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The Rev. Annabel Lee.
a . •

of Amer' LEii ^0E’ '̂le most finished and quintessential 
the earlv*Can son8'sters, died miserably in a hospital at 
"'eaktiessa?e thirty-eight. His life was marred by 
Jarnes h ’ but no*- stained with crime ; and, as brilliant 
the first r ” ay Wrote> in a delightful little preface to 

he never'1'011 ^oe tbat was launched in England, 
fianecl.” ^.Pr°fianed his genius, whatever else he pro- 
fiim a cj .. * j beautiful and affectionate wife died, leaving 
, afi loved'° 6SS w'h °wer> W hatever his failings, they 
eetions nf 0Jber truly, and he embalmed his recol- 
S° Personal er *n b's l°vely “ Annabel Lee.” A poem 
°r. Phgiar' an<̂  sacrecl might well be immune to parody 

'̂Sht be i ' P o e ’s darling, his life, and his bride 
c t to sleep peacefully 

. jo  the sepulchre there by the sea,
heast Of all , ln ^er tomb b y  the sounding' sea. 
nUt this - ° u!d another versifier desecrate her repose. 
Uchanan *S ®v'fiently not the view of Mr. Robert 
Prefix \vĥ  i bas " hfted ” Poe’s title and given it 

j e s\Veet ’i .  makes it ineffably ludicrous. Fancy 
S the styieC lfrin& bride of the American poet assum- 

|. clerical °u reverend, dressing herself up in a sortgarh -----
en°ugh to an°  orat'n8f from open-air platforms !

Ptblis

^ nch send a shudder through the proverbial

X t h  ^

Sîèï
‘0 J : WitheoSS about this in view of Mr. Buchanan’s

•,r. "sfied b'v f tna^  Lee : A Tale of To-Morrow, is 
a â lc addr . .Ar*hur Pearson, Limited, whose tele- 
hov^f^l fitnpSS ls " Hiimoursome, London.” There is 
t0 e • With SS a^ouf this in view of Mr. Buchanan’s 
i[r jPetrate ^  a smHe upon his face, he has managed 
prey Uchanan i?!1̂  Joke; of two hundred and fifty pages. 
heav'Sely a \v;t ld not mean it to be a joke. He is never 
He /  lauded a humorist, and he is always a little 
gr0,,V.rites . . ’ this occasion he is intensely serious. 
’nfiefAnl> at fW ^gandist. His object is to refute the 
reacp ’ be , r̂'alism ” of modern civilisation ; unless, 
of >  ivhich ,;rely bent on exploiting the temporary 
Ho\v " Caine ‘n against it, after the fashion
may if n°Vel ^YHson Barrett, and Marie Corelli.

mu0 a ^bll fvi Utatlon is sure to be a failure. It 
Ôafin̂  be from or a brilliant-failure, but a failure 

turns ,̂ nt pUrp . very nature of the case. A pre-
PuPpetbe artist 1 1S tbe death of art. It necessarily
tbem ;„S| bis a .partisan. His characters become

vices and virtues amongst
rnem ; > nis d- -  « partis;
< > b i t^ bution Ofvs 
other

. 1 vji vices ana virtues ciuiuii^sl

”'er ii?1 r̂0lTl the'10 Un!latural, and the course of events 
s°nai D a certairf rea<jtions of his characters upon each 
UP to^edeterm;n ®nv'lronment, but from his own per- 
s?me fatUre faj .A ’° n- Instead of holding the mirror 
' w,‘ Che ul]y. he uses a double reflector, likeh'S:b;r°ad a^re then1S(uedtlng'"houses in London, where the 
C.Pfe.w, fat as Ves long and thin as they enter, and 
i j .e> and a o ve lE -p  0ut A11 the personages who 
Wk-lcioUs &°od • 1 S 0Wn sentiments are handsome,
he^ lbe n° s W  ?up their/. very failings— and it is 
v avfiy I Persona£yp .lem a êw— lean to virtue’s side ; 
fils? HUali^<VedS cVhou represent the opposition are 
Dr C°bi(it, es -hat n by being endowed with just the 

> S v re' and to K -SUre to bring about their own 
t  g,. ?f their ei&hten by contrast the merit and 

> a b ê hanaJ santag°nists.

n0U,Ce ba!6’ a little 1':°• be briefly summarised.
lo '^ Phed Uui Ĉ ht’ 1K:in-  in an af e. wben 

Dat , a u.'J her brntund Superstition is scotched if
r/e' SkS aeath m a couple of years older than 

6 Cannot b^p readfld shock to her sensitive
leve, as all about her do, in

consonance with the Religion of Humanity, that her 
brother is really dead. She fancies he still lives “ up 
there.” By and bye, after a magnificent education, 
she reads old Christian documents, becomes a dis
ciple of Jesus Christ, and goes about preaching his 
religion. One of her companions is a musician named 
Uriel, whose body was injured by an accident in child
hood, and who has been classed amongst the Unfit—  
persons forbidden to marry and produce offspring to the 
detriment of the race. But he is a Christian, after all, 
and she resolves to marry him, in spite of the law. She 
is therefore arraigned before the great Tribunal, which 
sentences Uriel to death and herself to a period of 
seclusion. But a number of her adherents are in Court, 
mostly superstitious people from the remote North, and 
her exclamation, “ Save us in the name of God 1” 
stirs up a tumult, in which Uriel is killed by the hand 
of her rejected suitor, Eustace Combermere. The Rev. 
Annabel Lee thereupon walks out of Court in triumph, her 
followers bearing the dead body of Uriel as the “ first 
m artyr” of the Man-God’s religion, which seems 
destined to carry everything before it. But at this 
point Mr. Buchanan writes “ Finis.” He stops where 
the interest really begins. To go farther would have 
overtaxed his powers.

The woman preacher of the religion of Jesus Christ 
might have beendepicted as a Catherine Booth oran Annie 
Besant. But that would not have interested the general 
run of novel-readers. Mr. Buchanan knows his public, 
and gives them what they want. Here is the descrip
tion of Annabel Lee at the age of eight :—

“ As she sat there the dim light crept in and touched 
her on the hair—hair of a rich reddish hue with waves of 
gold in it, falling in ringlets on her shoulders. Her fore
head was low and broad, her face a perfect oval, her nose 
delicately shaped on Grecian lines, her lips full and pas
sionate, her grey eyes full of wonderful agate gleams......
Her hands and feet were small, the fingers long and 
delicate, and tipped with the faintest rose.”

Here is her description twelve years later :—
“ Annabel Lee was now twenty years of age, and she 

was as beautiful as her name— perfect in form and face 
as one of those Greek maidens so much beloved by 
painters and sculptors. Slightly yet strongly built, tall 
and graceful, with rich red-golden hair, dark grey eyes 
full of agate gleams, a broad, low forehead, a delicate 
nose and lips, and a firmly moulded chin.”

Considering the task this young lady has before her 
— namely, that of upsetting the splendidly-organised 
Humanitarian civilisation of the Twenty-first Century—  
this description is worthy of a penny novelette. A “ deli
cate nose shaped on Grecian lines” is no sign of power, nor 
is a “ low forehead,” however “ broad,” a sign of intellect. 
No woman, or man, shaped in that fashion, ever wrought 
a revolution— unless accidentally. Cleopatra had a 
Grecian nose, for she was a Ptolemy, not an Egyptian ; 
and she had a broad, low forehead ; but the tumult she 
made in the world was not by intellectual or moral force, 
but by the sensuous witcheries of the “ serpent of old 
Nile.”

W e do not wonder that Mr. Buchanan felt it neces
sary to give her a powerful colleague in her evangelis
ing. Preaching chiefly in the open air, her extra
ordinary beauty and enthusiasm “ held her hearers 
spellbound,” but the samples afforded of her eloquence 
are not very formidable, and it is not surprising to hear 
that her “ chief help and stay ” was the musician Uriel.
“ W hat her words failed to effect,” we are told, “ his 
music constantly wrought— it was so soul-compelling, so 
wonderful, so ju ll of the power of the Unseen.” It was
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a Moody and Sankey arrangement, carried forward from 
the nineteenth century to the twenty-first— so unoriginal 
is Mr. Buchanan’s share of “ the prophetic soul of the 
wide world dreaming on things to come.” W e are even 
treated to a whole page of poetry, sung at one of the 
Rev. Annabel Lee’s meetings. Here again originality 
throws up the sponge. The hymn is by the late Roden 
Noel. Like the Psalmist’s body, it is fearfully and 
wonderfully made. Take the following sample :—

W e are fain, we fain 
O f mortal pain,

W e are fain of heavenly sorrow,
As a gentle rain,
She will sustain—

W ait only till to-morrow.

“ W hether it was the words or the music that wrought 
the spell,” we are informed, “ none can say, but many 
who listened were strangely moved, and more than 
one hearer broke into sobs and tears.” Surely, Mr. 
Buchanan, it could not have been the words, unless the 
Twenty-first Century population were reduced to some
thing like cretinism.

The cream of the joke is that the lady who revolu
tionises society with the aid of such hymns is the “ most 
brilliantly intellectual woman ” of her time. She has 
studied all sciences. She knows everything worth know
ing— and evidently some things not worth knowing. She 
has even studied all the great religions. Amongst 
other achievements, she has “ brooded over the sadness 
of Death with Buddha.” W e suppose this must be 
reckoned a fine expression, but it betrays a superficial 
acquaintance with Buddhism. It was the sadness of 
life, rather than the sadness of death, which Buddha 
pondered. Life itself was to him a curse instead of a 
blessing ; and the great thing to be aimed at, after any 
number of reincarnations, was not Immortality, but the 
snapping of the ties of personality, and the absorption 
of the individual into the Whole from which he emerged.

G. W . F oote.
(  To be continued.)

M i s s i o n a r y  J o t t i n g s .

T he conclusion of my winter lecturing season leaves 
me with little to chronicle in the way of fresh develop
ments in Secular activity; but this circumstance is com
pensated for by the fact that I have not to record any 
diminution of Freethought propaganda. During the 
past ten weeks I have been wandering up and down 
the country lecturing in town and village, and if the 
record of so much lecturing is apt to prove monotonous 
reading it is, at least, a monotony of good work in a 
good cause, and with, all things considered, satisfying 
results.

in Scotland it is pleasing to find that the development 
of Freethought still continues. Glasgow is still more 
than maintaining its position, and, with increased 
membership and larger meetings, is able to pay con
siderable attention to the surrounding districts and to 
open up fresh fields of propaganda. The Motherwell 
Branch has also quite justified the favorable opinion 
I had formed of its members, and, besides carrying on 
its own regular propaganda, arranged, with the assist
ance of Glasgow, for meetings in W ishaw and Carluke. 
Unfortunately it rained heavily during the time I was in 
this district— a circumstance that interfered considerably 
with the meetings. Still, there was a fair attendance on 
each evening, and a good sale of literature; while 
several new members were enrolled. When I was at 
W ishaw last I was opposed by a gentleman who put a 
number of questions that were evidently inspired by a 
sincere desire to understand the principles of Secular
ism. I replied to them as well as I was able in the 
brief time at my disposal, and after the meeting had a 
further conversation with the questioner. The result was 
that when I returned I was gratified by the news that 
he had become a member of the Motherwell Branch, 
and had the further pleasure of seeing him act as chair
man for me at one of my meetings. Before I leave the 
Motherwell Branch I may mention that the members 
have set to work to form a library, and as the bulk of 
them are reading men those who have any books to 
spare might do worse than send them to the secretary.

At Paisley, besides 
tried the experiment 
These were the first 
tried in Paisley, and 
one had anticipated.

lecturing on two week-nights, 1 
of two meetings on a Sunday 
Sunday lectures that had been 
were more successful than an)" 
There were good meetings both

afternoon and evening, the audiences following " . 
commendable attention all that was said. The OPP 
tion was confined to a couple of sermonettes frorn.-nlr 
Christians, to whom Secularism was evidently some » 
new and wonderfully strange, and a few words n°  ̂
quack doctor, who, among other remarkable things» 
listened to my father lecturing on behalf of Christ13 ^  
a few months previously. This circumstance was a ^  
more remarkable, as my father had never trodden a pa^ 
platform in his life, and has been dead these nine y ‘ { 
This is the second time this year I have heard of m} ' ,

-wandering ab -— or ought I to say my father’s ghost?— wandering 0f
as a Christian Evidence lecturer. I have been accus 
starving my mother to death at Chatham— much ° t̂ee 
surprise on hearing of the circumstance ; some j 
months before I was married it was publicly anno ent, 
that I had nearly killed my wife by my ill-trea j 
and now I find that I am haunted by a parental g 
striving to counteract the effect of my Secular ad' ^ 
Verily, the ways of the Lord’s followers are Pas 
comprehension !

At Dundee, where I delivered hree lectures, I / ^ fT\. L U11UCC, YVUCiC 1 UCUVCICU -I1ICC ' 1

found the audiences larger than I had anticipate ■cloud,
late years the movement here has been under a £|,e
but there is now every sign that the Secularists
town are preparing for as vigorous a campaig" ‘ 3lld
cumstances will permit. My audiences were yed
there was a much more sympathetic feeling .Lg  to
than on my last visit, although there was
complain of on that occasion. Still, the rnef*:11̂  gince
had been held in the open air by the local ftien  ̂^¡t I
I was last in the town had evidently borne £°? nios*
and, despite the fact that Dundee is not p̂a-
promising place in the world for Freethougb
ganda, there is little doubt that steady pl°a .^Jjy iflj
suffice to build up a good branch there. PraC.! ‘
only opponent was a man who, after plentifu J t)0u;

’

cif

V'“ V ...... ...... .. ....... ....... ....... r -- .jgg
buting handbills containing the old-fashioneo . 

Infidel death-beds,” etc., ventured a fevV
speech at the conclusion of the evening tnee D 
ran away when I rose to reply. r 0y

South of the Tweed I travelled over most 0 
«round in the Midlands and Tyneside. 1° * revi'e

Earimm J  „an attempt is being made by Mr. J. tW*
0i*the old North-Eastern Secular Federation, ^

into places where at present nothing is being ^  Vwere successful it would be the means of carrymg^g.
1

is impossible for small towns, where" only two u‘ 0p»' 
hreethinkers are living, to carry on a continuous P ¡¡e 
ganda. If this is to be done, these places 01 
woi ked either from London or from some t°"  refod> 
acts as a centre for the district ; and it is, th* VPC<1 
to be hoped that Mr.* Bartram’s efforts will be <*? to 
with some measure of success. I shall be g°‘ pwith some measure of success. I shan  ̂ 0r> • 
Newcastle in June to hold the annual rneet'c t̂jng 11 
Town Moor, and that might, perhaps, be a 1 ifllbê :l 
to convene a meeting of Durham and Nort . c

the

ill# 1’1 
ent 00 “

Secularists, and thus try and put the m o 'el”  
sound footing. t0 cap

At Liverpool I lectured for three Sundays ^ 
audiences. Unfortunately, the Branch lie,rC . cjj3ip 
encing some difficulty due to the laws agaij1-’ ue sencing some difficulty 
for admission on Sundays.
ings are held has a music licence, it is , 
purposes during the week, and the police ha'  cUlar̂ sq‘[iC 
the lessee of the hall that, if he allows the ^ee]jed. f|c, 
charge for admission, the licence will be can 0uDv¿(P 
result is that the lessee, who has no interest 1 ,jj
has refused to allow the hall to be used umcS .Jn u‘ gf
is free. This necessarily throws a g  i---- se»'
the resources of the members, as collectio ; .
never yield what a charge for admission b* i 
ever, up to the present the Branch has ha , fn¡en?
lectures than usual, and, by the kind off et °' et\d?
1C 1 1 nix, f-U/lf 1 fLrt T) mil V be Zuai „(Vis likely that ere long the Branch may bc 
hall that will be practically its own, and, 1 
the threats of the police will be treated 
tempt they deserve. The incident, combi|]e^ e5t 
has recently occurred at Birmingham an * *
should prove an instructive lesson to thos
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as no longer inimical to Freethought. Our 
an/¡tban°a 's bound to suffer until we secure fair play, 
tians LS e e r n s  ?n^ possible to obtain fair play from Chris- 
fair|.. y Putting it beyond their power to behave un-

frometC,tur̂  at Birmingham twice on April 9. Driven 
Co*mitt ° oar<̂  schools by the bigotry of the Board, the 
c°mf0 , nothing daunted, succeeded in securing a 

in a good thoroughfare for the con- 
the rnem̂  *̂ e Propaganda. Thanks to the persecution, 
arebeir)r*erS are more energetic than ever, new converts 
tile ana,?, tbe meetings are larger than ever, and
fonvarci a Conference on Whit-Sunday is being looked 
Hall )la °, w'th pleasurable anticipation. The Town 
there sk , f en secured for the evening meeting, and 
•My 0 u u be a great gathering on that occasion. 
Mthoul meetings were much larger than usual. 
'Huster'3̂  !j ra'ned heavily all day, there was a good 

âts We le afternoon, and in the evening all the 
Polled fQ e occupied, and a good number were com- 
"’4s 'Veil Stai?̂  during the lecture. The lecture, too, 
at the and the applause was long and hearty
P ârdsh' '  ̂be Birmingham friends appear to thrive
iirmi«khaPS’ aat  ̂ tbere 's 1'ttle fear for Secularism in 

One not/* Wb'̂ e tbe present Committee rules.
Mtnost C01Cef ble Mature of my meetings has been the 

every ^Plete absence of opposition. Nineteen out 
lc« nr8s pass off without the least 

/ tbe t\vp f-11'®' °ifered from Christians, and when 
lrtlest, si„nieth some fight is shown, it is of the 

°?P°nent i/*1' kind imaginableof
e*Ci

A courteous, clever
tbe 'u these days, an exception, the defence

ugf usually left to those whose best
opinions they hold is their ignorance

\vl, “ ,cy came by them, and their impc 
1 v may be said against them.

BostonMeCtU^ d  alcr> " " A
^ e k -"

°n, Hucn re  ̂ also to fair audiences at Blackburn,Uf|i LU Iclll clUUICIlCCS clL Olcl
s . ®rsfield, Failsworth, and other pi

tQ 1 '''US iU C C lI llg S  llclVC U U l UCC11 irl£>

t0 av[e been rt.°’ nor as I should have liked them 
qu J s’st theSe t be_ inability of the Treasurers Scheme 
0pe/  SuPport / eetinffs financially, owing to the inade-

S**lS • 1 y UUOVVLIl Ulj (U1U UlllLl piilLLJ)
6r°Us as* h* ^ ese meetings have not been

aces, on 
as

quat̂ oC tllese ; ___ _ . .  _____ --
I'edUPP°rt given to it, put a stop to new places being 

^tibliju , ',VeH as curtailing the work in places alreac y
°ntlv. becl- A n d -’"the m
st0rii'!..In.eeti although I did what I could to carry... x i.vjuiu w

.....^  £ £  than my circurn-‘Telu'gs—rather more, m ta > tViis direction 
■ ere together warranted—my e'}01 ^ :uye for one to 
sep 0!Ce-ss.arily very limited, ft  is ,'mP es besides,
iidif,cglv'ag free lectures and paying - P three work- 
'g.m S eHUa"y  impossible for perhaps '  equent on

Ul'dertake the inevitable tossconscq 
. Still .'"i? 011 of an unpopular propag 1 movement 
«*. ̂  ,,ttklnS all things into account, our
i^ch th~. sa'f1 -----

ki

and'
ini

'n the misght h’ 1? a*i ing steady progress. There is 
,ask t ^ o f  orp-an^. °.ne’ antf much that must be done, 
r aPpe bu‘Hl Un lsatl°n, but it is necessarily a difficult 
f!°0s (]aars to mnI\^>_rffanisation among Freethinkers.
®®1:iiig-s end u„ tllat large and enduring organisa 
l(ect . °r Press/1 <"]le Presence of either sectarian 

Cern j Secuti0n're oCm f^e outside in the shape ofC°tic« Persec,/-S:
O d ,  itUtl°n.
bio.ances , î . b'ds 
, Sotrv yhilg

>ti
>ntolpbe Ver  ̂ thoroughness with which
arari/a'lce Have been lashed, and their acter exnn^.i 1......., _ __ , . .........

So tar as the 
air to become

latter element is 
weaker as time

>al
« P r é :

ch*? th,

nas died
?.ent. ^as done much to weaken

Would be wrong to say that perse-but ■ T'"u out • tu ------0 — — j -----t-------
■ Jftisaki't n°  lonô- nat’ unfortunately, is not true ; it 

• shane ^ .v ^ ^ fe s t s  in a direct and easily
of . 
b r/ ec0lah —  t- U U  ° u a n p »  •  1 11  c i  U l i C L i  c i  111.1 c a s i i )

da°uShttr'fts Have n/fU\,the result that a ffreat number 
vS °f t h ° re them 0t t le  necessity for organisation

&anlfarastk!aiaugha-  Clearly as U was in the st0rmy
°n(

‘ida
he , SSarilv , ° T  c,emcnt is.0 d >  b g j y a n d  

« P a n  >  •

is concerned, our propa- 
up a "-ves it ProPerly weakens that. I am not 

th °e'v sect u-sw bc the object of Secularism to 
eyfat>iSati at auimate lth substantially the same sectarian 
err Pie ,?fns' Th:,;UUl niaintain the various religious 
of n.rs °f tt! tbe genti 'VOu^  be only emulating the 
- Chu/Chureh ll/ lan who formally renounced the 

^  to I ch °f Enel ,ome in order to embrace those 
Perly ^0 t0 vveat-and. The whole of our teaching

Pr0;
Po.
sy^ssor."0' „ W / t / 1 party °r  sectarian feeling, and 

at'on r-°f the ber claim to be the exclusive 
anoot i,e nciples we preach, or assert that 

°und outside the ranks of the

Secular Society. Our policy is, above all, to use a 
somewhat hackneyed phrase, a policy of permeation ; 
and, so long as we can broaden the public mind by our 
presence, and make the value of Secular truths apparent 
to the mass of the people, our existence will be more 
than justified.

I do not wish it to be understood that I undervalue 
organisation, only that I do not regard it as an end, and 
am indicating some of the difficulties that stand in its 
way— difficulties that are, to some extent, inherent in 
the nature of our principles and the success of our pro
paganda. An organisation we must have if we are to 
do our work thoroughly ; it is one of the instruments by 
means of which our battles are fought and our victories 
secured, and it were well if those who call themselves 
Freethinkers recognised this much more keenly than 
they do at present. The Secularists of Great Britain 
are by no means a small body, nor would they be 
uninfluential, if only the proper amount of combination 
could be effected. So long as we have to fight religious 
organisations that have at their command practically 
unlimited funds, that are powerful enough to mould the 
developing- minds of children in the interests of Chris
tianity, and to obtain the assistance of public funds in 
the work ; so long as there is a huge fund of religious 
feeling, ignorance, and prejudice for the Churches to 
appeal to, it is simply madness for us to leave things to 
individual initiative, unsupported by any organisation, 
and lacking the requisite funds to secure decent meeting- 
places and effective speakers, and then expect our prin
ciples to gain' the recognition they deserve. That we 
have progressed as much as we have done speaks 
volumes for the truthfulness of our position ; but, if we 
are ever to progress as rapidly as we would desire, it 
can only be done by all who value the name of Free
thinker and the cause of Secularism reviewing their 
position and circumstances, and doing whatever lies in 
their power to secure the permanent triumph of the 
principles they profess to follow. C. C o h en .

America’s Gain.

F r a n k l y , I admit that during my nearly four months’ 
sojourn in America my communications to the Free
thinker have not been what I intended. The fact is, I 
have been too ill to do anything. The second week 
after my arrival on this side of the Atlantic La Grippe 
caught me, and ever since I have been prostrate. I 
purpose sailing from New York, if I have gained suffi
cient strength to undertake the voyage, either on April 5 
or 12.

Under the circumstances just narrated, I have 
naturally not been able to collect any special news ; but 
one event has happened which I mentioned in a former 
article that calls for a few further comments— I mean 
the retirement from public life of the Rev. Dr. Talmage, 
which is regarded by most intelligent persons as a gain 
to America. The people here will have one less per- 
verter of the truth, one less misdirector of the youthful 
mind, one less vulgar exponent of orthodox Chris
tianity.

Perhaps the most distinguishing characteristic of the 
present age is its love of the sensational. W e see it in 
literature, in art, in the drama, and even in the pulpit. 
Hardly anything escapes its influence. The effect it 
produces upon the human mind is highly prejudicial to 
sober reflection and solid thought, and must to some 
extent be even incompatible with the true habits of 
business. It creates an unreal world, and fills the 
mind with pictures of things which have no counterpart 
in actual, every-day life. It is, in fact, a kind of 
intoxication, almost as objectionable as that resulting 
from the use of alcohol. The excitement to which it 
gives rise is, of course, pleasurable for the time being, 
and hence we do not wonder at its being sought for by 
large classes of persons, especially amongst those whose 
minds have not been trained by the systematic methods 
of science, or have received a warp by false systems of 
education. But it is the duty of every public teacher, 
who has the well-being of society at heart, to stem this 
objectionable tide as far as lies in his power.

That those who cater for the public in the way of
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amusement or entertainment should take advantage of 
the prevalent love of sensationalism is, of course, to 
be expected. One consideration naturally stands out 
conspicuously in their minds, throwing all others into 
the shade— i.e. , to produce what is likely to be profit
able. The aim of the novelist is to write what will sell, 
and of the theatrical manager to put upon the stage 
such pieces as will draw the largest crowds to his 
house. Neither of them, as a rule, is governed, or 
even professes to be governed, by any higher motives 
than the desire to furnish his patrons with amusement ; 
and of course the taste of the public must be considered. 
But there are other men who have the ear of the 
people, and who profess to be actuated by far higher 
motives than to merely supply amusement ; and with 
these there should be no pandering to a morbid 
taste, which must be admitted on all hands to be 
prejudicial to the mental welfare of those in whom it 
exists. This applies to every kind of public teacher, 
but most of all to the religious teacher, if the claims of 
his religion are true. The pulpit professes to be the 
highest moral agent in existence, and consequently we 
should expect it to be quite free from a tendency to 
sensationalism in any form whatever. The aim of the 
clergyman is, he tells us, solely to supply religious 
instruction, and to impart to mankind a knowledge of 
the great truths upon which his eternal welfare depends. 
His teaching, therefore, ought to be characterised by 
seriousness, sobriety, and, above all, by mental culture 
and intellectual power. O f course it is only fair to say 
that in many cases this is realised. Mistaken in their 
views as we believe ministers of religion to be, there 
are, nevertheless, among them honest, conscientious 
men, who do their duty according to the best light they 
possess. But there are exceptions to this— exceptions 
to which many of the others would probably object as 
strongly as we ourselves should do.

Those who heard the late C. H. Spurgeon know that 
he was not over particular in his choice of language, any 
more than he was philosophical in his preaching ; but he 
was refinement itself compared with Dr. Talmage. The 
latter is a sort of pulpit Miss Braddon, and for years 
he has week by week regaled his hearers with such 
sensational sermons as would throw into the shade 
half the novels of the day, and even the chief works of 
fiction of American origin that every traveller on 
the railway-cars is tormented with by the newsboys. 
There is hardly any subject on earth, or, indeed, in 
heaven and that other place which is the antipodes of 
heaven (if there be such abodes), that has not occa
sionally furnished a pulpit theme for the Doctor to 
expatiate upon. The dark and seamy side of New 
York and the bright and gilded side of the celestial 
regions he professes to be equally familiar with. His 
symbols and figures— and he is always an adept 
at these— are drawn from the most gaudy and 
the most glittering scenes of human life. His notion 
of heaven appears to be that of an earthly court with 
its tinsel display, its florid embellishments, its imposing 
grandeur, and its tawdry decorations. Regiments of 
spiritual soldiers parade its golden streets, and its 
denizens shout and clap their hands like the supporters 
of a successful Parliamentary candidate. This is not 
sober advocacy, but uncontrolled frenzy. It is usual for 
fanatical orthodox believers to dabble with subjects upon 
which they are least informed. This was so with Dr. 
Talmage when he delivered what was termed “ a pro
found and scientific discourse upon the Flood.” O f 
course the ark was made a peg upon which to hang a 
great deal of nonsensical talk about saints and sinners 
and the way of salvation, all of which may be passed 
over on this occasion. The point which does concern 
us is the following passage :—

“ We do not need the Bible to prove the Deluge. The 
geologist’s hammer announces it. Sea-shells and marine 
formations on the top of some of the highest mountains 
of the earth prove that at some time the waters washed 
over the top of the Alps and the Andes. In what way 
the catastrophe came we know not; whether by the 
stroke of a comet, or by flashes of lightning, changing 
the air into water, or by a stroke of the hand of God, like 
the stroke of the axe between the horns of the ox, the 
earth staggered. To meet the catastrophe, God ordered 
a great ship to be built. It was to be without prow, for 
it was to sail to no shore. It was to be without helm, 
for no human hand should guide it. It was a vast struc

ture, probably as large as two or three Cunard steam 
It was the Great Eastern of olden time.”

As large as two or three Cunard steamers ? Why 
the Cunard fleet, the W hite Star, American, 
other fleets put together, could not carry a quarter^

all
‘ and all the 

x of thê

freight which that ancient vessel is said to^’a' e , j  
tained, “ without prow ” and “ without helm.” An 
Dr. Talmage ought to have known that the size 0 etS, 
ark was not equal to two or three Cunard stea .fl 
It was about five hundred feet in length, ninety 1 .j.. 
breadth, and less than fifty feet high. It was c®r s0I11e 
without prow or rudder, and it was also without  ̂a 
other things, the absence of which must have ma ^  
very inconvenient vessel in which to sail. If *ia ^er; 
door in the side, and one window in some part or . e 
but, as there were three stories, it is difficult to 1 ¡^u|j 
how those who resided in it for so long a tune ^ 
obtain either ventilation or light. But did Dr.̂ J-j ^ ¡5

his
we

really believe that this story of the Flood and th®  ̂
anything more than a mythological fable ? 1
intelligence must 
estimated.

be of a lower order than

id
But the “ geologist’s hammer,” he says,.ha* { j o

the deluge apart from the Bible. Now, it is 
bad that a public man should thus attempt

mis
,der

lead and hoodwink those who place th e m s e lf  pr, 
his teaching and look up to him for instructs ' ¡ 0gf 
Talmage should have known that not only haS ” ,ed the 
not announced a universal deluge, but it has F  
contrary by demonstrating the utter impossm1 ^  of 
such an event ever happened during the eNlp0lled 0 
man upon the earth. Can any name be meU fabl̂ . 
any geologist of any note who believes in f j  o' 
universal flood? If there be any, we have no 
them. Their names certainly are not Lyell, J> y[ilkIF  
Mantell, Page, Geikie, Ramsey, or even Hugh _„nci'e 
the last-named of whom tried very hard tovery re
geology and Genesis. There are no doubt, we ^  sorne
: sea-shells and marine formations on the top  ̂ ût »j

idlutti jiiv loiiiiuuvuo v»* - pv-

of the highest mountains.” This may be tru  ̂ ^  
does not prove Dr. Talm age’s conclusion. j,o"' •' 
was not caused by sea-water, but by rain ; 311 s(*r 
heavy fall of fresh water could cause a ^e?°SjngeoU*P 
shells and marine animals it will require all the o {̂0 n> 
of a theologian to explain. Besides, the meI'c~̂ p 1 orf
geology knows that these deposits point to a t’h1? V
anterior to the existence of man upon the e‘ ur# 
that at no period were all the high mounta» 
water. No doubt every spot of dryland on °e
has been, not once, but many times, under t'^ rner'gei>ei
the great ocean, but certainly no such total ?.uDI'gis, 
of all the land at once, as is described in Hen. eyo^ f 
occurred. This geology has demonstrated _ „at 
shadow of a doubt. Besides, why should t q

3

the toPJ10animals have perished and left their remains y“ - __
0 * . mountains in consequence o f an i«cr \0}' 
quantity of the very element in which they 1 iv, L eo Prf  

the very organisms that would have ris^- 
It is the land animals that would have F~t,Q ll

these are the very organisms that would have e -  ^
served. It is the land animals that would have F
and for their remains we look in vain in th e * « <
and under the circumstances named. It >s jotf»
however, to know that men of intelligence nS  ¡ ^ c'
believe this story, and that such a man as . net5̂ ''
who held the sway over thousands of uninformeCf

■ ■ ■ His ret’F ,  V

lan as ^
uninform F.i fat1

and who has for years perpetuated this g  '’ ¡.¿tire1;1 
has retired from his work of delusion. f*i gC 
therefore, as I have already said, is a dist> 
the intellectual power of America. „

C harles

The Plagues of Egypt- they
As an example of Bible miracles which, suPP°S{ 
really occurred, exhibit a useless e x p e n d i t u r e ^  
power, the most notable, perhaps, is that of &  £Sod 
plagues of Egypt. In the inspired narrative yfo> 
we are told that “ the Lord,” after appear»«g ¡s
»n a burning bush, said

And now, behold, the cry of the children ¿ppu'' 
come unto me ; moreover, I have seen th j  » ¡ji) 
wherewith the Egyptians oppress them--,V‘g- fo( ^  
send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou niayest b pjfi 
people the children of Israel out of Egypt-” ^  tF 
shalt come, thou and the elders of Israel, u
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ofEa-,.1 £ypt> anil ye shall say unto him, Yahveh, the God ol 
we Hebrews, hath met with us ; and now let us go, we 
£ay thee, three days’ journey into the wilderness, that 
J  way sacrifice to Yahveh our God. And /  know that 
1 e *,ng  of Egypt will not let you go, no, not by a mighty 

And i will put forth my hand, and smite Egypt
1,1 all my wonders...... and after that he will let you

J "  (Exodus iii. 9-10, 18-20).

whe.'»°Ppression commc«ced before the birth ot Moses, 
not j0ŝ ere arose a new king over Egypt, which knew- - t josp  1 ,, -------- «■ UCW lYXUg UVCl JL^gypL, W111U11 iYUCYV

°ld. Tu and Moses was at this time eighty years 
• ^ f o r et; ^ ” " f ----------------- - ’ '|heref0r“c crf  ” ° f  the Israelites for deliverance had 

e taken nearly a century to make a favorable

í * w ¡ »
the Lord.” But if this deity was some-

coming to the assistance of his people, he
the '” L sure when thoroughly roused to action.
Sues Present case he decided to send a series of

> d e rs he ,,!he % yptians, so as to let them see the
a Pretext f Was ah'e to perform ; but, in order to afford
Sc° U r£ e s  0r the infliction of such a number of terrible
to "h a r/V h e  people of Egypt, he found it necessary
-plaSue a the king’s heart after the removal of each ’ As ai ~

In \uat least
Pia,

ka)e inci-ns an Omnipotent Being he could, of course, 
Pr’nSintr. the heart of Pharaoh to do his will without 
“ut, had |ln  ̂ ahhetions upon that monarch’s subjects ; 
> ld  j, le adopted this course, the people of Egypt 
tenders”6 jinovvn nothing of his power to work

a°d c-u ' "uer tl

,ers " i  - .
Ord s' • 1 n acc°rdance with this admirable plan, 
«\y|aic to his servant Moses :—  

hefore m thou ff°est back into Egypt, see that thou do 
hand • h, ara°h all the wonders which I have put in thine 
Pe°p|’. '  "will harden his heart, and he will not let the

t will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and 
'haraofi "y>’.s. ‘hr/lx and wonders in the land of Egypt. But

fhall ktnr * ,n°t hearken unto you...... and the Egyptians
l{Uít I  am Yahveh, when 1 stretch forth my 

pon Egypt,” &c. (Exodus • -  'cater
‘■ and

on ; iv. 21 ; vii. 3-5).
after the Lord had “ stretched forth his hand 

ers ” a  . e Egyptians some of his “ signs and
‘<AndU ls stated

f°r 1 have6iE°rd said unto Moses, Go in unto Pharaoh ; 
ijrvants // Widened his heart, and the hearts of his 
he"‘ t an,( m 1  }"ight show these my signs in the midst of 
ann a"d thm mayest tell in the ears of thy son,^ « a t t h f ur̂irl v Son's cn„ 7---/--- *** w**~ *-*V

signs thinSs 1  have wrought upon Egypt,
pro y hiOTv that  ̂ 11C 1 * âve done among: them ; that ye

this
jj> e r

Vptia
Passagi

- ------- --  among v..̂ .
1 am Yahveh ” (Exodus x. 1-2).

e we learn that “ the I.ord ” had
t.° serve in bringing his plagues upon 

Isr *̂ at tw S , esMes displaying his supernatural power
to

g e lile , Pe°Ple. 
the „ . 3  who

rj * j o r 1
we desired also to convince the

of theaa,He Yah’-UiP to this time, had never even heard of 
e ’ Ve that he was more powerful than any

t'hted v/u! of Egypt, and that he was a £ °yes no room
for d0 J f -  Of this fact the narrative leaves

9hristi1aî egard to the “ hardening ” ° f  ̂ ^ w rite rs  were 
^ £ h ? Vocates tell us that the Biblical wr h-ch

dehblt.of attributing to God himself the the ca'ty, m hie —• - b
0iea< V ’ la h:

5»  ¡C  &<= uiie p.'sdo|n, simply permitted, and that, in
Stina;;at PharpV“11'’ ° t  Egypt, these writers merely

Jy°rds .A Ood 0f !°n- which incited him to stubbornly 
hea Win hn i0 ^ckrews. It is also said that the 

tnV°f Phar b's heart,” “ the Lord hardened 
1 raoh , hardenna >' f^ould read : “ I will permit hisf nardei 1 ,» WU1U reau • 1 win ms

•c° t’e harden E°rd suffered the heart of
in aVery 

awi ?0od
led .
ofcafi „ ; awav ot these apologists to attempt to

they°n'y telfw. e barbarous acts of their Lord ; but we 
In at the sacred writers meant 

th- taat >. p, °me passages in the story tl .
,  athers it u mh>  heart was hardened ” / but in all 

that ^ .at who Ca1Stinftly  stated that “ the Lord

sacred writers meant from what

c<> , oeif,, - “ o CP„ r -*v  atuiea tnat " tne 1.01a was 
f0U!djn2 Merely ” SCd fj16 “ hardening.” Still, even if 
tin 11 alltias easilvPiCrm'tteft ” this obduracy, when he 

n!>'’ a ti le Sarne. '^ Ve Prevented it, he is responsible 
'n£ to be d0nle .VerY Pact of anyone “ permit-

aUi
"id 'ved

chn it
fu,,^o0s;  abiess heU°L e 'mPhes that he need not have 
hij, bat the pp. Use.- And in this case the Lord

siknv d that tb„ . . .
ptians should be witnesses of

5c, that the Hp sbould be obdurate, for he had 
t>, Wrm 1 Egyptians should be witnesses of

w'nv. “ aders.c0mldancl

anded 'v‘th th iT J - 11 w as’ then’ in comPlete
“ l „ .  to Sav r>, erni>uation that Moses was 

‘ 1 this tin, Phara°h
Scnd all my plagues upon thine heart,

and upon thy servants, and upon thy people ; that thou 
mayest know that there is none like me in all the earth ” 
(Exodus ix. 14).

Thus, the whole population of Egypt, men, women, 
and children, were to be plagued in order that Yahveh 
might show himself to be more powerful than any of the 
gods of Egypt, or than any other local deity. The per
mission to let the Israelites go rested solely with the 
k in g ; his people had no voice in the matter. Whether 
the king’s slaves remained in Goshen or left the country 
was no concern of theirs, nor did they reap any benefit 
from the enforced labor of the Israelites. Now, it is 
scarcely necessary to say that no god with any sense of 
justice would even dream of punishing the Egyptian 
monarch for a condition of heart which he himself had 
created. W hat, then, are we to think of a deity who 
not only does this, but who inflicts punishment upon the 
whole nation for an imputed offence of the king? O f 
course, there are apologists who are not ashamed to 
assert that the people of Egypt deserved to be plagued 
because some of them, the taskmasters, obeyed the 
orders of their sovereign. One might as well say that 
the down-trodden serfs of Russia are responsible for the 
acts of the Czar.

The matter, however, for which these visitations were 
sent on the Egyptians was not the oppression of Israel 
in the past, but the refusal of Pharaoh to allow that 
people to leave the country. The truth is that the 
Lord’s treatment of the Egyptians was in strict accord
ance with his habitual method of dealing out justice. 
When King David committed a “ sin ” in numbering 
the people, “ the Lord ” slew 70,000 of that king’s 
subjects ; when David committed adultery with Bath- 
sheba and caused her husband to be slain, the Lord 
punished him by decreeing that ten of his own wives 
should, at a later period, be publicly outraged ; when 
Solomon “ sinned ” by sacrificing to strange gods, the 
Lord punished him by taking away more than half the 
kingdom from his son, Rehoboam ; when K ing Saul 
wrongfully slew some Gibeonites, the Lord brought a 
famine upon the whole land for three years ; when 
Achan took of the spoils of Jericho, the Lord com
manded his sons and daughters, and even his cattle, to 
be stoned to death with him ; when, upon one occasion, 
a man put out his hand to prevent the sacred ark from 
being jolted out of an ox-cart, the Lord struck him dead. 
Without citing further examples, it must be admitted 
by every rational reader that it is simply impossible to 
justify the senseless acts attributed to the Hebrew deity. 
If the Jewish God did not do these things, it is high 
time that he woke up and settled matters with the un
reasoning Christians, who libel him in asserting that he 
did.

W e have also in the inspired narrative a sample of the 
low cunning characteristic of many oriental peoples. 
The Lord, though he fully intended to bring the 
Israelites out of Egypt, never to return, tells Moses to 
ask Pharaoh merely to allow them to go “ three days’ 
journey into the wilderness ” to offer sacrifices to their 
god, thereby implying that, after this short holiday, 
they would come back and resume work. Such an act 
of duplicity does not say much for the boasted high 
moral character of “ the Lord.”

W e come now to the “ signs and wonders ” which the 
Lord was so anxious that the people of Egypt should 
know he had power to perform. These are given as 
follows : (1) All the water in Egypt, including the river 
Nile, was changed into blood ; (2) the whole land of 
Egypt was covered thickly with frogs ; (3) all the dust 
of the country was turned into lice (or sand-fiies or 
fleas), which settled upon man and b ea st; (4) the whole 
land was filled with dense swarms of flies ; (5) all the 
cattle of Egypt was destroyed by a “ grievous murrain 
(6) boils and blains were sent upon both man and beast,
“ and the Magicians could not stand before Moses because 
of the boils” ; (7) the land was visited by a tremendous 
storm of thunder, lightning, and hail, “ such as had not 
been in all the land of Egypt since it became a nation 
(8) the whole country was covered by a consuming 
swarm of locusts, which devoured all the vegetation 
left uninjured by the h a il; (9) the land was visited 
with a thick darkness, during which the Egyptians 
“ saw not one another, neither rose any from his place 
for three d ays” ; (10) the firstborn in every family in
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Egypt was struck dead. For a detailed account of 
these plagues, and all the absurdities and contradictions 
connected therewith, see Bible Romances, No. 7 (R. 
Forder).

In looking at these alleged miraculous occurrences, 
a most important point to be noted is that the magicians 
or “  sacred scribes ” of Pharaoh are represented as 
possessing the power to work miracles also. Thus, it 
is stated that these scribes, following the example of 
Aaron, “ cast down every man his rod, and they became 
serpents ; but Aaron’s rod swallowed up their rods ” 
(Exodus vii. 12). Here the writer would have us 
believe that Aaron’s serpent swallowed several other 
serpents, say half-a-dozen, each presumably about its 
own size. That it might manage to put itself outside 
one snake may, perhaps, be conceded ; but after that 
feat, even were it made of india-rubber, it could do no 
more than lie and gasp at the other snakes that were 
waiting to be swallowed The writer evidently never 
took into consideration such a small matter as possi
bility. Again, imitating Moses, the magicians are 
represented as turning water into blood, and bringing 
frogs upon the land. The miracles wrought by Moses 
and Aaron are said to have been performed by the 
power of the God Yahveh, while those worked by the 
sacred scribes are stated to have been done “ with their 
enchantments” or “ secret arts.” From these state
ments we have proof, if any were needed, both of the 
fictitious character of the narrative and the v crass 
ignorance of the sacred writer who records as facts the 
crude notions prevalent in his time. Christian apolo
gists, it is true, tell us that the Egyptian magicians 
wrought miracles only in appearance, by sleight of 
hand or some other means ; but there is not one word 
in the account in Exodus which lends support to this 
assertion.

Another indication of the fabulous nature of the story 
is the fact that the writer was unacquainted with the 
name of the Egyptian king. He calls him “ Pharaoh,” 
an appellation not found on any of the monuments or 
inscriptions of the kings of Egypt, and on which the 
word “ king ” appears as suten. Apologists, however, 
tell us that “ Pharaoh ” was a title common to all Egyp
tian monarchs, analogous to that of Caesar, Czar, or 
Kaiser ; but there is not a scrap of evidence that can be 
adduced in support of such an assertion. As a matter 
of fact, in later, and to a certain extent historical, times 
we do find mention of the names of the kings of Egypt 
— e.g., Shishak (1 Kings xiv. 25) ; So (2 Kings xvii. 4); 
Necho (2 Chronicles xxxv. 20) ; and Hophra (Jeremiah 
xliv. 30). These names are not altogether reliable ; 
Hophra, for instance, is said to mean Apries; but at 
least they are given. It is inconceivable that Moses, 
who is alleged to be the writer of the narrative in 
Exodus, and who, according to that account, had fre
quent interviews with the Egyptian king, should not 
know that king’s name, and has, therefore, never once 
mentioned it ; for there can be no doubt that, had the 
writer known it, he would certainly have recorded it. 
O f this remarkable omission there can be but one expla
nation— viz., that the story of the sojourning in Egypt 
is a fabrication, composed long after the time of Moses. 
And, as a matter of historical criticism, it has been con
clusively proved that not one of the books of the Penta
teuch was written as early as the period assigned to that 
mythical lawgiver.

I.et us now look at the story from a Rationalistic 
point of view. W e know, both from history and monu
mental inscriptions, that the Egyptian monarchs cared 
nothing for any of the gods of the surrounding nations. 
W e know, also, that they made war against, and 
reduced to subjection, all the petty kings of Canaan, 
entirely regardless of the local deities worshipped. 
They had no more fear of the god Yahveh than they 
had of Baal or Khemosh. Their sentiments are correctly 
expressed in the following passage :—

“ And Pharaoh said, Who is Yahveh, that I should 
hearken unto his voice to let Israel go ? I  know not 
Yahveh ” (Exodus v. 2).'

Let us try and imagine, for a moment, one of the 
scenes imperfectly portrayed in Exodus (vii. 15). The 
great king of Egypt— Thothmes, Rameses, Merenptah, 
or whoever he is alleged to be— is taking his morning 
walk on one of the banks of the river, accompanied by

some of his priests and nobles, and attended by a s 
body of his guards. As he advances every lieguj. 
bowed, and every body prostrated before him- 
denly two strange men appear who approach un ^  
and, standing boldly confronting the king, dema” ¡̂n 
freedom of some thousands of his slaves then at 
his majesty’s brick-fields. And, before the »reaj.lC|ty, 
has recovered from his surprise at their amazing a u . ^  
they go on to threaten him with grievous, ^ n0t 
plagues, to come upon him and his people, if he c 
immediately accede to their request. _ aI)cef

This is what the fraudulent old Jewish to ¡al) 
would have us believe ; and that the despotic , i i d >  
monarch, who feared no gods but his own, 
order the two presumptuous intruders to be 
upon the spot. W e are further asked to bel*e 
this nameless king allowed plague after plag^g(j 
brought upon himself and his people, and perm1 ¡nto 
two Israelitish leaders to come half a score of 
his presence, each time with threats of a new 1 ^

impfj
e tha‘
to be

when a sign to his guards would have rid
and their plagues for ever, 
for a child’s story-book.

1 « , 
is on*)Truly, the tale is 1

A gRacadabR-

,fit

Charles Bradlau.orh’s Sister.
. * „ the 1A n inquest was recently held in London on u andt‘lt

an aged woman who had died of starvation, ^  late 
report stated that Miss Bradlaugh, a sister 0 
Charles Bradlaugh, had given the deceased vv ^  tb 
of bread. Mr. Forder recognised the m^^crtig*!' 
deceased as that of a member of an oldrts  
family that he had for some time lost sight o , j0 tbe 
my consent he called at the address g ,v B  ̂ fteiy f 
newspapers. He found Miss Emma Bradlau^^^inj 
in distressed circumstances, and gave her 
from the National Secular Society’s Benevo ^  fud*1̂  
Miss Vance has called upon her since, and gW ¿¡alii, ( 
assistance from the same Fund. Miss Emma po'
being older than her distinguished brothe ^  a]l<d 
getting aged, and her failing eyesight does 
of her earning a sufficient livelihood by sl1’ recel'u 
She has consented (Miss Vance tells me) ^  fd^,, 
any help that can be rendered to her by d her fu .  
of her late brother, who was very kind t a sû , 
he was living. I propose, therefore, to _ too h1' ' 

cription be opened on her behalf. I am *a ^ a|I hejj 
to see to it personally, although, of course, shoLl,

London, W .C ., or
be sent to Miss Vance, at the N. o. o. K

to Mr. Forder, 28 Stonecu ¡¡iti1 
¡urer- 
held- , ¡i.

E.C. Mr. Hartmann, the N. S. S. Treasure^ j 5 
charge of whatever may require to be h a„<l 
the subscription with my own ten shilling^’ ¡ajy ,¿ r  
that many others will aid this disabled 
has more than once suffered in consequ 
opinions and the name she bears.  ̂ y j  fO0̂  ‘

G.

Obituary.
We regret to record the death of Mr- J° 1 ¡]e 

Coleraine, Ireland. Only a few weeks a£ of) flj® 
memorial-card of his wife’s decease, w*iere Jiied,* .e, -L 
him a brief letter of condolence, to which he ?̂*olJ1- " ¡4̂ ,
us for remembering him in the midst of a*  ̂
enclosing a subscription towards our fight .
Mr. Kennedy was a Freethinker of long stan ag0, "|C|-, :l‘ .\ 
made his acquaintance some thirteen >'eay  * Wh^o’- y 
visited Belfast in company with the late L X  cve( 
we have corresponded with him occasion.! u . Î
eulogistic account of Mr. Kennedy appeals fi tiy 
Chronicle of April 8. Our Irish contemp , fa  LyeGc 
“ quiet humor,” his “ unfailing courtesy,’ al ,c cmP 
he was “ the kind friend, rather than the c.°_ pis*1,.'
the workpeople at Coleraine Foundry.” 'cr ” 
pathetic touch that he was a “ patient s.u jielp t0 
illness. He was a true man, and such as he . .. ,u

Id sweet. We say “ Farewell,” but not to
lus>

Most married theologians agree that it v  ̂
of the apple which Eve gave to Adam. -* 1

oh*)'
efi'

,tl>e
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Acid Drops.
Joiij,
R L- Sullivan, the slumped ex-prize-fighter, and D. L. 
L  ,dy> still-running revivalist, were staying at the same 
¡ elm New York. Sullivan couldn’t convert Moody, who 
■ ‘ r loo old to do anything on the sawdust, so Moody went 
t?tor inverting Sullivan. The pair had nightly talks over 
haiT.Ulser’s spiritual condition, and at last the Lord took a 
ce:, t*le business. “ Good impressions” were then per- 
iro.'"d m dle object of Moody’s solicitude, and finally Sullivan 
?en C?nverted- He has left off drinking and sweanng-so the 
It ij0es» and perhaps he and Moody will tour together. 

u d be a strong combination.

< W dy sa?s that Sullivan’s conversion is one of the finest 
a he ever received. It is impossible to get hold of
pet l convert with brains, and the next best thing is to
n.--n9ld Of one remarkable for the opposite. AmericanChi,'“ristians l ,CI“ ari<aDie ior tne opposite. American 
,n?ersoli ,ve *onSr been praying the Lord to convert 
■“might’ |9nd he has answered them with Sullivan. God 

y Himself can’t do impossibilities.

Rev. jj. * ~~~™
pTrtlon” ? ' Price Hughes recently delivered a “ powerful 
j 2ette, y. Stockton, which is fully reported in the local 
Jhsus Christ’ Hughes remarked that the resurrection of 

w  was “ the only point worth discussing in this 
?;,id about . ’ has he the courage to discuss it ? What heMlfivr * lt in thpr «-------r.. i 8 ..  .. . . .

Re.
Rate,

â rish. Hk' rvV0 years of age, and does not reside in the 
But .bishop admits that “ he is unable to do any 

. no] ti le,.dear old man of God won’t resign. Oh

S,tUation? earth

Tin

-  u i t /  U U U l  C l g O  >-W U 1 3L U S 3  1 L .  VV l i c i t  H O

,ul>t h in that “ powerful sermon ” would be answered 
annates by any competent antagonist.

gateeV -.Med°ws Rod well, vicar of St. Ethelburga, Bishops- 
Parish ni?-etyltwo years of a w  nnt- »̂ c,r ^
duty »
dear . .

Che living is worth ,£950 a year, and clinging 
a earth is a lot better than going off to another 111 heaven.

.een hold;.!' °ihcers and parishioners of St. Ethelburga have 
a!'vhern th  ̂n}eetln9T on this matter, but the Vestry Clerk 
J}a'n. pe , _ they could do nothing, and they went home 

'L °'d mana fSi ' t w°uld be as well if they 
HPpy win,* ,H°d Is happy on his ^950 a
" the deuced 5ermons ; 50 !t s a11 nght

y> vUl,
- -  — - .....Vf-fthev stopped there.«neota ' crnaPs it would be as well > and they

are b;m man of God is happy on his *95  ‘ a both ways, 
and *£Py without his sermons ; so it’s all right 

therUnCe ^ere to row about.

\vhotfu}al  V augh an  locked h im se lf up aS a ' n^ hjs  gen tlem an  
den0ujH m ake copy out o f  h is  secr®ia, y ‘ oort th a t h is  boss«  a l^ece of impertinence the report t . ^  . tl
yiiddie i  d'date for the P ap acy . W e a  V irio n s  reigned, and 
\vhen nlAges>” he said, “  w hen  w orld ly  am bit ^ he vo tin g  
low kP.?ts and conspiracies could  b e i n s t i g a t i o n ,  and no 
?ne catf? V  conscientiously and a t  Ho anoin ted  to  til' the 
highesttCl beforehand w ho is to  be G o _ • w e ll in its
^ y . t e lt',on in ^ e  w o rld .”  T-hlS, V a u e h a n  w o u ld  gW e

l0'l g  °,dds thai  C a rj ltak e  G o d ’s approval for S^ntert-c. wear the purple, an d  taKe
'f  he only g o t the H oly  Conclave s

refe,
>niD3  for it-, 0 .̂ le IMiddle Ages, by the wav, is rather 
Sl,'cejreHt. B i ‘ s Jhst then that the Catholic Church was 

(( ^ef°rmation lad P° be 011 *ts .good behavior ever
bas^ ere can be

at*G*its hold !?, c'uestion that in Southwark the Church
St. H-t all un 1--  *-4tc*L 111 ijuuumanv liic v̂ uui eii

Georr/ ’ So s i “ ", the people, if, Indeed, it ever had a
the 'lc°r&e-theA<iSays the Rev. W. J. Sommerville, Rector of 
ĉre Matin,, tartyn The reverend gentleman adds that 

V n’ nnd that “ 'ure ls terribly dense—212 persons to the 
k iw  lve, work a jUt one in ever}' fourteen of them are 
bcin„eilt room °ften die within the four walls of one 
h o n » .le s s  A  ° fnaitely {f.Ss thail Y i C0Urse they breed freely, the birth-rate 

„ a,Sh. 3b Per 1,000, and the death-rate propor- 
viu^ho,” ___

S'.ed Cl'ib^.'nns^yvf''’’ *n view of the Rev. W. J. Sommcr- 
f0‘ bell ulstlanitv will smite the hoary hypocrisy inis- 

e'RhtePle Cat?” v.th‘s ‘ England of God’s love’ ? Who 
.. u years. e > the Freethinker has been doing it 

ri t'k o
u,gC!es- ' Tynday Me

ther; C li f fo r d ? ^  continues to agitate religious 
fe ‘W  aithfiii tn i °ther Nonconformist men of God 
v0w .y invUnd Mail 10̂ i°tt the week-day editions of the 
listj,̂ .1'1 the at‘on 0f ft, .Congregations are rising to their 
S s ‘nS) no??111 °f heuv. m.in'lstcrs. and registering solemn 
Wh{; hat „ Patron;0V<' 1} (°r 'vhatever is looking on and 
new "the rlr> ’U fortref1 iiSe Sabbath-desecrating publica-"s. Hrsf Jorp-Qf . ----«y ...................^
ig, 1 only c excitern<>, • about the matter presently.

° Seewl.,..i ls' over the Christians will wantWhetlV" ‘"i over tlie klinstians will want 
‘ lL'1 the end of the world is approach-
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The Evangelical Free Churches will celebrate, all over the 
kingdom, on April 25, the three-hundredth anniversary of 
Oliver Cromwell’s birthday. They are quite mistaken, how
ever, in fancying that Cromwell belongs to them. Certainly 
he doesn’t belong in any way to the Presbyterians. He 
knocked them about terribly, and took the cheek out of 
them in a most astonishing manner.

At the Battersea Coroner’s Court the foreman of an em
panelled jury applied to make an affirmation instead of 
taking the oath. Coroner Hicks did not see how the rest 
of the jury could be sworn to observe and keep “ the same 
oath that their foreman hath taken for his part,” so he asked 
them to choose another foreman. It seems to us, however, 
that this was a rather pedantic proceeding.

A New Jersey man has solved the problem of evil—at 
least to his own satisfaction. According to Genesis, the 
trees of this world were given to man for “ meat but man, 
in his wickedness, has gone making thousands of things out 
of wood, and hence all the troubles that have befallen him. 
This is about as good as any other solution of the same 
problem. Unfortunately for the discoverer, it cannot be 
patented.

Historians of England have pointed out that when, in the 
old days, a Jew-Hunt was got up, the Christian hunters 
always joined profit with piety, and ran the thing for all it 
was worth. It seems to be much the same in Northern 
Bohemia. During the anti-Jewish riots at Nachod the crowd 
broke into the shops of the. children of Israel and helped 
themselves. A Jewish baker had 4,000 florins taken from his 
safe ; a Jewish cloth merchant’s stock was appropriated in 
lengths. That is how the Christians punish the Jervs for 
having crucified Jesus— an act, by the way, which was abso
lutely necessary to the world’s salvation.

James Thomson (“ B.V.”)once drew a word-picture of poor 
Jesus Christ, old and decrepit, wandering about the earth and 
begging someone to kill him, in order to carry through the 
Atonement—and begging in vain.

The local Freethinkers made a mistake in inviting (Rev.) 
A. J. Waldron to lecture in the New Brompton Secular Hall. 
They did not understand their man as we did, but they 
understand him now. With a fine Christian recognition of 
their hospitality, he spent his time, not in dealing with 
principles, of which he is incapable, but in vomiting slander 
against dead and living Freethinkers. “ I have had some 
experience,” writes Mr. W. B. Thompson, the secretary, 
“ but I never heard such an abominable lecture in my life.” 
Waldron, it may be added, pursues this disreputable policy 
as lecturer for the Christian Evidence Society. What has 
Mr. Engstrom to say ?

Pore du Lac has been named for two years as one of the 
leaders of the intrigue against Dreyfus. It now appears 
from the evidence of M. Bertulus, published in the Figaro, 
that Colonel Picquart’s lady cousin— whose name was made 
use of by his enemies, even to the insinuation that she was 
the Veiled Lady— stated that the only person who could have 
known of certain facts was her confessor, this same Pore du 
Lac. So much for the secrecy of the confessional. In an 
ordinary way it is no doubt kept, but the priests have never 
scrupled to violate it when they thought it necessary, 
particularly when there seemed little chance of their villainy 
being detected.

There is a curious quarrel at the village of Ulrome, near 
Bridlington. The vicar, a Roumanian Jew by birth, has 
appointed a cobbler named Pearson as his warden, and an 
appeal is being made to the Archbishop for Pearson’s removal, 
on the ground that, although he regularly attends church, 
he is an avowed Atheist.

Major G. J. Younghusband, in his new book on The 
Philippines and Round About, gives a very bad account of 
the Spanish priests in that remote region. The following 
passage is particularly striking :—“ It would be impossible to 
speak with too great severity of the disrepute into which the 
action of these dissolute men has brought the Roman Catholic 
religion in these islands. A man of God, on whom rest the 
most solemn vows of holiness, chastity, and poverty, living 
amongst a simple and impressionable race, a monster of 
iniquity, an extensive landowner, nursing his ill-gotten wealth, 
a monument of lechery and debauch. Let us hasten to add 
that the Philippine himself is far from being morally immacu
late. The priest may take his daughter or his sister and 
welcome, for the offspring will be a person of such added im
portance as European blood never fails to give in Eastern 
countries. But the islander draws the line firmly at his wife, 
and equally firmly at his prospective bride, and it is from 
wanton straying into these forbidden pastures that the good 
shepherd has been mainly instrumental in bringing his 
country into trouble.”
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Colonel Ingersoll says that W. J. Bryan has seen his day, 
and won’t be heard of in the coming presidential contest. 
Bryan says he won’t accept Ingersoll as a prophet. “ He is 
not an authority,” Bryan retorts, “ on the future. He does 
not believe that there is a hereafter for anyone.”

The Rev. Mr. Cadman has been giving his Methodist 
brother ministers in America a dose of plain speaking. It 
looks as though some Transatlantic sky-pilots were graduat
ing to fill Ingersoll’s place when he has to quit the platform. 
“ Why,” says Mr. Cadman in Zion's Herald, “ if you could 
get a fair understanding of the trend of religious thought 
to-day, it would make what is called Ingersollism seem 
archaic.” Of course this is great nonsense, for Ingersoll 
goes “ the whole hog,” and is an absolute anti-supernaturalist; 
but it shows how anxious the clergy are not to appear too 
orthodox. “ Half the pages of the Old Testament,” Mr. 
Cadman says, “ are of unknown authorship, and the NewTesta- 
ment contains contradictions.” Well, Voltaire, Thomas Paine, 
and Bradlaugh said this long ago, and Christian ministers 
maligned them for saying it. Now the ministers say it 
themselves, and pretend to originality. As a matter of fact, 
they are always a hundred years behind date.

Mr. Bertram Dobell, the devoted friend and publisher of 
the late James Thomson, calls our attention to a beautiful 
paragraph which appeared in the Sunday Special of March 19. 
For the sake of those, and they are many, who are interested 
in that poet of high genius and most tragic fate, we reproduce 
the said paragraph in extenso : “ While Mr. Kipling is boom
ing once more, it is amusing to see how all kinds of things 
get profit therefrom. By accident, Mr. Kipling once used 
the title of ‘ The City of Dreadful Night,’ which had been 
used previously as the title of a poem by Mr. James Johnson. 
By accident, an ‘ attractive little selection’ of the poems of 
Mr. James Johnson has just been republished ‘ containing 
“ The City of Dreadful Night.” ’ Like Virgil, Mr. Kipling 
borrows nothing without enhancing its value.”

“ James Johnson,” to begin with, is distinctly good ; 
indeed, the repetition makes it really delicious. Note, in 
the next place, the high-and-mighty way in which James 
Johnson—that is to say, James Thomson—is sneered at for 
being plagiarised by Rudyard Kipling. Note, further, the 
suggestion that Rudyard Kipling conferred quite a favor 
upon James Thomson by stealing from him. Note, finally, 
the insinuation that James Thomson’s publisher actually 
tried to profit by Rudyard Kipling’s theft, in putting James 
Thomson’s title on the cover of James Thomson’s book.

Now for the climax : “ Like Virgil, Mr. Kipling borrows 
nothing without enhancing its value.” But when did Virgil 
steal titles ? What he did was to pass older poetic material 
through the alembic of his own exquisite genius. And what 
did Mr. Kipling do? He took the title of Thomson’s master
piece, which had been praised by such judges as George 
Eliot, and which was known to all real students of the best 
in modern English literature ; and, having filched that title, 
he tacked it on to one of his own prose stories, and by no 
means the best of them. It was an act of sacrilege on Mr. 
Kipling’s part; and, to do him justice, he seems to be 
ashamed of it. The Sunday Special scribe, however, has no 
such compunction. He offers his pinch of rancid incense on 
the altar of a popular idol, content to earn'the deity’s smile, 
or at least the plaudits of his worshippers. This is sufficiently 
contemptible, but the cringing scribe needn’t have damned 
himself with that ridiculous “ Johnson.”

Let us have a little plain truth—brutal truth, if you like— 
on the other side. James Thomson was a far greater poet 
than Rudyard Kipling is ever likely to be. The City of 
Dreadful Night is magnificent work. It is the poem of 
Pessimism, and will remain so until a stronger genius 
applies his whole powers to this tremendous theme. Only 
?ge_ is wanted to make it a classic— though it will never 
hscinate the multitude, or those who provide literary chatter 
for them in their beloved periodicals. Mr. Kipling is a man 
of genius too, in his way ; he has force, originality, courage, 
and an open eye. But he has yet to produce a work of such 
intellectual power and continuity, such strenuous and com- 
orehensive_ imagination, and such sustained perfection of 
tyle, as will^secure it even a relative immortality. Most of 

his writing is concerned with phases of modern life, and 
narticularly of British imperialism, that must in the very 
nature of the case be temporary. Thomson, in his master
piece, concerns himself with what is as eternal as human 
nature. Not until love and sorrow cease, not until suffering 
and disaster are no longer known, not until defeat and 
despair have found their last victim—not until then will 
Thomson’s great poem become obsolete.

The Newcastle Free Church Council has been holding a 
meeting to discuss the new Catechism. A paper was read

by the Rev. Mr. Chesson, but he appears to have c°n,,r-ice 
himself to stringing together extracts from Mr. Hugh .g_ 
Hughes’s Preface and Contemporary Review article. * t 
cussion followed, in which the Rev. Mr. Glover rejoice  ̂
the Free Churches had now the advantage of having s ¡j 
thing to put into the hands of the young people.” ung 
“ There was a distinct advantage in being able to give ) ^  
people something to start their thoughts,” and tha 
should do their utmost to introduce it into their schools- f 
Rev. Richard Leitch declared that the Catechism was a _p 
marvel, a great moral victory. It was wonderful that 1 ^
a comparatively short time such a wonderful document s ^  
have been produced. He did not think that there wa 
definition to which one could reasonably take exception-

No reference appears to have been made to the rejec ^  
the Devil and Hell. But perhaps this doctrine is_onc 
things believed in by the Free Churches not containe j oUbt 
Catechism, and each Nonconformist body will no (j]e 
still terrify little children into holiness by the fear 
Devil and his fiery furnace; _

... M
Chronicle he tells a story of “ one of our Canadian oflj^i

of

Bramwell Booth is a good romancer. In the ■ 1’

. d;
who was pelted with eggs. They were not rotten, DlT | s for 
so she “ caught them and converted them into 0111 , U]J tO’ 
herself and iieutenant.” The romantic Bramwell sn 
catching raw eggs, and see whether they would be in 
for cooking afterwards.

Jll ^
The Brixham trawler, Vivid, came across three me ..¡,ig, 

small boat off Lundy Island. One of them was .J’trjed t° 
and the others were shrieking for help. The I l?u „gated- 
reach them, but the boat sank and the three men disapi 
Behold how the Lord answereth prayer !

... ne'ĉ
“ Colonel Robert Ingersoll, whatever his demeri 

fails to be picturesque.” So says the WestminsV'
But it does not specify Ingersoll’s demerits,_ or one 
No doubt his chief demerit is being a Freethinker.

----  Referee‘
Another writer is doing “ Our Handbook ” for the late 

Naturally he pays a high tribute to his predecessor,  ̂gjpis) 
J. F. Nisbet. In doing so, however, he shows & “ it
basis supports the common belief in a future life. -iiiarit 
possible to believe,” he says, “ that so acute and ^  sS\ble v 
intellect has passed away into nothingness.” Not P , poS,slj 
believe! What an expression ! Just as if any realitie 
bility of belief had anything whatever to do with t n ^  at tl' 
and necessities of nature ! This pathetic absurdity rt
bottom of all religion—namely, that things must so jjcte  ̂
as we wish them to be. Men find their opinions c°.n,.ed, ti*JV 
their wishes unfulfilled, and their hopes disapp011 .p -fil 0 
after time in this life, but they go on believing ' 
very different in the sweet by-and-by.

art
id

“ Physiology and Materialism ” is the title of an • jg-e //L 
le Zoohhilist. a iournal edited bv Stenhen Cole „ jit1the Zoophilist, a journal edited by Stephen Coioy 

devoted to Anti-vivisection. The writer takes t 1(jed ..e 
that Materialism is “ a system of philosophy 0 y 0lt?‘ t 

Now this is a very great absurdity-
a innnno-ct ilif* vprv firct" tO pI”OtC ^

vivisection.” . w
and Bentham were amongst the very first to proU."lt;0ri ‘ ,Ci 
vivisection, and perhaps the most scathing denunc
--  -----............  .—: + u.. r'.D___ 1 T 1. ■LVA . ,r.i\ever penned was written by Colonel Ingersoll-^‘"̂ .jveiî

■¡a11
VI TAT IWVtlVAl *11 til V HttlV « U1U111V '' ' - ' l r

Rights of Men and Animals published by the Hju foot’1'

> V-1 J 'V l  1 I1V .U  V> U J  V V * H L v l J  1j y  \ - -V lU  11V. 1 p- J ■

humbly following in the wake of these giants, has t ^  ,, 
opinion of vivisection in the little volume of
j 1 /t-t-o 1/ j  a x  101 h i two jmuuoiiv-u '  *
Society. We much regret to find a paper like tn 
pandering to a very vulgar prejudice.

Couldn’t Express H im s'lf .

A well-known bishop of the Protestant Episc0L j( 
while on a summer’s outing. went fishing with a r

»! 3 >/ friend
while on a summer’s outing, went fishing with a fishe(lcf  
in accordance with an unwritten law of sumW j0 sp^d 
the provisions included beverages inferior :o wa ¡ieiift' 
gravity. In fact, the bishop, in his fulness 0 M
bought a bottle of wine of ancient vintage- 
proud of his purchase, and guarded it jealousj)- 0(,
time came for lunch he brought it out careful') > P 
it in the stern of the little boat. The fishing ha $e
and he tuned to his friend and said :

“ Look here, I’ll try another cast, just for 'uC v’ J’j
open this.’ WshoP’ vr^

But the cast proved most unlucky for the bi allj  ffe® 
line caught around the neck of the precious ,ord, " f  jin’1’’ 
it overboard. The bishop, without saying a. "  '
the little babbles as they ascended through me ¡,1s 
with a sad look, and in a broken voice, he said y 1 

“ Will you please do the honors for this occas 
for unfortunately I am a bishop.”
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements. Sugar Plums.
April 16, Manchester Secular Hall, Rusholme-road, All 

amiS; n> .,The Dreyfus Affairjand the Catholic Conspiracy 
“|  nst the French Republic 3, “ What would Jesus D o. 7,

u s> Spirits, and Ghosts.”

Mr. Foote delivers three lectures to-day (April 16) in the 
Secular Hall, Rusholme-road, All Saints, Manchester. His 
subjects are attractive, and he hopes to see a goodly number 
of South Lancashire friends at the meetings.

To Correspondents.
• Ssie
„ - iijley.— A  ridiculous m are’s-nest. The Birmingham Branch 

asked Mr. Foote what it should or should not sell on its 
°°kstaU, and he has never offered it any advice on the subject. 

Iintr majter of fact, the Birmingham Branch is not at present 
tho ln*> 'ts meetings in a  Board school. It w as turned out of 
Pri 0ne *t was using, and is now holding its meetings in the 
nanCe of W ales’s Assembly Room, where w e dare say the 
anwtr-you refer to is sold like any other. W e do not know 

of the old book you refer to. It is probably no more
V ^a worthless scandal.

HemK' ? ee Paragraph. Pleased to hear you are sending up 
\V, q bers' names to Miss Vance from Nelson.
A. B°v /LlverPool).— See paragraph. 

sr0't _ , ss;~ Y e s , the weather is trying. Mr. Foote has not yet 
wife".. °,f the fag-end o f his nasty cold. Sorry to hear of your 

R, p p  mdisposition. See paragraph on the other matter, 
and D.V/ ARDs wishes to notify his address to Branch secretaries 
EdL-,llers’. 11 is 52 Bramley-road, Notting-hill, W . Mr. 
w,ee]i rns s list of engagements arrives too late for insertion this

E, *
Sp * : 'W e  cannot insert such tremendously long lists. Our 

T. j T ls too limited. W e cannot g o  beyond a month or so.
G, vv Rurl°W.— In our next. Press o f m atter this week.
Peter ieased that you think Mr. Cohen s article splendid. 

FebrUs° RRlE— A  very silly publication, as you know, and the 
about ..rE lumber is too much out of date for notice, 
are „„/"fidels," dying

out of date for notice. Lies 
or in danger, were always plentiful, and

.5 °t 'ikely to be scarce for some time.
H.'p U su r e r 's S c h e m e . - S .  Hartmann acknowledges 

h'.S c j j ’ ^ 2‘ Miss Vance acknowledges J- Umpleby, £. •
"■ 'ell T! 1;NERAL Fund.— Miss Vance ackn ow ledges.— Camber- 

JV. p_ rauch (collection), 17s.
A. E p ALL— Many thanks for your batches ot cuttings.

for' von?;RKlX'~~We will find room for the extracts. Thanks 
W. b T r r°uble in making them.

J. M. PS0N— Your assurance is hardly necessary that Mr.
a heanf°bertson’s lecture on “ Christianity and Character w as 
fight in n cSntrast to A. J. W aldron’s scurrility. Vou are quite 
future ndec'ding not ' ------ " “Mr

ture, 
$S V * S  not to attend any of the latter's meetings in

°f Branl’ the N - S. S. Secretary, asks us to remind Secretaries 
notified o that all fees and collections should reach her as 
^Count’ “ fherwisc they cannot be included m this y e a rs  

, " arded'in ̂ otlces of motion for the A genda should also be to
J’ 'V- ty, due ‘ ime.

11 is quiuERlNG— W e are obliged to you for the cuttings, but 
?-Ulte anntuSeless to discuss Spiritualism. Investigating  it is 

, ."other matter, which dFoes not seem to be courted.
going to have some Freethought meetings at

ays glad  to insert a  useful paragraph tor

I G' 1

H W ^eceived a

they'p-^u— w lJich ci°es not seem to be courted.

Ne ’ 
che 

J.

oy p

e î ' * " ' -ues.

W, [ '‘Pŝ . ^ A n a,nd uafier consideration. 
J- Apnl 30 book,..1

jg m . Glacj ^  ^°oked by Mr. Foote for Bolton.
see your letter in the Bradford D aily Telc-

,-aid r. AVatln°ak^ T ruthseekcr— Sydney Bulletin— Isle of 
Observer— Coleraine Chronicle— G lasgow  

to'F o L lph~-Palest- ewspaper— Ethical W orld— Sunday Daily 
?°Ston aTr<f''South "r6 ' x Pi°ration Fund, Quarterly Statement 
1 „cha.njctlvestigat0ri' o!.\cf0n Press— Newcastle Daily Leader—

Cntin'fi^Yevv p* North-Eastern Daily Gazette— English
■ llnH - T .W Century-MotherweH Times- 'Wo W i'W L — iviotlterwell T im e s— Flam ing Sw ord

J » ™ ' '
C s
he

T u > K W c;7 st^  Echo.

-raSs--piM v^'Stew artry
— A w akener of 

Observer— Crescent— Indepen- 
Daily T elegraph— Herts Leader— Blue 

‘ 're Daily Post— Torch of

0r the:s must 
y  win ,„ g ' 1116V win reach 28 Stonecutter-street by first post

‘“— I-
duPnumber ? «m - , .0St-°ffice  recula‘Uqi er ce regulations to ann. unco on the

the

*n a coloSCHPti° n exP‘res’ subscribe. j will receive 
le d wrapper when their subscription is

cmRsfoPrtter-street ?  tbe freethinker should be addressed to 
FCUttc.--s°:„lltcratu^et> London, E.C.

Edito

- < ^ t ,B .C ?  Should C rki4 tl?Wd us n
^ ¿Passa§-es^oSPia-Pers wou^  enhance the favor by

be sent to Mr. R. Forder, 2& Stone-

cc, ... nkcr , 0 which they, wish us to call attention.

Op
^ ? S V̂ l sEMtN3Tds': tbree months, 2s 

" . halfcnuds’ 6d. ■

F eai

or re.

•11 -.....-a tm
Vl be forwarded direct from the publishing 
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The Athenieum Hall platform, 73 Tottenham Court-road, 
will be occupied this evening (April 16) by Mr. Chilperic 
Edwards, who will lecture on “ Ancient Monuments and the 
Bible.” He is a specialist on this subject, and his lecture is 
certain to be instructive as well as interesting.

Mr. Charles Watts is on the Atlantic as we write this para
graph. He sailed from New York on Wednesday, April 5, 
by the “ New Y ork’’ liner, which is timed to reach South
ampton on the following Wednesday night (April 12) or 
Thursday morning. Mr. Watts’s health improved a good 
deal during his stay at Dr. E. B. Foote’s, at Larchmont, 
where he received every attention that could be suggested by 
the finest hospitality. He will address our readers from 
British soil in next week’s Freethinker.

Colonel Ingersoll spoke at the Actors’ Fund matinee in 
New York, March 23, and was tremendously applauded by 
the stage people in the audience. At one part of his address 
he inquired, “ Who are the friends of the human race ?” and 
answered : “ The citizens of the mimic world, who have 
delighted the weary travellers on the thorny path, amused 
the passengers on the fated train, and filled with joy the 
hearts of the dingers on spars, of the floaters on rafts. With 
fancy’s wand they rebuild the past. The dead are brought to 
life and made to act again the parts they displayed. The 
hearts and lips that long ago were dust are made to beat and 
speak again. The dead kings are crowned once more, 
and from the shadows of the past emerge the queens, jewelled 
and sceptred as of yore. Lovers leave their graves and 
breathe again their burning vows, and again the white 
breasts rise and fall in passion’s storm. The laughter that 
died away beneath the touch of death is heard again, and 
lips that fell to ashes long ago are curved once more with 
mirth. Again the hero bares his breast to death, again 
the patriot falls, and again the scaffold, stained with noble 
blood, becomes a shrine. When in the mimic world the 
shaft of wit flies like the arrow of Ulysses through all the 
rings and strikes the centre, when words of wisdom mingle 
with the clown’s conceits, when folly laughing shows her 
pearls and mirth holds carnival, when the villain fails and 
the right triumphs, the trials and the griefs of life for the 
moment fade away. The stage brings solace to the wounded, 
peace to the troubled.”

Colonel Ingersoll’s new lecture on The Devil is now on 
sale at Mr. Forder’s. It is attractively got up, and the price 
is sixpence. Ingersoll has never lectured on this subject 
before, and all his admirers will want a copy of this pamphlet.

“ In the silence which I voluntarily maintain my heart is 
always with those who are struggling for the good cause.” 
Thus wrote brave Emile Zola to the company assembled at 
the Paris banquet in honor of Urbain Gohier, who was prose
cuted by the Government for his book, L'Armée Contre la 
Nation, and acquitted by a jury of his fellow citizens.

The following appeared in the last issue of the West Ham 
Herald: “ Mr. H. R. Sparkes, secretary of the West Ham 
Branch of the National Secular Society, sends the following 
resolution, which was passed at the last meeting : ‘ That we, 
the members of the West Ham Branch of the National 
Secular Society, h iving noted that the question of the Free
thinker was brought before the Town Council at their last 
meeting, but not allowed by the Mayor to be discussed 
(which we consider to be a great infringement upon the 
right of public discussion), whether the above journal should 
be placed on the tables of the Public Reading-Room, and we 
desire to enter our strong protest against such bigotry com
mitted by a majority of the members of the Town Council. 
We claim the same right as any other section of citizens for 
our journal. At the same time, we wish to return our sincere 
thanks to those members of the Council who, on this occasion, 
stood up for the cause of right and justice.’ ”

Will Thorne’s name is included in Reynolds' list of Demo
cratic candidates for parliament, his location being S. West 
Ham. Secularists will bear in mind, however, that Will 
Thorne voted with the bigots on the West Ham Town 
Council when the Freethinker question was last divided 
upon. ___

Camberwell Vestry has been appointing churchwardens. 
One waggish ■ member proposed Mr. A. B. Moss, who of
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course declined, but in doing so he made a speech against 
the Church and all its ways, which is fully reported in the 
South London Press, and ought to do good in the locality.

Mr. A. B. Moss lectures at Bolton to-day (April 16), and we 
hope he will have good audiences. Mr. Foote lectures at 
Bolton on April 30.

Dr. Henry Muirhead, of Longdales and Bushymill, Lanark, 
has left a trust of over ^35,000 for the founding and main
tenance of an institution fot the instruction of women in 
physical and biological science. The trustees propose to call 
it the Muirhead College, and to locate it in Glasgow. No 
official, teacher, or student is to be disqualified or prejudiced 
by creed— political, social, or religious ; and clergymen are to 
be absolutely excluded from the management and tuition. Dr. 
Muirhead was evidently a man of understanding.

The Motherwell Times reports the meetings of the local 
N. S. S. Branch just as it reports other local events. It is 
good to see press bigotry breaking down somewhere.

“ What would Jesus Do?” was the heading of a satirical 
piece which recently appeared in the Freethinker. We see it 
is “ lifted ” in the Stewarlry Obseiver of March 31. Naturally 
we are glad to see such profanity figuring in large type in 
another journal. But there ought to have been an acknow
ledgment of its derivation.

Mr. Cohen delivers his first London lecture this season in 
Victoria Park at 3.15 this afternoon (April 16), and a collec
tion will be taken up for the N. S. S. General Fund.

The Liverpool Branch held its annual meeting on Sunday. 
Its income for the year had been £100 15s. 3d., and its ex
penditure ,¿'97 12s. 2d. Mr. Rhodes was elected treasurer, 
in place of Mr. Dequan, who retired ; Mr. W. Cox, secretary; 
and Mr. Roberts, corresponding secretary. This Branch has 
decided not to have a president and vice-presidents, at any 
rate for a year. Other Branches that have tried this, we 
believe, have reverted to the orthodox method.

The Camberwell Branch opens a new outdoor lecture-station 
in Brockwell Park this afternoon (April 16). The platform 
will be near the Herne Hill gates. Local Freethinkers should 
support the platform.

The Nelson School Board elections take place at the end of 
this month, and there are two “ Secular ” candidates in the 
field—one put forward by the Social Democratic Federation, 
the other by the Independent Labor Party. We are advised 
that there is no chance for two “ Secular ” candidates, and 
that preference should be given to Mr. J. W. Horsfall, the 
S. D. F. candidate, who is a Freethinker and pledged to do 
his best to abolish Bible-reading in the Board schools. Mr. 
Horsfall is at present a member of the Board, and has there
fore the further advantage of experience.

Mr. A. E. Elderkin has an excellent letter in the Watford 
Obsetver in reply to the Rev. A. Bage, who said that the 
world had “ nothing to thank Freethinkers for.” We hope 
the reverend gentleman will have the courage to defend 
his utterance. Meanwhile we beg to urge upon Freethinkers 
the usefulness of contributing letters to their local newspapers. 
Such letters are read by thousands who never see a Free- 
thought journal.

Mr. M. Loafer (East London Branch) and Mr. Harry Brown 
(Finsbury Branch) are intending to cycle down to the Con
ference at Birmingham, and would be glad to hear from 
brothers of the wheel. Birmingham should be a town of 
special interest for cyclists, and many of the local saints are 
engaged in the industry. If those who care to join the party 
will communjcate with Miss Vance (also a cyclist), she will 
be pleased to make arrangements for their comfort upon 
arrival, and doubtless a Birmingham contingent would turn 
out to meet them en route.

The New York Truthseeker reproduces our eulogistic criti
cism of its handsome new edition of Paine’s Age of Reason.

How to Help Us.
(1) G et your newsagent to take a  few copies o f the Freethinker

and try to sell them, guaranteeing to take the copies that 
remain unsold.

(2) T ake an extra copy (or more), and circulate it among your
acquaintances.

(3) Leave a copy of the Freethinker now and then in the train, the
car, or the omnibus.

(4) Display, or ge t displayed, one of our contents-sheets, which
are o f a convenient size for the purpose. Mr. Forder will 
send them on application.

(5) G et your newsagent to exhibit the Freethinker in the window.

The Glories of this Century.

T h e  laurel of the nineteenth century is on Datw111 
brow,” said Robert G. Ingersoll the other day. . 
century has been the greatest of all. The invention > 
the discoveries, the victories on the field of thoug < 
the advances in nearly every direction of human ef ’ 
are without parallel in human history. In on gD 
directions have the achievements of this century 0 
excelled. The marbles of Greece have not been equa 
They still occupy the niches dedicated to perfec 
The sculptors of our century stand before the mira ^ 
of the Greeks in impotent wonder. They cannot  ̂
copy. They cannot give the breath of life to stone 
make marble feel and think. The plays of Shakesp®^ 
have never been approached. He reached the sun 
filled the horizon. In the direction of the dramatic, _ 
poetic, the human mind, in my judgment, in o  ̂
speare’s plays reached its limit. The field was harves ^  
all the secrets of the heart were told. The buds ® 
hopes blossomed, all seas were crossed, and all the s
were touched. an1d

“ W ith these two exceptions, the Grecian marb e 
the Shakespeare plays, the nineteenth century t>a ^ ¡ eS 
duced more for the benefit of man than all the cen ^  
of the past. In this century, in one direction, 
the mind has reached the limit. I do not belie g-ed 
music of W agner will ever be excelled. He cn ĵ to 
all passions, longings, memories, and aspiratioi 
tones, and with subtle harmonies wove tapes 
sound, whereon were pictured the past and iut c0’urse 
history and prophecy of the human heart. G* 
Copernicus, Galileo, Newton, and Kepler la1̂  ^ 5  
foundation of astronomy. It may be that the tm ^  
of Kepler mark the highest point in that directi 
the mind has reached. peak,

“ In the other centuries there is now and Alp
but through ours there runs a mountain range '  ^ eSe 
on Alp— the steamship that has conquered a breath 
seas ; the railway, with its steeds of steel wn raphS, 
of flame, covers the land ; the cables and teieg âv'C 
along which lightning is the carrier of thoug ^  to 
made the nations neighbors and brought the ' 
every home ; the making of paper from wood, j ry o> 
ing presses that made it possible to give the n ^  a„cj 
the human race each day ; the reapers, aflt
threshers that superseded the cradles, sC/, p-p's a. 
flails ; the lighting of streets and houses w . {foe 
incandescent lamps, changing night into day > 
vention of matches that made fire the c.orn^ red ^ 
man ; the process of making steel, disco jjjjoDS ,l 
Bessemer, saving for the world hundreds of n1 ¡j, to 
year ; the discovery of anaesthetics, changing ^ . tl̂  
happy dreams, and making surgery a set sUpS

a»1dspectrum analysis, that told us the secrets 0-  ̂  ̂ s ¡,.- 
the telephone, that transports speech, uniting the 
ears ; the phonograph, that holds in dots and m ^  sp& 
echoes of our words ; the marvellous machines ^  0• 
and weave, that manufacture the countless  ̂  ̂ ¡evef’ 
use, the marvellous machines whose wheels 
seem to think ; the discoveries in chemistry,  ̂foice' 
theory of light, the indestructibility of matter a tn 
the discovery of microbes and bacilli, so tha  ̂^\es^

«... ----S ‘ “ E‘V ---------  ( „ (  H‘“ , (I
became an artist, gave us the faces 01 v ;ctufeS ,y 
copies of the great paintings and statutes, f
the world’s wonders, and enriched the eyes q-j,e cj
with the spoil of travel, the wealth of art- f  »

« « « * __ _ StUtU ,

plague can be stayed without the assistance
The art of photography became known, ^¡eir

theory was advanced, embryology was si*-"-. . Msu 
science entered the secret house of life. The bi 
guided by fossil forms, followed the paths of 1 
he protoplasm up to man. Then came D^rVL 

the o f  Species, Natural Selection, and the 1
/  u f  F£ * esL From h>s brain there came a P  

,hC ° ld theories grew foolish and abs1" '^  &  
temple o f every science was rebuilt. That 
been called philosophy became childish supe^  co' 
the prison doors were opened and milH°nS (et>f 
victs of unconscious slaves, roved with joy overt 
less fields of freedom. Darwin and Haeckel f n.fro0f ^ i  
and their fellow workers filled the night of 
with the glittering stars o f truth. This >s 
century. He gained the greatest victory, the »
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brow”'1' "̂ be laurel ° f  the nineteenth century is on his

°f does the literature of to-day compare with that 
asked phrSt bak tbe centur7> *n your opinion ?” was 

“ Th

an<̂  Path°s, the equal of Hood. There is none 
bke in if- suhtle delicacy, the aerial footstep, the flame-
and 
and

ere is now no poet of laughter and tears, of

'notion of Shelley ; none with the amplitude, sweep, 
Passion, with the strength and beauty, the courage

our
my judgement,

da,, P0yal recklessness of Byron. The novelists of 
Bic)fre n°t the equals of Dickens. In my judgm 
TWo Sp S. yrote the greatest of all novels. The Tale of 
SOph , les is the supreme work of fiction. Its philo- 
statu 'S Per^ ct- The characters stand out like living 
ferocity hi its pages you find the blood and flame, the
in t;),: . ocii-sacnnce, or tne r rencn «.evolution, 
horror ?som of the Vengeance is the heart of the

In I0S, North Tower, sits one whom sorrowut°Ve bev j 1
and \v  ̂onc* tbe verge, rescued from death by insanity, 
the '  S,6e tbe spirit of Dr. Manette tremblingly cross 
the *blê ~ tbat bes between the night of dreams and

W ieff L,°^en hair, while on his hand and cheeks fall 
and shad 6SSed êars- The story is filled with lights

. blessed day where things are as they seem, as a 
-ress of golden ' • -

blessed tears. . y . ..
shadows, with the tragic and grotesque. While 

en„"°man knits, while the heads fall, Jerry Cruncher 
his kS b's rusty nails and his poor wife 1 flops ’ against 
ancH ness> and Prim Pross, who in the desperation 
Who • rr°r of love held Mine. Defarge in her arms, and 
dean U- the flash and crash found that her burden was 
shan , lS drawn by the hand of a master. And what 
his l  of Sydney Carton ? O f his last walk ? O f
there S ric*e’ folding the poor girl by the hand. Is 
fW: t  rnore wonderful character in all the realm or 
deathf r ^y^ney Carton, the perfect lover, going to his 
the th °r dle f°ve of one who loves another. I o me 
by p,-r.cc greatest novels are The Tale of Two Cities 
OuidaC ens> ^cs Miserables by Hugo, and Araidne by

T

\ ? iserahles is full Of faults and perfections. The
the“ '; «sometimes pushed to the grotesque but from 
hecoi epths k  brings the pearls of truth. A convict 
the n CS holier than the saint, a prostitute pur

C e n n- This b00k fills the - Utter Wlflh 
«T n> while the waters of the sewer reflect the sta ..

da, l ^ d n e -,.aasic dreaW,ie ^°u dnd tke aroma of all art. It is a 
¡I °°d of r "n' And there, too, you will find the hot 
I'f'ag vvritp' ~nd ample life. Ouida is the greatest 
u f  If Vor 0f. fiction. Some of her books I do not 

anda, jy  u uush to know what Ouida really is, read
ftlese Vn f  ° f  Flanders, The Leaf in a Storm. y°u w-” 1 • J

are n° veliS|
of >'0u wilihear thc_ beatings of b^^beart. 
are in n°velists of our time write go  ̂ they
tack lffr i0US> thc characters are we ’ them-
s e C e>. ^ergy. They do not appearrto a c t^  ^  bc 
Pushed mpelled by inner force. > m 0f  the
poets  ̂q>nd Pulled. The same may ̂  of

our^utUrv Tennyson belongs to the la writer. He
bad nonn He waE undoubtedly a g  a . volcanic.
He nev«ame or storm> no tidal wave, 0 nothing as 
‘utense r 0Verfl°wed the banks. He w 0f
Chiiu6*, as noble and pathetic, as the Ensor
nothin ’Wd ‘“n? as as purely poetic as ‘ The Skylark,’
sit]S °ne as ‘ The Grecian U rn ’; and yet he
Ke S’ he Was r greatest of poets. Viewed from a 
pg pts- In a ar g ra te r  than Shelley, far nobler tha 
aln,!Ct > bur _ v Poems Shelley reached almost tl„ UL poems Shelley reached almost the

^ g reatm! ann ig lessy  | r e TJ.w e a k > fe e b le ’ fra g m e n ta ry»
. rti,1 height_; 's- bo Keats in three poems reached

( in ‘ St. Agnes’s Eve, ^  poetry is 
‘Usip'ui wirKhe Nightingale’ i but mos

Vu/;,lh°yit thought, ‘ G IngEHSOLL.
Uth er (New York). R -

'T,r‘ith,
, 1  — )  U U L  l U O J l  m o

iee^e?. ^ Ugbt> beauty, or sincerity.’ 

CTo be concluded.)

A Sun. Startling Symptoms.

g r a » 01 teacber not long ago Savefpj'from^the “ v,Adam descnption of how Eve was created from s»n,„ mma >,

^ ^ S h S l ^ y o u n g e- tn V‘“g, nrpc-“ ^ .youngest member of the class that 
Ulve a w i f b i s  hand to his side, “ I’m afraid I’m 

e‘ The Sun,

Richard Cadile.

( Continuedfrom page 236. )
C a r l i l e  vigorously set to work at printing and publish
ing works under the ban of legal prohibition. He was 
determined, at whatever cost, to defy the Government, 
and resolved to publish, on principle, every forbidden 
book. His first step was to resist Southey’s attempt to 
suppress his early poem, Wat Tyler, composed in former 
days of Republican and Communistic convictions, when, 
with Coleridge, he fondly contemplated the progress of 
extreme principles, and longed to see them put into 
practice. O f that poem Carlile sold twenty-five 
thousand copies in 1817. His next publication was 
the prosecution and defence of Wooller, of the Black 
Dwarf. Next came a reprint of Paine’s political works, 
edited by Carlile and Sherwin conjointly. Immediately 
afterwards he reprinted William Hone’s suppressed 
political squibs, called The Parodies on the Book o f  
Common Prayer. This forced on the trial of Hone for 
blasphemy ; but happily the old book-worm, after 
making one of the most remarkable defences on record, 
was acquitted. The publication, however, of the 
Parodies cost Carlile eighteen weeks’ imprisonment in 
the King’s Bench Prison, from which he was liberated 
on the acquittal of Hone.

By the end of 1818 Carlile had published the theo
logical works of Paine, which, with the political writings 
and miscellaneous pieces, were collected in two hand
somely-printed volumes, forming the only complete 
edition of Paine ever published. No expense was spared 
to render the collection as complete as possible. The 
prosecutions set on foot against him gave to these 
works an unprecedented sale ; and other publications of 
a similar character were proceeded with, such as the 
Doubts of Infidels, Watson Refuted, Palmer's Principles 
of Nature, and the God of the fews. By the month of
October, 1819, six indictments were pending against 
him, two of which were tried from the 12th to the 16th 
of that month. “ When he came to trial,” says Mr. 
Holyoake, “ he had no clear understanding of the 
subject of his defence ; it was compiled from the 
pleadings of others for toleration and free discussion.” 
His defence, however, so alarmed the Emperor Alexander 
of Russia that he issued a Ukase, forbidding any 
printed report of it from being brought into his territory. 
The verdict was gained against him, and he was sen
tenced to fifteen hundred pounds fine, and three years’ 
imprisonment in Dorchester Gaol, whither he was 
driven off, handcuffed, in the middle of the night. 
This imprisonment was, of course, endured with no 
grateful feelings, but it produced a good result in 
affording opportunity for patient study of religious 
questions. “ He had taken the impression,” says Mr. 
Holyoake, “ from the hint of an aged political friend, 
that all the evils of mankind rooted in the superstition 
and consequent priestcraft practised upon them, and 
was resolved to devote the solitude of his imprisonment 
to the study of religious mysteries, and fearlessly and 
faithfully to make the revelation for the common good 
of man.” The brave man v/as true to his resolve. He 
did study those questions, and very speedily saw reason 
to disclaim all belief in dogmas and creeds based on 
revelation.

The first thing he did after the close of his trial was 
to publish a report of his defence, in which he had taken 
care to read the whole of Paine’s Age of Reason. The 
sale was immense, and to stay it a prosecution was 
begun against Mrs. Carlile, but was dropped on her 
declining the sale. She was not, however, long 
unmolested. “ Under pretence of seizing for Mr. 
Carlile’s fines,” says Mr. Holyoake, “ the sheriff, with 
a writ of levari facias from the Court of K ing’s Bench, 
took possession of his house, furniture, and stock-in- 
trade, and closed the shop. It was thus held from 
November 16 to December 24. Rent became due, and 
it was then emptied. Under Mr. Carlile’s desire, Mrs. 
Carlile renewed a business, in January, 1820, with what 
could be scraped together from the unseized wreck of 
their property. In February she was arrested ; but the 
first indictment failed through a flaw in its construction. 
She was immediately proceeded against by the Attorney- 
General, and became her husband’s fellow-prisoner in 
Dorchester Gaol in February, 1821.” The sentence
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passed upon her was two years’ imprisonment, not one 
jot of which was abated, although her accouchement in 
gaol without proper attendance seemed so terrible to 
her husband that he did for her what he never did for 
himself, and begged of Peel to grant her a release.

Carlile’s sister Mary Ann carried on the business after 
Mrs. Carlile’s imprisonment. She, likewise, was prose
cuted by the relentless Government, and in November, 
1821, found herself a fellow-prisoner with her brother, 
under a fine of five hundred pounds. The business was 
continued by Mrs. W right, and a troop of other 
assistants, whose names should be put on record: 
George Beer, John Barkley, Humphrey Boyle, Joseph 
Rhodes, William Holmes, John Jones, Joseph Trust, 
Charles Sanderson, Thomas Jeffries, William Haley, 
William Campion, Richard Hassell, Michael O’Connor, 
William Cochrane, John Clarke, John Christopher, and 
Thomas Riley Perry. All of these were imprisoned for 
terms varying from six months to three years. A 
second seizure of house and stock was made, on pretence 
of satisfying the fines. But no abatement was made 
from the amount of fines, and, notwithstanding Carlile’s 
persistent applications to “ Christian Judge Bailey,” he 
was obliged to serve out the extra three years’ imprison
ment in lieu thereof.

Carlile’s imprisonment was rendered as irksome to 
him as possible. Inside the gaol the utmost indignities 
were practised upon him, his wife, and his sister. The 
chaplain laughed at their complaints, and more than 
hinted that no degradation could exceed their deserts. 
He even professed a fear that the thieves confined there 
might be contaminated by communication with a heretic 
and Republican, and suggested precautions against 
such a deplorable contingency. The prisoner’s oppor
tunities of exercise in fresh air depended on the 
caprice of the gaoler ; and even when permitted that 
luxury he was led out as a caged animal, and exhibited 
to the gaze of the passing curious. In consequence of 
this he passed two years and a half in his own 
chamber, for which he paid two guineas and a half 
a week, without going into the open air. During the 
whole period he continued to edit the Republican as 
vigorously as before, and made, it more decided on 
theological questions. To spite his persecutors, he 
dated it in the era of “ the Carpenter’s W ife’s Son.” 
None of his publications had been suppressed, and the 
Cabinet was reported to have acknowledged Carlile 
invincible in his course of moral resistance. When he 
was liberated from Dorchester Gaol in 1825, the free
dom of the press was virtually complete so far as 
Government was concerned. His incarcerated shop
men had still to finish their terms of imprisonment, but 
no fresh arrests were made. One brave, unflinching 
man had done battle against the power and wealth of 
the oligarchy, and issued from the contest victor. His 
practical sagacity, even while imprisoned, provided 
against every unfavorable contingency, and devised 
means to surmount every obstacle. When he found 
that the Government could not be beaten by straight
forward means, he adopted others ; laws which could 
not be broken he eluded. The intention of Government 
to exhaust his means of resistance by repeated arrests 
of his shopmen he frustrated by providing a mechanical 
process of sale. Books were sold through an aperture, 
so that the buyer was unable to identify the seller. 
Afterwards they were sold by clockwork. On a dial 
was written the name of every publication for sale ; the 
purchaser entered, and turned the hand of the dial to 
the book he wanted, which, on depositing his money, 
dropped down before him without the necessity of any 
one speaking. The circulation of his books was quad
rupled, and cheering crowds assembled daily around his 
shop windows. In the provinces, at public dinners, the 
health was drunk of “ Carlile’s invisible shopman.” 
The number of copies of Paine’s works sold was 
am azing; from December, 1818, to December, 1822, 
20,000 copies were sent into circulation. While in 
prison his friends liberally supported him ; subscriptions 
to the amount of ^500 a year were acknowledged in 
the Republican. The profits of the business also 
amounted to about ¿£50 per week. Occasionally the 
trade was prodigious ; in one week, while a trial was 
pending, Mrs. Carlile took £ 5 0 °  over the counter. On 
his leaving Dorchester Gao), one friend lent him ^1,000 
to extend his business in the new shop at 62 Fleet-

street. The triumph was on the side of Right agains 
M igh t; the war had lasted six years, and Might was 
worn out and obliged to retreat. Henceforth, a Ĵl0Uq|j 
newspaper duties, or “ taxes on knowledge, s 
continued to impede the sale of literature amongst 
working classes, Bourbon misrule was absolu / 
impossible. Editors and publishers enjoyed a pleasa 
peace, won for them mainly by Carlile’s invinci 
hostility to oppression. G. W . F oote.

(  To be continued. )

Hospital Religion.

A short time ago I received an ultimatum from ia 
doctor to the effect that I must have an operation p 
formed ; and, as he strongly advised it, I deterrnj 
to have it performed at one of our big hospitals. ^ 
the one thing that struck me more than another  ̂
the extreme religious tone of the place. From the . 
ray of the rising sun, which lit up some gaudily "Pal

out » was
text on the wall, to the time when “ lights  ̂ earS 

night, and the Sister read prayers, my
____ __ sound of prayers and my eyes f e%
tracts, text-cards, etc., which were showered up0 
by religious visitors.

The first morning that I was in, and aim os ^  
mediately after my operation, I was lying in lT1?vayS 
with that sickly, nauseating feeling which one j 
experiences after taking an anmsthetic, when wbat 
pious visitor arrived. She was a

ed

my
arrived. She was a lady of 

mature age, with a benevolent but thoroughly ni» ^  
cast of face, carrying a bag from which she ex ,s. 
a copy of some maudlin, red-hot salvation-and- 
Soap-advertisement paper (which doubtless g a'  , 
usual account of the impossible Atheist conver 
the equally impossible arguments of some ^  

■ - - with « - «-infidel-slayer), which she presented to me wh'cn
I eU'platitudes, which, judging by the fluent way 1 

she delivered them, were constantly on tap. ~ .̂¡js 
deavored feebly to waive her away, telling her ^  
very unorthodox, to which she replied by presen » as 
with a card, and saying : “ Oh ! that doesn’t ma
long as we believe in the Bible !” I was feeling un' 
and sleepy to make any reply to this somew 
expected answer, so, with a weary sigh, I turne flie, 
to shut my eyes. After hurling a few more texts ^  
she departed to administer spiritual consolation <eft, 
unfortunate occupier of the next cot. The earn ]̂at 
however, came in very useful to cut the pageS 
splendid lecture of Ingersoll’s, entitled A the
W hile using it as a paper-cutter, I lazily scrutm j(_see

It read : “ Three Spared s v̂j1gLt a 
text. Rather curious to Seeo n < S

writing thereon.
such-and-such a
“ Spared N o t” was, I took the Bible, which, in_c  ̂ pg
with a prayer-book and a hymn-book, was m r̂\v 
behind my head, and looked up the referencejy .̂eCj 1 
reader will at once imagine how extremely conlj0t "'a:j 
was to find that, according to these texts, my 
undoubtedly in the Lake of Fire. No soon® ^  tb® 
replaced the Bible in its bag than the Siste 
ward came up and asked me what Church 1 s e e <  
to. On my telling her I was an Agnostic, si ^ j uriiV 
a little surprised ; but I am bound to say 
my stay in the ward she showed me

she 
that

n o t h i n g  &
greatest kindness and courtesy. Having rea^e 
pages of Ingersoll, my attention was drawn_
in the bed opposite, who was groaning as . ¡ng 
pain. His bed had over it a frame coma '  ̂judr,, 
following legend : “ O Lord, correct me, but '  jjjiii'j 
ment, not in thine anger, lest thou bring me to sphenl' :f 
Now I think that is the rankest piece of b 
have ever heard. Imagine a man daring alj ’ 
he dared, presuming— to address such W°r^n, 
imagined Regulator of the Universe ! 
with the article which defines the De'tv aS 
parts or passions, and wonder at the 
dictions of Christianity. , ,n the U;t

- .................................  clearly

tir® 
„ th>s

C o m p l u 1
Deity aS, c ß tf l*  

absurd

Texts of this description point out cl
biassed mind the low 
Christians have of theii

and creeping 
deity.

idea thaL CrT
Lapses of this ^

tion into the phraseology of the East stamp 1 tj-ir>F; 
as Oriental and unworthy of the belief of a!|'rjstia1'1 
man ; but so bound up are most of us in
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tal ' °Ur ear^est childhood, and so hackneyed have the 
li ° the Bible become, that, from their very fami- 
g. 1 y* they fall on our ears as meaningless ; and so the 
y, . majority of men never think of examining their 

jacity with an open mind.
'viler*11 a r̂a*d> however, the Lord was very busy some- 
c°t it® 6 Se aP ^me> as Poor fellow over whose 
o’cl f tooc* was writhing in terrible agony. At eight 
dia f s*ster rang a small muffin-bell, and read a 
q P .®r °f the Bible and the prayers for the day. 
not [l* e,the.idi°cy of the petitions to the deity, this was 
"'hicti eaS*n^’ as ^ie reader had a beautiful soft voice, 
servic Was clu t̂e a pleasure to listen to. This short 

"̂ttclay r̂ou& ,̂: t°  my mind a lecture I heard a few
s

are — w^ e women remain in the mire.” These latter

roote’ a^° at dle Athenæum Hall, in which Mr. 
stiao aaid : “ If is no good freeing men from super-

sure]°me °f fhe truest words I have ever heard ; for, 
strony’ . de sex remains and woman has got such a 
be that Uf^Uence over man, the religion of woman will 
the nr' 0t man- Rescue the woman from the hands of 
have ‘6-t’ knock off the fetters of priestcraft, and you 
but rrjLaineid> n°t one generation to the cause of truth,

evident'J Xt: day  ̂ Was vis*fed early hy the chaplain, who
0\Vn th-' ■— “  see that I was in the habit of doing my 
Purely U1<lng, so he very wisely confined himself to 
c°ttiparSt’CU*ar suhjects. After this visit the day was 
able to rlVev  free from objectionable visitors, so I was 
Scribble^6f ̂ lrouffh a little reading in comfort, and also 

The da *evv w°rds of this article. 
arr>ved ^  following being Good Friday, the parson 
°n the A?11 l̂e scene early to deliver a short discourse 
feeble ex <?nemf nt* Now, I have heard some extremely 
but ugygf’ ^aatlons of this cornerstone of Christianity, 
Saucly pu ln ad niy life have I listened to such a flow of 
c°ver lln frase°l°gy as that with which he endeavored to
mank;,UP the most idiotic lie that has ever been thrust on‘ttllKirid rr"*T°1' 1'aivJLlc lie LiiaL nas ever ueen u iiu s i un
°n to sa having got into a muddle over this, he passed 
nfind, $oy . a 6̂W vvords on the Fall. Nothing, to my 

s amps Christianity as a cowardly superstitionl t c  o  w i n i b L l c  -

°f a Cc°unting for the misery in the world by the sin 
°f it an"ian- A woman, forsooth, the cowardly shame 
this n * your parson, who is a firm believer o
'v°rnan Ŝe ?̂r a day or two from his work of degrading 
sickne. '1‘s c'lurch, and go and spend a few days in 
Who ar a cot m a hospital, under the care of nurses, 
come 2 devoting their lives to this work, and it he 
that ,and again preaches the same lie, then sure y 
1’sa.tionU S|t°uld be considered out of the pale of civi-
goocw: N°th’ ■
th,

a -—-uing has ever so impressed m e^ ^  frQm
Ss of woman as the treatment Their

eager reS®s’ hands while I was under t h e i ‘ cheerful
l y  Ss to soothe your suffering, thei nsation

Smil'mg fr CB "A T d th e T r  lights are u pain }'ou are undergoing. Ana . when
Perhapserved’ and darkness steals over t0 the
gentleP Pa'n is eased for a time, tle 0f  the
WiUcj thro,i'"̂ r°M their skirts, like tli
y0uuf easine. h, 6 aufr'mn trees, and you watch them flit 
U>0 f‘1ink-_wji a .Pain of some poor sufferer, it makes 

ln in our at ls his religion which seeks to degrade
eyes? D r a g o n .

Book Chat.
f c 8 Lily n
^ “dsii, a^th LL’ a .Uanai
,Ctiri0sih A‘ und r  ^ î’jnet-matter for her novel, The Mormon 
With «y' "  ’ ' —

a Canadian author of repute, lias used

. Ä r ;'■ '•n t|“' vve fpu The author’s name roused our
r enti0r, Matter.p)nCe? a.in that, unlike most books dealing
! > d  and Wei»iL.?a*n*s> it would be at least worthy of 

5onal
v ll!r Ve g

c]-^s y, subip r r  iater:
S ^ e ly  c to bitter persecution. Miss Doug-all 

thftl®did brinp-o ’ anc* ^as evidently studied her subject 
the > rk of\ ?dvocal°at„ ,Vcry clear>y the fact that_ Joseph

i*i  ̂tllrv WQ vrr0 J »t. vvouiu iv«ow »» ̂
ivBPersonalih,rCrIiot disappointed. The story revolves 

rf.i-l°nnrv Se® him " °. J°seph Smith, the founder of Mormon- 
-Sinus k fi" a .the °utse

.ir,tes °dy, suhlr.«.11,111 later as the trusted leader of a„ s b, outset of his career as a mere

",Pre: ? W Ä p o lygESn,ir,,;sent ..‘“ s Inin . A -/gamy, but the reverse. This was 
n,tlme the “ Qlatii .successor, Brigham Young. At 

Mr extrBUtnber „m itlute” Mormons are monogamous, 
stan?°ns. Patheim f .musands. Miss Dougall gives us

^ m S  ^ t e r  p i c t u r e « ;  o f  a  c u f f A t - i n o - Q  n f  f - i iA  A C i r l \r! the - P a ikL1C Pictures of the sufferings of the early 
value of r(1|0-S n,1gs true ; she evidently fully under- 

ticence. What some lady writers would

have done with a like subject we tremble to think of. A very 
pretty love-story runs through the book, and the heroine 
interests us from start to finish. The weakest part of the 
book is the end, which deals with the death of the Mormon 
Prophet. The telling of the story by a subsidiary character, 
merely introduced for that purpose, was an error. Apart 
from this, the book is excellent. Miss Dougall’s portrait of 
Joseph Smith is not uninviting, and her pictures of the early 
days of Mormonism are very accurate.

* * *
We turned with considerable interest to the little volume 

on Robert Louis Stevenson in the “ Famous Scots Series,” by 
Margaret Moyes Black, it seems ungracious to say hard 
things about this lady, and we are loth to do so ; but she 
exasperates us beyond words. The business of a biographer 
is twofold. She should know everything worth knowing 
about the subject accurately, and she must make a living 
portrait of her hero. This little volume is overloaded with 
material, most of which is wholly irrelevant. Endless trivial 
details meet the reader everywhere. The narrative is dis
jointed and harassing, and the writing is painfully reminiscent 
of Marie Corelli and her school. To the admirers of Stevenson 
the book will prove a great disappointment.

* * *
Messrs. Sonnenschein will shortly publish a History of 

Freethought., by Mr. John M. Robertson. Freethought will 
be traced from the earliest times through the civilisations of 
India, Persia, Phoenicia, Greece, and Rome, its existence 
under Christism and Islam being then described down to 
our own times.

* * *
The publishers do not seem tired of blasphemous titles. A 

forthcoming novel by Mr. J. G. Donnelly, dealing with 
Mexico, will be named Jesus Delaney.

National Secular Society.

R e p o r t  of monthly Executive meeting, held on Thursday, 
April 6, at 377 Strand ; the President (Mr. G. W. Foote) 
in the chair. Present : Messrs. E. Bater, F. Schaller, W. 
Heaford, E. W. Quay, C. Quinton, M. Loafer, W. Leat, J. 
Neate, B. Munton, H. Brown, and T. Wilmot, and Miss E. M. 
Vance (Secretary).

Minutes of previous meeting and cash statement were 
adopted.

Two applications were before the meeting for permission to 
form Branches of the Society, and formal authority was given 
for new Branches at West Flam and Battersea—the former 
being the outcome of Mr. Foote’s visit to Stratford and the 
recent attack upon the Freethinker. Forty-nine applications 
for membership were presented, and the applicants were duly 
elected.

The Excursion Committee’s report was received and 
adjourned until next meeting for further details, and to 
enable the Secretary to ascertain the amount of support 
likely to be secured from London Branches.

Tire President referred to Mr. Charles Watts’s unfortunate 
illness, and his probable early return to England.

Indisposition, and other causes, having prevented a tuli 
attendance of the Finance Committee, their report on the 
Open-air Demonstrations stands over until the next meet
ing, which was arranged for Thursday, April 20.

E dith  M. V a n ce , Secretary.

The Convert.

W illiam so n ’s m other adm itted her boy w as a  trifle “ dense
Neighbors called him a Natural, minus a grain of sense.
People who chanced to meet him thought that the youth 

was mad,
But the vicar saw in the numbskull “ a fine and promising 

lad.”
He cornered his prey one morning. “ Do you love the Lord ?” 

said he.
Then Williamson grinned and shuffled : “ I dunno who he 

may be.”
“ 1 feared it, my friend, I feared i t ! You’re still on the 

broad, smooth way ;
But read this Bible, beloved, and get converted to-day.”
Now Jones had snowballed our hero (for Jones was a little 

boy),
And Williamson read his Bible, and was filled with holy joy.
“ When I am singing in Heaven, Jones will be snug in Hell.
Jones will be lost for ever,” said Williamson ; “ it is well 1”
So he was perfectly happy— said he was ready to go—
Yearned for his crown, harp, and mansion—and fricasseed 

Jones below.
And glad was the heart of the pastor as he made in his book 

a note :—
“ Williamson now is a Christian ; sails in the Heaven-bound 

boat.”
1 J ohn  Y o u n g .
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S U N D A Y  L E C T U R E  N O T I C E S , E T C . WORKS BY CHARLES WATTS.
[Notices o f Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, 

and be marked “ Lecture Notice,”  i f  not sent onpost-card.\
LO N D O N .

T he A tfienæum H a ll  (73 Tottenham Court-road, W .) : 7.30, 
Chilperic Edwards, “ Ancient Monuments and the Bible."

Batter sea  B ranch : Meeting's every Monday at 8.30, at 8 
Atherton-street, Battersea.

B radlaugh  C lu b  and  In stitu te  (36 Newington Green-road, 
Ball’s Pond) : 8.30, A  Concert.

C am berw ell  (North Camberwell Hall, 16 N ew  Church-road) : 
Every Saturday, at 7, Debating Class. Sunday, at 7.30, J. M. 
Robertson, "Christianity and Character.”

E ast L ondon E th ical So cie ty  (Bow Vestry Hall, Bow-road, 
E.) : 7, J. C. Millington, B .A., “ Theophobia.”

South  L ondon E th ical  So cie ty  (Surrey Masonic Hall, Cam
berwell New-road, S.E.) : 3.30, Children’s Festival ; 7, Dr.
Washington Sullivan, “ Is W ar a  N ecessary Institution?"

W est London E th ical  So cie ty  (Kensington Town Hall) : 11, 
Stanton Coit, “ Byron and the Spirit o f R evolt.”

O pen-air  P ropaganda.
B a tter sea  Pa r k  G a tes : 11.30, J. Ramsey.
B ro c k w ell  Pa ak  (near Herne-hill G ates): 3.15, E. Pack, 

“ Christian M ythology.”
H yde  Pa r k  (near Marble Arch) : 11.30, Mr. Heaford.
H am pstead  H eath  (near F lagstaff): 3.15, Mr. Heaford.
K ilburn  (corner of Victoria-road) : 7, A  lecture.
Mile E nd W a s t e : 11.30, R. P. Edwards.
T he T riangle (Salmon Lane, Limehouse): 11.30, C. Cohen.
C am be r w ell  (Station-road) : 11.30, E. P a ck ,"  Forgotten Chris

tian Truths."
Str a tfo r d  (The Grove) : 11.30, A  lecture.
V ictoria  Park  (near the Fountain): 3.15, C. Cohen.
W estm inster  (Grosvenor Embankment): 11.30, F. A. Davis, 

“ Christianity and Slavery."

C O U N T R Y .
B irmingham B ranch  (Prince o f W ales Assembly Rooms) : 

W . Dyson— 3, " Is Spiritualism a Delusion ?” 7, “ Christianity a 
Borrowed Religion.”

Bolton  (Spinner’s Hall, Georges-road) : Arthur B. Moss— 3, 
“ The Drama of Christianity” ; 6.30," His M ajesty the D evil.”

C hatham  S ecular  So cie ty  (Queen’s-road, N ew Brompton ) : 
2.45, Sunday-school ; 7, Mrs. Bradlaugh Bonner, “ A  Little 
Englander's Look Round.”

E dinburgh  (Moulders’ Arms H all): 6.30,, Mr. M acwaters, 
“ Theism and M orality.”

G lasgow  (Lecture Hall, 110 Brunswick-street) : H. Percy W ard 
— 11.30, “ Is Man a Failen A ngel or a Risen Anim al?" 2.30,“ Jesus 
the Infidel 6.30, “ How Christianity has Cursed Humanity.”

G reat Y armouth  F re eth in k e r s ’ A ssociation  (Freethinkers’ 
Hall, bottom of Broad-row). Thursdays, at 8.30, Elocution Class. 
Sunday, at 7, A  lecture.

H ull (Friendly Societies' Hall, No. 2 Room) : W . H. Bailey, 
“ A  Few  Pen-and-ink Sketches o f my Favorite Authors.”

L eice ste r  S ecular C lub (Humberstone-gate): 6.30, Sydney 
Gimson, ” Secular Propaganda."

L iverpool (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square) : 3, Mr. Small’s 
Philosophy Class— " Mr. Bradlaugh’s Doubts and D ialogues"; 7, 
Mr. Smith.

Manchester  S ecular Ha ll  (Rusholme-road, All Saints): 
G. W . Foote— 11, " T h e  Dreyfus Affair and the Catholic Con
spiracy against the French R epublic” ; 3, “ W hat would Jesus 
D o?” 7, ” Souls, Spirits, and Ghosts.”

S h effield  S ecular S o cie ty  (Hall of Science, Rockingham- 
street): Ernest Evans— 3, " How to Spend a H oliday” ; 7, “ Meat 
and Milk : How they may Produce Diseases "— with lantern illus
trations. T ea  at 5.

South  S hields (Captain Duncan’s Navigation School, Market
place): 7.30, A  Reading.

Lecturers’ Engagements.
C. C ohen, 17 Osborne-road, High-road, Leyton.— April 16 

m., Limehouse ; a ., Victoria Park ; 23, a ., Victoria Park ; e., 
Athenaeum, Tottenham Court-road ; 30, m. Mile End ; a., V ic
toria P ark; e., Athemeum. May 3, Mile End W aste; 7 and 14, 
M anchester; 21, Birmingham Conference.

A rthur  B. Moss, 44 Credon-road, S .E .—  April 16, Bolton; 23, 
e., Edmonton. May 7, m., Clerkenwell, a., Victoria Park ; 14, a. 
and e., Brockwell Park ; 21, m., Mile End ; e., Victoria Park ; 
e., Stratford. 28,a., Hampstead Heath. June 4, m., Hyde Park; 
e., Hammersmith ; 18, a. and e., Brockwell Park ; 25, m., Batter
sea.

H. P ercy  W ard , 5 Alexandra-road, Edgbaston, Birmingham. 
— April 16, G lasgow .

POSITIVISM. •
“ Reorganisation, without god or king, by the systematic 

■ worship of Humanity."
Inform ation and publications on the R eligion  o f  H u m an ity 

m ay be obtained free on application  to the C h u rch  o f 
H u m an ity, N ew castle-on-Tyne.

T H E  C L A IM S  O F  C H R I S T I A N I T Y  E X A M IN E D , FROM 
A  R A T IO N A L IS T  S T A N D P O IN T . 64 pp., 6d., by post7d- 

T H E  T E A C H IN G S  O F  S E C U L A R I S M  C O M P A R E " 
W IT H  O R T H O D O X  C H R IS T IA N IT Y , is ., by post is- 

S E C U L A R I S M  : D E S T R U C T I V E  A N D  C O N S T R I C 
T IV E . 3d., by post qd. ^

A G N O S T IC IS M  A N D  C H R IS T I A N  T H E IS M  : WHICH 
IS T H E  M ORE R E A S O N A B L E ? 3d., by post 4d.

A  R E P L Y  T O  F A T H E R  L A M B E R T ’S “  T A C T IC S  Of 
IN F ID E L S .” 6d., by post 7d.

T H E O L O G I C A L  P R E S U M P T IO N . An Open Letter t0 
the Rev. Dr. R. F. Burns, o f Halifax, N .S. 2d., by post • 

T H E  N A T U R A L  A N D  T H E  S U P E R N A T U R A L  i OR' 
B E L IE F  A N D  K N O W L E D G E . 3d., by post 4d. 

E V O L U T I O N  A N D  S P E C I A L  C R E A T IO N . 3d., by PoS
4d.

S C I E N C E  A N D  T H E  B I B L E . 4d., by post sd.
B I B L E  M O R A L I T Y  : Its T ea ch in g s  Show n  to be ConVj>

dictory and Defective as an Ethical Guide. 3d., by post 3/^( 
S E C U L A R I S M  : IT S  R E L A T I O M  T O  T H E

SOCIAL

PR O B LE M S O F  T H E  D A Y . 2d., by post 2J^d. 
S E C U L A R I S M : IS  I T  F O U N D E D  O N  R E A S O N , AN 

IS IT S U F F IC IE N T  T O  M E E T  T H E  W A N T S  OF y 
K IN D ?  Debate between the Editor o f the Evening 1 . 
(Halifax, N .S.) and Charles W atts. With Prefatory Let e . c. 
G. J. H olyoake and Colonel R. G . Ingersoll, and an Int 
tion by Helen H. Gardener, is ., by post is. 2d.

S A IN T S  A N D  S I N N E R S  : W H I C H ?  3d., by post 4d- & 
W F IY  D O  R I G H T ?  A  S ecularist’s A nsw er. 3d., by P0^  ' 
E D U C A T IO N  : T R U E  A N D  F A L S E . 2d., by post 
T H E  S U P E R S T I T I O N  O F  T H E  C H R IS T I A N  SU N D d • 

A  Plea for Liberty and Justice. 3d., by post 4d.
T H E  E X I S T E N C E  O F  G O D  ; O R , Q U E S T IO N S  * 

T H E IS T S . 2d., by post 2j£d. c _
London : Charles W atts, 17 Johnson’s-court, F leet-street,^ ^ ,

THE BEST BOOK
O N  N E O -M A LT H U SIA N ISM  IS, I BELIEVE,

TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND PRAcTl 
OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

By J. R. H O LM ES, M .M .L., M .V.S., M .N.S.S.
. •;/ lettc* '̂

160 pages, with portrait and autograph, bound in cloth, g "
Price is ., post free. tj,e

In order to bring the information within the reach of the po^. j,» 
most important parts o f the book are issued in a painpn for 
pages at ONE pe n n y , post free 2d. Copies of the paWP 
distribution is. a dozen post free.

The National Reformer o f September 4, 1892
« Mr.

saysj( n{ the
ent o'

XlVZUllt/D pti.111 ......................................IO €**» UlillVOl UIJCACCJÍUUI'“. “ ’ .

Neo-Malthusian theory and practice.......and th r o u g h p u .e e  to
Holm es’ pamphlet.......is an almost unexceptional

5
the Neo-Malthusian cause and to human well-being* %
to moral feeling-.......The special value o f Mr. Holmes &
♦  M o n . l V I o U R u c i a n  o n n e p  a r» H  t r\ h i i m n n  w p l l . h p i t l ß f  tD

neflt ntju st his combination in his pamphlet o f a plain statem * acco", 
ysical and moral need for family limitation with a  p-‘ au cO1 

of the means by which it can be secured, and an offej L 
ce rned of the requisites at the lowest possible prices. . ]gj P ’ 

The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. DO®PllTiS. 
Allbutt, and others, have also spoken of it in very high c oiid0' ’

---------  - -  J r-street,

e r * 5 :

The trade supplied by R. Fo rd e r , 28 Stonecutter-:
E. C. Other orders should be sent to the author,

J. R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAGE, B

W. J. Rendell’s “ W ife's Frie»d
o. 31’

Recommended by Mrs. Bcsant in Law o f  Population, X" ^ 0, 
Dr. Allbutt in Wife's Handbook, p. 51. Made ONLY , £jyC 
Chadwell-street, C lerkenw ell; 2s. per doz., post r̂cCTjop1 
in larger quantities). For particulars send stamped en

3* * i í
tie"

Important Caution.
dealpf etC"

Beware o f useless imitations substituted by some —, „ 
chemists, the words “  Rendell & C o ," and “  / W. Rende». .¡c 
being speciously and plausibly introduced to deceive the p«p

Look for A utograph R egistered T rade

_ 3

No. 182,688'

In Red Ink on each box, without which none are gE‘n Éi„

4S1 Cd^'-lnT 3 S jÿ n&®> wilh Vertical and R everseCurret'f, f c <  

pound," S" D r AMh Pow der, ,s . 2d. »

prices post free. A  S 2um ," e Pow ders’ 3s- ^

W. J .  RENDELL, 15 Chadwell-st., Clerkenwe11, ®

iitt'”’

:
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Now Ready. Forty-eight Pages. Price Sixpence.

INBERSOLL’S GRAND NEW LECTURE
ON

S U P
Which is attracting immense audiences in America.

L O N D O N : R. FO R D E R , 28 STO N E C U T T E R -ST R E E T , E.C.

Pe c u l i a r  p e o p l e
a n  o p e n  l e t t e r

TO

Mr . j u s t i c e  w i l l s

^foornas George Senior
hs’ Imprisonment with H.

F ° R  O B E Y IN G  T H E  B I B L E .

Now Ready, price 2d., by post 3d.,

TH E  A P R IL  No. OF

THE LITERARY GUIDE
AN D  R A T IO N A L IS T  R EVIEW ,

ON HIS SENTENCING

--is George Senior Containing- a Special Supplement consisting-of a
0 pour T . Summary of the late Professor W. K. Clifford’s

vncns Imprisonment with Hard Labor
heretical essays and addresses.

Ss«ed by
G. W. FOOTE.

S e c u l a r  So cie ty  (Ltd.), 376-7 Strand, London.

Price One Penny.G ^ e s  Can

liS  bvParce>s of ° bta;ined for free distribution at 2s. per hundred.
c°p'es can be obtained by N. S. S. Branches, 

to j j r ' j, >SS Vance, Secretary, 376-7 Strand, London, 
order, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C .

Also important articles by J. McCabe, F. J.Gould, 
and Charles E. Hooper. Mr. Gould interviews a Free- 
thought novelist.

London : W atts & Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, E.C .

FLO W ER SO F FREETHOUGHT
BY

G. W. Foote.
T l ) g  o  1>nce 3d-> bT Post 4d->

ecular Almanack for 1899.

G .***« & . 11
F'ooT, C^lendar

Edited b y  G. W. FOOTE.

Jor 1899.—The Future of Freethought. By

Seo.lUt he tin,... UI ouuci suuuu. r)y
lt>nal Sep51! Society Superstition. By W. H eafo rd .

n"'~ ¡ociet Enuited— Information Concerning theecu'ar Societv— — miormauon wc 
Lon.i Ereethought Lecturers.X ; Ri P  ,

— -̂ ^  ^ rder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C .

a'te£, Household Doctor. 

^ u.heIHE BEST BOOK
*l0'v to o ' bs Pao-Zf,r, E°u are not as well as you would like 

Ure them \vUu End a  Treatise on most Diseases,
Q p 1 Herbs, which are Nature’s Remedies.

’ S iXPence- E ost  F ree.

Church-row, Stockton-on-Tees.

I t  su,
I  lst ° f  Prices Free.

Second Series (cloth), 2s. 6d.

C ontents :— Luscious Piety— The Jewish Sabbath— God's D ay 
— Professor Stokes on Immortality— Paul Bert— Converting a 
Corpse— Bradlaugh’s Ghost— Christ and Brotherhood— The Sons 
of G od— Melchizedek— S'w'elp me God— Infidel Homes— Are 
Atheists Cruel ?— Are Atheists W icked ?— Rain Doctors— Pious 
Puerilities— "T h u s saith the L o rd ”— Believe or be Damned—  
Christian Charity— Religion and Money— Clotted Bosh— Lord 
Bacon on Atheism— Christianity and Slavery— Christ Up to Date 
— Secularism and Christianity— Altar and Throne— Martin Luther 
— The Praise of Folly— A  Lost Soul— Happy in Hell— The A ct of 
God— Keir Hardie on Christ— Blessed be ye Poor— Converted 
Infidels— Mrs. Booth’s Ghost— Talm age on the Bible— Mrs. 
Besant on Death and After— The Poets and Liberal Theology—  
Christianity and Labor— D uelling—An Easter E g g  for Christians 
— Down among the Dead Men— Smirching a Hero— Kit Marlowe 
and Jesus Christ— Jehovah the Ripper— The Parson's Living 
W age— Did Bradlaugh Backslide ? —  Frederic Harrison on 
Atheism— Save the Bible !— Forgive and F orget— The Star o f 
Bethlehem— The G reat Ghost— Atheism and the French Revolu- 

on— Piggotlism — Jesus at the Derby— Atheist Murderers— A  
Religion for Eunuchs— Rose-W ater Religion.

London : R . Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E .C .

S ' h° ! SOn °U 3 PAINTS.
nh'aVen ^ t e 0i nflLuenccs. Samples Free. J. Greevz 

u ton, Liverpool ’ 01 TbomPson> 25 Chats-

nt T A N T O N , the People’s Dentist, 335 Strand (opposite Somerset 
House).— T E E T H  on V U L C A N IT E , 2s. 6d. each ; upper or 

lower set, £ 1 .  Best Quality, 4s. each ; upper or lower, £2. 
Completed in four hours when required ; repairing or alterations 
in two hours. If you pay more than the above, they are fancy 
charges. Teeth on platinum, 7s. 6d. each ; on 18 ct. gold, 15s. ; 
stopping, 2s. 6d. ; extraction, is. ; painless by gas, 5s.
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INGERSOLL'S NEW LECTURE

T H E  D E V I L
Price Sixpence, post free.

L O N D O N :  R. F O R D E R ,  28 S T O N E C U T T E R - S T R E E T ,  E .C .

NOW  READY, STOUT PAPER  COVERS, Is .; CLOTH, 2s.

TH E  BOOK OF GOD
IN THE LIGHT OF THE HIGHER CRITICISM.

With Special Reference to Dean Farrar’s New Apology*

B y  G . W .  F O O T E .
L O N D O N  : R. F O R D E R ,  28 S T O N E C U T T E R - S T R E E T ,  E .C .

Self-measunement Form.

TONS

In Weight of 

Manufacturers’ 

Remnants.

C o a t .
Inches.

Length o f w a is t........
Full length of c o a t__
H alf width of b a ck ... 
Centre back to elbow., 
Centre of back to full

length o f s le e v e .....
Round chest, close to 

armpits, over vest,
not co a t.....................

Round waist, over 
vest ..........................

T rousers.

Round waist over
trousers ........

Inside leg  scam . 
Full length of

trousers............
Round thigh........
Round k n ee ........
Round bottom ... 
Lined or unlined . 
Side or cross 

p o c k e ts ............

Inches.
V est .

Inches.
Centre o f back to

opening...............................
Centre of back to

fhll length...........................
Round chest over

vest ...................................
Round waist over

c h e s t ...................................
Please say if vest 

is to have collar 
or not...................................

of

3

t o n s

In Wei£ht 

Manufacturer 
Remna°ts'

A good, strong, fashionably-cut, well-made

SUIT TO MEASURE FOR 27, 6d. C arrte jf
p a i d '

Black, Navy, Brown, Fawn, Grey, or Slate Cheeks, Stripes, Mixtures, or Plain Colors.

Having just purchased over Three Tons in weight of Manufacturers’ Remnants, all in good qualities, perfect- an -:K il
Season’s goods, I am making a bold bid for a big rush of trade for the commencement of the Season, '/ ’these 
honestly worth 42s., and I strongly advise all my friends to fill up self-measurement form and secure one of 
tional bargains at once. Always remember I return money in full where goods fail to give perfect satisfaction.

These

New Spring 

Patterns

Now Ready.
SEND POST CARD FOR A SET.

J. W. GOTT,
2 & 4, Union St.,

B r a d f o r d .
F ree Clothing T ea knocks out all 

other teas in a fair competition, and 
secures you clothing for nothing.

AGENTS
Ciotti''^

till“
Wanted eveiywliere f or

Tea. to
¿IpP'  jjj

All widows left with oh'^^^gtliii1̂  
me at once, and I will Put n eas'  ̂
your way by which you ca 
1 os. to 12s. a week.

✓

Printed and Published by G. W. F o o te, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C.


