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The “ Freethinker” Poll.

by ac’ers are aware that the borough of West Mam,

thre f 1r tke Town Council, is to be polled on a

questlon (1) whether the Freethinker shall
r];lnue e placed on the table in the reading-root
on”™ r°e Library ; (2) whether it shall not be placed

togppi. able>Lut kept in reserve, and only handed over
Lwin Can*s>(3) whether it shall be excluded altogether.
wice rer>tembered that the Town Council itself has
shell ~ S°'vecl by a large majority, that the Freethinker
°f N ~reated like other publications. A few members
belOno. A Unc,l are Secularists. A good many more
We faio tte Labor party, and they are determined to
hne r and justice all round. Moreover, they
’\etha},Shrr]e'\/\’\ suspicion that the agitation against the

«ird iaw*s largely iuteuded as a measure of political
febyer  reaction ; just as religious bigotry was made
ev,, r SUc™ reaction in the attempt that was made

Rertinons. Charles Bradlaugh from the House of
The Tow

~solution Vn ~ounc*l delegated the carrying out of its
°dy bas the Free Libraries’ Committee, and that
IW 1~ IXecl Saturday, March 11, as the date of the
N eni no*”e* learnt the details of how it is to be
Wt 1 daresay | shall be able to publish them
alittle'’y, PlyhaPs * may say liere>>n passing, that 1

N dnys  udieapped by having arranged to spend
"Kch *lle seaside, in the interest ot my health,
fi]gn I?]Sav’\’\']l’\ sornewhat affected by the heavy
t|"’as notVe Undergone during the last nine months.
exactly in, but | was very weary ; my
d| aplea<aS 'niPaired, and work was an effort rather
._thC s*8hN  ~Nortunately, the change and fresh air,
1 SRately an<" sayor of the sea, which 1| love so
tone' &re raPIldly restoring my bodily and

IeUntof  atlc* 1 feel 1 shall be able to give a good
1‘a’$v, yselfwhen I go down to West Ham.
hiWess ance

Is throwing herself energetically into this
M{gﬁm 80% kas v'sited West Ham several times,
okl éTends,” Usel made arrangements with the

a h .~orng difficulty has been experienced in
»i,f /ctive a Public meeting. The bigots are
of Oinfile Very bitter, and have brought the most

C Kic *° bear upon the lessees and proprietors
Qo tfrd To; ,n*- We have, however, secured the
ThOFC**°r Terr or Wednesday evening, March 8.
eJmre, Godb take Ne chair, and Councillors
Pai™6 | shaii® C¢' * utLer>and others, will speak. Of
o N the address the meeting myself. We have
It™ible fOrn the hall, and | have made myself
a”™ Leafre ecuate and even generous advertising.

in theal open public meeting-, with no piety

rerds ty.fi s~ape of acollection, 6til, 1 hope the

9ja°tbe mOr, See tkat t'lc bigots don’t spoil it. |
re Precise ; they will know what 1 mean.

Sunday, March 5, 1899.

Price Twopence.

The resolution to be proposed at this meeting is, of
course, not of a Freethought character. It is one that
even a Christian, who is honest and fair-minded, might
cheerfully support. It is simply a protest against
religious intolerance, and a call upon the people of West
Ham to show justice to every form of opinion. That the
Freethinker is mentioned in it is only an incident of the
struggle.

This public meeting will not be sufficient in itself,
for two or three thousand people arc only a fraction of
the inhabitants of that vast and populous district. |
have written a careful manifesto, setting forth the facts
of the case and the real principle at issue. Twenty
thousand copies of it are printing, and will be ready for
distribution in a day or two (I am writing on Tuesday).
The local friends do not see how they can arrange for
a house-to-house delivery, although it is eminently
desirable. To send them through the post, in sealed
envelopes, would involve a heavier expenditure than |
am able to face at present. But all that can shall be
done, up to the limit of my means.

| hear that the enemy, whose name is legion, is already
active in this direction. Heaven and earth, and the
other place too, are being moved to overwhelm my
paper. Miss Vance informs me that the Christian
Evidence fellows arc circulating a scurrilous leaflet.
She does not state its precise character, but we all know
the acrid abuse and reckless personalities in which these
fellows habitually indulge, and they would hardly be re-
strained by any scruples on such a fine occasion as this.
A correspondent tells me that he attended a meeting on
Sunday, and heard an address from a Rev. Mr. Mackay
—who is perhaps the minister of the meek and lowly
Jesus who has figured in the correspondence on the
Freethinker in the West Ham journals. 1his person
declared that the word morality had no meaning to
me, that | had committed all the crimes in the calendar,
that | had deserted my wife and was now living with
another woman. | showed this letter to my wife, who
said she would like to see that same Rev. Mr. Mackay,
just for a few minutes. My correspondent asks me
whether | would debate with this man of God. |
answer, No. One doesn’t debate with scoundrels. |
would rather give him a thrashing. To prosecute him
would only be to rally his charitable co-religionists to
his support. Besides, he might crawl out of it, swear
he never said anything of the kind, and bring twenty
other Christians to swear to the same falsehood.

In conclusion, for the present, | thank the friends who
have so promptly sent me pecuniary assistance. What
I have received and acknowledged will not nearly suffice
to meet the absolutely inevitable expenses of my side in
this battle. | therefore ask for further help, and have
no doubt it will be forthcoming. It is not exclusively
my battle that | am fighting. Thc blows aimed at me,
and at the Freethinker, are really intended to damage
the Freethought party. | am not so egotistical as to

believe otherwise; and | say that all Freethinkers,
whether they know it or not, arc involved in this
struggle. G. W. Foote.
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The Goodness of Man.

Human nature has for centuries been libelled and
grossly misrepresented. The wickedness ot man has
been so much preached about in the various Churches
that it seldom occurs to the orthodox Christian to ques-
tion its truth. There was the ancient cynic who hardly
ever had a good word to offer to humanity, who was
displeased with all the world, and who was not on good
terms with himself too frequently. Then there is the
disappointed philanthropist who, failing in his Utopian
schemes, is ever more prone to accuse the selfishness
and wickedness of mankind than to mistrust his own in-
fallibility. He believes himself a martyr when, to un-
clouded eyes, he appears only as a blunderer. We have
the priest also, who is ever traducing human nature.
The belief that man is by nature bad is necessary to the
success of the priest’s profession, for his avowed mission
is to save mankind, which he can never do unless it be
first shown that the human race is lost. It must be
admitted that man is bad before he can be made good.

Unfortunately, the priest has not been so successful at
his business as could be wished. Like his master, he
has done but little for the promotion of human good-
ness. Christ, we are told, came to take away the sins
of the world ; but he did nothing of the kind, for the
world is still crowded with sinners. He entirely failed
to accomplish his alleged object, and, in consequence, an
army of clergymen had to be organised to endeavor to
make up for his shortcomings. The failure of Christ
was a windfall for the Church. Had he succeeded in
ridding the world of sin, the priests of all denominations
would have had to seek other employment, which no
doubt would have been an advantage to society in
general. It is worthy of note that, according to their
own account, the clergy have done no better than Christ,
for they urge now, after nearly two thousand years’ labor,
that the bad in man predominates over the good, that
by nature he is so corrupt that they can do but little with
him. It is evident, therefore, that either the workmen
are not proficient in their business, or that the materials
with which theyrwork are defective. Perhaps the truth is
that both— the workmen and the materials—are not up
to the required standard.  Still, that is no justification
for condemning man as being naturally' bad.

While many men are unquestionably viciously dis-
posed, there «are many others who are virtuously
inclined. The priest may point to history for a record
of the evil passions of men, he may refer to the reports
of our law courts, and to the existence of our numerous
prisons, erected to punish man for his misdeeds. There
is, however, another side to the picture. We have every
day noble and convincing proofs of the goodness of
human nature. Even in large cities, where so much vice
abounds, virtue and benevolence are to be found in a
marvellous degree. What are our asylums and our
various charitable institutions but so many means to
alleviate the sufferings, to soothe the pain, and thereby
to better the condition of mankind. By what are these
institutions sustained ? By the goodness of human
nature, which would be impossible were we, as priests
assert, inherently' wicked. Who can witness the distress
often visible in our streets without feeling those pangs
of the human heart which forcibly remind us that there is
something good in humanity, that had we the power we
would institute an order of things in which poverty, and
all the misery arising therefrom, should be unknown ?
How many persons are daily engaged in visiting the
sick, in feeding the hungry, and in clothing the naked,
administering deeds of mercy, combined with words of
love

Further, what pleasure, what intrinsic happiness, it is
to a man to know that he has done a good deed, and
promoted the happiness of others. Such joy certainly
does not arise from the wickedness of his nature. Is
that man bad who is striving for political progress ; who
has the sagacity to see where the imperfections of our
constitution are, and the ability to remove them ; who
disdains to swim with the tide of fortune and worldly
ease regardless of his fellow man, but who incurs perse-
cution, anxiety, and pecuniary loss in order to remove
abuses, and to make his country secure and great, in
the possession of a happy and well-cared-for people ?
Is wickedness shown in female loveliness when it fore-
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goes the pleasures of cultivated society and the ease O
luxury to enter some abode of misery, often in a dir)»
unhealthy alley, to relieve the sufferings of a distress
sister, and, by kind words and generous deeds, to indu
her to retrieve in the future the vice and follies ot
pastr ) swo
Even in the lowest haunts of vice, among those
have been trained without reference to morality’g
virtue, whose lives have been one long uninterrup
course of vice—even among such persons we hntl
proof that human nature is as bad as theologl
allege. The respect uniformly shown to those '
visit them, with a view to reclaim them, testifies
their nature is not wholly bad, but that reformatia™
possible, and that virtue is looked upon by the 0.
fallen as superior to vice. In fact, they are ever &~
to accept the advice of Shakespeare—“to assu™J. 9
virtue if you have it not.” Why do they do * y
Simply because, in spite of their bad training ano
surroundings, the goodness of their nature PrO &
them in the right direction. Let anyone who bel @
that man is by his nature bad reduce the theoO”™g

practice. Let him select for our admiration n
tyrant of the past—one who has suppressed 6]
of speech, who has recognised none of the rig ~
men, whose only aim was personal power an'
vidual aggrandisement, and we should see ho" (f
admirers such a man would get. Let him, 1,
contrary, select a Wilberforce, a Clarkson, a  Adi®
a Shakespeare, a Milton, or a Burns, then he (6]

find a spontaneous, almost universal, respoi
admiration for those who exhibited that good'le &
human nature which is inherent in us all.
truth and goodness, hence he is ever striving i°r jreb
It is owing to the love of truth, and to the gOO™ 4l
of human nature, that the nineteenth century (6
much better than the twelfth. It was the
truth that actuated Luther to do battle with ~olrd
Catholicism, and to break the fetters which
men’s minds, rendering civilisation difficult aim ei
happiness impossible, and which inaugurated '/jjji
that Luther himself could not foresee, but fo
mankind are now grateful. _ -jfes®
In modern times the humanitarian spirit is 11 ~
ing ltself in every direction:In-the.destre 10 tftd
prisoners with proper kindness, to temperjljgmiﬁ&
merngy, in the condeymmation eif cruekty in all its\ix @i
in treating the lower animals in a humane m»" O(t¥
in the anxiety shown to provide for the comfor * ~ te
poor—in all these instances we see the impu’s
goodness of man’s nature. It is true that J
exclaimed, “ The heart is deceitful above all tni ~
desperately wicked but this gloomy estimate”™.” jlie
was the result of the depressing conditions in ". tofo
prophet was placed. He was an ardent patf c("
ruined country, the disappointed philanthrop?™ eQai®
age, and the earnest exhorter of a degenera I
It was therefore but natural that his expcrl
well as his impatience, should cause him ur@ii™N,
man as he did. Solomon is another instance n o
by the Bible where the better part of our.s\ons
overcome through yielding to the lowest paSj j
misspent life. Here we have a man portray,e. P
choice passed his career in vice among the '1
in selfishness among the selfish, giving us a
as the fruits of wise experience and careful o Silljs>pei)|
the dregs of bitterness which flow from a ~0$%,\
existence. Such a man once occupied the K.
Israel. He was born with a great intelleo
to a mighty kingdom. His life was sperjicefl™r
tatious pulflic extravagance, and in the private “tot .
ness of an oriental harem. He left to his Sgiy tb
mg' throne, to posterity the—metancholy doé%wupﬁ
human existence all is vanity and vexation 0 ™~ U
Lhis is just as fair as if one who had sR®e|l <
among thieves and their com@anions shorn meP
the result, that there is neither honesty ,a rt- (,,

chastity in woman. Still, with all his AVAS
there was some good even in Solomons "' gilt “W
however he lived, he left in his parting u* .
fruitful lessons of wisdom. No man ever Lf
or more truly of the weariness and misery ' puFI

a life devoted solely and selfishly to the jt

pleasure. .
That bad characters have existed a'll
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tg?t;,’\ "Ret'le Bible and general experience amply
et 7, oUt this fact, painfill as it is, d6es not proXe
fee  are.neMuiidlily vicious, Man is firequendly wimai

as the result of circumstances which affected Inm
chi, Prior tO his birth and during the formation of his
hor aCfer' Is my firm conviction that if a child is
if ifle Parents who are physically and morally health),

Is taught from the morning of its life, by precept
ad XarPiei the great principles of truth, love, kindness,
Gni'Onor>in after years such a character will excel in
andaneSS- At ‘'east, this is the teaching of Secularism,
pAJy would do well to put it into practice as much as
P ssibe. H Charles W atts.

~constructing Christianity.

anof J'ent ritualistic agitation has been productive of
~mp. \yP?c’ed or unnatural result in the Christian

'S utmost °ne c'ass °fi believers has been doin
revive interest in the old formulas an
55¢*1¢ » 1M defiance of the modern mind, another

live-'t can StyOn”y urging that, if Christianity is to
sgar|Onial ?n” be rescued from the dry rot of senseless

‘utheijJ  f °verhauling the creeds and revising them
ments. . °' aineteenth-century knowledge and require-
tcarCy’ anxiety to revise the Christian creeds

1 . Christ"Ill UnP'easant sight. It is a tacit admission
bch ue lanity is altogether unfitted for the times in
Aoryv)anfi'lve  Ififiitifon i§ the sineerest form of

egaged i ¢ When we find prominent Christian preachers

Wto (jate 10 ridiculoustask of bringing God Almighty

0 the JHr.anfi impressing upon their followers views

rip‘can~ G ldpe world, and man, which theye were

fF%jerj!!";aMrddfﬁeoilrjgg? i%io)}?g?u Iye]\; «gl‘ru dgmg admiration
e ) ne wy
tgml‘?%ém%rr]\%\fr_a?éd truth by convicted er. CAM@
Z yfurther assume that, when Christians havec®

C re P°ut of discarding all that has been discar

tionJ,.l l‘ast twenty-five years, j; is only a ques-

We -”\ﬂblgsoercmg:n tOlsurrender their remaining beliefs,

l:%a few ears party are only anticipating history

\dia;-“jsts)(Nmu ~here we are to-day the advanced
be*tI°nists ar be to'morrow ; and where the advanced
B %?‘X afte to'rnorr°w the mass of the people will

trens'intitid®.u8h it is

toh deas d always a pleasing sight to see
] ) roade no matter the pressure needed
Hiwt.  Elitfies ™ >YEE ¥ MUSE DOt DR overlooked that,

tp°”; Or non ns °.f the type of Dr- Clifford or Dr.
;%‘i}&@u{ Riflgrs «ke thg Christian World, may
tbev. "\Ink Christianity into line with modern
"hi.sn0  The eitler “9 so, nor do they really aim at
ddmrh r “le miidlOSt “aring of them do little more than
cont(PnP'aces ; °r ,POrt'on of doctrines that have been
tem? 'an: - UL the Freethought world for °"-1 a
<Wi% 1 |en only because outside pressure compe .
>ti@_Uritie0-  Just a5 jt took the Roman Catholic
re < ;r°undthe-2 to formally recognise the earth’s
!sitj rUction of v’ s.° with other religious bodies a
itow, d’'O-ight n e .ep's never even attempted so leng
shiS6’talion°~b'c>bly methods ¥ suppression or

. ...0 atakc the old forms serve. The

»0,! r>tchk5ylt+l12_rl1 & ns tbvot'ffh the process of change
n -=ien lldert un1® vonJdau Church because they are
> rtu > rtuni t!\P ubbc opinion. The Protestants
Cc. -, «rere — tsugious worid, and, like aH
tu°n threats adT to embrace any teaching when
k > Ufgleadvini ‘oss— "WUMbNVbr profit.  ft
~ old funCed bought of the Christian world
ai«EOiﬁFrkat are °f the Freethought world.

of pilAtednf "tevathro InmonP,aces lo every student of
ae/nfu n ¢ i by on't nolv being |%)resented, n an
/I ( sPecnhi{,.0PP°rtunist preachers with an air
Am «°f aBradu'°?’ ar,d as though the courage of
v 't 't Possibidd were needed for their utterance.
toc RIJV huristianhtO re~ard these attempts at recon-
°nest Way S .beinff> in the main, honest,
5 &S, ? what tj to interpret any creed or book is
'tvO’\’jar>d> h4My autbors meant their readers to
r°'v't ove,. settled the meaninig, to either

°ard »altogether. But this
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the last thing any of these people dream of doing. Not
one of the Church of England clergy who have been
charged with breaking their ordination vows have ever
looked at the question in this light. All they have
asked themselves is: “ Can |, by any subtlety ot
language, interpret the articles and constitution of the
Church in such a manner as to cover my actions ?” And
those outside the Church act on precisely the same
principle. In all the attempts that have been made by
men like Dean Farrar or Mr. Gladstone to harmonise
religion and science, the question of whether the
Biblical writers, who were so obviously steeped in
miracle and supernaturalism, could honestly be regarded
as teachers of evolution has never been faced. Their
sole concern has been to prove that the reading is suffi-
ciently vague to admit of a particular interpretation, and
an indefiniteness of statement has been made the sole
grounds upon which to ascribe a definiteness of beliet.
It is thus that days have been made to mean periods ot
time answering to geologic epochs, a flood that covered
“all the high hills under heaven ” a partial inundation;
and when one notes the manner in which these and
kindred statements have been *“ harmonised ” with
science, it is impossible not to believe that, had “ Little
Jack Horner” been found within the covers of the Bible,
the same gentleman would have been as ready to demon-
strate that Jack symbolised the human soul, retiring into
solitude to meditate on the mysteries of its own exist-
ence, and extracting plums of wisdom as the result ot
its self-examination, as they have been to fix any inter-
pretation on the Bible story that would go down with a
credulous public.

There is one other point always worth bearing in
mind. Why is it necessary to so reconstitute the Chris-
tian creed that it shall harmonise with modern thought ?
If we already know what is accurate in science or
sociology, why waste time in getting exactly the same
things served up again in the shape of religious
formulas ? The only solid reason for retaining a
religion, or for revising a religion, is that it teaches
something that science does not teach, or that the super-
natural is necessary for the right conduct of life. Butin
revising religious beliefs with the avowed intention ot
making them square with scientific knowledge the super-
natural is obviously discarded, while the only function
left to religion is that of repeating, or of crying ditto to,
all that science affirms to be true ; and if this is so, then
there is really no reason why religion should exist at all.
To justify its existence Christianity should lead, not
follow ; control the councils of scientific men, not simply
record their decisions ; point out the road to further
developments of thought, instead of simply echoing
truths that we already know ; and even then only recog-
nising their existences when they have become the
stalest of commonplaces to all students of advanced
thought.

Nor can it be urged that a revision of Christian
doctrines is necessary, lest we should lose whatever good
ethical teaching they contain. No one whose opinion
is worth quoting, even in the Christian world, would
argue that the moral precepts hitherto associated with
Christianity arc in any sense its peculiar property.
W hatever value these possess is derived from their purely
human origin and applicability, and, therefore, any
disturbing of their supernatural covering would leave
them just where they were. So that ultimately we come
to this conclusion : the only reason why it is necessary
to reconstitute Christianity is that the interests of a
special order, the clergy, may be maintained. They are
the only ones who are vitally interested in people “ re-
interpreting ” the Christian faith in terms of modern
science. The laymen who agitate to the same end
are, when honest, simply pulling the chestnuts out of
the fire for the benefit of their “ spiritual ” advisers.

“It is in the interests of all Christian bodies,” s.nid a
leading religious journal in a recent issue, “ that we urge
a reconstruction of our religious creeds and formularies.
Let us be quite clear that, if we fail to impart more
enlightened views of the Christian faith to those who
look to us for spiritual guidance, others will carry
out the work we have left undone, and with deplorable
results. It is only by adapting our faith to some of the
requirements of modern criticism that we can save the
rising generation from the clutches of secular speakers,
or from rejecting all religion, natural and revealed.”
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There in a nutshell is the whole reason for the revision of
Christianity. It is not that there is any desire to get
at the truth on these matters. Not a bit of it. The
only desire is to prevent the rising generation falling
into the * clutches of secular speakers,” and, as it is
tolerably certain that the people of the next generation
will grow up in a more scientific atmosphere than has
been the case with the present one, it will be safer for the
information to come through the churches than through
avowedly non-Christian channels. *“ Gentlemen,” says
the advanced (?) preacher, in effect, “ science is abroad,
criticism is active. We have tried to crush the enemy,
and it has failed ; we have tried ignoring the enemy, and
that has failed likewise. Let us, then, take the bull by
the horns, pose as impartial and scientific inquirers after
truth, and announce from our pulpits just as little of
the advanced thought of the day as will serve to stop
awkward developments, and prevent us losing our hold
on the people altogether.” It is asimple case of dishing
the Whigs. It is the game that Conservatism has
always played : resist a reform as long as you can, and
when it can no longer be resisted see that it is brought
about with as little injury to yourself as is possible.

And the best of it, or the worst of it, is that all these
efforts of the Churches are in vain. At most their
tactics can only postpone the day of their downfall ; they
cannot give them immortality. For the penalty that
the Churches pay for their life is that of being always in
the rear of the best thought and the highest life of a
nation. For a time people may be deceived, but year
by year a larger number awaken to the hollowness of
their pretences and the uselessness of their existence.
Founded as it is on the past, and seeking as it must to
perpetuate its customs, Christianity only advances when
it has to choose between that and dissolution. And by
the time that it is decided to adapt the ancient faith
“to some of the requirements of modern criticism,” the
age has swept on, leaving it still behind.

And so it must always be. The best creed that man
may frame becomes antiquated in the light of later
knowledge, retrogressive in the face of new needs. It
is by a mixed process of selection, modification, and
rejection that civilisation advances ; by outgrowing the
wisdom of his predecessors, exposing their errors, and
expanding their truths, that man rises to a fuller and
more complete life. It is thus that all compromises, all
“ adaptations,” are for a time only ; and one may as well
seek to bridle the earth in its orbit, or chain the wind in
its sweep, as seek to prevent the destruction of existing
supernaturalism by grudging concessions to a movement
that has successfully resisted all attempts at suppression.

C. Cohen.

Sermons.

It was officially announced a few days ago in Russia
that in future the clergy will be permitted to preach
to their congregations. The latter will probably receive
the news with mixed feelings. Hitherto they have
enjoyed an immunity from pulpit orator}- The voice of
the preacher has not been heard in the public worship of
the orthodox subjects of the Czar. The congregations
have lived without it for a long time past. They were
probably prepared to suffer the deprivation still longer.
It does not seem likely that the change originated with
them. If it has, they must be of a different stamp
to numbers of their fellow-creatures in the United
Kingdom.

Here, in this happy Christian land, there are many
congregations who would be anything but displeased
with the freedom the Russian Churches are about to
resign. They would even snap at it if they had the
chance, despite all the dreadful consequences that would
be sure to be predicted. They might not, it is true,
indulge in loud jubilation over the change. Doubtless
their satisfaction would be expressed in the calm and
decorous fashion for which, as a nation, we are conti-
nentally famed. There would even be conventional
regrets. Such is our hypocrisy. But think of the deep,
suffusing, inward, hidden joy.

Human nature, and particularly that which we find in
Churches, is pretty much the same the wide world over.
We are fain to believe that members of the Russian
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Churches are not so very dissimilar in their tas
multitudes of ordinary English Christians. R §
Would it savor of irreverence or unjust suspi U ~
we were to timidly suggest that the initiative
matter has been taken by the priests ? ,
As mouthpieces of the Deity they have PrO
chafed more or less secretly for a long time past 1L

the hitherto existing restriction. They have_re ,[e
against the indignity which has limited their
utterances to mere stereotyped, ceremonial htu b

Perhaps they have heard of Dean Farrar, or O pe
deceased Spurgeon, or of the Yankee Boanerges*(
Witt Talmage, or— no, we do not, cannot supp°se
they have ever heard of Hugh Price Hughes. e

Anyway, it is not too much to believe that they 7§
been bursting to hold forth like the priests of the y
tian Churches of this country and elsewhere. n
have longed, we may be sure, with a terrible **n®f«d
to pose in the pulpit— that exalted rostrum surrey
by an atmosphere of sanctity and authority,
absolute security from dissent. The desired cone -~
has been granted ; but, alas for their hope*
accompanied by conditions that take all the gilt 'd*
ginger-bread. It is ordered that the priests 'VI\ g&
disposed to avail themselves of the new license
submit a written copy of their sermons to their
superiors, or to the press censors !

This severe supervision of the pulpit may be
more by political than theological motives =~ BUt, o
ever the cause, the priests are hardly the persons *™ uy
to complain. In the ordinary way they would ]G
in the pulpit, like our own English clerics, a pO®. tfft
practical irresponsibility and unassailability. _ g™T
would be required of them would be an abstention “gr
preaching anything contrary to the doctrines O Ut
Church. That, strange as it may seem, is a 33
task to many of our own clergy. Possibly it
otherwise in Russia. They would .
course, to make railing and unjust accusatioP™y
English preachers do, against exponents of °ther 'Aj
— against Freethinkers and heretics, or any ope yet
happened to fall under their sovereign displeasure-
no man-might-sjiy them-npy. ~ ~ A risti

And here we arrive at the distinctive charactc
these pulpit orators, and one which has a most imP~ 2
bearing on the point under consideration. The n%gllg
these preachers to free speech would be indispul .
it were not for one little fact— namely, that free -1
is exactly the thing that they would be most disp®
refuse to others

as<
Take the clerics of our own country. They pulp*
every Sunday their Coward’s Castle, yclept t_Qe o
itnm

where by law they are preserved from
criticism, correction, or opposition. Rise at thee>
a sermon in church and interrogate the preacher "y
mildest, blandest, most insinuating tones. * jll
liable to be immediately marched off in custo ™ t(c
prosecuted for “brawling.” The ¢esc Majesty Cf
church-pulpit is not less perilous than that of * ro»t
peror William.  Clerics who fence themselves
with these spikes may not talk of free speech, [t
claim to its rights and privileges. They place the -/"ul
on a different platform altogether, and cann
reason complain if they are dealt with according')’ jo&
It is not simply in their own conventicles 11 &
stifle discussion and would punish opponents.
outside, and, with matchless impudence, try to gag|Si?
critics even in the free and open air. They avoir s(d
sion in their own churches and chapels, and woll r
it by mean and underhanded tricks in the P1 all
assembly that other people have hired and pairl L
where they haven't the slightest right to interfel™,
How can we— lovers of free speech and fair P¥*
we always hope to be—sympathise with these 4)1
clerics?  How can we join them in any objectslj ®
decree that they must write out their sermons % WtV
mit them to their religious superiors or to the
censors before delivery ? 'So Tar from com»1™ Y’
with them in their misfortune, most FreethinkeJati
probably be inclined to rejoice at the official re? Of "\
If preachers will not tolerate criticism at the end
discourses, it is just as well that they should ha'
sort of censorship before they begin to preach-
I1 secular affairs it is usually a recognised P
of a meeting to be able to move an amendment '

NIAK
1'h
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Unteci@l1l ?]10rc or *ess favorable on what has been pre-
lledire>1 Is ‘be invariable rule at Freethought

Wﬁd lectures. In this, if the clergy are to be
I ' nere must be adisplay of exceptional courage.
Retend®dS° easi*y refuted and put to shame, as they
dethbv °et nob'°°k as we were rushing to certain
gec h Slc™ Invitations made in the interests of tree
likewiscand °l?en discussion ? The clergy dare not do
Uderta{-n° tw*t”\standing all their vaporings and valiant
sinsl UNS to defend the faith once delivered to the

@¥idi’n We come to money matters -and that is where
hvO lans are always to be nailed down as unblushing
doVefil« and the real * infidels ” to their faith—what
ren rIndJ A Christian shareholder goes to an “ ordi-
investe mee'inti ” of the company in which he has
listers  bls m°ney. He has had his printed report, and he
Ot,le speech of the chairman of the directorate.

ceede] '3 le ~airman, without inviting comment, pro-
Oristia © N"U* tbe v°te of adoption. What would the
Anient'l s'lareholder do? He would rise up in a
"arant-k? b's hindlegs to protest against any such un-
r‘c%)edo?e Procgdure. Whether he had any fault to

"ith 'VIth the report or speech, he would be angry
ter>he ultemPt to sfifle discussion.  On Sunday, how-
Partir-i ets the parson or the pastor go on, pays no
1 right , ttenilOn to what he says, supposes it is
and either goes to sleep or leisurely thinks

"it |M ariety of things— perhaps fiow he can best out-
ing tnt ensuing week some other Christian who is

SoROS AT i
much to be feared that many brilliant— or
dl ti'aplmﬁqendedgw be [bfilliatt—gwihpit discourses lose
nt\and fall upon very dull ears. Do they
"euld nanythlng better ? Very rarely indeed. One
Win ,'v'Hingly dlsparage the efforts of any body of
>ed 10 by feEF tralning and avocation, maybe pre-
ard SI,, ~*be possessors of intellectual attainments
Uaay\@ powers. Why do they so egregiously
Ay - aus eir preachments are based upen a
F%ﬁs%nfail ! ?: oW mockery, and because they lack

ting CoeVen *o 'nPuse a semblance of life into the
Iriotherr’\eO’\theology which they drag with them

Yoy
Uy rigij Iese disc°urses would be discreditable to
Wiere»>*“gfenee of a school girl ; they are*so fa

ad fUe °f the world and the ways o -uadishlv

KoveTht MR P IWhET WRYh45Ber 18 BE 68"
< dvel. one is amazed at their .llogieality. Why
H , men waste their own time and other P P e
# mrdonable drivel? The best specimens arc
ntlm?\ InOst popular preachers are successful only
f] /iru* u'lL ancl seem never to aim at more than
WOonss y loose rhetoric at the most confident con-
dr iHthe  USe a Pbrase °f Mrs- Humphry Ward’s,
u"Plain a m°.dern pulpiteer entertains, like a certain
oharo,, SCribed by Sir Walter Scott, “ rather more
of tjerg.°nabio idea of the respect due to him.” We
¢NUrch a mOs”™ jmPeMd to wish, in the interest
cC ,Ss , ax” chapel-going flocks, that English
hM & Which under some such regulation
0. fure men of God in Russia. _If they
fhsinious SuPTNBIE sermonis carafutty writtenevitke their
10 ' Sun FeXilis;” some amusingeonseguenceswould
alC/Nshor gf £ tllat dreadful Old Dear, the present
honPotion of S~hterbury, had to go through them, or
wvho wofn ?m ! There would be many congrega-
v°I>d have to go home sermonless to dinner
likely enough, they wouldn’t com-
Francis Neale.

Truth Apout the Bible.
‘t“ﬂe'”\ ~burches that exist for the purpose of
N pclerical e Bible as a divine gavelations; destr%/
SR >S t”,CorPorations that live and—operate upo

riv-ile,,? a'vay> at least, the public revenues and
ﬂh “‘effes they enjoy ; deprive them of the patro-

r3 §er|®lee»slature and the government j remove them
fr m the public schoqls, where they are

>|etde ragg °f tbe principles of civil and religious
e children no longer be suborned in fav,or

of the supernatural claims of this book before they are
able to judge for themselves ; let the Bible take its own
chance with the rest of the world’s literature; and then,
and not till then, can its natural supremacy be established.
But the clergy know that such an experiment would be
absolutely fatal to their pretensions. They dare not
accept a fair field and no favor. They know in their

heart of hearts that they are serving a lie. Their dis-
honesty is apparent at every turn. Dr. Farrar calls
upon England to “ cling to her open Bible.” Well, the

Peculiar People do so. They read the open Bible, they
follow its teaching as closely as possible, they obey the
commandments of Jesus Christ. And what is the
result? They are cast into prison like felons. One of
them is suffering that pain and indignity at the present
moment. A good husband, a good father, a good
neighbor, a good citizen, he has committed the crime ot
practically believing what Dr. Farrar and the rest of the
clergy facetiously preach— namely, that the Bible is the
Book of God, and the divine rule of faith and conduct.
For this crime he is imprisoned under the verdict of a
Christian jury and the sentence of a Christian judge ;
and not a singly Christian minister raises his voice
against this infamous spectacle. Christianity is now
only an organised hypocrisy. It subsists upon an
inherited fund of power, wealth, and reputation. Even
the clergy have no vital belief in the inspiration of the
Bible. It is merely the charter under which they trade.
It is a source of oracular texts for their ambiguous
sermons. It is lauded and adored, and neglected and
defied. To bring it into disbelief and contempt by argu-
ment and ridicule is a misdemeanor ; to bring it into
disbelief and contempt by acting upon it is a felony.
The only safe course is that adopted by the clergy, who
neither believe it nor disbelieve it, but use it as it serves
their occasions ; and as long as it answers their ends it
will remain the Book of God.

Let us not be misunderstood. We are far from
desiring to engage in a crusade against the Bible as a
collection of ancient literature. We are neither called
upon nor disposed to deny its real merits, however they
are exaggerated in religious circles. It undoubtedly
contains some fine poetry, occasional pathos, and more
frequent sublimity. Its style has nearly always the
charm of simplicity. All this may be allowed without
playing into the hands of the supernaturalists. Further
than this we need not go. In our opinion, it is absurd
to place the Bible at the top of human compositions.
More than sixty writers are alleged to have contributed
to its production, but the whole mass of them do not
rival the magnificent and fecund genius of Shakespeare.
Above all, they have no wit or humor, in which Shake-
speare abounds ; and wit and humor belong to the
higher development of intellect and emotion. No, the
Bible is not the unapproachable masterpiece which it is
declared to be by its fanatical devotees. But whatever
its intrinsic merits may prove to be, in the light of long
and free appreciation, the Bible cannot be accepted as a
revelation from God without wilful self-delusion on the
part of educated men and women. |If God had a
message for his children, he would at least make it
clear ; but this revelation needs another revelation to
explain it, and creeds and commentaries are the symbols
of its obscurity. God’s message would tell us what we
could not otherwise learn, but there is no such informa-
tion in the Bible. God would apprise us of what he
especially desired us to remember, and would not mix
it confusedly with a tremendous mass of alien matter.
God would not puzzle us ; he would enlighten us. He
would make his communication so clear that a way-
faring man, though a fool, could understand it; whereas,
if the Bible be his communication, no wayfaring man,

unless he is a fool, pretends to understand it. God
would not clog his message with myths, legends,
mysteries, absurdities, falsehoods, and filth ; and leave

us to extricate it with endless labor and perpetual un-
certainty. The so-called Higher Criticism is therefore
as absurd as the old Orthodoxy in calling the Bible a
work of inspiration. Its exponents affirm that God has
left us to our own knowledge and reason in regard to
every other subject but religion and morality. They
are Evolutionists in part. But the principle of Evolu-
tion must be applied over the whole field. Everything
is natural, and happens under the universal law of causa-
tion. There are no miracles, and there never were any
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except in ignorant imaginations. But the death of
miracles is the death of inspiration. The triumph of
science involves the ruin of every supernatural system.
Revelation is necessarily miraculous, and when the
belief in miracles expires the death-knell rings for every
Book of God. We are then left to the discipline of
culture. And what is culture ? Itis steeping our minds
in the wisest and loveliest thoughts of all the ages. And
each of us may thus make his own Bible for himself—a
true Bible of Humanity.
— From “ The Book of God,” by G. W. Foote.

Acid Drops.

President Loubet’s term of office opens well. His message
to the Parliament puts the Army in its proper place, as the
arm, and not the head, of the nation. Moreover, the attack
has already begun ugon the conspirators against the Republic.
These gentlemen, who have for some time been accustomod
to have pretty much their own way, are naturally aghast at
being made to act on the defensive. All that is now wanted
is the decision of the Court of Cassation on the Dreyfus case.
President Loubet will see that its decision is respected.
Altogether, the prospect is far more cheerful since the death
of President Faure, who was an obstacle to the triumph of
truth and justice in France. _

The prophets of evil were mistaken. President Faure’s
funeral passed off without the slightest unpleasantness.
President Loubet was not assassinated, the judges of the
Court of Cassation were not mobbed, and the Paris multitude
did not shout for any of the gentlemen outside France who
want to see the throne re-established—for themselves. Nothing
particular happened, except that the Poet-Deputy Deroulede
and a few others made fools of themselves. After all, it is
well that they did so ; for the more fantastic is their imbecility,
the more surely and swiftly will honest and sensible French-
men see through the pretensions of the reactionary League
of Patriots.

Aguinaldo, the Philipine leader, is reported to be some-
thing of a Freethinker. At any rate, he isa mortal hater of
priests. It is said that he was severely beaten when a lad
for refusing to reverence an image of Jesus Christ.

Reference is made in the Methodist Times to “ the standard
of public life set up by Mr. Gladstone and maintained by Lord
Rosebery.” Sonic of us, however, recollect how this same
religious journal, when Lord Rosebery was Premier, bullied
him almost incessantly for keeping racehorses.

What changes take place in this astonishing century ! A
Zulu chief has planked down his guinea for the first instal-
ment of the Printing-house-square edition of the Encyclopaedia
Britannica.

Rev. Dr. Clifford, the well-known Congregationalist, has
coolly included Darwin ina volume of addresses on “ Typical
Christian Leaders.” Now we find a Sydney correspondent
of the Christian World writing that the Funafuti scientific
boring expedition has demonstrated the truth of Darwin’s
theory of the formation of coral reefs ; and as a certain
missionary ship has somehow “ assisted” this expedition, our
contemporary’s correspondent blandly remarks that this is a
“ pleasant instance of co-operation between aggressive Chris-
tianity on the one side, and on ,the other science, so often
regarded as in opposition, while in reality it is one beam
from,” &c., &c. Verily the Christians are the great requi-
sitionists. They oppose everything at first, and exploit every-
thing afterwards—when they find they cannot stop it.

The Pope has just entered on the twenty-first year of his
pontificate. At the same time the Vatican has been lit up
with electricity. What a contrast in that gigantic building !
Science called in to give the highest light for ecclesiastics
who live in the intellectual darkness of the Middle Ages !

Lord Hugh Cecil doesn't want to see the Bishops removed
from the House of Lords ; on the contrary, he would like to
see more of them there. He suggests that representative
Nonconformists should be made life peers to keep the Angli-
can prelates company in the gilded chamber. This sugges-
tion has inspired one of Mr. Gould’s brilliant comic pictures
in the Westminster Gazette. “ Who on earth is this ?” ask the
Archbishop of Canterbury and the Bishop of London as
Bishop Hugh Price Hughes walks in, representing the
Wesleyan Methodists.

Reviewing Mr. Thomas Hardy’s Wessex Poems, the Chris-
tian World says that, with all his great gifts, he “ lacks that
inward sense of peace and victory” which is supposed to be
the possession of every true Christian.  But this is only saying

THE FREETHINKER.

March 5

that Mr. Hardy sees far more than does the a -u
Sunday-school teacher, or even the average r
journalist.

Emperor William begins his congratulatory message
owners of the Bulgaria by thanking God for saving n ™ tic
This is rather rough on the captain, the officers,« *
crew, who fought so hard and long against the deadh”™yj.,™
and brought their ship into harbor at last. Emperor
however, doesn’'t quite mean all he says—and lie s@ * [Hit
deal. Anyhow, after thanking God, he praises the V 1
German sailors, and bestows an order upon the ™ !
would appear, therefore, that God did not save the
by himself, but did it in partnership with a number
persons ; which is rather lowering to his almighty dig

The following is from the Birmingham Young |8
tian Association Record: “ It may be interesting tot1 ™ 1y
have recently hinted at the possibility of the Y. M- L'Jf Cii
bing the churches of young men to kno.w that .jjftf
Sunday evening service is usually attended by abOst |diff
fifteen Of our men, out of a membership of soo, the re
strangers.”

. —7 iellttde

Truth's poetic muse has been inspired by the state*

“a band of young lay Churchmen has resolved }'die coni”y
part of their observance of Lent to pray daily for t* ~ f
sion of Sir William Harcourt to the one true ™at ,|tb
Apostolic faith.” This example. Truth urges, 1»
followed in other directions. For instance —

Imagine what a change 't'vould cause
Were all to act on this decision :
Meetings for prayer and not debate Lo
Might then precede each night's ” divis'0" ’
Whilst in both lobbies rival groups
Would in impassioned language call lor
More faith for Campbell-Bannerman,
Less “ philosophic doubt” for Balfour.

leas™

for regulating the employment of young children ia  stef
was before the Lords, the Bishops, with the honor» j F
tion of Archbishop Benson, stayed away, and sa ™ ths
interest in the question.” But why be surprised * [y
What are Bishops in the House of Lords for but

look after ecclesiastical interests ?

Mr. G. B. Grinnell, in the Atlantic Monthly>\
striking tribute to theRed Indian’s truthfulness.
asked a red man to tell him a sacred story. ptd,
sophisticatedone startedby offering up  anelaboi« p"
to the Spiritual Powers, begging them to help jivi'l
straight and make him tell the truth. Christ'«ll
might take a leaf out of that poor ' savage’s 3

“ The missionary,” says Mr. Cunningham Graikajj fIV

book about Morocco, “for all his preaching iijv"-
mark a sheep, had he but gospel truths alone to d« dft

What brings the savage to the fold is interest, jf** i'\gs j
cloth, rum, tea, sugar, coffee, and a thousand

which a commentator might search the Scriptm®/™V
from end to end and not find mentioned.” nt

he says, Christian and cheat are synonymous terms-

J
A Bishop in the House of Lords shortened his  jf,
consequence of an anecdote told by Lord Durham, pyj,;
that he saw a drunken man trying to tell the I' IIdij
clock of St. Paul's Cathedral, which just then s jfiif"
hour and slowly tolled out twelve, whereupon the '
man looked.hard..at..the..cloclkand said : * Damn
couldn’t you have said all that at once?” P

“ Providence simply mus’'n’t take him now.” X-iinfL'jV
th8 New York Journal wrote while Rudyard K*e,
lying dangerously ill. Those who don't belieyctj)d& *1{
existence, and say so, are called blasphemous 1 =~ wi®
believe there is a God, and give him the straight 1
do, are presumably quite respectable. o)

o\

The Review o] Reviews is amusing reading- ,:?Im i
ivorks the Peace Crusade for all it is worth ; inncC ".»Krpl
it a “ spirituat-revival;*-and--has got up a Iltu(r)%y
On the other hand, he goes it hot and strong = leF\iP
expansion, which means a bigger army and navy, fel]
England. He also urges the United States to ..gi't
country’s imperialism, and that means a far biggc’ t*' (V1
navy for the Republic. It is charitable to suppOgeei,r
Stead is a bit cracked, though one cannot help
there is a deal of method in his madness.

- celk®,;

The Christian World speaks highly of Gmaj.qvePg/
Philadelphia, which has celebrated its fiftieth a

thought t- . g,
by forbidding any minister of religion from enter* &
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<l 'e-g\er- The Christians, however, have dodged
R "m)f-lgavﬁ%éreligion taught in the college by Iaymen.g

A
ints'ow corrcspondent of an equally

ious contemporary
.. the recent debates at

estminster on the
terd " the Word of God was not once mentioned as
at]lo;(° htith.” The Prayer Book seemed to be the only
msl).' !° " hich appeal was made. This correspondent
inv ~ \Qv much behind the times, or he would know that
thehi,Ys the, ?'ble, like the Devil, is tacitly dropped in all
nier religieus circles.

Jlisho, . . .

cino & Molohas appointed as cure at_Bissone, in.the Canton
‘aosre cst " i'Olias lied from Italy to avoid sentence for
milett. usdeeds. The parishioners at present refuse to re-
him to  s°niewhat besmirched saint. They will have to take
Hir*ro7 Hosoms 'a the end. He has been orthodox

ayetytolik, ... reporting the outrage and murder of a boy

lotersititUte “nJder the management of the Christian

arecty -Says i “ Scarcely a half-year passes without some

iSmish, t"skind occurring here and there.” It expresses

Higiun 'Ot that the education of the young in France and
Is so largely entrusted to such hands.

told about the Salvation Army in the Christian
 cur organ of former Salvationists. It speaks of
il'Aractcr.  r'KI>t of the Salvation Army, its diabolical
rile“wr>tnJ the white slaves in bondage to the system.”
Hias ! ' |elives” and “ undermined spirituality” of many
Fedlipacnd s°ldiers are traced to the “ tyranny ” of those in

'sc’%it 'ur SVO the Lord apparently having no further
% salé q ere's the advertisement in a Liverpool paper :
lI°ck  * Vt=John's Church, Liverpool, comprising four bells,
f swini s&e’ Pcws>timber, slates, flags, stone, bricks,
°ms, t',M°Ws' COPPer plates, lead, beating apparatus, safe,

lane’ >7as bxtures, tiles, etc. Apply H. Hindley,

* R
n'a char'r5'atl'ol'lc Pr'est is being tried in Russian Poland
T'ejtreatej 'e ot having, in his fanatical zeal, scourged and
drtheir = so,,e of his female parishioners as a punishment
t't'‘be\-irmrs- The women, it is alleged, were taken down
Joyfecely its °f the church, where, apart from the flogging
‘ansg K v, thuir superstitious fears were practised upon b
°gus apparitions representing death and the devil.

‘d'ce . Jroakers, beware ! It appears that you have less
Rrdn [ 1 'Murderers.  Her Majesty, as we know, may
D rJufers. But we are told that, by an Act passed
O 'kn of George 11L., she is debarretl from extending
Cllcy to Sabbath-breakers.

Hyn.h;» bastard Popery goes on much longer, | say most
in Vi-.r'~ner the Church is disestablished the better.”
i tothi“t”™ oly Trinity, Tunbridge Wells, who gives utter
gh‘ jii i,.®Pera.te determination to face the worst, does

Q?% %c Perceived, say anything about disendowment.
jinflag{ee « *?"ksome, but Ritualists and Protestant Church-

Ifishts ,,'n 'Snoring any question about the State “ loaves

fe 1§ gyrureed tly that ;£50 ayear was pditl to dust the
av, rary of the Houses of Parliament. How much
1At D €axPended if the State undertook the dusting
U'open, f? ot Holy Writ which are lying about unheeded
*uin the households of this Christian land?
YMPE tn,
Z4 AlpoullCf* hen the influence of the Church in Scotland
tv, °rfliscrpc U¥ purchase of Bibles was not left to the
DrAl'oust] j°n°f the people ; but by an Act of Parliament
Ligess V&'ulLr worth £2$ annual rent, and every yeoman
Ueal'e,aviry stock valued at £5810, was compeljed to
¢ :ud a Psalm-book, under a penalty of £ lo.

,Halstead, in Essex, has met with a well

WaBxie pe He has been urging the Board Gf Guaiidians
is  °Use.C ,'llilried Church of England chaplain at the
™ tetild at thptf Prébably had a suitable personal friend in
Vir r ~viii-6 time- But the Guardians, who seem to have
HyjAces a“. ponimon-sense ” in their compositions, have set
~«ceient aUldl I'ie Proposal. They think there is already
. emount of voluntary religious teaching in the

iftAbl

AN Wedld" ] People will agree that the salary of a
~selociiio B much better spént in providing a few extra
<l /™ Astiip ry *°r the poor wrecks who find their wav into
g a weel>f |16 Poor- Wihy should a man be paid £2
aQIB.‘.'.i-apiFu IMc rates to preach * Blessed are
«yan,iP .ewhere such a sermon must necessarily
Ay, Ua sham ?
y cool a . . .
advertisement is addressed by a City clerk to
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benevolent Stock Exchange gentlemen who have made
thousands out of the rise in South African shares. He simply
asks them to buy him an annuity of £200 because he is
“tired.” In return “ Buyer will have Advertiser’s prayers for
the rest of his life, so thatthe investment will be a good one.”
Will it, indeed ! The tired advertiser has more confidence in
the result of his prayers than anybody else is likely to enter-
tain. Besides, if he is so very “ tired,” he may become too
tired to pray, and what about the return for the investment
then ?

With the appropriate heading of “ Keep us in our proper
station,” the MorningLeader mentions that itwas the custom
of the lately-deceased Rev. William Evans, of Cwmdanddwr,
Radnorshire, to leave the church first at the conclusion of
divine service. This was a fine piece of humility as far as he
was concerned. The congregation, however, afterwards left
in the following order : first the gentry and landowners, then
the farmers and tenants, lastly the laborers and workpeople.
Will the same order be preserved in the entrance to heaven ?

When Bishop Colton, of Calcutta, visited Bombay on a
“ visitation,” the occasion was marked by the delivery of a
charge in the Cathedral which did not err on the side of
brevity. Later in the day the Bishop was taken to the schools,
and, addressing a sharp-looking lad, he said : “ My boy, can
you tell me what a Bishop’svisitation is?” *“ Please, sir, yes,”
said the boy. “What is it?” *“ Please, sir, an affliction sent
of God.”

At the very moderate rent of 7s. Gd. per night the Northwich
“ Christians ” have obtained the use of the public plunge baths
for the purpose of baptism on the total immersion principle.
Facilities for securing eternal salvation ought to be considered
cheap at three half-crowns a night.

It is suggested that the rising of the Filipinos against Spain
was largely owing to an affront offered to their leader in his
youth. When an image of Christ was exhibited in Silony, the
young Aquinaldo refused to do reverence, and was chastised.
This turned indifference into violent hatred, and he set him-
self to deliver his countrymen from sacerdotal tyranny.

A comfortable, sleek, old-fashioned parish clerk sat on a
gravestone. “What do you think of the Church crisis ?”
asked the friendly passer-by. “Eh?” *“ The Church crisis ?”
repeated the passer-by. *“ Oh, nothin’ much ; | used to be t’
parish clerk. Then the new pa’son ca’d me a sextant; then
he went, an’ another coom as ca’d me avirgin ; and t’ last
un ca’s me a sacrilege.”

The Sunday Companion oracularly observes that, it God had
not appointed Sunday as a day of rest, man would have had
to appoint one for himself. Well, he has already supple-
mented the religious arrangement by providing a Thursday
or Saturday half-holiday. So it is possible he would have
been equal to providing himself with a day ol rest apart
from any supposed theological sanctions. The main point at
the present time, however, is its rational use—and there
theology blocks the way.

Mr. Diggle’s name has been excluded from the Council of the
New Church Society for Young Men, because, it is suggested,
he took advantage of the Clerical Disabilities Relief Act. It
is pointed out that the list of “ self-unfrocked ” includes such
names as A. H. I). Acland, James Anthony Froudc, John
Richard Green, Sir H. D. Ingilby, J. C. Macdona, Sir W. T.
Marriott, Lord Francis Godolphin Osborne, J. E. Thorold
Rogers, Leslie Stephen, and Edward Walford.

Bigamy is the charge against a revivalist named Lowell,
who some years ago achieved considerable notoriety in Bath
and elsewhere in consequence of certain religious services he
held. The police say they can show that his first wife, who
he said was dead, was visited by him in the very street from
which they were married, as recently as two years ago.

A I'rotestant journal, commenting on the religious sense of
the age of faith, observes that we have lost many things
belonging to those ages, amongst them “the power of pro-
ducing, or even of conceiving, such a Church phenomenon,
say, as Pope John XXI11., official head and high priest of
Christendom, accused of incest, rape, adultery, sodomy,
murder, and simony.”

This is the way in which children at Brighton are indoc-
trinated with Roman Catholic ideas in some of the State-aided
Voluntary schools. Their education, which is partly paid for
by the Protestants of the country, includes attendance at
mass.

Here is a description of the way they are instructed by
Ritualists to adore the *elements” in the Communion
Service:—When the bell rings, as theJ)riest says, “ This is
my body,” children bow their heads and say by themselves,

“ Hail! most sacred flesh of Jesus.” When the bell rings
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again, and the priest says, “ This is my blood,” children bow
their heads and say, “ Hail ! most sacred blood of Jesus.”

The Rev. Hugh Price Hughes has been denouncing the
practice of “ inflicting intolerably long orations upon God.”
Of course, this does not apply to his own performances ; only
to those of his rivals. However, Deity all through seems
to be very patient and long suffering—or very deaf. If he
can stand it, there are a lot of his mundane creatures who
cannot and will not.

The Literary Year Booh, referring to the Polychrome Bible,
says : “ Here is a piece of work being done which will ulti-
mately revolutionize much of the Old Testament........... The
world has suddenly awakened to the idea that the Bible is an
intensely complicated historic document, which no plain
person can pretend to understand.”

A fine observation to make about a Divine revelation 1

Three gentlemen, whose appearance and talk bewrayed
them as limbs of the law, were discussing in a Chancery Lane
restaurant the reference to Ahab in Sir William Harcourt’s
last letter. “Who was Ahab ?” one asked. “Wasn't he a
man who had a vineyard, or a nice building plot, or some-
thing that David wanted badly ?” hazarded another. The
three agreed that he very likely was.

A rather formidable announcement appeared on the doors
of the metropolitan churches at the opening of Lent. It pre-
scribed that Churchmen should go without meat on Wednes-
days and Fridays, and give up sugar, milk, butter, cake, beer,
spirits, or tobacco.

Says the Church Gazette : “ This sounds as if it aspired to
a mediaevally ascetic state of bliss. However, on further
examination it will be found not so formidable after all, even
to the most ordinary mortal. To begin with, 1meat’is not a
sine quii non to a very neat and appetising meal, with soup
and fish, etc., and, say, a pint of Chablis.” Then as concerns
the rest, there is great virtue in an “or.”

Most people will regret the death of the Right Rev. John
Williams, D.D., senior Bishop of the American Episcopal
Church, if only for one witty and pointed reply with which he
is credited. A bishop from the West asked him what he
reckoned as the best work he had done in Connecticut. He
replied : “ The best work | did for the Church there was to
keep a number of men out of the ministry.”

Many Roman Catholic priests in Paris have lost, we learn,
all faith in their religion, and have left the church. A not
inconsiderable number, we are told, have taken to cab-
driving.

The Filipinos are disillusioned. They thought that talis-
manic wafers would safeguard them against wounds, and
American bullets have taught them differently.

A ghost has come to grief at Denver, in Colorado. A
citizen, who boasted that he had never been frightened in his
life, was passing along a lonely road beside a cemetery, when
a ghost perched on a tomb lifted an arm from its shroud, and
at the same time uttered a sepulchral groan. The citizen
whipped out his revolver and fired, and the ghost then
groaned in a more natural manner. It had to be taken home
and put to bed, and treated by a doctor. It was really
another citizen, appropriately called Faust, who had practised
that trick upon his neighbor and got the worst of the deal.
Other ghosts should take warning.

“One thing befalleth them ; as the one drowneth so
drovvneth the other ; yea, a missionary hath no pre-eminence
above a swearing sailor.” Thus wrote Solomon, or somebodv
—or something like it—in the book of Ecclesiastes. And the
truth of it was recently exemplified off Yarmouth. A big
wave rushed over the North Sea Mission Ship, St. Andrew
the Fisherman, and washed off Edward Metcalfe. Evidently
“ Providence ” didn’t recognise its own vessel.

Mr. Wilson Barrett will be pleased to hear that Miss Ada
Ward, the “ converted actress,” has been specially severe in
her discourses on Christians who have gone to see the Sign
of the Cross. She considers that, in this connection, the
Devil got in the?thin edge of the wedge.

Of what value is a legal oath when a jury will not believe
it, even though it be taken by a clergyman ? A Gloucester-
shire rector has been sued by a working mason for £15 as
damages for a broken rib sustained by reason of the rector’s
violence in a dispute about a small bill for repairs to the
church. 1he rector swore that he never touched the man.
But the broken rib was regarded as better evidence of what

happened than the rector’s sworn denial. The jury decided
accordingly.

The Lord seems just now to be exhibiting but little concern
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for his tabernacles. The historic church of St ﬁga
Southend-on-Sea, through the over-heating of a fiuc'
narrow escape of being destroyed by fire. The Lord, .,
ever, did not allow this particular “ sacred edificeﬂ ;
burned down. He circumvented the over-heated M€ %
causing one of his creatures to raise an alarm.

The synagogue in Brisbane, Queensland, has had 0O&
repaired owing to the ravages of the white ants. 1 .16
closed on a recent Sabbath on this account. Rather ¢ jtb
that these small creatures should be able to interfere”
divine worship. It might almost be thought that I'ref * .t
was not aware of what was going on, being probably f -
the time elsewhere.

Magistrate Joseph Pool, of Manhattan boroughi j[e
banished the Bible from his court. He said to his ¢c®,1Omg
other day : “ Take that Bible away from here. I'm n(jt8 ;5
to use the Bible any more. There is no law compe*' 5@
use, and hereafter I shall have all witnesses sworn by r p
the right hand. The Bible is nothing but a bree
disease when used in this way. All sorts of . ~di”
diseased persons Kkiss it, and it is dangerous to have itT

In a sermon at St. Paul's Cathedral, on Sunday evtl's§J

the Rev. A. Whitworth, of All Saints’, Margaret-stree
mibling when founded on scl  Nis

or technical knowledge. An evening paper properly de
it as “ a singular Lenten counsel.”
. L i.piditi,
“ A Bible that Led to Suicide ”was the newspaper n
to the report of Alice Crow's untimely death. t ..
mitted suicide on the railway at Shortlands. 1I'1 .
was found a Bible which she had purchased from »hd
canvasser, but on which she had paid only an msliT],;it,
of one-and-sixpence. It was suggested at the inqucsS taggi
being unable to pay the additional money, she had
articles belonging to her mistress.

IS, 1e
Very properly the Coroner said it was MPSU§ A g
canvassers to press young girls to purchase books an ot
articles, whether Bibles or not, and that it was certai
a Christian act.
the
The ridiculous claim of the Pope to be represented™"t
Powers’ Peace Conference is placing the Dutch Gov
in a painful dilemma. As host it has to issue the Invl. (L A
If they invite the Pope, Italy will decline an invita yatk*I!

they do not invite him, they will be regarded by the  * [
as assuming -- attitude of active hostility towa
Pope.
IdefS
Holland wishes to shift the responsibility on to the iJ

of Russia, and regaid iself siroply as the agent of (* qocl |,
the matter ;but Russia persists in regarding Holland a &:ue
on its own initiative, if the Pope really €ared for Pe[ICCky
would not incur the damger of wrecking the Coni

such an untimely assertion of an impossible claim.

At all Ember seasons in the Salisbury diocese aS & »
prayers suitable to the time is circulated. The firsM~yb”™
the latest paper is that “ the Archbishops and BishePf.-ut?'

iven wisdom to deal rightly with the questions m U rendc

o the ordinary mind it would have seemed a L
method for Deity to have prevented in the first insif,,00
“ present troubles” in the Church than to enter UL i
almost impossible task of endowing the Archbis*l * g'r
Bishops with wisdom. But God’s ways are not our -
sometimes it is well that they are not.

Laconic. -2

A Sunday-school teacher was talking to her CHSSjrjiiaﬁ/
necessity of a divine friend both in life and death-
she said — oll t*
“ Charlie, if you were about to die, what would )
most of anything?”
And Charlie replied, with practical wisdom —
“ A doctor.” NP
He was recently matched, however, by another SI1* pell
“Johnny,” asked his teacher, “what must wc O
our sins can be forgiven ?”
“ Sin,” replied Johnny.

He bighed for Rest.

While she was %etting ready to go to church sbesfle
saying things to him because he would no'gsgso, a\ filg'
beéﬁ/\s'aymg them with considerdble emph iy N
He sighed and put down his paper. “ My dear,” iC “1
this a day of rest ?” “ Of course it is,” she rep!*64*
why not ?” he asked pathetically.— Chicago Post.
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Mr. Foote’s Engagements.

S'nday, March S, aAthcneum Hall, Tottenham Court-road,
LOndo" ~ .30, “ §66d Lord Deliver Us.”

To Correspondents.

ivi)d§ Mr. Charles W atts's absence from England his address
City y Truthseeker office, 28 Lafayette-place, New York
Soe c
quenCgrr8POncence and other matter stands over in conse-
“pRE e 0 “,u Editor’'s absence from London.
cciv™® /K" Defence Fund (West Ham).—We have re-
Brooii © Anti-Bigot, £2 los. ; Alexander Brown, 5s. ; Edward
\V.Sc”rS-A' ~ushton, 5s. ; C. Heaton, 2s. 6d. ; Bella and
Josenh rilS-" T Ollerenshaw, 2s. ; H. Seal, £ 1; Samoth, 5s.;
DoW(;,, ose>2s.; T. L. Norman, 2s. 6d.; R. Jacob, 5s.; R.
2s; 3 S'5s-i E. Gwinnell, 5s.; C. J. Peacock, £1 ; A. Firth,
5s.’; 1, £i ; A Glasgow Friend, £2 ; J. W. Irving,
los.. T waller, 2s. 6d. ; T. H. Seymour, £ 1; F. J. Voisey,
is.i\tr .1 x'-is.; J.P., is. ; W.A. Newcomb, 2s. ; J. Garven,
Is.;iir uunby, ios.; W. Il. Verney and F. Sims, 3s.; J. Carr,

is.; ownend, is.; J. Philips, is.; G. Foster, is. ; R. Bell,
£1. Inpley, is.; West End Doctor, 5s.; W. C. Middleton,
Athen'” ;ss Vance:—Collected at Mr. Foote's lecture,
H,. ,-.£ 2 15s. id. ; J. S. E., 5s.; J. Mawsoil, 2s. 6d.; T.
Oram 6d. ; J. F. Hampson, 2s. 6d.; E. Slade, is. ; L

C i A W. Marks, ios. ; Mrs. B. E. Marks, ios.
ri&ht'n'oBr?Wn (Torquay) approves of our “ manly and up-
SuZerint'tlOn ,.'n rei>ard to the VVest Ham scandal and sends a

dothei'it°n’ I hope,"” he adds, "that all your friends will
Ve°'le'p y°u' as the success of your paper on this
Eéeuse," 'S “,e greatest importance to the Freethought

&>0KS. Thanks. See acknowledgment elsewhere.
ear of your long illness.

c”cstHa' to have your best wishes for our success at
liaand & Bee "st acknowledgments.
Subscript' Scott.—We hardly like t;iking even a small

uncivil aj*11 *ronl a laborer and his wife, but we will not be so
to return it. Those who can better spare the money
' are fairly numerous should respond to our appeal.
Vest Ham (Huddersfield), sending subscription for the
**6the pAr~ht, says :—" All true Freethinkers who desire to
. japcr and the N. S. S. prosper ought to respond heartily
of, 'tea ¢ *Nww 13s nthe Ltiee tto ssee wuhat nsiuffithey cate
msflght for°niy/107e™ because (they say) there is nothingl
They may do so no longer. Their opportunity
ii-sErrrived-

,» *°Pes v'.n .subscription for “your West Ham crusade, ' and

G-W. Biyt hall be successful.

Vv'laterial:1l"~y°u are mistaken. There is nothing about
j, ecular So'4'1 ‘bu Principles and Objects of the National

I:T>SEYC\
1 *°U may finite depend on our fighting “ tooth and
"'ays readaru ni;ver astonished at Christian bigotry. It is
Jacob -\ ~*° po w°rked upon by fanatics and charlatans,
."'g.-p, *lyou take a great interest in the West Ham affair,
1j anode' "habitant of the borough, we will see that vou
, Rs—Ay 0l tbu Public meeting, as requested.
g Publisher B buve handed your order to Mr. Forder, our
Gw,n Rise sed direet to him in future.

. hiinhjj L' Yes, a fine ahyertisement if properly utilised.

Pe/
.+ We hope we have your second initial right.
;ﬁn.r,l’zlgllr_ bunks
Uott.—Pleased to hearyou have just finishegdrspading
BeerCii »/Cod and consider it " """ X Vs is quite accurate.
Buin!loVen anJ Wagner as Free'h'”™ vou'detailed ev~ence

% htKI S olf) own, the”efdltor cann’7tfI ou:eaP reftehr rEeanwr)\lle
0 (o] ill find enou recthinkcrs ou
ca,!* 'a jJ l&l w elerds |ct90nary of tre

E. Sv, us Ibe essay you mention. W,U be grati-
C - W e hope the result of the ag. tat.on

ant\tcl however the poll goes. |t Wil Rdve to be followed up by
'Ct. msed Freethought propaganda j, that big, populous

fredileES (O Glstd to hear you hope Mr. McCabe will be a
Pest aT i°ulributor to the Freethinker. He has resigned his
WEHNS 2nd-cester with the intention of devoting himself to
5 cturi n@' (2) Thanks for a sight of the reverend

‘mat k'Ve eUers, which are sufficiently amusing. 131.°
HOh-®W3 . about the lady in our next. 1tis g_u__r_l_o_u_s
% an>bigots should be talking so much about one
Sarteq We STenerations hefnre the Secular movement

M DGRnan,
'Fg’\ a gran ,l Hahks. Certainly the polling of the bibrough
ANUch] yprl 4dvertrodimani Far tik Eweethinker, btil it wik
1isboui 1 this: the burgesses are induced to believe
eils. Id be journal. |t is absolutely necessary that they
ui opportunity of knowing the truth.

Svdolary of the°M.are- bkely mistaken. Mr. Partridge, the
\i. dw rtl'rid. 1. “¢rmingham Branch, is not the person you
- A \.°rker, for O has been connected with that Branch, as a
you ai.'”» number of years, and is as good as gold.

1*s0on rusToyOry sorry to bear of your illness, and hope

W. Townend.— Pleased to hear from so old a Freethinker and
subscriber to this journal.

J. Garven.— The Bible Handbook will be reprinted. It has not
been on sale lately. But a few copies Imve just turned up, and
you might get one by applying to Mr. Forder at once.

W. Mumby thinks it is almost too much to hope for a victory at
West Ham, but the agitation may induce a few people to read
the Freethinker, and “if they find it half as interesting and in-
structive as | do, they will take it regularly.”

Cosmopolitan.—Will you kindly say in -what spirit this journal
could be conducted so as to please Catholics and Protestants ?

Rusticus.— Articles have frequently appeared in this journal,
notably by Mr. Watts, on Secular morality as distinguished
from Christian. Perhaps the present juncture is, as you suggest,
timely for something from our own pen. We will see. Any-
how, you owe us no apology for writing. We always like to
see our readers interested.

W. Shipley writes : “ Fancy a man talking about purity with the
Bible in his hand.”

J. L. Cartwright.—We had no reporter at the West Ham
Council meeting. We used the report in the Herald, as we
stated plainly enough even for you to understand. We give
publicity to your statement that you were not one of the speakers
who addressed the Council against the Freethinker. You had
better send a correction to the Herald also. It is nearer
home.

T. H. Seymour, subscribing to the West Ham Fund, heartily
wishes us success. He will see that we are doing our best to
win it.

Received.— Freethought Magazine—Y. M. C. A. Record—The
Stratford Express— Commercial Intelligence— Ethical World—
The Literary Guide—Two Worlds— Glasgow Herald—-Torch of
Reason— Sun— Sydney Bulletin— Boston Investigator— Progres-
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Secular Thought— Isle of Man Times— People’s Newspaper—
Free Society— Awakener of India.
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Sugar Plums.

Mr. Foote lectured at the Athenszeum Hall on Sunday evening
to a capital audience, Mr. Harry Brown occupying the chair,
and Mr. W. Heaford being in the meeting. Miss Vance and
other friends took up a good collection for the West Ham
fight. This evening (March 5) Mr. Foote lectures in the
same hall again His subject will be “ Good Lord Deliver
Us.” This exclamation is well known to those who are
acquainted with the Prayer Book. It occurs frequently in the
Litany.

A correspondent of the Daily News is very hopeful ot the
future of the French Republic. “We must mix,” he says, “ with
all sorts and conditions oi people in the provinces to realise the
force of Republican conviction, the immense, deep-seated
power of the schoolmaster. For the village pedagogue is no
uninstructed braggart ; above all things he is absolutely inde-
pendent of the priest, and in his person opposes a most
formidable obstacle to sacerdotalism.” This correspondent is
certain that the Ferry Laws, which preserve France from
clerical rule, will not be revoked. *“The Jesuit college,” he
adds, “ may number its pupils by the thousand, but it is by
millions that the village school enrols its youthful Repub-
licans. Immense, therefore, is the weight of the school-
master—weight ever lent to the cause of free institutions and
liberty of conscience.”

The New York Herald says that“ Ingersoll has been telling
the truth” and “doing a good work in demolishing the
monstrous superstition and ignorant creed before which
Christians bowed half a century ago.” But it doesn’'t do to
praise Ingersoll too much, so the Herald qualifies its eulogy
by remarking that “ Twenty-five years ago he was one
hundred years ahead of the Church ; to-day the advance
guard for the new religion is fifty years ahead of Ingersoll.”
Is it though? What is this “ new religion,” after all, but
another attempt to pour the new wine of science into the old
bottles of theology? Ingersoll can afford to smile, for he
knows what will happen.
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Editor Moore, of the Blue Grass Blade, is a man of great
courage, though of very moderate discretion, and we are
extremely sorry to see that he has again fallen into the hands
of the enemy, who have treated him to a strong dose of
Christian charity. A jury has found him guilty of * sending
an obscene publication through the United States mails,” and
Judge Thompson has sentenced him to two years in a peni-
tentiary. Editor Moore is not humbled, however; when
asked If he had anything to say before sentence was passed,
he replied : “ I glory in what | have done.” The irony of it
all is that Editor Moore, who is a fierce opponent of Free
Love, suffers, as far as we can make out, for an article on
that very subject.

What unmitigated ruffians these Christians are when they
get a Freethinker in their clutches! Everybody in Kansas
knows perfectly well that this savage sentence on Editor
Moore is meant to punish him for being an outspoken Free-
thinker. The Jewish priests hated Jesus Christ because he
was affecting their business, and they charged him with
“blasphemy ”; but that wouldn't do at any price before a
Roman tribunal, so they veered round and charged him with
sedition. Anything to get rid of him. And the same pious
game has been played upon Editor Moore.

A bust of Voltaire, life size, in statuary marble, the pedestal
bearing a scroll with emblems in relief, inscribed “ Houdon
F., 1781, au Marquis de Villette,” was sold last week at
Christie’s for 7480, after keen competition.

Max O’Rell, in the North American Review, is rather
fantastical in calling Renan the *“greatest thinker and
scholar of his time,” but quite right in saying that “ he was
a great, gentle, lofty spirit, who thought like a man, felt like
a woman, sometimes acted like a child, and always wrote
like an angel.”

Recipe for Making a Roman Catholic.

Take a young child (the younger the better)

When he’s quick to believe in all species of flummery ;
Accustom him, ere you have taught him a letter,

To bogey-ideas with concomitant mummery.

Drag him to church, and with incense and mystery
Drug him, and drive him to crass imbecility;

Make him worship the saints and act up to their history
Till it’s certain lie’ll never be blessed with virility.

His reasoning faculties duly eliminate,
And rear him on faith till all else he refuses ;

In the matter of books you must wisely discriminate,
Permitting alone what the clergyman chooses.

Cow him with threats of a hell incandescent,
Where imps ply with energy pitchforks and pokers
To harry the damned ones with torture incessant
Wlir(])’\ll(e been cursed by the wearers of cassocks and
chokers.

Insist on Confession to “ fathers ” salacious
(Deft teachers of physiologic precocity);

Make him swallow their falsehoods, however mendacious,
And whack him, if he should demur, with ferocity.

He must slaver the priest with disgusting servility
(Bﬁin%)taught that his God is the slave of the priest-
0od) ;
Make him cringe to their lash with degrading humility,
Like any well-whipped pusillanimous beast would.

He must hate friend and kindred with deadly intensity
Who reject mediaeval belief and morality.

You should carefully foster the slightest propensity
To murder or malm those who cling to reality.

Teach that Dissenters are sure of damnation ;

That now, and at all seasons (just as in past days),
Heretic-burning is certain salvation,

And murder less dreadful than feasting on fast days.

By carefully noting these easy instructions,
And wisely and faithfully making the best of 'em,
You’ll evolve that sublimest of Christian productions—
A “good” Roman Catholic, just like the rest of 'em.
Ex-Ritualist.

He—" I wish our minister would practise some sort of
self-mortification during Lent.” She—"What would you
suggest?” He—" Well, he might make his sermons half an
hour shorter than usual.”

The Pug—"“ Say, but dat new feller don’t do a thing but
put 'em to sleep quick.” The Mug—“ No wonder! lie wuz
a preacher before he took to prize-fightir}.”
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The Sojourning in Egypt.

It there be one Biblical fact in the early history ot
Jewish nation which is mentioned or referred to m t
Old Testament books more often than, perhaps, a“-
other, it is that of the alleged deliverance of the Israeli w
from the bondage of Egypt. Besides being related
detail in the book of Exodus, reference is made to ~
story in Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, _i°, '
Judges, 1 Kings, 2 Chronicles, Nehemiah, the U
Psalms, the second lsaiah, Jeremiah, Hosea, and
It is also mentioned, as an undoubted historical fact,
the Acts of the Apostles and the Epistle to the Hebrew™
Yet, if anyone will take the trouble to carefully exam*
the story, he will find it, from beginning to end, a 1L .
of contradictions, absurdities, and manifest elusion
bilities, which all point to one and the same cone
-its purely fictitious character.
stratc the truth of 5, MM ,
fact, | take, in the first place, the Biblical statcine"?
_¥- o —ic duration of the alleged_hondage in EgyRy
The writer of Genesis xv. represents “ the Lorci
saying to his servant Abraham —
“ Know ofa surety that thy seed shall be a stranfieljjG/
a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them ; alt*
shall afflict them four hundred years” (xv. 13).
There can scarcely be the shadow of a doubt as to ~
meaning of this passage. The Israelites were to
sojourners in Egypt for some unstated time, and -
were to “ serve ” the Egyptians and to suffer a™IC'ty
for four hundred years. Could there be any uncerta’
as to the meaning, it is removed by the inspired au
of the “ Acts,” who quotes the passage in substanti
the same words (vii. 6). Further, it is to be notJLtO
that “the Lord,” when predicting this bondag®
Abraham, prefaced his communication with the s>
and emphatic words, “ Know of a surety,” by wvhicl ~
evidently pledged his sacred word as to the accuracy
the statement. L ick
We turn next to Exodus xii., a chapter in " |j
the departure of the Israelites from Egypt is rcC° [Ltfle
And here we find the writer remarkably precise as to
exact duration of the residence of God’s chosen PCL*
in that country. He says :
“ Now the sojourning of the children of Israel,
they sojourned in Egypt, was four hundred and
years. And it came to pass at the end ot the jt
hundred and thirty years, even on the self-sam eAit
came to pass, that all the hosts ot the Lord " U
from the land of Egypt ” (xii. 40, 41). in
The foregoing passage, read with the prediction”
Genesis, places the matter we arc considering bc>
all doubt. ~ From the two statements (which 2%
complete harmony) we learn that the Israelites S/
sojourners in Egypt for exactly 430 years—not *
more nor less—and that they had been bond-seD ~
for all but 30 years of that time. This is the pin'll
only meaning which the two passages convey. iSii-
And now we come to what appears a most astOj ;iS
ing fact. Though, as we have seen, it is state fj .t
plainly as words can express that “ the sojourning J
Egypt was 430 years, and that the period of 1Q,:c
servitude was 400 years, not a single Bible comnid
now accepts either statement; both are explained €
There is, of course, a reason for this double sn ,
That reason is simple : from certain other portlO :~e
the sacred narrative it is found that the period O .
alleged sojourning in Egypt could not have been ~
thing like the time stated. This will be seen frein
following genealogical tables :—

risintg

N

Leyi Levi Reupen
Y q , e
Kohath Kofiath Fahlu
Amram Izhar EIEb
1
Moses Korah Dathan

From Genesis xlvi. 9 and 11 we find that the fn-5*-’£'vap}
each family (Levi and his son Kohath, and Reub&™\jth
his son Pallu) were amongst those who went do'M
Jacob into Egypt; also, from Numbers xvi. 'vf. Oletl
that Korah and Dathan were amongst those 'v .ilC Q
Egypt with Moses ; hence only one in each
descent— Amram, lzhar, and Eliab—was hotll



March 5, 1899.

buried j, Egypt.  In the first line the ages at death are
given-_yjz., Levi, 137 ; Kohath, 133 ; and Amram, 137
(EXOd'f_ VI- 16-20); but these render us no assistance in
\zﬁ"n’\ Ne °f the sojourning in Egypt. The
own”6 reSuac are < the aSe °f Kohath at the goin
U\\n into Egypt, the age of Kohath at the birth o
N rIm>the age of Amram at the birth of Moses, and
is ~ oses at the exodus. Only the last of these
od \en—w/-, it is stated that Moses was eighty years
Non'Vf t'le “sraei'tes left Egypt (Exodus vii. 7).
t0, 7 °* the athier data Being recorded, aH we can do is
then e,some probable approximate figures. Assuming,
e,t ' that Kohath was only ten years old when he
rct Egypt, and that he was fifty when his son
feach'n Was ,orn’ antl assuming that Amram had also
the 1 t*2 afe °E fifty when his son Moses was born,
i-Q tiration of the residence in Egypt would be only
Period™1t8 (40+ 50+ 80). This is allowing a longer
itis Ol \hc stay in Egypt than is at all probable ; for
at,i""ore likely that Kohath and Amram would marry
of of thirty or forty than at fifty. As a matter

reacb 1 history- n°ne of the twelve sons of Jacob had
K, the last-named age at the going down into

fathg ’ every one of them is stated to have been the
\yr °ne or more sons at that time.
cife see>then, that one of the most clear, precise, and

had .°!lca' statements in scripture—that the Israelites
—is °d°urned in Egypt for a period of exactly 430 years
\Ve Pr°Ved from the Bible itself to be contrary to fact,
the n C ‘fiso>why Bible commentators endeavor to give

tell another interpretation. These Reconcilers
c’mino- f 43° years are to be reckoned from the
reduci’.  "““hroham into Canaan—a computation which
the 8 S1 . *me in Egypt to 215 years— and they quote

intern ITlar*an ancl the Septuagint in support of their
reads1e<10n" The passage in the latter translation
‘vhich"  ~ow the sojourning of the children of Israel,

CintVji ,.ey sojourned in Egypt and in the land of
there 'vas 43° years. But the words italicised,
Coeunp,an little doubt, are either a gloss—that is, a

ongmally written in the margin of a manu-

at a later day, was incorporated by a
ilelibgr.l. A" *n e newv —or they are a
prebabj7” interpolation. The latter appears the more
the ¢’ 7”°r>>n the first place, the words in italics in
as earb? ua”™nt formed part of the text of that version
H@ PbctbS t'le time °fi Josephus and the Apostle Paul,
thg #li 1 refer to the passage ; and, secondly, the fact
thelr i ,are in the Samaritan text seems to point to
ti'adicf Crlloa as a reconcilement of a well-known con-
*enif n- I'l either case the words mentioned arc
evident] / an ‘tddition to the original text. Such was
With n' opinion of our English Revisers, who,
aud bPe Samaritan and the Septuagint before them,
He perfectly aware of the “ difficulty,” altered
~ersion Cuhat ambiguous words of the Authorised

aript
N

‘f'elt r}he sojourning of the children of Israel, who
Pcssibi f'Sypt"— into words whose meaning cannot
°f Israel ,, mistaken—*“ the sojourning of the children

t U patvgich hey sqiourned in Egypt.”

. 1°rs is c,e mterpretation 'of our Christian commen-
th ~air'tenable, as well as a manifest perversion of
Plissatielt-est;, language, can easily be shown. The
chil(tren Exodus states that “ the sojourning of the
n°t Utli Israel” was 430 years. Now, Abraham was
jhildre(le fClil“ren °1 Israel”; lIsaac was not *“ the
Srael.” Israel” ; neither was Jacob “ the children of
e°Uld be °nly the sons of Jacob and their descendants
N designated. Neither, again, can the land

Ivfid, bpN'. 11 which these patriarchs are said to have
l'urtu tal<en to mean Egypt.

~only one country is referred to as the place
that 1Jming—*“ tAy se¥dcdhall be B stravyer iR B [HAW
t HservOt Vle*s....... and also that nation whom they
Uey sj, .? 'V** Njudge........ And in the fourth generation
H?°f'c- c° ne.hither again” (Gen. xv. 14, 16). The
., Eurtheailaan's thus clearly excluded.

fourfi'n®re’ the Israelites were to leave Egypt “in
§igfr- N generation,” and, according to

Wengments> there were many ot “hat gen” ftimselt) as
iveli Out with Moses at the exodus. 1~ Jlccompanied

ttV h and Dathan, had sonswho acc:or.
hut J; lese being of the third genera 1 whbolo. of
t Kohath and PMb- oearlv the
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and Dathan may be said to be of the fourth generation.

If, then, the sojourning is to be taken as commencing
with the coming of Abraham into Canaan, the four
generations would be represented by lIsaac, Jacob, Levi,
and Kohath. But, as we have seen, Kohath was one ot
those who are stated to have accompanied Jacob to
Egypt. The misrepresentation of our Bible reconcilers
is thus placed beyond question.

Looking next at the prediction in Genesis— “ Know of
a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that
is not theirs....... and they shall afflict themfour hundred
years "—we find that in this case, as in every other,
“ the Lord ” only knew what it pleased his servant, the
writer, to put in his mouth, and that the impressive
introductory words, “ Know of a surety,” add no weight
to the prediction ascribed to him.

Assuming, however, the sojourning in Egypt to be a
fact, we find from certain passages in the sacred narra-
tive that Joseph was thirty-nine years old when Jacob
and his family came to live in Egypt, and that he lived
to the age of a hundred and ten (Gen. xli. 46, 53 ; xlv. 6 ;
1 22). The Israelites had, therefore, perfect freedom
for 71 years ; for it was not until after the death of
this patriarch that their servitude and “ affliction ” com-
menced. Hence, the duration of the alleged oppression
could not have been more than a century at the outside,
if so long, and “ the Lord,” in predicting a period of
affliction extending over 400 years, was very wide of

the mark indeed. Abracadabra.v

Sambo’s Prayer.

Yo’ say itain't no good to pray?
It’s coz yo’ doan pray right.

Jes’ pray de way yo’ oughter pray,
An’ pray wiv all yo’ might.

Doan ask de Laud to guv yer tilings,
But ask him to lie'p yo’,

He'p yo’, yo'self, to git de things,
An’ he will pull yo’ froo.

Jes’ ask in humbleness of spi't,

An’ yo'll git w’at yo’ ask to git.

1 prayed inyse’f fo’' free long' weeks
Wiv 1110s’ tremendous viggah :

“ Lawd, sen’ a chick’1, Ol1, good Lawd !
To dis 1110s' hungry niggali.

Oh, sen’ a chick’'n, Laud, be quick "
But de good Laud didn’ quick’1,

An’ though | wrastled long In pray’r
1 nevail see no chick’'n.

I didn’t pray right, 1 wasted bref,

An’ so 1almos’ starved to def.

“Qil, sen’ a chick’'n, Lau d, to me,”
1 prayed wiv tears an’ plead’ll’;
“0On, sen’ achick'n, Lawd, an’ lieali
Thy servant’s interced'n’.”

But w’en 110 chick’n come, | prayed,
My heart wiv sorrer strick’n :

“ Sen’ me, oh, sen’ dis niggah, Laud,
Qil, sen’ him to a chick’'n.”

Yo’ say it ain’'t no good to pray ?

Wa-al—we had chick’n-pie ilex’ day.

—fudge. Sam Walter Foss.

To be wise we must first learn to be happy, that we may
attach ever smaller importance to what happiness may be in
itself. We should be happy as long as possible, and our
happiness should last as long as is possible ; for those who
can finally issue forth from self by the portal of happiness
know infinitely wider freedom than those who pass through
the gate of sadness....... Moreover, there is in happiness a
humility deeper and nabler, purer and wider, than sorrow can
ever procure. There is a certain humility that ranks with
parasitic virtues, such as sterile self-sacrifice, arbitrary
chastity, blind submission, fanatic renouncement, penitence,
false shame, and many others, which have from time im-
memorial turned aside from their course the waters of human
morality, and forced them into a stagnant pool, around which
our memory still lingers...... there exists another humility that
extends to all things, that is lofty and strong, that has fed Qil
all that is best in our brain and our heart and our soul.......
We must be happy, not for happiness’ sake, but so that we
may learn to see distinctly that which vain expectation of
happiness would for ever hide from our gaze.—Maeterlinck's
“ Wisdom and Destiny,"
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Dr. Keeling’s Rejoinder.

It appears to me useless to prolong the controversy
between Mr. Cohen and myself, unless before a court of
experts. If this could be assembled, | should be only
too glad to leave my case in their hands ; probably my
critic would submit his with equal confidence. In the
meantime, assertion and denial from either side contri-
bute little towards a satisfactory issue, seeing that
neither disputant is entitled to speak with authority.
Several of the points which have been raised are un-
suitable for newspaper discussion, and | am not
surprised at the hint about brevity from the Editor a
fortnight ago. The reply from Mr. Cohen in the Free-
thinker fox February 19 is just as open to attack as his
previous articles. A careful reading of it has disclosed
no new point, and to go over the ground again would
be wearisome and profitless.

It is clear that Mr. Cohen’s view of Theism differs
greatly from mine. With much respect, | submit that he
has scarcely yet grasped the conception of Theism held
by many of the best scientists and thinkers of the day,
nor does he appear to me to realise how greatly the
physical Materialism of former days has been modified
by modern biology. Had he done so, | scarcely think
he would have compared, in any sense whatever, the
profound knowledge relative to living and non-living
matter of Professor Beale, with such as “ the man in the
street ” may be supposed to have. To my personal
knowledge, Dr. Beale has been occupied in laborious and
successful investigation for the last forty-five years, and
any conclusion he has arrived at is received with the
utmost respect by men of science.

Contrary to Mr. Cohen, I contend that science is
perpetually engaged in inquiring into the causes of
phenomena, as well as into any relations which pheno-
mena may have amongst themselves. Science insists
on physical causes for physical phenomena, and will have
her atoms, molecules, and ether, her matter and force,
idealists notwithstanding. If anyone doubt this, let him
ask the first chemist or physicist he meets. For modern
use, the word “ phenomenon ” has'been dug out of that
very bed of metaphysics which it is the passing fashion
to depreciate. It is very old, and was first used by the
Greeks 2,500 years ago ; it simply means appearance.
If we are to be satisfied with appearances only, if we
come to the conclusion that there is no reality behind
them, the whole domain of positive knowledge (includ-
ing the knowledge of our personal existence) is threat-
ened, as has been shown over and over again All,
then, is appearance only ; nothing is real ; we shrink to
shades in a world of shadows. | cannot understand
how so staunch a Materialist as Mr. Cohen can be a
mere phenomenalist. It seems to me to be far harder
than for a scientist to be also a Theist. But | see the
frown of the Editor, and must not enlarge. Any reader
who cares to look into the subject further will find it
fully treated in chap. iii. of Quatro.

Mr. Cohen sets me another conundrum in the shape
of “ wetness,” as a quality of water. But water may be
solid, and perfectly dry; or invisible and scarcely wet at
all, in the shape of super-heated steam. | think he must
have a bet on to catch me tripping, for he knows, just
as well as 1 do, that wetness and dryness, sweetness
and coldness, softness, smoothness, hardness, color,
shape, taste, etc., are qualities which do not exist for
any individual until certain phenomena relative to each
of them have been operated on by a perceiving and
concept-forming nerve-area. Try giving an idc” of
sounds to a child born deaf, or of colors to one Born
blind, or try a sightless child on the position, shape, and
size of external objects, without letting him use his
sense of touch. The point is most clearly seen in the
sense of vision, but for all the senses the rationale is the
same (see the diagrams in my third chapter). Of course,
when the concept is once acquired, nerve-energy is not
wasted in forming it afresh every day of our lives ; it is
relegated to memory and association ; but every child
has to go through the long process of forming and
storing its own conceptions of what we carelessly call
“ qualities.” Careful mothers probably very soon get
the idea of“ wetness” into an infant’s mind.

Another very tempting opening is offered by the
remarks of my critic on the office and limitations of
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man's " consciousness.” But | must refrain, and conten
myselr with a short conclusion.

| have heard my friend Mr. Cohen describe man a
“a religious animal.” Such, | believe, he has alway-
and everywhere been, is at present, always will be, an
much to his advantage. From the Secularist’s point O
view this is rank heresy ; yet the experience and obser
vation of a long life, much of it passed among sceptics,
has convinced me that it is true. Mr. Cohen is
ardent and highly talented advocate of Secularism, an®
so long as he thinks this the best way of doing_ g°°.
he is bound to pursue it. My life’s work consists >
helping the sick and injured— also a way of doing goca'
It matters little what theory a man holds so long as t
practical rule of his life is—be good and do g°° '
Whether the rule came first from Confucius, GotanRb
or Christus, or whether, long before their time, itw ~
gradually formulated by social necessity, is really ~
little consequence. It is the best outcome we have
yet from man’s imperfect but improving nature, and
good fellows can help it on and exemplify it, no mat
what their creed, nor though they have none. >u”
think man’s religion will help him ; here, and the VO ©
over. The tiger is not yet out of him ; he is a fighting'
as well as a religious, animal ; as brutal in his spot 1
his battles, his race for money and power, as he o*
has been in his religion. The much-vaunted sociology
of our day is simply the latest phase of an ameliorati
which, in despite of halt and stoppage, has been slow
advancing ever since man appeared on the pmn
According to many, religion has been, and ever win ’
a powerful factor in promoting human improveme j
the attempt to eliminate it is, in my humble opinion»”
vain an enterprise as would be the effort to extirp
conscience. Much has been said and written to Pro
how injurious religion is ; it is surely not necessary”™
say how ample is the record on the other side.
have only to open our eyes and look about us. 1® m
me to give a small illustration. In the city of Shet 1
there are just now two fresh benevolent schemes™
foot, both of which are taxing my time and energy ~
an extent which has left, to my regret, only a reran
for Mr. Cohen. One of these schemes is for a mI »
needed hospital extension, and ~20,000 is require
carry it out. Within three weeks £ 7,000 has
promised to me alone, every penny of it from profes *
Christians, and | have not the slightest doubt tha
per cent, of the whole will be given by men and .
whose life and conduct is largely influenced by re I?rOlli
People engaged in benevolent work, entirely apart
church and chapel building, know well where to j
for help and sympathy. To my thinking, it willbi* *
day for sociology when its present Christian cleme
eliminated. ., tjje

That is partly why | advocate Theism, to my nuliC
best and purest form of religion ; that is also P™g
why, as | imagine (if the Editor will pardon a ling™"™d
and perhaps absurd notion), that room has been gra
for its incongruous appearance in the pages ofaj°l
devoted to other objects. | can only thank hup ,
more, and most heartily, for his courtesy and i'iF t
tiality. There can be nothing but gain from the ,
and fullest “ freethinking ” on every subject which
cerns man : as | believe, a day will come when muC’'~ 1
is now in conflict will be harmonised, and when f,
wonder how it was that we disputed so long and vl» g
ously. Mr. Cohen and | part, as we began, friends-
is a treat to meet so capable and courteous an an ‘NO
nist. Some day, possibly, the Editor will permit uSp”iriy
to cross swords, and then perhaps it will be j
demonstrated that ethics, morality, religion, justice»

mercy, are a mere development of nebular gas.
James Hurd KeeU"™-

Any reader wishing to see Qucero can obtain itas peeradvert

ment,T

How to Help Us.

(1) Get your newsagent to take a few copies of the Frednill
and try to sell them, guaranteeing to take the cop|L
remain unsold. ur

(2) Take an extra copy (or more), and circulate it among' -
acquaintances.

(3) Leave a copy of the Freethinker now and then in the
car, or the omnibus.

tranr U9
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Book Chat.

< IK V Vth a PurPosc are usually very unsatisfactory, and

tottifis tnPar's<b Marianne_Farnin%liam, is no exception
an [_rue- rhe author has an intense horror of militarism,
stiion  1? many worthy people, she invites the popular super-

this , tObolster up her case. So far as the technical parts of
skilflAd are concerned, the author deserves credit. She

"caves the whole of her material into a presentable
But pp >wUh the thread of romantic love running through it.
than m-aT*10r ev* Hentglintends that her story should do more
calvte, 7.amuse and interest the reader, and she hysteri-

Czar a's'he “War against War ” of Mr. Stead’s friend, the
"as a new gospel.

is actf’i Jot doubt her sincerity, nor question that she
the rgi , "y excellent motives ; but she fairly takes
historv f Br'S breath away by her attempt to evolve
Prefato r°m #er *nner consciousness. Notwithstanding her
abso,”™ announcement that the descriptions of the battles are
°nef ) [ruei her accounts are so crammed with errors that
SmieOfu « ai Baron Munchausen must have supplied her with
allow t|1ns "absolute truth.” It isa real pity that she should
have boleS° mistakes to disfigure what would otherwise
cationsen a. most readable and interesting story. Such publi-
ofther V .Isdo far more harm than good, and justify some
~mincri CISm ™ bich is directed against reformers. If Miss
helped th " #tad exercised sufficient care, she might have
ridade- 1C heace Crusade considerablk/, instead of bringing

a movement which has always commanded the

* ance of Rationahsts.

e"M?%SI(’)Sf \? e°r™e blewnes (Limited? will shortly issue an

at (le | _r- Gladstone’s Impregnable Rock of I1olv Scripture

\olu ", Pnce °f sixpence. This republication of a silly

d Reply f aiake Mr. Foote’s rejoinder, The Grand Old Hook:
1 Othe Grand Old Man, once more topical.

(i behalft™?0L ~°beh proves himself a life-long enthusiast
and (_]LI' °* Janies Thomson. He has just published a new
fW ITor edition at three-and-sixpence of The City of

p Iffht, and Other Poems. There has long been a
Price,  ‘jraa edition of Thomson’s masterpiece at a modest
Py a , !ls very pretty little volume will satisfactorily
ron g§* ren want. It contains a representative selection
Hie beunf-rs?n s Poetry, and includes much of his best work.
bcharmte  ?ve stot% ot “ Wiéettitehand Om-el-Bonain,” the
iHBinpst  ‘fS idylls “ Sunday up the River” and “ Sunday at
"ary Op'| ! "The Naked Goddess,” “ In the Room,” anu
i - o finesk lyiies, are Adenddti e EORTEINS B Hhis
jWtion, if" Bertram Dobell himself writes the intro-
uMmptation P bas modestly forborne the characteristic
llsyveru . °f the average editor, to draw out the thread of
Prefttor S0 ARER than the staple of His-stBject= and his

emarks are short, compendious, yet interesting.
>Ehwo |, * * *
/k<Ssrs. m. luSerald will soon become a popular poet.

¢ (yat ~atblan will shortly include s version of the
reagufy §Criggq,rKhayyam in the world-renowned “ Golden

< Uis ful
e-,.WestnL 10.5¢call ‘bat, until recently, Omar’s reputation
ndar . j-'Pended mainly upon his revision of the Persian
ﬂMarmtiC' 16 unexpected hlas happened,.and.nawadays.the
°f ﬁi’lmd bas bggﬁ eclipsed é)ﬁhe poet. The en)éyclo—
=gberriaf: alﬁ Sears ago used to devote columns to Omar’s
ﬂgrtsz Fe <s>and-dismiss-irr-a-line or two_his poetical
Gs Apl f"?OPl have seen Omar;s algebraical master-
&ditith, Hewever, was published aP Paris in 1851.

VeSS * * *

pJ™°n of Nacrnillan and Co. publish this week a sixpenny

N'ned O ennyson’s poetry. The volume, which is nicely

vat"Or'uin."°|  PaPcri_contains the early poems and “ In

711, also -TL Wil e fdilewféd very dieHily by a seeepd

Ger . Mauj ” slxPface, which will include the later poems

r-bo(jy's *  This will bring Tennyson’s verse within
each, and should prove widely acceptable.

thlV-1/f
{H "atiOn™MT Guide for March maintains the reputation of
I'e Usual monthly. It contains some capital articles
rioti'trde\vs u..,.suPply of well-written paragraphs.  Mr.
*aDnalVe it»,,1be Need of a Religion ” is perhaps the most
f'estveln 1 ~r- Gould’'s “ Let Us Not Pray” is in his

b'bal

meeting some years ago an old fogey,
aur i/ : “Thou 1 a ee'rlain pitch, gave vent to the following
Mary naries a bast been very bountiful this year unto us,

Jsaj's tha't R b, and our barns right to the top ; but our
you\e played the witch with the potatoes.”
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Correspondence.

A MATTER OF SCIENCE.
TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.”

Sir,— In Mr. Cohen’s article in the Freethinker for February
19, page 115, there is a scientific blunder of so serious a kind
that it ought not to be allowed to pass unnoticed. Mr. Cohen
writes : “ The appearance and behavior of a chemical com-
pound is essentially due to the combination of the factors, not
to their qualities added together ; just as wetness, which is not
a property of either oxygen or hydrogen, is a property of the
combination ofthe two.” This is quite a mistake. Wetness
is a quality of many fluids, and all, or nearly all, the elements
are capable of existing as fluids. Not only can both oxygen
and hydrogen exist in the fluid state, but they are then wet
bodies. True, in the synthesis of water the electric spark is
for convenience passed through the mixture of oxygen and
hydrogen in the gaseous state ; but it is not true that the
wetness of the resulting water is due to its combination, but
to the accident that water isa fluid at the temperature of the
air. Raise the temperature of the water, and it becomes a
gas, though the combination remains the same ; lower the
temperature of the gas, and it becomes a solid. Mr. Cohen
then goes on to point out that mind is due to, or the product
of, an “amalgamation.” This is truly funny. One feels a
wish to comfort the writer, if he would not think it ill-natured,
with the assurance that all our heads are not made of pewter.
And to the excellent Freethinker I would proffer a word of
kindly advice—let it look to its science.

W. W. Strickland, B.A., Trin. Col., Cam.

Profane Jokes.

Near Abertillery there lived until lately a well-to-do farmer,
a strange old character. Places of worship being then
scarce, religious services were held in private houses, and
often they met in the commodious kitchen of the old farm-
house. After one of his sermons the minister asked old J.
what he thought of it. “Well, indeed, Mr. L.,” he replied
quickly, “you preached devilish good, I thought.” Some time
after he said to the minister : “ Mr. L., | want you to baptise
our Mary.” *“ But,” queried Mr. L., “ does she believe----- ”
“ Bfelieve I” he interrupted; “why, the d----- fool is silly
enough to believe anything.”

The following took place in a chapel near Caerphilv. It
was a meeting of members only, and John----- , who had been
a wild cove up to his conversion a month before, was being
catechised by one of the deacons, previous to being initiated a
full member. “ Well, John, you confess to being a sinner?”
“Yes,” John replied meekly, “ 1 am.” “You’ll admit, John,
that you are a great sinner?” “Yes, | know it,” rather
shamefacedly. “ Well, now then, John, can you say that you
are thegreatest sinner in the meeting?” John straightened
up, glanced around the audience, and, shaking his head
doubtfully, said : “ 1 don’t know ; there are some old cards
here.”

In the wilds of the Brecknockshire mountains there lived
an old couple who earned their livelihood by making besoms,
which the old woman would take around the country for
milcs to sell. Being informed, by chatting with the old
woman, that her husband was laid up for some time, the
parish clergyman and a doctor determined to visit their lonely
cot. Having chatted awhile with them, they were astonished
to find how ignorant the old couple were, and, after a remark
by the cleric about the great darkness they were in, the old
man, misunderstanding, said : “ Yes, it is very dark here, for
every time a pane breaks in the window our Peggy will stuff
rags in it, until, indeed, we can’t sec much unless the door is
open.” Questioned as to whether he had heard of Jesus Christ
the Savior, he replied Jesus Christ, Jesus Christ”; but,
failing to remember any person of that name, he continued :
“Well, no, 1 can’'t say | have ; but there, ask our Peggy ; |
dare say she do know him, because she do travel so much.”

Friendly Relations.

The Rev. Dr. Meredith, a well-known Brooklyn clergy-
man, tries to cultivate friendly relations with the younger
members of his flock. In a recent talk to his Sunday-school
lie urged the children to speak to him whenever they met.

The next day a dirtv-faced urchin, having a generally
disreputable appearance, accosted him in the street with
“ How do, Doc ?”

The clergyman stopped, and cordially inquired : “ And who
arc you, sir?”

“1I'm one of your little lambs,” replied the boy, affably.
“ Fine day.”

And, tilting his hat to the back of his head, he swaggered
off, leaving the worthy divine speechless with amazement.—

I Philadelphia Post.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday,
and be marked “ Lecture Notice,” if not sent on post-card.]

LONDON.

The Athenaeum Hall (73 Tottenham Court-road, W .): 7.30,
G. W. Foote, “ Good Lord Deliver Us.”

Bradlaugh Club and Institute (36 Newington Green-road,
Ball's Pond): 8.30, Grand Display of Animated Photographs and
Talkograph.”

Camberwell (North Camberwell Hall, 16 New Church-road) :
Every Saturday, at 7.30, Debating Class and Social Club. 7,
Entertainment and Dance.

East London Ethical Society (Bow Vestry Hall, Bow-road,
E.) : 7, Mrs. A. Thurston, “ Chivalry.”

South London Ethical Society (Surrey Masonic Hall, Cam-
berwell New-road, S.E.): 10.43, Discussion on "Our Criminals
and their Punishment,” opened by Mrs. Bradlaugh Bonner; 7,
Mrs. Gilliland Husband, " Life and Death.”

West London Ethical Society (Kensington Town Hall): n,
Stanton Coit, “ The Personality of Jesas Christ.”

West London Secular Club (13 Edgware-road): A Parlia-
ment every Tuesday at 8: Mr. Claremont, “ The Evidence of
Physiology.” March 8, at 9, Meeting of West London Branch—e
important business.

Westminster Secular Society (Grosvenor Arms,
street): 7.30, W. J. Ramsey, “What Christians Believe.”

Open-air Propaganda.
11.30, Messrs. Heaford, Edwards,

Page-

Battersea Park Gates:
Pack, and Ramsey.
Hyde Park (near Marble Arch): 11.30, C. Davis.

COUNTRY.

Chatham Secular Society (Queen’s-road, New Brompton) :
2.45, Sunday-school; 7, Stanley Jones, " Religious Systems of
the World.”

Derby Branch (Central Hotel, Market-place): 7, W. H.
Fletcher, "Apathy.”
Failsworth: F. Morgan, Dramatic recital. March 8, C.

Cohen, " Is there a Life Beyond the Grave ?”

Glasgow (Lecture Hall, no Brunswick-street): J. M. Robert-
son— 11.30, “ The Evolution of the God Idea” ; 2.30,“ Imperialism
v. Social Reform”; 6.30, “ The Truth About the Reformation.”

Great Yarmouth Freethinkers' Association (Freethinkers’
Hall, bottom of Broad-row). Thursdays, at 8.30, Elocution Class.
7,J. W. de Caux, J.P., " Some Prophecies Concerning Christ.”

Leicester Secular Club (Humberstone-gate): 6.30, Anni-
versary of the Opening of the Hall.

Liverpool’ (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square): C. Cohen—3,
"Christianity and Medical Science”; 7, "Christianity and the
Jews.”

Manchester Secular Hall (Rusholme-road, All Saints): 7,
E. Evans, “ Meat and Milk : How they may Produce Disease ”
— with lantern illustrations.

Porth, South Wales (i12 Birch Grove,
thought organisation.

Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockingham-
street): 7," Life and Events in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth "— with
lantern illustrations.

South Shields (Captain Duncan’s Navigation School, Market-
place): 7.30, A Reading.

Wigan (Dog and Partridge Hotel): 6.30, Mr. Tong.

Porth): 2,30, Free-

Lecturers’ Engagements.

C. Cohen, 17 Osborne-road, High-road, Leyton.— March 5,
Liverpool; 8, Failsworth ; 12, Liverpool ; 18, 19, and 20, Stanley;
26, Sheffield.

Il. Percy Ward, 5 Alexandra-road, Edgbaston, Birmingham.
— March 5, Chester; 12, Chester; 26, Birmingham. April 16,
Glasgow.

POSITIVISM.

“Reorganisation, without god or king, by the systematic
worship of Humanity."

Information and publications on the Religion of Humanity
may be obtained free from Mr. Malcolm Quin, Church of
Humanity, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

THE ADULT.

An UnconventionalJournal. Edited by Henry Seymour.

Price 3d, by post 4d

Contents for March :(—The Sexuality of Matter, by R.
Park, M.D.; Sex and Diet, by Sophie Lepper; A Quaint Old
Book, by James Platt; The Custom of Marriage, by Dora F.
Kerr; The Guernsey Market Scheme, by G. B. De Bernardi ;
An Open Letter to the Home Secretary, with Portrait of Mrs.
Maybrick, by the Editor; Polygamy from a Muslim Standpoint,
by W. H. Abdullah Quilliam.

London : The Bijou Press : 51 Arundel-square.
Wholesale: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.
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PECULIAR PEOPLE

AN OPEN LETTER

TO

MR. JUSTICE WILLS

ON HIS SENTENCING

Thomas George Senior
To Four Months' Imprisonment with Hard Lab™

FOR OBEYING THE BIBLE.

BY

G. W. FOOTE.

Issued by the Secular Society (Ltd.), 376-7 Strand, Lond°n

Price One Penny.

Copies can be obtained for free distribution at 2s. per hUI™N~Ng
Gratis parcels of copies can be obtained by N. S. S. Bran ~
&c., by applying to Miss Vance, Secretary, 376-7 Strand, Lon
W .C., or to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

~THE BEST BOOK

ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM 1S, | BELIEVE,
TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND PRACTICE
OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.S.S.

160 pages, with portrait and autograph, bound i?i cloth, gilt Ic/e "
Price is., post free. nN

In order to bring the information within the reach of the p°0Oj’ ]I2
most important parts of the book are issued in a pamphleto
pages at one penny, post free 2d. Copies of the pamphlc

distribution is. a dozen post free. W {r.

The National Reformer of September 4, 1892, say-s: f,10
Holmes’ pamphlet....... is an almost unexceptional statement js
Neo-Malthusian theory and practice....... and throughout ilU,e to
to moral feeling....... The special value of Mr. Holmes’ serv is

the Neo-Malthusian cause and to human well-being £®I'7 of tbe

just his combination in his pamphlet of a plain statement u,t

physical and moral need for family limitation with a plain a

of the means by which it can be secured, and an offer to a

cerned of the requisites at the lowest possible prices.” > pr.
The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysda >

Allbutt, and others, have also spoken of it in very high term-’ jofi(
The trade supplied by R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, L

E.C. Other orders should be sent to the author,

J. R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAGE, BER* ’

11 H 1 H 3]
W. J. Rendell s “ Wife’s Friend
Recommended by Mrs. Besant in Law of Population, p- 2((L'Ja
Dr. Allbutt in Wife's Handbook, p. 51. Made ONLY at jlICiic>
Chadwell-street, Clerkenwell; 2s. per doz., post free (re

in larger quantities). For particulars send stamped envelof

Important Caution. A

Beware of useless imitations substituted by some deale(fe(C,

chemists, the words “ Rendell & Co,” and “J. W. Re" jjblio
)eing speciously and plausibly introduced to deceive the pl

Look for Autograph Registered Trade Mare

No. 182,688-

In Red Ink on each box, without which none are

Higginson’s Syringe, with Vertical and Reverse Current, 3 poUl
4s. 6d., and 5s. 3d. Dr. Palfrey's Powder, is. 2d. Quin\BI.
pound, is. 2d. Dr. Allbutt’s Quinine Powders, 3s. perc
prices post free. .

W. J. RENDELL, 15 Chadwell-st., Clerkenwell»E’

QTANTON, the People’s Dentist, 333 Strand (opposite -

p House).— TEETH on VULCANITE, 2s. 6d. each”™oP”"
lower set, (1. Best Quality, 4s. each ; upper or ‘“/efnfi<
Completed in four hours when required ; repairing or " e

in two hours. If you pay more than the above, they ~ 155"’
charges. Teeth on platinum, 7s. 6d. each ; on 18 ct. K
stopping, 2s* 6d, ; extraction, is. ; painless by gas, 5s-

(o
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Now Ready.

Ingersoll's Grand Nei Lecture

ON

STITION

Which is attracting immense audiences in America.

Forty-eight Pages.

Price Sixpence.

LONDON : R. FORDER, 28 STONECUTTER-STREET, E.C.

rcead ,
" Ir Pest 2}4d.; yearly subscription (including’ Supple- Works by Colonel R. G. Ingersoll.
mcnts), 2s. 8d.
Some Mistakes of Moses. Is Suicide a Sin? 2d.
The only complete edition in  Last W ords on Suicide. 2d.
England. Accurate as C0- God and tiie State. 2d.
and rationalist review lenso, and fasm_natlng as & Wijy am | an Agnostic?
novel. 132 pp., is.; superior Part I. 2d.
0 The March Number Contains:— paper, cloth, is. 6d. Why am i an Agnostic?
Defence of Freetiiought. Part Il. 2d.
ﬁq'@"bry ForwAarld themgy%;?éﬁ;lés Logzg::'am A Five Hours’ Speech at the Fgaitii and Fact. Reply to
g Trial of C. B. R Ids f i
ATheict it a Reli“»on. By Herbert Flowerdew. Blrellzphoemy 6d eynolds tor Dr. Field. —2d.
ietllsy Date. By Amos Waters. : : God and Man. Second reply
2 F. J. Gould. Shakespeare. 6d. to Dr. Field. 2d.
f ﬁﬁ#‘é Iﬁ E%Feurgis T he Gods. 6d. T he Dying Creed. 2d.
|er I~ questtigming T he Holy Bible. 6d. The Limits of Toleration.
N"i@sArnOFyrrhonlst Reply to Gladstone. With A Discussion with the Hon.
bhﬁ Ribiy Jriger Q.4 1 nh'l'elgrtarlllﬁ/cs a Biography byj. M. Wheeler. \';\/.oz.dfcoortr]jder;dand Gov. S. L.
-odomjottlngs 4d. : : o
loutontheGospeIStory R?:Saorgis;aﬁiﬂn?mg/\ E{“;eply ng Household of Faitii.
Hsense Chr . : . _
él gla gm Crimes against Criminals. Art and Morality. 2d.
’\tlonal— .fllngs (gleaned from the Religions Press). Do | Blaspheme ? 2d
Hie In IFe Magazines. 33 g Sy
Gil ot E rSe" O ration on Walt W hitman. Trée Clerz%y and Common
(o] now'et'Se 30 ense. .
" atts Si Co., 17, Johnson’'s-court, Fleet-street, E.C. Oration on Voltaire. 3d. Social Salvation. 2d.
Abraiiam Lincoln. 3d. Marriage and Divorce. 2d.
" . . Paine the Pioneer. 2d. Skulls. 2d. )
Humanity's Debt to Tiiomas 1 iie Great Mistake, id.
laterialism  versus  Theism. e Groar Mistare.
Ernest Renan and Jesus Myth and Miracle, id.
Christ. 2d. Real Blasphemy, id.

Three Philanthropists.

@p- Conen-and Dr. Keeling T nimn s, 20, Eoee o Wi,

Love the Redeemer. 2d. Creeds and Spirituality, id.
nthT/'?2:RO” which has given rise to the recent dis- London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.
com, ."titled c ?tl\ﬂaner between the above gentlemen, can
Man "ling sH" § et *f Wiarch, by werittan application, Price 3d., by post 4d.,
M essi™Ver- postEl&c Ghc only charge), to the . .
)
and” Francts. "Red”" Eibn-Gourt The Secularist’s Catechism.

< ¢ niQ.
tm

c°njng riin' *35 been prolonged because, owing to the book An Exposition qf_SecuIar Prin_ciples, showing' their Relation to
es. It Of print, there has been some delay in supplying the Political and Social Problems ofthe Day.

By CHARLES WATTS.

. London : Charles Watts, 17 Johnson's-court, Fleet-street, E.C.
'I'h Price 3d., by post 4d.,

e Ocular Almanack for 1899 Thwaites’ Household Doctor.
THE BEST BOOK

to have by you whenever you are not as well as you would like
to be. Within its pages you will find aTreati.se on most Diseases,
and how to Cure them with Herbs, which are Nature’s Remedies.

Price Sixpence—Post Free.

G. THWAITES, 2 Church-row, Stockton-on-Tees.

List of Prices Free,
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NOW READY, STOUT PAPER COVERS,

Is.; CLOTH, 2s.

THE BOOK OF GOD

IN THE LIGHT OF THE HIGHER CRITICISM.

With Special

Reference to Dean Farrar's New Apology.

By G. W. FOOTE.

Contents:— Introduction—The Bible Canon—The Bible and Science—Miracles and Witchcraft—The Bible and

thought—Morals and Manners—Political and Social

Church of England—An Oriental Book— Fictitious Supremacy.

SOME PRESS OPINIONS

Progress— Inspiration—The Testimony of Jesus—The Bible and*’

‘A volume we strongly recommend......... Ought to be in the hands of every earnest and sincere inquirer."— Reynolds’ Ne9Spepef

If

der.

" Mr. Foote, the leader of English Secularism, takes the Dean’s eloquence to pieces, and grinds the fragments to powi
occasionally, a seventeenth-century bluntness startles the reader of Mr. Foote’s criticisms, his style, as a whole, is characterisgg \/\
a masculine honesty and clearness that form a refreshing contrast to Dr. Farrar’s over-jewelled diction......... Mr. Foote’s treatmen
the Dean is as skilful as it is emphatic.”— Ethical World.

“ A style at once incisive, logical, and vivacious......... Keen analysis and sometimes cutting sarcasm

novels. '— Literarv Guide.

LONDON :

Lot 1

Suit Length.

Dress Length.

Gent’s Umbrella.
Lady’s Umbrella.

Pair Curtains.

Fur Necktie.

All for 2is., carr. paid.

[N N TN

Lot 5.
40 yds. of Remnants ; suitable
for children’s dresses; all for 21s.,
carr. paid.

Lot 6.
1Very Fine Worsted or West
of England Suit Length ; for 21s,,
carr. paid.

Lot 7.
Blankets.
Sheets.

Quilt.
Rugs. Mats.
Curtains.

All for 2is., carr. paid.

Lot 8.

1 Man's Overcoat.
1 Small Boy’s Overcoat.
For 21s., carr. paid.

WINTER SALE

Lot 2 Lot 3.
Gent's Scarboro' Mackin-
tosh. Worth 35s. 3 Pairs of Trousers. Made
Lady’'s Paddock Mackin- to Measure. Worth
tosh. Worth 2is. 12s. 6d. per pair.

State Lengths.
All for 2is.

All for 21s., carr. paid.

READ THIS.

X stands for Try and for Free ClothinglTea :
Shall we send you a free sample lot?

Recollect, when you've found it the best that could be,
That you had it from J. W. Gott.

It is sold at two shillings and fourpence a pound.
If twenty-five pounds you will use,

Gott will give you in clothing, well fitting and sound,
A Costume or Suit as you choose.

Agents Wanted Everywhere,

SEND AT ONCE FOR CONDITIONS 6- TERMS.

NEW SUMMER GOODS.

Patterns now ready, and will he sent to any address on
receipt of Post Card.

Ab. testing sample of Free Clothing Tea enclosed
in each Winter Sale Parcel.

R. FORDER, 28 STONECUTTER-STREET,

.......... More interesting than

E.C.

Lot 4.
in
2 Very fine Dress Leng 'jcy
Serge, Cashmere, Alp»ca’ jj.-ilri
Figure Scotch Tweeds, o 2js.,

Cloth ; any color; all 10
carr. paid.
Lot 9. dliori®
A Parcel of Boots or ' . #l

worth 30s. ; any size ors 3
for 2is., carr. paid.

Lot 10. With
11 yds. Finest Velvetee >, fjf
lining to match, fora ”
2is., carr. paid.

Lot 11 .
1 Pair Pure Wool Blalp!ées
1 Pair Large Bedsheef”
1 Beautiful Quilt. ableclot '
1 White or Colored I*

1lb. Free Clothing
All for 21s., carr. Pa

Lot 12.
1 Ready-made Suit, "
give chest and inside
sures ; for 21s., carr. Pa

,rtID&

JW.GOTT, 2 & 4, Union Street, Bradford.

Printed and Published by G. W. FOOTH, 28 Stonecutlgr-street, London, E.C.



