THE

Freethinker

Edited by G
°L XIX.-NO.

“ Freethinker” Question.

Th Appeal to the People of West Ham.

arole(ls a Frenchman named Dreyfus whose fate has
FnPfiscT comPassion of the civilised world. He is
The 0i;,“eU ° n an ocean rock called the Devil’'s Island.
They "7 other inhabitants of the island are his gaolers.
IS allowOti sPea”™ to him except when necessary NOr
feid to tv'  spealt to them otherwise. He was sen-
“Vhich real! S Mliluman punishment by a court-martial,
e belig y tr'ed !I'm behind his back. Scarcely any-
?scapeo.Jes ,be was guilty. Apparently he was made
Ttrouers”™ t *the 'nterest °f a gang °f forgers and
I*I® bip- 1 ~bey selected him because he was a Jew
FranGe against Jews was then at its height in
ad rt)ézvas calculated that he would have no friends,
lation'¥HL b8 $acrificed without a protest. I his calcu-
.seerned perfectly accurate at the time, but it
cttrieg:qf’faw_ There were some men in France who
O ‘he ; @0 see &N innocent man offered as a victim
spoke; 4itar OF religious fanaticism. Gradually they
°thers UtOn the subject. Zola, Clémenceau, Jaurés, and
Jaised nnear,y every one of them Freethinkers at last
justiGe standard of revolt against an infamous 1I-
tober; N°wthe Dreyfus case, which was never, never
°f AnnoFened>'s >n the hands of the judges of the Court
imoPpeal; and it |§ p[@gf/ certain that the prisoner’d
g reycheib. Be completely vindicated.
was rea’Mcrime was being a Jew. But that, of
\ced body WOt m b’s indictment. As a member of a

tr?20rdinplv 6 C?u”d be lied against in any direction.
having got him under lock and key as

;‘2”‘(% , , Persecutors gave out that he was a spend-
he adly wanted money, that he drank heavily,

lisreSyppe&iected Ris wifé and children and  kept
siight(»fSb° rt’ fhathe was a bad fellow, unworthy
5n,ebeen a st consideration. All these villainous libels
H '~UstriOl'3y disproved. Dreyfus was abstemious
K7 7 ‘fe stnij™M18! & meslel husband, a devoted father.
sinSaract . scornfully at his traducers. She knew
bewagriand her heart has never swerved or faltered
u? “Ucaf8St]lafched from her embraces. She cherishes
;2 f°r h»6? ler children, and waits with sublime forti-
*>1,v~band’s return.
all this to do with the

r,andvr c. ?nayv\)’é’&atm‘éﬁw Wait a minute, |
y,;et us you will see.

r~'dsfo e beginnjng of this agitation in
@Kes C_* i Iz}i'%e$1n¥<erglbac;%een on Hp f(
Tv,°r years, and nobody seemed £ was no

damire 7eath rate had not increase _ suddenly
aUtApu development of vice and cn ‘', that West

Poeath O terriblet94ngel T PmEP Byt tHeif

) - “> the “ “¢e matt« br0"Sl't
¢ esthinl \W. —“much, xlien twlCinpk iigaumt luc
Itlgjoritv> I0Wever>defeated by the firm attitude

ipr!!l Ves to an °A 1 Council, who declined to lend
act of persecution.
reeHat' Oul.

210rnent the bigots pursued a policy of
rQ ? aght Farf€ry eence' vable tnsukt-was-hurled at the
“ect Was toy  8fenend and at myselfin particular.
Ho,,, G reason°K°bsCUre ‘he real question at issue, and
t] y,arousing passion.
Wisele ‘°Wh Council or the electors be

nm that-3"  ~USt decision by being informed
92q! " () the editor of the Freethinkenwore a

Sunday, March 12,

. W. FOOTE.

Price Twopence.

1899.

slouch hat, that he had not signed the pledge, that he
did not take mustard with beef, that he haggled with
his tailor, that he owed a bill to his washerwoman, or
that he had spoken disrespectfully of his mother-in-law ?
Personalities would not have been raised if | had not
been a Freethinker. That must be evident to all men of
common sense and discernment. It is one of the most
constant lessons of history that the bigot is generally a
calumniator.

I cannot hold that the Town Council or the people of
West Ham have any right to make an inquisition into
my private affairs; and | may add that some of my
slanderers, and some of the worst libellers of the Free-
thought party, would have reason to fear for themselves
if 1 imitated their vulgar example. One minister of
religion, unless | am wrongly informed, has been good
enough, in the exuberance of his Christian charity, to
announce that | have deserted my wife and am living
with another woman. If this were true, it would have
no sort of relation to the question of whether the Free-
thinker should be read in the West Ham Free Libraries.
But it is not true. It is a malicious lie. The wife | am
said to have deserted would like to see that reverend
traducer, and | fancy he would remember the interview.

Other libels are of a somewhat more public character.
It is said that | advocate Free Love. Where and when
is not stated. As a matter of fact, | have written and
spoken against Free Love, and the Free Lovers call me
old-fashioned in consequence. | have said again and
again that the sexual relationship of men and women,
with the possibility of offspring, is not a private but a
social matter, and should be surrounded with social
sanctions. | have said again and again that marriage
is a necessary and beneficent institution, and that the
family is the unit of civilisation. | do not believe this
on religious grounds, but on grounds of history and
evolution. At the same time, | do not want the
constable, the judge, and the gaoler to aid me in main-
taining my opinions. Those who differ from me on any
social question have the same right as | to be heard, if
anyone will listen to them ; and | will defend that right
when it is attacked ; for liberty of thought and freedom
of the press are indispensable conditions of the dis-
covery of truth, which in turn is the pre-requisite of
all progress. In this spirit | joined the Free Press
Defence Committee, when a book by Dr. Havelock Ellis,
the famous criminologist, was being prosecuted. Those
who parade this fact should be honest enough to state
that the editor of Reynolds’s Newspaper was a member
of the same Committee. Other members of it were Mr.
George Bernard Shaw, Mr. Herbert Burrows, Mr.
Grant Allen, and Mrs. Mona Caird. And who but a
rabid bigot would dream that such men and women were
apostles of obscenity ?

The word “ indecency” has been bandied about. It
is even said that the Freethinker is indecent. Now this
is about the most elastic word in the English dictionary.
It may mean anything, from eating with a knife, instead
of a fork, up to something which is punishable by
imprisonment. | had to complain of the free use of the
words “ indecent ” and “ indecency ” when | was prose-
cuted for “ blasphemy ” in 1883. In my speech to the
jury, in the Court of Queen’s Bench, | warned them
against being prejudiced by the introduction of this
vague and odious word. Lord Chief Justice Coleridge,
in summing up, dealt with the same point, and this is
what he said :(—

“ Mr. Foote is anxious to have it impressed on you
that he is not a licentious writer, and that this word does
not fairly apply to his publications. You will have.the
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document? before you, and you must judge for your-
selves. | should say that he is right. He may be
blasphemous, but he certainly is not licentious, in the
ordinary sense of the word ; and you do not find him
pandering to the bad passions of mankind.”

Those who have not read the Freethinker are invited
to listen to this responsible utterance of the Lord Chief
Justice of England, rather than the irresponsible utter-
ances of angry bigots and professional partisans. It is
monstrously absurd to say that there are articles in my
paper which are unfit for young people to read. Sexual
guestions are not treated in its columns. The “ young
people ” are merely introduced into this discussion for
the purpose of raising prejudice by suggesting false-
hood. Moreover there are some pietists with jaundiced
vision who see offensiveness everywhere. | gave
my daughter the other day a copy of Charles
Lamb’s beautiful Tales from Shakespeare, and someone
outside the family told her it was not a proper book for
a young girl to read. And the curious thing is, that
the fastidious pietists see nothing objectionable in the
crude—even gross—Ilanguage of some portions of the
Bible. Everyone knows that the Bible contains passages
which no minister could read out to a mixed congrega-
tion, unless he were prepared to see all the women leave
the church, and to find all the men waiting for him out-
side. But there are no such passages in the Freethinker.

It has been repeatedly stated by more or less profes-
sional Christians in your local press, and it was reiterated
by one of the speakers of the miscellaneous deputation
which waited upon the Town Council, that the National
Secular Society—of which | have the honor to be Presi-
dent, in succession to the late Charles Bradlaugh—is
responsible for the teachings of a book called The
Elements of Social Science. Now this is another impu-
dent falsehood. That book was first published, |
believe, some fifty years ago; the National Secular
Society has been in existence for considerably more
than half that period ; and | want to know at what
Annual Conference, or at what Executive meeting,
during the whole of that time, this Society has assumed
any kind of responsibility for that volume. During the
eighteen years that | have conducted the Freethinker, |
believe | have only referred to the book twice, and that
in the ordinary way when a new edition was sent me for
review. It is a long time since | turned over its pages,
but, as far as | recollect, it covers avast deal of ground.
| daresay | should agree with many of the writer’s
opinions ; from others | know that | strongly dissent.
But I am not going to discuss his views at present.
What | am concerned to say is that | am no more
responsible for his book than | am for the Bible. Nor
is the National Secular Society any more responsible for
it than | am.

Allow me to remind you that the Freethinker, like
every other journal, must stand or fall by its own con-
tents. You are not called upon, merely as citizens in
your civic capacity, to decide whether Secularism is
true or false, or whether the Freethinker advocates
sound or unsound principles. Such questions must
be left to individual determination. Even the Catholic
Herald condemns the censorship which is being
set up by members of your Town Council, aided
and abetted by a coalition of intolerant religionists
outside. It points out that a variety of opinions are
promulgated through the press, and a Free Library will
necessarily contain publications that are offensive to
this or that section of the community. If a censorship
is to be maintained, where will it end? A Christian
objects to the Freethinker—quite naturally, for it is
meant in one sense to be objectionable to him. A
Secularist may equally object to the Christian Herald
or the Methodist Times. If you exclude one paper
because it annoys some ratepayers, you must in common
fairness exclude another paper because it annoys other
ratepayers ; and if this were carried out logically the
Library tables would soon be in a state of desolation.

The Vicar of West Ham told the Town Council that
the Freethinker contained “ much that is deeply irreve-
rent to our Lord.” Such language is perhaps appro-
priate in a church ; it is certainly out of place on a
Town Council. What have the Councillors, as such, to
do with “ our Lord” ? They represent citizens of all
varieties of opinion—Secularists, Agnostics, Deists, and
Jews, as well as Christians. Canon Felly was really
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delivering a trade harangue as a clerical protection's e
Nor was the Rev. J. H. French, representing
Nonconformists, any better. He quietly assumed t *
morality and purity depended upon Christianity, a
then begged the Town Council to exclude the r
thinker as an enemy of morality and purity becaus
opposed Christianity. Father Osmund was just as 1
on behalf of the Catholics. He declared that the
thinker “ robbed the young generation of belief '
and the hope of a future life.” But what on earth
the West Ham Town Council to do with God an
future life? Father Osmund wants municipal ass
ance in maintaining the first principles of his rejig s
Surely this is an impudent request. All thispjj’ j
entitled to is freedom to teach his own faith. 17
should be the last person in the world to den) "
But I claim the same right to teach Freethought- ~ (O
not seek to silence him; and why should he sc
silence me? *

These gentlemen tell you that my paper la
their feelings. Well, it cannot do so unless they ~
it; and if they will read it, the fault is theirown. "e
tell you that my paper is “ offensive.” Perhap”t)
will kindly tell me how it can be made inoffens' e
them. What they really object to is the very eXI* jist
of a journal which appeals to common senseiiveV'
their profitable mysteries. They are afraid to y dli,
let live. They want to muzzle their opponents-
however—at least | hope so—will instruct the ~ n
liberty is higher than any man’s belief, and
handed justice must be dealt out to all conV il
You will teach them that Town Councils a” nldd
auxiliaries to churches and chapels, and that t .. O
powerful sects must bow to the principle of r 0

fates

equality. jority o
Such was the position assumed by the i" J il
your Town Council on two occasions. The njl  twite

putting the Freethinker behind the screen "a heh
defeated. It was then resolved to poll the bor . .gflj&S
the whole question ; but it was discovered that

a very expensive, and perhaps illegal, yvay dte
tising my paper; and in the chaos which en co*
majority fell into a trap, and accepted the j i

promise which they had all along been resi  rrtff]
notice that “ Proletaire” in the Herald calls it a -fleet!OL
stroke.” W.ill it appear so, however, on duetnting Ofie’
It is always possible to avoid defeat Ry b—saV'as
principles; but it cannot be made heroic by s, -
one “ stooped to conquer.” This comprornse

every point of view, indefensible, It is eﬂtaBH’il,lL
iciioimal.  Iif the finegihinker toowips e° fit tO =
corrupts behind the screen; and if it is * "gOEC‘[
one place, it is fit to read in another. | do rncjod I\
therefore, that an effort is contemplated to re it
hasty resolution of February 28, afd } hop

SIICCGGCI 1 Se@\
“ Prolétaire” contains that the Natioaa;oed ~
Society, which has ,ome of the niost

effective speakers who ever mounted a p ™ iQieK¥
rendered the Labor members no assista A nOt

the bigots. He forgets that assistance 'vas* e S°c”
and did not seem necessary. Moreover, of

did not wish to obtrude itself and fan the be
passion. It was best that the question s fof ip

with from the point of view of citizens™ Msta** a

part, | think the Labor members made” 128 (o)

agreeing to receive religious deputation- g

Freethought journal ; and that blunder se (o]

have directly led to the wretched catastrop”™” yin. {
Let me, finally, entreat you, people O .0g

take warning by the Dreyfus case. ffar&]_

penalty France has paid, and is still Pa- Xitf 7

to the passion of religious bigotry a A T

Jews !” was an appeal to the slum ber@?Ffre’\I '

the Middle Ages. “ Down with musl P& €

is a similar appeal to passions that

guished if we are to have a feal> aviijple: .

dignified civilisation. None of us s hold

can never be sure of any opinions WV Ope®

allow them to be tested” in free ant | o us €% a

Let us practise intellectual hospital' > ~jj| th6,)

ideas an equal chance. What is fa s™or(quer

itself ; what is true will flourish, an

by its own invincible power. W-

foedt
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Morals and Unbelief.

Tre moral status of professed sceptics has always been
, stumbling block in the way of Christian apologists,
.naa puzzle to the more simple, but probably more
H est>class of believers. To see the unbeliever
.e'ghting In evervthinp- vicious is what most be-

U exPec*to "discover, and many of them
reipot] 8 fiR-  ft is when those who have openly
Mt nedatl Ralief in Ghristian--doctrines are yet found,
» - 'y doingtheir duty as individuals, but frequently
thena road to a higher truth and purer ethic

believ,, e °aCred by the current religious creed, that the
af € hds himself confronted by a state of things
, eundreamed of in his philosophy. .o
hav ua''nS with the morality of unbelievers Christians
e A0S WA T b e M R a2 -
I'vim *and Pr°fesses unbelief as an excuse for his ill-
todf' evNtWARS heVerquite clear why a man who wished
Hs '«teritl*"uld adopt unbelief in order to carry out
7*r ore t0l0)'8- Certainly there are more opportunities
B advere Wremff as a supporter of Christianity than

~moiS BR . tie one case e _may meet with
SaB ra 7/ - the guier h¥ is just 83 VeRam
tothe* °ndSmnation, while an action that is due merely
asinCere ™ .ness of human nature,” when committed by
> Of @ elever inJesus, is apt to become a certain
linker, '\SClOas depravity when perpetrated by a Free-
Falls himr k *'s simP'y idiotic to assume that a man
"™Posed uSBlt an unbeliever to escape the restraints
f° belieyg™OlL him by Christianity. A man may pretend
'S utterly -and his pretence may deceive others, but it
Christ\rP-°ssjble for a man to pretend to himself
"goalCrtn, artity is false, while at the same time cherish-

(Hﬁ%ﬂ%'Ctlon- that # is true. In this direction at least
s animpossibility.
yudhe b*1«P°s'tion taken up is that Freethinkers
H lggc | °nly they carried out all their beliefs to
pst Dy, .conclusions.  This argument appears in its
Millockan , Ae form in the writings of Mr. W. H
ah'll, L/AM>SS B rancis Power Cobbe, the former of
u,an essav °0<>yi Life Worth Living? and the latter
ac °h the 'd Faithless World, draw up a lengthy
lif e People ,r Ues ~at are doomed to disappearance
the ~ndevpSUrrender the belief in God and a future
b le theirn e hands of two such able writers as
fen & both aH lirnents amount to in the lump is that,
‘\ftho 'de as the » reffard the belief in God and

* SUch bel' rSIS °P morality, therefore all who are
gre Mibreyepels must Be IMmbral, b Welld Be im-
th But i t +v viewed their position in the right
He,.and simile USt Position, taken for granted by
are er' He e« r'Vr|ters, that is contested by the un-
retu~emhers @ , Irmly convinced that so long as we
the -, ald anim/i common society, sharing a common
H ehlstinctiOn ud hy fundamentally the same desires,
wUch?°d, vice n2 Ween right and wrong, truth and
Gruinje 'Uuy see  Virtue>can never be lost, however
QitiGch special * reas°n to revise our judgments con-

1 *
oit,,, “uform ., 5 Ingtanges. - At any rate>none °f °ur

- A § A -
5 {Spé)g'ﬁ‘]—lcoﬂlﬂ SWHI'&'H °?2? of (l)ur principtes;earried
f 'eeti“Uts and US*°n’ would produce these demoralis-
flon L.that pron(€ar*while there is the comforting
~doCetler prialJ®inkc,-8 are tjle jast ones tO ciraw
V h' . PnnciPles
Clt 2
aifZHt e
H sorrth))eUe\%r!es rise to the third position—namely,
NS s evP &enerally as good as believers,
fae. of'li. ett:er’ this must not be attributed
o 128 et WL L e
H ifts certaigr - —ntcllectual convictions, but to
that'ést the a,n §VIl tra, hristian environment, which
dlock s gopselves> Th fnc’es that would otherwise
renl, &0r, £e under 1, 2 tatest expression of this view
H i ale-Wishaw vy "Otice is from the Rev. J. L.

« " v ’ H " m 1 HE DA YHE '}
r'g\vfnq‘l aapEeL#re 0 fIrHIneddt]:lairlered m'é:th%%i?r'%eHt‘:)wﬁrir.§
It ardefiUes scem;POrts as having said that what-
the ro.yu Possessed could not properly be
He Jarwin esult of their beliefs. *“ George Eliot,

(%i_ scy-~au ancest'lorley were the descendants of a
risC igre tehrdry>and were themselves saturated
No J 110? and the ethical principles of

an in this country could put himselt

such conclusions as Christians
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outside the stream of Christian ideas and say what kind
of life a full-blooded Atheism would produce.”

I do not know that it would be necessary to notice the
Rev. Mr. McGregor at all; but, as in this case he is only
echoing an argument by men who deservedly rank high
in the literary world, it may be necessary and not
altogether unprofitable, to pay some little attention to
it. The first thing that strikes one about this argu-
ment is that it has the unfortunate quality of proving
too much. If present-day Freethinkers are the outcome
of a Christian ancestry, Protestants were equally the
outcome of a Catholic ancestry, as Christians generally
were the outcome of pagan predecessors. Therefore
one might with quite as much force say that whatever is
good in Protestantism has been derived from a Catholic
ancestry, which was in turn derived from a pagan
ancestry; and, as the pagans themselves were not without
ancestors, we are referred further back still for whatever
goodness they manifested, and in the end we are left
wondering how on earth there can be such a thing as
progress at all. Obviously each generation must lift
itself above its ancestors to some extent, or such a thing
as improvement would be an utter impossibility. And
when we bear in mind that the impeachment of Chris-
tianity by Morley, Mill, and George Eliot was made
quite as much in the name of a purer ethic as upon
purely intellectual grounds, the absurdity of the plea
must become manifest to all but theological special
pleaders. Mr. McGregor’'s plea is simply the stupid
attempt of a clergyman to explain away a phenomenon
the existence ofwhich goes a long way towards abolish-
ing the necessity of his existence.

It would be quite easy to rejoin, and far from difficult
to justify, such a rejoinder that, far from the goodness
of sceptics being the result of their Christian training
and environment, the comparative purity of modern
Christian teachings, and the much more liberal and
civilised behavior of Christians, are due principally to
the influence of the few that have succeeded in liberating
themselves from “ the stream of Christian ideas.” And
this is not only true of matters of conduct; it is equally
true of intellectual subjects. During the whole course
of the last five hundred years there is not a single
intellectual achievement, not a single truth in science
or philosophy, that has not had to struggle for exist-
ence against Christian feeling and Christian tradition.
“ The stream of Christian ideas ” was with Ptolemy, and
against Copernicus ; it was for a flat earth, and against
a round one; for whipping devils out of lunatics,
and against viewing mania as the result of a purely
nervous derangement ; for miracles, and against uni-
formity ; for creation, and against evolution. And
there is no reason why one’s examples should pause
here. The list might be extended indefinitely. Mark !
it is not a question of whether the Bible was understood
rightly ; it is a simple question of what was Christian
feeling on the subject of progressive ideas, and to that
there can be but one answer. Always and everywhere
we find Christian opinion supporting a false view of the
world against a true one, and visiting with all the
penalties that religious malignity could devise, or Chris-
tian barbarity enforce, all who had managed to shake
themselves free from the superstitions of the ages.

The verdict is quite as decisive if we turn to matters
of Christian belief. Surely no one will pretend that it
was the influence of a Christian ancestry and environ-
ment that has made Christians ashamed of their doctrine
of eternal damnation. The literature of Christianity,
prior to our own day, is filled with glowing accounts of
the torments of hell that are the divine penalty of un-
belief. The greatest names of the Christian world,
Catholic and Protestant, dwell with competitive exulta-
tion upon the sufferings of the damned. The official
creeds still retain it, logical Christianity demands it,
and if there is to-day a growing sense of shame among
Christians on account of its existence, it is not because
they are the heirs of a Christian ancestry, but because
even the churches are not unaffected by the growth of a
more intelligent, a more humane, but a less Christian
spirit.

Take, again, the case of religious persecution. If
there is one point upon which the Bible, the New
Testament, the Catholic Church, and all shades of
Protestants have displayed a deplorable unanimity, it
is upon the morality of persecution. It is about the
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only subject on which Christians have agreed. None
have denied the necessity of forcibly suppressing
heresy *all have indulged in its exercise as opportunity
offered, the only question at issue between the various
sects being, in whose hands should rest the power to
persecute. How is it, then, that this intolerant feeling
has of recent years undergone such a marked diminu-
tion ? Certainly not by appealing to Christian literature,
or to Christian opinion. How far the common feeling
of the Christian world is averse to an enlightened'
tolerance of conflicting opinions daily experience amply
proves, while the bare list of the names of those that
have stood forward as the champions of freedom is
enough to show that it is only as people have been
able to lift themselves clear of the “ stream of Christian
ideas” and prejudices that a more enlightened feeling
has grown up, and modern believers have become
ashamed of carrying on the policy of their predecessors.
Not that the lesson has been thoroughly learned even
to-day. Recent events show only too clearly that this
is not the case. But, at least, persecution is no longer
preached as a religious duty. To-day persecution is
cloaked under a thousand hypocritical guises, prominent
among which is a professed concern for public morals
that is as morally insincere as itis intellectually detestable.

There is, of course, a sense in which the activity of
the present is always more or less of an expression of
the past. | have dealt with that matter at sufficient
length in these columns to obviate the necessity of my
dealing with that aspect of the case in the present
instance. But, instead of the progressive ideas of one
generation being the outcome of the influence of its
predecessors, it is frequently this very influence that
has to be fought against. The past is always more
restrictive than imperative, and in religion, more so than
in other matters, it is the influence of the past that has
to be beaten down before improvement is possible.
Every reformer in religious matters has always found
an opposing force in “ the stream of Christian ideas.”
Whatever influence Christian traditions have had has
invariably been for evil rather than for good.

Mr. McGregor tells us that we have had no oppor-
tunity of judging what kind of society would be pro-
duced by a people who were all Atheists. Precisely so,
and in this respect Christianity has an advantage over
Atheism. But 1limagine that this is an advantage that
a great number of Christians would be quite willing to
dispense with. Unfortunately for Mr. McGregor, the
period during which we can study a society created and
ruled over by a “ full-blooded ” Christianity, the seven
hundred years following the accession of Constantine
the Great, was exactly the period of civilised history
when intellectual life was lowest, morality weakest,
human life least secure, and the general outlook most
hopeless. And it was not until the power of Chris-
tianity was broken by a succession of daring thinkers,
who paid the penalty of their hardihood with their life’s
blood, that the world underwent any material improve-
ment. We cannot point to any society that has been ruled
by Secularistic ideas, but we can point to many that have
reaped the benefit of their presence We can show,
moreover, how advanced ideas have always originated
with the least, and been resisted by the most, Christian
section of society ; how freedom of thought and speech,
increased purity of life, and truthfulness of speech have
always been forced upon the Churches from without.
And, finally, in the lives of Mill, Darwin, Bradlaugh,
and Spencer we can point to men who, rejecting all
Christian beliefs, have not only taught the religious
world how to die, but, what is vastly more important,
how to live. C. Cohen.

The Progress of Science.

Mr. George Jacob Holyoake, who is one of the most
discriminating Freethinkers of the present day, has very
pertinently remarked : “ All nature cries with one voice,
‘ Science is the Providence of man.” Help lies not in
priests, nor in the prayer ; it lies in no theories, it is
written in no book, it is contained in no theological
creed—it lies in science, art, courage, and industry.”
This rational view of Providence has been confirmed by
the lessons of modern civilisation, for, while the old
notions of a theological Providence prevailed, humanity

THE FREETHINKER.

March 12, 1899-

was devastated by calamities as appalling as they " e
fatal. The providence of science, however, appaaP |
and proved its ability to accomplish for man wha
other *“ providential ” theories had failed to seC™nj
This is undoubtedly a scientific age ; upon science ~
its judicious application we rely for the panacea 0
physical defects to which we are exposed. It 1S1 t
fore gratifying to us to know that during the prL
century the progress of science has been such as”
throw into the shade all the preceding ages since
first appeared on the earth. And it is equally gra®
ing to recognise that this scientific advancemen
been made, in spite of a persistent theological opP »
tion, during the most rationalistic period of nu
history. _ been
It 1s not that merely more discoveries have  {
made within the last few decades than during the *
period in any earlier time ; but what is really enC’
ing is that research has been carried further, and tna ~
conquests over nature’s forces have been greater S
the present sceptical century than in all the Pre
centuries since human life began. And, as a , in
sequence of Umis) such iwvohwtioms have occurr gp
thought and opinion as must appear startling to - [I£t
who contemplates them seriously and calmly- 1 .CF
necessary here to refer at any length to the ¢iscO'nOtion
the power of steam, and its application to 'oC°t0 the
and the various branches of industry ; _°r .
marvellous development of electricity, destined ~
not very distant future to become an applied

beneficial results of which cannot be foretold- ~
we have the advance made in photography, jj BV
phone, and numerous other things, which are 0

regarded as ordinary events. This progress >
marked that it makes the world, when contras
its condition a hundred years ago, look as thoug
wizard’s wand had been waved over it, whose -ly
touch had changed nature as rapidly and as %Me'
as a transformation scene takes place in a pa ts
But the point deserving of special attention hfro
swift advancement of thought that has "®SY ted
these discoveries in science, and the opening by
of the great arcana of nature. rididJ
The science of geology, at first sneered atand *
by those who saw that its teachings were unm>stil?
opposed to the faiths that had so long been
as boumd up with what was held to be infallitste ~ &
and then opposed by all the violence that ~ reGf
intolerant bigotry could display, soon came to © Wi
nised as being based upon well-established vove'td

frodl
it dcb

no opposition could gainsay and no sophistry [gci's

As a consequence of this, old opinions had .S

to the winds, and the theories that had done

well in earlier and darker ages have been ba*  p%

the oblivion where lie buried so many errors o Ajth*

Men who had a few years before contende >.gak
7g|

degree of dogmatism as positive and
to which_the history of the most benighted a»
bovne WiikRess, tHat #h& eakdH could ABt | .
six or seven thousand years old, now came to -iig[f,
the fact that millions of ages ago it had been rlitbey
course as now. They also maintained that ~ i>
known this all aloncf, and that there was n° g _,
contrary to the early views held on these ma s&
strange a being is man that no inconsistency ~ ~
in this_sudden change of front, and this comp
tion of their own camp for that of the enemy-  \rodiéf1
we make no complaint of this fact ; we onl) 0 sof
as a mark of progress—an indication of the s b
times. The antiquity of man and many °t® aPd ;{I\*
subjects have had the same fate as geology» \Mto$
evolution itself is seen to be quite in harmony.
teachings of records which had declared in_I*n__that e
language—if language has any meaning ~ sof
organic beings were the result of a spec>a je
natural creator. ihd’
All this proves that science is the king of tholh‘?aol
moulder of opinion, and the guide of mankind-
its work modestly, but very effectually- H~? C.
out the sound of trumpets or the clamor 87§V |

troversy ; but it moves all the same, and ¢ RGdb 1t ?5

opponent.  Denunciation is a weapon n
owns ; persecution it leaves to its anVI”-nt 'vr.ril
bigotry it countenances not. Its history %

in blood, and no tears of widows and orph-u
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t™n It has proved itself to be the benefactor of
Pari thé conscder °f those who suffer, the alleviator of
d ' he Promoter of peace, and it will, if wisely used,
W ,°r? thail all else towards bringing' about the true

Jrhood of man.

inrec ~roPress that has been made in physical science
of y A dmes has resulted, not only in the remodelling
trepin'°n On *be subjects that fall immediately within
biit jfv'nce  tbe researches pursued in external nature,
ninpg- aas completely revolutionised thought upon
tre nfl»S sablects lying to some extent quite outside
Newer 6 Physical experiment and investigation.
brain }and more correct views of the physiology of the
coldr aVe. 'ed to &reat and important changes in psy-
nature r mot*ves from which actions spring, the
W softhlf human will, the mystery of mentality, the
is Of bought, the phenomena of cognition, and, what
Urals'rRater 'mP°rtance, the scientific rule of right
by g ' aave all had a flood of, light thrown upon them
$°wn th*0ll' Indeed, as Mr. Herbert Spencer has
treenti hIS Pr'nc’Ple operates everywhere, and covers
Nscover6 ffne human knowledge. Then, too, the
ad th b? doctrine of the conservation of energy,
elfery\vh ,r'ng'ng to light the fact that law operates
refardi 6re’ bave thoroughly changed men’s views
taturNi™ tbe miraculous, the display of alleged super-
Jhefioivg!'ler; and even the conception of God.
I"ssed ChiSn° *onger defended on the old lines ; and pro-
brduish 7kt,ai« themselves have felt compelled to re-
acient [a 77e'r °'d positions, and to sweep away the
: andmarks of their faith, which was once
Ad''u as stable and fixed as the granite peaks of the

andnlosoPhy and science, if not one, are twin brothers,
beCoL® PrePerly understand the one it is necessary to
formTV diligent student of the other. Just as the old
sydtemn the°logy have been exploded, so have the musty
them ? Of metaphysics, on which the ancients so prided
this _e Ves> heen, we hope, for ever dissipated, bor

trew 8 ress we are indebted to science. Therefore, in
°rds of the poet, we say —

~'m g .on Science. . When the earth grew old,
en faith grew doting, and the reason cold,

, '"as she discovered that the warld was young,

and taught a language to its lisping tongue ;

‘was she disclosed the future to our view,

and made old knowledge pale before the new.

Charles W atts.

Moses Hoge’s Bibles.

of celebrated on very whimsical accounts.
(hoeUthS  °Pes is well remembered because he was
P die roll " lhough he never wished to earn a place
> trad lame by so undignified a method. Stupid

APhe'stUS soalib™ notoriety by burning the Temple
of tled 0 .Simeon the Pillar Saint thought himself
stone an,Immbrtal name because he sat on the top

¢, 'loses t[C umn for thirty-seven years.
rloked b., ,°l'e did none of these things.
*V\/_ﬁmﬂ%; _being a strict Presbyterian, his capacity
Sry of" ne was perfect, and when he took in the
Strain * the Six Days’ Creation he was not likely to
h>gha) a Snat. He set no Temple on fire ; he put too
e car® ?e on Priestly buildings. Nor did he settle on
tavim3p'tal of a pillar, for he was quite incapable of

OfL,d'? 'ﬁ(%yated a view of men and things, \What he

ft (with er to gain an everlasting record in the Book

s, e, ., a supplementary notice in the Freethinker)
L athersd from an g‘é‘ltuary notice in a recent

Fimes; .

He was not

Moso”'il8 ann°unced, in his eightieth year, of the
a'b-A. Tli, ' hi°’ge> D.D., of Richmond, Virginia,
(aj“gl?ctric stVehide which he was driving was upset by
Ofl proved pOt'cai’ and the injuries he thereby sus
2 the Southe.-" ri P r' Hoge was the Ieadingf minister
i99celetjj-H Wm. P.rosbyterian Church, and a few years
\y ~|chmond 't? jubilee as minister of his congregation
oftu S e ce o was a prominent figure during the

10 secessi SOn’ and was in close touch with the leaders
i Cinip plmovement. As chaplain to the Confede-
dn ant of irLyv,niond he was so deeply impressed , wit
Vi to_-\hi'@s il gbe army that e_yran he %‘i@@nﬂa@

DEarl of si ~?nd°n, where 'he was introduced to the

aftesbury, the then president of the British
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and Foreign Bible Society. Through his lordship’s
influence a grant of Bibles and portions of the Bible,
numbering over 300,000 and costing;£4,000, was obtained,
and almost all were carried by blockade-runners safely to
their destination.”

Now this brief narrative kindles my imagination as
follows :(—

Dr. Hoge walks anxiously up and down behind the
grim redoubts of Richmond. He soliloquises \—

“ Negro-slavery is good, war is better, but the Bible
isbest. A man may be a slave-owner, and yet not have
the root of the matter in him ; if he could be persuaded
to read the Bible, and study the curse which Noah laid
upon Ham the African, he would seal the glorious practice
of nigger-driving with the sacred confirmation of Holy
Writ. A man may fight well under Jefferson Davis,
but he will fight with ten-fold more pluck and stamina
if he draws inspiration from the pages of Scripture.
The Bible is the handbook of militarism, written and
edited by the God of Battles. There is a soldier-like
spirit in the Books of Joshua, and the Book of Kings is
full of appropriate texts for an army chaplain. What a
disadvantage the Confederate cause suffers in this dearth
of Bibles ! Thousands of the defenders of Richmond
are deprived of the consolation of the story of the
Destruction of Sennacherib. Many of them, perhaps,
never knew the thrill of admiration which excites every
right-minded Christian on perusing the history of Jael.
Terrible reflection! that so many hundreds of poor
creatures should be snatched from the imminent deadly
breach into eternity without having ever adequately
realised the tragic significance of the Ten-horned Beast,
or the poetic charm of Jonah’s contemplation (from the
inside point of view) of the Great Fish’s anatomy. How
many myriads of Lincoln’s rascals have Bibles enough
and to spare, and the men of Richmond perish with
hunger ! This long-felt want must be supplied, and 1
will supply it.”

Moses Hoge forthwith goes down to the sea in a ship.
Across the Atlantic the chaplain fares in faith and hope.
England has Bibles. It is well known that great numbers
of the English people possess Bibles which they never
read, and if, under pain of capital punishment, they were
bidden to say whether Isaiah or Jeremiah came first in
order, swarms of them would have to be hung. Here,
then, Moses Hoge will find the stream of charity in
copious flow ; for people are always ready to give away
what they do not want themselves. To the good Lord
Shaftesbury the chaplain makes his pathetic application.
Lord Shaftesbury, born before the days of Biblical
criticism, completely misunderstands the Bible, and is
therefore enthusiastic in admiration of its contents, and
passionately desirous of spreading his own delusions.
His lordship readily approves the idiotic proposal, and
Dr. Hoge has the gratification of discovering that he is
not alone in his folly. Then follow committees, sub-
committees, motions, amendments, riders, and reports.
How many Bibles shall be sent?

“ Gentlemen,” urges the apostolic Hoge, *“your
honourable Society—British in its piety, and Foreign to
all rational modes of thought—never had a better oppor-
tunity of pleasing its subscribers, giving employment to
printers and bookbinders, and of bringing the Bible to
the knowledge of ignorant Christians. Every volume
you dispatch to Richmond may mean one more Confe-
derate added to the throng of the immortals. If, amid
the gloom of defeat, our men are consoled by the en-
chanting narrative of the Ten Plagues of Egypt; if, in
the hour of victory, they find a congenial theme in the
episode of Samuel hewing Agag in pieces before the
Lord ; if wounded men lie in the hospital, and brighten
the hours of convalescence by reading the apocalyptic
chapters which describe the Seven Lost Woes and the
Bottomless Pit, yours, gentlemen, will be the glory, and
to you will be the reward.”

The enthusiasm waxes.

“ Mr. Chairman, | propose the gift of 10,000 copies
of the Holy Scriptures to the Confederate army.”

“ Let us be more liberal—20,000 !”

“Think of these poor souls dying on a Christian
battle-field without a proper appreciation of the beauties
of Habakkuk ! 1 say 50,000 !”

“ Gentlemen, if the Song of Solomon is good for
Great Britain, it is equally good for America— 100,000 !”

“Only 100,000! There are myriads more in the



166

Southern army, and ought we to let a single soldier be
blown to pieces before he has read, marked, learned,
and inwardly digested the adventures of the Gadarene
pigs ?”

“ Or the history of Samson’s hair '—£00,000 !”

“ Or the stoppage of the solar system when Joshua
issued an injunction?—300,000.”

And so, thanks to the British and Foreign Bible
Society, and to the simpletonicity (if | may coin the
word) of the British public, the books are duly packed
in bales and cases on board a blockade-runner. Moses
Hoge paces the deck as the vessel runs down the
Channel, and cuts its perilous course towards Richmond.
He proudly reflects on the fact that he carries a bigger
cargo of unreason than any ship that ever crossed the
main before. Not that (mark you) | believe the Bible
to be a book of unreason, but because Moses Hoge’s
mode of regarding the Bible was utterly unscientific
and puerile. What on earth was the good of present-
ing troops, engaged in war, with copies of fifty or sixty
old Jewish and Christian pamphlets and tale-books?
What the Confederates needed was not Hebrew
literature, but a better cause to fight for. But | am
digressing.

As the Bible-ship nears the coast of Virginia, Moses
Hoge grows anxious. Cape Henry is passed, and he
begins to breathe more freely, when, one fateful dawn,
a Eederal man-of-war appears within alarmingly easy
range.

Full steam ahead ! This is the most critical moment
of Moses Hoge’s life, and the salvation of the Con-
federates hangs in the balance. The brutal Federals
are preparing to fire. If they miss, Moses Hoge may
succeed in carrying to Richmond—to poor, unlearned,
Christian Richmond—the books which will reveal to
the Confederates how once an ass spoke to a man, and
the mouth of a beast uttered wisdom to obstinate

Balaam !
Boom ! boom !
Missed ; and missed again ! On, champions of

Leviticus, even if the boilers burst !

Moses Hoge’s face lights up with sanguine expecta-
tion. Every volume on board is like a lark’s egg ; it
contains a potential song ; and, if all goes well, the
song of Balaam’s loyal companion will carol forth from
each book and subdue the Confederate nature to
thoughts sublime.

Boom !

Missed again !
Moses Hoge, thy work is accomplished !
thy glory, noble initiator !

And the Confederates shall hear the mellow bray.

F. J. Gould.

We are safe up the James River.
Rest now in

Are the Filipinos Anxious for the Bible?

T he American Bible Society is our immediate authority, and
“a Christian young man in the United States army at
Manila” is its authorlty for the statement that the people of
the Philippines “ are anxious to receive the Bible”; and to
show just how anxious they are he tells this little story:—
“ Some Bible distributors went up to the terminus of the rail-
road with about one thousand gospels, and after distributing
about half of them from the car window on the way up, they
attempted to pass the remainder out to people on the streets ;
but a.crowd collected, and they were forced to go into a
Chinese shop and bar the doorand pass the books out through
an iron-barred window.”

All this is circulated with the idea of inducing people to give
the Bible Society more money with which to pay high salaries
to officers of the Society, and incidentally to print a few more
of the books.

Just who these new American citizens are who are so raven-
ous for the gospel that they trample all over the distributors
thereof, in their eagerness to get the new bread of life, is re-
vealed very briefly and graphically by Senator Daniel, of Vir-
ginia, in a speech he made on February 3, when the peace
treaty with Spain was under consideration in the Senate.
Mr. Daniels obtained his information from the Democratic
Magazine for January, in which was printed a compilation
summarised from the books that have been recently written
on the subject. After reading his description of the popula-
tion of the islands, one can form a pretty good idea of the
amount of truth there is in the statements sent out by the
Bible Society as to the eagerness of the natives for copies of
the Bible. For, in the first place, we must bear in mind that
most of the population which ever heard of a book are
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Catholics, and we all knowhow much the average C ~*

cares for a Bible ! Unless all the Catholic 1P, ) pfOts-
suddenly dropped Romanism and become believing It
tants, those of that creed should be deducted from tre

crowd which besieged the Bible distributor so closel). ~

if there is anything in the descriptions of the remainde Its
native population which leads one to think that thesta  tre
of the "Bible Society are true, they must be possesse
faith which would remove mountains. For this is the
description of our new Americans :— r flieri
Negritos (Aeta), aborigines ; twenty-five thousand 0 .iOn;

scattered through the archlpelago with no fixed occup ure
in religion classed as pagan. They are dwarfish m b
(four feet eight inches average), with Negroid” feature ~ ~
and color ; tattooed ; go nearly naked, in roving iid
sisting on honey, wild fruits, and roots. That they
be eager for the Bible is apparent. niliiors
Thé Tagals and Visayos number respectively threel Ny
and two and a half millions, and they are Catholics-
are field hands, day Iaborers, servants, agriculturally.’ jja
small traders. The Tagals are tall and well formed," W
noses and round heads. By preference they inhabitt er
lands, living in pile dwellings, are musical, lazy, an™)j ae
stitious. The Visayos are more of a negro cast, " rettes,
described as very lazy, vain, fond of fine clothes, cig j 1
and betel nuts. Sort of a cross between a monke)
man. ua, ae
The Moros, of whom there are three hundred thous. Lga
Mohammedans. They are tall and strong, rather " s
This class includes all the Malays not converted to N ¢
tianity, and are similar to Tagals, except as to thei &

stitions.  Their partiality for the Bible is, of course, g
is that of all Mohammedans. . allSs-
The next lot is the best of the lot, and they arf- ~jatc

They are called Igorrotes (lgolotes). They mostly [IU', arc
Island of Luzon, in the mountainous districts, agpelrg

described as dirty and repulsive in appearance, but a  a
the most industrious and moral of the native
monogamists, which, being the case, it would seemt ~ a

policy to introduce the Old Testament to their noti
guide in marital relations.

The scattered tribes—some two hundred—are 0 ~e<e
religious faith, Pagan, Catholic, and Mohammedan-
are over thirty languages officially recognised, an
dialects have been counted. The American dialec
among them. jn tre

There are some two hundred thousand Chinese "~ n
islands, and they are FUt down as Buddhists, which * it
sect to call very loudly for the Bible. As for the ae
Mestizos, immoral mixtures of Chinese-Malays, tn"
some four hundred thousand, and, as might be expecto Jupef-
are mixed in their religious notions, being divided ,f&ths
stitious adherence between the Catholic and Buddhist.

Tihlere auetﬁome ten thouaaéathpahmarga in thet}hllsal‘
em e army, navy, and church ; al i iu
Spa%%?}j 5 estizos, |¥nmo mixture of pa%% 5
Malay mothers ; and about five thousand other natm
—German, English, French, American, aside from °!'
recently sent there. These are, it is to be presume ,
as Bible-hungry over there as they would be at honie-

If the Bible Society will say it appeals to the public
it desires to impose its men and book upon the inhabi
the Philippine Islands, it will make a perfectly hones
ment; but to say it appeals because the natives arc  j i
for thc book is to tel! a lie; and it is currentlﬁ re’)°l{e ajd
church circles that liars have their part in the lake o
brimstone kept burning by the ministers to make the |
shell out.

—Truthseeker (New York).

adt

[sd

Blasphemers. Wit
The hackneyed and lavished title of Blasphemer--~' dj
with Radical, Liberal, Jacobin, Reformer, &c., a fjfl*

changes which the hirelings are daily ringing in the ujed
those who will listen—should be welcome to all who re  ~
on whom it was originally bestowed. Socrates all*

Christ were put to death publicly as blasphemers, and  jCes
been and may be many who dare to oppose the most m
abuses of the name of God and the mind of man. ,, uretcl'ed
cution is not refutation, nor even triumphs : the *
infidel,” as he is called, is probably happier in his prlS. «ft11
the proudest of his assailants.—Byron, Prefatory Note
Juan."

It is ascertained beyond a doubt that the plague Uity ®°.
spread mainly by religious pilgrims and rats. A E jgylly

half an anna each is now paid for slain rats, but 10Wy, ‘!

yet for slain pilgrims. Sanitation in India movesy °

peded by the prejudice of the people.—Ambrose Die> [i€)iSty
Will you not agree with me that there is one comp”\Vjy ‘g

Church, whose fellowship consists in the desire to P Of

ennoble human life, and where the best memo® sjstcf

narrower Churches may call themselves brother all

spite of differences >—George Eliot.
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- Acid Drops.
“ith; j 'u _ >sin open mutiny. The Church Union,
et tor Walttax at its head, denies the F of Paflia-

(°xI; p..00't0" the doctrine and discipline of the Church.
3

al l ce ent! Magnificent! The day of Disestablishment
hearer.

qp ¢ ishoP Magee almost longed for Disestablishment to

reg'y dir ll0mey‘tr'icks of the Ritualists. “ It will very-
1 ro'n us,” he said, “ but it will- kill the fleas.”

M'?\?orrkcjl%l\/ﬂ? ‘n't.’a”e. Mr. Kipling just now,” said a
-snter »Journal. - Well, it hasn’'t; but it has taken his
»hen Je .Josephine, to whom he was deeply attached, and
MhthatLst e g..e,10i's h to learn the news he may almost
t'ed - "e bad'died in her stead. Mrs. Kipling is’a sorely
I»ytle '»a W these terrible circumstances, and we do not
rn-wavt f'evers in “ Providence ” their task of reconciling
' ot God to his “ children.”
InVa,on -
%ﬂS‘ ,@(Pwell, the |nf|del-sla_yer, who pe_rpetrz_ited that
{,] -uR’aV 1°n the Hail of Seienee, for which his “ pals”
i ii],,,,~. damages and costs, has done h  term of
rsd ot crtmtnally assaulting young girls at
ifPrtofti,; Is n°w under fresh arrest for bigamy. = A long
i™\h .16 case appears in the Bath Herald. Eva Francis
Is first lle married at Bath in 1882, telling her that
»'Unierihil ,, 'vas dead, alleges that she “ suffered cruelties
.ilUkenr(see at his hands during his fits of ill-temper and
I enshe is\ She was about to present a petition for divorce
UeHowec.|fTred 'bo register of his first marriage to Mary
r alleireH fu viewport, Monmouthshire, on October 25, 1876.
FEer he|l .at Powell deserted his lawful wife a few months
d:djs a |1|0{{i0d lier. According to other evidence tendered,
romantic villain, having been up t®” ' magis.
fates And Passing under all sorts of al < '« d d from
»eKi efused bail,” and said he would be «nan«’
k tOweek until his first wife was able to attend the cou

A3t~ ,0w Powell’s speciality as an anti-infidel He
»Ud "Uncati°n of the “immorality of Secu 1

*«rf Pe™ d to read out dirtyj.passages around
appS/ad, .the Christian riff-raff who crowaeu *
‘PiibviMJ bun to the echo. Finally, h the Hall of
Sdee  'PYbbel on the Freethought.P >* of tlis own

¥V_n' which was probably a reminis c ,  against
a>Cd;\b career. We always warned our ~dcrs.aga.

0 H H /\- 1
AL e DR o Ay ReBRuPm Ry mention-
o JjE'~eabuddd to him again and again as a born
Nal>ce i€ Deforged to a type which is cgmmon in the
—Hure'% criminf)l.ogists. Th%re is n, , ‘wloOdid
rftsee kfand was plain” upon the brute, an .

** It must have had very poor eyes in their heads.

Fretimeally curious what a number of Anti-Infidels
ﬁ/ . ' ’and some more of them deserve it. *arocly g
nfidl“f °'d Bishop South’s, we might say th. = Ant
y Ity usually finds a man a blackguard or leaves him so.
o pk Rev.
dﬁc’\'tho rl-jorffc Mackey, and other West Ham slanderers
He sWalto I'p uffbt to club together and publish a true Life
U i.0,1 «vell. No doubt it would immensely help
°Uass;,caba|nst the Freethinker. They might count
Asistance IT necessary.
H@!ﬁ- -
uirles ,, @™ Herald prints a correspondence between
W thatM,63 and 'be Rev. G. Mackey. Mr. Hughes
a°stinip0 'be published correspondence is incomplete,
WIII. r'ant letter of all being purposely omitted.

hisN m fc Wel' McClintock, an actor, has been sent by

?sh,tack ofd’)ﬁi?lagistrate to an jnebriates’ home. = During
of IUYBMhum tremens he jumped out of a window in

He - IV' to escape the evil spirits that were pursuing
n t See gRy mere of thum for twehre FeRths.

lh«°P of8sov ° utarriage with a deceased wife’s sister, the
Nled © Plras pp, a%d- Man Wriges : “ 1 must frankly avow
it "0 gonv- ,blical argument i®concerned, | have always
'H.  'he 'nce myself that there is any scriptural prohibi-
N ~ - Jacohlrnages 1l question.” We should think not,
\mtlnb °f V\{hom Pod loved, married two sisters with-

A tor a funeral.

opro,.
Iris n. ’'gotry seems flowing all over England.

[’ th? bills ar. ue tllat is now visited. Mr. Percy Ward’s
'Ch,2. Chron;% °bjected to by an anonymous correspondent

.to stand,”. yybat is worse, the editor adds that
oy %bst-- "0se or gain in reputation as }\pe citizeps
fi ~dm from m o Bowonl 'Mﬁg
PHESAin ““Wever, that®he WBFdiRgest X % decla e

i & iV/Macular, and may be read Iin at 'east i sly
HHotlstPerhaps, after all,” the Chronicle editor
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We very much regret to hear that the Chester N.S. S.
Branch is in danger of losing its Sunday meeting-place
through the efforts of the local bigots. What a tribe these
Christitesare ! They want the world to themselves. We wish
they would go home to heaven. If they must stop here, they
might as well cultivate a little decency in the presence of
others who think for themselves.

What the papers call a disgraceful scene took place at
Gorleston in connection with a Kensit crusade meeting. The
vicar occupied a front seat and helped on the row. There
was a jolly free fight, and the Christians showed how they
love each other.

An artist was engaged to furnish a memorial window in a
Syracuse church. He put in one angel without wings, and
the widower refused to pay the bill. The Supreme Court of
New York will have to decide whether angels must have
wings. The Dreyfus case is nothing to it.

“ Providence ” does not seem disposed to shift the plague
from Bombay. This is what the Morning Post reports from
Bombay city : “ The mortality has been rising for some weeks
past, and is now worse than at the time of any previous
epidemic. The total number of deaths from all causes in the
course of last week is 2,309, and of these 972 are officially
returned as plague deaths. This calculation is absolutely un-
reliable, however, as no effective system of registration of the
causes of death exists, and hundreds of plague cases are con-
cealed. Reckoning the deaths from normal causes at 600, all
those in excess of this number may be regarded as deaths from
plague. The official death rate for the week is 139 per 1,000
a year. In the presence of this appalling mortality the natives
are patiently resigned, appreciating the absence of stringent
Government measures.”

Notice the patient resignation of the natives. They don't
mind dirt, disease, and death. They' only' object to a violation
of their superstitious observances.

Why do people put their hand before their mouth when they
yawn ? They may think they do it from politeness, but the
real origin of the custom was entirely different. The hand
was meant to cover the chasm and prevent evil spirits from
entering. The Vicomtede Poncens, in the Nineteenth Century,
giving an account of his experiences in Abyssinia, says that
when he was at court he saw the Negus yawn, and “all
those around him spat vigorously to drive away the evil spirit
that might have profited by that unguarded moment.”

Professor Schell, Catholic professor at the University of
Wiirzburg, is guilty of heresy', and his writings have been
placed on the Index Expurgatorius. He is, however, the
object of great ovations from the students, to whom
he declares, “ You will always find me ready to serve the
truth.” Some expect him to become a second Dbllinger. He
is not at all intimidated by the steps taken against him.
Vatican thunder is not as destructive as it used to be.

Rev. Henry' Meynell, formerly Prebendary of Lichfield
Cathedral, was charged at Dawlish with committing an un-
natural offence. The case was dismissed owing to the
magistrates being divided in opinion.

The Edinburgh Evening News reports a comic incident at
the morning service in a large and well-known local church.
A baptismal ceremony was going fill, and the minister put
the regulation question to the father : “ Do you undertake to
bring up this child in the nurture and admonition of the
Lord ?” “ Don't, father !” exclaimed a child’s voice, upsetting
the gravity of the congregation, and compelling the minister
to shorten the service. The boy had been left in a pew by
himself, and he resented the whole proceedings.

The Forest Gate Liberal Association refused to display a
bill of our Stratford Town Hall meeting, although a Town
Councillor was announced as chairman, and several other
Councillors were in the list of speakers. A certain Councillor,
who talked hypocritically about his “ feelings "being hurt by
the Freethinker, has displayed at the Association’s premises
a business announcement that he is agent for an insurance
society. Not bad for a member of the “ One Man One Job ”
party, seeing he is also a schoolmaster. It it to be hoped
that this matter will be raised at the annual meeting in April.

Table Talk publishes a cartoon of a small boy plaguing three
ladies and a curate. He learns that liars don't go to heaven,
and that everybody lies more or less, and remarks : “ Well, it
must be lonesome up there with only God and George
Washington.” _

General Shafter’'s address to a Presbyterian Club in
Washington shows how profoundly he has studied the Old
Testament. “ My plan,” he said, “ would be to disarm the
natives of the Philippine Islands, even if we have to kill half
of them in doing it ; then | would treat the rest of them with
perfect justice.” Probably he meant Presbyterian justice.
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*Preaching at Eccles, the Rev. Hugh Price Hughes said
that “ At the age of thirteen he had a personal interview with
Jesus Christ.”  So says the local Journal. What we should
like to have is Jesus Christ’s account of that interview. We
should also like to know at what age Mr. Hughes inter-
viewed Ananias.

The Catholic Herald is wiser than some of its co-religious
contemporaries. The following leaderette on the West Ham
scandal is taken from its last week’s issue : “We cannot
think that the Catholic clergy and laity of West Ham have
been well advised in raising an agitation on the question
whether or not the Freethinker should be taken in at the West
Ham Free Library. After the Town Council had decided to
allow the paper to remain in the Library, the best policy, in
our opinion, would have been to say no more about it. The
Freethinker is, no doubt, offensive to Christians ; its moral,
no less than its religious, doctrines are most objectionable to
the great majority of the people of this country, and it is not
a desirable paper for young people to read. But is it, on that
account, wise to give it a gratuitous advertisement? Had it
been left to repose undisturbed on the tables of the West Ham
Library, very few people would have known anything about it,
and probably nobody would have read it, except the few
Secularists for whose benefit, we suppose, it is taken in.
As it is, the attention of all the inhabitants of the borough
has been called to it. This, we think, is a pity. And it must
be remembered that in the case of a library supported out of
the rates there must be a great deal of give and take. In
such a library there must be many papers and books offensive
to this or that section of the community, and the particular sec-
tion of the community must abstain from reading them. For
good or ill—and we believe it is on the whole for good—we have
the freedom of the press in this country, and that involves non-
interference with many publications that are calculated to do
harm, especially to young people. We very much doubt
whether, even in such an extreme case as that of the Free-
thinker, it is the wiser course to attempt a censorship ; and
we are of opinion that the agitation in West Ham is likely to
do more harm than good.”

Compared with some of the Protestant critics, this Catholic
Herald writer is remarkably moderate. He does indeed say
that the Freethinker is not a desirable paper for young people
to read, but this may only mean that it is an anti-Christian
journal. He refrains from using the reckless epithets which
so many Protestant bigots have hurled at it, especially down
at West Ham.

Rev. T. H. Buckworth, of Barnwell, belongs to the school
of muscular Christianity. He has been fined .£3 and costs
for assaulting Mr. Robert J. Ogilvie, a local grocer. He
denied the assault on oath, but the Bench evidently thought
he was lying. He admitted writing a letter threatening a
thrashing.

St. James’s Church school, Northampton, where the local
Nonconformists have been obliged to send their children, in
spite of all their protests to the Education Department, is
severely denounced in the Daily News. It appears that the
secular instruction given there is barely above the minimum,
and that the number of teachers is actually below the
minimum required by the Code. Last year the controlling
clergyman received no less than ,£1,636 from the Government,
of which only £300 was dependent on efficiency. The Non-
conformists demand a Board school, but the vicar is first in
the field, and he keeps enlarging his Church school in order
to prevent a new one from being built in the district.

Madame Sarah Grand—why not Mrs. ?7—has confided to a
representative of the new West End that she used to be some-
thing of a materialist, but all that is altered now. She talks,
a la Mrs. Besant, about Jesus and Buddha, and seems on the
way to developing into a full-blown Theosophist. What a
pity it is that so many literary women begin as Freethinkers
and degenerate into superstitionists ! Is it a characteristic of
the sex, or is it the result of a certain mental and social
atmosphere ?

Another lady writer, this time a poetess, has apparently
gone the same way. Mrs. Nesbit (Mrs. Hubert Bland) used
to write “ advanced ” verses. Then she took towriting about
soldiers and sailors and fighting, and quite recently she asked
through the press why prayers were not offered up in our
cKhulr_ches and chapels for the recovery of Mr. Rudyard

ipling.

Prayers were offered up for Mr. Kipling’s recovery, and
some American women went quite hysterical over the matter.
But the Christian Scientists who volunteered their assistance
were treated as lunatics. Trust in the Lord Jesus is all very
well as long as it does not take a practical shape. Good
doctors and nurses must be engaged anyhow, and the Lord
Jesus must act as a makeweight.

To return to Madame Grand. This lady seems to regard
Jesus as a sort of Mahatma, who had command over
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“ ﬁsychic force,” and thus performed wonderful
which are falsely called miracles. Compared with
can be done by this psychic force—which we suspect
another name for our old friend Imagination—stfa'll) t"
graph, and telephone are “ mere toys of the human intc  »
Yes, but they are very useful toys, which is a great dea
than can be said of this fantastic psychic force. ‘T liatis
Grand says it can “remove ponderable bodies,” ana ‘*
what Jesus meant when he talked of removing moui ;j R
Well, Wh% not put it to the test? Let a grain j allie
placed where it cannot be blown away, and let
Grand, and, if she pleases, twenty other ladies wWho )| their
the same thing, stand a hundred feet off and exert<
psychic force,” and see whether it will shift.

. . Nitl

Madame Gtand has come to believe in sou} gj}llearﬁ
mortality upon “ psychic force” grounds. All this ¢
at bottom, that she has fallen a victim to the supers™ IS
instinct, which is stronger in women even than in 1l
priests know in all countries.

Professor Orr, D.D., has bleen addressing a rneni§ .\neetu]sg
in Albert Hall, Edinburgh. This “men only” . Jgcd?
becoming quite hackneyed. Why are not women >C UN
Have they no immortal souls to be saved ? And nll ' g
are they not plainly told so? s it through fear of c" 1'e 6
the churches and chapels on Sundays? Of course t , "
another possible explanation. The words “ men on” jicaf
rather suggestive, and those who attend may expect W
something “ spicier” than they would in a mixed as
We quite believe they don't, but the bait serves to ca
fish all the same. -

Professor Orr answered a number of written ques |s Wit

religious difficulties. His way of answering them Aitli
may be called judicious. He classified them,and de

them under general heads. By this means he it
answering any one of them in the distinctive form m

was put. His general policy did credit to his Scotch . t)e
Instead of supporting his own aﬁlrmatlons,l??ﬁéré\ )
burden of disproving them upon the sceptics him-

God, he said, you must expiain the universe without¢
fust as if the s¥eptlc were calted upon to execute s¢Ch ggga'u

order. If Jesus was not God, he said, you m®t Ijjuin,
Christianity yourself. Thus he went along like the <sd
a pantomime putting the red-hot poker into the 1 jteii
Eoor pantaloon. His concluding piece of advice was 4 (el
eepin?]with all this intellectual charlatanry. He rccorn tfi—
all his hearers to keep Sunday free from all secular ~dlid
®

tions and amusements, and devote themselves to wh' , m
bring them nearer to God ; that is to say, they shop ~ Qt
the kirk, and help alotig the business in which Vcote 1 ©
and his ordained brethren are engaged. It always co
that at the finish. n
Ingersoll--has-been * challenged-*-some hundreds of ~ J\
perhaps thousands ; and if he undertook to debate ™ ths
his challengers he would want an extension ot tmr
planet, probably as long as that which is alleged to kv .j-fk
granted to Methusaleh. Besides, as the New ~°f cbd!
seeker says, if the Colonel “ stopped to lift into em>j vari
the toe of his boot every dog that barked at him,
never get anywhere.”

Tworté

The Wesleyan Methodists are running a J'gui*ig®
Century Fund, by which they hope to raise a mdh°®_" OrdF-
for Ghurch purposes. We note in the Methodist 6
sermon on this inspiring theme by the Rev uni
Young, who is quite ecstatic in praise of * this “T%&>|
sacred movement.” He is so ecstatic, indeed, that jIGffu
a new reading of the old text, “ The Lord loveth Afifigfio*,
giver.” Mr. Young renders it, “ God loveth e
iver "—which conjures up visions of boys who

uttons and cough drops into the collection-box.

J
Mr. Young urges everybody to subscribe to this |)Ct
get his or her name on “ the Historic Roll,” "h* jvjoPO
dently thinks they will keep a copy of in heaven. »
formists rail at Catholics, but they practise the sa
when raising the wind.

Even the children are pressed to get their nalji™ll in IL
Historic Roll. A special column is devoted to ,. [joy " il
Methodist Recorder. Mention is made of a farmer "(£6 (
said he would take treacle on his bread instead o told 1
order to help his mother to save her guinea. _  <Well, tir
this wouldn’t make enough difference, he said : DCh#n
mamma, | will take nothing but dry toast, and save t
and the treacle.” How pretty ! Fancy depleting thc i0 t{l
and injuring the health of growing boys and g,r ilve. 4

grown-up laborers in the Lord’s vineyard may tof
larders ! For it is amongst the men of God thatll
money will be divided. - phPc

Another page of the Methodist Recorder g Mdl(tce. .y
graphic picture of the great Century Fund comm*  «Iff),
can’t waste time in counting them, but at a rough 6 y
must number nearly two hundred. They all e0>
and many of them quite plump. Why, oh wn)' ~?
they connive at sneaking little boys’ butter and tre
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

Roadf~' ~areh 12, Camberwell Secular Hall, 16 New Church-
""3> ‘Souls, Spirits, and Ghosts.”

To Correspondents.

M

"illl\%e " "Fi)hartes Watts's absence from England his address
City, b’ g ~ Truthsceker office, 28 Lafayette-place, New York
Freeth,x, »

G>eds ! R. Defence Fund (West Ham).—We have re-
Mrs. anj V. F' Jordan, 2s. 6d. ; Beelzebub, 2s. 6d.; A.W., 6d.;
and \tU “IT- James Neate i0s. ; W. Robinson, 2s. 6d.; Mr.
25 5h. p. Deakin, ios. ; S. Leeson, ios.; S. R. Battershell,
Dube’’ Latham Secular Society, £1 is.; W. S. M., 3s.; T. H.
@rach ' andA. F. Bullock, 2s.; Hull Branch, £1 ; Glasgow
los» Thomas Robertson 5s.; M Loafer 5s.; Y.X.Y.,

gcﬂar s- > Anti- |got Cc-‘"(aBlos25 Frlend SjM';rt?rr]]d%E‘

James @ r]§>on>J£| W--H:-Barker, 2s. 6d Pattfe Dye, is. ;
Edwa-fi aa°tree, £ 1; W. Metcalfe, 2s, 6d.; E. Lawson, £1 ;
E Le«« 6'e’ 28 6d.; A.S. Vickers is. 6d.; W. Borrie, 2s. 6d
H Harr’ S G’ Langrldge 6s. ; William Smlth Zs 6d.

is.; r: aP>5*%; LarnerSugden ios.; R. Owen, is.; J. H. Baln

A CumKard Green» 10s. ; Ex- thuallst, 2s. 6d. J C 3s.; H.
""Nom~rc 8 6d-; C. Blyton, 2s.; A. E. Elderkin, 2s. 6d. ;
F. Simon °f M,eechi £2 ; James Toope, 5s.; W. Waymark, 2s;
Lewis A ? '® '! S. Hartmann, £1 is. Per R. Forder:—A.
As-6d-r r , R-BE>°., 3s-4ck1A. Bartholomew, 5s. ; H. G.,
X DRol _Calcutt>ls- _
aildt0 EY— No use asking such blackguards to apologise,
*hey ~ em would be a waste of time and money.
LChrlstla {? oe sure to find some bigoted friends on ajury in

> rse'ntes:—" As seekers for truth we are glad to have our
?'nds.  \W(Scd’ aiKl light flashed into the dark recesses of our
Nrickla,,j A dlerefore owe a debt of gratitude to W. W.
Winifero’ “.'A., Trin. Col.,, Cam. But the brilliance of his
pasis noA (A ter has dazzled our eyes, or does he consider a
"e Hot1tr '} au'dF and does he call pewter an amalgam ? Is
ReHerols[ uF funny,' and should he not take the advice so
?eHe ?~ A "dered to the Freethinker and look to his own
him ™ Any amalgamated society of artisans would help
*EVYOr

(V8St’necnA ruthseeker.”—riease note that our address is
UA Amrr tcr'street, London, E.C., and direct accordingly.

Tnﬂk&iﬁéaN F_I%?&rlna%ges —I’(ﬁndlllyrﬂ&@ ONIF EIMSABR 8 the

A°ui* boohY™  §?mc ?/ u keep a very old address of ours on
n ‘Irrhisrv A, The resultis frequent delay and occasional mis-

Htﬁﬁ&' Prﬁase FEEHQ/ at once.
>N o A Thanks- See Paragraph.
.0Qrn's °f the sort. What displeased the Lord was
G/ Irgods It'AfurelSn wives, who turned his heart towards
"E g,v . tile size of his harem was no offence.
RsproA A «— AVe thank the newly-revived Hull Branch
T,,rmatt. and practical sympathy. Will write you on the

G INT
son-. i Many thanks. The fight is a long- way off
"OApln kIR't is your fight too, as you see.
««. your efforts on our behalf at West Hiim.
CoA | ar Plums,

at*?aSed to hear Mr. Cohen had good audiences on
' DiraadtVerpek ’

§ b °mthe saw’ Ur telter is-excellent, but there were enough in
RTMANN 'v ° subject already.
Ham fi.Lu®' Treasurer, sends us a cheque for the
AY W a'-*kt' and says that, in his opinion, those who do
inj MAIb vxr6 Ira't°rs to the Freethought cause.
tidd'e Bible R'& ™ ¢ do not know of any such definite passage
tob any oth » ald says that if an angel preached to the Chris-
G~ e'eve himUr t Ospel than they had received they were not
a I'ttfSoN B Es that what you have in mind ?

)—%ﬁ; ure qu(?ecengggae@%&’?&;ﬁ ghortly, when we get

>>|r Bieased to have our warm approval of our
‘W VLA West Ham matte, 4 pp

-reethlnkl’\S course °f recent events ought to con-
V | eir 00|’\’\ Grs ke necessity of a powerful organisation

Soriesult i in - °.n Protection, and hopes the present emergency
Sod/a* c°ns*dcrable increase of the membership of the
X's CyM&E Y’ Limited-
your letter with pleasure.
|]A i* 11Ss Vance will give you something to do.

.'nei $If nof  Abianks. it will be all right, we have no
A i. Careas ' 'Ve- WH let you know. Mr. Foote is taking as
S rS T Pg‘_ysgble of his health.

i, . 'Hdhh es’ occasion is, as you say, one of the
- dL vSov I tance.
ess- hanks for subscription and good wishes for our

for \AckiiEs i>ood idea. We are obliged.

°[ ry we are too busy to hunt up the reference

think ; onl
\% tAt)A%HAn.arIBar%%IFapwas not reviewed, we y

eceived. In our next.

N
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William Smith.—We had already thought of a proposal on the
lines of your suggestion. Thanks for your encouraging letter.

Miss Vance asks us to announce that the following will supply
the Freethinker in the West Ham district to those who may find
a difficulty in obtaining it :(—E. Leggett, 23 Eve-road, West
Ham ; E. Pankhurst, 51 Stock-street, Plaistow. She also
mentions the names of Messrs. Fulcher, Parker, Smith, Gallery,
Sharkes, Highe, and Pankhurst as having been very helpful in
the local arrangements on behalf of this journal.

J. Fish.—See "Acid Drops.” Let us have any further informa-
tion.

J. R. Whittet1.—We do not know of any such volume. The
facts are scattered over the pages of many books. A chapter
upon the subject will be included in the second volume of Crimes
of Christianity, which we hope to see through the press this
summer.

Richard Johnson, subscribing himself, hopes all who can help
financially in the West Ham fight will do so at once.

J. Martin.—You will see that the bigots have scored a temporary
gain, but they may soon lose it.

Pattie Dye.—Glad to have your interesting letter. Miss Vance
will send you more of the Peculiar People pamphlet if you apply
to her direct. You have done well in distributing 330 copies so
judiciously.

G. Calcutt.—Mr. Forder has shown us your letter. Thanks for
your good wishes.

A. B. Moss.—Sorry to hear that your Vestry duties keep you
from the West Ham meeting.

W. B. Thompson sends a subscription to the West Ham fund on
behalf of the Chatham Secular Society, and says : “ The com-
mittee desire me also to send you their warmest approval of
the methods you are adopting in fighting the bigots. We do
hope that every Branch and every Freethinker will realise that
the battle is for the liberty of all Freethinkers in the country,
and provide you with the necessary sinews ofwar.”

J. Kerr.—Thanks for the extract. See paragraph.

J. F. Jordan.—You will have seen the announcement of the West
Ham meeting in last week’s Freethinker.

James Neate.—Mrs. Neate is quite right. It is pleasant to see
husband and wife co-operating in Freethought matters. See
acknowledgment. We have not heard of any other Branch than
yours intending to run a lecture station in Victoria Park. Surely
there is some mistake.

W. Robinson.—Thanks. Mr. Forder has sent you the Book of
God.

Margaret E. Deakin.—We are obliged for your good wishes as
well as subscription. You will see the affair has taken a fresh
turn.

S. Leeson.—Mr. Foote is in good condition again, and he is
never likely to be backward when fighting is on.

Received.—Edinburgh Evening News—Blue Grass Blade—New
York Truthseeker—Chester Courant—Ethical World—Star—
Isle of Man Times—Boston Investigator—West Ham Herald—
Book Trade Gazette—Public Opinion—Bath Herald—Zoophilist
—Freidenker—Lucifer—Progressive Thinker—Sydney Bulletin
—Eccles Journal—Freethought Ideal—Der Arme Teufel—El
Libre Pensamiento—Western Evening Herald—People’s News-
paper—Torch of Reason—English Mechanic—Stratford Express
—Forest Gate Weekly News—Liberator—Crescent.

Lecture Notices must reach 28 Stonecutter-street by first post
Tuesday, or they will not be inserted.

The National Secular Society's office is at No. 377 Strand,
London, where all letters should be addressed to Miss Vance.
It being contrary to Post-Office regulations to announce on the
wrapper when the subscription expires, subscribers will receive
the number in a colored wrapper when their subscription is due.

Letters for the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to
28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C.

Orders for literature should be sent to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stone-
cutter-street, E.C.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by
marking the passages to which they wish us to call attention.
The Freethinker will be forwarded direct from the publishing
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid:—One year,

ios. 6d.; halfyear, 5s. 3d.; three months, 2s. 8d.

Scale of Advertisements :—Thirty words, is. 6d.; every suc-
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements :—One inch,
4s. 6d.; halfcolumn, £1 2s. 6d.; column, £2 5s. Special terms
for repetitions.

Sugar Plums.

Mr. Foote had a good audience at the Athenteum Hall on
Sunday evening. This evening (March 12) he lectures at
the Camberwell Secular Hall on “ Souls, Spirits, and Ghosts.”
There will doubtless be a crowded attendance.

The Athenaium Hall platform will be occupied this evening
(March 12) by Mr. Chilperic Edwards, who will lecture on
“The Book of Daniel.” This gentleman is a master of
Biblical criticism, and has also a pretty humor of his own.
He should be welcomed by a large audience.

We have not heard from our wandering friend and
colleague, Mr. Charles Watts, for several weeks. We
presume he is doing time on the Yankee railroads. Accord-
Ing to a note in the New York Truthseeker, he is advertised
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to debate for four nights at Cincinnati with Mr. Isaac Selby.
The dates are March 6 to 10, so we suppose Mr. Watts is at
it while we are writing. The Trutliseeker does not envy Mr.
Selby the “ contract he has undertaken.” Few people would.

Before this week’s Freethinker is in the readers’ hands the
public meeting will have been held in the Stratford Town
Hall to protest against the attempted exclusion of this
journal from the West Ham Free Libraries. Some of the
local bigots have been threatening to create a disturbance,
and even boasting that they would break up the meeting;
and they seem to have promises of support in this holy
direction from the Christian Evidence vermin all over the
metropolis. But ample precautions have been taken against
these exponents of Christian charity.

Unfortunately, the West Ham affair has taken a new and
awkward turn. At a Town Council meeting on February 28
the question of the Freethinker poll came up, and doubts
were expressed as to its legality. It was also stated that the
poll would cost several hundred pounds, and this was thought
too large a sum to spend on advertising this journal. A
perfect hubbub then ensued, in which the Mayor played his
part on behalf of the bigots very dexterously. The standing
orders were suspended, and an agreement was come to that
the Freethinker should still be taken in the Libraries, but be
kept in reserve, and given out to those who asked for it.
The Labor members must have lost their heads for the
moment to vote for this resolution. It was the very resolu-
tion that was first proposed by the bigots, and which was
handsomely defeated. To vote for it at the finish was to
throw up the sponge, and confess that all the efforts of the
Progressives had been a sheer waste of time.

Fortunately, some of the Labor members see this, and one
Councillor has promised to move that the February 28 resolu-
tion be rescinded. This would open the question again, and
afford an opportunity of its being settled rationally. It is to
be hoped that the Progressives will revert to their old position,
and maintain absolute justice between the rival parties of
religious and irreligious opinion.

The new turn of affairs naturally delayed the issue of Mr.
Foote’s manifesto. What he had written in view of the poll
was inappropriate to the altered situation. Accordingly, he
had to wait until Sunday night, when Miss Vance brought
him the latest news from West Ham. The manifesto was
then written and put into the printer’'s hands immediately. It
makes an eight-page tract, and is well got up. Twenty
thousand at least will be required, and perhaps a good many
more. The manifesto is being well distributed in the borough.
Some of the friends in certain districts are delivering it in
envelopes from house to house.

Most of the readers of the Freethinker would like to see the
manifesto, so we print it in full for their benefit. It will be
found on another page.

The struggle in West Ham is apparently far from ended.
It may rage all the more fiercely after the motion to rescind
the resolution of February 28. More public meetings may
be necessary, and even another manifesto. We appeal,
therefore, to Freethinkers to continue supplying us with the
sinews of war. Anything we have left over could be devoted
to subsequent Frcethought propaganda in the borough.

Freethinkers should as a mere matter of duty support us
generously in such a fight. Some of them, perhaps, imagine
that our task is an easy one, take it all round. They do not
know how difficult it is to maintain a thoroughly “ advanced ”
journal. Let them consider how few have been able to keep
a Freethought paper going for any length of time, and then
recollect that we have kept this one going for eighteen years.
Look at the Clarion, which is the most successful of Socialist
journals. Mr. Blatchford, its editor, says he has lost twelve
hundred pounds in seven years, that he cannot get advertise-
ments owing to prejudice, and that unless his readers assist
the Clarion will have to cease publication. We note, too,
that the Spiritualist Two Worlds makes almost as painful a
confession. -

The Freethought Ideal, one of our American exchanges, is
published at Ottawa, Kansas, and edited by two ladies, Etta
Semple and Laura Knox. It is a live sheet, and we wish it
all success. It is grand to see women helping to break
down superstition. -

A namesake of ours, E | Libre Pensamiento, reaches us from
Lima. It is the organ of the Freethought League of Peru,
and is issued weekly. This is the third year of its existence.

Our valued exchange, the Torch of Reason, published at
Silverton, Oregon, is doing an excellent work, but it occa-
sionally goes beyond the limits of Freethought. In the last
number before "us we note a quotation, apparently with
approval, that “ A tobacco smoker cannot be expected to do
much thinking.” Really this is great nonsense. Smoking
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may make a man lazy, but how does it stop thinking? Ho

did as much hard thinking as anybody, and he was a ter *
smoker. Newton was a great smoker. Carlyle puliea *
puffed and puffed, and he put a tremendous lot of work

all those books of his. Tennyson smoked as much as j
Darwin smoked, Tyndall smoked, Huxley smoked, L !
smoked. Try again, dear Torch of Reason; or rather,

try again, but leave that sort of nonsense to the Salv
Army. If you must oppose smoking, as you have a rig

do it on rational grounds.

A Secular meeting will be held at the Grove,
Stratford Church, this morning (March 12) at ii-30- Rﬂ
East London Branch intended holdlng lectures ther™”,
Sunday evenings in May, but owing to the Ftveu*
trouble the lectures have been arranged for Sunday !
ings in March and April.

The annual General Meeting of the Finsbury Branch * »
held at the Athenaeum Hall on Sunday evening last, "
very satisfactory balance-sheet was presented. 'If-
and Mr. H. Brown were re-elected as president and
It was decided to give a Concert and Dance on Good | ~{sS
the Concert arrangements being kindly undertaken 'v . ee
Vance, which the Branch considers a sufficient guar? [c
The tickets are now on sale (price one shilling), and 1l ?t|IC
obtained from Miss Vance at the Society’s offices, or <
Athenaeum on Sunday evenings.

‘M

The National Secular Society’s Annual Conference
held on Whit-Sunday at Birmingham. The local Bra>
secured the Town Hall for the evening public meeting*

|l

_The Star continues its valiant crusade against j°'*Jjists
oils that are responsible—or rather the greedy CaP
who put them on the market are res on5|ble—for the

RuE B Y, TegRly i the &@im@%%

roally c'vilised Gover
deal w.tli tlns matter atonce. ~ It is a mere ques
safety. May the Star fight on until it wins a great victo

compelling decent legislation on this matter.

National Secular Society.

. . . .
Report of Executive Meeting, held at the Somety»s in
on Friday, March 3 (the President, Mr. G. W. I'00 ’

the chair). A
There, were present —Messrs. E. Bater, H. Br° ’fcr,
Gorniot, W. Heaford, S. Hartmann, R. Forder, W. uid

J. Neate, V. Roger, F. Schaller, A. B. Moss, T. Wiimon
the Secretary.

Minutes of previous meeting read and confirnie ' 1
statement received.and.adopted.

Twenty-six applications for membership were recel\" 8‘&'11
accepted—twenty from Birmingham, and six from

a>

Branches. ) fil BI
The Birmingham Branch, having secured the T
for Whit-Sunday, invited the Conference, and it was  /jjiil,

moved “ That the Conference for 1899 be held in Birnim$S

a general vote being unnecessary in this instance. .mitt"
The recent attack upon the Freethinker by the Con jliiiA

of the Free Library in West Ham was referred to, an  tjng

present volunteered to act as stewards at the publlc m g

tn ho \WplIH nt Town on WorlnpcdilV.

ouu-v-uniiiuuct, eunoiouii™ ui .ueocoi ucnauv=> > - ning 1

Loafer, was elected to consider the adV|sab|I|ty of rua tOud

summer excursion, in which all the London Branch®

Jom and to report at next meeting. ., dp
The question of open-air demonstrations was th "

cussed, and it was resolved that a series of such den  4jii

tions should be held during the summer month5* ",

Finance Committee were requested to consider the

and to draw up a report for next meetin ~taf'

dith MgVance Seen

ing summer excursions, are requested to kindly con'll j(>
with the General Secretary (Miss Vance) at an early

The Real Religion. ]

I am really a great admirer of tangible religi°n’ a'l jiiiv
breeding one of my daughters a Catholic, that she p~LtdV
her hands full. It is by far the most elegant worship».
excepting the Greek mythology. What with incense, P - sSiol)
statues, altars, shrines, relics, and the real presence, coi*  idc?
absolution—there is somethlng sensible to grasp at. thei
it leaves no possibility of doubt ; for those who swa*l  jfin
Deity, really and truly, in transubstantiation can ha{
anyt ing else otherwise than easy of digestion*
Letter to Moore.
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Charles Blount.

Ix (By the late J. M. W heeler.)
English pSt'mafe the lives and work of the early
anioc91'in kers, it is necessary to remember the

andth lere °~. °P’n'on by which they were surrounded,
of (hg6 Peilalties which they incurred by the publication

of here °P'n'ons- Down to 1678 any person convicted
Wit dcYi WS- "'akie at law t° be burned by force of the
chance ceretico comburendo, which was granted out of
ecclesi ,euP°n certificate of such conviction by the

NartholSt'Ca™ cour,:s- Matthew Hamont, John Lewis,
Wae Ornew Legate, Edward Wightman, and others,

Principle” '3Urmnt L°r anti-Trinitarian heresies. The
°f toleration were held but by few, and,
printin,, 1ton’s n°ble plea for the liberty of unlicensed

whichs' 6Very Publication had to pass a censorship
Weregd. w'lerc it could not kill, and emasculated
e, i not suppress. If only for his share m the

ChaT Ot ridd'ng England of this incubus, the name ot
,res Blount is entitled to remembrance.

\a -,°Unger son of an illustrious family, Charles blount

pOn Pj'n at the seat of his grandfather, Sir Thomas

fathL o.Unt' at Upper Holloway, April 27, 1654. His

* thig' r'r Uenmn Blount, the traveller, whose Voyage

v Hr LMavullt

A [“_§.4-36 ran through several editions,
and;:“° enjoyed highh distinction both under Charles I.

ad c'e “orn,nonwealth, was a man of keen observation
inhc”~hat sceptical turn of mind. Charles Blount
to . the same disposition and a strong propensity
uPon ,n,nk. which was fostered by his father, who took
eujhto Imiself the direction of his studies. At the age o
of Sir tn™ls father had him married to Eleanora, daughter
aha, ,ih°mas Tyrrel, of Shotover, Oxon, and gave him
His rOrne settlement.

avind- st w°rk, published soon after his marriage, was
the a Catl’n of Dryden’s Conquest of Granada against
V ivons of a Mr. Leigh. In a translation of
PublishJ  Which Blount had a hand, which was not
filing Untl the year 1711, Dryden, in his Life G
l'oiint's f,,arned the compliment, speaking highly of
°yirll and abilities. In 1679 he sent abroad his

% in ~Luidi; or, an Historical Narration of the
Life a*°ftheAncients concerning M ans Soul after this
g;{mj[%rding to Unenlightened Natyre, by Charles
s_ﬁe 4t Uis father, who probably inspired his
VEhis «art Cal QpiRioRs, is seild 80 Rave MaY some sWiahe
rdi) . y essay on comparative religion. The ra¥ina
tH lecriptaPPearS’ ~Nas Ol been handed about i
ntlin H’ With several passages in it much stronger
WS nutilat-Work as Licensed by Sir Roger L'Estrange.
anl c°tide 10n> however, did not suffice, and the work
\ Pfhlicl'v n{(y Dr. Compton, Bishop of London,

H ,iftr s .request Charles Blount sent a copy of
ke \Y¥ch he nrl”~ Hobbes, with a letter, dated 1678,
.. Igj s~Praises Hobbes’s Treatise on Heresy, which

IT256%2 U manuscript, and which Hobbes had

Ptbf jHobbgg" a Prosecution of his own works. Soon
V~Asheu”ss death (December 4, 1679) Blount

g >KsHob/,0 ~ast Sayings of Dying Legacy of Mr.

~ Lhe r €2 °f Malmsbury, being aphorisms, mostly
if&ﬁ\%ﬁiﬁp%ﬂ?'beginn-i-n-g-with-me_-s-ayings_ . * Fear
dh, kiles f...2 nle, feigned by the mind, or imagined
<~Nitio@s »1Cy allowed, is religious ; not allowed, is

a dR8m 1./0 say that ¥ied hath spoken to a
fAPake to'hi *S,,no more than to say he dreamt that

NN
H"CFI .’\\Ilvensing Act of 1662 concerning P
been directed against the works of. Hobbes

t& /Kdelgsanrv [ L ) (3N ]

au »ic garbled extracts from the
ylyP los phij. Milton,” and brands Blount as an un-
t > blL injuredaaiSt. truth 's>that in 1679 it could
H tijlean” poofaay cai'se to have used the name of the
Hy1 "the\r In its defence. Even that noble
called “ °jpagitica, which in Milton’s own words
precious life-blood of a master-spirit,
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embalmed and treasured up on purpose to a life beyond
life,” lay neglected, and was not only, as Macaulay says,
“at the mercy of every pilferer,” but was best utilised
by “ garbled extracts ” given anonymously. Blount was
not an original writer. His works show indebtedness to
Herbert, Hobbes, Montaigne, Taylor, Brunet,and others;
but he had a vivid mind, industry, a wide range of
knowledge, and some skill and enthusiasm in putting
it to use in the service of Freethought. The fust
Vindication was well received, and had its due effect.
The pernicious Licensing Act was not renewed until
1685, when James Il. came to the throne. It was then
put in force again for seven years; but Blount, as we
shall see, did not cease to attack the.despotism which
he was destined to overthrow. Shortly after publishing
the fust Vindication he, under the signature of Junius
Brutus, published “ An Appeal from the Country to the
City,” which the Biographia Britannica describes as
“ the strongest invective against Popery and Papists
that was published even in that age.”
( To be concluded.)

Mary Wollstonecraft.

Some ignorant bigots at West Ham, who know no more of
history and literature than they have gathered from various
budgets of libellous scraps about “ infidels,” are warning the
public against the “awful” principles of Freethought, and
pointing to Mary Wollstonecraft as an illustration of how
women become wicked when they forsake Christianity. Most
of these ignorant bigots probably believe that she died a few
years ago, or perhaps is still living. She was born in 1759,
and her deatli occurred in 1797. That is more than a century
ago, and there is certainly a great staleness about this
“ terrible example.” Mary Wollstonecraft was very far from
being a wicked person. Southey, the Poet Laureate, who
knew her well, and was himself a devout Christian, called her
“ that sainted woman.” Mrs. Fawcett, who has edited a re-
print of her Vindication ofthe Rights of Woman, describes her
as “ the essentially womanly woman, with the motherly and
wifely instincts strong within hex-”  Mrs. Fawcett also
remarks that “ her memory has been thoroughly vindicated
from the contumely that was at ohe time heaped upon it.”
Mary Wollstonecraft, when young, innocent, and confiding,
trusted to the honor of a man who abandoned her;
and it is a frightful sarcasm on the delicacy of the
male sex that creatures calling themselves men are still
found stoning her memory for that act of faithful affec-
tion towards one of their species. Disdaining life in such
circumstances, she tried to drown herself, but was rescued.
Thenceforth she devoted herself to literary occupations.
Finally she married William Godwin, the author of Political
fustier, and died in giving birth to a daughter, who
was destined to become the wife of Shelley. She was beau-
tiful, g?ood, and pure. Unfortunate she was, as over-
trustful souls are apt to be ; but she was incapable of doing
harm knowingly to man, woman, or child. Her writings do
credit to her heart and head. She was a hundred years in
advance of her age on most questions ; and that fact alone
accounts for the vilification of her name to-day by vulgar
fanatics who are a hundred years behind their age.

Leicester Secular Hall.

Last Sunday evening an animated meeting of Leicester
Secularists celebrated the eighteenth anniversary of the
opening of the hall. Mr. Sydney Gimson, who presided,
traced the course of the Society from the. time of the two
chief founders of the hall—Mr. Josiah Gimson and Mr.
Michael Wright—to its present flourishing condition, when,
free from debt, it is taking up a larger educational work.
Mr. George Jacob Holyoake made a vigorous and interest-
ing speech, in which he insisted upon the duty of Secularism
to criticise the mean and degraded conceptions of the popular
theology, and he took occasion to attack a book written by
the Rev. Hugh Price Hughes (with whom, however, he was
personally on friendly terms)—viz., The Philanthropy of God.
Philanthropy was not a term applicable to the iuler of the
world, who should be responsible for the indigence of the
poor. It was a revolting idea of God which represented him
as holding all things in the hollow of his hand, and yet made
him the author of sudden death (as in the cases of Bishop
Wilberforce, Archbishop Benson, and Dr. Berry), and thought
of him as acquiescing in the slaughter of Christian martyrs
and of Armenians. He summed up the Secular gospel by
quoting the lines :—
Whate'er may seem unsafe,
Two things stand like a stone
Fairness to another’s face,
Sincerity in your own.
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Mr. F. J. Gould dwelt on the need of a double work—criti-
cism on the one side, and construction and education on the
other. *“ Every plank in the floor of this building,” he said,
“rests on great needs and capacities of human nature—the
need of freedom, the need of knowledge, the need of a
religion that is complete in the human heart and leaves no
place for the gods; the capacity for progress, the capacity
for learning new truth, the capacity for fellowship without
priestism, and love without creed.”

Mr. Joseph McCabe affirmed that social progress was an
object more natural to Secularism than to the Churches, and
he said Secularism agreed with Terence—* | am a man, and
nothing of human interest is foreign to me.”

The Society held its anniversary supper on Monday

evening.
The Modern Drama.
Shakespeare.
Calderon. Corneille. Moliere. Mozart.

T hee, oh source of light and beauty, Thee, oh Soul of Souls
supreme,

Thee, Humanity, who breathedst in these souls the wondrous
dream,

Thee we see in those who saw Thee, Thee we praise in those
who praised

All the kingdoms of thy greatness, and thy life above them
raised.

Thou art Love, and only love can lift thus high the mounting
mind.

Thou art Love, and by thy love thy sons of light to Thee
canst bind.

Forth Thou led'st these sovereign spirits, high Thou bad’st
them soar and see

Man’s broad stage of strife heroic, subject to Love’s majesty—

All its joy and all its sorrow, all the glory, all the gloom,

Faith’s high calm, and doubt's dread conflict, dreams of
gladness, fears of doom.

Thou art Light, and by thy light thy universal world was
seen ;

Thou art Light, and in thy light the soul moves glad through
thy demesne.

Into these high souls Thou earnest, and they knew thy power
and spake,

Moulding all thy life to music, which thy spirit did awake.

Clear they painted all thy regions, bold they moved through
tracts of time,

And Love’s leagued and banded spirits showed as one vast
soul sublime.

Thou art Might, and by thy might man rises strong, and
rules his life ;

Thou art Might, and in thy might he gains this beauty from
the strife.

—Malcolm Quin, “Hymns of Worship."

Book Chat.

A postcard we have received from the publishers of the
Truthseekcr (New York) contains the following: “ By order
of Mr. D. O. Blodgett we send you copy of our new Age of
Reason. If any duty, advise us, and we will square same.”
The “duty” referred to is customs’ duty. But there is
nothing of that sort in England. We leave it to the more
enlightened Republicans of America. They are a great
people, with a wonderful future, we believe ; but it is about
time they dropped the practice of levying duty on books
coming into their country. Books should come and go free
everywhere ; and if the American revenue suffered, an extra
duty might be laid upon English lords, who shap up Yankee
heiresses, and upon English parsons, who rake in Yankee
dollars. . . N

We thank Mr. Blodgett for his present. We met him at
Grand Rapids, when we were there with Mr. Watts. He
paid out of his own pocket for all the expenses of our lectures
in the Opera House. He isagenerous Freethought stalwart,
and we are glad to know that he nowgets theFreethinker every
week and enjoys reading it. Some day or other we hope to
meet him again. Meanwhile we wish him many years of
happiness, prosperity, and usefulness.

* * *

This edition of the Age ofReason is a very handsome book.
It is well-printed and well-bound, with gilt edges, and a nice
design on the front cover. The reprint of Part I. is from
the first Paris edition, a copy of which was some time ago
discovered by Mr. G. E. Macdonald. It varies somewhat
from the English edition of Daniel Isaac Eaton, and is, of
course, of higher authority. Mr. Macdonald, we suspect, is
responsible for the excellent Preface to this new edition.
This is followed by a useful chronology of Paine’s career.
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The frontispiece is a fine engraving from the portrai
Mr. Conway claims to be by Romney. There are ~
other illustrations, one of which is an engraving ™ "
Laurens portrait, and another Paine as a member n
French Assembly. Altogether this is a book that Prcc  .uced
will value. It is far and away the finest edition yet P Al
of Paine’s heretical masterpiece. We hope the s
reward the publishers’ enterprise.

The Adult for March opens with a long criticism by
Seymour of the Maybrick case, in the form of a Letter totn
Home Secretary. Dr. Park writes on “ The Sexualif
Matter.  Sophie Lepper, in “ Food and Sex,” advisesgo«' »
Jv -n- sexually altogether, at least on its physical side-
Quilham, of Liverpool, the Mohammedan, writes on ,
gamy from a Muslim Standpoint,” pointing out in this
ment that polygamy is favored in the Bible.

i inlind has P

Everybody is glad that Mr. Rudyard K|p||n(j§ the
through the valléy of the shadow of death, and 1§ "Vbrgnia
upward road to full recovery. He is a forceful and “[Jer
writer, but it is nonsense to talk of him (as J053V sOjit o

has been doing) as a possible Shakespeare. This jed
flattery- smacks of the sick chamber and its lugh-
sympathy.

The Sunday Special alluded-to Kipling’s “ City ot ro
Night.” That was one of his blasphemies. te(pleoe<

business to take the title of James Thomson’s.,TiaS ,,notiar
which snly wants age 1o he @ wlassis, and ;put it to Ve
and vastly inferior use. One wonders whether he td
Thomson was too obscure for the appropriation to be £~ ds
He could hardly have imagined that he was conferrmg .
tinction by borrowing from a poet of Thomson’s cah

By the way, thereal “ City of Dreadful Night  "~]°buydS
to wit—is now accessible to the ordinary run of boo
As we stated recently, Mr. Bertram Dobell, of 77 ,n
Cross-road, London, W.C., has just published a h' ttin
little volume of selections from Thomson, begmrul poed

“The City.” It also includes his principal narrati'  frii
“Weddah and Om-El-Bonain,” which combines , ho*
movement of Byron with the rich color of Keats. orti
this volume will have a really good sale. It IS xhc'
hundred, a thousand, of some current volumes of vf
are pressed into vogue by the gentle art of log-rolliifr-
Correspondence.
MR. COHEN’'S FINAL.
TO THE EDITOR OF THE FREETHINKER- /ooy
Sir,—| must prolong the discussion between D ¢ cit
and myself to the extent 0f a correction, My fRERNE«L
pained that | should have compared “ the profound »  flex
relative to living and non-living matter of proles  [}pV

with such ds the mem in the siieet mey be SWPPOS |, K ™ |j
If Dr. Keeling consults mv article again, he will 9;c<j- i

not compare Professor Beale’s “knowledge ” o q& I LA~
non-liviiieg matter to the man in the street, but “j}

that the difference between “ ever - that.>
every form of non-living matter is ausuiui... i1 i

ject, | repeat, Professor Beale can be no more cert'llrcjise’

most lymorant. It is a statement that simply exP

absence of knowledge, not its possession. ge»ot
Personally, I have as much respect for profess0

a biologist ‘as Dr. Keeling has, and my criticism  ei[i'-j

directed against him in that capacity. What 1 flues u;ol°’K'L
the eorrectness of the Professor's E6NAINISIBAS; At the U
facts upon which those conclusions were based. lacc<
My other critic calls for a word of reply, ifonly o' art'L
of his “ cockiness ” of tone ANYORE WRO read il j
with attention could not fail to see that my inal,"@4hl “iilll
that seeking for the properties of a chemical com l:er\'
factors was waste of time. As | said, “ The a g o/
behavior of a chemical compound is essential to®
nation of its factors, not to their qualities a” c, plus'tt#
It was in support of this position that | gave the iHr"
selected by my critic. 011 consideration the s. )i«

have bfen more happily chosen, although there is s, § »
ence between qualities fanifested 'by-wHtEr uro
congitions anij those manifested by its factors unqo
conditions. [ do not imagine that « cewcBF ™ goff o
would allow his students to affirm that wetness " '
of all the elements, or of nearly all the elements,  Of "M-i

sense that he may affirm wetness to be a quall Myjn.
At any rate, | think it would puzzle even a “ B.A-; t]en
Cam.,” to show that my contention as laid down 1 n
sentence is an unsound. one.

As to the second point, 1did not* point that
to, or the product of, an amalgamation,” as thoug'i
bitable evidence of the fact, with qualitative and 1~ “H
knowledge of the factors. What | did say was
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lafaali
rmu(fje%ﬁt WSS correct 'nsaying that life was due to a combi-
ater forn°rdl S are *o '5e found working in nature under
inwhich if'y] 1L 1'sabsur<) to take a man to pieces and ask
roe@n a T e'erterits llfe resides. Time reply would be in
a*idMrek-but is due te the amalgamatien 6fall.” lam
vidud noi athc*land must be new to such discussions, or he
I'nthesk r cover that the hypothesis of life, being due to a
c¢nsidered® | natura* forces, was “ truly funny.” AH things
- n°5( think there is any serioys need for the
«infert® * 100Ksg jts-seieneealthough there fs pressing
study fln.to tj\c opinions of those whose minds, fresh from
trecapacit ’ fClenl‘f'c text-books, may not yet have acquired
) torsound thinking or philosophical investigation.

C. Cohen.

A HALF-RATIONALIST.
SIR TO TIIE editor of

Reling’ «JP®nultimate and ultimate paragraphs in Dr.
thet their r Kel°‘n”er ” afford food for reflection, insomuch
mischiefw°pen’;s exemplify to an extraordinary degree the
"I'tasi-kaq °r ,PS eharacter of a policy commonly pursued by
oubt *tS "Nere % a.man, in many respects of un-
h'e Of a eellence—unfortunately, nevertheless, representa-
APerstitio’™*% admittedly pandering to a palpably gross
Itsopulent because he has succeeded in discovering among
% a '?tanes a few benevolently inclined.
"hichhavent”™j°~ reasoning, all the myriad “ madnesses”
?rd are (t’ ana ar?> haunting the noddles of mankind were
j® claim;..0 Pers®°nify them for the nonce) equally warranted
°UhislieJa PerPeiuation ; for, sooth to say, there never
* sUppress saPerstition yet, howsoever crass, powerful enough
“eftees  IPtct'ly the humanitarian promptings in all of its
peaterentu” . en>the England of our day is displaying
‘Quianity « Wslasm for relieving poor, down-trodden, suffering
Qrtificate’af 1 at any justification for precipitously giving a
Cntempon ¢ 'aracter to a superstitious system that happens
;id therebvne® LSy therewith to be ostensibly predominant,
ar}zrl)e,f)flect o/ UTplying that they stand in the relation of cause

“the freethinker.”

PQutors'g¥* 7i 0,10 would have expected a gentleman of the
Rsk of Usc tUs. t° have seriously addressed himself to the
Hﬁbrineirer i'ntnif the real cause, or causes, which is, or
nien>and' about these happy changes in the relationships
s'Cs'de, be t0 cavalierly cast his influence on the side—
Aem \WvhiH way> which has its social rewards—of a
-days Of . 1 has, and it is historically demonstrable, in the
human u,ma"'S nant power, flooded the fields of Europe
f‘m_torryqf H°°d and human gore ; variegating the horrible
tj-rsion/ 0j. the gruesome, sanguinary vision only by inter-
fiP0Scormed] ? , O™ ignited faggots, capped. by brave men
I’f]r'll ) truckling, and preferred death in its most hideous

. fhe p

5 that higr maV here, notimprobably, interpose by remark-
c.Gdinot, serious studies have been, and are being, prose-
QtC seve vu]rections, thereby exempting him from undue
tkrstianitv i °f treatment relative to his testimonial to
Pdic ‘s rea]K® "’hich | reply, busy man though he be, that
h-ting of r| +o. extenuation whatever for his gratuitous
ilijSi‘Urnal Irist*amty, forasmuch that the very numbers of
t* ,also confOl™ 111'0™ matter personally interesting to him
1 Dature ofVe rccords of events sufficiently warnful of the
ot me Co 110 system lie has explicitly commended,
of N itadiniy™ 6] .-° Particuiars. The nuimder preceding e
a.tramn:ng his “ Rejoinder” had also a graphic account
lotl'st parsQr train of Church of England divines, Noncon-
ath as’ R n, Catholic priests, and—mentign it
b33 r%ymeﬁ‘)F |3'l| ']Eﬂffhlffin B%ngHeb_ah—a i h- crn:ﬂeg—
o thd ... oldly marched, .without blush or sha
Ve].qal it t&gfﬂﬁﬁ Ejetma {holy' l\\ﬁoses, what a spec’tac?geb
adir faPer |, 2X(*ude from its libraries—ironyr of fate—the
. e Ig Jjustly, and, what is more, welcomely,
aril® read Of criticisms. Again, the Doctor must likewise
Fa“'med Bl 'uw the Binmningham Sesuwlarists have been
te Mein Ot ° ne the Board schools like a pack of
bleSule nY ler could he also have failed to notice, still in
tret Sed all| crs>how the Liverpool Secularists are being
their °rned hy the powers that be—and illegally at
s’mags.  And “Mpts to secure a hall wherein to hold their
from now tUS state of things has been going on for
'v*thin tho',aad tila* without a single voice being raised
denunciation of such
, but, contrariwise,
*}P>edSin' "y the brave soldiers of the Cross with ill-
lov;n ?°'v that alls%cti°n- Finally, the Doctor must surely
Miev  Sent |ICcd'tor of this journal was, some years ago,
>, ef ina’'py.an eminently Christian judge (for he

rati0 Mall*for ,,ninly previous to his becoming a qualified
1Ato.,3' critir-' "hole round year for the awful crime of

1 1W&to rellINR dle Christian’s fetish book ; and,
jritt], /ar>ds Ch dlc aggregate strength of the humanity
Aitin AhtionriKtlans was n°t eTectual enough to demand,
A" b senten bUt even the reduction by one hour, of that

le Whites h°”  And this is, forsooth, the system of

tsPresent rilt. ~ w'h he a bad day for sociology [!]
Christian element is eliminated.”
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Of the Doctor’s Theism | make no comment further than
by observing that the man who has distinguishably worked
for a protracted period in a noble calling against the ravages
of disease, and has failed to realise that, if he must needs
posit a God as the former of Nature, it must be such an
one—of such gigantic proportions—as would dwindle to
invisibility' all the monsters (and they have been multitu-
dinous) which have ever terribly afflicted the entire human
race, though they be conglomerated into one solid mass—is
simply past praying for. J. Roberts.

“A MATTER OF SCIENCE.”
TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.

Sir,—Mr. Strickland is mistaken as to the “ scientific
blunder” of a “serious” kind. When Mr. Cohen speaks of
wetness as a property' of water not possessed by the oxy'gen
and hydrogen of which the water is composed, he of course
means that this is the state of things underordinary conditions.
Anyone who thinks it worth while to find fault with state-
ments which omit necessary but perfectly well-understood
conditions can cull from the brief compass of Mr. Strickland’s
own letter more than one statement which is not true, unless
various words or conditions are inserted by the intelligence and
candor of the reader. | will quote three such passages, and will
add in brackets some (not all) of the words or conditions which
are needed to make them accurate. “ Water is a fluid at the
[ordinary] temperature of the air.” *“ Raise the temperature
of thewater [sufficiently and keep the pressure sufficiently low],
and it becomesa gas.” “ Lower the temperature of the gas
[sufficiently], and it becomes a solid.”

Mr. Strickland, contradicting Mr. Cohen, says : “ It is not
true that the wetness of the resulting water is due to its
combination, but to the accident that water is fluid at the
temperature of the air.” This method of arguing, or rather
asserting, would abolish the idea of causation altogether. It
alleges that a phenomenon does not result from preceding
conditions, but is an *“accident.” But wetness or fluidity
(under ordinary conditions) invariably follows the union of
oxygen and hydrogen in certain proportions. Mr. Cohen,
therefore, has every right to speak of this wetness as bging
due to the combination which it invariably follows. That we
do not know the whole chain of causation or explanation that
connects the two known stages of a sequence is no reason for
assuming that the one is not a consequence of the other, but
only an *“accident,” or irrelevant circumstance. In the
instance before us the connecting link may be that the com-
pound molecules develop greater powers of mutual cohesion
or attraction, and hence fly away less readily into the gaseous
state.

As to “mind” (Mr. Cohen wrote “ life ) being due to the
“amalgamation ” of certain elements, the statement is not so
“ truly funny ” to an ordinary reader as it may perhaps be to
a mind absorbed in the technicalities of scientific terminology.
“ Amalgamation ” is not the right word, indeed, being too
suggestive of blending into a homogeneous mass ; but Mr.
Cohen had already used the correct word, “ combination,”
more than once, and on repeating the idea he substituted the
kindred word, “ amalgamation,” fora change. *“ Amalgam,”
of course, means a compound of quicksilver and some other
metal. Mr. Strickland himself, by implication, extends the
idea of amalgamation to “ pewter,” a metallic mixture which
contains no quicksilver. Ordinary usage extends the meaning
still further to combinations of companies, interests, etc.
While Mr. Cohen would have done better to repeat the word
“ combination ” (or to employ some such word as “ union "),
rather than use a less accurate expression by way of change,
the defect of language is not a very serious one, and is not in
the least calculated to mislead any one, so far asvl %anBsee.

. P. Ball.

What is Death?

Philaster.—Oh, but thou dost not know what 'tis to die.
Bellario.—Yes, | do know, my lord :
'Tis less than<to be born ; a lasting sleep ;
A quiet resting from all jealousy,
A thing we all pursue ; I know, besides,
It is but giving over of a game that must be lost.
—Beaumont and Fletcher.

A clergyman in Scotland a hundred years ago, who took
the only newspaper that came to the village, used to draw
from it freely in his sermons. One Sunday he told his con-
gregation how Buonaparte had just lost a great battle. The
report proved false, however, and when he next mounted the
pulpit he had to say : “ Brethren, what | said to you on the
last Sabbath was a’ lees.”

At the time of the disruption in Scotland the church collec-
tions fell off in a strange and alarming way. *“ Wad ye
believe it?” said an elder, who held the plate at the door of
St. Andrew’s Church, Edinbugh, seated for two thousand
Beople. “ On the Sunday after the Disruption I only got five

awbees. Standin’ in the draught for twenty minutes, too !
If | had only kent, | wad rather hae put in the collection
mysel’ an’ covered up the plate.”
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

[Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday,
and be marked “ Lecture Notice,” if notsent onpost-card.]

LONDON.

The Athenaeum Hall (73 Tottenham Court-road, W .): 7.30,
Chilperic Edwards, “ The Book of Daniel.”

Bradlaugh Club and Institute (36 Newington Green-road,
Ball’'s Pond): 8.30, J. W. White’s Dramatic Co., in “ Not Such a
Fool as he Looks.”

Camberwell (North Camberwell Hall, 16 New Church-road) :
Every Saturday, at 7.30, Debating Class and Social Club. Sunday,
at 7, G. W. Foote, " Souls, Spirits, and Ghosts.”

East London Branch (Swaby's Coffee House, 103 Mile End-
road, E.) : 8, J. F. Haines,” The Citification Bill.” With diagrams.

East London Ethical Society (Bow Vestry Hall, Bow-road,
E.) : 7, G. H. Perris, “ Internationalism : An Ethical Postulate.”

South London Ethical Society (Surrey Masonic Hall, Cam-
berwell New-road, S.E.): 11.15, Discussion; 7, Dr. Washington
Sullivan, “ The Ethical Interpretation of Sin.”

West London Ethical Society (Kensington Town Hall): 1I,
Stanton Coit, “ The Personality of God.”

Open-air Propaganda.

Battersea Park Gates: 11.30, A lecture.
Hyde Park (near Marble Arch): 11.30, A lecture.

COUNTRY.

Chatham Secular Society (Queen's-road, New Brompton);
2.45, Sunday-school; 7, W. Sanders (Ethical Propagandist Com-
mittee), "John Ruskin as a Social Reformer."

Derby Branch (Central Hotel, Market-place): 7, W. H.
Fletcher, “ Apathy."

Glasgow (Lecture Hall, no Brunswick-street) : 12, Discussion
Class—Mr. Barker; 6.30, J. Watson, "To John-o'-Groats with
Wheel and Camera ” With lantern illustrations.

Great Yarmouth Freethinkers' Association (Freethinkers’
Hall, bottom of Broad-row). Thursdays, at 8.30, Elocution Class.
Sunday, at 7, Mr. Smith, “ What is Agnosticism?”

Hult (Friendly Societies’ Hall, No. 2 Room) : Mr. Gibson,
“ Evolution of Society."

Leicester Secular Club (Humberstone-gate): Dr. T. R.
Allinson—11, “ Food and Feeding”; 6.30, “ Health: Howto Get
and Keep.”

Liverpool (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square): C. Cohen. For
subjects see Liverpool Post and Echo.

Manchester Secular Hall (Rusholme-road, All Saints):
J. M. Robertson—it, " Liberalism and Leadership”; 3, “What to

Read ”; 7, “ The Reform of Christianity." Tea at 5.

Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockingham-
street): W. Heaford—11, "lIdeals: Christian and Secular”; 3,
“ Religion Rejected; and Why?” 7, “ Reconstruction of Chris-
tianity.” Tea at 5.

South Shields (Captain Duncan's Navigation School, Market-
place): 7.30, A Reading.

Lecturers’ Engagements.

C. Cohen, 17 Osborne-road, High-road, Leyton.—March 12,
Liverpool ; 18, 19, and 20, Stanley; 26, Sheffield.

Arthur B. Moss, 44 Credon-road, S.E.—March 12, m., New-
ington Reform Club. April 23, e., Edmonton. May 7, a., Victoria
Park ; 14, a. and e., Brockwell Park ; 21, a., Victoria Park.

H. Percy Ward, 5 Alexandra-road, Edgbaston, Birmingham.
—NMarch 12, Chester; 26, Birmingham. April 16, Glasgow.

POSITIVISM.

“Reorganisation, without god or king, by the systematic
worship of Humanity."

Information and publications on the Religion of Humanity
may be obtained free from Mr. Malcolm Quin, Church of
Humanity, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

Only a Few Copies Left.

ORCE AND MATTER. By Ludwig Buchner. Reduced
to 2S. 6d. nett; by post 2s. iod.
London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.
NON-POISONOUS PAINTS.
Resist all Atmospheric Influences. Samples Free. J. Greevz

Fisher, 78 Chapel Allerton, Leeds ; or S. R. Thompson, 25 Chals-
worth-avenue, Walton, Liverpool.

ESSONS
Pupils.
moderate.

IN FRENCH.—Monsieur Jules Bailly desires
Easy plan and efficiency guaranteed. Terms very
Address, 32 Store-street, Bedford-square, W.C.
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PECULIAR PEOPLE

AN OPEN LETTER

MR. JUSTICE WILLS
ON HIS SENTENCING
Thomas George Senior

To Four Months' Imprisonment with Hard Lid°r

FOR OBEYING THE BIBLE.

G. W. FOOTE.

Issued by the Secular Society (Ltd.), 376-7 Strand, L°r£0

Price One Penny.
per hundrt®

Copies can be obtained for free distribution at 2s. ¥ Branc
Gratisjparcets_of _copies can_he _obhtained by N. S. "%
&c., by applying-to Miss Vance, Secretary, 376-7 Stranci,
W.C., or to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

THE BES'FBOOK

ON NEO-MALTPIUSIANISM 1S, | BELIEVE,
TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND PRACTI
OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.S.S.

160 pages, with portrait and autograph, bound in cloth, gﬂleﬂml
Price is., post free.

In order to bring the information within the reach of the jj2
most important parts of the book are issued in a pamphe ~ for
pages at one penny, post free 2d. Copies of the panlP
distribution is. a dozen post free. .
The National Reformer of September 4, 1892, sa"S”of
Holmes’' pamphlet......is an almost unexceptional stateme egls
Neo-Malthusian theory and practice......and throughou o
to moral feeling......The special value of Mr. Holmes s  jjy is
the Neo-Malthusian cause and to human well-being gen Of
just his combination in his pamphlet of a plain stateme accOuilt
physical and moral need for family limitation with a plalll ~ cotf
of the means by which it can be secured, and an offer to
cerned of the requisites at the lowest possible prices. [958
The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysda
Allbutt, and others, have also spoken of it in very high te otidell’
The trade supplied by R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street,
E.C. Other orders should be sent to the author,
J. R HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAGE, BE*

W J. Rendeli’s “Wife's Friend”

Recommended by Mrs. Besant in Law of Population, P’°32‘ algi
Dr. Allbutt in Wife's Handbook, p. 51. Made ONLY  ;yet'Ql
Chadwell-street, Clerkenwell; 2s. per doz., post free 1

in larger quantities). For particulars send stamped enve r

Important Caution,

Beware of useless imitations substituted by some etc"
chemists, the words “ Rendell & Co,” and “J . W. ,ubl'c’
being speciously and plausibly introduced to deceive the |

/C,

i

Look for Autograph Registered Trade MaRWNM

No. 182,688«

TNa~
In Red Ink on each box, without which none are «'

Higginson’s Syringe, with Vertical and Reverse Current» 3 go&
4s. 6d., and 5s. 3d. Dr. Palfrey's Powder, is. 2d. 2 ullj0z. *
pound, is. 2d. Dr. Allbutt’'s Quinine Powders, 3s. per
prices post free. . @

V/.J. RENDELL, 15 Chadwell-st., ClerkenweH-

O TANTON, the People’s Dentist, 335 Strand (opposite @L,ei’
O House).—TEETH on VULCANITE, 2s. 6d. each ; “Er pi-

lower set, £ 1. Best Quality, 4s. each; upper or Jterat'tly

Completed In four hours when required ; repairing or 3= fal
in two hours. If you pay more than the above, they ‘55"’
charges. Teeth on platinum, 7s. 6d. each ; cfn 18 ct. 8

stopping, 2s. 6d. ; extraction, is. ; painless by gas, 5s'
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Ingersoll’s Grand New Lecture

ON

SUPERSTITION,

Which is attracting immense audiences in America.

Forty-eight Pages.

Price Sixpence.

LONDON : R. FORDER,

person’s Newest Lecture.

v

the devil.

Full of Wit, Humor, Eloquence.

is E .
Hljgls ¢ Colonel Ingersoll replies to the preachers who

itttad_in./;ISed f*'s lecture on Superstition by saying he is

¢nMncin ‘| man of straw. It is one of his sharpest and most
'R efforts.

tap.
ge Pamphlet. Is. 3d., by post Is. 5d.
10Pies
>tlv "ow be ordered. The first supply expected
derivefrom America on March /8th.

°*H>n:
Natts & Co., 17, Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, E.C.

Meterialism versus  Theism,
_ Ki. Cohen and Dr. Keeling,

,Jrin thEIER0™> which has given rise to the recent dis-
wr? famed * eethinker between the above gentlemen, can
M>  n, 'fifid the end of March, by written application,
f'kifSer, ,ixPei'ce for postage (the only charge), to the

Street lessrs- Taylor and Francis, Red Lion-court,
.t_ ' London, EIC.

Ouf I'een prolonged because, owing to the book

0 print, there has been some delay in supplying

Price 3d., by post 4d.,

ar Almanack for 1899.

c. -fent s Edited by G. W. FOOTE.

?Itgt EooTB/!?adar for ,890.—The Future of Freethought. By
TCOeoy- the(’* “Vork Before Us. By Charles Watts.-
-if Cods. By C. Cohen.—A Freethinker's Pro-
h>'ee Ss_-Vh HODLD— The Hooligans of Superstition. By
""" “'on 1 uUr  Vnrealities of Superstition. By W. Heaford.
A Secular cClety> Limited.—Information Concerning the
ociety.—Freethought Lecturers.

1’ E. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

25 STONECUTTER-STREET, E.C.

Works by Colonel R. G. Ingersoll.

Some Mistakes of Moses.
The only complete edition in
England. Accurate as Co-
lenso, and fascinating as a
novel. 132 pp., is.j superior
paper, cloth, is. 6d.

Defence of Freethought.
A Five Hours’ Speech at the
Trial of C. B. Reynolds for
Blasphemy. 6d.

Shakespeare. 6d.

T he Gods. 6d.

The Holy Bible. 6d.

Reply to Gladstone. With
gdBiography byJ. M. Wheeler.

A Reply
4d.

Rome or Reason ?
to Cardinal Manning.

Crimes against Criminals.
3d.

Oration on Walt Whitman.
3d.

Oration on Voltaire. 3d.
Abraham Lincoln. 3d.
Paine the Pioneer. 2d.
Humanity's Debt to T homas
Paine. 2d.
Ernest Renan
Christ. 2d.
True Religion. 2d.
Three Philanthropists. 2d.
Love the Redeemer. 2d.

and Jesus

IS Suicide a Sin ? 2d.

Last Words on Suicide.
God and the State. 2d.
am |

2d.

W hy an Agnostic ?
Part I. 2d.

Why am | an Agnostic?
Part Il. 2d.

Faith and Fact. Reply to
Dr. Field. 2d.

God and Man. Second reply
to Dr. Field. 2d.

The Dying Creed. 2d.

The Limits of Toleration.
A Discussion with the Hon.
F. D. Coudert and Gov. S. L.
Woodford. 2d.

The Household of Faith.
2d.

Art and Morality. 2d.

Do | Braspheme ? 2d.
The Clergy and Common
Sense. 2d.

Social Salvation. 2d.
Marriage and Divorce. 2d.
Skulls. 2d.

The Great Mistake, id.
Live T opics, id.

Myth and Miracle, id.
Real Blasphemy, id.
Repairing the ldols, id.
Christ and Miracles, id.
Creeds and Spirituality, id.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Price 3d., by post 4d.,

The Secularists Catechism.

An Exposition ofSecular Principles, showing' their Relation to
the Political and Social Problems ofthe Day.

By CHARLES WATTS.

London : Charles Watts, 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, E.C.

Thwaites’ Household Doctor.
THE BEST BOOK

to have by you whenever you are not as well as you would like
to be. Within its pages you will find a Treatise on most Diseases,
and how to Cure them with Herbs, which are Nature’s Remedies.

Price Sixpence—Post Free.

G. THWAITES, 2 Church-row, Stockton-on-Tees.
List of Prices Free.
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NOW READY, STOUT PAPER COVERS, Is.; CLOTH, 2s.

THE BOOK OF GOD
N THE LIGHT OF THE HIGHER CRITICISM

With Special Reference to Dean Farrar’s New Apology.

By G. w. FOOTE.

Contents :— Introduction—The Bible Canon—The Bible and Science—Miracles and Witchcraft—The Bible and Fr 1
thought—Morals and Manners—Political and Social Progress—Inspiration—The Testimony of Jesus—The Bible and t
Church of England—An Oriental Book—Fictitious Supremacy.

SOME PRESS OPINIONS

" A volume we strongly recommend........ Ought to be in the hands of every earnest and sincere inquirer.”—Reynolds’ Nev!SpaP
If,
"Mr. Foote, the leader of English Secularism, takes the Dean’s eloquence to pieces, and grinds the fragments to P°'v. "~

occasionally, a seventeenth-century bluntness startles the reader of Mr. Foote’s criticisms, his style, as a wijiole, is characterl- ~
a masculine honesty and clearness that form a refreshing contrast to Dr. Farrar’s over-jewelled diction........ Mr. Foote’s treatm
the Dean is as skilful as it is emphatic.”—Ethical World.

o«
“ A style at once incisive, logical, and vivacious........ Keen analysis and sometimes cutting sarcasm......... More interesting than
novels.”—Literary Guide.
LONDON : R. FORDER, 28 STONECUTTER-STREET, E.C.
WINTER SALE.
Lot 1 Lot 2. Lot 3. Lot 4.
1 Suit Length. 1 Gent's Scarboro’ Mackin- . s s
1 Dress Length. tosh. Worth 35s. 3 Pairs of Trousers. Made 2 Very fine Dress f'L"j.lnr
1 Gent's Umbrella. 1 Lady's Paddock Mackin- to Measure.  Worth Serge, Cashmere, Alp;IC:I' [pilri
1 Lady’s Umbrella. tosh. Worth 21s. 12s. 6d. per pair. Figure Scotch Tweeds, 2i>,
1 Pair Curtains. Cloth ; any color;
1 Fur Necktie. State Lengths. All for 2is., carr. paid. carr. paid.
All for 21s., carr. paid. All for 21s.
Lots5 =~ READ THIS. 9. ghoed!
40 yds. of Remnants ] suitable A Parcel_ of Boots 0
for children’s dresses; all for 21s., X stands for Try and for Free Clothing" Tea: worth 30s.; any size or s 3
carr. paid. Shall we send you a free sample lot for 2is., carr. paid.
Recollect, when you've found it the best that could be,
That you had it from J. W. Gott.
Lot 6. It is sold at two shillings and fourpence a pound. Lot 10 wh
1 Very Fine Worsted or West 5 Itfttw_(lelnty-flve poyndls %’r?.u will ul?ef"tt' d d 11 yds. Finest Velvete® Jg. (d
; . ; ott will give you in clothing, well fitting and sound, lining t tch, f
g;ﬁh%ﬁgg SuitLength ; for 2is., A Costume or Suit as you choose. ZIP;.r’]gcacr)r.rT;)gi%. ora
Lot 7 Agents Wanted Everywhere, Lot I vetse
Blankets. SENE AT ONCE FOR CONDITIONS 6» TERMS. %E::{Eg;ge"‘g’e%'sﬁg_.
Quilt. 1 Beautiful Quilt. r bed°1"
Rugs. Mats. 1 White or Colored lau
Curtains. NEW SUMMER GOODS. 1b. Ilzlr?e Clothing lea'0.
i i All for 2is., carmM’”"»~ A
All for 2is., carr. paid. Patterns no7v ready, and will he sent to any address on
receipt of Post Card.
Lot s. Lot 12 "L,h35V
1 Man’s Overcoat. . . . 1 Ready-made SUit, ¥ pIAl
1 Small Boy's Overcoat. Jib. testing sample of Free Clothing Tea enclosed give chest and inside |,
For 2is., carr. paid. in each Winter Sale Parcel. sures ; for 21s., carr™J”A N

J W.GOTT, 2 & 4, Union Street, Bradford.

Printed and Published by G. W. Foote, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C.



