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Fighting on Sunday.

taricai  °f e?r*b could exceed the humbug of the
It>and™MOjuSS?tl, Ministers of religion dress, look,
i bee <* differently from other men. Indeed, it
ifrevereiit whether they are men. The witty,
doth as | v’ Sydney Smith, who knew his own
as anybody, once said there were three
evj en>Worner> and clergymen.  Still, they give
viige tLeace of masculinity lin Pratestant EOURLtries,
"tilb at least marry early and breed tree >,
:rn‘lfl]t;i\]" ,Catholic countries they are debarred from
- and left to play cuckoo to the rest of the
cat i)°Pulation. Consequently there is rather less
liwnm’ngst the Catholic priesthood. The vow of
astm” Is bought to be sufficiently exacting, withou
a priyeace ffom general amusements. Under that vow
€IC x >s so devoted to God—that is to say, to the
é‘fgﬁ that he is obvigusity a Levite unger aH iisum-
ir utthe Protestant minister, with his frequently
aher N and often larger family, is so much like
° whbo are husbands and fathers that he is
@kr t0°,Put on professional airs in all companies, in
"dng real|ee”™ PeoP'e >n constant remembrance of his
Joes 0 a Levite, notwithstanding certain appear-
nass>era L *ontrmry- A Catholic priest will drink a
| e Protes®™ a j°ke>and even kiss a pretty girl; whereas
in  ~ minister feels it incumbent upon him, at
I metioMU3'c’ to '°Ok as grave as a candidate for
° Pstrorf’ *° i°rswear recreations, to eschew frivolities,
tli'se feetotalism, to hide his pipe or cigar, to
A al Ster sex as angels rather than women, and
I''maCatbT 0Ol all matters with clerical affectation,
a any ot? Ic Prlest what o’clock it is, and he tells you
rdhisf .her man would ; ask a Protestant minister,
f ”Ovthi ~S0Unds like a quotation from a sermon.
j.@QLr, is s cant of the Protestant men of God, in par-
; $f inaiiSo Well worked into them that it expresses
~Sance'is A4S directions. A Catholic priest, for
a]iSy the Satl?fied if you give a certain part of Sunday
, rest Orning— to your religious devotions, leaving
W&T’W the day for change and a|musement But
Jnister. éspecially in puritan England and
evea S|n>1 America, is never satisfied while you
PinMKdy ?? hour to yourself. He wants to make
hgess can b*Sfra”™e on tbe L°rd's Day, unless hap-
~N&o-luck “Bun<™at church or chapel, in listening to
~ exhort u mus‘c>long-drawn prayers, and hack-
art<tiris, must*hnS ~ "drains, road vehicles, yachts and
ton"a*eries  be kept as still as possible; museums,
dlo>  and publ‘c libraries must be closed ; and
sin/ied unde ec*ures, if permitted at all, must not be
1 §Py meanr conditions. All this, of course,
an(j ay all torK at tbe Protestant men of God want
Wh tfe close emselves, that they detest competition,
V ° anyth; faCe Protectionists. Nevertheless, they
Pretengj Inff rather than avow their real motives.
ck -and cal! acting for our good, instead of their
th~"cratkTIlevery inroad upon their Sunday privileges
X5? are 10sl" ~ed’s holy Sabbath. They feel that
inEour ffeod business but they say that we are

p- m* l,’, ,olbserved however that a man may go on
liatlyle Whn' ‘'mposes upon himself. Was it not
hy@@tu ke bakf that ng ane wag ever a thorough-paced
bl°re SI,  Ved hisown lies ? Being self-deceived,
°rt han essful deceiver. Now something of the
*o pens to the clergy’ in regard to Sabba-
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tarianism. They have canted so much and so long that
they have acquired a certain momentum, and must keep
on doing it. How otherwise can we account for the
conduct of the American clergy, particularly the
Presbyterians, in connection with the late war with
Spain ? They did not denounce the war itself, for their
country stood to gain by it—if empire Is a gain. Like
our English clergy, they keep their denunciations of
war for occasions when their country stands to gain
little, and to lose a great deal, by breaking the peace.
What they did was this—they begged President
McKinley to give orders to all admirals and generals
not to do any fighting on a Sunday. Being a states-
man, or at any rate a politician, President McKinley
did not take this pious tip. When it comes to fighting,
you have to make the most ofevery advantage. You must
keep your eye right on the main chance. That is what
President Lincoln thought when a religious deputation
waited upon him with a view to inducing him to rebuke
General Grant for drinking whiskey’. Whiskey or no
whiskey, Grant was going ahead and winning battles ;
so Lincoln quietly asked the deputation if they knew
what brand of the liquor Grant affected. They replied
that they didn't know. “Well,” said Lincoln, “I
thought, if you did know, that | would send on a few
kegs to the other generals.”

Curiously the Yankee ministers’ advice was acted
upon under the law of contraries. Instead of not fight-
ing on a Sunday, the Yankee commanders did all their
most important fighting on that very day. Dewey
smashed the Spanish fleet at Manila on a Sunday;
Cervera’s squadron was smashed off Santiago on a
Sunday ; and Santiago itself surrendered on a Sunday.
It was really too bad. No wonder the men of God
were thrown into the mumps. They might just as well
retire from business altogether as be flouted in this
astounding fashion.

After chewing the cud for some months, amidst bitter
reflections, the Yankee ministers have returned to the
charge. Once more they beg President McKinley to
give orders that, in case of any future warfare, the
Yankee commanders are to avoid a battle on Sunday.
Even if the enemy show a coming-on disposition, the
Yankee commanders should (the men of God say) put
them off somehow, and induce them to wait till Monday
morning. Both sides, presumably, would spend the
Lord’s Day in prayer; in which case we don't
envy the Lord’s dilemma on the morrow. -How on
earth—or on sea, for that matter—is he to answer both
praying parties? Probably he wouldn’t try to. His
usual method seems to be one of strict neutrality. He
lets the strongest side win, but doesn’'t mind taking
credit for the result, as the losing side has few friends.
Napoleon saw this clearly enough, and he knew what
he was talking about when the subject was fighting.
“ Providence,” he said, “is always on the side of the
big battalions.”

One wonders, on the whole, at the folly of these
Yankee ministers. It is easy enough over there to send
Adventists to prison for keeping the Jewish Sabbath and
attending to their affairs on the Christian Sunday.
People will sacrifice truth, common-sense, and humanity
to religious fanaticism, even in so-called civilised
countries. But they will not sacrifice themselves. And
the war-spirit, when it is fairly aroused, is deeper than
religion. When his blood is well up, man sees nothing
but his enemy, and goes for him in spite of God and
Devil : yes, and in spite of the Church and Sunday

too.
G. W. Foote.
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Destructive Secularism.

A stuay Of controversial methods impresses one with
the large part played therein by question-begging
epithets. In the political world their name is legion,
and in ethical and social matters they are little less
numerous. Indeed, one may fairly assert that the
adoption of a political or social label is as often a mark
of the absence of definite thinking as the ascription of a
label to an opponent is the result of a sheer disinclination
to subject his views to a careful examination. It is so
much more difficult to subject an opposing view of life
to*a careful examination than to brush it on one side
with a contemptuous epithet; the mass of the people,
moreover, take to a word so quickly, particularly if it
has the quality of “ catchiness,” that both interest and
indolence unite in making mere epithets do the duty of
elaborate reasoning.

It was not to be expected that Secularism, and par-
ticularly the Secular Society, should escape being made
the subject of epithets of this character; and with
Christians anxious to brush it on one side as being
worthless, and semi-Rationalists eager to pass as superior
to the ordinary Freethinker, it is quite common to hear
Secularism spoken of as being purely destructive in
character. It is probable that few of those who use the
phrase ask themselves what they really mean by it, or if
they mean anything at all, with the majority its only
recommendation being that it is already in use.

So far as the Christian is concerned, it may be allowed
that there is a certain amount of reason in his using the
phrase. So long as he believes in Christianity, he
reasonably regards Secularism as destroying much that
he considers good and truthful; and, although his survey
of Secularism may be inadequate, still it must represent
to him a force that is largely destructive, and that in an
evil sense. It is when we find those who claim to have
rejected Christianity making use of the same phrase,
speaking of Secularism as “ purely destructive ” or of
themselves as “ purely constructive,” that one wonders
what can be meant by such expressions.

Is it meant that these people refrain from attacking
Christianity altogether? If so, one may reasonably
inquire how it is hoped to build up the higher life of
which so much is said, without destroying the super-
natural beliefs embodied in the current creed ? It
certainly shows anything but wisdom to imagine that
naturalism and supernaturalism can exist side by side
on terms of amity. Every advance of naturalism is so
much territory won from its rival; and itis a simple
impossibility to build up a scheme of life based upon the
natural knowledge of man and his relations without
attacking those supernaturalistic ideas that stand in the
way of such a development. Or is it meant that by
preaching the importance of ethics, or the value of life
independent of all theological considerations, people will
be led to reject Christianity, while Secularism, by
directly attacking it, does but rouse people’s ardor in
its defence ? | do not wish to discuss this view of the
matter at this juncture, but if we grant as much it
follows that the self-styled “ constructives” are really
more iconoclastic than the much-belabored Secularists,
the difference being one of method only So that we
are ultimately brought to this position either the non-
Christians who make use of such phrases are not carry-
ing out the work they pretend to be doing, or they are
blaming Secularists for a fault of which they themselves
are guilty to a much greater degree. Perhaps, however,
ene would not be very wide of the mark in attributing
such language to a parrot-like repetition of Christian
phrases allied to a constitutional timidity at avowing
opinions altogether at variance with the public opinion.

But to return to the Christian, who, as | have said, is
the only one who can speak of “ destructive Secularism ”
with even a pretence of justification. And even here the
phrase is misleading, inasmuch as it not only concen-
trates attention upon one aspect of Secularism to the
exclusion of all others, but fails to take into consideration
ithe. fact that, however destructive the work of Free-
.thought may be, it is destructive in the name of a new
and better synthesis of society, and not in that of a
blind iconoclasm.

There are few people to-day who, on looking over the
negations of the last 150 years, would deny that these
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negations were the harbingers of 2 be;,ffarclfn%ng?%
view of life and its duties. Every TN
established religion has had, as a reason ©Of IS B\
ence, the perception that the removal of _OnNS eXst
was a necessary precursor of a better condition 0 g
ence. Those who aimed at destroying the suPer aB
in morals did so because they found it blinding™ .~&S
the true meaning of right and wrong, branding n
as vices, and labelling vices .as virtues, dwar
nature, and keeping him in intellectual leading-
throughout the whole of his existence. It was

a few people realised that, so long as_peoplo ¢
themselves to such a brutalising conception astl ISy
tian doctrine of hell, it was bound to react disas™"™ "
on human nature ; it was because of the realis au,
this truth that the attempt was made to sweep
side the circle of civilised life. It is true that P_~
may hold, and many do hold, contradictory belie ~ »
each character is, after all, an organic whole , ™ tc
absurd or immoral belief, if sincerely held, is °ctiOs
influence the whole of one’s opinions and =
Underlying all the attacks that have been m ™ ef
religious beliefs is the conviction that, if thes »

are sincerely held, their influence on conduct is : afyto
to render their destruction a necessary prehrni
the establishment of healthier opinions. N hH

| have said that the Christian can only hTS jig ¢
position by fixing his attention on but one <. ®©
Secular activity. To see this clearly one has 1l uctive

remember that whether we call a doctrine des vje<

or constructive depends entirely upon the p°int ctiv

from which we criticise it. In actual life all des

work makes for construction, and all cons e

involves destruction. We will take each O

aspects in its order. . f tj,els*
The four greatest scientific generalisations O

three centuries—the Copernican system of as

the Newtonian law. of universal gravitation, the dle

lesis, and the law of evolution—-were» *
point, the four most destructive agencies in al j»
By the first, the system of cosmogony upon w etely
whole scheme of Christianity rested was ca
destroyed. The earth, hitherto regarded as 11 al
of the universe, was reduced to a mere §Béék—
infinity of worlds, and man’scosmic importancewast /s
cally shattered. By the second, the multitude 0™ the
and angels that guided the planets and regua Uid
movements of matter were banished, and the g

of a mechanical explanation of physical natu judf>
lished. By the third, the agency of deity was .gtefl
from the origin and development of the solar tle

God, as Laplace said, was not necessary ~e$
hypothesis, and for the future it was left f°ronaoifld?
apologists to find in astronomy a deity that astr
themselves had failed to discover. And by they ~
gation of the law of evolution these principles " /1
only deepened and strengthened, but weré apP"'F|"'>
the whole phenomena of animal and human g
destroying at one blow the last stronghold O e(iff
naturalism. Thus each of these epoch-making Se “ete
sations was profoundly destructie, and yf <tjon ?
to label the men associated with their 'n5ffOitv'r
“ Destructives,” thus ignoring the positive side »
teaching, one would only be acting as tho geXjj
leaving out of sight the constructive aspect o g .
propaganda, sneer at it as being “ purely destrUjO
And one has only' to reverse these illustrations
that, while from one point of view these thing ~
destructive, from another point of view th) hdf
supremely constructive. Upon them has be ~t O
up all that is truly great in the intellectl3
the present; so that whether we call a teaching™ 20"
tive or constructive depends upon whether v $,
to contemplate its influence on existing V ifro
customs, or on the life of the future. Wheth
who are struggling for a better condition of t*1 1
phasize the destructive or constructive side j V'
determined by the circumstances that surr® gt
There are occasions when it is wise to lay
upon one aspect of our propaganda than ano r
it can never be wise to ignore one side altogetl Jauslj,
it is not only our task to capture assent to
presentment of the value of life, humanly
but our duty so to train the mind as to guar. V
a recurrence of {hose superstitious beliefs that
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HowP*Werful ferces f°r evil in the history of the race.
refri-Is tals task to be accomplished if we studiously

Q¥ In 'Om directly attacking the pretensions of the
tter »eology ? Surely it is not open for anyone, in
with tu tbe niillions annually spent upon religion,
dus- e c’untry in arms over the intellectually ridiculous
ffatt’n  Ritualis"b to argue that there is no necessity
a re ack'ng Christianity. So long as it exists there is
exterieSS™ R)r attack, and the more plausible its
who dr bec?mes the more essential it is that the few
effort “ICern Rs rea’ nature shall slacken none of their
oer ° destr°y 'ts influence. And is there not, more-
of a'pSamiething- intellectually degrading in the picture
tion Of 7 ~ er whose ultimate object is the destruc-
0 jn ‘'-aristianity, and who yet refrains from saying
alytQas many words. It may be “ politic ” occasion-
hutth retram from expressing one’s ultimate object ;
W re rtlust always be something intellectually lower-
iid SUth b?havior.

destrucc Ven  if were possible to pursue a thoroughly
fee " e Policy—even if a class of people devoted
kelieed ° e ener&ies to the destruction of what they
Wik ito be untrue, even then it would still be a good

AR may be true that the destruction of error does
atlea . anyfhingto/tiharpositivakinogledigm of gnatav) but,
Paifr 1 serves the not unimportant purpose of pre-
'MdgirL m‘nd f°r its acquisition. A person seeking
assuredth’r the n*&bt will not find them from being
but the "a**bere % 110 hotel in a particular direction ;
hmtO neSa»ive information thus gained at least enables
Andin jLend bis energies in a more hopeful manner,
ofthe 1 y same manner, although the mere destruction
rot tea u® In Providence or the efficacy of prayer may
htheu bow to conduct his life, still, by insisting
aregj Se'essness of these beliefs, greater opportunities
PfofiHuill . the direction of human energies into more

in &u6 channels.
f|0°ssertsr~q%ireCH0n’ if in no other, destructive work

F1&1'!(: Ole. neeci dnly reflect upon the extent to
erergies X beliefs command man’s attention, absorb his
*a thei *and d'st°rt his judgment to realise how essen-
Ptevaii tkmoval is if a sane and sober view of life is to
hewill".  *Saseless saying, Show man the truth and
err°rs Wh¥W his errors- It is just the'presence of these
ktith ch§r§vgnt him seeing in which direction the
leheacvs Ahd R s they whb, from molives of false

arin, °°5 intellectual timidity omit to point out the
fal 1 3 L)W HitOveries upen existing beliefs who
the race.’ more helpful part in the development of

C. Cohen.

The Number of Israelites who went
Down to Egypt-

G
thild.eies's xIvfi js given a list of the names of the
“’, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren of
to p ' 'v40 are said to have gone with that patriarch
name«yPi' 1”7 verse 8 we read : “ And these are the
Then f ,,the children of Israel which came into Egypt.

stated ? °W5 the list of the names>after which 11 1S

*  A«tlle souls that came with Jacob into Egypt, f htch
°f bis loins, besides Jacob’s sons’ wives, all the
Otnitf " ere three-score and six ” (xlvi. 26).
Canaan™ Rr ar>d Onan, who are said to have died in
dec’rdi’ Und also -Joseph and his two sons, who,
egypt tu tO the Biblical account, were already in
% exaVti  number, without reckoning Jacob himselt,
Also, in  sixty-six, as the writer of Genesis states.
tBeorrﬁISE( that there might be.no possible doubt
ey inci,niattér>the same writer, in the next verse,
rarch :]Jncjé‘ J°seph and his two sons and the
. . aCO Says
t ‘A"thR® souls of the house ofJacob, which cai

P

There Pt 'vere three-score and ten. that the
SR BLRE W2 MRUGRE tafe §1VeTHnATis RS
n°tin ds accompanying Jacob to Egyp * t being

. " , o e O, , ) i
B T8RIHAS Xbuitcthe d4dghters@nd S 1§ d to g M e |
aoned with the others.
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In Acts vii. 14 it is stated —

“ And Joseph sent, and called to him Jacob his father,
and all his kindred, three score and fifteen souls.”

This discrepancy Bible commentators reconcile by
asserting that the latter number includes the wives of
nine of Jacob’s sons, besides the sixty-six persons whose
names are given in Genesis ; and having thus, as thgy
imagine, satisfactorily settled the matter, they appear
to think that nothing more can be said as to the number
who are alleged to have gone down to Egypt. In this,
however, they are lamentably mistaken. For, settirig
aside the contradictory statement in the Acts, there are
good reasons for believing that the whole list of sixty-six
names is nothing less than a pure fabrication. And that
such is undoubtedly the case | will now proceed to
demonstrate.

In the first place, in this list of the posterity of Jacob
there are but two females (Jacob’s daughter Dinah and
a granddaughter Serah) to sixty-seven males ; yet we
know from statistics that nearly the same number of
each sex is born annually’. In the next place, by com-
paring Gen. xlvi. with Num. xxvi. 5-50, and also with
1 Chron. ii., iv., vi., vii., etc., we find that not one of
Jacob’s twelve sons, who are represented as going with
their wives and “ little ones ” to Egypt, had another child
born during their long residence in that country.*
According to various passages in the sacred narrative,
eleven of these sons at the date of the immigration to
Egypt were only between 39 and 45 years of age, while
the twelfth was very much younger ; also the only two
of the sons whose ages at death are recorded are said
to have lived to be no and 137 respectively. As to the
matter of wives, with the example set by their father
constantly before them, there is no reason for supposing
that Jacob’s sons restricted themselves to one wife, nor
that they did not, like Abraham, take a second upon the
death of the first. Yet, though these men were all in
the prime of life, and lived more than half their day's in
Egypt, not one of the whole twelve had another soil"or
daughter after entering that country’. In other Words,
assuming the sojourning in Egypt to be a fact, all the
offspring which these twelve men afterwards had, or
were reputed to have had, are entered in the list as born
before the immigration.

For proof of this fact we need only turn to Gen. xlvi.
21. There, amongst those who are stated to have gone
down with Jacob to Egypt, we find ten sons of
Benjamin.

“ And the sons of Benjamin : Bela, and Beecher, and
Ashbel, Gera, and Naaman, Ehi, and Rosh, Muppi.m,
and Huppim, and Ard.”

Now, in the earlier narrative of the brothers going to
Egypt to buy corn, we read .—

“ And Judah said unto Israel his father, Send the lad
with me, and we will arise and go ” (Gen. xliii. 8),

The “lad here spoken of was little Benjamin, the
father’'s pet, whom Judah pledged his word to bring
back safely from Egypt. Again, in the next chapter,' in
the simple and affecting speech addressed to the Egyptian
governor, Judah is represented as saying:—
“ My lord asked his servants, saying, Have ye a father
or a brother? And we said unto my lord, We have a
father, an old man, and a child of his old age, a little one.
...... And we said unto my lord, The lad cannot leave his
father : for if he should leave his father, his father would
die....... Now therefore when 1 come to thy servant my
father, and the lad be not.with us ; seeing that his life is
bound up in theA<2.?life ; it shall come to pass, when he
seeth that the lad is not with us, that he will die ” (xfiv.
»9-3%)-
It was upon this occasion that Joseph made himself
known to his brethren and invited the whole family ,to
come to Egypt, and then sent his brothers back to
Canaan with wagons for the use of the women and
children. The coming of Jacob into Egypt was, there-
fore, only a few days, or possibly weeks, aftr Judah’s
supplicatory address in which Benjamin is described as
the child of Jacob’s old age, and as a “lad” and “a
little one.” Yet this little lad, who lived at home with
his father, is represented as having, at this time, a wife
and ten sons.
But we have further proof of the fraud from (he

* One narme, Jochebed, is given in Num. xxvi. 59j but this can
be shown to be an interpolation. t . - -



180

Hebrew books themselves. In Numbers and Chronicles
are given three additional lists of the sons of Benjamin,
and not one of them agrees with the catalogue in
Genesis. Thus, in Num. xxvi. 38, Benjamin’s sons are
said to be: Bela, Ashbel, Ahiram, Shephupham, and
Hupham ; after which the writer adds, “ And the sons
of Belah were Ard and Naaman.” Taking the names
Ehi, Muppim, and Huppim, in Genesis, to be Ahiram,
Shephupham, and Hupham in Numbers (as all com-
mentators allow), it would appear that Benjamin had
only five sons, and that Ard and Naaman—who are
represented as his sons in Genesis— were his grandsons.

Again, in 1 Chron. viii. 1-2, the sons of Benjamin are
stated to be : Bela, Ashbel, Aharah, Nohah, and Rapha ;
after which the writer says: “And Bela had sons,
Addar, and Gera, and Abihud, and Abishua, and
Naaman, and Ahoah, and Gera, and Shephupham, and
Huram.” Here, again, Benjamin is credited with only
five sons, two of whom are not found in Genesis or
Numbers, while five of those stated in Genesis to be his
sons— Addar (Ard), Gera, Naaman, Shephupham, and
Huram (Huppim)—are given as his grandsons.

Lastly, in 1 Chron. vii. 6-12 we have a third list which
differs from all the others, at the end of which it is stated
that “ Shuppim also, and Huppim,” were “ the sons of
Ir’—the last-named individual being another son of
Bela. All these lists, be it remembered, are equally
inspired— that is to say, we can place no more dependence
upon one than upon another. Of course, if the lad
Benjamin was too young to have been the father of ten
sons at the going down into Egypt, he could not at that
time have had grandsons and great-grandsons. We
may, therefore, strike out of the list of immigrants to
Egypt the ten sons of Benjamin.

Looking, next, at the six sons ascribed to Simeon in
Genesis, we find that the writers of Numbers and of
Chronicles agree in giving him only five, and that the
compiler of Genesis has added one to their lists— Ohad.
. This name we may also safely erase.

We come, thirdly, to Asher. At the time of the
immigration to Egypt Asher is stated to have had four
sons and two grandsons (Gen. xlvi. 17), the latter being
sons of the fourth son, Beriah. Asher was born a year
before Joseph, and, as the latter was thirty-nine years of
age at the going down into Egypt, Asher was forty at
that time. Putting his age on the day of his marriage
at only twenty-one, he would be twenty-five, if not
older, when his fourth son, Beriah, was born, and the
latter would be a lad of fifteen when Jacob and his
family removed to Egypt. Yet Beriah is stated to have
been the father of two sons, Heber and Malchiel, at this
time. We may therefore strike out the names of these
alleged grandsons from the list in Genesis.

Lastly, we will examine the family of Judah. This
patriarch was three years older than Joseph, and was
therefore forty-two at the going down into Egypt. It
will here be necessary to notice some of the exploits of
Judah as recorded in Gen. xxxviii. There, we are told,
this worthy man took to wife “ a daughter of a certain
Canaanite whose name was Shua,” who bare him three
sons in succession— Er, Onan, and Sheelah. When the
eldest of these sons had reached manhood, Judah found
him a wife named Tamar. “ And Er, Judah’s first born,
was wicked in the sight of the Lord ; and the Lord slew
him.” Judah then gave Tamar to his second son ; but,
for an act which this young man committed, the Lord
“slew him also.” “Then said Judah to Tamar, his
daughter-in-law, Remain a widow in thy father’s house
till Shelah, my son, be grown up.” W.ith this request
Tamar complied, but how long she remained a widow
is not stated. It is, however, clearly implied that
Shelah was several years younger than Onan. Bear-
ing this in mind, we are told that “ in process of time”
Tamar, perceiving that “ Shelah was grown up, and
she was not given unto him to wife,” covered herself
with a veil and sat in the gate of Enaim, where Judah,
seeing her, had intercourse with her. Tamar returned
home, and in due time gave birth to twins, Perez and
Zerah.

Now, amongst the names of those who are stated to
have accompanied Jacob to Egypt are not only Perez
and Zerah, but two sons of Perez— Hezron and Hamul
(Gen. xlvi. 12). It is scarcely possible that Perez and
Zerah could have been born at that time, but it is
"absolutely impossible that Hezron and Hamul could
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also have then seen the light of day, as can be ea”™s
shown. Joseph is stated to have been seventeen )

of age some time before he was sold into

(Gen. xxxvii. 2), and must have been at least eig ~
when that event topk/ place. Consegupnily; Jwivg
who saw Shua’s daughter after this affair, must ~
been over twenty-one when he married her, and
less than twenty-six when his third son, Shelan,
born. Judah would therefore be on his way to
with the others when Shelah had reached his six ® »
year. Hence, unless this son could be said v
“grown up,” and of a marriageable age at fold ~
there was no time for Perez and Zerah to be dek ,
and born in the land of Canaan ; for Tamar is sta
have waited some time after Shelah had reaclied
hood before she played the harlot. Tamar’'s son
is, however, not only said to have been born beio
immigration to Egypt, but this child isactuallyjs
sented as the father of two sotis at that time * 0
sheer lunacy. The names of Perez, Zerah, t ((
and Hamul may therefore be struck out of the 1
Israelites born in Canaan.

Thus, without extending our examination fartn > s
find among the Bible list of immigrants to Egyptn |
than seventeen persons who, according to the s
narrative itself, could not have been born at tha
We have, consequently, the clearest proof of Ja
tion, and may estimate at their just value the.id-P Cf
words, “ And these are the names of the child?l’
Israel which came into Egypt.” We are enabled,
to test the accuracy of the statement in the Acts j
the number of Joseph’s kindred was “ three-score
fifteen souls "—as well as the alleged inspiration O
writer. Abracadab

ica

Charles Blount.

(Bv THE LATE J. M. WIIEELER.)
( Concludedfrom page r—~i.)

In 1680 appeared Great is Diana of the
or, The Original of Idolatry, together with the *'
Institution of the Gentiles Sacrifices; an attack
heathen superstition and priestcraft, with Jew'is
Christian ditto read between the lines. For ins
he says :— (o
“ Apollonius Tyanseus is reported by Phil°staio'5
have raised a maid from the dead, but Reason £ jsti_

whether the maid was not only asleep ; for SC& ™1
image of death. Philostratus also for

G
JRd

Apollonius vanished away out of the Emperors P jlb
before a great number of people ; but here RRa' ped
me observe that, although it is reported to ha' et*
done in the presence of a tgreat number ot peopl
have but the testimony of one man for it—vZ’
stratus.” fit

In the same year appeared his most noted "™r Q
two first Books of Philostratus, concerning L. oS
Apollonius Tyanceus; together with philologld‘h:erde{
upon each chapter. The work is dedicated tojhe (o2
alone, in caustic contrast to the fulsome dedica "jel

the period. In the preface any anti-theologica f
is ostensibly disavowed. “ If one heathen iy
(Hjerodes) did make an eill-use of this hs t tl

comparing Apollonius with Christ, what is ~ as
Philostratus, who never meant nor designed it  ’

can anywhere find?” So far from crediting " fath
miracles, Blount says his daily prayer is y\ect°f
enough to believe the old. Professing no pre # pd
for martyrdom, he says he is ready at all times
his faith upon my Lord of Canterbury’s sleeve.

“Wherefore, if the clergy would have
esteemed a rogue and a juggler that, being r OF t1n
the dead, he is one of the principal promoters il
Popish Plot ; or that there never was any sue ™ . fjl~
Apollonius, with all my heart, what they p'c’l johtl"y
had much rather have him decried in his reputa-j ™

.S

that some grave cardinal, with his | for
excommunicative ha, should have me bu j)i
heretick. Therefore, for these weighty reaso™
thought fit to prorogue the remaining P/qy HdilJt
. gfl]séicorty"tlll interest have no Ionger need ot a ©

I

there W& discoveredl 'somenew 1°fH maVilk
heavenly Jerusalem, where everK honest,, Tout_ ‘-onl
ithout; Itfdl@—sﬁgmgs, .Qr withouf belng’jﬁ’*IO’IQ
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°f going to heaven by the same means as they
lepers "P'ayh°USeS—v'z-" ™ g‘vng money'to the door-

ﬂHTDﬂn"teS °r "fustrat>ons to Philostratus were longer
asm  “xt itself, and throughout smack of the scepti-
den,, . Sbbes’ For instance, take the remarks on
dd. . . question not but Hierocles in his parallel
I‘ianOUSIy compare this miracle of the swans and
gkr]gh;tﬂdrf\ Apollonius’s will, with the melody of holy
keire. new star appearing at Christ’s nativity, as
tobelievth etiually strange, but not alike true.” “For
author™ 6 an” storles that are not approved by the public
HevZ “ «*. Church,_is superstition ; whereas to

The m that are’ *s Religion.”
s son I°EraPhia Britannica informs 1Is that the work
“ It wasI)8™ " 18886 and only a few copies sent abroad,
hed ever h  to be tbe most dangerous attempt that
ocoutrv - been made against revealed religion in this
ee Of ' a™was justly thought so, as bringing to the
ressoniVery “n&hsh reader a multitude of facts and
of Which B Praus'hle in themselves, and of the fallacy
proper i jUAI®hut men of parts and learning can be
aof Blou ” A French translation of the work and
d Castio-rS comrnentaries was made by M. Salvemini
BlOuf 10" and was published at Amsterdam in 1779.
catiinof y ¢*08e*y escaped prosecution for the publi-
At forth itS ~asimtus that he deemed it prudent to
Rdigioi , 1 ? next work anonymously. It was entitled
Pryden' <td' ancb professing to be supplementary to
te j - ,P°’em of the same name, was founded upon
herbenSfCa treatise, De Rcligionc Laid, of Lord
Janua Cherbury. The following year he published
Nedat>hIC™ rum’ _or' a Compendious Introduction to
dici History, Chronology, Government, Philosophy,
Yife of C&ree™arC °f Literature, and he commenced
Pieces which was never published. The
sho\wa p Ich he selected to translate from Lucian all
tl> pt[, Rethought animus. They included Alexander
~ rPhft, The Dialogue of the Gods, Jupiter

' Liar, etc.

BB fieadmg Aet; passed in 1685, was to expire in
~unblv recurred to the attack, publishing Reasons
Which «"erei\for the Liberty of Unlicensed Printing,
th* LiceniS suhj°ined the character of Edmund Bohun,
“ficiMer O ¥Hé Trss, the 1atteF HetHy ah atedck Upoh
~ mary OF' T «0 bacl st°od in the way of the publication
I%etitle of i P*eces>which afterwards came out under
I°Unt Lin be Oracle ofReason, But this was not all.
\ssreqie a traP f8r Bohun into which he fell. Bohun
eHfllet S.ea by a bookseller to publish an anonymous
lUia» really written by Blount, entitled "King
~eavocitf® Qucen Mary, Conquerors, a discourse
S*eagain ? W Frove that their majesties have on their
1°muest t Zate king the principal reasons to make
tLconqu title.” The argument was that William
i, bretdre tfre<® Tving James, but not the nation, and that
acquired a title to all the rights of King
n°t to any rights of the nation. Macaulay

P's oMI «nsci- was in raptures. In every page he found
Oer ex thoughts expressed more plainly than he had
the tru,frdS8ct them. Never before, in his opinion, had
pearly s(. ,aim °f their majesties to obedience been so
n ctniuet-' .Every Jacobite who reads this admirable
;°ck to f. ,Inev‘tably be converted. The non-jurors would
dtlengthb ~le °ath. The nation solong divided would
> alvaif,e aaited. From these pleasing dreams Bohun
‘lnce Of  e,ted by learning, a few hours after the appear-
'tle-pjg. ? discourse which had charmed him, that the
j'P'ous™ ‘'ad set all London in a flame, and that the
lad rtiovej SSwingWilliam and Queen Mary, Conquerors,
r-"d furthe » a’diguation of multitudes who had never

N Hi
nlI'S a dira?’i™ac™ foreseen, the title was sufficient to
r W Urbance and remove the licenser of the odfous
dij ®onl 'B¥hieR was ordered to be burned by the
yee(z>and ev/man>while Bohun was dismissed from
rewr the L;c en.cornmitted to prison. In the following
basér reneweHSIN™ ~ct was avowed to expire, and was
a w ruse was, says Macaulay, “a
/ °fthen scbeme,” but it secured the emancipa-

te 159%3 Bl S
by I'jif of sixtbnt Pubbsbed the Oracles of Reason, con-
vij,j.fPUnt r gqj1l Papers, in letters to Hobbes and others
1Gtion of n ' ancf others. Papers 1 to4 are a
Burnet’'s archaeology against the
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Mosaic account. No. 5 is an account of the Deist’s
religion ; 6, on immortality; 7, on Arians, Trinitarians,
and Councils ; 8, that Felicity consists in pleasure ; 9,
of Fate and Fortune ; 10, the Origin of the Jews; 11,
the Lawfulness of marrying two sisters successively ;
12, of the subversion of Judaism and Origin of the
Millennium ; 13, of the augury of the ancients ; 14, of
natural religion as opposed to divine revelation ; 15,
that the Soul is Matter ; 16, that the world is eternal.

In the eleventh of these Blount had something more
than a theoretical interest. His wife having died, he
became enamored of her sister, a lady of great beauty,
wit, and discretion, who was not insensible on her side,
but who was scrupulous in regard to the lawfulness of
the connection. Blount is said to have applied to the
Archbishop of Canterbury and other divines, who, having
decided against his opinion, and the lady thereupon
growing inflexible, he threw himself into a fit of despair,
in which he shot himself in the head. The wound did
not prove immediately mortal; he survived for some
days, refusing to take food from anyone but his beloved
sister-in-law. He died in August, 1693, and was buried
in the family vault at Ridge, Hertfordshire. His miscel-
laneous works, comprising the best of his treatises, with
the exception of the notes to Philostratus, were
published in 1695, by Gildon of “ the venal quill.” It is
curious that as late as 1871 his treatise on marriage
with a deceased wife’s sister, which is very soberly and
concisely written, was published as by Charles Blount,
barrister-at-law, and A"Nth no intimation of its being
nearly two centuries old.

Sunless Sunday; or, the Museum the True
Church.

O suntess Sunday ! Tomb-like temples yawn

Where living men in grave-clothes, drone dead creeds,
And Superstition, tricked in ghostly lawn,

Squats croaking like a toad midst rotting weeds.

These ghouls on Sunday spread a dismal pall
O’er Nature’s fairest daughter, bright-eyed Art;
The only Avatar to one and all,
Whose silent sermons reach the dullest heart.

“ To look through Nature up to Nature’s god ”
Is truest worship—if a God there be;

So open Homes of Art that those who plod
May roam on Alan’s-day over land and sea.

The creeds our sanest aspirations thwart;
In churches, heads and hearts in slumber nod ;
Heav’'n’s noblest work is Man ; Man’s noblest, Art ;
Museums, thus, are ante-rooms to God.
G. L. Mackenzie.

Heathen Japs and their Children.

I think that the simple, unfettered life led by the little
children here gives the girls a happy foundation to start on,
as it were. There is no scolding and punishing, no nursery
disgrace, no shutting away of the little ones day after day in
dull nurseries, with selfish, half-educated women, whose
mere daily society means torture to a sensitive, well-born
child. Here children are always welcome ; they come and
go as they like, arc spoilt, if love means spoiling, by father
and mother, relations and servants ; but they grow im-
perceptibly in the right shape....... The reverence for childhood
has developed a system of kindness and care and protection
of childhood, such as would be the dream, the unrealisable
dream, of many a broken-hearted mother in England, power-
less to protect her children from the drunken cruelty of the
brute who is their father, or, in a superior class, from the
more refined torture inflicted by schoolmasters and other
bullies. There is no baby torture here, no beating, no
starvation, none of the indescribable horrors exposed and
punished in some degree by our only too necessary Society
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children. From one end of
Japan to the other a child is treated as a sacred thing, be it
one’s own or a stranger’s. Each one carries its name and
address on a ticket round its neck; but should it, indeed,
stray from home, food and shelter and kindness would meet
it everywhere. Do not shudder—a man will kill his child
outright, scientifically, painlessly, if he sees there is nothing
but want and misery before it; but while he lives the child
will not suffer.—Mrs. Hugh Fraser, in “A Diplomatist's Wife

inJapan."



182

An Exciting Meeting.

Mr. Foote at Stratford.

Excitement prevailed on Wednesday evening at the Town
Hall, when it was thronged with anxious, earnest men and
many interested women to hear the threshing out of the Free-
thinker question. Councillor Terrett was in the chair, and
ruled firmly ; had a weaker man held that position, the results
might have been disastrous. Precautions had been taken to
deal with any uproar, disturbance, or brawling. The theme,
the principal speaker, and the pros and cons., rendered the
meeting an intensely interesting one.

The sympathies of the majority were with the editor and
proprietor (Mr. G. W. Foote) of the tabooed paper. Freedom
and progress were the keynotes, and the resolution presented
and seconded was received with acclamation. It ran thus :
“ That this meeting of burgesses and inhabitants of West
Ham protests against the attempt to violate the prin-
ciple of religious equality by excluding the Freethinker from
the reading-rooms of the Free Libraries in this borough ;
that it also condemns the irrational and unjust compromise
accepted by the Town Council at its meeting on Tuesday,
February 28, and desires the Council to revert to its former
position and allow the Freethinker to be placed on the tables
with other journals.” The chairman stated that he would
allow no amendment, but would give an opportunity for
opposers to the resolution to speak and state the ground of
their opposition. This delighted the audience, and as three
speakers accepted the invitation, cheers, expostulations,
greetings, and rounds of applause sounded on every side.
Unfortunately, the two first speakers broke down, their
premises being incorrect; and their defeat was much enjoyed.
The third was a London City Missionary, and he received a
fair hearing. “ Let’s hear him, he's a gentleman,” was the
pronounced opinion ; consequently he was heard ; but, un-
fortunately for him, while he made an impression, his argu-
ments were weak, so that, while not injuring his cause, he
did not affect the resolution.

There were no more public vindicators, so Mr. G. W. Foote
was invited to give his defence, and he gave it.

Mr. Foote is middle-aged, stout, keen, and with a clever
face, full of power, force, and determination. He can write
well, and he can talk equally well. The arguments brought
against him he tore to shreds ; the epithets used in the
Council Chamber concerning his paper were dissected,
analysed, turned inside out, and scattered. His principles he
explained, and his opinions of his opponents he hurled out in
scathing adjectives. His word picture of the clerical deputa-
tion to the Council was ludicrous ; his skit on the whole pro-
ceedings was that of a keen observer, reader, and thinker.
He said that not one of the deputation, whose speeches were
full of libel, had had the courage to stand upon that platform
and face him. He asked for no more than fair play, and
would be satisfied with no less. He called the opposition
prejudice and sheer dishonesty. It was caused by fear. He
called upon the men of West Ham to see that the Council’s
motion should be rescinded, and his paper given the same
opportunities as others.

The speech was not uninterrupted ; twice the speaker had
to resume his seat while order was enforced. An ejectment
took place of at least one brawler, and enthusiasm was un-
bounded.

Alderman Athey and other gentlemen supported the resolu-
tion, which was uproariously carried, and, as Mr. Foote said,
the glove was thrown down, and the challenge accepted.

Upon the platform sat Mrs. Foote and her daughter. That
lady had a sweet and charming face, and closely followed
every word spoken. She was beautifully dressed, and bore
the impress of a refined gentlewoman. Her daughter,
apparently about fifteen years of age, was much like her
mother, and was equally concerned.

— The Forest Gate Weekly News.

Acid Drops.

T he trial of M. Urban-Gohier has commenced. He is
charged with libelling the French Army. This is one of those
crimes manufactured by governments to stop free discussion.
M. Collier has made a good fight for the liberty of the press,
and we see at the last moment that he has won a great
victory, having been acquitted by the Court.

Cldmenceau’s paper, the Aurore, in which Zola’s famous
“ /’accuse” letter appeared, gives the names and addresses of
twenty-seven priests and Inonks'who have been convicted of
indecent assaults upon boys during the last two years. The
Superior of the Christian Brothers has had to warn them
Against a most odious Vice which they are too prone to
commit. No wonder the workmen of Lille demand that
1 celibates shall bo debarred from educating children.

George Vince, laborer, aged forty-three, a member of the
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Peculiar People, was charged with manslaughter at the\es™
Ham Police-court. He had allowed his daughter,
Vince, aged seven months, to die without medical assist®™ ~
Some time ago he was convicted at the Old ®r,nOnt
similar offence, and was bound over to come up for judgment
alien called upon. The West Ham magistrates decide,
however, that there was no case to go to a jury, and the
prisoner was discharged. He left the dock exclaiming.

Bless the Lord.” But the Lord did not save Th
George Senior, who is now doing four months* hard
for the very same crime of acting like a real Christian

M a ~ Irsstian country.  Such diverse treatment of t"

different persons for doing precisely the same thing is simp!
a public scandal.

Are the Peculiar People frightened ? According Qal e
,aper paragraph which is going the - .e
lconsidering the suggestion that the members or | sect

Should be at liberty to edll in medical aid to their sick ¢hUdren
of tender years if so disposed.”

“ Poor little Joe !” said Rudyard Kipling with tears *
eyes when they told him that his daughter Josephine
seriously ill.  Soon afterwards they thought it besttote e
that she was dead. “ Poor little Joe I” How often "?ilSsand
such exclamation come from the lips of stricken fathe
mothers in this providentially governed world! *>h 6
world goes on spinning round, and they plunge ia tell,
business and pleasure, and the bereavement seems f°rb”™ tcar
But eyes that look so glad, or so cold, sometimes drop
over a jsecretly treasured lock of soft hair or a w®lL"jrit,
little shoe ; and sometimes in the silent darkness of
after pleasures have palled or business has disapp® fice
waking eyes seem to see a vision of a dear little love-1
that long ago was dust.

faith

The Protestant Alliance earnestly contgmade fer, .go
which was once delivered unto the saints. At least/i pgp”
This means that it opposes the assaults of the S
throughout the Empire.” T. A. Denny, chairman, ‘1" ey
W. Brett, secretary, issue a fervent appeal for funds. . say
want ¢¢2,000 “ to meet the present emergency,” but a ik’
exactly what the emergency is, whether an over-drawl |0
account or a deficiency in official salaries. One HIC j| still
“ kindly promised ,;50 ” contingently. We hope he
summon sense enough to keep his money in his pocRc *

tract on “ The Bible and Modern Astronomy,” m

denies, on Scriptural grounds chiefly, that the ,earntrtpe&
round the giin, amd maimtaims thiat t ceiltrifugill SHU

forces do not exist.” He opposes the inspireti y. il
Moses to the Unitarian Newton. Allthat remains , ,,.gi1
do is to assert that the earth is flat. His tract WOUIdsl « IR
complete. As it stands, however, we hope it will hay: fr
circulation. It is calculated to make the man in ti

laugh at the Bible and Christianity.

Since the present plague appeared in India no
200,000 deaths from it have been recorded. The un j th?*
deaths must also be fairly numerous. We con,l!lt,,ists O
matter to the attention of the professional apoi°o
Providence.”

) - The fl<?
hire is no respecter of persons, or of buildings. <
from a wretched commercial establishment dam kjy O
Alban’s Church, Holborn, the other day. That the tOtPe
the church was saved was due, not to Providence, t
Fire Brigade. 1

A correspondent of the Catholic Herald ColO"
Ingersoll “that arch humbug.” He also quotes H0H'|s %l*
Lambert as a scientific authority. His manners and
are on a par with each other.

, it

Rev. E. E. Davies, of Holmfirth, has been
Marsden on “ The Forces of Nature.” 1k ..... - o .
dVe
we think of this we must be impressed with the foett *
is a wise and good Creator.” This is the funniest ajjsjentigf
for God’s existence we ever saw. Does the revered ~ 0
man mean that the forces of nature would take t
occasionally if there was no God to keep them Ul ?
scratch ? If he doesn't mean that, What does he me

gith &

.The bparmaid Morell, who shot the bookmaker “w Uj
Newcastle, on being told that her victim was like 1 [L'l'ft
said “ Thank God.” In a letter found upon Kkjer
written, “ If there is a'God lie will forgive.” Ittis " &}
how easily people get God on their side in enearly
want to do.

“ilrd

Herhert Goodale, who. killed his.wife, nis cln ~a”
himself at Twickenham, was an active .church v

had oniy a week or. sp before addressed the locm- . 1
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\WakmyChristian Fellows Make the Best Shop Assistants,

lielv en>etc.” No doubt lie was demented, but all thesame

enfmnot a Secularist. Had he been one, it would have

ks (L°re d'an hinted that his insane action was, more or
e Natural outcome of Secular principles.

Clifk!n'rdicant Frederick Tiffin

committed suicide at

Gd, 0 e8e- “God forgive me,” he said of himself.
Atheist L,tat'?1 and keep you,” he said to his wife. Not an
"anyhow. Talmageans, please note.

strestat W™" .hacks and batters Mercy Nicholls to death in a
Uetched ,tfOrd- 11° took some hours doing it, and people
'fterferY]r Islened to it from their houses. Notone of them
Tolstoi' ITertford must be a Christian city in the
lagan r|ens®. We wish, liowever, it were a little more
hed kpn, rtford would be a more respectable city if someone
torturin, », John Smith on the head before he finishe'l
£ Mercy Nicholls.

Printed™NI\ tO :I telegram from St. Petersburg to Berlin,
«bstedtSL Ihe. Dai,y News, the Russian Censure has pro-
Ik~ If oentrance into Russia of Mr. Stead’s War Against
°f the n| 111S 8e true, it is one of the most comical incidents
Czar century, and goes to prove that the Holy
~clusivel Sa" Mr. Stead's beautiful peace sentiments to act
1 true v? JPOJ Blu English people. Ofcourse, it may not
‘eace r It 's true that the Daily News articles on the
Nterence have been blacked out by the Censor.

CEciwnnlUe! Nield, pastor of the Balsall Heath Baptist
2pR0NnT. In""‘?ham), recognises God’s hand in the dis-

hatQ nuu°f. the past. However, he says that God has
krevch. "I 'S'ving us a portion ” of the money for building
°efis this IC'*  But .¢'2,500 is still wanted, and Pastor Nicld

2itijr g 2u'™ through his monthly magazine, instead of

Wisn’t (¢ , ' straight ; which induces us to suslpect that
"and °a>after all, who gave the “ portion ” already in
Tile
vidi;,;".uf be an awful lot of wickedness to the square
receiles fjl1?,i°n- The vicar of Bartholomew’s states that lie
e thousand confessions a year.
inet. Practically annihilating time and space on this
PHRasto Ok- American in London wants to send some
gulgl(:in a }I I$§\§°,_ar}d to g_et qertain answers i_n return ; and,
d ’ onUrry,’ "stead of using the Post Office, w |cl"’| does

"ays, ile Ia,JarSe impersonal scale and with inevitable
I of sixte “H lies to the District Messenger Service, and a
fq%lng. . is started off at once to Pigopolis. Now just
Uler Jlala’ weuld have been the fate of Christianity if its
B19€ iffi 1-Waited until the present age to put in an appear-
\«J1é civilli"81— ~get Of wonders. Messengers from all parts
" Is perf,Scd wor'd would have arrived at the special scene
1 ttrvievi.\ ri"pnces. They would have watched him carefully,
r"vaiiyfi - "s father and mother and everybody else who
Morets fm'"'k about him, and extracted the most intimate
n PPedofffll ‘is personal disciples. They would have

la>or  .CVery veil of mystery, and disclosed—well, a mad-
" »«poster.
So

f *America®{ ie Blls happened in the case of Christ Slatter,
y'o\ved hi Incarnation of the Logos. The newspaper men
J,°“°dy S UP>and virtually hunted him front city to city.
;."as Jeft 's to know what has become of him. Perhaps
11 Christ V1L U'ffr»>teful, newspaper)- world, and gone up to
umber One at the right hand of Jehovah.
~Gordcj. N p
airiin - f2r'LT."as organist, and Samuel Parslow was
Uni Tom »au'olic church at Ste. Scholastique, about forty
rjj "'e ladv’ °!ltreal. The two pious souls became lovers ;
by sc,, p 'usband, being of course in the way, was got
in,?’n admis 4n® '»m 1° heaven, or wherever else he could
trj Iced, tricjl0ll  Since then the two pious souls have been
Ue now .’.s?ntcnced, and hung; and we presume the
settling matters in some fashion.

tocivil-1Ion  Samuel and Cordelia did the highest
P0G » orHSat,on- A howling mob tried to force the prison
n e r to.see the fun, and had to be kept back by
rc |Jadmit K "VItl' revolvers. Four hundred favored persons
u not rel;ltcby cards. These were other incidents which we

URan DRt
a» n"' the jtr A°ur.cil have sent out water-carts to lay the
shaiiejt,e \verletrallJ °" the parade on dry, windy Sundays,
loc*« bycloui raid to go out and get their best clothes
W v “coiiln efJllst- This raised the pious anger of the
etae "> jL Htt'sts, who called it a desecration of the blessed
. Christ’ ICovcr, it was right to follow “ In His Steps
JW\°n a si, a'vit—a"d who ever heard of his watering
' -Tpr) One Congrogationafist minister, the
'9s) has the gumption to h°ld aloof from this
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holy agitation ; but all the rest of his clerical brethren are
breathing out fire and slaughter against the six members of
the Council who voted for Sunday water-carts. The annual
election is at hand ; and these six members are to be opposed
tooth and nail. A committee of the churches has been formed
for the purpose, and the Sabbath Dust party, with the Lord’s
aid, mean to win every seat.

The Young Men’s Christian Association at Paterson, New
Jersey, refuse to let their hall to a Scottish Society for a
concert because kilts are to be worn, and such garments
leave a portion of the lower limbs visible, which is calculated
to debauch the minds of the Christian young men. What an
inflammable— not to say prurient—lot they must be !

Rev. Mr. Hoagland is the secretary of this Young Men’s
Christian Association, and, on being told that kilts were worn
without offence at the Court of St. James’s, he replied that
Queen Victoria was doubtless a good woman, but she lacked
judgment and discretion. Well, we don’t toady royalty in the
Freethinker, but we would back the Widow of Windsor any
day against the Rev. Mr. Hoagland in a competition on those
virtues.

According to a Dalziel telegram—but can itbe true ?—Mrs.
Margaret Lindley, representing the Women’s Rights Associa-
tion, has caused a Bill to be introduced in the New York
State Legislature to forbid Kkissing, as it helps to spread
infectious diseases and is also immoral. Bless her! We
suppose she is past the kissing age. If she is a Christian,
she should remember the text, “ Salute one another with a
holy kiss.” She might also reflect that if kissing is made
illegal some ministers will have a lot of trouble in holding
their congregations together.

The Democrats in a Kansas town have nominated as mayor
a gentleman who has the following items in his program :
(1) Every female wearing bloomers to be fined, (2) policemen
to carry Bibles, (3) any policeman heard using a swear word
to be dismissed, (4) free street cars for people going to places
of worship. A glorious mixture of piety and impertinence !

Commodore J. W. Philip, of the United States navy, has
been presented with a splendid sword by the Sunday-school
children of Texas, “ in recognition of his bravery and acknow-
ledgment of Almighty God.” What a curious outcome of
nearly two thousand years of the religion of the Prince of
Peace !

Dr. Lyman Abbott, who has just resigned the pastorate of
Plymouth Church, in order to devote himselfto literary work,
has lately, in common with other ministers, expressed his
belief in the existence of spirits and their power to com-
municate with “ mortals.” Many ministers and laymen have
said this before, but there never was a single communication
from the spirits that was worth the paper it was written on.
The greatest geniuses go “ dotty ” In the spirit world.
Shakespeare talks worse than Martin Tupper, and a superb
stylist like Milton groans and grunts like a common penny-a-
liner.

Watson Heston, the cartoonist, continues to blaspheme in
the New York Truthseeker. For instance, he draws a picture
of St. Paul and a Yankee farmer, with a dead cat on the
ground in front of him. St. Paul says: “ Thou fool, that
which thou sowest is not quickened except it die.” And the
farmer says : “ Well then, by gosh, I reckon if 1 plant that
dead cat there, I'll reap a big harvest of kittens.”

An American “ medium ” named Rogers pitched into a
detective who interfered with him when lie was personating a
spirit. The detective prosecuted him for assault, and he was
found guilty and heavily fined. We dare say, however, it
will have little serious effect upon his business. Dupes are
not commonly disillusioned by exposure.

“ In this country, in France, in Italy, in Spain, in Germany,
in Austria, in America, and the Colonies, there is a perpetual
stream of deserters who can no longer endure the stifling
atmosphere of the Church of Rome. But not only in the
Roman Church, but in all the Protestant Churches and sects,
the same revolt against the dogmas of Christianity is going
on at a rapid rate. Many will tell you that out of any ten
persons they know, only one or two believe in the old gospel
scheme of salvation, while those who still profess to believe it,
and still hold offices in their respective Churches, are exposing
their disbeliefby their efforts to put new interpretations on the
old dogmas and formularies, and vainly repeating the folly of
putting new wine into old wine-skins. All this goes to prove
that, whatever the religion of the future may be called, it will
certainly not be the Christian religion as it has been accepted
and promulgated for nearly 2,000years.”— Rev. CharlesVoysey.

“ General ” Booth is imported tq be ill in Australia, When
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lie returns home—supposing the Lord does not call him to
heaven from the antipodes-—he might answer Mr. H. Fowles,
of West Croydon, who alleges that five hundred Field Officers
of the “Army,” mainly women, never receive a full week’s
salary, although the salaries of the headquarters’ staff are
always paid regularly out of the million a year which flows
into the central exchequer.

What will happen when the Colonial Marriages (Deceased
Wife’s Sister) Bill comes up in the House of Lords, and the
Bishops have an opportunity of opposing it in the name of
Jehovah? It is a little Bill, consisting of only thirty-five
lines, and merely seeks to make legal in England those
marriages with a deceased wife’s sister which are lawfully
effected in British colonies and dependencies.

Mr. Matthew Arnold used to poke great fun at the
Deceased Wife's Sister agitation. But ridicule and sarcasm
are powerless in the long run against a serious interest, and
the time cannot be far distant when Colonial legislation on
this matter will be followed in England.

Picking oakum is not a sublime occupation, but tramps
have to do four pounds a day at Kettering. Some members
of the Board of Guardians, however, desire to give the
tramps other employment; but the Rev. A. J. Atkins begs
them to make no alteration, for he has tried picking oakum
himself and has easily done two pounds in four hours and a
half, and therefore concludes that he could just as easily do
the full four pounds in nine hours. The reverend gentle-
man’s industrial logic is on a par with his humanity.

Reynolds's Newspaper is naturally indignant at the Rev.
Hugh Price Hughes memorialising Parliament against the
admission of the public to the Tower on Sunday afternoons.
But our contemporary should not be too indignant. It is
possible to take Mr. Hughes too seriously. He is a pro-
fessional man of God, who docs most of his business on
Sunday, and you can’t expect him to enjoy seeing his potential
customers drawn away from the road to his gospel-shop.
Allowance must be made for the peculiar exigencies of his
business.

The British and Foreign Bible Society celebrated its ninety-
fifth birthday on Saturday, March 11. Two thousand boys
and girls, with many grown-up friends, assembled in the
afternoon at the City of London Guildhall, and were welcomed
by the Lord Mayor, v ho, like a commercial man, dwelt upon
the fact that the Society had issued altogether no less than
151,000,000 Bibles and Testaments in 350 languages. An
address was then delivered by Miss lIsabella Bishop, a lady
who has done much travelling in the East. In the course of
her address she said that in Thibet she saw a procession of
men and women, clad in white, carrying the Buddhist scrip-
tures up a hill, in order to produce rain in a time of drought.
No doubt this was very ridiculous, but is it really less so when
a lot of people try to produce changes in the weather by
falling down upon their knees inside a building called a
church ? In both cases a miracle is invited. The difference
in the details of the invitation is not of any great importance.

Curious, is it not, how Christians smile at all superstitions
but their own ? But when the Freethinker smiles at their
superstitionstheylosetheirtempcrs.and call him “blasphemer”
and other wicked names.

At one of the recent National Liberal Federation meetings
Mr. R. J. Price, M.P., told an anecdote of a minister who
prayed, “ O Lord, curtail the power of the Devil,” whereupon
an old lady in the congregation cried, “ O Lord, cut off his tail
altogether.”

Sir John Gorst told some plain truths the other night in the
House of Commons. He declared that most agricultural
laborers were absolutely indifferent as to what was taught
their children, either in secular or religious subjects. The
greater part of them never went to church or chapel, and had
none of the religious faith attributed to them. Evidently this
gentleman knows, though he does not care to say so in as
many words, that the “religious difficulty ” is a squabble
between the rival men of God.

Sir H. Fowler, following Sir John Gorst, declared that “ he
was quite aware of the Conscience Clause—not of its value,
but of its worthlessness.” This declaration was greeted with
cheers by the Nonconformist M.P.’s. But when the Free-
thinker objects to the Conscience Clause, in Board schools
controlled by a coalition of Catholics, Churchmen, and Non-
conformists, he is told that it is a most admirable arrange-
ment, and that the greatest lover of liberty could not possibly
desire anything better.

The State Church parson at Flint has a curious way of
dealing with parents who avail themselves of the Conscience
Clause. He reads out their names from the pulpit, and gives
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their addresses and occupations, Of course he doesnt

to have them boycotted. Oh dear W hOgerish the
suspect a man of God of such base cruelty ?

thought !

Rev. G. D. Nicholas, vicar of St. Stephen’s, Elewer™?j
Windsor, wants to see the sexes divided in church, si e

this to a congregation of “ men only ” at Slough. =

went on to lecture the absent females, like a fine L /N f
gentleman. Many of them, he said, aped men. e
that is true, it is indeed ill taste—particularly » [i,.Abc
Parson Nicholas. Some of them, he continued, actua n
what they had the consummate impudence to style ritcrtre
dress.” Thus the Clewer man of God maundered on, a

fashion of Paul, who told women how they ought t

their hair, and gave them much other gratuitous « t|C

Why doesn’t Parson Nicholas confine himselfto s
way to heaven, if he knows it, and leave the women a

Church rates are still levied at Coventry, in sP'°J%es to
resistance of Nonconformists. The amount realised b je
the vicar of St. Michael's. However, the rate Isurpd&
“redeemed,” and £5,000 is being raised for the P 'Ot
Mr. Balfour, on behalf of the Crown, has promised
tribution of £200— which is one way of spending the p
money.

Even the Daily News, in reviewing Professor
book on Roman Society in the last Century of . I;stian
Empire, is obliged to say that the statementsof G g

apologists about the morals of the Pagans are “ as Lanl
picture of English Society would be if the pivorce CO (v
the Assize Courts, and the revelations of the cjOseof

Court, were taken to represent the England of the
the nineteenth century.”

o s Ht
The Archbishop of Canterbury may be many tI", ribifigt
he is not a fool. He knows what he is about in de
Church property as “a peculiar kind of private Pr
Wc quite agree with him : very peculiar.

pill
The New York Tmthsceker gives the full text o~ ‘ m

which has been introduced in the Californian Sena e

designed in the interest of the strictest Sabbatarianisnj™ Cf

aims at fining all persons who are guilty of any 4
business or pleasure on Sunday. Even hunting is
A man who shoots anything on Sunday—even it fie1

shoots a minister, wc presume—is to be liable to a gpeg
from ten to fifty dollars or a month’s imprisonment,
of Sunday newspapers are to share the same fate.

Christ in California. .5

California has long been the favorite home forc® ,/orui:l
all descriptions, communistic, religious, aesthetic, e b
and co-operative. One of the most curious and sue -pie

the little Dunkard colony in the Pomona Valley”™ c(i-
Dunkards are a small community of men, women, lite
dren who desire to reproduce in the nineteenth century sp

of the first. They originally came from the Eastern "ot\&l'
the Union, taking refuge from the wickedness oft-"e. flu.
the orange and lemon groves of Southern Calif°rn' jjgts®
colony was established seven years ago, and to-day cO * flu
some 300 men and women, and as many more childr™ " fCli u
Dunkards take as their ideal community the first ..vjfll)™,
Jerusalem. They chose California because it is prasb e <

the some latitude as Palestine. They cultivate 0/lCScil \&ir
that fruit was grown in Christ’'s time, and the nf jrR"
beards because Christ did so. They have, howevc™” jlit
the line at the Biblical costume. The proposition . jgd, \
Dunkards should adopt the toga as their garb was reJ  al'
being considered as not adapted to agricultural pur. of*'

modesty. The clothing of both men and women erlliitt®L
plainest, no ornamentation of any description being Ve by, f
The colony cheerfully recognises the authority ot G& ak I
payment of taxes. The Dunkards never vote, ?2r  Or /i,
politics, nor do they read newspapers or magazine

fiction. Their only literature is the Bible and Eary sewe
histories, which are diligently studied. They keep V.  t"»
studiously apart from the rest of the world, lir*it* :
dealings with it to the sale of the products ot the
Daily News.

How to Help Us. V1
(1) Get your newsagent to take a few copies of the r jesa

and try to sell them, guaranteeing to take the c t f
remain unsold. "
(2) Take an extra copy (or more), and circulate it am
acquaintances. trnad
(3) Leave a copy of the Freethinker now and then in the .

_car, or the omnibus. is,
@) Display, or get displayed, one of our contcnts-she"M(jer

are of a convenient size for the purpose, .
send them on application. the Wit
(5) Get your newsagent to exhibit the Freethinker m e
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

uS_n)\N March 19, Secular Hall, Queen’s-road, New Brompton:

Truth and Falsehood about Freethought"; 7, "Souls,
sPrtsandGhosts

To Correspondents.

Wil Charles Watts's absence from England his address
City 1 ¢, Tfuthseekcr office, 28 Lafayette-place, New York

ceivet(H" iF R” Defence Fund (West Ham).—We have re-

Soes' . rv'n8i 25! Martin Weatherburn 2s. 61.

Plic e «D. Dawson Baker is. 6d. E. 'Banks, 23 6d

G Caff* " 25>H. Good, 2s.; R. Adams is.; J. Shlg) is. ;
Cody 23- H. Blshop, 25, 6d Joseph Close 2s

Baror™ ’ "ulney, 2s. 6d. ; H. Barron 2s. 6d. Florence W

Please2” 6* ' " lss B. Wlnder 2s, 6d J.

 (a . Qw7 6d.; A.Simson, 5s.; Louis Organ 2 II
"oorho,, 5 “Schell 251 W H. Spivey, is.; "BShaW |s ;E.
Bradv » » Mre. Moorhouse) is«) m Tabrum, is. ; @&
SJ. 21Gs*»W. Lamb, 5s. ; J. Martin, 3s. ; J. Jones 6d

.l pIRlchardCarroll lOs W. R. Standage 2s. ; CM H.,

"ncel , nson>2s. 6d.; J. Greeves Fisher, ios. 6d. "Per Miss
t' Manchestg granch £ids. ; Derby Branch', £1 ; W.

arrE Bs-;

referred| ”Nerso® said the Mecca of music. No doubt he
k 6belie ° ®yreuth, where the Wagner festivals are held.
. hea\C . Colonel has no technical knowledge of music,
LIRS aBErec ates it hlghly and has said some of the finest

sends for the West Ham Fund a postal

«say Al iy dest+framciibe Cleckheaton GHardiar for the best
Oltract f- Thomas Palne Recant?” We make the following
-4Jtv01yl his- letter :—* Bigots wifted Bradlaugh, aiid short-
ﬂ'@"’stha» ‘heeler’s life ; and it *s not through any fault of
{iae not ,if°uare.a''ve to- -day. Grumblers have said that you
a\k be,, 6 Realities of a leader, and here you are, as you
. eﬁ ht  Many times since Bradlaugh s death, in the front of
len rikiner.the hardest blows, while thoseé who grumbled
afllter 'Vat™hing jou, i they are mot asleep. ¥ adiimire Yot

W for m-r’ ar>d people who talk about the time having gone
025 ltant Secularism don't see much farther than their

Mtrih

nerli ree |n

'I ope the party will rise to the occasion, and
«l%(-eu r% fH@ necessary ammunition.”
1~ 8 N-Pheased to hear from one who has read the Frec-

’ =0 issue. You will have read the manifesto
WJCIa%/Us flgst 18!

the Northumberland stalwart, writes:—
er myself, | have every confidence in you

toktrﬂc -R"1n|| Ms “ mite ” for the West Ham Fund, writes
Mvn,,°ne thlr(])gal r(;%tret being poor for, it is belng unable

g!kad /tUuq andl present it Jo you asa free gift,
Ifﬁas Surieble eloquence.  You'have afforded me
\pOP"ygratefJ . interesting Sunday evenings, for which I am
hon"Shed, se *% °hvious reasons, doesn't want his name
"flory‘yhat_l lls contribution to the West Ham Fund, and
Is S°od enough to call our “ splendld untlrlng

atua°f the p successful. “ 1 have read,” he says, ” every
th °Ss Hvm ree™ ™ her since its first number, and | never came
tty°"n't ‘in, ,nB>”decent or immoral. Ifl had | would have
Swc°Pies ofiii"#& llre.” This correspondent says he ordered

rukCd one  1!}ook of God, and induced a neighbaor to accept
G " His neighbor has read it, and "praises it very

JoL niy of 0.-Tkanks for your offer of assistance, but there are

i35»CLGs°°a Workers in West Ham itself.
Yioma’Spflighted Wlth our West Ham manifesto, and
Soulsy Maine’s words, " These are the times that try

. g kaife. to hear that you think the Freethinker improves
I—PORN : Yes ks *or your encouraging letter.
GF It ies, d goocj advertisement, and we are making the

I>%, en acting as gecretayy o the West
Mr VW M@ ?erred to in our fast under the Hrea
We apologise for the blunder, and thank
tle same time Tor his good services.

H,s6*iCca olent Fund.—Miss Vance acknowledges W.
BrO’ “BEasc ' , st London Branch, ios.; J. Withey, 5s
j.k -.nee,/- RERs Sisternem—Misss\aateeaukanmi AW,

ofcr"at r"o know absolutely nothin changin materlal
One’> mater*al, but only’in the “n'se ot cto %
~1 Of position to anothe sense ofproducmg
kSsobsI "IeuGod created the unlverse int m rds, which th

y mai mi'na-ls ' Ierely using an idle torul j cfnitc conception.

n FeE ndd503PRIBIE P SARDS Eto unbgFetand TS

AP u;(Ello Thanks. See paragra
more thanks for your valued batches of

to un
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Octavius Drewell.—Your letter is well written, but we do not
care to insert more criticisms of Dr. Keeling's position if he
does not care to reply to them. A one-sided fight is not
exhilarating.

H. C. Long.—No use pursuing the subject, though what you say
is much to the point.

J. Martin.—Of course the West Ham bigots didn’t mean to give
us an advertisement. They would like to burke this journal
but it can't be done.

J. JONES.—Pleased to have the sympathy and approval of such a

veteran. The other matter shall be seen to.
Richard Carroll.—The sight of your handwriting was most
welcome.

W. R. Standage.— Received. Mr. Foote is writing you.

C. M. H.—Glad to know the West Ham friends were so pleased
with Mr. Foote’s speech.

C. Hughes.—Thanks for papers and your encouraging letter.

W. Cox (Liverpool) su?gests that the Birkenhead friends, who
have been trying to form a Branch, should join their forces to
the Liverpool Branch, and lectures mlght then be arranged on
the south side of the Mersey. This correspondent reports that
Mr. Cohen has had successful meetings.

Nathan B. Goodman.—We thank you for offering a copy of the
Freethinker to the Whitechapel Public Library. That the Com-
missioners have declined it only shows that they accurately
reflect the general bigotry.

T. Wilmot, secretary, Camberwell Branch, has removed to 27
Lorrimer-street, Walworth. Lecturers, &c., please note.

W. H. Spivey.—Kindly convey our thanks to the Huddersfield
friends. We will arrange to see them again as soon as
possible.

G. Brady.—Glad to see you watching our West Ham fight so
sympathetically from such a distance.

R. T release, subscribing to our West Ham fund, says that, as
Rev. Hugh Price Hughes and his friends have dropped the
Devil, they perhaps left himat West Ham, where he goes under
the name of Mackey.

A. Simson.—Pleased to hear from Mrs. Neate’s brother. Thanks.
Win or lose, we shall go on fighting. But the end is not
yet. Alderman Fulcher will go on with his rescinding motion,
and we may have more public meetings at West Ham, and more
literature distributed. Twenty thousand copies of our Manifesto
are being put into circulation in the borough. One friend, with
the assistance of otners, is putting a thousand copies in
envelopes, and delivering at every house in his immediate
neighborhood.

Louis Organ.—The reverend critic's stupid letter is marked
“ private,” and therefore we cannot see our way to making it
the theme of a paragraph. Tell him to send us a letter for
publication. That was an amusing romancer who said he saw
Mr. Foote ride up to a Camberwell open-air meeting on a white
horse, with top boots and spurs. Nothing like completing the
picture.

Received.— Freethought Magazine—Crescent—Torch of Reason
—Two Worlds—Open Court— EthicalWorld— Isleof Man Times
— Progressive Thinker—Freidenker—Brann’s Iconoclast— Free-
thought Ideal—Public Opinion—West Ham Herald—Blue Grass
Blade—Glasgow Herald—Sydney Bulletin—Catholic Herald—
People’s Newspaper— Forest Gate Weekly News— Huddersfield
Examiner—West Ham Guardian—New York Truthseeker—
Torch—Awakener of India—Boston Investigator.

Lecture Notices must reach 28 Stonecutter-street by first post
Tuesday, or they will not be inserted.

The National Secular Society’s office is at No. 377 Strand,
London, where all letters should be addressed to Miss Vance.
It being contrary to Post-Office regulations to announce on the
wrapper when the subscription expires, subscribers will receive
the number in a colored wrapper when their subscription is due.

Letters for the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to
28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C.

O rders for literature should be sent to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stone-
cutter-street, E.C.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by
marking the passages to which they wish us to call attention.
The Freethinker will be forwarded direct from the’publishing
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid —One year,

ios. 6d halfyear 5s. 3d.; three months . 8d.

Scale of Advertisements:—Thirty words, is. 6d. ; every suc-
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements :—Oneé inch,
4s. 6d.; halfcolumn £\ 2s. 6d.; column, £2 5s. Special terms
for repetitions.

Sugar Plums.

Mr. Foote lectured to a capital audience on Sunday evening
in the Camberwell Secular Hall. Mr. A. B. Moss occupied a
seat on the platform, and was a very appreciative listener.
Mr. Victor Roger was in the chair. After the lecture a
member of the audience mounted the platform to offer
opposition. He gave his name as Bailey. Afterwards his
first name turned out to be Noah. He was therefore the
writer of certain scurrilous, inflammatory letters against tir
Secularists during the Peckham Rye trouble last summer.
Mr. Roger reminded him of this, and he was very indignant
at the exposure, Mr. Foote’s reply was much relished and
applauded.
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Mr. Foote pays the Chatham Branch a visit to-day (March
79), lecturing morning and evening in the Secular Hall, New
Brompton. It is nearly twelve months since he did a week’s
mission work in the locality.

Mr. Chilperic Edwards lectured to a good audience at the
Athenaeum Hall on Sunday evening, his excellent address
being highly appreciated. The platform will be occupied
this evening (March 19) by Mr. Joseph McCabe, who will
lecture'on “The High Church Movement.” Most of our
readers will recollect that Mr. McCabe came over to Free-
thought from the Roman Catholic Church, in which he held
a distinguished position. This is his first appearance on a
Secular platform in London, and we hope the metropolitan
Freethinkers will give him a crowded meeting and a warm-
hearted reception.

After a long and arduous quest, the Birmingham Branch,
which was expelled by bigotry from the Bristol-street Board
School, has obtained the use of a good hall, centrally
situated in Broad-street. Mr. Foote was appealed to, and
has consented to go down next Sunday (March 26) and open
the ball there. To do this he had to cancel his engagement
for that day in London, but he felt that the Birmingham
Branch must be supported to the fullest possible extent in its
fight against calumny and persecution.

We may mep.tion here that the Birmingham friends applied
for the use of a Board school at Aston, and were refused. Mr.
S. G. Middleton raised a question on this matter at a meeting
of the School Board. Two reverend gentlemen declared that
the schools were built to teach the Bible in—which is news to
those who have read the Education Act of 1870—and that the
Board could not permit the Bible to be attacked in them. The
chairman added something about contaminating the morals of
the people. These School Board bigots have all a strong family
ikeness.

The West Ham meeting on the Freethinker question was a
emagnificent success. Stratford Town Hall was packed with
an eager audience on Wednesday evening, March 8 There
must have been two thousand people present, and perhaps
moré, for the very gallery was crowded, and every bit of
room on the platform was occupied. It was a free and open
meeting ; no single person, however objectionable, was turned
away from the doors ; yet the sympathy of the crowd was
overwhelmingly in favor of justice to this journal. Mr.
Foote had a grand reception on rising to speak ; indeed, it
.was some time before he could make a beginning. His
address was very frequently applauded, and he sat down
amidst a tremendous ovation. When the resolution was put
by the chairman, condemning the action of the bigots, cen-
suring the compromise adopted of putting the Freethinker
behind the screen, and calling upon the Town Council to
have it placed upon the Library tables with other publications,
a forest of hands went up in its favor. Only about thirty
hands in that great meeting were held up against it. No
wonder the friends of fair-play cheered and cheered again.
It was a splendid triumph.

Christian Evidence and Anti-Infidel rowdies came to the
West Ham meeting for the purpose of creating disorder.
Ample precautions, however, were taken against their
designs. There were plenty of stalwart stewards who meant
business. This was borne home to the minds (and bodies) of
some of the blackguards. In the middle of Mr. Foote’s speech
some noisy interrupters had to be warned. One special knot
of them came from Deptford way, with a well-known scurrilous
ringleader, who fancied he could make a row with impunity ;
but a Labor man, who is also a Secularist, got hold of him
neatly, and took him out most scientifically. When the pious
«sowdy brigade found that the organisers really meant to stop
disorder, by physical force if necessary, they quieted down
into perfect silence and respectability ; although they after-
wards muttered what they would do when they had the
1 chance.

Two or three of the pious rowdy brigade were there in the
expectation of being allowed to oppose the resolution. They
were looking forward to a revel of personalities. Imagine
their disgust, then, when it was very properly announced by
the chairman that nobody would be permitted to speak against
the resolution unless he was a resident in West Ham. The
fellows were absolutely and completely sold. They looked it,
and they said it to each other.

Tjvo local Christians .who did speak against the resolution

1were almost worth exhibiting. They made a frightful mess
.of it; Neither sense nor English came from their lips'. Their
.characteristics might be summed up in one word—incapacity.
Some would use a worse designation. It was really pitiable.
Not one of the clerical tribe who.slandered Mr. .Foote behind
his hack had the courage to face him at that free and open
public-meeting. This was forcibly pointed'out to the audience,
and it evoked a storm of indignation, 1
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Capital speeches were made by local men at the vwes ~
meeting. Councillor Terrett, who was in the chain
filled it most admirably; did not detain the meeting 1°"*"*
.every word was to the point. Mr. Martin Judge, ,, ”
posed the resolution, made what the Herald well S
good swinging speech.” Mr. Sims, who seconded,
some sly happy hits at the bigots. Alderman Atheys? ' o
himself to be a thorough humorist. His dressing d°*"_
Councillor Boardman, who started the attack on the
thinker in the Town Council, was irresistibly drolk  jj1or

cillor Scott spoke well, though very briefly. Coun
G odbold spoke as a Ch.ristian,{fnd he ipd'gna { 'Ejm' t',\d
the Freethinker was "Immordt* o—Yindeeent.™ 'T°  cored

he declared, was a ridiculous libel. Alderman I-ulcners
heavily by announcing that he meant to move for the res
ing of the February 28 resolution.

Alderman Fulcher pledged himself to move that cjsa
promise resolution of February 28 be rescinded, r,jokt
stubborn man in matters of conviction, and we dono |aS

that he will keep his word. All the aldermen and q.° o3
at the meeting promised to support him individually! *. afly,
ing the chairman of the Free Libraries Committee. jogs
therefore, the Freethinker question is not exactly set “er
the bigots on the one side, and some weaklings on th
side, fondly imagined. There will be more fightingi
alas and alack, more advertising of this terrible paper.

The West Ham Herald devotes a column of small
a report of the “ Big Meeting at the 1 own Hall.” .. .yfbeb
tally the reporter says that those who turned out the dis (rlie;
were not inhabitants of West Ham. This is only s
moreover, the disturbers themselves were not inhabj - jth
West Ham. They came from other parts of Lonuo (I&/
the avowed intention of breaking up the meeting, jpjt
could. They were allowed to pass in, but were warm IHit
they would be turned out if they were disorderly-
warning had to be made good—unfortunately j° ~ollgli.
Voila tout. For the rest, the Herald report is fan ?,)ieliH
It admits that the resolution was carried by “ an ove jifllics
ing majority,” and that “ probably not more than
were held up against it.” It also allows that “ thec )}t al
which greeted Mr. Foote was both long and I°*-' >
that “ it cannot be denied that he is a powerful speaKe ¢

Herald's, but it admits the size of the meetjng, ai
the fact that the resolution was carried by “ a lar
“ It is quite evident,” the Guardian says editorialfi
vexing question of the Freethinker is not yet settled,
one had been led to hope, by the decision of the Tow

é ,ﬁfg\jl(‘%,g

last week.” “f
This is the resolution that was carried at West »
“That this meeting of burgesses and inhabitants. jpieO

Ham protests against the attempt to violate the P1* , W
religious equality by excluding the Freethinker jptl
reading-rooms of the Free Libraries in this bq&oug@pr(}ky
also condemns the irrational and unjustcomproffise- -
by the Town Council at its meeting on Tuesday, Feb..joil al,
and desires the Council to revert to its former PO5)™
allow the Freethinker to be placed on the table
journals.”

L} - atfk”
Miss Vance took a number of names at the m 3
meeting of persons willing to become members 0 Wcsd>
N. S. S. Branch. A meeting of these is called >r M
next (March 21), at 8 p.m., d 33 High-street, Plaisto”dthe®
Vance will be present, and the Branch will be st. @i®

and then,if possible with a program of immediate pr°l *

We rk-
Sermons /torn  Shakespeare is the title of a j’®@.1? .
Rev. William Day Simonds, published at Chic-J»j™e.

have not seen the book, but we are glad to see

shows that even ministers of religion—or some ot 0]
moving forward. There are plenty of good text
sermons in Shakespeare. _qQ
. .., Cb'-td
Editor Green, of the Freethought Magaeti
emphasises what he said before about the “Tijji
deserving to have a large circulation in America- 5
is no reason,” he savs, “ why-thattittle-pond kn<** = frx
Atlantic Ocean should hinder Ameérican PhHR{RM*1p sod

enjoying”™ that valuable paper, which, we repeat» °
respects is the ablest Freethought journal in the W

Billy—*“ So yer didn’'t get nuthin’ but a jack-kn*tc * ,ifii"
for Christmas?” Tommy—*“ Dat’s all | got worth J t««
ere-wiz-a-sult wv tiiihes, and a-overcoat, 8AE a 1 ¢ peni
and some underclothes, and a Bible, and a boo ™ ¢+
and sonic stockin’«, and gloves, and collars arid.
few other trifles like dat not worth speakin’of.
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Is Theology a Science ?

TIEEOLOcy 1 A * A
wjmg © las sometimes been called the science of

bribin ~ is a science so-called which relates to the

thCs an”™ PurP°ses of God. There is no doubt
nirgs °Usands, and hundreds of thousands, of cultivated
tre sudave fflven their best thought through years to
hae u ~ °l this subject, and vast libraries of books
propyje6l Wr>tten to expound it ; but is theology,
b«VhalLspeakintr- a science ? There is no question
~cted 1Connfcted with the study of it have been con-
ath$olln' es™ atlons 'n ancient history, in prehistoric
ingere ' "1 geography, in philosophy, and in science
kovech’ have resulted in enlargement of human
nod c”e.autt in improvement in man’s social and
cectintaitOn’  ~ut wh'de these subjects, studied in
RvinceOni-Wrth theology, undoubtedly” belong to the
Proving °f buman knowledge, and therefore to the
sthject”7  science>is it true that God can be made a
ad Pla® study and knowledge, in regard to his nature
ax clarsfiSUPPos‘ngl that his plans can be ascertained
’\i% ~In a manner to justify us in calling a

a science?

e hatdo we know, what can be learned, in regard to
treinifare of God? God, it is said, is infinite. Can
it . tebe defined? Can it be comprehended ? Is
thet nUrable to the human mind? If it be considered
inteli; % Pure intelligence, what conception of puic
inel]ence can we form except as it resembles the only
gencS elce w'th which we are acquainted, the inte

. Tl qp or the lower intelligence of the brutes .

‘ainlio latelligence of man is growth, expansion. It
C i’ Mily senses, the power of perception and
tre r)rm£ about it to perceive, the power of conception,
HuC.Va °f impressions made upon the brain, tie
ad&mp 'Cat'On of these conceptions or ideas, and their
odd5abon through weeks .and months and years ina
treevnb.Unified system, producing the intelligence o

C Pcrieﬂ d and educated mind.  But all this implies
envir%]menlt_, and action and inter-actio
tktloe Sr 4] implies eensciousness and ¢§row

et OF A 41 of infelligﬁe%ce from that of the infant to
°refiniteng ult* ~ impiies surroundings, and there-

;ﬁ'ﬁe“]m‘%@eak of the intelligence of God dowe mean

% a limited being with an organi ,
ob£‘n «Pace, and who iS, therefore, surrounded by

hed ,wbjch he can perceive; that he has 1 .

s ..j~"&mningthat they are based up j

brip ab°ut him ; that he has imagination by whicb he
m"d things that are a distance fron him,

thip, bas memory by which he reca s a 1

faa£ ~gotten at another ; that he has reason,”

Perceiving relations, and comparing
~ ¢ "conclusions, and thereby adding toh.s know

for suff3at b? possesses sympathy, or has P ret
axdS nnS like finite beings, and therefore 1 v
No. r?,v over suffering because of this symy* vy e;ch

"Scanr et tb's Is the only kind of mtelhgen gwe
cati fra °nTlany definite idea. Ofinfinite in y any
<

'7 ofti? n° eonception whatever ; we cann
r ?”E) eatwhich ¥ﬁ@ B8 words, “ infinite intelligence,’
it fusion Mas We use them are as contradictory as the
u.c"o\vs asc[uarecircle,” or “a round triangle.” Then
Ha°r * iti dt *be word God in philosophy is like the
adsf0  an indeterminate algebraic equation. It
rqe,Can solv? ?kn°wn.  We have no formula by which
ViR ; 2lithe Pro~ern and Tearn what the symbol
ofth V ntellhra Is. °.nly saying that the mathematics of
q~Miflite enEt Is inadequate to deal with the problem

> his being so, what validity is there in

Hi .Mag \bvi* noumienoen, oF cauge dimd basis of all
P the £ ~es beneath all phenomena, that

« jses throusurnate “very activity, physical and
andP f*'°nt the entire universe during begin-

« >/ uuless fhme, is a proper object of scientific
>e. ; *actis

A -not a science, and never was
.He , 'ng Of .~wledge, but there can be no science

S v b6'Ho'il"cb there can be no knowledge, and
'ffiit,- ti. .n°wledge of anything that does not

* "Mrins bf 'Our human faculties. If one
H'e employed to describe’human
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intelligence to represent, for the satisfaction of the un-
developed mind, that which philosophy knows is un-
representable, let it be so understood ; but for the
thinker to claim that these conceptions of God are
absolutely truthful, and that the utterance and reiteration
of such speculations are the teachings of science, is simply
to claim what is obviously absurd.
B. F. Underwood (America).
— (Reproduced.)

What Would Jesus do?

I usually spring out of bed as the clock strikes seven, but
this morning, instead of doing so, | stopped to consider
matters. | had been reading the night before “In His
Steps,” and an impulse seized me to follow Jesus. There-
fore, instead of jumping out of bed, | stopped to think,
“ What would Jesus do?”

I could not remember any precedent for Jesus getting out
of bed. “ Foxes have holes,” etc. | had evidently made an
error in going to bed at all, but it was too late to rectify it.
Thequestion | had to face was: What, given thecircumstances,
would Jesus do ?

| was loath to begin the day with a false start, so | gave
all my attention to this question, and besought the counsel of
the Holy Ghost.

| was awakened out of a beautiful sleep by my wife inform-
ing me it was half-past eight, and | was so startled by the
information that | leaped out of bed without thinking any-
more about Jesus.

There was no difficulty about breakfast, except that it had
to be taken in haste, like the Passover feast. Fortunately for
me, Jesus used to eat, except during his famous Dr. Tanner
feat, lasting forty days.

I went down to the office, doubting very much whether
Jesus would have done so. | cannot remember that lie ever
did a stroke of work in his life.

I was halfan hour late. (They certainly do say that Jesus
came much later than he was expected.) | had to make
some excuse, and on the spur of the moment | said | had
been unwell. (Jesus once told a lie—* She is not dead, but
sleepeth.”) Being late put me wrong for the whole day, and
made me feel out of temper. But that did not matter, for
Jesus was often in a bad temper.

In our office we have occasionally to do some rather shady
things. But they do not trouble me much. In office hours
I belong to the governor, conscience and all. “ Render unto
Gcsar the things that are Caesar’s.”

In the course of the day | had to chuck a cheeky hawker
off the premises. | could notdo it quite in the style of Jesus ;
I had not time to make a whip of small cords. But my
intentions were good, and the spirit of Jesus was there.
Was he (the hawker) to make my governor’s house a place
of merchandise (without paying rent) ?

So | went home to my wife, not on the whole dissatisfied
with my first day’s walking “ In 1lis Steps.” It is not so
difficult as some people would have us believe, if you only
think of the right text at the right moment.

It is true for my last act | could not recall any precedent.
I could not remember that Jesus ever went home to his wife.
But | went home to mine. J. W. B.

As Others Saw Him.

A Well-known W riter’'s Opinion of Our Late Leader.

“ At that time Bradlaugh’s hand seemed against every man,
and every man’s hand against Bradlaugh—a position in itself
calling for pity, if not for commendation. It was the hero of
later days one felt glad to have seen, the pale, buffeted,
hustled, but unconquerable figure, ex-errand boy, trooper,
coal-retailer, and lawyer’s clerk arraigning that awful body,
the House of Commons, arraigning traditional England, in
liis own person embodiment of all that has made England’s
greatness, the passion for spiritual as well as political
freedom.”—MissM. Betham-Edwards, “ Reminiscences,"p. 21j.

“ Qurs is a Christian Army,” so he said

A regiment of bango men who led.

“ And ours a Christian Navy,” added he

Who sailed a thunder-junk upon the sea.

Better they know than men of peace can do

What is an arriiy and a navy, too.

Pray God there may be sent them by-and-bye

The knowledge what a Christian is, and why.

For somewhat lamely the conception runs

Of a brass-but-toned Jesgs_firing guns. .
—Ambrose Bierce.
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Memorial to the Home Secretary.

T he following Memorial has been addressed to the Home
Secretary —

“Your Memorialists, the Committee of the Criminal Law
Reform Department of the Humanitarian League, in common
with many other members of the community, have been
greatly impressed by the inequality of the sentences passed
by different judges on prisoners convicted of the same offences,
and by the extreme severity of the sentences passed by some
of them. They apprehend that this difference does not arise
from any peculiarity in the cases tried before the judges to
whom they refer, inasmuch as the same differences appear
year after year, notwithstanding changes in the circuits taken
by the judges. They believe that different judges differ in
principle as to the objects which should be aimed at by the
State in punishing criminals, and that some of thejudges aim
not merely at the protection of society, but at retaliation or
revenge upon all persons who, in their opinion, ‘deserve’
punishment, whether such retaliation is beneficial to the
community or otherwise ; and that, if the judges were con-
sulted as to their reasons for inflicting punishment, a startling
difference of opinion among them would become apparent.

“ These remarks appear to your Memorialists to be specially
applicable to the punishment of flogging. Some judges resort
to this punishment on almost every occasion when the law
permits it, while others never resort to it at all. Moreover,
some judges sentence prisoners to a large number of lashes,
or to more than one infliction of the punishment, much more
frequently than do the great majority of their colleagues on
the Bench; and we fear that these judges pass sentences with
little regard to the good of society, and solely with a view of
retribution. We find, moreover, that the judges whose
sentences appear to us most open to exception are often
amongst those whose decisions are frequently reversed on
appeals in civil cases.

“We would further call your attention to the fact that the
great reduction in the severity of our penal system which has
taken place during the present century has not led, even
temporarily, to any outburst of crime ; that every successive
reduction of its severity has, in fact, been accompanied by an
improvement in the criminal statistics of this country ; but
that, after all our reductions, our criminal system is still
probably the severest that exists in any civilised country, and
that there is every reason to believe that its severity might be
further reduced, not only without disadvantage, but with
actual benefit to the community.

‘ Under the present system you alone are authorised to
correct the excessive sentences passed by certain judges, and
to remit the floggings imposed by them on persons whom the
great majority of the judges would exempt from that penalty.
You alone can effect something towards equalising our
sentences, rendering the law more certain in its application,
and preventing the conflict between public opinion and the
administration of the law which must frequently arise so long
as sentences are left to the almost uncontrolled discretion of
a single judge, who may entertain peculiar and erroneous
views as regards the punishment of criminals.

“We therefore appeal to you to take a more active part in
the correction of these evils than has hitherto been done ; to
ascertain whether certain judges do not systematically pass
sentences based on principles in which neither you nor the
public concur ; to remedy as promptly and completely as
possible the evil of excessive or unsuitable sentences, and to
avoid any appearance of sustaining by your action (or inaction)
principles and practices with which we feel confident thatyou
do not concur.

“ (Signed) Joseph Collinson,
“ For the Humanitarian League.”

The Missionary.

We sent him ter dc heathens
Ter lay de gospel down ;

Dey chopped him inter mincemeat,
En sol’ him by de poun’!

O believers,
Dat’s a bitter cup ;

You go to he’p the heathen,
En de heathen eat you up !

We sent 'em out another one,
En still dey treat him rough,
Ell sen’ us dis ongrateful word :

“ Dis one ain’t fat enough T’

O believers,
What dem heathens mean ?
Dey want de missionary fat,
En grumble ef he lean 1

«Atlanta Constitution.
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Book Chat.

Those people who think that advanced periodica ~
necessarily shortlived will learn with surprise tI18 i
contemporary, the Westminster Review, is now n
seventy-sixth year of publication. This paper was ®&VvayS
as long ago as 1823, and its list of contributors has \ flic

been such as few of its rivals could boast of. *, (6
Westminster Review can still hold its own in these L js
cheap publishing speaks well in its favor, and that 't iG

abreast of the times bears testimony to the ability
conductors.

* * *

. std

It seems well-nigh impossible to obtain truth frotn .PySfar
They always have regarded it as being far too Prcc' . nto
popular consumption. The Dean of Ely is no excep 1 fe
this rule. In his recent book, Charles Kingsley tfic
Christian Social Movement, he unblushingly states et
Christian Socialists founded the Co-operative .y'gtubb5
From this we are probably to conclude that Dr. ™ ffilS
either never heard of the Rochdale Pioneers, or that
writing with his tongue in his cheek.

* * *

. , » Hugl
The names of Maurice, Kingsley, “ Tom ﬂ%oq%
Vansittart Neale, and J. M. Ludlow are too " e ijjflui QL

among co-operators for Dr. Stubbs’s preposterous ¢ ™M™
their behalf to be taken seriously in that quarter. iy
general reader is likely to be deceived, and thatlSr nt3
why the Dean of Ely claims the Co-operative “flic
being founded by Christians. Everyone knows f flie

Christian Socialists ” came to naught. The niember”.s}l
Co-operative Productive Societies of to-day will be aS 0]
to find that this imaginative ecclesiastic is attenif’ Ofliis
rewrite the history of their Movement in the intcre

own confounded “ ism.”

Mr. Ernest Newman, who achieved a distinct sucoefgl ML
his book, Gluck and the Opera, has just issued thro q
Bertram Dobell a very interesting work entitled -  Of 41°
Wagner (published at 12s.). In this bulky volunl c'f9
pages NIr. Newman attempts to study Wagner RicQp .
standpoint suggested by Ins work—musical, P?. mapI”C}f
literary. For this purpose the mass of ordinary . , facts L
matter has been dispensed with—the essentia
Wagner’s life being presented in a Synthetical | ~ terf,n
the whole volume is devoted to the attempt to fl,lu “janS"L'
quid between the Wagnerians and the anti-Wagn a;of.
see the man, in fact, as he really was. The metno ™ [I @
has been to throw light on his musical theories ™ ecf®
musical practice, and vice versa, and to arrive . utteri'm\$
psychological estimate of him by examining bis uits
on non-musical subjects, and co-ordinating the
obtained with those given by the study of him & ~cltf
and poet. Mr. Newman writes very well. Thoug ¢ J«u
read many so-called “ studies” of Wagner’s wor J/Ngitsi' j
never seen anything so clear, critical, and corup j fly

This study of a great composer is one to be treas iDa
interested in music. We can strongly' reconurie
honestly thank the author for his book.

SN

The numerous admirers of Baron Corvo's
phemies will hear with pleasure that Mr.JO1/ jifl. P&
shorily publish a fbeand series of Stories Toto Toléy, riSyee. i
Corvo’s book has sold well, and attracted very c°” siK.j
attention, in spite of the journalistic conspiracy .~M'1
concerning the volume. We quite agree with the
called it one of the most notable books of the past )

* * *

us

Yet another new magazine ! After the lugubr ®{|Ustrf
we now have the brightly-written and cleverly | ajii f

Butteijly. This new-comer is the most dainty’ i
publication we have seen for a long time, and
contributors, both artists and writers, seems r ~Mij
monthly delight. The two “ supernatural ” cart fix e
8. H. Sime Will ‘interest-our—readers. They aréaca
very blasphemous, and, of course, very original. unipy>
ofthe Duke of York by Max Beerbohm in thesani  ¢™0°
revelation. We shall look forward with lively eNI
succeeding issues.

* * * ’S_d‘M

Mr. Walter Scott has just added Mrs. Brownlh)" von
Leigh to the well-known “ Canterbury Poets,
has an Introduction from the pen of Mr. Wingat

Major-General Dawsonne M. Stron1gh Al 5
Watts and Co. (2s. 6d.) a volume on The Aletnp .  ga
tianity and Budfﬁhism.) The author Ha& fi¥& @E (2]
understands its spirit. The titles of some  i'*aniav srA
give an idea of their contents—“ Jesusand C j J2 W*
and the Kcsmos,” “ Soul, Self, Individuality'»,.
“Heaven and Nirvana.” This book i5 very " |,
ing. It is intepesting, instructive, and suggest
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ad \nP"e't: Court (Chicago) for March opens with a long
L, Uvexsting article on the Encyclopaedists by Professor
pora./ plhl. of Paris. The frontispiece is an admirable
‘eaared -n D’Alembert. Dr. Paul Carus contributes a
RAde. "' , strated article on “ The Cross and its Significance.”
InfantsQ’ ?*bot’ °f Paris, writes on “ The General ldeas of

1 and Deaf-Mutes.” A valuable, informing number.
TInE * * *
ad/erf(!lce?t death of Miss Sara Hennell, who lived to a very
"ho 0d age, recalls the fact that it was really her brother
G Henreiiz0S'tlve distinction to the family name. Charles
Pudlisher? «S 1nl uiry Concerning- the Origin of Christianity,
Wihit m *38, was a remarkable work for the time at
Vsa $al5eared’ and is worth reading even now. Hennell
°f an ex nitC'°lar’ a keen and hold critic, and the master
Kid, and* Cnt sty'e’ D was he who influenced George
~talu«- flirned "her mind in the direction of translating

and Feuerbach.

TI’ER * * *
rEartillwW Century Review for March contains an interest-

. °a “The Murder Novel,” by John M. Robertson,
Siil? Jr too little on purely literary subjects. Mr.
ShakesL  ter continues his elucidation of “ The Mystery of
@'ment feS bonnets.” The other articles do not call for

* * *

A ;!%S- addition te the very cheap editions of notable
CHtier >ra®Sixpenny reprint of Georiye Moore's clever novel,

“ Alter Scott*! kI'1101 *S f>UZis''ed this week by the firm of

' I>Swith * * *
RS issued Unusual pleasure we hear that Mr. Redway has
lit"ani-Rd\v ".'f'i ar*d cheaper edition at 6s. of Miss M.

nd'fse Coluiard ~ Reminiscences, which we reviewed recently

Correspondence.

GAMBLING.

Sir T° TRE EDITOR of “ the freethinker.”
"tech j nyour 'ssue of March 5 it is stated that in a sermon

giuy Ppaghed at Gt Paul's eathedral against gambling
kini'BggF £ U . not condemn gambling when founded on
Ru 11 gall yec Inical knowledge.” As | said nothing of the
~ PURIL:P°n 3°u to contradict the mis-statement with as
J T error y as Possible.
NaPh Uh.rappears to have originated in a misleading para
r Wee ofji‘, a sensational heading in the Westminster
of.r'W | Uary 2°- but on February 23 the Westminster
1 case Is'lecl a letter from me setting forth the true facts

>ress exBml!rePresentation  my statement appears to be
LkY 4 ,Isable when it is noted that other papers have
R 2 - gerwmon in its true sense. The Record of
w L I°ncludes its report with these xvords : “ His

its S le— bear is t° B}Jbllshed by __the Anti-
¢ stlfvc,."eague, is likely--to- hf{\r in' " Bater effegifrom 2

> d Wed moderation.” And the C tjie remark
h wQ?ij \ quotation from the sermo of the words
recxtlv d bc well for parents to ponder s°m  whUworth

»tSt 2P?ken on gambling by the Rev. Allen

»atSJJnépg‘EHﬂi?ft&é pfsﬂsmegéem%%r\vhat I did

W. Allen W hitworth.

‘1~ idsa W™ a Clean of Blood.
IhJ°"*Wers has ever bornedW|tréess to rthe prowesa
no murdered.men have poure
fd h%%&eﬁ“p thelrdﬁearl:bstones Kiffe (‘}ln his name ; fo
n "cJlefaith an'. \q cursed his name to high heaven. He

1son. °f the pCean °f the stain of blood. He was the
til'unU and So .Peace, of love, of charity, of com-

rst°od,.__Tre"ir. 's his teaching that it can never bc
Y ¢'‘elding, “ The Soul ofa People," p. 88.

é>|§ 8ILés ,, Ot In a Pious Mood.
n _rhegajtablef yes*John is at home, but I hardly think
>

uV Dr. & e ° f mind to sec you.”
'rs iv,irubie |,

Pe/rs.. _Us:
AwiiP™Mt a

, My (making a pastoral call) :
VvV |ho

“Heisi

1°'>hut he took one of the furnace
* 'Qragain6™ V/ aff° to fx it, and lie’s trying to
g icago 'IQrigune. ying
Mi~.afNistgghor~'<a %

TWY°nar,Utterlv Hss. », are those cannibals really ignorant

ftia r® Ves O and refinement?” Returned
lof and my Colj™ quite devoid of taste, | assure you!

—ah 1+ e>lor instance ; a fat, coarse- gralned
«1trust he is in the better world \"-New
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He Dared not Disobey.

“ Beloved flock,” the parson said,
Then paused and wiped his eyes ;
“ As pastor and as people
We must sever tender ties.
I've a call to go to Blankton,
To be their chosen pastor ;
A call so loud, to disobey
| would but grieve the Master.”

Replied the spokesman of the flock :
“Though loud the call may be,

We’'ll call you louder to remain ;
An X for every V

Those Blankton people offer you
We'll give to keep you here.

We trust you’'ll hear a voice divine
In our call so loud and clear.”

With sobbing voice the pastor said :
“ My duty is clear now ;

I'll stay with you, beloved ones—
To heaven’s will | bow ;

So let us sing, ‘ Blest be the tie,’
And sing it loud and strong ;

To leave you when you call so loud
Would be exceeding wrong.”

Then in his study he sat down
A letter to indite
Unto the church at Blankton ;
Thus did the pastor write :
“ I've wrestled o’er yourcall with prayer,
The Lord bids me to stay ;
And, consecrated to his work,
I dare not disobey.”

The Secular Society, Limited.
REGISTERED OFFICE—376-7, STRAND, LONDON, W.C

This Society has been incorporated for the purpose of legalising
the receipt, holding, and expenditure of funds for the promotion
of Secularism. Its objects, as set fortn in the Memorandum of
Association, comprise every essential for which Secularists are
striving. The governing idea of all of them is expressed in this
primary clause :—* To promote, in such ways as may from time
to time be determined, the principle that human conduct should
be based upon natural knowledge, and not upon supernatural
belief, and that human welfare in this world is the proper end of
all thought and action."

Tiie Society has powers to purchase, lease, rent, or build halls
or other premises; to employ lecturers, writers, organisers, or
other servants ; to publish books, pamphlets, or periodicals ; to
assist other associated persons or individuals who are spemally
promoting any of its objects; to co-operate with any kindred
Society in any part of the world ; and to do any other lawful
thing in furtherance of all or a 3/ of its said objects. To this end
it is empowered to “ have, hold, receive, and retain any sums of
money paid, given, dewsed or bequeathed by any person, and to
employ the same for any of the purposes of the Society."

Intending members must be proposed and seconded in writing,
and admitted by the Board of Directors, which consists of twelve
members elected at the Annual Members’ Meeting. Each member
admitted pays an entrance fee of 10s., and after the first year of
his (or her) membership a subscription of 5s. annually.

Persons of means who approve the Society’s objects are in
vited to insert a clause on its behalf in their wills. This may be
done without the slightest fear of misadventure. It would be
well, although not necessary, to apprise the Board of Directors
of such a clause having been inserted ; or the communication
could be made (in confidence) to the Chairman.

Without waiting for the realisation of such bequests, the Board
of Directors appeal to members and sympathlsers for donations,
in order to push on with the Society's work.

At a successful stance in Cincinnati a man burst into tears
when the medium described very accurately a tall, blue-eyed
spirit standing by him, with light whiskers and hair parted
in the middle. “ Do you know him ?” inquired a friend in a
sympathetic whisper. “ Know him ? 1 guess | do ! replied
the unhappy man, wiping his eyes. “ He was engaged to
my wife ; if he hadn’t died, he would have been her husband
instead of me. Oh, George, George,” he murmured, in a
voice choked with emotion, “ why did you peg out ?”

Little Henry was in the habit of ending his prayers every
night with a request for a baby brother to play with, but at
last he gave up in despair. A few weeks later his mother
called him and showed him twin babies. He looked at them
in wonder for a moment, and exclaimed : “ Well, it'sa mighty
lucky thing | stopped praying, or we might have got three.”
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

[Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday,
and be marked “ Lecture Notice,” if not sent onpost-card.]

LONDON.

The Atiienjeum Hall (73 Tottenham Court-road, W.): 7.30,
Joseph McCabe, "The High Church Movement.”

Battersea Branch : Meeting's every Monday at 830, at 8
Atherton-street, Battersea.

Bradlaugh Club and Institute (36 Newington Green-road,
Ball's Pond): 8.30, A Concert.

Camberwell (North Camberwell Hall, 16 New Church-road):
Every Saturday, at 7, Debating Class and Social Club. Sunday,
at 7.30, A. E. Elderkin, “ The New Free Church Catechism: Its
Teachings and its Omissions.”

East London Ethical Society (Bow Vestry Hall, Bow-road,
E.) : 7, H. Snell, " The Novels of Zola—Rome."

South London Ethical Society (Surrey Masonic Hall, Cam-
berwell New-road, S.E.): 11.15, Discussion; 7, Stanton Coit,
" The Influence of Martyrdom.”

West London Ethical Society (Kensington Town Hall): 11,
Stanton Coit, “ The Influence of Martyrdom.”

West London Secular Cilub (15 Edgware-road): A Parlia-
ment every Tuesday at 8. Thursday, March 23, at 9, C. Davis,
“ Shakespeare the Sceptic.”

Westminster Secular Society (Grosvenor Arms,
street): 7.30, R. P. Edwards, “ How to Read the Bible."

Open-air Propaganda.
11.30, Messrs. Edwards, Heaford,

Page-

Battersea Park Gates:
and Pack.
Hyde Park (near Marble Arch): 11.30, A lecture.

COUNTRY.

Birmingham Branch (Prince of Wales Assembly Rooms):
H. Percy Ward—3, “The Gospel of Secularism 7, “How
Christianity has Cursed Humanity.”

Chatham Secular Society (Queen’s-road, New Brompton) :
2.43, Sunday-school ; G. \V. Foote—11.30, " Truth and Falsehood
about Freethought ”; 7, "Souls, Spirits, Ghosts.”

Derby Branch (Central Hotel, Market-place): 7, W. H.
Whitney, “ Secularism.” n

Glasgow (Lecture Hall, 110 Brunswick-street): 12, Discussion
Class—Mr. G. Faulkner; 6.30, J. Watson, “,To John-0’-Groats
with Wheel and Camera.” Lantern illustrations.

Great Yarmouth Freethinkers’' Association (Freethinkers'
Hall, bottom of Broad-row). Thursdays, at 8.30, Elocution Class.
Sur|1day, at 7, Mr. Sterry, “What Christianity Demands Us to
Believe.”

Hunr (Friendly Societies’ Hall, No. 2 Room) : Mr. Trumper,
"Might is Right.”

Leicester Secular Club (Humberstone-gate): 6.30, R. W.
~Harvey, "Above the Snow-line." Limelight illustrations.

Liverpool (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square): E. J. Sale (of
*Birmingham)—3, “ A Secularist View of the Bible”; 7, "Did God
Make Man, or Did Man Make God?"

. Manchester Secular Hall (Rusholme-road, All Saints):
«J. M. Robertson—11, “ Education as a Right”; 3," The New In-
tolerance: Scientific and Anti-Scientific 7, “ The Indestructibility
«of Freethought.” Tea at5.

Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockinghafn-
street): 7, W. F. Barnard, “ The Folly of Philosophy.”

South Shields éCaptain Duncan’s Navigation School, Market-
place): 7.30, “ Food and Health.” 1

Lecturers’ Engagements.

C: Cohen, 17 Osborne-road, High-road, Leyton.—March 18,
19, and 20, Stanley ; 26, Sheffield.

Arthur B. Moss, 44 Credon-road, S.E.— April 23, e., Edmon-
ton. May 7, a., Victoria Park; 14, a. ande., Brockwell Park ; 21,
a., Victoria Park.

H. Percy Ward, 5 Alexandra-road, Edgbaston, Birmingham.
—March 26, Birmingham. April 16, Glasgow.

POSITIVISM.

“Reorganisation, without god or hing, by the systematic
worship of Humanity.”

Information and publications on the Religion of Humanity
may be obtained free from Mr. Malcolm Quin, Church of
Humanity, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

NON-POISONOUS PAINTS.

Resist all Atmospheric Influences. Samples Free. J. Greevz
Fisher, 78 Chapel Allerton, Leeds ; or S. R. Thompson, 25 Chats-
worth-avenue, Walton, Liverpool.

TANTON, the People’s Dentist, 335 Strand (opposite Somerset

House).—TEETH on VULCANITE, 2s. 6d. each; upper or

1 loner set, £1. Best Quality, 4s. each; upper or lower, £2.

Completed in four hours when required ; repairing or alterations

in two hours. If you pay more than the above, they are fancy

charges. Teeth on platinum, 7s. 6d. each ; on 18 ct. gold, 15s,;
stopping, 2S. 6d. ; extraction, is. ; painless by gas, 5s.
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Works by Colonel R. G. Ingersoll-

Some Mistakes of Moses.
The only complete edition in
England. Accurate as Cg-
lenso, and fascinating as a
novel. 132 pp., is.; superior
paper, cloth, 1s. 6d.

Defence of Freethought.
A Five Hours' Speech at the
Trial of C. B. Reynolds for
Blasphemy. 6d.

6d.

Shakespeare.

T he Gods. 6d.

The Holy Bible. 6d.

Reply to Gladstone. With
a Biography byJ. M. Wheeler.
4d.

Rome or Reason ? A Reply
to Cardinal Manning. 4d.

Crimes against Criminals.
3d. >

O ration on Walt W hitman.
3d.

O ration on Voltaire. 3d.
Abraham Lincoln. 3d.
Paine the Pioneer. 2d.

Humanity's Debt to T homas

Paine. 2d.
Ernest Renan and Jesus
Christ. 2d.

T rue Religion. 2d.
T hree Philanthropists.
Love the Redeemer. 2d.

2d.

IS Suicide a Sin ?

Last Words on Suicide, ti-

God and tiie State. 2d ,

Why am | an Agnostic-
Partl. 2d.

Why am |
Part 1l. 2d.

Faith and Fact.
Dr. Field. 2d.

God and Man. Second ref-
to Dr. Field. 2d.

The Dying Creed. 2d. .

The Limits of Tolfrali*'
A Discussion with the 1
F. D. Coudert and Gov. «
Woodford. 2d. FaD"

The Household of
2(t.

Art and Morality.

Do | Blaspheme :

Agnostic®
an

n
Replv 1

20M fiS

The Clergy and

Sense. 2d. od p
Soma? Salvatuﬁw\mCE_
Marriage and
Skulls. 2d. id
The Great Mistake.
Live Topics, id. .
Myth and Miracle. I-
Real Blasphemy, id.

Repairing the ldols. 1;
Christ and Miracles. 1jj
Creeds and Spirituality

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street

THE |

ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, | BELIEVE, -

TRUE MORALITY, op THE THEORY AND PBaC
OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S,,

NS5,

”

iGo pages, with portrait and autograph, bound in ¢10th,gi,tU ‘

Price is., post free.
In order to bring the information within the reach of

e
o A

most important parts of the book are issued in a PanT plddi*

pages at one penny, post free 2d. Copies of the p
distribution is. a dozen post free. i

The National Reformer of September 4, 1892, 0
Holmes’ pamphlet......is an almost unexceptional sta

Jr
VS: M

. apr i

Neo-Malthusian theory and practice......and throug , servji;<
to moral feeling......The special value of Mr. Holmes

the Neo-Malthusian cause and to human well-being ")ent
just his combination in his pamphlet of a plain s,a C\\
physical and moral need for family limitation with *P al

of the means by which it can be secured, and an » -
cerned of the requisites at the lowest possible Pr,ceArysda®

The Council of the Malthusian League,

Dr. D >jemsw,

Allbutt, and others, have also spoken of it in very Ejg
The trade supplied by R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-s

E.C. Other orders should be sent to the author,

eOK®

J. R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAGE. 0 -
W. J. Rendell’'s “W.ife's Frie»“.

Recommended by Mrs. Besant in Law of Populatd 0
Dr. Allbutt in I\VifdsHandbeok; p<3Made ONLY | (1-

Chadwell-street, Clerkenwell; 2

in larger quantities).

Important

Beware of useless imitations substituted by

2s, per doz., post jr
For particulars send stamped

Caution. pd&'?fl;
Mo

chemists, the words “ Rendell & Co,” and «J. W;tlicp"t

being speciously and plausibly introduced to degeiv

Look for Autograph Registered T rade

NN

In Red Ink on each box, without which'none Nfuw
Higginson's Sgginge, with Vertical and ReVYSFSE P

4s. 6d., and 3s. 3d. Dr. Palfrey's Powder, is.'2d.

pound, is. 2d. Dr. Allbutt’s Quinine Powders, 3s** f

prices post free. dtr

W. J. RENDELL, 15 Chadwell-st,, ClerKe' .,
T ESSONS IN FRENCH.—Monsieur Jutes f V

Pupils.
moderate.

Easy plan and efficiency guarantee*.- y y
Address, 32 Store-street, Bedford-sglia ’
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Now Ready.
INQERSOLL'S GRANO NEW LECTURE
PERST ITIO

Price Sixpence.

LONDON: R. FORDER, 28 STONECUTTER-STREET, E.C.

persoli s Newest Lecture. PECULIAR PEOPLE

. AN OPEN LETTER
the devil. o

MR. JUSTICE WILLS
Full Of Wit, Humor, Eloquence.

it ey ¢ ON HIS SENTENCING
.3 critic- r° ~°'one* Bigersoll replies to the preachers who Thomas George Senior
~ckitig ]S b's lecture on Superstition by saying he is

o

|’v>eamK é#%]’]fs straw. It is one of his sharpest and most To Four Months' Imprisonment with Hard Labor

L FOR OBEYING THE BIBLE.
P ge
iet. Is. 3d., by post Is. 5d. BY
,Pief
“y now,be ordered. The first supply expected G. W. FOOTE.
LW, rrivefrom America on March 18th. Issued by the Secular Society (Ltd.), 376-7 Strand, London.

ahs Si Co., 17, Johnson's-court, Fleet-street, E.C.
Price One Penny.
. . . Copies can be obtained for free distribution at 2S. per hundred.
S Ia | IS m Versus TlE Gratis parcels of copies can be obtained by N. S. S. Branches,
Ism &c., by applying to Miss Vance, .Secretary, 376-7 Strand, London,

W.C., or to Mr. R. Forder, 128 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

o .®p COhen and Dp Keelmg Price 3d., by posted., 1" »
t,e-'@ The Secularist's Catechism.

‘qgnUtile /)y, . which has given rise to the recent dis- L L - . .
'I'QUa;" g, until Pfizer between the above gentlemen, can An Exposition of Secular Principles, showing their Relation to

e r-S sixpen lefilll of March, by swritten application, the Political and Social Probictiis ofthe Day.
o hIessr«(b-TrOrI, Pos;agde Igthe pnIyRcQarE_e),.to tp(e By CHARLES WATTS,
aylor an rancis, "Re ion-cou
.The r-ondon, EYC ’ " London : Charles Watts, 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, E.C.
°pies> "n onV tprolonged because, owing to the book

Pr'nt, there lias been some delay in supplying Only a Few Copies Left. S B

ORCE AND MATTER. "By Ludwig Buchner. Reduced
F to 2s. 6d. nett ; by post 2s. iod.- _ - - -

Price 3d., by post 4d., London: R. FordeV, 28.Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Secular Almanack for .,

Ediced Thwaites’ Household Doctor.
ovir-cal % bx G W. FOOTE.

pC 2r' W TE'~'The \\/°" '®99-—The Future of Freethought. By THE BEST B_OOK .
cP- B «tlie”jVork Before Us. By Charles Watts. - to have by you whenever you are not iis well a’s you would like
>Tk hloss  J-G ot C. Cohen.—A Freethinkers PrO- to be. Within its pages you will find a Treatise on most Diseases,
bd** Sep.'rThe pr ®-~The Hooligans of Superstition. By and how to Cure them with Herbs, which are Nature’s Remedies.
°nal Se-r Societv | ' mof Superstition. By W. Heaford. 5 e L S I
QuW Socie/ — 'Information. Concerning- the Price Sixpence—Post Free.
Lopdso,, R p¥' freethought Lecturers. G. THWAITES, 2 Church-row, Stockton-on-Tees.

order, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C. List of Prices Free.
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NOW READY, STOUT PAPER COVERS, Is.; CLOTH, 2s.

THE BOOK OF GOD

IN THE LIGHT OF THE HIGHER CRITICISM.

With Special Reference to Dean Farrars New Apology.

By G. W. FOOTE,

Contents:— Introduction—The Bible Canon—The Bible and Science— Miracles and Witchcraft—The Bible and Frei
thought— Morals and Manners— Political and Social Progress— Inspiration—The Testimony of Jesus—The Bible and ¢
Church of England—An Oriental Book— Fictitious Supremacy.

SOME PRESS OPINIONS:—
“ A volume we strongly recommend....... Ought to be in the hands of every earnest and sincere inquirer.”—Reynolds' Nev<speP

“ Mr. Foote, the leader of English Secularism, takes the Dean’s eloquence to pieces, and grinds the fragments to p"wder"‘Jt
occasionally, a seventeenth-century bluntness startles the reader of Mr. Foote’s criticisms, his style, as a whole, is characters”™ »
a masculine honesty and clearness that form a refreshing contrast to Dr. Farrar's over-jewelled diction....... Mr. Foote's treatnl

the Dean is as skilful as it is emphatic.”—Ethical World.

" A style at once incisive, logical, and vivacious....... Keen analysis and sometimes cutting sarcasm........ More interesting than
novels.”—Literary Guide.
LONDON : R. FORDER, 28 STONECUTTER-STREET, E.C.
Self-measurement Form.
3 3
Coat. h T rousers. Vest. TONS
Inches. Inches. Inches.
TONS Length of waist....... Round waist over Centre of back to
Full length of coat.... trousers ....... OPENING....eeieeeeireenienns ) of
In Weight of Halfwidth of back... Inside leg seam . Centre of back to In Weight
Centre back to elbow. Full length of ftill length........cccocevvnee
Centre ofback to full trousers........... Round chest over NMenufacturers’
M anufacturers’ length of sleeve___ Round thigh....... VESE o
Round chest,close to Round knee....... Round waist over
armpits, over vest, Round bottom chest. i Remnants.
Remnants. not coat.......cceceeuuen. . Lined or unlined . Please say if vest
Round waist, over Side or cross is to have collar
AVZCTS] pockets........... (o] g [0 PR

A good, strong, fashionably-cut, well-made

SUIT TO MEASURE FOR 27s. 6d.

Black, Navy, Brown, Fawn, Grey, or Slate Cheeks, Stripes, Mixtures, or Plain Colors.

ieS:
Having just purchased over Three Tons in weight of Manufacturers’ Remnants, all in good qualities, perfect, an"slﬁlts
Season’s goods, | am making a bold bid for a big rush of trade for the commencement of the Season. 'These eKii
honestly worth 42s., and | strongly advise all my friends to fill up self-measurement form and secure one of the
tional bargains at once. Always remember | return money in full where goods fail to give perfect satisfaction.

New Spring . JW.GOTT, AGENTS._f
2 & 4, Union St., Wantd everywhere for Cl<églt;l‘
Bradford. e e

All widows left with children [
Free Ciotiiinc. Tea knocks out all M€ atonce, and I will puts O dlly
other teas in a fair competition, and

Patterns

Now Ready.

your way by which you can eilS
SEND POST CARD FOR A SET. secures you clothing for nothing, ios. to 12s. a week.
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