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chronological, as well as the other, details of the story
show considerable ignorance of the religious and political
life of the people of Israel.

It is extraordinary that Christians do not ask them-
selves why the death-day of Jesus is always a Friday',
and why that Friday shifts from year to year. Suppos-
ing an anniversary falls one year on a Friday, it would
fall the next year on a Thursday. But that never
happens* in the case of the anniversary of the death of

Jesus. It falls on the same day of the week every
time. But if the day never varies, the week always
varies. Now why is this? If Jesus really died on

a particular afternoon in a specified year, his death-
day ought to be celebrated with absolute precision.
Of course the day of the week would vary from year
to year, because of that odd day in the calendar ;
but the date—that is to say, the day of the month—
would always be the same. If it was the thirty-first
of March one year, it would be the thirty-first of March
every other year. But the death-day of Jesus changes
its date annually. And this very fact suggests that
Christians are not celebrating an historical event, but
are really celebrating a fictional occurrence.

Would it not be very strange if we had to make an
elaborate calculation every year to decide when we
ought to observe the birthday of Julius Cmsar or
William Shakespeare ? Would it not be stranger still
if the calculation turned upon the phases of the moon
and the position of the sun in the zodiac ? But that is
how the death-day of Jesus is determined annually. It
cannot fall before the spring equinox, and it falls as soon
after as the full moon allows. Clearly, therefore, the
celebration points back to ancient sun and moon wor-
ship, both of which are artfully conciliated in this shift-
ing chronology.

The very name of Good Friday is a proof that it has
nothing whatever to do with the death of Jesus or any-
body else. Christians say that Jesus was an innocent
victim, that the Jews murdered him, and that his cruci-
fixion was the most awful crime ever committed in this

world. Yet they call the bogus anniversary of that event
Good Friday. They ought to call it Bad Friday or
Black Friday.

If the Christian God, or even a third part of him, really
died on this day, Freethinkers might well call it Good
Friday. But why should Christians do so ?

Of course it may be replied that Jesus died to save us
front hell and secure us a place in heaven— whether he
has done so or not, for it has generally been taught that
most human beings go to the Devil’s house at the finish.
But if this is a reason for calling the day Good Friday,
the Christians should stop hating or despising the Jews,
and love them with all their hearts. Judas Iscariot
himself ought to be held in the highest affection;
indeed, the most magnificent monument on earth
ought to be erected to his memory; for it was
he who pushed Jesus on to his crucifixion, and thus
established the first emigration bureau for the New
Jerusalem.

So much for the Christians. As for the Freethinkers,
they may speak of Good*Friday with a clear heart, and
enjoy themselves upon it without misgiving. It is a
part of the great Spring festival, when the year is really*
new-born, and the sun really begins to shine, and the
perennial life of Mother Earth bursts forth with fresh
magic, and the days lengthen, and the air grows sweet,
and the promise of summer is everywhere, and all things
seem to gladden and rejoice.

G. YV. Foote.
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Journalism and Jesus.

The other day a London evening paper published a
sensational account of a desperate affray between
American and Canadian miners, which, it was hinted,
might lead to serious international complications.
Whereupon another daily paper telegraphed to “ our
correspondent ” requesting information upon the matter,
and received the reply that, as no one there knew any-
thing of the matter, it might be dismissed as a pure
fabrication. The whole affair, its announcement and
exposure, lasted scarcely three days. It was an illus-
tration of the modern taste for verification, and of the
modern methods of exposing error.

Now, imagine that the world was some eighteen
centuries and a half younger, while still retaining all
its present-day machinery for the transmission of in-
telligence. Imagine, further, that something like the
following had appeared in one of our dailies : “We are
informed, on reliable authority, that Palestine has lately
been the scene of a remarkable series of events. A
young Jewish peasant, by name Joshua, some time ago
forsook his occupation of carpentering, and travelled
the country on a religious crusade. He gathered round
him a number of men and women belongingtothelower
classes, and is said to have been the possessor of
miraculous powers of no mean order. Some, by merely
touching his clothes, were healed of their disorders ;
blind men saw, and cripples walked at his command ;
he had the power of walking on the sea, and calling the
dead to life ; and, when finally executed for an offence,
the precise nature of which it is difficult to gather, his
death marked the advent of three days’ complete dark-
ness, and was the signal for many of the dead to rise
from their graves and parade the streets of Jerusalem.”

I omit the sensational headlines that would have
preceded such an announcement, but it is hardly open
to doubt that, had such a report appeared, the Daily
Chronicle, flushed with its successful exposure of De
Rougemont, would have been down upon the un-
fortunate paper with something like this : “ One of our
contemporaries, with a credulity as much to be deplored
as denounced in these days of enlightenment, contained,
in its issue of the other evening, a sensational account of
an alleged series of miracles performed in Palestine by
a young carpenter. We have communicated with our
special correspondent at Jerusalem, who assures us that
the whole narrative is a hoax of the flimsiest character.
Our correspondent further points out that it is incredible
that such things should have occurred without exciting
the attention of people of all classes, whereas all the
prominent writers that have been consulted are not only
unaware of the occurrence of any such wonders, but are
even ignorant of the very existence of the individual of
whom they are related. Failing thus to find any con-
temporary corroboration of the story, we may safely
dismiss it as a pure fabrication, with the parting reflec-
tion that its publication reflects small credit upon either
the intelligence of those who gave it publicity, or upon
those who swallowed it so eagerly.”

I do not think that the above is at all an exaggerated
account of what would have happened had the stories
contained in the New Testament been published to-day for
the first time. A generation which refused to swallow
the comparatively reasonable “flap-doodles” of Madame
Blavatsky would hardly have spent much time discuss-
ing such subjects as the casting out of devils, raising
of the dead, virgin births, or kindred wonders.

All things considered, if Jesus had been born 1,900
years later, or if we, wjth our civilisation, had lived
1,900 years earlier, the chances of Christianity being
preached, or, if preached, gaining acceptance, would
have been remarkably small. A great man’s eminence
is as much due to the time at which he happens to be
born as to the talents of which he is the fortunate
possessor, and it is certainly as true that whether a
given system shall live or die is determined more by the
period during which it is promulgated than it is by
the special teaching it contains. There is, therefore, an
unconscious sarcasm in the expression so often met with,
that “ Christianity came when the world was ripe for its
establishment.” Exactly so, for this is only another
way of voicing the obvious truth that given a different
environment to that which then existed, and Christianity
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could not have gained acceptance. Each age has;
characteristic religious ideas, just as it has itscharac
istic social institutions; and, although a religion
initiated may perpetuate itself by a series of m%j
tions, it is impossible for one to originate .amtdj;
conditions as now exist in all civilised countries. '
credulity is widespread and a knowledge of natura P
cesses non-existent or extremely limited in charac >,
is easy for stories of the miraculous to gain accepta
but suppose such stories as, say, the miracles a— tle
to Jesus to be broached to-day, what would be qe
result? If they were not immediately swept ~
side as too inherently absurd to deserve serious”™ a
sideration, steps would at once be taken Jo __..

: : -, estigate
committee of competentwitnesses, who would in' €- am
in the most careful manner what amount of tru ~
statements contained. And even then nothing s
having all the miracles re-performed undertestcon j ()
would satisfy a committee that had been appoin”™?j
report upon the matter. It is only because
have been with us from our birth, because w. of
grown up with them, with parents and teacherst Al
their veracity and solemnity into our ears, that ~
to recognise their ridiculous character. Brought 03]
a civilised community for the first time, such
would meet with nothing but derision and
rejection.

Truth to tell, it is not without significance tha
religions of the world are old religions, or a dress
of old ones. New religions do not make their
ance to-day, for the simple reason that the age °vje\a*
production has passed by. Former generations
religious ecstasies as glimpses of the Divine voUcOInii>i
to man ; we regard them as pathological casf®j ™ m
properly under the supervision of the medic-1™ g
titioner. There can be no question, indeed, th .~d
ages morbid physical and mental conditions have | s
a large and a creative part in the production ot < a
beliefs. Emmanuel Deutsch notes that " fhi
peculiar something supposed to inhere in epijep”! Cot)'
Greeks called it a sacred disease. Bacchantioan” et
bantic furorwere god-inspired stages. The Pyl ‘_pon]
her oracles under the most distressing signs, y5DWi«*
of convulsion were even needed as a sign oi thc ~ fre’l
There is no question that Mahomet suffer _ed
epileptic seizures ; St. Paul’s vision was a clear ™
sunstroke; Emmanuel Swedenborg, lounder
Church of the New Jerusalem, was subject tO ~ fedl

. m th
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which are declared by Dr. Maudsley to ha alo
epileptic ;* Ann Lee, the founder of the Shaker”
said to have been epileptic ; while the Lives ot P’

furnish abundant evidence in the same direc 1 Nn«<IM_
Howden, Superintendent of the Montrose Roy*1
Asyltim, in #n artiele on “ Tile Ralhgg@Us Scng 1
Epileptics,” published in the Journal of Mentd”often™
January, 1873, remarks that in epilepsy there |
exaltation of the religious sentiment, genera ) To* |
any corresponding strictness in morals ; and v «
of Milan, Dr. Raab of Vienna, Dr. Ball of
Dr. Adolph Kuhn of Berlin, all point out the™e
nection between nervous derangements an
religious feelings.f The difference, therefore»”

our own and preceding generations is nottha ~ radc
festations of human nature have undergone n
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alteration, but simply that we form differed. cl]as ?
concerning them. We physic or confine G"ef,
people whom our ancestors deified or obeyed" s'
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heact>an of supernatural powers than there is in a
sk Africans indulging- in the same beliefs. To us
f 1things are absurd, but that is because the growth
" tMllsati°n has led us to view nature from an alto-
$ er different standpoint to that of our predeces-
aGi' others these beliefs, far from being ndi-
tim8 may be as truly an expression of their civdisa-
1ietuS doctrine of evolution is of ours. Ilhey
(] consistent reflection of an epoch when man
p * * e universe as alive, and himself the sport o
tiorers which were really created by his own Imagma-
at.1 f>s when “ the terrestrial has been aggrandised
ofc e,>xPcnse of the theological; when, in the progress
in. “Nation, art and literature and government become,
dm,great measure, secularised ; when the mind is with-
d), n.y ten thousand intellectual influences from
cond!ftiC considerations ; and when the traces of these
hebit efatl°ns become confused and unrealised, a new

atml®, bought is gradually acquired. A secular
Pfobak-r6 's formed about the mind. The measure o
rigor;'hty is altered.”* People no longer, in the

inthe ~.°f cases, condescend even to discuss the belief
°req miraculous or the supernatural, but brush it on
peien,e ?s s°mething inherently incredible. Long ex-
plicit 6"aS tauS?ht the world that such a matter is not so

~uesttion of evidence as it is the result o t e
Pent 'oOrliings of the mind at one stage of its develop-
iothe; e°P'e do not see miracles unless they believe
aly  ex‘'stence beforehand, and they cease seeing

It fhey cease to believe in them.

theOe . gradual growth of civilisation that renders
retentio, *°n °f a new religion impossible, and even its
°fsdem<" iy atter of increasing difficulty. The results
i° the n¥lli Invesfigation gradually sink from the study
"hooted ar. "".Place, and the mass of the people become
dstn o-~'fh its teachings and its tendencies.” Scepti-
hscomi,.Ce fhe property of the privileged few, is rapidly
% tW the heritage of all. All are tinged with it;
the mor"COnservafive cannot escape its influence, while
°utbelief Regressive hail it as the dissolvent of worn-
the relit*  Vicwed in the light of present knowledge,
'Pried ¢, IAis of the civilised world represent but the
t0OaW erViVals of forms of thought properly belonging
?re livin  Stratum of civilisation than that in which we
'nthe Wni,, literally, religion in civilised countries is
Present 1 ' hut not of it; for it represents, not man s
lather the-°wledge of himself or of the universe,but
Oexist *deas of bygone generations, which continue
Sickened -t,le result of a spirit of blind conservatism

\&ted int 'nf° uctivity by the operation of threatened
Interests. C. Cohen.
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“ that there be no plague among them”
11-16).

Looking at one of the acts of David in the light shed
by this command, we can see wherein lay that monarch’s
“sin” in ordering a census to be taken at the latter end
of his reign.  That pious king caused the people to be
numbered without making them pay the Lord’s half
shekel, thus omitting the only essential part of the
divine law. It is true that David does not appear to
have had any knowledge of the regulation respecting
the half shekel; but the Lord knew, and that was
sufficient. Small wonder it is, then, that “ the Lord,”
who in dealing with minor offences is said to be “ slow
to anger and plenteous in mercy,” was upon this occa-
sion filled with righteous indignation, or that, to punish
David for such negligence, he sent a pestilence which
destroyed 70,000 of those who had not paid the half
shekel.

Moses, however, did not forget such an important
matter. After receiving all the Lord’s commands on
the Mount, he came down and gave orders for an
official enumeration of the people. This was about
five months after leaving Egypt. In Exodus xxxviii.
€6 is recorded the number of men “ from twenty years
old and upward” who paid the half shekel—viz.,
603,550. The money contributed (which was in silver)
was melted down to make the sockets, hooks, and
fillets required for the various parts of the tabernacle

r “ tent of meeting ” (xxxviii. 27, 28). This structure,
when it was completed, was set up near Sinai, and a
month later— that is, thirteen months after leaving
Egypt—-the Lord commanded Moses to again number
the men who were “ twenty years old and upward,”
and, strange to say, the total was exactly the same as
eight months previously— 603,550 (Numbers i. 46). No
mention is made, on this second occasion, of the paying
of the census money ; but since no plague is recorded,
we must suppose that the Lord’s tribute was duly paid.

Assuming these two enumerations to have been facts,
there must have been several thousands of young men
at the date of the first census who were from one to
seven months short of twenty years, and who at the
time of the second numbering would have attained that
age, an4 be required to pay the half shekel. What had
become of these? This question must be left to in-
genious Christian Evidence mongers to answer.

Setting aside this small matter, let us examine the
Bible statement that, of the multitude of Israelites who
left Egypt, the men alone numbered 600,000. Now, it
is simply impossible that the number of adult males
could amount to anything approaching the figures
mentioned. We have seen that in the list of those who
are stated to have gone down to Egypt there appear the
names of at least seventeen persons who could not have
been born at that time, and also that the period of
sojourning in Egypt could not have been more than
170 years, at the outside. Omitting, then, these
seventeen names, the number (including Joseph and his
two sons, and Jacob himself) was only 53. If we add
to these a wife for each of Jacob’s eleven sons (ail
except the “lad” Benjamin), the total number of
immigrants to Egypt would be 64. Assuming- that the
Israelites lived in Egypt for 175 years, the case stands
thus : that 64 persons—men, women, and children—
went down to Egypt, and sojourned there for 175 years ;
at the end of that period the descendants of these 64
persons left that country, and at the departure the
number of men alone was found to be 600,000.

Now, according to Malthus, Darwin, Mill, and other
authorities, the shortest period in which any people or
nation might be expected to double its numbers is 25
years. But in the case of the Israelites, if we believe
the sacred narrative, the male population suffered a
check which would prevent that sex from multiplying
at such a high rate, or, in fact, from increasing at all.
Besides the compulsory labor of the men, the male
infants were ordered to be cast into the Nile, and this
command, it is implied, was strictly enforced. The
child Moses is cited as an exceptional instance of escape
from early death. We will assume, however, that the
Israelites, notwithstanding this check, doubled their
population every 25 years, At this rate, the 64
Israelites who went down to Egypt would, in 175 years,
have increased to 8,192, and the men of twenty years of
age and upwards would be about one-fourth of that

(Exodus xxx.
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number—viz., 2,048. In other words, the number of
men among- the Israelites is represented as being- 290
times greater than it could possibly be under the most
favorable conditions for increase of population.

But even if we allow the whole seventy persons
named on the fabricated list in Genesis to be immi-
grants to Egypt, with twelve more added as Jacob’s
sons’ wives, including one for the little lad Benjamin—e
that is, 82 in all—and if, without the smallest authority
for so doing, we extend the sojourning in Egypt to 200
years, then, assuming that these 82 persons multiplied
at the rate stated, the total number of men, women, and
children at the departure from Egypt would be only
20,992, all told. Of these the males would be about a
half—viz., 10,496, and the men of “ twenty years old
and upward” would number only 5,248, a mere handful
compared to the immense army of 600,000 named in
Exodus. To get the last-mentioned figures, the Biblical
writer would have to count every man among the
Israelites 114 times over. Thus the proof of fabrica-
tion is clear and incontrovertible.

Let us now look at the systematic misrepresentations
of the sacred writer. In the first chapter of Numbers is
recorded the number of men “ from twenty years old and
upward ” of each tribe separately, with the exception of

that of Levi. These are given as follows —
Reuben 46,500 Ephraim 40,500
Simeon 59.300 Manasseh ... 32,200
Gad 45.650 Benjamin e 35400
Judah 74,600 Dan 62,700
Issachar ... 400 Asher 41,500
Zebulun ... 57.400 Naphtali 53,400
Total 603,550.

Here we have twelve distinct fabrications, each con-
tained in a separate paragraph of two verses. It is not
too much to say that the man who could perpetrate
these frauds would be capable of inventing the whole
story of the sojourning of the Israelites in Egypt. This
the writer has not done. He has only worked up and
put into form an old Jewish legend, and fabricated all
the details. In the foregoing list it will be noticed that
in each of the twelve tribes the number of men alone is
stated to be greater than that to which the whole nation
could possibly have amounted in the extended time, and
at the liberal rate, mentioned.

We will now apply a final test. Though the tribe of
Levi was not numbered with the other tribes, all the
males “ from a month old and upward” were after-
wards counted for another purpose. The numbers are
given as follows :—

Descendants of Levi’s son Gershon 7,500
Descendants of Levi's son Kohatli 8,600
Descendants of Levi’'s son Merari 6,200

We will take the family of the Kohathites. All the
males of this family are stated to have numbered 8,600
(Numbers iii. 28), and of these 2,750 are said to have
been between thirty and fifty years of age (Numbers iv.
36). Now, the names of a considerable number of the
males descended from Kohath are recorded— sufficient,
in fact, to fairly test the figures given. From various
passages we find that the men of the several generations
were the following :—

First Generation'.

Kohath, who is stated to have lived to the age of 133.

Second Generation.
Sons of Kohath —Amram, lIzhar, Hebron, and Uzziel.

T hird Generation.
Sons of Amram :—Moses and Aaron.
Sons of Izhar '—Korah, Nepheg, and Zichri.
Sonsof Hebron:—Jeriah, Amariah, Jahaziel.andJckameam.
Sons of Uzziel —Mishael, Eleaphan, and Sithri.

Fourth Generation.

Sons of Moses :—Gershom and Eliezer.
Sons of Aaron :—Nadab, Ab'thu, Eleazar, and Ithamar.
Sons of Korah :—Assir, Elkanah, and Abiasaph.

The other descendants of Kohath are not recorded.
Up to the third generation the list is complete (see
Numbers iii. 19 ; Exodus vi. 18-24 >xv'n. 3i 4 > 1Chron.
vi. 2, 3, 18; xxiii. 12-19, etc.); but in the fourth
generation there are lacking the sons of Nepheg,
Zichri, Jeriah, Amariah, Jahaziel, Jckameam, Mishael,
Elzaphan, and Sithri. Those of the third generation
whose names are in italics, as well as those recorded of
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the fourth, are mentioned or referred to as living/1
the departure from Egypt (Exodus xviii. 5<”evl ne
X. 1-6; Numbers xvi. 1; xxvi. 11). We will assu™
however, that all the third generation and all t"e.°|jter
generation were among the Israelites numbered <
the Exodus. This gives us 21 out of the 1
Kohathites, and leaves 8,579 to be accounted for- g
furnish this number we have but the sons of t'ie
men of the third generation, whose posterity ISNilS
recorded. If we allow these nine Levites lour
each (which is above the average), the total num
the Kohathites, men and boys, would be 57» all cOli tii>
Yet the Biblical writer represents the males O™ tor
family as numbering 8,600— that is, 150 times g "¢y
than the very liberal approximate figures prrA®
could have been. In other words, the nine K°h
of the third generation would have to have had B
sons between them, which gives an averagehof%'B "
for each man. Again, it is stated that there Weream
this time 2,750 men of this family who were b .
thirty and fifty years of age. W& have thus fabrl '
upon fabrication "
It may, however, be contended that there v%ergéonr?
descendants of Kohath of the fifth generation '
those enumerated, This is just possible.
assume, then, that forty-three out of the
males of the fourth generation were each the la
four sons ; for two of this generation are stated N
died childless (Numbers iii. 4). This gives us 1C lliales
persons  With this addition, the total number o
of the Kohathites, assuming every one ot the.e x
fourth, and fifth generation to be living, w°op)00,

o

which is a very small fraction of the Biblical 8, .4th
We have thus proof, as clear as proof can 1 ®
employment of a system of wholesale fabrication = te

ompilation of the Bible story of the Exodus -
sojourning in Egypt. AbracaD

Mr. Watts in America.

Some Yyears ago, when a poor country lad, I cil£]l3des
possession of several pamphlets written by
Watts. Having been reared under the "ips
Methodist influences, these writings strangely
me. 1 hey opened up to me a new world ot sjlOckel
fascinated me with their audacity ;
me with their bold presumption. | réahsed tn
treated of questions and principles that lay beu Nt
horizon of my simple country life— that lay Orej|<tid\
active world of men and thought. Among othcr , il
books | had read Tupper’'s Proverbial Ph'l>-
committed much of it to memory. To un a|l tL
Tupper, in my mind, was to know the best @h»t
was worth knowing; to be, in fact, some ,
philosopher myself. These pamphlets of | e"ir,
dispelled this delusion, and taught me that 1 ~
ranges of vision far beyond the perceptions ~ th!
Tupper ; that practical thought most conCHr 0y @3¢
world. In Tupper | found that | was study rt
ditions of an existence of which | was not a
Mr. W atts’s essays | discovered that | was e jt
the conditions which affect men in this wonl _
thus that | imbibed my first Secular idea. VTUE'Z S°<hi1
dethroned, and €harlés Watts became m> {(
ideal. And I will say that, while my studies - 41 *
me to the investigations of the writings of n J8&¥
greater fame, that ideal has remained like a
wondered if | would ever escape from n'/ O dfi
surroundings and visit some of the great citeS jW
country and see some of the great men of'vh" 3tts]
read. lo the American country boy, Charles lo-1
the rmghty London town seemed as far away »s
1 leiad. N v
But life has its strange vicissitudes. Charles'Vajt
ere m Cincinnati, and | am his medical adv.f
WIth Mr- Watts that has impel™
write this communication. | want to tell this & it
as an illustration of the far-reaching influence *
Secular pamphlet may have. Cast adrift « \ [Ofit
and passing from hand to hand, it finally canxe -
possession, a boy living in a remote village of 0 J i
the age of sixteen | became a school-teacher’ jifi*

thoroughly imbued had | become, through ‘IIC

sSd

‘
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of a" Watts's pamphlets, of the necessity and justice
exe- uW education that jl irefused to open the @&hool
fae reacling a chapter from the Bible. The —
mydfhn BeMun between Christian domination and
M \\3S condnued ever since.
for’ 'ads has been a very sick man. About three or
alv ee*s ago he contracted a cold in Toronto, later
di|| sufflrixSlral:ed w*th La Grippe in Chicago, and, while
Inmgjijer,nf? from the same, he came to Cincinnati,
muhu tr'P here from Chicago he calculated too
HwasPn b's strengfth, and became dangerously ill.
tre fe\erCOnbne<™ tO his room for a week, by which time
HeJ subsided, leaving him very weak and nervous.
0,ad b'ded for a debate in this city on March 6, 7,
buth °'v'th Rev. Isaac Selby, formerly of Australia,
hspla <s U=able to appear the first two evenings, and
?2d C w ? S filled by Mr. Jamieson, a well-known and
hed his ecturer and debater. Mr. Jamieson more than
"asa, °'Vn' but the inability of Mr. Watts to appear
hberai mat.d'sappointment to the members of the Ohio
lineesiner|5Cle” and other Liberals, who had worked
'gainst y to awahen enthusiasm over this debate.
HsttWwo  my advice, Mr. Watts took the platform the

ay thaf NS SRV VST QNP aafReut she

evetl

InS. excitement ran high among n physical
S -b o had called upon him, knowing »
dox!'UOn, were fearful he would experienc
ifhe j Fortumately, this did not occur. house
Wsre debald Was in the Auditoriam, ant )
axfracbed. It Was a magnificentaudience , Chnst.a

thEoarflde's "ere about equally divided m numkeis, and

oﬁeacb represented. The chiefdifference
Liberals 6 1 e character of the audience was that the
Profess "\kre represented by the leading scientific and
M girls3 men>and the Christians mostly by women
fre re AH the leading dailies were represented at
‘Joeralsr Crs *able, and it proved a great night for the

fOrmlVsaac Selb ,
> ar e s 'accorcling to_his own statement, was

‘1 ent of Allktrilia, BRE\ WRS 8A Atheist aWd

totr. 'flf’f“fturer for eight years. He became con-
HiSiPle Chu  ristlanity, and joined the Christian or
Ithunths frJCI\(va_blch had its orlgln and start about

"0t a'ar U ElHsh iR LK 15 A SN s Feading

Selbv!, , m'ssionary from these P .-s city. He
goes f ~Ustralia, and imported b'm ;,es against
idelitvm ?burch to church holding » nights Of the
"wek he'  hhlsishis program : For this time he has
'vOou , talks against infidelity. Fy -,hthe lectures
onX | UpS°°d audiences. T'he fourth mght” a
Kooh a yaNla. giving stereopticon vieW*’ to advertise
b'C\fdmssion. It is thus he manages ™~ els. j

Is a ke hde I6NEh#NAeR| phase of bunko, aﬁdé
LmoJ' -'me m this country, and when 't
seboated to be a successful play we may

* bi deKCUcd b= numerous adventurers. been an
‘rficel |,, ,le Selby is a trick lawyer. .iable points
[Saitistp Urer’ be well knows all” the assailable P~ n
iawor Cc~pught, as well as the sir & .  creneral
'S"0ra Christianity. He well brnOW§ his dis-
AssiOn C of Christian audiences, and s1‘P oreiudices,
-’\"rtlij OpPP fbeir understandings a nsacked

ST Mk Ofhlstary, nature, or fagt Kl N33 1A% ivv.u

\; °tgh t"d}ereln th Scientific research for'such passages

feadrst 13"y Uses t,nst*anity with some little good, and
hfrerH ' s inficjei-(lesej solated statements of the infidel

, 'ch hCl'lracter of "1 Christians, ignorant of the
Ohe a ®Huotes I le authors and the writings from
inr~d vi'hM dehaf P'aud Ibe deceit, and imagine him

eH\L r' Watto Grand a great man. The more he

y>'he g | - _ ~iebiiicw  at
Nigee commrehe, P'eased the numerous young
n hac P 5ed such a large part of his
htor of Gained

A~ fs s POMiRgNGR a 95..%%6485%'
 ~great and SIHAEY f#nd i aesPed, o IHbHRIAGE

LI~ ma' thathewas. Mr. WaUS™ nOSed, Selby s
Mehxb Oi our expectations; he ' point.

dY a«d drove him to thewall ° n every V

the one side was the presentation of evidence, fact, and
honest investigation, and on the other nothing but
evasion, deceit, and artful dodging.

After the close of the debate Mr. Watts was fairly
surrounded by Christians seeking an introduction. The
Freethinkers were all happy. It was a treat not often
enjoyed. In the language of Davy Crockett, a noted
American backwoodsman of nearly a hundred years ago
and a great wit, it was “rich as a hog with two
mouths.” The dailies commented at length upon the
debate, giving the balance of praise to Mr. Watts ; the
leading daily stated that Selby at no time was in it, and
that Watts did the whole of the debating.

The subject for discussion was : “ Christianity is not
of Divine Origin, neither is it Designed to Meet the
Demands of Mankind.” The subject for the next even-
ing was : “ Is Secularism Sufficient to Satisfy the Needs
of Mankind ?”  Mr. Watts was in poor physical condi-
tion, and was compelled to sit through most of the
debate. But it was generally conceded that he sur-
passed his first evening’s effort. The Liberals were
entirely satisfied, and the debates ended greatly to the
benefit of the Freethought cause in this city. The
Christians, incensed at the favorable notice given Mr.
Watts by the newspapers on the previous debate,
visited the editors of the dailies, and told them that
they were throwing their moral strength to infidelity,
and that Christianity was not being fairly treated. The
threat had its effect, and the reports on the last debate
were somewhat conciliatory, as balm for the wounds
given in reports of the previous debate. The Christians
were thus compelled to beg and threaten for the news-
paper applause which they failed to win in the arena of
public debate.

W hat with the Ingersoll lecture on Sunday evening,
March 5, the Watts-Selby debate through the week, and
a spirited controversy in the daily press between all
classes— Jews, Catholics, Infidels, and Protestants— as
to the position of the Bible in the University of
Cincinnati, this has been a great week for Liberalism
in this city. Mr. Watts gave his able lecture, “ The
Doom of the Churches,” before the Ohio Liberal
Society on Sunday evening, March 12. He was
warmly received by a full house and an appreciative
audience. Much to our regret, this terminated his
engagement in Cincinnati. He has numerous engage-
ments ahead, but | have advised quiet and rest for a
week or two. He is unable at this writing to stand the
strain of travel, and a relapse would precipitate a serious
condition. We hope that he will live to visit us again,
and, when he does, a royal welcome will await him.

J. B. Wilson, M.D.
(Cincinnati.)

The Catholic “ Crisis.”

W e have heard a good deal latterly of the “ crisis” in
the Anglican Church—a crisis, by the way, which seems
to have arisen over the vexed question whether the
Christian God is partial to wax-candles and millinery.
It has been said, indeed, that the struggle is between
some people who want incense in their churches, and
others who arc satisfied with mere nonsense. And our
friends the Roman Catholics have, metaphorically speak-
ing, been feasting on all this fun ; they have been assuring
us that of course all this “ anarchy” is the frightful
result of flouting Rome, that she offers the only “ haven
of rest” in this “ troubled sea,” and all the rest of it.
It is a pathetic spectacle.

But, according to recent events, it would seem that
the Anglicans-are not the only people who are disturbed
at present, and that “ crises” are not limited to the
ecclesiastical organisation supposed to be under the
control of the Archbishop of Canterbury. Within the
past few weeks we have had several storm-signals from
another quarter, which show that everything is not as
calm in the “haven” as it might be. There was the
rather remarkable letter from the Pope to Cardinal
Gibbons denouncing the new heresy with the strange
title of “ Americanism.” And almost simultaneously
comes the news that Dr. Schell, a Catholic Professor
of Apologetics in the Catholic University of Wiirtzburg,
has been pulled up, and has hqd a numbgr of hjs bopks
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placed on the Index. All this does not betoken that
peace which one would expect. The “ Americanism ”
heresy, which found its expression in the Life of some
Father Hecker, seems to take the form of suggesting
that Catholicism should bring itself more up to date,
should admit a certain liberty into the Church, so that
those in power might be checked and restrained, and
that the freedom of the individual should be more fully
recognised. The phrase used in the Pope’s letter to
describe the doctrine he is condemning is, “ that the
Church should adapt herself more distinctly to the
civilisation of a ripened age, and, relaxing somewhat
from her former severity, should make concessions to
tendencies and principles which have lately been intro-
duced among nations.”

Professor Schell’'s “ heresy” (put forward in books
entitled Catholic Dogma, Catholicism as the Principle of
Progress, and The New Spirit and the Old Faith), as
well as one gathers from the Catholic press, seems to
consist in much the same suggestion as Father Hecker’s,
and also inacoolness on Hell. Professor Schell’s pupils
for the priesthood, it is said, had to be re-examined and
strengthened on the Hell question, owing to their in-
structor’s lukewarmness on the point.

Now, all these difficulties, of course, may be patched
up. Indeed, it is announced that the American bishops
who sanctioned the Hecker doctrines have “ submitted” ;
and it is “ a happy incident,” according to one Catholic
paper, that Dr. Schell has “ recanted,” and is doubtless
now convinced that Hell is still hot, and plenty of his
fellow-men have still a chance of damnation. That is
certainly most gratifying.

But, in spite of all these patchings and “submissions,”
anyone who has the least knowledge of history and the
least appreciation of the trend of modern thought knows
that the phenomenon will be of an ever-recurring descrip-
tion, because it is a phenomenon which is world-old.
To Freethinkers, of course, these domestic squabbles
of the Churches are of remote interest, but to
students of human progress they furnish food for
thought. It is questionable, from the Church’s point
of view, who are the wiser diplomats— the Dr. Schells
or the Leo. XIIl.'s. Face to face with the growth
of knowledge, the Church must ever accommodate
herself or go down. Take an example. Take this
hell belief. Practically speaking—-l do not count stray
exceptions— practically speaking, every man of the least
humane feeling in or out of the Churches has ceased to
believe in this odious relic of barbarism. Suppose, then,
the Church sets herself to maintain this belief, she will
simply be preparing disaster for herself. Let her
abandon it, and she admits that for centuries she has
been infallibly teaching a lie. It is an ugly dilemma for
the interpreters of “ Eternal Truth but it has to be
faced. And the more astute of the Church’s counsellors
seek to prepare the way by modifying their doctrine and
re-arranging it to suit the new spirit. In any case, there
is trouble ahead—trouble which we can survey un-
moved.

But such, after all, is but an epitome of the history of
humanity. Sometimes the old formulas are frankly seen
to be false, and the human spirit bursts and breaks its
bonds. Then we have revolutions and reformations.
Other times— perhaps oftener—the human mind, in its
growth, puts new meanings into the old phrases, and the
spirit of the old formula passes, whilst the letter possibly
remains the same. Such aprocess is frequent in political
matters ; but both processes are inevitable, and both are
constant. Man has created all the gods he ever
worshipped, and civilised all the gods he ever created.
Religion simply hovers after human culture and human
morals, and changes with human growth. And that
human growth is going on always, imperceptibly and
slowly ; and not all the Papal encyclicals ever penned
can stop it. It drags gods, and popes, and kings after
it. For it is Man— Man in his strength and his weak-
ness, Man in his glory and his shame— Man who has
fought his way so far against the phantoms which his
own folly raised, and it is Man who will free himself
from the phantoms by the same natural process which
first gave them light. Frederick Ryan.

The lamp of truth is the light of the wise,— Tiruyalluvar.
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Acid Drops.
Rev. Hugh Price Hughes has poured his jeremiad jay
ears of a newspaper interviewer over the projected s .|sit

editions of the Daily Telegraph and Daily Afail._ ..

a gross violation of the Christian Sunday; which 1S re@
enough when we remember the race to which the prop
of the Daily Telegraph belongs. Likewise hesaysitis‘ €l
prognostic of the downfall of England. A people that -

to Mr. Hughes on Sunday will be great and progress™

a people that reads Sunday journals will be "ea it
decadent. Mr. Hughes himself says so, and there
must be true.

Of course, the Wesleyan President talks about the™ jg?
ness of Sunday labor. But isn’t this rather thjn JV jay's
Sunday’s paper is produced on Saturday. It IS hi
paper which is produced on Sunday.

Mr. Hughes has some more observations on this su jgtis
the Methodist Times. He says that Sir Edward L tto
Sunday Telegraph enterprise Is “ the first serious at1 jed
flood England on Sunday with the full stream °‘ rIPA<®
journalism.” But this isonly Mr. Hughes’ grand geog rdly
way of talking. A Sunday paper may flood London, rj_
other city in which it is published, but it can’t Hood i
The newspapers like Lloyd's and Reynolds' that Pl gjitich
Sunday edition in London have to publish an earhe
for the provinces.

acsa

This is the first serious attempt, isit? Why, tnereu “n'l
dozen Sunday papers as far back as 1813. But } ° &
expect a Christian preacher to be accurate. He P te
fiction for a living, and finds it a lot easier than ta' p
trouble to hunt up facts and evidence.

Mr. Hughes remarks that “ the men who defeatc ~ |ut
created our Empire, and made modern England ' urislI'*
nourished on Sunday newspapers. Neither were they n
on Methodism.

I
According to Mr. Hughes, we ought to spend n‘°1t(j)Pfr%
time on Sunday on “ preparations for another worlu- n§£
very next paragraph we read that “ The Presidento  tid&
ferencc |Mr. Hughes himself] continues to recove ‘' .QF

torily from the inflammation in the leg.” []1 QVApinffti
while he prepares for heaven, he is satisfactorily M
ofit. Let us pray!
----- ntvo'c
Annie Sudbury, a domestic servant, aged
aﬁpeared on March 21 in the North London b
charged with stealing a pair of boots from Mrs. Lh-~~ !

at Robert-street, Gray’'s-inn-road. Prisoner’'s m° d}‘
gave evidence, stated that the Salvation Army h* fud™
daughter ayvay Imn':lﬂJJQme_agamsIJjﬂr wish, 2 11
stated that ¥Yer daugtfer had stolen the boots IR Ord.c,lr%
monmBy to contribute to the Salvation Army’s

Week’s Fund.

Reynolds's Newspaf)er speaks out plainly at ‘X ,uu'i’ /ff-
Salvation Army, calling Booth “an ignorant pCike

declaring that to hear some of the Salvation Ail fatw,
is “ really shocking.” Our contemporary sneers  (het
and other tomfoolery7” and says it is “monstr ~ifh
many able-bodied young men should be wasting
in this way.”

An American man of God, the Rev. Mr.Shcldo'VAj
In His Steps, complains that the people of the V  aiid ,

ﬂay forty million dellars anjwally for their relig'ccs. )i
undred million dollars annually for_their toba”
not thisa,professionatcomplaint? Might notthe  gpenL,
complain that so much as forty million dollar» itisaA?
religion instead of on smoking ? Could they 1, cOJgt
that tobacco beats religion hollow as a soother an

yeft

So the Yankees spend forty million dollar» (g )ilTp
religion, do they? Had business been an)l ¢jJJ™c
brisk when Judas was cashier, he wouldn’t ‘:\Mollld
for less than thirty dollars, in which case there .Njty,
been no Crucifixion, no Atonement, no Cm's
alas ! no Rev. Mr. Sheldon.

Mr. D. L. Anderson, a Philadelphia mi N
to evangelising. He says that religion must
so he uses a large phonograph, operated ‘ ginae”*cl

which quotes words of famous preachers, esno’ - liUL
sings hymns. We don’t see any report of n

are saved. M
ibl-c

advertised on °i Southend, saw a P"OI

ari*
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EnEilleis'  Tins set Mr. Sykes’s back up. He is a
bon a>°ut b° 's also a Freethinker, and doesn’'t want
bxeie other people to do as lie does. Nor is he able
haurt] ¥ cornpulsion is any better for being attempted on
raen i ?° be tred to move an amendment, but the
Poeed cla'rman wasn't taking any. A long report of the
ils, appears in the Southend Echo, which also prints
mart ~tter from Mr. Sykes.

it CrattreS dle Revivalist, bas had a special line of business

tasadll]0°™a'  The expenses amounted to about two
ddlas % ,lars- Sam Jones’s personal receipts were 963
isro fa>  ‘er mcmhers of the troupe had the rest. There

GtyCou in to lland of the number of souls saved, but the

“d°d{at ‘ ]'aS ordered all the saloons to be closed at ten

N s travoli!,l = Sam Jones is satisfied. He believes that if

Widd  Pd round repeating that old wine-and-water trick
Set through it before closing time.

lirel “alr ecn a “scene” at Colyton, in Devonshire. A
Py, a, delivered in St. Andrew’s Hall by the Rev. W. H.
1" jts\\alCal elersyman, who denounced Protestantism and
jii]ld’l m is\a"d declared that the Church of England had
dissat. Ar'n common with Rome than with Protestant
Sasdisfjnct,r ™ lecture Mr. Mountsphen rose and said he
k 'sWoud , >l,ut the chairman declined to allow discussion.
it X4 nljave been much ofa “ scene ” ina bigger town,
ﬂmzfgga. r’sized one at Colyton. Yes, the Church ques-
ripening.

tidren wN'T Ellis gives some more odd answers by school
»Jjah pOr Ic Conihill.  *“ Why,” asked an inspector, “ did
e wiake uVa*er Al e sacrifice?” And a girl answered:
in \ai 16 gravy- sir-” Another inspector, at Croydon,
;'nisonsi M e.iC't the name of the weapon with which
AB(iested 1' . B thousand Philistines. “ What is this?” he
lat°nce’naVnlt dis hand on his cheek. The children saw
nd cried : “ The jawbone of an ass, sir.”

1?.Stars al? Indians say that the Moon is the Sun’s wife, and
in ren anil 1Schildren. Whenever he can he swallows his

Omourlin "s "rite then looks sad. Every month she goes
itrelisast™°! accouat of her husband’s cannibalism. A

s - & at - R
e e aun e snarpes ot Ao Aot

utnotmore scI.DfRanj S

Sunand moon while he went on fighting n

* </\ N
°t>dence ” llas sent a stra'aSe t?_a\t/g%irgjz the
fsgript.  Famine and disease - eating garbage,

A evinces. Multitudes are reduce« has mostly

eategrain necessary for the sP ~ ~ S le .
'aas food. The outlook is simply terrm

Af .
*\/?\/\/4 correspondent has ultcVY”sunerintendec

Rt Pl VLI (RBUSLTR IS Ehe BOIN 0P OTS from the

t £ StOCanada. There arc three Count
pistol's pe°P'e to follow. They are C1 ‘ annv undei
‘ unj el- anj

"itB agggﬁ%{}é\f/ﬁﬁs P e W8 T g .
hn iw—,t_ c” years ago, mis gentleman saiu
‘wiited s anelaClz A U8 Uur settlements were broken.-up
"ith , Ir'Utonenl tGeS *a <en awaP/ from us, and we wen
Priva,;000 pconlJ1 aCC to another.  [n one of our settlements
Pisch®Aand iU’V niore than a fourth of them perished fron
\ .’ “tlers bl 't P [Tent in 4bout two years. Some are ii
a&. retfat ni’  led 0 Sﬁberla, many have lost their lives
for the cause of peace as the 1110s

Could befall us.’

Ret“ut? asked thedDaih/ N c@&  ° 'led h'§h‘?§£{50ﬁn
cuu°n lessened since the Czar ssu ™ rcJiy, car
ew oncession we have had, "e
astv,, e date of the Rescript. .

> rifil N at w " it was not until February

Pnson 'ing We r'' ne allowed to emigrate. The Goverr
1'atjl.n\atioii  u , not be forced into military service b

105f,.a 1We ask fr death, said we could leave the count

veahniciu °rtisin u™ .Until we all get away there will

-Qi>n. Opoii y, w'a, Peace Rescript or not.” What

anof cf P stead’s %Iorifications of the Christia
Petersburg

a
fPPart r I'crsecm,.,,
W
ecide

h2 St ‘,heir own*1l Eussians
bﬁ iemto' ""Ulr 'vn land, soon d
. ThAy{'™ preferred to live, d ppss.ble, und
‘t Pcgiaafe oANd Ihe foeling that-moved them is tl
1y, justification of the British empire.

eg \t/;t_ljeé/r Had Ipave,

g tim
i*Veen yt It no,? ev- Marmaduke llare, rector of Bov
rother_.<i4,000a  appears that he had misappropriate
W&kad ' aivirr, « Y°°° entrusted to him by his youn
Sarinti a™MHdler 1,IS nov ‘n the BankruptcP/ Court. TI:
1°rtugue as."'ritten bis brother-in-law one lette
1e stamp, but, of course, no address. *
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live only to repay everyone,” he says ; but he hasn’'t made a
beginning yet, and the Official Receiver has no expectations
from that quarter.

Mr. John Cadbury, of cocoa fame, has just died at Jeru-
salem. According to the Daily News obituary, he was a
Christian and a philanthropist. After reciting many instances
of his pious benevolence, our contemporary adds that “ on
the occasion of the Queen’s Jubilee he presented every child in
the Board schools in the city with a Bible.” What bathos !
Let us hope the Bibles were sufficiently expurgated to make
them harmless, at least from the point of view of common
decency.

The Rev. Dr. John Hall, of the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian
Church, New York, was obliged to die some time ago. He
left a regular salary of several thousands a year in this world
for a very uncertain prospect elsewhere. Since then his
church has been hunting round for a successor to him. We
dare say there were many gentlemen ready to take the job—
of course after due consultation with the Lord ; but the
church has selected the Rev. Alexander Connell, of London,
who has been duly apprised by cable of his good luck. We
presume, therefore, that London will lose a Presbyterian
preacher and New York will gain one, but whether this will
make any particular difference to either city we are happily
not called upon to discuss. Probably it will make a much
greater difference to Mr. Connell.

If there is any truth in the New Testament, it seems pretty
clear that Mr. Connell, if he accepts this handsome offer from
New York, will be running a terrible risk. According to the
teaching of Jesus Christ, no man with several thousands a
year can expect a residence in heaven. But perhaps Mr.
Connell is prepared to take the risk of going to the other
establishment, and even to take it smilingly, as thousands of
men of God have done before.

Rev. Ewen Macleod, of Oban, has presented a report on
Sabbath observance to the Free Presbytery of Lorn, in which
he laments the laxity displayed in the highest circles. This
long-faced man of God deplores that “ the Queen and Royal
family have not shown a happy example to the people in the
matter of Sabbath observance.” *“ Her Majesty’s recent
journey to France,” he adds, “ and arrival there on a Sabbath
day must have been a grief to every enlightened Christian
subject of her own, and very pernicious in its influence over
the giddy and godless French.” It would be difficult to beat
this for cool self-conceit. The writer assumes to speak for every
“enlightened” Christian—an expression, by the way, which
implies that there are plenty of unenlightened Christians. Note,
too, the quiet assumption that the people of France regulate
their Sabbath observances by the example of the Queen of
England. This noble Maclcod ought to be exhibited.

The French Touring Club has struck Zola’s name off its
list of members. We dare say he will survive the blow. We
rather fancy, after all, that it was Zola who honored the
Touring Club, and not the Touring Club that honored Zola.

A Spiritualist medium in New York appears to have been
very sadly too “ previous.” He was holding a seance, and a
number of spooks sent messages through him to their friends
and relatives. The hit of the evening was the materialisation
of the spirit of Senator Sherman, whose death had just been
reported. This gentleman’s spook appeared to the company,
told them how pleased he was to be in heaven, and desired
his compliments to be given to President McKinley and other
members of the Administration. Of course it was all very
touching and very edifying ; but, alas, the newspaper report
was erroneous, and Senator Sherman was not dead at all. at
all—as the Irish say. Still, we don’t suppose this will make
much difference to that medium, professionally. People who
believe in spooks tire not easily undeceived.

The cold snap last week ran the London death-rate up
from 22.4 to 24.1 per thousand. Diseases of the respiratory
organs carried off 61 more than the average. Influenza
carried off a total of 125. Thus the weather decides the
emigration statistics to Heaven and Hades. God and the
Devil only keep the accounts.

Mr. James Alexander applied for leave to place the Free-
thinker on the table of the Watford Free Library reading-
room. After characterising the application as “ impudent,”

\and the paper as “ objectionable,” the Committee resolved to
ask Mr. Alexander to submit a copy of the publication. “A
Watford Ratepayer” has written an open letter to the Com-
mittee, which wo reproduce from the columns of the Watford
Observer: “ Gentlemen, You have been asked to allow a
paper called the Freethinker to be placed upon the table of
the reading-room. One of you characterised the application
as ‘an impudent thing to ask.” No one seems to have
protested against the bigotry of this remark. Freethinkers
being ratepayers equally with Christians, will you kindly say
where the impudence comes in when they ask for permission
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to place their paper on the table of a public reading-room ?
The request you have made to have a copy of the paper sub-
mitted to you assumes that you have a right to decide what
is proper for the public to read, or what it shall leave alone.
1 most respectfully submit that you have no such right. You
are not Press censors, neither have you been appointed to sit
in judgment upon any paper. May | suggest that you turn
your attention to the prize-fighting and betting odds columns
of the daily papers in the reading-room, the money-lending
and other objectionable advertisements, etc. ? Whatever you
may find in the Freethinker, you will never find any of this
sort of stuff in its pages. Trusting this letter will not be
considered ‘ impudent.””

A pathetic story of a sheep was told a few days ago in the
newspapers. During a fire at a farmstead at Cliftonmorth,
Westmoreland, this sheep passed through the flames twice
to rescue its young, and, failing to escape, was burnt to death
with them. Of course that sheep had no soul. Every good
Christian knows that. The Hertford men and women who
kept quiet in their houses while a most brutal murder was
being committed outside have souls. And every good Chris-
tian knows that.

“ A city of subterfuge, lies, hypocrisy, and deception. An
earthquake underneath. God’'s judgment.” This warning
was chalked on the Fleet-street pavement, outside the office
of Punch on Monday morning. The prophet ran away when
he saw a policeman coming, and the earthquake seems to be
postponed.

The Isle of Thanet (Kent) Board of Guardians, at their
meeting last week, received an application from the Ramsgate
Evangelical Free Church Council for permission to be allowed
to send two ladies to visit the inmates of the Workhouse on
days other than the ordinary visiting days. The letter was
the subject of a long discussion, and, from the remarks
passed, several of the Guardians were evidently of opinion
that they already had enough ladies visiting the House, and
one remarked that they would soon be having ladies there
every day. The Clerk to the Board evidently had some mis-
givings as to the behavior of the lady members of the Free
Church Council, for he suggested that the Board should
grant the request and place sufficient confidence in the
Council to send people who would behave themselves
properly and do some good. If there was any complaint
against them, no doubt it would be made, and then the
Board could put a check upon them. On these conditions
the request was granted.

From the above facts it is pretty plain that these ladies who
visit workhouses in such numbers are regarded as nuisances.
They are a bore to the nurses, they are a bore to.the matron, and,
above all, they are a bore to the poor inmates on whom their
visits are inflicted. It seems to us that the inmates themselves
are the persons to be consulted in this matter, and they
should not be compelled to receive visits from people whom
they have no wish to see. It is quite time that these visits to
workhouses were confined to the Visiting Committees and
those whom the people whose misfortune it is to reside there
have no objection to seeing.

Father Staunton told a story last Sunday from the pulpit of
St. Alban’s, Holborn, at the expense of a Christian of another
denomination. A friend of his the other day met a Baptist
who, referring to the recent fire at St. Alban’s, said it was a
visitation from heaven upon them for their Ritualistic prac-
tices. Father Staunton’s friend asked this Baptist: “ What
about the fire at Spurgeon’s Tabernacle? That was surely a
larger manifestation.” The poor Baptist was settled.

While Mrs. Dennis Tabor, of Hilton, New York, was
reading the Bible at the opening of a meeting of the
Women'’s Christian Temperance Union, a week or so ago,
she suddenly became unconscious, and remained so until she
died five days later. Her death is attributed to “stage
fright,” but, as there was an erratic Providence concerned
in the matter, this is only a surmise. If she had been
reading Paine’s Age of Reason, all true believers could
assign the cause of her death without hesitancy.—New York
“ Truthsccker."

The Christian Endeavor people in the Huddersfield district
have been holding their sixth annual meeting at Berry Brow.
One of the speakers, Miss Pearce, is reported to have read an
“ instructive” paper, in which she contended, amongst other
things, that sweetstuff shops should all be closed on the Lord’s
Day. No toffy for the kids between Saturday night and Mon-
day morning. Let them chew the cud of reflection, think how
wicked they are, and put their coppers in the missionary box
for the dear men of God, who give well-printed Bibles to
heathen who can’t read.

Joseph Hocking, in the Christian World, gives an account
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of a conversation he had about a year ago with an yjn
priest. This priest told him that Atheism was very stfo I{:J,
the very country of the Pope. “ Halfa century ago, ‘IC j
“ there was comparatively little unbelief in Italy, but n
have no hesitation in saying that a third of te nal |,
Atheistic.” With regard to Venice, he said : “ It is on
ignorant men and the women who go to church. r{
thoughtful men, the reading men, say that we "a' Wit
religion. It is all superstition, nonsense. We sd0jabh
these priestly claims amount to, and—and—well, we

at it.”

Dr. Marshall Randles is the author of a book cal ~
Ever, in which he upholds the doctrine of eternal he « Je
is a professor at a Wesleyan College, and therefore e jje
has some right to speak about the true Christian fan~ ~
denounces the new Free Church Catechism as put
halting, and superficial,” and complains that it pr,
forward by an irresponsible, self-appointed Committee-
Randies’s great objection seems to be that the La
doesn’t contain enough Gehenna.

Sabbatarianism is going it hot and strong at LI»1 &
We have already drawn attention to the Noncon ar@S
ministers’ protest against the employment of watering f
and street-sweepers on Sunday. These dissenting 1 (Je
God say : “ Let us all be dirty on the Lord’s Day, an v
dust fly about like the powdered sulphur of Hades. jh»
appears that the Council elections are turning 1P ~carc
momentous question. A voting-card lies before US5S indri>
writing, which says : “ If you are opposed totheL |, &
and Watering of Streets on Sundays, place your 1‘ jig-
shown on the other side”—that is to say, for the Sun * Gpof-
and-dust candidates. Christian men never had an
tunity to fight for a more high-toned issue.

The Sunday-dirt-and-dust party also appeal to 1 rSm
payers to resist the project of running the electric y .jalis’
the Lord’s Day. They appeal to their “fellow , rolposite
in devilish bad English. Perhaps the Welsh on the 117,
side is an improvement. It couldn’t easily be anyth'l

Rev. David Johnstone, minister of the Gaelic AAJn’fC]]Ic
Paisley, has to pay damages and costs for libelHnfe. tlet
shipper, Mr. James Baird, cabinet maker, ot Hf,
Sheriff Henderson expressed a very low opinion ot  yte*
of God’s veracity. But the righteous were always pc

seritio
Rev. R. Logie, a Quaker missionary, preached a sayStle
lasting thirty-six hours to twenty-seven Indians. iL tf e
Advance, of Chicago. The result was that all but:S' e thc>
Indians were “immediately converted.” We Prc* gu>""
really couldn’t stand any more of it. No doubt t
verted six retired in coffins.

All sorts of New Testaments arc being priniely!: *he Ak

is called “The Marked Testament,” special "N
passages being underlined or printed in red and,, ™
We suggest that somebody should now bring out
Testament.” It is sadly wanted.
Philosophy.
He said : Those eyes alone see well that vie™
Life’s lovely surfaces of form and hue ; A thre Gill

And not Death’s entrails, looking through an

Bones, nerves, and veins, and flesh are covered *
By this opaque transparency of skin,
Precisely that we should not see within.

The corpse is hid, that Death may work its vl'e
Corruption in black secrecy ; the while s,nik’
Our saddest graves with grass and fair flowers

If you will analyse the bread you eat,
The water and the wine most pure and sweet,
Your stomach soon must loathe all drink and

Lifeliveth but in Life, and doth not roam
To other realms if all be well at home :
“ Solid as ocean-foam,” quoth ocean-foam.

It Midge will pine and curse its hours away
Because Midge is not Everything For-aye,
Poor Midge thus loses its one summer day >
Loses its all—and winneth what, | pray ?

—fames Thomson (“It. V.").



THE FREETHINKER.

Mr. Foote’'s Engagements.

lond ” 2> Athenaum Hall, Tottenham Court-road,
7-3, The Romance of the Resurrectic
To Correspondents.
Lu
Charles W atts’s absence from England his address
Cityi y Truthseeker office, 28 Lafayette-place, New York

2s.; \v NVf-R" Defence Fund (West Ham).—G. Freeman,

1s6d."i j\IS." ~wo Glasgow Secularists, is. ; J. Baker,
Is>c.\r’ ” hite, 2s. 6d. ; W., 2s. 6d. ; Athenaeum Friend,
iters', 2’ G. Proctor, 2s. ; R. Blossom, 2s.; H. D.
Nicite'd «t Further subscriptions to this Fund are not
Fulchjers present We are awaiting- the result of Alderman
"nieh tk »r WL rescind the resolution of February 28, by

i i is placed behind the screen in the West
4 ‘'celibraries. Meanwhile we are providing- lecturers for

pd'r ~recNMought meetings at West Ham.

vewtO use"101* ~ece,ved, and under consideration, with a

A- S|I5’\’\an ks.
E“d Itha * ~le ma”ter is dealt with in Mr. Foote’s Book of
17at the R;ui ~een sufficiently emphasised by Freethinkers
N the so GilSan or‘ental book. It comes from the East, like
pmeniber *ca"ed Sacred Scriptures of the world, and is one
71 P. a numerous species,

m,
dOﬂE ps we don't understand you ; certainly you

S S us-
Publisher_°§,,— 'Todr ONdElr s MAHIG WMelr Bd Mr. Forder, our

B Thg °ur letter shall appear next week.
0 'nterestimliSi Thanks for the papers and your welcome and
\7”HEN ™ Uer-
¢ ei>ton :,'i ,s, having received two applications from lames
&w Sof cie tT? Gorrill, Sheffield for membership...in..the
c° Urseqs)él imited. These applications, with others, will
, meatins . ald before the Board of Directors at their next

Ineo%?]an as Digh-street, Stratford, complains of our speak-
ne lunatic Triggs® and of our stating that he
rﬁanCoun‘m' Int,° silendfe ” when addressing the West Ham
\ Ve at all onaS Unst I*e Freethinker. He says that he did not
“h[c|] entded to at B6€3SHAM- We reply that we relied, as we
o upon the report in the West Ham Herald-
-ever, wewg 'Vere not aware that Mr. Triggs had corrected.
le'ty to his °n1 "a,it to misrepresent him, so we give
1 Hr as he dSsertion that the Herald report was inaccurate
O tic,” wei'y;is concerned. With regard to the word
hisS ,ected a,.eE to say that it was used as an adjective, and
kn Pr'vate conrl'nSt ~ r’ "STIs public utterances, not against
"T." nothin, flfh °T which we know nothing, and want to
J.MFrdifinie M+ Trigigs ealls Himseﬁ’honorary secretary of
*)tr°ng ;up '-"~pulsion Committee," and has applied a good
W m ~i'lxccin'~f ‘° ‘h|SJournaI But he objects to any
’\.éareﬁ@p J2.attennS being applied to himself.
w action ng_ to flatter him ; and we repeat that his
*Mlt Iune‘i:]tlc " nr i‘fﬂ’e« P
rSarUR-

T to'Mt fon? without

 pae WIIT- *leased
C-ixS*-

merit, but the merit is not quite
t° hear from you.
°ur thanks.
tVerﬁ m re, Pars@n's Prayer " you send us is forty years
v,v¥in 7ears ago’ Pr'ntcd it as a Freethinker Tract some
e Sorry you have taken so much trouble in
"rectr Orders r
Br\v OR. Ford ,°r h°oks, pamphlets, &c.,
N 'SNeale w ' 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.
life,'?POse | amillo.7: My doctor says | am a lot better, and
heaitiUr readers U*,, have never been so deadly ill in my
j, MHer '>and he 'j .a'l wish Mr. Neale a speedy restoration
* EtVim S'ad to see his pen busy again in (he Free-

See paragraph.
The

should be sent

fabic i’ cr'~\Wafm i’ ,~°g,rnal=The isle of Man Times— People’s

°rid—ce,,] Giseemerr—Camidnita Medlyy Leader— The

Wey *eW Vom ey pulletip— W aterford Citizen— Southend

T °dds ijaies_u rutbseeker— Public Opinion—Liberator—

TS ehr ‘ he Awalrotcrsheld Examiner—The Crescent—Two

, lrkrr .biue Grae i'ni Mdia— Aberdeen Journal— Secular

Estve, . ' EOreh offwl Olade— Independent Pulpit— Progressive
/"os™o-ncEs n, ”eason Lucifer.

Nat: " Or theg rcach 28 Stonecutter—street bx first post
beﬂserted‘
w6 1 r» 8ere aII Ietto °CetNs office is at No. 377 Strand,
ary f@l rs Qould be addressed to Miss Vance.

1ff|e s ‘bee regulations to announce on the
o osgéafb'ﬂuf&ﬂ expires, subscribers will receive
wrapper when their subscription is

]_de tlb

LeTte

_ Mqr 'Street V' ''U’ Freethinker should be addressed to
5 cr:1r:_§tr erﬁmre 1 London, E.C.
ihs: 1olIM be sent to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stone-
O»'afﬁrlﬁ . !
JKthae,M

Passaeesir » rs. would enhance the favor by
which they wish us to call attention.

217

The Freethinker will be forwarded direct from the publishing
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10s. 6d.; halfyear, 5s. 3d.; three months, 2s. 8d.

Scale of Advertisements'—Thirty words, is. 6d. ; every suc-
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Sugar* Plums.

Mr. Foote returns to the Athenaeum Hall for two or three
Sundays. This evening (April 2) being Easter Sunday, he
will take a seasonable subject—namely, “ The Romance of
the Resurrection.” Freethinkers should give a little pub-
licity to this lecture amongst their more orthodox friends.

The Birmingham Branch of the National Secular Society,
as our readers will recollect, was turned out of the Bristol-
street Board school, where it was holding too successful Sun-
day meetings. Ridiculous false charges were trumped up to
coyer this act of bigotry, the object of which (of course) was
to stop the progress of Secular propaganda in the Midlands
capital. Fortunately, the Branch was able to obtain the use
of the Circus for three indignation meetings, which Mr. Foote
went down to Birmingham to address. The evening meeting
was a grand one, and a resolution condemning the action of
the School Board was carried with only one dissentient.

Since then the Birmingham Branch has been making
desperate efforts to obtain another meeting-place. Refusal
after refusal was met with, and the Committee almost began
to lose heart. But at last the Prince of Wales Assembly
Room, in Broad-street, was secured. The situation is excel-
lent, and the hall is all right when you reach it, butyou've
got to reach it first. It is at the top of a fairly high building,
and some of the elderly folk find the stairs something too
much like a section of the Tower of Babel. However, you
can’'t have everything your own way in this world, and
particularly in Birmingham—that is to say, if you happen to
be a Freethinker.

Mr. Foote accepted an invitation to run down again and
deliver the first course of three lectures in this new hall. He had
been suffering from a nasty cold, and had advised the secretary
(indefatigable Mr. Partridge) to have someone in reserve for
the afternoon lecture, in case of necessity. Mr. Percy Ward,
being on the spot, kindly volunteered to play the part of
understudy for the occasion. But, as luck would have it, the
weather grew suddenly milder on the Saturday, and Mr.
Foote, although a little hoarse, was able to get through the
heavy day’s work without assistance. He had good meetings
both morning and afternoon ; in the evening the hall was
terribly crowded, and many people were unable to obtain
admission. All three lectures were very greatly applauded,
there rvas a large sale of literature at the bookstall, and the
Branch officers seemed to find the collections quite satis-
factory.

Evidently the Birmingham bigots won't find it an easy job
to suppress Secularism in their city. Sunday lectures will be
continued up to Whitsuntide in the Prince of Wales Assembly
Room. Mr. Cohen occupies the platform next Sunday (April
9), afternoon and evening, and we have no doubt he will have
good meetings and a warm welcome.

A good letter, signed Arthur G. Lye, appears in the Aston
APIi'S, with regard to the refusal of the Aston School Board
to grant the use of one of its schools to the Secular Society.
Well-written letters by Secularists in the local press are of
much service to our cause.

It will be highly gratifying to the Christian bigots of West
Ham and the surrounding neighborhood to learn that the
meeting held on Tuesday week resulted in the formation of a
new West Ham Branch of the National Secular Society.
Upwards of thirty members enrolled themselves at the
meeting. Mr. Il. R. Sparkes was elected as secretary, and
a meeting arranged for Thursday, March 30, at the Work-
man’s Hall, West Ham-lane, at 8 p.m. Arrangements are
already made for active outdoor work during the summer.
The local committee who have been watching the interests
of the Freethinker have almost to a man joined the Branch,
and that “blasphemous” journal will be on sale at all
meetings. Surely the Christian Councillors are entitled to
the best thanks of the Secular party !

From the last number of the Liberator to hand we see that
our old friend, Mr. Joseph Symes, is alive and Kkicking
vigorously in Melbourne. He must be getting pretty grey
by this time, but his spirit is as indomitable as ever. Mr.
Symes reprints in this number of the £ib/r<ttor two articles—
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one by Mr. Foote, the other by Mr. Neale—from our own
columns.

Councillor Strange has been elected Mayor of Waterford,
in spite of the opposition of the clergy and the cry of “ heretic ”
raised against him. The local Citizen says that Mr. Strange’s
return means “ the defeat of the clergy,” and that he “ may in
future pose as the John Morley of Waterford.”

Mr. Heaford reports a successful meeting in Battersea
Park last Sunday, the speakers being himself and Messrs.
Pack, White, and Edwards. We understand that the
Battersea Branch has every prospect of a fine future if the
members only stick closely to the work.

Ingersoll’s newest lecture on “ The Devil ” is being reprinted
for English readers, and will be on sale at Mr. Forder’s on
Thursday week. Ingersoll has done nothing on this subject
before, and this pamphlet will doubtless have a wide circula-
tion. Every admirer of Ingersoll will be sure to get a copy,
and the title is one to attract outsiders likewise—for who isn’t
more or less interested in the Devil ? Old Nick is far and
away the most fascinating figure in the Christian pantheon.

The Chatham and Rochester News prints a long and fair
report of Mr. Foote’s recent Sunday morning lecture at New
Brompton on “ Truth and Falsehood About Freethought.”
A somewhat shorter report appears in the local Observer. It
is pleasant to see the press boycott against Freethought
breaking down in this fashion.

An anti-clerical demonstration was announced to take
place on Sunday last at Barcelona, but was prohibited by
the Prefect. When this was known a multitude of people
marched towards the Prefecture, and the Prefect thought
it advisable to withdraw his prohibition. Accordingly the
demonstration took place, as announced, in the theatre.
“ Violent speeches ” were delivered, says a Reuter telegram ;
but we all know what that means. An ex-priest was one of
the most “inflammatory ” orators. The meeting broke up
amid cries of “ Long live liberty, down with clericalism and
reaction.”

“In His Steps.”

Nearty two thousand years of Christian teaching has
resulted in open-mouthed astonishment at an American
minister’'s attempt to portray the effect of a practical
application of the teachings of Christ in every-day life.
The amazement is not unnatural, for here in England
professional followers of the “ Carpenter of Nazareth ”
have seats in the House of Lords, and live in palaces
and well-to-do rectories. Many others pocket princely
salaries for occasionally reading printed sermons on
Sundays, and pass the remainder of each week as men
of substance at seaside and country resorts. Others
never preach at all, but farm out their “ cure of souls ”
to “clerical guinea-pigs,” and annex the difference ;
whilst they throw their energies— which they solemnly
promised to give to the service of Christ— into book-
writing, or to increasing the circulation of “ religious”
papers, one-third of which consists of puffing somebody’s
pills or soap, and a portion of the remainder in inter-
minable squabbles about ecclesiastical millinery. Small
wonder the masses are not converted when these pro-
fessional followers of Christ fail woefully to practise
what they preach. The horrors of slavery and the brutal
treatment of prisoners and other inhuman outrages were
never denounced by the professional teachers of Christism
until lay men and women cried shame upon them. The
spiritual lords almost invariably voted against reforms.
They voted against the Bill for abolishing capital punish-
ment for stealing from shops property of the value of
five shillings. The Roman Catholic Disabilities and the
Jewish Disabilities Repeal Bills met with their deter-
mined opposition. The right reverend fathers-in-God
resisted the motion for the admission of Dissenters to
the Universities, and also the Bill to permit in church-
yards funeral services other than that of the Church of
England. And, finally, they have, in fighting the
Deceased Wife’s Sister Bill, displayed the intelligence
and the noble firmness of mules. It is facts like these
that explain the utter astonishment of the average man
and woman at Mr. Sheldon’s book, for the author of In
His Steps takes Christianity seriously.
MtMNERMys.
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Lucilio Vanini.

Lucilio Vanini was born at Taurisatio, near Naples
1584 or 1585. His father was steward to the Du»e”
Taurisano, Viceroy of Naples, and, according to
son’s statements, a man of elevated character. . Sj|fe.
his natural prenomen of Lucilio, Vanini during h|S
time assumed others, such as Julius Caisar and |
This affectation of celebrated names brought upon
an accusation of pride, but he defended himself on
ground that a miserable theologian of Rome unto
nately bore the same names as himself, and share
renown without partaking in his labors. His
sent him to Rome, where he studied theolog)
philosophy, his first master in theology being Bartl
Argotti, whom he highly praises, calling himthe pn n
of preachers ; in philosophy he had for master 3 »
Bacon, whom he styles the Prince of Averroists» ~
from whom he learnt to swear by Averroes.
favorite authors were Pomponatius, Cardan, Aye ~
and Aristotle, but to none of them did he pin "y atlin
Each of them is occasionally severely handled by “»se
in his works, although he accords to them éﬁ B .~
when seemingly due. Besides theology and philos
he studied physics, astronomy, medicine, and clV
ecclesiastical law. He afterwards at Padua
theology his special study, became  doctor ot
and civil law, and was ordained a priest.
Vanini’s father, although a worthy man,
well to do, and had left his son no fortune. 1
doctor and priest was therefore poor, but he
his poverty with honor and courage. “All S-ed the
he writes, for those who love ; have we not bra .d]ly
most piercing colds of winter at Padua, with wre io
insufficient raiment, animated solely by the uc (|is
learn ?” When he had completed his studies ' rOpe,
city he found himself prepared tq travel through J S
to visit the academies, and to assist at the cOl\ie HJS

[o—

can°fl

was nf

of the learned. According to his own writings» .jsjting
have travelled over the greater part of Europe»

not only the whole of Italy, but also France,
Holland, and Germany. Fathers Mersenne and jife,
the two principal authorities for the facts o cp

inform us that before his execution at Toulouse at
fessed before the Parliament there assembled gt ¢
Naples, before starting on his tour, he and *“ |I?

his friends had formed the project of journey* e}
Europe to promulgate Atheism, and that Franc ~jpi,
his share. M. Rousselot, however, the editoroy”~pi5
stigmatises this as a libellous detraction from ~ quil
character, and declares that he was obliged atiup>
Italy, where his lectures recalled those of PorH, e
and seek refuge in France, where he published
principal works, the A mphith catnunHElcniceP f," yiA'r{
<fc., at Lyons in 1615, and the De Ad»i/ran“B* c[iS%f
Regina, &c., in 1616. Everywhere he went he cNjg-oed
and expounded, arousing the opposition of the

and extorting the admiration of the independen -,
Lyons he was compelled to flee to London to & IrjP
burnt, and even at the fatter placé h&>Was 0"a
for forty-nine days by the zealous religionists 0™ be”
metropolis. This happened in 1614, five Ye .S ,
his death. = Father Mersenne alleges that abou” fer*
he entered a convent of Guienne, where he ni’ L
professions of faith, but whence he was j~LVESS qy
depraved conduct ; but, as M. Rousselot o if

is an allegation advanced without proof. k ,
Father deemed it his duty to cite the fact, A8 o ~ pf®'C
to have recognised an obligation no less grCl ctot j
itt. At Paris Vanini had for host and P/QuirTie>"\so
Marshal de Bassompierre, whose almoner he be ~ (Cp
to whom he dedicated his second great work. RoKi
he enjoyed the friendship of the Papal Nunc * ff*f [y
Ubaldini, Bishop of Politio, whose richéib"ijpptu;"
him invaluable opportunity for stud). But Ryjgyder-f
uneasy and adventurous spirit impelled him to ‘paris

a knight-errant of philosophy, and he qudtcthepe
Toulouse. There happened, however, J  fe.. fi
circumstance which fully justified his depu’tjy

two works above cited had been examined “ the K vy
by the censors of the Sorbonne ; but as

particular made a great noise, the Sorbotm”

afresh and condemned it tp the flames,
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Rowsed Of (e roducing tiee ideas aff e-inswk/ subindthe
(u tc ' mpos/ors, nay, even of reprinting the work itself;
O jas a natter of fact, this work, although much talked
hed Is.never been seen by any one, and probably never
"ith  StenCe' This charge of plagiarism is on a par

Peach’ statement °f Father Mersenne, that Vanini’'s
neQC 'In& and writing had perverted so many young

fdio ~°ctors and poets, that he had 50,000 Atheistic

this\"~°u'ouse Vanini found his life overshadowed by
°f hisCntence tte Sorbonne, and before long the fate
o ¢ )\Orxbecame his own also. He was accustomed
Phils 1 conferences with his friends on matters of
Prin °f>ay > by one of these, a respectability named
fo,0n0n- be was denounced as an impious heretic. The

aR’\,are the words of. Father Garasse, which may,

............................

V 'r & a specinerroftte style in'Which the énémies ot
aaini speak of him : “ Lucilio Vanini was a Neapolitan
fe y>who had roamed over all Italy in search ot fiesn
and over great part of France as a pedant. |his

,” edrascal, having arrived at Gascogne in the year-
to erideavored to disseminate his own madness, and
soPf arich harvest of impiety, thinking to have found
\vitt SUsceptible to his teachings ; he insinuated himselt
fr. . effrontery amongst the nobles and gentry, as
kly,as if he had been a domestic, and acquainted
"all the humors of the great; but he met with spirits
V,.estrong and resolute in the defence of truth than he
'mn;’c aglned- The first who discovered his horrible
SoL V es Was a gentleman named Francon, possessed ot
pr sense. Ithappened that towards the end ot 161b
abra™°n’ having gone to Toulouse, as he was esteemed
sdv v “endeman and an agreeable companion, soon
excdi self visited by an Italian, reported to -be an
nOwve,ent Philosopher, and one who propounded many
fire 1 and startling curiosities. This man spoke such

[11H

ittir'lns’ such novel propositions, and such agreeable
‘Spis>that he easily attached himself to Francon,
gfyﬁ]§§§égmy of the supple and serviceable disposition
be G Vpocritical nature. Having made an opening,
kazar(l, >l \ to insert the wedge ; little by little he
Jattil, n(’ 'rns ambiguous, and every way dangerous,
ae disCo °nfser able to contain the venom of his malice,
?ys that\F ed himself entirely.” The worthy Father
after j?nc°n’s first impulse was to poniard Vanini,

| sthatV «"IOW he preferred to denounce him. It was
Peered 1aninl>who perhaps had fallen into a trap, was
vamond 'nto e hands of the law. The President
~ th or of the History of France under Louis
115°ftheeS.an account of the trial which ensued,
b'chya fetched arguments for the existence of God
a * m ss ? * in answer to interrogations con-
eph°ut s, ehefin Deity. One cannot read these last
t]'Inte coniSPeCtin- ‘'shat the arraigned culprit, with
judirpc dI1PI>was expending his masterly irony on
frit*s that h °© Wecre trying him. Gramond himself
s 0n vanitv reasoned S0, not __from conviction, bl_.lt
Kine eRaritapd feap~ Iiis jiigg'Bi npparently tepk fHe
aliv to have Lye Vilew ¢f the case, for they copdemned
- “ve his tongue cut out, and the faU mirnt

S5 puring the trial Rig 6OYTAPE SRML v mu inimi «
& ant>but |ndom*table heroism of Bruno are not
sak™ the QQ rare as the fabled phoenix. He confessed,
cliju¥be t0 ,, Manion, and professed a readiness to
des) leVed anCtemets of the Church, which he-ecertainly
Haa~d &l ho/ despPised; but when the sentence
Wes i°C Vercd h°Pe e away the Christian mask,
H ggess bggw@ fatural dignity. The fearful suspense

X, take. I%tthan the certainty of havin to'stand

|i€§§l °n this 08 not ﬁypecritically be hdrsh in our
0 and man ; rather let us reprobate that

tig>cing alnt’lerance which could be the means
niturally proud spirit to such degrada-

Metvrve,” Fvevg?u at\) rl§|/ mt

! at Toulouse, on the Place St.
cauuotbe denied.

) 19> 1619. That he died bravely
bg(sjl{ggggjtngfl Le Mercure Frangois, which cannot
'y otinlllas.~P-tiality towards him, reports “ that
°NCjgr:  .»an eVeiconstancy, patier]ce, and fortitude as
these ~ "crie seen ; for, setting forth from the
Philo *'r' and elate, he pronounced in Italian
Pile, ijg er-” let us die cheerfully like a
k ,.Cried O . 1@®is a report that, on seeing the
leVe g ’'p-h, my God! On which one said,

*cd then ; and he retorted, No ; it's a

fashion of speaking. Father Garasse says that he
uttered many other notable blasphemies, refused to ask
forgiveness of God, or of the king, and died furious and
defiant. So obstinate, indeed, was he that pincers had
to be employed to pluck out his tongue, in order duly
to execute the sentence of the law. The President
Gramond writes : “ 1 saw him in the tumbril, as they
led him to execution, mocking the Cordelier who had
been sent to exhort him to repentance, and insulting our
Savior by these impious words : ‘He sweated with fear
and weakness, and I, | die undaunted.”” Thus perished
Vanini, at the age of thirty-four, a victim to religious
bigotry, to the last an obstinate heretic.

Vanini’'s scepticism was of the most pronounced
character ; in fact, it is very doubtful whether he had
any belief at all in the existence of God ; certainly he
was declared an Atheist by his persecutors, and put to
death as such. In the Amphitheatre he undertakes to
defend Providence against the malicious attacks of
precedent Atheists, such as Diogoras, Protagoras, and
others. But his replies to their arguments are wretchedly
weak, and he constantly falls back upon Holy Scripture as
an all-sufficient answer to objectors; admitting, however,
that the Atheists are still unconvinced, seeing that they
regard the Bible as he does /Esop’s Fables or the
dreams of old women. In the Dialogues on Nature he
passes in review all beliefs, discussing them with the
utmost verve and audacity, and forgetting not the
impostures of priests, whose institutions are to him but
pious frauds. The mask worn in the Amphitheatre is
here lifted enough to show the features concealed. No
wonder it brought upon him the judgment of death.

Vanini was one of the most hardy and enlightened
spirits of his century. Mixed with graver matter, there
are in his writings a number of superstitions and
examples of false science, such as are to be found in
every author of the time ; but this in no way detracts
from his greatness. He was one of the most sceptical
in an age of intellectual revolt, a champion of reason
against the power of authority. In the prime of his life
he perished at the stake, bravely and defiantly, notwith-
standing his previous moments of weakness. He, too,
wears the crown of martyrdom, and is enrolled in the
Freethought calendar of saints as a heroic warrior in
the cause of human redemption. G. W. Foote.

Cinderella Science.

I'f the diseases of society consist in the weakness of its faith
in the existence of the God of the theologians, in a future
state, and in uncaused volitions, the indication, as the doctors
say, is to suppress Theology and Philosophy, whose bicker-
ings about things of which they know nothing have been the
prime cause and continual sustenance of that evil scepticism
which is the Nemesis of meddling with the unknowable.

Cinderella is modestly conscious of her ignorance of these
high matters. She lights the lire, sweeps the house, and
provides the dinner ; and is rewarded by being told that she
IS a base creature, devoted to low and material interests.
But in her garret she has fairy visions out of the ken of the
pair of shrews who are quarrelling downstairs. She sees the
order which pervades the seeming disorder of the world ; the
great drama of evolution, with its full share of pity and terror,
but also with abundant goodness and beauty, unrolls itself
before her eyes ; and she learns, in her heart of hearts, the
lesson, that the foundation of morality is to have done, once
and for all, with lying ; to give up pretending to believe that
for which there is no evidence, and repeating unintelligible
propositions about things beyond the possibilities of know-
ledge.
S%e knows that the safety of morality lies neither in the
adoption of this or that philosophical speculation, or this or
that theological creed, but in a real and living belief in that
fixed order of nature which sends social disintegration upon
the track of immorality, as surely as it sends physical disease
after physical trespasses. And of that firm and lively faith it
is her high mission to be the priestess.—Professor Huxley,
“ Collected Essays,” vol. ix., pp. 145, 146.

A West African, on a visit to England in connection with a
missionary society, was shown a collection of photographs.
“What is this?” he asked, gazing wonderingly at one of
them. *“ That is a snapshot taken during a scrimmage at a
Rugby football game.” *“ But has your Church no mission-
aries to send among these people ?” ‘he demanded.— Have.
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Keep the Devils Out of Children.

W illiam Kingdon Clifford, one of the greatest men
of this century, said: “ If there is one lesson that
history forces upon us in every page, it is this :— Keep
your children away from the priest, or he will make
them the enemies of mankind.”

In every orthodox Sunday-school children are taught
to believe in devils. Every little brain becomes a
menagerie, filled with wild beasts jrom hell. The
imagination is polluted with the deformed, the mon-
strous, and malicious. To fill the minds of children
with leering fiends—with mocking devils—is one of
the meanest and basest of crimes. In these pious
prisons— these divine dungeons— these Protestant and
Catholic inquisitions—children are tortured with these
cruel lies. Here they are taught that to really think is
wicked ; that to express your honest thought is blas-
phemy ; and that to live a free and joyous life, depend-
ing on fact instead of faith, is the sin against the Holy
Ghost.

Children thus taught— thus corrupted and deformed—
become the enemies of investigation— of progress. They
are no longer true to themselves. They have lost the
veracity of the soul. In the language of Professor
Clifford, “ they are the enemies of the human race.”

So I say to all fathers and mothers: Keep your children
away from priests ; away from orthodox Sunday-schools ;
away from the slaves of superstition.

They will teach them to believe in the Devil ; in hell ;
in the prison of God ; in the eternal dungeon, where the
souls of men are to suffer for ever. These frightful
things are a part of Christianity. Take these lies from
the creed, and the whole scheme falls into shapeless ruin.
This dogma of hell is the infinite of savagery— the dream
of insane revenge. It makes God a wild beast—an
infinite hyena. It makes Christ as merciless as the
fangs of a viper. Save poor children from the pollution
of this horror. Protect them from this infinite lie.

— From IngersolVs new lecture on “ The Devil."

The Land of Pain.

T here is a land whose lurid shore
Resounds with maniac cries,

Where seas of boiling brimstone roar
And lash the sulphurous skies,

Where frantic ghosts, all stung with pain,
Jump from the scalding tide,

But evermore fall back again :
The second death they’ve died.

With sickening hearts the angels gaze,
Then turn away to sing,

With formal smiles, the formal praise
Of heaven'’s ruthless king.

And shuddering saints before the throne,
With choking voice, declare

The sweetest sight they’'ve ever known
Is—loved ones writhing there.

“ Oh ! Sweet the will of God,” they cry,
And, on his lips upcurled,

That smile of sarcasm makes reply
Which chills the shrinking world.

“ Oh ! Sweet the will of God,” they cry,

— Freethought Magazine.

The Elders swung their censers forth,
And fell before the throne,

And Angels’ songs declared the worth
Of Him and Him alone.—

* * * * *

But look 1That Saint has dropped his harp,
His eyes are stark and wild,

His breath iscoming swift and sharp,
But God—has only smiled.

The Saint is staring at the Pit,
A stony, maniac stare ;

It gleams again ! he points at IT !
He shrieks : “ My mother’s there !

“I’ll praise no more " Th’ Almighty turns
(Cold, self-contained, severe),

One glance, from which an angel learns
That Saint must not be here ;

Swift as a flash the Angel flies,
But, paralysed with dread,

The Saint stands rigid. From his eyes
The spark of mind has fled.

The Angel binds him fast with chains ;
All Heaven quaking stands ;

The Lord looks fixedly, nor deigns
To voice his stern commands —

A terror-stricken silence falls,
And ev'ry murmur’s hushed,—

Lest thought rebel, e’en thought appalls,
And ev'ry thought is crushed.

The Angel sets his nerves like steel,
And knits his lips and brow ;

His instant, unreflecting zeal
Had never paused till now ;

He lifts the rebel high in air,
And hurls him down th’ abyss,

And, as he sinks amid the glare,
Great jets of sulphur hiss.

God waves his hand ; the trumpets tell
'Tis time the shout to raise,

And mingle with the shrieks of Hell
Heav’'n’s triumphant roar of praise ;

The Angels twang their harps again
And sing their formal songs,

And hide in smiles the inward pain
Eternity prolongs.

As victims, on the altar bound,
Are wreathed with many a flower ;—
Bedecked with smiles, the angels sound
The praise of boundless power.

But he who made the moral law
Above it sits confessed —

No pang disturbs his calm, nor flaw
His unimpassioned rest ;

Two streams, to swell his glory, blend
Their satisfying flow ;

Utter prostration in his friend,
.Vnd torture to his foe :

Untrammelled, changeless, absolute,
Eternal, and alone ;

He sows, and seeks one only fruit,
The splendor of his throne.

H. W. Boyd Mac

How to Help Us.

ApRM 2, 18%9-

“ Whatever he ordain ;

Submit, ye saints, and prostrate lie (1) Get your newsagent to take a few copies of the ~lies tha

and try to sell them, guaranteeing to take the c

However great the pain. remain. unsold. ~ Yol
“What though the fire their nerves inflame? (2) Take an_ extra copy (or more), and circulate it an’ te
He does it for a test, acquaintances. ~in,

(3) Leave a copy of the Freethinker now and then in the
car, or the omnibus.
(4) Display, or get displayed, one of our contents-shefjel-\s
are of a convenient size for the purpose. Mr.
send them on application. vin™"
(5) Get your newsagent to exhibit the Freethinker in the

To see if ye will still proclaim
Whate'er he does is best.

“ Let feeling, judgment, reason, thought,
Be crushed, and call them * pride ’;
Look on the tortures, and be taught
He will be glorified !”

They ceased, and with voluptuous throes
The trumpets pealed aloud st
A shout—* Promote his glory I'—rose Everything that thou reprovest in another, thou I!
From all that countless crowd. all take care that thou art not thyself guilty of.-v-
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Book Chat.

4 5 * lumber of the Literary Guide (Watts & Co.) opens
MGK ar/cle on “The Meaning of Faith,” by Mr. Joseph
Rdi?; e _™- Charles E. Hooper writes on “ A Possible
fojih m°® Reason.” Mr. F. J. Gould banters the Spectator
M. jj °asense about God. The “ Chat” this month is with
rie\Vsrtat Flowerdew, the novelist. There are the usual
loga.?| Paragraphs to interest readers who don't like
la.e ffes’ Xhe supplement is a good stew-down of the
Grheni essor Clifford’'s Lectures and Essays, by Mr. C. T.

* *

F .

M<aelJrlsing journalists have been comparing Mr. Charles
ado eon’s hook, In His Steps, to a prairie-fire in literature,
C iaylng il isa second Uncle Tom's Cabin. It has sold b

u? thousands in.America, the land of its birth, an
that. a"'a-dozen competing publishers are selling ‘t at prices
Slips from a penny upwards. The root idea of In His
o CA'SInie as that QL Stead’s hysterical work, 1f Christ
ipurrdsm ©8°! butviwnhilst Jtkéld’s ok B at iedsh Clevelr
itenl Ism’ (h's volume has no more claim to be considered
and : ethan the average tract or pill advertisement. It is
the Mmpt tO portrav the practical effect of the Sermon on
makel.d'1], A1 the actions of the tinker, tailor, candlestick-
dy -rant’ the rest of them. Mr. Sheldon is not a latter-
Aryii"°mas a Kempis, although some of the howling
great aes 'll I1c press would have us believe it. There is too
of 0,-T'un between the ecstatic meditations ot The Imitation
merij.  and this modern American parody, it, indeed, it
literatn \ea that name. The book is not to be criticised as
/& is merely a portent and sign of the times. It
ist 1 ®the same sentimentalists as the photogravure ot
litho[r..", . e stricken husband at the wife’s death-bed, or the
lals 5" cJesus rebuking theJin-de-siecle diners in swallow-
trehi/..? expansive shirt fronts, whilst the Redeemer wears
Stefato « i.and halo of tradition. As for comparing In His
hetiveen - remPis, >t would be fatuity to hazard a comparison
such a work as Uncle Tow's Cabin, which

SO slight claims to literary recognition.
*

*

B«tcetV r lulsinS v»l“me of

uod Grile’s” peculiar humor is tog well
°ur readers to need any description. TIgs,Uolume
5to his usual excellence:

SIBINGSh 20 by tne VBRSNS A ST el WAL

sotreu- G2 m°re demonstrated thatadran. P
W gtnK more than strength of theme and beautv
8e toprove effective in the theatre.

, Of

20doiog®Offr® Mortimer has ventured into 1110MN0N

~Woul) >t S new book on Human Love ( on the
wriou,L Mr- Mortimer writes ably, present
e*lst, i, S of sex onion that have existed. Chapters

dey/te, World. and of love customs a°d rites. N Mr
MrtimJdi_t° prostitution and tree Love between

R/ ca things'out very plainly the connection”

Iisng y B&h gqgl BreanEd spiritual emotion. He alleges

r'stiji], Senseslr,T'i-°m a c°nimon original—the gratifica-
-Otlts © f * ' his remarkable book will be read eagerly

lefs. - “-mOlogy. aAd &i€6 Hy Mir. Mortirmer’s momerous

(h//Jo announce that Mr. Andrew Lang’s

Silver j ib  “Yan "’ill shortly be added to the
Correspondence.
T A matter of science.

"} .1° TIE EDITOr of “the freethinker.

»'sby// ex.Plan™/hat Mr. Strickland has ignored my argi
°f of */'and that lie still holds that Mr. Cohe
"ed mCl he mdus scientific blunders. With a bolt
iyat,, /at tlie ,..Ecrfectly unconscious, Mr. Strickland ha

* “ 2, o - e 1 i !
a/jfs2RFu I ITAeRe Al iR HHe b offf aiChitint
it .Prdinarvt at the temperature of the air” II:
in&* is rl'ie- Yveti Perature of the lowerstrata of the air
ofPuttiiw/able of nS = 36t due to the combination whic
“kNsot Pr'varj t| Uc,ng the wet fluid called water. An
f.Kown,n he jio,lesu unproven and untenable inference
or'fes thiy'entific fyefes, us that he has |imited himsglf t
Qtfide theldr 18 4° affitom At Hie same itime he rankly eoi
anicl¥*un of ii||1n,/.etc nt 1o diseuss various questior

shy Mr .physical science that the greater p;

«t-ohen and Dr. Keeling read to him li

ti
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Isheer nonsense. Would it not be better to instruct himself a
little more before proceeding to misinstruct a writer who is
able to deal with subjects confessedly beyond Mr. Strickland’s
comprehension ?

I will try to illustrate to him the nature of his position by
comparisons. Somebody alleges that a man’s death is caused
by a bullet passing through the brain. A learned physiologist
starts up and declares that this is a serious scientific blunder,
and that death is not due to the firing of the bullet, but to the
“accident ” that vitality departs when the brain is seriously
injured. What would Mr. Strickland say to such a conten-
tion ; or to a man who said that the explosiveness of gun-
powder or dynamite was not due to the combination of the
ingredients, but was caused by the accidental circumstance
that such a mixture or compound happened to possess the
quality of explosiveness ; or to a man who said that the time-
indicating powers of a clock were not due to the combination
of its parts, but to the “accident” that such a structure
happened to possess such powers ? A scientific man should
know that science excludes accident, and relies only on the
proven order of nature, with its unvarying sequence of event.

I will put the question of causation in another way. Take
two vessels full of oxygen gas and hydrogen gas. Keep them
as long as you like, expose them to arctic cold or tropic
heat if you so choose, mix the gases if you will ; but so long as
you subject them only to ordinary conditions they will remain
dry gases. Combine them chemically, however, by exploding
the mixture, and wetness results as soon as the product cools
to a temperature below the boiling point of water. Wetness
(at ordinary temperatures) will invariably follow such a com-
bination of oxygen and hydrogen. The wetness is a conclud-
ing stage of a sequence of event. Why, then, is it not a
non-sequence or consequence of the combination which is a
preceding stage of the sequence ? What do we mean by the
whole language of causation if the combination is not to be
regarded as the determining cause of that which invariably
follows under normal conditions? And what is the use of
telling us that there is “ not a shadow of a proof” in such
cases ? What other proof is possible but that of oft-repeated
experience ?

In cases of dispute it is generally advisable to search out
the explanation, and, if possible, the reconciliation, of the
conflicting opinions. In the present instance the different

BMsgisws appear to me to arise from the fact that the practically-

determining cause (chemical combination forming 1120) is
not the whole cause nor the whole series of causational links.
Some of us fix our attention on the chemical combination
which introduces the altered properties, while others look for
a more immediate cause or link, which, in this case, they may
ps find in the general law that matter exists in three
states (solid, liquid, and gaseous), which are dependent on
temperature, etc. From the latter point of view, temperature
and atmospheric pressure are the causes of the liquidity of
water—though 1 still fail to see that this general law is re-
sponsible for the wetness which distinguishes the liquid con-
dition of water from the liquid or molten condition of the
metals which constitute some three-fourths of the elements.
If it be said that the wetness of water is due to some unascer-
tained circumstance, | would not quarrel with such a view,
provided the unscientific word “ accident” is not introduced.
I should merely say that the first view is at least permissible,
and is quite capable of including the other views. | can
believe a doctor If he ascertains that stoppage of the heart’s
action is the immediate cause of the death of a man who has
been shot through the brain ; but, at the same time, | should
protest that he was thoroughly in the wrong if he attempted
to upset the practical common-sense verdict of a jury who
decided that the death was caused by the firing of a loaded

un.
g As to Mr. Cohen’s alleged “ misstatements,” they are per-
fectly true if the qualifying phrase, “ under normal condi-
tions,” is understood, as it would be by all except hypercritical
objectors. If | said that snow was white, or that grass was
green, would it be fair to charge me with misstatement on
the ground that snow is sometimes pink, or that grass is
yellow, or even black, when scorched by the sun or a furnace ?
Are authors of text-books on chemistry to be convicted of gross
ignorance or inaccuracy when they tell us that hydrogen is a
gas, whereas, under certain highly abnormal conditions, it
can be liquefied, or even solidified? Is it an unpardonable
scientific blunder to say that iron is solid, unless we also add
“ at ordinary temperature ” ?

The eighth and ninth paragraphs of Mr. Strickland’s
second letter contain more flaws of language and logic than
I care to criticise in detail. W. IL. Bali..

Visiting Parson—* Surely on this, the day we opened the
new church, the town ought to have kept sober.” Resident
Parson—"“ I'm afraid that is the event they are celebrating.”—
Sydney Bulletin.

Salvation Army Lassie—" Well, dear brother, how is your
soul to-day ?” Patient (rather deaf, thinking of his com-
Flaint)—“ Much better, thank you. 1 had a poultice on it
ast night.”
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC. WORKS BY CHARLES WATTS.

[Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, + 4 E CLAIMS OF CHRISTIANITY EXAMINED. ER"?1

and be marked “ Lecture Notice,” if notsent on post-card.] A RATIONALIST STANDPOINT. 64 pp., 6d., by P°s' *
LONDON. THE TEACHINGS OF SECULARISM COMPARE
The Athenaeum Hall (73 Tottenham Court-road, W.) : 7.30, WITH ORTHODOX CHRISTIANITY, is., by post is-
G-BW- Foote, “BThe Ro_mm‘cet_(’f the Resuueﬁ:jo”-" ¢ 830 at g SECULARISM : DESTRUCTIVE AND CONSTR*-
Bradlaugh élub and Institute (36 Newington Green-road, AGNOSTICISM AND CHRISTI;AN dTI—éEISM d f
Ball's Pond): 8.30, A Concert. IS THE MORE REASONABLE? 3d., by posted.
Camberwell (North Camberwell Hall, 16 New Church-road): A REPLY TO FATHER LAMBERT'S “ TACTICS
March 31, Ball. April 1, at 7, Debating Class—H. W. Belsey, INFIDELS." 6d., by post 7d. jo
“The Literature of Socialism and Secularism.” Sunday, at 730, THEOLOGICAL PRESUMPTION. An Open Letter
Dance and Entertainment. the Rev. Dr. It. F. Burns, of Halifax, N.S. 2d., by post -2

South London Ethical Society (Surrey Masonic Hall, Cam- 14 E NATURAL AND THE SUPERNATURAL -1
berwell New-road, S.E.): 11.15, Discussion; 7, J. Clarke, M.A., BELIEF AND KNOWLEDGE 3d., by post 4d ' t

“ Arbitration : Its Needs and Possibilities.”
EVOLUTION AND SPECIAL CREATION. 3d” b-1
Open-air Propaganda. 4d
Battersea Park Gates: 11.30, F. A. Davies, "The First SCIENCE AND THE BIBLE. 4d., by post 3d.

Easter Morn.” . |
Hyde Park (nearMarble Arch): 11.30, R. P. Edwards, “What B!BLE MORALITY : Its Teachings Shown to be Con

Would Jesus Do?”" dictory and Defective as an Ethical Guide. 3d., by POS.,er,\L
Hampstead Heath (near Flagstaff): 3.15, E. Pack. SECULARISM : ITS RELATIOM TO THE SOL
KiLBURN (corner of Victoria-road) : 7, R. I'. Edwards, “ What PROBLEMS OF THE DAY. 2d. by post 2>"d. Np

Would Jesus Do?” SECULARISM: IS IT FOUNDED ON REASON AN
Mile End Waste: 11.30, E. Pack. IS IT SUFFICIENT TO MEET THE WANTS Of -}YaH
The Triangle (Salmon Lane, Limehouse): 11.30, Stanley Jones. KIND? Debate between the Editor of the s{y
Stratford (The Grove): 11.30, A lecture. (Halifax, N.S.) and Charleswatts. With Prefatory L‘ juc-
Victoria Park (near the Fountain): 3.15, R. I'. Edwards, G. J. Holyoake and Colonel R. G. Ingersoll, and an 1

“What Would Jesus Do?” tion by Helen H. Gardener, is., by post is. 2d.

W estminster(Grosvenor Embankment): 11.30, W. J. Ramsey,
“The Gospel of Secularism.”

COUNTRY.
Glasgow (Lecture Hall, no Brunswick-street) : 12, Discussion

SAINTS AND SINNERS : WHICH ? 3d. by P°st4 j.
WHY DO RIGHT ? A Secularist’'s Answer. 3d-=>h? P°/j
EDUCATION : TRUE AND FALSE. 2d. by Postip \\

Class— Impromptu Speeches ; 6.30, A lecture. THE SUPERSTITION OF THE CHRISTIAN SUN1"
Great Yarmouth Freethinkers’ Association (Freethinkers’ A Plea for Liberty and Justice. 3d., by post 4d. pPQR

Hall, bottom of Broad-row). Thursdays, at 8.30, Elocution Class. THE EXISTENCE OF GOD ; OR, QUESTIONS

Sunday, at 7, J. M. Headley, " Did Christ Rise from the Dead ?” THEISTS. 2d., by post 2j~d. n
Hull (Friendly Societies’ Hall, No. 2 Room): W. Gibson, London : Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, pleet-streeb ™~ .

“ Disestablishment and Disendowmentof the Church of England.”
Liverpool (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square): J. M. Robertson

—3, “The Revival of Catholicism”; 7, “The Indestructibility of
Freethought THE BEST BOOK

Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockingham-

street): 7, Willie Dyson, “ The Story of the Resurrection.” ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, | BELIEVE,
Stockton (Borough Hall Dining Room): H. Percy Ward—

11, “ The Rights of Women ”; 3, “Jesus the Infidel”; 6.30, “ How TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND PRaCT

Christianity has Cursed Humanity.” OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

, By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.S.S- "
Lecturers’ Engagements.

' C. Cohen, 17 Osborne-road, High-road, Leyton.—April 9, 160 pages, until portrait an_d a_utograph, bound in cloth, .
Birmingham ; 16, m., Limehouse ; a., Victoria Park ; 23, a., Vic- Price is., post free. f ifee
toria Park ; e., Athenaeum, Tottenham Court-road ; 30, m., Mile |n order to bring the information within the reach of d,e ™ Of P
End ; a., Victoria Park ; e., Athenaeum. May 3, Mile End Waste ; most important parts of the book are issued in a pamp |]Jet for

7 and 14, Manchester ; 21, Birmingham Conference. pages at one penny, post free 2d. Copies of the P-1 1
) distribution-is--a-dozenrpast.free. X
Arthur B. Moss, 44 Credon-road, S.E.— April 23, e,, Edmon- I he National Reformer of September 4, 1892, sajs‘ Ofthl
ton. May 7, a., Victoria Park ; 14, a. and e., Brockwell Park ; 21, Holmes pamphlet....... is an almost unexceptional stateine". iib
a., Victoria Park. Neo-Malthusian theory and practice....... and throughpu

to moral feeling....... The special value of Mr. Holmes S a||,/B
H. Percy Ward, 5 Alexandra-road, Edgbaston, Birmingham. the Neo-Malthusian cause and to human well-being getj. O( t=
— April 2, Stockton ; 16, Glasgow. just his combination in his pamphlet of a plain statemfn' c(nri
physical and moral need for family limitation with a Pla't all ™
of the means by which it can be secured, and an oftej*
POSITIVISM ce™cN e requisites at the lowest possible p”Cebrysdal« pr-
- The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr, 1 *
Allbutt, and others, have also spoken ofit in very big
The trade supplied by R. Forder, 28 Sosatiaa=sic >
E.C. Other orders should be sent to the author,

J. R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAGE,

" Reorganisation, without god or king, by the systematic.
Worship of Humanity.”

Information and publications on the Religion of Humanity

may be obtained free on application to the Church of ’ o« - ' - 6d
Humanity, Newcastle-on-Tyne. W. J. Rendell's “Wife's Frie
Recommended by Mrs. Besant in Law of Population, P %B*I*

Church of Humanity, Dr. Allbutt in Wife's Handbook, p. 51. Made ONE' *fedit"

19 CHAPEL-St., LAMB'S CONDUIT-St., HOLBORN, W.C. Chadwell-street, Clerkenwell; 2s. per doz., post frce gjope-
in larger quantities). For particulars send stamped en

W ednesday, April 5, 1899, at 8 p.m., Address to Inquirers b .
v AP P : a y Important Caution. 4
Mr. Malco!m Qum Beware of useless imitations substituted by some tb/cil,"
( Of the Church of Humanity, Newcastle-on-Tyne). chemists, the words “ Rendell & Co,” and “J. IF; pub*L1’
All Seats Free. being speciously and plausibly introduced to deceive
Look for Autograph Registered Trade MAR*
“ ~ A 'S JESUS CHRIST A SOCIALIST?"
“ ~jOD IS LOVE: IS IT TRUE?”
16 ., post free 2d. each. ,
Pp- P No. 182,688

By Conrad Naewiger, Sydney-terrace, Londesborough-

Street, Hull. E0ON1L
In Red Ink on each box, without which none aRr”

“ Effective propagandist instruments."—Agnostic Journal. . i
Higginson’s Syringe, with Vertical and Reverse Clji* [in-d
_ 4s. 6d., and 5s. 3d. Dr. Pdlfrey’s Powder, is. 2d* ~cr ;0%
. NON POISONOUS PAINTS. pound, is. 2d. Dr. Allbutt's Quinine Powders, 3s** N
Resist all Atmospheric Influences. Samples Free. J. Greevz prices post free. 1

Fisher, 78 Chapel Allerton, Leeds ; or S. R. Thompson, 25 Chals-
worth-avenue, Walton, Liverpool. W. J. RENDELL, 15 Chadwell-st., Clerkenwe *
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Now Ready.

INGERSOLL'S GRAND NEW LECTURE

ON

SuPERSTITION

Which is attracting immense audiences in America.

Forty-eight Pages.

Price Sixpence.

LONDON :

Peculiar

an open

people

letter

TO

JUSTICE WILLS

ON Ills SENTENCING

Thornas George Senior

Our Months' Imprisonment with Hard Labor

FOR OBEYING THE BIBLE.

BY

u G. W. FOOTE.
o by t

He Secular Society (.Ltd.), 376-7 Strand, Lon

One Penny-
ns Mar&&lg S‘F * 12, Nl wsprifoecudssotinginonad ©2s. poérHhuntteed.
Or”~'ng to \]-es 5an be obtained by N. S. S. Branches,
OMr. u j>Is* *ance, Secretary, 376-7 Strand, London,
order, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

h\
faites’ Household Doctor.

i A
tnr”bs

Uure ti]eln

THE BEST BOOK

y°uare n°t as wenas y°uwoum hke
reuwr” a Treatise on most Diseases
|th Herbs, which are Nature’s Remedies

' PRICE Nixi'enck—Post Free.
2 Church-row, Stockton-on-Tees.

List of Prices Free.

(€9) °nly a Few Copies Left.
VITE

to, 84 B VITE  -go-
' By Ludwig Buchner. Redncec
Lndn . by post 25 1od. "
: /{ ) )
$% ?ONl rder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C,

0"y se(eb'r~TEp'i?T}i'e s Dentist, 333 Strand (opposis<r Somersel
bl, ““VULCANITE, as. 6d. eacfr; upper o.

ORonJ' fo'ir hourVuaI|ty 4s. each ; upper or lower, £2,
stOiws- -p R ~Yot, aen required ; repalrmg cr alteration:
""ifj, eeth on ,.Pay m°re than the above, tbry arc font)

A |extrarl"UInJ 7s< Blleeach : on 18 ct- gold, 15s.;
<Uon,is, ; painless by gasr S»

R. FORDER, 28 STONECUTTER-STREET, E.C.

Just arrived from America.

Ingersoll’s Newest Lecture.

THE DEVIL.

Full of Wit,

In this Lecture Colonel Ingersoll replies to the preachers who
have criticised his lecture on Superstition by saying he is
attacking a man of straw. It is one of his sharpest and most
convincing efforts.

Humour, Eloquence.

Large Pamphlet, is. 3d., by post Is. 5d.

Also, uniform with the above, by the same author, price is. 3d.
each, by post is. 3d.

Why | am an Agnostic.
edition.

Superstition.

Watts & Co.,

The author’s own original

The author’s own original edition.

London : 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, E.C.

FLOWERS OF FREETHOUGHT

G. W. Foote.

Second Series (cloth), 2s. 6d;

CONTENTS :— Luscious Piety— The Jewish Sabbath— God’s Day
— Professor Stokes on Immortality—Paul Bert—Converting a
Corpse— Bradlaugh’s Ghost— Christ and Brotherhood— The Sons
of God—Melchizedek— S'w’elp me God— Infidel Homes— Are
Atheists Cruel ?— Are Atheists Wicked ?— Rain Doctors— Pious
Puerilities— “ Thus saith the Lord"— Believe or be Damned-—
Christian Charity— Religion and Money—Clotted Bosh—Lord
Bacon on Atheism— Christianity and Slavery— Christ Up to Date
— Secularism and Christianity— Altar and Throne— Martin Luther
— The Praise of Folly— A Lost Soul— Happy in Hell—The Act of
God—Kcir Hardie on Christ—Blessed be ye Poor— Converted
Infidels—Mrs. Booth's Ghost—Talmage on the Bible— Mrs.
Besant on Death and After—The Poets and Liberal Theology—
Christianity and Labor— Duelling— An Easter Egg for Christians
— Down among the Dead Men—Smirchinga Hero— Kit Marione
and Jesus Christ—Jehovah the Ripper—The Parson’s Living
W age— Did Bradlaugh Backslide?— Frederic Harrison on
Atheism—Save the Bible '—Forgive and Forget—The Star of
Bethlehem—The Great Ghost—Atheism and the Frencli Revolu-
tion— Piggottism—Jesus at the Derby—Atheist Murderers—A
Religion for Eunuchs— Rose-W ater Religion.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C,
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NOW READY, STOUT PAPER COVERS, Is.; CLOTH, 2Zs.

THE BOOK OF GOD

IN THE LIGHT OF THE HIGHER CRITICISM.

With Special Reference to Dean Farrar’s New Apology.

By G. W. FOOTE.

Contents:— Introduction—The Bible Canon—The Bible and Science—Miracles and Witchcraft—The Bible an
thought—Morals and Manners— Political and Social Progress— Inspiration—The Testimony of Jesus—The Bible an

Church of England—An Oriental Book— Fictitious Supremacy.

Fref
AN

SOME PRESS OPINIONS:—

'A volume we strongly recommend......... Ought to be in the hands of every earnest and sincere inquirer.”— Reynolds’ Nev>sPa
r_
‘Mr. Foote, the leader of English Secularism, takes the Dean's eloquence to pieces, and grinds the fragments to P°" dwW
. terise’
occasionally, a seventeenth-century bluntness startles the reader of Mr. Foote’s criticisms, his style, as a whole, is CI'Iarl?rCealty g
a masculine honesty and clearness that form a refreshing contrast to Dr. Farrar’s over-jewelled diction......... Mr. Foote '
the Dean is as skilful as it is emphatic."— Ethical World.
ni°st
“ A style at once incisive, logical, and vivacious......... Keen analysis and sometimes cutting sarcasm.......... More interesting **
novels.”—Literary Guide.
LONDON : R. FORDER, 28 STONECUTTER-STREET, E.C.
Coat. Trousers. Vest.
Inches. Inches. Inches. tons
TO N S Length of waist....ccccoees Round waist over Centre of back to
Full length of coat.... trousers OPENING ..ot .
In Weight of Halfwidth of back..... o Inside leg seam ... Centre of back to In Weight °f
Centre back to elbow............ Full length of full length ..o
Centre of back to full TrOUSErS oo Round chest over
Manufacturers’ length of sleeve............. Round thigh... ManufaeturerS
Round chest, close to Round knee.....ccoeeeceeeveecnenn,
armpits, over vest, Round bottom...... . Remnants'
Remnants. MOt COAT. v Lined or unlined........... Please say if vest
Round waist, over Side or cross is to have collar
VESt e pockets .. i OF NOTeiiiii s e

A good, strong, fashionably-cut, well-made

SUIT TO MEASURE FOR 27s. 6d.

Black, Navy, Brown, Fawn, Grey, or Slate Checks, Stripes, Mixtures, or Plain Colors.

Having just purchased over Three Tons in weight of Manufacturers’ Remnants, all in good qualities, perfect, andgl\.ftsf t
Season’s goods, | am making a bold bid for a big rush of trade for the commencement of the Season. Thes et
honestly worth 42s., and | strongly advise all my friends to fdl up self-measurement form and secure one of tn

tional bargains at once. Always remember | return money in full where goods fail to give perfect satisfaction.

New Spring JW.GOTT, agents
2 & 4, Union St” Wanted everywhere fon Clothat

Tea.
B radford ! All widows left with children
NOW Ready. me at once, and | will put somel £a)!

Free Clothing Tea knocks out all our wav by which vou can eaS 1
other teas in a fair competition, and y y by y

SEND POST CARD FOR A SET. secures you clothing for nothing. ios. to 12s. a week.

Patterns
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