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More Boothism.

a « 
B,

Pr'vat',IT a^° we £ave our readers some account of 
°oth*s -e and confidential ” document of “ General ” 

artieie ’ lssued to his officers from headquarters. Our 
r̂oni thaf1 i USet* uPon Mr. W alter C. Hart’s extracts 
"e have k °CUment in the Social Democrat. Since then 
C°Py> andCen ?avorcd by Mr. Hart with the loan of his 
l"°re sPe -'V.e.hnd that it contains much other matter of 

°̂c'alistsCla lnterest> perhaps, to Freethinkers than to

Booth,” ’;o introductory note signed “ William 
^tforth CSC fifty-six pages of Council Notes are “ not 

fairly ren^ Re&ulations>” nevertheless (he says) they 
UnBer cnrf ê.sent my views and wishes on the questions- s'deration.”
to the p[st section is headed, “ The Army m Relation 
his) . j'hurches.” Booth tells his officers that their (or 
Church must be kept absolutely separate iro n fa ll 
S v̂at; and other -----------------ati0n a 'u ot|ier religious organisations. “ The 
‘•T acte rt„T y ’ ,’ i,.e .sa>-s- “  is not inferior in spiritual 
.5V  y\uH° any Christian Organisation in existence.” 
'r̂ ctly r Orisation and Commission,” he adds, “ are 

rIUly as anvru eh° V.ah’” antl “ W e hold the Keys as 
hlade to n„UL. r°h hi existence.” Attempts have beenh-, ; tu nnkei ‘ cAisLence. rvuempi 

S f°Bed theni° ^ rmy> but the shrewd 1 General1

of
thg

T'lie
^ruro r̂p n. l rchbishop of Canterbury, when Bishop 

b ’ Present tv , lshop of Durham, then Canon Westcott, 
tj^hestgr ls‘iop of St. Andrew’s, the present Bishop of 

' V  for unio^ ot.hprs' have pleaded with me at different

m  i " '
le '(in "  'tli the Church of England.
at oiln^. lnei1 hi W esleyan Methodism pleaded

■ 'Be Con!?e tlme to unite with the Ik... r°nirre<>-;ii;,.„..i- .. ,£• hint 1 ^ R a tio n a lis ts  have again and again assured 
u?'Pe ¡m„_ u not want for money, if 1 would consent

‘ ork— ................... -
da; ________

- Ic Church that would not welcome us into

“ 1  ̂ inter«” I • "ant tor money, it 1 w 
R. fact t , lng with their Churches.

.ban o  ’ t0*dav tk __ _ ______________
unit,.-T ,. ■ ’ big I <lQT|.v',,urcn tnat woulU not we 
ats ecline all such combinations."

>-day there is not a community outside theV p ) 8 Very .âVui UrHies-5VnUsin£f‘ One can easdy picture all aptiê  ^atholic c i  t,lat 's> except the haughty, dis- * V  tBe pQ burch—competing with each other to^°°th’ai' aHo' n' ir and enthusiastic Salvation Army. V i a, S V e  uP‘C5ure the shrewd smile on W illiam  ’Be ¡t J f 'ut Nutt/. ,, 'vatches the competition. A n t*s the *Cs beiiip./. y 011 arc F ree ,"  he tells his officers, Brie . Povver ls ovvn, “ and the basis o f your freedom * are tv,Ce ° f  com‘Hlr ^ eneral ” — which is a remarkably iransitirf niasters 1Cr exposition- “  Y o u ,”  he exclaims, h&dly from L ° f  the situation -which is an easy
, fine VV°S ever medy’ to farce, for William Booth 
this f tr’aS'nanii/ scraP ° f  the Army’s property. In 
V q  ” ° Us way, he promises his soldiers that

Miall' nr 4>u-* - • *to£  man.; 
booth

he
He

°t theirs shall never be impaired, 
says, “ while I live, go into bondage 

Ided “ except me.” 
give his opinion ol the Churches,

a’l.n ProceVa miSht have added “ except me < ’t ,  y - e d s  to e iw  kk. •>- n .
oi“' 'vh T*y ütiflnr» J»,T.C " 's  opinion oi me uaiurciies, 
ShürCh ether ¡n ,. tenng. He abhors Sacramentarian- 
^atifi ‘ ^ is . e Ghurch of Rome or a Protestant 

irSeand rowdvic t̂estable as “ the jingling tom-tom 
's 0,1 the ni '.'•Tls ° f  Heathenism” — no reflection, 
to I the s-,lv!S'-Cal Perf°rmances and pious ejacu- 
„ °°h at th„ at‘°'i Army. Booth asks his own

of
1
s ,
"°ek

92
e worldliness of the Churches.

- Professing to be o f Christ, see the worldli- 
j enipies, Worship, Priests, and aturgies. 

l"st cost j-1 Scotland the other day ot a  chapel tha

S ÿ i S ï
finai toH4. >°oo to hold 500 people.

“ (2) While professing to be Christians, they pride them
selves on station, wealth, and worldly influence and 
respectability. Church membership is becoming every
day more and more a social question. It is “ the thing” 
to go to church. The parsons in almost every land teach 
that it is the duty of every good Christian— for himself 
and his children—to make the best of both worlds.

“ (3) While professing to be Christians, they follow the 
fashions of the world in their houses, dress, indulgences, 
amusements, and all else. No pretence to any other.

“ (4) While professing to be Christians, they are mad 
on a worldly education. They make no pretence of 
training their children to become good soldiers of Jesus 
Christ, so that they may live and light and suffer for 
Him.

"(5) While professing to have given up the world, they 
are linked up with every form of it. They are in closest 
association with its crowned heads, its statesmen, its 
warriors, however godless and worldly, or even vicious, 
they may be. Their leading ministers—bishops and 
dissenting ministers drawing .£.'15,000, £,'10,000, and 
£(5,000 a year salary—living in palaces. Followers of 
John Wesley in the ministry with private incomes of 
thousands of pounds a year, and followers in the laity
with four and five times as much....... Indeed, they say
by- their lives and professions—in direct opposition to 
their Master— 1 You can serve God and Mammon.’ ”

Capital ! It is delightful to hear William Booth in 
this vein. Latterly ail the Protestant Churches have 
taken to flattering him, and he returns the compliment 
by telling them that their Christianity is a frightful 
sham. Evidently all the real Christians are in the 
Salvation Army.

Thus bad begins, but worse remains behind. “ Look,” 
Booth exclaims, “ at the avowed unbelief of the Church.” 
He quotes from “ a great Church of England divine ” 
the statement that the Bible “ contains innumerable 
mistakes.” Then he turns upon Professor Drummond 
for saying that Science may explain sin as “ the relic of 
the animal past of man.” “ See,” he cries, “ how 
Christians have helped to play ducks and drakes with 
the Bible.” Then he goes on, in rollicking style—- 
drawing upon his imagination or somebody’s jocular 
figures, without the slightest attempt at accuracy— to 
state that 539 “ various critical, unbelieving theories ” 
respecting the Old Testament, and 20S respecting the 
New Testament, have “ found support from leading 
ministers of various Christian Cnurches ” during the 
last forty' y'ears. No less than 605 of these theories are 
“ known to be totally de'ur.ct,” having been “ eaten alive 
by the remaining 144, which are now also feeding at a 
great rate on each other.” Tnis is a good sample of 
Booth’s rather elephantine humor, though it is probably 
taken in all seriousness by his illiterate officers.

“ The Theories still alive and countenanced include 
‘ proofs’ of the following :—

“ The Creation in six days—Quite impossible, Genesis 
all fudge.

" The Deluge— . 1  mere nurserv myth like Fed Fiditg  
Hood.

“ Abraham and his offering— ‘.I monstrous fiction.'
“ Muses.—‘.1 Hebrew ideal'—his wei'.i.ig; not his at 

all!
"The Israelites crossing Red Sea out of Egypt— An 

exaggerated account of a storm in which they get a severe 
wetting.

“ The Commandments. — Pretty good. I'cry useful, but 
containing stupid errors.

“ The Prophets.— Mostly written after the things hap
pened, which they appear to have foretold thosf tilings 
foretold that hive happened ; accidental—like O.d 
Moore’s Almanac.

“ The New Testament. —Full of blun lers. Dates wrong. 
Miracles— ‘ very unlikely.’ Jesus Christ—if God—left us 

very much in the dark."
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Booth proceeds, in something like the Freethinker 
vein, to sneer at Archbishops, Bishops, and other clergy 
for blessing battleships, and sanctifying bloody wars in 
which the heathen are mowed down with Maxims pre
paratory to stealing their land. He further sneers at 
the clergy who try to hold their congregations 
together by secular and even profane amusements. 
He mentions one church by name-— Holy Trinity, 
Shoreditch— whose Athletic Club advertised a boxing 
competition, in which a six-round contest took place 
between two well-known bruisers, the tickets being 
threepence each. Booth wants none of this muscular 
Christianity in the Salvation Army, except at “ chucking- 
out ” time, when it is always handy.

W arming up to his work, Booth denounces other 
Christian denominations for “ stealing” his converts. 
“ Most of the officers who have left us in India,” he 
says, “ have gone to get big houses and better salaries.” 
He damns the Church gold, and Chapel gold, and 
Mission gold that corrupts and buys his officers and 
soldiers. Drawing himself up to full prophetic height, 
he exclaims, “ In the name of God and the Salvation 
Army, I pronounce my curse upon it.”

A little later we find Booth girding at the Broad 
Church for insidiously sapping the foundations of belief. 
“ Hell is not for ever,” the Broad Church says ; but 
Booth says it is for ever. He knows the power of that 
doctrine over feeble, credulous minds. It is the doc
trine of first importance in the Christian faith. Let 
everlasting Hell go, or let it cool down, and what is it 
that Jesus Christ is to save us from ?

W e must note the delightful way in which Booth 
classes “ drunkards and infidels ” together ; also that he 
aims at making the Governments of the world “ pay us 
the cost of doing” the social work of the Salvation 
Army, and that Salvationists only must be employed 
in the said work ; further, that reformatory work 
amongst the residuum is not really worth doing “ unless 
to make them Salvationists.”

G. W . F o o t e .

God’s Providence.

C a t a s t r o p h e s  and cataclysms have always been a 
serious trial to the religious faith of men and women. 
Even when there is a loud cry that a shipwreck, a 
national calamity, or a disastrous earthquake is righteous 
chastisement inflicted by a justly-incensed deity, the 
very energy of the cry is often enough a good indication 
of the disturbed feeling underneath. The most ardent 
believer on such occasions is apt to wish that the actions 
of an all-wise deity approximated to human standards ; 
and his plea that these things form part of a providential 
scheme for good is as often a narcotic to his own dis- 
quietings as it is a reply to the objections of unbelievers. 
W hile the stream of life flows along with tolerable 
serenity, and so long as we are not brought into close 
contact with the more painful events of human existence, 
the instilled belief in the existence of a wise and loving 
deity may still continue to exert its time-honored and 
time-discredited sway over the mind. It is when a 
sudden break in this order occurs, and we read of the 
destruction of hundreds of people, many of whom may 
have been leading lives that were blameless, and upon 
the continuance of which the happiness of families or 
even nations may depend, that the most robust faith 
begins to totter, and the dogma of Providence to appear 
a ghastly mockery in the face of facts. Many a man 
dates his first questioning of religion from such an event, 
and his doubts reflect far more credit upon his humanity 
than would the returning of thanks to God for his 
escape from a danger that had overwhelmed hundreds 
of his fellows.

The other day a writer in the Spectator was induced to 
pen a few reflections of a pietistic character on the sub
ject of Providence and the Toulon disaster. Here, by 
the explosion, wilful it is supposed, of a large quantity 
of gunpowder, cordite, melinite, and other infernal com
pounds, by means of which Christian nations demon
strate the civilising influence of the religion they profess 
to follow, several scores of human beings were killed, 
and, if Christianity be true, sent either to heaven or
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hell without the slightest preparation for the JoU 
Everyone, of course, condemns such an outrage« 
its wanton destruction of life and property; an ^ 
if the excuse were offered that the perpetrator ha  ̂
legitimate grievance against the Government an s 
this opportunity of gratifying his feelings, the 0 0f 
retort would be that, even granting the legitirnâ (1[ 
such methods of seeking redress, not the Go' ef.̂  ^  
alone, but scores of people in no way implicated 
matter, were sufferers by such conduct. ^

Now it is obvious that, if we change the terms ^  
indictment, and instead of the Toulon magaainê vori<|, 
its supposed anarchist destroyer, substitute the ^  
with its imagined over-ruling deity, our loglCilj 
ment of, say, the recent hurricane in the West ,00«
where, according to a Blue-Book just issued, over1 ’ ^ 
people were left homeless and hundreds killed °l! 
must be exactly the same as it would be concern 
author of the Toulon disaster. If wholesale sla11». ¡foe 
wrong in the one case, it must be equally vvron» . ¡,¡5
other ; if  we are to condemn the man who, to gja L  to 
--------------------:— 4. .1-------1---------------- - Him. d ° °  j efllnrevenge against those that have injured him, 
death numbers that have not, we must eclua -V fgflf f°r/ - fevv
the deity who, wishing to punish or correct a f the 
their misdeeds, scatters disaster or disease saySi 
surface of an entire country. As the SPec‘U<eath^e 
referring to the explosion : “ If society puts to pa1' 
man who acts like this, must we not impeach ^  o> 
vidence which permits the act and sustains tn 0 
the miscreant who effects it? ” It is with â g[1| 
removing this objection that the article is " rl nt h15 
its author displays enough scepticism to pj_ sUbje<;t!- 
using the stereotyped religious verbiage on 11 ¡ty 0 
thus hiding from the superficial reader his P e tii11®1, 
reason under a cloud of rhetoric ; but, at the s ^  ^0} 
retains sufficient religion to render useless, 
useless, the scepticism he has imbibed.

A sense of the difficulties surrounding th®
W ' t

------------..... ---------------------  -------------  -  . jo turfl
view of nature induces the writer to attempt ĵit
tables on the Agnostic or Atheist by the retor jer \vb 
nAfrofinn n T̂ ivmnn PrrwMrlf'ni't' the mat'

ib«?
negation of a Divine Providence leaves the tti& ej if*
it was. “ If the tragedy was all without b)'a1';'
was merely due to molecular action, uncontrol  ̂ ppe- 
supreme spiritual power, are we any fur ,1f,n0the5,’1j
the Agnostic gain anything on that P ^ t̂ -
Obviously he does not.” It may be admi- aCt|.-  ̂
that, whether we view a calamity as due to tn . m C1 
physical forces alone or as the result of P̂ X*-gCtive :i 
controlled by a supreme intelligence, the_ob|^ slld<A
of the disaster remains the same. The Pain’ .V;vOi'5’survi'

at1

death, the widespread distress caused to sur .̂gjresS 
nil thorp • hut nt 1pii<ct T'hoivm nside. th& • h‘l

ss ”
all there ; but, at least, Theism aside, thai *; . t ha' 
not intensified by the reflection that all this n ® cn> f 
been arrested by the Supreme Being who, ^
teach us, is infinitely wise and powerful hi"  » ,e  ̂
is our misery deepened by the conviction tha orts''3|| 
in the grasp of a huge world-monster, w’ho jlo 1 . i

We V
aad V '

human life as a cat plays with a mouse.  ̂ .
the same world to live in, the same pleaslWeS 0c ^  
to court or avoid, no matter what our relig10' gllI-el) ̂  
religions may be ; but these difficulties m*-*® ,, to
increased in strength and number if, in a i t b o f C r ,  
task of developing human intelligence to „ h« y 
controlling natural forces in the interests l e n i  s ' f j ,  
ness, we add the task of reconciling the 0f t ,-̂ t 
widespread and unmerited disaster with t 
wise and powerful enough to prevent ,t;th e ^ . d '  
well retort that the Theist is troubled wi| ^
culty that faces the Agnostic, with the 
culty of reconciling the existence of hum«11 
that of a living, watchful Providence.

uiil trilV 1-
“ It is worth noting that it is only the Uf Ujoubt 

of the world that call forth expressions ol e ¡it F p '
tive unbelief.......Everyone at Lisbon, eveO . aS.Liif,;
had to die at some time ; why not in one ‘ 0 .¿¡fl

In the next place we are told :—

in another? Is it worse to die suddenly fi’‘ pW
■1months and years of protracted suffering • gN,,

at Toulon felt one tremendous shock, aI1 ¿¡efa,

’ is f
But the victim of consumption in some t in u! 
suffers a daily death, as it were. Thepa . thet* '1 
hospital can tell of a lingering agony win

the1 it ‘ 0

kengulphcd at Lisbon or in Ischia never li'"' esP' 
vulgar illusion which strains at the Tou!?' ce, 3 
being inconsistent with Divine Provide
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S'\all°Ws without difficulty the single, common, every- 
[tUa,' tragedies of human life.”

all (jjlf a curious argument that, because we must 
°r (,e sorr>etime, therefore it does not matter when; 
it doeCaUSe We must ad die >n some way, therefore 
en,phat'not: 'natter how. Most people have a very 
'"hen” C*es‘r.e concerning both the “ h ow ” and the 
tvlshin dy 'n&> and that usually takes the shape of 
as rem̂ t 16 method to be as comfortable and the time 
that it ^ tas Possible- One might as reasonably say
? man is four ¡natters little, seeing life is terminable, whether

ls hanged at twenty or dies quietly in his bed at 
score.
's judeed true that it is the unusual tragedies of <-u" 

that evoke expressions of disbelief ; but that he said canhardly
is the tr*!ifaidto aker their character. All that it proves 
and that 1 °^tbe maxim, “ Familiarity breeds contempt,” 
ing ¡s the constant contemplation of injustice or suffer- 
n° t h i n t0 bknd Pe°pfe to its presence. There is 
f rovide morf discordant with the conception of a Divine 
>n the jl1Ce 10 bbe W est Indian hurricane than there is 
there ¡j?reseace of the disasters of daily life ; but then 
Bering If°t '̂lnf’’ êss> ^ child ushered into the world 
Unnterit 1 r° ITI hereditary disease, or a single case of 
de„c;“ Jd suffering, is as much an indictment of Provi- 
Sufferino. 1:111 earthquake which destroys thousands. 
ê°Pleis'1S nob stronger because a larger number of 

"ith great1V f*Ve<̂  ’ s'mP'y appeals to our imagination 
not- ]Cr ôrce< Hell itself, to use a religious phrase,

ln!i pain ti?aVe deviscd a more fiendish method of inflict-( »..1 , m an V  C\f* tlaa fU n f nffltnf
P'ea obv;l..'iua s visitation.” But the raising of this

atld 'vhichan many of the diseases that afflict humanity, 
,,eertainlv r 'Ve> are assured by the Prayer-book, arek..- G ° d ’s v is ita tio n  ”  Tint- tfip rai«ino- o f  tViIs
"i the occurr  ̂ ^°es no*: remove the objection suggested

a ^ canUrrenCe an earthquake ; it simply enlarges
j^Ptionni ?n,y act as a reminder that not only the dav I-- nal in —  1- , ., , <•

•"an

J ' » |i

ly !ife j '  ln nature, but the normal events of every- 
cver'-r/r s*-rongJy antagonistic to the conception of 
a. 1 lnS Providence working in the interests of

?e of eo ° l,fih, if a man can retain his Theism in the 
a?6ct d ;u t,UnnVrnhcred tragedies of daily life, and 
tua Stiat an 1 6 S'sllt of an earthquake, he is straining 

miSe ‘ a swallowing a camel. For, in presence of 
*nJustice of existence, the talk of “ God’s

just rPio
Pari

f er>’. i S m° re than questionable— it is a grotesque 
Offered ?imember once visiting a mother who had 

relative eJ oss of a little child. I found there'Us

c o £  Ä  Wh0

thaf?ns, the sinfulness of her sceptical
Painf ''"Ve •) ber nearer to him. It is not often

n . mat t! r " as assuring the sorrow-stricken 
;„.ltlce it« 16 . '° rd had taken the child in order to

5 ? " consc t̂r° n^ ^es*re to kick anyone, but I was 
Chilft?  'vhat Such a feelinbr on that occasion,
ei-r.^vn in ^ 0uW Happen if a man were to knock z

^ certai 6 1̂0Pe ° f  convincing its parent of the 
opinions. The two cases 

Y6f „■ PJdgrilpnf °&°us, and it is hard to see why the
Senere°.P*e go 10u'd not be delivered in either instance.

re..a Year after year, and generation after 
Passgj’ ’ “ Divin'11' empty phrases about “ 

hu ^ o u f h i a  Pr°vidence,” <
God’s 

etc., as though they,‘ghts ,r°ugh i;r . :
f°r a ^ andears 1 e_Wlth eyes completely blind to its 

. 8°od harve ;f a to *ts teachings. W e praise God 
rufra.inrcflurn than] re ûse to blame him for a bad
SS ‘itf ;°m

others succumb. Yet 
fa Pven rfy - to infl!ct censure as it is to offer 

a0t>1 'vho people might sympathise with
of t he\ harvest ?.ter a ,h>ad year, absented himself 

Sarca no Vv‘ lan^sgiving service on the ground 
lSa to approach his Maker in a spirit

°n recovering from a disease, yet

b ared 
f Kev. a  
« ee n, tJr, Phrase

Ch *Jr- Cliff2 jVas used some little time back by
ha,Stabf i i Ch Council' , SPfaking  at a meeting of the 

' He defined if« aim to he that ofGoa-sfuc,i t t i c o 1 that •-,MS - _ lIiat . justice on earth.” One would 
l̂uirp.,'1̂  estahi; , God were specially anxious to see 

? r- Clinched on earth he would hardly have 
°U1(J da " almjpLj and his friends to assist him at the 

at?n voli?S're Uni,,..  ̂ ^ °d who cannot get things as he 
" S f c e r  to ®?u“ cil of Free Church clergy- 

URt °f Whi^ •. him at the task is a picture the 
°d's justic aidy ecI'psed by the realisation of 

 ̂ ls as manifested in the world at

large. God’s justice is shown in storm, in plague, in 
pestilence, in earthquake, in famine, and in disease. It is 
shown in the law of heredity, which, however much it 
may make for progress on the one hand, on the other 
punishes the newly-born child with mental and physical 
ailments that are the results of its parents’ misconduct, 
and causes it to grow up a misery to itself and a burden 
to society at large. As a plain matter of fact, the less 
nature is controlled by human intelligence and sympathy 
— that is, the more it is left to God’s guidance, the more 
repugnant to our notions of justice does it become. 
For it is man who corrects the inequalities and cruelties 
and injustices of the world. Sanitation diminishes the 
diseases that Providence creates or permits to e x is t; 
physical science teaches us how to control the forces that, 
left alone, would wreck or ravage human life ; human 
knowledge and sympathy, growing with the experience 
and development of each generation, reduces the diffi
culties and miseries of existence. From all quarters the 
same lesson may be read. Man must, in the end, be 
his own sav io r; science the only Providence we can 
trust. It is that which has lifted man from barbarism to 
civilisation, and daily redresses the evils which “ Divine 
Providence ” inflicts upon the world. C. C ohen,

Mr. W atts in America.

I l e f t  Toronto about five weeks ago, and I confess 
it was with some misgivings as to the future of 
organised Freethought there. There is too much 
apathy among the Freethinkers in the matter of 
aggressive work. I hope that my visit there will 
stir them somewhat to further efforts. I urged 
upon the workers to bestir themselves, and I hope 
to hear that the movement will take on new life and 
vigor. The Freethinkers are undoubtedly increasing, 
but they appear to pay little or no attention to the 
necessity of organisation. The same can be said of 
the Freethinkers in the States. They are increasing 
fast, but are unorganised.

Just before I left Toronto I took a drive with an 
intimate friend, and, while out, caught a cold, which 
was followed by a severe chill. I paid little attention 
to it, and left for Chicago that evening.

On my arrival at Chicago I found I had a very severe 
attack of La Grippe, and was obliged to go to bed, 
where I had to remain for a whole week. I passed one 
of the most miserable weeks of my life there in the 
hotel. I had no opportunity to get around and become 
acquainted with the friends, who would undoubtedly 
have called and helped me to forget my illness to some 
extent, had they been acquainted with the fact. Dr. 
J. H. Greer did his best for me, and Secretary Reich- 
wald, of the American Secular Union, called to see me 
occasionally, though a busy man. These two were the 
only ones who lightened my solitude, which was almost 
unendurable. The Grippe is a sickness which leaves a 
man in a low frame of mind at best. As I was due in 
Cincinnati to engage in a four nights’ debate on the 
week of March 5, I managed to get on the train on the 
Saturday morning. During my trip to Cincinnati I was 
troubled with nervous tremblings, which increased on 
my arrival, and Dr. Wilson informed me that I was 
still a very sick man, and advised complete rest. I 
hoped to be able to carry on the debate, as the Free
thinkers had done a great deal of work to advertise it 
properly, feeling sure, as one of them expressed it, that 
I would be able to “ knock o u t” the parson.

Colonel Ingersoll was to lecture on Sunday evening, 
March 5, on “ Superstition ” in the Grand Opera House, 
and I obtained the consent of my physician to go and 
hear him, though I should, perhaps, have remained in 
the house. The Colonel lectured to an immense 
audience, standing-room being at a premium. He 
has lost none of his eloquence and popularity. The 
prolonged applause which followed the delivery of his 
many gems of thought was a pleasure to hear. The 
audience, better than any other illustration I could give, 
showed the power and extent of unorganised Free- 
thought. My companions pointed out among the 
audience many of the most prominent citizens, nearly 
all of them unidentified with Freethought organisations,
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but many of them known to be in sympathy with Secu
larism and Freethought. I had the pleasure of a social 
chat with the Colonel. He, seeing my condition, urged 
me to take the utmost care of myself, and not go upon 
the platform unless I felt fully equal to the task. 
Buoyed up as I felt at the time with the pleasant and 
agreeable events connected with his lecture and personal 
sympathy, I believed I would be fairly well upon the 
morrow ; but, unfortunately, my expectations were not 
realised, and I found myself suffering from nervous 
prostration to such an extent that I could not go on 
with the debate on the Monday evening. The Ohio 
Liberal Society was obliged to obtain a substitute. No 
doubt you have all read Dr. W ilson’s account of the 
debate, and there is little to add to his able review, 
which I perused before it was forwarded.

I may say, however, regarding the Rev. Isaac Selby, 
my opponent, that his style is that of the Salvation 
Army exhorter, but he is not a debater. I am only 
sorry that I did not have my usual vigor during the two 
evenings I took part in the discussion. However, the 
friends are satisfied with the result. The Ohio Liberal 
Society is an aggressive organisation, which keeps to 
the fore at all times, and has some earnest and able 
workers in its ranks. The Society has been organised 
since 1890, and has held public lectures ever since. On 
Sunday evening, March 12, I lectured for the Society in 
its regular meeting-place to a crowded and enthusiastic 
audience. My subject was “ The Doom of the Churches.” 
It was thoroughly appreciated, and drew forth many 
pertinent questions.

A vigorous controversy is at present going on in 
Cincinnati regarding the teachings in its University. 
The preachers, especially the Presbyterians, are denounc
ing some of the professors, alleging that they cast reflec
tions upon Christianity, and are unsettling the beliefs of 
manyof the Christian students. The Commercial Tribune, 
one of the leading dailies, has opened its columns to the 
disputants, and the Freethinkers in Cincinnati have not 
been slow to avail themselves of the opportunity to get 
our views before the public. Everything, from Catholi
cism to Atheism, is being threshed over, which is un
doubtedly a very gratifying condition of things. Some 
of the preachers appointed a Committee to hear com
plaints against the teachings of the University, but the 
prospects are for a speedy adjournment of the self- 
constituted censors. No complaints have been filed 
with them. W hile in Cincinnati I was the guest of Mr. 
and Mrs. Charles Levi. Mrs. Levy was untiring in her 
attention, and, but for her careful nursing, I doubt if I 
should be in as good condition as I am.

I left Cincinnati, with the good wishes of many friends, 
on my journey to New York on Sunday evening, March 
19, and am now the guest of Dr. E. B. Foote at Larch- 
mont Manor, New York. While I am recovering I am 
very, very weak, but with continued careful nursing I 
hope to recover some of my usual health. If I should 
be fortunate enough to do so, I will fill some eastern 
engagements in about ten days. I do not think I shall 
go west again, much as I desire to do so. I wished to 
complete arrangements for a four nights’ debate in 
Cambridge City, Indiana, but my unfortunate illness has 
caused a postponement. If I should make another 
western trip, I will fill this engagement. Many of the 
friends in the west are disappointed that I have not been 
able to give them one or more lectures, but my illness 
could not be helped.

There has been an epidemic of La Grippe here since 
November last, and it appears to have covered the 
entire United States. Scarlet fever and diphtheria have 
also been epidemic, and several of my engagements 
have fallen through on that account. Should my health 
not improve as rapidly as I wish, I shall leave for 
England the latter part of April at latest. Never having 
had a protracted illness before, it has been a severe 
hardship in every way.

As my engagements have been few, I have little to 
add in the way of further news and notes. I notice the 
Rev. T. De W itt Talmage has resigned from his church 
in Washington. It would be puzzling to know what he 
had to resign, except it was the taking of his salary. 
Still, Washington will no doubt go on quite as well, if 
not better, without him.

The newspapers all over the country have been publish
ing accounts of a lecture delivered at a meeting of
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Methodist ministers in New York City, March 6. 
speaker was a Rev. Mr. Cadman, and he made 
statement : “ The inerrancy and infallibility of the 11 ..
are no longer possible of belief among reasoning 111611
Strange as it may seem, he was applauded by nearly a» 
the ministers present. Among the stories the truth o'
which is doubted are the following

That the earth was created in six days.
That Methusaleh lived to the age of 969 years. 
That Jonah was swallowed by a whale, in wlios

he lay for three days. .. ,|,e
That the Red Sea was divided in order to pernii 

passage of the children of Israel out of Egypt.
That a snake tempted Eve in the Garden of Eden■ ^  
That Joshua commanded the sun to stand still, an 

it obeyed him.
The Tower of Babel narrative.
The turning of Lot’s wife into a pillar of salt.
The story of Noah, the Flood, and the Ark.— ~ ■ • --  - • - ntr bush.That God spoke to Moses out of a burning 
That Aaron turned his rod into a serpent. . 
That Moses tapped a rock, and that w a te r  gushe 
That Moses drew forth his hand, and it was ‘‘ r ofThat Moses drew forth his hand, and 

white as snow.” . ’0t
That Elijah was translated to heaven in a cn 

fire. the
That Elisha threw the mantle of Elijah aC 

Jordan, causing it to dry up and allow him Pa?s | ln and 
That the earth opened up and swallowed Ac >L 

his companions. .. j jn “
That Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego wall* 

fiery furnace unharmed.
That David stayed unhurt in a lion’s den arshiP

The Rev. Mr. Cadman also stated that the the
of half of the Old Testament was unknown, and t ‘vzj null vzi iiiv vzni vjuuiiviii. »» u.) uiuwiv »» . 1 *
Bible had been put together like any other boo
also asserted that the various books of the ,.ilted
ment contradicted one another, and especially P  ̂ jj,e 
out the difference in the various accounts 
resurrection. , jgft of

W e may ask what the reverend gentleman ha“ u,i-
Christianity when he was done. After h a v in g  0f 
burdened his mind and freed himself from the c*1 ocC\iC 
many superstitions and the belief in impossible ^ 
rences, we naturally inquire what foundation hetn . ^
has, if any, for his religion. But he must say s°niefns 
and after so much good sense we find that he t . ;l|l 
intellectual somersault, and states that, even th o ^ ^ t 
the accounts of the resurrection are at variance, e|lCe 
certainly rose from the dead. He admits the a ¿n
of proof, but says it “ should never deter Christian ^ 
from believing in the Christ and his life.” _ Wha^jaC|i
we say of such an exhibition of clerical thinking'
of it? After having rejected everything essential to tl>*he di“
proof of Christ’s alleged divinity and p e r fe c t io n , 
asserts these, while admitting there is no f vl JiJ 
Strange, indeed, would be the mystery of g o d h n e  ’ |J
we not bear in mind that any other statements . ;i

W e may e*P* s,lose the preachers their pastorates. prc.
heated controversy, especially in the religiollS /.¿¡si

The Mem  ̂ jtover this lecture of the Rev. Cadman. ak® ‘Church south, being extremely orthodox, will ni*. fSi
• , • r . « ■* t , « /-a « A. Ql*** .nteresting for the Northern Churchmen, who * ^ 0n-
this overthrow of everything essential to their r......... ......... ........ d ..........— ..................... y  — fhe

In one of my debates at Cincinnati I made 1“ . t
ment that a Free Lover could not be a S e c u la 11I1 1 V. 1 1 1  Ll 1 1 1 L a  i 1 CC litm -I  UUL L/b a
have since then had the opportunity of 
number of those who call themselves Free ^efC
or Social Radicals. I find that, as I see pi)
are Free Lovers and Free Lovers. According re“"/ 
understanding of this matter from those apP e> i>
qualified to speak, a Free Lover, in the best  ̂
one who believes that men and women should
their relations without the control of anyL l l t . l l  1 L - l i l t l U l l ^  n  1 1 1 1 U  U  l  Ll iV/ L , L 1 1 H 1 U 1  W 1 * * *  ✓

authority, and who claim that they are the bes
of what is good for themselves in that rega1“ ^ ^ 1 
also state that self-control, implying as it does efllel; 
bility, is bound to lead the individual to be e 0(
careful of the rights of others. The sovereignO^giE
individual, they state, implies as a necessary cons'
the right to freedom from all external r e s tr

■ lint in tbe
o“1-

relations of men and women. Love should be * 0(1lj ‘ 
bond, and, when love is dead, they hold it is

rb'“mistake but a crime against the race to have ^  
relations, and that much of our disordered an 
humanity is necessarily the result of the 1 .¿ey  
superstition. The more intelligent and d1
consider that only through just economic condi
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the se -C a Perrnanent basis for a proper relationship of 
'Hdepê H’ b id ing that woman must be economically 
resuit nfe'’t of man before children can be truly the 
espec i P roper selective love. They, however, work 
\V'ith tv/ t0 ^'Ve men ant ŵomen the desire for freedom, 
quarrel 'S c'ass ° f  Free Lovers I would have little 
practic.’,atKl- while I might differ from them in the 
be|ieve‘i, aPP'‘cation of their views in many respects, I 
ment of are honest, earnest workers for the bettcr- 

The Urrlan*ty along secular lines. 
fr°nt ¡ ^ t 'o t l  of a free press has been brought to the 
Blue q *“lr>cinnati recently. Mr. C . C. Moore, of the 
'Vh'ch Z S* BJ ad?\ was indicted for mailing matter 
t° the C authorities alleged was obscene and contrary 
he Was >̂0s*;â  regulations. I saw the indictment, and 
referreij j even technically guilty in my opinion. He 
'°Ve sho marriage relation, and stated in effect that 

course the basis of the marital relations only, 
really, ¡ne’ 'vbile merely an expression of opinion, it was 
^°0re, ha CrU<̂ e way. an advocacy of social freedom. 
sUch °pirh'VeVer’ disclaims strongly ever holding any

sstat,
t°ver the'011-’ • any rate> the law is not supposed to 
anSua<re °Pln'on. but the language used alone, and the 
aPPearst'VuS certainly not obscene. However, Moore 
°n acc0u°.ae hardly a credit to the Freethought cause, 
?ck 0f ?. °[ the personalities he indulges in, and his 
• d or 'Snity> ability, and scholarship. He is not 

c'»nati f, ll(1Ucb respected by the Freethinkers of Cin- 
? free’ _u tbey rallied, nevertheless, to the defence of 
^ ore-s Press ’

and I am informed that he is correct in

ina spite of their opinions regarding
!'ler,ded f ^ a l i t y .  They must be highly com- 
any°ne rep.aÎ ?" Moore, unfortunately, did not notify

Pro,

S e r ,  
- S o n

............ . u a iu n u u ^ J , U1U.W n rh eio
regarding the time of his tn a  . °r to work

a°ne of the Freethinkers were able to ,  êntenced 
to 0a his behalf until after he haJ  b® s to be 
extrel P,en'tentiary for two years- tbe help of a
W S y eS°fistical, and refused to (rrav;ty of the 

• ’ apparently not understanding »«• •,.. Since 
on or the principle involved m 1 • case js

Vm °nrVlcb°n funds have been raised, and t h ^  ^
V'" Drlu ued t0 the higher courts, wl a fuUer
bear?n bab'y be obtained, and the _ case g

TheS-a?d a Proper defence submitted. d Chris
tian Jad8:e who convicted Moore is g . his

¿ " - i s - —o„. l 'an v.~
* S a U -  DlS°try, 
'̂"1 be .> la n

and the price of liberty is always 
a pardon[>'" be gra " ance' ff- 's very probable that 

c £ < t »  Provided a new trial cannot be uuuuucu.
• cKinley has been appealed to by prominent

be obtained.

S d  tL  u  18 to be regrVtVed [hat Moore did
h|mSelf e gravity of the issues involved. . ,

be trie d  fo r  an  expression of o p in io n , a n d

que r C Prosecuting attorney to make t ie 'Ss  ̂ . -P 
!nstead of0n of result of the expressed °P«| «
k C°rditi r UP°U the language used, which ’
S s e lf   ̂ to the lawyers
-shu/ bB -
atiire t -'•‘ «jus p reced en t

%  pr„„;, cover

alone covers. By allowing
a Seu-C se"tenced for his opinions, he has estab- 
to Cy 0us Precedent, which may be used in the 

reeth0l V?r opbiions of the highest importance to 
gbt cause in this country.

C h a r l e s  W a t t s

Address at a Child’s Grave.
10 t¿*wi
v J l*bei-t'|Cester sda.y,on which I took up my duties as Secretary 
tig1 °ffiee f0LrCular Society, it fell to my sad lot to performi:|. ''■ uce fn_ ......  y o c ie ry , it ieu to my sail 101 to periuuii
of b t̂er Cs?es Shn f . cbild. I believe that, whenever possible, 
o0l ranh ,lhe ,|„ , always specially relate to the life and 

sll0VS- as anC?,ilsecl < and I g-ive the address at the grave 
11 rf lake.] ' uslration of the form which I think the dis-

ty
Ak h i the Chapel.

'W e none of us could bear sorrow if
S  S u T ^ s ,
P*rit "ever ,

H etl’ aiid p0w n®wn j°y. j oy gives strength to our 
Wo s°rro, ° *■ le fibres of our heart. And then, 

T’o.fir,lea, an,/ comes. vve can play the part of men i*ch 0.?y is a j  carry the sore burden.
her thr0day °f

ugh our tears ; a day when a little chair
sorrow ; a day when we look at

is empty, a little voice is hushed, a little face missing 
from the household ; and Frank R. S. lives with us only 
in our thoughts and In the affection which will move our 
souls until the last pulse of our own life has throbbed.

Now who shall help us bear this sorrow? and what 
wisdom shall enable us to see things beautiful even in 
the hour of death ?

The secret of our strength lies in this ¡.that for four 
years and eleven months— the whole short lifetime of 
this dear child— we gave him our love ; and in giving 
him our love we made ourselves stronger. For in all the 
wide world, in land and ocean, in the immeasurable air 
and starry sky, there is nothing so wonderful, nothing 
so noble, nothing so mighty, as Love. To love a fellow- 
creature, even for a day, makes our nature more fine and 
pure ; but to love a child, a man, a woman for many days, 
for months, for years-—this it is which builds up the 
better part of our being, and teaches us the highest 
wisdom, and assists us in meeting the gloom and the 
grief and the bitterness of sickness and farewells. For 
the sweet magic which will sustain us in the day of 
sorrow we need not go to a book, or a priest, or a 
church. W e may find it in the depth of our own soul. 
For the soul that has been consecrated by the presence 
of love is capable of passing through the valley of the 
shadow, and remaining brave, manly, womanly. The 
soul that has known the joy of love can grapple with all 
woes, all terrors, and all enemies. W e loved this child, 
and that is the source of our grace and power.

Remember that death is only one of life’s many 
sorrows. It is not our master, not our lord, not our 
conqueror. No sorrow can ever be so great, so 
masterful, so beautiful as human courage, human 
patience, and human love. Even if sorrow kills us, the 
courage which faces it is nobler than the force that kills. 
Even if sorrow wrings from us the cry of pain, the 
patience which bears it is nobler than the force that 
oppresses us. Even if sorrow takes away our sunlight 
and our starlight, the love which warms our stricken 
hearts is nobler than the force that puts our very life in 
prison.

Are we here in the presence of death ? Ay, but we 
are in the presence of greater things than death. Our 
little Frank had suffered, and his young spirit was 
weary. Is his suffering, is his weariness, the great fact 
that confronts us? No, not at all. First, we should 
think of the child’s love for his household friends, the 
love that swelled his heart towards the parents who 
tended him, and kept sad vigils in his time of need. 
W e should think, also, of the courage, patience, and 
love of the father and the mother. Always in a house
hold there will come gusts of passion, shadows of ill- 
temper and selfishness, unhappy moments when the 
cares of business make the world seem nothing better 
than a place of merchandise, greed, and cunning. But 
salvation enters the house when our hearts are chastened 
by courage, patience, and love ; and then a lamp is lit 
amid the darkness, and our bread is eaten in peace and 
mutual kindness.

Now the house where this child lay in his sickness 
was made holy by the courage of his parents in their 
battle against pain and weakness ; their patience in long 
watching by day and by night ; and their love which 
smoothed his pillow, and eased his tired spirit, and 
which even now broods over his solemn rest. These 
sentiments rise above death, and give us mastery over 
the grave. Courage, patience, and love arc qualities 
that grow out of our inmost nature. W e are most 
manly and womanly when we display them in our daily 
life. And whether we live for one day or for an age, 
we can ask for nothing more splendid than the oppor
tunity to be brave, patient, and kind. And though now 
we carry this dear child to the quiet earth, we shall not 
bury our love. In love we nursed him and cherished 
him ; in love we gave him little gifts, and sent him to 
school, and dreamed of his possible future. In love, 
also, we go forth with him, that the place where he lies 
may be sanctified by our tenderest respect.

A t the Grave-side
W e give back this little body to the great mother 

which bears us all.
If, perchance, we think ourselves the poorer because 

this child has been taken from our fireside, let 11s reflect 
that our life has been made richer by his dwelling among
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us. Even a child helps in the making of a better life. 
The presence, the laughter, the prattle and frankness of 
a child bring a blessing to a house, making us more 
generous, more thoughtful, more humane. In dealing 
with children we learn to exercise pity ; we learn to 
stoop ; we learn to think of that world around us which 
is really our larger self.

Now, if this .child has thus enlarged our hearts, we 
that stand by his grave must not go away only to weep 
and lament. W e must keep in mind the lesson he has, 
without knowing it, taught us. If ever we are inclined 
to think that human nature is selfish and self-interested, 
the child proves to us our error. For the selfish parent 
becomes unselfish towards his ch ild; and the hard 
heart, that is locked against the world, opens at the 
touch of a child. And thus we see that, at the bottom 
of things, love is the mightiest of the forces that move 
the soul of man. Happy will it be for us if, to the sense 
and practical insight of men and women, we add the 
openness and straightforwardness of the child.

There is not, indeed, a wide difference between the 
years of a child and the years of an old man. One has 
beheld the sun a few more times than the other ; but in 
the passing of the great ages the life of the infant and 
the life of the veteran are not far apart. If then, our 
time is short, let us see to it that we walk in charity and 
just dealing, and live in peace with each other. It is 
well for us to look into an open grave. Our thoughts 
are sobered, and we are awakened to the question, 
“ W hat are you living for ?” And the only things worth 
living for are justice and love.

In this spirit, then, and mindful of the religion which 
consists in doing good, we take our leave of the material 
form of this our dear one.

Farewell, dear child. The thought of you will be 
like an undying flower in the garden of our heart. 
Through storm and through shadow the memory of 
your face will ever shine. Your memory will keep our 
hearts more fresh, our hands more pure, our life more 
just. And so long as our hearts beat, we love you.

F. J. G o u l d .

The Gadarene Swine and the Devils.

A lot of little demons once 
Desired their wrongs adjusted,

And sought to quit their human home,
With which they were disgusted.

They sought a change, and so resolved,
As Exorciseman Jesus

Was passing at that very time,
To urge him thus : “ Release us !”

“ That herd of swine that’s feeding there 
Will suit us just ‘ tip-top,’ sir ;

We know of yore you have the power, 
Command ! and in we pop, sir.”

These rascals reck’d not what their choice?,
So rashly made, would bring them ;

For who does know how pigs will go 
When they have the devil in them ?

And now, possessed with hellish imps,
Their inwards growing hotter,

The swine assuage their burning rage 
By plunging in the water.

Just serve the dirty devils right 
Is what I thought to say, sir ;

But what’s the good, when all the lot 
Are still alive to-day, sir ?

S. Holman.

How to Help Us.
(1) Get your newsagent to take a few copies of the Freethinker

and try to sell them, guaranteeing to take the copies that 
remain unsold.

(2) Take an extra copy (or more), and circulate it among your
acquaintances.

(3) Leave a copy of the Freethinker now and then in the train, the
car, or the omnibus.

(4) Display, or get displayed, one of our contents-sheets, which
are of a convenient size for the purpose. Mr. Forder will 
send them on application.

(5) Get your newsagent to exhibit the Freethinker in the window.

Acid Drops.“ A n Every-day Man’s Religion” is the title of a  ̂
delivered in the Secular Hall, New Brompton, by Mr. ' \  ̂
Thompson, editor of Reynolds's Newspaper, and report 
length in that journal. The lecture was much applaud6 
a large audience, and contained some capital passages. ^  
cordially concur with the general drift of Mr. Thompson ̂ ollt 
course, but we are unable to agree with what he said a . 
Jesus. Mr. Thompson remarked that the Prophet of Naz j.j 
always taught kindness to the poor. Well, as far as  ̂ e 
so, he but followed the lead of all the Jewish prophets 1 (0
of whom, however, anticipated his silly advice to the rlt̂ .ere 
sell all they had and give the proceeds to those who die 
steeped in poverty. As for the “ dignity attaching 1 ^  
pathetic figure of Jesus,” we are bound to observe tha ^ se 
to nothing is known about him, even if he was 111 an} g 
an historical character. The Jesus of the Four Gospe ¡an 
romantic creation, an ideal figure, born of early '7, 10gj. 
imagination and developed through oriental mylM ,lS j 
Having become a God, he must ever remain so, ju,s jaCC 
dethroned king cannot become a simple citizen. 
is in the Pantheon, not in the Historical Gallery.

hail 
.utMr. Thompson declared that “ the Salvation Army1JJSUU ucumcu 11 letL 111C OcUVauv'” . g pi*»

done more good for the poor than all the Clwr^ i]lllCh.
together.” That may be true, without amounting 
As an economist, Mr. Thompson must be well a 
social emancipation can never be organised on a 
charity. We believe, too, that if doing good for j £|11) th6 
means distributing other people’s money amongst “  j, of

’» « « . f i

i distributing 
Catholic priests and

people 
the parish

money 
clergy of the churBooti; 

diil
r 1 oj , . xs-

England do far more of it than the Salvation Arm} ■ ,er)( 
makes more noise about it—that is all. He is f-  ̂ the 
advertiser. Whatever he does is fully paraded t> 
public attention. ___

• iS li*̂
Rationalists ought to look at religious organisatm $ 

the Salvation Army without sentimentalism. An ^¿b  if 
religious orders in the Catholic Church began ver  ̂ ie? ” , 
the William Booth plan, and what did they beco £-ajseby0̂  
should be on our guard against holding terms with ‘ „oh6' 
because its professors happen to be good people, 10 ^  pi°s 
without reason— even the best emotion— is oftijif. u0n " 
dangerous thing in the world. W’as it not G* . g clefs: 
remarked that, to a philosophic eye, the virtues ot o(iW’ 
were more dangerous than their vices ? Mr. Th°'^¡ni 
of course, read his Gibbon, and will not resent 6)ur 1)S, 
him of one of that great writer’s profoundest epigra

s0°dii'Í

nra/íg
‘j jii'1!;- 

a r o ^ V !  iness, pp
Rev. Mr. Clutterbuck, of the Wesleyan Foreig 

Deputation to Guernsey, went down with the Sk ‘ ' 
boat sank he was observed to be on his knee 
earnestly, with many passengers assembled . g). 
This gentleman was ostensibly on the Lord’s busl. uS i 
prayer availed at all it ought to have been efhcilC
case. ‘ ___ .he

'll ^ y
The occupants of one of the Stella's boats Height lĴ j; 

Lord to save them, and after drifting about a11
' ’ ‘ ' ' U not |,t

pplications. it ol“ , |)C
to them that if the Lord was in a saving 1110 ^hid1 a), 
easily have diverted the Stella from the rocks 01 gt ¡it' 
met her fate. In that case no lives would have bee

----- ,egard f ° [t0r1
It* .hi

were picked up by a steamer at daybreak, 
this as an answer to their supplications. It di

What vanity or selfishness it is, at bottom, 
self as providentially saved in a disaster , sjjoUi , 
others perish ! Who are they, forsooth, that G jj ¡¡po 
such a lot of trouble about them, and none at

tl>e

rest:
diedMr. George H. Lewis, a railway servant, 

during service in the Wesleyan Chapel at Lcdta 0c 
morning. ~

i» w

—- ......B. To die in such a place, and on such a fiujgt10
ought to ensure a through express ticket for g * t h 1’ r--- --- -----»,-----  __ . -rn on mfew Christians 
gentleman.

are there who want to go 1

I atrick Donovan, a gardener, was at work jji£ 
with the Easter decorations in St. Joseph’s Retfff ’ j-uH 
Hall when he lull from a ladder and smashed hlS 
the stone floor below. More “ Providence.”

é

, cii.
kind congremifio^n °/ Hampstead, was un.’’ j.-ja). ,,n’ 
took it. T l,f  rc°m," S,;si ed on his taking a long 
possible was left ilV if ‘ rat ,le is a,) right again- ,,1
tliat Praying ¿ f tI °:!he.L.ord- Vr. Horton's
scndi ng hin, to Italy m,nis*ê ,s health was less elk ^

suddenly ^ r‘ai dc'}nie> Vl‘car of Glen field, ĉ '
y '  an aP°piectic fit while attending V> W
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S°ne to ]j°stead of going to Italy, like Dr. Horton, lie has 
"distressing»0' ^ct tbe newspapers speak of his death as

; S * m H»' _
br • 

trai

-■ -uUj cart rnson Eowle, a Congregationalist minister, of 
n̂sin’esg»  ̂ to London on Wednesday, March 29, and his

‘£ess” kept him so late that he missed the midnight 
to *VonVe- He seems to have been remarkably puzzled as 
the m!,re •10 sh°uld lodge for the night, for at two o clock in 
his " “«i. or " something after one o’clock ” according to 
in? acc°unt, he got mixed up with “ two dissipated-look- 
street cl6111” as the reporters describe them, in Great Eastern- 
asked’ , .horud>tch. The reverend gentleman says that they 
t o p '1"* lke time. He told them, and gave them some 

Presently he discovered that his purse containing 
"“Hen reiffns was gone, so he called “ Police !” and had the 

trial, ' drrested. Magistrate Cluer committed them both for
'v?oii

anjasl°.r P°wlc wanted to prevent the publication^of he
is a ven.rê S’ but found be couldn’t help jiardly be any-
thfnl  7  Slmplc innocent ; a man of God could h-/m

? ut this lesson ought to be ®. on^ etween one andabout the streets o f London t v . yUh
C e « , ck/ln the morning, and getting into conversât essed females.

clt VE aT eerrS’ who mUSt b° m0sUy C rin ? th e Cp e^ d nof the ceUi 'dster for their manœuvres. 1 ° • who came
to brin. rah°n of the Resurrection of thci .’ t|ic art_ of
"Airfare PT r  on earth- l.hc>’ practise themsel were
alivav?: U ls a very curious proceeding, nut van

} ĉonsistent,

pe£r°v§lng. An1? ^dining In London, but Sanitation is 
h°sn̂ sdieted 'v!lat ls the result? Last year only five 
**Hon s» and oni smaI1-pox were admitted to the London 
a (Ji ŝt nearly r  ̂ one death from small-pox was recorded 

of dirt til, PerPetual* bugbea
U^an tbCesof tP !e foreshcV '■ ''Gtotal 1 ~} <l view lvj 11 ic FC11U1U1-

0Ure2Coilformis<fCrUrers and itinerant preachers. Naturally 
to bo vsPeech bpi, ° ree Churches protest against “ the control 

I .ested in . 8  vested in the Council,” as it clearly ought

| M __ p o x -----------
„  , ~«ese nt‘“.‘-y nve million inhabitants. Small-pox is simply 
make it a n mrt, though the medical profession chooses to

esr *hef0re n̂ ^°unch are endeavoring to acquire 
e> with a view to stopping the perform-

a Wen 1. 1 in tu \t stea 1,1 the Council,” as it clearly ought 
he Cn novvn bar̂  •°ilconformist Free Churches. Mwrog, 
'fetotaî P'ains af ’ \S in hivor of interference by the Council, 
»leyp‘*.ers.” r  the “ foreshore ranters” and “ drunken 
ls’ lnted their . ° r tbe religious spouters, he says that if 

P̂ suiUe ;r 5rnions they would blush for shame— that 
’ they could read them.

his ---- -
* < 'a l  at Watpnileadous. crowd to welcome the Sirdar on 
f ’ica»n lbe bov r, 00 Station, and almost as big a crowd to 
,°r fhr»„ and bad- a?ijers who had succeeded in going to 
n!Sf PODMl2'lth°ut w°rl ring his passage. So much 
fp d°wnr0m'veii ,,\r acc]amations. It reminds us of the story 
Jy'Hrb the rebpii;1611 . c was setting out from London to 

the c'°° 111 Ireland. A friend of his made a 
Soin ed that uC 01 tbe cheering crowd, and Cromwell 

if to be blln 'rerc would be a still bigger crowd if he

r'e‘ thilproduce tl -----
l"he f ^  dght on î Ham Herald's report of the last 

V n ^ S i J  the T°wn Council ‘iq of -"'vving — *’ *1 ^wuuui .—
i,-r'derman'i?1',0? stood on the agenda paper in the 

(V 1 hat the u cher :—
die py'!, °n Pebr?!Ution as to the Freethinker, passed by the 
"hile Usion 0f 2?> '^99, be rescinded, and that, as 
■ %io, .other rei- • ^ree.lin ker  from tile library tables, 

is 0 ,s intoleran ‘Sfious journals are left on, is an act of 
Tl. 'e i,„Jed that t̂ 0 'i,1'10'1 the Council cannot sanction, 

th, !'s tn . d sUch , 10 Freethinker be allowed to be on the 
c 4 M C '° n  w j  ’Cr rcU&i°us journals are removed.” 

Aid0 be . âted tlvi?1 reached till late in the evening, and 
s°rns»r,Pan Viuid all,-,, ° n*uss it was submitted without dis- 

T ^ n g  pulcher® w  st;md over.
A|h6 e‘*i I can’t move it without saying

1 shaC ^ A ^ e ^ V r 11 eo-
Au^cillor^ey : i-i?hen I’H si >1 Scani_ 1 N seconrl fsimply move it.„  Sc 

.aye
«Da • 0t

\*l22î?n Atbp°P : l'a-r,1;-0:1’1 break the’blessed furniture.

CU«'ng his if°ecb > 110 speech ! 
BUh„ansfield“'rK«u with energy) : No, no, no.

T'u*errna“‘ ?cani„ * “ second !
¿^.ayo^bey : N„M.r- M.ayor, 1 claim- 

1 ; no spe,
'er with e

- a -**un - 1 —on t break
Ih^bes^bey ; ' /  «rtainly-----(uproar).

N  , dues,; movc that the question be now put.
V *« ntv °n was h,

\ S n v Ven agâ n fUt’ Plfteen voted for the motion, 
i'or , ®yen vne Ŝ ’ :l division, the motion was 

l“e rc to fifteen. The list follows :—
“tion—Aldermen Athey, Fredericks,

Fulcher, and Hayday; Councillors Bissell, Coe, Davis, 
Devenay, Fraser, Godbold, Jacobs, R. Mansfield, Pert, 
Scott, and Terrett.

Against—the Deputy Mayor, Aldermen Fielder, Ivey, 
Kelly, Kidd, and Smith ; Councillors Barber, Billows, 
Bishop, Boardman, Bothwell, East, Halsey, Harbott, 
Harris, Howard, Kettle, C. Mansfield, Picard, Scanlon, 
Skelton, J. W. Smith, Spittle, Spratt, Thorne, Threlford, 
and Ward.

Did not vote— Councillor Ambrose.
Absent—Aldermen Bethell and White, Councillors 

Alden and Rainey.
Alderman Ivey : I congratulate the Council on its good 

sense.
From the gallery : “ The priest and the parson have done 

it,” and “ Mental Chloroform.”

“ Prolétaire,” who writes the Socialist and Labor Notes in 
the Herald, admits now what we pointed out at the first, that 
“ the tactical error was in admitting the clerical deputation at 
all.” To receive a deputation of men of God against the 
Freethinker was as absurd as it would be to receive a deputa
tion of Secular lecturers against a Christian Evidence journal

“ It will be as well,” “ Prolétaire ” says, “ to let the matter 
rest now.” As well for whom? Why for the Labor party, 
of course. This is a point of party expediency, not one of 
principle, and they must decide it for themselves. It may be 
true that “ it is utterly hopeless to reopen the subject during 
the present year.” But we have the interest and honor of the 
Freethinker to defend, and we are carefully considering our 
next move in this struggle, so that whether we win or not a 
clear advantage may accrue to the Freethought movement.

The result is that the Freethinker remains in the Library, 
but is placed behind a screen, and can only be obtained on 
application. However, the end is not yet. West Ham will 
hear more of this affair. Meanwhile, we tender our heartiest 
thanks to Alderman Fulcher for his brave action, and to 
the eleven other members of the Council who stood by their 
principles.

Councillor Thorne voted with the bigots. This is strange 
action on the part of a leading Socialist, and it needs some 
explanation. Councillor Thorne writes to the Herald, 
however, that he is not going to try to justify his vote. He 
appeals to his seven years’ record. But what answer is that 
to a specific charge of desertion of principle ? A man 
accused of a crime, and standing in the dock, might just as 
well plead “ Not Guilty” on the ground that he had not 
violated the law on most of the other days of his fife.

The Forest Gate News is “ pleased to see that the Mayor 
would have no discussion on the matter” of Alderman 
Fulcher’s motion. Why pleased? Is it really the business of 
a Mayor to tell a Town Council what motions on its Agenda 
shall and shall not be discussed ? Our contemporary hopes 
“ that this matter will now be allowed to rest, and will not be 
periodically re-awakened.” Dear, dear! How they do like 
awkward questions to rest! But what if they won't rest ? 
Ay, there’s the rub !

The late C. W. Childs, who conducted the Philadelphia 
Ledger, ordered that the name of Colonel Ingersoll should 
never be mentioned in his journal. This was very childish— 
if we maybe pardoned an unavoidable pun. Ingersoll couldn’t 
be shunted off popularity by such an ostricli device. He is 
more popular than ever, and G. W. Childs is—well, God 
knows where.

Henry Varlcy, cx-butcher and Revivalist, has been soul
saving in New Orleans, and a correspondent of the local 
Times-Democrat wants to know by what authority he sticks 
“ Dr.” and “ Rev.” in front of his name. A protest also is 
entered against Varley’s suggestive trick of advertising 
addresses to “ men only.” This correspondent is Mr. Stephen 
H. Alison, who lectured for some time on Freethought 
platforms in England, and will doubtless be remembered by 
a good many of our readers. Mr. Alison writes us privately 
to the effect that he is settled down in New Orleans and is 
doing well, which we are glad to hear.

“ The ominous decrease in the number of divinity students 
in Scottish Theological Halls” is the subject of a shrewd 
article in the Edinburgh Evening News. Principal Rainy 
has been trying to explain it, as the News says “ superficially.” 
Our contemporary proceeds to give its own explanation :— 
“ If Principal Rainy could get from the students of the Free 
Church a real, honest confession of their faith, he would be 
painfully startled at the result. He would discover that the 
longer the students pursue their studies the farther they drift 
from the theology of the Church. If he followed these 
students on their ministerial career, he would discover that 
they were living double fives. Before their congregations

»



THE FREETHINKER. A pril 9.2 P

the)' pose as orthodox preachers expounding the Bible in the 
old-fashioned way, while among themselves they indulge in 
the luxury of opinions which no ingenuity can reconcile with 
the accepted creed. When too late, many promising young 
men find their mistake, and curse the day they enslaved their 
intellects to a dead creed. Promising lads, profiting by the 
tragic experiences of their elders, are refusing to enter the 
Church. This is the real cause of the falling off in the number 
of divinity students.”

The National Union of Teachers, in its annual report, 
gives some pretty illustrations of how teachers are dismissed 
by the bosses of Voluntary schools. Here are a few samples : 
“ (1) Head mistress of a Voluntary school dismissed because 
she maintained friendly relations with the family of the squire 
of the parish, who was not on good terms with the vicar. (2) 
Head mister of a Voluntary school dismissed because he 
refused to make a false entry upon the Managers’ Return.
(3) Head master of a Voluntary school dismissed because he 
declined to occupy a certain house to be rented from the vicar.
(4) Master of a Voluntary school dismissed for not attending 
choir practice, which took place during his summer holidays, 
his attendances at such choir practices being unpaid.”

The new Marriage Act came into force on April 1. It 
seems worthy of the day. liven the Nonconformists, who 
clamored for it, view it with disgust. When will our 
legislators learn that civic and religious marriage are two 
separate ;icts, that the first should be provided for by the 
State, and the second left to private taste and arrangement?

Mrs. Edgworth David has written a book called Funafuti; 
or, Three Months on a Coral Island, which is published by 
John Murray. The island of Funafuti lies in the Ellice 
group, north-west of Samoa. The natives number a few 
hundreds, and are as light-hearted as nearly all the 
Pacific “ savages.” Missionaries have Christianised them, 
made them wear Sunday hats, and got them to read the 
Bible, which they take very literally. “ A woman,” says 
Mrs. David, “ was unhappy in her married life, and appealed 
to the native magistrate to set her free from the husband who 
ill-treated her. The magistrate puzzled over the law as set 
down in the Bible, and finally told the woman that if she 
wanted to be divorced it was necessary for her, according to 
Christian law, to break the Seventh Commandment. She 
did.” __

The Sunday newspaper question still continues to agitate 
the religious world, or rather the Nonconformist part of it, 
for the Church parsons don’t seem to be troubling their heads 
very much about the matter—perhaps because their livings are 
sure, while the Dissenting ministers depend upon congrega
tions for their salaries. The Presbyterian, Congregationalism 
and Baptist Bo irds of Ministers—this time really .three in one 
— have met at the Memorial Hall, and passed a resolution 
against the projected Sunday editions of the Daily Telegraph 
and Daily Mail. Not only is this a “ new departure,” which 
in itself is distressing to old-fashioned men of God with their 
faces turned towards the past, but it is also regarded as 
“ involving a large increase of unnecessary labor, and tending 
still further to secularise the spirit and lower the moral tone 
of the community.”

There would be something quite touching, if it were not so 
professional, in the view of these men of God that the “ moral 
tone of the community ” depends upon their teaching. With
out them, of course, society would be morally rotten. They 
say or insinuate this on every possible occasion. But it is 
all nonsense. The average man of the world is quite as good 
as the average minister, only lie doesn’t pull as long a face 
over it.

The Bishop of London’s brief utterance to a reporter on the 
Sunday newspaper question is nothing but vague twaddle. 
Dr. Clifford delivered himself of about half a column. Like 
his Nonconformist brother, Mr. Price Hughes, he protests 
against increased Sunday labor for journalists and printers, 
although he must know very well that it is the Monday papers 
that have to be prepared on Sunday. This fact throws a 
Hood of light on the “ sincerity ” of Dr. Clifford’s statement, 
that he does not oppose Sunday papers on Sabbatarian 
grounds. The truth is he does. The Sunday newspaper is a 
rival. He dare not say so, but he knows it all the same. It 
is a very usual thing for all sorts of men, including sky-pilots, 
to give any number of reasons but the retd one for the course 
they are pursuing.

Dr. Clifford wants people—at least he says so— to do more 
serious reading on Sunday. So do we, but we want them to 
do some serious reading every day, and not one day in seven. 
Even as it is, however, a man, or a woman either, had better 
read a good literary or social article in a Sunday paper than 
go to church or chapel and listen to an average sermon, 
which is little more than a repetition of the solemn inanities 
that have done duty for generations.

V . .; Dr. Cl;¡ford says that the law may have to be in

a bi|iot- 
under'voked to suppress Sunday papers, he is talking like 

We are tempted to tell him that Nonconformists neverut 
stood liberty. All they mean by it is freedom for thenis* 
as against the Church of England.

We knew that Mrs. Besant’s Theoso
lief

phy would
far, and we said so at the very outset, much to the disk , v 
some Freethinkers who didn’t understand either f |ie. L j  
or Mrs. Besant. According to a Daily Mail correspon *• 
Calcutta, the lady has renounced the West a' « ’oV 
eats and lives like a Hindu, even sitting cross-leKk ucceSs 
carpet in the native fashion. She is working for thes 5, 
of a Hindu college at Luxa, in the healthiest part of be 
where secular instruction will be amply quahne 
Brahminic theology. Perhaps the ex-Materialist. wt j,er 
her earthly career by becoming a Hindu saint, and, a 
death, a sort of minor deity in the huge Hindu panthc

In order to arrest the conversions from “ ' ¡ s l S w  
Protestantism the Catholic clergy of Vienna arc c,r. . ,e 
the old story that Martin Luther committed sU'c .alltb 
hanging himself. They also suggest that every Prove ;s veff 
liable to come to the same sad end. Of course n .pi-¡rculatewicked on the part of the Catholic clergy to circfu ‘ pooib 
falsehood, hut the Protestants circulate similar W,s <• t|ie 
about Freethinkers. “ Infidel Death-Beds” is P‘u . j,-rec-
regular stock-in-trade 
thought.

of Protestant opponents

Dr. I’arkhurst, (he clergyman who runs the morals 0 ,.\]| 
York, is casting a covetous eye upon the outer won •' pertik’ 
that the world needs,” he declares, “ in order that the u 
wastes of heathenism may be transformed into a . .̂0ulJ 
garden of the Lord is God and missionaries.” T'J1? (got

1 blooming ” were deleted <read a good deal truer if ' ............ „  __
of a stronger adjective beginning with the same letter-

A tramp has been sent to an asylum by the_Sharl'
bff°K

magistrates. He thought the Devil was pursuing ’ _-aiid’
if Old Nick would waste his time on a penniless tramp j 0,r. 
hitting out at his Black Majesty, he broke a " jjj„t 
Martin Luther threw an inkpot at the Devil, but 
live in the nineteenth century, and was therefore P

,,1»

. -.b li>’
It is a pity that Mr. J. F. Nisbct did not live to 

book on The Human Machine. He was a writer o ^  
and originality, and a pretty open Freethinker, t jj.-ifl"' 
have been apparent to ¡ill readers of his weekly *- . 0f tl’e
book” in the Referee. Mr. Sims lets his own cation 
bag in wishing his dead friend farewell “ for ever.

----
The writer of “ Sporting Notions” in the Rffcrei 

'red Morley, of Sutlon-in-Ashfield, the famous c' „¡ir 
After referring to the bad storm during Morley’s v [̂¡ltii"' 
Australia, the Referee writer says : “ Morley’s , „„pt' , 
with the sky-pilots I shall never forget. A coin notl>i|,j’ 
crowd they were, these missionary folk, who showed ¡„„id;
but cowardice and selfishness when danger was they;

f Cf

Morley marked them and their shortcomings, so 
a nice chance in endeavoring to bring him to t ie'. „ hi1.1’. 
Moreover, they started badly on him, because he w«1-’ j  ih 
a Materialist. So it was unlucky that they introU| n 
parable of Dives and Lazarus in f 
otherwise in the future state must be incorporeal, ” 
put it that way. Morley wanted to know how it c?11* j  fro" 
that under these circumstances 1 Mr. Dives ’ sutler 
thirst.” ___

t W«sl'
The Royal Maundy Charities were distributed 

minster Abbey on March 30 to eighty men and e ig h ty  „b0̂  
corresponding to the age of the Queen. Each man g ^ cdl’ , 
,¿.'4 and each woman about and if they were _se ^,-e11
the double account of poverty and desert, the g1fts Wc pu1
doubt well bestowed, and the recipients duly g riltV’%  ¡isl!̂  

¡an to choose “ Wash Me T h o ro u g h !)  ^  tit was rather me
First Anthem in the accompanying service, 
cleanliness of the beneficiaries was not all that (̂C 
desired, but they might have been spared this public s‘suicjde W

thj.Mr. G. R. Longley, parish clerk, committed sl' ¡„i ■ ̂  
taking carbolic acid inside the church of ■ jfi-liCP ,j,

iWTEvangelist, Cambridgc-avenue, Kilburn. The , 
London, however, does not consider that the chu ;l„J ij 
reconsecration, as the body was found in the P°„ \voF 
in the portion of the church actually used for pubhe^y ̂ „0
Would it not be best, though, to m a k e  assurance d°L' s 
There is always the off chance that the Holy Ghost 
from the building.

IF"'

1 w °'c<'Stand, oh, mankind, on thine own feet at last, 1 ¡1
grown child ! u stil' ‘

And canst thou not stand—not even yet—must 1*
to the ground , „ ¡id

Without crutches, then fall to the ground, tor , '
worthy to stand. —ID ’"

4
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

, April 9, Athcn.-mim H all, T otten h am  C ourt-road,
' on : 7-3°, “ W’liat would Jesus D o ?

■ Vril 16, Manchester.

To Correspondents.Du
*iu’ b?Ir’, CharIes W a tts ’s absen ce from England his address 
City, y  Truthscckcr office, 28 Lafayette-p lace, N ew  Y o rk

j  , .....v-o erp o o i). It is not true that C elestine E dw ards
Y« c a „ T Jw ith  r' b o o te , e ith er a t Liverpool o r elsew h ere. 

Ueny the statem ent point-blank w henever you hear it.
Promising, but not 1

E- H,

f e . ^ « - R c c e i v e d .
quite up to the m ark.

nn-r'; N’~ W e  have read you r verses, w hich have sufficient 
W  s,unv that vou m ay do better in time. R eco llect that 
1 well depends, fo r one th ing, upon patient p ractice, just 

jo,,Ne,do,nk’ anything else well.

N-. S c  G’ - Sha„  appear.Tk ‘ Benevolent F und . —M iss V a n ce  a c k n o w le d g e s : 1.
•Ss 't” ’ 5"^1'ornet'tK VNl RER S S c h e m e . — M iss \ ance\ • S.s. T" ’ 51
^'orni'nKASl RER s Scheme.- M iss V a n ce  ack n o w led ges : T .

J’ TB-!p’ ss;
1 ased to receive  you r letter. O f  course you cannot 

“ »„do much financially for Frecthoug’ht on your 
\i,0f lhe Frerfi,' } Ve thank you  for p assin g  on you r w e e k ly  copy 

. Cox -_e " "^ cr  to other hands when you have done with it. 
" " 'c u t  Paragraph. Y o u r note w as m eagre, and w e don't

kV'ntle n., l̂ ARL;'NK.- T h an k  you  for sending the reverend 
° llr H ot C ross Bun D ay ”  article . K in dly let us

E

Kn° » i f h  f
!-"r tl'e e,m-,aVJrs -vou " i t h  an ackn ow ledgm en t. T h ai k s  also 

a rea.J.,r ’!?•*»s* W e are  g la d  to h ear from one w ho has been 
'.’'Klnv,. .- *'le Freethinker  on four con tin en ts.”

Plymouth, a sk s us to call attention to the N. S. S.i vich

W

w a v i n g  to be held to-day (April 9) a t the D em ocratic 
v'Urnesti,. e-street, at 8 p.m. M em bers and friends are
• R. c ,  ■ ' 'nv" e d  to attend.VI.IFTov ..

■ • bee paragraph.
'!ietlier’ A,>I>l-Lt. (M otherwell). H ard w ork and indisposition 

y h e  we]j ^ s i t a t e  som e n eg ligen ces. M r. F oote is alm ost 
P L ib ^ lln’ anc* 'V*H m ake up a  p arcel o f  books for you r

! ‘ l' s r ||..1 ,.BK* R eceived , and under consideration.

loi

» OrcUt •»---  /•-»• '°-*iei ti ‘ ‘ • Mi ss V a n c e ’s advice ■ to •M'plic.’ N . S . S  has not anr.i.t 0r exemption under the r
. to be the function o f  the A n ti-V accin ation  S ociety .

t\\n. John H arris, 7s. 6d.

: lnt * lor

you w as personal, not 
ithorised anyone to advise 

exem ption under the new V accin ation  A ct. T h atÇtliv,
• 011 SV
n, 1 Priíicin/,>0 Vory  careful, and not stra in a t trilles unless tliere 
d! 1 bJt °  •'»* s ,a ke. W e have not taken lega l opinion on the 
. 0 ln-0(i r.. ' ' v‘ should sa v  /> priori that the m a g i strates are  notI Ted I’. ..*w «« jrr tt/t i itiai mv. ma^i.iiii
" c v.iH. ,|' Jn'  uluirging a  small sum for the cortili 

. " ll'i an,j ' J v ' s uo such stipulation in the A ct. \  01
•ate m erely 

1 ou are  a poor
11. u V | ' C,l" n° t  light that m atter out by yourself.

'l;lVo t].1,',!'.'“ '~ I hanks for letter and cuttings. W e are  g lad  
li °a fain. ori,,;ition that the late  Mr. R ichard  C ad b u ry , o f  
1 "" H , , - , !f:lVe 30,000 B ibles to the scholars in the B inning-

C *

y*M ” *th a  request p asted outside that the
*'Ublv *. S NVoukl read a  few  verses each  da)’. It must
of to’,» V>ulir° v*-‘d their m orals if they have read the blue! • > .  "Ti:

t j i \ ' ; n  , .  y C e n t u r y — S ecu la r T h o u gh t— N ew  O rleans 
1*,..’ V i  Ethical W orld S yd n ey  Bulletin— W est Ham 

\V ° rJ Tim l e  '' "
«rids ,,es

°«k o f  G od.
lie 
•Vot’« ''k o r^ v  ° P ¡  nion— P rogressive  T h in k er— N ew  Y o rk

N ew sp ap er—  Liberator— S tratford  Express

in,
D JBue G rass B lad e— El Libre Pensam iento— T w o
’u-st0 F reiden ker-

1
Yri'tE V

T o rc h  o f R eason 
cthought 

Isle o f

■ ' est Sussex G a z e tte — *' '
°i\ k n e s tig a to r— F ree  S ociety  9,e ^ c  \ eNVs Arme Teufel-E d in b u rg h  E venin g

■ "iH-ne Watford O bserv *r. first pos1
° T 'ces must reach  28 Ston ecu tter-street ) 
or they will not he inserted. Strand,Secular S o ciety ’s office is aPC «II 1 *-

¿tl
C S . I

w
the

l T̂l£l

ere a l i i  —1 letters should be addressed to Miss V an ce.
to Post-Offij 'vh en n  10 t'ost-O fficc regulations to announce on the 

1Unî 0r j,i ]c sl,bscription expires, subscribers will receive 
tl colored w rap p er when their subscription is

L t " lLr.f° r liter/^11"001’ Lo,ulon> E .C .
of the Freethinker  should be addressed  to

'r si-r«ct* sbould bo sent to Mr. R. F order, 28 Stone
II»’ wi».
hi? p  '<? dio pa . ,.Us 'i^wspapers would enhance the favor by 
« 1 1 'tvsak' es 1o which the \- wish us to call attention.u f f , 0 which they wish us to Call attention. ¿i^°;st f|0 ,'N ke forwarded direct from the publishingr/l'nke

b (̂ l* ,̂l'l  f|-0o _ '»niuv'1 u n i »,1 tu t I >vi •^Iiaiiiii^
' ix‘ ‘ ; halfye-Lr*11 l *le io^ ow ing rates, p rep a id :— O ne y ear,

' e y

5s. 3d.: t; iree months, 2s. 8d.
■ f'- I t 'VorJ^'^j^1 *s,:— Thirty w ords, is . (3d. ; e ve ry  sue-■S !

or; ¡¡‘.r coi., di splayed Advertisem ents :— O ne inch, 
,,in> X-1 -s. u i .;  column, ¿ 2  ¿s. Sp ecial terms

Sugar Plums.

M r . F o o t e ’s  lecture on “ The Romance of the Resurrection ” 
drew an excellent audience to the Athenaeum Hall on Sunday 
evening. Mr. S. Hartmann presided, and some questions 
were asked and answered. Mr. Foote lectures there again 
this evening (April 9), taking for his subject, “ What would 
Jesus Do ?” This question is occupying a good deal of 
attention at present in the religious and semi-religious worlds.

Branches of the National Secular Society should be making 
preparations for the forthcoming Annual Conference which 
will be held at Birmingham on Whit-Sunday. The business 
sessions, morning and afternoon, are to be held in a large 
and commodious committee-room, and the magnificent Town 
Hall is secured for the public meeting in the evening. 
Notices of resolutions for the Agenda should be forwarded 
to the Secretary, Miss I£. M. Vance, as early as possible, and 
not later than the first week in May.

Mr. Foote will, of course, attend the Conference as usual. 
Mr. Cohen and Mr. Forder will also be present. No doubt 
Mr. Charles Watts will be there likewise. We have just 
heard from him privately. He is at Larchmont, which is 
delightfully situated about twenty miles from New York. 
He is there enjoying the hospitality of Dr. E. B. Foote, who 
is getting him into fit condition for the voyage home at the 
end of April. All his American engagements have had to be 
cancelled. We deeply regret that our old friend and colleague 
lias had such a bad time of it on the other side of the Atlantic, 
where the weather has been shocking, and the influenza fiend 
has had such a terrible innings.

Mr. J. M. Robertson completed on Sunday the special 
lectures organised for the season by the Liverpool Branch. 
To-day (April 9) the Branch holds its annual meeting. A 
large attendance of members is requested.

The New York Truthseckcr reproduces a considerable part 
of our article on the Death of President Faure.

Freethinkers in the Finsbury Park district are particularly 
requested to attend a meeting called for four o’clock to-day 
(April 9) at 8 Matthias-road, Newington Green. Arrange
ments are to be made for carrying on the lectures in Finsbury 
Park during the forthcoming season.

Mr. A. B. Moss debates on Wednesday evening (April n) 
in the Secular Hall, Camberwell, with Mr. H. Quelch, the 
well-known Socialist. Mr. J. E. Dobson, of the Camberwell 
Vestry, will take the chair at 8 o’clock. The subject for 
discussion is “ Socialism and Malthusianism.”

Porth Freethinkers meet to-day (April 9) at 2.30 p.m. at 
102 Birch-grove for the purpose of forming a Branch of the 
N.S.S. Ail friends of the movement in the neighborhood 
are invited to attend and co-operate.

Mr. John Glendiuning, the actor, is the son of a Free- 
thinking father, and he himself makes no concealment of his 
“ irreligious” opinions. Two or three months ago he and 
his wife gave some dramatic readings on a Sunday evening 
in the Leicester Secular Hall. Of course there was a 
crowded audience, who were delighted to hear from Mr. 
Glendinning, by way of preface to his readings, that he and 
his wife were both Secularists. We are very much pleased 
to see that Mr. Glendinning is gradually making his way 
towards the front in the theatrical profession. At present he 
is playing in Miss Wallis’s company. His performance of 
the Duke—the principal male part, and that a fine one— in 
Shakespeare’s “ Measure for Measure” is spoken of very 
highly in the press. The Referee, for instance, writes of it 
as follows :—“ Perhaps the best impersonation in the whole 
piece was Mr. John Glendinning’s Duke—a character which 
the late great Macready always avouched he found more 
difficult to learn than any other he had tried of the Bard’s. 
Mr. Glcndinning, however, cannot have found it so; for he 

j  rolled his lengths trippingly off the tongue—and, indeed, 
made no bones of them. He has a fine voice, and a well- 
modulated ; together with an absence of ‘ reserved force ’ 
which certain other actors—or so-called actors—of this kind 
of play would do well to emulate.”

The Library World for April says:—“ The difficulty in 
connection with the acceptance and display of the Freethinker, 
which has been agitating the Borough for some weeks past, 
lias at last been settled by an agreement to place the paper 
behind a screen in the care of the librarian. At one time, so 
high was the public feeling expressed that it was actually 
proposed to take a poll of the ratepayers on the question of 

1 acceptance or rejection of tills paper.”

Colonel Ingersoll’s new lecture on The Devil will he on 
sale at Mr. Border’s next week. It is well printed, and 

j  makes a handsome pamphlet. The price is sixpence. There 
1 ought to be a rush for this publication.
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Omar Khayyam.

W hen, in 1859, Mr. Bernard Quaritch published the 
first edition of Edward Fitzgerald’s version of The 
Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam., the book seemed destined 
to be stillborn. The whirligig of time has brought its 
revenge, and in 1899 one of the events of the literary 
world is the publication at a popular price of Omar’s 
wonderful poem.

Public appreciation of “ The Astronomer Poet of 
Persia” has been slow but sure. Omar was never 
considered as a really great poet at all until Fitzgerald 
used the Persian poet’s quatrains as material for one of 
the finest poems in the English language.

Omar’s editors count, roughly, some five hundred 
quatrains, many of which are of doubtful authenticity. 
For, be it remembered, Omar’s writings have been 
transmitted to us across some eight centuries. From 
these quatrains Fitzgerald made his wonderful Rose of 
the Hundred and One Petals'. The English poet made 
the freest use of his own fancy. The modernity of the 
incomparable English version is due entirely to Fitz
gerald. He selected, and he did not scruple to alter 
when he thought fit. He made Omar’s verse richer 
with opulent epigram ; he added venom to his blas
phemies. “ A planet larger than the sun which cast it,” 
said his friend Tennyson, and the remark was no mere 
prettiness evoked by amicable generosity.

The story of Omar’s life reads like a Persian version 
of the Three Musketeers. Early in the eleventh century 
of our era three Persian youths, who were attending 
lectures at the famous school of Nishapur in Khorasan, 
made a curious compact. Their understanding was that 
whichever of them attained to wealth should share it 
with the other two, and not preserve it for himself. 
These old-time schoolmates, singularly enough, were all 
fated to make a noise in the world ; but the first of them 
to do so was Nizam ul Mulk, who became Vizier to 
Sultan Alp Arslan. He honestly kept to his word, and 
the two whom he assisted are even better known, at 
any rate in Europe, than himself. One of them was 
Hasan bin Sabbah, the founder of the sect of the 
Assassins. The other was Omar Khayyam, more 
correctly Abul Fath Omar bin Ibrahim al Khayyam. 
The last part of his name indicates his father’s profes
sion as having been that of a tent-maker.

Until very recently Omar’s reputation in Europe 
depended mainly upon his revision of the Persian 
Calendar, which, in the words of Gibbon, is “ A compu
tation of time which surpasses the Julian and approaches 
the accuracy of the Gregorian style.” The biographers, 
with unconscious irony, mention casually that Omar also 
wrote poetry. In 1859 Edward Fitzgerald gave the 
world his version of the quatrains. Henceforth the 
astronomer is swallowed up by the poet, and, as 
Swinburne well says, Fitzgerald made Omar one of 
the greatest of English poets.

Omar was a very learned man. He was the author 
of astronomical tables, and of a treatise on the extrac
tion of cubic roots, and another on algebra. His mathe
matical masterpieces need not detain us here. They have 
been dealt with elsewhere by more competent hands. 
Omar’s poems consist simply of quatrains, little epigrams 
of four lines apiece, arranged in alphabetical sequence. 
Like all Persian poetry, the subject-matter is praise of 
wine and women, with speculations in religion. Omar 
was an Epicurean. The way he enforces his Epicurean
ism is by praising wine, for he is a Persian and a Moham
medan, to whom wine is forbidden by his religion. In 
common with all really great poetry, Omar’s work has 
from the first been interpreted by one school literally, 
but by the mystics each according to his mysticism. 
F itzgerald discards the latter in favor of the former, and 
rightly refuses to read for “ wine” “ God,” as suggested 
by a French translator, or to see in the lover and his 
goddess but a parable of the worshipper and his deity.

W e find in Omar the use again and again of that art 
which thrills love poetry with a finer tenderness by 
keeping ever in mind the precariousness of the tenure 
by which we hold love from death. Thus :—

I som etim es think that n ever blow s so red
T h e  R ose as w here som e buried Caesar bled,

T h at every  H yacinth the G ard en  w ears
D ropt in its Lap  from som e once lovely head.

And this delightful H erb w hose ten der green  
H e d g e s the R iv er ’s Lip on which w e  lean—  

Ah, lean upon it ligh tly  1 for w ho kn ow s ! 
From  w h at once lo vely  Lip it springs unseen 1

Omar was a Freethinker. Listen :—
Oh, threats o f  H ell and hopes o f  P aradise !
O ne th ing a t least is certain — T his  life flies.
O ne th ing is certain , and the rest is lies ;
T h e flow er that once has blown for ever dies.

Lamentation, just as in Æschylus or Marcus Aurelius» 
or even the book of Job, is apparent in his poem :

Y e t, ah ! that Sprin g should vanish with the rose, 
T h a t you th ’s sw eet-scented m anuscript should close , 

T h e n igh tin gale  that in the branches san g,
Ah, w hence and w hither flown a gain — w ho knows .

In one of the later quatrains, by the addition of 
words, Fitzgerald has turned a commonplace idea 1 
a fearful blasphemy :—

Oh Thou, who man o f baser E arth  didst m ake,
And even with P aradise  devise the snake,

F or all the sin w h erew ith  the face  o f  man 
Is blacken ed, m an's forg iven ess g iv e — and take l

These are what Swinburne called the “ crowning 
stanzas ” of all Fitzgerald wrote. ^

W e have a fondness for this old Persian poet, 
across some eight centuries we reverently salute a 
memory. It is as a personality, even more than 
poet, that we like to think of this old-world Freeth'11 j  
Generation has followed generation, century has 9̂ °Vfar 
century ; still the loom of time roars on. W e, in a ^  
country, speaking in an alien tongue, surrounde ^ 
other creeds, are fighting the same battle as OmaI" j, 
the pauses of the conflict we are nerved to 
endeavor by hearing the singing of the nightinga* 
old Omar Khayyam. MimNERMus‘

Richard Cadile.

How potent an instrument of progress is a free Prvjl£lt 
what havoc it works in the ranks of oppression, 
hope and inspiration it imparts to the soldiers ot t 
dom. It is the daily expositor of public opinion, 0 
force which moulds institutions and arbitrates (

itobviated, an
surel)’;

institutions
dispute. By it political revolutions are 
peaceful advance is assured. Silently, yet sl“ 'A,jesS 
settles every public question without appeal to sen cjety, 
violence. It is indeed the safety valve of _s° fret 
preventing explosion and ruin. Angry passion5’ 
themselves to impotence, righteous indignation ,eS 
articulate utterance, and adverse opinions and_pr" y. 
confront in bloodless conflict under its benigp 
A free press is still more ; it is the unflagg11. '» t o  
invincible opponent of tyranny, which it ever stri 
drag from its usurped throne, to strip of its p-ust' 
tensions, and expose to public abhorrence and y 1 ®aI)d 
Despots tremble before its persistent aggression, ^  
invariably war against its very life. Napoleon d ■ , eS; 
one independent newspaper more than an army 0 . fie 
for the one could be seized, beaten, destroyed, w. , t t>e, 
other baffled all such movements ; scotched it m’» 
but never slain. oUglit

In proportion as we value this possession, 550  ̂ fie 
we to be grateful to those who achieved it for us 
cost of personal comfort and public repute. .gjj; 
number is great, and the memory of most must 
but others will never be forgotten ; their SP1./ U  L  V/ t i l  v l  O  VV 111 1 1V  V W 1 U V  1 v  1 ^  V/ L I L 1 1  J ^

championship or loyal devotion being their pas&R____ e....... - t ' i______  ____________1. 1 .  _______ ore. 01deathless fame. These

,ortt0 
» t"

memorable ones are , u < tS
kinds— those who have adduced impregnable arg * 
for the cause, adorned with the eloquence of c 
and those who have practically striven for it 1 rejiie 
warfare. O f the former John Milton is the S V 
English type, of the latter Richard Carlile. freed0"' 

In England the ruling classes always dreaded ^  to 
of discussion and criticism, and were ever re vfy'tie(1ss. B uiy

¡" " S o « *
exercise a rigid censorship over the press^ 
arbitrary suppression was possible it was ^  
employed ; since then, until quite recently, irW  
legislation has been resorted to. This cen 1  ̂ fjna 
witnessed the trial of each method and 1 . „eat5

twenty 2"
of it high-handed acts of power were leve
extinguishment of both During the first

.fled  a £'
■ an'5
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‘ ^ d  publishers ; during the second twenty years 
their*3 , 'es on newspapers were imposed to obstruct 
both S?i amon8fst the poorer classes. Fortunately, 
ofnoht S 'vere broken down by the resolute opposition 
to utter m'lnC*ec* men> wko valued “  the liberty to know, 
above to. argue freely, according to conscience,
n°blest h ertie s ” ; wb °m Richard Carlile was the

Rich’ mos’; sincere, the most intrepid.
? h i r e T n ^ 'e  was born at Ashburton, in Devon- 
is kn0°n ^ ece<T>ber 8, 1790. O f his parents not much 
arithm t-0 ■ father possessed some talent as an
fuathem l?'an’ anc* published a collection of arithmetical, 
Was sh ahca1-. and algebraical questions. His trade 
eXciSem°erna'<ul8'i but he early quitted it to become an 
and he n̂tox'cati°n beset him in that profession, 
Suhse et°ok himself to teaching as a schoolmaster. 
°f thirt116?*'*̂  lle became a soldier, and died at the age 
his wjfg" °br’ “ n°body’s enemy but his own,” leaving 
sisters i f * 1 ’•kree infant children, Richard and two 
ing buV 1 16 w^ ow was for several years in a flourish- 
iiminish'nj Ss.’ kut tke bard times about 1800 greatly 
afflicted h anc* alternate sickness and poverty 
another a '?*le was through all changes an indulgent 
died, be‘ a v'rtuous woman. At the age of sixty she 
time \vh'n î suPPorted by her son until then, from the

Carlilg’11 15 Was a^ e t°  earn a living for them.
'nS> writjS Ĉ uca*;'on was but scant ; it comprised read- 
Pfiysician> g’ ar'*-hmetic, and sufficient Latin to read a 
t  *he s S ?rescr'ption. On leaving school he engaged 

X̂eter • ufVlce Mr. Lee, chemist and druggist, in 
do thin~ be soon left it on account of being put to 
that he ¡a]6̂ 1516̂  derogatory to his office. Following 
arUused 1 •e<̂ away three months at home, where he 
pother1., lniself with coloring pictures to sell in his 
Mr. sh° p . .................... b ' '
?°usisu l 0ake,

His mother’s principal customers, says 
^Usistej" pKe> were the firm of Gifford and Co., which 
aud such t*-be brothers of that Attorney-General who
tl.differentejjiensive dealings with the son afterwards, in
“ U-DL. ‘ Une. C a r l i lp 1 w a« thpn nnnrpnfirpH f r\ tViPPlate b • v/ttime was men apprenticed 10 me 
q°at'nuecj ^ " e s s ,  and, although he never liked it, he

Carlile w as then apprenticed to the

shiip 10 work at it for many years. His apprentice- 
m aruijfd seven years and three months, and was 
and reu f  brrcat hardships, and consequent conspiracies 
five bv-,b°ns. His master, a Mr. Cummings, allowed
0nb°rr. si* h -------  -

re,?/„Ŝ ° r sleeP- but no leisure for recreation, 
a ]ned to f0rea,se<̂  from this gallin g  bondage, he deter- 
ear0llR time I f  ie *'*le tra<de as soon as possible ; but for

his sub Was compelled to follow it, and thereby 
hs a joUrn Dsistence. After travelling in various parts 
1 he re(̂ iriarl *-’nman, he came to London in 1811, 

" ’as- ¡nUrnet* *-° Kxeter the same year. In 1813 
f °ns> Blac.u/?n<d°n again, working at Benham and 
mrtTled an riars' r°ad. During the interval he had 
tLbrit;hs’ c_ acqaaintance with a lady who, after two 
J t y  year Ur̂ bip, became his wife, she being then 
ne6s not Se ° a£e and he twenty-three. This union 
SonS' ^rs p . to. llave been productive of great happi- 
ne al attract' arl'*e Was a woman of considerable per- 
Cl3 Ssary to 10ns> and possessed all the business qualities 
hi'.0*1 she bra trf desman’s wife. In after years of perse- 
the-lniPrisonmVe  ̂sto°d by her husband’s side and shared 
cil  ̂ ages ,rent' But their tempers were ill-matched, 

0̂ hi diversIŜ arate’ lbeir mental characters irrecon- 
fiicf Hrrie is 1° • mutual consent they parted in 1832. 
Ihei & ¡di0svgltlmately ascribable to either ; their con- 

r,r ^uh yilCracies were their misfortune, and not

H Peh^n nient" ?,ars °fi bis labor as a tinman, Carlile had 
bi‘c rp*.,-. v  quiescent. He was ambitious to win 

and to earn his living by his pen.imputation _ „„ ,
fe he had dreams of purifying the Church,

> . „ S  ¡0'“i f “ '?«! purging.
acMUain‘,!.S, concen‘i ’ and nf cessar!1y bis reforming

Heresy had not found

^gg0!nted. rnfd themselves with what he was 
• vket !° bUrnr., at.e,s bow, in his youth, he gathered
ar*cl, im’ being * l Pom Paine,” instead of Guy
p^ ditf °lber De l°Ldly ignorant of Paine’s writings, 
v'eti e-

. . Urn
lbe

-- s Not ! ° P.1P’ 'ncensed against him by irrational 
’ fii6 b°e a conv'Hf I^IO> in his twentieth year, did he 

read p ;̂ 0 , ’•be Rights of Man. But towards 
p fiuifp Is. > his n!ae,s Works and the writings of other 
tfier 6j. '¿eas a became excited by his newly- 
vfi>cb ,va°rs WercC 1 essayed public life. Cobbett and 

Cre Unif0rP’̂agued at first by his literary scraps.
mly refused. But in the following

235

year, 1817, W ooller’s Black Dwarfma.de its appearance, 
and, being more to Carlile’s taste than Cobbett’s Register, 
which did not go far enough for him, he determined to 
push it amongst the newsvendors, as the sale was very 
low. “ The Habeas Corpus A ct,” says Mr. Holyoake,
“ was suspended, and Sidmouth had sent forth his 
circular ; there was a damp amongst the newsvendors, 
and few would sell. This excited Carlile with a desire 
to become a bookseller. The story of Lackington 
beginning with a stall encouraged him. He resolved 
to set a good example in the trade of political pamphlets. 
Finding the sale of the Black Dwarf very low, he 
borrowed 1 from his employer, and invested it in one 
hundred Dwarfs, and on the 9th of March, 1817, he 
sallied forth from the manufactory, with his stock in his 
handkerchief, to commence the trade of bookselling. He 
traversed the metropolis in every direction to get news
vendors to sell the Dwarf, and called every day to see 
how they sold. He inquired also after Cobbett’s 
Register and Sherwin’s Republican, but, finding that 
they did not want pushing, he took none of those round. 
Indeed, he refused to avail himself of the profit he could 
have made by taking Cobbett’s Register, because it did 
not go far enough. He carried the Dwarf round several 
weeks, walking thirty miles a day, for a profit of fifteen 
or eighteen pence. At length an information was 
lodged against the publisher, and Mr. Steill was 
arrested. Carlile at once offered to take his place. 
Mr. Wooller, however, arranged the matter, and 
Carlile’s offer was declined. Mr. Sherwin, then a young 
man editing the Republican, perceived Carlile’s value, 
and offered him the publishing of his paper, which he 
accepted. Carlile guaranteed Mr. Sherwin against 
arrest, which left him free to be bold without danger. 
The shop on which he now entered was 183 Fleet- 
street, which Mr. Cobbett afterwards occupied. Carlile’s 
first ideas of politics were, that neither writers, printers, 
nor publishers were bold enough ; and he now com
menced to set the example he thought wanted.”

Those were stirring times, and Carlile stepped into 
the ranks of publishers just at the moment when his 
sturdy independence and resolute will were needed to 
stem the torrent of Government prosecutions. The 
Tory Government made war upon the press, and to 
effect its designs furbished up every rusty instrument 
of tyranny. “ It is difficult,” says Knight, “ to imagine 
a more degraded and dangerous position than that in 
which every political writer was placed during the year 
1817. In the first place, he was subject, by a Secretary 
of State’s warrant, to be imprisoned upon suspicion, 
under the Suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act. 
Secondly, he was open to an ex-officio information, under 
which he would be compelled to find bail, or be im
prisoned. The power of ex-officio information had been 
extended, so as to compel bail, by an Act of 1808 ; but 
from 1808 to 18x1, during which three years forty such 
informations were laid, only one person was held to bail. 
In 1817 numerous ex-officio informations were filed, and 
the almost invariable practice then was to hold the 
alleged offender to bail, or, in default, to commit to 
prison. Under this Act Mr. Hone, and others, were 
committed to prison during this year. To complete 
a triple cord with which the ministers believed they 
could bind down the ‘ man mountain ’ of the press, came 
forth Lord Sidmouth’s Circular.” Sidmouth’s famous 
Circular to the Lords-Lieutenants of Counties, urging 
the importance of preventing the circulation of blas
phemous and seditious pamphlets, stated that he had 
obtained the opinion of the law officers, “ that a justice 
of the peace may issue a warrant to apprehend a person 
charged before him, on oath, with the publication of 
libels of the nature in question, and compel him to give 
bail to answer the charge.” This was practically a 
deprivation of every particle of liberty, and placed every 
writer at the mercy of informers and unpaid magistrates. 
It did away with trial by jury, and substituted for it the 
arbitrary caprice of judges. Earl Grey, in the House of 
Lords, asked : “ If such be the power of the magistrate, 
and if this be the law, where are all the boasted securities 
of our independence and freedom ?” These proceedings 
were the most daring invasion of public liberty that had 
been attempted since the time of the Stuarts. The 
reformers, however, stood firm ; only one fled— William 
Cobbett. But no cowardice dictated his movement. 
He saci'ificed an incredibly profitable business, and
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departed with his family to America, being determined 
not to be gagged by judges, or magistrates, or Secre
taries of State. There he continued to write his Register, 
the first numbers of which, dated from Long Island, 
preserve as an indelible brand on the oligarchy the story 
of the Last Hundred Days of English Freedom.

G. W . F o o t e .
( To be continued.)

A Good Friday Invocation.

O HOLY ones, O pals of Christ,
Who long have pondered carefully 

How best to mourn the Sacrificed 
Religiously and prayerfully,

Help us to-day—your deeds our guide— 
To suffer with the Crucified.
Content and peace this Friday bless, 

Gay glows the sunlit scene to-day ; 
The earth in her resplendent dress 

Of vernal bloom and green to-day 
Is brighter decked than any bride— 
Because the Lord was crucified.
The brilliant sky and sunshine bright 

Set birds a-warbling gleefully,
And crowds, like butterflies bcdight, 

Will soon be jogging spreefully, 
Proclaiming (clearly) far and wide, 
“ To-day the Lord was crucified.”
Arouse ye, godly Christian folk,

And give yourselves to jollity 
Till absolutely stonybroke

Through feasting and frivolity ;
Lest, Christian folk, it be denied 
That Christ to-day was crucified.
Awake ! ye thirsty Christian men,

And don your loudest toggery ; 
Consume a double breakfast, then 

Betake ye to the groggery.
Drink deep, the infidel to chide 
With hiccups for the Crucified.
Còme forth, ye lads and lasses, too,

In Springtime gear splendiferous ; 
Packed tight in boats high wassail do, 

And make the air vociferous. 
Hilarious o’er the water glide 
Condoling with the Crucified.
Arise, ye Sunday-schools, and show 

Your pity, love, and piety ;
Abroad in gay procession go,

Hurrah anil lioup-la-liety !
With tea and buns at eventide 
Mourn mightily the Crucified !

An Oriental Book. talIf we once fully recognise the Bible as an or,e'' 
book, we are on the road to its complete cornPI\ ' e[.c 
sion. Its grossness of speech, its gratuitous refer«1 
to animal functions, its designation of males by 
sexual attributes even on the most serious occasio * 
its religious observances in connection with Pre? n ,[nC| 
and birth, its very rite of circumcision ; all this, < 
much more, becomes perfectly intelligible. ^ _,s j 
keeping with all we know of the ideas, practices, 
language of the East. Moreover, we perceive *  
is that similarities to the theology, the poetry, a11 
ethics of the Bible have been so liberally disclose 
the progress of oriental studies. The Bible,  ̂
brought from the East, has to be carried back .r̂ an 
be properly understood. It is true that ^^r'tS|)eSe 
divines have offered their own explanation ot .£ 
similarities. At first they declared them to be Sa  ̂
anticipations, devilish pre-mockeries, of God s 
truth. Then they declared them to be confused eCIIUIU. INCH nicy UCUclICU LI1CII1 IU UC .-jfl
of the oracles of Jehovah. Finally, they ^e<jiarf  c|l0se

latio'1'
------ — j .--------- ------- j , — j  chose

to be evidences of the fact that, although Gou
the Jewish race as the medium of his special reve— j 
he also revealed himself partially to other nations, 
these explanations are alike fantastic. They rest ._\a. 
no ground of history or evolution. The real j s 
tion is that the Bible is one of the many sacred 
of the East. Its differences from the rest are n ^ 
kind, but of degree ; and any superiority that 
claimed for it must henceforth be argued upon this

This oriental Bible is at utter variance with tn
beliefs, the political and social tendencies, _ an j,as
ethical aspirations, of the present age. Science e(j 
destroyed its naive supernaturalism ; reason has P ¡ „  
its personal God— the magnified, non-natural nv âs 
his own niche in the world’s Pantheon ; philosop11;^ ^  
carried us far beyond its primitive conceptions ot ^  
society; our morality has outgrown its hardness f 
insularity, however we may still appreciate tj,e 
ejaculations ; even the most pious Christians, 'v  ̂ 0̂.
exception of a few “ peculiar ” people, only p:iy a / jhe 
critical homage to its clearest injunctions I a us 
higher development of decency and propriety J'scnse 
turn from its crude expressions with a growing s fe 
disgust, while the progress of humanity fill8 llS. r0th' 
and more with a loathing of its frightful wars an jts 
less massacres, its tales of barbaric cruelty, 
crowning infamy of an everlasting hell.

— G. IV. Foote, “ The Book of God.”

Come forth, ye multitudes untold,
Ye bought-with-blood élite of him ;

Come forth, ye myriads who hold
That Romans made cold meat of him.

Wild Saturnalian whirlwinds ride 
In token Christ was crucified.

Such sympathy beyond belief,
With Christ the slain, deserted one,

Such passion of insatiate grief 
Consuming each converted one,

Shall surely smite all doubt aside 
That God to-day was crucified.

G o o d  F rid a y , 1899. ___  E x - R it u a l is t .

[T h ese verses should have appeared in last w e e k ’s Freethinker ; 
th ey  w ould have been m ore seasonable then, but th ey  a re  not 
without interest now . -  E d it o r .]

A Bradlaugh Anecdote.

Seeing that
A Call

his audiences
Sunday, a minister of the Gospel broke off in the 1111 |iafl<h

to Quit.
were becoming sur

sermon, descended the pulpit stairs, and walked on h’  ̂
down the central aisle of the church. He then rc’l ,.0urie

tit"•a

his feet, ascended to the pulpit, and resumed his 
making no allusion to the incident. u , ,|| li»ve’

“ Now,” said he to himself, as he went home, “ I s ‘ 
henceforth, a large attendance and no snoring.” |,y A’ 

But on the following Friday he was w aited up 'tti tllj. 
Pillars of the Church, who informed him that, m o ^¡,£6 ^

' < a

1 mat o vri 111 v_ v im i t il, w iiv' iiiiui iiiku 111111
in harmony with the New Theology and get full. i . _ ..... ■—........ dsof Gospel interpretation, they h' -

ake a change. They had there
the modern methods 
it advisable to make a change. They 
call to Brother Jowjeetum-Fallal, the .
Hindoo Human Pin-Wheel, then holding forth m rciitle,11j1e 
circus. They were happy to say that the reverend g j  t„, t(g 
had been moved by the Spirit to accept the call, j0r 
ensuing Sabbath would break the bread of 11 
brethren, or break his neck in the attempt.

—Ambrose Bierce, “Fantastic Fables.”

ti'4-’

How deep-seated was universal prejudice against Bradlaugh 
the following story will show. The very last people in the 
world to be repelled by anyone’* religious or anti-religious 
opinions were surely “ George Eliot” and George Henry 
Lewes. Yet 1 well remember that when describing an even
ing at the Hall of Science, the latter observed laughingly : 
“ I verily believe, Polly, ’ thus he usually called his companion, 
“ that our friend has a sneaking fondness for Mr. Bradlaugh.” 
The speech, good-naturedness itself, evidently implied tacit 
cause for astonishment, the notion that such sympathy was 
hardly credible, hardly admissible, in a well-regulated mind. 
—Miss II. BeU.am-lidwards, “ Reminiscences,"p. 216.

The New Testament.
Here the holiest book of prayers, 

Weal and sorrow, see ?
At its portal stands and stares 

God’s adultery.

Goodman— “ Did you ever hear about the tj¡J’*® W*lS 
who followed a star ?” Grayboy—“ No. ”  11
playing.”
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The Press and War.
Jp » ♦
said, n,nna,S|S °P even clvilised mankind were not, as Carlyle 
attained P°°'s’ £reat relief could no doubt be rapidly 
arill4mem' sav‘nfi the immense sums now squandered on 
°f all fe. s ^paralleled in human annals. And the removal 
suPPressif °*-war would be even a greater gain than the 
follies and1' °' war-budgets. But men must pay for their 
c°st of || .Passi°ns ; and they do pay, heavily enough. The 
6Ven betw- U ênce 111 international jealousies and hatreds, 
'Ds diffi,.„i?en European countries at the present day, would
c>icP l ult. to —  • * ■
oe<

nee
!c°mê

Prod - exa8'p'e_rate i and even one of the supposed 
;. 1 Ucts °f civilisation, a free and popular press, has 

<1 r p - s o u r c e  rtf Pvil If ic harrlltt catrintr fr\n mnr»1i?>atthema.rg!! source of evil. It is hardly saying too much 
15 to 'nflarn U'° CCUPa .IOn °f niost of the newspapers of Europe 
'5Hr has |3 ,'C 'uiecnational animosities. Over and over again 
tlons li;i,iLen uurely averted between nations whose popula-
the Peace tVery ! n t e i .......................  - ‘ l
?gaFnst! ’ b,ut which
ll’e peaa. ,"}terest, and probably every desire, to keep
aSainst eiri 'y^ich had been worked up to a pitch of fury 
hy j .? other by the incendiary fustian served up to them 

spapers. We narrowly escaped war with< Æ ily,newspape
c°*tsoirâ ,..a diplomatic complications ensued after the Orsini
?Ur Anierfl’ an.4 how nearly we grazed a fratricidal war with 
111 mern0 . ln®folk, after the affair of the Trent, dwells 
n'ay have i ! ? es’ Whatever difficultv trained diplomatists c<ui to Rofflr» z v i f ,1 .— —----i,, i.i----i'an be no settle either of these disagreements, there
Lncessant no,Ue-Stl0n fEat they «-ere greatly aggravated by the 
J  l'le new nn  ̂0t' od 0,1 the flame of international discord 
latest misfPapers ° P a  ̂ the countries concerned. The 

es~-the w°r û,ne which Europe has experienced in modern 
wholKaru wtween France and Prussia— was largely, 1 of tiZ’p ° .u^Et about by the reckless mendacity and 

tTms again ,.ariSlan press ; which, untaught by experience, 
prat 1 think tlSP°ped to repeat its unpatriotic blunders. Not

¡U o fthe

■•eem̂ again dI-ari
[ think dlSp

a ,Ss °f other'16 P ren.c'' press more evil-minded than the 
riVo,SS u I a t in “ U,1‘ rIef  : 11 is onl)' more clever, sparkling, 

*s 111 othpr i*3’ ana therefore more dangerous, than its 
''James r  ?nds’

Prefab V  ^orison, “ The Service of Man,"
J e< PP-

Wp- h;
Book Chat.

^eW Yo'ri'ed from Peter Eckler, publisher, 35 Fulton- 
bej,| °rehouSe C| a C0Py of The Wilderness of Worlds, by Mr. G. 
Procl1S,'v*th thr,.'1 well-known American scientist. The author 
lie r ,et*s to o-;,. e ouapters on Space, Time, and Matter, and 
Mr, \|tes the hi tUl acc?unt of the solar system, after which 
aiate--. ,rehouSeS|0ry ol a P*anet up to its end and extinction
tr!,. ‘US n« 1 ‘‘S n t llrtfrtl 1 Ctrl'» tnonrl z"vf cr*ionfV“5' and u, " r  a thorough command of his scientific 
-«ok i°  niake n,1U?u.a* Powers of lucid exposition. He con- 
this „• ,6serves a ®.~nest parts of his subject interesting. His 
¡1 his the”Atl- e .c'IrcuIati°n, and should find a public on
¡atei|;aati.Su ant'c. Mr. Morehouse is thorough-going 

Thê eat po\Ver‘ turalism. He dismisses the idea of “ an 
inteii? n° evidp1"Cleatlve force back of, or outside, matter.” 

Monis ' 'genCe ’ he says, “ of the characteristic caprice
uniVe_ *s the tr„„ ‘ he always uniform order of nature.” 
SeHst a6.’ ' he Sa, cai)cePtion of the universe. “ The material 

ls Potent aAa rS.a** there is of it, but in the broac

uniVer?  *s the trim dle always uniform order of nature.
, !.e* hp conception of the universe. “ The material

— .0 ........- broad
•p, and living material.”

the Qp P.rmcipat * * *
)rith r„'flng 'n the Positivist Review for April ...
10nist t, re'ice to tT  Danton,” by Mr. Frederic Harrison, tr0rr| thai i, 10 the u:..______________ .Ul;

th. at
arriSp„ Pen

e to tin- . , .  > J 4,11 • » ‘ c u c ile  n u l l i s m i ,
have just two biographies of the great Revolu-
.ns ofi> ‘»on ■ —« ot a t appeared simultaneously in England 

inntest 0fP,?‘nts out Beesly and Hilaire Belloc. Mr. 
ai6'ect the chief,, V*a.t Eomte regarded Danton as “ the 

in ch-i ° the revolutionary movement, both in 
ern°f r 'acter—indeed, as the only statesman
Ceri Freed,•ff'f'ht and noble nature.” Danton was

aiii
8 th,
aou!

teethinker.

c«n thetnSe|the Prince of Peace ” in this country do 
Sf'n- s i°UrnalL(-mu,ch about the Peace Crusade, andHue

, The
nce> died of *tlC haby, War Against War, has, in 

th "e Ulo • 'unit ot circulation, aged three months.

o f ^ a  by \jptJherary event of the present month is 
a‘yat o/r)V'lrd F;tzSf ‘ Alacmillan, at the price of half-a- 

,, ’"ar ¿-z Sorald’s incomparable version of The
MVVi‘h e,
h y'iohn p'Aci {n s 0 *  , *  *

0c ‘ùley nvil- Letters (Thomas Burleigh)
r,)osf a h;iVj.ef  ays ¡n ®? .h.ls first appearance as a writer of 
a° dr, 1 he 1 een puhi; , lc‘sm, though critical papers from 
b< > t th 'f^ ag  re !fhed any time the last few years in 

Y Suther all or ' ' s and magazines. There can be 
\  ¿ f o l i o s  into 0'ear'y all, of these essays merit their

‘ ®y husd consistendv  ̂ W'iere the critic’s judgment 
really cano-1 and more fully appreciated.

gnt something of the spirit of the

old writers, and when he introduces us to such delightful 
letter-writers as Edward Fitzgerald, Gibbon, Swift, Charles 
Lamb, Cowper, Gray, Dr. Johnson, and Lady Mary Wortley 
Montagu, the reader of these scholarly essays will find it easy 
to surrender himself to the author’s judgment, and, in the 
case of some of the writers referred to, will be infected by Mr. 
Bailey’s well-bred enthusiasm.

* * *
There is always something very attractive about considered 

studies of the personalities of great writers ; the man who 
knows little of the subject under treatment is able to gain 
secondhand useful knowledge of “ the immortals,” while the 
student is able to contrast his own judgment with that of the 
essayist. To all such we cordially recommend Mr. Bailey’s 
Studies. The book is a most invigorating literary tonic.

* * *
The Fortnightly Review for April contains the first of a

series of articles on “ The Origin of Totemism,” by Mr. J. G.
Frazer, the author of the Golden Rough. The serial story, 
“ The Individualist,” draws to a conclusion, and, we presume, 
will shortly appear in book form, when we confidently expect 
to find Mr. “ Wentworth Moore” will be revealed as our old 
acquaintance, W. H. Mallock. The Fortnightly includes the 
inevitable article on the so-called “ crisis ” in the Church of 
England.

■* * *
Mr. Charles Sheldon, the author of In His Steps, is as un

practical as Jesus Christ. He neglected to copyright his 
works, and, although his books are selling in England by 
thousands, he does not receive any profit. Mr. Sheldon 
would have pardoned that compositor who set up that 
beautiful text, “ Now Barrabbas was a publisher.”

* * *
Farrar’s Life of Christ, which some humorist once called 

“ Cook’s Guide to the Gospels,” is about to be issued at 
a popular price by Messrs. Cassell & Co.

* * *
The Westminster Review for April contains two articles on 

the Ritualistic crisis in the Church, which ought to satisfy 
the most exacting laymen on the subject of ecclesiastical 
millinery. In the Independent section Mr. Charles Hills 
writes on “ The Injury Inflicted on the Working Classes by the 
Sunday Opening Movement,” and a paper on “ Maurice 
Maeterlinck,” “ the Belgian Shakespeare,” helps to make a 
good issue of this veteran review.

Correspondence.

A MODERN RESURRECTION.
TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.”

S ir ,— An incident that took place in this county during the 
terrible famine in 1848-49 came under my notice a short time 
since, and, as it throws some light on similar occurrences, 
perhaps you would give its recital a place in your columns. 
It took place in Skibbereen, County Cork.

A well-known character, whose soubriquet was“ The Com
missioner,” fell into dire want like thousands of his fellow 
countrymen, became poorer and poorer, and at last died of 
starvation. Not only did he die, but both his legs were 
broken so as to make his corpse fit into one of the Govern
ment coffins, which, I presume, were made for adults ; but, 
as “ The Commissioner” was an unusually tall man, they 
had to resort to this expedient. I believe he was taken in 
the coffin and thrown into an open ditch that contained 
hundreds of other corpses ; but, wonderful to relate, he 
crept into town next morning, and lived to clean shop 
windows and run light messages for over twenty years 
afterwards. This story can be verified. Yet we hear of 
millions of people giving their assent to the miraculous in a 
similar instance, even when it is well known that crucifixion 
is not by any means fatal. A g n o s t ic .»

Cork.

Religions of Error.
Hearing a sound of strife, a Christian in the Orient asked 

his Dragoman the cause of it.
“ The Buddhists are cutting Mohammedan throats,” the 

Dragoman replied, with oriental composure.
“ I did not know,” remarked the Christian, with scientific 

interest, “ that that would make so much noise.”
“ The Mohammedans are cutting Buddhist throats, too,” 

added the Dragoman.
“ It is astonishing,” mused the Christian, “ how violent and 

how general are religious animosities. Everywhere in the 
world the devotees of each local faith abhor the devotees of 
every other, and abstain from murder only so long as they 
dare not commit it. And the strangest thing about it is that 
all religions are erroneous and mischievous excepting mine. 
Mine, thank God, is true and benign.”

So saying, he visibly smugged, and went off to telegraph 
for a brigade of cutthroats to protect Christian interests.

—Ambrose Bierce, “Fantastic Fables."
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.
[Notices o f  Lectures, etc., m ust reach us by f ir s t  post on Tuesday, 

and be marked “ Lecture N o t i c e i f  not sent on post-card.]

L O N D O N .
T he A thenaeum H a ll  (73 T otten h am  Court-road, W . ) : 7.30, 

G . W . Foote, " W h a t  w ould Jesus D o ? "
Ba tter sea  B ranch : M eeting's e ve ry  M onday a t 8.30, a t 8 

A therton-street, B attersea.
B radlaugh  C lub and In stitute  (36 N ew in gton  G reen-road, 

B a ll’s P o n d ): 8.30, J. M. W hite ’s D ram atic C o . in the farciful 
com edy o f " D avid  G a rr ick ."

C am berw ell  (N orth C am berw ell H all, 16 N ew  C h u rch -ro ad ): 
E v e ry  S atu rd ay, a t 7, D eb atin g  C lass. Sunday, a t 7.30, A  lec
ture.

E a st  L ondon B ranch (S w a b y ’s C offee H ouse, 103 M ile End- 
ro a d ) : 8, F. A . D avies, “ S hak esp eare  the S ce p tic .”

P eckham  D em ocratic C lub (R y e  L a n e ) : W ed n esday, April 
12, a t 8, E . P a ck , “ M iracles.”

South  L ondon E th ical  So cie ty  (Surrey M asonic H all, C am 
berw ell N ew -road, S .E .)  : 11.15, S u n d a y -sch o o l; 7, Stanton Coit, 
" T h e  P erson ality  o f  G o d .”

W est  London E th ical  So ciety  (K en sington  T ow n  H a ll) : 11, 
Stanton C oit, “ T h e  P oetry  o f  Mr. K ip lin g .”

W est London B ranch (15 E d g w a re -ro a d ): A pril 11, at 9, 
G en eral M eeting.

O pen-air  P ropaganda.
Ba tter sea  Pa r k  Ga t e s : 11.30, R . P. E d w ards.
H yde  Pa r k  (near M arble A r c h ) : 11.30, E . P a ck .
Ham pstead  H eath  (near F la g s ta f f) : 3.30, R. P. E dw ards, 

"C h ristia n ity  and S ecu larism .”
K ilburn (corner o f  V ictoria-road ) : 7, E . P a ck .
Mile E nd W a s t e : 11.30, S . Jones.
T he T riangle (Salm on L an e, Lim ehouse): 11.30, F. A . D avies.
S tr a tfo r d  (T h e G r o v e ) : 11.30, A  lecture.
V ictor ia  Pa r k  (near the F o u n tain ): 3.15, S tan ley  Jones.
W estm inster  (G rosvenor E m bankm ent): 11.30, H . C ourtney, 

“  Som e R ecen t Illustrations o f  C hristian  C h a rity .”

C O U N T R Y .
B irmingham  B ranch  (Prince o f  W a le s  A ssem bly  R o o m s): 

C . C ohen— 3, “ C hristian ity  and the J e w s ” ; 7, “ R e lig io n : Is it 
either T ruthful or U seful ?”

C hatham  S ecular  So cie ty  (Q ueen’s-road, N e w  B rom p ton ) :  
2.45, S u n d a y -sch o o l; 7, J. M. R obertson , “ C hristian ity  and 
C h a ra cter ."

G lasgow  (Lecture H all, n o B ru n sw ick -stre e t)  : Joseph M cC abe 
— 12, “ T h e  O rig in  o f  L i f e ” ; 6.30, " W h y  I L eft the Church o f 
R om e ; or, R om e and R e aso n .”

G reat Y arm outh  F r e eth in k e r s ’ A ssociation  (F reeth in kers’ 
H all, bottom  o f  Broad-row ). T h u rsd ays, a t 8.30, E locution C lass. 
Sunday, a t  7, J. W . de C au x , J .P ., “ T h e  F loo d ."

L iverpo o l  (A lexan dra H all, Islin gton -square): 7, A nnual m eet
in g.

Manchester  S ecular  Ha ll  (Rusholm e-road, A ll S a in ts ) : 
7, J. M ayoh, " A g n o s tic is m : “ W hat it I s .”

S h effield  S ecular So cie ty  (H all o f  S cien ce, R ockin gh am - 
street): 7, W illie  D yson, " V accin ation  : Is it a  D e lu sio n ? ”

S outh  S hields (Captain  D un can ’s N a vig ation  School, M ark et
p la ce): 7, Business M ee tin g ; 7.30, A  R ead in g.

Lecturers’ Engagements.
C . C ohen , 17 O sborne-road, H igh-road, L eyto n .— A pril 9, 

B irm ingham  ; 16, m., Lim ehouse ; a ., V icto ria  P a rk  ; 23, a ., V ic 
toria  P a rk  ; e., Athenceum, T otten ham  C ourt-road ; 30, m. M ile 
E n d ; a ., V ic to ria  P a rk  ; e ., Athenaeum. M ay 3, Mile End W a ste  ; 
7 and 14, M an ch ester; 21, B irm ingham  C on feren ce.

A rth ur  B. Moss, 44 C redon-road, S .E .—  April 11, D ebate  with 
M r. Q u e lc h ; 16, B o lto n ; 23, e ., Edm onton. M ay 7, m., C lerken- 
w ell, a ., V icto ria  P a r k ;  14, a . and e., B rockw ell P ark  ; 21, m., 
M ile End ; e., V icto ria  P a rk  ; e ., S tratford . 28, a ., H am pstead 
H eath. June 4, m., H yde P a rk  ; e ., H am m ersm ith ; 18, a. and e., 
B rockw ell P a rk  ; 25, m., B attersea .

H. P ercy  W a rd , 5 A lexan d ra-road , E d gb aston , Birm ingham . 
— A pril 16, G lasgo w .

POSITIVISM.
“ Reorganisation, without god or king, by the systematic 

worship of Humanity."
In fo rm a tio n  a n d  p u b lic a tio n s  on th e  R e lig io n  o f  H u m a n ity  

m a y  be o b ta in e d  free on a p p lica tio n  to  th e  C h u rc h  o f  
H u m a n ity , N e w c a stle -o n -T y n e .

P rice  3d., b y  post 4d.,

The Secularist’s Catechism.
An Exposition of Secular Principles, showing their Relation to 

the Political and Social Problems of the Day.
By CHARLES WATTS.

London : C h arles W atts, 17 Johnson’s-court, F leet-street, E .C .

P E C U L I A R  P E O P L E
AN OPEN  L E T T E R

TO

MR. J U S T IC E  W IL L S

ON HIS SENTENCING

Thomas George Senior
To Four Months’ Imprisonment with Hard

F O R  O B E Y I N G  T H E  B I B L E .BY
G .  W .  F O O T E .

Issued by  the S ecular  So cie ty  (Ltd.), 376-7 Strand, tooi°

Price One Penny.
C op ies can  be obtained for free distribution at 2S. Per ncheS’ 

G ratis  p arcels o f  copies can be obtained b y  N. S. S.
& c ., by  ap p lyin g  to Miss V a n ce , S ecreta ry , 376-7 Strand,
W .C ., or to Mr. R. Forder, 28 S tonecutter-street, E

THE BEST BOOK
O N  N E O -M A L T H U S IA N IS M  IS, I B E L IE V E ,

TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND PRaC 
OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

B y J. R . H O L M E S , M .M .L ., M .V .S ., M .N.S.S-

160 pages, reith portrait and autograph, bound in cloth, g 'd

,dred-

P rice i s . , post free.

I n order to b rin g  the inform ation within the reach o f th^P. g{ 0 
m ost im portant parts o f  the book are  issued in a  PanT nlplile* 
p a g e s  a t one pen n y , post free 2d. . C op ies o f  the Pa 
distribution is . a  dozen post free. vs ; “j L

T h e  N a tion al Reform er o f  S eptem ber 4, 1892, s ^jent 1 j5

th«

H olm es’ pam phlet....... is an alm ost unexceptional state » .ipp58,,
p ra ctice ....... and through)1 1

scial value o f  Mr. Holmes 
nd to  human w ell-b ein g g ‘ 
pam phlet o f  a  plain statc," ifl

physical and m oral need for fam ily lim itation with a P ‘ (0 ¡illcC 
o f  the m eans by  w hich it can be secured , and an oner

N eo-M althusian th eory and p ra ctice ....... and tn rou g-- serva'c s
to  m o ra l f e e l in g ....... T h e  s p e c ia l v a lu e  o f  M r. H o lm es e f gjly ^
the N eo-M althusian cau se  and to human w ell-bein g . of 1 .■ -mem ...iin1ju st his com bination in his pam phlet o f  a  plain statem,^ aCcO*'
_i ' - - J ' •L- i —  t0

cerned o f  the requisites a t the low est possible prices. ,sc|ale, 
T h e  Council o f  the M althusian L e a g u e, D r. r r7 \ er0S. . 

A llbutt, and others, have a lso  spoken o f  it in very  high 
T h e  trade supplied by R. Fo rd e r , 28 Stonecutter-stre •

E .C . O ther orders should b e  sent to  the author, n F o '

J. R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAGE, bE

W. J. Rendell’s “ Wife’s Frie',d
R ecom m ended b y  M rs. B esan t in Law  o f  Populat‘ 0,‘ ’ £ N e-.- 
D r. A llbutt in W ife’s Handbook, p. 51. M ade ONL ‘̂ ilm  
C h ad w ell-street, C le rk e n w e ll; 2s. per d o z ., post u  enve» o f  
in la rg e r  quantities), f o r  particulars send stam ped

Important Caution. *
r  clcale(feto

B e w a r e  o f  useless im itations substituted b y  ...
chem ists, the w o rd s “  R endell &  C o ,” and “ J- “  ; tjlC pah 
b e in g  speciou sly and plausibly introduced to d e c e i 'c  ̂ ^Look for Autograph R egistered T rade

ill

No. I 82’
E

In  R ed  IN K  ON EACH BOX, W ITH O U T W H ICH  NONE ‘  ÿ .

H igg in so n 's S yrin ge , w ith V e rtica l and R everse  Qnirih’ 
4s. 6d., and 5s. 3d. D r. P a lfre y ’s P ow der, is . 2C' per d°
t Z Î ' ‘ V / ’ Dr’ AIlbutt's Quinine P o w d e r s P *  prices post free. jj
W. J . RENDELL, 15 Chadwell-st., Clerke«*^-

Only a Few Copies Left.

Fo r c e  a n d  m a t t e r . B y  L u d w i g  b c
to 2S. 6d. nett ; by post 2S. iod.

•CHNEK’
gt"

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonccutter-s trceti E .C ’
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N O W  R E A D Y , S T O U T  P A P E R  C O V E R S , I s . ; C L O T H , 2s.

th e  book of god
IN THE LIGHT OF THE HIGHER CRITICISM.

with Special Reference to Dean Farrar’s New Apology. 

■ L ,  • B y  G. W . FO O TE .

thoi
Co

ontents -'—Introduction— The Bible Canon—The Bible and Science— Miracles and Witchcraft—The Bible and Free-•light-_M c uic v  u 1 o u c, ami
Church * °ra*S and Manners— Political and Social Progress— Inspiration—The Testimony of Jesus—The Bible and the 

England—An Oriental Book— Fictitious Supremacy.

A voli,mc we
"Mr.p,

SOM E P R E SS OPINIONS

strongly recom m end.........O u g h t to be in the hands o f  e ve ry  earnest and sincere inquirer.” — Reynolds’ Newspaper.

°Ccasion-lii°tt ’ *ead er ° f  E n glish  Secularism , ta k e s the D ean ’s eloquence to p ieces, and grind s the fragm ents to pow der. If, 
> a seventeenth-century bluntness startles the read er o f M r. F oo te ’s criticism s, his style, as a  w hole, is characterised  byCDe!!!ne honestyJ ean

“An°vels>
ls as skilful

and clearn ess th at form a  refresh in g con trast to D r. F arra r's  over-jew elled  diction.........M r. F o o te ’s treatm ent o f

as it is em phatic . ” — E th ica l World.
style fit

0nce incisive, lo g ica l, and v iva cio u s.........K een  analysis and som etim es cuttin g sa rca sm ..........M ore in teresting than m ost-litierary Guide.

LO N D O N  : R. F O R D E R , 28 ST O N E C U T T E R -ST R E E T , E.C.

Now Ready. Forty-eight Pages. Price Sixpence.•NGERSOLL’S grand new lecture
o n  i

SU PERSTIT ION,
Which is attracting immense audiences in America.

L o n d o n  : r . f o r d e r , 28 s t o n e c u t t e r -s t r e e t , e .c .

to, ^ ° usehold Doctor.
^ - h e I HE b̂ s t  b o o k

l° 'v to r? Es Page .e.r, T0'1 are  not a s  w ell a s  you w ould like 
lre them w;,iU „  •’art a  T re a tise  on m ost D iseases, 

Q n't» Pn ' ” erEs> w hich are  N a tu re ’s Rem edies.

S ixpence— Po st  F ree.

Church-row, Stockton-on-Tees.
Ltst o f Prices Free.

í & . t h e p ,’ lhe Peo j ——— __________________
■’ £ i .  JffW  o i t e 3«  Strand (opposite Som erset

i a ^ u r BLest BualiVv C A N I T E > 2S’ e a c h ; upper or 
urs. 1,- hours w h e ,? ’ 4s- e a c h  ; upper or low er, £ 2 . 

2®th ? 0li Pay I e r red : rep airin g or a lterations 
6d. . ”  Platinum -  La,n l 'lu ab ove, th ey are  fan cy 

’ e!ctraction \L S' 6 c\ e a c h ; on 18 ct. go ld , 15s. ; 
’ s - > painless by  g a s , 5s.

P rice  3d., by post 4d.,

The Secular Almanack for 1899.

E d it e d  b y  G . W . F O O T E .

Contents :— C alen d ar for 1899.— T h e  Future o f  Freethought. B y 
G. W . Fo o te .— T h e W o rk  B efore U s. B y  C harles W a t t s .—  
O u tg ro w in g  the G ods. B y C. C ohen.— A  F reeth in ker's P ro
phecy. B y F. J. G ould .— T h e  H o oligan s o f  Superstition. B y 
A. B. M o ss.— T h e  U nrealities o f Superstition. B y  W . H eaford . 
— T h e S ecu lar S o ciety , L im ited .— Inform ation C o n cern in g  the 
N ational S ecu lar S o c ie ty .— F rceth o u gh t L ectu rers-

London : R . F order, 28 Ston ecu tter-street, E .C .

NON-POISONOUS PAINTS.
R esist all A tm ospheric Influences. Sam ples F ree. J. G reevz 
Fisher, 78 C hapel A llerton, Leeds ; or S. R. Thom pson, 25 C liats- 
w orth-avenue, W alton, Liverpool.
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Self-measuremnnt Form.
3

TO N S  

In Weight of 
Manufacturers’ 

Remnants.

C o a t .
Inches.

L en gth  o f  w a is t ....................
Full length o f  c o a t ................
H a lf  width o f  b a c k ...............
C entre b a ck  to e lb o w ............
C entre o f  b a ck  to full

length o f  s le e v e ................
Round chest, close to 

arm pits, over vest,
not c o a t .................................

Round w aist, over 
vest .....................................

T r o u se r s .
Indies.

Round w aist over
trousers .............................

Inside le g  s e a m ....................
Full length o f

trou sers..................................
Round th ig h .............................
Round k n e e .............................
Round bottom  .......................
Lined or u n lin ed ...................
S ide or cross

p o c k e t s ............. ...................

V  EST.
Indies.

C en tre  o f  b a ck  to
o p en in g.................................

C en tre  o f  b a ck  to
fhll le n g th .............................

Round chest over
vest ......................................

Round w aist over
chest ......................................

P lease  sa y  if  vest 
is to have collar 
or n ot......................................

3
TONS

In Weight of

Manufacturers

Remnai-ts.

A good, strong, fashionably-cut, well-madeSUIT TO MEASURE FOR 27.. 6d. C a r ria g e
paid-

Black, Navy, Brown, Fawn, Grey, or Slate Cheeks, Stripes, Mixtures, or Plain Colors.
¡ti'i

Having just purchased over Three Tons in weight of Manufacturers’ Remnants, all in good qualities, perfect, and P^'^. 
Season’s goods, I am making a bold hid for a big rush of trade for the commencement of the Season. These s 
honestly worth 42s., and I strongly advise all my friends to fill up self-measurement form and secure one ot these 
tional bargains at once. A he ays remember I return money in full where goods fail to give perfect satisfaction.

New Spring 

Patterns

Now Ready.
SEND POST CARD FOR A SET.

J. W .G O TT,
2 & 4, Union St., 

Bradford.F ree C lothing T ea knocks out all other teas in a fair competition, and secures you clothing for nothing.
Wanted

AGENTS
everywhere fo r  Clothi>lS

a ni

Tea.
|y tO

All widows left with children apP  ̂¡n 
me at once, and 1 will put sorI1lL|y cal'1 
your way by which you can eas
ios. to I2S. a week.FLOWERS OF FREETH0UGH1

BY

- G. W. Foote.

First Series (cloth), 2s. 6d.
C o n t e n t s  :— O ld N ick — Fire 1 ! !— S k y  P ilo ts— D evil D o d g e rs --  

F igh tin g  S p ook s— D am ned Sinners— W here is H e ll? — Spurgeon 
and H ell— Is Spurgeon in H e a v e n ? — G o d in  Japan S tan ley on 
Providence —  G one to G od —  T h an k  G od —  Judgm ent D a y —  
S helley 's A theism — L o n g  F a c e s— O u r F ath er— W ait T ill Y o u  
D ie— D ead T h e o lo g y  Mr. G ladston e on D evils— H u xley ’s M is
ta k e — T h e G ospel o f F reethought— On R idicu le— W ho are the 
B lasp h em ers?— C hristian ity  and Com m on S en se— T h e Lord o f 
H osts C on secratin g  the C olo rs— Christm as in H ollow ay G a o l—  
W ho K illed C h r ist? — Did Jesus A sc e n d ? — T h e R isin g  Son— St. 
P aul’s V e ra c ity — N o Faith with H eretics— T h e L o g ic  o f  Persecu
tio n — Luther and the D evil - Bible English — L ivin g by F a i t h -  
V icto r H u go— D esecratin g  a  C h u rch — W alt W h itm an —T ennyson 
a  id the B ible— C h rist’s Old C o a t— C h rist’s  C o a t, Num ber T w o -  
S cotch ed, N ot Slain— G o d -M ak in g— G od and the W ea th er- 
M iracles— A  R eal M iracle— Jesus on W om en— Paul on W onjen—  
M other’s R eligion.

Second Series (cloth), 2s. 6d.C o n t e n t s  :— Luscious P ie ty — T h e Jew ish S ab bath — G o d ’s D ay  
— Professor S tok es on Im m ortality— Paul B ert— C on vertin g  a 
C o rp se— B rad laugh 's G host— C hrist and B rotherhood— T h e Sons 
o f  G o d — M elch ized ek— S ’w ’elp me G o d — Infidel H om es— A re 
A th eists C ru e l? — A re  A theists W ick ed  ?— Rain D octors Pious 
Puerilities— “ Thus saith the L o r d ’’— B elieve or be D am n ed -- 
C hristian  C h a rity — R eligion  and M on ey— C lotted  B osh— Lord 
B acon on A th eism — Christianity and S la v ery — Christ U p to D ate 
— Secularism  and C hristianity A ltar and T h ro n e— M artin Luther 
— T h e  Praise o f  F o lly— A  Lost Soul— H appy in H ell— T h e A c t o f  
G o d — K eir H ardie on C h rist— B lessed be y e  P oor— C onverted 
Infidels— M rs. B ooth ’s G h o st— T a lm a g e  on the Bible - Mrs. 
B esan t on D eath and A fter— T h e  Poets and Liberal T h e o lo g y —  
C hristian ity  and L abo r— D u ellin g— An F a ste r  F g g  for C hristians 
— D ow n am on g the D ead M en— Sm irching a  H ero— K it M arlow e 
and Jesus C hrist— Jehovah the R ip p e r—T h e  P arson ’s L ivin g 
W a g e — Did B radlaugh B ackslid e  ? — F rederic  H arrison on 
A th eism — S ave the Bible !— F o rg iv e  and F o r g e t— T h e  S ta r  ol 
B ethlehem — T h e G reat G host -  Atheism  and the Fren ch R evolu
tion— P ig go ttism — Jesus at the D e rb y — A th eist M urderers— A 
R eligion  for Eunuchs— R o se-W ater R eligion.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Just arrived from America.

Ingersoll’s Newest Lecture*
T H E  D E V I L

Full of Wit, Humor, Eloquence.
Iicr5 W '1

In this Lecture Colonel Ingersoll replies to thepi'c‘lLj lk’ 
have criticised his lecture on Superstition by s'1' ' j  iik15Superstition oy =‘v ' ~ j  i 
attacking a man of straw. It is one of his sharps 
convincing efforts.

Large Pamphlet. Is. 3d., by post ls< j .
iW'C

A lso, uniform with the above, by the sam e author, P1
each, by post is . 3d. ^

Why I am an Agnostic. The author’s o " n 
edition.

Superstition. The author’s own original cd>l‘  ̂ g p.
London : W atts &  C o ., 17 Johnson’s-conrt, Fleet--str

ited-Price Sixpence. Handsomely

SHAKESPEARE
a  l e c t u r e : b y

C O L O N E L  IN G E R S O l>
------------------------------------  , • -a l

“ A  pow erful piece o f  literary and p h ilo s o p h y  
In gerso ll’s g lo w in g  style, his forcible lo gic, a l. «v0n '
crim ination m ake his p a n egy ric  o f  the B ard of - ¡.¡■ .-pit’1 1
in teresting to read as, no doubt, bis lecture
hear." '1 i te  Staile.

L o n d o n : It. Forder, 2S Ston cciilier-stre i *•

Printed and Published by G . W . Fo o te , 28 Stone 
London, E .C .

cu tte r


