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THE TRAFALGAR-SQUARE MEETING.

The Freethinker is not a political paper, but all its readers 
know by this time that I am neither an Anarchist nor a 
Socialist; indeed, I have sometimes been insulted by both 
parties for not belonging to them. Quite recently I have 
Written in these columns on Anarchy and Assassination, 
pointing out the absurdity of supposing that government 
can be dispensed with in human affairs, and denouncing the 
folly and wickedness of murder as a method of political 
action. My own public, so to speak, are acquainted with 
nay position; and I need not be disconcerted by the mis­
representations of the Tory press in respect to my partici­
pation in the Trafalgar-square protest against the atrocities 
inflicted on political prisoners in Spain.

I may say here, once for all, that while I call myself a 
Secularist, for convenience, I am not fond of wearing any 
other ticket. I hope I belong to the party of common 
sense. I have always mistrusted cut-and-dried schemes for 
reaching tho millennium. If I am anything in politics and 
sociology, I am a meliorist. I believe that the only way in 
which wo can serve the future is to serve tho present. 
Posterity will take its own course, and wo must take ours, 
day by day and year by year, according to our lights and 
opportunities.

Two principles, however, I have always been steadfast in. 
I love freedom, and I detest cruelty. Liberty and love 
will reform tho world sooner than any other agencies ; and, 
without them, all other agencies will only leave us slavish 
and embased.

When I heard, therefore, of tho wholesale arrest of 
"suspected” persons in Barcelona, and of tho alleged 
cruelties thoy had suffered in prison, I felt it was a matter 
for serious inquiry. I have satisfied myself of the general 
truth of the allegation of torture. In tho caso of 
■flrancisco Gana there is no room for doubt. His story is 
confirmed by medical testimony. It is enough to make 
one’s blood boil to hear his account of the tortures inflicted 
Upon himself, and also upon several of his fellow prisoners, 
they are not only horrible, but obscene. They display a 
bostial ingenuity which reminds us that Spain is the classic 
*and of the Holy Inquisition.

Even the Tory Daily Mail, which called for the prohibi- 
uon of the Trafalgar-squaro meeting, is obliged to admit the 
flcality of these facts. “  Thero is little reason to doubt,” it 
said on Monday, “  that Spanish prisoners suspected of 
Co]uplicity in outrage have been abominably tortured.”

Ihis “ complicity in outrage” is meant as a palliating 
qualification. But what is the truth 1 I have satisfied 
myself that only a small proportion of these Spanish 
prisoners wore oven theoretical Anarchists. Of the twonty- 
fl'&ht deported to England, as far as I can ascertain, only 
our or fivo are Anarchists. The others aro Freethinkers, 

Anti-Catholic3, Socialists, Freemasons, Trado Unionists, 
and Radicals. Tho fact is, the Spanish Government seized 
•Pon the bomb-throwing fifteen months ago as a pretext 
°r arresting on “  suspicion ” no less than five hundred 

danced citizens. The person who threw the bomb has 
ot boyn discovered, any more than wo have discovered 
o miscreant who left that bomb in a carriage on tho 
nderground Railway. W o did not arrest fivo hundred 

Porsons on “ suspicion,” but they do things differently in 
Pain, where freedom i3 a name without any reality.
Gana himself, who was so vilely tortured, is not an 

Oarchist. Ho was a Freemason, which mado him 
No. 840.

obnoxious to the Catholics, and a Trade Unionist, which 
made him obnoxious to the classes who are in power.

How could the National Secular Society’s Executive 
refuse to help these exiles, or to participate in the protest 
against the injustice and cruelty to which they had been 
subjected 1 It was resolved that we should join the 
Spanish Atrocities Committee, consisting of representatives 
of all shades of advanced and humane opinion. Our 
representatives (Mr. Forder, Mr. Cohen, and myself) 
helped to frame the resolution which was carried at 
Trafalgar-square. That resolution had no taint of Anarchy 
or any other sectionalism, and I give it here in full, so that 
my readers may judge for themselves:—

“ Seeing that it has been proved by incontestable 
evidence, and acknowledged by the British and Con­
tinental press, that the mo3t barbarous tortures, 
recalling those of the Middle Ages, have been inflicted 
by the Spanish Government on prisoners arrested whole­
sale on mere suspicion, and some of whom so tortured 
were never even brought to trial;

“ Seeing, also, that the Spanish Government treats 
with callous disdain all representations addressed to it 
on this subject;

“ Seeing, further, that the Spanish Government has 
deported twenty-eight of these prisoners to England ;

“ This meeting of English men and women feels that 
it has a right on every ground to record its public

i)rotest against these detestable outrages on the common 
mmanity of the civilized world.”

I had the honor of moving that resolution in Trafalgar- 
squaro on Sunday afternoon, and my colleague, Mr. Cohen, 
had tho honor of supporting it. The newspapors woro 
good enough to speak in praise of our speeches. Certainly, 
like tho genial and brave chairman, Mr. Pete Curran, wo 
kept to the point. We spoke as men, not as politicians; 
as citizens of the world, not as members of a party. Some 
of tho speakers were less careful. Mr. Turner thought it a 
matter of importance to proclaim that ho was an Anarchist, 
and Dr. Aveling went out of his way to talk bombastic 
nonsense about tho assassination of Canova3. On the 
whole, however, it was kept clear that tho object of the 
meeting was purely humanitarian. Such also was the 
attitude of the huge crowd which filled the Square, and 
could not have numbered less than fifteen thousand—ono 
newspaper putting it as high as twenty-fivo thousand. A 
forest of hands supported the resolution. About fifty 
hands were held up against it, including those of a small 
gang of rowdies who tried most fruitlessly to break up tho 
meeting by singing “  God Save tho Queen ”— as though 
she could bo in favor of tyranny and torture.

A  collection was made on behalf of tho Spanish exiles, 
and many persons flung copper and silver coins on the 
plinth of tho Nelson Monument, where the speakers were 
standing. This incident is described in characteristic 
fashion by a leader writer in the Tory Sun, who repre­
sented tho speakers as “  fighting and biting and scratching 
each other in their eagerness to make sure of the nimblo 
pence, each for his own pocket.” This writer has to earn 
his living by writing such stuff. But what self-contempt 
ho must fee l! I do not hate him. I pity him. Ho 
knows, as I do, that the money was picked up by tho 
collectors and carefully counted, and that every penny of 
it will bo dovotod to tho relief of the Spanish exiles.

Tho Spanish Atrocities Committee has been maintaining 
these exiles and trying to find them work. A few of them 
have been sent to South America to join their wives, who 
have been deported there by the Spanish Government,
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■which is base enough to war against women. “  Philan­
thropists ”  are giving nothing, and funds are urgently 
needed. The N. S. S. Executive has asked me to open for 
one week, or two at the outside, a subscription in the 
Freethinker, heading the list with its own donation of two 
guineas. My own donation of half-a-guinea comes next. 
All I receive will be handed to Mr. Hartmann, the N. S. S. 
treasurer, who will pay it over to the Committee as our 
Society’s contribution.

Nearly all these Spanish exiles are Freethinkers. This 
is a fact which I ask my readers to remember.

Now that I have explained the matter to my own public, 
as I said, I am indifferent to outside opinion. One must do 
one’s duty and defy misrepresentation. Charles Brad- 
laugh was misrepresented all his life. Why then should I, 
his humble successor, complain ? Let the Tory papers call 
me a Socialist, an Anarchist, or whatever they please. I 
have other work to do in the world than to answer their 
falsehoods. G. W. FOOTE.

DEFECTS OF CHRISTIANITY.

W e have recently heard much of “ progressive Chris­
tianity,” the idea of which, however, is, in our opinion, 
very absurd, inasmuch as, if this faith has progressed, 
it is necessarily more advanced now than it was at a 
former period. In that case, it was not originally a 
perfect system, and therefore not an emanation from a 
perfect being. Moreover, if Christianity has in the 
process of time improved, why may not its improvement 
still go on 1 But if these constant changes take place, at 
what juncture in its development does the true religion 
appear 1 The early Christians thought that in their faith 
they had a perfect and complete revelation from G od; but 
if the progressive theory be correct, the faith as it “  was 
once delivered to the saints ” was exceedingly incomplete, 
which entirely does away with the truth of the assumption 
of its “ divine ” nature. Herein lies one of the defects of 
orthodox Christianity; it is so vague, incoherent, and in­
decisive that it has been “ all things to all men.” It is a 
mistake to suppose that, from its inception to the present 
time, Christianity has been regarded by its professors as 
presenting one uniform faith. Its nature has varied, not 
only in different countries, but also in the beliefs of 
the many sects termed Christian. There are marked 
differences between the beliefs of the Catholic and the 
Protestant Churches, as there are also between the teachings 
of the Church of England and those of Dissenting congrega­
tions.

So striking aro thoso divergencies that the Rev. Dr. 
Irons, in his book, The Bible and its Interpreters, writes: 
“  We may mention Wesley, Gill, and Whistan as examples. 
They were all pure and upright men, and learned men too. 
They all honestly found their systems in the existing 
English Bibles. One was an Armenian and a believer in 
the sinlessness of true Christians. One was a Supra- 
Lapsarian, Calvinist, and a Baptist. The third was an
Arian....... It cannot be said that the differences between
such men are even comparatively small. The first would 
have thought the doctrino of absolute predestination held 
by the second to be incredibly blasphemous, and he has 
left that on record. The second would think tho first to 
be utterly a ‘ carnal ’ and self-deceived man. The third 
would be regarded by the first and second as a denier of 
the foundations of Christianity. Yet a man of patient and 
earnest character might at any time persuade himself, on 
apparent Scripture grounds, to embrace either of these 
three views of revealed truth— that is, in plain words, be 
either Freewiller, Fatalist, or Arian— or Baptist, with 
either of these three peculiarities superadded” (pp. 76 
and 77). The Doctor further adds : “ It might be easy 
even to show that what is now popularly thought to be 
in some respects the true and only meaning of the great 
doctrines of Christianity had no existence at all in the 
earliest days ” ( ibid, p. 79).

Tho position taken and the arguments advanced by the 
rev. gentleman have been more than justified, since he 
published his book, by such writers as Dean Farrar, Dean 
Fremantle, Canon Driver, Lyman Abbott, and many other 
“ advanced Christians,’ whose representations of Chris­
tianity would have been deemed “ rank heresy” by their 
predecessors. This defective aspect of the Christian faith

j is so palpable that it is difficult to say what its professors, 
to be consistent, should really believe. By some it is 
deemed necessary, in order to be considered a Christian, 
to believe in the verbal inspiration of the Bible, in the 
story of the fall of man, and his redemption through the 
death of Christ; that unbelievers will be punished in a 
future state of existence; in the efficacy of the prayer of 
supplication; and in the doctrines of Baptism, Election, 
and Predestination. Now, while the majority of orthodox 
professors allege their belief in these tenets, they are dis­
carded by the rapidly-increasing section of “  progressive ” 
Christians. But even among these the subject of belief 
is vague and indefinite. It is true these “  reformed ” 
religionists tell us that we should believe in the Bible ; but, 
be it remembered, not in the whole of it, only in certain 
parts. As to what those parts are, each person is left to 
decide for himself. Further, we are assured that “  belief 
in Christ” is the basis of all sects of Christians. Tho 
question, however, arises, What is meant by “ belief in 
Christ” ? Is he to be regarded as God or man ? Or is he 
to be thought a combination of the two ? Must it be 
supposed that he desired to secure the salvation of those who 
believe in him by his conduct in life, or through his alleged 
sufferings at death 1 In short, should he be revered as a 
“  divine being,” or simply appreciated as an advanced 
reformer of his day ? It is not enough to proclaim, 
“  Believe in Jesus all who consider that he lived no 
doubt entertain that belief in some degree; the point to 
be made clear is, What is the nature and extent of that 
belief ? And this is just the question upon which Chris­
tians themselves are not agreed.

Those persons who have at all studied impartially tho 
early history of Christianity must be aware that the faith 
which Christ is credited with preaching, and what is called 
Christianity to-day, are entirely different. According to 
the records of ecclesiastical history, the Christian faith 
was altered and modified shortly after the period when it 
is said that Christ died. Paul was much nearer being a 
philosopher than Jesus, hence his (St. Paul’s) Christianity 
differed widely from his Master’s. Tho character of Christ 
was submissive and servile ; Paul’s was defiant and pugna­
cious. W e could no more conceive Christ fighting with 
wild beasts at Ephesus than we could suppose Paul sub­
mitting without protest or resistance to those insults and 
indignities which are alleged to havo been heaped upon 
Christ. Neither could we for one moment imagine Paul 
advising his disciples, when anyone smote them on one 
cheek, to offer them the other. Paul introduced by his 
personal character a certain amount of boldness and energy 
into the Christian propaganda, and by tho character of his 
mind he largely modified the Christian system. In fact, 
each successive age has left its impress upon Christianity. 
No system was ever loss rigid and moro plastic. Persons 
of the most contrary dispositions and the most opposito 
natures have been its great illustrators, expounders, and 
living representatives. It has found room for all tempera­
ments : the ascetic and tho luxurious enjoyer of life ; the 
man of action and tho man of contemplation; tho monk 
and tho k ing; the philanthropist and the destroyer of his 
race; the iconoclastic hater of all ceremonies and tho 
superstitious devotee. But this heterogeneous family is 
by no means tho result of any all-embracing compre­
hensiveness in the system of Christ, but rather tho effects 
of a theology characterized alike by its indefinite, incom­
plete, and undecisive principles. Until, therefore, Chris­
tians can prove to us that their principles are capable of 
producing uniformity of character; until it can bo shown 
that the principles as taught in the New Tostament aro 
compatible with progress and human advancement; until 
the course said to havo been pursued by Christ when on 
earth is adopted by his professed followers of to-day, and 
made to harmonize with reason and humanity, it cannot 
be truthfully said that Christianity is capable of furnishing 
a code of morals by which all succeeding generations shall 
be governed, and to which the great intellects of tho world 
will finally succumb.

There aro many other defects in the Christian system 
which render it inharmonious with tho properly dis­
ciplined intellect of our time, and which mar its force as an 
element of the mundano progress of the human race. For 
instance, it has failed to inspire consistency upon the part 
of its professors. They preach that “ all men are brethren,’’ 
while they give their practical support to the perpetuation 
of a system that divides, to a humiliating and unjust
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extent, both politically and socially, the rich from the poor. 
Ihey preach the advantages of poverty, yet they are con­
tinually striving to accumulate riches. They condemn the 
pleasures of the world and the habit of gambling, while 
they resort to both, even in their religious propaganda. 
This was really admitted at the recent Annual Conference 
of the Yorkshire Evangelical Union, held at York. 
Speaking at that gathering, Dr. Hughes-Games said : “  The 
rich lived in the enjoyment of luxury, absorbed in self- 
aggrandizement and self-gratification. Men hastened to 
get rich. No longer content with the ordinary means, they 
gambled and speculated, and this gambling spirit pervaded 
all classes and both sexes. Then there was intense love of 
pleasure. Men and women longed after pleasures of all 
kinds, and never seemed satisfied. Even for church 
purposes and religious objects it was very difficult and 
almost impossible to raise money, unless pleasure was in 
some way associated with it. Thus bazaars, concerts, 
oratorios, and balls were employed because Christian 
people would not respond to the appeals made to them. 
Even in religious services the desire for sensuous pleasure 
was an element that had largely to be taken into account ” 
{Rock, July 9, 1897).

The same inconsistent conduct is manifested by Chris- 
fains in adopting the old Puritan spirit without emulating 
its devotion. This is shown in their attempts to deprive 
the people of a free Sunday. The bishops mustered in 
force in the House of Lords to reject Lord Hobhouse’s 
Eill, which had for its object a more rational use of the 
Sunday than at present obtains; and yet the very bishops 
are silent when operatic music is played at Windsor Castle 
on the “ Lord’s Day,” or when the aristocracy have their 
Sunday receptions. They prate about their “ Gospel of 
Peace,” while they applaud a Jubilee craze, with its naval 
review, and the exhibition of the fighting power of England, 
to which is attributed the security of the nation. Christ 
and his gospel count for nothing in the “  greatness ” of 
England. And yet we are constantly being told of the 
influence of Christianity upon our national progress. It is 
fiuite time such shams were exposed and ended, and that, 
instead of the peoplo being further deluded by such false 
pretensions as orthodox Christians set forth, we inculcated 
honesty of conviction and fidelity to sound practical 
principles, born of active intellectuality and moral force, 
which arc tho promoters of peace, liberty, and justice, 
upon which the true salvation of the nation depends.

Charles W atts.

THE DOOM OF SPAIN.

“  W ho Can positively say why tho Spanish nation, so dominant at 
°no timo, has boon distanced in tho raco? Tho awakening of tho 
nat'ons of Europo from the dark ages is a still moro porploxing 
problem. A t that early period, as Mr. Galton has remarked, 
almost all the men of a gentle nature, those given to meditation 
or culture of the mind, had no refuge except in the bosom  of a 
Church which demanded celibacy ; and this could hardly fail to 
have had a dotoriorating influence on oach successive generation. 
Curing this samo period tho Holy Inquisition selected with 
extreme care the finest and boldest men in order to burn or 
imprison them. In Spain alono somo of tho best men—those 
who doubted and questioned, and without doubting there can be 
Oo progress—wero eliminated during threo conturios at tho rato of 
a thousand a year.” — Charles Darwin, Descent o f  Man, part i., 
chap. v.

In his careful stylo, Darwin states the two-fold way in 
which the Christian religion, as exhibited in its greatest 
Ekurch, has inflicted incalculable evil upon humanity. It 
first drained some of the most refined and cultured, in an 
age of barbarism, from recruiting their race. Then it 
eliminated all who showed strong tendency to vary from the 
orthodox standard. Tho actual data of the martyrdom 
aud imprisonment of heretics in Spain, between 1471 and 
1771, are 32,000 burnt, 17,000 burnt in effigy (they 
Mostly died in prison or escaped from Spain), and 291,000 
eondemned to various terms of imprisonment. Mr. Francis 
Galton, who gives tho figures, says, in his work on 
Hereditary Genius ; “  It is impossible that any nation could 
stand a policy like this, without paying a heavy penalty in 
l fi° deterioration of its breed, as has notabiy been the 
Jesuit in the formation of tho superstitious, unintelligent 
Spanish race of tho present day.”

Four hundred years ago Spain stood at the pinnacle of 
Nations. Its Moslem-founded universities had been the

first and the finest in Europe. It had discovered a New 
World. Its dominions extended from Mexico to Malacca, 
and it had great soldiers who were also men of mind, like 
Bernal Diaz, Lope de Yega, Hurtado de Mendoza, Calderon, 
and Cervantes. But even then its priest-led rulers 
pursued the short-sighted policy of lopping off the heads 
of its tallest citizens. It drove out not only the alien 
Moors, but the native Moriscoes, who maintained a fine 
strain of Oriental art and culture in Granada. Its 
Inquisition relentlessly persecuted the Jews, who had aided 
its commerce, medicine, and learning. Under Torquemada, 
the confessor to Isabella, in one year two hundred and 
eighty were burned in the city of Seville alone; seventy 
nine wei e condemned to perpetual imprisonment; seven­
teen thousand suffered milder terms. In the following 
year not less than two thousand were burned.* In March, 
1492, every Jew unbaptized by July was ordered to leave 
the kingdom. Probably over three hundred thousand 
were thus banished, many to terrible sufferings and death. 
The Inquisition maintained against all heretics the policy 
pursued towards the Moors and the Jews. In the fact that 
Spain has fallen from its high estate some may see “  the 
hand of God in history.” For my part, I trace but the 
natural consequences of its own acts.

And this short sighted and cruel policy, which is as 
absurd as it is atrocious, is still pursued by pre-eminently 
Christian Spain. Only last year some wretch at Barcelona 
threw a bomb at a religious procession. It must have been 
the work of some madman, or one provoked by the police. 
For no priest was injured; the procession was over when 
it was thrown, and only a drummer boy and some of the 
populace were injured. The panic was made the occasion 
for seizing over five hundred citizens ; known Republicans, 
leading Freemasons, the heads of Trade Unions, the writers 
on Radical papers, Socialists, and philosophical Anarchists, 
all in any way obnoxious to the civil or ecclesiastical 
authorities, were arrested. Immediately before this the 
Government had demanded 200,000 men to be sent to 
Cuba, and the humanitarians of Spain had made a protest. 
The bomb was an opportune one for the Government, for 
it secured its tottering seat by enabling it to bag those it 
regarded a3 dangerous enemies. All were branded as 
Anarchists, a term of odium which is as recklessly 
employed as was “  Atheist ” in former days. Five 
were shot, many imprisoned for life, others detained 
without trial, and tortured to extract proofs of 
conspiracy. At length public attention was drawn 
to these uncivilized proceedings, and the Government 
graciously liberated those against whom there was no 
evidence, and who could pay, or find friends to pay, their 
passage to another country. Only those were set free who 
had been convicted of no crime. And now these men are 
visited with odium for Golli’s crime, in which they can 
have had no sharo; and again two hundred moro aro 
arrosted and cast in tho Spanish prisons.

There are crimes real, and priest-made crimes. In 
Spain it is a crime to read a book unauthorized by the 
priest; a deadly crimo to marry without his blessing, and 
to bring up children without his baptism. All who act 
thus are criminals in tho eyes of the priest. But humanity 
has another voice. The worse enemies of morality aro they 
who obscure its natural foundations by inventing a multi­
plicity of pseudo-crimes. A  child made to regard Sunday 
amusement as equally sinful with cruelty to animals is in 
a fit state to have its morals easily overturned. I havo 
heard of an inscription written for a certain charitablo 
institution:—

This hospital a pious person built,
But first he m ale  the poor wherewith to fill’t.

A similar inscription might serve for the prisons of Spaim 
and of many another country.

Tho man who throws a bomb anywhere is a real criminal. 
IIo is invading tho lives, to say nothing of the rights and 
liberties, of others. Let the person aimed at be ever such 
a tyrant, in constituting himself judge, jury, and execu­
tioner the assassin or tyrannicide becomes a criminal, whose 
sole excuse is that he must be insane to so constitute 
himself. But righteous indignation at murder should not 
be vented on tho innocent. And tho Spanish exiles aro 
not assassins, but victims. In this I write that which I 
know. I have seen them and examined the evidence so

* Crimes of Christianity, p. 160.
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far as I am able. I have seen that one, at least, has been 
terribly tortured. They are certainly not the scum of the 
earth, not criminals, but intelligent men, with the con­
science which comes from intelligence, the very men who 
in propitious circumstances might help to redeem their 
country.

When Louis XIV., instigated by his priestly advisers, 
commenced the persecution of Protestants in France, he 
made a step towards the Revolution, and decisively bene- 
fitted our country while injuring his own. Mr. Samuel 
Smiles, in his work on the Huguenots, has clearly shown 
that to them we owe very many of our industrial arts, and 
much of the most valuable life-blood of our race. To Free­
thinkers it should be necessary to mention but one name 
— that of Harriet Martineau. Had I lived four centuries 
ago, I would rather have been with the stigmatized few 
who raised their voice against the expulsion of the Jews ; 
had I lived two centuries ago, I should, I trust, have sided 
with, and if possible helped, the Huguenots ; and now I 
would at least say my little word for the outlawed Radicals, 
Freethinkers, Socialists, and Anarchists of Spain. It is 
easy to over-estimate or under-estimate contemporary 
events, but history has decidedly set its mark on the 
character of the policy of Christian Spain.

Freedom of opinion cannot thus be stamped out forever. 
In Mexico, Cuba, and South America are a race of Spaniards, 
republican, freethinking, and cosmopolitan in sympathy. 
That New Spain is reacting, and will react, on the old 
country. So with Germany. The Emperor may repress 
Socialism, deprive Freethinking professors of their chairs, 
and imprison all advanced speakers for Usé Majesty ;  but 
in America a new Germany is growing, which will surely 
make its influence felt on the Fatherland. It is folly to 
sit on the safety-valve. In the Macchiavellian phrase, it is 
worse than a crime— it is a blunder. The crimes and 
stupidities of Anarchists are often pointed out. I am not 
one to defend them. Rather let me emphasize the fact 
that the bomb-thrower at Barcelona was the occasion of 
the wholesale imprisonment of hundreds of innocent men 
and women, and that Golli, by his assassination of Canovas, 
gave excuse for the fresh razzia. But who shall write of the 
crimes and stupidities of Governments 1 It would need 
the pen of a Swift and the patience of a Mommsen.

J. M. W heeler.

DEAD JAHVEH.

K en t: Vox not his g h o s t : O, lot him piss ! ho lu tes him 
That would upon the rack of this tough world 
Stretch him out longor.

K dgar: Ho is gone indeed.
K en t: Tho wonder is that ho endured so long :

He but usurp’d his life.
— King Lear, A ct v., tcono 3.

P o o r  Jahveh! Like the mad King Lear, the old Jewish 
God is “ gone indeed.” Is not his death recorded in th3 
chronicles of tho Higher Criticism 1 Tho rack of a tough 
world has proved too much for him. The wonder is he 
survived so long.

Some there are that say he is not dead; that he has 
only suffered a kind of “  sea change into something rich 
and strange.” And they paint a shadowy picturo of a 
great Principle or indefinable Power. But that is another 
god altogether. That is not the Jahveh or Jehovah— the 
God of our old idolatry— of our Sunday-school days—of 
our boyhood’s catechism over which wo were wont to 
groan. l i e  lies down “ full fathom five,” with a dead 
weight of modern knowledge round his neck. If there 
was any change in him—or in our conception of him— it 
must surely have been such as overtook poor Bottom. 
For Jahveh has indeed been “  translated.” He has been 
translated and revised, and dispassionately tried in the 
light of present-day intelligence and scholarship. If he 
has not altogether appeared as Bottom did upon his 
transformation, it is because there were, in his natural 
aspect, too many dark and tragic features.

Not only is Jahveh dead— dead as a door-nail— but he 
is succeeded by another deity— an up-to-date deity, one 
specially furnished in a new and improved form to meet 
modern requirements. As Jahveh was a jealous God, and 
of a warlike spirit, we may be sure that, if he were alive, 
nothing in the world would prevent him “  going for ” the 
metaphysical nonentity which has been put in his place.

When we remember how mightily anxious he was that 
“ Thou shalt have no other gods before me,” and in what 
daily fear he went that some other god would oust him 
from his throne, we can in a measure understand how 
grievously this modern usurpation must “  vex his ghost ”— 
if a ghost of him is left, which I beg leave to doubt.

But then, was he not always angry with something or 
somebody 1 It was a mad kind of anger, too, because 
mostly engendered by the results of his own ineptitude 
and folly. And herein we have a parallel to the character 
of King Lear. As the mad monarch gave all that he had 
to his daughters, so Jahveh showered blessings on his 
chosen people. In each case base ingratitude followed. 
Lear might, but Jahveh must, have expected as much. 
Therefore, while we may forgive in some measure the out­
bursts of Lear, JahvehVangry disappointment and chagrin, 
leading to the deluge of the world, is absolutely inexplic­
able and indefensible. Many points of similaiity occur 
between the ravings of Lear and the passionate fulmina- 
tions and impotent fury of Jahveh. One’s sympathy, 
however, as far as it is excited at all, must be entirely 
bestowed on the mad king. He did not—if Jahveh did— 
create and order things from the beginning of the world 
with a complete knowledge of what would happen.

As Lear’s unfilial daughters set to work to reduce the 
number of the poor old king’s attendant knights, so in 
these latter days Jahveh’s quondam friends have under­
taken the task of gradually reducing the bulk of the Jew 
God’s “ revelation.” The authority of one book after 
another has been swept away until it has become generally 
understood that in the Old Testament, at least, there is no 
inspired revelation at all. It seems, therefore, time indeed 
that Jahveh joined the other dead gods of history. “  IIo 
but usurped his life," and during the past half century has 
simply “  crawled toward death.”

In Mr. F. Frankfort Moore’s remarkable novel, Phyllis 
of Philistia, there are various striking allusions to Jahvoh 
as the world now knows him, and to Jahveh’s special 
friends whom no one now-a-days would care to know. A  
fashionable Rationalist clergyman, the Rev. George Holland, 
writes a book in which the favorites of the Jewish God aro 
severely but justly handled. For this, Phyllis breaks off 
her engagement with the rev. gentleman. Phyllis says : 
“ I could not marry an Atheist, however sincere ho might 
be.” “ An Atheist!” exclaims Lady Eirlscourt; “ Mr. 
Holland is not an Atheist. On the contrary, ho actually 
believes that there aro two god s : one worshipped of tho 
Jews long ago, the other by us now-a-days.”

Undoubtedly Jahveh has been superseded, and it may 
bo truly said of any Christian believer who would still 
present him as tho model of divine perfection : “ lie  hates 
him [Jahveh] who would upon the rack of this tough 
world stretch him out longer.”

Theso references to Shakespearo suggest the reproduction 
of a very pertinent inquiry in the before-mentioned novel : 
“  Why,” asks the Rev. Mr. Holland, “ should not Shake­
spearo bo sung in tho churches—Shakespearo’s divino poetry 
— instead of tho nonsenso rhymes that people call hymns V

F r a n c is  N e a l e .

PLEASING GOD.

L o o k in g  into a Sunday school not long sinco, whilo tho 
supciintcndent was addressing the school, I heard once 
more the old chestnut that I had heard a thousand times 
before : “  Children, strive always to please God.” And
each little, innocent simpleton looked as though that was 
the proper thing to do, having been told it so often that it 
had become in their unthinking minds, not a lesson to hi 
thought about, but a phrase, a flower of speech, an old 
story to bo sung, a part of the ceremony to be performed, 
and the duty was done when they had piously listened to 
it.

It is a favorite phrase, and wo hear it everywhere, from 
the Salvation Army hobo in the gutter, in his grotesquo 
uniform of red and blue, to tho bishop at tho altar in his 
flowing white gown. “  Livo so as to please God.” What 
does it mean, and how aro wo to please God ? If God is 
infinite in wisdom, in goodness, and in power, he must bo 
abundantly able to please himself; why should he care 
whether we please him or not 1 Nobody knows what will 
please him but himself, and he won’t tell us, but hides
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himself away up above the stars beyond the scope of our 
most powerful telescopes; whether over Texas, or in the 
directly contrary direction over China, we never can know. 
It is true the ministers and priests undertake to tell us 
what will please him, but can we rely upon what they tell 
us when it is palpably evident that all they tell us i3 just 
what will please themselves 1 Then they will say, There is 
the Bible; that will tell you how to please God. Will it ? 
I propose in this article to show that the Bible is as unre­
liable as the ministers and priests are, and that the rules 
laid down by the Bible cannot be trusted to please any 
reasonable God. But the Bible God is not reasonable ; on 
the contrary, he is so changeable and capricous that no man 
can tell what is likely to please him. The priests have 
been obliged to invent excuses for him ; to account for his 
capricious conduct by saying that “  his ways are not as our 
ways” ; for that reason we can never know how to take 
him when he violates all rules of reason and common sense, 
nor know whether any conduct of ours will please him or 
not.

He even cheats his own priests, and puts a lying spirit 
into their mouths, as he did in the case of Ahab (1 Kings 
xxii. 22). Ahab was anxious to please God, so much so 
that he kept four hundred priests to tell him how to do it. 
God had a grudge against him, notwithstanding his piety, 
and wanted to get him killed ; so he put a lying spirit into 
all these four hundred priests to put him up to go to war 
against Ramoth Gilead, where God had arranged matters 
so that he should be killed. And he was killed for no 
reason at all but trusting the priests and trying to please 
God.

That lying spirit has stuck to the priests from that day 
to this ; it won’t do to take their word for what will please 
God. The Bible is God’s word, of course— the priests tell 
Us so ; but this little story about Ahab, and tho conspiracy 
of God and the priests against him, shows that it won’t do 
to believe any of them, nor the Bible either.

In old times, when God was only a wooden image, or a 
brass one, or some other metal set up before the eyes of the 
people, it was just the same as now. God did not speak, 
nor give any other indication of what would please him ; 
but ho had a crowd of priests around him, who told the 
people that he liked tho smell of burning flesh and blood, 
and to please him they must bring their sacrifices, which, 
of course, went to the benefit of the priests. And when 
tho pooplo wcro sufficiently submissive they went still 
further; and if they found a fellow who didn’t believe in 
their right to speak for God, nor in their knowledge of 
'vhat would please him, then God required a human sacri­
fice; and the heretic was burned on the altar under the 
uose of God, thus pleasing him, or at least pleasing the 
priests, which amounted to the same thing; they got rid 
of a dangerous enemy, and taught the peopio the danger of 
free thinking, or at least free talking.

After a while tho pooplo became a little civilized,and too 
sharp to bo fooled with tho wooden or brazen imago, and 
the hocus-pocus performance before him. When science 
had demonstrated that theso gods could do them neither 
good nor harm, and faith in tho priests was growing faint, 
'hen it becamo necessary to yield a little to tho scientific 
f Pi tit of tho ago, and save the power and influence of the 
priesthood, by giving up the wooden and brass gods and 
sotting up invisible gods, so far off up in the sky that they 
could not bo examined by the laity, and proved to be as 
harmless and holpless as tho wooden ones.

Hut theso invisible, or, more properly, non-existent, gods 
Were to have all tho powors and appetites that had formerly 
been ascribed to tho old visiblo gods, and tho priests were 
s'ill to bo their agents to tell us what thoy said, and what 
Y° want to do to please them, as well as what they would 
(lo to us if wo did not please them.

So the old racket was still worked, and ignorant people, 
ar>xious to know how to please tho gods, sought tho pr iests, 
and wero instructed to obey them and bring their sacrifices 
~~ln money by this time— and they would sec that the 
gods got tho benefit of them. But they never prodtreed 
any receipts to show that tho promiso had been fulfilled, 
iheir dupes must havo faith in their word, or else tho gods 
' vo"ld not be pleased.

As time went on and knowledge increased, tho gods 
began to die out. In tho most enlightened parts of the 
®arth they are all dead but one, and ho seems to bo 
]n declining health. We have ecclesiastical authority for 
saying that two-thirds of the people of Europe and America !

don’t care whether they please him or not. Many of them 
are willing to go to church—if it is a fashionable one, 
and the upholstery is fine and comfortable; but they have 
no “  living faith ” in what the priest tells them. Tho 
music must be first-class, but nobody troubles themselves 
about the sermon. A  brass band has been introduced in 
some churches as an attraction; and Talmages, in New 
York, employed the most famous cornet player of that 
city, for a while, in imitation of the ram’s horns of the 
Jews that blew down the walls of Jericho ; but the horn of 
Levy even does not seem to make any impression upon the 
walls of the modern Jericho.

If God’s ways were like our ways, it might readily be 
supposed that no better way could be devised to please 
him than to treat him to the splendid intonation, technic, 
and expression of Levy’s cornet playing; but when we 
remember that he is a “ being without body, parts, or 
passions,” it is difficult to conceive how he could bo 
pleased with music that, having no ears, he could not 
hear. The same difficulty applies to the prayers that are 
recommended by the priests as a performance likely to 
please him. Bsing located a long way above the atmo­
sphere, and all sound being but vibrations of that medium, 
of course no sound can ever reach him where there was no 
air to convey it, even if he has ears. Evidently he 
cannot be pleased by any sounds, and the attempt to 
please him by appealing to the sense of hearing might as 
well bo given up.

As he has no organs of sight, he cannot be pleased by 
our kneeling before him ; and even such a performance as 
King David’s, when he pulled off his trousers and danced 
around the ark of the covenant, must have been of no 
effect as a means of communicating pleasure to God, even 
supposing he had an appreciation of the ridiculous. Again, 
the astronomers tell us that no object is so small or so 
distant that no parallax can be drawn from it and 
measured, or is perceptible to sight. (A  parallax is the 
angle formed by two lines drawn from the opposite sides of 
an object, and converging to a point in the eye of the 
observer.) If the object is so distant that no perceptible 
parallax can be drawn, then the object cannot be expected 
to convey any idea of what it is, or what it is doing. If 
God had eyes as big as tho Lick telescope, he could not 
derive either pleasure or pain from anything that wo 
might do. What is the use, then, of trying to pleaso 
God 1 Wo havo no communication with him, and so far 
as wo know he will never know that we aro trying to 
pleaso him; neither can we know whether he is pleased 
or not.

We can safely and profitably lay aside all cares and fears 
about God. lie  has never done anything to disturb tho 
peace of tho world, nor of families, whatever the Gospels 
may havo said about him; and ho never will. A  God 
without body, parts, or passions can bo nothing but •an 
idea, a principle, or method of action, which wo term tho 
laws of nature, and which priests have personified and 
made into a bugaboo to frighton fools with. W e speak of 
the principle upon which the mechanical forces act, tho 
lover, tho pully, tho inclined piano, the screw, otc.; but who 
but a knave or fool would think of personifying such 
principles, giving the masculine name, and speaking of 
them as he, him, and his ? But that is just what tho 
priests havo dono for tho mechanical principle upon which 
tho universo works, and they persistently oxhort us to try 
always to please that mechanical principle— which mean 
only to please them. J. P . R ic h a r d s o n .

— Independent Pulpit.

it  need not be disputed that religious institutions have 
been a necessary accompaniment—often a useful one—of 
human progress. But the question for us is, not what was 
the value of religion when man was a savage, who thought 
one big “ god ” hurled thunderbolts from his residence in 
tho clouds, and that another dwelt in an ocean cave to send 
tho devastating hurricane and earthquake, but what is its 
value to-day, when men have learned, at all events partially, 
to control the powers they once thought were supernatural, 
and have replaced their former ignorant reliance upon 
“ superior powers ” by self-dependence and an intelligent 
belief in tho universal reign of law ? Wo venture the firm 
opinion that not only has religion ceased to have any 
useful moral effect, but that all dogmatic religious beliefs 
are radically opposed to true morality, and stand in the 
way of all progress.— /. Spencer Ellis.
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SUNLESS SEAS OF SOLID STONE.

W hen thoughtful people try to fit 
The growth of grass and tree

W ith common sense and “ Holy W rit,”
They find they don’t agree.

But ante-solar grass and trees 
The folk can well admit

W ho “ swallow” anfe-solar seas :
The Bible-ites, to wit.

The old Creation tale was told 
Within a sultry zone

By folk who didn’t know that cold 
Turns water into stone.

Without the sun, no rain, nor lake,
Nor stream could ever b e ;

It is his mighty rays that make 
The dew-drop, sap, and sea.

The thought of p-c-sun rain or sea 
Would all our knowledge mock ;

Sans Sol, the sea like stone would be,
And adamantine rock.

When winter’s truant, furtive, sun 
His sidelong glances throws,

The frigid streamlets cease to run ;
The rill no longer flows.

Before the sun was made, we’re told,
Jehovah made the seas ;

Apparently, before the cold 
Had learned the way to freeze.

To-day the cold will freeze the seas 
When feebly shines the sun ;

But Bible seas refused to freeze 
Though sunshine there was none !

G. L. Mackenzie.

ACID DROPS.
Emi’EROB W illiam stands level with God Almighty in 
Germany. One is protected by the law of blasphemy, and 
the other by the law of sedition. It is a positive crime in 
Germany to say anything disrespectful of the Emperor. 
Critics were prosecuted for hinting that his musical compo­
sitions were not quite worthy of Beethoven. Any person 
who said he was not exactly as wise as Solomon, or as 
handsome as Apollo, would soon have leisure to think it over 
again in a government hotel. Even talk in private circles 
is not privileged. A young Silesian engineer has just been 
sent to prison for six months for a remark he made in the 
domestic circle about the little-great William. His mother- 
in-law reported him to the authorities ! Emperor William 
should invite that lady to the next court ball.

Dr. Stanton Coit, the Ethical Culturist, has been put 
forward as one of the School Board candidates for We3t 
Lambeth. Speaking on Clapliam-common last Sunday, the 
Chronicle reports him as sajing this : “ Rather than permit 
on the one hand the introduction of creeds and catechisms, 
or on the other consent to the utter exclusion of the Bible 
and religious teaching, he would let the Compromise stand 
until the teachers were qualified to give instruction in those 
great moral principles which make good citizens, and which 
should be the foundation of all good government.” If this 
is a correct report, and if such is the spirit of the Ethical 
Culturists, we do not see how the Secularists are to continue 
working with them on the recently-formed Committee of 
Moral Instruction. The Secularists are against religious 
teaching in Board schools first of all, and they will not 
abandon that opposition for the mere sake of co-operating 
with the Ethical Culturists.

Russia is a land of strange sects. A  report comes of a 
new one founded by Alexander Panjaschko. Its central 
idea is the devilishness of the body. The l’anjaschkovtzi 
never wash, never shave, never cut their nails, and never 
change their clothes, nor do they ever clean their houses, 
and the food they eat is scarcely fit for dogs. Their morality 
seems to he on a par with their habits. A  considerable 
number of thorn aro said to exist in the province of Saratov.

Anglolillo, the assassin o! Canova«, died with a courage 
worthy of bettor oaipse. He declined the attention« of

the priests with firmness, though with courtesy. They 
wanted to help him make his peace with God, and he said 
that he could do all that himself; besides, he did not believe 
in the existence of God. The doctor could not detect any 
change in his pulse. What a pity that such courage and 
steadfastness were not turned to a better account!

The King of Siam (according to the Westminster Gazette) 
has been invited to place himself at the head of the reformed 
Buddhist movement, which was started some years ago in 
Ceylon. One part of the program of this movement is the 
training of missionaries to spread Buddhism throughout 
the world. A  great central college is, if possible, to be 
established in India. It is hoped that a reunion will be 
brought about of all the Buddhist sects. If this can be 
achieved, there will be a new power in the East. Signifi­
cantly enough, there is also a revival of the old aggressive 
spirit in tbe Mohammedan world. If the devotees of 
Brahmanism should also be united, Christianity will find 
itself face to face with three powerful religions, and will 
probably meet with much trouble.

Miss Kingsley, who, wo believe, is a daughter of the Rev. 
C. Kingsley, bears testimony to the baleful effects of 
Christian civilization on the natives of West Africa. In her 
Travels she urges upon those at home “ the importance of 
combining technical instruction in their mission teaching, 
which, by instilling into the African mind ideas of discipline 
and providing him with manual occupation, will save him 
from those relapses which are now the reproach of mission­
ary effort and the curse and degradation of the African.”

An Englishman in the Philippines gave this testimony as 
to the doings of the Spanish authorities there. He said : 
“ In an old dungeon in the fortress of Manila some hundred 
people were thrown in one night. There was scarcely room 
for thirty. The miserable wretches were up to their knees 
in filthy and putrid mud. Next morning fifty-nine corpses 
were taken out. I am told the Spaniards are actually 
nailing the natives’ hands up to the walls and flagellating 
them, applying the thumbscrew, etc.” Spain prides itself 
upon being a Christian country. It is Christian, and, more­
over, it provides a valuable lesson as to what Christianity 
was, and is, apart from secular influences of civilization.

Mr. A. Pigeon, in the Crescent, bears testimony that the 
so-called Spanish Anarchists are men of refinement and 
education, who would in this country be considered as mild, 
but rather unpractical, Liberals.

The British Wteldy records that Protestants are met with 
intolerance in Spain. The church of the Irish Presbyterian 
Mission College at Puerto, Santa Maria, near Cadiz, has 
been closed by order of the authorities, the pastor being 
reminded that “ there was no religious liberty in Spain.”

In last week’s Echo Mr. W. Hudson inquired what were 
the marks of the true Church as revealed in the New 
Testament. He was immediately answered by Mr. G. L. 
Mackenzie and H. Reilly, both of whom pointed him to 
Christ’s last words as recorded in Mark xvi. 17, 18 : “ And 
these signs shall follow them that believe. In my name 
shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new 
tongues ; they shall take up serpents; and if they drink 
any deadly thing it shall not hurt them.” Nothing more 
could be required than that all claiming to bo Christians 
should be submitted to Christ’s own tests.

“ Christ’s true disciples all may know 
By signs like some of these;

They cast out demons as they go,
And conquer all disease.

“ They take up deadly serpents oft,
Without the least alarm,

And drink the poison lethic draught 
Secure from death or harm.”

The Rev. R. C. Fillingham, the Radical rector of Hexton, 
says: “ The fact is, the ordinary clergyman thinks Liberalism 
means disendowment, and, as he considers the cash-box more 
than Christianity, he won’t have anything to do with it.” 
Mr. Fillingham seems to understand the gentlemen of his 
own cloth.

The average salary of a Presbyterian minister in the 
United States, according to the Interior, is “ but little, if 
anything, more than that of a mechanic.” His ability, how­
ever, is vastly less, and his use infinitesimal in comparison.

The American Coiujreyationalist, in a recent issue, com­
ments on the illusory character and uncertain valuo of 
church statistics. Of 5,482 churches in its own connection 
2,148 have less than forty members each, and many have 
less than ten. President McLean, of the Pacific Theological 
fjerpipary, is cjuoted as saying that jn California “ fhere grfl
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one hundred churches too m any; and, if they should die 
oil, it would be the best thing for the kingdom of God.”

Divinity Doctor Witherspoon, of Louisville Theological 
Seminary, says, in the Homiletic Review, that the statistics 
of church attendance in the United States are “ simply 
appalling.” This despite the fact that the churches are run 
as social club?, and made attractive with orchestras, prima 
donnas, sensational sermons, and pulpit harlequinade.

The Rev. Mace Coleman killed Professor Pattersea at 
Montgomery, Alabama, on the 28th ult., at the Baptist 
Congress there in session.

Edward Hext, alias McFarlane, of Chesham, is doing three 
months’ hard labor for stealing jewellery and money from 
a public-house where he had been given a night’s lodging 
because he said he was penniless. During the night of 
the prisoner’s arrest he aroused the police by praying 
loudly in his cell. He asked God to put it into the hearts 
of the magistrates to give him another chance. His prayer 
■was heard. Five previous convictions were brought against 
him,_ and the magistrates gave him a whole quarter to 
continue the second part of his prayer—namely, that God 
would enable him to turn over a new leaf. Probably it is 
not what he really wanted ; but that is a matter between 
bimself and “ the one above.”

The attention of subscribers to the Hospital Sunday Fund 
should be drawn to a care reported in the Daily Mail of 
August 18. It appears that a young woman known to Mr. 
W. Sowerbutts, of the London City Mission, as a poor and 
very worthy applicant wanted a wooden leg, her old one 
being perfectly useless after ten years of hard wear. Being 
without means of obtaining a new one, she was sent first to 
the Mansion Hous», and thence directed to the office of the 
Hospital Sunday Fund. They gave her a form which must 
bs signed by the minister of the church to which the 
applicant belongs. The poor girl attended no church or 
chapel, and has in consequence to remain without a leg. 
We know that Freethinkers in the parks and elsewhere 
have subscribed to this fund, and have had occasion 
before now, in connection with the question of the employ­
ment of nurses, to recommend that subscriptions shall rather 
be given to the Hospital Saturday Fund, which is more open 
to popular control. A  powerful leverage is given to the 
clergy by making the distribution of public charity depend 
on their goodwill.

Arthur William Brown, an inmate of one of General 
Booth’s shelters at King’s Gross, has been sentenced to three 
days’ imprisonment for stealing and selling waste-paper. 
It came out in the evidence that the prisoner had to draw 
about a barrow all day collecting waste-paper for the Army, 
and could bring in as much as nine shillings' worth a day. 
For this work he received his bed and food, which he said 
was not fit to eat, and the magnificent sum of sixpenco a 
week. This is what General Booth calls elevating the 
residuum and finding work for the unemployed. If it were 
done by a private employer, it would be called sweating. 
But circumstances, especially religious ones, alter cases.

“ Blood and Fire” is General Booth’s trade mark and the 
niotto of the Salvation Army, and one would think that his 
soldiers were well used to both items. But when a false 
alarm of “ Fire I’ was raised at the Congress Hall, Clapton, 
on Sunday evening, there was a wild rush for the doors. 
Several persons were injured, and many were carried away 
in a fainting condition. ____

Mr. Slue), the magistrate at Westminster Police-court, 
seems to be quite fanatical in his love of the compulsory 
vaccination laws. Frederic Longman being summoned for 
refusing to have his child vaccinated, a medical certificate 
was produced that the child was unfit for the operation. 
As the certificate was obtained, very naturally, after the 
summons, Mr. Shiel said that ho should fine the defendant 
£ l and 2s. costs,or fourteen days’ hard laborin default. He 
adhered to this decision, although told that the child was in 
a dying condition ; indeed, the child actually died while the 
case was proceeding, and is now beyond the reach of vaccina­
tion officers and magistrates. Such acts of “ authority” 
breed anarchy and contempt and hatred of the laws.

The Sydney Bulletin says of the Australian production of 
the “ Sign of the Cross” : “ The attendance at any lime is 
largely composed of brethren who have found salvation, 
the typical brother, shedding his oily beam upon this 
beautiful play, is a droll study in self-gratulation. He 
bangs his cold, damp paws together, and beats the carpet 
with his redeemed feet, when the patriarchal Christian (a,d. 
fit) says, ‘ The Kingdom of God is at hand,’ for there is 
much Y.M.C.A. comfort in the thought that the Kingdom 
tnust certainly have arrived and got to a high state of 
perfection during the past 1833 years, And, again, when 
file flidrly Pagans i/i.o. 04) complain that their modern

waltz-melody stands no chance against the fin-de-siecle hymn 
tune of early Christianity, the d.c. pietist revels in the 
Pagan’s discomfiture. He refers to the musical ‘ fight 
between Pluto and Christus’ as a noble dramatic con­
ception, quite forgetting for the moment, that Messrs. Moody 
and Sankey, likewise General Booth, bomoan the Devil’s 
luck in capturing all the best tune?. And again, the 
brother aforesaid demonstrates with his four limbs upon 
hearing from the wicked stage that Pontius Pilate found no 
evil in the Nazarene. At this point the enthusiast is apt to 
glance triumphantly around the theatre, as though he 
would like to know whether Infidelity can find anything to 
say after that.”

Another writer in the same paper remarks: “ The 
dialogue of ‘ The Sign of the Cross’ is bald, recalling 
Sheridan on the purple patches of Itichard Cumberland : 
‘ lumps of marl on a barren moor, encumbering what it is 
not in their power to fertilize.’ An actor’s play. The bites 
in Barrett’s sentences are plundered from Holy Writ, except 
one from Carlyle: ‘ What is Life 1 A  gleam of Time 
between two eternities.’ Whereupon the amphitheatre 
gives the conveyancer a round of plaudits.”

The vicar of Marylebone put a lot of Ritualistic trumpery 
into his church, in opp isition to the wishes of his parishioners. 
Many do the same. But this vie ar forgot to get a faculty 
from the Bishop of London for his innovations. His church­
wardens petitioned against him, and a side aisle of St. Paul’s 
Cathedral was devoted to hearing the proceedings, much to 
the amusement of visitors to the Cathedral.

By the way, we wonder that the objectors to the reredos 
at St. Paul’s do not lift their voices against the new cartoon, 
which is quite a secular representation of a text which may 
be claimed as Atheistic—that in Ecclesiastes which says : 
“ Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy m ight; 
for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom 
in the grave whither thou goest.”

The Rsv. Thomas Needham, of New Brunswiek New 
Jersey, has caused a sensation by asserting that “ there are 
no female angels in heaven; they are all men, and will be 
a mighty army.” Of course he has scripture for it. All 
the angels mentioned in the Bible are masculine ; moreover, 
their advent among the daughters of men was often followed 
by an increase of the population.

The Sunday World, of New York, solicited the views of 
many theologians on this knotty point. The Rev. T. 
Douglas, of the West Fifty-first-street Presbyterian Church, 
says that in the hereafter we shall recognise each other, 
“ but not as male and female.” He wisely refrains from 
explaining this. The Rev. J. M. Henderson, pastor of 
Bethel Methodist Church, knows all about it. He says : 
“ There is no such thing as sex in the spiritual world, either 
here or hereafter.” But Mr. Billington Booth will have none 
of it. He knows that his “ own inother is in heaven,” and 
believes women are wanted in the celestial choir.

Some time ago the Rev. (4. D. Ilaughton, B A ., published 
a book entitled Sex in the World to Come, in which lie con­
tended that sexual distinctions would be retained. Sweden­
borg, in his profound work on The Deliyhts of Wisdom 
Relating to Conjugial Love, and the Pleasures of Insanity 
Relating to Scortatory Love, goes a deal further, and con­
tends that not only are men males and women females 
after death, but that love of the sex remains and marriages 
are contracted. ____

Joseph E. Card o h , an elder of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of the Latter-day-Saints, writes to the Boston Investigator 
an article headed “ God is in Form like Man.” He cites 
Jesus as saying that “ He that hath seen mo hath seen the 
Father,” and shows from the old book that men are made 
after the similitude of God (Jas. iii. !)). . Adam walked and 
conversed with God. The Lord talked and ate with 
Abraham, who also washed his feet (Gen. xxxii. 24-20). 
Jacob saw him face to face (Gen. xxxii. 20, 30). Moses 
talked with him as one man talks with another (Ex. xxxiii. 
1 1 ) ; and he also saw his back parts. He promised to speak 
with Moses mouth to mouth (Num. xii. 8). We are told in 
the fifth chapter of Deuteronomy that he has a hand and an 
arm. The Psalm (cxxxix. 10) tells us he has eyes, and 
Isaiah (xxx. 27) says he has lips and a tongue. John 
describes his head, hair, and eyes (Rev. i. 14).

Elder Cardon concludes that “ God not only possesses a 
IkxIy and parts, but ilesh, bones, and sinews, nnd all the 
attributes, organs, senses, and allrctions of a perfect man. 
This is the Mormon doctrine, and the saints have a hymn

Tho God that others worship is not tho God for mo,
Ho has no parts nor passions, and cannot hoar or tseo i 

But I ’vo a God who has a heart to feel and eyes to sec 
0 that’« the G od( 0 that's the God, 0 that’s the God for rt)0<
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A scene occurred at St. Peter’s Roman Catholic church at 
Blackburn last Sunday. Father Upan, the curate, was 
preaching when Father Kirwip, the rector, violently rang 
the sanctuary bell, and compelled him to stop. After some 
high words with the rector the curate resumed his sermon, 
hut after a few minutes the rector peremptorily ordered him 
to retire. It was explained by Father Kirwin that he 
stopped the sermon because his curate would not bow his 
head at the mention of the holy name, and the congregation 
dispersed amid great excitement.

The unco’ guid have come near having more deaths at 
their doors. The steamship Victoria, being unable to use 
the pier at Dunoon to land her passengers on Sunday, was 
Fending them ashore in boats. One of the boats capsized, 
and its ten occupants were thrown into the water. They 
were rescued with much difficulty, one of them passing right 
under the steamer. The passengers then demanded to be 
landed on the pier, and, the steamer coming alongside, they 
went for the entrance, and burst it open with the aid of a 
wheelbarrow. The police were there, but offered no resist­
ance.

The Jews have suffered such Christian treatment in 
Russia, Austria, and Roumania that it is no wonder they 
desire to set up a State of their own, where they will b3 at 
liberty to develop their lives in their own fashion. But it is 
very doubtful if they will carry out Zionism in Palestine. 
The present Sultan will not resign what is as much holy 
ground to the Moslem as to the Jew. Moreover, the country 
is too sterile to support a large population.

Despite the taboo put on the Zionist Congress at Bale, 
there is no doubt the project of a Jewish State has excited 
such hopes in the poorer ones of the chosen race that it 
will not he allowed to drop until definite efforts have been 
made for its realization.

As late as the time of William III., when money was 
needed to prosecute the war with France, it was seriously 
proposed to exact, under the semblanca of taxation, a 
hundred thousand pounds from the Jews. This proposition, 
says Macaulay, 11 was at first favorably received by the 
House, but difficulties arose. The Jews presented a petition 
in which they declared that they could not afford to pay 
such a sum, and that they would rather leave the kingdom 
than stay there to be ruined.” After some discussion the 
Jew-tax was abandoned.

At a Conference of the Church Missionaries of Ceylon 
the European missionaries had a breakfast at the Mission 
House together, while the native ones were sent to break­
fast at the house of a native schoolmaster. Commenting on 
this, the Buddhist, of Colombo, Ceylon (July 30), says that 
the day of Christian missionaries doing any good is past. 
It remarks: “ We are fully aware that neither the good 
men of Europe, who contribute largely for the support of 
Eastern missions, nor the pious and liberal-minded clergy, 
know the proceedings and methods of their agents here. If 
1hey_ know them, we are certain that many of the English 
missionaries here, who are driving about in stylish turnouts, 
and living in fashionable bungalows, with servants ad lib, 
and who feel it a shame to be seen seated with a brother 
native clergyman, will not be kept hero a day longer than 
they can help.” ___

Jones has just returned from a visit to the Holy Land. 
He says he should never have thought, if he had not been 
forewarned, that God would have chosen such a sterile, 
stoney, and verminous country as his birthplace and 
residence. Even Western enterprise has not yet made the 
roads decent. The chief industry is preying on pilgrims ; 
the leading manufacture, “ objects of piety.” Fancy the 
smile with which Jews carve crosses out of bogus “ wood 
from the Mount of Olives” to sell to Christian travellers.

The birthplace of the second person of the Trinity is, as 
Justin Martyr said it was, a cave, known as the Grotto of 
the Nativity. That there may be no doubt about the spot, 
it. has a Latin inscription : IJic de Virgine Maria Jesus 
Christas vatus est. The romance is rather spoilt by the 
dirty and evil-smelling priests who are always in attendance 
to explain ihings and take the cash. Among things ex­
plained are, that a white marble slab represents the cradle 
of the Savior, and that an aperture represents a spring 
which God caused to flow from the rock for the use of the 
Holy Family, and which was stopped when they departed 
for Egypt-. It seems a pity God doesn’t provide water and 
soap for the priests.

You can see for a little extra payment the very spot 
where Joseph met the angel who explained things to him. 
Another coin will show you the tomb where are buried all 
the innocents massacred by Herod (Jones believed this), and 
close by are the tombs of the holy saints Eusebius, Eustoffna, 
Jeroie, and other pie'ists who studied and prayed in the

caves of Bethlehem. One of the most holy of these caves 
is called the Milk Grotto, because the B.V.M., in offering 
lacteal nourishment to her juvenile divinity, spilled some 
drops from her at once virginal and maternal bosom. Ever 
since a chip of stone from the rock (price three dollars) is a 
sure cure for milk stoppage. Surely such a cave is worth 
goiDg to see.

Jones says that the dirtiest chapel of all in Palestine—and 
that is saying a bold word—is the chapel at the Shepherds’ 
Grotto, where the angels announced the supernatural birth 
to the shepherds. Whole generations of pastoral keepers 
seem to have left their effluvia there. The conclusion Jones 
has come to from his inspection of the Holy Land is that 
the inhabitants must all have originally b_>en troglodytes 
living in caves. Stoning, he thinks, must have been 
their principal diversion, as stoning to death was certainly 
their form of punishment.

On the Mount of Olives they still show the marks of the 
footprints of Jesus when he ascended from this earth to 
some of the other planets. Jones inquired how it happened 
that, if the body of the Lord was so light that he could levitate 
aloft, his feet were so heavy as to leave such infernal kicks 
behind him. He was told that St. Jerome, in the fourth 
century, certified to the footprints, and therewith expressed 
himself perfectly content. Jones says that the only native 
of Palestine for whom he has any esteem is the ass. It was 
the only one that did not continually cry for “ backsheesh.” 
But he found one sufficient. He did not try ridiDg into 
Jerusalem on two.

Dr. St. George Mivart, the Catholic naturalist, says in 
Francisan Annals that “ not less than twenty thousand 
human lives are annually lost by serpent bites in India.” 
He does not state how he reconciles the fact with an ever- 
watchiog Providence.

As a matter of fact, religious superstition is largely 
responsible for the excessive mortality from snake bites. 
The natives regard all kinds of serpents with reverential 
awe, which makes them antagonize efforts for their destruc­
tion.

Godless scoffers in the bush are again reminded by the 
drought that, previous to the advent of priests, parson», 
gospel-shops, and Salvation Army, rains were abundant 
(comparatively), dandry spells of infrequent occurrence. 
The moral whereof whoso runs may read.

Bishop Meyers, of Melbourne (bishop of Nat. Kinsman’s 
church—own make), has been lecturing on “ Drunken 
Parsons I have Met.” He tells of one minister who was so 
tight that he went to sleep in the middle of his own 
sermon. Bishop Meyers shouldn’t jump to conclusions. 
We have often seen good teetotalers fall asleep in the 
middle of a sermon—why should tho parson always escape 
the influence 1— Sydney Bulletin.

Canon Pennington tells in the Guardian how he, as a 
diocesan inspector of schools, “ always asked the children, 
chiefly the children of Nonconformists,” questions bearing 
on denominational religious instruction. He says, in so 
many words: “ We are training the children of Noncon­
formists to be children of the Church.” This is exactly so, 
and is likely to remain so till Nonconformists come to see 
that the school is the place for secular instruction only.

“ Give us this day our daily bread,” Jesus Christ taught 
all Christians to pray. That was nearly two thousand 
years ago, and now comes Mr. T. P. O’Connor, who asks, in 
the Daily Telegraph, whether daily bread is a good thing. 
He inclines to believe, with the late Mr. Isaac Holden, M.P., 
that bread is not the proper staff of life, and that our con­
sumption of it tends to diminish our longevity. Mr. 
O'Connor will have to reckon with his Savior—that i->, if he 
has one.

If a Rabbi should happen to die in Jerusalem at a time 
when the rain which annually fills the cisterns has been long 
in coming, and much anxiety has arisen in consequence, a 
piece of the dead man’s shroud is cut off, dipped in water, 
and placed in his hand, so that he may not forget to pray 
for rain when he reaches the other side.—Lucy M. J. Garnett, 
“ Women o f Turkey,” vol. ii.,p. 09.

Josephus is careful not to tell that the Jews had no smith 
in Israel (lSam . xiii. 19). If at a later period no Israelite 
could obtain a spear or sword except Saul and Jonathan, 
how could the Israelites have gone out of Egypt an armed 
host? (Ex. xiii. 18; xiv. 8).—S. F. Dunlap, “ The Ghebers of 
Hebron,” p. 2U-

Every tyrant has been of the opinion frankly expressed 
by Napoleon: “ Priests are the most splendid gifts which 
Heaven can make to a Government.”-—/. S. Stuart Glennie, 
Introduction to the “ Women of Turkey:'
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Mr. Foote’s Engagem ents.

Sunday, August 29, Athenaeum Hull, 73 Tottenham Court-road, 
London, W ., at 7.30, “  God’s Prison.”

September 5, Manchester ; 26, Birmingham.
October 10, Glasgow.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Mr . Charles W atts’s L ecturing E ngagements.— September 
5 and 12, Athenaeum Hall, Tottenham Court-road, London. 
October 3, Sheffield; 10, Birm ingham ; 24, Halifax Sunday 
Society. November 7, Glasgow. December 5, Manchester. 
— All communications for Mr. W atts should be sent to 
him (if a reply is required, a stamped and addressed envelope 
must be enclosed) at 81 Effra-road, Brixton, London, S .W .

S. H artmann, N. S. S. treasurer, as we are going to press, acknow­
ledges a cheque for £2  towards the new Scheme, from the veteran 
A. Tripp, o f Brighton.

J. A. Fleming.—Nothing of the sort intended. W e have no 
room at present for more on tho subject.

A. E. E ldebkin .—Canon Taylor’s articles on the failure of mis­
sions appeared in the Fortnightly Review for, we think, October, 
1887.

Spanish Exilvs F und.—National Secular Society’s E x 'cu tive , 
£2 2s.; G. W . Foote, 10s. 6d ; J. M. Wheeler, 5s.

Mr . E. CorLAND, the writer c f the sketch i f Mrs. Law (p 540), 
points out that the sentence, “ The Anti-M i sionirv Meeting at 
Manchester,”  ought to road “  The Anti-Missionary I Far Meeting 
at Newcastle.”

T homas MacLiish .— Many thanki for your prom pt reply to our 
inquiry. The fact that Dr. McDonald, of Glasgow, who certifies 
to the torture-marks on Francisco Gana, is a slrong Conservative 
and Churchman is one of extreme importance.

I’oliceman.—T hanks for your interesting letter. Kindly send us 
what you refer to if it appears.

1 G. W . B lythe .— T here has of late been grea t pressure upon our 
space, and we fear there would be very littlo interest now in the 
subject you refer to.

J. R alston (Mothorwoll) has arranged with a newsagent to exhibit 
a Freethinker contentB-sheet; th i newsagent taking in a good 
supply c f the pap’ r, and friends urdertaking to pay for any 
unso’d copies. This correspondent hopes to see Mr. Foote at 
Mothorwell shortly.

D r. H enry’ Smith writes :—“ I remarked to a priest that of late 
I  had felt a great desire to do more good, to bo a better man, 
and to write more perfect y  and in a better stylo. This feeling, 
I said, had taken a strong hold on my mind. Ho quietly 
remarked, ‘ I t  is a symptom c f  a diseased liver.’ ”

R. Joslin.—The tract is so silly that we do not know how to 
criticise it. IIow can cno discuss with an idiot, or comment 
upon his drivellings ?

J . K. —You have perhaps overlooked our condition, that letters 
must be accompanied by the full narno and address of the 
writors. This is a universal press rule. Of courso your name 
and address can bo withheld from publication, tu t  should bo 
sent in as a guarantee of good faith.

B . Lees S umner (Birmingham) writes :— “  When on a littlo 
holiday a week since, I read your Prisoner fo r  Blasphemy. 
Anyono who wants a fillip to his Froethought should road it. I 
am sorry to hear it is ont of p 'in t. The romarkably bravo and 
a Mo way in which you defended yourself, and tho nobis cause 
of freo speech, is beyond all praise.”  W o have for somo lim e 
thought of abridging this book and publishing it at a smaller 
price, for tho sako of those who have onterod the Secular party 
sinco 1884, tho year of our liberation from Holloway Gaol.

J- C uff.—T hanks for tho subscription (acknowledged olstw he.c) 
and your good wishes.

G. F. D uplay.— You do not rea’ ly answor anything wo said.
With most of your letter we are vory much in agroemenf.

F. W . Swain.— Mr. Footo will try to offer you a dato if you can 
ob tv n  a > uitablo hall. Thanks for tho list o f subscribers to tho 
Treasurer’s Scheme.

P- 1).— Mirabaud’s (I)’ Holbach’s) System o f  Nature is poworfully 
written, though somewhat ditfuso and declamatory. An 
English translation is still published by Mr. Truolove, and can 
bo obtained abMr. Fordor’s, price 2s. lid.

J- Fish (Ghestor).—Mr. Footo will bo happy to pay your Branch a 
visit when ho is deliveri"g Sunday loctures in tho neighborhood 
—perhaps in Octobor or Novombor. Ho will writo to yc u when a 
dato can bo olforcd.

Mr . Foote’s Lecture Scheme.— A. J. M arriott, 2s. GL; J . Barry, 
>r,L This Scheme is pus. ended whilo an opportunity is given t > 
tho larger Treasurer’s Schome. A t tho same time, Mr. Footo is 
carrying out his engagement with Mr. C. Cohen till tho end of 
August, and this involves an expenditure which ought not to 
fall upon him alone.

A- J. Marriott.—Sorry to hear you havo been unwoll.
 ̂ R eceived.—Torch of Reason—Yogetarian Roviow—

Daily Ma i—Northern Daily Telegraph—Islo of Man Tim es— 
Su roy Com et—Bluo Grass Blade— Liberty— Lucifer—Now York 
Public Opinion— Sydnoy Bullotin—People’s Nowspaper— Dor 
Atme Teufel —Freidenkor—Tw o W orlds—L’Etoile Socialisto — 
I’ logtess’.ve Thinkor.

T he National Socular Society’s office is at No. 377 Strand, 
London, whore all letters should be addrossod to Miss Vance.

I t being contra-y to Post-Office regulations to announce on the 
wrapper when the Eubscription is due, subscribers will recsive 
the cum ber in a colored wrapper when their subscription 
expires.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by 
marking the passages to which they wish to call our attention.

Orders for literature should be sent to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stone­
cutter-street, E.C.

Letters for the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to 
28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.C.

Scale oj A dvertisements.—Thirty words, Is. Bd.; every suc­
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:—One inch, 
4s. 6d.; half column, £1 2s. 6d.; column, £2 5s. Special terms 
for repetitions.

SUGAR P L U MS .

Me. F oote had a fine audience at the Athenreum Hall on 
Sunday evening, including many ladies in tasteful summer 
costumes, and several American visitors. The lecture was 
on “ God and the Devil,” and was freely punctuated with 
laughter and applause. Mr. Foote occupies the same 
platform again this evening (August 29), taking for his 
subject “ God’s Prison.” ____

Mr. Chainey, of the Boston Investigator, was in Mr. Foote’s 
audience on Sunday evening. He is an extremely pleasant 
youDg man, with a very good head and a modest, engaging 
demeanor—so different from the typical Yankee of British 
imagination. Mr. Chainey spent an hour at Mr. Foote’s 
house after the lecture. He sailed for Boston on Thursday. 
We congratulate editor Mendum on having such a bright 
young colleague.

One attraction England will always have for the best 
Americans. It contains the graves of so many of the 
mighty dead in tho world of literature. Mr. Chainey spoke 
reverentially of his visit to tho grave of George Eliot at 
High gate.

The Chatham and Rochester Observer of Saturday last 
gives a very fair report of Mr. Watts’s recent lecture at 
New Brompton. It says : “ A large audience was attracted 
to hear this eloquent speaker.”

The same journal gives a graphic account of the annual 
“ outing” of the children and their parents belonging to 
the Chatham Secular Sunday-school, which, we are pleased 
to hear, is in a nourishing condition.

Mr. A. B. Moss’s annual holiday is over, and he has 
resumed work. On Sunday morning he lectured out of 
doors at Camberwell, and in the afternoon at Peckham, 
both meetings bfiug large and appreciative. Mr. Moss is 
now making up his winter list of engagements.

The holidays are getting over, and the days are shortening. 
Next week’s Freethinker will therefore contain a more 
thorough presentation of the Treasurer’s Scheme for the 
financial reorganization of tho National Secular Society. 
At the last meeting of the Executive a special sub-committee 
was appointed to attend to the promotion of this S:heme, 
and to report upon details as early as possible.

Next week we shall print a complete list of the promises 
up to date, so as to show exactly how the Scheme stands in 
this respect. Meanwhile we have to make some fresh 
acknowledgments. Mr. J. W. Gott promises 10s. annually. 
Writing to Mr. Hartmann, he says that there are half-a- 
dozen sympathizers in Bradford alone whom a collecting 
secretary might call upon with advantage. John CuiF 
promises £1 (paid) ; Alert, 5s.; J. Balston and brother 
(Motherwell), 10s. each. James Stan way promises 10s., and 
hopes to increase it before the end of the year. Mr. 
Partridge sends another Birmingham promise, J. C. Bridges, 
10s. (id. Mr. Swain sends tho following promises from tlio 
Derby Branch :— W. H. Whitney, 1(R; C. Harper, 5s.; F. W. 
Swain, 5».; J. Brownsword, 5*.; T. Newton, 5s.; J. Brooks, 
5 l ; H. McGuinness, 5s.; T. Gorbell, 5->. Mr. Fish sends 
three promises from Chester:—J. Edwards, 5l ; Todd, 5s.; 
Fish, 5s. ____

Joseph Kimberley (Bermondsey) says he thought of 
promising 5s., but then be thought “ that is only a penny a 
week,” so he resolved to forego a certain amount of tobacco, 
and put the price of it on his suhscriplion. He promises 
15s. himself, and has induced three of his shopmates to 
promise a donation—F. Simons, 10s.; Luke Brooker, 10s.; 
James BoormaD, 10s. These are all working men, and how 
many more could imitate their example !

“ Pickup,” in his “ Screapins” in tho Workington Star, 
calls attention to the preaching on the Pier and Frcethought
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opposition. He says in Cumberland dialect: “ T’ preacher 
gat off a varra gud lectur, an’ he gat a varra gud hearin’ 
anaw, bit wen he had finisht a man at hed bin takkin’ aw 
in started a opposishun lectur fra a Freethinker’s point o’ 
view, an’ t’ way ’at ho hannelt t’ furst chap’s sarmon meade 
me think ’at he had bin at t’ same gemm befooar. He was 
varra gentlemanly ; neah hard wurds was spokken, an’ thear 
was as gud order as if it hed bin in a church. Thear was 
neah organ nor music— only t’ music o’ t’ watter— bit thear 
was plenty o’ fresh air, an’ them ’at wanted a smeuk cud 
hev yan, and thear was neah colleckshun. Which o’ t’ chap3 
hed t’ best on it Ah’s nut prepared ta say, for Ah niver argy 
on politics or religin, bit them at taks an interest in these 
things shud gaa an judge for thersels.”

The University Magazine for September opens with a 
trenchant criticism of John Morley’s Romanes’ Lecture on 
Macchiavelli, by J. M. Robertson. In “ The Story of the F a ll: 
Its True Significance,” by H. O. Newland,that writer thinks 
it has more than a phallic significance, having reference to 
different races. We rather distrust the researches of M. 
Plongeon, who is quoted. E. H. Parker has a notable 
article on “ Infanticide in China.” G. Delaney writes on 
“ The Birth of the Soul,” and Ebmezer H. discusses “ Is the 
Rationalist a Debtor to Christianity V

The following passage in the opening address of Sir John 
Evans at the meeting of the British Association at Toronto 
is worth remembering : “ When we remember that the date 
of the commencement of the Neolithic, or Surface-Stone 
Period, is still shrouded in the mist of a dim antiquity, and 
that prior to that commencement the River-Drift Period 
had long come to an end ; and when we further take into 
account the almost inconceivable ages that even under the 
most favorable conditions the excavation of wide and deep 
valleys by river action implies, the remoteness of the date 
at which the Paleolithic Period had its beginning almost 
transcends our powers of imagination.” How pitiful does 
this make the story of human descent from Adam and Eve.

Sir John Evans believes that Britain was inhabited 
during the Paleolithic period, but he does not claim for our 
island home, which in th9 dim ages of the past was not 
an island, but part of the continent, that it was the place 
in which the civilization of the Paleolithic period originated. 
He points to the discovery in other countries and continents 
of implements so identical in form and character with the 
British specimens that they might have been manufactured 
by the same hands. It is safe to say that, had this address 
been delivered a generation ago, it would have provoked a 
urious outcry from the orthodox. To-day they are anxious 

for peace at any price, so long as they may have the 
teaching of the children.

The annual excursion of the Birmingham Branch took 
place on Sunday last. There was a good muster of friends, 
who journeyed by rail to Worcester, and thence, by special 
steamer, for a trip up the Severn. A  most enjoyable day 
was spent among the beautiful scenery of the river. After 
tea short addresses were delivered by Messrs. Taylor, 
Ridgway, and Armfield, and a hearty vote of thanks was 
accorded to Mr. W. T. Pitt (treasurer) for his labors in 
organizing the outing.

The Plymouth Branch desires us to announce that Mr. E. 
P. Luke, who has recently returned from Australia and 
India, will deliver a series of anti-theological lectures in the 
Co-operative Hall, beginning to-day (Aug. 29), when his 
subject will be “ Christian and Secular Salvation.”

During the four hours that the Tate Gallery was open on 
Sunday afternoon there were 3,643 visitors. According to 
the Daily News, they were largely drawn from the working- 
class population of the district. Still, we suppose tbe 
clergy will go on saying that the working-classes don’t really 
want these institutions open on Sunday.

The secretary of the Sunday Society points out that, as 
the taxpayers support the Galleries and Museums, payment 
is really made for these institutions beiDg kept open on 
Sundays, and they are legally “ disorderly houses.” Surely 
the opening of the Tate Gallery will be the last nail in the 
coffin of that obnoxious Act of George III. The following 
list of tbe number of visitors to the different institutions 
ought to be enough to dispose of the old argument that the 
people do not want Sunday entertainments:—National 
Gallery of British Arts, 3,643 ; National Gallery, 1,899; 
British Museum, 1,121; Natural History Museum. 1,345; 
South Kensington Museum, 2,100 ; Bethnal Green Museum, 
1,389 ; National Portrait Gallery, exceeding 600.

A t the Cc.operators’ Festival at tho Crystal Palaoe the 
veteran, Mr, George Jacob Ilolyoake, was presented with a 
fine oil portrait of himself, painted by tho German, von 
liaroptz, an officer pow ip exile for offending against the

Emperor. Mr. Holyoake gave the portrait to the Labor 
Association. The Times of August 20 devoted half a column 
to the proceedings.

The Star estimated the Trafalgar-square crowd as between 
twenty and thirty thousand. “ Mr. Foote, the Secularist 
leader,” it said, “ lent an academic touch to the discussion by 
a fine appeal based on the celebrated declaration of 
Mirabeau’s,” about treating men like brutes till they become 
wild beasts. ____

The Morning Advertiser, in its long report of the Trafalgar- 
fquare Demonstration, said: “ It must be confessed that 
Mr. Foote, the Secularist leader, elevated the tone of the 
gathering by an appeal to the higher principles of human 
liberty.” Of Mr. Cohen it says that his “ diction was 
almost philosophic,” and his “ apostrophes to liberty were 
almost Baconian in their clearness.”

The Daily News said that “ the thoughtful face of Mr. 
G. W. Foote could not fail to bind attention.” The Star 
referred to Mr. Cohen as “ an intellectual-looking young 
Jew.” ____

The Westminster Gazette says that “ sympathizers with the 
tortured Spaniards were a little unlucky” in the time they 
chose for their demonstration; nevertheless, “ they carried 
their resolution and talked a good deal of sense.” “ Mr. 
Foote’s aphorism,” it adds, “ that if governments treated 
their citizens like wild beasts, it was not surprising if some 
behaved like wild beasts, could hardly be improved, as a 
comment on a great deal of Continental Anarchy.”

The Daily Chronicle regirds the fact of Mr. Foote’s 
moving the resolution as disproving “ the allegation that 
the meeting was an Anarchist one.”

The Daily Mail gravely states that Mr. Foote “ read the 
report of a doctor as to the injuries of Francisco Gana, 
caused by instruments of torture in the prison of Mount- 
juich. It is, to say the least, outspoken, and Mr. Foote 
suppressed nothing.” There is not a word of truth in this 
statement. Mr. Foote did nothing of the kind. All ho 
said was that he had written to Glasgow for information as 
to Dr. McDonald, who had certified as to Gana’s injuries, 
and that Dr. McDonald was a practitioner of thirty years’ 
standing, a Conservative, and a Churchman.

It is said that some of the Trafalgar-squaro speakers were 
molested on leaving. Mr. Foote and Mr. Cohen walked off 
together quietly. It is to bo presumed that the little gang 
of disturbers made a rush for one or two of tho speakers 
who were injudicious enough to walk that way.

The Toronto clergy were busy last Sunday preaching to as 
many members of the British Association as cared to attend 
church. Many members preferred a trip to Niagara. Lord 
Kelvin, whoso piety is vaunted by Christian advocates, 
went with a select party to the Muskoka district, which is 
often called the paradise of Canada, and is a far better one 
than that described in the book of Revelation.

Judging by the number and appearance of its publica­
tions, the vegetarian cause must be having wealthy support. 
The Vegetarian Review is a capitally-got-up magazine. Tho 
number before us is well printed, and has a history of the 
vegetarian movement by C. Forward, and a good review of 
Forecasts o f the Coming Century by H. S. Salt, illustrated 
with portraits of Edward Carponter, Dr. A. Russel Wallace, 
and G. Bernard Shaw.

Religious Indulgences.
The popes persevered in treating indulgences as purely 

a matter of money, unconditioned by repentance or con­
fession. Clement VII., in 1524, whon removing the sus­
pension of the cruzada in Spain, recites the bulls of Julius II. 
and Leo X. as granting plenissimam indulgentiam to all who 
would pay the sum required for the prosecution of tho war 
against the infidel, or for the fabric of St. Reter’s. Clement, 
moreover, when prescribing the conditions for his Jubilee of 
1525, makes no mention of contrition or confession—the only 
conditions are the customary visits to the churches. It is 
the same with the plenaries granted by him in 1530 to 
members of confraternities formed to aid the Inquisition in 
extirpating heresy ; and a still more cynical disregard even 
of appearances is manifest by an extension of privileges in 
1565 after the Council of Trent by Pius IV. to the Hospital 
of St. Lazarus, for he offers a plenary remission and in­
dulgence a cul/>a et a po no, of all sins to those who, at death, 
shall bequeath a legacy to it, without any conditions of 
contrition or confession,—II. C. Lea, “  A History of 4 urieulav 
Confession and Indulgencesvol. Hi., p.
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MR. HALL CAINE’S “ CHRISTIAN.”

II.
Glory Quayle is loved by another man as well as by 
John Storm. This inamorato bears the terrible name of 
Francis Horatio Nelson Drake. Of course he moves in 
high society, and of course he is clever and handsome. 
His love of Glory Quayle is represented as really high and 
pure, and eventually he makes her an offer of marriage. 
Yet he takes her to the Derby, in company with the roué 
Lord Robert Ure and a battered dove named Betty Bell­
man, who calls one man “  balmy ” and another a “  cough- 
drop.” And when the race is over, and the champagne 
flows freely, Drake toasts her as “  the loveliest, liveliest, 
leeriest, little woman in the world.” What an epithet is 
leenest !  Fancy a man applying it publicly, or even 
privately for that matter, to a woman for whom he has 
the smallest shred of respect, or even the faintest spark of 
honest affection ! But the cream of the joke is that the 
glorious Glory Quayle hides her face coquettishly in the 
midst of “  a merry laugh.”

Mr. Caine evidently thinks that such manners are 
absolutely fashionable among the stars of the music-hall 
and theatrical professions. Speaking of the music-hall, 
John Storm—who delivers what Mr. Caine described to 
the interviewer as his “  message ”— declares : “  It is im­
possible for a girl to live long in an atmosphere like that 
and be a good woman.” This dictum is also extended to 
the theatre. Glory is to play the part of a wicked woman 
at a theatre specially taken for her by Drake and Lord 
Robert Ure, and the rehearsal overwhelms her with con­
fusion. “  How was she to play this evil woman 1 The 
poison went to the bone, and to get into the skin of such a 
creature a good woman would have to dispossess herself of 
her very soul.” According to which peculiar theory of 
histrionics, a woman who plays Lady Macbeth is graduating 
for a murderess, and a woman who plays Cleopatra is 
graduating for a prodigal wanton !

Lord Robert asks the stormy John, who detests the 
theatre as well as the music-hall, what is “  amiss with the 
profession ”— and adds : “  Some of the best men in the 
world have belonged to if, I think.” Whereupon the 
stormy John exclaims: “ Tell me the name of one of 
thorn, since the world began, who ever lived an active 
Christian life.” Passing by the absurd chronology of the 
fluery, it may bo remarked that it is hardly the business 
of actors to compete with the clergy, who are numerous 
enough, in all conscience, for their particular business. 
What would happen if actors filled pulpits on Sunday 1 
Would it not involve the neglect of a host of regular 
practitioners 1 Might not some of the most fashionable 
preachers find a difficulty in filling their establishments 1 
Let each stick to his own trade, or chaos will como again.

John Storm follows this up with a more general query. 
“ Toll me,”  he says, “ how many of them have done 
anything in real life, anything for the world, for humanity.” 
Well, it all depends on what you mean. Actors are not 
exactly famous for drafting tho girls of Piccadilly to the 
strawberry beds of Essex, as General Booth proposed to 
do, though his success in this lino is not colossal. But if 
R be the function of tragedy, as Aristotlo declared, to purify 
the soul by terror and pity, many an actor, with a great 
dramatist behind'him, has preached a more potent sermon 
than ever came from the mouth of a pulpiteer.

Absurdities, indeed, aro thickly sown in this book. Mr. 
Gaino understands London as well as ho understands tho 
theatrical profession. Reading him you might imagino, if 
you did not know better, that our metropolis is almost 
exclusively pooplod by thieves, profligates, drunkards, and 
harlots ; whereas in London, as elsewhere, there is froth at 
tho top and dregs at the bottom, but plenty of good liquor 
between. Mr. Caine depicts London as the Circo of cities, 
the Judas betraying with a kiss, the great serpent crushing 
judlions in its folds— in short, as “ tho wickedest city in 
no world,” which expression, wo believe, is borrowed from 

that accurate porson, the Rev. Hugh Price Hughes. It 
^ay he true that a hundred thousand people in London 

Lvo in constant want,” and tho fact is sad enough ; but 
consider its vast population of nearly six millions. It may 
a|so bo true that “  not ono million cross the threshold of 
church or chapel," but that is no great calamity. It might 
oven be an improvement if tho one million who do go to 
enureh qr chapel ’vyçnt- sppiewbprç çiee, J '

Mr. Caine threatens to write a novel on the great drink 
question. If he keeps his word it is to be hoped that he 
will try to understand what he is writing about. He 
certainly does not understand it here. John Storm takes 
Glory Q.uayle through the alleys and courts of West­
minster, and talks to her in this fashion :—

“ What’s the use of saying to these people, ‘ Don’t 
drink; don’t steal’ ? They’ll answer, ‘ If you lived in 
these slums you would drink too.’ But we’ll show them 
that we can live here and do neither—that will be true 
preaching.”

Here is philosophy with a vengeance ! A  gaol chaplain 
leads the life of a prisoner just as much as a parson who 
pitches his tent (but who doe3 it 1) in alleys and courts 
leads the life of the slums. He is in it, perhaps, but not 
of it. He has been brought up elsewhere ; he has other 
occupations than those of the real slum-dweller; he 
moves more or less, all the time, in more refined society; 
and when he is hipped with work and want of fresh air he 
takes a long and agreeable holiday. Ilis keeping sober 
and honest is no proof that the slums do not necessarily 
breed drunkards and thieves.

And now let us take the two monstrous absurdities at 
the end of this book. John Storm’s uncle, the Earl of 
Erin, is Prime Minister. He is early described as “  secretly 
a sceptic, if not openly a derider of spiritual things.” At 
the very end he speaks of “  the inscrutable power which rules 
over life,” and feels “ an ever-deepening sadness, an ever- 
increasing sense of our impotence to diminish the infinite 
sorrow of the world.” Yet this same gentleman resigns office 
because he perceives the necessity, in the interest of true 
religion and true civilization, of an absolute divorce between 
Church and State. A  younger statesman must fight this 
battle, and the old Prime Minister ends by saying, “ God grant 
that he may be a Christian man, and God speed and bless 
him.” This is Mr. Caine’s own sentiment, and he forgot 
the ridiculousness of putting it into the mouth of such a 
character. But this is not all. Mr. Caine tells us in his 
proem that “ The period of the story is the last quarter of 
the nineteenth century ”— and one is constrained to ask, 
Why this gratuitous precision when the story abounds with 
absurdly unhistorical incidents 1

The Prime Minister’s resignation, however, pales beside 
the account of a kind of Second Advent craze which seizes 
upon London. John Storm, having given up tho idea of 
marrying Glory Quayle, goes about dressed as a monk, 
followed by a big bloodhound. He is the talk of the great 
city. Crowds flock to hear him denounce its wickedness. 
People say he is “ the most Christ-liko man” they ever knew. 
Thoydiscoverthat he is thirty-threeyearsof age,and was born 
on tho twenty-fifth of December. They also find that he 
bears a resemblanco to tho traditional portrait of Jesus 
Christ. The madness progresses until London is filled 
with a panic terror. God is going to destroy the city for 
its iniquities; some say by fire, and some by a flood; and 
tho date fixed is the next Derby day. There is a run upon 
the banks, businesses aro sold and partnerships dissolved, 
and myriads of people camp out at Hampstead, Ilighgate, 
and Blackhoath. But of course it all ends in a fizzle.

We will not accuse Mr. Caine of going into tho blood- 
and-thunder business wantonly. Wo will assumo that ho 
thinks this episode within the bounds of probability. 
But in that case, how well he knows London ! Prophet 
Baxter has been working the Second Advent oracle 
for all it is worth, and what difference has it mado in 
tho value of stocks and house-property 1 London has 
never been diverted a hair’s-breadth from its ordinary 
line of business and pleasure. Mr. Caine is simply 
putting tho spirit of the Middle Ages into this ftn-de- 
sibcle metropolis. What he relates as taking place in 
London could not take place even at Douglas; not, at least, 
in the summer season, whatever might be possible in the 
winter, when the pious natives are waiting for the next 
spoliation of the Egyptians. G. W. FOOTE.

(  To be concluded.)

Postscript. Mr. T. P. O'Connor, taking up tho cudgels 
on behalf of Mr. Caine, complains that “ to turn an inter­
view into material for slashing a book is, in my judgment, 
neither good taste, good sense, nor good feeling.” I dissent 
front this, Mr. Caino knew that he was being interviewed 
for publication. What he said to tho interviewer was 
nmant for the public, and is public property,
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A FASHIONABLE METHODIST.

Mr. E v a n  A p R h ys  E v a n s  is an energetic Welshman, who 
in his early years tended sheep in the vales of Llanflechllan. 
The lad, however, had a consuming vanity, which raised his 
soul above wool. He preferred hwyl — the Welsh term for 
divine pulpit fervor— as more profitable, and set himself to 
acquire the hwyl by speaking at experience and class 
meetings, and exclaiming diolch or “ praise ” at diwigiadau 
revivals. Of course, his parents determined to make him a 
minister, and he soon acquired all that was necessary for the 
Welsh Methodist pulpit. Presently he followed the Morgans 
and the Welsh milk business to London, finding a Methodist 
chapel in the southern suburbs. But this enlarged sphere 
was soon too restricted for his vast vanity and activity.

Mr. Evan Ap Rhys Evans reminds one of the mythical 
steamboat, whose whistle was bigger than its boiler. He 
found out as a babe that if he shouted long enough he 
would receive some attention, and that if he shouted to the 
right people he would get more lollipops than spanks. He 
accordingly determined that as soon as he had a chance he 
would let off his steam amid the well-to-do folks, where he 
is now a forward and a fashionable Methodist.

Mr. E. A. Evans says that life in the East-end slums of 
London is not for him. He has taken up the more difficult 
and profitable task of converting the aristocracy. He 
knows there are an immense number who crave only to be 
legitimately amused on Sunday. Like General Booth, he is a 
good caterer, and provides an entertainment which claims 
to be pious. There is an orchestra, vying with that of 
Moore and Burgess. Of course, like Booth, he is too vulgar 
for the upper classes, who rarely look in, even once in a 
way, to see what it is like. But in the shopkeeping and 
well-to-do servant class he finds a clientele of regular 
attendants, while all sorts and conditions go occasionally to 
hear the band, as they would to any other show or recreation.

Mr. E. A. Evans goes round the country and gathers up a 
deal of the root of all evil by picturing the heathen state of 
Piccadilly. He has been ten years tinkering at the social evil 
there, and'it is as rotten as ever. It would never do for God 
to kill the Devil all at once, or his minister’s occupation 
would be gone. The work costs £12,000 a year to keep 
going, and the Wesleyan Church looks rather askance on a 
draining of its provincial 6inews of war to carry on a 
mission of which the result is seen mainly in a flourish of 
trumpets. To reconcile them somewhat, Mr. Evan Ap Rhys 
Evans has established a lively and spiritual paper, and, by 
putting himself in evidence everywhere, has forced his 
name to be a household word in all the Methodist camp. 
But he is little liked outside his own circle. His noble aim 
is to get hold of the wealthy, to whom life is a bore, and 
induce them to take some interest in life by seeing him 
dispense their filthy lucre. To attract these people he 
dresses like a Church of England swell, and affects the 
manners of the West-end fop. It is all in the cause of the 
Lord, like his famous romance entitled The Infidel Cord 
Wainer; and he has suffered for it by losing the confidence 
of the stricter Methodists, and having his claims for the 
presidency of the Conference long deferred.

U ncle  B en .

ROMNEY’S PORTRAIT OF THOMAS PAINE.

A  l it t l e  before leaving for America, Mr. Moncure D. Conway, 
the esteemed author of the best Life of Thomas Paine, wrote 
a letter to the Athenceum, in which he put forward a claim of 
having discovered the portrait of Paine painted by Romney. 
In America, whence the portrait came, the painting had 
long been ascribed to Jarvis. Mr. Conway left the paint­
ing with the curators of the National Portrait Gallery, 
Trafalgar-square, where it may be seen upon application, 
for it is not, and probably will not be, put in the 
collection. Upon seeing the portrait, which is accompanied 
by Sharp’s engraving from Romney's picture, my mind was 
at once made up. It is certainly not by George Romney. 
No critic, who will compare it with Romney’s masterly 
portrait of himself in the same Gallery, or with any of his 
portraits, can be in doubt upon the point. I said nothing 
save to a friend, but asked the opinion of the curators. 
The answer was decisive : “ The painting is not by Romney, 
and is a very bad replica.” Moreover, the artist has taken 
liberties of alteration from the engraving, or the picture, 
which William Sharp certainly would not have done.

Mr. Conway’s letter to the Athenaeum is reprinted in the 
August number of the Free Thought Magazine, of Chicago, 
and it has been boomed in many of the American papers 
that Mr. Conway has found the Romney portrait. That 
gentleman is not responsible for this. In placing the 
picture where it is he has done everything possible to clear 
the matter up, and in taking so much trouble in connection 
therewith ho has added to the debt which all admirers of 
Raine must feel they owe to him. But it is right and 
necessary that our American friends should know that the

valuable Romney portrait is not found, and is still probably 
in their country. It wa3 certainly taken thero in 1795 by 
Dr. Thomas Cooper, of Manchester, afterwards President 
of South Carolina College, of whom my friend, Mr. Louis 
Levine, of Charleston, has recently supplied some par­
ticulars in the Freethinker. It was painted for him, and I 
doubt not was among his greatest !reasures, which, having 
been a lawyer, he probably carefully provided for by will. 
Dr. Cooper died at Columbia, May 11, 1840. What became 
of his effects I do not know; but this I know— that the 
search for the Romney portrait should begin from Columbia, 
and not from New York, whence the Jarvis portrait was 
produced. And the search is worth making. A  portrait 
of Paine by Romney deserves a hunt for a hundred years. 
Its mere monetary value must be at least one thousand 
guineas, while, from the point of view of art and history, the 
worth of a portrait of so great a man by so great an artist is 
inestimable. J. M. W h e e le r .

( American papers please copy.)

Bogus and Real Hells.
The abolition of future hells is a nec3ssary step towards 

the abolition of those which exist on earth. The irrational 
and inhuman theories of future punishment so long 
prevalent in Christendom have reacted upon the rationality 
and the humanity of those who accepted them, and are 
largely responsible for the coarse moral fibre, the brutality, 
and the bloodthirstiness of the modern world. While the 
God tortures hopelessly the wicked and the weak, why 
should the worshipper not butcher his enemies, and take 
pleasure in tormenting the dumb creatures, or hunt down 
the weak among men and ruthlessly trample them under 
foot 1 While the idea of an avenging torture-chamber exist«, 
so long will Christendom continue to ignore the precepts of 
its Christ, and to imitate its grim idol. The belief that the 
Divine Being acquiesces in the endless existence of sin and 
suffering, the removal of which is for him also an iin-

Eossibility, has dried the fountains not of human pity alone, 
ut of human energy, and made us supine and helpless in 

the presence of the problems of poverty, and vice, and 
fraud. From age to ago this foul dogma of despiir has 
paralyzed the heart of mercy and the arm of hope, and 
turned the whole Church of Christ into contented or 
helpless witnesses of the human hells of slumdom, brothel- 
dom, and drinkdom.— IF. Walsh.

Obituary.
I t is with great regret that we have to record the sudden 

death of Mr. William Westwell, of Manchester. Mr. Westwell 
was a friend of the late Charles Bradlaugh, and for years ho 
has been a close friend of Mr. Foote, who frequently stayed 
at his house and often enjoyed his hospitality at the I«le of 
Man. When Mr. Foote lectured on Douglas Head in defiance 
of the authorities, a few years ago, Mr. Westwell supported 
him loyally, and would have spent any amount of money 
sooner than see him defeated. He was a man of the world 
and little given to sentiment, but deep down in his heart 
was the steadfast memory of the beautiful young wife he 
lo3t so many years ago. Both his sons died before him, one 
being drowned in the West Indies only last yoar Mr. 
Westwell’s death took place suddenly at I)ouglas_ on Friday 
night, August 20. An obituary notice appeared in the next 
day’s Isle o f Man Times, mentioning his Atheism, but also 
praising his probity. Early in life Mr. Westwell failed in 
business, but ho afterwards paid his old creditors in full, 
with five per cent, interest. He was a man of strict veracity 
and integrity. We pay our sad tribute of profound respect 
over his open grave.

I t is with profound regret that I record the death, after a 
long and painful illness, of Mr. J. H. Saint, who was well 
known, both in London and the provinces, as a lecturer 
under the name of St. John. Although only twenty-fivo 
years of age, the deceased had lectured for nearly ten years, 
and bade fair to rank as one of the best of our outdoor 
lecturers. He was quite aware that his disease would 
ultimately prove fatal, and awaited death with a calmness 
and cheerfulness that was remarkable. I was with him a 
few hours before lie died, and can testify to the contempt 
which he felt to the last for all supernatural ideas. 
Great sympathy is expressed for his widowed mother and 
her young family in their bereavement, as prior to his 
illness he was their main support. Ho was interred in 
Hammersmith Cemetery ; the Secular Burial Servicp, which 
was used at his request, being read by Mr._ Stanley Jones.—  
F. T od d  {lion. See., West London Branch, A . S. S.).

He that is not open to conviction is not qualified rof 
discussion.— Whateley.
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WHY I ADMIRE JESUS.

(Thoughts on reading an Article by F. IF. Baldwin, “ Why I  
Despise Jesus")

J esus dared to think and act for himself, and to associate 
with whom he chose. I admire him for this.

I admire Jesus because he was good, and he taught others 
to be good. Because he taught us to love one another, and 
he loved little children. Because he taught men that deedj, 
not words, constituted righteousness. Because he taught 
good works and went about doing good. Because he visited 
the poor, and was not ashamed to mix with the people, and 
to speak kindly to the sinner.

I admire Jesus because he taught a pure religion. He 
taught people to make friends with their enemies, and not 
go to law. I admire him because he taught that Heaven 
must be loithin us; and he taught that this heaven was a 
child-like love and goodness to all men. He taught that 
virtue is its own reward. He taught that our aim should be 
to do good.

I admire Jesus bscause he advised people not to judga 
others nor despise others, but to remove the mote from our 
own eye before we attempt to take it out of our brother’s 
eye. It would be well for many if they did this.

I admire Jesus because he taught the lesson of the Good 
Samaritan. I admire Jesus because he said, “ Love thy 
neighbor as thyself.” I admire Jesus because he taught 
the best of those teachings which had been taught by all 

reat minds of all ages. He taught that men will be known 
y their deeds, and not by their professions. I admire Jesus 

because his teachings are the teachings of the human mind. 
They may not have been new, they may not have been 
originated by Jesus; but Jesus taught them—that is 
enough for me. I admire Jesus for the good_ he did, and 
for the good words he spoke. Jesus was essentially a good 
man. He had a strong feeling of abhorrence of all wrong­
doing. He had a gentle, loving nature. Hypocrisy, sham, 
and cant he hated. The profession of religion or morality 
Was not enough for him. I admire him as man, but do not 
believe he was God. It is the good in men we should 
admire and remember; the evil, if we see any, we should 
condemn and forget. H enry Smith.

THE RELIGIOUS LIE.

H ist o r ic a l  investigations have revealed to us the origin and 
rowth of the Bible; wo know that by this name we 
esignate a collection of writings, as radically unlike in 

origin, character and contents as if the Nibelungen Lied, 
Mirabeau’s speeches, Heine’s love poems, and a Manual of 
Foology had been printed and mixed up promiscuously, and 
then hound into one volume. We find collected in this book 
the superstitious beliefs of the ancient inhabitants of 
Palestine, with indistinct echoes of Indian and Persian 
fables, mistaken imitations of Egyptian theories and 
customs; historical chronicles, as dry as they are unreliable, 
and miscellaneous poems, amatory, human, and Jewish- 
national, which are rarely distinguished by beauties of the 
highest order, but frequently by superfluity of expression, 
coarseness, bad taste, and genuine Oriental sensuality. As a 
literary monument the Bible is of much later origin than 
the Vedas; as a work of literary value it is surpassed by 
everything written in the last two thousand years by 
authors even of the second rank, and to compare it seriously 
with the productions of Homer, Sophocles, Dante, Shake­
speare, or Goethe would require a fanaticised mind that had 
entirely lost its power of judgment. Its conception of the 
Universe is childish, and its morality revolting, as revealed 
in the malicious vengeancs attributed to God in the Old 
Testament and in the New, the parablo of the laborers of 
the eleventh hour, and the episodes of Mary Magdalene and 
the woman taken in adultery.

And yet men, cultivated and capable of forming a just 
estimate, pretend to reverence this ancient work ; they 
refuse to allow it to be discussed and criticised like any 
other production of the human intellect; they formed 
societies, and place enormous sums at their disposal to print 
millions of copies of it, which they distribute all over the 
world ; and they pretend to be edified and inspired when 
they read in it......

More revolting and insufferable even than the lie of 
religion as acted by the individual is the same lie of religion 
a's acted by the community. The individual citizen, 
although he belongs ostensibly to some established religion 
and takes part in its ceremonies, often makes no secret of 
ms disbelief in its superstitions, and refuses to be convinced 
that a certain form of words, repeated in concert by the 
congregation, will suspend or alter the laws of nature, that 
the Devil is driven out of a child when sprinkled by holy 
'vater, or that the chanting and speech of a man in a black 
®r white robe beside a corpse will open the gates of
t aradise to the soul of the dead man......

As private citizens, we assert that we do not believe in the

existence cf God, that the God of the established religions 
is the outgrowth of childish and undeveloped minds ; but, 
as members of the body politic, we declare any one holding 
such views to be guilty of blasphemy before the law, and 
incapable of holding office. And this notwithstanding the 
fact that no scientific or rational proof has been offered in 
evidence of the reality of G od; that even the most 
enthusiastic theologian can produce no testimony to prove 
the existence of God that approaches, in clearness and 
convincing force, to that offered by the arcbieologian and 
geologist to prove the antiquity of the earth and its 
inhabitants, or by the astronomer to convince us of the 
revolution of the earth around the sun.......

M a x  N o r d a u .

CORRESPONDENCE.

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE 1
“  Shall there be evil in a city, and the Lord hath not done it ? ’

—A mos i i». 0.
TO THE EDITOR OF “  TIIE FREETH IN KER.”

Silt,—Tn last week's Freethinker (August 22) I notice some 
remarks upon Amos. “ Shinto’s ” clerical adviser had evi­
dently forgotten his Hebrew, or he would not have been so 
positive in asserting that the prophet referred to physical 
evil instead of moral evil. The word employed by Amos 
is H31, which undoubtedly means moral wickedness, and it 
is frequently translated “ wickedness ” in the English Bible. 
Taking two texts at random—1 Kings i. 52 and Job xx. 12— 
we find 1131 in both, with the same pointing and the same 
grammatical form as in Amo3, and both translated “ wicked­
ness ” in the English version.

“ Shinto” cites a verse from Isaiah in this connection, 
which is perfectly legitimate, for the word used there is 31, 
which is practically another way of spelling PT31; and this 
word 31 is also frequently rendered “ wickedness ” in the 
English Bible.

The text in Amo3 is purposely ambiguous in the English 
translation ; but it seems hardly possible to cavil at the 
evident meaning of the Hebrew prophet. C iiil p e r ic .

PROFANE JOKES,

Some years ago a clergyman was preaching to a large 
audience in a wild part of Yorkshire, and announced for his 
text, “ In my Father’s house are many mansions.” He had 
scarcely read the words when an old fellow stood up and 
said, “ I tell you folks that’s a lie ! I know his father well. 
He lives fifteen miles from Scarborough, in an old tumble- 
down shanty, and there ain’t but one room in the house.”

“ Bobby,” cautioned his mother, “ the bishop is to dine 
with us to-day, and you must bo very quiet at table. I 
want him to think that you are a good little boy.” Much 
impressed, Bobby ate his dinner in silence until his plate 
needed replenishing. “ Pa,” ho said devoutly, “ will you 
give me some more beans, for of such is the kingdom of 
heaven 1”

“ What are the Blenkinsopp girls in mourning fori” 
“ Their parrot.” “ In mourning for a parrot! Why, it’s a

Eositive sacrilege.” “ Oh, but this one could repeat the 
ord’s prayer, you know.”
A story is told of a Sunday-school teacher in a certain 

backwoods settlement in a neigboring county, which is 
worth publishing. She had a new class of young scholars 
the parents of whom had neglected to give them any in­
struction in their catechism. Going to the first boy in the 
class, she asked him who made him. He did not know. She 
told him God, and urged him to remember it. Of the next 
boy she asked who was the oldest man. He did not know, 
nd the teacher told him Methuselah. So she went on 
down the class, asking each a question and giving them tho 
answer. While she was thus engaged tho first boy wont to 
the bucket after some water. The teacher returned to tho 
head of the class, and, not knowing that anyone was absent, 
she asked the first boy who made him. Without hesitation 
the boy quickly replied, “ Methuselah!” “ No,” exclaimed 
the teacher in astonishment, “ God made y o u !’ “ No, ho 
didn’t,” persisted the urchin, with confidence; “ the boy God 
made is gone after water.” The teacher gave up that class.

In Spain the Church, aided by the Inquisition, has always 
been strong enough to punish sceptical writers and prevent, 
not, indeed, the existence, but the promulgation of sceptical 
opinions. By this means, the spirit of doubt being quenched, 
knowledge has for several centuries remained almost sta­
tionary ; and civilization, which is the fruit of knowledge, 
has also been  stationary.—//.  T. Buckle, “  History o f Civiliza­
tion in England,” General Introduction, chapter vii.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC,
[N otice! o f  Lecture», etc., must reach us by f r i t  post on Tuesday, and 

be marked “ Lecture N otice,”  i f  not sent on post-card.]

LONDON.
Thb Athen.eum Hall (73 Tottenham Oonrt-road, W .) : 7.30,

G. W. Foote, “  God’s Prison.”
Bradlaugh Club and Institute (36 Newington Green-road, Ball’s 

P on d ): 7.15, E. Calvert, “  An Historical Beview of the Old Testament.”
Opbn-Aik Propaganda.

Camberwell (Station-road): 11.30, H. P. Ward.
Camberwell Branch (Peckham R y e ) : 3.15, Debate between Samuel 

Habe and H. P. Ward.
Clerkenwell Green (Finsbury Branch) : 11.30, W. Heaford, 

“  Reason and the Bible.”
Edmonton (Angel road): 7, A. B. Moss, “ Heaven Above and Hell 

Beneath.”
Finsbury Park (near band-stand)—Finsbury Park Branch: 3.15,

H. Snell, “  What is Secularism ?”
Hammersmith (The Grove, near S.W.R. station): 7, W. Heaford. 
Hyde Park (near Marble A rch ): 11.30, 0. Cohen ; 8.30. A  lecture. 
Islington (Highbury Fields, Highbury Corner): 11 30, F. Haslam, 

“ Sixty Tears of Freethought.”
K ilburN (High-road, corner of Yictoria-road) : 7, R. P. Edwards. 
Kingsland (Ridley-road, near Dalston Junction): 11.30, H. Snell. 
Limehouse (Triangle, Salmon-lane): 11.30, T. J. Thurlow. August 31, 

at 8.30, E. Pack.
Mile End Waste : 11.30, E. Pack ; 7, E. Pack. September 1, at 8.30, 

H. P. Ward.
Victoria Park (near the fountain): 3.15,0. 0>’m .
W ood G reen (Jolly Butchers’ Hill) : 11.30, A. B. Moss, “ Sorrows of 

Satan.”
COUNTRY.

Bristol (14 Woodborough-street, Stapleton-road): 7, Important 
Committee meeting.

Derby (Pollicott’s Dining Rooms, Market-place) : 7, A Reading. 
Pontypridd (28 Middle-street, Trallwn): Meetings every Sunday 

evening. Discussion invited.
Plymouth (Co-operative Hall, Courtenay-street): 7, E. P. Luke, 

“ Christian and Secular Salvation.”
South Shields (Captain Duncan’s Navigation School, King-street): 

7, Discussion ou “  Labour Problems.”
Open-Air Propaganda.

Rochdale (Town Hall Square): 3.15, A. Marshall, “ The Laws of 
Nature.”

Lecturers’ Engagements.
O. Cohen, 12 Merchant-street, Bow-road, London.—August 29, 

m , Hyde Park; a , Victoria Park; e., Victoria Park. September 
5, dhetfield. 12 aad 19, Glasgow. 26, E linburgh. October 10, Gates­
head. 16, 17, and 18, Stanley. 24, Newcastle.

A. B. Moss, 44 Oredon-roid, London, S.E.—August 29, m., Wood Green ; 
e., Edmonton. September 5, m. and a., Hyde Parle ; 12, Oierkenwell.

J. Fagan, 48 Popham-road, New North-road, London, N.—September 
19, e., Hammersmith. 26, m., Hyde Park.

J. T. T hurlow, 350 Old Ford-road, London, E.—September 6, Lime- 
house.

H. Percy W ard, Leighton Hall, N.W.—August 29, m., Camberwell ; 
a., Peckham Rye.

E. Pack, 90 Camden-street, N W.—August 29, m. and e., Mile 
End Waste. September 5, e., Clerkenwell Green. 7, e., Limehouse. 12, 
Northampton. 14, e., Limehouse. 19, m , Camberwell; a., Peckham 
Rye. 21, e., Limehouse. 26, m., Mile End; e , Limehouse ; a., Finsbury 
Park. 28, e., Limrhouse. October 17, m., Camberwell.

POSITIVISM.
NEW CASTLE-ON-TYNE.— Church of Humanity, St.

Mary’s-place. Service and Discourse every Sunday evening at 7.
SUNDERLAND.— Church of Humanity, 23 Biandford-

gtreet. Service and discourse every Sunday afternoon at 3.15.
WEST HARTLEPOOL.—Druids’ Hall, Tower-street.

Meeting for inquirers, conducted by Mr. Malcolm Quin, first Wednesday 
of every month at 7.30.

Information and literature may be obtained from Mr. Malcolm Quin, 
Church of Humanity, Newcastle-on-Tynej who will be willing to consider 
applications to deliver lectures on Positivism gratuitously and without 
expense, where such lectures may be desired.

THOMAS PAINE’S WORKS.

The Rights of Man. Centenary edition. With a Political
Biography by J. M. Wheeler, la .; bound in cloth, 2s.

The Age of Reason. New edition, with Preface by Q. W.
Foote, la.

Complete Theological Works. (Including the Aae ol
Reason.) Cloth, 2a. 6d.

London ; R. Fordor, 28 Stonecutter-Btreot, E.C.

FLOWERS OF FREETHOUGHT.
BY

G. W. FOOTE.
Second Series (cloth), 2s. 6d.

Contents : — Luscious Piety—The Jewish Sabbath—God’s Day— 
Professor Stokes on Immortality—Paul Bert—Converting a Corpse— 
Bradlaugh’s Ghost—Christ and Brotherhood—The Sons of God—Mel- 
ckizedek—S’w’elp me God—Infidel Homes—Are Atheists Cruel?—Are 
Atheists Wicked?—Rain Doctors—Pious Puerilities—“ Thus Saith the 
Lord ” —Believe or be Damned—Christian Charity—Religion and Money— 
Clotted Bosh—Lord Bacon on Atheism—Christianity and Slavery—Christ 
Up to Date—Secularism and Christianity—Altar and Throne—Martin 
Luther—The Praise of Folly—A Lost Soul—Happy in Hell—The Act of 
God—Keir Hardie on Christ—Blessed be ye Poor—Converted Infidels— 
Mrs. Booth’s Ghost—Talmage on the Bible—Mrs. Besant on Death and 
After—The Poets and Liberal Theology—Christianity and Labor— 
Dueling—An Easter Egg for Christians—Down Among the Dead Men— 
Smirching a Hero—Kit Marlowe and Jesus Christ—Jehovah the Ripper— 
The Parson’s Living Wage — Did Bradlaugh Backslide? — Frederic 
Harrison on Atheism—Save the Bible I—Forgive and Forget—The Star 
of Bethlehem—The Great Ghost—Atheism and the French Revolution— 
Pigottism—Jesus at the Derby—Atheist Murderers—A Religion for 
Eunuchs—Rose-Water Religion.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Price Is.; bound in cloth, Is. 6d. post free,THE GRAND OLD BOOK.
A REPLY TO THE GRAND OLD MAN.

BY
G. W . F O O T E .

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecuttor-street, E.C.

T H E  A D U L T .
A  Cruxade A gainst Sex-Enslavement.

No. 2, Now Ready, contains:—
The Mutability of Lovo, by Orford Northccto.
Our Soldiers in India, by Mies Wardlaw Best.
Sexual Freedom and Economics, by Sagittarius.
Go to the Buttoifly, thou Slave, by John Badcock, jun. 

Etc., Etc.
Price Twopence.

Published by the Legitimation Leaguo, 16 John-strcct, B.Jfjrd- 
row, W.C.

Now Ready, price Is.,

The People’s Darwin;
Or, Darwin Made Easy.

By E. B. AVELING, D.Sc.
London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecntter-stroot, E.C.

Price Twopence,

Who Was the Father of Jesus?
BY

G. W. F O O T E .
London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecuttor-stroet, E.C. 

HTANTON, the Pooplo’s Dentist, 335 Strand (opposit
,  I Somerset House).—TEETH on VULCANITE, 2s. 6d. each ; upper 
or lower set, £1. Best Quality, 4s. each ; upper or lower, £2. Completed 
in four hours when required; repairing or alterations in two hours. 
If yon pay more than the above, they are fancy charges. Teeth on 
p’ atinnm, 7s. 6d. each ; on 18 ct. gold, 15s.; stopping, 2u. bd.; extraction, 
Is ; painless by gas, 5s.

SECULAR SUNDAY-SCHOOL, FAILSWORTII, near
Manchester. The above School having become too small for the 

requirements of the members they are desirous of extending it. 
To raise the necessary funds—about £500—they are promoting a 
BAZAAR to be held at the end of October next. Contributions in 
money or articles from any F.eethought well-wisher would be thank­
fully received.

H. Taylor, Sec., 428 Oldham-road, Failsworth.

T  ESSONS IN FRENCH.—Monsieur J u l e s B a il l y  desires
I i Pupils. Easy pian and efficiency guaranteed. Terms very mode­

rate. Address, 32 Store street, Bedford i-quare, W.O.

TTNIGRA.PIIIC SHORTHAND is the Briefest and most
Perfect of all Systems. Pans I. to VIII. now ready. 7d. post 

free. P. W. Baldwin, O.M., Ashton-on-Itibble.

ON SU N D A Y  M ORNING LAST, at 18 Morville-street,
Bow, Mrs. Amelia Clogg (the wife of William Sim Clogg, House 

Decorator) safely delivered of a son. “  Here endeth the fourth lesson 1”
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NOW READY.

INGERSOLL’S
Greatest Lecture

ON

S H A K E S P E A R E
H A N D SO M E LY PRINTED. 

Price Sixpence.
London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

WORKS BY CHARLES WATTS.
THE CLAIM S OF C H R ISTIAN ITY EXAM IN ED , FROM

A BATXONALIST STANDPOINT. 64 pp., 6d., by post 7d.
t h e  t e a c h i n g s  o f  s e c u l a r i s m  c o m p a r e d

WITH ORTHODOX CHRISTIANITY. Is., by post Is. 2d.
C H R IST IA N IT Y : ITS ORIGIN, NATURE, A N D  IN­

FLUENCE. 4d., by post 5d.
SECULARISM : DESTRUCTIVE A N D  CONSTRUCTIVE.

3d., by post 4d.
AGNOSTICISM A N D  CHRISTIAN T H E IS M : W H IC H

IS THE MORE REASONABLE? 3d., by post 4d.
A  REPLY TO FATHER LAMBERT’S “ TACTICS OF 

INFIDELS.”  6d., by post 7d.
THEOLOGICAL PRESUMPTION. An Open Letter to

the Rev. Dr. R. F. Burns, of Halifax, N.S. 2d., by post 2Jd.
THE N ATU R AL A N D  THE S U P E R N A T U R A L ; OR

BELIEF AND KNOWLEDGE. 3d., by post 4d.
EVO LU TIO N  A N D  SPECIAL CREATION. 3d., by post

4d.
h a p p i n e s s  i n  h e l l  a n d  m i s e r y  i n  h e a v e n .

3d., by post 4d.
SCIENCE A N D  TH E BIBLE. 4d., by post 5d.
BIBLE M O R A L IT Y : Its Teachings Shown to be Contra­

dictory and Defective as an Ethical Guide. 3d., by post 3 Jd.
SECULAR ISM : ITS R ELATION TO TH E SOCIAL

PROBLEMS OF THE DAY. 2d., by post 2Jd.
SE C U L A R ISM : IS IT FOUN D ED  ON  REASON, AN D

IS IT SUFFICIENT TO MEET THE WANTS OF MANKIND? 
Debate between the Editor of the Evening Mail (Halifax, N.S.) and 
Charles Watts. With Prefatory Letters by G. J. Holyoake and 
Colonel R. G. Ingersoll, and an Introduction by Helen H. Gardener. 
Is., by post Is. 2d.

IS THERE A LIFE BEYOND THE GRAVE? Reply to
Dr. R. B. Westbrook. 3d., by post 4d.

SAINTS A N D  S IN N E R S : W H IC H  ? 3d., by post 4d. 
W H Y  DO RIGHT ? A Secularist’s Answer. 3d., by post 4d' 
ED U CATIO N  : TRUE A N D  FALSE. 2d., by post 2ld. 
THE SUPERSTITION OF TH E CHRISTIAN SU N D A Y

A Plea for Liberty and Justice. 3d., by post 4d.
T h e  EXISTENCE OF G O D ;  OR, QUESTIONS FOR

THEISTS. 2d., by post 2Jd.
C H R ISTIAN ITY A N D  C IV ILIZAT IO N . 3d., by post 4d. 
London: Watts it Co., 17, Johnson’s Court, Fleet Street, E.C.

Price Sixpence,

THE BIRTH OF CHRIST.
A CHAPTER FROM

Strauss’s Original “ Life o f Jesus.”
W ITH AN INTRODUCTION BY 

O. W. FOOTE.
(A. Most Thorough Analysis and Exposuro of tho Gospel 

Story by a Master Hand.)

London : R. Fordor, 28 Stonccutter-stroet, E.C.

48 Pages, beautifu lly  printed and elegantly  
bound, price Sixpence,

THE

SIGN OF THE CROSS
A  C AN D ID  CRITICISM

OF

MR. W I LSO N  B A R R E T T ’S P L A Y
BY

G. W.  F O O T E

Contents :—
A  Pious Play 
Blasphemous Abuse 
Melodrama 
“  Claudian ”
Pagan and Christian Morality]
Pagan and Christian Torture 
Nero and His Vices 
Faith and Filth
The Primitive Christians and the Roman Empire
Fabulous Persecutions
Paul at Rome
Tho Neronic Persecution
The Forged Passage in Tacitus : its History and 

Probable Origin 
Mr. Barrett’s Cant 
The Real Sign of the Cross

London : R. Fordor, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.THE BEST BOOK
ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, I  BELIEVE,

TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND 
PRACTICE OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

By J. B. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.8.S.
160 pages, with portrait and autograph, hound in »loth, gilt lettered. 

Price It., poet fret.
*** In order to bring the information within the reach of the poor, the 

moat important parts of the book are issued in a pamphlet of 112 pages 
at ohb pknrt, post fres 2d. Copies of the pamphlet for distribution Is. 
a dozen post fret.

The National Reformer of 4th September, 1892, saye : “ Mr Holmes’ 
pamphlet . . .  is an almost unexceptionable statement of the Neo- 
Malthusian theory and practice . . . and throughout appeale to moral 
feeling. . . . The special value of Mr. Holmes’ service to the Neo- 
Malthusian cause and tc Human well-being generally is just his combi­
nation in his pamphlet of a plain statement of the physical and moral 
need for family limitation with a plain account of the means by which it 
can be secured, and an oiler to all concerned of the requisites at the 
lowest possible prices.”

The Council of the Malthneian League, Dr. Dryedale, Dr. AUbntt, and 
others, have also spoken of it in very high terms.

The Trade supplied by R. Forded, 28 Stonecutter-etreet, London, E.O. 
Other orderi should be sent to the author.
J. R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAGE, BERKS.

W. J. Rendell’s “ Wife’s Friend”
Recommended by Mrs. Besant in Law cf Population, p. St, and Dr. 
Allbutt in Wife't Handbook, p. SI. Made OXLY at No. 16 Chadwell- 
street, Olerkenwell; 2s. per doz., post free (reduction in larger 
quantities). For particulars send stamped envelope.

I M P O R T A N T  C A U T I O N .
Bew are cf useless imltat'oni substituted by some dealers and chemists, 
the words “ Rendell &  Go and “  J. W. Rendall,”  etc., being speciously 
and plausibly introduced to deceive the public.

L ook tor A utograph R egistered T rade Mark

____No. 182,688.
izr Ned I ek oir each Box, without which None are Gencihf.

Higginson’s Syringe, with Vertical and Reverse Current, 8«. id., 4s. 6d., 
and 6a. 6d. Dr. Palfrey’s Powder, Is. 2d. Quinine Compound, Is, 2d. 
Dr. Allbutt’s Qninine Powders, 8s. per doz. A ll prices poe. free.

W. J. RENDELL, 15 Cbadwell-st., Clerkanwell, E.C.
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GREAT SUMMER SALE.
21s. Parcels that contain £2  worth of Goods. Each parcel sent Carriage Paid for 21s-
1.— 2 Splendid Suit Length?, Tweed or Serge, any color. 2 .— 4 Trouser Lengths, wear guaranteed; Stripe, Check, or 
Mixture. 3 .— 2 Full I)res3 Lengths, with linings and buttons complete. 4 .—3 Dress Skirts, made to measure from 
any kind of material. 5 .— 1 Complete Costume to measure, and a Silver-mounted Umbrella. 6 .— 1 Suit Length, 1 
Dress Skirt, and 1 Beautiful Crepon Blouse. 7 .— 50 yards of High-class Flannelette, in 5 different designs. 8 .— 11 
yards Deep Pile Velveteen, black or any color. 9 .— 1 Gent’s Scarboro’ Mackintosh and 1 Trouser length. 1 0 .— 1 
Gent’s Umbrella, 1 Trouser Length, 1 Dress Length, and 1 Lady’s Umbrella. 11 .— 1 pair of All Wool Blankets, 1 
pair of large Sheets, 1 beautiful Quilt, 1 Tablecloth, and 1 pair of Curtains. 12 .— 1 pair Trousers, 1 Dress Skirt, 1 
Gent’s Umbrella, 1 Lady’s Umbrella. 13.— 15 yards Suiting for Boys’ Suits— very strong and durable. 14 .— 30 yards 
of Remnants for Children’s Dresses—all good colors and quality. 1 5 .— 2 pairs All Wool Blankets. 16.— 2 Night 
Dresses, 2 Chemises, 2 pairs Knickers, 2 pairs Stockings, 2 Skirts, 2 Handkerchiefs, 1 Silver-mounted Umbrella, 1 Fur 
Necktie. 17 .— 2 Men’s Wool Shirts, 2 pairs Drawers, 2 Under Vests, 2 pairs Socks, and 1 Umbrella. 1 8 .— 1 Youth’s 
Suit to measure, chest over vest not to be more than 32 inches. 19 .— 3 pairs Men’s Trousers to measure, all different. 
2 0 .— Parcel of goods made up of anything you name in reason. Please remember that during sale we are selling at 
about half ordinary prices. This will be a guide as to what you might ask for.

G RA ND C L E A R I N G  LINE.
630 Ladies’ Mackintoshes.

Warranted thoroughly Waterproof and Odorless. Sizes, length at back, 54, 5G, 58, and GO 
inches. Very latest style, and every garment well finished. Colors : Black, Navy, Brown, 
Fawn, Slate, and Grey. To fit persons up to 3G inch Bust.

Price A Cy Worth 1 Copy of G. W. Foote’s “  Flowers of Free-
Carriage fj / F  \ nearly thought,” value 2s. 6d., will be presented

Paid. J L £ J V y double. to each customer.

J. W. GOTT, 2 & 4 UNION STREET, BRADFORD.

Works by J. M. Wheeler.
Biographical Dictionary of Freethinkers of All Ages and 

Nations. Containing the Lives of over 1,000 Men and 
Women of Light and Leading. Reduced to 5s.

Footsteps of the Past. Essays on Human Evolution in 
Religion and Custom. 3s.

Bible Studies. Essays on Phallic Worship, Circumcision, 
Blood Rites, Jewish Sacrifices, Taboos, Ordeals, Witch­
craft, Prophets, Song of Solomon, Etc. Cloth illustrated, 
2s. Cd.

The Life and Writings of Voltaire. Is. paper; 2s. cloth. 
Secular Songs and Freethonght Readings. Is.
The Christian Doctrine of Hell. 2d.
Satan, Witchcraft, and the Bible. 2d.
Types of Religicnists. 2d.

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Just published, cloth, price 2a. Cd. post free,

THE RATIONALIST’S MANUAL.
A  Compendium of Theological and Biblical Criticism, Philosophy, 

Science, and Ethics. In two Parts. By A lktiikia, M.D.
Contents.—Part I. C i iri st ia ni s m  : its  S u pe r st it io n s  a n d  O r ig in . The 

Supernatural—Revelation—The Teachings o f Jesus not Original—Inspiration- 
Mistranslations o f the Bible Text—Some Bible Legends —A Few Contradictions in 
the “  Inspired Text ”—The Christian Messiah ; and Contemporary History— 
—Events in the Life of Jesus ; Miracles, etc.—Origin o f the Bible—Prayer— 
Worship, Sacrifice, and Baptism—Heaven, Hell, Ghosts, and Bogies—Future 
Life—Christian Symbols; the Cross, etc.—Ancient Festivals, Sabbaths, etc.— 
Ancient Gods, Trinities, and Scriptures—Origin o f Religion (Theology)—Origin of
the Word “  Christian ”—The Frui'.s o f Christianism-------- Part II. R a t i o n a l i s m :
it s  P hilos :phy a n d  R ule ok L ike . Rationalism—First Principles—Truths— 
Some Definitions —Knowledge, Belief, Faith, e t c—The Cause o f All—Life—Origin 
of Life—Evolution—Polarity—Ascent o f Man—Death and Dissolution—Morality— 
The Universe—The Earth; Geological Epochs, etc.—The Solar System; Seasons, 
etc.—The Ancient Zodiac-E thics and Customs of Social Life—Duty and Fault— 
Man’s Moral Code—Rationalist Societies—Public Holidays and their Origin— 
Naming and Registration o f Children—Marriage—Burial of the Dead—Freedom of 
Thought and Speech—Oaths, Affirmations, and Last Will—Index,

By tub same A uthor. Price Cd., post free 7d.,

A RATIONALIST CATECHISM
Of subjects concerning Man—his Gods and Superstitions.

“  Should be o f  interest to all ; . . .  gives in brief and̂  concise shape a large 
number of the conclusions o f rational science and criticism with regard to 
religion.” —Freethinker.

London: Watts & Co.,*17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street,E.C.

Price Fourpence,

BIBLE AND BEER.
BY

G. W. F O O T E .
Contents

Drink Traffic and Local Veto
Christian Methods of Reformation
Old Divines on the Lawfulness of Drinking
Paley and Sydney Smith
Church Opposition to Temperance Movement
Bible Drinks
Scriptural Praises of Wine 
Jesus and the Wine Miracle 
The Last Supper
Communion Port N
The Two-Wine Theory 
Religion and Intoxication 
Religious Drinking in tho Bible 
Water-Drinking Heretics 
Christianity and Mohammedanism 
Church Drinks
Absurdity of Bible Temperance 
Appeal to Common Senso

This pamphlet should he in the hands of every Freethinker for 
constant use against the upholders of the absurd claims of the 
Bible and Christianity in regard to Temperance. No pains 
have been spared to make it complete and unanswerable.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Now R eady. Price Twopence.

What is the Use of Prayer?
B y C . C O H E N .

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Printed end Published by O.W. Foots, at 28 Stonecutter-street, 
London, K.O.


