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IS FREETHOUGHT DESIRABLE?

This question is the title of a discourse by the Rev. John 
Llarke, of Mossgreen, delivered in the Free North Church, 
■Dunfermline, and reported at great length, perhaps in 
extenso, in the local Journal. Criticism is not allowed in 
churches, and probably Mr. Clarke’s congregation would 
uot have offered any if it were permitted. No doubt they 
were all satisfied that Freethought was not desirable, and a 
^ery slender tax was made on his powers of persuasion. 
At least it is charitable to suppose so, for Mr. Clarke’s dis
course would have made anything but a serious impression 

an audience of Freethinkers. He began by dividing 
-freethinkers into three classes. The first consisted of 
those who “ openly scoff at the Bible.” The second class 
consisted of indifférents, and the third of the formalists. 
Aow this is surely a monstrous classification. Only the 
first lot could make any sort of claim to be Freethinkers. 
And if they scoff at the Bible it could easily be shown, 
though not in a church, that they have plenty of justifica
tion. Certainly the Bible is not meant to be a funny 
,?°k ; its humor is mostly unconscious ; yet it is intensely 
diverting. Few stories in ancient or modern literature 
«quai those of the Bible in comicality. How is a man 
Sifted with a moderate degree of common sense to help 
laughing when he reads of conversing serpents, talking 
Jackasses, and whales that carry passengers on submarine 
excursions ? Mr. Clarke should really tell us how he 
manages to keep a long and solemn face himself in the 
Presence of such grotesque wonders.

We do not know that Freethinkers are bound to accept 
Mu Clarke’s invitation and tell him how the belief in God 
ai)d a future life originated. Those beliefs are doubtless 
Widespread, but so is the belief in witchcraft. Is it meant 
that no man has a right to disbolievo any fable unless he is 
able to givo a full and accurate account of its origin and 
development ? In that case the majority of us would have 
to believe in witches and wizards. Mr. Clarke forgets that 
the onus of explanation and proof lies upon the assertor, 
a°t upon the doubter ; and that one need not be a pro- 
t°Und astronomer, for instanco, to laugh at the fable that 
Cclipsos are caused by a dragon swallowing the sun.

8ome time ago a Christian speakor wanted us to discuss 
this question If Jesus Christ did not rise from the dead, 
What happened 1 We replied that if he did rise from the 
. ead it was very wonderful, but it had to be provod ; and 
y ho did not rise from tho dead, it did not matter a bronze 
arthing what happened.

Mr. Clarke has discovered that Atheists call thomselves 
Agnostics becauso of their inability to disprove tho 
Existence of God. Will he allow us to tell him that 
Atheists never thought they could prove a universal 
n®gative ? Will ho also allow us to tell him that the differ- 
®nco between the Athoist and the Agnostic is merely verbal. 
Doth are “ without God ” becauso they know nothing of 

existence. Will ho further allow us to tell him that 
does not understand tho Atheistic criticism of the 

Jesign Argumont ? Mr. Clarke relates a story of an 
astronomer who placed a handsomo globe in his room, 
at)d then invited in a friend who was an Athoist. His 
‘Lend admired the globe very much, and asked to whom

belonged. Tho astronomer said it belonged to no one, 
and no one put it there, in fact it came by chance. His 
"lend told him he jested, whereupon the astronomer asked 

if he did not jest in affirming that all the mighty
No. 871.

globes of the universe came by chance instead of design. 
This was very ridiculous, for we know that globes are 
made, which we do not know of worlds. Nevertheless, 
it converted the astronomer’s friend on the spot; he then 
and there began to worship God. But, of course, he was 
not a live Atheist; he was only the Atheist of a pious 
fiction.

Mr. Clarke repeats that feeble, silly joke about the 
ignorance of Agnostics. “ They confess it,” he says, “ by 
the name they bear.” Yes, they confess their ignorance 
of what cannot be known. They are not ignorant, how
ever, where knowledge is possible. The late Professor 
Huxley coined the word “ Agnostic,” and to fancy him 
“ ignorant ” in comparison with the Rev. John Clarke, of 
Mossgreen, is really too difficult for an uninspired imagina
tion.

It may be said that Mr. Clarke is on more solid ground 
when he asks whether Freethought helps men to conquer 
their evil passions. Here, at least, is something definite. 
And, fortunately, we are able to give a definite answer. 
We reply, in the first place, that all thought tends to 
conquer passion, and that nothing else does; and, in the 
second place, that experience, either personal or public, 
does not favor the idea that Freethinkers are more prone 
than Christians to fall victims to the temptations of greed 
and lust. Mr. Clarke may thrust out protesting hands, 
and turn up pharisaic eyes, and exclaim: “ lam  holier 
than thou.” But assertion is not proof, and such an asser
tion is rather evidence to the contrary. Christians are 
not “ holier ” than Freethinkers. They go to gaol more 
frequently. It is admitted that ninety-five out of every 
hundred prisoners in England—which is pretty near Scot
land—were trained in Sunday-schools. Mr. Clarke asserts 
that “ when scepticism prevails wickedness is rampant.” 
But this is a general assertion, which can be met by a 
general contradiction. What is wanted is evidence, and 
this is not given. Mr. Clarke doos not appeal to any 
particular ago or any particular country. When he does 
so we will take tho trouble to follow him.

In the same general way Mr. Clarko tells Freethinkers 
of what he calls the practical results of Christianity. He 
says it has proved “ a priceless blessing to tho world,” it 
has “ reclaimed the most degraded of mankind,” it has 
“ mado tho drunkard sober and tho profligato virtuous,” it 
has “ abolished slavery and other horrible cruelties,” and it 
has “ promoted the progress of mankind in everything that 
is good.”

This is all very pretty, but it is all very untrue. Where 
tho Christian religion has gone “ reclaiming ” it has also 
gone annihilating. Mr. Clarko refers to Madagascar. 
Well, after all those years of missionary work, that island 
has been stolen from its inhabitants by a Christian nation 
called France. English missionaries have converted 
tho inhabitants of the Fiji Islands, and now those 
islands are nearly depopulated. Germany sends mis
sionaries to China, and compensates herself for the 
loss of two of them by appropriating Chinese terri
tory. Then, with respoct to drunkards, is it not a fact 
that tho Christian nations are tho greatest drunkards on 
earth 1 And is there half as much sexual vice in hoathen 
countries as there is in Europe and America 1 Nor is it 
a fact that Christianity abolished slavery. Christianity 
has been in tho world for nearly two thousand years, and 
slavery existed in Christian countries until the second half 
of tho present century. Mr. Clarko simply does not know 
what ho is talking about. G. W. FOOTE.
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CHILDREN AND THE BIBLE.

G. Bernard Shaw , in a most interesting, witty, wise, in
cisive, and humane discourse on “ Flagellomania,” which he 
delivered under the auspices of the Humanitarian League 
on March 24, remarked that, although Solomon’s words in 
the Bible were quoted in favor of not sparing the rod, its 
true lesson was adverse to flagellation. Solomon presum
ably carried out his recommendation in his own family, 
and it turned out very badly indeed. It was Solomon’s 
son who said : “ My father hath chastised you with whips, 
and I will chastise you with scorpions ”; and he it was who 
brought the greatest trouble on Israel. Now, though it is 
quite true that the lesson of the Bible, when read in the 
light of history and common sense, is by no means in favor 
of the virtue of flagellation, nonetheless Mr. Shaw is well 
aware that Bible believers are far more guided by definite 
Bible texts, such as Deut. xxv. 2-3, which allows forty 
stripes, than by any deductions which reason may derive 
from its history; and Mr. Shaw admits that Bible 
history affords by no means a suitable guide for modern 
times. On this very question of the treatment of children 
the Bible represents a semi-savage stage in evolution.

Parents in patriarchal times had absolute power over 
their children’s lives. This is illustrated in the story of 
Abraham, God’s favorite and the father of the faithful. 
Abraham turned one wife and child out into the wilderness. 
Another child he took to offer as a burnt sacrifice. We 
read in Gen. xxxviii 24 : “ It was told Judah, saying,
Tamar thy daughter-in-law hath played the harlot.......And
Judah said, Bring her forth and let her be burnt.” Exod. 
xxi. 15-17 enacts that children who smite or curse their 
parents shall surely be put to death. Deuteronomy xxi. 
18-21 declares that, if a man has a stubborn and rebellious 
son, “ all the men of his city shall stone him with stones 
that he die.” Moses, who might have spent his time to 
better purpose in teaching parents their duties towards 
their children, has no instructions whatever on that head. 
But it is laid down in the Decalogue : “ Honor thy father 
and thy mother, that thy days may be long upon the land 
which the Lord thy God giveth thee.” A little girl said 
she could not understand this. She honored her father 
and her mother, but her days were not a bit longer. She 
was sent to bed every evening at seven. Had she been 
well versed in the old fetish book, she might have under
stood the passage, as few grown-up people do. The children 
who in Bible days did not honor their parents stood 
precious little chance of having their days long in the land. 
Parents might settle them without any fear of a Society 
for Prevention of Cruelty to Children. Children were 
often taken as slaves for debts contracted by the father (2 
Kings iv. 1; Is. 1. 1; Neh. v. 5). Parents selected wives 
for their sons (Gen. xxi. 12; Ex. xxi. 9-11 ; Judges xi. 
2); and, in short, children wero at the complete mercy of 
those who, nolens volens, had brought them into tho world.

Although the favorite and oft-repeated maxim of religious 
flagcllomaniacs, “ Spare the rod and spoil the child,” does 
not appear in so many words in the Bible, it is a mere 
condensation of Biblical doctrine. Flogging may, indeed, 
be termed a Bible duty. “ He that spareth his rod hateth 
his son ; but he that loveth him chasteneth him betimes ” 
(Proverbs xiii. 24). “ Chasten thy son while there is
hope, and let not thy soul spare for his crying,” is another 
amiable injunction (Prov. xix. 18). Again : “ Foolishness 
i3 bound in the heart of a child, but the rod of correction 
shall drive it far from him” (Proverbs xxii. 15). The rod 
seems to have been, in the old dispensation, the divinely- 
appointed method of salvation. “ Withhold not correction 
from the child ; for if thou beatest him with the rod he 
shall not die. Thou shalt beat him with the rod, and 
shalt deliver his soul from hell” (Proverbs xxiii. 13, 14). 
The infliction of pain is the only motive the divine book 
appeals to in the task of bringing up children.

Take such a story as that of the holy prophet Elisha, 
who cursed some “ little children ” who called after him 
“ baldhead”; whereupon the Lord sent she-bears out of a 
wood, who destroyed forty-two of them. What a pretty 
lesson in religious terrorism ! But this pales into insignifi
cance before the Christian doctrine of eternal torment. I 
ask those Humanitarians who disapprove our warfare on 
superstition to reflect upon what the influence of belief in 
the infallibility of Bible texts has been. Consider how 
the doctrino of future punishment has encouraged and

enhanced earthly cruelty. If, as Cardinal Newman lays 
it down, for the slightest sin everlasting torment may be 
our portion, any infliction of pain that may hinder that 
awful doom is fully justified. In my young days Sun
day was a day of gloom to children, and any infraction 
of its sacredness by play was visited by punishment. 
Freethinkers have done much to improve this, but still I 
find that the children of religious parents envy those who 
spend the Sabbath among Freethinkers. It is then, I claim, 
a part of the work of human civilization to remove those 
superstitions which have led to every kind of cruelty to the 
body under pretence of saving the soul. Children are 
still worse treated by the most religious. An American at 
Mr. Shaw’s meeting testified that there was more flogging 
and worse instruction in the Catholic than in the public 
schools, and that experience might be paralleled elsewhere. 
Even the good Wesley established a school in which he 
allowed no play whatever, and pointed to the Bible as his 
authority. Dean Gregory publicly defended corporal 
punishment. One of its defenders at the meeting vjas a 
clergyman, and, indeed, pious people—especially pious 
military officers—are usually the advocates of the lash.

To weak and nervous children religion comes as a blight. 
They cannot grasp its hopes, but they can apprehend its 
terrors. Hell is vivid, heaven faint. Faith tells them only 
of their duties, nothing of correlated rights. It rules by 
appealing to the fear of punishment or the selfish hope of 
personal salvation ; and, while it rules by those means, we 
may as well look for grapes from thorns as expect children 
to grow up devoid of selfishness and brutality.

Let us be done with religious terrorism, and I venture 
to say we shall soon be done with the lash and the rod, 
which are wholly unnecessary even for animals. The tone 
of voice ¡3 quite sufficient for horses or dogs, and praise 
and encouragement will go much farther than blame and 
harsh treatment. Since this is so with domestic animals, 
a fortiori it is so with children. I t is far more necessary 
to inculcate parental responsibility than parental authority. 
Restraint is not education. Punishment is not reformation. 
“ Hands off”—instead of hands, hearts.

J. M. W heeler .

“ THE MOTHER CHURCH.’

P rofessed Christians present a curious specimen of a 
“ happy family.” They aro split up into numerous sects, 
each entertaining different views from all tho others as to 
what Christianity really is. The principal rival expounders 
of tho “ true faith ” aro the Roman Catholics and the 
orthodox Protestants, and these aro at “ daggers drawn,’ 
each indulging in the worst kind of abuse and denuncia
tion towards the other. The “ spirit of Christ ’’ has evi
dently failed to inspiro within those “ brothers in the 
Lord ” lovo and goodwill for each other. Tho Catholic3 
urge that theirs is the only true religion, and that those 
who deserted thoir Church in tho sixteenth century wero 

heretics,” who deserved severe condemnation ; and the 
Protestants protest that the Romish Church is the very 
hotbed of the “ vilest abominations,” and that its teaching3 
are “ blasphemous fables and dangerous deceits.” Christ» 
it is said, prayed that his followers should ho united, and 
that they should lovo one another; and yet, although 
nearly two thousand years have passed sinco the supplica
tion is supposed to havo been made, we find the bitterest 
hatred and the greatest antagonism existing between those 
exponents of the one “ true faith.” Such has been the 
efficacy of prayer even when it is said it was offered 
by Jesus himself !

It has been urged that tho Catholic Church is tho mothei 
of Protestantism. If so, the disagreements commenced 
long before the final break-up in England under tho rule ot 
that extremely “ moral” monarch, Henry VIII. The 
rebellious spirit against the claims of tho “ mother 
Church” manifested itself at the Council of Whitby 
CC4 ; in the protest of William I. against the pretensions ot 
Gregory VII.; in tho movement which was started in tb? 
ninth century, and which two hundred years lator cul®£ 
nated in the establishment of what is known as the Crée 
Church ; in tho determined opposition of Grosteste> 
Bishop of Lincoln, in 1235, to tho papal demands 
England ; and in tho action of the English Parliament i
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1366 in refusing to yield to the Pope’s request that certain I general advancement of the ̂ people. It was only a fewS l I r f i f t T ' S  n f  ^  P a n / » A  ^  k o  r i o i f l  W T /-» n n n  i * . r v w i  r l . i r r n  n  o</\ T l » >  P I l f l r A r / i  0 *1 1/1 • ^ P k o  I n o farrears of “ Peter’s Pence ” should be paid. We see from 
these incidents that “ strife” and “ contention,” which the 
New Testament informs us disturbed the harmony of the 
Christian family in its infancy, continued to mar its peace 
as it grew in age and extended in numbers. Whether 
Protestantism is the child of Roman Catholicism or not, it 
may be accepted as a fact that the latter is the oldest 
Christian Church extant, and that in point of numbers the 
Catholics far exceed the Protestants. From recent 
published statistics we learn that the leading religions of 
the world are represented by the following figures :—Pro
testant Christians, 200,000,000; Roman Catholic Chris
tians, 195,000,000 ; Greek Catholic Christians, 105,000,000; 
total Christians, 500,000,000. Jews, 8,000,000; Moham
medans, 180,000,000; Heathens, 812,000,000; total non- 
Christians, 1,000,000,000. According to this calculation, 
one-third of the earth’s population is classed as Christian, 
and the Catholics are 1,000,000 more than all the Protes
tant sects combined.

We will now inquire into the nature and character of 
this so-called “ Mother Church,” and no doubt we shall 
discover that her history has been so morally corrupt that 
nothing which emanated from her could possibly be free 
mom the original taint. As Colonel Ingersoll has said : 
“ There is no crime that the Catholic Church did not com
mit, no cruelty that it did not practise, no form of treachery 
fhat it did not reward, and no virtue that it did not perse- 
?ute- It was the greatest and most powerful enemy of 
human rights. It did all that organization, cunning, 
Plety, self-denial, heroism, treachery, zeal, and brute force 
c°uld do to enslave the children of men. It was the 
enemy of intelligence, the assassin of liberty, and the 
destroyer of progress. It loaded the noble with chains, 
and the infamous with honors. In one hand it carried the 
alms dish, in the other a dagger. It argued with the 
®w°rd, persuaded with poison, and convinced with the 
Iagot.” That Catholics are sincere we admit. There is 
jm earnestness in their profession and a devotion in their 
mth that are almost absent from the Protestant sects, 
dhis fact illustrates that the more Christian-like people are, 
he more likely they aro to commit crime. The statistics 
Urnished by one of the organs of the “ Mother Church ” 

Pr°^e this. The Catholic Times, dated April 17, 1885,
: “ Our people, though one-third the population of 

uverpool, constitute nearly one-half of the total number 
1 prisoners. In Scotland the Roman Catholics are one- 

Jfelfth of the population, yet on July 23, 1877, one-third 
. aH the prisoners in Scotland were Roman Catholic. In 
hstralia, in 1885, three-tenths of Roman Catholics con- 
ibuted as many criminals as seven-tenths Protestant, 
he Parliamentary report for 1881 showed that, ‘ while tho 
°man Catholics form only three fourths of the popula- 
°n of Iroland, they furnish six-sevenths of tho criminals.’ 

^specially is this disparity seen in the case of children,*ho: case 
parochial schools ofose acts illustrate the value of 

I veniles, committed to county and borough prisons ; in 
j and, in 1883-4, there were 116 Protestant Episcopalians, 
°rty-tw0 Presbyterians, and 777 Roman Catholics.” It is 

y e ,Same to-day. In Catholic countries, whero Chris- 
a§ hity is devoutly bolieved, and where theology is accepted 
, a ruling principle in daily lifo, ignorance and criminality 
°Und, Tho truth is, Protestantism has become more

Regressive of late because heresy has penetrated its
frch cs , and tho professed religion of thoir adherents sitsi t  l ; ^ ’ - . . .. , . . .

ual
J:0m many of its original retarding influences.

.. . jightly upon them. It is tho secular, not tho 

.spiritual,” clomonts in the Christian faith that havo freedit

organization of tho Catholic Church is an 
. —  priest-ridden despotism, claiming the total sub-

1011 of its victims, and proclaiming tho barefaced false- 
err ^ at tku Church is infallible, and therefore cannot 
^  - In 1874 “ The Vatican Decrees” appeared, in which 
jjj,. Scyerest condemnation was dealt out to those who 
g p '^ in ed  tho right of mental liberty, the freedom of 
1 ech, and an unfettered press. Those “ Decrees ” 

"°«nced those men who hold that tho Church ought 
tcel ^  Use I°rF° > (hat civil law should prevail over all 
j]C Rustical injunctions; that secular instruction is a 
tec eSS'.ty > tkat marriages logally contracted should bo 
p .?8nised as binding, even if religious formalities had 
Hon f ® 10 making tke contract; and that persecu-
W * °r ^ 'S8ent I® a cticue. Thus the Church erected a 

ri0r to all progress, and avowed its opposition to tho

days ago that the Rev. Dr. Clifford said: “ The last 
(Ecumenical Council of the Roman Catholic Church, held 
in St. Peter’s, Rome, from December, 1869, to October, 
1870, was large and influential. It completed, in the face 
of sustained opposition and many heart-burnings, the 
system of Papal absolutism, declared the Pope’s judgment 
on all matters of faith and morals infallible and irreversible, 
added dogmas to the Christian faith that affront the intel
lect and the conscience.” Well might Draper write : “ The 
signal peculiarity of the Papacy is that, though its history 
may be imposing, its biography is infamous ” (Intellectual 
Development, vol. i.,p. 367). It was, we think, the German 
Emperor, Maximilian I., who in Luther’s time wrote to a 
Saxon counsellor : “ All the Popes I have had anything to 
do with have been rogues and cheats.” Those who have 
carefully read the history of the Popes, and studied the 
records of their deeds, will appreciate the truth and force 
of the Emperor’s words. A more immoral and mind- 
destroying set of men, and more audacious and persistent 
wreckers of human happiness, never existed, than those 
who have been at the head of the Roman Catholic Church.

Perhaps one of the best of the Popes is the old man 
now in power; but, as Mr. L. K. Washburn truly states, 
he “ has done nothing that the world honors a man for 
doing; nothing for which it gives its honor, its gratitude, 
or its love. The head of the Church represents its whole 
body. Catholicism has done no work for the material or 
mental improvement of mankind. It is a fact that Rome 
gives nothing to the world ; that this priestly power is not 
interested in the progress of the human race; in learning, 
unless it defends its dogmas; in charity, unless it goes 
into its pocket; in labor, unless it enlarges its possessions; 
in literature, unless it celebrates its infallibility. It is 
enough to say that Emerson could not have been produced 
by Catholic theology; that Darwin could not have come 
from Catholic science; that Herbert Spencer could not 
have resulted from Catholic philosophy; that Garibaldi 
could not have found his sword in the armory of St. 
Peter’s. Speak the name of any man of this century who 
has fought for the liberty of his race; who has given his 
thought to solve the vexed questions of sociology; who 
has toiled to increase the sum of human knowledge, or 
who has coined his brain for the joy and happiness of 
mankind, and you will speak the name of a man who was 
not a Catholic.”

In our next article we will endeavor to show that, in 
many respects, the offspring has been but a little better
than the “ Mother Church.” Charles W atts.

PARALLEL RELIGION.

That scholar who makes himself thoroughly familiar with 
tho religion of ancient Rome, antedating the alleged birth 
of Jesus hundreds of years, is always shocked as he runs 
a parallel with the old religion and that which is prc- 
tendedly new, known as Christianity. It is not a matter 
of faith alone, but it extends to every department of 
Church literature and practice, from the chief priest, 
Pontifox Maximus, down to the lowest subordinate priest 
and humblest layman. We trace the history of that 
pontiff back seven hundred years before our era, and his 
sacerdotal powers, merged with tho monarch, were identical 
with that of tho later Catholic Popes clothed with civil 
authority. Their idoas of heaven and hell were substan
tially tho same as aro now taught in orthodox pulpits. 
Saturn was the fathor of the Gods, as was Elohim in tho 
Hebrow system; while Jupiter, paralleled by Jehovah, 
became the active reigning monarch in heaven. Pluto 
presidod over Hades, as does Satan in Christian mythology. 
The millions of lesser gods are known as saints in tho 
modern system.

Jes, or Yes, was one of about forty different names which 
Bacchus—Dionysos of the Greeks—bore. He was a son 
of Jupiter by a mortal woman. He was personified as a 
glorious and sublime being, who, under the form of an 
eternally flourishing youth, subdued all enemies, and 
travelled from East to West through all countries. He 
taught the culture of the vine, and thus, by a sort of 
miracle, converted water into wine. It was the image of, 
Jes, otherwise Bacchus, which was removed from Pontus, 
on tho Black Sea, nearly three hundred years before our ora,
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to ’Alexandria, Egypt, where a huge temple, one of the 
seven wonders of the World, was erected for his reception 
ànd was dedicated to ¡his worship ; and there he was posed 
pad thè ; resurrected.dgod, Osiris. He was anointed, 
christened, iaadè ; a: : ehrist, after the manner of ancient 
kings-y(Temples iWérev also erected and dedicated to his 
worship! qt Mefdpbis hnd Conopus. In the year 140 the 
worship of ithis; god/lSerapis—the resurrected Osiris—was 
introduced intoKomo by (Antoninus Pius. His “ mysteries” 
were-celebrated on; May ih, agreeing with Ascension Day. 
The,nataeiJbs,;spelled;in.iGreek characters, as near as we 
can give them; in.Englishi type, was I H S. TheH is the 
capital: Eta, with, the power of E long. Now convert this 
desùnto;Latin,!by(addirignffhe Latin termination us, and 
we ..halve Jesus. Thik Jesus,1 anointed, christened, became, 
when wtongly; capitalized,:-JCsus Christ.

[“ Thèreal originof'thoijnystical letters IHS, surrounded 
withiràys of glorydto,thS.8jdfyi;retained even in our Pro- 
testant[jnchhrche3,ii andrasupposed to stand for Jesus 
Hominnm Salvator; is!aone ;Other than the identical name 
of Bacchus,,LklEH iÌQthèrwhsftaJes), exhibited in Greek 
letters” {Ref;/,Robert..iTayloft in Diegesis, p. 187). The 
Imperial Didionworjlnsite ^department of abbreviations, 
says truthfully/roti, thésedllfitterK IH S : “ These letters 
hayai.been usually! ilwked/iupon'jas the initials of Iesus 
Hominutn Salvator/!( Jefcua /tbej fpr of Men) ; or in Hoc
Sklits/(Ini thiaHco^s, is/Salvatióp) ;ibut they were originally 
IHS,;the firstdbhrefc totters,of JESCHS, the Greek form of 
JesuS.jj/aiJ Job! B c\ Jl .bniJnam lo

W ill, same -Greekq scholar,dbe , so vkind as to inform us 
why the.iGreek lettersjJHSilepelling, Jes in English char
acters, iwere,wasted! from ;their real meaning, and were 
used às initialdéttepfhr.JèisusHffminilpi Salvator, rendered 
in Ehglishi" Jesuk theSayioridfMep” 1? Was it not designed 
to mislead doc J t  eertainJyi.does to those .who are ignorant 
of the Greek,,charactefis, ;orf whdj ar^,thoughtless in the 
pnremiibfcjo leoaouS ried'/eil JxulJ ; ooioioa 
-1 There ;is.scarcely/h festival or: a holy dayun the Catholic 

calendar which had: hot its counterpart in Roman mytho- 
logyi / And; /tbé/haicamento of ibaptifimAftdjpf the Lord’s 
Supper/;yrerfllin/i»oguonniOrlgitho Pagansjpf .Rpme just as 
they are celebrated;, among | Catholics : now, I Cicero, born 
1Q6 ,yckc3r according;to accepted chronology, beforo Jesus, 
made.mirtL.tif tha people eating their god, ^sceptics now 
do of tbe.eating/olihei,boidy:and,drinking,the.hlpod of the 
dear Savior. To quote Cicero accurately,1"Tjp.'jhquired : 
“ Haw.'can.a.man bo ^[stupidvfls.tp ipmginejWhat.he eats 
tabe  a' gèdii”/; jMiy not the!samft.qhPStion, be asked with 
propriety/fo-dayi J.jiO ".ria-uiriO tedioM “ ox

Prayers were directed to the gods, and hymns were 
sung in their praisepwitiF-awrnnch -fervor 2,500 years ago
as now. , „ ..................

Every rite, cefémOTj?-festiva)^ “hnfD1 holiday of the 
old Romans is preserved among Roman Catholics. 
Their godsi¡have :been slightly changed; several Of them, 
as AEsculapius, the physician, who raised the dead to life ; 
Bacchus, the god of wine > and Prometheus, , who came 
down from (heaven, was olotbcid with flesh, gifted with 
prophecy, sufferedi for thè salvation, of men—all were 
merged into tho common character,, Jesus ;l while Isis and 
her babe, with her home in Egypt, and temple3,to her honor 
in Rome before the Christian era, ami known as tha Queen 
of Heaven, was i converted into/the Madonna, the mother 
of.'dufeiLowb) w o  eioled m ev  beibiuid aevea dond hiJno( 
i/Tha ritua l-uséd in ¡Catholic ,worship is : retajnedi to its 

present Latin ifcorigueuqdtfe very,language, When, carefully/ 
criticised, betraying the, fact .that i t  is, «Ititi vi Vili of.Pagrtn^ 
ism ;,; f i.Theo Protestant : rhef ormerà, ignorant, ì-oL the rtkl 
beginningiòf!Christianity,,attempted to remodel tho wor
ship, bhtJ • its barbarian origin crops out ip all their exer-t 
cises.

Every symbol and emblem of the Church, as the Cross, 
the mitre, tho crazier, the fish, the lamb, the dove, were in 
use by Pagans long centuries before tho Christian era. 
Originally the cross was an emblem of tho .male life 
principle in nature ; then it was used as a sign of victory, 
and was: placed on babners, borne at the head of armies, 
and worn upon the breast as a charm, as now by Christians. 

—Progressive Thinker. puff

.To know what you prefer, instead of humbly, saying/ 
amen to, whatitheworld tolls you youpughtito is to|
h/WO fcwVKHti dealff odi nc

DAWSON ON DARWIN.

S ir  J. W. Daivson is entitled to hold what views he 
pleases on the subject of evolution; but this privilege 
most certainly does not extend to the right to misrepresent 
the position of Charles Darwin in relation thereto. Yet 
misrepresent it he does in an article on evolution in the 
current number of the Expositor, and that in a peculiarly 
vexatious manner, inasmuch as Charles Darwin’s falsely- 
rendered position is made to do duty in the direction of 
supplying arguments in support of Sir J. W. Dawson’s own 
teleological views, with which it is well known Darwin was 
entirely without sympathy. Is it possible that Sir J. W. 
Dawson has never read The Life and Letters of Charles 
Darwin, edited by his son Francis Darwin, and published 
in 1889 ? When one remembers the furore that this work 
created, the thousands of review notices it inspired 
throughout the whole civilized world, it is, indeed, diffi
cult to believe that to Sir James William Dawson this 
biography of the Colossus of Evolution has remained a 
sealed book ! And yet upon what other assumption, con- 
sistent^with the retention of confidence in his personal 
honor, can we account for his taking the sentence in the 
last chapter of the Origin of Speeies, referring to “ lif0 
having been originally breathed by the Creator into a few 
forms, or into one,” as representing Darwin’s final position 
on the subject? On the strength of this passage Sir J- 
W. Dawson writes : “ Darwin found it necessary to assume 
what may be termed an original creative act. At the 
close of his work he speaks of the Creator breathing lif0 
into a few organisms, or into one, and that from this 
original inbreathing of life * endless forms, most beautiful 
and most wonderful, have been, and are being, evolved.’ 
Darwin, therefore, unlike Spencer, assumes a creator, but 
he does not seem to perceive the consequences that flow 
from his admission.” Now, on this very crucial point as 
to the necessity felt by Darwin of postulating an original 
creative act, and his assumption, therefore, of a creator, 
we have two letters written by Charles Darwin to Sir J- 
Hooker in the month of March, 1863, and published in 
the Life and Letters above referred to (vol. iii., pp. 15 and 
18), which show that he utterly repudiated the idea of 
creation, and, by parity of reasoning, that of a creator 
also. In the first of these letters he says : “ I had a most 
kind and delightfully candid letter from Lyell, who saj[8 
he spoke out as far as he believed. I have no doubt bis 
belief failed him as he wrote, for I feel sure that at times 
he no more believed in creation than you or I .” In the second 
letter he said : “ I have long regretted that I truckled to 
public opinion and used the Pentatouchal term of creation, 
by which I really meant ‘ appeared,’ by somo wholly un
known process.” Those utterances have been in print f°r 
nine years, and yet it is still possible for Charles Darwin to 
be grossly misrepresented, and that, too, at tho hands of 
one who, himself holding high rank as a scientist, should 
have been incapable of such a proceeding. The distinction 
of tho scientist should bo his capacity for assimilating and 
rightly interpreting facts, and yet hero is Sir J. W. Dawson 
completely ignorant of facts of tho most essential character 
as bearing upon a subject—presumably under scientific 
treatment—by him. This article of Professor Dawson’s )8 
>ne of a series, so it is likely to be issued with the rest in 
hook form. It is to be hoped that before this happens b® 
will see his mistake, and so expunge this obnoxious mis' 
■Opresontation from tho body of the work. Its place migb  ̂
hb Supplied by somo oracular deliverance of tho Duke 0 
¡Vrgjdl or Lora Salisbury. B. Stevens.

I. W hat is G od?
You ask me, What is God ? and I 
Am in no way puzzled to reply;
My inner lights so clearly shine 
That heavenly things I may divine, 

.And, although but a finite creature,
Tell what is God and what is Nature. 
Whatever can bo seen or felt,
Whatever can be heard or smelt, 
Whatever can be tasted, and 
All that the mind can understand,
All that our wisdom can conceive,
All that is not wo can. believe,
All o’er, which fancy ever trod, - 

» Is N ature-all the rest is Clod.
bowovB hue |BM igo-iq Ihi ol

fig
vililfj«1 
« I  «0I;
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EVOLUTION AND DESIGN.

Frankly, I should like to believe that the universe is the 
work of a wise and benevolent Creator, and that the many 
varieties of exquisite plants are the manifestation of His 
will and wisdom. But, while Darwin could not say that 
belief in God is incompatible with evolution, yet the whole 
teaching of his and Huxley’s school supports the conclusion 
that evolution dispenses with any such agency or motive 
power. For example, we can no longer argue—now that 
the law of natural selection has been discovered—that the 
eye was specially designed to see with, or that the beautiful 
hinge of a bivalve shell must have been made or designed 
by an intelligent being—like, say, the hinge of a door by 
man.

Instead of saying that the eye was designed to see with, 
the Origin of Species teaches that the eye has been developed 
from a mere speck through numberless multitudes of genera
tions, and has slowly reached approximate perfection through 
and by natural selection—a process that does not neces
sarily imply belief in a supernatural agency as the ultimate 
cause. This destroys the old idea of design. Our fore
fathers thought that an organ exists because it was 
Purposely designed; but we now say that an organ, be it 
an eye or the flipper of a whale, exists, not because it was 
specially designed to perform its functions, but because it 
is the only one that has adapted itself to the conditions in 
which it is found, and that there is no ‘express design or 
purpose concerned in the matter. Nature, according to 
fhc teaching of the Origin of Species, produced the eye 
without the aid of an original artificer; but, mark this, 
she only arrives at approximate perfection after countless 
trials and innumerable failures. This, I say, is the teaching 
°f tho Darwinian school, and if anyone maintains that this 
Process is God’s way of working, good and well; but it 
requires a robust faith to believe that God designedly 
created the “ ichneumonidae ” with the intention of their 
feeding on the bodies of caterpillars!

Again, when the flower called the Venus-flytrap con
tacts with a living fly between its lobes, we are not to 
Sjipposo that the flower was specially designed to act in 
fhat cannibalistic fashion, although the majority of people 
J’oiild naturally supposo such to be the case. On Darwin’s 
hypothesis it is merely adaptation to environment, with- 
°ut which tho flower would evidently perish; but if we 

to bolieve that evolution implies design, then we are 
°rced into the belief that the flower was specially designed 
0 torture the fly.

An omniscient creator must havo foreseen that natural 
^election implies the destruction of tho unfit, not swiftly, 
Ut by innumerable varieties of slow torture. And, 

believing this, I cannot, I dare not, accept the dictum of 
y°ur brilliant essayist, that perfection is to be reached 
hly through designed agony and suffering. Surely every 

^Prejudiced man will grant that a benevolent being could 
,,av° brought about perfection at tho outset, instoad of by

0 roundabout and painful mothod of “ sin and pain ”— 
Volution, I call it, which only arrives at approximate 
hocoss aftor countloss blunders and frightful suffering.

Evolution, as shown by tho Origin, is a history of 
errors ' '  * * ‘

Mu
*bty. Many earnest an3 capable Christians bcliovo that

rr°rs an(i suffering; and it is this pain and sin that 
-^rassos and porploxos overy earnest man, even although

erson assures us overy crimo is punished, overy virtue
and ovory wrong rodressod in silonco and cor- 

*bfy. Many earnest and capable Christians bcliovo that 
Volution is God’s way of working—that is to say, when a 

j6w spocios or class is required God takes a lower ono and 
“volopes it. But please notice, this implies a continuous 

Jr j nS of what had previously beon done; and, as 
th°r i rt ®Pencor says, “ I t is not everyone who would 
Qa? . i°r a belief tho implication of which is that 
a , 's alleged to overcome opposition by subtlo devices.” 
it • famous preacher, Henry Ward Beecher, has put 

this way : “ A grand mistako of tho old roasonors, íü 
t0°lr arguing for tho goodness of God, was that they tried 
(je .Prov° that in tho world there is more evidence of 
th for happinoss than there is of dosign for pain. Now 

Position cannot be maintained. There is just as 
Pleas °v^ enc0 °* a dosign to produco pain as to producé

be^Ut ?0w that the law of tho survival of tho fittestj.hias 
eR discovered, design, as commonly understood, has no 
^hing. An exampio from Darwin will mako this «tear,

I think. A man may design a yratch or kill a rabbit, but 
nature produces and destroys witfiolit any definite end in 
view. Let us assume that «-person shoots a rabbit. He 
does so designedly. Now let us assume that a flash off 
lightning kills the map. The result in each case is death, 
but we are not to say that the death of the man was pur
posely designed. Nature accomplished it without a special 
end in view; and, as Darwin puts it, if there was no 
design in the death of the man or in the lightning, neither 
is there reason to believe that our first birth or production 
was necessarily designed. Nature does not produce 
watches, but it prodjifcbd the eyd, which is just as complex 
and far more wonderful.' Blit there,seems, says Darwin,’ 
more design in the action of natural selection than in + 
course which the .or( V)% b*),089.j

People in the past have worshipped because ¡they saw, ̂  
thought they saw, God's power and wisdom in every thing; 
but once we get ttf understand That every event, from tho 
dew that rises by ^radiation to the birth of a planet, 
happens through1 and by purely mechanical laws, the 
“ Stream of Tendency ” explanation will be sent^ to keep 
company with the dofunct deities remembered by Zeus and 
Osiris. Butthis happy consummation will, I hope, tend tq 
confirm our deep feeling of the beautiful, the good, and the 
true, and our faith in their final victory. J. K ing.

—Extract from a letter to the “Glasgow Wccldg Citi:en.”
lull,
d.T .Ir.Diiir'lrun ylno si dl Aid. lie 

1 TRUTH ft1 THE BIBLE, i r.aj/8 aria ;>
Iqx9 e;ti bn/j iuVf‘»bnow •}.

The Ghrfttjan’S 'Book1 bf -FiiryiTales— : ■ 
Of devils’,' ghosts, arid cheap-trip whales, 

And Faith’s erbative wishes— 
Says'desus treated, at a wish,
Fivg ithousand folk tp brepd «nd fish, -,,, l ,, j 

.'Ail -juFrota fiye^mall!toavp»,and fishes.

aionwodß 
Io esimo 

liJctoi to 
[tuoi noil 
sdf }&J[ 
of nosael 
eonslioq 
t ni errev 
Isfrmixli 
leq lied} 
ei« frijpn 

uiw bne

Sn\-An or^inary W ^ ttw p u h l , , n . ^ y ,
Have held the whore amount Of food ;

But here, our-awe increases:
For, after all the folk were fed,
A dozen baskets (full, 'tis saic^

Were gathered .of tno pieces.
Says Truth :i “ From nothing nothing comes ” j,
“ Absurd l1' said Jahveh’s Jewish chums;

“ Absurd !” said ev’ry native;
“ Absurd !” oxfclaimed the Great “ I Am 
“ Absurd!” said Mary’s little lamb,

“ Faith’s flit  is creativo !”
This story tells the pious soul:
The part, at times, exceeds the whole!

A simple proposition,
To those that havo the mental grasp 

ii To apprehend* without a gasp, j ,0iii.»
The Thrce-in-one addition. 

j i A ophaylfiB sand} J.;iit euiij daiif numa j , 
id.- Bub Science teaches frpm it3 start,. . ,.

I^oo “ The whole is greater than tho part,” j0 
,h to aoilaieqo Ahd1 none' with ibrains can doubt itj 

8 d h e1th!itnil«i^s tohArtnonkdi h n d « - ■■•-id 
, The ‘iBook” and,Science simply lies ! ,

And that’s the truth about it!
»m-ifoaWoosaid J iu d lo  ¡7/ ,noiy:i -• (

n.nivin ai enofsbnlD diodviH /¡M ..inaaieyanroone ‘t/iaesb 
-nomub Of bind u i si" "• t '.i( id nvid}
-v bam si uiionff) sldiionciQi t m  bed ev sd  yodj.imd} ftjnftln Father Ignatius, preaching to the congregation of Pt* 
Sepulchre’s and St. Andre wXJIolborn, said': “ Geritlomeri; 
you seldom hear; in these days pf the personality of the 
Devil, yet this Book [striking the Bible], which needs no 
justification from we, contains his history, which is,this wry 
mison d’etre of the existence of Christianity^ While, how
ever, the Devil is seldom mentioned m our churches,, Jfie is 
openly worshipped in, F.uriOpn and America.^ When, fob, you

orfvflA 
Tiffed« 
lenaO 
o j fo a  

.vrai

read Sir lklwin Arnold’s Recounts of Buddhist j) _ 
are not reading tho history of men, but of men. inspired by 
demons, described by St. Paul as the powers of the air.
That, he said, if rightly understood, explained many pf the 
worst crimes such as disgraced the Weqt-pnd. ,Mca were 
not so bad as they seemed, but were possessed,of the Eyu 
One. Wo will (tell Father Ignatius whoredevil-worshiplS 
to be found at ifcsivery acma .ft ,is in lus, own reprosenta- 
tions of a God who not only permits men to be ¡lo.ssessod.hy 
devils, but,dooms ,the majority of them to eternal puwsH- 
ment ( fori i being sp, posepsswvj ftup Father Ignatius is 
persontdftila^rmt’ido^rihottet'itbah bis creep, i-i-ni'j
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NATURE GOVERNED BY LAW.

H as the great shadeless desert nothing to do with the 
habits of the nomadic tribes who pitch their tents upon it, 
the fertile plain no connection with flocks and pastoral life, 
the mountain fastnesses with the courage that has so often 
defended them, the sea with habits of adventure 1 Indeed, 
do not all our expectations of the stability of social insti
tutions rest upon our belief in the stability of surrounding 
physical conditions ? From the time of Bodin, who, nearly 
three hundred years ago, published his work, De Renuhlica, 
these principles have been well recognised—that the laws 
of nature cannot be subordinated to the will of man, and 
that government must be adapted to climate. It was these 
things which led him to the conclusion that force is best 
resorted to for northern nations, reason for the middle, and 
superstition for the southern.

In the month of March the sun crosses the equator, dis
pensing his rays more abundantly over our northern hemi
sphere. Following his train, a wave of verdure expands 
towards the pole. The luxuriance is in proportion to the 
local brilliancy. The animal world is also affected. 
Pressed forward, or solicited onward by the warmth, the 
birds of passage commence their annual migration, keeping 
pace with the developing vegetation beneath. As summer 
declines, this orderly advance of light and life is followed 
by an orderly retreat, and in its turn the southern hemi
sphere presents the same glorious phenomenon. Once 
every year the life of the earth pulsates ; now there is an 
abounding vitality, now a desolation. But what is the 
cause of all this 1 I t is only mechanical. The earth’s axis 
of rotation is inclined to the plane of her orbit of revolu
tion round the sun.

Let that wonderful phenomenon and its explanation be a 
lesson to us; let it profoundly impress us with the im
portance of physical agents and physical laws. They inter
vene in the life and death of man personally and socially. 
External events become interwoven in our constitution ; 
their periodicities create periodicities in us. Day and 
night are incorporated in our waking and sleeping ; summer 
and winter compel us to exhibit cycles in our life.

J o h n  W . D e a f e r .
—Intellectual Development of Europe.

A C I D  D R O P S .

Fraserburgh Congregational Chapel does not contain a 
very happy family. For some time there has been a dispute 
between the Rev. James Stirling and a section of the con
gregation, and the man of God thought it advisable to 
intimate that a penalty of £100 could be imposed on anyone, 
who disturbed public worship. In the course of his sermon 
he employed an expression which caused an auditor to cry 
“ Shame !” “ Who said that ?’ asked the minister. “ I did,” 
said Mr. James Trail, the treasurer. There was a good 
deal of excitement in the chapel, and a complaint has been 
lodged by the minister with the Burgh Fiscal against Mr. 
Trail. Still, the world goes round once in twenty-four hours, 
as usual.

The congregation of the Gilfillan Memorial Church, 
Dundee, has been debating the vexed question of the 
amalgamation of its property and congregational accounts. 
The discussion was carried on amid numerous interruptions, 
scenes of disorder!iness, and vehement personal abuse. Con
certed attempts to howl down speakers were of common 
occurrence. Little or no heed was paid to the ordinary 
rules of conducting public business, and the chairman (the 
Rev. Walter Walsh), during the whole of the evening, was 
quite unable to quell the storm.

Yells in time turned to blows. One woman seized another 
by the throat, holding on like a terrier. This was the signal 
for a general melee. Male sympathizers were soon fighting 
and tugging and kicking, and the scene reminded the 
spectator of the records of old Donnybrook Fair. A figM 
outside was only prevented by the police.

The Scotsman of March 23 had an amusing article on 
the row in the Gilfillan ehurch and other squabbles which 
have recently taken place in Scotland, which it chooses to 
attribute to the activity of “ Auld Nick.” I t asks: “ Can it be 
mere accident that this last and flagrant proof of the revived 
activity of the Devil in the Church has been produced in the 
very building where a popular divine made proclamation 
that hell itself was but an allegory ? Does the suggestion 
not seem plausible, that the inveterate troubler of YAov, 
whose personality it has become the fashion to whittle 
away, and whose character each new preacher takes it upon 
him to whitewash, has chosen this particular spot and time 
to testify that he is very much alive and kicking 1 Is not 
the whole series of congregational scenes an apt commentary 
on the old-fashioned beadle’s saying, that ‘a kirk without ft 
hell is no worth a dam ’ 1”

A Hold bad fellow, named Abraham Phillips, eight years 
of age, was charged at the Guildhall, London, with wander
ing in Newgate-street and not being under proper control. 
During the hearing of this dreadful case Mr. Wills, an 
industrial schools’ officer, protested against the way in 
which children were taken into the Salvation Army shelters. 
They were only admitted on payment of twopence. The 
alderman on the bench was surprised to hear that a charge 
was made for what he thought a charitable act. Mr. Wills, 
however, insisted that the charge was a fact. Moreover, he 
said, if the boys hadn’t got twopence, they were told “ to go 
out and either beg or steal it.” We presume Mr. Wills meant 
that the officers of the shelter did not say this in so many 
words, but were indifferent how the twopence was obtained. 
Anyhow, it seems high time that these Salvation Army 
shelters were placed under some kind of public supervision. 
General Booth’s lodging-houses—for such they are—ought 
not to be the only ones exempted from the operation of tho 
law. Diseases lurk there, and fleas bite just as hard.

Despite the utter failure of Booth’s promise to redeem 
the submerged tenth, there are many, even of those who 
have little faith in his religion, who think his social schemes 
deservo encouragement. Mr. Herbert Gladstone is giving 
them his patronage, but he would find it hard to demon
strate that they have had any appreciable effect in remedy
ing the poverty of the masses.

The quarrel between Jews and Christians has extended 
to England. Faction fights are going on between Jew and 
Christian boys in Spitalfields. One little fellow was killed 
on St. Patrick’s Day. He was struck on the head with a 
stone, with the result that he died from inflammation of the 
brain. Generally, it is the Christian who kills the Jew ; in 
this case it was the Jew who killed tho Christian ; which 
slightly redresses the balance.

Father Ignatius has been preaching Lent sermons to big 
congregations in London. In one of them he stood up for 
the personality of the Devil. He said that the Bible con
tained the Devil’s history, and that the Devil’s existence 
was the raison d'etre of Christianity. For our part, we 
quite agree with Father Ignatius. No Devil means no Hell, 
no Hell means no Damnation, and no Damnation means no 
Salvation. You must have the Devil if you want to keep 
Jesus Christ. Two sides are necessary in every battle.

The Rev. C. J. Ball, who is a good Hebraist and a not-over 
orthodox member of the Society of Biblical Archmology> 
suggests that the word Nineveh, meaning “ house of the 
fish,” may have given rise to the story of Jonah’s adventure. 
It has been suggested that, in a similar way, the story °* 
the serpent may have arisen from one of the meanings ot 
the word Eve being serpent.

The Rev. A. A. Green states in Young Israel that he had 
heard from a bright little girl a defence of Lot’s wife tb»c 
she was so excited that her head was turned. She became 
a pillar of salt by day, and a pillar of fire by night.

At a Clerical Conference called by the Bishop of London 
on the attitude of the Church to Board schools, Mr. Atheist»13 
Riley got a resolution passed : “ That undenomination»1 
religious instruction, by which is understood Biblical i»' 
struction, imparted by teachers appointed without »°y 
reference to their possessing religious belief, though better 
than a purely secular education, is dangerous to the ,, 
of our children, and cannot be accepted by Churchmen- 
This resolution was denounced by the English Churchm<** 
as a slur on tho blessed Bible.

The plague has broken out at Jiddah, and this indicating 
that it is en route for Europe may awaken more l i 'cj  
interest than tho fact of tho desolation of far-off Bombay 
It is surprising how much proximity helps sympathy.

The Khedive has decreed that, in the event of platf“® 
breaking out at Mecca, Egyptian pilgrims must not re*,Uj 0 
under six months. But tho wealthy are suro to ev*a 
this regulation by bribery. _

A Berlin itbpaper says that England will hardly side .g. 
two Pagan nations like China and Japan against her r̂eSt- 
tian neighbors. According to an article in Tuesday s j:f{et 
minster Gazette, the Chinese are polite even when they a „ ; 
from you most thoroughly, and are in the habit of sa,Y erS.” 
“ Religions are many ; reason is one ; we are all brotn 
Supposing this to bo quite accurate, we are bound to 
that the “ Christian neighbors” show up rather ba 
comparison with the “ Pagans.” It seems to us, ftl.s > j0r 
“ Christian neighbors” is pretty much a euphemis 
“ Christian thieves.”

The Nonconformists Marriage Bill, re liev ing
the»1
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from the necessity of always having a registrar present at 
marriage, is only a measure of religious equality.- The Con
tinental method of making all marriages first of all civil 
ones, and letting those who like add a religious ceremony, 
seems to us preferable. ___

Of the marriages annually contracted in England and 
Wales 63 per cent, are performed in Anglican churches ; 14 
per cent, take place at the Registry without any religious 
function ; 12 per cent, are in Nonconformist chapels ; 7 per 
cent, among Jews or Quakers, and 4 per cent. Roman 
Catholics. These figures are encouraging to Secularists, 
when it is remembered that nearly every family has friends 
who like to see a church wedding.

Some time ago the Rev. Mr. Cope, of St. James's, Bethnal 
Creep, announced his willingness to marry people for 
nothing. The result was that he had as many as 1,400 
marriages in one year, and many of these were extremely 
young, so that Mr. Arnold White’s accusation of the 
encouragement of improvidence came home, and the 
generous offer was abandoned.

The Queen has become a patron of the Mothers’ Union, a 
Church organization claiming to have 150,000 members. 
This organization is going to uphold the Church, if necessary, 
against the State. I t  is particularly strong on the sanctity 
°f marriage. “ The present attack on married life through 
the divorce court,” it says, “ is sounding a death-,knell to the 
Morality of nations.” That is to say, the High Church 
party wants to uphold the “ sanctity” of marriage even 
when one of the parties has been guilty of the grossest in
fidelity. Adulterous husbands and wives must be held 
together in spite of common sense and natural morality.

On Sunday morning the officiating priest at the Greek 
Church of St. Sophia, Bayswater, offered up public prayers 
for Mr. Gladstone. He asked God that the Grand Old Man 
Haight be “ spared to his family, to his country, and to man- 
kind.” I t  would be rather more to the purpose if God were 
asked to take away the veteran’s pain. On the theory of 
Providence there is something unspeakably shabby in 
torturing an old man who gave all the best strength of his 
fife to the public service. If a man acted in this way, he 
Would be called a devil.

Archbishop Walsh, of Dublin, has also been praying for 
Mr. Gladstone. He begs God to send the Grand Old Man 
comfort and relief, which God ought to do without Dr. 
palsh’s prompting. But if Providence doesn’t  choose to 
fighten the veteran’s sufferings, Dr. Walsh hopes that he 
Jill be given “ strength and patience to bear it.” Finally, 
"fie Archbishop suggests that whatever suffering must be 
oorne is intended for “ his greater good.” This is a cold
blooded touch of which only a pious man is capable.

11 General ” Booth says : “ The world is growing more and 
*»ore to think that it can do without God. _ hvidently the 
jorld is on the right track after a h - th a t  is, i i Booth elk, 
the truth ; and ho is a pretty shrewd observer. Anyhow, 
wo'H take his word for this once.

A singular little exposition of bigotry has been given by 
tfi® members of a voluntary Parochial Church Council at 
'-■olehester. Owing to complaints of the annoyance caused 
/y “ the sound of the church-going boll,” including some 
Ir?>it the congregation, the clergyman, himself a liberal- 
i^mled man, proposed that the tolling should be shortened 
Ir°m a quarter of an hour to five minutes before each 
service ; but the council disapproved of tho change, ono of 

objections mentioned being that Nonconformists would 
.°e gratified by such a concession. In other words, the bell 
t*to be kept ringing for the full quarter of an hour, not 
°ecause so long a spell of the noiso is agreeable to Church- 
“l0ni but because it annoys Dissentors.—Truth.

Tlsni 'IU Vlcar 'A Holt, near Wrexham, has the true churchly 
cj rit- He refused to allow a Nonconformist funeral in his 
.„■«tohyard, and the relatives arranged with tho deceased’s 
Con *Ŝ °r’ ^ ev- Hobson Thomas, to hold a service outside tho 

secrated ground. Whilo this was proceeding tho vicar, 
cj “ i, advanced to meet the cortoje. retired into the 
tlir*^ i !ln<̂ 'vfi°n A was over reappeared and rapidly read 
Ij 0uK'i tho Church service! before he could bo anticipated. 
f0r . c°rpse, it is to bo hoped, will bo very much the better

. ^ydnoy l ’itt-streot Congregational Church, the Bulletin 
F! »-old, is carefully guarded during service by a constable 

lr° Prevent tho angel of charity from being appealed to by 
Eazarus. But at St. Mary’s Cathedral Lazarus is even per- 
rnitted to suo for alms as he will. ‘ If Ghnst came to 
, ydney," what would lio say to the conjunction of piety 
nd the policeman 1

A glance at the titles of sermons delivered in Melbourne

churches during the last few weeks reveals a significant 
fact. Not one of them even remotely hinted at Sheol. 
The preachers seemed to feel that congregations who had 
sweltered through the late infernal weather would have 
greeted the mention of hell with scorn and derision.— 
Bulletin.

Rev. John Hughes, a Welsh preacher, died suddenly at 
the Charing Cross-road Welsh Presbyterian Church last 
Sunday morning. There was nothing extraordinary in the 
occurrence, as the reverend gentleman suffered from heart 
disease. But what a rumpus there would be if a Secular 
lecturer died suddenly in the same way ! It would be a 
clear case of “ divine judgment.”

The criminal cases tried summarily in 1896 that show the 
most appalling increase are those coming under the category 
of “ Sunday trading,” of which there were no fewer than 
3,593. It is explained, however, that 3,340 of these occurred 
in the police district of Hull, and that the vigorous enforce
ment of the law in one borough only explains the extra
ordinary increase of this kind of offence. Hull seems to 
need the attention of the National Sunday League and the 
Sunday Society. A few plucky anti-Sabbatarians like the 
late Mr. Billany ought to be able to make the Sunday laws 
as obsolete in Hull as in our other large cities.

A Protestant missionary in Mexico writes to the Christian 
Endeavor World as under : “ Yesterday in a Roman
Catholic church in Mexico I read the following notice:—
‘ Raffle for souls. At the last raffle for souls the following 
numbers obtained the prize, and the lucky holders may be 
assured that their loved ones are for ever released from the 
flames of Purgatory : Ticket 841. The soul of the lawyer, 
James Vasquey, is released from Purgatory, and ushered 
into heavenly joys. Ticket 41. The soul of Madame 
Calderon is made happy for ever. Ticket 762. The soul 
of the aged widow, Francisca de Parras, is for ever released 
from the flames of Purgatory.

“ Another raffle for souls will be held at this same blessed 
Church of the Redeemer on January 1, at which four 
bleeding and tortured souls will be released from Purgatory, 
according to the four highest tickets in this most holy 
lottery. Tickets, one dollar. To be had of the father-in
charge. Will you, for the sum of one dollar, leave your 
loved ones to burn in Purgatory for ages V ” Such an 
appeal goes home. What is more important still, it fetches 
in the dollars. And some people fancy that religion is the 
pure efflux of the natural mind without any admixture of 
priestcraft.

Juanerillo, the bull-fighter, has been gored to d e a th a t  
Barcelona. This bit of news does not fill us with grief. 
We are rather pleased to see that one bull, at any rate, has 
got even with his tormentors. When a few more bull
fighters are disembowelled this precious “ sport” may lose 
some of its popularity. ___

A fund is being raised at Madrid for the purchase of a 
warship. The Bishop of Madrid is president of the com
mittee for receiving subscriptions. Good old Christianity ! 
This is how it promotes peace on earth.

Who shall say that the Humanitarian League is unneces
sary when we read that this spring the feathers of the 
aigrette and osprey, obtained by the butchery of birds just 
when needed for the protection of their young, is more 
fashionable than ever, and that the latest in this line is to 
have a blouse entirely composed of such plumage ? When 
will women be shamed out of this cruel vanity

Woman’s cruelty is thoughtless, not deliberate like that 
of the Christian sportsman who, at Radford, had pigeons 
tied to a trap by strings. When they flew out, if not shot, 
they wero promptly returned to tho trap to be let out and 
shot at again and again. The people who take part in this 
horrible “ sport” would probably be shocked at a suspicion 
thrown on their religion.

The standing armies of all Christian nations amount to 
4,610,000 soldiers, with 700,000 horses. The cost of keeping 
this military population amounts to about a billion pounds 
a year. ___

Tho day is at hand for tho fulfilment of the predictions 
of Brother Dimbleby, of the British Chronological Associa
tion, and one of his followers, Josoph Gauntlett, Rends a 
hitter on “ Portentous-Signs of tho Times ” to the Wiltshire 
Times. Ho says that most Christians who have studied 
prophecy agree that we are on the verge of the advent of 
Christendom, and he follows Dimbleby in fixing the period 
at the present Eastertide, from March 20 to April 10. But 
Christendom has been on the verge of tho second advent 
every generation.
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The Christian world was thrown into the utmost con
sternation at the end of the tenth century by the generally-

greached belief that the end of all things was at hand.
states were handed over wholesale to religious bodies, and 

the priests feathered their nests finely out of the panic ; and 
the same game has been played, though with decreasing 
results, ever since. The force of faith could hardly be better 
illustrated than by the believers in Baxter and Dimbleby, 
who might read in their own Testaments that Jesus pro- 

hesied the second advent would occur in the lifetime of 
is own generation.

Small-pox has not attacked Leicester, where most of the 
people are unvaccinated. It has attacked Middlesborough, 
which is the best-vaccinated town in England. Common- 
sense people are not surprised. But will the doctors please 
explain 1 And will they also explain, while they are about 
it, why vaccination should be enforced upon citizens who 
despise and detest it ? _ _

A Toronto friend sends us the local Christian Guardian 
for March 16, which contains a long and nauseous account 
of the last hours of Frances Willard. We are told that 
she is “ now with God.” But when one of her lady friends 
heard of her death she moaned, “ Oh ! it can’t be true.” 
Evidently there is much contradiction between profession 
and actual feeling even in the most orthodox Christian 
circles. We are reminded of the parson who asked the 
captain of a_ ship in a bad storm whether there was any 
danger. “ Sir,” said the captain, “ in five minutes we shall 
all be in heaven and the parson said, “ God forbid!”

Berlin is becoming more Sabbatarian than Aberdeen. 
According to newly-issued regulations on Sundays, Days 
of Penitents, and through Passion week, private festivities 
are forbidden if they interfere. That is to say, the police 
may enter a house and forbid piano-playing if anyone says 
they are disturbed thereby. Finally, people must not tend 
and water their flowers in their gardens and balconies 
during the hours of Divine service.

The Biennial Report of the Western Penitentiary of 
Pennsylvania, located at Allegheny, for the years 1894-6, 
thus classifies its inmates as regarding religious belief: 
“ Catholic, 145; Presbyterian,30; Episcopalian, 13; United 
Presbyterian, 6 ; Other religious belief, 38 ; Methodist, 110; 
Lutheran, 21; Baptist, 35; United Brethren, 8; No religious 
belief, 2. Total prisoners, 408.”

In the case of the charges against the Rev. Charles 
William Alfred Brooke of misconduct with Mrs. Hurd, and 
sending her an indecent letter, Chancellor Tristman said 
that three of the assessors decided that the respondent 
was not guilty, and two held a contrary opinion. He gave 
judgment for the respondent, each side to pay their own 
costs.

A Boston Sunday-school teacher and active church 
worker.it is discovered, has engaged himself to marry six 
girls. His name is Orme, and he is under arrest for 
embezzlement.

Reactionist. We thank him for exhibiting himself thus 
publicly in his true colors.

At a convention of the American Theosophical Society, by 
an overwhelming vote, the Society changed its name to that 
of the Universal Brotherhood, with Mrs. Tingley as chief. 
Now some members of the Theosophical Society, who do not 
recognise Mrs. Tingley as the successor of Madame Blavatsky, 
have sued her to recover the archives, money, and other 
property of the society.

Orthodoxy, says the Glasgow Saturday Weekly Citizen, 
evolves in spite of every effort to gag and bind it. The old 
terms and words have been in many cases retained, but 
theologians have expended a vast amount of ingenuity in 
inventing new interpretations. So manifold and diverse 
are these interpretations that we find all the various 
branches of the Anglican Church—high, low, broad, and 
narrow—owning allegiance to the same Thirty-nine 
Articles. The Westminster Confession of Faith is, also, one 
thing when viewed in the light of the writings of the 
divines who drew it up, and many other things when 
viewed in the parti-colored light of the works of modern 
theologians who sign that same Confession. Nearly all 
the various sects refer to the Bible as the authority for 
their corporate existence, and each one holds a position 
virtually exclusive of all the rest.

“A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump.” An old 
sexton, of whom we have been reading, had his own ideas as 
to the interpretation of this text, when consecrated soil was 
in question. No need for bishops to consecrate additions 
to churchyards and cemeteries if this old Lincolnshire man 
was about. Unconsecrated ground was no difficulty to him ,' 
he knew how to make it right. “ Having some surplus soil 
on the consecrated side ” (we quote from the New Age), “ he 
wheeled the same over to the unconsecrated earth, and 
mixed the two well together, declaring that we have it 
upon the highest authority 1 A'.little leaven leaveneth the 
whole lump.’ ” A little consecration should go a long way.

Another story going the rounds is of a bishop who, during 
his annual confirmation visit to a country church, was sur
prised and annoyed to find one-half of the churchyard under 
a seemingly flourishing crop of potatoes. Upon coming out 
of the church after the confirmation ceremony was over be 
turned to the clergyman and said : “ Mr. Vicar, I see that 
you have potatoes planted in God’s acre.” “ Yes, my lord,^ 
replied the vicar, “ and an excellent crop I  expect, too.
“ Well, sir,” rejoined the bishop, “ I  trust that when I come 
here next year I shall not find a crop of potatoes in the 
churchyard, sir.” “ Oh, no, my lord, I hope I am not such 
a fool as that. I propose to rotate the crops—cabbage3 
next year, my lord !”

The Boston Herald says that an eccentric character who 
lives near Derby, Conn., has been engaged for some time pas*1 
inmaking violins for the angels. He is an expert woodworker, 
and these instruments are said to be finely constructed- 
No money will tempt him to part with his instruments ; he 
declares that God ordered 1,000 violins from him.

Rev. A. S. Embree, D.D., Methodist pastor of Topeka, 
Kan., is in hot water. On Dec. 28 his attorney paid the 
parents of Lena Crith, a colored domestic, §200 to hush up 
and settle a certain matter. On Jan. 13 she died under 
abortion. The inquest and arrest of Dr. Shields brought 
out the facts. His church rally around their chief, and 
threaten to arrest the dead girl’s parents for blackmail. If 
innocent, why did he pay the $2001 For many years he 
was the head of the Prohibition party, and was practically 
governor of the state while Humphrey occupied the chair. 
—Truthseeker.

Dr. Uhlhorn, of Hanover, the chaplain of Emperor Will, 
being unable to accompany his august master to Jerusalem, 
has drawn up for him an account of where he will pro
bably find Golgotha. There are now three different sites 
for the alleged crucifixion in or near Jerusalem, besides the 
statement in the Talmud, that Jeshu was stoned at Lud, 
and that in the Apocalypse about the great city spiritually 
called Sodom and Egypt.

Soon after the London County Council elections the 
Daily_ Mail interviewed the Rev. Hugh Price Hughes. 
This interview escaped our notice at the time, but one 
point of it is worth recurring to. Mr. Hughes said that he 
was a Progressive in municipal matters, but he held himself 
free to vote for the other side ; in fact, he had just done so, 
his vote having been cast for Sir Blundell Maple—who, by 
the way, is a rich than, and a possible subscriber. The 
reverend gentleman then went on to say : “ If the Pro
gressive party fell in the hands of Atheists or extravagant 
Socialists, I  should oppose thfim' with all my power.” There 
spokd thbfcbtie Christian, Which ¿1 another word for a bigot. 
Mr. Hughes’s idea of citizenship is, that if ffiiffiy‘P'rd£re6siVes 
are Atheists it is the duty of every Christian to turn a

Cardinal Langonieux, Archbishop of Rheims, in a pastoral 
to his flock, compares France and England. He thinks 
religion is in a worse state in his own country owing to 
tho “ official Atheism of France.” Protestantism is a m uch 
easier thing to tackle than complete rejection of the super- 
natural. ___

Tho Ofservatore Romano felt it necessary to warn 
American Catholics of the disaster which might attend the 
setting up of an Independent Catholic Church. There need 
be no fear until the American Catholics are imbued with 
the true republican spirit. At present they are far too 
slavish and superstitious.

Among curious superstitions there is a very widespread 
one among sailors that it is unlucky to have a sky-pilot on 
board. Some fishermen will consider it a misfortune to even 
see one when on the way to their boat. On the Scotch co»st; 
“ minister ” and kirk used never to be mentioned on board» 
but were alluded to as “ the upstander” and the “ ben 
house ” or “ bonny house.”

Various reasons have been assigned for this superstition- 
Some tales are told that, when some sailors took a number 
of sky pilots to Leith to attend the General Assembly, th0X 
had a storm all the way, which ceased on the men of G. 
being landed. Some say the minister is regarded as a rarn 
doctor, whose power ceases on water where the prince of t j> 
power of the air exercises  ̂dominion. This points to tn 
sailors having an earlier faith_ than that represented by 
ministers. Another explanation is that in old faiths 
was a specially lucky dayior sailing and starting f?r A0 
fishing. As the sky, pilots set themselves in opposition * 
fcliijf, they were held to haVO1 a sinister influence oh 3all° 
luck.
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Mr. Foote’s E ngagem en ts.

Sunday, April 3, Chatham Secular Society (Queen’s-road, New 
Brompton) : morning, “  Is the Bible a F it Book for Children 
evening, “ God and the Devil.”

April 17, Huddersfield.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Mk. Charles Watts’s Engagements.—April 3 and 17, Athenaeum 
Hall, London ; 26, 27, 28,29, and May 1, Glasgow and Districts. 
May 8, Manchester; 15 and 16, Birmingham; 22, Sheffield.— 
All communications for Mr. Watts should be sent to him (if a 
reply is required, a stamped and addressed envelope must be 
enclosed) at 81 Effra-road, Brixton.

W. T. (Magnificent).—Mr. Forder can supply the Koran for 
2s. 4d., post free.

W. E sric.—Sorry we cannot print the verses. Your command of 
English is inadequate.

D. Z. B eaumont.—In the absence of any knowledge of a future 
life, the strongest belief can be nothing but a guess and a hope. 
All the “ reasons ” you refer to seem to us only the suggestions 
of your own desire. The wish is father to the thought.

E. S. C. Mayo.—Appears. You must not suppose that we are 
intellectually responsible for anything that is said by our 
correspondents. Pleased to hear you enjoyed our articles on 
Mr. Stead.

General F und.—Miss E. M. Vance acknowledges :—Bedlington 
Branch, 4s.

Treasurer’s Scheme.—Miss E. M. Vance acknowledges :—J. W. 
Gott, 10s.; Ips, 2s. 6d.

G. W. Blyth.—There was no “ offence ” whatsoever. We did not 
insert your letter for the simple reason that not even the most 
indulgent judge could think it any sort of real answer to our 
articles on Mr. Stead. Merely to say that you believe so and so 
is of no importance ; at least it is of none to our readers.

T. H.—The verse you say you have sent us has not arrived. 
Some of your expressions make us doubt whether you are really 
serious. The Academy prize was awarded to Mr. Stephen 
Phillipa for the best book of poetry during the year.

G. Wright.—England was called Mary’s Dowry in the Pope’s 
Letter of August 30, 1897.

J. Sumners.—Your volume of Paine’s Political Works, 1792, is by 
no means rare, and the portrait is doubtless Sharp’s engraving 
from Romney’s picture.

K. L. C. R.—Freethought journals cannot maintain a large staff 
of writers. Wo arc quite unable to add to our present obliga
tions. If you have the opportunity of studying Spiritism at 
first-hand, you should do so, without asking us “ how do you 
account for this, that, and the other ?”—these things being 
merely what you have read and not seen. You forget that 
allegations are not necessarily facts. If Spiritists are anxious for 
a thorough investigation by a sceptical committee, we are pre
pared to find the committee if they will find tho phenomena.

H. G. Ueeindell.—Many thanks. We gladly notify that the 
National Anti-Vaccination Loague issues a tract on How to 
Avoid Vaccination, copies of which can be obtained by applying 
to Mrs. J. Young, secretary of the Defence Fund, 31 Boech- 
dale-road, Brixton Hill, London, S.W.

"• R. W hitbll.—Your bookseller reports an untruth. Darwin 
on God is not out of print. Agents often say that when they 
don’t want to take trouble. Tho second volume of Grimes of 
Christianity is not yet published. I’latina’s Lives of the Popes 
has lately been reprintod in two shilling volumes. Seo refer
ences to other works in tho footnotes of chaptor vii. of the 
Crimes.

G- B.—The author of Supernatural Religion signed his own name 
to an article on Tatian in the Nineteenth Century.

Racers Received.—Dundoo Advertiser—Isle of Man Times—Two 
Worlds—Progressive Thinker—Literary Guide—Adult—Sydney 
Bullotin—University Magazine—Free Socioty—Star—Scotsman 
“-Wiltshire Times—Froidenker—Truthsoekor—Socular Thought 
—-Liborator—People’s Nowspapor—Dominion Review—Torch of 
Reason—Blue Grass Blade.

The National Socular Society’s office is at No. 377 Strand, 
London, whero all letters should bo addrossed to Miss Vance. 

Orders for literature should bo sent to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stone
cutter-street, E.O.

Letters for the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to 
28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O.

Boale or Advertisements.—Thirty words, Is. 6d. j every suc
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:—One inch, 
4s. 6d.; half column, £1 2s. 6d.| column, £2 5s. Special terms 
for repetitions.

T being contrary to Post-Office regulations to announce on the 
Wrapper when tho subscription is due, subscribers will receive 
the number in a colored wrapper when their subscription

Lecture Notices must reach 28 Stonecutter-street by first post 
-tuesday, or they will not be inserted.

\Freethinker will bo forwarded, direct from the publishing 
°*fico, post free, at tho following rates, prepaid:—One year, 
10s. 6d.; half yoar, 5s. 3d. ; three months, 2s. 8d. 

riends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by 
marking the passages to which they wish to call our attention.

S U G A R  P L U M S .

I n spite of the wretched weather, there was a capital 
audience at the Athenaeum Hall on Sunday evening, when 
Mr. Foote lectured on Mrs. Mona Caird’s Morality of 
Marriage. Mr. Victor Roger made an excellent chairman. 
We need say nothing about the lecture, as Mr. Foote will 
shortly deal with Mrs. Caird’s book in the Freethinker. 
Some criticism was offered by Mr. Bedborough, of the 
Legitimation League, and Captain Adams, of Montreal, 
who is paying England another lengthy visit.

During the week Mr. Foote has been lecturing at 
Chatham and New Brompton. His week’s Freethought 
Mission ends there to-day (April 3), when he lectures 
morning and evening in the Secular Hall. A fuller account 
will appear in our next issue.

The Athenseum Hall platform will be occupied this 
evening (April 3) by Mr. Charles Watts, who will lecture on 
“ Prayer and Muller’s Orphanage.” The subject is one that 
should attract a good audience.

Last Sunday Mr. Charles Watts lectured in the Co-opera
tive Hall, Bolton, three times to large and highly appreciative 
audiences. We are informed that the meetings were the 
most successful Mr. Watts has ever had in Bolton. At each 
gathering the applause was frequent and enthusiastic. 
Ladies mustered in good force, and many requests were 
made that Mr. Watts, who was in excellent form, would 
again visit Bolton at an early date. There was a little 
opposition, but many questions were put, the answers to 
which met with the marked approval of the audiences.

The N. S. S. secretary, Miss E. M. Vance, desires to call 
attention to the fact that the Executive meeting, which is 
usually held upon the last Thursday in the month, is post- 

oned until Thursday, April 7, in consequence of the Presi- 
ent’s absence from town.

Some weeks ago we drew attention to a Sunday Observance 
Bill which was before the Canadian Legislature, and which 
appears to have been chiefly designed to suppress Sunday 

apers. We are now happy to report that this Bill has been 
ef eated by a maj ority of sixty to forty-three. The minority, 

however, is a large one, and shows that Sabbatarianism is 
still a danger in Canada. The friends of Sunday freedom 
must continue to be vigilant and energetic.

Mr. Thomas Hardy, the greatest of our novelists after 
Mr. George Meredith, rightly refuses to be drawn as to his 
principles and intentions. I t  is not the business of an 
artist to join the didactics. “ I am,” says Mr. Hardy to tho 
secretary of the Legitimation League, “ a mere observer 
and recorder of the tragedies of life, and am personally 
limited to the representation of these tragedies as faith
fully as possible, without bias or what is called ‘ purpose.’ ” 
A very judicious reply ! Nevertheless one can easily read 
some of Mr. Hardy’s views between the lines, and that he 
is a Freethinker is obvious and demonstrable.

There is a probability, it is said, that the French Court 
of Appeal will grant Zola’s application for a new trial. 
In that case, it is also said, he will accept a handsome 
offer from America, and go over there to deliver fifteen 
lectures at 20,000 francs each. Certainly the Yankees do 
these things in great style. _

Captain Adams, of Montreal, will lecture on Monday 
evening (April 4), under the auspices of the Legitimation 
League, on “ The llifjht of Private Judgment in Morals.” 
Mr. Foote has promised to take the chair, as a mark of 
respect for the lecturer, who has been such a good friend to 
tho Freethought movement in Canada. This meeting was 
to have taken place in the French Room at St. James’s 
Hall, but, since Mr. Footo has promised to take the chair, 
it has been thought advisable to engage the large Banqueting 
Room, the entrance to which is from Regent-street. Admis
sion to all seats is free.

The Dominion Review (Toronto) reprints from our columns 
Mr. Foote’s articles on “ The Real Robert Burns." This 
magazine is conducted by Mr. J . Spencer Ellis, the editor 
of Secular Thought. I t generally contains a liberal supply 
of good reading, and we hope it has a large circle of readers.

Mrs. Charles Watts occupies the platform of the Leicester 
Secular Hall this evening (April 3). She is to give a selection 
of readings and recitations. Her skill in this direction is 
well known, and we have no doubt she will have a largo and 
appreciative audience.
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THE MARRIAGE QUESTION.

I n  the Freethinker dated March 13 there appeared an 
article of mine under the heading, “ Secularism and 
Marriage,” the object of which was to show that the 
charges orthodox Christians have been in the habit 
of bringing against Secularists for years past, in reference 
to marriage, were, and are, utterly false. It is not necessary 
to repeat those charges here, as their nature is too well 
known. In my article I was concerned that the truth upon 
the subject should be made clear, and therefore I quoted 
from our printed official Objects, which recognise the 
marriage contract and proclaim the necessity for radical 
improvement of the laws bearing upon the subject, so that 
the position of woman should be equal to that of man. I 
am not interested at present in discussing the abstract 
question of the sexual relation between man and woman 
in some future, and, let us hope, a better condition of 
society, than the one we now have. My point is : What 
does Secularism teach in reference to marriage under the 
existing order of things, and what should be done to 
immediately improve this order ?

In my article I dealt with this phase of the subject, and 
what I therein wrote has not met with the approval of Mr. 
George Bedborough, writer of the “ Editorial Notes ” in 
the last issue of the Adult, for he has devoted nearly a 
column in traversing the views I expressed. With one 
exception, he leaves the reader to infer the object of his 
criticism. He does not attempt to refute by argument 
what I said, but he makes assertions and uses phrases 
without giving any explanation as to their meaning. This 
is “ beating the air,” as a debater, with a vengeance. May 
it not be here permissible to use Mr. Bedborough’s own
words, and say : “ Surely it is time.......this juvenile-
debating-class style of controversy gave place to an attempt 
to understand the attitude of sociological Freethinkers ”? 
So far as any positive opposition is concerned, it is very 
difficult, apart from the one exception, to discover why my 
critic wrote at all upon the subject.

In his first paragraph there are but two points that call 
for any notice. He says that “ Mr. Watts, like so many 
Secularists, is exceedingly anxious that he shall not be 
charged with having any sympathy with the free-love 
movement.” Now, the fact is, I never once referred to 
that movement. Will Mr. Bedborough tell me what he 
understands by such a movement ? I have great sympathy 
for free-love, but not for the indulgence of unrestrained 
passion. In my opinion all love should be free. I am 
told that I protest “ against the charge that Secularists 
hold loose views on the marriage question.” Yes, I cer
tainly do, for, to my mind, the Secular view is a sound and 
reasonable one. It means that proper care should be taken 
before marriage, and that where a mistako has been made 
there should be proper means whereby the man and 
woman should separate. This would prevent the woman 
from being in a state of forced subjection, the man from 
exercising despotic power towards her, and both from 
being victims of domestic misery.

We are next told that “ loose views, in the literal (not 
in the moral) sense of the phrase, aro, however, eminently 
characteristic of all Secularist pronouncements on the sub
ject.” No other reason is given for this reckless assertion 
than my statement, “ that marriage is necessary for the pro
tection of woman.” I am told that I answer myself by 
alleging that “ indiscreet unions are followed, particularly 
on the wife’s part, by untold misery, etc.” But docs it 
follow that, because in somo cases the protection fails, it 
does in every instanco ? What other plan of sexual asso
ciation can be mentioned where the misery of woman can 
be always and entirely avoided ? Therefore, while man is 
what he is, I prefer the only protection for woman that I 
know of, which is marriago, accompanied by a fair law of 
divorce, even if that protection is not absolutely perfect.
A method should be devised whereby the husband and 
wife should part and the woman left free from all expenso 
which would bo caused by her family. While I urge that 
husband and wife ought not to be forced to live together 
where they are not suited to each other, I object to the 
man being free to go, leaving his offspring to fetter his 
wife in her struggle for existence. Equal freedom for 
both is my principle.

I am taken to task for saying that a man cannot be a 
Secularist if he neglects his wife and children; and that

nothing would justify a man in neglecting his home or in 
ill-treating his wife. But, surely, to do one or the other 
is immoral. To neglect children is cruel and unjust, and 
to ill-treat a woman is mean and cowardly. Even where no 
love exists kindness and humanity should prevail. Exer
cise freedom by all means ; but, in doing so, let us be careful 
not to inflict wrongs upon others. The man who is un
mindful of this duty is no Secularist, as I understand 
Secular philosophy. C h a r l e s  W a t ts .

CHRIST’S TEMPTATION.

F e w  stories, even in that budget of absurdities, the Holy 
Bible, are more farcical than that of the forty days’ fasting 
and temptation of Christ in the wilderness, which Chris
tians are supposed to commemorate at this season of Lent. 
The story seems to have been written with the design of 
showing that the devil is an ass. Not one of the tempta
tions was worthy of the acumen usually attributed to the 
wily and experienced Satan. The only enticement with 
the slightest sense in it was that of asking Christ, when 
hungry, to turn stones into bread. But even this was 
silly. Suppose he had done so, it would have been less to 
his discredit than turning water into wine for boozers at a 
marriage feast. Then to fly with him to the pinnacle of 
the temple, and ask him to cast himself down, was sheer 
stupidity. The suggestion would only occur to one whose 
brains had been deranged through long fasting, or im
prisonment in Pandemonium. Nor is it very easy to see 
what the devil would have gained if the Deity had suc
cumbed. For the devil to ask the man-god to fall down 
and worship him was the height of farce. A thing which 
any sane person would refuse surely could not have been 
the climax of Satan’s subtlety in his chief encounter with 
his greatest enemy.

In the earlier legend, that of the temptation of Buddha 
by Mara, there is no absurdity, for the temptation takes 
place before Gautama attains Buddbahood. The story is, 
moreover, a transparent allegory, signifying the tempta
tions which all have to overcome to rise to the full dignity 
of which human nature i3 capable. But the doctrine of the 
deityof Christ makes the proceedings recorded in the Gospel 
farcical. If the Devil knew, as we presume ho did, that 
Christ was God, ho must have been aware that he was 
making a fool of himself. If he was unaware of who and 
what Jesus was, his intelligence must also have been deficient. 
Why should .Satan ask’Jesus to work miracles, or otter him 
all the kingdoms of the world, unless he knew that he was 
dealing with a being of supernatural powors l Wo need 
not pause to inquire from what high mountain tho Devil 
could show all the kingdoms of the world, since it is clear 
that his Black Highness had the power of working 
miracles also.

Milton, with all his genius, could not tell tho story of 
tho temptation of Christ in Paradise llegained, on the 
orthodox theory that Christ was very God of vory God. 
He makes Jesus tho messenger of tho Eternal Father, the 
Son of God.

‘‘ Though sons of God both angola are and m en.”
Despite the elevation of Milton’s style, it must bo con
fessed that the discussion between the Son of Man and 
the Father of Lies is supremely ridiculous. Tho Abbe 
Baume Dessodat, in his Christiad, with French flippancy, 
but more insight than Satan, mado the real temptation 
come through Mary Magdalene. To find onesolf run after 
by fascinated and fascinating women, to be ministered to 
by these angels, to bo hailed with Hosannahs as the 
Messiah, and induced to think “ A greater than Solomon 
is here, and all who came before me wero thieves and 
robbers,” was something like a real Satanic tomptation, 
whereas those recorded in Matthew and Luke dosorvo no 
better term than that of puerile fiction.

F lavius J ulianus.

This is the way of salvation—to look thoroughly ,u.*n 
everything and see what it really is, alike in matter and  i 
cause; with your own heart to do what is just and say 
what is true; and one thing more, to find life’s fruit1® 
in heaping good on good so close that not a chink is Ie 
between.—Marcus Aurelius.
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ISLAM AND TOLERATION.

In the Crescent for March 23 the Sheikh-ul-Islam, of the 
British Isles, has an important article on “ The Toleration 
of Islam." Sheikh Quilliam contends that Islam, from the 
days of its inception right down the cycles of thirteen 
centuries, has been the most tolerant of the great faiths that 
the world has ever known. He compares its course in this 
respect with Christianity, but makes no mention of 
Buddhism, which boasts that it has never persecuted, and 
has shed no blood in wars of religion.

While Christian Europe and America have no care for 
the Jews ; while anti-semitic feeling rages like a furnace in 
Central Europe, and seethes upward with volcanic upheaval 
in Republican France; while Catholic Spain has not allowed 
a single Mussulman family to remain on its European terri
tory, and has centuries ago tortured to death or expelled 
uvr a^’ Muslim Turkey protects every faithful and law- 

abiding Christian or Jew within its territory, and promotes 
their leading men to high honors and responsible positions. 
I he reason of this colossal difference lies in the fact that 
Islamism, while essentially missionary, is yet equally essen
tially and radically tolerant. If it were not so, neither the 
Ottoman nor Moorish dominions to-day would contain a 
«15r’le Christian or Jewish subject, and there would exist no 

Eastern, Armenian, or Cretan questions." The Turks 
suffer to-day from the tolerance that forms an intrinsic and 
essential part of their religion. The Koran plainly incul
cates this duty, as the following extracts will not fail to 
show :—

“ Summon thou to the ways of the Lord with wisdom 
and with kindly warning : dispute with them in the 
kindest manner" (Sura xvi., ayat 123) .

“ They who have inherited the Book after them (that 
is to say, the Jews and the Christians) are in perplexity 
of doubt concerning it.

“ For this cause summon thou (them to the faith), and 
walk uprightly therein as thou hast been bidden, and 
follow not their desires : and say, In whatsoever Books 
Cod hath sent down do I believe ; I am commanded to 
decide justly between you ; God is your Lord and our 
Lord ; we have our works, and you have your works ; 
between us and you let there be no strife; God will 
make us all one: and to him shall we return" (xlii. 
13,14).

. The above extracts are from suras revealed at Mecca, but 
similar injunctions are to be found also in the suras revealed 
at Medina, when Mohammed was at the acme of his power, 
and when thousands upon thousands of zealous Muslims 
were ready to have unsheathed their swords and poured out 
their blood at his command. Let us quote some of them :—

“ Say to those who have been given the Book and to 
the ignorant, I)o you accept Islam? Then, if they 
accept Islam, are they guided aright; but if they turn 
away, thy duty is only preaching; and God’s eye is on 
his servants " (iii. 19).

“ To every people have wo appointed observances 
which they observe. Therefore let them not dispute 
the matter with thee, but summon them to thy Lord : 
Verily thou art guided a righ t:

“ But if they debate with thee, then say, God best 
knoweth that what ye do 1" (xxii. GO, 67).

“ Let there be no compulsion in religion” (ii. 257).
“ Obey God and obey the apostle; but if ye turn 

away, yet is our apostle only charged with plain-spoken 
preaching” (lxiv. 12).

The following passages are taken from what is generally 
Opposed to be the last sura that was delivered :—

“ If anyone of those who join gods with God ask an 
asylum or thee, grant him an asylum in order that ho 
hear the word of God ; then lot him reach his place of 
safety ” (ix. G).

Mr. Quilliam gives many instances of Muslim toleration, 
Notably that of Omar at the conquest of Jerusalem.

THE SONG OF SOLOMON.

^??,aE’a a well-known proverb, though not in the collection 
°r Solomon, to the effect that you can’t make a silk purse 
out of a sow’s ear. The attempt certainly seems to have 
Ueen made by the gentlemen who sought to disguise the 
erotic character of the Canticles by placing at the headings 
«ijL oo.Rus descriptions as “ The Church’s Love unto Christ 
. kue Confesseth Her Deformity": “ The Church Glorieth 
ln Christ “ Christ Sots Forth the Graces of tho Church, 
a?d His Love towards Her.” Such misleading captions are 
absplute enticements to pious young girls to read a book 
T h * 1 ^ abbis prohibited to all under the age of thirty, 
they are stimulants to false delicacy and artificial desire.

Captain J. F. Wilson, the Comprehensionist, has applied 
some of the principles of Biblical hermeneutics to the inter
pretation of fairy tales. He has shown that “ Jack and the 
Beanstalk” is a wonderful allegory of the progress and con
flicts of the soul, while “ The House that Jack Built" con
tains the revelation of a complete system of philosophy. 
Some of the small Germans have tried the same methods 
with Shakespeare, and in Romeo and Juliet discover, not 
the romance of two rivals, but the reconcilement in death 
of the ding an sich with the well-schnierz.

After all, reality is best, and most beautiful too. The 
sow’s ear has worth of its own—not as purse, but on the 
sow. So the Song of Songs, once recognised as a human 
production, is not without its merit. I t  is not milk for 
babes, but the story—as expounded, for instance, in Mr. 
Wheeler’s Bible Studies—is a tale of innocent fidelity, proof 
against the seductions of a sensual sultan, and its moral is 
certainly more human and natural than that generally 
found in the pages of Scripture. It is when the story is 
invested with Divine authority, and declared to be part of 
an infallible revelation, that it becomes pernicious.

THE CHURCH OF ST. CRŒSUS.

Grand Revival of Religion 
At the Church of the Elect!

No admittance, save for sinners,
In full dress and style correct! 

l’atent-leathers brightly polished, 
Trousers custom-made and whole,

Will conduce to man’s salvation ;
Come to us—we’ll save your seul!

Faultlessly attired and perfect 
In decorum’s mazy code,

Let us thank the bounteous master ;
We have reaped where others sowed 

All with wealth and purse plethoric 
May start with us for the goal;

Let the occasion be historic ;
Come to us—we’ll save your soul!

Do thy bonds and stocks oppress thee ?
Are their dividends too low ?

Doth thy real-estate harass thee,
Rents decrease and taxes grow ?

Hath Dame Fortune failed to write thee 
On the multimillion roll ?

Then seek solace in salvation :
Come to us—we’ll save your soul!

Como not ye who, heavy-laden,
Toil with sweat upon your brow ;

If your souls are worth the saving,
We can’t bother with them now ;

For our pews, upholstered richly, 
Cannot with the poor be jammed :

If you’ve neither blood nor money, 
You’re predestined to be damned !

—E. F. T.

CHRISTIAN CIVILIZATION.

A large, strong man, dressed in a uniform and armed to 
tlio teeth, knocked at the door of a hut on the coast of 
Africa.

“ Who are you, and what do you want?” asked a voice 
from tho inside.

“ In tho namo of civilization, open your door, or I ’ll break 
it down for you and fill you full of lead.”

“ But what do you want hero ?”
“ My name is Christian Civilization. Don’t talk liko a 

fool, you black brute. What do you supiioso I want hero 
but to civilize you, and make a reasonable human being out 
of you, if it is possible ?"

“ What are you going to do ?”
“ In the first place, you must dress yourself like a whito 

man. It’s a shame and. a disgrace tho way you go about. 
From now on you must wear underclothing ; a pair of 
pants, vest, coat, plug hat, and a pair of yellow gloves. I 
will furnish them to you at a reasonable price."

“ What shall I do with them ?”
“ Wear them, of course. You didn’t expect to eat them, 

did you ? The first step of civilization is to wear proper 
clothes.”

“ But it is too hot to wear such garments. I’m not used 
to them ; I’ll perish from tho heat. Do you want to murder 
me ?"

“ Well, if you die, you will havo tho satisfaction of being a 
martyr to civilization."

“ You are very kind."
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“ Don’t mention it. What do you do for a living, any
how?”

“ When I am hungry I eat a banana. I eat, drink, or sleep 
just as I feel like it.”

“ What horrible barbarity! You must settle down to 
some occupation, my friend. If you don’t, I ’ll have to lock 
you up as a vagrant.”

“ If I ’ve got to follow some occupation, I think I’ll start 
a coffee-house. I’ve got a good deal of coffee and sugar on 
hand.”

“ Oh, you have, have you 1 Why, you are not such a 
hopeless case as I thought you were. In the first place, you 
must pay me £5.”

“ What for V
“ An occupation tax, you innocent heathen. Do you 

expect to get all the blessings of civilization for nothing V
“ But I haven’t got any money.”
“ That makes no difference. I ’ll take it out in sugar and 

coffee. If you don’t pay, I ’ll put you in jail.”
“ What is a jail V
“ Jail is a progressive word. You must be prepared to 

make sacrifices for civilization, you know.”
“ What a great thing civilization is !”
“ You cannot possibly realize the benefits, but you will 

before I get through with you.”
The unfortunate native took to the woods, and has not 

been seen since.

B O O K  C H A T .

I n 1867 Thomas Chenery, M.A., gave to the world the 
first volume of an English translation of the Makamdt; or, 
Assemblies of Al Hariri, a work throwing great light on the 
Arabic language, which therein sparkles like a jewel of 
many facets, and on Moslem proverbs, customs, and modes 
of thought. The work had a long and most valuable Intro
duction on the place of Al Hariri in Arabic literature, and 
copious and instructive annotations. Of the fifty sections 
of the Assemblies, Mr. Chenery translated and published 
the first twenty-six. He had intended to complete the 
translation of the remaining twenty-four, and also to pre
pare an index to the two volumes. But, called to the editor
ship of the Times in 1877, his hopes and expectations were 
never fulfilled, and he died in 1884 leaving his task un
finished. * * *

For such a work as this, without the sensual attraction of 
The Thousand and One_ Nights, there is little demand 
among the general public; and since the work is of the 
utmost importance to students of Arabic, it might well 
have become a Government with millions of Moslem sub
jects, and ever needing competent men to understand and 
rule them, to have provided for the fulfilment of the task 
which Thomas Chenery began. No better monument to a 
scholar than the completion of his life-work. This comple
tion has been carried out by Dr. F. Steingass at the instiga
tion and expense of Mr. F. F. Arbuthnot, who has himself 
made the careful and elaborate index to the two volumes, 
and who touchingly dedicates the second volume “ To 
Thomas Chenery, M.A.” Such generosity must ever have 
the affectionate admiration and esteem of scholars.

* * *
Al Hariri was a contemporary with the first Crusade. 

At that time it is safe to say that the Christians were com
parative barbarians to the Moslems, whose literature and 
science, dominant in the East, were extending through Spain 
to Europe. The Assemblies display the wondrous flexibility 
and power of the Arabic tongue in the hands of a master. 
Like a diamond with many sides, it scintillates in all 
directions, and the reader is not only astonished by its 
wealth of imagery, its many references to the Koran, to 
proverbial sayings and poetry, but would be perplexed by 
its nuances, conceits, ana double meanings, but for the 
careful guidance of the translator. There is nothingexactly 
to compare to it in English literature. Perhaps Burton’s 
Anatomy of Melancholy may give some idea of its mixture 
of philosophy, pleasantry, religion, nonsense, poetry, ethics, 
and superstition, with apposite quotations on every con
ceivable subject. * * *

At a meeting of the National Protestant Union Pre
bendary Webb-Peploe referred to a book entitled Forty-six 
Instructions for Lent, dedicated to the Bishop of London. 
He wrote to the Bishop and asked him if he had carefully 
read the book, and the Bishop replied that he had not read 
it before, but he had now unearthed it, and considered it the 
silliest book he had ever read. He said that he consented 
to the dedication because, in the innocence of his heart, he 
thought that any book coming from a clergyman must be 
good. Mr. Peploe had his Lordship’s permission to say that 
he did not approve the book, though it had his imprimatur. 
Instead of abusing their Ritualistic friends, let them

imitate their activity, literary and otherwise.—“ Daily
News,” March 23.

*  * *

Manners for All and Home Management are two new 
penny handbooks issued by Ward, Lock, & Co. As they ex
tend to over eighty pages each, no one can complain there is 
not ample value for money.* * *

I t is just ten years this thirty-first of March since there 
died at Mentone one of the most promising of young French 
Freethinkers, Marie Jean Guyau. His work, L’Irreligion de 
l'Avenir, published shortly before his death, is a most 
interesting sociological study from the advanced stand
point. Religion, he holds, was only necessary to the world’s 
childhood. All its facts and his ideas were but as the un
finished sketches which lumber the rooms of artists and 
mechanicians. Besides this work, which has been trans
lated, he wrote on The Morals of Epicurean Contemporary 
English Ethics, and a Sketch of Morality without Obligation or 
Sanction, all of which have had influence on the thinkers of 
France. * * *

The April number of the Adult contains some editorial 
strictures on Mr. Charles Watts’s recent article on 
“ Secularism and Marriage.” We shall not presume to 
defend Mr. Watts, who is well able to take care of himself. 
With regard to one point, however, we think it right to say 
that the writers of signed articles in the Freethinker bear 
the entire responsibility for the opinions they express. 
Neither agreement nor disagreement must be presumed on 
the part of the editor or of other contributors. Perhaps we 
might add that, considering the age of the critic and the 
age of Mr. Watts, it is somewhat amusing to hear the 
latter’s views called “ juvenile.” Nothing could well be 
more juvenile than the hymn in the Adult to a pair of bed- 
sheets. I t  recalls the sentimental erotics of Tom Little. 
We have no wish to deprecate the discussion of sex 
problems, but it has peculiar perils to a certain order of 
minds. There is also a fanaticism of small minorities as 
well as a fanaticism of big majorities, and this temper is 
manifest in too many of the Free Lovers’ references to 
Secularists who cannot believe in the efficacy of this old- 
new specific. It never occurs to these vehement writers 
that those who dissent from them have any knowledge of 
the subject. It is, indeed, quite diverting to observe how 
they regard unbelief as a kind of blasphemy.

* * *
Mrs. Bradlaugh-Bonner has acted on the hint we threw 

out some time ago, and has published a brief authoritative 
account of her father’s last hours, as a check to the lies and 
misrepresentations of the baser sort of Christian advocates. 
Did Charles Bradlaugh Die an Atheist ? is the title of her 
pamphlet, which is issued at the popular price of one penny 
by Bonner, 1, Took’s-court, and is presumably obtainable 
from Mr. Forder. Mrs. Bonner does not refute one by one 
the ridiculous stories that have been set afloat by pious 
malignity. She contents herself with a plain statement of 
the tacts. For the first time she prints the written testi
mony of Dr. A. J. Bell, who was in constant attendance on 
Charles Bradlaugh during his fatal illness. “ During that 
time,” Dr. Bell says, “ I  heard him say no word bearing 
directly or indirectly upon any religious subject.” Similar 
statements were signed by the two nurses. Towards the 
end his mind wandered a good deal, but his thoughts, as he 
spoke them, were mostly happy ones. The last words Mrs. 
Bonner heard him utter, the very night of his deatB, were 
reminiscent of his voyage to India. “ Never,” she says, 
“ throughout the whole time did my father by sign or sound 
indicate that there was the smallest change in his opinions.” 
Freethinkers should procure this pamphlet, and keep it by 
them for the ready correction of orthodox falsehoods.

* * *
The University Magazine opens with a refutation of Pro

fessor James’s “ Plea for Theism.” Howard Williams
follows with an article on “ The English Criminal Code.’ 
Mr. Wheeler writes on “ The Irreligion of Shakespeare.^ 
John Vickers continues his papers on “ Christian Origins, 
W. Plate writes on “ Egoism," and J. Heywood on “ The 
Religious Ideas of Children.”

*  *  *

The end of Herr Brandes’s critical study on William1 
Shakespeare, the translation of which is produced under 
the direction of W. Archer, has a rather significant hint, 
that we know far more the real personality of Shakespeare 
than of Jesus Christ. He says: “ The William Shakespeare 
who was born at Stratford-on-Avon in the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, who lived and wrote in her reign and that of 
James, wno ascended into heaven in his comedies and 
descended into hell in his tragedies, and died at the age 
of fifty-two in his native town, rises a wonderful personality 
in grand and distinct outlines, with all the vivid color 
of life from the pages of his books, before the eyes of a* 
who read them witn an open, receptive mind, with sa n ity  
of judgment and simple susceptibility to the power 01 
genius.”
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CORRESPONDENCE. FREETHOUGHT GLEANINGS,

PHRENOLGGY AND THEISM.
TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.”

Sir,—Mr. Davies has been shrewd enough to withhold 
from your readers his views regarding phrenology as a 
science. Obviously this is intentional on his part. Pro
bably, if the battle goes against him, he will declare it a

pseudo science,” and if in his favor, “ an exact ” one; 
at any rate, he makes accessible a safe retreat, prior to 
his appearance in print anent the above question.

Mr. Davies presumably knows some little of the subject 
on which he writes ; he has had a “ course of several years’ 
careful study of the science.” He invites attention to the

many elaborate expositions on the subject of phrenology ” 
published; but, strangely enough, his knowledge appears to 
be confined to a little 40-cents booklet; at all events, he 
quotes no other. From this valuable text-book Mr. Davies 
cites certain paragraphs, but the quotations are so mutilated 
that one hesitates to accept them as representative of the 
position taken in Heads and Faces. My advice to your 
readers  ̂i s : Procure the book, read what is said relative 
to “ Spirituality" and “ Veneration,” and then decide how 
much color has been given (through abstraction) to the 
sentences by your ingenious correspondent.

Mr. Davies’s contention is that the primary and normal 
function of “ Spirituality” and “ Veneration” is secular. 
He is undoubtedly able to speak with authority upon the 
question, for he has had “ several years’ ” experience of the 
subject. His own authority, Professor N. Sizer (whose 
experience was great, although I do not for a moment 
contend that he was a more able exponent of phrenology 
than Mr. Davies—I remember that the latter gentleman 
has given “ several years ” of careful study to the science), 
however, by way of definition, says: “ S p ir it u a l it y .—Faith, 
trust, an intuitive religious element, leads to prophecy and 
belief in the immortal and invisible. Excess. —Superstition, 
fanaticism. Deficiency— Scepticism, incredulity. V e n e r a 
tion .—Reverence for deity, desire to adore and worship; 
it also imparts deference for superiors, and respect for what
ever is ancient and honorable. Excess.—Idolatry, undue 
deference for persons. D eficiencyDisregard for things 
sacred, and for the aged and venerable ” (Forty Years in 
Phrenology, p. 406). Now, from this it is evident that Sizer 
considers that the primary and normal function of both 
faculties is essentially religious. In this all standard 
writers agree. I could quote from all the text-books on 
the science with the same result, but the burden of proof lies 
with Mr. Davies. He must either prove his contention from 
acknowledged standards of appeal, or manfully admit that 
he is elaborating a new and original nomenclature of phre
nology, for which he is solely responsible ; in which event 
we shall have pleasure in dealing with it upon its own 
merits. Opponents of phrenology have, almost from its 
advent, urged that it was materialistic ; but its advocates— 
never ! They find Gall refuting it, Spurzheim denying it, 
the Fowlers denouncing it, and the illustrious Coombe 
lecturing against it. To particularize would be to waste 
space, for the facts are well known.

Now, “ if a man is born with either of these faculties in
active,” he will be a sceptic. Inactive ! Why “ inactive ” if 
Hie primary and normal function of these faculties is 
secular ? Surely the fact that Mr. Davies wants them “ in
active ” in order to make a good sceptic should make him 
a little sceptical as to the validity of his hypothesis ! My 
experience appears to prove that inactive organs, whether 
Physical, vital, or mental, manifest diseased functions ; ergo, 
he wants the diseased faculties—I the healthy. When 
lhe_so_ faculties “ become diseased through too great an 
activity, it produces what the Rev. Browin Grant called the 
^ad Christian”; and when diseased through deficiency of 
Activity, they produce what Professor Huxley called “ a 
shallow man.”

Mr. Davies is pleased to “ deny that any man possessing 
these organs in clegroo one can cultivate the organs to any 
higher degree.” i t  was well said that “ he would be a bold 
man who would pronounce the word ‘impossible’ outside 
°f mathematics.” How does ho know? Ha3 ho carefully 
hatched persons through a life of endeavor to cultivate 
"mak faculties ? If not, can he speak positively on this 
R)int ? Has he ever met a man witn an organ degree one ?

so, what standard does he gauge by? Ah, sir, if no 
more _ logical argument is forthcoming to uproot the 
ooctrine of “ freewill” than this, that doctrine is destined 
to stand !

Phrenology does not teach that the brain thinks. It 
i ^ h e s  that the brain is the instrument of thought, and 
18 ablest exponents declare that thought is as distinct 

irpm the brain as the player is from tne instrument on 
which he performs. E. S. G. Mayo.

.-Convictions are generally first impressions that are sealed 
with later prejudices.—George Meredith.

The forms of dogma begin to grow old from the day ’they 
are consecrated by general consent.—Professor Sabatier.

I am convinced that the only faith that can save us is the 
belief in the efficacy of the accomplished effort. I t  is very 
beautiful to dream of eternity; but it is enough for the 
honest man to pass away, having done his task.—Zola.

Be not diverted from your duty by any idle reflections 
the silly world may make on you, for their censures are not 
in your power, and consequently should be no part of your 
concern.—Epictetus.

Truth : there can be no merit, no craft at all, without 
that. And, further, all beauty is, in the long run, only 
fineness of truth, or what we call expression, the finer 
accommodation of speech to the vision within.— Walter Pater, 

The revelations of devout and learn’d,
Who rose before us, and as prophets burned,
Are all as stories which, awoke from sleep,
Men told their fellows, and to sleep returned.

— Omar Khayyam.
Truth is a torch, but a terrible one ; ofttimes so terrible 

that the natural instinct of us all is to give a side glance 
with a blinking eye, lest, on looking it fairly in the face, the 
strong glare might blind us.—Goethe.

If Christ were to come to London now, he would not be 
crucified. Oh, no ! He would be lionized, asked out to 
dinner to hear the strange things he had got to say, and the 
bettermost people would wonder that a man who could be 
so sensible on some points should be so foolish on others, 
would wish he were a little more practical, and so on.—T. 
Carlyle.

There was only one man not spoiled by being lionized. 
His name was Daniel.

SOME YARNS.

I n a mixed Sunday-school class of English, Scottish, and 
Irish girls the minister failed to obtain an explanation of 
the expression, “ unclean spirit.” At length a bright-eyed 
native of the Emerald Isle, on being pressed for an answer, 
replied : “ Sure, your riverence, it’s the very same as a dirty 
diviL”

The Rev. Dr. Blank delivered a prosy and lengthened 
lecture on the chronological order of the minor prophets. 
When every one was weary except himself, the lecturer 
asked : “ And now, dear brethren, what position shall we 
assign to Hosea ?” A man in the audience rose and said : 
“ There’s a seat for him here; I’m off.”

A Roman ecclesiastic, when asked a question, was in the 
habit of always beginning his reply by saving : “ I make a 
distinction.” A cardinal, having invited him to dine, pro
posed to derive some amusement for the company from this 
well-known peculiarity of his guest. Saying he had an im
portant question to propose, he asked : “ Is it under any 
circumstance lawful to baptize in soup?” “ I  make a dis
tinction,” said the guest. “ If you ask, is it lawful to bap
tize in soup in general, I say, No ; if you ask, is it lawful to 
baptize in your excellency’s soup. I say, Yes, for there is 
really no difference between it and water.”

A certain Border Auld Kirk minister engaged a local char
acter to put glass on the top of a wall round his garden to 
prevent boys stealing his apples. Running short of glass, 
the man went up to the manse to see if he could get glass 
of any kind. On his way up he met the minister. “ Well,” 
said the character, “ have ye ony auld bottles ye cud gie’s, 
as I’m run short o’ glass ?” “ No,” said the minister, “ nob 
just now ; but there’s to be a meeting o' the elders to
morrow afternoon, and if you could come up after they’re 
away you’ll get plenty.”

This yarn is as true as gospel, as purgatory, transubstan- 
tiation, and the rest of the stock-in-trade of the clergy. Tim : 
“ O, Father Flaherty, I’ve committed a mortal sin. Can 
you do anything for me?” Father Flaherty—“Is it a mortal 
sin ? What money have you got ?” Tim—“ I’ve £70 about 
my clothes.” Father Flaherty—“ Then lay down £50, and 
I’ll see what can be dono. Tell me what sin you’ve com
mitted.” Tim—“ O, it’s so terrible, I can scarcely tell you, 
Father.” Father Flaherty—“ Is it murder?” Tim—“ No, 
but I’m afraid it’s nearly as bad. It’s too terrible to men
tion.” Father Flaherty—“ Well, I won’t waste my time. 
If you don't tell me soon, I’ll take the £50_ and be gone.” 
Tim—“ Ah! it’s a dreadful crime I’ve committed.” Father 
Flaherty—“ Well, tell me what it was !” Tim—“ O, Father. 
I’ve married a nun !” Father Flaherty—“ That’s a dreadful 
sin you are guilty of. Do you know you’ve married one of 
God’s sisters !” Tim—“ W hat! am I now God’s brother-in- 
law ?” Father Flaherty—“ You are. Tim !” Tim (sweeping 
the £50 back into his hand and pocketing it)—“ I shouldn’t 
like family matters to be talked about I’ll go myself to 
my brother-in-law about it.”
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

[Notice s of Lecture», etc., mutt reach us by first post on Tuesday, and 
be marked “Lecture Notice,” i f  not sent on post-card.]

LONDON.
The Athen,eum Hall (73 Tottenham Court-road, W.) : 7.30> 

0, Watts, “ Prayer and Muller’s Orphanage.”
Camberwell (North Camberwell Hall, 61 New Church-road) : 

11.30, A lecture ; 7, Concert and dance.
South London Ethical Society (Surrey Masonic Hall, Camberwell 

New-road, S.E.): 7, F. J. Gould, “ The Religion of the First Christians 
3, Peckham Rye (near band-stand), J. Clarke, M.A.

West London Ethical Society (Kensington Town H a ll) : 11.15, 
G. H. Perris, “ Despotism by Newspaper.”

Wood Green (Station-road Hall): 7, Debate between J. Boyce and 
Stanley Jones (second night), “ Is the Bible an Inspired Revelation 
from a God to Man ?”

Open-Air Propaganda.
Hammersmith (The Grove, near S. W. Railway-station): 7, R. P. 

Edwards, “ Why we Attack Christianity.”
H yde P ark (near Marble Arch): R. P. Edwards—11.30, “ Atheism 

and Morality ”; 3.30, “ Why we Attack Christianity.”
West London Branch (Marble A rch): 11.30, A lecture; 3.30, A 

lecture.
Westminster Secular Society (Grosvenor Embankment): 1130, 

Harry Courtney, “ Glory of Freethought.”
East London Branch (Mile End Waste): 11.30, W. Heaford. 
Limehouse (The Triangle, Salmon-lane): 11.30, S. Jones.

COUNTRY.
Birmingham (Bristol-street Board School): 7, G. BayliiTe, “ Gods and 

Prayers.”
Chatham Secular Society (Queen’s-roai, New Brom pton): G. W. 

Foote—morning, “ Is the Bible a Fit Book for Children evening,
“ God and the Devil.”

Glasgow (Lecture Hall, Brunswick-street): 12, Discussion Class, 
open discussion, “ Is Materialism the Most Reasonable Hypothesis ?”; 
6.30, “ Medicus,” “ Ancient Egyptian Religions.”

Leicester Secular Hall (Humberstone G ate): 6.30, Mrs. Charles 
Watts, Readings and recitations.

Liverpool (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square): Mrs. Bradlaugh- 
Bonner—3, Capital Punishment 7, “ A Little Englander’s Look 
Round.”

Manchester Secular Hall (Rusholme-road, All Saints): 6.30, 
W. Simpson, “ Is Socialism Selfish ?”

Newcastle-on-Tyne (Northumberland Hall, High Friar-street): 
H. P. Ward—11,i“ Some Social Evils of the A ge”; 3, “ The Church the 
Robber 7, “ Why I  am an Atheist.”

Plymouth (Democratic Club, Whimple-street): 7, Meeting of 
members.

Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockingham-itreet): 
Amos Waters—3, “ Vivisection: The Outrages on Animals and the 
Menace to Humanity”; 7, “ Charles Lamb: Heretic and Humorist.” 
Tea at 5.

South Shields (Captain Duncan’s Navigation School, Market-place):
7, Business meeting.

L ec tu re rs’ E n g ag em en ts .
O. Cohen, 12 Merchant-street, Bow-road, London.—April 2, 3, 

and 4, Stanley; 10, Gateshead; 17, Manchester; 24 and 25, Birming
ham. May 1, Sheffield ; 8, Liverpool; 15, Blackburn.

A. B. Moss, 44 Oredon-road, London, S.E.—April 10, Mile E nd: 17, 
m. and a., Hyde Park ; e., Hammersmith ; 24, a., Victoria Park. May 
1, m., Finsbury ; 8, m., Mile End ; 15, m. and a. Hyde Park ; e , Kilburn ; 
22, m., Mile End.

H. Percy Ward, 6 Wawne Grove, Alexandra-road, Hull.—April 3, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne ; 10, Stockton-on-Tees ; 17, Glasgow.

POSITIVISM.
“Reorganization, without f/od or king, ly  the systematic 

worship of Humanity.”
Information and publications on the Religion of Humanity 

may be obtained tree  from Mr. Malcolm Quin, Church of 
Humanity, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

Ingersoll's Works.
IN THREE VOLUMES.

VOL. I.—Mistakes of Moses ; Reply to Gladstone ; Rome or Reason ; 
Faith and Fact; God and Man; Dying Creed; The Ghosts; Great 
Mistake; Myth and Miracle; Real Blasphemy ; and The Hope of the 
Future.

VOL. II.—Defence of Freethought; Why am I an Agnostic? Clergy 
and Common Sense ; Do I Blaspheme ? Marriage and Divorce ; The 
Household of Faith ; Limits of Toleration : Art and Morality; God 
and the S tate; Live Topics; Repairing the Idols; Truth of History ; 
and Social Salvation.

VOL. I I I .—About the Holy Bible; Oration on the Gods; Walt 
Whitman; Paine the Pioneer; Humanity’s Debt to Paine; Love the 
Redeemer; Religion of the Future; Breaking the Fetters; Difficulties 
of Belief; Is Suicide a Sin? Last Words on Suicide; and Christ and 
Miracles.

Cloth, gilt, Ss. Gd. each. Each vol. can he had separately.
London: R. Fordor, 28 Stonccutter-strcot, E.C.

T H E  A D U L T .
THE JOURNAL OF SEX.

A p r il  N um ber  N ow  R eady .
Contents: Music, Religion, and Sex—The Bed of Love— 

The Body Beautiful—Comstock : King of America—The 
Ideal Man, etc., etc., etc.

Price 3d., post free 4d.; IC John-street, Bedford-row, W.C., 
and Robert Border, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

T H E BEST BOOK
•ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, I  BELIEVE,

TRUE MORALITY, o r THE THEORY AND PRACTICE 
OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.S.S.
1G0 pages, with portrait and autograph, bound in cloth, gilt lettered. 

Price Is., post free.
*** In order to bring the information within the reach of the poor, the 

most important parts of the book are issued in a pamphlet of 112 pages 
at one penny, post free 2d. Copies of the pamphlet for distribution Is. 
a dozen post free.

The National Reformer of 4th September, 1892, says: “ Mr. Holmes’ 
pamphlet . . .  is an almost unexceptionable statement of the Neo- 
Malthusian theory and practice . . . and throughout appeals to moral 
feeling. . . . The special value of Mr. Holmes’ service to the Neo- 
Malthusian cause and to human well-being generally is just his combi
nation in his pamphlet of a plain statement of the physical and moral 
need for family limitation with a plain account of the means by which 
it can be secured, and an offer to all concerned of the requisites at the 
lowest possible prices.”

The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr. Allbutt, and 
others, have also spoken of it in very high terms.

The Trade supplied by R. F order, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C. 
Other orders should be sent to the author.
J. R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAGE, BERKS.

W. J. Rendell’s “ Wife’s Friend”
Recommended by Mrs. Eesant in Law of Population, p. 32, and Dr. 
Allbutt in Wife's Handbook, p. 51. Made ONLY at No. 15 Chadwell- 
street, Clerkenwell ; 2s. per doz., post free (reduction in larger 
quantities). For particulars send stamped envelope.

Important Caution.
Beware of useless imitations substituted by some dealers and chemists, 
the words “ Rendell & Oo.” and “ J. W. Rendall,” etc., being speciously 
and plausibly introduced to deceive the public.

Look for Autograph Registered Trade Mark

in Red I nk on r.Acn Box, without which none are Genuine. 
Higginson’s Syringe, with Vertical and Reverse Current, 3s 6d., 4s. 6d., 

and 5s. 6d. Dr. Palfrey’s Powder. Is 2d. Quinine Compound, Is. 2d. 
Dr. A llbutt’s Quinine Powders, 3s. per doz. All prices post free.
W. J . RENDELL, 15 Chadw ell-st., C lerkenw ell, E.C. 

COMPOSITION TABLETS Id . each.
As a Stimulant nothing to Equal them. As a Beverage 

nothing else required.
G. THWAITES, 2 Church Row, Stockton-on-Tees.

Or post free, 3 Tablets for 4d.; 6 Tablets for 8d.; 12 Tablets for Is. 3d.; 
36 Tablets for 3s. Agents wanted where none are appointed.

One Tablet sent to any address Post Free.

CIRCULARS, ETC., ELECTROGRAPHED,
Lithographed, or Typewritten.

MSS., etc., Typewritten. All at moderate charges. Typewriting 
Accessories supplied.—W. H ardakf.r, 15, Furnival Street, London,
E.C.

TANTON, th e  Peoplo’s Dentist, 335 Strand (opposite  
. ! Somerset House).—TEETH on VULCANITE, 2s. 6d. each ; upper 
oriowerset, £1. Best Quality, 4s. each ; upper or lower,£2. Completed 
in four hours when required ; repairing or alterations in two hours. 
If you pay more than the above, they are fancy charges. Teeth on 
platinum. 7s. 6d. each; on 18 ct. gold, 15s ; stopping, 2s. Gd.; extraction 
Is.) painless by gas, 5s.
' ----J‘ ■■ ' . . - i n

LESSONS IN FRENCH.—Monsieur J ules Baili.y dosir*8
Pupils. Easy plan and efficiency guaranteed. Terms very mode' 

rate. Address, 32 Storo-Btreet, Bedford-square, W.O.

UNIGEAPHIC SHORTHAND is tlio Briefest and most
Perfect of all Systems. Parts I. to V III. now ready. 7d. P09“ 

free. P. W. Baldwin, O.M., Ashton-on-Ribble.
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Works by J. M. Wheeler.
Biographical Dictionary of Freethinkers of All Ages and 

Nations. Containing tho Lives of over 1,600 Men and 
Women of Light and Leading. Reduced to 5s.

Footsteps of the Past. Essays on Human Evolution in 
Religion and Custom. 3s.

Bible Studies. Essays on Phallic Worship, Circumcision, 
Blood Rites, Jewish Sacrifices, Taboos, Ordeals, Witch
craft, Prophets, Song of Solomon, Etc. Cloth illustrated, 
2s. 6d.

The Life and Writings of Voltaire. Is. paper; 2s. cloth.
Secular Songs and Freethought Readings. Is.
The Christian Doctrine of Hell. 2d.
Satan, Witchcraft, and the Bible. 2d.
Types of Religionists. 2d.

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

THOM AS P A IN E ’S  W ORKS.

The Rights of Man. Centenary edition. With a Political
Biography by J. M. Wheeler. Is. ; bound in cloth, 2s.

Cemplete Theological Works. (Including the Age of
Reason.) Cloth, 2s. 6d.
London ; R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

SHAKESPEARE.
A LECTURE By

COLONEL INGERSOLL.

HANDSOMELY PRINTED.

“ A powerful piece of literary and philosophical criticism. 
Ingersoll’s glowing style, his forcible logic, and his acute 
discrimination make his panegyric of the Bard of Avon 
almost as interesting to read as, no doubt, his lecture was 
inspiriting to hear.”—The Stage.

P rice S ixp en ce .

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

FREETHOUGHT WORKS.
The Sign of the Cross. A Candid Criticism of Mr. Wilson Barrett’s

Play, showing its gross partiality and its ridiculous historic 
inaccuracy, with special reference to the (probably) forged 
passage in Tacitus and tho allegod Neronie massacre of Chris
tians. Handsomely printed, 6d.

The Birth of Christ. From the original “ Life of Jesus” by 
the famous Strauss. With an introduction by G. W. Foote. A 
most thorough Analysis and Exposure of tho Gospel Story by a 
Master Hand. Gd.

Christianity and Secularism. Public Debate between G. W. 
too to and Rev. Dr. McCann. Verbatim Roporb, revised by 
“oth Disputants. Is.; superior edition in cloth, Is. 6d.

Bible Heroes. From Adam to Paul. By G. W. Foote. In
structive, interesting, amusing, and honest; in fact, the only 
honest book on the subject). 200 pp., cloth, 2s. 6d.

The Grand Old Book- A Reply to tho Grand Old Man. By
r 1 W. Foote. An Exhaustive Answer to Mr. Gladstone’s 
impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture. Is.; cloth edition, Is. 6d.

Christ Save Us ? By G. W. Foobo. An Examination of 
“he Claims of Jesus Christ to bo considered tho Savior of the 
World. Contains much Historic Information on Slavery, the 
Position of Woman, General Social Progress, and the advance 
M Soionco and Freethought in opposition to Christian bigotry.

®&rwin on God. By G. W. Foote. A full and minute account 
°* Darwin’s montal development, with a briof Memoir of his 
grandfather, the famous Erasmus Darwin ; containing all tho 
Passages in Darwin’s works, and in his Lift and Letters, bearing 
directly or indirectly on the subject of roligion. Evory Free
thinker should havo and koep a copy of this important little 
volumo. 6d.; cloth, Is.

f °0tstepB of the  Past. Valuablo Essays in tho Evolution of 
religion and Ethics. By J. M. Whoolor. With a Preface by 
G. W. Foote. Cloth, 3s.

dfldel Death-Beds. By G. W. Foote. Socond edition, revised 
and much enlarged. Contains authentic details of the last hours 
°J sixty-two historio Freethinkers, and in most cases a skotch 
of thoir lives. Precise roforoncos given in ovory instance. 8d. ;
cloth, lg. 3d.
°mic Sermons and Other Fantasias. By G. W. Foote. A 
selection of tho author’s host satirical writings. Content.«:— 
A Sormon on Summor—A Mad Sermon—A Sormon on Sin—A 
giehop in tho Workhouse—A Christmas Sormon—Christmas 
"Ye in Hoavon—Bishop Triminor’s Sunday Diary—The Judge 
and the Devil—Satan and Michael—Tho Firsb Christmas — 
^darn’s Breechos—Tho Fall of Eve—Joshua and Jericho—A 
tsaby God—Judas Iscariot. 8d.
ofonco of Freethought. By Colonel Ingorsoll. A Grand 

Pooch, occupying four hours in delivery, made in defence of 
t • Reynolds, who was prosecuted for Blasphomy in Now 
Jersoy. 6d.
arLinCe Free Speech. By G. W. Foote. Throe hours’
UclroHs to the Jury in tho Court of Queen’s Bench before Lord 
oleridgo, in answer to an Indictment for Blasphomy on account 
i certain issuos of the Freethinker. Carefully roviBed, with an 

‘mportant Preface and Footnotes, id.

Pagan Mythology; or, The Wisdom of the Ancients.
Lord Bacon. Is.

By

Church of England Catechism Examined. A Masterly Work, 
which narrowly escaped prosecution. By Jeremy Bentham. la.

Utilitarianism. By Jeremy Bentham. 3d.
Free Will and Necessity. By Anthony Collins. Reprinted 

from 1715 edition, with Biography of Collins by J. M. Wheeler, 
and Preface and Annotations bv G. W. Foote. Huxley sayB that 
“ Collins writes with wonderful power and closeness of reason
ing.” Is.; superior edition, on superfine paper, cloth, 2s.

The Code of Nature. By Diderot and D’Holbach. 2d.
The Essence of Religion. God the Image of Man, Man’s Depend

ence upon Nature the Last and Only Source of Religion. By 
Ludwig Feuerbach. “ No one has demonstrated and explained 
the purely human origin of the idea of God better than Ludwig 
Feuerbach.”—Büchner. Is.

Crimes of Christianity. By G. W. Foote and J. M. Wheeler. 
Hundreds of exact roferoncos to Standard Authors. An un
answerable Indictment of Christianity. Vol. I., cloth gilt, 
216 pp., 2s. 6d.

The Jewish Life of Christ. Being the Sepher Toldoth Jtshu, or 
Book of the Generation of Josus. Editod, with an Historical 
Proface and Voluminous Notes, by G. W. Foote and J. M. 
Wheeler. 6d.; superior edition, superfino paper, cloth, Is.

The Mortality of the Soul. By David Hume. Not included 
in ordinary editions of Hume’s “ Essays.” 2d.

Liberty and Necessity. By David Hume. 4d.
j Essays in Rationalism. Bv Charles Robert Newman, the Atheist 

brother of tho late Cardinal Nowman. With a I’roface by G. J. 
Ilolyoake, and Biography by J. M. Whoolor. Is. 6d.

The Rights of Man- By Thomas I’aino. With a Political Bio
graphy by J. M. Whoolor. Is.; cloth edition, 2s.

Satires and Profanities. By Jamos Thomson (B.V.). “ As 
clover as they aro ofton profane.”—Christian World. Is.

A Refutation of Deism. By Sholloy. Really a Dofenoe of
Athoism. 4d.

Miscellaneous Theological Works. By ThomaB Paine. AH
his writings on Religion except the Age of Reason. Is.

Theism or Atheism. Public Dobate between G. W. Foote and 
tho Rev. W. T. Loo. Vorbatim Report, revised by both Dis
putants. Well printed and neatly bound, Is.

Bible and Beer. By G. W. Foote. Showing the absurdity of 
basing Teototalism on the Christian Scriptures. Oaroful, 
thorough, and accurate. Freethinkers should keep this pam- 
phlot by thorn. 4d.

The Holy Bible. By Colonol IngersolL A Masterpiece of Popular 
Criticism ; ono of Ingersoll’s greatest efforts. 6d.

The Coming Civilization. By Colonel Ingorsoll. An Address 
delivered in the Columbia Theatre, Chicago, Sunday, April 12, 
1896, to a vaBt mooting of Members and Friends of the “ Church 
Militant." 3d.

The Foundations of Faith. By Colonel Ingersoll. Contents:— 
The Old Testamont—Tho Now Testament—Jehovah—The 
Trinity—Tho Theological Christ—Tho “ Scheme ”—Belief— 
Conclusion. 3d.

LONDON : R. FORDER, 28 STONECUTTER STREET, E.C. I 1
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SPECIAL

C le a r a n c e
OF

Odd Lots.

THE PLAIN TRUTH TELLS.
Once every year we do whafc we believe no other firm in the United Kingdom does—namely, 

we invite any customer who has bought goods from us during the previous twelve months, 
and who is not perfectly satisfied with the bargain, to send at once for compensation. We are 
ready once more to straighten up all cases of dissatisfaction ; if any exist, send paticulars at 
once.

B A R G A I  N S !
B A R G A I N S !

G. W. FOOTE’S
FLOWERS OF

FREETHOUGHT, 
Value 2s. Gd.,

Free of cost with 
each parcel.

LOT A 1 Melton Overcoat to measure, Black,Navy, or Brown. Send chest (over vest) and full length of sleeve measurement. 
„ B 1 Melton Overcoat length, any color, 1 Tweed or Serge Suit length, any color.
„ C 4 All-wool Trouser lengths in English, Scotch, or Irish Tweed, Stripes, Mixture or Check. __________  _
„ D 1 Suit length, any color, 1 Dress length, any color, 1 Lady’s Umbrella, 1 Gent’s Umbrella.
„ E l  Overcoat or Suit length and 1 pair All-wool Blankets.
„ F 1 Dress length, with linings and buttons to match, and 1 Overcoat or Suit length.
„ G 2 Pairs Trousers to measure. Give length inside leg and waist measurement; say lined 

or not.
„ H i  Dress length, with linings and buttons to match, and 1 pair Trousers to match.
,, I 3 Scotch Tweed Dress lengths, all warranted pure wool, 6 yards each, double width.
„ J  6 Sailor Suits, to fit boys up to 8 years old.
„ K 1 Pair All-wool Blankets, 1 pair Bed Sheets, 1 Quilt, and 1 Tablecloth.
„ L 2 of our noted “ Bruno ” Dress lengths, any color, with linings and buttons to match.
„ M 1 Bruno Dress length, 2 Flannelette Nightdresses, 2 Chemises, 2 pairs Knickers, and 

2 Skirts.
„ N 1 Gent’s Scarboro’ Mackintosh. Give chest over coat and full length measurement.
„ O 1 Lady’s Fashionable Waterproof, latest design. Give bust measurement and length at 

back.
„ P i  very fine Black Alpaca, and 1 fine Black Serge Dress length.
„ Q 50 yards really good Flannelette, in 5 or less different colors.
„ R 6 Pairs Cloth Bloomers, latest cut and only half-price.
„ S i  Irish Frieze Double-breasted Overcoat, good cloth and well finished.
„ T 1 Dress length, 1 Jacket length, 1 Umbrella, 1 Skirt, 1 Fur Necktie, 1 Apron, 1 Leather Belt.
„ U 1 Bundle of Remnants for Children’s Dresses, not less than 33 yards.
„ V 1 Bundle of Remnants for Boys’ Suits.
„ W 1 Russian Bear Victoria-shaped Fur, ordinary price £2 10s.
„ X 1 Very Fine West of England or Worsted Suit length.
„ Y 11 Yards very fine Velveteen, in any color, and linings to match for Dress.
„ Z 1 Parcel of Odds and Ends, all new Goods, worth 40s.

Any one of the above parcels 21s. carriage paid.
We return money in full and pay carriage both ways on any 

parcel that fails to give satisfaction.
Mr. John M. Robertson’s Famous Series of Papers for the 

People included in each parcel, free of cost.

AGENTS WANTED
IN

EVERY TOWN.

Write for Terms.

J , W. G O T T ,
2 & 4 UNION STREET, 

BRADFORD.

W orks b y  C olonel R. G. In g erso ll,

Some Mistakes of Moses. 
The only complete edition in 
England. Accurate as Coleneo, 
and fascinating as a novel. 132 pp. 
Is. Superior paper, cloth Is. 6d. 

Defence of F reethought. 
A Five Hours’ Speech at the Trial 
of C. B. Reynolds for Blasphemy. 
6d.

Shakespeare. Gd 
The Gods. 6d.
The H oly Bible. Gd.
Reply to Gladstone. With 

a Biography by J. M. Wheeler. 
4d.

Rome or Reason I A Reply 
to Cardinal Manning. 4d. 

Crimes against Criminals. 
3d.

Oration on Walt Whitman.
3d.

Oration on Voltaire. 3d. 
Abraham L incoln. 3d. 
Paine the P ioneer. 2d. 
H umanity’s Debt to Thomas 

Paine. 2d.
Ernest Renan and J esus

Christ. 2d.
True Religion. 2d.
Three Philanthropists. 2d. 
Love the Redeemer. 2d.
Is Suicide a Si n ? 2d.

Last Words on Suicide. 2d. 
God and the State. 2d. 
Why am I an Agnostic ? 

Part I. 2d.
WnY am I  an Agnostic ? 

Part II. 2d.
F aith and F act. Reply to

Dr. Field. 2d
God and Man. Second reply 

to Dr. Field. 2d.
The Dying Creed. 2d.
T he L imits of Toleration

A Discussion with the Hon. F. D 
Ooudert and Gov, 8. L. Woodf ord. 
2d.

The H ousehold of F aith .
2d.

Art and Morality. 2d.
Do I Blaspheme? 2d.
The Clergy and Common

Sense. 2d.
Social Salvation. 2d. 
Marriage and Divorce. 2d. 
Skulls. 2d.
The Great Mistake. Id. 
L ive Topics. Id.
MYTn and Miracle. Id. 
Real Blasphemy. Id. 
Repairing the I dols. Id. 
Christ and Miracles, id . 
Creeds & Spirituality. Id.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Now Ready. Price Twopence.

What is the Use of Prayer?
B y C. C O H E N .

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Price 2d., by post 3d.; yearly subscription (including 
Supplements), 2s. 8d.

T H E  L I T E R A R Y  G U ID E
AND RATIONALIST REVIEW.

The April N umber Contains

Tho Dignity of Doubt. By Amos Waters.
The Typical Philosopher. By Charles E. Hoopor.
A School for Rationalists’ Childron. By F. J. Gould.
Mr. Havelock Ellis’s Affirmations.
Zola’s Paris.
Wundt’s Ethics.
Dogma in Religious Beliof.
Darwin and After Darwin.
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