARtr■

Joh:
S. H ~‘u' iRAM— See “ Sugar Plums.”

°Lman.—See paragraph.
G L ; 0UNG— Received. No, you don't intrude, 
u. Mackenzie.— T hanks. In our next.Josi,N You 

ACp ----* * IUUIIV3. All OUI I1CAI.
Again unt- f T Mr- Foote will not be lecturing in the provinces

eph i
---. . will UU1 1 1  1CV.I.U1 ll'H .fl'- ’ , .

BranliUntl after the Birmingham Conference. He will bear.W 
V tUn7 n wvitation in mind and endeavor to pay you a visit. 

A, p ' 0u his memory again in a month or so . ,
letter-ERKIN— Thanks for your enclosures. Rev. A. bage s Miss p n reP*y to you is really beneath notice.
Geor»MA Bradlaugh F und.— Miss Vance acknowledges:— 
ios . S|  Anderson, £1 ■ S. Hartmann, 10s.; Mrs. B. E. Marks, 
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L F un
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regu f^ 'E s.—Thanks for the enclosures, but John Kensit s

Î,

OLDSparb«si
Pay 
the 
left.

L ’ ’ , General F und.— Miss Vance acknowle g
, don Branch, 5s.

• Holmes.—T hanks for the enclosures, b 
7  Business is not worthy of much notice. 
toLLOWER. '

pay --WER— Life is not long enough for a P ^ ^ c k  b° 
»he i l W ttentio1’  to his traducers. W e ha b bUshed
letter“ passage from one ° f  Sno
the°the,

As t PassaRe Ihom one of Swift’s newly-published 
r rerned> ' l ¡7  Bcurrilityes published against me, I haveIhin iyrs will I , iic v u  lu nucti ui inuii, cuiu luc.ii

in, R 1° me a ■ -r disappointed; at least it will be the same 
the l̂ne that R ' / !ley had never been writ. For I will not 
alw Malice of f n , r'end I esteem can value me the less upon 
< c L b?e a a to  s and knaves, against whose] republic I have 
tio„ can be ,.„„?pen war. Every man is safe from evil tongues,
, 7  as thev7 nte,lt to be eh «Fiirp anH mpn mnef tol/A Hietinr*.

RlTeu. , Cy do land, cum onere."
under!
in Victoria has not caused an in-

Crea7  J e c u ia A 0,1' don’t 'Jnd.e.Jstan.d what you are writing
education ’ ™ ‘

°out,
e.ase 0f, crime p, auor

,,, “gam anri --- allegations to that effect have been
t 7 lDron — ag:ain’ and rehited officially.
^ a ll appear i^up letter is too late for insertion this week,

r lr°ubl7 Aï,DER-—-P, *-. cv e *n the _ 1
m our next.

’ Ori«an.. tbe matterr ?  aCC6pt our warmest thanks for your

. s,.*8**.— Ti. ‘! tters in the local press must be doing good. 
C 0? ï J . t a n s  f°r the hint.'t has h.  e shall be happy to insert a  notice of your SOty s ? we annrmrai .1__ ...... 1.........e
Gl,
!secret̂ 'v Society6 aPPr°val— as we dare say it lias— of the 

1 'Vlshes y> to droti '̂ould you not ask Mr. Robertson, the 
A'lKs y  i us a hue ? Meanwhile you have our good
^ < > - Neve .
Kreethoi, ;JSslstan,. r n.llnd the Christian brother. No doubt 
f e A iÄ h t  par"?!. w«U‘ come from a better quarter. The

as you say, that a lady
r>r'rini> i>UL partv " * come from a better quarter. The
n ased tUck a nam Vl Pr°bably see, as you say, that a lady 

to h° êar nf ^  anc  ̂ reputation shall not suffer distress, 
s l̂wu Cilank r - llle suer ĉe \r:~*—:« T\— « :. --success in Victoria Park. There is no 
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v 7 h-\VP al Merellr,rs7 ÎontRomery Express— Erecthought 

Tu. y Mer.., ,ern bail,, n “ rann’s Iconoclast— Public Opinion— 
1 Nan ’ • * Gazette— Home Links— Freedom— Rail-

C < 0̂  secular .
T;lRr ere all 1 , 5ociety’s office is at No. 377 Strand 

It b ?sday, T’cEs mu t rs should be addressed to Miss Vance. 
■ •e'n& c “r they win r,te.a?b Stonecutter-street by first post

f e t o  p ‘ be inSerted
■ tbe SUbscrinf °.---------  —.........

a colore ,*H10n expires, subscribers will receive 
,r  ̂ wrapper when their subscription is

> nUt̂ berCi;1 subs^Y^?ce re8Tulations to announce on the 
ln ” -------•

28 l tRs fo, ton

KC. < i ! r lit,

0, Ston«
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Sugar Plums.

M r. F oote delivered three lectures to good audiences at 
Manchester on Sunday. The annual collection taken during 
the day for the N.S.S. Benevolent Fund realised about three 
pounds. We are glad to hear that the Manchester Branch is 
quite holding its own, although times are not exciting just 
now. Steady work goes on, and finances are in a fairly 
healthy condition. The Manchester Branch will of course be 
represented at the Birmingham Conference, and we hope its 
delegates will have the pleasure of meeting the representa­
tives of many other Branches from all parts of the country.

Mr. Foote is having a Sunday off to-day (April 23), which 
he intends to spend in getting a little oxygen into his blood, 
instead of swallowing carbonic acid gas at a public meeting. 
Worms turn occasionally, and so does a Secular lecturer.

Mr. Charles Watts is home again from America. Un­
fortunately, the bad time he had over there has played 
havoc with him physically. His attack of influenza was 
extremely serious ; indeed, he was given up by the doctors ; 
but a good constitution pulled him through. The after 
effects have fallen chiefly upon his nerves, which are 
thoroughly disordered. It will be impossible for him to do 
any platform work for some time. He requires a good long 
rest and careful nursing.

No doubt the reader will think this is a strange Sugar 
Plum, being very much the reverse of sweet. We hasten 
to add, therefore, that our old friend and colleague is im­
proving, and if he avoids the danger of a relapse he will 
doubtless be able to resume his platform work by-and-bye 
with fresh vigor. He has arranged to attend the Birming­
ham Conference, which will not involve any great strain upon 
his strength.

Mr. Cohen occupies the Athenaeum Hall platform this 
evening (April 23), his subject being “ The Benefits of Un­
belief.” No doubt he will have a good audience. Mr. 
Chilperic Edwards occupied this platform last Sunday even­
ing, and delivered a very interesting and much appreciated 
lecture.

Mr. Cohen lectured in Victoria Park on Sunday afternoon 
to a large audience. His address, however, was abbreviated 
by the rain. Still, a good collection was taken for the N.S.S. 
General Fund. Mr. Cohen lectures there again this afternoon 
(April 23), at 3.15, and the collection will be on behalf of tho 
Miss Emma Bradlaugh Fund.

Mr. A. B. Moss delivered three lectures on Sunday at 
Bolton. His evening audience was a good one and very 
enthusiastic. Mr. Moss has also been debating at Camber­
well with Mr. Quelch on Malthusianism and Socialism. 
There was a large audience, and the debate was carried on 
with the utmost good temper. The meeting was very 
interested, and did not break up till nearly eleven o’clock.

Another Freethinker question, this time on the Watford 
Public Library Committee. Mr. Alexander having sent a copy 
of this journal, with a letter requesting its acceptance by the 
committee, a discussion arose upon the matter, in the course 
of which one of the members read an extract to the effect 
that “  Nothing on earth can exceed the humbug of the clerical 
profession.” The chairman, however, said there were none 
on the committee, so it didn’t apply there. Finally, a vote 
was taken, and the Freethinker was accepted by six to four. 
The six included two Labor members. The four consisted of 
two Churchmen and two Baptists.

Delegates and visitors to the N.S.S. Conference on Whit 
Sunday are requested to communicate as soon as possible 
with Sir. J. Partridge, 65 Cato-street, Birmingham, stating 
what notel accommodation they will require, or whether they 
prefer private lodgings. ___

Newcastle friends are requested to note that, owing to Mr, 
Joseph McCabe’s lectures in the Co-operative Hall, Whitehall- 
road, Gateshead, on the 30th, the members’ monthly meeting 
will be held a week earlier—to-day, the 23rd, at 1 Grainger- 
street. A good attendance is desired at 3 p.m.
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Another meeting will be held to-day (April 23) at 102 Birch- 
grove, Porth, for the purpose of organising a Branch of the 
National Secular Society. All Freethinkers in the neighbor­
hood are requested to attend.

We have just received the following letter from Melbourne : 
“ Dear Foote,— I have for years been wondering if I should 
ever find an opportunity of paying a visit to England. I have 
at length made up my mind to visit you in about a year from 
date, if I can possibly raise the means and can get someone 
to supply my place here. If general business should improve, 
it would pay one of your younger men to visit Australia ; but 
of this I can only speak doubtfully at present. I shall feel 
obliged if you can find room for this in the Freethinker. With 
best of good wishes to yourself, Mrs. Foote, and family, as 
also to all our friends, yours truly, Jos. S ymes. ”

Miss Emma Bradlaugh writes to Miss E. M. Vance 
thanking her and Mr. Foote for the effort that is being made 
on her behalf. She is gone for a time to a country cottage 
which has been offered her by an admirer of Charles Brad- 
laugh. We hope there will be a full and free flow of sub­
scriptions during the next few weeks.

W hat an Infidel Did !

W alt  W hitman, the great American poet, made his home for 
four years in a small attic in Washington, where he lived on 
the poorest fare, earning what he could as newspaper corre­
spondent, and spending every spare moment in the soldiers’ 
hospitals. See him enter the wards with cheerful face and 
hands full of flowers, laying them on the beds as he passes 
with a nod or a kind word. Every sad, wearied face brightens 
as he passes. He sits for hours by the wounded, writing 
letters for others, and receives farewell messages. Dying 
men pass away in his arms, soothed and comforted by his 
presence, when their need was sorest. Four years of this 
incessant hospital work broke his health, and he had a stroke 
of paralysis. This magnificent man had become a life-long 
invalid in the service of his suffering fellows. Truly his life 
was his most beautiful poem.

As Others Saw Him.

An Opponent's Opinion of our Great Leader.
“ T he life of Bradlaugh shows that character and power 
are ten thousand times more to the people than mere opinion. 
Here was one who, as Browning has it, was ‘ ever a fighter ’ 
— strenuous, eager, unsparing, often bitter and hard ; but he 
had, as was said of Byron, ‘ the imperishable excellence of 
sincerity and strength.’ ”— Daily Chronicle (Dec. 10, 189,1).

The Value of Prayer.
When the giants of social force are advancing from the 

sombre shadow of the past, with the thunder and the hurri­
cane in their hands, our poor prayers are of no more avail 
than the unbodied visions of a dream.— Right lion. John 
Morley, M.P.

Heinrich Heine.
The spirit of the world 

Beholding the absurdity of men—
Their vaunts, their feats—let a sardonic smile 
For one short moment wander o’er his lips.
That smile was Heine !

— Matthew A mold, “Heine's Grave."

Obituary.
1 have to report the death of an old Freethinker, Samuel 

Laycock, of Bright-street, Sianningley, near Leeds, who 
departed this life very suddenly on Monday night, the 10th 
inst., and was interred in the Baptist Burial Ground, Bramley, 
on the 13th inst. He was 76 years of age, having been born 
at Bradford in 1823. He leaves three grown-up daughters 
to mourn his loss. The usual Burial Service was read over 
him. He was a Radical in politics, a temperance reformer, 
a member of a small Branch of the N.S.S. at Stanningley, 
but not an active member. He was, and had been, a member 
of the Leeds Industrial Co-operative Society nearly from the 
beginning of that institution. He was for some time one of 
its directors. He took an active part atone time in education 
in this suburb of Leeds. We can fairly say he was a man 
who strove for liberty, progress, and the good of humanity in 
general. H. S mith.

Edward Fitzgerald.

“ That same gentle spirit from whose pen „
Large streams of honey and sweet nectar ^ovifp cnscr.

E d w a r d  F it z g e r a l d , a great English poet, died^ 
1883 almost unknown. Only a few people had 
heard his name. Indeed, the general public llild. 
little chance of hearing it. He was so shy and re ^ 
that he took more pains to avoid fame than ot lt'rlj1ich 
to seek it. He wrote about remote subjects, "  j 
appealed only to cultured people. When his 
Tennyson dedicated “ Tiresias ” to Fitzgeral , 
tribute seemed merely the outcome of friendship- 
average reader discounted the praise of that

...... golden Eastern lay,
Than which I know no version done 
In English more divinely well.

It is said that a man is known by his friends, j* ôn 
be so, the world has small need of a formal introdIu ^  
to Fitzgerald. He was a man of many and 110
friendships. At school he made acquaintance ^  
Spedding, the editor of Bacon, and at C a m b rid ge  ^ 
Thackeray. The years that followed united 1 fl) 
Alfred Tennyson, Hnd his brother Frederick 1 eDt({e0ce 
Carlyle, Bernard Barton the Quaker poet, La" 
the painter, and others.e pctiiiier, ctiiu ULiieis.

Fitzgerald’s biographer, like the im mortal km e» n ¡itborn
ear ashas no story to tell. Edward Fitzgerald was 

Bredfield, near Woodbridge, in 1809, the same y gt. 
Tennyson and Darwin. He was educated at ’^ vved 
Edmunds, and afterwards at Cambridge. t|l0u^
no profession after taking his degree. Till j^53> ^ed 
he often shifted his quarters, he lived mainly in a tj,er's 
cottage at Boulge, near Woodbridge, near his 1 yfloO&' 
residence, Boulge Hall. He was in lodgings m  ̂ ^\\ 
bridge from i860 to 1874, when he settled in at tbe 
house of his own outside of the town, name > oj 
wish of a lady friend, Little Grange. And efr,aifle. 
Little Grange,” as he liked to sign himself, he r ^  is 
till he died, aged seventy-four, in June, 1883- 
buried in Boulge Churchyard, and a rose, *-ran {43#® 
from the tomb of old Omar Khayyam, has been v 
over his grave. cfe of “j

From this it will be seen that he lived the 
recluse in Suffolk on the North Sea coast. tjoOate,’ 
Carlyle saw in it all only a “ peaceable, at e jjfe. 
ultra-modest man,” and an “ innocent, fa r  nli a*j,
Like Shelley, he had a great fondness for tlw 0l
a great affection for fishermen and sailors. "
viking, the hero-fisherman of Lowestoft» c oer<? 
know as “ Posh,” he numbered among hlS ^ undu 
friends. The viking succumbed eventually j
devotion to Bacchus, but that did not trouble 
for he was no harsh judge of human frailties. . t'1 ^
enough, the man who gave us Omar’s R uD -: 
immortal rhapsody of wine, women, and s ori 
very abstemious. He was a vegetarian, allCjjng-
nearly killed his friend Tennyson by persua1 

o, to turn vegetarian for some six week 
The little Fitzgerald wrote was all pu

mously, except S ix Dramas of Calderon, in 1 ajpparilGj 
curiously, the new popular edition of his 1IlC|0l) of ^  
poem, by a publisher’s error, has no me'1 to * 
name on the title-page. He wrote a rnef y art£,I1k[e 
edition of the poems of his friend, Bernard 
1849. Two years later he printed his r

earec
,ublishe ^

arm iour euiuons 01 111s immortal versid*1 , •,
Khayyam came out before his death, the 11 Sy-y, 
ing in 1859, the year of Darwin’s Orig1,1 flf
apparently without gaining any immediate rL ^¡tiO1’

j y

1 in
dialogue, Euphranor. Polonius appeared F ( j
rendering of the Agamemnon was publish*3 ^  0!,‘ (. 
and four editions of his immortal version ^ apPf,;*,

Other works appeared in Mr. Aldis W r ig h t
his Literary Remains (1889).

W e have spoken of Fitzgerald’s friend: 
companion of such giants must have been

iship^io^ 
n0 °r,y,ti^

man.
\V* r -i

Nor would it be possible to LeeP 1 
uninteresting letters to such men for /lCrOI- gf;1'* tt)0 
century. Fitzgerald’s letters, then, we tak^ l^ t,
are not dull. In fact, they arc among 1 respofl 
language. He was truly a delightful ? aPt rj j  K 
and his letters are charming and very P1̂  v̂-aS 1 
on account of their heterodoxy. His tas
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Places°°kS and fr’ends> familiar jokes and familiar 
andCs; ^ 's sPec"Ial literary favorites were Cervantes 
she I C°^’ and Montaigne and Madame de Sevigné, 
his f Crsê  a lover of Montaigne, and with a spice of 
1 -  bought and speech in her. O f course he
other ,mar Khayyam, who made his fame, and that 
hondo ° ?‘WorM Freethinker, Lucretius. He hated 
hike °Ti '° r many things, but chiefly for hiding nature, 
him a loreau, he knew by instinct the life that suited 
from it âd w 'sdom to refuse to be turned aside 
of o m' , ^ any justification were needed, his version 
Peta/S ^ S Wonderful R o s e  o f  th e  H u n d r e d  a n d  O n e  
immortV,°Uld enough- The perennial charm of that 
soUnd jr Poem is, that it voices with no uncertain 
men’s m'6 scePt'cism at the bottom of all thoughtful 
his Ve . s> and makes magnificent music of it. In 
drear̂ s (¡°n O m a r  K h a y y a m , this shy dreamer of 
selves reamed one dream more lasting than we our- 
h’nder’ u!" le’ 0r very Suffolk coast he lived on. 
Ôck-hĝ 6 sPed of the poet we, who grub among the 

°f Poesv^u0  ̂ t*le woldd’ may enter the magic realm 
°f that . §’*ves all who care to read the freedom 

ânscenHln-:ient Eastern city of dreams, which far 
°uf in th S l*- mystery and splendor the Orient men go 

°h, : * shlPs to see.
Sees his v-m.0rtals of literature ! The old Persian poet 
^oturigj *f10n and his dream, and writes it, and eight 
t e sPace1p Ce t'le tired merchant, forgetting for a 
'kin the w 11S counting-house and ledgers, lives a freer 
n-n<? r°ses '°nder ând ° f  your genius. Here are nymphs 

his isi - grotesque imaginings and human memories. 
reams indeed ! Under thy opiate wand he

r dream for one little hour— and is refreshed.
M im n er m u s.

Richard Carlile.

to

( Continued from page 252. )
acc0̂ Cií-r<Lf<do!T1 the press,” says Mr. Holyoake
a c e j ^ e d  in 1829, something more remainedOfr»i ^COmnl* l “** csuuicLiiuig m u ic icuuim cu

discus^ . ed’ which was the freedom of publicth,
Pris■; USht. and on this subject Carlile set his

°nednew *n i 8°o ^ r’ ^aytor w a s  prosecuted  and im- 
¡n hij racter ~ u C a rlile  w a s called  into action  in his
hVoĴ hoilse - rmmedintAlr rnnvprrpH a 1 arirf» rnnm
>0

re„ T̂ uuse fi, AT 'mmediately converted a large room 
sef j iscussio' 1 wet-street, into a Sunday-school ofJ f̂ulhad and «nr?’ and introduced a public debate on all 

ot beetl' xCa  ̂ ob jects on the Sabbath Day. This 
"ation i d° ne before by anyone anywhere. By a 

his ijlG §f°t Mr. Taylor well supported in prison, 
"del J'.ra'jorl accompanied him to Cambridge,

ivt, y>scmt-lSsionary, to challenge the University to 
k!?.rPoni USSl°n. Tl,o„ ------- 1 -̂--- r * J —  --

sUb a0t

as'hn ,1Derati^„ " ~ v ...
Public a .del missi ° n accomPanied him to Cambridge,

ssion. 'p 
presenting 

every ,
cd p J j  -

a u ' - ev‘ David Thom, of Liverpool, who

^eptej0 • to every0^ -a Pr'nted circular of public
Shall, ■ a

priest on the road. Only one
J. 8̂3̂ . at the y -  — «.viv* X 11U111, UL L.lVCipU U l, W11U
°r PuKi- in 0nset and withdrew. This was done 

c 1Ro^ed

1 I q ’J A  L  « V U l l U L ^ t V i  1  i n o  VV U O  W V / 11V.

nieetin,, 6 ,sou8'ht a larger sphere of action-Ilio* 1 O “  *- ie lla ti U1 (IUL1UL1
ies f ,aa his own dwelling house, andh'0thnda Series" nis owr

t°Ssess; ’ ln Bh,,i r .u ild in gs and theatres called the„1 uuucun
•“  B la ck fria rs-ro a d .

Ss'on o f th is b u ild in
feeViHi, : °ut' which
;>  b 

sPeP̂  >n

Soon after he gained 
s  the second F rendi Revolu- 

^°ndonCtl g .a Ye  a  new impetus to political 
J thg a his thpai l iv in g  to every man liberty of 
f̂ hlic J 'uhlic men ' ( S| t'le Rotunda was attended by 
t> at tbe p tingrs tlm° L10(:e out ° f  Parliament ; and the 
tiC day , °VertniP„? became so frequent and so large 
tl?1' >n p as that n alarm, and the prophecy of
/b^didn^aad. Wi^v,otunda would cause a Revolu- 
tb^^ii .,?*■  Molest 1 ■ the Tories remained in office 
tb;Ht1 thevi tc,,lpts\ 1' U.n \ Probably they were sick of former 
C & 't w o ^ f o V v  J Ì f  W hiRs no sooner took office 

of T Dontbs’ m . e war on him, and caused him1 "-US wu 111111, rtiiu LaUx-JLU m m
tĥ e i4 .;°udon.' ..Ij'Prisonment in the Compter of the 
iior!Vhiirn A y°, AleT - R°bert Taylor [author of‘Or nik a JTVi"s P,  T. woDert lay io r [autnor ot
V ^ O n *  dthinistrnt-^^] was also prosecuted under dUnn. ..ser r nation. nn,i m, , . ................. •*fl/nd^l,’̂ er I-ane' ^011’ and hlled out two years in 
htid [?Se Wer txaol, for his preaching in the
*su£arliu\re th

lCai part Was desrays, of Church and State tyranny, 
1 ° f that to fecl the claws of the ecclesi- 

1 °*d monster. In 1834 and 1835

he passed ten weeks more in the Compter for refusing 
to pay Church Rates assessed upon his house in Fleet- 
street. When his goods were seized he retaliated by 
putting into his window two effigies— one of a bishop, 
and the other of a distraining officer. Subsequently the 
trinity was completed by the addition of a devil, who 
was jovially linked arm-in-arm with the bishop. This 
curious sight naturally attracted the attention of large 
crowds, which led to Carlile’s being indicted as a nui­
sance. He was sentenced to pay a fine of 40s. to the 
King, and give sureties in ^200 (himself in ^jioo, and 
two others in ^ 50 each) for good behavior for three 
years. He refused, however, to involve anyone in his 
troubles ; no security would he give, neither would he 
truckle to the minions of power. “ They have sentenced 
me,” said he, “ to three years’ imprisonment. So much 
for their leniency ! It is a mockery to say that I may, 
if I please, purchase my liberty. I cannot do it. I shall 
have more liberty in prison than in walking the streets 
at the discretion of one set of men, and at the hazard of 
^100 penalty to two others. It is a case in which I 
will not interfere to abate one hour of my imprisonment. 
When the gates are open to me I will walk out, but I 
will not pay or do anything to procure release.” Carlile’s 
total of imprisonment amounted to nine years and four 
months.

Carlile had always been Republican ; even at the out­
set of his career, when traversing London to find cus­
tomers for the Black D w arf he had disliked Cobbett’s 
Register because “ it did not go far enough.” Before 
his imprisonment he had identified himself with the 
extreme party of reformers. He was present at the 
Manchester Massacre (Peterloo), and narrowly escaped 
being captured. The ignorance of his person on the 
part of the soldiers and police secured his safety. He 
was threatened with dangers from other quarters also. 
Edwards, the Government spy, the main instrument in 
hatching the Cato-street conspiracy, attempted to in­
veigle him into secret illegal practices, which, however, 
his native good sense rejected. Edwards took a shop 
next door to Carlile, where William Hone had published 
his famous Parodies, and under various pretences courted 
Carlile’s society. He talked to him about meeting the 
Archbishop of Canterbury in Windsor Castle, as a 
modeller, and undertook for him a bust of Paine. 
Speaking of this, Carlile says : “ I revere the name 
of Thomas Paine ; the image of his honest counte­
nance is constantly before me. I have him in bust in 
whole length figure ; for which I have to thank the 
late Government of Liverpool, Castlereagh, and Sid- 
mouth, who appointed Edwards the spy to this task—  
he who, when he failed to get me hanged, caused the 
death of Thistlewood and others.” Secret practices had 
no attraction for Carlile ; he preferred to do everything 
openly in the light of day. Not, indeed, that there was 
any tincture of timidity in his composition ; no more 
resolute, intrepid man ever breathed. When other 
reformers shrank back he always pushed forward. 
Said he : “ Timidity may be seen sitting on the coun­
tenance of almost every politician. He speaks and 
speculates with a trembling which generates a pre­
judice in others. As it is the slave who makes the 
tyrant, so it is timidity in the politician which creates 
the prejudice of the persecutor.” Even a resort to 
physical force he would have approved and assisted 
in, if no other method of remedying abuses had been 
possible, although he never did see reason to sanction 
any particular act of violence. “ In the beginning of 
my political career,” he wrote, “ I had those common 
notions which the enthusiasm of youth and inexperience 
produces, that all reforms must be the work of physical 
force. The heat of my imagination showed me every­
thing about to be done at once. I am now enthusiastic, 
but it is in working where I can work practically rather 
than theoretically; and though I would be the last 
to oppose a well-applied physical force, in bringing 
about reforms or revolutions, I would be the last in 
advising others to rush into useless dangers that I 
would shun, or where I would not lead. I have long 
formed the idea that an insurrection against grievances 
in this country must, to be successful, be spontaneous 
and not plotted, and that all political conspiracies may 
be local and even individual evils. 1 challenge the 
omniscience of the Home Office to say whether I have 
ever countenanced anything of the kind in word or
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deed. I will do nothing in a political point of view 
which cannot be done openly.” These surely are wise 
words, and evince that Carlile had learnt a lesson of 
political wisdom a whole generation before many more 
ardent but less sagacious reformers.

Carlile’s Republicanism was of a purely practical 
type. “ Liberty,” said he, “ is the property of man : a 
Republic only can protect i t ” ; and on behalf of that 
Republic he ever faithfully labored. Even against the 
powerful disparagement of William Cobbett he boldly 
championed it. Y et he would never listen to Socialistic 
schemes, no matter by whom propounded. “ Equality,” 
said he, “ means not an equality of riches, but of rights 
merely.” He once discussed Socialism with Mr. Lloyd 
Jones, and, as might be expected, treated it as chimerical 
in the present stage of human progress, and probably of 
but little advantage in any.

As an editor Carlile was industrious and indefatigable. 
His literary ability was never transcendent, but he wrote 
nervous terse English, and always showed a thorough 
knowledge of his subject. Thomas Paine was his 
model ; for Paine’s practical spirit much resembled 
his own. But he depreciated other writers with unjusti­
fiable severity: their impassioned prose seemed to him 
flighty, because he was not a man of passionate nature. 
O f Milton he wrote with graceless asperity, apparently 
forgetting that it was nothing wonderful that the great 
Republican should be ignorant of political reforms 
deemed advisable by people who had the advantage 
of living nearly two centuries later. Milton’s noble 
Areopagitica will be read and admired, and his name 
revered, when much of Richard Carlile’s writings will 
be utterly forgotten.

Carlile’s deficient education was at first a deplorable 
detraction from his editorial efficiency, but he gradually 
remedied the defect by dint of assiduous self-culture. 
During his long imprisonment in Dorchester Gaol he 

•continued to edit the Republican with increasing success. 
The circulation reached as high as 15,000 ; and in all 
'fourteen volumes were issued. After its discontinuance 
he edited other religious periodicals, the Lion and the 
1Christian Warrior;  and each of them with ability and 
success. G. W . F o o t e .

(  To be continued. )

The Glories of this Century.

( Concluded from page s jl.J
“ W e have had some poets ourselves. Emerson wrote 
many poetic and philosophic lines. He never violated 
any rule. He kept his passions under control, and 
generally ‘ kept off the grass.’ But he uttered some 
great and splendid truths, and sowed countless seeds 
of suggestion. When we remember that he came of 
a line of New England preachers, we are amazed at 
the breadth, the depth, and the freedom of his thought.

“ W alt Whitman wrote a few great poems, elemental, 
•natural— poems that seem to be a part of nature, ample 
as the sky, having the rhythm of the tides, the swing of 

:a planet.
“ Whitcomb Riley has written poems of hearth and 

home, of love and labor, worthy of Robert Burns. He 
is the sweetest, strongest singer in our country, and I 
do not know his equal in any land.

“ But when we compare the literature of the first half 
of this century with that of the last, we are compelled 
to say that the last, taken as a whole, is best. Think 
of the volumes that science has given to the world ! In 
the first half of this century sermons— orthodox sermons 
— were published and read. Now, reading sermons is 
one of the lost habits. Taken as a whole, the literature 
of the latter part of our century is better than the first. 
I like the essays of Professor Clifford. They are so 
clear, so logical, that they are poetic. Herbert Spencer 
is not simply instructive— he is charming. He is full of 
true imagination. He is not the slave of imagination. 
Imagination is his servant. Huxley wrote like a trained 
swordsman. His thrusts were never parried. He had 
superb courage. He never apologised for having an 
opinion. There was never on his soul the stain of 
evasion. He was as candid as the truth. Haeckel 
is a great writer because he reveres a fact, and would

not for his life deny or misinterpret one. He tells " 
he knows with the candor of a child, and defends 
conclusions like a scientist, a philosopher. He sta 
next to Darwin. .[

“ Coming back to fiction and poetry, I have 0 
admiration for Edgar Fawcett. There is in his P° 
thought, beauty, and philosophy. He has the c°ur 
of his thought. He knows our language, the e/^eS't 
of verbs, the color of adjectives. He is in the k'n 
sense an artist. I think Kipling is a man of real ‘
He has the freedom of winds and waves, and he K 
the heart of man.” Uf,

Colonel Ingersoll is inclined to make merry 
Caine’s wooing of the clergy by means of the soc

recent efforts
stage

I am

nd

not
The
thor

buskin. He was asked :—
“ W hat do you think of Hall Caine’s 

to bring about a closer union between the 
the pulpit ?”

“ O f course,” said Colonel Ingersoll, 
certain as to the intentions of Mr. Caine. I sa' utl 
Christian, and it did not seem to me that_ the a .fl|y 
was trying to catch the clergy. There is ce 'ipit, 
nothing in the play calculated to please the P j 0hn 
There is a clergyman who is pious and heartless. ^ efl 
Storm is the only Christian, and he is crazy- you 
Glory accepts him at last, you not only fee*' ¡n the 
know, that she has acted the fool. The lord 
piece is a dog, and the real gentleman is the c , e pulp.'1 
runs the music-hall. How the play can please t r ¡̂s 
I do not see. Storm’s whole career is a failu^' ¡s 
followers turn on him like wild beasts. His re 
a divine and diabolical dream. W ith him mur e q \̂s- 
of the means of salvation. Mr. Caine has strllCpje b»s 
tianity a stinging blow between the eyes. hyp0' 
put two preachers on the stage, one a heartie ^  (̂C. 
crite and the other a madman. Certainly I arn-0yed 
judiced in favor of Christianity, and yet I en|.  ̂
play. If Mr. Caine says he is trying to bring tbe 
and the pulpit together, then he is a humorist» 
humor of Rabelais.” . e sce°cS

“  W hat do recent exhibitions in this city tiff 
from the life of Christ indicate with regm" 
tendencies of modern art?” . g

“ Nothing. Some artists love the sombre, 
choly, the hopeless. They enjoy painting

' To them grief m a The)
F

love to watch the mourners. The falling cl 0̂ys, 
music. They love the silence, the heavy 1 j
sorrowful hymns, and the preacher’s rcrn‘![.c get>e[y 
feelings of such people do not indicate artfst  ̂
trend of the human mind. Even a p °°f

be"e

form, the tear-filled eyes. uwm g**— .
There are people who find pleasure in funeraoj s

_____ _  .................. ... ............ ^
hope for success if he represents something^}, tiff f 
many millions are deeply interested, aroU11f hl2 an oi*\pm any uum uua d ie  uecpi^ u n c ic s n u , f he a‘ ■
emotions cling like vines. A man need nor 
to make a patriotic speech, a speech that .a?. 
audience. So an artist need not be g rea,.

je(
i0 o °fV

All
aUUiL.liCU. till aiL1 3 L 1 1UL L # y g
satisfy, if his subject appeals to the prejut 
who look at his pictures. . ^rist' f.

“ I have never seen a good painting °* a0cl c ¡¿1 
ic Christs that I have seen lack strengt^^y 

acter. They look weak and despairing. )0gy> „ > 
unhealthy. They have the attitude ot ‘l”vef s® 
sickly smile of non-reSistance. I have n^0 telj^y 
heroic, serene, and triumphant Christ. . fe. jn 
truth, I never saw a great religious P1 ¡cficff*c'.(rtji>' 
lack sincerity. All the angels look almos 0{ b 
their eyes is no thought, only the innoce ^
ranee.

I think that art is leaving 
and is getting in love with the 
Troyon put more genius in the repreS' 
than Angelo and Raphael did in angels

afl.
the celestial, ^ g

the nat3 áti«”i r f 5
N° K  »
tiffil as
rep

• f tiff.
to

m°st £o&! /

been painted of heaven that is as beau ^  
scape by Corot. The aim of art is fri '
realities, the highest and noblest, the 
The Greeks did not try to make men 
they made gods like men. So the great 
day go to nature.”

lik® f, oi 
art>st

go to nature.  ̂5tioU> a
Is it not strange that, with one exC l̂|3y ltal,il

. . iF
th* y

d ynotable operas written since W agner 
posers instead of German ?” . ins'5! ^ 1

1 For many years German m u sic  
W agner was not a composer, they n° 
produced only a succession of disco

€
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Ger°rJ|nt ôr ^ is by the fact that the music was not 
They i"1 Bis countrymen could not understand it. 
Gerl 'ad Ao he educated. There was no orchestra in 
eloqu ŷ that could really play Tristan and Isolde. Its 
them tu '*S Pathos, its shoreless passion, were beyond 
t° Pro 1 *”ere 's 110 reason to suppose that Germany is 
p-iv, , Cuce another W agner. Is England expected to 
^  another Shakespeare?”

mthseeker (New York). R. G. Ingersoll.

Brother Jones’s Performance.
h r • ♦  1
'n.'°ve. 1CTf̂  We'l to state at once that Ebcnezcr Jones is not 
"'¡th |3 a takes two to make a love-match, those familiar
Physio "ezeJ W|h not wonder at this, for his peculiar 
rr>ai(J> ^n(jlriy ls enough to damp the ardor of any amorous
Ç°nv
'nfo,

cause her rather to sigh for the seclusion of a■ ent thanV â , , .
arm t0 Ior the bliss of matrimony. Yet, if anyone can 

^^here n°iS a P'ace that is a thousand miles away from 
undv: ° se’ be will receive Ebenezer’s eternal gratitude 

1 iezer iŝ a *eCA'°n by return post. This is why. Brother
"hich ]le 1 a m°st respectable grocer, and the rapid way in 
'"’e staypj i'S ffrown fat and prosperous, whilst his rivals 
c'nvy of i,:_ -a.n and hard-up, has made him the wonder and
A ° ~ -  his

f. --uao m a u c 111111 m v VY VJHWVI
lellow-tradesmen. Some of his ways may bel lcr sino-1,1 “ wvv-uaues 

S r  isni ular. and there is certainly a rumor that his fresh10 taiiâ y tx 1 umvn mat 1*10 uvoi
er° ‘s no P?s.ccl ° f yellow ochre and fat bacon, though 
n°s I!.,cnce (barring the taste) to support this.

thei
g'-VY ls _

T e l l e r  was—also a leading light at Brother 
t,yet!nR-hous ’ and. when at last the debt attached to the 
a' foment to cpIm^  w'pcd °ut, they decided to hold an enter
self? 
to 
Bi

Of .’““ t 10 PpJ 1 • GUI, HJLV̂y WGG1UGU tG nwiv-i an V1UV1-
If̂ '̂ .and sohCbrate- dle event- Now, Brother Ebenezer is 
, .i^'aduW ?r 'ndividual, who never likes to display' him- 

le 111 senseless frivolities, which are alike harmful
, „„1 ■ vet in response to. — aliu injurious to the soui , j  contribute a

c0nju -e s repeated solicitations, he consen arrived, and,
after 11?̂  Performance. The fateful day a .  ̂ ông  prayer,
’!r<nher'sb' e had °Pened th e  p roceedin g e'n ^ S ister fo llow ed
"ith “ i'^nooP g a v e  us a  recitation  , tl „ „o th e r  B rother
o C edI n) ,t0 be Queen o f the May,” a B rother
lo n ib T 11 a ^ng. Then Bumble announced
hand trtl Very 'dndly consented to Pfff°ra. ^ trembling fit; h u t , ^ 3-. Instantly Jones was seized with a trem ^  
Hadt htoRermg to his feet, and smooth111® Jn reply to the 
<kaW,n way to the platform, whence he b _ , announce­
ment  ̂applause which greeted the chai near by,
llei a n  ter see'"1g that his book on conmnng * *  ains 
to p f  aa a neat little speech which he had taken
C F lr^ a t ' " -

and

rt1(.nidl the east> the prepared speech was neat enough, 
ace?, and'"ei-_M1 '1C ®ave was something like this : “ Gentle- 
to n̂ u0.01®1! aT t r’ Chairman, ladies, and gentlemen! Un- 
Una^'ic sno.,i.- am to public speaking, I am  unaccustomed 

D,Clistomec] ’ an<f> 'n fact, I may say that I am—er— 
of fUr‘ng the ° Puhhc speaking— er— as I said before !” 
hvo'lwhich f C - n> U.s. clapping of hands and stampingb,

¡tfte n̂ r BUm, , o>. l*e req 
tint’s l adi,1g the m mped

1

„ k - r r .  C 'S f

... s - r « “ S  t

to Bought, placed it in one of the egg-cup^ pleasure of
I? hold, and, striking a reduced to

nshe S his pastor’s piece ot cam wonder-

struc ’̂ whilst the audience were sP®1''’i°U"n the face, the 
imate’Uraad tum ble was growing P“  P Guide once «1 
°b,mv COnJUrer consulted his Complete . . •when v,ft®cntte and dim. ■ eri'"JPit

Ijg' •'•»td iXlld ''■x y 1113 v s t i l l u c  unt-c mvjic.
in nG<1̂  : “ reader, imagine his feelings

Pamm an old rag for the handkerchief,
^ ^ r i n mn u “V he egg‘cuP’ and set it alight.” 
sm'i c°ld eg10r> of 1 • tfle ‘root row swam before his eyes, 
0, ‘ 1i, ana °̂tatoog 'It stomach he experienced a sensationb  &  bid “t i .  «eOcc Uevil, rejoicn*11“ was about to smile a kind of sickly 
I^Torl Who ;s aj n° :

Bunib
fefore, he doubtless still had one in his

barviire<t trTr? 's’ niore, when an idea— prompted by 
c„.. berpj., h>m. t>. ' )’s seeking whom he may devour—

new, invariably carried two
c<v .^ercV !*im. >> seekm

hes- and i° ckct. ̂ Wall »aD> li.  ’ Anseen, nm  dïe . wretched Ebenezer could secure 
deRr^Schem cd With0a ;1 a 5,he other egg-cup, all would yet

^dan„e,ae Wb7i th, ‘ his

-  ' ,ac0d h'

1 thought, the deluded grocer hit 
thought would save him from

aed Ullnself v
the ailtj. ‘rectly behind Bumble, and sternly.... ,u.

grl̂ a, threap, nnd .̂Hf? ,to watch the ashes which showed 
hiiri l,ly (i:ather 0f fh Jones— under the iniluence of 
Hav;and n«aPPear ’ .talsehoods— said “ would be seen to
steahu? divPady folded ’ wh,en g°ne, the handkerchief, un- 
Pa Jh"y p’̂ k d  thed* 7 oa,d be seen in the other cup.” 

r’ He C?d his ha' î01?11011 °f bis audience, Ebenezer 
a|aiost ium, ,U1 the pocket of his unsuspecting 

P°d for joy when he realised that his

surmise was correct; but, concealing his emotion, he firmly 
grasped a portion of Bumble’s extra handkerchief. Then, 
pretending to be only giving a magic wave of his hand, and 
shouting loudly “ Presto ! Presto ! 1” he gave the kerchief a 
sharp jerk. My clever and accomplished reader, have you 
ever beheld the expression of the dying miser, as he realises 
that he and his beloved money must part at last; or the 
murderer, as he hears his judge pronounce the last dread 
sentence of the law ; or the newspaper editor when he receives 
an unstamped “ Ode to Spring ” ? All these and a thousand 
others were mingled in the expression of brother Ebenezer, 
when, as the handkerchief came out, a piece of twist tobacco 
rolled upon the platform, and a bottle containing some liquid 
refreshment broke as it fell upon the floor. It would be im­
possible to describe the feelings of the unfortunate Jones as 
Bumble suddenly wheeled round and gave him a left-hander 
on the nose, and kicked him off the stage ; neither could 
anyone imagine how the audience stamped and roared and 
laughed and screamed and whistled, until brother Snoop 
turned off the gas and dispersed the meeting. The language 
of Bumble is altogether beyond reporting; and the only' 
thing that remains to be said is, that if anyone can inform 
Jones of a place that is a thousand miles from anywhere else, 
where he can rest his weary head and collect his scattered 
thoughts, his information will be paid for by Ebenezer’s 
eternal gratitude and undying affection—as I said before.

E rn. T. Coombe.

Correspondence,

R E  MR. GOULD’S FUNERAL SERVICE.
TO  TH E ED ITO R O F “ TH E  FR E E T H IN K E R .”

S i r ,— Had I been a promiscuous listener to Mr. Gould’s 
funeral service, on April 1, at Leicester, as reported by that 
gentleman himself in the Freethinker of April 9, I had 
certainly found it very, very hard to realise that I was listen­
ing to a Secular burial service. Your respected contributor, 
putting his discourse forward as a model, seems to me to 
court criticism. I therefore hope he will take mine in good 
part.

In two short sentences we have the word “ soul ” thrice 
repeated, and the word “ grace ” once. In paragraph 1 we 
have spirit so referred to as to leave it open for any Christian 
to claim that it is used in a religious sense. Ditto of the 
“ material form of the child.” Then, again, we have “ the 
religion which consists in doing good.” “ Sanctified,” 
“ holy,” “ salvation.” In a word, Sir, we have in this short 
discourse as many vocal symbols of the widespread super­
stition that Secularism seeks to uproot as would set up in 
trade any revivalist preacher. Now, sir, if Mr. Gould uses 
these sacerdotal terms in their etymological signification as 
distinguished from their ordinary acceptance by the religious 
world, I suggest that the language of fairly educated people 
will supply him, or others, witli far more appropriate means 
of expressing themselves on so impressive an occasion as a 
Secularist interment, the main idea of which is that all such 
sacerdotalisms, to the Secularists present, are simply mean­
ingless jargon.

Our religion, as by law established, teaches that good 
works apart from faith in Christ are evil. I know of no 
Secularist that either knows, or believes in, any religion that 
“ consists in doing good.” We all know that Thomas Paine 
defined his religion as doing good ; but we also know that 
the good works for which we honor his memory had no more 
to do with his religion than with his clothes.

To my mind, such words and phrases are as much out 
of place in a Secular funeral service as they are when they 
appear in the ordinary conversation of those good people who 
are supposed to have ceased to be influenced by them—that 
is to say, the people who call themselves Secularists.

T . J .  T iiu r lo w .

It was a Catholic bishop who told this joke on himself: 
“ I was suddenly called,” he said, “ from my home to see an 
unfortunate sailor who had been cast ashore from a wreck, 
and was lying speechless upon the ground, but not quite 
dead. 1 The life’s in him still, your reverence ; he stirred a 
little.’ So I stooped down and said to him : ‘ My poor man, 
you’re nearly gone; but just try to say one little word, or 
make one little sign to show that you are dying in the true 
faith.’ So he opened one of his eyes just a wee bit, and 
said : ‘ Bloody end to the Pope !’ and so he died.”

“ I suffered agonies,” said the Bishop of Johnsminster, the 
other day, “ in having to suppress my laughter. We were 
assembled to consecrate a church, and in the procession was 
the Banner of St. Mark’s Schools. There was a lion—a very 
fierce-looking one— with terrible claws and teeth, and under­
neath was the legend : ‘ Suffer little children to come unto 
me.’ ”
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC. POSITIVISM.
[Notices o f Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, 

and be marked “ Lecture Notice,”  i f  not sent on post-card.\ 
LONDON.

T he A th en/EUM H a ll  (73 Tottenham Court-road, W .) : 7.30, 
C. Cohen, “ The Benefits of Unbelief.”

B a tter sea  B ranch : Meetings every Monday at 8.30, at 8 
Atherton-street, Battersea.

B radlaugh  C lub and In stitute  (36 Newington Green-road, 
Ball’s Pond): 8.30, A Concert. April 26, at 8, Second Annual 
Complimentary Concert and Dance.

C a m berw ell  (North Camberwell Hall, 16 New Church-road): 
Every Saturday, at 7, Debating Class. Sunday, at 7.30, W. 
Heaford, " Miracles and Medicine.”

E ast London E th ical  S o cie ty  (Bow Vestry Hall, Bow-road, 
E.) : 7, H. H. Quilter, “ John W esley.”

S outh  L ondon E th ical So cie ty  (Surrey Masonic Hall, Cam­
berwell New-road, S.E.) : 7, Stanton Coit, “ The Personality of 
Christ.”

W est L ondon E th ical  S o cie ty  (Kensington Town H all): 11, 
Stanton Coit, “ Nietzsche and Self-deification.”

O pen-air  P ropaganda.
B atter sea  Pa r k  G a t e s : 11.30, E. Pack.
B r o c k w ell  Pa r k  (near Herne-hill Gates): 3.15, R .P . Edwards, 

“ The Teachings of Jesus.”
C am be r w ell  (Station-road): 11.30, R. P. Edwards, “ What 

would Jesus D o?”
E dmonton (corner of Angel-road): 7, A. B. Moss, " The Drama 

of Christianity.”
F insbury Pa r k  (near Bandstand): 3.15, A  lecture.
H ampstead  H eath  (near Flagstaff): 3.15, Mr. Easton.
FIyd e  P a r k  (near Marble Arch): 11.30, F. C. Davis; 3.30, 

Mr. Pepperno, “ Did Moses Write the Pentateuch?”
K ilburn  (corner of Victoria-road) : 7, W. Ramsey.
M ile E nd W a s t e : 11.30, W . Heaford.
T he T riangle (Salmon Lane, Limehouse): n.3o,W . J. Ramsey. 
S tr a tfo r d  (The G rove): 11.30, A lecture.
S. L. E. S. (Peckham Rye): Mr. Newland.
V icto r ia  Pa r k  (near the Fountain): 3.15, C. Cohen. 
W estm inster  (Grosvenor Embankment): 11.30, E. White, 

“ God is Love : Is it True?”

COUNTRY.
B irmingham B ranch (Prince of Wales Assembly Rooms): 

Mrs. H. Bradlaugh Bonner— 11, " The Gallows and the L ash” ; 7, 
"T h e Queen’s Reign of Peace.”

C hatham S ecular So ciety  (Queen’s-road, New Brompton ) : 
2.45, Sunday-school ; 7, Miss Zona Vallance, “ The Right Solu­
tion of the Religious Controversy in Education.”

E dinburgh  (Moulders’ Arms Hall): 6.30, A. Paul, “ Atheism.” 
G lasgow  (Lecture Hall, n o  Brunswick-street): 12, Discussion 

Class— Mr. Strathearn ; 6.30, Social Meeting.
G reat Y armouth  F re eth in k e r s ’ A ssociation  (Freethinkers’ 

Hall, bottom of Broad-row). Thursdays, at 8.30, Elocution Class. 
Sunday, at 7, A  lecture.

H ull (Friendly Societies’ Hall, No. 2 Room) : 7, Peter Miller, 
“ What has the Christian Church Done for the Blind ?’’ 

L eicester  S ecular C lub (Humberstone-gate): 6.30, A lecture. 
L iverpo o l  (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square): For lecture see 

Liverpool Daily Post of Saturday next.
Manchester  S ecular  I-Ia ll  (Rusholme-road, All Saints): 

R. Forder— 3, "T he Bibleand Ancient Monuments ” ; 7, “ History 
and the Gospels : Do they Agree ?” Tea at 5.

S h effield  S ecular So cie ty  (Hall of Science, Rockingham- 
street): 7, Pleasant Sunday evening— Vocal and instrumental 
music, recitations, etc.

S outh  S hields (Captain Duncan’s Navigation School, Market­
place): 7.30, Business Meeting.

W est S ta n le y  (Co-operative Hall) : 8, J. McCabe, “  The 
Meaning of the Catholic Revival.” April 24, at 7.30, in the Board 
Schools, J. McCabe, “ From Rome to Rationalism.”

Lecturers’ Engagements.
C. C ohen , 17 Osborne-road, High-road, Leyton.— April 23, 

a., Victoria Park ; e., Athenamm, Tottenham Court-road ; 30, 
m., Mile E nd; a., Victoria Park ; e., Athenaium. May 3, Mile 
End W aste; 7 and 14, Manchester; 21, Birmingham Conference.

A rthur B. Moss, 44 Credon-road, London, S .E.—  April 23, 
e., Edmonton. May 7, m., Clerkenwell, a., Victoria Park ; 14, a. 
and e., Brockwell Park ; 21, m., Mile End ; e., Victoria Park ; 
e., Stratford. 28, a., Hampstead Heath. June 4, m., Hyde Park; 
e., Hammersmith ; 18, a. and e., Brockwell Park ; 25, m., Batter­
sea.

H. P er cy  W a r d , 5 Alexandra-road, Edgbaston, Birmingham. 
— May 7, Birmingham.

R. P. E d w ar d s, 52 Bramley-road, Notting-hill.— April 23, m., 
Station-road; a., Brockwell Park; 30, m., Pimlico. May 7, m., 
Hyde Park; a., Hampstead Heath; e., Hammersmith; 14, m., 
Ridley-road; a. and e., Peckham Rye; 21, m., Limehonse; e., Mile 
End; 28, m., Pimlico; e., Edmonton.

“ Reorganisation, without god or king, by the system 1 
worship of Humanity.”

Information and publications on the Religion of Human'L 
may be obtained free on application to the Chute11 
Humanity, Ncwcastle-on-Tyne.

Price Sixpence. Handsomely Printed.

S H A K E S P E A R E
A LECTURE BY

C O L O N E L  I N G E R S O L L .

“ A powerful piece of literary and philosophical crl j;,- 
Ingersoll’s glowing style, his forcible logic, and his acu*1- 
crimination make his panegyric of the Bard of Avon aln*° w 
interesting to read as, no doubt, his lecture was inspirltl » 
hear.”— The Stage.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

THE BEST BOOK
ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, I BELIEVE,

TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND PRAcTl 
OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.S.S. ^

760 pages, with portrait and autograph, bound in cloth, gW ̂
Price is., post free. p

In order to bring the information within the reach of tbe ¡1! 
most important parts of the book are issued in a pamp',le |L,; 
pages at one pen n y , post free 2d. Copies of the painP 
distribution is. a dozen post free. . “ Mr'

The National Reformer of September 4, 1892, says ' fthe
Holmes’ pamphlet...... is an almost unexceptional statenW
Neo-Malthusian theory and practice...... and through)311 Ue 111
to moral feeling...... The special value of Mr. Holmes s®|ly 11
the Neo-Malthusian cause and to human well-being Sen . 0f 
just his combination in his pamphlet of a plain statem) , ac <  
physical and moral need for family limitation with a P*aI” ;1]1 C& 
of the means by which it can be secured, and an offer 1 
cerned of the requisites at the lowest possible prices.’ , ¡e) Pr' 

The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. Dry1) ^5. ] 
Allbutt, and others, have also spoken of it in very high 1°

The trad e supplied by R. For d e r , 28 Stonecutter-strec ,
E.C. Other orders should be sent to the author, 0$,
J. R. H O L M E S , H A N N E Y , WANTAGE, /

p d ’W. J .  Rendell’s “ Wife’s Frie
Recommended by Mrs. Besant in Lcivv o f Population  ̂ P psTo*. 
Dr. Allbutt in Wife’s Handbook, p'. 51. Made ONLY d11 
Chadwell-street, Clerkenwell; 2s. per doz., post frcC ; j0pe* 
in larger quantities). For particulars send stamped en'

Important Caution.
B ew are  of useless imitations substituted by some " d‘ 
chemists, the words “  Rendell & Co,” and “ j .  IV. R®a 
being speciously and plausibly introduced to deceive tn

Loo k  for  A utograph  R egistered  T rade
Mae>{

No. 182,688*
***̂ ri* I

In Red Ink  on each  bo x , w ith o u t  w h ich  none arE ^
lligginson’s Syringe, with Vertical and Reverse Cu '1® C ,[) 

4s. 6d., and 5s. 3d. Dr. Palfrey’s Powder, is. 2d. f jof" 
pound, is. 2d. Dr. Allbutt’s Quinine Powders, 3s' P 
prices post free.

Just published, price id., by post 2d.,

A Child’s History of Jesws*
E. Pa c k , 10 Henstridge-place, Ordnance-road, St. John’s Wood. 

— April 23, m., Battersea Park ; a., Regent's P ark ; 30, m., Lime- 
house ; a.. Regent’s Park. May 7, m., Mile End ; e., Edmonton ; 
14, m., Hyde Park ; a., Hampstead Heath ; c., Kilburn ; 21, m., 
Station-road, Camberwell; a., Brockwell Park; e., Peckham 
Rye ; 28, m., Battersea Park ; a., Regent’s Park.

B y  MRS. E. C. RAE.
F.London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street^j^

I' ESSONS IN FREN CH .— Monsieur J ules 
J  Pupils. Easy plan and efficiency guaranteed. y],C‘ 

moderate. Address, 32 Store-street, Bed ord-squarc
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Now Ready. Forty-eight Pages. Price Sixpence.

INGERSOLL’S GRAND NEW LECTURE
ON

SU P E R S T
Which is attracting immense audiences in America.

LONDON: R. FORDER, 28 STONECUTTER-STREET, E.C.

works BY F. J. GOULD.
of Religion. 154w __ In three volumes. Vol

No WoflcV°f' “ •* 209 PP-T'SS. 6d.; vol. iii., 292 pp., 5s. 
c°otains surl tbe same s'ze and dealing with this important theme 
'""fiber anjn a mass Of information. The facts astonish by their 

superstit'entrance by their interest. The First Volume unveils 
v'aracteristi!°ny )  ̂ sav’ages and primitive man, and delineates the 
Arabia Chela religions of America, Finland, China, Egypt, 
Ola ^0rfians *t i.:®yida> India> Japan, Persia, the Kelts, Greeks, 

Testain  ̂ ,• Second Volume takes to pieces the whole of the

St6
p- '-ala,merit 1*. “ r UUi/nc leucca iu pieces LUC W11UIC tile
p ,.s‘. The lasf 1‘®ralllre, and explains the origin of the various 
pi p ohapter takes a wide sweep, and describes the 
of tip8 into the nmen‘. °f Early Christianity. The Third Volume 
seB e phristia most difficult historical problems, traces the growth 
anaira!'°n of th movem5nt, the lives of Paul and Jesus (with due 

Vs\s 0f ^  e tjrythical elements), and affords a Rationalistic 
i.Ppifip. o. ° 6 °Uhe New Testament books.
loivr.. tones ■Thft „ AKs;. Cloth10 Agnosticism. With Preface by G. J. 

^ ¡n t r  J '  96 pp’> Is- 6d- by P°st IS- 8d-
atidh°v inS the chr6 -e ' 3d' ’ by p0St 4<3-
tritic; evv Testn, °n°'ogical order in which the Books of the Old 

St". W;.C llen‘s appeared according to recent Biblical 
contemporary events.

■7 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, E.C.

fiotes on

OF F R E E T H O U G H T
Q- W. Foote.

See

cfl? " C IS
Piety.

°nd Series (cloth), 2s. 6d.

S S Y,ad1'
êlch;

~«vcs on t ~J ^ ie Jewish Sabbath— God’s Day 
fV&h’s Cih ITlni0rtal>ty— Paul Bert— Converting- a 

1?. Christ anil Rrotherhnnd—The Sons

ThUsAre
Christ and Brotherhood— The Sons 

As  w’elp me God— Infidel Homes— Are 
Atheists Wicked ?— Rain Doctors— Fioussajth »v iulcu r— Kain i^ociors— nous

Relip-; le ”— Believe or be Damned—  
l̂ Chri*t?n •ant  ̂ Money— Clotted Bosh— Lord 
^^ristian^111̂  anc* Slavery— Christ Up to Date

r-i u • .. —•« ATxuiicy Clotted
"n<J ChriR? ‘?nity  and Slavery— Christ 

Jfifidlî̂ fiir I,0* Folly la?lty— Altar and Throne— Martin Luther

< « ï in Hell— The Act of
Poor— Converted 
the Bible— Mrs.

\,n(i tVn "fitond '-fibot- "M\Cr~~’l'he Poets and Liberal Theology—  
, Us C?f\ ‘he n Mj , dllnS--An Easter E gg for Christians 

luiTJehovM^6" “'Sm irchingji H e ro -K it MarloweBeti,‘stfi. 'Save° radhauehV<ln thu dipper— The Parson's Living 
h-.i^t,.e,fiC'rL ‘he «¡1,. “ ackslide ? — Frederic Harrison on 

Great ,rt !~ ForK>ve and F o rget-T h e Star of

i ° S*~At-eiSm and the French Revolu-—us—i> — the Derby— Atheist Murderers 
d° n = R  Rose-Water Religion.

0rtler, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.
°fisgj _>the peo ^

iri on V U r 'r jJ f1’ Strand (opposite Somerset
cC < ^ f°UrBheost QuauTy Ci N IT F- 2S‘ « •  e ^ h ; upper or 

T L .if v ^ ^ h e n  L i Shea?h i upper or lower, ¿2.< KPpil,:k, 2‘ °eth 5°u pay 'A s p i r e d ;  repairing or alterations 
8' H ; a PUtin ®0r* ‘ ban the above, they are fancy 

XtraCtion \ 1S* each ; on 18 ct. gold, 15s. ;
’ •» painless by gas, 5s.

P E C U L I A R  P E O P L E
AN OPEN L E TTE R

TO

MR. JUSTICE WILLS
ON HIS SENTENCING

Thomas George Senior
To Four Months’ Imprisonment with Hard Labor 

F O R  O B E Y IN G  T H E  B IB L E .

BYG .  W .  F O O T E .
Issued  b y  tiie  Secular  So cie ty  (Ltd.), 376-7 Strand, London.

Price One Penny.
Copies can be obtained for free distribution at 2s. per hundred. 

Gratis parcels of copies can be obtained by N, S. S. Branches' 
&c., by applying to Miss Vance, Secretary, 376-7 Strand, London! 
W .C., or to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Price 3d., by post 4d.,

The Secular Almanack for 1 8 9 9 .
E dited  by  G. W . F O O T E .

Contents:— Calendar for 1899.— The Future of Freethought. By 
G. W. Fo o te.— The Work Before Us. By C harles W a t t s .—  
Outgrowing the Gods. By C. C ohen.— A Freethinker’s Pro­
phecy. By F. J. G ould .— The Hooligans of Superstition. By 
A. B. Moss.— The Unrealities of Superstition. By W. Heaford. 
— The Secular Society, Limited.— Information Concerning the 
National Secular Society.— Freethought Lecturers.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C,

Thwaites’ Household Doctor.
THE BEST BOOK

to have by you whenever you are not as well as you would like 
to be. Within its pages you will find a Treatise on most Diseases, 
and how to Cure them with Herbs, which are Nature’s Remedies.

P rice S ixpence— Po st  F ree.

G. THWAITES, 2  Church-row, Stockton-on -Tees.
List o f Prices Free.

N ON-POISONOUS PAINTS.
Resist all Atmospheric Influences. Samples Free. J. Greevz 
Fisher, 78 Chapel Allerton, Leeds ; or S. R. Thompson, 23 Chals- 
worth-avenue, Walton, Liverpool.
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INGERSOLL’S NEW LECTURE

T H E  D E V I L
Price Sixpence, post free.

LO N DON : R. FO R D E R , 28 ST O N E C U TTE R -STR E E T , E.C.

NOW R E A D Y , STOUT P A P E R  C O V E R S, I s .; CLO TH , 2s.THE BOOK OF GOD
IN TH E LIGH T OF TH E H IGH ER CRITICISM .

With Special Reference to Dean Farrar’s New Apology-

By G. W. FOOTE.
LO N D O N  : R. F O R D E R , 28 ST O N E C U T T E R -ST R E E T , E.C.

M E A S U R E M E N T  FORM.

! L ounge C o a t .
Length of back .........................................
Half width of back ..................................
Centre of back to full length of sleeve ....
Round chest, over vest..............................
Round waist, over vest ..........................

¡Ve s t .
Centre of back to opening......................
Centre of back to ftill len gth ...................
Round chest over vest ..........................
Round waist over chest ..........................

T rousers.
Round waist over trousers ...................
Round Seat .............................................
Inside leg seam .........................................
Outside leg seam ‘.....................................
Round thigh.................................................
Round knee.................................................
Round bottom ............................................

R em ark s.
Trousers lined or unlined .....
Trousers side or cross pockets
Vest, collar or not....................
Height .......................................
A g e...... .......................................
Occupation ...............................

New Spring Patterns
For Suits, Costumes, Dresses, and other 

kinds of clothing, sent post free to any 
address.

A G E N T S

W A N T E D

E V E R Y W H E R E .

3 Tons
of M anufacturers’ Remnants-

Fop 27s . 6d. Fop 27s. 6"'
For 27s. 6d. j

For 27s. 6d. For 27s. a
d ^I am making a first-class all-wool, fashionably cut an gait)' 

finished Lounge Suit to measure (or 30s. for a Shooting ^  
These remnants are all perfect, and just as good, for a j ¡p'e 
tical purposes, as if each Suit were cut from the piece. j /  
bought them at about half ordinary price. T h e  quantw otM> 

selling enables me to cut down prices for making all£0 ef, 
expenses, and I am positively offering a clear saving 0 
customer of at least 33^ per cent., which is a &
6s. 8d. in every £, you spend.

SEND FOR A SUIT TO-DAY.

You cannot Afford to Miss these
__ _________________________________ _________ ___ .__ p

1,000 Freethinkers can each have a packet of Free Cj° ' 

free of cost by sending a Post Card giving name and

J. W. G O TT, 2 & 4 Union St., B r a d f o r d - ^
Printed and Published by G. W. Fo o te , 28 Stonecutter-street London, E.C.


