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Voi, XVII.—No. 49 Sunday,

FAILURE OF RELIGION.

It must be obvious to the impartial observer of the times
that what professing Christians term religion has proved
a complete failure as a moral, social, and intellectual
regenerating force.  The crime, hypocrisy, disregard for
truth, commercial dishonesty, and lack of fidelity to prin-
ciple, which exist in our midst, are a standing refutation
of the repeated assertion that the religion of the Cross
“ makes for righteousness.” The boast that the glory of
the Christian religion consists in its power to reform man-
kind, and to win adherents who would honestly be guided
by its teachings, is shown, by the condition both of the
Churches and of general society, to be utterly groundless.
St. John exclaims: “ Behold the Lamb of God, which
taketh away the sins of the world ” (i. 29). But, admit-
ting the advent of Jesus, he did nothing of the kind, for
there are more “ sins” and greater sinners to-day than there
over were. Let anyone witness the appalling sights to be
seen, particularly on Saturday nights, in such cities as
Liverpool, Manchester, Glasgow, and Edinburgh, and then
form an opinion as to tho efficacy of Christ’'s mission.
What he failed to do in reforming society his followers
have also been impotent to accomplish. Although in the
places just mentioned churches and chapels abound, with
their thousands of clergymen and ministers, drunkenness,
dirt, indecency, and the worse kind of every phaso of
immorality constitute the normal condition of those un-
fortunato specimens of humanity, whom, wo are told, were
taado in “ tho image of God.”

Before Christian exponents ask, What has Secularism
dono ? thoy should remember what Christianity has not
done. For centuries it ha3 claimed to have controlled the
nation. It has had unlimited wealth at its command, with
fashion and prejudice upon its side, and yet it has failed
to remove tho vice, inequality, and injustice which are so
sadly retarding personal happinoss, the development of
ethical culture, and national greatness. If Secularism had
possessed tho advantages for centuries that Christianity
has, and had produced no better results, it could then be
fairly condemned as being destitute of regenerating power,
Tho truth is that the Christian religion, as a factor in
human progress, has been a decided failure. That good
has been done by some of its professors may bo readily
admitted, for there are mon and women in whom the love
of humanity is so doeply rooted that no theology can
provont them striving to do right. Hence much of the
service rendered to tho world by roligionists is prompted,
Uot by their faith, but by thoir love for the human family.
Ghristians are continually confessing that their faith fails
to inspire thorn to do the right thing. The Confession
JOay bo heard Sunday after Sunday in the churches, when

members acknowledge: “ Wo have left undone those
things which wo ought to have done, and wo have done
those things which we ought not to have done \ and there
18[io health in us.” Such an admission of perpetual wrong-
in g is a humiliating reflection upon the influence of thoir
hdth. Out of their own mouths, therefore, comes tho
condemnation of thoir religion, which | pronounce, upon
thoir own authority, as being a failure.

Rut tho non-success of *the Christian religion, as an
Incontivo to right-doing, is not confined to the secular
'yorld; it is also a failure within the Church. Its adherents
are growing more and more indifferent as to its teachings
uPon what aro called “ spiritual " matters. This was granted
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by Bishop Ryle, who, a few weeks ago, in opening his
Diocesan Conference in Liverpool, alluded to what:he
termed “ one very unhealthy and painful symptom 'which
seems to me to characterize the age in which we are living.
The symptom | refer to is the increasing indifference to
all distinctive doctrines and opinions in religion, in every
part of tho land. | say emphatically increasing religious
indifference....... I have not in view those huge masses of
people in London, and our large towns, who worship no-
where, and appear to have no religion at all. 1 refer to
those myriads in this age who are to be found in all our
churches, who are not communicants, and never exhibit
any interest in vital religion | declare my belief that
the size and rapid growth of the school of indifference is
one of the most dangerous signs of the times at the close
of the nineteenth century. The multitude who belong to
this school are not open opponents of the faith and Christ's
cause; but they simply sit still and do nothing for religion
at home or abroad. Ask any good clergyman who works
his parish, and visits his people, and knows their char-
acters, what is the chief difficulty he has to contend_with ?
11 am certain he would tell you thatit is neither Romanism,
| nor extreme Ritualism, nor Erastianism, nor Broad Church-
ism, nor systematic Scepticism, nor any other ‘ism, but
a half-dead torpid indifference about any sort or kind of
religion” [Rock, November 12, 1897).

llere we have a plain statement from “ one who knows,”
in which he avows his recognition of the failure of his
religion to secure the consistent obedience to Christian
teaching. In my opinion, the Church has become but little
more than a political institution, a home for “ spiritual”
imbeciles, and a refuge for those who are either too lazy to
think for themselves, or too weak to withstand the assaults
of “ Mrs. Grundy.” It is with the great majority of pro-
fessors of Christianity either a question of obtaining the
means of living, or a desire to be in the fashion. Unfortu-
nately, the time is not quite gone when “ respectability ” is
estimated from a thoological standpoint. My wish and
hope are to see the period arrive when respectability shall
bo acknowledged as belonging to no creed or avowal of
religious belief, but when it shall be regarded 88 the
omblem of truth, honor, and sincerity. Hypocrisy reigns
in the religious world to a terrible extent, and nothing will
so effectually remove it as practically carrying out the
Secular principle, that every individual should bo permitted
to openly avow his or her views upon religious questions
without running the risk of being exposed to social
ostracism. No religion ought to be encouraged which
tends to prevent a man from saying what ho means.

The religion taught by Bishop Ryle does not, it is
evident, inspire him to grant this intellectual liberty,
which is undoubtedly the birthright of every human being.
For in his speech at tho Conference, above referred to, he
condemns the claim that “ all sects should be equal, and
that “ all creeds should be regarded with equal favor and
respect,” as “ the spurious liberality of the day.” _To his
mind, “ the adoption of a general policy of toleration and
forbearance within the pale of tho Church of England”
would be fraught with indescribable danger. He says:
<The mere fact that such a monstrous policy finds accept-
ance with many Churchmen is, to my mind, one of the
greatest perils of the Church of England, and its adoption
could only have one result. That result would ultimately
be, disruption, disintegration, and disestablishment. You
could not possibly have two or three distinct Churches
within one communion. It is amazing to mo that the
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advocates of this notable policy of universal toleration do
not see that it would infallibly end in our Church being
broken to pieces.”

If this is the spirit of England’s “ national religion,” the
sooner it falls to pieces the better. It has always been a
barrier to human progress, and has never succeeded in
proving itself a friend of the people. The Bishop, like
most of the clergy, is a persistent foe to mental freedom.
He would tolerate only those who think as he thinks.
Well might Buckle write : “ A careful study of the history
of religious toleration will prove that in every Christian
country where it has been adopted it has been forced upon
the clergy by the authority of the secular classes”
(History of Civilization, vol. i., p. 310). It is worthy of
note that the only time the Church opposed the injustice
of the Crown was, says Buckle, “ when the Crown had
declared its intention of tolerating, and in some degree
protecting, the rival religions of the country ” (ibid., p. 366).
But “ scarcely had the clergy succeeded in expelling James
when the greater number of them repented of their own
act ” (ibid., p. 369). To the shame of the Church, be it said,
its clergy have opposed almost every reform that has
tended to promote the happiness of the masses, establish
the principle of justice, and enhance the dignity and honor
of the nation.

The voice of history and the lessons from personal
experience corroborate my allegation, that religion has
failed to relieve society of the evils under which for
centuries it has suffered. Its impotency is apparent alike
in the social, moral, intellectual, and political world.
Happily, while this religious decline is going on, there is
being consolidated in our midst a power born of human
genius, and fostered by human requirements, that shall
prove a potent regenerating force. It has made itself felt
in the secular ranks of life, it has firmly impressed its
influence upon the intellect of the age, and it is now shak-
ing the citadel of theology to its very foundation. It has
even penetrated the domain of pious Scotland, where, says
the Bock (dated Nov. 5), “ the Higher Criticism has
become firmly rooted in her teaching centres, and a laxity
of thought, dangerously approaching Socinianism, if not
downright Rationalism, is spreading with considerable
rapidity." Charles W atts.

BUDDHIST AND CHRISTIAN MISSIONS.

It is an astonishment to many good Christians to learn
that over five hundred years before Christ a faith arose in
India with many striking resemblances to Christianity.
Buddhism taught what are popularly supposed to bo tho
Christian moral monopoly, the mild and unobtrusivo
virtues of self-control, long suffering, and the forgiveness
of enemies. “ Let a man overcome anger by love; let him
overcome evil by good ; let him overcome tho greedy by
liberality; the liar by truth,” was said by Buddha long
before Jesus introduced the impracticable precept, “ Resist
not evil.” Nay, more; he sent out missionaries to carry
his doctrines to the then known world. My doctrine is
like the sky, he said; “ it covers all.”

In the Outlook “ The Angarika H. Dharmapala,” a
Buddhist missionary from Ceylon to the United States,
iives his view that Buddhism has the best claim of all
aiths to be a universal religion. Buddha alone set up
ostensibly as a universal teacher, for Jesus said he was
but sent to the lost sheep of the House of Israel. At tho
time of Gotama Buddha’s birth in Kapilavastu, Northern
India, the Jews were returning from their Babylonian
captivity. Says the Buddhist missionary :(—

“ India with its 300 millions of people, China with its
400 millions of people, and the Greco-ltussian Empire
with its fifty or sixty millions of people, were outside
the influence of Jewish traditions, which were a mono-
poly of the Jews, who numbered at that period 42,.3G0
men and women, and who had 7,337 men-servants and
maid-servants, and 200 singing-men. This was the
total population of the Jews at their return from the
Babylonian captivity. The God Jehovah refused to
recognise the 800 millions of Asiatic Aryans and
Mongolians, as the 43,000 Jews were the object of his
gracious solicitude. Until the appearance of Jesus
Christ, who came to save the children of Israel, the
world was left to the tender mercies of Zoroaster,
Brahmanical liisbis, Jain Mahavira, Confucius, Lao-tz",
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and Buddha. Zoroaster's beautiful religion was confined
to the empire of Persia, the Brahmanical Bishis had
their influence over the twice-born population of Aryan
India, the Jain Mahavira had his influence over the
Indian ascetics, Lao-tze and Confucius had their
mystical spiritualism and moral agnosticism confined to
the celestial kingdom. No universalism was to be
found in any of these systems, and Jewish dogmas are
also exclusive as the Vedas of the Brahmans. Buddha
alone has the right to be called the universal teacher,
for he was the first to break the manacles of priest-

theologians.”

And Buddha declared his gospel was for all—castes and
outcasts, for women as well as men, and his ethics were
extended to all animal life and carried into all known lands.
The rock-hewn inscriptions of Asoka prove that in the third
century B.c. Buddhist missionaries went from India to all
neighboring potentates, mentioning by name Antiochus of
Syria, Ptolemy of Egypt, Magas of Cyrene, and Alexander
of Greece. One inscription reads: “ Both here and in
foreign countries everywhere the people follow the doctrine
of the religion of Asoka wheresoever it reacheth.” One of
the Buddhist sacred books, the Milinda-panha, is occupied
with a discussion held in Syria between Nagasena, a
Buddhist, and Menander, who, we are told, was born at
Alexandria, and who became a convert. The Mahaivanso,
old Buddhist chronicles of Ceylon, mentions among those
who came from afar to a great celebration (b.c. 157) the
Thero of Vona, and thirty thousand priests “ from the
vicinity of Alasadda, the capital of the Yona country.” If
this was Alexandria in Egypt, it may serve to explain the
rise of Christian monkery.

The Angarika Dharmapala seeks to show that Chris-
tianity-has only within the last four hundred years become
a peaceful, persuasive missionary religion. By the way, it
is not always that now, for gunpowder usually closely
follows on tho Gospel. Prior to that time it usually
resorted to force. The cross by which Constantine con-
quered formed the hilt of a sword. Paganism was over-
come by the battle-axe. Cyril hounded the Christian
monks on Hypatia. Clovis, Charlemagne, and tho Teutonic
knights proclaimed to the heathen “ baptism or death.”

In contrast Dharmapala goes on to say:—

“ Buddha's mission was one of peace and love, and
never within the twenty-four hundred years that his
religion has existed has there ever been a drop of blood
shea in his name for the propagation of the doctrines
he promulgated. For over fourteen hundred years it
had an existence in India, Afghanistan, and the
Bactrian territory, and the early Indian Buddhists
carried their mission of peace to the far-distant
countries of Burinah, China, Korea, Tibet, Siam, and
the Java Islands. In its peaceful propaganda it
avoided controversies and abstained from discussing
questions which tended not to tho edification of tho
religious mind. Buddha's religion is to ennoblo and
emancipate tho human mind from ignorance. In the
Chinese language there is no word to express tho con-
ception of a Creator God, and the Christian workers in
China are having a difficult time in trying to get a
proper term to express tho idea. Four hundred millions
of Chinese are thus left out from the Jewish theology ;
and in India nearly three hundred millions of people,
over twenty centuries ago, gavo up the creative theory
of the world and accepted the ovolution theory which
has been brought into acceptance by the researches of
Darwin, Spencer, Huxley, and others.”

In this respect it must bo admitted that Buddhism is tho
more philosophic faith. This Buddhist holds that Chris-
tianity as taught in schools and churches has no place as a
universal religion. Buddha avoided all metaphysics, dogmas,
speculations, and theologies. Ho thought it wasto of timo
to go into speculations as to tho origin of God, tho

world, etc.
Says tho Singhalese Buddhist missionary :—

“ Buddha was eminently practical and taught all
peoplcj men and women, to lead a virtuous life of
love, righteousness, charity, and truth, for tho emanci-
pation from suffering and misery. He taught that we
suffer through our ignorance of the immutable laws of
causation, and by ignoring truths of suffering, causes
of suffering, cessation of suffering, and the noble way
of salvation. Buddha ignored a Creator, as he was ,the
first to teach tho principles of evolution, and denied
annihilation, as he was tho first to discover tho great
law of causation, with its dependents of twenty-four
reeultants ; and he ignored a separate, permanent ego
entity, as ho was the first psychologist to discover that
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everything is undergoing a continuous change in the

phenomenal world.”
Christianity and Buddhism alike are essentially monkish
systems, born rather of despair than hope. They repre-
sent the ideals of a world groaning under slavery and
oppression, and will be replaced by newer ones when all
are free to develop their natures to the uttermost.
Buddhism has endured for twenty-five centuries, and
probably numbers more adherents than Christianity itself.
May it not prove even more elastic in adapting itself to
the increase of knowledge and modern reaches of thought ?
This will be for the future to determine; but at least it
is safe to say it will force the younger faith to give up its
exclusive pretensions to divine truth, and help to confirm
the Freethought position, which holds by the old motto . —

Accept the truth wherever found,
On Christian, heathen, or on sceptic ground.

J. M. W heeler.

THE GOSPEL NARRATIVES.

XIV.— Christ's Rejection by the Jews.

Notwithstanding the fact that “ God so loved the
world ” that he sent his son Jesus “ to seek and to save ”
the whole human race, the divine messenger of salvation,
we are told, was rejected and put to an ignominious death.
This Savior, as we have seen, not only confined his
ministry to “ the lost sheep of the house of Israel,” but
he withheld from these “ lost sheep ” the spiritual mean
ing of his allegorical teaching, lest, perchance, too many of
them might repent, “ and it should be forgiven them.”
God’s free gift of *“ eternal life ” was thus limited to
select few, among whom were, of course, the disciples,
Mary Magdalene, tho woman who anointed Christ's feet,
one of the two thieves who were crucified with him, and
certain women who followed Jesus about and “ ministered
unto him of their substance.” That Jesus should reserve
all the best places in heaven for his intimate friends, and
not caro to admit many outsiders, may not, perhaps, be
very astonishing; for the condition prescribed for obtain
ing a seat in the heavenly Jerusalem—viz., simple faith—
an article not dependent on the human will—shows tho
wholo plan of redemption to be irrational and absurd.
But it is, I must confess, somewhat surprising to find
Christ denouncing judgment on tho people from whom he
had withheld his teaching because they did not “ repent.”
Thus in two of the Gospels (Matt. xi. 22; Luke x. 13)
this most illogical Savior is represented as saying :—
“Woe unto thee. Chorazin! woo unto thee, Beth-
saida ! for if the mighty works had been done in Tyre
and Sidon which were done in you, they would have
repented long ago in sack-cloth and ashes It shall
bo more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the day of
judgment than for you.”
Thoro is no record of any miracles worked in cither
Chorazin or Bethsaida, which, further, appear to bo puroly
imaginary places, no ono oxcept the Gospel-writers having
over heard of thorn. In ono passage (Mark viii. 23) Jesus
is stated to have entored Bethsaida, and to have spat on
the oyes of a blind man. Before doing so, howover, ho
“ brought him out of the village”; consequently, ho
evidently did not intond tho villagers to see any of his
“ mighty works.” His conduct, then, in pronouncing
theso anathemas was both ridiculous .and inconsistent, and
tho more so, sinco ho novor onco visited Tyre and Sidon,
'vhore, ho states, tho pooplo woro willing to believe on
him.

Again, in the Fourth Gospel it is recorded that Josus, in
passing through tho province of Samaria, stayed two days
at Sychar, and that “ in that city many of the Samaritans
believed on him,” and said one to another : “ 1hisis indeed
the Savior of the world” (iv. 3942). Yet, in sending
out his disciples to preach, Christ, with the same incon-
sistency, “ charged them, saying, Go not into any way of

Gentiles, and enter not into any city of the
Samaritans ” (Matt. x. 5). Clearly, then, ho had no wish
to savo any ono: tho Jews were treated to allegories
wbich they did not understand ; tho Gentiles were to
receive no message of salvation at all. Hence, the verses
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are obviously later additions to the Gospels. This is
practically admitted with regard to the second of these
passages (see Note in Revised Version); neither can there
be much doubt that the first is an interpolation also.

But that the apostles received no command to preach to
the Gentiles is also evident from the fact that they did not
attempt to do so. According to the Pauline Epistles, the
early Church, as represented by the apostles, confined
their ministrations to their own countrymen, and lived
together at Jerusalem, without a thought of giving the
Gospel to the Gentiles. They were there at the time of
the conversion of Paul; they were there when Paul
visited Cephas and James three years after that event;
they were there when Paul went up to Jerusalem fourteen
years later; and they were there just before Paul set out
on his journey to Rome (Gal. i. 18 ; ii. 1, etc.). Further,
the apostolic party not only cared nothing for the Gentiles,
but they used every means in their power to counteract
Paul’'s work among them, and sent agents to the Churches
he had established misrepresenting him and his teaching.
They were quite willing, it is true, to receive Gentile
proselytes; but the latter had to become Jews by under-
going circumcision, and were to conform to the rites of the
Mosaic law. These practices Paul found to be a
stumbl'ng-block to the Greeks; he therefore, on his own
authority, set them aside. The Apostle of the Gentiles
was, however, too formidable an antagonist to be ignored
by the apostles at Jerusalem; the latter, therefore, when
tired of anathematizing him, gave him their left hands,
and requested him to confine his teaching to the Gentiles,
while they kept to the Jews (Gal. ii. 9). They had,
beyond all doubt, received no command to preach salva-
tion to the uncircumcised.

Returning to the Gospel narratives, we find three
reasons assigned for the rejection of Christ by the Jews,
two of which completely exonerate that nation. The
author of the Fourth Gospel represents Jesus as saying (vi,
37, 44, 65):—

“ All that which the Father giveth me shall come
unto me No man can come to me except the Father
which sent me draw him For this cause have | said
unto you that no man can come unto me except it be
given unto him of the Father.”

The word “ come ” in these passages is used in the sense
of “ to believe ”; hence, only those could believe on Christ
who were impelled to do so by “ the Father.” Christ's
“mighty works ” might just as well have not been
performed at all; for those whom * the Father ” intended
to save would have been saved with equal certainty
without them. This statement, making belief dependent
on the will of “ the Father,” not only referred to the Jews
in the time of Christ, but it applies to all men throughout
all ages. Hence, those Christians who hurl anathemas at
unbelievers and call them *“ Infidels” do not believe the
words of Christ.

The writer of the same Gospel says again (xii. 37, 38):—

“ But though he had done so many signs before them,
yet they believed not on him : that the word of Isaiah

the prophet might he fufilled which he spake, Lord, who
hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm

of the Lord been revealed
This statement is unmitigated nonsense. There is nothing
in the question (Isaiah liii. 1) which shows that anyone
disbelieved tho *“report,” and certainly nothing which
points to the Jews in the time of Christ. The “ arm of
tho Lord ” is merely a figurative expression for the
wondrous works of Jehovah; it had no relation to the
miracles alleged to have been wrought by Christ.
Lastly, the same voracious writer says (xii. 39-41):—

“ For this cause they could not believe, for that Isaiah
said again, He hath'blinded their eyes and hardened
their heart; lest they should see with their eyes and
perceive with their heart, and should turn, and | should
heal them. These things said Isaiah because he saw his
glory ; and he spake of him."

Thus, though “ God so loved the world ' that he sent
“ his only begotten Son” to savo his chosen poople—for,
as we have seen, Christ came not to save tho Gentiles—
he, at tho same time, shut those people’s eyes, and .closed
their hearts, to his message of salvation. Under these
circumstances, it must bo a matter of the most profound
astonishment to ordinary human beings why God took
the trouble to send his Son at all. Leaving this enigma,

Commanding to go into * all tho world * and preach the \We have two good reasons why Jesus was rejected by the

Gospel to “all nations” (Matt, xxvii. 19; Mark xvi. lo) |
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Jewish nation : first, the people were unable to believe,
because the Father did not “ draw them” to Christ;
secondly, they could not believe, because God would not
permit them to do so. The Father thus appears to have
been even more inconsistent than the Son.

That the author of the Fourth Gospel is wrong as to
the reason why God prevented Christ's hearers from
believing is no proof that that evangelist's statement of
the fact is false. Possibly, the Father may have entrusted
the drawing up of his plan of salvation to the Ghost, and
the latter, not knowing exactly how it ought to be done—
the chief functions of the Ghost being to inflate mortals
with a holy wind and cause them to tell pious lies— made
a muddle of it, and so arranged it that the Jews were
bound to reject their Savior and secure for themselves
eternal damnation. But this view, be it understood, at
present lacks evidence.

The quotation in the Fourth Gospel
vi. 8-12, in which the writer says:—

“ And | heard the voice of the Lord saying...... Make
the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy,
and shut their eyes ; lest they see with their eyes, and
understand with their heart, and turn again, and be
healed. Then said I, Lord, how long? And he
answered, Until the cities be waste without inhabitant,
and the houses without man, and the land become
utterly waste, and the Lord have removed them far
away,” etc.

Here, it will be seen, the reference is to the Exile and to
the people of lIsaiah’s time. The Israelites were to be
deaf and blind to the warnings and exhortations of the
prophets, and were to serve the gods of other nations,
until they were carried away captive to Babylon, and
their land had become desolate. Also, that this blindness
and hardness of heart referred to the idolatry of the
people of Isaiah’s time can be plainly seen by the follow-
ing passage in the same book (xliv. 9-18):—

“They that fashion a graven image are all of them
vanity...... and their own witnesses see not nor know,
that they may be ashamed...... The carpenter....... heweth
down cedars...... he burneth part thereof....... and the
residue thereof he maketh a god, even his graven image ;
he falleth down unto it, and worshippeth, and prayeth
unto it...... They know not, neither do they consider ;
for he hath shut their eyes that they cannot see ; and their
hearts, that they cannot understand...... Remember these
things, O Jacob,” etc.

It is scarcely necessary to say that in the time of Christ
the Jews were firm in their allegiance to Jehovah, and
that idols had long been banished from the land. Yet,
though Isaiah had no more knowledge of the Gospel-
writers than he had of Christ, tho above passage describes
thoso writers exactly. They knew not, neither did they
consider; their eyes were shut so that thoy could not see ;
they understood nothing of what they were writing, and
they wero not ashamed. Tho only thing in which thoy
at all excelled was in distorting passages of tho Old
Testament to make them support the fictitious narratives
they wero writing. In this matter they were so successful
that thousands of unreflecting Christians beliovo all their
perversions and misrepresentations to this day.

But the writer of tho Fourth Gospel says, further, that
Isaiah saw Christ's glory, and so spake of him. Hero is tho
“glory " (verses 1-3 of tho same chapter):—

_“In the year that King Uzziah died, | saw the Lord
sitting upon a throne, high, and lifted up, and his train
filled the temple. Above him stood tho seraphim :
each one had six wings ; with twain ho covered his
face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with
twain he did fly. And one cried unto another, and
said, Holy, holy, holy, is tho Lord of hosts : the whole
earth is full of his glory"
Assuming that Isaiah was tho writer, and that ho actually
saw what ho describes, the “ glory ” he beheld was that
of tho “Lord of hosts"—the God Yahveh. Yet the
author of the Fourth Gospel has the impudence to say
that the prophet saw Christ's glory, and so “ spake of
him.” Hero we have another illustration of tho fact that
tho early Christians, whenever it pleased them to do so,
had no scruples in ascribing anything stated in the Old
Testament of the God Jehovah to Christ. If wo search
all history, a more dishonest set of writers it 8 scarcely
possiblo to find. Arracadabra.

is from lIsaiah

The religion of the future is humanity.—Ingersoll.
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INGERSOLL'S LATEST.

(Continued from page 756.)

From my childhood | had heard read, and read, tho Bible.
Morning and evening tho sacred volume was opened, and
prayers were said. The Bible was my first history, the
Jews were the first people, and the events narrated by
Moses and the other inspired writers, and those predicted
by the prophets, were the all-important things. In other
books were found the thoughts and dreams of men, but in
the Bible were the sacred truths of God.

Yet, in spite of my surroundings, of my education, I
had no love for God. He was so saving of mercy, so
extravagant in murder, so anxious to Kill, so ready to
assassinate, that | hated him with all my heart. At his
command babes were butchered, women violated, and the
white hair of trembling age stained -with blood. This
God visited the people with pestilence, filled the houses
and covered the streets with the dying and the dead, saw
babes starving on the breasts of pallid mothers, heard the
sobs, saw the tears, the sunken cheeks, the sightless eyes,
the new-made graves, and remained as pitiless as the pesti-
lence.

This God withheld the rain—caused the famine—saw
the fierco eyes of hunger—the wasted forms, the white
lips—saw mothers eating babes, and remained ferocious as
famine.

It seems to me impossible for a civilized man to love or
worship or respect the God of the Old Testament. A really
civilized man, areally civilized woman, must hold such a God
in abhorrence and contempt.

But in the old days the good people justified Jehovah
in his treatment of the heathen. Tho wretches who were
murdered were idolaters, and therefore unfit to live.

According to the Bible, God had never revealed himself
to these people, and he knew that without a revelation
they could not know that ho was the true God. Whoso
fault was it, then, that they wero heathen ?

The Christians said that God had tho right to destroy
them because he had created them. What did ho croate
them for ? He knew when ho made them that they would
be food for tho sword. He knew that he would have tho
pleasure of seeing them murdorod.

As a last answer, as a final excuse, tho worshippers of
Jehovah said that all these horrible things happened undor
the “ old dispensation” of unyielding law and absoluto
justico, but that now, “ under tho now dispensation,” all
had been changed ; tho sword of justico had been shoathed,
and love enthroned. In the OIld Tostamont, thoy said,
God is the judge; but in the New, Christ is tho morciful.
As a matter of fact, tho Now Testament is infinitely worse
than the Old. In the OId there is no threat of otornal
pain. Jehovah had no eternal prison, no everlasting firo.
Ilis hatred ended at tho grave. His rovenge was satisfied
when his enemy was dead.

In tho New Testament death is not tho end, but tho
beginning, of punishment that has no end. In tho New
Testament tho malice of God is infinite, and tho hunger of
his revengo is eternal.

Tho orthodox God, whon clothod in human flesh, told
his disciples not to resist ovil, to love their enomies, and,
when smitten on one cheek, to turn tho other; and yet wo
are told that this same God, with tho samo loving lips,
uttered these heartless, theso fiendish words : “ Depart, ye
cursod, into overlasting fire, prepared for tho Dovil and his
angels.” These are tho words of “ eternal lovo.”

No human being has imagination enough to conceivo of
this infinito horror.

All that tho human race has suffered in war and want,
in pestilence and famine, in fire and flood—all tho pangs
and pains of every disease and every death—all this is as
nothing compared with tho agonies to bo endured by ono
lost soul. This is tho consolation of the Christian religion.
This is tho justico of God—the morcy of Christ.

This frightful dogma, this infinito lie, mado mo tho
implacablo enemy of Christianity. Tho truth is that this
belief in eternal pain has been tho real persecutor. It
founded tho Inquisition, forged the chains, and furnished
tho fagots. It has darkened the lives of many millions.
It made tho cradle as terrible as tho coffin. It onslaved
nations and shed the blood of countless thousands. It
sacrificed the wisest, tho bravost, and tho best. It
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subverted the idea of justice, drove mercy from the heart,
changed men to fiends, and banished reason from the
brain.

In my youth | read religious books—books about God,
about the atonement, about salvation by faith, and about
the other worlds. 1 became familiar with the commen-
tators, with Adam Clarke, who thought that the serpent
seduced our mother Eve, and was, in fact, the father of
Cain. He also believed that the animals, while in the ark,
had their natures changed to that degree that they
devoured straw together and enjoyed each other’s society,
thus prefiguring the blessed millennium. | read Scott,
who was such a natural theologian that he really thought
the story of Phaeton, of the wild steeds dashing across
the sky, corroborated the story of Joshua having stopped
the sun and moon. So | read Henry and McKnight, and
found”™ out that God so loved the world that he made up
his mind to damn a large majority of the human race. |
read Cruden, who made the great Concordance, and made
the miracles as small and probable as he could.

I remember that he explained the miracle of feeding the
Wandering Jews with quails by saying that even at this
day immense numbers of quails crossed the Red Sea, and
that sometimes, when tired, they settled on ships that sank
beneath their weight. The fact that the explanation was
as hard to believe as the miracle made no difference to the
devout Cruden.

To while away the time | read Calvin’'s Institutes, a book
calculated to produce in any natural mind considerable
respect for the devil.

| read Paley’s Evidences, and found that the evidence of
ingenuity in producing the evil, in contriving the hurtful,
Wa8 at least equal to the ovidence tending to show the use
of intelligence in the creation of what wo call good.

You know the watch argument was Paley’'s greatest
effort. A man finds a watch, and it is so wonderful that
ho concludes that it must have had a maker. He finds the
maker, and he is so much more wonderful than the watch
that ho says ho must have had a maker. Then he finds
God, the maker of tho man, and ho is so much more
Wonderful than the man that ho could not have had a

makor. This is what tho lawyers call a departure in

pleading.

According to Paley, thoro can be no design without a
designer; but thero can be a designer without a design.
Tho wonder of tho watch suggested tho watchmaker, and
tho wonder of tho watchmaker suggested tho creator, and
the wonder of the creator demonstrated that ho was not
created, but was uncaused and eternal.

We had Edwards on “ The Will,” in which the roverend
author shows that necessity has no effect on accountability,
and that when God creates a human being, and at the
same time determines and decrees oxactly what that boing
shall do and be, tho human being is responsible, and God
in his justice and mercy has the right to torture the soul
°f that human being forever. Yet Edwards said that he
Wod God.

Tho fact is that if you believe in an infinite God, and
also in eternal punishment, then you must admit that
Ldwards and Calvin wore absolutely right. There is no
escape from their conclusions if you admit their premises.
I’hoy wero infinitely cruel, thoir premises infinitely absurd,
Ihoir God infinitoly fiendish, and their logic perfect.
~And yet | havo kindness and candor enough to say that
Calvin and Edwards woro both insane.

Wo had plonty of thoological literature. Phoro was

eicnkyn on The Atonement, who demonstrated the wisdom
°f God in devising a way in which the suffering of inno-
eonco could justify' tho guilty. He tried to show that
ckildron could justly be punished for the sins of their
ancestors, and that mon could, if thoy had faith, bo justly
credited with tho virtues of others. Nothing could be
Jnoro dovout, orthodox, and idiotic. But all of our thoo-
®8y was not in prose. We had Milton with his celestial
Militia—with his great and blundering God, his proud and
ct>nning Devil—his wars between immortals, and all the
s,blimo absurdities that religion wrought within tho blind
~ n’s brain.
, Tho thoology taught by Milton was dear to the 1 untan
neart. It was accoptod by Now England, and it poisoned
tJ® souls and ruined the lives of thousands. The genius
of Shakespeare could not make the theology of Milton
Pe°otic. In tho literature of the world there is nothing,
°Utsido of tho “ sacred books,” more perfectly absurd.
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We had Young's Night Thoughts, and | supposed that
the author was an exceedingly devout and loving follower
of the Lord. Yet Young had a great desire to be a bishop,
and, to accomplish that end, he electioneered with the
king’s mistress. In other words, he was a fine old hypo-
crite. In the Night Thoughts there is scarcely a genuinely
honest, natural line. It is pretence from beginning to
end. He did not write what he felt, but what he thought
he ought to feel.

We had Pollok’s Course of Time, with its worm that
never dies, its quenchless flames, its endless pangs, its
leering devils, and its gloating God. This frightful poem
should have been written in a madhouse. In it you find
all the cries and groans and shrieks of maniacs when they
tear and rend each other’'s flesh. It is as heartless, as
hideous, as hellish as the thirty-second chapter of Deuter-
onomy.

We all know the beautiful hymn, commencing with the
cheerful line: “ Hark, from the tombs, a doleful sound.”
Nothing could have been more appropriate for children.
It is well to put a coffin where it can be seen from the
cradle. When a mother nurses her child, an open grave
should b8 at her feet. This would tend to make the babe
serious, reflective, religious, and miserable.

God hates laughter and despises mirth. To feel free,
untrammelled, irresponsible, joyous—to forget care and
death—to be flooded with sunshine without a fear of
night—to forget the past, to have no thought of the
future, no dream of God, or heaven, or hell—to be in-
toxicated with the present—to be conscious only of the
clasp and kiss of the one you love—this is the sin against
the Holy Ghost.

But we had Cowper’s poems. Cowper was sincere. He
was the opposite of Young. He had an observing eye, a
gentle heart, and a sense of the artisticc. He sympathized
with all who suffered—with the imprisoned, the enslaved,
tho outcast. He loved the beautiful. No wonder that
the belief in eternal punishment made this loving soul in-
sane. No wonder that the “ tidings of great joy ” quenched
hope’s great star, and loft his broken heart in the dark
depths of despair.

We had many volumes of orthodox sermons filled with
wrath and the terrors of the judgment to come—sermons
that had been delivered by savage saints.

Wo had tho Book of Martyrs, showing that Christians had
for many centuries imitated the God they worshipped 1

We had the history of tho Waldenses—of the Reforma-
tion, of the Church. We had Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress,
Baxter’s Call, and Butler’'s Analogy.

To use a Western phrase or saying, | found that Bishop
Butler dug up more snakes than he killed—suggested
more difficulties than he explained—more doubts than ho
dispelled.

Among such books my youth was passed. All the seeds
of Christianity, of superstition, were sown in my mind,
and cultivated with great diligence and care.

All that time I knew nothing of any science-nothing
about tho other side, nothing of the objections that had
been urged against the blessed Scriptures, or against the
perfect Congregational creed. Of course | had heard tho
ministers speak of blasphomors, of infidel wretches, of
scoffers who laughed at holy things. They did not answer
their arguments, but they tore their characters into shreds,
and demonstrated by the fury of assertion that they had
done the devil’'s work. And yet, in spitoof all I heard, of
all 1 read, | could not quite believe. My brain and heart
said No.

For a time | left the dreams, the insanities, the illusions
and delusions, tho nightmares of theology. | studied
astronomy, just a little— 1 examined maps of the heavens
__learned the names of some of the constellations—of
some of tho stars—found something of their size, and the
velocity with which they wheeled in their orbits—obtained
a faint conception of astronomical spaces—found that
some of tho known stars wore so far away in the depths
of space that their light, travelling at the rate of nearly
two hundred thousand miles a second, required many years
to reach this little world—found that, compared with the
great stars, our earth was but a grain of sand—an atom—
found that the old belief, that all the hosts of heaven had
boon created for the benefit of man, was infinitely
absurd.

| compared what was really known about the stars with
the account of creation as told in Genesis. | found that
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the writer of the inspired book had no knowledge of astro- | accused of all sorts of tricky ways in their endeavors to

nomy—that he was as ignorant as a Choctaw chief—as an
Eskimo driver of dogs. Does anyone imagine that the
author of Genesis knew anything about the sun—its size !!
that he was acquainted with Sirius, the North Star, with
Capella, or that he knew anything of the clusters of stars
so far away that their light, now visiting our eyes, has
been travelling for two million years ?

After | had learned a little about the stars | concluded
that this writer, this “ inspired ” scribe, had been misled
by myth and legend, and that he knew no more about
creation than the average theologian of my day. In other
words, that he knew absolutely nothing.

(To be concluded.)

POST-MORTEM LOTTERY BOOMERS; OR, THE
HEAVENLY STOCKBROKERS.

The time will come—*“ the writing’s on the wall "—
When priests and all the sacerdotal brood
Shall vanish from the earth, for human good,
And men will cease on ghostly gods to call.

The time will come when honest men will treat
The parsons and the priests as rogues or fools;
As rascals, or as rascals’ dupes and tools ;

As social pests, to shun in house and street.

A thoughtful person knows he can’t believe
The fundamental nonsense of the creeds;
But priests—ev’'n those with brains—by words and
deeds
Profess belief; they, therefore, but deceive.

These knaves inspire the ignorant with trust;
They preach for gain; they sigh and lift their oyes;
They teach, as truth, their silly, solemn lies,

And fill the thoughtful thinker with disgust.

They nurse the ancient errors of our race,
And blandly ply their wicked, blighting trade ;
They make their bread—how easily 'tis made '—
By scaring fools and children ! what disgrace !

The time will come—*“ 'tis written on the wall "—
When thought will force the world to understand
How Bibles, priests, and churches curse the land ;

And clearly see that Reason’s all-in-all!

G. L. Mackenzie,

ACID DROPS.

Emperor William said that no one could bo a good soldier
without being a good Christian. The famous Berlin comic
paper, Kladaerdatsch, (jnoted William’s words under a pic-
ture of Frederick the Great, Napoleon, Alexander the Great,
and Leonidas. For this offence the office of the paper was
raided by the police. Such is freedom in Germany !

What hypocritical thieves are all the great Christian
nations! Just look at the quarrel which Germany is
picking with China. A brace of German missionaries got
killed over there. They were never invited, they were
not wanted, and in fact they were hated interlopers.
Being killed, they were martyrs, and of course they are
nowin heaven—or on theway there. But this does not satisfy
the Gorman Government. It seizes upon this incident as a
pretext for landing soldiers on Chinese soil. Then it
formulates and presents its demands for compensation.
These include a tremendous money indemnity for the
two missionaries, whose pecuniary value when they were
living was never suspected ; the erection of a German
cathedral ; the refunding of Germany’'s expenses in
occupying Kiao-Chow; the degradation of the Governor
of Shantung ; the punishment of murderers and minor
officials; a railway monopoly for Germans in Shantung ;
and the occupation of Kiao-Chow by Germany as a coaling
station. It would be hard to beat this as a blend of moral
pretence and greedy selfishness. And this is Christianity !

Chinese objections to Christian missionaries appear to be
as strong as ever judging from a placard issued by the
people of Yochou, Hunan, wherein the missionaries are

delude the people.

At a meeting of the Foreign Missionary Society held in
Leicester a Miss Taylor told how she had served the Lord
in Tibet. Mr. Landor fared very badly in that country;
indeed, he has not yet recovered: from the wounds of his
torture. But it appears that Miss Taylor received divine
assistance. Aconite was put in her food, but the Lord
saved her from the poison, as he promised to do in the last
chapter of Mark. She was also provided with food “in
marvellous ways,” though it probably did not drop down
from heaven. Further, she made at least two converts to
Christianity. They were with her at Leicester—going the
round as part of the show. One of them told how he was
converted. First, his mistress gave him some medicine,
which cured him. Then she told him about heaven and
hell, and asked him which he preferred going to. His
choice fell on heaven, and she told him the way there, and
now he worships Jesus. How simple! And how silly!
Fancy sending missionaries at great expense to disturb the
minds of the “ heathen ” in this ridiculous fashion ! Better
leave them to their own superstitions, which are just as
good as the supernatural rubbish of the Bible.

The Catholics are never tired of denouncing Freemasonry
as the enemy of law, order, and religion. But in England
the heir to the throne is year after year elected Grand
Master of the Order, and the bicentenary of the building
of our finest cathedral is celebrated by a special Masonic
service. Either the Papal denunciations are a calumny, or
Freemasonry in England is entirely distinct from that in
Catholic countries.

In Victoria, it seems, the Roman Catholics are taking
steps to put down Orangeism. A Victorian Defence League
has been formed which proposes to ask every Parliamentary
candidate the following questions : “ (1) Are you opposed to
any person in the public service, and particularly in the
police force, being a member of the Orange Society ? If yes.
and elected, will you support a Bill to attain this object ?
(2) Are you in favor of the appointment of a Royal Com-
mission to inquire into the state of Orangeism in the public
service ? (3) Are you prepared to support a Bill to remove
all doubts concerning tne illegality of members of the
Orange lodges marching in procession wearing the regalia
of their Order?” It is said the Orangemen of Australia are
taking measures to defeat the schemes of the Catholics.

Ex-Itev. Father Joseph McCabe, writing in the Echo on
“ How | Became a Friar,” remarks strongly on the iniquity
of allowing boys of sixteen to take irrevocable vows of
celibacy. Ho adds: “ And for nuns, who make the vow of
chastity at the same age, the pathos of the practice is much
deeper. For them there is practically no appeal after the
age of sixteen, and, unlike the priests, thoy are henceforth
cut off from all pleasant intercourse with tho outer world.
The result is, naturally, misery and confusion ; evil, solitary
habits that lead to an awful premature mortality in
nunneries ; intrigue, quarrels, a perpetual fret and friction
in their domestic life. Such asystem could only be chastely
and healthily supported by an unusually keen faith in tho
supernatural; such a faith is rarely found among modern
priests, monks, and nuns (though much more among tho
latter than the former). Hence my previous words, that
‘ the greatest boon one could confer upon nuns would bo to
jlow up all nunneries.’”

Walton Powell, tho author of that infamous libel on the
London Hall of Science, for which the printer and publisher
were mado to smart in the Court of Queen’s Bench, was
thought to have left tho country, but he has turned up
again at Bristol, where the magistrates have committed him
for trial on acharge of procuration and criminal assault. Of
course we have no comments to make upon the case at
present. It will be another matter when tho trial has taken

place.

Since writing the abovo, and just aswe go to press, wo
read that this scoundrel has been sentenced to fifteen
months’ imprisonment, Justice Hawkins remarking that he
did not add hard labor simply because the law would not
allow it. I’'owell made it part of his artful defenco that he had
opposed “ infidelity." Wo could say much on tho doings of this
worthy CnristianFvidence tnan were it worth our while.

The Pontius Pilate letter “ has forgery written plainly
across its face,” says tho Rev. R. U. Nightingalo, of Swaff-
ham, in a letter to the Daily News. Tho reverend gentle-
man, however, refers to the “ fact” of I'ilato having written
a report to tho Senate, which “ has at least as much authority
as nine-tenths of tho received facts of ecclesiastical history’
—which is no doubt true. Mr. Nightingalo alludes to the
Apologies of Justin Martyr and Tertullian, in which Pilate’s
report is mentioned, and adds that “ it is hardly possible
that these appeals would have been made to persons so well
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able to prove their valuelessness if they had not been founded
on existing records which were both genuine and authentic.”
But_this is a mistaken view of the circumstances. These
Christian writers were obscure men, belonging to a com-
paratively small and despised sect in the empire ; and there
is no more reason for supposing that the Emperor and the
Senate ever saw their Apologies than there is for supposing
that the Queen of England and Lord Salisbury would read
(and perhaps answer) an open letter written by a Socialist
lecturer. Besides, the Christians who forged a letter from
Marcus Aurelius could just as easily forge a letter from
Pontius Pilate. The Christians were always great forgers,
and this new Pontius Pilate letter, which turns up in the
Vatican, is the last trick of a very old showman.

Mark Twain has a sly dig at the Fijian missionaries in his
new book entitled More Tramps Abroad. The natives
couldn’t swallow the Christian doctrine of the resurrection,
and this is how Mark Twain putsit: “ It appears that their
savage ancestors had a doctrine of immortality in their
scheme of religion—with limitations. That is to say, their
dead friend would go to a happy hereafter if ho could be
accumulated, but not otherwise. They drew the line; they
thought that the missionary’s doctrine was too sweeping,
too comprehensive. They called his attention to certain
facts. For instance, many of their friends had been
devoured by sharks ; the sharks, in their turn, were caught
and eaten by other men ; later, these men were captured in
war, and eaten by the enemy. The original persons had
entered into the composition of the sharks ; next, they and
the sharks had become part of the flesh and blood and bone
of the cannibals. How, then, could the particles of the
original men be searched out from the final conglomerate
and put together again ? The inquirers were full of doubts,
and considered that the missionary had not examined the
matter with the gravity and attention which so serious a

thing deserved.”

Referring to the launching of the new cruiser “ Pomone ”
at Sheerness, the Daily News satirically regrets that it was
effected without any ceremony. What a pity, our contem-
porary says, to have no speechifying on these occasions ;
and it goes on to suggest a suitable form of words, ending
in this fashion : “You are a living witness to the piety of
our people, for he who is not a good Christian cannot build
a good ship. Our glorious forefathers look down upon you
out of the heavens—also the statues of the Kings, without
whom ye can do nothing. See John xv. 5  Hurrah'!
Hurrah! Hurrah " Of course, this is a slap at pious
Emperor William. The text in John begins, “1 am the
vine, ye are the branches,” and most good Christians would

call the quotation “ blasphemous.”

Herr Rudolph Falb, the German meteorological prophet,
roused the religionists by predicting the end of the world,
9f a result of the collision of our globe with Temple's
Comet on November 13, 1899. It is a comet which travels
1Q the wake of tho meteoric swarm of shooting stars, or the
Leonid shower, which will bo most intense in J899; and the
late Prof. Oppolzcr, of Vienna, calculated its return for
May, 1899, instead of November. Dr. Falb’s sinister pre-
diction has caused Dr. Frederick Bidschof, first assistant at
rhe Vienna Observatory, to make a recalculation of the
comet’s course, with tho reassuring result that on the day
11 1899 when it will be nearest to our earth tho distance
y ¥ still bo eighteen million kilometres, omitting the odd
figures. He gravely assures us that this distance is
sullicient for removing any alarm, and gives us further to
understand that Herr Falo made an error in his logarithm.

. Tho Enylish Mechanic, from which we gather the above
item, inserts a good letter from “ M. F. T.” on the Star of
Bothlohem, about which enough nonsense has been written

sink a man-of-war. Ho observes : “ According to the
evangelist, the Wise Men came to Jerusalem, inquiring,
Where is ho that is born King of the Jews? Now, Jesus
tfas never, either in a literal or oven figurative sense, King
°f tho Jews. The story itself is a tissue of inconsistencies,
and has always been a bone of contention among theo-
j°Kians, and the plain man may well be excused if he ask
J'Uo preliminary question, ‘Is it true, or is it simply one of
tuo many legends that grew up around the infancy and

childhood of the-great teacher?”

,John Shaw, a painter out of employment and of no fixed
>odo, was brought before the York magistrates, on tho
larkCof being on tho promises of tho Wellington Inn for
N unlawful purpose, and wanted to know how tho disciples
uo left all to foilow Jesus lived. He said : “ You gentlemen
p the Bench don’t know whatitis to be in low circumstances,
'as a man to go into a low workhouse casual ward, where
JCy starve you, in this disgraceful Christian country?
hat did the disciples of our Lord Jesus Christ do when
*ov were hungered ? Did they not steal 77 John was sent

P tor a month with hard labor,
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The Rev. H. J. Clarke offers an occult explanation of the
casting of devils from men into swine. His idea is that “ the
unearthly malignant influence, in quitting the demoniacs,
may have found entrance into the herd of swine through
cries proceeding from the men, or acts done by them in
some terrific paroxysm of fury, just before their restoration
to soundness of mind.” And this, he says, has “ aprofoundly
valuable lesson, for it opens up to our mental view abysmal
possibilities of brutish degradation, loathsome depths into
which intellects, noble though they once have been, im-
potently sink their exalted powers if they engage in a
struggle with Almighty God.” This is the sort of nonsense
that does for a theological monthly.

The Rev. Harry Wilson, a well-known East-end rectori
went to Kensington to protest against against Canon
Pennefather uniting Mr. Lyon to a Miss Crooke, on the
ground that he had a canonical wife. A canonical wife,
it appears, is a wife who is recognised as such by the canons
of the Church, but not by the law of the land—namely,
a divorcee. Canon Pennefather had, however, previously
declined, and Mr. Lyon found a more obliging clergyman
elsewhere. Now, as the Daily News remarks, the real
question of interest is whether Churchmen can take the
freedom of a disestablished Church while enjoying the

advantages of an Establishment.

There is a good story told of a Governor of Pennsylvania.
A worthy Quaker took a wife without any formal ceremony.

The Governor invited them to dine with him, and, in
course of conversation, spoke of marriage. A discussion
under-

arose, and presently the Governor said : “ Seth, |
stand thee to say that thou dost consider Hannah to be thy
lawful wife I" “ Verily | do,” said Seth. “ Thou wilt cherish
her as thy wife as long as thou livest?”” “ Yea, of a surety,”
replied Seth, looking proudly at Hannah. Presently the
Governor turned to tne wife. “ Hannah,” said he, “ thou
dost love Seth as thy true husband V “ Yea,” said Hannah.
“ And thou wilt always be a faithful wife to himV *“ Yea,
verily,” was the answer. Then the Governor rose with
dignity. “By the authority vested in me as Chief Magistrate
of this State,” he said, “ | pronounce you before those

witnesses to be man and wife.”

I1. C. Richards, M.P., the opponent of Mr. Bradlaugh,
has been to Australia, where, we gather from tho Sydney
Bulletin, he was appreciated at his proper merit's—very
small potatoes indeed. It is satisfactory to learn that,
according to Mr. Richards, “the English Church there
suffers from dry rot; and,"” says ho, “ 1 cannot escape from
the conclusion that the only hope for morals and faith lies
in the Catholic Church. It is the light of Australia.”

A coroner’s jury at Lambeth, investigating the death of
George Tothe, a churchwarden, district councillor, and well-
known religious worker at High Wycombe, who died in a
house of ill-fame, brought in a rider to the effect that the
number of prostitutes and brothels in the district was a

blot on civilization.

Tho Lord Mayor and Corporation are going to a special
service to be held in the Church of St. Giles's, Cripplegate,
in thanksgiving for tho preservation of life and limn during
the recent fire. One boy lost, much property destroyed,
and hundreds of workgirls thrown out of employment do
not seem to offer much to be thankful for.

The tender mercies of Providence have been spreading the
bubonic plague in India, and the human mercies of the
India office have sent out twenty-five more doctors eminent
in bacteriology to try and cope with the affliction.

God moves in a mysterious way his wonders to perform.
In Victoria he has been riding on a dust-storm which has
wrecked several towns, many churches and prominent
buildings being laid in ruins. One town was damaged to
the extent of £50,000. Numerous casualties are reported.

Brazil—where the nuts come from—has lately been
disturbed by a religious fanatic who, says the cable,
“claimed to work miracles, and was regarded by his
followers as the Messiah.” There is food for reflection in
the cabled news that the Messiah was killed. The Govern-
ment didn't believe in his miracles, and the chances are
against his founding a Faith of the Future. He is possibly
a Mahomet, but the time for starting a new religion by
peaceful or warlike means is not now-a-days. Try to
imagine a successful Messiah preaching the Word at a
meeting where newspaper reporters took it down in short-
hand, or talking the Word into a phonograph ! Absurd
idea. If an irreproachable prophet were to try his luck in
Sydney to-morrow—well, he would be *“ obstructing the
thoroughfare.” His followers—if he “caught on”—would
swarm across the tramlines and cause him to get fined
forty shillings or a month—an incident quite unsuitable
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for publication in Holy Writ. Any further manufacture of
Holy Writ is out of the question.

The S. M. Herald lately published, in its special adver-
tisements’ column, the following queer combination :—

“ This is God's way. THERE IS NO OTHER. Acceptit and
be saved for ever; or reject it, or neglect it, and be lost for ever.
‘Why will ye die, 0 house of Israel ? ‘ The wages of sin is death,
but the gift of God is eternal life.’” ‘ Believe on the Lord and thou
Bhalt be saved.’

ASK FOR ‘RODERICK DHU’ WHISKY.
Obtainable in Bulk, Case, J bottles, and stone Jorums. Also two
and four gallon Jars, specially fitted with electro-plated taps.”

The Wages of Sin—and stone jorums —Sydney Bulletin.

The American religious papers have been discussing the
increase of Sunday bicycling and the decline of public and
private worship. Even the Unitarian Christian Register
remarks : “ Religion is getting to be much more of a
fag-end affair than it was formerly. Formerly it was the
most engrossing object of men’'s thought and feeling.
Hardly did all other things together take up so much
of their time and their attention, consume so much of
their energy. It is quite otherwise in our own time.
However it may be with some, it is true of the majority that
religion is their last consideration, not their first.”

In our young days we used to be told that every word
of the Bible was divine, and was to be believed under
penalty of eternal damnation, nous avons changé tout
cela. Now, the Rev. S. A. Alexander, the Reader of the
Temple, addressing a meeting at Torquay on “ The Diffi-
culties of the Bible,” said “ that the Bible was so
unnecessary to Christianity that if they were to discover
a tissue of difficulties on every page of it, they would not
even be approaching the fundamental truths of the Chris-
tian faith.” To the Reader of the Temple the billet seems to
be more essential than the Bible.

Of course, Dr. Alexander went on to say that the
difficulties of the Bible were very trivial. To give a
picture of deity that cannot be distinguished from the
devil is apparently, to Dr. Alexander, a mere trifle. He
draws a distinction. “ The Bible was the record of the
revelation, and was not the revelation itself.” So when
Christ says, “ If any man come to me and hate not his
father and mother and wife and children and brethren, and
his sisters, he cannot be my disciple,” that is not the
revelation, but only its record. So we should think.

The latest American sect has started in Nebraska, and are
known as Figgites, after their founder, Louis Figg. The
members of the new sect assert a personal inspiration,
and stoutly affirm that their bodies are the abode of the
deity. If this were all, the Figgites would not differ from
a number of other fanatical bodies which at various times
have laid claim to divine inspiration ; but the Nebraska
fanatics go a step further, and maintain that, while they
are the mouthpieces of divinity, most other peoplo are
possessed by demons. Even this feature would not be
especially disagreeable, were it not for the fact that the
Figgites claim to be divinely inspired to assault any person
in whom they recognise the malign influence; and their
belief has taken active form in so many instances that
the members of the new sect are frequently compelled to
appear in the police-courts as defendants in cases of assault
and battery. Figgism seems to be a revival of a deep-
seated atavism.

Convalescent homes are admirable institutions, and
many of them admirably conducted ; yet there are some
designed rather to serve the interests of religion than
humanity. We have heard of a Catholic institution
in Wiltshire, where all females received have, for the first
thing, all their hair cut off, and where they aro told to
prepare their souls for death. We know of one poor
woman who went, was unable to take the food, or endure
the treatment, and implored her friends to let her come
home, as she did, to die.

The case against the fanatic stranglers in Russia has been
heard with closed doors. This sect carries the belief in
immortality to its logical consequence, and when assured
that believers have received divine grace strangle them
forthwith, that there may be no relapse. This is making
salvation sure. Professor Ivanofski, of the Orthodox
Acadenry at Kazan, was called to give expert evidence
concerning this and a kindred sect commonly known as the
“ Jumpers,” but his detailed statements, which occupied the
Court for nearly seven hours, were not allowed to transpire.
It is understood that the Professor’'s revelations with regard
to the secret practices of the Stranglers will impel the
Government to adopt suppressive measures against that and
other extreme sects.
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The Rev. C. L. Perry, a Presbyterian preacher, known in
Missouri and Kansas, was convicted last week at Pawnee,
Ok., of wrecking the Farmers’ and Mechanics’ Bank of that
place. He was cashier and president of the bank when it
failed eight months ago. Citizens of the Pawnee and Osage
nations lost between 840,000 and 850,000 by the [failure of
the bank, which only had sixty cents on hand at the time.
—Kansas City Star. _

Pastor Gilham, of Mintonville, Kentucky, told his congre-
gation that there was no such personage as the Devil, and
his exasperated hearers arose and hurled him through the
window, giving him a parting salute of twenty pistol shots
as he fled. It was a shame to seek to deprive such good
Christians of their consolations.

Unbelieving France has miracles certified to by a doctor
one Dr. Boissarie pledging his word that cases of blindness,,
paralysis, and hernia have been cured at Lourdes. Yet the
world shrugs its shoulders. Miracles must be musty with
age ere they command respect.

When | was out West (says a business man in Hardware}
a young man registered at the hotel and proceeded to make
things lively. The first night he played poker with the
landlord and cleaned him out, the next night he came home
drunk and whipped the cabman, the third night he went
up and down the halls singing at the top of his voice and
daring the chambermaids to come out and embrace him.
In the morning they asked for the key of his room, and gave
him his bill. He looked it over, and then said, with
surprised pathos: “ Don’'t you make any discount for
ministers V

It is proposed to lay a cogwheel”railway up the falsely-
called Mount Sinai, to give pilgrims (who break “ tne
Commandments ”) an easy lift to the spot where two Gods,
Moses and Jah, confabulated, at the time Jack and Jill,
went to fetch that pail of water. Professor Sayce—as
pious a fool as a scholar can well be—says Mount Sinai is
not in the Sinaitic Peninsula at all, at all; but must be
looked for in the Mount Sier range, about 120 miles farther
to the N.E. There seems no known limit to the madnessl
produced by religion, especially the Jud;eo-Christian super-
stition. Pious noodles see no difficulty in the averment
that their invisible and infinite God came down from every-
where and stood or sat on a mountain, where he showed his-
feet to the elders and his face (and back parts) to Moses,
and wrote the paltry Decalogue with his finger on two slabs1
of stone ! This absurdity never strikes the worshipper, and
he would be terribly agitated if it should. Many a man has
considered himself damned to all eternity because a glimpse
of some pious absurdity has for once flashed through hisl
brain. However, Christianity is a grand instrument for'
blinding the conscience to tho real duties of life, and
awakening it to exquisite sensitiveness over the paltriest
of all possible trifles; and it is a splendid instrument for
extorting cash from the pockets of fools to enrich the holy/
sharpers.—L.iberator.

Edward Marks, of Melbourne”™ puts forward a sensible’
religious objection to tho marriage of Jows and Jewesses
with “ Christians of easy faith” who join tho Synagogue
from purely matrimonial motives. “ The evils of inaiffer-
onco and callousness which the Christian Churches are
lamenting are equally rampant among certain sections of
the Synagogue,” says Mr. Marks, “and what can be the
result of a commingling of insincere Christians with in-
different Jews 77 As a champion of his ancient faith, tho
worthy Hebrew is naturally alarmed at its gradual decay ;
but he may at least derive a little racial satisfaction from
the fact that, while all roligious faiths are dying, Judaism
dies gamest of all.—Bulletin.

An orthodox correspondent signing himsolf “Verax,”
but surely no relation to the “ Verax,” opens fire on Colonel
Ingersoll in tho Manchester Umpire. This person begin»
by calling Ingersoll “an exploded frost”—whatever that
may mean. No doubt something dreadful. Next ho donies
that Ingersoll can have any morality at all, as “ all morality
is founded upon the believer’'s standard.” Apart from the
cool impudence of this, the question arises, Why is such
rubbish inserted in the Umpirel How on earth can
anything bo founded on a standardl A standard is for
testing or measuring, not a foundation. Lastly, wo wish to
know if it is any answer to Ingersoll to say that ho differs
from his father. If this means anything at all, it moans
that Ingersoll's father was the standard of correct opinion
for tho whole world—past, prosent, and future. Could
anything be more absurd 1 “ Verax” has mistaken his
vocation. He may be fit for some menial employment; ho
is certainly not fit to criticise Ingersoll; and tho Umpire
must have been short of copy when it inserted his
ridiculous letter.
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Mr. Foote's Engagements.

Sunday, December 5, Athenaeum Hall, 73 Tottenham Court-
road, at 7.30, subject, “ Another Converted Atheist.”

December 12, Athenaeum Hall.
January 2, Birmingham; 9, Manchester.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Mr. C. Watts's Engagements.—December 5, Manchester; 12,
Camberwell. January 23 and 30, 1898, Birmingham ; 25 and
26, debate at Birmingham. April 29, Glasgow.— All communi-
cations for Mr. Watts should be sent to him (if a reply is re-
quired, a stamped and addressed envelope must be enclosed) at
81 Effra-road, Brixton, London, S.W.

S. G. Grant.— Thanks for the cuttings from Bristol papers.
it is the same Walton Powell.
A. C.—See paragraph. Thanks.

cuttings.

Herbert.— We have written several paragraphs in “ Acid Drops ”
on the “ newly-discovered” bogus letter from Pontius Pilate to
the Emperor Tiberius. It is really not worth a separate article.
The fraud is so transparent that no one is deceived. There is
no need to worry about killing an abortion.

Miss Vance, N. S. S. Secretary, asks us to announce that she
would be glad to receive the private addresses of the following
subscribers to the Treasurer’'s Scheme :—J. C. Banks, W. S. M,
Geo. Smith, F. G., W. Marr, M. Ball, M. Duncan, J. G. Dobson,
S. Burgon, E. F. B., G. Thwaites, T. Stephens, C. H. Gask.

A large number of members’ certificates are lying at the office,
returned by the Post Office officials, marked “ Gone away.”
Members of the parent Society who have not received certificates
should write Miss Vance.

N. S. S. Treasurer’s Sciieme.—Per Miss Vance: J. Hampson,
£1 (p); Mrs. Hampson, £1 (p); T. Holstead, £1 (p); Thomas
Reed, £1 (p); W. Turner, £1 (p); W. Hopper, 10s. (p); S.
Graham, 5s. (p); Dr. W. W. Hardwicke, £1 Is. (p); G. L. Lupton,
£1 (p); H. A. Lupton, 5s. (p). rer C. Cohen: J. Umpleby, £5.
We have rocoivod : Joseph May, £1 (p).

The Hooter Fund.— Mr. Thomas Bollamy acknowledges :— Per
J. W. Gott, £5 2s. 3d.; C. Chambers, Is.; Gustave Smith, 5s. 6d.

George Proctor.—Thanks for remittances. The Secretary will
acknowledge formally in due course. This acknowledgment
was written for last week, but got laid aside accidentally.

A. B. Moss.— Lecturing at outsido Clubs and Institutes is a good
wap of spreading our principles.

J. G. Dodson.— Voltaire never had a printing press himself, so it
cannot possibly bo used now for printing Bibles; and if it was
it wouldn’t matter as long as Voltaire's works are still printed
and circulated extensively.

N. S. 8. Benevolent Fund.—Miss E. M. Vance acknowledges :—
Dr. R. Nichols, £1 Is.; A. B. Moss, 10s.

T. Bellamy.—It is pleasant to know that tho subscriptions
acknowledged in our columns mado poor James Hooper’s last
days lighter than they otherwise would havo boon. Your share
of tho good work must not bo forgotten. The obituary notice
appoars in another column.

W. Froude.—Grant Allen’s new book on The Evolution of the Cod
Idea is an important one. Air. Foote will make it the subject
of his looture at tho Athenaeum Hall on Sunday, December 12.

H. BRown.— Evolution does continuo in tho human race. This is

ved in many ways, chiefly by archaeology. See tho works of
£erin, Lubbock, Tylor, otc.

C. Harwood.— See paragraph.

A. Koiin.—Markod papors aro always wolcome.

A. Eskhoff.—Tho placard against “ ex-priest Slattory ” cortainly
bears tho style of Brann, who, wo aro havo hoard, is an ox-
Baptist preacher, with a soft side for Catholicism. Wo know
Nothing whatovor as to Slattery’'s merits or domcrits, but
believe in all having a fair hearing.

Plymouthian.—Rather broad.

Papers Received.— Leeds Daily Nows—English Mechanic— Now
York Public Opinion—Glamorgan Froo Dress— Lucifer— Echo—
Gloucestershire Echo—Liberator—New Contury Two Worlds
Croscont— Sheffield Telegraph—Torch of Roason—Truthsoeker
— Boston Investigator—Progressive Thinker,
boing contrary to Post-Office regulations to announce on tho
wrapper when tho subscription is duo, subscribers will receive
the number in a colored wrapper when their subscription
is duo.

Tj'e National Secular Society’s office is at No. 377 Strand,

London, whore all lottors should bo addressod to Alisa Vance.

Lucturk Notices must roach 28 Stonecutter-street by first post

Tuosday, or they will not be inserted.

The Freethinker will bo forwarded, direct from the publishing
office, post freo, at tho following rates, prepaid:—One year,
B>a. 6d.; half yoar, 5s. 3d. ; throo months, 2s. 8d.

Orders for litoraturo should bo sent to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stone-
outter-stroet, E.O.

Letters for tho Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to
¢8 Stonecutter-stroot, London, E.O.

Uo*Ib 0» Advertisements.—Thirty words, Is. 6d.; every suc-
ceeding ton words, 6d. Displayed AdvertisementsOne men,
fa- 6d.; half column, £1 2s. 6d.; column, £2 5s. Special terms

*or repetitions.

Yes,

Always glad to receive such
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SUGAR PLUMS.

Mr. Foote lectures this evening (December 5) at the
Athemeurn Hall, 73 Tottenham Court-road, his subject being
“ Another Converted Atheist.”

Alr._Foote lectured twice at Leicester on Sunday. The
morning lecture was well attended, and the hall was crowded
at night in spite of the stormy weather. Both audiences
were enthusiastic. Mr. Gimson presided in the morning,
and Mr. Finder in the evening.

We are happy to learn that the Leicester Secular Society
is making good progress. With a view to closer organiza-
tion and wider usefulness, it is proposed to engage Mr.
Harry Snell as a kind of “ resident minister” of Secularism.
This will not, however, make any difference to the old varied
program of Sunday evening lectures. A list of subscribers
Is being made up for this effort, which should, in our opinion,
be successful. Air. Snell is at present spending his week-
ends at Leicester, and a definite engagement with him is
contemplated at the end of Aiarch.

The terrible gale that visited London last Sunday even-
ing interfered with Air. Charles Watts's audience at the
Athenoeum Hall. Those, however, who were present evidently
appreciated the new lecture on “ Can God Do Wrong 77 Mr.
Dunn,of the Christian Evidence Society,opposed. The chair
was occupied by Mr. Harry Brown in a most efficient manner.

To-day, Sunday, December 5, Mr. Watts lectures three
times in the Secular Hall, Manchester. His subjects are all
new, and should draw large audiences.

In accordance with a resolution of a Conference upon
Moral Instruction in Schools, a meeting will be held at St.
Martin’'s Town Hall, W.C., on December 7, with a view to
the formation of a Aloral Instruction League. The National
Secular Society will be represented by Messrs. Foote, Watts,
Heaford, Aloss, Cohen, and Hartmann, and we hope there
will be a good muster of Srcularists. Air. J. Allanson Picton
takes the chair, and Dr. Stanton Coit, the Bev. J. Page
Hopps, and Air. F. J. Gould are in the list of speakers.

Air. Thomas Robertson, secretary of the Glasgow Branch,
informs us that the receipts from members are considerably
in excess of those in the corresponding period of last year,
and the improvement is likely to be continued. This is the
reward of harmony and devotion.

The London Freethinkers’ Annual Dinner, under the
auspices of the National Secular Society’'s Executive, takes
place on Alonday evening, January 11, at the Holborn
Restaurant. The tickets are now ready for sale, price four
shillings. Air. Foote, Air. Watts, Air. Wheeler, and other
well-known Freethinkers, will be present at the dinner.

Air. Percy Ward lectured on Sunday at Edmonton in
connection with the P. S. A. movement. There was a largo
and sympathetic audience, and the lecturer was highly com-

plimented on his address.

Air. A. B. Aloss lectured on Sunday morning at the North
Camberwell Radical Club on “ Darwin, the Shakespeare of
Science.” There was a large and appreciative audience,
and the lecture was followed by somo intelligent discussion.

Air. J. G. Dobson, having returned to Stockton-on-Tees,
determined to reorganize tho Freethought movement there.
Local friends willing to assist are earnestly requested to
meet at No. 1 Langley-street, Stockton, on Sunday, Dec. 5,

at 6.30.

The Birmingham Branch has projected a testimonial to its
devoted and indefatigable secretary. Air. James Partridge.
Subscriptions should be sent to W. T. Pitt (treasurer) or
C. Il. Cattell (hon. sec.) to the Committee, at 65 Waverley-

road, Small Heath, Birmingham.

Mommsen, the great German historian, whose History of
Rome is an acknowledged standard, has just celebrated his
eightieth birthday. He is still in perfect bodily and mental
health. Mommsen is a Freethinker. He has more than
one ;sneer at the absurd history and chronology of tho

Gospel narrative.
The Gloucestershire Echo reports pretty fully a Free-

thought paper on Immortality, read to the Cheltenham
Free Lances by Air. B. Corke, and the discussion which

ensued thereon.

Air. Foote’s article on Air. Richard Le Gallienne's If |
Were God has had to stand over. It will appear for certain
in our next issue.
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The Glamorgan Free Press reports Mr. Foote's recent
lectures at Porth and Pontypridd. Incidentally it remarks
that “ the price of admission was rather exorbitant.” But
as the highest price was sixpence and the lowest threepence,
it is difficult to understand this criticism. No doubt it
would be better to carry on a free-admission campaign in
South Wales, but Mr. Foote cannot undertake that on his
own responsibility, and the cost can hardly be covered by a
handful of Rhondda miners.__

The Free Press also gives a two-column report of the
debate between Mr. Foote and Mr. Lee at Pontypridd.
“ The large audience,” it says, “ which included a consider-
able sprinkling of ladies, evinced great interest in the dis-
cussion.” After an impartial account of the opening
speeches, the Free Press says : “ The subsequent discussion
between the two gentlemen was of a very entertaining
order, both speakers showing remarkable aptitude in the
art of repartee. The debate was full of brilliant hits, and
was highly instructive.”

PIONEERING IN SOUTH WALES.

Until recently I had not visited South Wales since the
debates | held with Mr. Lee, in the early part of last year,
at Cardiff and Swansea. Mr. Cohen paid a flying visit to
the district soon after; and a good deal of stir has been
created in the Rhondda Valley by Mr. J. W. Cox, whose
lectures and debates have attracted large audiences. Mr.
Cox would have had a career as a Christian minister had
he been able to remain in the pulpit, but his mind became
too broad for orthodox dogmas, and he preferred another
method of earning his bread. He is a man of fine presence,
his voice is powerful, and | should not be surprised if he
makes a name on the English Freethought platform.
Unfortunately he finds his business suffering from his bold
advocacy of our principles, and it is just possible that he
may deem it advisable to keep more in the background.

Having been frequently pressed to visit the Rhondda
Valley, | determined to spend a few days there and
“ prospect” the territory. Arriving at Pontypridd on
Saturday evening (November 20), | was met at the station
by a band of earnest Freethinkers, who conducted me to
the house of Mr. Lewis, where | was hospitably entertained.
The next morning | went to Portb, about four miles distant,
to deliver throe lectures in tho Town Hall. Special efforts
had been made to deter people from hearing me. One
wretched emissary of Christianity from London had told
them that | was an immoral and even an obscene writer,
which | venture to think is a very peculiar description.
When | defended myself against the charge of “ blasphemy ”
before the lato Lord Coleridgo I contended that it was at least
clean “ blasphemy,” and | objected to the Christians flinging
about the word “indecent.” Lord Coleridge said that |
was right, and that while I might be blasphemous | was
certainly not licentious. “ You do not find him,” his lord-
ship said, “ pandering to the bad passions of mankind.”
As far as | am aware, | never wrote a line which | should
hositate to read out aloud at any time or any place. Still,
the lie about mo was abroad, and many of the Porth people
regarded me as a monster. My morning audience was
scanty, but there was a very good attendance in tho after-
noon, and a still better attendance in the evening. Tho
lectures wero listened to attentively, and thero was no lack
of applause. Discussion was invited, but was not offered ;
however, several persons asked questions, somo of which
were extremely wide of the subjects | dealt with. Ono
gentleman, whoso anxiety was pathetic, wanted to know
“who made the universe 77 | hopo ho has since recovered.

The friends who came over from Pontypridd had to walk
back after the third meeting. Some who came from
greater distances, one at least fifteen miles, had to get
home somehow. Mr. Cox, who had been obliged to walk
ten miles to take the chair in the evening, had to stretch
his legs again over the four miles to Pontypridd.

On the Monday evening | lectured in the Town Hall,
Pontypridd, to a most courteous and attentive audience on
the question of whether Jesus Christ ever lived. It was
too much of a staggerer, | fear; another selection would
have been more suitable. Some of tho questions that wore
asked showed that some of the audienco were positively
dazed by the novelty of the subject.

On the Tuesday and Wednesday evenings, in the same
hall, 1 debated the relative merits of Christianity and
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Secularism with Mr. W. T. Lee. The Christians wildly
applauded their champion when he first rose, and they
treated me with respectful silence. They did not applaud
me at all throughout the debate, but their enthusiasm
abated as we went along, and it was obvious that the
Secular arguments were telling. Mr. Lee had the last
speech, but there was no frantic applause at the finish as
there was at the commencement. It was not that he did
not speak well; it was simply that the Christians felt, in
spite of themselves, that there was something in Secularism,
after all; something more in harmony with common sense
and civilization than they had suspected. And this is
really the only use in such debates. They enable a Free-
thought speaker to address hundreds of Christians who
otherwise would never hear him.

I was sorry | could not stay longer in the district.
Friends from other parts pressed me to pay them a visit.
South Wales presents a fine field for Secular propaganda.
Beyond the flourishing towns of Cardiff and Swansea there
is a multitude of small towns in which lectures could be
delivered night after night for whole weeks at a stretch.
The district is notoriously religious, yet Freethought
simmers everywhere under the crust of orthodoxy. |
wish we had money enough to send lecturers down there
in constant succession. Immense good could be done if we
only had the means. Freethinkers should really give a
better support to the new N.'S. S. Treasurer's Scheme.
Those who cannot share in tho fighting ought at least to
supply the sinew3 of war. | ask nothing for myself, as |
take the risk everywhere and raise no lamentation when |
do not earn my own bread and cheese. It is for other
propagandists that | am appealing. | want the Secular
party to make good use of its efficient advocates. Mean-
while | desire to express my admiration of tho courage
and devotion of the Porth and Pontypridd Freethinkers—
nearly all working men—who are fighting as best they can
for the success of our cause. G. W. FOOTE.

THE NATIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY.

Report of monthly Executive meeting held at the Society’s
offices on Friday, November 26; the President, G. W.
Foote, in the chair. There wore present.—Messrs. 12
Bater, T. Gorniot, S. Hartmann, V. Roger, F. Schaller, H.
J. Stace, Annie Brown, J. M. Wheeler, W. Heaford, A. B.
Moss, J. Neale, P. Sabine, M. Loafer, W. Loat, E. W. Quay,
and the secretary.

Minutes of previous mooting read and confirmed.
Secretary’s cash statement adopted. Some discussion arose
upon the Treasurer's statement, and it was resolved that
tho President be asked to call a special meeting of tho sub-
committee, with aview to having the balance-sheet prepared
by the next meeting.

It was resolved that a genorous gift of £100 to the
Benevolent Fund bo acknowledged in tho Freethinker
without the name of tho donor.

The sub-committee’s minutes wero then read and adopted ;
and Mr. Henry Smith, of Stanningley, was appointed as a
collector under tho Scheme. An application was received
from some unattached Freethinkers residing in tho West of
London for permission to form a branch of tho Society,
and for its members to pay a reduced fee to headquarters.
After some discussion, it was resolved to instruct tho
secretary to point out that tho Executive could not alter
the rules of the Society, and to advise the proposers to
strengthen tho already existing branch in West London.

The forthcoming Moral Instruction Conference was then
discussed, and tho President, Messrs. A. B. Moss, W.
Heaford, J. M. Wheeler, S. Hartmann, and C. Watts, were
elected as delegates.

The Secretary reported that members’ certificates wero
now out of print; and, after some discussion as to tho
advisability of obtaining a now design or reprinting, it
was resolved that “ we pass to tho next business.”

An application for assistance to form a branch at Croydon
was referred to the sub-committee, and tho meeting
adjourned until December 30.

Edith M. Vance, Secretary.

The Daily Fetes gives this as another genuino anecdote
of a Godless Church school : “ Teacher (who is putting the
class, boy after boy, piecemeal, through tho ‘ Apostles’’
Creed)— Now, then, your turn. Pupil—'Please, sir, I'm
not the boy who believes in tho Holy Ghost. Ho’s at homo
ill of measles. 1'm the ono who believes in the Holy Catholic

Church.'”



December 5, 1897.

IMMORTALITY.

“Wiiat a terrible end these Freethinkers must have to
look forward to—to die like a dog, to lie in the cold and
dismal grave for ever and evermore,” I can remember my
father saying over and over again when | was a boy; ana
the Christian Evidence man loves to dwell upon this point,
too; while the parson in the pulpit does all he can, Sunday
after Sunday, to call forth and sustain the emotions of his
congregation by impressing upon it the “ consolations ” of
Christianity, the chief one being eternal life in the presence
of Jesus and his host of angels. This betrays the origin of
a life beyond the tomb. The wish was father to the thought,
as there can be no doubt that dreams helped to form the
notion of an immortal soul; and the wish is, if not father,
stepfather, to the thought to-day, as sure as dreams form
the_ corner-stone of our nineteenth-century Christianity,
which is believed in and accepted as such by intelligent,
every-day-life, practical people, if they are sincere. They
are right =it would be cruel to be annihilated, to be totally
extinguished like a flame, to be snapped from off the earth
in the prime of life, and to be cast into oblivion for ever, to
behold no more the faces we have loved. It would be hard
to some to think of while they live ; it will no longer be so
when they can think no more. But the question, after all,
is not, Would it be pleasant to live on after what we call
Death ? but, Is it true that we shall 1 There are many hard
conditions and occurrences in this life that we know fall to
our lot, which we all wish did not exist, but whose existence,
nevertheless, we cannot dispute. There are many who would
never part with their loved ones at all, but who would live
on in their presence here on earth ; this, however, we know
cannot be, and we do not hope for it, and so, as a consola
tion, we grasp after the life hereafter; not because we are
certain of it, but just because we are fond of lingering in
the hope of something uncertain, which we know can never
be ascertained. But if this hope of eternal life proves to be
a delusion, it will not be the first time the human race has
been cruelly disillusionized. Disappointment is, and always
has been, the lot of man—individually as well as collectively—
and in the long run it makes us wise. An awakening
from a fond delusion brings first despair, then resignation,
and at last content. The schooling that humanity has
to undergo has been one uninterrupted series of blunders
made by itself, rude awakenings and rectifications, and it
is the only kind of schooling that would educate a child
without a teacher, wherefore we are perfectly justified in
proclaiming reason and experience as our only moral guides.

Reverting to the consolation theory, one would imagine
Christianity, least of all religions, to be adapted”™ to console
a thoughtful and sensitive adherent. You think of the
eternal presence of your Lord, the everlasting prayer
meetings, the incossant shouting of “ Holy, holy,” tho
curiosity or tho hypnotizing stares of the beasts “ with eyes
without aud eyes within.” or whatever is your attraction ,
but look at the other frightful picture! While you go to
eternal glory, a hundred others will depart to eternal
torment. WIliilo you are twanging on your harp and
revelling in your ecstasy of bliss, yell upon yell will ascend
from the bottomless pit, and tho weeping and lamentation
will drown the hallelujahs and rejoicing of heaven. While
you are engaged in chanting your “ Glory! glory!” perhaps
you will bo startled by a long-drawn moan of a well-known
V(y'ce in hell, and, turninlg rounqq,eyou will .perhaps see your
old”~ra” theri'mayhe”your”~sweethear”or wilo," st*ggHng in
the flames, writhing in her never-ceasing death agonies,
Say mv Christian friend, could you be happy in heaven,
while tL very sky is lurid and tinged with the lustre from

the fire in hell, and_the very air rings with the' «<h«eksof
the damned ones ? Could you, unless'you were transformed

tnto a Satanic monster ten times worse than the Sovereign
°f the Inferno himself has over been depicted ? You know
very well you could not. But in steps the Spiritualist and

& Oli, but there is no material hell in that sense.”
there is but the hell which you yourself have made through
inur °}vn immorality or ignorance, exactly ns you do here,
j“O1is the hell of remorse, tho hell of spiritual misery and
oarkness, out of which you will have to get through your
own effort, and that by incossant work and hard labor.
Perhaps for ages. And if you have been ever so good, still
there is work for you to do for inferior ones, whereby you
yourself will be able to rise to higher and ever higher
Planes of existence. Certainly an infinitely nobler aspira-
tion than the swinish and diabolical ideal of the Christian,
juid it may be a moral guide and intellectual stimulus to the
thoughtless energy of youth ; but where is the consolation
to those who aro on the point of passing over 1 As the
child grows up it steadily increases in physical and mental
vigor j its viows expand, its aspirations rise, and tho castles
in tho air aro often augmented as the years go by. At
thirty the nature calms down. The fire of youth cools off
°ne ideal after the other bursts like bubbles; the sea or
Passions, the waters of aspiration, quiet down, the man
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but surely, to die; and as one glides over into the ever-
decaying feebleness of old age, which derides the pleasures
and renounces the battles of life, and is only desirous of
rest and peace, where is the consolation of knowing that in
a short time one has to resume that vitality ana energy
which was one’s only desire a lifetime back, but which one
desires no longer 1
Now, take a horse, a dog, and a man, and place them in a
row. The horse dies. Where is it gone to 1 Nowhere. It
arose from nature, and it is gone home to nature. The dog
dies, and it remains in the earth and rots, passes into more
and ever more forms of life, till, as it were, it is absorbed
in the great cosmos of vegetable life and air. The man
dies. Where ishel “ Gone to heaven,” is the reply. Now,
I want to know, what is it that differentiates the lower
animals from man to such an extent that they are irrevoc-
ably doomed to eternal death, while eternal life is, without
asking, thrust upon man? Is it our intelligence that
procures for us this preference (?). If so, after all, the
difference is only one of degree. All animals reason in their
way—that is, they first ponder, and then decide one of two
alternatives ; and some species of the higher animals, such
as the dog and horse, have memory; the fox is. as is well
known, cunning, and can pretend to be dead while laying
lans of escape; the hare will make side-leaps so as to
wilder the pursuing dogs ; while the elephant makes war
schemes. The monkey will learn to count, and both that
and the dog will learn not a little of the human language.
| daresay that the cleverest animals are more intelligent
than the most stupid men, for remember that the Christians
also claim immortality for idiots. If a donkey could
conceive the idea of a god, its deity would probably have
fine, long ears ; if a monkey could conceive of one, its god
would undoubtedly possess, a splendid long tail. If the
animals have a notion of a hereafter, each species presum-
ably arrogates to itself alone eternal life, and why should
*pan be an exception ? Indeed, thecourageous and faithtul
d°ff> whe bring lost objects to its master, and leap into
water to save a drowning infant, would strongly reson
theory of extinction to himself, and immortali y

often harsh and ungrateful master,
J. K. Maagaabd.

DANIEL.

The evidences in Daniol that tho book was written after
the Alexandrian conquest, and after his death B.c. 323, and
the division of his empire among his four principal generals,
aro overwhelming. Three Greek words, the names of
musical instruments, occur, “ so exact,” says the orthodox M.
Lenormant, “ that they must have boen taken from the lips
of a Greek, an impossibility before commercial intercourse
was established between Greece and Babylonia, after the
age of the Selucidae.” Alexander’s conquest, his death, and
the division of his empire among his four generals, are told
with such particularity as would be impossible for one not
familiar with the history of those events. The ablest critics,
who follow tho old lines of thought, fix the period when
Daniel was written as about B.c. 168, near the close of the
reign of Antiochus Epiphanes. Its purpose was to influence
that monarch ; and the allusions to him, though in tho form
of.'prophecy, were easily understood, because of their direct-
ness. Hitzig, a German Biblical critic, found the period
when Daniol was written as Bc. 170 to 174  Smith’s

found, especially in Germany, a very wide
Lucko [a German theologian] .
certain result of modern critics roly in
«The.reagrounds on t» narratives’
rejectingV¥thé book are the ‘ fabulousness of its narratives’
and ‘the minuteness of the prophetic history.”” Hitzig
says: “ The contents of the book are irrational and im-

possible.”—Progressive Thinker.

Obituary.

We regret to record the death of Mr. James Hooper, of
Nottingham, after a long illness, which terminated in the
rupture of a blood-vessel during a violent fit of coughing.
The funeral took place at the General Cemetery; Mr. T.
Bellamy reading the Secular Burial Service written by
Austin Holyoake. The large gathering of sympathizers at
the grave included Councillors H. H. Adams, F. W. Gregory,
and E. G. Loverseed, and County Councillor J. R. Anderson.
The deceased, as we have recently had occasion to remind
our readers, was a stalwart soldier of Freothought in the
rough old fighting days. He was a very familiar figure in
Nottingham, and was more or less known throughout the
Midlands. No one could doubt his earnest sincerity.

There is no supernatural—all is

The Universe is one. :
substance and its modes of

becomes settled, often in the bosom of a happy family life. 1 related. Nothing exists but
mt forty both body and mind begin slowly, imperceptibly, 1motion.—Spinoza.
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THE OLD FAITH AND THE NEW.

In To-Morrow William Platt has a brief but telling article
on “ The Religion of To-day.” He points out that a little
mnhile ago Darwinism was a little stream, then it became a
strong, rapid river; already it has joined a mighty ocean,
tireless to destroy old-worn continents, and to build up
fresh fertile land. And the destruction of the old creeds is
leading to a fuller faith, a nobler practice. “Take first
those vague elevating sublimities that bear in especial the
title ‘ Religion '—we are told by the advocates of yesterday
that we are losing religion—what are the facts? Just
these: that instead of a narrow, miserable view of one
earth, a personal deity, contradictory laws, and a vague,
vitiated, empty dream of psalm-singing eternity, we have
arrived at a glorious conception, breathless in its sublimity,
of a timeless, spaceless universe of immensurable force ana
beauty, supreme in its own unalterable law, the awe of
which dazes us while we feel we cannot even say we have
grasped it fractionally with our limited understanding ; as
for eternity, the thought we admit unreservedly to be
beyond us, modestly bow before a mystery, the solution of
which is infinitely beyond our finite minds. For true
religiosity, the old religions are further from modern
cosmic religions than a music-hall tune is from a symphony
of Beethoven.”

From the point of view of courage Mr. Platt holds that
we have advanced. “ The courage that faces death is the
courage of a few moments ; the courage that faces life is
the courage of our every moment, and that is the courage
of to-day. The courage that refuses to the mean or animal,
sensual or selfish, is a courage that exists to-day more than
it ever existed, and which must exist to-morrow more than
it exists to-day. And the tender, sensitive love of the men
and women of to-day is glorious beyond comparison with
the times before. By this test before all others may it be
known : that at no other time were children so tenderly and
beautifully cared for, understood, and loved as to-day ; love
that builds the new generation is glorified with gravity and
holy beauty ; its mystery was never more sublimated. The
old religion appealed to self ; but modern religion, knowing
life to be short, will strenuously refuse to give its moments
to squalidity, sensuality, or selfishness.”

A WOMAN ON THE BIBLE.

Acceptance of the Bible literally tends to retard the
development of both man and woman, and consequently
the establishment of their highest and best relation to each
other—a relation upon which depends their usefulness to
the community.

Both the law of Moses and the teachings of Paul, thus
considered, belittle woman more than they exalt her.
While words of praise and promises of future place and
power are not altogether lacking, this is the impression left
upon the mind of the reader who is not able to pass around
to the other side and gain another view.

The Bible has been, and will continue to bo, a stumbling-
block in the way or development of inherent resources,
consequently of the truest civilization, in proportion to the
strength of its exoteric aspect with the people. It will
cease to be a stumbling-block, and become a powerful
impetus in the desired direction instead, when its inner
meaning becomes revelator, companion, and friend.

In the literal rendering of the Bible woman appears first
and above all as man’s subordinate ; but this inner mean-
ing shows her first and above all as the individual equal
with him, and afterwards his complement, or what she is
able to be for him.

Portrayed as the mother of the Savior of the world, ono
woman is exalted above all women when only physical
motherhood is seen ; and the consequence has been that ono
woman has been worshipped and the sex has been crucified.
This one woman has been lifted above her place ; and all

women have fallen correspondingly below it.
Ursula Gretfeld.

The British Museum Treasure.

We bave already said that Cyril Lucar, the reforming
Patriarch of Constantinople, gave the Codex Alexandrinus
to Charles I. in 1628. We need not doubt that ho brought
it with him from Alexandria; and we may think, if wo
please, that he took it with him to Alexandria. The owner-
ship of A. cannot be traced back beyond Cyril.—Rev. J. M.
Cotterill, “ Peregriniti Proteus,” p. s2'J.

Mr. Oswald Dawson lectures for the Legitimation League
on Monday, Dec. 6, at 8 p.m., in the Council™ Chamber,
Holborn Restaurant, on “ The Outcome of Legitimation.”
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BOOK CHAT.

The Humanitarian League publishes a reply by the Rev. J.
Stratton to Lord Ribblesdale’s book on “ The Queen’s
Hounds and Stag-Hunting Recollections.” He thus describes
the “ blooding” of the hounds: “ Eye-witnesses always
narrate that cast-off stags used to be turned out in the
seclusion of the forest, the hounds allowed to maul them,
then they were ‘knifed,” and the pack fed on their intes-
tines. When was this last done 7 For the law to treat the
practically-domesticated stags of Windsor Park as wild
beasts is an absurdity. We wonder the humane Queen

has not long since got rid of her Buckhounds.
* * *

Sir Edmund du Cane, in his work on The Punishment and
Prevention of Crime, says : “ As a final climax of burlesque
absurdity the Bible was made the principal lesson-book (in
one prison the solitary prisoners were supplied with nothing
else whatever), and a reformatory influence was supposed
to be achieved by requiring the criminals to commit large
portions of the Testament to memory. This result was
figured by one irreverent critic to be so effectively achieved
that a felon was said to have been so distressed that the end
of his sentence interrupted his studies when he had only
‘got as far as Ephesians,’ that he came back (under sentence
for sheep-stealing) to learn the rest of the Testament.”

* * *

Writing on “ The Literature of the Rising Generation,’
“W,” in tne Glasgow Saturday Weekly Citizen, remarks that
“ the theological element is not nearly so prominent now as
it was thirty or sixty years ago. This, of course, only holds
with the books published by those firms which have no
direct or indirect connection with any religious movement.
Many tales are written without the time-honored religious
moral, and few popular books for the young have a specifi-
cally religious purpose. Writers seem content to let their
stories carry their own moral, leaving the work of inculca-
ting theology to other than literary powers. From an
artistic point of view, the result seems in every way bene-
ficial.”

* * *

The English Mechanic is always up to its old high-water
mark. There are ever the letters of “ A Fellow of the Royal
Astronomical Society,” full of science and common sense.
Dr. Aveling is continuing his contributions on Zoology, and
there is an abundance of technical information for workers.
The correspondence is always good, and in the December
number wo find letters on “ The Error in tho Christian Era”
and “ The Star of Bethlehem,” as well ason a multiplicity of
other topics.

* * *

Edward Pickard, of Flushing, near Falmouth, announces
the completion of The Hat Crusade, in three volumes. Itis
mainly a work of devotion to the memory of Samuol Fox.

* * *

From the History of South Africa, by G. Theal, wo learn
that tho first chaplain of tho Dutch settlement was one
Erastus Buck. This man was so addicted to intemperance
that at times he was unfit to perform his duties. He was
repeatedly suspended, on which occasions tho fiscal
conducted the services ; but punishment and disgraco seemed
only to harden him. The commander was fearful that his
conduct would bring down divine vengeance upon tho com-
munity, all the members of which, by some method of
reasoning, wero considered subject to the consequences of
his guilt. Mr. Wagenoar's alarm was increased by tho
appearance of a comet, which for two months was seen
nightly in tho sky. Ho and his Council did not doubt that
the terrible star with a tail was put there by God as a
threat of righteous punishment, and therefore they con-
sidered it high timo to get rid of tho chief offender. A
yacbt was lying in tho bay ready to sail for Batavia. Buck
and his family were unceremoniously hurriod on board, and
the office was once more vacant.

* * *

The Academy, noticing Podmoro’s Studies in Psychical
Research and Stead’s Real Ghost Stories, says : “ Two known
causes explain satisfactorily a largo proportion of the pheno-
mena with which tho Psychical Research Society has to deal
—human fraud and human folly.” Tho American put it
tersely who said he had met lots of liars and lunatics, but ne'er
a spook or miracle. The Academy remarks that “ a careful
and most impartial analysis of tho evidence enables Mr.
I'odmore to find the operation of those causes in most of tho
spiritualistic and inediumistic marvels, as well as in the
already exploded feats of Madame Blavatsky and Eusapia

Palladino.”

* * *

The New Centum/ Review always shows some sign of
the new spirit, and in its December number the review of
Evil and Evolution, by Arthur Ransom, says boldly that
the old difficulty of reconciling evil with perfect power and
perfect goodness is “ left as unsolved as over.”
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The University Magazine opens with a paper by Dr; de
Villiers on “ The Progress and Arrest of Cancer.” Vaccina-
tion Law is opposed by A. W. Hutton. Mr. J. M Robertson
has an incisive article on “ The Fallacies of Theism,” in
reply to W. Julius Basil. W. M. Beitt writes on “ Is Chris-
tianity ScientificI” There are long reviows of Wiseman’s
Dynamics of Religion and Crozier's Intellectual Development.
Allan Laidlaw writes with frankness and fervor on “ The

Social Evil Problem.”

CORRESPONDENCE.

FREEWILL.
TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.”

Sir,—J. wish, wiih your permission, to comment very
briefly on Mr. Watts’s article in your last issue on “ The
‘Freewill’ Fallacy.”

I do not write to defend Mr. Waldron’s arguments, but to
state my own position.

If 1 rightly understand Mr. Watts's view, he is philo-
sophically a Determinist. Now, Determinism denies any
real choice. Beforehand, you may think you can choose this
or that; afterwards, you may think you made a right or
wrong choice; but, in reality, Mr. Watts seems to hold there

was only one course open to you.
Now, | object to Determinism for reasons—(1) philo-

sophical, (2) moral, (3) practical.

1 The conviction that we really possess a power of choice,

however limited, is fundamental in human nature. If you
deny the veracity of consciousness as regards this power of
choice—i.e., that there are very often two or more courses
open to you—you must, on precisely the same grounds, deny
the validity of the “laws of thought.” Every argument
against freewill, whether on philosophical or evolutionary
grounds, is (to speak mathematically) only a “ function” of
the “ laws of thought”: and no function of those laws can
override what is equally fundamental with those laws—the
sense of right and wrong.
(( 2 Determinism evacuates morality of all its virtue. By
" right and wrong” we mean something absolutely different
in quality from happiness or misery, success or ruin. Some-
thing we do from pure, unavoidable ignorance may wreck
the happiness, or shorten the lives, of many persons. To
anyone right-minded that would cause unutterable anguish,
but—if ho did not lose his sanity and clearness of judgment
—not any sense of wrong-doing. If, therefore, Mr. Watts be
a Determinist, he is bound, after he has done what, to any
ordinary person, would appear a cause of bitter remorse,
to view (not the consequences, but) himself with equanimity.
To blame himself would be to believe a cruel and unjust lie—
according to Determinism.

3. Your readers can easily judge”™ what would happen.
Practically, if all men, women, and children saw clearly and
accepted ' Mr. Watts's theory, before acting—and after.
Teach this theory to a passionate, lustful, selfish person—or
father teach it to everyone—and see how it will “ work.”

Fortunately, all language, all laws, and all common sense

utterly travorso Mr. Watts's contention.
C. Lloyd Engstrom

(Secretary, Christian Evidence Society.)

MORAL INSTRUCTION.
TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.”

f ,K>—I faucy | am to blamo for starting Mr. Thurlow on
? scent. | spoke of the old conflict between the theo-
logical system ana the proposed “ purely secular education.”
~uen | went on to say that this old conflict was likely to be
fUodificd into a struggle between the Theological system and
jUe Moral Instruction system. That seems to imply that
Ih® Moral Instruction is not to bo purely secular. 1 wish
| state, in the clearest possiblo terms, that | should never
*o satisfied with anything less than a purely secular method
°* teaching morality to children.

In speaking of a change in the issue, | meant to say that
/"'hereas, in times gone by, Freethinkers simply demanded
Purely secular education, without demanding a central
P)(ice for moral training, wo of the now party demand a
Purely secular education, in which moral training shall hold
c:le,.suPremo place. We want the children’s intellects dis
~Phncd ; we also want their character disciplined ; we

nnt them to grow up clear-headed men and women,
. a,ly to do the business of the world; we also want them

J<row up honorable and kind.
« (o not understand Mr. Thurlow’'s condemnation of

hook- and tongue-taught morality.” | have heard his

hgue uttor censure or evil-doing: and, in his letter to
¢all , 8P°h attacks—and very rightly attacks—the, rascals
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could not speak the truth on his honor as a gentleman,
without the need of any oath. That was tongue-taught

morality, but | daresay Mr. Thurlow will agree that | did
right. F. J. Gould.

“THE GOSPEL NARRATIVES.”

TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.”

Sir,—In No. xiii. of these very interesting articles Abra-
cadabra says : “ The holy wind, which in one of the passages
is misnamed the spirit of truth." Will he be so good as to
inform me where this passage occurs, as the four following
references have, in the Greek, the full expression 2—John
xiv. 17, xv. 26, xvi. 13, and 1 John iv 6. | quote from Bohn's
edition ; “ to rvev/m rys axXyOtia.? " = the wind of the truth.
It is the latter part of the expression, | take it, to which he

alludes. There are no capitals.
W. W. Hardwicke, .D.

THOSE BOYS.

The lesson was from the prodigal son, and the teacher was
dwelling on the character of the elder brother. “ But
amid all the rejoicing,” ho said, “ there was one to whom the
preparation of the feast brought no joy, to whom the
prodigal’s return gave no pleasure, but only bitterness; one
who did not approve of the feast being held, and who had
no wish to attend it. Now, can any of you tell me who this
was ?” There was a breathless silence, followed by a
vigorous cracking of thumbs, and then from a dozen sympa-
thetic little geniuses came the chorus : “ Please, sir, it was
the fatted calf!”

The country clergyman was nailing a refractory creeper
to a piece of trellis work near his front gate when he
noticed that a small boy stopped and watched him with
great attention. “ Well, my young friend,” he said, pleased
to see the interest he excited, “ are you looking out for a
hint or two on gardening T “ No,” said the youth, “ 1 be
waiting to see what a parson do say when he hammers his
thumb.”

“Did the baby come from heaven, mother I' “ Of course
he did.” “ Well, I s'pose he plumped right down, and that's
why he’s bow-legged.”

It was, of course, an American boy who had teased his
father for a watch, until the father in despair had forbidden
the boy to mention the subject again. But it was the good
custom of that family to repeat a text of Scripture at even-
ing prayers. The day after the edict of silence had been
imposed, the boy quoted the following: “ | say unto you—

watch.”

PROFANE JOKES.

“Gib us dis day our daily bred,” shouted the colored
deacon from the interior of a hired shanty, upon which a
generous baker from outside threw a loaf in at the window,
accidentally smashing it. “ Gib us dis day-—- dat'll do,
good Lord, dat'll do; tupp’'ny loaf right fro a ten-penny
winder.”

Pious Grandmother (wearisomely dealing out religious
instruction to cute six-year-old Ada)—" Yes, my dear, all
our good thoughts are suggested to us by God, and all our
wicked thoughts come from Satan.” Little Ada (brighten-
ing up)—"* Grandma, do you know what Satan is telling me
to say to you 7 P. G—“What is it, my dear? L. A.—
“ He is telling me to say ‘Shut up, Grandma,’ but God won't
let me say it.”

Crotchety Bachelor—* They have had a blind man and a
cripple before the court for begging. How is it you lady
beggars escape 77 Lady Beggars—" Indeed 1 wo are not
begging—we are collecting funds to purchase a bicycle for

our curate "

Infallibility.

Human infallibility, avaunt!

The claim is impious wheresoever made ;
Whether by Papist or by Protestant,

Rivals in pharisaic robes arrayed,

No oue is more, and no one less, than man ;

Where all are equal, who shall claim control
Over the conscience, or put under ban

The free, outspoken, independent soul 1
There is no heresy in honest doubt,

Or strong dissent, where demonstration fails;
Or non-conformity, however stout:

For thus the righteous cause at last prevails.
Begone 1 Popes, Cardinals, Councils, Bishops—all
Who seek to hold the human mind in thrall!

— William Lloyd Garrison.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

must reach us by first pest on Tuesday, and
if not sent on post-card.]

[Notices of Lectures, etc.,
be marked “ Lecture Notice,”

LONDON.

The Athenaeum Hall (73 Tottenham Court-road, W .):
G. W. Foote, “ Another Converted Atheist.”

Bradlaugh Club and Institute (36 Newington Green-road, Ball's
Pond): 7.15, Mrs. H. Bradlangh-Bonner, “ Some Plain Words about
India.” December 4, at 8 30, Concert and Dance.

Camberwell (North Camberwell Hall, 61 New Church-road) :
11.30, E. Pack, “ Things Worth Remembering 6, Tea; 7, Dance and
Entertainment.

East London Branch (King's Hall,
A. B. Moss, “ What do Christians Believe ?”

South London Ethical Society (Surrey Masonic Hall, Camberwell
New-road): 11.15, Discussion, “ Tendencies of the Ethical Movement ”
—opened by Miss Florence Law ; 7, Dr. Washington Sullivan, “ Theism
and Ethics.”

7.30

83 Commercial-road): 7.30,

West London Ethical Society (Kensington Town Hall): 11.15,
F. W. H. Myers, M.A., “ The Poetry of William Morris.”
Wood Green (Station-road Hall): 7.30, A lecture.
Open-air Propaganda.
West London Branch (Marble Arch): 11.30, R. P. Edwards ; 3.30,

A lecture.
COUNTRY.

Birmingham (Bristol-street Board School): E. J. Sale—11, “ What i3
Religion ?” 7, “ How God was Made.”

Bradford L iboun Church, Peckover-treet : O.Cohen—
and Criminals 6 30, “ The Fight for the Schools.”

Bristol (St. James’s Hall, Oumberland-street): 3, Discussion Class—
J. Watts Treasure, “ Was Christ a Socialist ?”

Chatham- Secular Society (Queen’s-road, New Brompton) : 7,
J. J. Taylor, “ Rome or Reason ?”

Chester (Labour Club, Watergate-row, Watergate-street): 7, Meeting
of members and friends.

Derby (Pollicott’'s Dining Rooms, Market-place) : 7, Mr. Whitewell, A
Reading.

Glasgow (Brunswick Hall, 110 Brunswick-street) : Harry Snell—
12, “ What is the Bible ?” 6.30, “ Egypt and the D*wn of History "—
with lantern illustrations.

Leicester Secular Hall (Humberstone Gate): 6.30, W. Heaford,
“ Christian Errots and Secular Antidotes.”

Liverpool (Alexandra Hall, Islington-square): 7, J. Hammond,* The
Philosophy of Secularism.”

Manchester Secular Hall (Rusholme-road, All Saints): C.
Watts— 11, “ The Cradle, the Altar, and the Tomb”; 3, “ The Triumph
of Reason over Faith”; 6.30, “ Christian Tactics Exposed.”

P1ymouth (Democratic Club, Whimple-street): 7, Members’ meeting.

Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockmgham-streeij:
7, W. Dyson, “ Ex-Priest Slattery : A Side-light on Catholicism.”

South Shields (Captain Duncan’s Navigation School, King-street):
7, Important meeting. Federation and other business.

3, “ Crime

Lecturers' Engagements.

O. Cohen, 12 Merchant-street, Bow-road, London.— December 3
Preston ; 5, Bradford ; 8, Blackburn ; 19, Leicester.

A. B. Mosa, 44 Oredon-road, London, S.E —December 5, Mile End ;
12, Camberwell Radical Club ; 19, Camberwell Secular Hall.

H. Percy Ward, Leighton Hall, N.W.—December 12, Sheffield.

January 30, Stanley.

POSITIVISM.

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.— Church of Humanity, St.

Mary’s-place. Service and Discourse every Sunday evening at 7.

SUNDERLAND.—Church of Humanity, 23 Blandford-

street. Service and discourse every Sunday afternoon at 2.45.

WEST HARTLEPOOL.—Druids’ Hall, Tower-Btreet.
Meeting for inquirers, conducted by Mr. Malcolm Quin, second Wednes-
day of every month at 7.30.

BATLEY.—Positivist Meeting at Mr. Joseph Walker's,
Primrose Hill, Lady Anne-road, every Sunday afternoon at 2.30.

Information and literature on Positivism may be obtained free from
Mr. Malcolm Quin, Church of Humanity, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

Now Ready. Price Twopence.

What is the Use of Prayep?

By C. COHEN.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

QTANTON, the People’s Dentist, 335 Strand (opposite
LJ Somerset House)—TEETH on VULCANITE, 2s. 6d. each ; upper
or lower set, £1. Best Quality, 4s. each ; upper or lower, £2. Completed
in four hours when required ; repairing or alterations in two hours.
If you pay more than the above they are fancy charges. Te. th on
platinum, 7s. Gd. eaca ; on 18 ct. gold, 15s ; stopping, 2s. 6d.; extraction,
Is.; painless by gas, 5s.
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SELLING RAPIDLY. ORDER AT ONCE.

THE AGNOSTIC ANNUAL: 1898.

(64 pages, price 6d., by post 7£d.)

Containing articles by Professor Goldwin Smith,
Mr. Leslie Stephen, Mr. Edward Clodd, Miss Con-
stance E. Plumptre, Mr, Joseph McCabe, Mr. F. J.
Gould, Mr. Charles Watts, and many other well-

known writers.
The lest number yet issued.

London: Watts & Co., 17, Johnson’s-courfc, Fleet-street, E.C

PRICE THREEPENCE.

THE SECULAR ALMANACK
FOR 1898.

EDITED BY
G. W. FOOTE AND J. M. WHEELER.

Among the Contents are  Poor Devil! by G. W. Foote;
Secularism and the Clergy, by J. M. Wheeler; Secularism
Vindicated, by C. Watts ; Miracle Workers, by A. B. Moss ;
The Religious Temperament, by W. Heaford ; Our Work,
by C. Cohen; and Information concerning Freethought
Work and Organization.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

THE BEST BOOK

ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, BELIEVE,

TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND
PRACTICE OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.
By J. E. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.8.8.

160 pages, with portrait and autograph, bound in sloth, gilt littered,
Priee Is., post fret.

*.* In order to bring th* information within th* raach of th* poor, th*
moat important parts of th* book are issued in a pamphlet of 112 page*
at onjs funny, post fro* 2d. Copies of th* pamphlet for distribution 1*
a dozen post fres.

The National Reformer of 4th September, 1892, says; “ Mr Holmes
pamphlet . .. is an almost unexceptionable statement of th« Neo-
Malthusian theory and practice . . . and throughout appeal* to moral
feeling. . The special Talue of Mr. Holmes’' service to th* Neo-
Malthusian cause and to Human well-being generally is just his combi-
nation in his pamphlet of a plain statement of the physical and moral
need for family limitation with a plain account of the means by which it
oan be secured, and an offer to all concerned of th* requisites at th*
lowest possible prices.”

The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdal*, Dr. Allbntt, and
others, have also spoken of it in vtry high terms.

The Trade supplied by R. Fordkr, 28 Stonooutter-strset, London, E.O
Other orders should b* sent to ths author.

J. R.HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAGE, BERKS.

W. J. Rendell's “Wife's Friend

Recommended by Mrs. Benant in Law of Population, p. Si, and Dr.
Allbutt in Wife's Handbook, p. 61. Mado ONLY at No. 16 Chadwoll-
street, Olerkenwell; 2s. per doz., post free (reduction In larger
quantities). For particulars send stamped envelope.

IMPORTANT CAUTION.

Bhwarb of nseless imitat'on» substituted by some dealers and chemists,
the words “ Rendell & Co ” and “ J. W. Rcndall,” etc., being speciously
and plansibly introduced to deceive tho public.

Look for Autograph Registered Tradh Mark

ih Red Ink on bach Box, without which Nonbarb Genuinb.

Higginson’s Syringe, with Vertical and Reverse Current, 8». Gd., 4s. 6d
and 6s. 6d. Dr. Palfrey’'s Powder, Is. 2d Quinine Co-ipound, Is. 2d
Dr. Allbutt’e Quinine Powders, 8s. per doz  All prices po*. fro*.

W.J. RENDELL, 15 Chadwell-st., Clerkanwell. E.C
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WORKS BY G. W. FOOTE.

Bible Handbook for Freethinkers and Inquiring Christians.
In parts 4d. each.

Was Jesus Insane? A Searching Inquiry into the Mental
Condition of the Prophet of Nazareth. Id.

Boyal Paupers. showing what Royalty does for the People,
and what the People do for Royalty. 2d.

Philosophy of Secularism. 3d.

Atheism and Morality. 2d.

The Bible God. 2d.

Interview with the Devil. 2d.

The Dying Atheist. A story.

Bible Romances. Now Edition. Revised and largely re-written.
(1) Creation Story 2d.; (2) Eve and the Apple, Id.; (3) Cain
and Abel, 1d.; (4) Noah’s Flood, Id.; (5) The Tower of Babel, Id.;
(6) Lot’'s Wife, Id.; (7) The Ten Plagues, 1d.; (8) The Wandering
Jews, Id.; (9) Balaam’s Ass, Id.; (10) God in a Box, Id.; (11)
Jonah and the Whale, 1d.; (12) Bible Animals, Id.; (13) A Virgin

Id,

Mother, Id.; (14) The Resurrection, 2d.; (15) The Crucifixion,
Id.; (16) John’s Nightmare, Id.
Rome or Atheism—the Great Alternative. 3d.
Letters to Jesus Christ. 4d.
A Reply to J. S. Mill. 2d.

What was Christ?
Christianity and Progress. A Reply to Mr. Gladstone.

Salvation Syrup; or, Light on Darkest England. A Reply
to General Booth. 2d.

The Impossible Creed. An Open Letter to Bishop Magee on
the Sermon on the Mount. 2d.

Ingersollism Defended against Archdeacon Farrar.
Mrs. Besant’'s Theosophy. A candid Criticism. 2d.
Secularism and Theosophy. A Rojoinder to Mrs. Bosant. 2d.

The Grand Old Book. A Reply to the Gand Old Man. An
exhaustive answer to the Right Hon. W.E. Gladstone’s “ Im-
pregnablo Rock of Holy Scripture.” Is.; bound in cloth, Is. 6d.

Reminiscences of Charles Bradlaugh. 6d.

The Sign of the Cross. A candid Criticism of Wilton Barrett's
48 pp., beautifully printed and elegantly bound, 6d.

2d.

2d.

Play.
Bible and Beer. 4d.
Bible Heroes. cloth, 2s. 6d.

Letters to the Clergy. FirstSeries, 128 pp., is.

Christianity and Secularism. Four Nights' Public Debate
with the Rev. Dr. Jamos McCann. Is.; superior edition, in

cloth, Is. 6d.

Infidel Death-Beds. second edition, much enlarged, 8d. On
superfino paper, in cloth, Is. 3d.

Darwin on God. 6d.; superior edition, in cloth, Is.

Comic Sermons and Other Fantasias. 8d.

Will Christ Save Us? A Thorough Examination of the Claims

of Josus Christ to be considered tho Savior of the World. 6d.

Crimes of Christianity. Vvol. I. [Written in conjunction with
J. M. Whooler.j Hundreds of oxact references to Standard

Authorities. No pains spared to inako it a comploto, trust-
worthy, final, unansworablo Indictment of Christianity. Cloth,

gilt, 216 pp., 2s. 6d.
London: R. Forder, 28 Stonocutter-street, E.C.
Itocontly published, prico 3d., by post 4d.,

THE

Secularist’s — Catechism

mAn Exposition of Secular Principles, showing their Relation to
the Political and Social Problems of the Day.

By CHARLES WATTS
(Vice-President of the National Secular Society).

London; Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s-Court, Fleet-street, E.C.
Price 6d. paper, Is. cloth.

The Jewish Life of Christ.
SEPHER TOLDOTH JESHU.
WITH NOTES BY

G. W. FOOTE & J. M. WHEELER.
London ; R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

THE FREETHINKER.

783

FLOWERS OF FREETHOUGHT.

BY

G. W. FOOTE.

First Series (cloth), 2s. 6d.

CONTENTS :—Old Nick—Fire !!!—Sky Pilots—Devil Dodgers—Fight-
ing Spooks—Damned Sinners—Where is Hell —Spurgeon and Hell—
Is Spurgeon in' Heaven >—God in Japan—Stanley on Providence— Gone
to God—Thank God—Judgment Day—Shelley's Atheism—Long Faces
—Our Father—Wait Till You Die—Dead Theology—Mr. Gladstone on
Devils—Huxley’'s Mistake—The Gospel of Freethought—On Ridicule—
Who are the Blasphemers ?—Christianity and Common Sense—The Lord
of Hosts—Consecrating the Colors—Christmas in Holloway Gaol—Who
KiLed Christ?>—Did Jesus Ascend?—The Rising Son—St. Paul’'s
Veracity—No Faith with Heretics—The Logic of Persecution—Luther
and the Devil—Bible English—Living by Faith—Victor Hugo—
Desecrating a Church—Walt Whitman—Tennyson and the Bible—
Christ’s Old Goat—Christ’'s Coat, Number Two—Scotched, Not Slain—
God-Making—God and the Weather—Miracles—A Real Miracle—Jesus
on Women—Paul on Women—Mother’s Religion.

Second Series (cloth) 2s. 6d.

Contents:— Luscious Piety—The Jewish Sabbath—God’s Day—
Professor Stokes on Immortality—Paul Bert—Converting a Corpse—
Bradlaugh’'s Ghost— Christ and Brotherhood—The Sons of God— Mel-
chizedek—S'w’elp me God—Infidel Homes—Are Atheists Cruel >—Are
Atheists Wicked?—Rain Doctors—Pious Puerilities—* Thus Saith the
Lord ”—Believe or be Damned— Christian Charity—Religion and Money—
Clotted Bosh— Lord Bacon on Atheism— Christianity and Slavery— Christ
Up to Date— Secularism and Christianity—Altar and Throne—Martin
Luther—The Praise of Folly—A Lost Soul—Happy in Hell—The Act of
God—Keir Hardie on Christ—Blessed be ye Poor—Converted Infidels—
Mrs. Booth’s Ghost—Talmage on the Bible—Mrs. Besant on Death and
After—The Poets and Liberal Theology—Christianity and Labor—
Dueling—An Easter Egg for Christians—Down Among the Dead Men—
Smirching a Hero—Kit Marlowe and Jesus Christ—Jehovah the Ripper—
The Parson’'s Living Wage — Did Bradlaugh Backslide? — Frederic
Harrison on Atheism—Save the Bible I—Forgive and Forget—The Star
of Bethlehem—The Great Ghost—Atheism and the French Revolution—
Pigottism—Jesus at the Derby—Atheist Murderers—A Religion foi

Eunuchs—Rose-Water Religion.
London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Price One Shilling,

THEISM OR ATHEISM:

Which is the More Reasonable ?
A PUBLIC DEBATE
BETWEEN
Mr. W. T. LEE, Lecturor to tho Christian Evidence
Society,

AND
Mr. G. W. FOOTE, President of the National Secular
Society.

Held in the Temperance Hall, Derby, May 15 and 16, 1895.

Chairman—J. W. PIPER, Editor of the Derby Daily
Telegraph.

REVISED BY BOTH DISPUTANTS.
London: R Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

THE ADULT.

THE JOURNAL OF SEX.

December No. Now Ready. Secoad Edition.

Contents:—

Dress and Sex. By Orford Northcote.
The Liars; or, Marriage at the Criterion Theatre. By
Sagittarius.
The Poetry of the Passions. By Henry Seymovr.
Etc. Etc. Etc.

Specimen Copies 3d. post free.

16 John-atroet, Bedford-row, London, W.O.
May also be had of Robert Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.O.

f TNIGRAPHIC SHOBTHAND is the Briefest and most
(J Perfect of all Systems. Parts I. to VIII. now ready. 7d. post
free. P. W. Baldwin, C M., Ashton-on-Bibble.

ESSONS IN FRENCH-—Monsieur JuiresBairty desires
Pupils. Easy plan and efficiency guaranteed. Terms very mode-

rate. Address, .32 Store-street, Bedford-square, W.O.
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Ladies’ and Gentlemen's Cloths AGENTS WANTED C‘V” krinds of Heavy Prapinl/ a:

Direct from the Warehouse. An arehouse prices, saving at leas
Y EVERYWHERE. Two Profits. Price List post

Length cut. Patterns post free.
Garments made to measure.

Manufacturer’s Stock

OF H IGH-CLAS? OVERCOATINGS

Bought at less than Half the Usual Price, which we are
now making into Overcoats as illustration herewith.

~v(;t

E Price

m

v 235,

s § Worth at Least
(lJ,IDS

355,

EACH.

o=

Give Chest and Waist Measure

g > Opa =
Bcomar G

over Vest. Also Length from
Centre of Back to full Length

of Sleeve.

°oLo g8

INCREASE YOUR WAGES.

free.

The Creapest Parcel on Earth!

LOT 11

1 Pair All-Wool Blankets.
1 Pair Large Sheets.
1 Beautiful Quilt.

1 White or Colored Tablecloth.

All for 21S. Carriage paid

Mention the Freethinker, and for the next Fourteen
Days we will include a Grand Little Present in each

Parcel.

J. W. GOTT, 2 & 4 Union Street, BRADFORD,

SHAKESPEARE.

A LECTURE By

COLONEL INGERSOLL.

HANDSOMELY PRINTED.

“ The principal feature of this lecturo is the enthusiastic
appreciation which thrills in every line. Sharp, vivid
sentences, often eloquent, always forcible, are scattered in
abundance. The lecturer has evidently adopted no con-
ventional plan of treatment. He elucidates, as far as
possible, the main characteristics of Shakespeare’s genius,
and quotes with an aptness that many might envy. This
lecture is so different in style and matter from any known
criticism or appreciation of Shakespeare that it is difficult
to estimate its value with reference to the mass of literaturo
about the great poet. It stands quite apart."—Glasgow
“ Weekly Citizen

“ A powerful piece of literary and philosophical criticism.
Ingersoll's glowing style, his forcible logic, and his acute
discrimination make his panegyric of the Bard of Avon
almost as interesting to read as, no doubt, his lecture was
inspiriting to hear.”—The Stage.

Price Sixpence.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

NOW READY.I

THE HOUSE OF DEATH.

BEING

FUNERAL ORATIONS, ADDRESSES, ETC.

BY

COLONEL INGERSOLL.

BEAUTIFULLY PRINTED ON FINE THICK PAPER
AND HANDSOMELY BOUND.

Contents:—

Speech at Walt Whitman's Burial—Tribute to Henry
Ward Beecher—Tribute to Courtlandt Palmer—Tribute to
Roscoe Conklin—In Memory of Abraham Lincoln—Tribute
to Elizur Wright—Address at Horaco Seaver's Grave—Mrs.
Mary H. Fisko—Tribute to Richard H. Whiting—Mrs. Ida
Whiting Knowles—At the Grave of Benjamin W. Parker—
Tribute to Rev. Alexander Clark—Death of John G. Mills
—At the Grave of Ebon C. Ingorsoll—Death of Thomas
Paine—Death of Voltaire—At the Tomb of Napoleon-
Heroes of the American War—At a Child's Grave—Through
Life to Death—Death of the Aged—If Death Ends All.

PRICE ONE SHILLING.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-stroot, E.C.

Irr tidy id Publifhedby G. W. FOOTS, 28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C.



