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THE CZAR'S PEACE MESSAGE.

( Continued from page 7Bit.)

Let usask whether the Czar is absolutely sincere in making
this proposal to Europe. No doubt this is an unpleasant
inquiry, but it cannot very well be avoided. As the world
goes, and especially in matters of international politics, it
is not wise to be too generous. A certain amount of
caution is necessary, or we may be led into a trap; and
when we are fooled and cheated it is no great consolation
to reflect that we are the victims of our own unsuspecting
innocence.

Mr. Stead, who has been perambulating Europe with a
view to collecting influential opinions on the Czar’s rescript,
assures us that Nicholas 1l. is a splendid young man, full of
the noblest humanitarian sentiments, and inspired by the
highest Christian ideals. This is all verygratifying in its way,
hut unfortunately Mr. Stead is not infallible. He is appar-
ently much influenced by his friend, Madame Novikoff, who
frequently amuses the Western world with her clover, if
cynical, apologies for Russian autocracy. His personal
pride was also flattered by the reception he once met with
at the court of St. Petersburg. There is no need to look
I°r more sinister reasons, although some of Mr. Stead s
critics insinuate that his laudation of the Czar and his
government may not be entirely disinterested.

What are the facts of the case with regard to Russia ?
Hospite the rigorous pross censorship, and the publication
of falso reassurances, it is beyond doubt that Russia has
very serious internal troubles. Education and tho silent
8oread of Western ideas are slowly but surely under-
mining tho Czar's despotism ; and if there were more large
centres of population it would be difficult to postpone con-
8titutional reforms for another ten or fifteen years. More-
°ver, there are a multitude of Jews in Russia, and although
they are persecuted and oppressed, and deprived as far as
Possiblo of educational advantages as woll as other rights
Or privileges of citizenship, they are in their way by no
means ineffective missionaries of liberalism. The various
heterodox sects are also a grave embarrassment to

authorities. Thoy have tho stolid tenacity of thoir race,
a'd thousands of them rejoice in martyrdom. The more
they are persecuted tho more they flourish. Their suffer-
Ings excito sympathy, and sympathy often leads to con-
version.  Moreover, the financial condition of Russia is
anything but satisfactory. Loans are more and more diffi-
cult to raise in the European money-markets. Even the
thrifty French peasant is tired of emptying his stocking

the benefit of tho “ dear ally.” Frenchmen are begin-
ning to see that tho alliance is one in which Russia stands
to gain everything and France nothing. Finally, thoro is
n° denying tho truth that Russia has plenty of hard
Work and harder problems before her in the far Ets'.
Lhe has extended herself at the expense of China, and
n« raised the anger, or at least the suspicion, of more
tllan one powerful rival. To use tho expressive if
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coarse language of the man in the street, she has bitten off
more than she can chew; and when a man’s mouth is full
he does not welcome a slap in the face. Russia requires
time to swallow and digest what she has obtained. She
needs peace above all things for the next few years. Were
she to get embroiled with England, her Pacific squadron
would soon be annihilated; she would be shut up in the
Baltic and the Black Sea, and forced into the position of a
land-locked power. Those who talk of her descent upon
India hardly know the facts of that military problem.
Even if she found allies, England might find allies too.
America is entering the sphere of international politics, and
Japan would be more or less than human if she did not
long to avenge the humiliation inflicted upon her by Russia
after the termination of her war with China.

We do not say it is a positive fact, but we say it is quite
conceivable, that the astute gentlemen who conduct Russia’s
diplomacy have deliberately humored the Czar in relation
to his peace manifesto, and that in their opinion it will
serve an excellent purpose if it only succeeds in gaining time.

We have now to face a far more painful consideration.
The Czar's manifesto is full of fine humanitarian senti-
ments, and we may be pardoned for asking why he does
not keep some of them for domestic consumption. Refor-
mation, if not charity, should begin at home. The majority
of the inhabitants of the civilised world would be delighted
to see the Czar make a beginning in his own dominions,
and amongst his eighty millions of subjects. Let him
order his government to cease persecuting and robbing the
Jews. Let him stop the blackening of the highways to
Siberia with melancholy processions of chained exiles,
guilty of no crime but loving liberty. Lethim put an end
to the brutal flogging of men, and the disgusting ill-treat-
ment of women, in Russian prisons. Let him arrest the
horrible harrying of the Stundists, and other heterodox
sects, whose honesty, industry, and peacefulness are un-
impeachable. Above all, when he invites delegates to a
Peaco Conference, with a view to the future abolition of
war, let him no longer imprison and torture simplo men
who love peace so well that they refuse to bear arms, or
do anything that might lead to the Killing of their fellow
men. The way in which these people are treated is simply
infamous. We have before us a pathetic and tragic little book
entitled Christian Martyrdom in Russia, issued by the Brother-
hood Publishing Co., London, and edited by the exile
Vladimir Tchertkoff, with a concluding chapter and lotter
by Count Leo Tolstoy. It deals mainly with the persecution
and sufferings of the Spirit-Wrestlers, who have many points
of affinity with tho Quakers. Here is an account of how
some of these Spirit-Wrestlers were treated, for refusing
to perform military service, in tho district of Gory :(—

“We visited Lebedeff and comrades who are in the
Ekaterinograd penal battalion ; besides these there are
eleven other men who have been enlisted recently. We
saw them by permission of the colonel, who asked us:
‘Where are you from, and what did you come here for I
We answered : * We came from the province of Tiflis to

visit our brethren.” He s%id: ‘Only relatives are
allowed to see the prisoners, and that only for a short
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time, not more than an hour.l And the meeting was
under restraint, but still, thank God, we were able to
know about their cruel and unmerciful punishments.
Their persecutors cut thorny rods, five or six in one
bundle. The men were laid down, and on each side of
them were placed drunken men, who began to flay them
like ferocious wild beasts which tear asunder meek,
gentle sheep. Each received thirty strokes. After this
they were placed in a solitary and cold cell for a day,
and the next day they were taken out and guns were
given to them, and thev were led out for drill. They
said, like Christians : ‘ We cannot fulfil what is against
God’'s commandment.” But, in spite of their answer,
they were again beaten and abused. After this drilling
came dinner-time for all the prisoners ; other prisoners
were fed well, but our brethren did not receive even
sufficient bread, and yet they were asked : ‘Are you
satisfied, or do you wish more V They, in their inno-
cence, said : ‘ Give us more bread.” But they received
instead—blows, such blows that they could hardly stand
on their feet.”

Cossacks were quartered amongst these inoffensive people
in tho village of Gorelese, and while the men were beaten,
flogged, and maimed, many of the women were tortured
and violated. Here is the relation of one woman in her
own words:—

“ Four of us—women—were going from Spaski to
Bogdanovka. On the road we were overtaken by a
hundred Cossacks, who brought us into Bogdanovka.
They there placed us in a coach-house, and then led us
out one by one into the yard. Then they stripped us in
the yard (throwing our skirts over our shoulders), and
flogged our bare bodies. In the yard stood some
Cossacks and many other people. There were only a
few of our own people. They flogged us so, you could
not count the strokes; two of them held us and four
flogged ! Three of us stood through it, but one they
dragged about so that she could not stand. We received
many insults.”

But why prolong this horrid recital 1 Count Tolstoy
answers for the truth of it all, and declares that everything
has been rejected which, although true, might seem an
exaggeration. G. W. FOOTE.

(To be continued.)

A FRESH PLEA FOR THEISM.

I £ there existed a common and well-understood agreement
concerning the precise meaning of tho language wo use,
controversy, particularly of the religious order, would
undergo a rapid and serious diminution. But while we
arc compelled to use language vdiich has had its associa-
tions formed by preceding generations to express the more
accurate knowledge of the present, our disputes must very
largely turn upon just what is meant, or ought to be meant,
by the words in use, and our duty to take care tho old
ideas are not read into the new knowledge in virtue of
our being compelled to use many of the old terms.

I have been Btrongly reminded of this “ quality of
polarisation,” to use Wendell Holmes’s phrase, possessed by
language after reading a book recently written by Dr.
Keeling,* late Professor of Gynaecology in tho University
College of Sheffield. Substantially, the book is a now plea
for Theism, and while claiming, as the object of tho work,
“ to find out, if possible, simply what science and reason
have to say,” Dr. Keeling does really go beyond the region
of science for the object of his investigation, and | hope to
show that the voice of reason is not by any means as
favorable to his argument as the .author imaginos.

Dr. Keeling’s position, as laid down in this book, may
be briefly summarised in the following two propositions :—
Accepting the doctrine of the relativity of knowledge,
that all we know, or can know, is the relations between
phenomena as represented in the human consciousness, it
is, nevertheless, held that there is outsido tho region of
sonse perception an unknown and unknowablo Reality of
which tho existing universe is an expression. Second, as
the known universo is but the expression of an underlying
reality, and as science cannot say by what combination of
matter and energy life and mind may be produced, we are
bound to assume that “ the Reality on which it (the
universe) depends must at least equal it,” in the sense of

* (Jva-ro: Some Questions in Matter, Intelligence, Energy, and
Evolution. (Printed for private circulation.)
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being an “ adequate and controlling intelligence,” which
leads to the conclusion that “ we have, in the orderly
harmony and endless adaptations of inorganic matter,
abundant evidence of the operation of intelligence, and
that the protoplasmic mind itself is but the exquisite and
crowning proof of such operation.”

I do not think it necessary here to follow the author’s
exposition of “ A Supreme Noumenon,” or his interesting
and instructive chapter on “ The Kinetics and Metakinetics
of a Brain-cell.” The doctrine therein laid down is not
strikingly unlike Spencer’'s “ Transfigured Realism,” and
does not materially affect the main point at issue
between a Theistic and Atheistic conception of evolution.
Theists and Atheists may both agree on something exist-
ing outside self as tho equivalent of changes in conscious-
ness, and yet disagree entirely when an attempt is made
to define its nature.

Nor do | see how the bare belief in an unknown and
unknowable Reality can help the Theistic case to any
appreciable extent. To be of any help whatever, this
assumed Reality must stand in some kind of causal relation
to the universo as we know it, and that, by the very terms
of the hypothesis, is impossible. Dr. Keeling himself
admits (p. 119) that this Reality cannot logically stand as
the cause of the universe; so that we, first of all, have to
assume that something exists of which we know nothing,
and then assume that it is the cause of existing pheno-
mena ; and, by imposing the relation implied by the term
“ cause,” entirely destroy its character as being independent
of all relations. Dr. Keeling tells us (p. 33) that the
human mind will not rest until it has attached tho net-
work of fact and circumstance to something which stands
“ ultimately in tho relation of origin or cause of all pheno-
mena.” But, as a matter of fact, we can predicate nothing
of the kind of any existence that is assumed outside the
region of phenomena. Tho term “causo” has validity
only within the range of experience, actual or possible; it
is a conception purely phenomenal in its origin and applica-
tion ; it exists only in connection with, and relation to, a
series, and tho author is acting in anything but a logical
manner—although he is misbehaving in good company—
in applying the term to a region which can never by any
possibility be brought within the limits of thought. And,
at best, Dr. Keeling’s position is a suicidal one. For, if it
be true that the mind craves for the establishment of
causal relations at each stage of its growth, the conception
of a first cause—admitting for a moment tho validity of
the phrase—does not fulfil the conditions it is created to
satisfy. If the mind rests content with that, a craving for
causal relations is not one of its essential characteristics, if
otherwise tho same unsatisfied craving still continues, and
all that has been done is to add one more link to tho chain
of causation.

Dr. Keeling says: "Science does not admit phenomena
without noumcna to account for them”; to which I reply
that the question of noumena is not a scientific question at
all. It belongs properly to metaphysics, and its presence
in modern thought is more or less a survival of that
scholasticism which has been so generally discarded.
Scienco is concerned with a classification of causal relations
among phenomena, not with the hypothetical oxistenco of a
non-causal, non-phenomenal being that really equals nothing
at all, and is absolutely valueless as an explanation of any-
thing. Tho essence of a scientific hypothesis is an identifi-
cation of two terms—first, “ The fact to bo explained, and
a fact by which it is explained ; second, that the latter fact
must be known to experience.”* The author’'s Reality
comes under neither head. It doe3 nothing, and explains
nothing. It removes no difficulty, it solves no problem-
No man finds ho has a clearer knowledge of tho world by
believing in it, or loses anything by giving it up. Itis
there to bolster up opinions hold in spito of scientific study>
not thoso suggested from its pursuit.

Dr. Keeling’s position is, as | have indicated, at bottom
a simple ono. It is that any scheme of evolution, to bo
adequate, must include intelligence as tho primal factor
in tho origination of the cosmic process. Now what
reason is there for assuming that intelligence lies at
the root of evolution, so to speak, instead of being a
product of tho evolutional process ] To my mind thcro is
only one reason, and Dr. Keeling gives but one— namely>
the inability of science to explain, at present, tho preciso

* Concepta of Modern Physic», by J. B. Stallo, p. 10C.
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manner in which life and mind have originated. We are
told “ science has decided that life always proceeds from
previous life.” But science has decided nothing of the kind.
All that has been decided is that, so far as experiment has
gone, living organisms have never been produced from non-
living material. Short of that qualification, the statement
is decidedly misleading. Again, the author asks the
Materialist: “ Can physical energy in any form originate
life 1 You have advanced no proof of it....... Take physical
energy in any form....... in none of these, and in no combi-
nation of them, has it hitherto been proved capable of
transforming non-living matter into living.” And what
then ?  Are wo to assume that science has said its last word
on this matter, and that what it is unable to demonstrate
under existing conditions of knowledge may never be demon-
strated, no matter how widely the boundaries of science
are extended 1 And even if that were the case, even if
we put on one side the great advance of biology and
chemistry, and the fact that a large number of products,
hitherto regarded as purely organic, arc now manufactured
by the chemist, would even that give logical strength to
the author's theory 1 Surely Dr. Keeling must see on
reflection that it is illogical to build the knowledge of A
upon the ignorance of B. All that the ignorance of B
proves is the ignorance of B. It can never demonstrate
the knowledge of his adversary. Yet this is substantially
tho kind of evidence upon which nine-tenths of the case
lor Theism rests—either the impossibility of disproving
statements concerning a matter which admits of neither
proof nor disproof, or the inability of science to explain
every step of the cosmic process from atom to man. The
very people who are ready to credit the most unprovable
theories, when advanced in the name of religion, demand
the most rigorous demonstration of everything advanced
in tho name of science. One may truthfully say that
Theism is only certain of an existence so long as there is
an asylum of ignorance for it to seek refuge in. It is the
unknown or unexplored portions of nature upon which the
Theist builds his case, the ignorance of man concerning
natural operations to which it appeals for support. It is,
therefore, in sheer self-defence that writers on behalf of
Theism dwell so largely upon tho limitations of scientific
knowledge, rather than devote tho space at their disposal
to an exposition of tho knowledge already acquired.

Tho following passage well illustrates a far from un-
common confusion existing as to the nature of life, and one
from which not even, as in the present instance, scientific
mon are altogether free. “ Hydrogen,” we aro told, “ pre-
serves its identity, whether blazing in the sun or buried in
a coal seam, or when just caught in tho test-tubes of a
chemist. Much tho samo is true of all the elements. Does
tho oxporimonter trace in his cruciblo or retort any spark
of intelligence in any of them 3 Whatever strength there
is in this argument would certainly make against its author,
as not being able to find intelligence in analysis would seem
to point to tho view that it3 presence is due to synthesis.
Did anyone ever imagine that you could discover life as a
chomist discntanglos an elomont from a complex product 1
If Dr. Keeling's view is correct that intelligence or life is
an elemental force, then one might hope to discover its
presenco by careful analysis; but if, on tho other hand,
life and intelligence aro not entities, but rosults of a com-
plex combination of forces, to look for the result apart
from the conditions upon which it depends is to mistake the
Materialistic viow in the first place, and to beg the whole
flnestion at issue in tho second. The most that the
Materialist contends is that life is duo to a combination or
synthesis of organs and functions working together in a
definito and coherent manner ; that there is no more reason
f°r assuming a thinking principle for mind than there is to
assume a vital principle for life, a muscular principle
to account for muscular contraction, or any of tho othor
“ principles,” “ affinities,” or “ spirits,” that the progress of
scienco has already destroyed. As Lewes said, the vital
force manifested by an organism may bo likened to tho
Mechanical force manifested by a machine ; and, although
“here is tho distinction to bo drawn that in the machine
there is a simple juxtaposition of parts, while in the organ-
IsM tho parts aro ovolved, still one may say that the life
Or intelligence of man is as much the sum of all the
energios Of tho organism as the driving force of an engine
13 the sum of tho mechanical forco generated by its
structure; and, therefore, to separate the body into its
Moments and ask, Whero is the lifo it manifested 1 is
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equal to asking in what part of an engine its driving power
resides. Obviously no amount of analysis can discover
that which is due alone to combination. True, we may not
be able to show the precise manner in which this combi-
nation is effected ; but the mere fact that the body can be
reduced to inorganic elements is, as far as it goes, evidenco
in favor of the Materialist's position, and he may reason-
ably hope that the fuller knowledge will come in time.

But, Dr. Keeling urges, “ you will never get anything
psychic out of the motions of matter.” Well, | suppose
there is a sense in which you can never get a product out
of its factors. It is impossible to get the taste of sugar of
lead out of its component parts, acetic acid and oxide of
lead; but no one doubts that all the properties of sugar of
lead are the result of its two factors, and not of the intro-
duction of some mysterious principle. A product is only
the appearance assumed by a number of agents in combi-
nation, and to deny the properties of the combination because
they cannot be traced in the factors, either separately or by
simple addition, is to lose sight of the meaning of causation,
in both its scientific and philosophic aspects.

There is, too, this additional presumption in favor of the
position of scientific Materialism. From gaseous nebuke to
crystal there is one long unbroken line of mechanical
causation. From protoplasm to man there is also a line of
natural causation that is being expressed more and more in
terms of matter and motion. Is it not, therefore, far more
reasonable to suppose that the passage from the inorganic
to the organic was achieved by purely mechanical methods;
that, as Huxley puts it, “ If it were given me to look
beyond the abyss of geologically recorded time to the still
more remote period when the earth was passing through
physical and chemical conditions which it can no more see
again than a man can recall his infancy, | should expect to
be a witness of the evolution of living protoplasm from not-
living matter,” than to say that just then there was super-
imposed upon a nature a mysterious force, the existence of
which is absolutely unprovable 1 In support of the former
view there is the fact that, just in proportion as science has
developed, its instruments perfected, and the range of its
investigations extended, tho reduction of cosmical pheno-
mena to problems of atomo-mechanics has taken place ; and
in support of the latter view nothing but the present limi-
tations of science can be urged— limitations which decrease
in extent with the passing of each generation.

C. Cohen.
(To be concluded.)

PONTO THE PIOUS.

Barry Pain says he once wrote to the Guardian about a
dog of his which never barked during hours of divine
service. Tho letter was not inserted, and the dog is dead.
Mr. Pain does not say so, but | happen to know. Also |
understand the editor would have liked to givo publicity
to this remarkable instance of reverential feeling, but had
some misgivings as to the absolute truth of the story.

The dumb creation, he knew, might be spiritually influ-
enced—as, for oxample, Balaam'’s ass, an illustration that
roadily occurred to him. But there was a tinge of
flippancy about Mr. Pain’s communication that robbed it
of vraisemblance. Consequently this earliest effort of budding
genius was but coldly received. As | have said, it never
saw the light.

The editor, however, was not in possession of all the

facts. Tho dog, | understand, was a legacy from a maiden
aunt. It was left to Mr. Pain for his strict veracity at
school. That reputation for truthfulness Mr. Pain retained

until induced to embark in literary pursuits. The maiden
aunt trained tho dog. It i3 necessary to say this,'because
it would be idle to pretend that Mr. Pain himself could
have brought it up to such a pitch of reverential
perfection.

Curiously enough, it died at tho hands of a Ritualistic
curate. The fact that Ponto never barked during divine
service immensely impressed that dawning light of High
Church. He said that he had never met with such a well-
behaved dog before, and really so intelligent too. Ho said
it was a credit to its species. And when, in addition, ho
received the grave assurance of its owner that it positively
refrained from barking during early celebration on week-
days as well as on Sundays, his ecstasy know no bounds.
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He immediately fed it with a hot cross-bun—and the poor
dog died.

It is pleasant to be able to supply all this additional
information about Ponto the Pious, because there was an
impression abroad that the reason he did not bark during
these special periods was that he was stuffed and in a glass
case, and, of course, never barked at any time.

| am the further pleased to be able to supplement Mr.
Pain’s asseveration with all these details, because of his
graceful though distant allusion in The Octave of Claudius to
Freethought literature emanating “ from somewhere off
Fetter-lane.” Mr. Pain’s humor is bright, but his topo-
graphy uncertain.

Naturally, Ponto the Pious commended himself to clerical
affection. For does not the dogmatist of the pulpit in-
variably insist: “ When | ope my mouth, let no dog bark ”?
That is why the cleric objects to Sunday concerts. And
that is why he would, if he could, stop Freethought dis-
courses either indoors or in open public spaces. He is our
spiritual pastor and master—the Sir Oracle of the gospel
of humility and peace and goodwill. As such he must
have a clear field and undisputed sway. Failing which, he
becomes either hopelessly unhappy—and then he is an
imbecile; or arrogantly aggressive—and then he is a
fanatic.

He will feed, with any number of hot cross-buns, all
who will let him rule the roost. Others may live or
die on husks. He will find thumping counsel’s-fee3 for
any association that will help him to shut up a rival shop.
The sweetest music of a classical concert is but hideous
discord to him, compared with the sound of his own sweet
voice. For other Sunday performances, of whatever sort,
the clerical Bottom, with his “ fair, long ears,” has no taste
—not the least inclination for anything but his own pulpit
performances with hymns, chants, anthems, doxologies, and

dirges.
Titania:—What, wilt thou have some music, my sweet
love ?
Bottom ;—I have a reasonable good ear in music ; let

us have the tongs and bones.
Yes, let us give up Sunday to clerical tongues and the
bones of theology.

Mr. Pain’s tyke—Ilike other pious animals we know—
was a fearful thief on weekdays. But he had the one
redeeming, absolving virtue that wiped away all sort8 of
delinquencies— he never barked during the hours of divine
service. He once broke loose and bit an apple-woman, who
afterwards died of hydrophobia. But a better behaved
dog on a Sunday you never saw. He was always robbing
the family cat of its meat, but then—he never barked
during the hours of divine service.

There are many sad human dogs who might improve
their worldly position by taking a lesson from pious Ponto.
As it is, they will bow-wow while the parson brays—an
offence that will never be forgiven them on earth or in
heaven. The men of God will brook no rivalry or oppo-
sition. They must have it all their own way. Nobody
must be heard but them—it used to be on pain of death;
it is now on pain of other action.

It is not recorded of Ponto that he had any good point
but that of respect for Divine services. He was otherwise
a vicious mongrel. Like Launce's Crab, he was one of
the “ sourest-natured dogs that lived,” “ a cruel-hearted
cur.”

Nevertheless, his untimely decease was deeply deplored.
It was felt that dogs that allowed themselves to be led
off ratting on Sundays could have been better spared.
The President of the Lord's Day Observance Society
dropped a gentle tear on his grave. Barry Pain now
regrets the many kicks he gave him. His muzzle—alas,
no longer needed—is in the possession of the London
County Council. There it remains—a much-prized relic
of a truly remarkable dog. Francis Neale.

THE INCENTIVE TO GOODNESS.

Since writing my article last week upon “ The Welfare of
Others,” | have read a sermon preached by the Rev.
Chancellor Lias, M.A., at Cambridge University, his sub-
ject being “ Egoism or Altruism.” Taking the two phrases
in their popular meaning, there is much upon which the
rev. gentleman and myself agree. There is also very much
in his sermon upon which we widely differ. For instance,
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when he refers to the Christian teaching of love, and to the
incentive furnished by the religion of the New Testament,
the difference between us is indeed great.

There is much that is true in the following, which is
from the rev. gentleman’s sermon. He says : “ We can
only attain happiness by making others happy, and they
can only find their happiness in ours. Hence the altruistic
formula, ‘Love thy neighbor, not thyself,’ is a moral im-
possibility. We cannot love our neighbors without loving
ourselves. In loving our neighbors we love ourselves, and
in truly loving ourselves we love our neighbors....... Even
the Egoist finds that he cannot secure his own comfort
without giving some thought, at least, to that of his
neighbor. And the strongest Altruists do not act upon
their own principles. They possess private property, they
enjoy a fair share of the comforts of life; but by their
own principles they are bound to surrender these to those
who have them not. *Sell all that thou hast and give to
the poor’ is the only principle a consistent Altruist can
act on. And therefore it is no wonder if the attempt to
carry out Christian morality involves difficulties in practice.”
It is here that the inconsistency of Christians comes in.
They preach “ Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself ”;

“ Sell all that thou hast and give to the poor”; “ Give to
every man that asketh of thee ”; “ Lend, hoping for nothing
again ”; “ Do good to them that hate you.” This was

Christ’s idea of Altruism, and anything more absurd and
impracticable was never taught by rational mind. That
Christianity is not, as its adherents boast, the unique
incentive to goodness is proved by the fact that not one
of the precepts just cited is ever obeyed by professed
Christians. And yet we are told by the rev. gentleman:
“ 1t was by the Altruistic element in its creed, moreover,
that Christianity chiefly won its way. This was more
effective than argument, more convincing than evidence,
more persuasive than even the witness of martyrdom itself.
Had Christ never lived, the Altruists might have preached
and practised in vain. The tendency of a selfish world to
appropriate the results of their labor, and then to mock at
them, had always been too strong for them until then. If
they are more successful now, it is because Christianity has
smoothed the way for them. And the superiority of moral
force Christianity possesses is due to this, that Christianity
has found the way to reconcile Egoism and Altruism. In
the person and life of Jesus Christ did tho world first learn
how the truest Egoism and tho truest Altruism are the
same thing—how a man cannot do any good to himself
without considering his neighbor, nor devote himself to his
neighbor’s true interest without securing his own.”

Hero we have the very quintessence of Christian fallacy
and misrepresentation. Did the advent of Christ promoto
the practice of Altruism 1 Let tho miserable and poverty-
stricken condition of Christendom for centuries after the
inception of Christianity answer the question. And even
to-day countries that are the most Christian are also the
most wretched, morally, socially, physically, and intellec-
tually. Overwhelming evidence can be adduced to prove
that, long before tho introduction of Christianity into the
world, the desire to do good, not merely to oneself, but to
the human family in general, existed; and, what was of
greater importance, successful efforts were made to enhance
tho happiness and to promote tho well-being of one and all.
J. A. Farrer, referring, in his work on Paganism and Chris-
tianity, to the effect of Pagan philosophy upon the Greek
and Roman character, writes : “ So effectually, indeed, bad
philosophy advocated the claims of the great principle®
humanity that in Paganism, before thero was any Church
at all, there was a party audiblo in its outspokon opposition
to slavery, to cruelty to criminals and to animals, to tho
gladiatorial games, and to war........ Under Nerva and
Trajan the monthly distributions of food became extended
to the children of poor families all over Italy, a portion of
tho interest of tho money lent by the Stato to landlords on
mortgage sorving to defray the expense. Alexander
Severus foundod free schools for indigent children. Nerv*
and Trajan mado laws in favor of orphans. Every quarter
of Rome had its *archiatcr,” or paid medical officer, whose
function it was to attend on tho sick; and a law compell0d
everyone who gave a feast to mako somo provision first for
tho poor of his district” (p. 184). “ In tho best day® ot
Athens none of hor citizens were in want for the
necessaries of life; for tho rich, according to Isocrate®i
regarding the poverty of their fellow-citizens as a disgrace
to thomsolves and tho city, helped all who wero in need) ,
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sending some abroad as traders, letting lands to others to
cultivate at fair rents, and enabling others to engage in
different occupations ” (p. 183). Here we see that true
Altruism existed before Christianity was known.

It seems to me to be a serious reflection upon the conduct
of any God to ascribe to him the withholding of the highest
incentive to goodness until about two thousand years ago.
Happily for the human race, the idea that the loftiest
inducement to a moral life originated with Christ is purely
imaginative. It has been shown above that the highest
deeds of benevolence were performed by so-called Pagans,
and no sublimer teachings ever came from Christ than
those found in the writings of Marcus Aurelius, Seneca,
Cicero, Socrates, and a score of other ethical teachers who
preceded Jesus. Take as an illustration the following as
bearing upon the principle of true Altruism. Cicero said :
“ Nature ordains that a man should wish the good of every
pan, whoever he may be, and for this very reason, that he
isa man.” Seneca said : “ We ought to devote our soul
to no particular place....... | was not born for one corner;
my country is this whole world.” *“ Virtue consists in
conf erring benefits, not as destined to return, but benefits
the fruit of which the good man reaps at the very moment
°f conferring them.” Even long before the time when
Moses is said to have been born, moralists taught the
ancient Egyptian to live so that he could plead before
Osiris at the Judgment Day thus: “ | have told no lies,
committed no frauds, been good to widows, not overtasked
servants, not lazy or negligent, done nothing hateful to the
gods, been kind to slaves, promoted no stiife, caused no
one to weep, committed no murder, stolen no offeiings
to the dead, made no fraudulent gains, seized no lands
wrongfully, not tampered with weights and measures, not
taken the milk from sucklings, not molested sacred beasts
or birds, not cut off or monopolised water-courses, have
sown joy and not sorrow, have given food to the hungry,
drink to the thirsty, and clothed the naked.” What moral
teaching did Christ give the world that can surpass the
love, charity, and compassion taught by Buddha 1 Of
bim Dr. Schwartz writes that ho was “ the man who gave
up all that the world holds dear and precious, and, for the
sake of suffering humanity, became a poor, wandering out-
cast; and the importance which attaches to the life, rather
than to the teaching, of the initiators of great religious and
moral movements, one delights to contemplate that gentle
figure, so human, kindly, compassionate, and charitable.
Max Muller, in his lecture on “ Buddhist Nihilism,” writes:
N One hardly trusts one's own eye on seeing Catholic and
Protestant missionaries vie with each other in their praises
pf the Buddha; and even the attention of those who are
indifferent to all that concerns religion must be arrested
for a momont when they learn from statistical accounts that
00 religion, not even the Christian, has exercised so powerful
an influence on the diminution of crime as the old simple
doctrines of Rapilavastu ” (p. 132). .

Tho Rev. Chancellor Lias then deals with tho incentives
to goodness as follows. He says: “ Christianity does put
before us rewards and punishments as incitements to good
and warning against evil, and, constituted as man is, she
does right in doing so.” But supposing these incitements
were efficacious, which as a rulo they are not, they are
Purely selfish, and have none of tho Altruistic principle in
them. Then wo aro told that Christianity “ preaches tho
true Altruism when sho says, ' If any man come after me,
and hate not his own life, ho cannot be my disciple. Why
was not the whole verso quoted 1 It includes hatred of
father, mother, wife, children, brethren, and sisters (see
Luke xiv 2G) Is this a good incentive to promote good-
ness among mankind 1 Christ might have said “ Yes,” but
humanity and experience say “ No.” Martyrdom is urged
a3 an incentive to moral conduct. Now, whether or not to
lay down our lives for others bo an inducement to goodness
depends upon circumstances. One thing, howover, is
certain, such martyrdom is not seen among Christians
to-day. Finally—and this is the rev. gentleman’s principal
incentive —to love as Christ loved would not, in my opinion,
inspiro mutual goodness. His love was confined to those
"'ho accepted his narrow faith. His opponents ho deomed
“ fools,” “ hypocrites,” “ serpents,” “ generation of vipers
To such, it is said, he will say at the “ last judgment
“ Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared
for the devil and his angels.” Surely love like this is not
Worthy of emulation. Wo quite agree with _the rev.
Sentleman that “ the Gospel, like the world, is full of
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paradoxes. There is no single rule of conduct which can
be laid down which does not require to be limited in
practice by some other rule, which at first sight appears to
be contrary to it " {Church Gazette, October 22, 1898).

| believe in the secular motive of goodness, which is to
acquire the highest possible conditions of physical, moral,
and intellectual excellence. To me Christianity— which
mainly urges each one to look after the salvation of his own
soul, since it will not profit him if he gains the whole world
and loses this—is far inferior to Secularism in this respect,
the more so as it engenders hatred and cruelty for difference
of belief, while Secularism has no barren creeds into which
it would make all alike compress themselves. It simply
says, in a purely practical tone : Come and let us work
together for the good and happiness of us all, whatever our
speculations may be. Charles Watts.

WHOSE REPUTATION SUFFERS?

T his Sir Jame8 W. Dawson is positively incorrigible. In a
short communication, big with flatulent generalities, which
appears in the Expositor for October, he again allows him-
self grave liberties with the name and fame of one com-
pared to whom he (Dawson) stands in about the same re-
lationship as minnow to Triton. Sometime ago | exposed
his unholy misrepresentation of Darwin’s views on the
subject of Creation ; now it is necessary to rebut a state-
ment which, as it stands, involves a reflection both upon
his intelligence and knowledge of the most easily accessible
facts of Biblical narrative. “ Even Darwin,” says Sir
James, “ in speculating on the first introduction of life,
was obliged to quote the words in this old document, though
less correctly than if he had been nwre familiar with its scope
and contents.” The italics are mine. The banal folly and
grotesque impertinence of these italicised utterances almost
justify a desire to scratch Sir James William Dawson’s
poll. In the first place, let it be noted that this note of
Dawson’s has reference to a declaration in a previous
number of the Expositor, on the part of certain well-known
higher critics, that the rock upon which all attempts at
reconciling the first chapter of Genesis with science were
wrecked was the extreme and incredible violence done to
the text. Now, the only phrase used by Charles Darwin
which could lend the slightest colour to tho suggestion that
he regarded anything in Genesis as worthy of credit was
that which occurred in tho famous passage (and in one just
preceding) as to the Creator breathing tho breath of
life into a few forms, etc. Nothing approaching these
words appears in tho first chapter of Genesis. It i3in the
second chapter that tho breathing procoss is described.
Therefore, Sir James W. Dawson, in his own dispute, is
quite off the track. It is tho scientific accuracy of the
first chapter of Genesis which is impeached by his oppo-
nents, and, by way of fortifying his own position, he
adduces tho fact that Darwin used certain words occurring
in the second chapter ! Well, really, isn’t it enough to------
well, there! Would you believe that this implied un-
familiarity and incorrect quotation of Genesis on the part
of Darwin is entirely based on the fact that whore Genesis
speaks only of one act of breathing the breath of life—
namely, that into man—Darwin suggests tho Creator’s
breathing into a few organisms or into one. And it is
upon this and this alone, that Sir J. W. Dawson insinuates
that Darwin was not sufficiently acquainted with the two
first chapters of Genesis. What a tremendous absurdity 1
We aro asked to believe that Charles Darwin, the great
mountaineer of facts, allowed himself to remain unfamiliar
with a few simple passages in Genesis, which less than five
minutes would have mastered. No, thank you, Sir James;
your logic may do for young curates and old ladies in their
cups at four-o'clock tea, but something more virile is re-
quired for students of Darwin.

This unknightly knight says that Darwin was obliged to
quote Genesis. This isa most disingenuous way of putting
it. Because Darwin chose to use a Biblical phrase, it does
not follow that he was obliged to do so. Nor was he
speculating on the origin of life, but rather on the probable
starting-point of the manifold ramifications of life as ex-
pressed in organisms. The drawing of these subtle distinc-
tions should have been easy to Sir James. But Genesis
aside, | think we may say that we have got to the
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genesis of this Genesaic reference. If we turn over a few
pages previous to that on which Darwin uses the
expression, we shall find him quoting from a “ cele-
brated author and divine” as thus: “ He (the divine)
had gradually learned to see that it is just as noble
a conception of the deity to believe that he created
a few original forms capable of self-development into
other and needful forms, as to believe that he required
a fresh act of creation to supply the voids caused by
the action of his laws.” We are justified in concluding
that, had not this “ celebrated divine ” written to him in
such terms, Charles Darwin would have concluded his
great work differently from what he did, and without the
faintest echo of anything in Genesis, although he might
still have offered a plum to the senile gums of doddering
theologians.

Sir J. W. Dawson is a bit of a puzzle to me. If he is
honest in his views of Darwin in this matter, then he is
most culpably ignorant of what almost everybody interested
in Darwin knows full well—namely, that he repudiated
what he had said about creation. Further, had not Darwin
done so, the passage in question need not have been taken
as necessarily committing him to a belief in the notions
expressed. But | think all doubt of what he had in his
mind when ho used the passage may be set at rest by
reference to the episode of the “ celebrated divine.” It
was of this gentleman’s phrases he was thinking, thus
disposing of the notion that he was obliged to fall back
upon Genesis. Sir J. W. Dawson speaks of the “ simple
majesty ” of the first of Genesis. We will not say that he
is so dazzled by this “ majesty ” that he is unable to
recognise the plebeian virtues of honesty; but it is difficult
to resist the impression that he is bent upon lowering the
crest of Charles Darwin, if not by hook, then by crook.
That is a sufficiently painful reflection to usand upon him.

B. Stevens.

THEOLOGY AMONG THE YAKUTES.

A correspondent 0f the Daily News, who is accompanying
the Swedish expedition in search of Andree, gives tho
following account of his religious experiences and inquiries
amongst the Yakutes, away in the far North, in the seventy-
second degree of latitude

“ One day we had a magnificent thunderstorm, which, of
course, occurred on the day of the Holy Elias, the fire-
prophet, who, through some mythological amalgamation or
metamorphosis in the conception of the masses in Russia,
plays the part of ‘Jupiter Flugens. On the ‘Djen llija’
(the Day of Elijah) there is ‘ prasdnjik’ (holyday) over all
the Russian Empire. The day of the great lprasdnjik’
dawned clear and warm, and | remarked to one of tho
Russian fishermen that we were going to have a very fine
day. He shook his head, and assured me that wo were to
have a thunderstorm before night, ‘ because it is the day of
ilija.” Admiring his strong faith, | started on an excursion
out, on the tundra. After my return in the evening | was
drinking tea, when the door suddenly opened, and in came
the Russian fisherman, exclaiming in a triumphant tone,
‘The thunderstorm is coming.” For the next moment a
distant rumbling was heard. Looking out through the
window, | saw a black wall southwards, moving towards us
with great speed, the lightning crossing it in all directions.
In five minutes we were swept in a violent thunderstorm.
My doubts were brought to shame, and the Orthodox
Russian’s faith triumphed.
. “ 1 tried to find out the conception of the thunder and
lightning which the natives (Yakutes and Tunguses) enter-
tain. According to tho Yakute mythology, there isa mighty
being called * Ai-Tojou ' (the mighty Lord), a personification
of the inexorable laws of nature. ‘Ai-Tojou,” strictly
speaking, is neither good nor evil. From his high throne
in ‘ the seventh heaven ' ho looks down on tho world, caring
very little about what happens down on earth. Thunder
and lightning are ‘his words and speech': the eagle
slumbers on his foot, and his image is the sun. The concep-
tion of *Ai-Tojou,” however, has of late undergone certain
modifications through the influence of "the orthodox God, to
whom people burn wax candles in churches. This God of
the Orthodoxy the ~akutes often call ‘Nikola,” sometimes
‘ the holy old man,” but usually ‘Tangara.” ‘Ai-Tojou,’ as
the god of thunder and lightning, has also of late
undergone some change, and is very much, in the conception
of the natives, mixed up with ‘ the holy Uija-Bagatyr,’ tho
thunder god of the orthodox masses ; and the ” heavenly
fires are, therefore, now generally regarded as the work of
the fiery prophet,’ both by Yakutes and Tunguses.”
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ACID DROPS.

Thomas George Senior, One of the Peculiar People, has
been tried a second time at the Old Bailey on the charge of
manslaughtering his infant child by allowing it to die
without medical assistance under the prayer-and-oil treat-
ment. On the first occasion the judge read the prisoner a
dreadful lesson, and then bound him over to come up for
S ment if called upon, telling him that if he came up for

again he would certainly be sentenced to a long term
of imprisonment. Well, be has come up again, and once
fiaore the jury have found him guilty of manslaughter. Bub
he is not imprisoned. Oh dear no! Judges dare not send
these people to gaol. It would be too decisive a proclama-
tion that the Bible is not God’s Word, and that Christianity
is utterly played out. Mr. Justice Wells escaped the difficulty
by taking a point of law for the decision of the Court of
Crown Cases Reserved.

Mr. Justice Wills made the mistake of arguing with one
of Senior’s female witnesses. He asked her if she knew the
text that those who are whole need no physician, but they
that are sick ; and she replied at once, “ That means sick in
sin.” “What does the physician mean I’ the judge asked.
“ 1 believe,” she replied, “ it is the Lord himself who is the

physician. He is the only one who can heal.” Just so.
Emily Reed was quite right. The context proves it con-
clusively. Jesus said in the very next breath : “ | came not

to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance.” Clearly
he was referring to spiritual, and not to bodily, disease.

Mr. Avory, who conducted the Treasury prosecution of
Mrs. Mills, the Christian scientist, read out a curious
extract from tho book of this sect. One sentence came in
for much ridicule. It was this: “ No matter in mind ; no
mind in matter.” Perhaps this is, as Mr. Avory called it, a
mere jargon of unmeaning phrases. Nevertheless it is the
metaphysic of nearly all Christians. It is taught in colleges,
preached from pulpits, and defended on platforms. All that
the Christian Scientists do is to put it more pointedly than
is common. To laugh at them 'for this epigram is really to
side with the Materialists. But is that what Mr. Avory
meant to do 1 _

One of the hypocritical objections to Mr. Newman's
Sunday Concerts at Queen’'s Hall is, that he works his
employees seven days a week. Mr. Newman gives this a
public denial. “ All the staff who work on Sunday,” ho
says, “receive a day off during the week.” As for the
“ greed of gain” of which he is accused, Mr. Newman points
out that the Sunday League, with all its gratuitous
machinery, only made a very slender profit, and was for
some time unable to pay him his full rent for the hall.
The small charges for the seats could not possibly yield a
large surplus after the payment of expenses. Even if it
did, there is no legitimate reason why Mr. Newman, or any
Other person, should not make money on a Sunday, which is
the very day on which the men of God aro doing tho most
work for their livings.

According to Mr. Mark H. Judge, honorary secretary of
the Sunday Society, the National Sunday League, as late
as October 21, registered itself as a religious denomination
“who object to oe designated,” and also registered the
Alhambra Theatro as a “ place of religious worship” for the
concerts intended to be given there by them. “1 doubt
very much,” Mr. Judge says, “ whether tho general public
who attend them would care to have their attendance con-
strued into a taking part in public worship.”

The London County Council has refused a license to the
new Varieties Theatre which is building in tho Holloway-
road. Some largo place of public entertainment is very
much wanted in North London, and one wonders why it is
not to be permitted. Can it be, as we are told, that the
real reason is the existence of a Young Women’s Christian
Association in tho Holloway-road, within sight of the
projected new theatre? If so, it is simply scandalous; and
tho “ I'rogressives” who allow bigotry to triumph over the
rights of citizens ought to be thoroughly ashamed of them-
selves.

Our readers will recollect that Torah Hoolev's gold
Communion plate, presented to St. Paul’'s Cathedral, has
been ransomed (so to speak) by anonymous Churchmen,
who have paid over £1,000 to the Official Receiver in
Bankruptcy. Tho plato, however, is irrecoverably llooley-
ised. Each of the eight pieces boars tho following elegant
advertisement:—

Presented to
ST. PAUL’'S CATHEDRAL,
On the 00th Anniversary of the Reign of
Quoon Victoria,
By Ernest Tkraii Booley,
Rieloy Hall, Dorby.
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Bibio ” is an unfortunate name for anybody. We never
beard of it as a surname until a few days ago, when we saw
that Thomas Tilton Bible was co-respondent in a divorce
case, being accused of committing adultery with Mrs. Ada
yaroline Partington. The judge granted Mr. Partington a
decree nisi with costs, and Mr. Bible disappears with the
lady, who has considerable means.

The Victoria Park Branch of the Christian Evidence
society spent its time last Sunday afternoon in presenting
the public with palpable evidence of the unity and concord
produced by the Christian religion. This evidence took the
form of an edifying quarrel among the members of the
Society. When a Christian Evidence lecturer attacks his
colleagues and makes public accusations of underhanded
and_tyrannical proceedings, and of intrigue going on in the
Society for years, one is inclined to believe that the truth
may occasionally be heard even from a Christian Evidence
platform. Probably berth parties were speaking the truth
°f each other. The immediate cause of the quarrel appears
be have been the election of a new treasurer. One clique
claims that its nominee was elected to this office by a
Majority of votes. The other clique, being in power, keeps
its own man in office, and overrides all protests.

Theatrical companies have long been allowed to travel on
fhe railways at reduced rates. It is now reported that the
Railway Companies have decided to extend the same con-
cession to religious bodies travelling to and from their
annual conferences and congresses. We are glad to see the
various caterers’to public amusement falling into line,
y ver in America, we believe, the sky-pilots have the best of

Jbeing allowed, when on duty, to travel as deadheads,
Perhaps on the idea that their full fares with good interest

W" be paid up in kingdom-come.

A «? a stor7 «n Foreign Courts anil Foreign Homes by
e F just published, of the old King of Hanover. The
an*!18 | ~er went to the royal door with some despatches,
ct knocked several times without an answer. At last the
n °r was opened, and the King could be heard inside using
Q on oath, winding up by asking : “ What the devil do
nm \ A page came out and said : “ His Majesty was
°t to be disturbed, as he was saying his prayers.”

am”3 7 r*eer tells another story, which the Daily News
mazmgly calls "exquisite.” It seems to us the deepest
agedy. a French girl, a Catholic, fell in love with an
'icer, a Protestant. Her father would not allow them to
a[ry. but granted them a final interview. They parted,
;] toe young lady remained single till death. The young
lim °r bad a long illness, which left him with the mind of a
bri1 i*6 played with dolls, imagining them to be
ride and bridegroom ; and his lost love sent him dolls
ressod in wedding garments. She died first, and ho lived
0 to ninety. _Her last words were a desire that he should
06 kept supplied with dolls, for he would miss them so.

Could there bo a more terrible tale of life blighted by the
urso of religion 1 “ Ah !'l loved him more than my God T
poor lady exclaimed. But she submitted to her father’s

j *and the custom of her noble family. Wo are reminded
Y James Thomson’s Two Lovers, a poem dealing with a

8milar theme:—

Poor human hoarts, that yoarn boyond tho tomb,
Wherein you all must moulder into dust,
What has the blank immitigable gloom
Of light or fervor to reward your trust ?
Live out your whole froe life whilo yet on earth j
Seizo the quick I'rosont, prize your ono suro boon ;
Though briof, each day a golden Bun has birth ;
Though dim, tho night is gemmed with stars and moon.

Lovo out your cordial love, hate out your hate ;
Bo strong to grasp a foe, to clasp a friend :

Your wants true laws aro ; thirst and hungor sate :
Fool you have boon yourselves when comos tho ond.

, ~Nilliam Booth is like Alexander the Great, always sighing
"'‘new worlds to conquer. Holias already taken advantage

. 1the American occupation of Manila, and secured a largo
la,] there for Salvation Army performances, which would

*T°bably (ako better in the more remote and savago parts
1 tho Philippines. Of course a few “ captains’’ might be
urned into sandwiches at first, but they would doubtless be

jjuite ready to go to heaven through native stomachs.
verybody knows tho depth of their self-sacrifice.

., ' There must be popular adaptation, or people won't read
nem at all.” So says Dr. S. G. Green, of the Religious
fact Society, who adds that “ there is still abundant scopo

°r putting the truths of Christianity in a lively, readable,
Coep_table form.” What afall is here ! How different from

Jle. simple old style of believe and be saved, or disbelieve
, be damned. Christianity has got to compete with a
ndred attractions, and has to be “ lively ” and make itself

acceptable.”
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“ To attempt a defence of Christianity,” says the Irish
Ecclesiastical Gazette, “ is to incur at all times a very grave
responsibility, and in the present day to encounter a task of
enormous difficulty.” We quite agree with our contem-
porary. But it used to be different in the old days, when
sceptics argued with a rope round their necks. Christian
apologists could then say pretty well anything and be
believed. Nowadays they find their work more arduous.
They have to face facts and answer arguments squarely.
Hence the “ difficulty.”

Our heterodox contemporary, the Crescent, makes a
mistake in quoting from the story of the woman taken in
adultery as “ the teaching of Christ.” A glance at the
Revised Version will show that this story is really an inter-
polation. Dean Farrar admits its “ doubtful genuineness "—
that is to say, its uudoubtful unauthenticity.

A Consistory Court held at Worcester has deposed the
Rev. William Rawlings Woods from holy orders and declared
him incapable of holding preferment. His offence was
seducing and cohabiting with a young lady while he was
curate in charge at Willey, Warwickshire. He was a
married man living apart from his wife, and his paramour
was also engaged to another gentleman. Altogether it was
a badly mixed affair.

“ The Religion of Materialism” was the subject of a recent
lecture by the Rev. Hugh Black, of Edinburgh. After
declaring that the Agnostic impeachment of religious know-
ledge would make real knowledge of any land impossible,
which is the veriest absurdity, the rev. gentleman went on
as follows: “The practical effect of the Agnostic faith on
life was despair. To be without God was to be without
hope, without a proper foundation either for the intellect
or for ethics.”

So the practical effect of unbelief is despair. The Rev.
Hugh Black says it, and he ought to know. But it doesn’t
seem to fit in with the facts. Take Darwin, for instance,
or Spencer, or Huxley, or Bradlaugh, or lugersoll. Not one
of these great unbelievers is particularly remarkable for
pessimism or melancholy. For energetic cheerfulness the
whole five might be backed against a similar number of
Christians —even if the latter were fresh from the exciting
influence of a tea-meeting. As for intellect, well you
couldn’t easily find five Christians to match them ; and in
the matter of ethics they would probably stand well in a
competition with five well-selected, extra-special Christian
saints. _

Perhaps the truth is, after all, that tho Rev. Hugh Black
is in a certain line of business, and feels bound to cry down
rival firms. It is anold trick of advertising, which deceives
nobody but simpletons. Salvation is always sold at this
house, and damnation at the house opposite.

Old Nick seems to have strong Protestant tastes. His
hatred of holy water is proverbial, and we have clerical
authority for saying that he detests incense. According to
the Rev. Il. E. Copinger, of St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church,
Abbeyhill, Edinburgh, “The reason why Satan hated
incense in the present day was because he was not willing to
acknowledge that Jesus was God.” The wise men from the
East brought incense when Christ was born. Zechariah,
too. was offering incense when tho angel appeared to him ;
and, as the preacher remarked, if God did uot like incense he
would not liave sont the angel. Anybody can see that this
argument is irrefutable. Let us therefore have plenty of
good, thick, stupefying incense smoke, as Browning called it.
Haply enough of it will smother the Devil. But on second
thoughts that won't do at all; for if the Devil were killed,
or even seriously laid up, the parson’s occupation would be
gone.

Mr. Edmund Gosse, the well-known writer, gives in the
North American Review an account of his trip last summer
to Bergen. In his opinion there aro too many English
chaplains in Norway.- “ Perhaps at one or two tourist
centres, such as Balholm and Odda,” he says, “ it does no
harm to have an English chaplain. In other places the
thing becomes a farce.” At one hotel the chaplain had not
a single worshipper to attend his services. “1 hope,” Mr.
Gosse says, “ he was honest enough to let this be known at
homo.” Sometimes the hotel servants, and even peasant
children, were gathered in to “ make up a shadowy congre-
gation for the weekly report.” There may be an element of
piety in the thing, but Mr. Gosse™ has no hesitation in saying
that “ there is also a deliberate bid for the support of bigotry
and snobbishness.” But is not this a little too severe ? Tho
clerical labor market is overstocked in England, and tho
export of chaplains and missionaries is an aspect of the
population question. The poor fellows must live somewhere.

Why on earth do the wretched Atheists refrain from
suicide? According to Tahnago and some other orthodox
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preachers, they ought to be rushing pell-mell to self-
slaughter. But they don’t. Indeed, we hardly ever take
up a newspaper without reading that some Christian has
put an end to his or her blessed existence. The latest case
we have to notice is that of Sarah Evelyn Walker, a
overness, aged twenty-four, who drowned herself in a
rook at Everdon. The poor young woman, in a letter to
an old schoolmate at Frome, said that she had been study-
ing her hands and found that she was born mad, with her
fate-line upside down. She was afraid of committing the
unpardonable sin, so she resolved to die in time. “If you
study the Bible,” she said, “ you will find that it is so.”
Had she mentioned the Freethinker instead of the Bible,
the religious journals would have had flaring articles on the
matter. As it is, they will say nothing.

Every reader of George Meredith will remember the
melancholy ending of Beauchamp's Career. Commander
Beauchamp, a fine fellow, a thorough Radical, happily
married, with a young wife and a newly-arrived babe, jumps
into the water to save a strange mud-lark of a boy who had
gone under. The boy was saved, and Commander Beau
champ was lost. And as his uncle, Lord Romfrey, and his
father-in-law, Dr. Shrapnel, who both loved him, turned away
from the insignificant little creature he had saved, they
looked into each other’s eyes, without speaking, the thought:
“ This is what we have in exchange for Beauchamp.”

We were reminded of this tragic story by the newspaper
report of an incident at Chatham Dockyard. Commander
Lewis Blackburn jumped overboard from his ship in full
uniform to save a pet gazelle that had fallen into the water
while affectionately rubbing against him as he was going
ashore. It was intensely dark, and ship’s chains were about;
but the Commander shouted for lights, and kept himself
and his gazelle afloat until both were assisted to dry land.
It is a fine story. Yet the parsons will go on droning about
original sin.

Dr. Tinker, a Hyde magistrate, complimented a witness
who desired to be sworn in the Scotch fashion without kissing
the book._ “ That book,” the Doctor said, “ has been kissed
this morning by all sorts and conditions of men—some with
dirty faces, others with sores on their faces and lips—and I
am delighted that one person at any rate has had the
common senss to stand out for the sanitary oath.” This is
excellent as far as it goes, but the truth is that the Bible
is as much condemned by science as promiscuous kissing of
it iscondemned by the laws of hygiene. Still, we can hardly
expect even doctors to go all the way at once.

Sarah Bramwell has been fined 10s. and costs at Church
(Lancs.) Petty Sessions for fortune-telling. She told a
young woman, who gave her sixpence for the information,
that three young men were after her—one dark, one fair,
and one half-and-half, and that she would marry the dark
one at twenty-six. We dare say the girl got a good deal of
comfort out of this prophecy, and, on the common Christian
argument, it is a sin to rob her of her greatest consolation.
From this point of view the sixpence was an excellent
investment. But in any case we don't quite see why a
fortune-teller should be punished for earning sixpence, while

riests are allowed to take thousands of pounds in their

oly conjuring business.

Mr. A. Ballard, B.A., LLB., contributes to the Daily
Chronicle the following story : A negro student at one of
our great missionary colleges was conducting family prayers,
and in an outburst of enthusiasm prayed : “ Give us all pure
hearts, give us all clean hearts, give us all sweet hearts”; to
which all the congregation r*»died “ Amen.”

Rev. L. H. Parsons, lecturing at Canonbury on Paul
Pry," remarked that “ Sceptics and Atheists threw doubt
upon the Bible, but Christians should not mind inquiry into
that matter. Truth had nothing to hide, error only lives in
darkness, and therefore Bible criticism could do no harm.”
These are admirable sentiments. We hope the reverend
gentleman’s auditors will act upon them, and attend a few
Freethought meetings.

Bishop Wilkinson, preaching at St. Godric's Roman
Catholic Church, Durham, denounced the Reformation, and
said it was “ the silver and gold the Reformers wanted.”
Very likely. That is what is wanted by the priests of every
persuasion. They differ about doctrine, but agree on raking
In the shekels.

Ingersoll had better look out. The Woolwich llerald is
on his track. First of all it complains that he makes
people laugh at Christianity, which is a very serious thing.
Next, he denies that the Uld Testament teaches the doctrine
of immortality, whereas it is taught by “ innumerable pas-
sages.” But the truth is the llerald doesn’'t know what it is
writing about. Mr. Gladstone admits that the doctrine of
a future life is not really to be found in the Old Testament j

and it was upon this very absence that Bishop Warburton
based the whole argument of his famous Divine Legation of
Moses. Does not the very New Testament itself assert that
Jesus Christ brought immortality to light 1

According to the New York Truthseeker, some of the
religious journals are experiencing difficulties. The Catholic
Review has had to be discontinued, and the Weekly Witness,
a Protestant publication, is up to eyes in debt, and its
affairs are in the law courts. Many poor persons were
induced to invest their little savings in it, and all they have
to show for the investment is a bit of useless scrip, which
won’t even admit them through Peter’s wicket.

Here is a funny testimony from a Christian convert in
Orion, Illinois: “ 1 gave my heart to God many years ago.
| called to Christ for help, and did not call in vain, for he
heard my cry. Since then | have been called® through
sorest trouble. Have broken my right leg five times, and
mv left three times, and have met with other physical
calamities; and, worse than all, | have been nearly lost in
the slough of distrust and despondency.” That unfortunate
man should try back before he goes all to pieces.

Palmer W. Hill,_ a Christian preacher, is in gaol at
Muskegon, in Michigan. He seems to have imitated some
of the most approved Bible saints. Two of his wives
happened to meet in a grocery store, where they had a
serious misunderstanding. Other wives, not being duly
advertised of the gathering, were unable to participate.

Chestnuts from the Freethought platform often pass as
fresh fruit amongst Christians. We see that acorrespondent
of the Evening Standard explains that Noah was the greatest
financier on record because he successfully floated a very
large company when all the rest of the world was in
liquidation.

A Jew named Cohen, recently summoned on a London
coroner’s jury, refused to visit the dead body. He belongs
to the priestly tribe, as his name indicates, and on religious
grounds cannot go near a corpse. Of course this is nothing
new, but some of the papers are treating it as a fresh dis-
covery. What with Christian Scientists, Peculiar People»
and Cohen Jews, the law is getting awfully complicated, and
the table of exceptions threatens to grow as long as a
lawyer's bill.

Captain Davey, chief prison missioner of the Church
Army, has the coolness to tell a Mail interviewer that
“ prisons are made a little too pleasant.” This gentleman
had better get arrested for blasphemy or something, like
Jesus Christ, and try what the stone jug is really like.
There is nothing like experience to give value to information.

There are said to be from five to six thousand unemployed
clergymen in England. But why unemployed ! Can't they
go soul-saving without a salary! Can’t they trust Jesus
Christ's promise, “ great is your reward in heaven”! Oris
soul-saving merely a business, as we have often declared!
itisl _

What about the heathen! Couldn’'t those unemployed
parsons go abroad without scrip or purse, and preach to the
millions who never heard of Christ! Surely the Lord would
look after them, even amongst cannibals, and feed and
clothe them like the lilies of the field.

The Bishop of Bangor is recovering from his paralytic
seizure. We congratulate him as a man, and condole with
him as a Christian. From the orthodox point of view, he
has missed going home to heaven, and is condemned to &
further term of existence in this miserable vale of tears.

“ They Who Know Not Christ.”

An eccentric old gentleman, whose enthusiasm for work
in the Lord’s Vinevard knew no limit, was in the habit of
distributing New Testaments during his wanderings to any
working men he chanced to meet, the same being wrapped
up, curiously enough, in a red handkerchief. Going alonga
lane one day on his customary mission, he noticed some
navvies working away at the bottom of a trench. Stooping
down to.one of them, he said in low, impressive tones : “ My
man, have you got Christ down there!” “ Eh I responded
the navvy. The question was repeated. The workman
walked along the trench a little to where the excavation
was still deeper, and where some other co-workers were
busy. “Bill!" he shouted. “ Hoa-a-a-” was heard. “ Have
yer got Christ down there!” “ Christ! Who's he any-
way!” “Why, | dinna knaa, but here’s a chap browt his
dinner.”
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Mr. Foote's Engagements.

Sunday, December 4, Athenaeum Hall, 73 Tottenham Court-
road, London: 7.30, “ John Burns, Price Hughes, Sunday Con-
certs, and Sabbatarian Tyranny.”

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

AHARLES W atts's Lecturing Engagements.—December 4,
Glasgow; 11, Liverpool.—All communications for Mr. Charles
Watts should be sent to him at 24 Carminia-road, Balham, S.W.
If a reply isrequired, astamped and addressed envelope must be
enclosed.

~i" R Fraser.—There is a very pretty little volume just pub-
lished that would probably suit you. It is entitled Qleamsfrom
Goethe, and isedited by Henry Attwell. The publisher is George
# “ en—Ruskin’s publisher—and the price is 2s. nett. A some-
what larger selection of Criticisms, Reflections, and Maxims
from Goethe, also recently published, is translated by W. B.
i nnfeldt. Walter Scott is the publisher, and the pr'ce is
Is. 6d. You should obtain and read both volumes. Goethe's
mAutobiography (two vols.) and Conversations with Eckermann
and Soret (one vol.) are included in Bohn's Library at 3s. 6d.
per volume, the translator being the accomplished John Oxenford,
who was for many years connected with the Times.

Owing to a pressure of other work, Mr. Foote is obliged to defer
until next week his promised artic'e on the future of the Secular
Society, Limited.

T. Wilmot.—See paragraph.

American Exchanges.—Our American exchanges are once more
desired to note that our address is 28 Stonecutter-street,
London, E.C. Some of them continue to postto an old address,
which we left four years ago.

N. S. S. Benevolent Fund.—Miss Vance acknowledges :—Parcel
of clothing from Mrs. Mann.

Harry Brown.—It was an unfortunate omission.
Plums.”

W. Heakobd.—Sorry to hear that you and other friends were too
late for the funeral of the late Mrs. Forder, owing to delay on
Hie G. N. Railway. The weather was very inclement, and Mr.
Foote, who officiated at the graveside, did not keep the mourners
longer than was necessary. It wasgood to see so many there in
#uch circumstances.

M Loafer.—We hope the East London Branch will have a good
gathering on December 11. Mr. Foote’s visit amongst you will
ko a hurried one in the circumstances, but he looks forward to
it with pleasure.

Rm P. Edwards.—Will you kindly seo Mr. Foote on the matter?
Say, after hislecture at the Athenaeum Hall this evening (Dec. 4),
or elsewhere within the next fow days. He will make an appoint-
ment with you if you drop him a line.

See “ Sugar

Fish.—Inserted as desired.

We P. Ball.—Many thanks for your weekly batch of cuttings,
always welcome and always useful.

D= Kay.—Thanks for the paper. We will notice it next week.
Jokes acceptable.
*Window.—We have not time to answer such queries through
the post. As you read (and enjoy) the Freethinker, you will see
the answer here. Thero is no such volume as you mention
among the Sacred Books of the East. Colonel Ingersoll’'s new
lecture on Superstition will bo published at our office shortly.

We Benoit.—Thanks for the cutting and reference. See “ Acid
Crops.”

G=W. Blythe.—The subjoct is nob one which can bo discussed
in our columns.

We Whitney.—Tuesday morning is the latest time for receiving
Locture Notices for the Freethinker. Your postcard bears the
Corby postmark of November 29. We wish Branch secretaries
would take note of this arrangement, which cannot bo altered.

Forman.—You will find all the information you seek in the
Secular Almanack. The price is only threepence, and all profit
on the sale accrues to tho National Secular Society.

wr. Cox (Liverpool).—We meant nothing offensive. We have the
highest respoct for the intelligence and character of your com-
mittee. What we thought was that you made a mistake io
having any consultation with the police. They are practised
hands at trickery in regard to advanced movements. So far as
the illegality of oharging for admission to Sunday lectures is
concerned, we should much like the opportunity of fighting the
question toa finish. We have longhad our plan of campaign
ready, and we believe we should win. Perhaps the police think
so too, for they won't attack us.

Received.—Huddersfield Examiner—Liborator—Ethical World—
Aberystwyth Observer—Glasgow Woekly Citizen—Crescent—
Irish Ecclesiastical Gazette—English Mechanic—Bristol Evening
News—Islington Gazette—Newcastle Daily Leader—Progressive
Thinker—Rochdale Observer—New York Truthseeker—Isle of
Man Times—Blue Grass Blade—Torch of Reason—Sydney
Bulletin—People’'s Newspapor—Woolwich Herald—Two Worlds

Secular Thought.
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Leon Duchesne.—Shall be glad to receive cuttings whenever you
please to send them. Kindly note on each the name of the
paper it is taken from.

A. J. Hooper.—Thanks. See “ Acid Drops.”

B. Stevens.—Not shocked. He deserves a shaking.

Letters for the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to
28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C.

Orders for literature should be sent bo Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stone-
cutter-street, E.O.

Lecture Notices must rearh 28 Stonecutter-street by first post
Tuesday, or they will net be inserted.

The Freethinker will be forwarded, direct from the publishing
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid:—One year,
10s. 6d.; half year, 5s. 3d. ; three months, 2s. 8d.

It being contrary to Post-Office regulations bo announce on the
wrapper when the subscription is due, subscribers will receive
the number in a colored wrapper when their subscription
is due.

The National Secular Society’s office Is at No. 377 Strand,
London, where all letters should be addressed to Miss Yance.
Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by
marking the passages to which they wish bo call our attention.
Scale of Advertisements.—Thirty words, Is. 6d.; every suc-
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:—One Inch,

4s. 6d.; half column, £1 2s. 6d.j column, £2 5s. Special terms
for repetitions.

SUGAR PLUMS.

There was a large audience at the Athemeum Hall on
Sunday evening, when Mr. Foote lectured on “ Christian
Science and the Peculiar People.” Mr. Harry Brown occu-
pied the chair. This evening (December 4) Mr. Foote
lectures again from the same platform, taking for his sub-
ject, “John Burns, Price Hughes, Sunday Concerts, and
Sabbatarian Tyranny.” Many liberal-minded men and
women who are not exactly Freethinkers should be
interested in this subject. Will our readers make the
lecture widely known 1

Our friend and colleague, Mr. Charles Watts, is going to
say good-bye to old England for three or four months. He
is going westward to rediscover America. Friends over
there have pressed him to pay them another visit, and while
he is there he will lecture in many great centres, including
New York, Boston, Toronto, Philadelphia, and Chicago. He
sails from Liverpool on December 21, and will, of course,
spend Christmas on the Atlantic. Probably he will get a
'Ece of plum-pudding on board, and even a slice of turkey,

no kiss under the mistletoe. We dare say, however,
that he will arrive at New York in good condition ; and we
have no doubt that he will meet with a very hearty recep-
tion there, as well as in any other place he visits.

We have asked Mr. Watts to convey our personal regard
and good wishes to many friends across the Atlantic8
particularly to Dr. E. B. Foote and his son “ Ned,” and i.0
Eugene and George Macdonald of the Truthseeker. We
have straightly charged him to tell Colonel ingersoll that
the Freethinkers of this country are counting on the fulfil-
ment of his promise to come over next year. Mr. Watts
says he will try to bring the Colonel back with him, but
that is perhaps too soon for the Colonel’'s convenience.
Yet it is always open for Mr. Watts to say he dare not
return home without our longed-for visitor, and the Colonel
may strain a point for the sake of Mrs. Watts and the rest
of the family. _

To-day (Sunday, December 4) Mr. Watts lectures three
times at Glasgow, and probably during the week in the
surrounding district. As this will be Mr. Watts's last visit
to Scotland previous to his departure for America, no doubt
he will have crowded audiences.

Last Sunday Mr. Charles Watts lectured at Birmingham
to two crowded audiences. In the morning every seat was
occupied, and in the evening the hall was packed, and the
ante-room was also crowded. We are informed that Mr.
Watts never spoke better, and the applause he received
must have been exceedingly gratifying to him, particularly
at the close of his lectures, when he received quite an
ovation. Miss Baker, the daughter of the late veteran
Daniel Baker, was present. There was a good sale of
literature, every copy of the Freethinker on hand being sold.

An effort was made on Sunday evening to re-open the
outdoor lecture station on Deptford Broadway. An excellent
gathering was addressed by Mr. C. James and Mr. R. P.
Edwards. There are many Freethinkers in the neighbor-
hood, where it should be easy to maintain a Branch of the
N. S. S. Another open-air meeting will be held at the same
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spot this evening (December 4), and, as strong opposition is
promised, we hope the local “ saints” will rally round the
platform.

We have to observe that the N. S. S. Finsbury Branch is
alive and prosperous. By some accident between Miss
Vance and the printer it got omitted from the list of
Branches in the Secular Almanack. This is very regrettable,
as the Finsbury Branch has had many difficulties and over-
come them all in the most gallant fashion. All through the
summer it has held Sunday morning meetings on Clerken-
well-green. The secretary is Mr. Harry Brown, 64 Patshull-
road, N.W., and the president Mr. E. Bater.

Another open-air Freethought meeting was held on
Sunday at Limehouse. The choir opposition was absent,
but abuse remained. Fortunately the large gathering,
addressed by Messrs. Davies, Edwards, Pack, Ramsey, and
Heaford, was thoroughly sympathetic. These meetings at
Limehouse have been continued beyond the usual time as a
protest against Christian rowdyism, and a token that
Secularists are not to be intimidated.

Mr. Percy Ward paid his first visit to Liverpool on Sunday,
and delivered three lectures to good audiences in the
Alexandra Hall. We are informed that he gave great satis-
faction to all who heard him.

The East London Branch has a tea and concert on Sunday
evening, December 11, at the King’'s Hall, 83-5 Commercial
road. An excellent program of vocal and instrumental
music and readings has been arranged. Mr. Foote has
promised to run down after his Athemeum Hall lecture and
give a recitation. A guarantee for 150 to tea had to be
given, so the local “ saints ” should apply freely for tickets,
which can be obtained from G. J. Warren, 20 Ithodeswell-
road, Limehouse; Mr. Haines, 212 Mile-end-road; Mr.
Pitman, 7 Romford-road, Stratford; and Mr. Neate, 385
Bethnal-green-road.

A meeting of those interested in the work of the Free
thought open-air station in Ridle.v-road, Kingsland, will be
held at the Bradlaugh Club, 36 Newington-green-road, to
day (December 4) at 12 o'clock. Arrangements for next
season's propaganda will be considered.

Mr. G. Dawson Baker is the writer of the tract, Is the
Bible the Inspired Word of God? mentioned in our last
issue as an excellent one for general circulation. The price
is one penny, or ninepence per dozen. Watts dc Co. are the
publishers. The author is a converted Methodist local
preacher, who lives in a small town of 1,000 inhabitants,
with a gospel-shop for every 200 of them. An article from
Mr. Baker's pen will appear in our next issue.

Isabella O. Ford addresses a meeting of the Humanitarian
League next Tuesday evening (December 6) at St> Martin’s
Town Hall. Her subject will be “ The Woman’s Movement
in Relation to Humanitarianism.” Mrs. C. Mallet takes
the chair at eight o’clock. Admission is free.

The Birmingham Branch had a successful and most
enthusiastic social gathering at the Victoria Hotel, John
Bright-street, during Mr. Watts's visit The ex-president,
Mr. R. Taylor, was presented with a silver-mounted walking
stick in recognition of his long and valuable services in that
capacity. Mr. Percy Ward proposed the health of Mr.
Watts, which toast was received with much cheering.
Messrs. Bullows and Matthews, Misses Skett and Jayes, and
Mrs. Harrison contributed songs; Mr. H. Berkeley, violin
solo; and Mr. J. Partridge a capital reading. At the
Sunday morning meeting Mr. Ridgway proposed a vote of
condolence with Mr. Forder, which was agreed to.

A Kindly Prayer.

A little girl in a Pennsylvania town, in saying her prayers
the other night, was told to pray for her father and mother,
who were both very ill, and for one of the servants, who had
lost her husband. >Se faithfully did as she was told, and
then, impressed with the dreary condition of things, added
on her own account : “ O God, take good care of yourself,
for if anything should happen to you wo should all go to
pieces.”

The Sunday School Union have what they facetiously
term a “ business department” at Ludgate Hill, London,
E.G. Thero the agents of the Union sell their own and
other publications. We noticed in the window recently
Clodd’'s Story of Primitive Man, Shelley’s Poems, and
Gibbon’s Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire. If these
are used generally as Sunday-school prizes and gifts, some
of the wealthy Agnostics, who patronised Mr. “ General”
Booth, might send on their cheques to the Sunday School
Union.
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A GREAT FRENCH FREETHINKER.

Earlty in January, 1883, an autopsy was held in a meanly-
furnished bed-room of a house at Ville d’Avray, near Paris.
The villa, as it might have been, and probably was, called,
had once belonged to the great Honoré de Balzac. Its
latest owner lay dead upon a student’s pallet on the first
floor, and it was his body that was being dissected by the
doctors. His name was Leon Gambetta.

Among the medical men present was one who had loved
the great orator and statesman with the passion of a wor-
shipper. Familiarity had not bred contempt in this case;
it had only deepened respect. The more closely the great
man was seen by this friend, himself no.mediocrity, the
more he was venerated and adored. As the autopsy pro-
gressed the cool anatomist lost his nerve, and when at
length the noble head was sawn open for the extraction of
the brain, he utterly broke down, and reeled, faint and
pallid, to the open window. That man was Paul Bert.

Paul Bert was an eminent scientist, a man of varied
culture, a leading politician, a keen debater, and an educa-
tional reformer hated by the black army of priests. These
were titles to distinction. But his highest glory was being
for years, and until death, a bosom friend of one of the
grandest men who ever trod this earth.

Dead in his turn, Paul Bert was honored like Gambetta,
though in a lesser degree. France gave him a public
funeral and provided for his family. He died at the post
of duty, away in pestilential Tonquin, where he occupied
the post of Resident-General. It is said by hypercritics
that he should not have gone there, that France had no
business there either, and that he committed a species of
suicide. But the observation comes with ill grace from
Englishmen, whose government is entangled with weak
races in every part of the world. France held her far-off
possession irrespective of the wishes of Paul Bert. Ho
went there as a wise Englishman might go to India—not
as a fire-eater, but as a civiliser. “ 1 will have none of
your bristling bayonets and clinking sabres,” he said to
the Figaro interviewer before leaving on his ill-fated
mission. His intention was to carry French ideas and
French culture to the distant East.

He tried hard to do this, and not altogether without
success. His activity was indefatigable. At first, says a
writer in the Ripublique Franchise who took leave of him
at Tonquin in September, 1880, he enjoyed excellent
health, and his marvellous appetite contrasted strangely
with the dejected features and languishing airs of his com-
panions.

Dysentery, that fatal disorder which lies in wait for
Europeans in the East, was tho causo of Paul Bort's doatb.
A fortnight beforo ho succumbed ho telegraphed to M. do
Freycinet, tho French Premier, dosiring him to say nothing
about his illness for tho sako of friends and relatives. M.
do Freycinet, in return, besought him to take tho greatest
caro of his health, and to givo up working. Four days
later camo a tolegram, “ Strength returns.” But it was an
illusion. M. do Freycinet, howovor, not thinking that
Paul Bert's condition so serious as it was, advised him not
to como homo, as his leaving Tonquin might produco evil
consequences. “ You are right,” tho moribund man tele-
graphed, “it is better to die at my post than for mo to
quit Tonquin at the present moment.” Subsequent dis-
patches came from other bands. On Thursday, Novembor
11, 1886, a final telegram camo from M. Chaillot, Pan*
Bort’s son-in-law, announcing that tho end had como. M-
do Freycinet, who was profoundly affected, announced the
event the same day in the Chamber in the following terms-
“ 1 announce with tho deepest sorrow tho death of M. Ban*
Bert, lie died literally on tho field of honor, broken down
by tho fatigues and hardships which he so bravely endured
in trying to carry out tho glorious task which he had under-
taken. Tho Chamber loses by his death one of its most
eminent members, Scionco one of its most illustrious
votaries, Franco one of her most loving and faithful cln*
dren, and tho Government a fellow-worker of inestimable
value, in whom we placed the fullest confidence. Excuse
mo, gentlemen, if, becauso my strength fails me, 1
unable to proceed.” M. Casimir Porior, who preside*,
then expressed the sentiments of sorrow felt by f*o
Chamber, and tho sitting was raised in sign of mourning-

Tho noxt day urgency was domanded for two votes, one
giving Paul Bert a State funeral, and tho othor giving a
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pension to his family. The first vote was strenuously
opposed by Monseigneur Freppel, Bishop of Angers, on the
ground that the deceased was an inveterate enemy of
religion. This ecclesiastic fought tooth and nail for the
Ronquin expedition, but probably he thought the atheistic
Resident-General had not been too friendly to the mission.
He was ignominiously defeated however, 45 voting with
him, and 379 against him. Monseigneur Freppel was an
ardent warrior, but he was a very poor general; otherwise he
would not have courted such a terrible rebuff for himsolf and
his Church.

Raul Bert’s personality and career are worthy of atten-
Ron. His face was fine and handsome. The brow was broad
and firm. The eyes were alert yet thoughtful, the nose was
well shaped, and there was a kindly yet resolute expression
about the lines of the mouth as well as the contour of the
chin. His figure was of middle height, well builtand finely
balanced, with good solid shoulders. His mind was
methodical, but his resources were all ready at command,
and this gave him the air of a mental soldier ready for
combat.

Born at Auxerre on October 19, 1833, according to
Dépassé, or October 17, according to Vapereau, Taul Bert
®&®° a Peasant family, who originally resided at Bouhy
(mNievre). His father, who was an attorney, brought him
up to detest nobles and priests, and to admire the first
Napoleon. The events of 1852, however, cured the young
man for ever of his Bonapartism. Henceforth ho was an
earnest Republican, and he had no feeling for the Second
Empire but that of contempt. We shall presently sec his
entry into public life after the downfall of that gigantic
fiuposture.

Paul Bert’'s only education was gained at an Auxerre
college. Thence he passed to Sainte-Barbe, where he showed
? marked inclination for science. Butaromantic notion led
mm to study law, and he took a licentiate’'s degree. Soon
finding, however, that the law was not his vocation, he
nrned his back upon it and began the study of physiology
Under the great anatomist Gratiolet. This atmosphere
®mted his mental constitution, and he made rapid progress.

*Arat™ et WHis his friend as well as his master, and, although
.7 differed fundamentally in their conceptions of the
°ngin and nature of life, their intercourse was always
cbghtful to both; and when Grfitiolet died, Paul Bert
Pronounced his eulogium in terms of delicate praise that
'vec® an honor to both.

Raking his degree of Doctor of Medicine in 1803, Paul
ert became also Doctor of Science in 1866. He taught
zoology at Bordeaux, and succeeded Flourens at the
Ifisoum. Having been for some time preparator to the
great anatomist Claude Bernard, with whom, as with
Ratiolet, he contracted a warm friendship, he succeeded
*a second master at the Sorbonne in Paris, where, in 1869,
8 became profossor pf physiology. From that moment he
"as in full evidence ; he had won a place in the front rank
~the University, and he was one of the first professors in

Never, in tho subsequent turmoil of politics, did Paul
°rt forget that ho was a scientist. lie was an ardent
j~porimentalist, and ho turned roadily from the Chamber
0 ms laboratory. Following in the footsteps of Gratiolot
.fin Claude Bernard, ho was over, to use Bacon’'s phrase,
fiterrogating naturo. Even tho Tory Standard, referring
p yomparativo Anatomy, allowed that “ the value of M.
, a»| Bert's personal contributions to it are recognised most
fily by those whoso own achievements entitle them best
J'Jfidgo.” His Premire Année d'Enseignement Scientifique,
untt,en for the primary schools, and almost universally in
*0 there, shows tho strength and easo of a master, who
j, akea scionce live to his readers because he has assimilated
completely himself. Other scientific publications of his
k Vea{ Ibo band of a specialist who, while making * all
ch®M °~ ° 1118 Province,” feels that his force and skill lie
ontb ein onc direction, al(f Pursles it with equable
to, KSasm an(i an oyo to useful discovery. Darwin also,
tho / ° a grcatcr instance, writes the Origin of Species and
tio JaSCent °f Man, but he publishes likowiso tho Fertilisa-
and Orchids and the Variations of Animals and Plants
» L ¢,\domestication, which are for specialists, and necessarily
Caviaro to the general."

WaslU « 0rt'8 Political life began in 1870. The Empire
8 visibly failing, and tho young mon who saw tho dawn

in a. better day felt the blood leap in their veins. Stand-
g for tho Council General of tho canton of Aillant, Paul
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Bert was beaten by a Bonapartist, but after the Fourth of
September he went to Paris and placed himself at the
order of the Government of National Defence. “ Remain
in the provinces,” said Jules Simon, “ there are too many
men in Paris already.” Acting on this advice, Paul Bert
returned, to Auxerre, where, without any official title, he
placed his devotion and activity at the service of his friend,
M. Ribiere, Prefect of the Yonne. They worked night and
day at military organisation, but their open town was twice
bombarded and occupied by the Germans. After the second
occupation, Paul Bert went to Gambetta at Bordeaux.
The “ Dictator ” appointed him Prefect of the Nord, where
Lille was menaced with bombardment. It was a distin-
guished honor, and the patriotic professor proved himself
worthy of it. With Gerald Faidherbe, another of Gam-
betta’'s men (what an eye he had for a man!), Paul Bert
made immense preparations for defence, but the armistice
suspended his labors, and they were terminated by the
peace.

After the war Gambetta plainly told his countrymen,
“We have been beaten through ignorance.” From that
moment national education, as well as military reorgani-
sation, became a recognised supreme duty. Paul Bert
splendidly seconded his great leader on both points, but
chiefly on the first. The Standard justly said that “ his
interest in popular education gave him his main title to the
rank and character of statesman.” Having secured a firm
seat in the Chamber of Deputies, he was able to give effect
to his ideas. His devotion never abated. His elevated
ideal is well expressed by himself in his L'Instruction Civique
a I'Ecole : “ The most rapid possible preparation of citizens,
masters of their intelligence, sound in judgment, and
imbued with the knowledge of their rights and the senti-
ment of their duties—such should be now the principal pre-
occupation of every patriot. We must learn to abandon
everything for this urgent labor and supreme interest, even
the delights of free research in the unknown regions of
science.”

Paul Bert's efforts were eminently successful. The
Superior Council of Public Instruction -wes reformed
according to his ideas in 1879. His influence prevailed
also in organising tho important primary education of girls.
Largely through his exertions the Chamber voted free,
secular, and compulsory education. When Gambetta
appointed him Minister of Public Instruction and Worship
in November, 1881, the clerical party roared with indigna-
tion, and it certainly was a strong piece of irony. But
before that short-lived Ministry ended, Paul Bert did three
excellent strokes of business. He laid the basis of military
education in schools and lycées, he frood the pupils in State
establishments from the obligation of attending religious
service or receiving religious instruction, and he organised
tho secondary education of girls. Paul Bert retired, but
his good work remained. It is not too much to say that
ho was the idol of schoolmasters and schoolmistresses and
teachers throughout France. More than any other man he
released thorn from the galling tyranny of the priests. The
Standard naturally accused him of a “ blind hatred ” of
everything clerical. The hatred may be allowed without
admitting its blindness. It was clear-eyed and deliberate.
Again and again, when France had risen, the priests had
dragged her down. “ Clericalism, there is tho enemy,”
said Gambetta, and Paul Bert at least knew he was right.
Replying to a clerical opponent in the Chamber, he said :
“ Tho conquests of education are made on the domain of
religion ; |1 am forced to meet on my road Catholic super-
stitions and Romish policy, or rather it is across their
empire that my path seems to me naturally traced.” Still
more clearly, at a meeting in the Cirque d'Hiver, in August,
1881, Gambetta himself being in tho chair, Paul Bert
expressed himself on the same subject’: “ I know very woll
that the priest will cry, ‘You have sent me from the
school ; | carry with me morality, its basis and sanction ;
| leave you to the abyss and the mud in which you will
roll.’....... We answer him with the map of Europe and of
tho world before our eyes, history in our memory, com-
mencing with tho opening of that sombre, bloody, and
fanatical Middle Age, that modern societies march towards
morality in proportion as they leave religion behind.”

Carrying the war into the enemy's camp, Paul Bert
delivered two splendid speeches in the Chamber in support
of Jules Ferry’s famous Seventh Article, depriving the un-
authorised religious orders of tho right to teach in public
schools. He was interrupted almost every minute by the
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clerical party, but he never lost his coolness, and he showed
himself amaster of repartee. With the calm precision of
a surgeon he dissected the teaching of the Jesuits and
similar fraternities. His references to their so-called moral
teachings were declared to be shameful perversions. Indeed,
said the orator, then | will read you passages from their
text-books! In a few moments the clerical party cried,
Enough, there are ladies and young persons in the gallery !
Very well then, said the orator, | will refrain; but | desire
you to note thatit is ascandal for ladies to hear what these
pious moralists teach to boys and girls !

To defend himself from the charge of falsification made
by Bishop Freppel, Paul Bert published his Morale des
Jesuites, twenty thousand copies of which were sold in less
than ayear. Taking two Latin works by the Jesuit father
Gury, both of which were in general use in the religious
seminaries, he went systematically through them, and
showed that the moral duplicities stigmatised by Pascal,
and the bestialities of Sanchez and his compeers, were still
used to poison the minds of the youth of France. Paul
Bert translated Gury’'s Latin into French, but asterisks
were often necessary, and several revolting passages that
it was necessary to quote had to be left in the obscurity of
a dead tongue. The book was dedicated, appropriately
enough, to Bishop Freppel himself in a vein of masterly
irony.

From that moment Paul Bert became a sort of Antichrist
to the clericals. Reply tvas impossible, so they resorted to
slander. They called him a libertine, a shameless
materialist, a man infected with all the vices and turpitudes
of Paris, a disgrace to the Chamber, a debauchee, and so
on, in the well-known style of religious controversialists.
But the slander wa3 harmless, for Paul Bert was notoriously
a model husband and father, as well as a good citizen; and
his home, presided over by an accomplished wife of Scotch
descent, was a sanctuary of happiness and peace.

The Standard allowed that “it is impossible not to
admire Paul Bert'ssingle-hearted enthusiasm and devotion,”
and that “ he had the keenest sympathy for the struggles
and sufferings of his fellow-men.” Without wasting his
mental force in dreams of impossible or far-off' utopias,
he applied himself to elevating the lot of his countrymen ;
and he did this, not by appealing to their animal instincts
of selfishness and pride, but by appealing to their intellects
and consciences. His labor was not fruitless, and the
mark of his mind is on tho upward life of France. Nor
was he animated by any hope of reward in this world or
the next. He was not only an Atheist, but a militant
Atheist; yet, indefiance of priestly croakings, he dwelt on
the loftiest levels of thought and feeling, finding delight in
the pursuit of truth, and a keener delight in imparting its
benefactions to his fellow-citizens of the world.

G. W. FOOTE.

THE NATIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY.

Retort of the Monthly Executive Meeting held at the
Society’s offices on Thursday, November 24 ; the President
in the chair. There were present.—E. Bater, C. Cohen,
T. Gorniot, F. Schaller, G. J. Warren, Annie Brown, W.
Heaford, A. B. Moss, E. W. Quay, C. Quinton, J. Neate,
M. Loafer, B. Munton, H. Brown, T. Wilmot, and the Secre-
tary.

Minutes of the previous meeting read and confirmed.
Cash statement received and adopted. Minutes of sub-
committee also discussed and adopted. It was resolved, upon
the recommendation of this committee, that Mr. W. H.
Spivey, of Huddersfield, be appointed collector for the
Treasurer's Scheme.

Ttie President informed the Council of the death of Mrs.
Forder, and it was unanimously resolved : “ Thar this Execu-
tive desires to express its deep sympathy with the Hon.
Secretary, Mr. It. Forder, in his sad bereavement.”

The President reported that the Secular Almanack was
now issued, and hoped those concerned would push the sale
and thus benefit the funds of the Society. He then pro-
ceeded to call attention to the financial condition of the
Society. In the course of his remarks he reported upon the
business transacted at the recent General Meeting of the
Secular Society, Limited, and indicated how it might be
possible for the new Society to assist the N. S. S. to reduce
i s present expenditure without interfering with its present
office arrangements, and asked for other suggestions to reach
him by next meeting, when the matter would be again

discussed.
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The Secretary reported that all arrangements were
complete for the Society’s annual dinner at the Holborn
Restaurant on Monday, Jan. 9, 1899.

Mr. Foote reported his attendance at the meetings called
by the Free Press Defence Committee.

Other minor matters of business were considered, and
the meeting adjourned until Dec. 22.

Edith M. Vance, Secretary.

FAILURE OF UTOPIA.

The Death of lcaria.

lcaria is dead. The oldest, and for long the most successful,
attempt to found a terrestrial Utopia was brought to an end
last month, when the lowa Courts formally decreed the wind-
ing-up of the New Icarian community. The Far West has
long been, and still remains, the field of many endeavors to
carry out the gospel of “ liberty, equality, and fraternity”
in self-supporting communities ; and Brook Farm, the
Greeley Colony in Colorado, Riverside, the numerous
Phalanx communities, and various others, all bear witness
to a vain search for the ideal existence. But Icaria differed
materially from any of its rivals. In the reign of Louis
Philippe, Etienne Cabet, a friend of Proudhon, attempted
to found a model community in France. The Government
was actively opposed to the plan, and after a time Cabet
resolved to emigrate with his followers to the New World.
He bought the old Mormon settlement at Nauvoo, in Illinois,
the State Legislature granted him every possible legal
facility, and before long he was joined by about two thou-
sand French people. The central ideas of the colony were
absolute equality and community of goods. The colonists
lived in little houses round the central one, where they all
had their meals together. So far as possible, the colonists
strove to produce all they required; but twice a year the
Directors made all absolutely necessary purchases from the
outside world, each member sending in a list of the things
he required. The marriage bond was strictly observed, and
the life of the people was regulated on adistinctively Chris-
tian basis.

For some years, notwithstanding the nominal democratic
basis of the colony, Cabet had supreme authority. So loDg
as he remained dictator, all went well. But, after a few
years, considerable murmuring arose concerning his auto-
cratic ways. The members insisted that they should have
a more real share in the management, and finally Cabet,
with a few of his faithful friends, withdrew altogether from
the settlement. A little time before this, seeing the head-
way the individualistic spirit was making in lllinois, Cabet
got a considerable number of the colonists to move to
Southern lowa, where they were more out of touch with
civilisation. Here they established a big agricultural
colony, introducing the careful methods of French culture
to the West. They started grape growing, which has since
become a considerable industry throughout the State. I*1
lowa the administration was democratic in fact as well »»
in name. The community owned all property, dividing it
out to each family according to its requirements. All ate
at one table, and the care and education of the children was
recognised as the duty of the whole people. The popularly-
elected officials had no power to do anything beyond what
they were directed by the general assembly, and every
attempt at self-assertion was carefully suppressed.

The French emigrants, full of their ideals, were more than
content to give up their all for the common good ; but when
their children came in their places the real troubles of the
community commenced. The industrious complained that
all their energy was absorbed in helping on the idle and
shiftless colonists. The young people saw their non-conn
inunal neighbors accumulating riches in a few years, whiRt
work as they would, they never could say that anything
was theirs. Twelve years ago they again divided, and
before long the OIld Icarians dissolved, sharing the property
among the remaining members. The New IcariaDS stiff
struggled gallantly to realise their ideal. But internal
troubles and jealousies proved too stroDg, and three years
ago all the remaining estate was placed in the hands of a
Receiver. Acting under the District Court, ho has now
divided it, and New Icaria has been formally dissolved.

—Daily News.

A Greater Power.

“ Now, children,” said the Sunday-school teacher of tho
juvenile class, “our lesson to-day tells of the powers
possessed by kings and queens. Can any of you name
still greater power?”

“Yes'm; 1lcan,” replied one little fellow.

“ What, Willie?' asked the teacher,

“ Aces,” was the unexpected answer.



December 4, 1898.

BOOK CHAT.

We hear that Mr. W. E. Henley is to contribute the monthly
causerie to the pages of the Pall Mall Magazine during the
ensuing year, and that the illustrations will be drawn by
Mr. S. H. Sime, the well-known creator of the supernatural
cartoons. X X X

Messrs. Harmsworth announce what is practically an
edition-deluxe of Sir John Lubbock’s Best Hundred Books.
Sir John’s list is by no means an ideal one; but it is at
least useful. The Daily Mail advertisement informs us that
Sir John’s list has won the written approval of H.R H. the
Prince of Wales, the Right Hon. Joseph Chamberlain,
the Duke of Argyll, etc. “ Angels and ministers of grace
defend us” ! if these gentlemen are the final court of appeal
on literary matters. N N

Baron Corvo’s delightfully blasphemous book, Stories Toto
Told Me, is exciting the bile of the orthodox reviewers.
They do not at all relish the Baron poking fun at the Padre
Eterno and the other dramatis personre of the Christian re-
ligion. Some of them even talk about the Baron hurting
the feelings of the believer. Bah! “ An ounce of civet, good
apothecary”! N N N

The unco’ guid care a great deal about the feelings of
others. We invite these delicate reviewers to glance at a
lew numbers of the so-called Christian Evidence periodicals,
edited by evangelists and other of that ilk, and we venture
to say that Baron Corvo’s delicate banter will be a positive
relief after the Christi*an garEage.

Talking about blasphemy reminds us how profane are
Many of the titles of popular books. Here are a few we
remember offhand : God's Gentlemen, God’s Fool, If I Were
God, The Wheel of God, God's Outcast, God Forsaken, In the
Image of God, God and the Ant, etc.

The principal item in the Literary Guide for December is
Mr. Gould’s interview with Dr. Edward Westermarck, author
of the History of Human Marriage. Dr. Westermarck’s
opinions on many men and views are recorded, including
Eecky, Buckle, Kidd, Balfour, Tylor, Adam Smith, and
laley. We are glad to note the high praise of Tylor. The
other contents of this publication are replete with interest
and information. The opening article is by Mr. Charles
Watts. - - -

The near approach of the merry celebration of the alleged
birthday of the “ Man of Sorrows” (not, by the way, our
scholarly friend Mr. Satan, who has sorrows of his own)
makes Mr. Foote’'s pamphlet on Bible and Beer a topical
Publication. Our readers might direct the attention of their
friends and acquaintances to this booklet at this season of
the year with advantage. .

Mr. G. L. Mackenzie,the “ Laureate of Secularism,’
deserves well at the hands of Freethinkers. He has devoted
his talents to Rationalism for a number of years, without
miy recognition beyond the satisfaction of having done his
best for the cause ho loves. Arrangements are now being
made for the publication of the best verses of Mr.
Mackenzie in volume form. The price will ba half-a-crown,
at>d Mr. Fordor will be happy to receive the names of any of

readers who wish to bo added to the list of subscribers
for the forthcoming b(lok. .

One result of the Bedborough trial is that the porno-
graphic publishers are issuing a number of books ostensibly
<mthe subject of sex inversion. Those dealers in garbage
know perfectly well that public curiosity has ben roused
°n this subject, and they are meeting a real demand. We
Put it to our readers whethor it is better that the country
should be flooded with these filthy works, and a genuine
scientific work like that of Dr. Havelock Ellis's should be

snowed under ” in the alleged interests of Sweeneyism 1

* * *

Mister Anderson’s subordinates, including, in all proba-
bility, Sweeney the Magnificent, are very busy visiting the
booksellers’ shops seeking for any books of an incriminating
nature. It must be a novel experience for booksellers and
their assistants to have to continually wait on gentlemen with
VvRy large feet, who ask for scientific books, and drop
their h's.

* * *
A bookselling acquaintance of ourown informs us thathe
asked lately for Dr. Ellis's “ Pishcology ” of Sex. Mister
Anderson had better send his boys in blue to the Evening
Continuation Classes.

* *

.The Bishops and the other
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to be the regulation dose. The editor probably thinks that
is about enough of the mixture if he wishes to avoid fatal
results. * * .

Mr. Sidney Lee’s Life of William Shakespeare is just pub-
lished by Smith, Elder, it Co. We mention it hurriedly for
the sake of readers who may be anxious to procure a copy
of such an important work as soon as possible. It will be
noticed at some length in an early number of the Freethinker.

SAVED BY A KORAN.

HOW a Dervish's Heart was Preserved From the Lance
of a Lancer.

Among the trophies of the battle of Omdurman now on
exhibition at the United Service Institution is a small
leather-bound Koran, half pierced bv a jagged hole, which
was, itis told, the means of saving a Dervish'’s life.

He carried it in the breast of his jibbeh, and the lance of
a trooper of the gallant 21st was stopped by it; but the
precious book stuck fast on the lance-point, and was dragged
from its owner’s breast; surely, the most strangely-captured
trophy ever won in battle.

The following is an unauthenticated copy of the letter
written by the saved Dervish to his mother. It is sent to
us by a correspondent who remembers having read some-
thing of the same sort before :(—

“ To the honored mother of me. Greeting !

“ Know ye by these presents (which | nicked them off
the bodies of my less fortunate companions) that the
tide of death rolled over me at Omdurman and left me
scatheless, thanks to Allah and the pious mother whose
parting gift to me was a copy of the Koran as bound by
the S. P. M. K. for cheap distribution among the poor.
Never had it left my bosom (in verity | had forgotten it
was there), and when a dog of a pig-sticking infidel rode
at me with a lance, and | thought to be speared like an
eel of the Nile, Allah was good, and interposed the word
of his prophet between me and a short, sharp death.
Truly the infidel carried off my book on the point of his
lance ; but what is a copy of the Koran, 12mo., cloth
boards, sprinkled edges, compared with sweet life. And
so no more at present, my honored mother, hoping this
will find you well as it leaves me at present.—Your living
son (praise be to Allah 1), Mustafha.

“ P.S.—If you show this letter to the S. P. M. K., they
will give you many shekels for it, and print it in tracts
for the infidel Christian dogs.

“P.P.S.—The surviving members of my company
(they are but few, but Allah is good ! great was the loot
of them) beg that the S. P. M. K. will send them each a
copy of the Koran—one man one book. If out of stock,
try small dictionaries.”

— "Star" {London.)

SMOKED MISSIONARY.

A correspondent sends us the following from Egremont
Cheshire : “ 1 was fold of an amusing incident which
occurred here a few days ago. Some wag had pasted on a
wall in one of the main thoroughfares the cover of Harms-
worth’'s Magazine, having on it the bust of a smiling black
girl, and at the bottom of it the following : ‘ Pleased.—Just
had good fed missionlilly for dinner. Bolly good “ chop”
missionlilly, only smell of brimstone.’

“ Two gentlemen stopped to read it, and at the same time
came up a clerk employed in a Liverpool office, the self-
elected detective to a Bowling Club, of which he is a
member, for the purpose of seeing whether any of the
members go anywhere else to get their evening drinks
instead of spending the money in the club, and is also a
great advocate of ‘Ritualistic candle-shows,” by which he
has been dubbed some very funny names, and amoDg them
‘Tallow Jack’ and ‘Candle Jack.” Seeing us reading, he
stopped also, and, after reading it, took out his knife, and,
suiting the action to the words, ‘ I'm d----- d if I'm going to
see my religion insulted in this fashion,’ cut off the (to him)
objectionable description. The roars of laughter that
followed this from those standing by is beyond description,
and | think ‘ Candle .Tack’ felt rather ashamed he had made
such an ass of himself.

“ This incident, since | heard it, has set me thinking. |
know nothing of anatomy, nor of any of the sciences under or
by which the question can be answered. The thought
which occurred to me is this : Since sky-pilots now, and
have for some time, ceased to preach ‘ Hell-Fire and Brim-
stone,’ is it possible, as they, as it were, bottle-up this
‘brimstone’ in themselves, for diners off ‘ missionlilly ’ to
smell the brimstone, particularly if the cut is from that part

illustrious obscurememberswfhere, in ordinary persons, the brain is usually situated 1

the clerical profession are still publishing weekly doses of il ask for light—I am a smoker—and don't ask for the

twaddle in Lloyds Weekly Newspaper.

Half-a-column seems lorthodox fire; ‘it tastes the mouth.’”
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

[ Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us byfirst post on Tuesday,
and be marked “ Lecture Notice,” if not sent on post-card.]

LONDON.

The AthenfUM Hall (73 Tottenham Oonrt-road, W.) : 7.30,
G. W. Foote, “ John Burns, Price Hughes, Sunday Concerts, and Sabba-
tarian Bigotry.”

Bradlaugh Club and I nstitute (36 Newington Green-road, Ball's
Pond): 8.30, A Concert.

Camberwell (North Camberwell
7, Entertainment and Dance.

West London Branch (15 Edgware-road): December 8, at 8.15,
Ohilperic Edwards, “ The Book of Jonah in the Light of the Higher
Criticism.”

East London Ethical Society (Bow Yestry Hall, Bow-road, E .):
7, F. J. Gould, “ The Day of Judgment.”

Kinosland (Ridley-road) : 12, Meeting at the Bradlaugh Club.

South London Ethical Society (Surrey Masonic Hall, Camberwell
New-road, S.E 1: 11.15, Discussion on “ Buddhism 7, J. Clarke, M A ,
“ An Ethical View of God and Christ.” '

West London Secular Club (15 Edgware-road): Every evening
7—10.50.

West London Ethical Society (Kensington Town Hall): 11,
J. M. Robertson, “ The Ethic of the Intellectual iJife.”

Open-Air Propaganda.
Hyde Park (near Marble Arch): 11.30, Mr. Marriott, “ Socialism,

Secularism, and the Reformation.”
Deptford (Broadway): 6.30, R. P. Edwards and C. James.-

COUNTRY. ,

Birmingham Branch (Bristol-street Board-school) : E. J. Sale—11
“ A Secularist’'s Vi=w of the Bible”; 7,“ Did God Make Man, or did
Man Make God ?”

Blackburn (Power-loom Weavers' Large Room, Clayton-street):
December 5,at 7.30, O. Cohen, “ Substitutes for Religion.” December 6,
at 7.30, C. Cohen, “ Christianity and the Jews.”

Bradford (Oddfellows’ Hall): 7, H. Smith, “ The Ruins in the
Soudan.”

Chatham Secular Society (Queen’s-roai,New Brompton): 2.45,
Sunday-school; 7, R. Forder, “ Historical Christianity.”

Chester (Corn Exchange): G. Standring—3, “ Am | my Brother’s
Keeper ”; 7,“ Christianity and Social Progress.”

Glasgow (Lecture Hail, 110 Brunswick-street) : 11 30, 2.30, and 6.30,
Charles Watts.

Leicester Secular Hall (Humberstone Gate) : 6.30, H. Percy
Ward, “ From Wesleyan Pulpit to Secular Platform.”

Liverpool (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square): 7, J. Woollett, “ An
Italian Pessimist, Giacomo Leopardi.”

Manchester Secular Hall (Rusholme-road, All Saints): C
Cohen—11, “ Herbert Spencer : Il. Ethics and Economics ”; 3, “ Why
People do Not Attend Church: An Answer to the Bishop of Man-
chester”; 7, “ Religion and Man.”

Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockingham-street):
E. Evans—3, “ Roots, Stems, and Leaves”; 7, “ Studies from Nature,”
with lantern illustrations Tea at 5.

Soutb Shields (Captain Duncan’s Navigation School, Market-place):
7, A Reading on “ Materialism.”

Hall, 61 New Church-road):

Lecturers’ Engagements.

O Cohen, 17 Osborne-road, High-road, Leyton—December 4, Man-
chester ; 5 and 6, Blackburn; 7, 8, and O, Derby ; 11, Stockton-on-Tees.

H. Percy Ward, 5, Alexandra-road, Edgbaston, Birmingham.—
December 4, Leicester. 18, Birmingham.

POSITIVISM.

“Reorganization, without god or Kking, by the systematic
worship of Humanity.”

Information and publications on the Religion of Humanity
may bo obtained free from Mr. Malcolm Quin, Church of
Humanity, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

THE ADULT.

An Unconventional Journal. Edited by Henry Seymour.

Price 3d., by post 4d.

Contents for December The Literary “ Hall-Mark ” of the
Old Laiiey, by the Editor; The Chronicle and the Unthinking, by
William Platt; A Verbatim Report of the Bedborough Trial; In
Defence of “ Heloise,” bv Berta O. E. Buss ; The Survival of the Inqui-
sition, by “ Justitia  The Advantages of Celibacy, by “ O.”; A Note
on the Bedborough Trial, by Havelock Ellis: The Man of “ Blood and
Iron,” by Lothrop Withington; George Bedborough: Coward, by
Himself ; A Love Tale of Old Sardinia, by Henry Seymour; etc., etc.

The Bijou Press : 51 Arundel-square, London.

Price 3d, by post 4d.,

The Secularist’'s Catechism.

An Exposition of Secular Principles, showing their Relation to
the Political and Social Problems of the Day.

By CHARLES WATTS
(Vice-President of the National Secular Society).

London: Charles Watts, 17 Johnson’s-conrt, Fleet-street, E.C

is the Briefest and most
7d. post

NIGRAPHIC SHORTHAND
Perfect of all Systems. Parts I. to VIII, now ready.

free. P. W. Baldwin, O.M Ashton-on-Ribble.
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Works by Colonel R. G. Ingersoll.

Some Mistakes of Moses. Last Words on Suicide. 2d
The only complete edition iN God and the State. 2d.'

England. Accurate as Colenso, ‘0
and fascinating asa novel. 132 pp. W;a);t |am2d I an Agnostic?
Is. Superior paper, cloth Is. 6d. ) ’ i
Why am | an Agnostic?
Defence of Freethought. Part Il. 2d
A Five Hours’ Speech at the Trial . ’ ) Repl
of C. B. Reynolds for Blasphemy. Faith and Fact. eply to
6d. Dr. Field. 2d
Shakespeare. 6d G?dDang_ l:/(!janz.d Second reply
The Gods. 6d. 0 Dr. Fleld. .

The Dying Creed. 2d.

The Limits of Toleration.
A Discussion with the Hon. F. D.
Ooudert and Gov. S. L. Woodford.

The Holy Bible. 6d.

Reply to Gladstone. With
a Biography by J. M. Wheeler.
4d.

2d.
Rome or Reason 1 A Reply The Household of Faith.
to Cardinal Manning. 4d. od
Crimes against Criminals. Art and Morality. 2d.
?
Oration on Walt Whitman. Do I Braspheme? 2d.
3d. The Clergy and Common
Oration on Voltaire. 3d. Sense. 2d.
Abraham Lincoln. 3d. Socia_l Salvatior:l. 2d.
Paine the Pioneer. 2d. Marriage and Divorce. 2d.
Skulls. 2d.

Humanity's Debt to Thomas

Paine. 2d. The Great Mistake. Id.
Ernest Renan and Jesus Live Topics. Id.
Christ. 2d. Myth and Miracle. Id.

True Religion. 2d. Real Blasphemy. Id.
Three Philanthropists. 2d. Repairing the ldols. Id.
Love the Redeemer. 2d. Christ and Miracles, Id.

Is Suicide a Sin? 2d. Creeds & Spirituality. Id.

London ; R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

THE BEST BOOK

ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, | BELIEVE,
TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND PRACTICE

OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.
By J. U. HOLMES, M.M.L,, M.V.S., M.N.S.S.

1G0 payee, with portrait and autograph, bound in cloth, gilt lettered.
Price Is., postfree.

%* In order to bring the information within the reach of the poor, the
most important parts of the book are issued in a pamphlet of 112 pages
at one tenny, post free 2d. Copies of the pamphlet for distribution Is.
a dozen post free.

The National Re/ormer of 4th September, 1892, says: “ Mr. Holmes’
pamphlet ... is an almost unexceptionable statement of the Neo-
Malthusian theory and practice . . . and throughout appeals to moral
feeling. . The special value of Mr. Holmes' service to the Neo-
Malthusian cause and to human well being generally is just his combi-
nation in his pamphlet of a plain statement of the physical and moral
need for family limitation with a plain account of tho means by which
it can be secured, and an offer to all concerned of the requisites at the
lowest possible p, ices.”

The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr. Allbutt, and
others, have also spoken of it in very high terms.

The Trade supplied by R. Fordek, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C.
Other orders should be sent to the author.

J. R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAGE, BERKS.
W. J. Rendell's “Wife's Friend”

Recommended by Mrs. Besant in Law of Population, p. 32, and Dr.
Allbutt in Wife's Handbook, p. 51. Made onty at No. 15 Chadwcll-
street, Clerkenwell ; 2s per doz., post free (reduction in larger
quantities). For particulars send stamped envelope.

Important Caution.
Beware of useless imitations substituted by some dealers and chemists,
the words “ Rendell & Co.” and “ J. IF. Rendall,” etc., being speciously
and plausibly introduced to deceive the public.

Look for Autograph Registered Trade Mark

t/
___No. 182,688.

in Red Ink on each Box, without which none are Genuine.

Higginson’s Syringe, with Vertical and Reverse Current, 3s 6d., 4s. 6d.,
and 6s. 6d. Dr. Paltroy’s Powder, Is. 2d. Quinine Compound, Is- 2d.
Dr. Allbutt’'s Quinine Powders, 3s. per doz. All prices post free.

W. J. RENDELL, 15 Chadwell-st., Clerkenwell, E.C.

HERB PILLS wmaADE FrROM

Podophyllum, Cascara Sagrada, Dandelion, Rhubarb,
Burdock, etc.

These Pills have been used during the last 80 years as a Family
Medicine. Nothing else required if used occasionally. Sold at 6d., is-i
and 2s. 6d. per box, with directions for use ; or free by post for value id
stamps or Postal Order to

G. THWAITES, 2 Church Row, Stockton-on-Tees.

Advice free on all Diseases. A Herb Recipe to cure any Disease with
Herls free.
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FREETHOUGHT WORKS.

Suicide. By David Hume.
after the author's death,
editions of his writings. 2d.

Letters to the Clergy. By G. W. Foote. Subjects j—Creation
—The Belioviog Thief on the Cross—The Atonement—OId
Testament Morality—Inspiration—Credentials of the Gospel-
Miracles—Prayer. 128 pp.; Is.

Flowers of Freethought. (First Series.) By G.
Fifty-one essays on a variety of Freethought topics
cloth, 28. 6d.

Flowers of Freethought. (Socond Series.) By G. W. Foote.
Fifty-eight Essays on a further variety of Froethought topics.
302 pp., cloth, 2s. 6d.—These two volumes of Flowers form
together acomplete Garden of Freethought. Every aspect of
Reason and Faith is treated somewhere, and always in a popular
style. Contains much of tho author’s best writing.

John Morley as a Freethinker. By G. W. Foote. Valuable
references to Mr. Morley’s writings. Good for Kroothinkors to
road first and then lend to their Christian friends. 2d.

Is Socialism Sound? Four Nights’ Public Debate botweon
G. W. Foote and Annie Besant. Verbatim, and revised by
both disputants. Is.; superior edition in cloth, 2s.

The Sign of the Cross. A Candid Criticism of Mr. Wilson Barrett's
Play, showing its gross partiality and its ridiculous historic
inaccuracy, with special reference to the (probably) forged
passage in Tacitus and the alleged Neronic massacre of Chris-
tians. Handsomely printed, 6d.

The Birth of Christ. From the original “ Life of Jesus” by
the famous Strauss. With an introduction by G. W. Foote. A
wost thorough Analysis and Exposure of tho Gospel Story by a
Master Hand. 6d.

Christianity and Secularism. Public Debate between G. W.
Foote and Rev. Dr. McCann. Verbatim Report, revised by
both Disputants. Is.; superior edition in cloth, Is. fid.

Bible Heroes. From Adam to Paul. By G. W. Foote. In-
structive, interesting, amusing, and honest; in fact, the only
honest book on the subject. 200 pp., cloth, 2s. 6d.

The Grand Old Book- A Reply to the Grand Old Man. By
G. W. Foote. An Exhaustive Answer to Mr. Gladstone’s
ftmprognabls Both of Holy Scripture, la.] cloth edition, Is. fid.

W ill Christ Bare Us7 By G. W. Foot». An Examination of
the Claims of Jesus Christ to be considered the Savior of the
World. Contains much Historio Information on 8lavory, the
Position of Woman, General Social Progress, and the advanoe
of Science and Freethought in opposition to Christian bigotry.
Id.

Darwin on God. By G. W. Foote. A full and minute aocoount
of Darwin’s mental development, with a brief Memoir of his
grandfather, the famous Erasmus Darwin ; containing all the
Passages in Darwin’s works, and In his L ift and Litters, bearing
directly or Indiroctly on tho subjoct of religion. Every Free-
thinker should have and keep a copy of this important little
volume, fid.; cloth, Is.

Footsteps of the Past.

A powerful essay, first) published
and not included in ordinary

IV. Foote.
214 pp.,

Valuable Essays In the Evolution of
Religion and Ethics. By J. M. Wheeler. With a Preface by
G. W. Foote. Cloth, 3s.

Infidel Death-Beds. By G. W. Foote. Seoond edition, revised
and much enlarged. Contains authentic details of the last hours
of sixty-two historic Freethinkers, and in most cases a sketch
of their lives. Precise roforencos given in every Instanoe. fid. ;
cloth, Is. 3d.

O«nic Sermons and Other Fantasias. By Q. W. Foote. A
selection of the author’s bost satirioal writings. Contents:—
A Sormon on Summer—A Mad Sormon—A Sermon on Sin—A
Bishop in tho Workhouse—A Christmas Sermon—Christmas
Eve in Heaven—Bishop Trimmer’s Sunday Diary—Tho Judge
and the Devil—Satan and Michael—The First Christmas—
Adam’s Breochos—The Fall of Eve—Joshua and Jericho—A
Baby God—Judas Iscariot, fid.

Defence of Freethought. By Colonel Ingersoll. A Grand
Speech, oocupying four hours in delivery, made in defence of
Mr. Reynolds, who was prosecuted for Blasphemy in New
Jorsey. fid. 5

Defence of Free Speech- By G. W. Foote. Three hoars’
address to the Jury in the Court of Queen’s Bonoh before Lord
Goleridge, In answer to an Indictmentfor Blasphemy on account
of oertaln Issues of the Frssthinktr. Carefully revised, with an
'»portant Prefaoe and Footnotes, id.

Reminiscences of Charles Bradlaugh. By G. W. Foote.
Written directly after Bradlaugh's death, and containing
personal anecdotes and characteristics not to be found elsewhere.
Necessary to those who want to know the real Bradlaugh.

The Shadow of the Sword. A Moral and Statistical Essay on
War. By G. W. Foote. Christian papers have called it
“ powerful ” and “ masterly.” 2d.

Bible Romances. By G. W. Foote. New Edition, revised and
largely re-written. (1) The Creation Story, 2d.; (2) Eve and
the Apple, Id ; (3) Cain and Abel, Id.; (4) Noah's Flood, 2d.;
(5) Tho Tower of Babel, Id.; (6) Lot's Wife, Id.; (7) Tho Ten
Plagues, Id.; (8) The Wandering Jews, Id.; (9) Balaam’s Ass,
Id.; (10) God in a Box, Id.; (11) Jonah and the Whale, Id.;
(12) Bible Animals, Id.; (13) A Virgin Mother, 2d.; (14) The
Resurrection, 2d.; (15) The Crucifixion, Id.; (16) St. John'’s
Nightmare, Id.

Royal Paupers. Showing what Royalty docs for tho People,
and what the People do for Royalty. By G. W. Foote. 2d.

Open Letters to Jesus Christ. By G. W. Foote. Racy as
well as Argumentative. Something Unique. 4d.

Philosophy of Secularism. By G. W. Foote. 3d.

The Bible God. A Scathing Criticism. By G. W. Foote. 2d.

Pagan Mythology; or, The Wisdom of the Aneients. By
Lord Bacon. Is.

Church of England Catechism Examined. A Masterly Work,
which narrowly escaped prosecution. By Jeremy Bentham. la

Utilitarianism. By Jeremy Bentham. 3d.

Fiee Will and Necessity. By Anthony Collins. Reprinted
from 1715 edition, with Biography rf Collins by J. M. Wheeler,
and Preface and Annotations by G. W. Foote. Huxley says that
“ Collins writes with wonderful power and closeness of reason-
ing.” Is.; superior edition, on supeifine paper, cloth, 2s.

The Code of Nature. By Diderot and D'Holbach. 2d.

The Essence of Religion. God the Imego of Man, Man’s Depend-
ence upon Nature the Last and Only Source of Religion. By
Ludwig Feuorbach. “ No one haB dtmonstrated and ex lained
the purely human origin of the idea of God better than Ludwig
Feuerbach.”—Buchner. Is.

Crimes of Christianity. By G. W. Foote and J. M. Wheeler
Hundreds of exact references to Standard Authors. An un-
answerable Indictment of Christianity. Vol. 1., cloth gilt,
216 pp., 2s. fid.

The Jewish Life of Christ. Being the Sepher Toldoth Jtthu, or
Book of the Generation of Jesus. Edited, with an Historical
Preface and Voluminous Notes, by G. W. Foote and J. M.
Wheeler, fid.; superior edition, superfine paper, cloth, Is.

The Mortality of the SouL Bv David Hume. Not Inoluded
in ordinary editions of Hume's “ Essays.” 2d.

Liberty and Necessity. By David Hume. 4d.

Essays in Rationalism. Bv Charlos Robert Newman, the Atheist
brothor of the late Cardinal Newman. With a Preface by G. J.
Holyoake, and Biography by J. M. Wheeler. Is. fid.

The Rights of Man. By Thomas Paine. With a PoPtioal Bin
graphy by J. M. Wheeler. Is.; doth edition, 2s.

Satires and Profanities. By James Thomson (B.V.).
clever as they are often profane.”—Christian World. Is.

A Refutation of Deism. By Shelley. Really a Defonoe of
Atheism. 4d. .

Miscellaneous Theological Works. By Thomas Paine.
his writings on Religion exoepb the Age of Season, is.
Theism or Atheism. Publio Debate between G. W. Foote and
the Rov. W. T. Lee. Verbatim Report, revised by both Dis-

putants. Well printed and neatly bound, Is.

Bible and Beer. By G. W. Foote. Showing the absurdity of
basing Teetotalism on tho Christian Scriptures. Careful,
thorough, and acourate. Freethinkers should keep this pam-
phlet by them. 4d.

The Holy Bible. Bv Colonel Ingersoll. A Masterpiece of Popular
Criticism ; one of Ingersoll's greatest efforts, fid.

The Coming Civilization. By Colonel Ingersoll. An Address
delivered in the Columbia Theatre, Chloago, Sunday, April 12,
1896, to a vast meeting of Members and Friends of the " Churek
Militant.” 3d.

The Foundations of Faith. By Colonel IngerBoll. Contents :—
The OIld Testament—The New Testament—Jehovah—The

Trinity—The Theologloal Christ—The *“ Soheme "—Belief__
Conclusion. 3d.

"As

All

LONDON ; R. FONDER, 28 STONECUTTER STREET, E.C.

THOMAS PAINE'S WORKS.

® Rights of Man. Centenary edition.
Biography by J. M. Wheeleii.

Works,

With a Political
la.; bound in cloth, 2s.

toplete Theological
Beaton.) Cloth, 2s. td

(including the Age of

Loudon ; R. Fordor, 28 Stonocutter-street, E.C

TANTON, the People’s Dontist, 335 Strand (opposite

Somerset House).—TEETH on VULCANITE, 2s. 6d. each ; upper

or lowerset, £1  Best Quality, 4s. each ; upper or lower, £2. Completed

in four hours when required ; repairing or alterations in two hours.

If you pay more than the above, they are fancy charges. Teeth on

platinum. 7s. 6d. each ; on 18 ct. gold, 15s ; stopping, 2s. 6d.; extraction
Is.; painless by gas, 5s.

ESSONS IN FRENCH—Monsieur JutesBail1y desires
Pupils. Easy plan and efficiency guaranteed. Terms very mode-

rate. Address, 32 Store-street, Bedford-square, W.O.
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CHRISTMAS CHEER
A FAT GOOSE OR A BIG TURKEY

will be sent, Carriage Paid, on the 23rd of December, to the sender of every
tenth order received for our Marvellous

CHRISTMAS PARCELS.

No, 1—1 Pair Pure Wool Blankets, 1 Heavy Cloth Dress Length, 1 Smart Lady’s Umbrella,
1 Pair Lace Curtains, 1 Beautiful Cushion Square, 1 Imitation Sable Fur Necktie,
1 Fine White Apron, 1 Linen Handkerchief.

No. 2.—1 Overcoat Length, 1 Gent’s Umbrella, 1 Heavy Cloth Dress Length, 1 Lady’s Umbrella.

NoO. 3.— 1 Suit Length, 1 Heavy Cloth Dress Length, 12 yards Fine Flannelette, 1 Imitation
Sable Fur Necktie.

No, 4.—1 good strong well-finished Single or Double-breasted Overcoat. Give chest over
ordinary coat and length from centre of back to full length of sleeve measuremen ;
also state your height.

No. 5.—1 Long Real Bear Victoria-shaped Fur. Reduced from 40s. each.

All one Price, 21s. Carriage Paid.

Sold only as a CHRISTMAS TREAT, not for profit. These parcels cannot be
supplied to Agents except at above price NETT.

A Consolation Prize—Ilib. of our Famous Free Clothing Tea—to every purchaser
who is not lucky enough to get a Goose or Turkey.

J W. GOTT, 2 & 4 Union Street, Bradford.

NOW READY. Price 3d, by post 4d

THE SECULAR ALMANACK FOR 1399.

EDITED BY G. W. FOOTE,

ISSUED BY THE NATIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY.

SOME OF TEE CONTENTS.

Calendar for 1899. The Hooligans of Superstition. By A. B. Moss.

The Future of Freethought. By G. W. Foote. The Unrealities of Religion. By W. Heaford.

The Work Before Us. By Charles Watts. The Secular Society, Limited. ) )
Outgrowing the Gods. By C. Cohen. Information Concerning the National Seculir Society.
A Freethinker's Prophecy. By F. J. Gould. Freethought Lecturers.

LONDON : I?. FORDER, 28 STONECUTTER-STREET, E.C.

Hoards, 108 large pages, price Is., by post Is. 2d.,

Ethics of the Great Religions.

By CHARLES T. GORHAM.
S H A K E S P E A R E “ Readers who have no time to study the subject in delai for them-
1 selves will derive much profit from this book, which is written through-

out in a candid, impartial spirit, and with adequate infjrmition.”—
Freethinker.
A LECTURE By London : Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, E.C.

COLONEL INGERSOLL_ Just issued, price 6d, by p st 7d,
Ye Gospel According to Simon.
By UNITHEOS.

Ood—Creation— Evolution—Cell-Life—Ethics—Early Marriage.

Should be read by every student of human nature bom®
new and startling truths worked out.

Price Sixpence.

HANDSOMELY printed.

“ A powerful piece of literary and philosophical criticism.

Ingersoll's glowing style, his forcible logic, and his acute London : W. Reeves, 185 Floet-street, E.C.
discrimination make his panegyric of the Bard of Avon . . .
almost as interesting to read as, no doubt, his lecture was Just istued, price Id., by post 1dl; 9J. per dozen,by post lid ,
inspiriting to hear.—The Stage. O YOU BELIEVE THE BIBLE IS THE INSPIRED
WORD OF GOD? Well suited for propagandist pirposes.
London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-stroet, E.C. Loudon : Wa'ts & Co, 17 Johnson's-court, Fleet-3treet, E.O.

Printed and Published by G W. Footb, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C.



