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PROVIDENCE AND THE BRITISH EMPIRE.

Snt W alter Besant is one of tbe few literary men w'
ahandle to their names.  &f course he is none the better
hni K i7nd Perrgsd hone the worse. It may be that the
the Tv °d Ras directed his attention teo pelities, oF khat
.ubilee fever suggested the profitableness of cater.in
i 4R imperialist ptﬂtggﬁc. R‘nyfm\?v, he has written a (i'ir{'tllg
JoJ>teen-penny book on The liise of the Empire (Marshall
atld Son: London), which is designed as an introduction to
a series of cheap volumes on the History of India and the
,ponies. As a matter of course, Sir Walter Besant tells
sstory in a very interesting manner. With the instinct
a novelist, he seizes upon points of living interest, and
P~Ants them in a free and flowing style.
T t“6 two most vulnerable parts of the British Empire are
[[eland and India. “1fA the ta%& of Ireland,” Sir Walter
there says, Ithere—has b_een no extension of empire;
poo = has been an extension of burden.” The Irish
nithg e> after six hundred years of conquest, are “ as
outseT” to shake off tho English yoke as they were at the
“nov’ and millions of the Irish race across tho Atlantic
the A°r ceasc fusing us, conspiring against us, embittering
j3 .jporicans against us.” Sir Walter Besant's business
bin. er to defend nor accuse in tho matter of Ireland,
QtO state the facts. _
a0dhk Empire in India is not the work of the British
rnment. It was absolutely created by the East India
HiutfanX ..imperial rule there dates from the timo of the
Nev fm Since then, wo are told, India has been quiet.
beetl r heless, we venture to say that there have always
oVer tiUn*hlings of discontent. Tho Union Jack floats
Bay, «r0 8r?at continent of India, and Sir Walter Besant
— .. at this fact “ should fill our hearts with pride and
}a{% Lejigé?" anc* 8honld causo us to do and to daro as our
all he CrS (lare(l>when England was a little place with
figh(. r hiStory t0 maho.” No doubt the English would
“prid ” Perately rather than givo up India. But the
race th invoiwed in this attitude is chiefly a prido of
older ' <t"er s'do of which is disdain of races with a far
India ?lvi“ zation. Nor is it cloar that the possession of

Rstin 1S-gny rcal advantage to tho people of England, as
Civil 8U8hed from certain classes in tho Army and the

ial*10rvice, It must bo admitted that our Indian empire
throVu®s»~ Aszn historical legacy, we cannot wilfully
8anl0 away, and abnegate our responsibilities; At the

nient Ime’ Overy Englishman who believes in solf-govcrn-
right CFUIt ~nt™*t ~bhcult to close his oyos to the ultimate
Power® 7mcMa 1° freodom from tho control of a Western
in Sj *wur policy in India should be to train the natives
may ~'B°vernment, so that when we do withdraw they
tvhilo i° caPable of progress and self-protection. Mean-
hot gQ f*1lla Pot indulge in pharisaic hypocrisy. We did
good f° Incl'a>and we have not remained there, for tho
ageri,.)- the inhabitants, but for our own profit and

0i?dlzeniOnt-

ThOy arC I0ni03 ~avo “ecn . UP *n a different way.
the a real extension of empire, though too often at

ab°ri j er expenso, and even tho annihilation, of tho
ef OUr °8 Sir Waltor Besant's rapid story of tho riso
e*celleni® °nies % *n overy way admirable. He gives an
doin,s . account of the Elizabethan seamen and their
credit” 1P lar West; and ho notes “ not to their
Next Goaat they “ first engaged in the slave trade.”

ol an account of tho various settlements in
*<e 837,

Sunday, August 8,

[Sub-Editor, J. M. W heeler.

1897.

Price Twopence.

Virginia. One is astonished at the smallness of the
“Virginia Company's” ships. Three that sailed from
England in 160G were the Susan, 100 tons ; the God-
speed, 40 tons; and the Discovery, 20 tons. In 1620 the
Mayflower emigrants landed at Plymouth Harbor. The
Pilgrim fathers fled from religious tyranny in England, and
they established a religious tyranny of their own in
Now England. “You must not believe,” Sir Walter
Besant says, “ that it was a land of religious liberty. The
Pilgrim fathers believed that everybody should think as
they themselves thought. Had they achieved their own
way, they would have sent Laud himself, and all who
thought like him, across the ocean with the greatest
alacrity.”  Mrs. Hutchinson and her followers were ex-
pelled from Boston. A branch broke off under a minister
named Thomas Hooker, founding towns in Connecticut.
Another branch, under another minister, settled at New
Haven. Religious differences caused the founding of
settlements on Rhode lIsland and in New Hampshire.
Roger Williams, who advocated complete religious liberty,
was banished from Boston as a damnable heretic; and he
and his friends settled at the head of Narr.agansett Bay.

The various settlements in America had English institu-
tions. They h«d no peers and no bishops, but they had
tho democratic parts of our constitution. “ The colonists,”
Sir Walter Besant says, “ wero practically republican long
before tho War of Independence.” When they threw oil'
the yoke of King George, they had no alternative but
the establishment of an open Republic. Those who draw
comparisons between Cromwell and Washington, as though
the latter could have set up a monarchy, do not know
what they .are talking about.

Tho United States of America owe much to England,
though nothing to the English government. Between 1853
and 1888 no less than 6,012,043 emigrants from the United
Kingdom poured into the great Western Republic. Nearly
half of these were English, two-fifths of them wero Irish,
and one-tenth Scotch. There is good reason, then, in tho
nature of things, why this country and tho United States
should be friendly, and if possiblo brotherly. A conflict
between them would bo a kind of civil war.

We h«avo not timo to follow Sir AValter Besant's account
of our colonies in throe continents—Canada, South Africa,
Australia, and New Zealand. It is only 130 years sinco tho
first Englishman sot foot on the Australian shore. The
survey of tho coasts was not completed until the famous
voyage of the Beagle in 1837-43. On board that ship was
tho great Charles Darwin, slowly maturing for his mighty
achievement in the realm of science. How now it all is 1
Our “ Empire,” after all, is a thing of yesterday. We need
not pride ourselves too much till wo see what we mako of
it.

Tho Anglo-Saxon race is spread over a very large portion
of the globe. Our colonies represent every kind of climate
that exists. Sir Walter Besant would help to pooplo them
by sending them our unemployed. Hitherto, he says, our
statesmen have done nothing for tho Empire. He says it
is time they began.

The Englishman is a trader, and Sir Walter Besant
believes in the civilizing powers of Trade.

This it is which opens up the world. Trade first
induces men to break bread with each other rather than
break each other’s heads. Trade it is which widens
boundaries, removes hedges, and fills up ditches ; trade
creates new wants, and imparts now ideas ; trade it i
which makes it possible for men to understand th
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they have common wants, and must act in common to
satisfy those wants; trade creates and fosters the
virtues of loyalty, brotherhood, and discipline ; trade it
is which stimulates the study and the practice of the
arts; trade is the founder and father of enterprise,
invention, science, travel, and exploration.

Sir Walter Besant maintains that the Englishman of to-
day is essentially the Englishman of King Alfred’s days.
He draws a large picture of this Englishman, as fond of
fighting and open-air exercises, a big eater and drinker,
restless, and full of enterprise. But he is intensely practical,
little of an idealist, and governed by sentiment rather than

reason. He is profoundly religious, but averse to priest-
craft; tender and chivalrous to women, and fond of
children. “ Ho sits at home,” Sir Walter Besant says,

“ with his wife and children, and desires no other society ”
—we presume, not even the public-house.

“ The race,” Sir Walter Besant says, “ has been singularly
favored by fortune or by providence.” This is on page
one. On page ninety-two “fortune” is dropped, and
Providence reigns alone with a capital P. To our mind,
this is somewhat blasphemous. Englishmen should avoid
imitating the Jews and fancying themselves the chosen
people. Other nations have contributed their quota to the
world’s civilization. Englishmen have not done everything.
What we have dono is not miraculous. *“ Providence” is
not the explanation of our good fortune. The Straits of
Dover aro a better key to the mystery. Had our country
been, not an island, but an extension of the continent of
Europe, how different would our history have been ! This
is a little land, with an immense seaboard, inhabited by a
fusion of races, and crammed with coal and iron. We got
the start in industrialism, and this, coupled with our
geographical position, gave us our commerce and maritime
power. The matter is clear enough to natural eyesight,
but some people must have a dash of mystery in everything.

G. W. FOOTE.

LIBERAL HIGH CHURCH THEOLOGY.

In tho current number of the New Century Review tho Rev.
Samuel Holmes writes on “ Liberal High Church Theology
and Professor Goldwin Smith." Mr. Holmes is himself one
of those liberal theologians who fancy they can hold with
the Church hare and at the same time run with the hounds
of Free Inquiry. Perhaps it would be moro true, if les3
polite, to say that he is one who, having a billet in tho Church,
is ready to adapt his belief to the requirements of modern
thought in any way that does not involve tho resignation
of that position. Tho substance of the Rev. Samuel Holmes'’s
answer to Professor Goldwin Smith is that in reality
Bibliolatry, the belief in Bible inerrancy, is not “ Chris-
tianity’s millstone,” for the simplo reason that “ influential
members of tho most popular party in tho Church of
England ” have got rid of it. It is truo that Dr. Puscy,
the founder of tho High Church party, would have been
astonished and dismayed by the admissions of Lux Mundi;
but it is none less certain that, as High Churchism has
climbed to the top, so Broad Churchism ha3 spread about
its roots. Mr. Holmes says: “ Every lover of truth will
rejoice that candid scholarship and staunch Churchmanship
are to bo found side by side; that many of those who adopt
the same Church principles as tho writers of Lux Mundi
are prepared to discuss with perfectly open minds the con-
tentions of literary and scientific criticism.” How far
these questions are likely to bo discussed with perfectly
open minds by those whose livings are in the Church is a
guestion upon which some others besides Professor Goldwin
Smith may have a slight difference of opinion with tho
Rev. Samuel Holmes. That gentleman gives us little
opportunity of testing the point in his own case. Ho doe3
not make clear his own position in relation even to the
inerrancy of the Bible. Canon Liddon, tho leading light
of tho High Church party, emphatically denounced all who
refused to ascribe the Pentateuch to Moses, and Daniel to
its traditional author of that name; but Mr. Holmes shows
us that, under the pressure of external opinion, a change
has been going on within tho Church itself. The younger
generation cannot accept and preach the doctrine of their
fathers. In 1861 Dr. Pusey denounced the “ heathenism”
of Colenso; but, as Mr. Holmes points out, views on the
Old Testament indistinguishable on points of criticism
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from those of Colenso were admitted in tho Lux Mundi to
be true, and are now being largely adopted.
Mr. Holmes says :—
“As to tho existence of legendary matter in the
Scriptures, many of the younger clergy admit it nore
or less, and are thankful to know that such an essay 83
that of Dr. Bonney could be read at a Church Congress.
Snch deliverances as his secure to them a certain
freedom, if not of speech, yet of belief. But | venture
to protest against the word ‘millstone,” as liable to
mislead. For it should be thoroughly understood that
the belief in the inerrancy of the Bible is now rejected
by large numbers of eminent Christian teachers, who,
when occasion demands, freely express their opinio(8
finding—and that is all that can be asked for—perfect

toleration.”

This, after all, only means that the Church has found that
it cannot afford to kick out the most intelligent of its men
and, to me, | confess it indicates a paltering with truth
rather than either candid scholarship or staunch Church
manship; and | must regretfully say that the impression
is confirmed by what Mr. Holmes himself has to say on the
doctrine of Inspiration. This shall bo stated in his offil
words :—

“In truth, the doctrine of Inspiration is only one pha]8
of the old problem which meets us in Free-will. »
long as we admit the existence of a God in the world»
and at the same time believe in the freedom of maD
will, the amount of help and guidance given by God
man will always be a question of the great®
perplexity. But if there does exist a Supreme Beinfb

the Creator and Sustainer of the world, is jt 8012a

beyond tg %N\ﬂ'\s Erfk F’yﬁgﬂ! Mfg saaﬂﬁtqf +3

guidance in spiritual matters can be discerned p

history of the Jews and of the early Christian Chur
I must tell Mr. llolme3 plainly that it seems to me that
raising tho metaphysical question of freo-will—in going
the common assumptions of Theism, and in referring to ~
history of the Jews and of tho early Christian Church",
is but trying to carry us back to somo realm of perp'@"t'f
when the pretences of his Chureh cannot so easily bo
to be false. The plain question is, On what grounds
tho Church say that its touchings are inspired
than, say, tho laws of England or tho axioms of Eueli«

Mr. Holmes says: “ While admitting that our t0
ccssors were mistaken as to the kind of knowledg®
which inspiration extended, they woro right in bell®
in tho divine guidance of the religious teachers of n{
Tho existence of that divine guidance is the i®PQL
point; in that we too believo as well as they} ther! 1
still use tho word ‘inspiration. In other worG
points where tho doctrino of inspiration could be tes
such as the time of tho creation, tho making of woman,
—tho doctrine has broken down ; but it is still upbe
quarters whero the information of thoso who
studied comparative religion and tho evolution °f be jo
is scanty. But what solitary fact can Mr. Holmes addll. »
show that tho Jews woro any moro divinely guided
tho Egyptians or any other nation ?
Mr. llolmes tells us that tho Liberal High ChtirC j

“ takes tho authority of Christ as paramount on m°r8 iOn
spiritual matters, and romcmber3 that Ho on ono ®c'
unmistakably said that tho uttcranco of ono of 111 jed
ciples was inspired. ‘Flosh and blood hath not rc\jjsu3

N

it unto thee.’” If Potcr was inspired when he said giiii
wa3 the Christ, was Christ himself inspired when n ~
“ Moses wroto of me,” when ho rebukod devils, an j0
ho said that thero were thoso standing around In jjjs

should not taste of death until they saw him coming Q)
kingdom ? Mr. Holmes, in citing particular utto jotfll
forgets his own admission, that tho books have co/ n°Oppof'
through orring men, who, of course, havo had th° jj[eml

tunity of manipulating tho texts. In giving UP jying
inspiration ho is letting out the waters without per
whither thoy will carry him. _, Jiigb

Mr. Holmes gives us little idea of what Libera ~sjgt
Church theology stands for. But it is difficult
the impression that it represents tho endeavor of I ~ ofl
to accommodate themselves to a new position—t0s 0 b/
tho one hand, to hold their own over tho P°PU ear 8]
a display of sacerdotal rites, and, on tho other, to alT. ald
if in lino with tho knowledge of tho intolbg”j;,

cultured community.

Freedom is tho aim of morality.—Professor Smeh
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RIGHT OF FREE SPEECH.

One great distinction between Freethinkers and mostp -
fcssed Christians consists in the fact that the former have

Iways vindicated the right of free speech, while the lat
aveyéone their best eithter to limit or to prohibit tﬂe utter-

ances of those who differed from them. The history of the
Christian Church i3 a painful record of persistent persecu-
tion of heretics by the alleged followers of Jesus. It com-
menced almost as soon as the Christians possessed sufficient
power to enforce their will, and it has not ceased yet. he

Church,” remarks Draper, “ set herself forth as the deposi-

tory and arbiter of knowledge ; she was over ready to resort
to the civil power to compel obedience to her decisions.......

She became a stumhling-hlock in the intellectual advance,
PRt of Europe for more than a thousand years” ( Conflict
beneeen Religion and Scmnee, p. 52). Wiswory seenms with
narratives of persecutions practised by believers in Chris-
tianity upon those who could not share their views of the
faith. For proof of this the reader is referred to Buckle s
History of Civilization, Earl Russell’s History of the Christum
Religion, Howitt’'s History of Priestcraft, Fergusons Penalties
°f Greatness, and Dick’s Philosophy of Religion, from these
Pages it will be seen that the persecuting spirit has always

heen a striking feature of Christian propaganda, '0:'u
ecked through the

nately, the evil"has been considerably ch
persistent advocacy of Freethought principles, although,
as we shall presently see, it is not yet entirely eradicated.
It is urged by Christian exponents that, when the
Members of their faith interfere with freo speech, they do
S in spite of the teachings of their religion. This is not
8j but, even if it were, it would only show that their
faith fails to induce them to abstain from doing wrong.
We gHuilly aj mit that in some professors of Christianity
hl_Jmanity is more powerful than theology; hence such
P&ds grant to others that freedom which they justly
claim ¢, themselves. There are others, however, in the
fMd whose love of justice is subordinate to their religious
laretasm  snd® tMese very peopto persecute unbetig\/ers
hen and whero they have the power. In fact, many of
such hersons think their conduct is justified by such teach-
Ings of the New Testament as the following. Christ, on
sending his disciples upon a preaching expedition, said

(Matthew x.): " Whosoever shall not receive you, nor

-STS

hat ,lental writers, was a mode in the East of showing
Thret* towar<I3 those against whom the dust was shaken.
tr °.PUnsshment threatened those who refused theadminis
w ions Of §330 disieiplea is mpost sewgre, for “ it shall be
fia/0 t.>eratide 1°r the land of Sodom anti Gomorrah in tho
°* judgment than for that city” (verses 14 and 15).
Uﬁ%accords with tho gloomy and revengoful announcement
Ky 17033 i.): “ Tho Lord Jesus shall be revealed from
mvori, with his mighty angels in flaming fire, taking
tho”°ance, on them that know not God, and that oboy noli
-yuospel Of our Lord Jesus Christ, who shall be punished
~Neverlasting destruction from tho presence of tho Lord,
ahd from tho glory of his powor, when ho shall como to bo
glorified m mis saints, and to bo admired in all them that
Mieve.” B&) Raul exolaims (Gal. i.): “ If any man preach
I n? othor gospel unto you than that ye have received, let
b,ta bo accursed.” He also says (1 Tim. vi. 3-5): “ « any
* aa teach otherwise, and consent not to the wholesome
°rds, even tho words of our Lord Jesus Christ be is

{i° H knowing nothing From such withdraw thyself.
.I'l 'whom is Hymenams and Alexander; whom | have
ocUvercd unto Satan, that thoy may learn not to blas-
Pneme” (I Tim. i. 20). In these passages persccutionand
Punishment are clearly taught for disbolief. What stimu-
nt did even Christ give to think freely when ho said, |
In the way, tho truth, and tho life; no man comcth unto
ne lather but by me; if a man abido not in me, ho is
forth aa a branch, and is withered; and men gather

la°n’ an(l cast them into the fire, and they are burned
, there any incentive to impartial investigation in the
0°my words, “ Ho that bcliovoth and is baptizod shall bo
i25» but ho that boliovoth not shall be damned ? Once
abhah among mankind tho erroneous notion that truth
. confined to one particular channel, and that those who
"wifpt go im fRat eireetiBA aro to bo cast forth as a
th  bored branch,” and then the impossibility of unfettered
ugnt will immediately bo apparont. Put a man to
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examine a subject, and tell him that, regardless of evidence,
he must arrive at one conclusion or be damned, the pursuit
of truth is then made a hypocritical farce rather than a

Qhristians foolishly and incorrectly™ taunt uuo
larigtg with making but “ slow progress, it is apB?ﬁ

w nv«rinnlr«d tW. wn MnibVannflrt in nnr advnr.ae
rently overlooked that we are handicapped in our advocacy,

and subject to obstacles which Christians have not to en-
counter. An instance of this has recently occurred at New
Brompton, where Secularist lecturers have been denied
the right of free speech. The particulars of this act of
bigotry have already appeared in the Freethinker, but we
again refer to the supjgqivdr W%qﬁpc%’ohgqgghmﬂa
that very pious papgf| &R ite’bedatedidsd VieSedimieHavdng

N W  who in.nlt. «nr
18xRibitieA 6f personal violence to those who insult our
most holy faith, as neither good order nor our own cause
'will be served by taking the law into our own hands.
But it is certainly interesting to find that an ordinary
working-class crowd can be stirred to such indignation as
was the case at Chatham the other day by the profanities
of an infidel lecturer, and satisfactory to learn from the
sequel that authorities can act so firmly as hasMajor-
General Sir Charles Warren, commanding the Thames
District, who has given.instructions.that Secularist-speakers

|2 gt tg e alloved i a0dyge,TeSHNgS, Pl Chashemddns®

ance, when a crowd (among whom were several soldiers)
assumed a threatening attitude towards a Secularist lecturer
who had spoken in very offensive terms of the Christian
religion.”

The Rock here displays a fine specimen of that veiled
hypocrisy, theological conceit, and orthodox impertinence
for which certain Christian writers and speakers are noted.
The pious editor says he would be the a3t “ to commend,”
etc. ; but yet he finds it “ certainly interesting” to know
that the crowd acted as they did. That is, he would not
recommend an outrage, but he was glad all the same that
it was perpetrated. This is orthodox consistency with a
vengeance. It is wearing the mask of peace, whilo rejoicing
at social warfaro. Where docs the doctrine of “ love your
enemies” come in hero 1 Talk of “insult [to] our most
holy faith”! Why, no Secularist lecturer ever uses so
many insulting epithets towards any faith as the Rock does

towards, Hg B MRE Lo SARANG gl AN we' Pe RS HAN LA

pkraBC3a3t- e80 : “ The bloodstained hiatoryot Romanism

they (tho Catholics) aro “ heretics, seducers,” “ wolves
in sheep’s clothing  and we further read : “ It is our duty
to oppose every effort they may make to obtain influence
or power in our public life; to hold up every entrance to
public positions of authority from them, seeing that if
they gain these they would then be able to put into practice
tho intolerance and persecution they can only now (thank
God) talk about.” Is not this an insult to tho “ holy faith ”
of tho Roman Catholic ? We opine that ho would think

” o«

so. Judging from the gross insults which tho Rock is
c on t m ual | y b i s sanctified
nate for™ ~e J nora<.,,,t« .a mwn

friotids havo not the power to persecute as Protestants onco
did. Are not tho following words, which aro ascribed to
Christ, appropriate hero: “ Thou hypocrite, cast out first
tho beam out of thino own eye, and then shalt thou seo
clearly to pull out the mote that is in thy brother’'s eye ”
(Luke vi. 42) 1

What does tho Rock mean when it writes of “ tho pro-
fanities of an infidel lecturer,” and of his speaking “ in vory
offensive terms of the Christian religion "1 A Secularist is
not an “ infidel,” but an honest and sincore disboliovor in
the shams and hypocrisy which arc called orthodox Chris-
tianity. If wo accept the editor's dictum, ho is an
“infidel ” to tho “ most holy faith” of tho Catholics,
towards which ho, week after weok, indulges in “ pro-
fanities” and *“ offensive terms” of an exceedingly un-
dignified kind. Tho bitter feoling which ho displays
towards Secularists, and the reckless charges that he makes
against them, remind us of tho pertinent rebuke which
the lato Professor Iluxlcy gave his orthodox calumniators.
Ho said that he noticed tho charges brought against him,
“ merely to illustrate tho great truth, forced on me by long
oxporience, that it is only from thoso who enjoy tho
blessings of a firm hold of tho Christian faith that such
manifestations of meekness, pationce, and charity aro to bo
oxpectcd ” (Controverted Questions, p. 481). To road how
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the self-satisfied Christian genius of the Rod: assumes that
his idea of religion is the true one, and far superior to all
others, would be amusing but that it may possibly tend to
perpetuate an intellectual fraud among the ignorant and
credulous believers in his bigoted and antiquated theology.

On the action of Sir Charles Warren in giving orders
to prevent the Secularists from speaking on the recreation
grounds called the Chatham Lines, we abstain, for the time
being, from further comment. The present writer is
engaged to speak on the forbidden ground on Sunday
morning, August 15; and we hope in the meantime that
some amicable arrangement will be arrived at.  Free speech
is so dear to us, and its rights have been so bravely
defended by the Secular party, that we shall not allow it
to be assailed without doing our best to maintain its force,
and to protect it from any unjust interference.

Charles W atts.

THE GOSPEL NARRATIVES.

|.—The Story of the Baptist

It has bean fully shown, in a former series of articles, that
we do not possess the testimony of a single individual to
the actual occurrence of any of the events related in the
Gospels, and that the narratives related in those books
represent merely what was believed among the Christians
about the middle of the second century. It has also been
shown that those narratives, wherever they have been
tested, are found to be fictitious. | will now examine, at
moro length, some of the most important of these narra-
tives, so as to place the fact beyond doubt that the latter
conclusion is, in every case, the only ono possi >le.

The earliest written Gospel, as far as w arc able to
judge, was that “ according to tho Hebrews.” This Gospel,
like our second Synoptic, contained no account of tho birth
of Christ, but commenced with the preaching i f John the
Baptist. The opening paragraph in the copy possessed by
Epiphanus read as follows :—

“ It came to pass in the days of Herod, king of Judea,
that John came baptizing with a baptism of repentance in
the river Jordan...... and all went out to him.”

The earliest of tho canonical Gospels—that “ according to”
Mark—also commences with the preaching of the Baptist,
and, omitting an added quotation from Isaiah, reads :(—

" John came, who baptized...... and preached the baptism
of repentance unto remission of sins. And there, went out
unto him all the country of Judea, and all they of
Jerusalem ; and they were baptised of him in the river
Jordan confessing their sins” (i. 4, 5).

Here, by a comparison of the two passages, wo are able to
seo how tho original narrative was amplified and improved.
Coming now to the account of tho imprisonment and
death of .John, we find that the compilers of the First and
Second Gospels introduce the subject in a somewhat
rcmarkablo manner. Thus, Matthew says (xiv. 1, 2):—

“ o, at that season Herod tho tetrarch heard the
report concerning Jesus, and he said unto his servants,
This is John the Baptist; he is risen from the dead.”

Mark, following precisely tho same method, says (vi. 11):—

“ King Herod heard thereof...... and he said, John the
Baptist is risen from the dead.”

It would be fruitless to stop to inquire how tho Gospel
writers knew what Herod had heard, more especially since
Jesus never once visited any of tho cities or villages in
Galilee (with the single exception of Capernaum), and could
not, therefore, have gained any notoriety at all. Matthew,
however, makes use of the error into which Herod is said
to have fallen as an introduction to tho story of the arrest
and death of tho Baptist, and goes on to say :(—

"For Herod had laid hold on John, and bound him,
and put him in prison for the sake of llerodias, his
brother Philip’s wife.”

Strangely enough, Mark also makes this supposed mistake
of Herod tho introduction to his story of the arrest and
imprisonment of the Baptist. Ho says i—

“ For Herod himself had sent forth, and laid hold upon

John, and bound him in prison for the sake of Herodias,
his brother Philip’s wife.”

Turning again to Matthew, that compiler, having stated
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that Herod had cast John into prison, proceeds to give the
tetrarch’s reason for doing so, which ought logically to have
been given first. He says .—

"For John said unto him, It is not lawful for thee to
have her.”
Mark also, by a wonderful coincidence, follows the same
plan .—
"For John said unto Herod, It is not lawful for thee
to have thy brother’s wife.”

Both evangelists, in fact, commence to tell the story back-
wards. In both accounts the narrative of John’s imprison-
ment and death is related merely as an explanation of
Herod’s reason for believing Jesus to be the Baptist. The
phraseology, too, is in many parts identical. The explana-
tion of this peculiar way of introducing the story is, **
course, obvious. The two compilers took their accounts
from copies of the same document. The third Synoptic
Luke, was also acquainted with this document (ix. 7-9 >
ili. 19, 20); but he does not adhere to it so closely as the
other two.

The story, as told by the first two evangelists, is that
Herod had taken to himself Herodias, his brother Philip9
wife, and, being reproved for so doing by the Baptist, he
had cast that pious meddler into prison. Then, later sw
to use the words of Matthew, “ when Herod’s birthday
came, the daughter of Herodias danced in the midst, and
pleased Herod. Whereupon he promised with an oath to
give her whatsoever she should ask. And she, being Put
forward by her mother, saith : Give mo here in a charger
the head of John the Baptist....... And Herod sent and
beheaded John in prison. And his head was brought in 9
charger, and given to the damsel: and she brought itt0
her mother” (xiv. 3-11).

There is in this story just a small grain of truth. R.1
truo that Antipas, the tetrarch of Galilee, placed the Bapt®
in confinement, and subsequently caused him to be put »
death ; but the stories of John rebuking Antipas on accoun
of marrying Herodias, of the dancing before him, of to®
oath, of the demand for the Baptist's head, and Jobl
immediate execution in consequence— these are pure fab]&%

In tho first place, Antipas did not take his broth®
Philip’'s wife. He did, howover, induce Herodias, tho w*
of his half-brother Herod, to leavo hor husband and 1R
with him. This Herod was named after his father, H®r°
tho Great; and was net called “ Heroed Philip,” as.gosP,
reconcilers frequently assert. The following table sho
tho relationship:—

Herod tho Great
|

(by Mariamno) (by Malthace) (by Cleopatra)

Herod | |
Archelaus Antipas

Philip

After tho death of Horod tho Great, tho kingdom "'bj»
had been governed by that king was divided between
sons Archolaus, Antipas, and Philip; tho first taking J ,
and Samaria, the second Galilee and Perea, and the 11
Trachonitis and Gaulonitis. The eldest son, Herod, ba »
been disinherited by his father, had nothing. Her0
tho wife of tho latter, was inordinately ambitious,
readily agreed to tho proposal of Antipas (who ba . #
assumed the title “ Herod ”). She, however, made ~
condition that that tetrarch should put away bis a
wifo before sho came to him. But this wife, who wa (is
daughter of Aretas, King of Arabia Potrca, having! ~
coverod the perfidious compact, fled to her father, an™ "ys
latter immediately advanced with an army again®sled

faithless son-in-law. In an engagement whbicu jius
Herod Antipas was defeated. Upon this event J°
remarks (Anlup, xviii., v. 2):— ,al

“ Now, some of tho Jews thought that the desJr? gy,
of Herod’'s army camo from God, and that very.;t wed
as a punishment for what he did against John *  re’C
called the Baptist...... For Herod, fearing lest t 1 {Jbj9
influence John had over the peoplo might putloUdfit E
power and inclination to raise a rebellion...... 1 ,.;«cbiet

out of Herod's suspicious temper, to Macuoi
| before mentioned, and was there put to death.

Hero the Baptist is only mentioned incidentally to aCt .;IrS
for the Tetrarch’'s defeat; ho had been dead some /
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whon this battle was fought, and could therefore have had
no knowledge of Herod’s proposal to Herodias.

According to Luke’'s Gospel (iii. 1), John the Baptist
c°* ®encg(l preaching and baptizing in the fifteenth year
? * bonus (viz., a d. 28), and shortly afterwards was cast
Into prison. His public ministry, then, can only be
counted by weeks or months. It was, in fact, not until
o ter his arrest that Jesus is represented as commencing

Is own ministry in Galilee. Tho date of this arrest
cannot, therefore, be placed later than AD. 29. Now, in

« year>an,l for several years after, Herodias was living

1n her lawful husband, Herod, and her daughter Saloni8
jwnom the Gospel writer has confounded with Herodias
erself) was at this time tho wife of Philip, tho half-
ELQt_her of Antipas, who was sometimes calted *“ Herod

.'j"'lf’-‘ The concocter of the Gospel story was

Wently not aware that tho *“damsel” whom ho re-
presents as dancing before “ Herod ” wa3 a great lady,

8 wife of Philip the tetrarch, whose actions were not
lik' fr control of her mother, and who would not be

cly to demean herself by acting the part of a common
aneing girl before an assembly of half-intoxicated men—

@®n had her husband permitted such an exhibition,
fix j ,Nate the war between Antipas and Aretas is

deM, two events- ~ occurred not long after the
eath of Philip the tetrarch, and a short time before

ntuis Pilate was sent to Rome to answer charges made
kauist him by the Jows. The first took place in “ the
s ent'Obb year of Tiberius Caisar’—viz., ina.d. 33-31; the

the h 'n AD' The flight of the wife of Antipas and
tho . ' Aretas took place, therefore, in or about
of Tar N~ —s* Pears after the arrest and imprisonment
fivo0° n479 lu other words, John had been dead

wiuQL ~ years when Herodias left her husband to livo
icir Autipas. Thus, tho story of that baptizer rebuking
crod ” is proved to be an impudent fabrication,
ini am’ castle in which tho Baptist was confined was
and ° aoutbern part of Perea, to the East of the Dead Sea,
(<aljisov?nty or eighty miles distant from the nearest part of
In which “ Herod” is stated to have been feasting. It
have ' ~ en’ bave been utterly impossible for Antipas to
bead ”6nt so” 'ers to behead John and bring back his
i,,r, tin, a charger during tho progress of the feast, as
atcd in the Gospel story.
alr ? two Gospel accounts of tho Baptist were derived, as
tin]. ¥ stated, from an oarlier document, whoso writer is
origi.T"" AIll wo can say with any cortainty of tho
Tialifi 1'~*Heator °f tho story {3 that ho was eminently

doubtl ~°r k's task, and was as great at lying as ho was
C8S pious. Abracadabra.

the speaker at prayers.

Tu
cednre fro, "umorous antiquated formalities in the pro-
no one °* ~sar*amont which aro so harmlessly absurd that
humor 'iGe”  dkturbed by their continuance. A good-
inVOlve< toleration, for tho sako of the Strangers’ Gallery,
havo 0s*'? sacrifice of principle. Most of tho eccentricities
atla,tj aistory, and, whilo they servo to amuso Trans-
pro.»..9 an”* °thor visitors, thoy odor no impediment to tho
(g ss °f business.
houses"6 . mality> howevor— tho daily opening of tho two
Patione Wit Prayor—it is difficult to speak with equal
c°ntin,’- Wfiy an(f how it should havo been suilercd to
°f 60 1380 long will probably bo ono of tho prize-puzzlos
Why ] .°. futuro generation. It will bo dimly understood
Tlouse nf 8 as bishops, woro permitted to sit in tho
is rotte Everything connected with that House
hensiOnn’ will bo hopelessly boyond tho compro-
have et)j some other century how the Commons could
rolic Of( Ur?~ "n their own Chambor such an objoctionablo
l,rayOrs hliOstly domination as these Church of England
Jive O{ * -fc'fly, wo aro a conservative nation—conserva-
"ad, of ,Verything, indiscriminately; of tho good and tho
> ,] 10P'cturesque and tho absurd.
Pcobably V 13 world in shedding its “ old clol” that
to Sco t)SOni? timo will elapse boforc peoplo will bo brought
gr°teSqilQ0 ~coogruity and wuselcssnoss of tho present
SWif> thn ~reuco 10 Draclical legislation. When they do
ecbo in d laughter of tho few of to-day will find its
guidance [llniv3rfial roar. The farcical appeal for help and
0 an obviously deaf, or indifferent, or immutable

Deity will be discontinued, and it will then be made
apparent, even to the pious, that legislation has suffered
no loss. For the present, superstition is so tenacious of
existence and so widely extended that even our American
cousins, who have freely divested themselves of most of
their “ old clo’,” still retain this rag in their Senate.

In our House of Commons the devotional exercise has,
at any rate, the merit of absorbing but little time. While
the members are standing uncovered Canon Wilberforce
reads prayers, which do not occupy more than five minutes.
Generally the attendance of members is larger than might
be expected; but the secret is, the bulk of the rank and file
often attend prayers simply to secure seats. In the House
of Lords, where prayers aro usually read by tho junior
bishop, the formality is equally expeditious. It is not,
however, the time occupied, but tho thing done, that we
have to consider; and, as in ordinary life much mischief
may be wrought in a minute, so in Parliamentary procedure
avery important principle may be sacrificed in the twinkling
of an eye.

Prayers in tho House cannot be said to bo necessary,
even from the Christian point of view. The Christian men
who constitute the bulk of the London County Council find
themselves equal to a great deal of work without any
sanctimonious prelude. They initiate and carry out big
schemes without the aid of a chaplain or a stereotyped
appeal to the Savior. They do not call upon the Holy
Ghost to take part in their calculations when levying a
rate; they make no attempt to strike up a five minutes’
connection between tho Throne of Grace and Spring-
gardens ; and appear to go more in fear of tho daily press
than of the displeasure of Jahveh. Imagine tho provincial
astonishment that would be excited if the mayor of a
borough felt it necessary to call upon tho town clerk to
read the Lord’s Prayer prior to tho presentation of the
sowago report!

Parliament—Ilet it pride itself as it may upon its achieve-
ments—does not, after all, effect so much practical good in
one session as tho County Councils and Town Councils and
School Boards and Boards of Guardians and other local
authorities throughout tho country are doing every day.
And why it alone should bo timorous in entering upon its
duties without a preliminary worrying of the Maker of all
things—who presumably has other worlds to attend to a3
well as this, and cannot bo expected to be always throwing
in his voto and influence at St. Stephen’s—is really boyond
tho comprehension of the unsophisticated mind.

If there were any perceptible result from these “ prayers,
prayers, idle prayers,” tho formality might be forgiven.
But no one pretends that the gabbled jargon to a Mumbo
Jumbo—known to some of tho members, but absolutely
unknown to others— has any appreciable effect on the tone,
temper, speeches, or votos of tho Legislature. Has it
influenced a solitary division 1 Has it softened tho asperity,
or prevented tho prevarication, or checked the chicanery,
of Ministry or Opposition 1 Has it stopped an hon. member
putting tho question of which ho has given notice, or
a Secretary of Stato giving tho reply ho has proparod 1
Assuredly not. In plain torms, the thing is an ompty,
mcaningloss coremony, perfunctorily performed, absolutely
dovoid of interost, and having about as much practical
effect as that wonderful proclamation against vice and
immorality read by tho Clerk of Arraigns at tho opening
of Assize.

If thoro aro hon. members who sincerely boliovo that
they receivo guidanco from on High as well as from the
party Whips, why do thoy not pray for it in their closets,
or in the smoke-room of tho House—though not too near
to Mr. Labouchere—or anywhere olso that affords facilities
for a privato entreaty to hoavon 1 Then other hon. members
would bo spared tho nausea of finding tho orders of tho day
eternally preceded by “ prayers.” It will bo said, of courso,
that members to whom prayers aro distasteful noed not
enter tho House whilo thoy are proceeding. Truo, and
tho same might bo said if tho Speaker opened tho House
with a comic song or a “ nigger ” breakdown.

Tho indifforenco with which membors generally treat
tho sacerdotal imposition is exemplified i tho Solect
Committees as well as in tho House itself. Should there
bo a sitting boforo four o’clock, the members’ door of each
Committee-room is abruptly thrust open, and a gilt-badged
official bawls in : “ Tho Speaker at Prayers!” The members
turn their heads unconcornedly, and proceed with their
business. Yory different, however, is tho effect when
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similarly comes the warning cry, “ Division " and a ques-
tion of moment is afoot. Prayers may be missed, but a
vote on an important matter—never !

In its origin and continuance, the practice is based upon
the constitutional assumption that Christianity is a part of
the law, and consequently should be associated with the
law-making. But as the Christianity in this case happens
to mean Church of Englandism, the proceeding—in view
of the personnel of the Assembly and the varied religious
and non-religious opinions the representatives hold—is a
clerical imposition to which all may object. Why should
not the very considerable contingent of Irish Catholic
representatives, who are forced to come to Westminster,
insist that an intercessional prayer should be put up on
their behalf to the Virgin Mary ?

Nonconformists might succeed, if they tried, in removing
from the Senate this survival of State ecclesiasticism, and
that other survival which is even worse—the administering
of the oath to witnesses before the Committees. But, alas,
the majority of Dissenters are themselves too thickly tarred
with the theological brush to actively resent the infliction.
Nevertheless, it must strike them at times that the whole
atmosphere of the House is inimical to a proper devotional
spirit, and that the ruthless dragging of sacred things into
an arena where, at best, they are treated with cold tolera-
tion, partakes somewhat of sacrilege and desecration. To
the reverential believer it must seem that here, at any
rate, the office of prayers would bo more “ honored in the
breach than the observance.”

On all grounds, therefore, one would like to hail the
advent of a modern Cromwell who should order, not the
taking away of a harmless bauble to be afterwards replaced,
but the final removal of these remnants of sacerdotal sway.

Francis Neale.

MRS. HARRIET LAW.

The late Mrs. Harriet Law, whose valiant work for
Freethought deserves to be kept in remembrance, was born
on November 5, 1831, at Ongar, a village in Essex bordering
on Epping Forest. Her maiden name was Frost. She was
descended from flourishing farmers on both side», and was
one of a numerous familv- Her father’s favorite companion,
she spent a large part of her early childhood in accompanying
him wherever he went about the farm. She was essentially
a child of nature, disliked being indoors, would bo up early
in the morning, and make a meal of fruit picked from the
trees. Love of fresh air and sunshine never left her.
Occasionally she had fits of brooding, and would remain
alone for hours in the hay-loft, perusing and pondering
over hor Pilgrim's Progress and Young's Night Thoughts.
When the children were growing up, the father fell into
misfortune through soiling his farm and business of refresh-
ment contractor, and not re-investing to advantage. The
family came to London. She took a house entirely on her
own responsibility and opened a school. By this means she
supported herself and assisted her parents. This help she
continued in one form and another until the end of their
days. Her father always declared that whatever Harriet
did was right.  She spoke of her mother as being of a most
sweet and refined nature. She was a devout Christian, was
baptized by Dr. Angus when about twenty years of ago, at
College Chapel, Bethnal Greon, became a Sunday-school
teacher, refused to eat hot dinner on Sunday, or to have her
bed made on that day. Her first attempt at public
speaking was in Mile End-road; she saw someone addressing
a crowd, and stopped to listen. It was a Secularist making
awarm attack upon Christianity. When he had finished she
opposed him in a state of great excitement, then hurried
away, frightened at what she had done. Soon after she
went to the Secular Hall, Philpott-street, Commercial-road,
with the intention of converting the Infidel. Here she first
met Bradlaugh, G. J. ITolyoake, Charles Southwell, etc.
These she opposed in turn, but always found that her creed
had somewhat wasted at each encounter, until there was
nothing left of it. She used to leave the hall saying to
herself, “ | shan’t defend that doctrine any more !’ Her first
heterodox remark was made to her minister, who remon-
strated with her for speaking in public, quoting Paul’s
well-known injunction, that a woman’s voice should not be
heard in the church. She considerably startled him by
replying, “ Well, and what of that?” Mr. Edward Law, son
of Mr. William Law, of Newton Abbott, attended the same
hall. It was probably sympathy in a common cause that
drew them together. They married while still Christians
on January 11, 1850. There were four children, one son and
three daughters. Two or three years after, when every
trace of the theology that hail been so real to her had
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disappeared, she adopted lecturing as a profession. Ike
three requisites of a Freethought lecturer at that time were
a strong arm, a powerful voice, and a never-failing courage.
These she possessed in an eminent degree. At her return
from each lecturing tour she would regale her family with
accounts of the “ glorious fights ” she had had with the Chris-
tians, how the latter had tried to drive them from the balls»
by putting out the gas, sprinkling cayeune pepper about the
floors, makingthrustsatthem with chairs, callingin the police,
how she had saved herself from being lynched by passing
through the mob in a top-hat and coat, borrowed from one
of her male companions, the gentle Christians crying out
all the time, “ Where is she?” Of course, no one knew.
She hardly knew herself; the transformation was so com-
lete.

P Her intense enthusiasm, high spirits, and fearless utter-
ance of all she believed drew round her large numbers °

most devoted comrades, whom she inspired to brave all wit

her in the interests of free speech. She was as proud of he

bruises as other women were of their jewels. , u

At the death of Mr. G. H. Reddalls, of Birmingham, at th
latter end of the year 1875, she purchased the plant an
goodwill of his paper, the Secular Chronicle, and keptit 1,
existence for three years. Although it never rescue
paying-point—she losing about £1,000 over the venture-"1
did meet with some measure of success, sufficient to indicat
that, had she been an editor instead of an orator, it wou
have become one of the permanent possessions of the | reQf
thought party. Her best work was done in periods of grea,
excitement; it was when other people lost their heads tuft
hers became most cool. She had the greatest admiratm
/or John Stuart Mill, whom she knew very well, and 8P?7_
for him during his electioneering campaign when Candida
for Parliament at Westminster.

Nothing like justice can be done to a character such a
hers without some knowledge of her private life,
suffered from an excess of sympathy. Everyone’s sorro
was her sorrow. One time she would be pleading-"311,
successfully—for an erring daughter to be received bac
into her home; another time keeping roof over wife aDa
children while the husband was in hospital ; then lendmg
few pounds to give a man a new start in life ; next p»)'I"
out the broker for a family in distress ; then being securler
for a small loan ; and so on, and so on, throughout 1.
whole life giving up her valuable time to such work, a
bringing herself into pecuniary embarrassment. Her o
needs were easily satisfied ; her tastes were of tho simple®j
To put up at a miner's cottage was as pleasing to her as _
the Grand Hotol; a little plain food, and plainer clothe-;
sufficed. In spite of her busy life, her children were nevm
forgotten. When leaving London for a tour in the Nor
her instruction to the housekeeper would bo : “ See to t
children ; if they are well and happy when | return, I *
overlook all else.” Nothing would keep her from the
when they were ill; sho would cease to be a lecturer,
become a first-class nurse. A few months since s
remarked that there were two things sho had striven all h
life to do for her children—ono was to keep them out ot
hands of the doctor ; and the other, out of the hands ot ~
parson. Another remark of hers in connection with
children was that she would rather leave them with a soun >
healthy constitution than with a thousand a year.

ACID DROPS.

Lord Salisbury has no very high opinion of the Chri
of Crete. With regard to them and the Mohammedaus»
evidently thinks it is six on ono side and half-a-dozen »
the other. “ If it were possible,” ho says, “ to dig ﬂ'—j tj e
across tho island, with the Christians on one side ahgfmg
Moslems on tho other, | think wo should arrive at a
factory solution.” _
The King of Siam, now on a visit to England, I* riIJd.
to bo handsome, accomplished, intelligent, and 111 ty
According to the Daily News, he maintains religious h1
in his dominions. Catholic and Protestant missionary ~r.
allowed to proselytize at their pleasuro, only they ar jjgifl
bidden to practise their business in tho Palace. _Some "0
ago a deputation of missionaries waited upon him, a ,0"tb0
they were anxious to convert him and his people 1,1)®
Christian faith. They told him it was well known th»
people of Christian lands are much happier than those
inhabit heathen countries. The polite monarch r°rR 9
with a smile : “ | think the Czar of Russia is not so bapt
the King of Siam.” _
During tho King of Siam’s visit to Singapore he 'va*tbe
suaded to go to the Eoglish cathedral. On arriving * jje8
cathedral grounds, he found a number of Chinese
sitting outside in the broiling sun pulling the huge p cgjaDJ
to keep the worshippers cool. Whereupon thoKing o
refused to enter the church. “ If you Christians» D
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wor?l*P your God without keeping a number of

church*l . *n, the sun, | have seen enough of your
service outside the walls.

A female inmate of Lambeth Workhouse refused to attend
church on Sunday. For this offence against somebody—
Probably the parson—she was put for one meal on broad
*ud water. On the matter being reported to the Guardians,
Jn3 Despard asked whether it was not persecution. The
chairman replied that discipline had to be maintained, and

if on» wore allowed to stay away from ohuroh the whole
&I Would become disorganized. Mr. Redman added that
‘in° Punishment were allowed they would have to »hut the
{ruron and saek the parsons: “ And a good thing too,” 6aid

Cochran. Eventually the matter was referred to a
committee for consideration and report.

.Raymond Hadley, of Church-streot, Islington, is a baker
ocdays a week, and a howler on the seventh. In the latter
Tceupation he is generally assisted by George Humphry
rwWgbt, who is nothing all the other days of the week.
iUeso men frequent the highway in Finsbury lark on
. ng and their religign is very noisy. ,As they refused
EP 710 a spot where no obstruction would be caused to the
Norfk € 10y were arrested on Sunday last, and appeared at
wantn °rdon next d'ty- Mr. Cluer said to the men: “I
Had! an af",raflca that you will not go to this place again.”
Rea <\, "When the spirit of God tells me to preach, | must
vo» f *  Mr. Cluer: “ But the spirit of God does not lead
the toanVparticular lamp-post,” Knight: “ If it led me to
“1(.J°Pof a lamp-post, | would preach frem it.” Mr. Cluer :
ay idid,you would bo dealt with according to law.” gnight:
Aduw,UWanb us_to obey the”palice..and.disobey Gadd.” _ Mr.
“Uh =, Do you give me the assurance | ask.” Knight:
forty te vo no assurance-” Mr. Cluer fined each prisoner
one s™RRdR3 or fourteen days. Knight said he hoped no
for Pu°”~ Pay the fine for him. lie burns to be a martyr
Christ and” obstruction.

Uios™ ™ uer>ono of our newest London magistrates, is a
drv = ?20comrn°datiog gentleman. In his court the other
°atl i 'dnaman, who wus a Buddhist, wanted to take the
eandlo u 01@winS out a liglted candle. Mr. Cluer had no
: Ue handy, but asked whether a wax vesta would do

_eivH and was producing one from his pocket when he
stir -°rme(l that it must ho a candle or nothing. Supor-
I°nists always stickle for the regulation ceremony.

aWilliam Hayea Ward, in ftra Mew York Herald, in giving

soonC OUnt “ New Religion” which will probably

vieH aPPear *n the East, says that “ the Japanese aro pretty

of r,i8at’sfied with their morality as compared with that
nriatian nations.” Wo should think so.

how L:roncei.in which it is understood that the question of

the 4 .rpSain Church control of education has been one of

Is,(nCuef topics of discussion, a subsidiary place having

Ch Kven to the proposals for reunion with the Greek

Rilev '"°Q™R'0R a memorial was presented by Mr. Athelstan

IfbaVi The reunion would bo an apt mating of a living
ris,n with a fossil ono.

Tho
19]RavoC?Ie8*ast'ta*’V‘-’fWéé‘ﬂ$\4‘?f the wnutrgﬂ W Englaar}d alppeﬁr
hey i.Very oasy, terms eaye of absence.and furlough.
y H/TW&V&HP@ al?ew'arr\%@@ [&M§Hi@§ gtideAda, 1R the
bighop less only by 500 rupees a month, out of £5.000
getsdy tor the proviiionof a substitute, Hven a chaplain

‘vhw °ne year’s furlough after three of service. This is
see so many “ returned empties ” in England.

A D¢ of Winchester, pp?akiug of the Christian
Weet - ™ whole, says, \in'.a volume ‘entitled kembard
|38b *n puRRshed by Mr. Elliot Stock : “ The Church
gkh a UaW falling—I care not who may be staggered at
word as that—is it not true 1 Everyone who, in
QB.RghTof oyr present day, tests the whole history of
fe w filled_with_an..awful.. sonso...that..there,, is
thillc -n8 that has gone quite wroDg ; that there is some-
Miicj, \n Christianity which has not mot the difficulties,
the tii WS no’ overcome evils, which lias not moved with
higl1ld.1103 yhicR has often failed to raise mankind to a
level.”
ThO ni  m .

Commonwealth, commenting on the above,

110Jrnfi,ik /'oveiT real student of history is constrained
there i U ~ to assent to thisconclusion.” This admission that

foun(Irb-8omotRi,1IK wrong somewhere may suggest that the
ions are insecure.

at pcl' xW°Red in the Church of Our Lady of the Rosary,
outgd%.’lN%Nngrk, recentIX._n The,pu.est s gyes were put

o pi o
Afil'iea. do not always behave themselves in South
> itliough tho cloth in England, I am told, is always
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a guarantee of good faith—more or less. Anyway, the
people of Roodepoort want to hear from a parson named
Williams, who formerly dispensed religion at the local
English church, and has recently dispensed with it. He
was some time ago presented with £1G to part pay his
passage home ; but he pocketed the cash and stayed on,
waiting for something to turn up. That something took
the shape of a cheque-book belonging to an insurance agent,
whose office he had occasion to visit on church-subscription
business. A few forgeries enabled him to pay his creditors
(with bogus paper) and clear off with a comfortable little
remembrancer of the credulity of the Roodopoort flock.
Hia fresh field and pasture new is not yet known.—African
Critic. _

The United States Senate has been much exercised by
the question whether Bibles shall havo a tariff, like other
books, or enter the States duty free. By a bare majority of
four, it was resolved that God's holy word must pay duty.

A Syracuse priest tried to pass through the Custom House
two richly-ornamented crosses, brought from Jerusalem, with-
out paying duty on them. They are valued at $500. The
Customs’ officers decided that the crosses were dutiable, and
the priest has appealed to tho authorities at Washington.—

New York “ Truthseeker.”

Mr. Harry Payne, who sings in the choir of tho Presby-
terian Church at Southold, Long Island, has been reported
to the elders. The young lady organist detected him in the
act of reading Paine’s Aye of Reason while tho pastor was
delivering the sermon. Interviewed by a reporter, Mr.
Payne asserted that The Aye of Reason was a great book.

A man, believed to he the Bov. Francis Hermans, who is
supposed to have killed Miss Henrietta Clawson at Salt
Lake City, in September, 1895, and who, the police believe,
has committed half-a-dozen other murders, is in jail at
Pembroke, Ontario. Ho wa3 officiating as lay reader in an
Episcopal church at tho time of his arrest.

The Young Men'’s Christian Association has a tent on tho
State ground at Peekskill, N.Y., where the Twenty-second
regiment is carapiDg. During a thunderstorm, July 11,
lightning struck the tent and killed a corporal, who sat at
a tablo writing. No other tent was struck. This is tho
first death that has occurred at the State camp.

Mr. Symos, writing in the Liberator on the living burials
in Russia, says:—It i3 almost safe to guess that those
Russian fanatics take tboir stand upon certain Bible texts ;
and there aro texts which may readily he turned to account
by thorn. What is the meaning of “ buried with him by
baptism” (Rom. vi. 4); “in baptism” (Col. ii. 12); “1 am
crucified with Christ” (Gal. ii. 20); “ They that are Christ's
have crucified the flesh” (Gal. v. 24); “ If we be dead with
Christ” (Rom. vi. 8)? It is impossible to say what tho
monkish writers of this mystic rubbish meant by itpbut
fanatics need not look further for incitement to such crimes
as those which mark tho history of tho Russian Reguines.
Indeed, wo may easily gather from the New Testament that
one distinguishing trait of the leading characters was a
recklessness with regard to life, that they encouraged each
other to “ lay down their lives,” and to go cheerfully to
death. Thedistance botwoon this and the actual sacrifice of
each other for religious reasons is extremely short, and
persons who give themselves up unreservedly to tho leading
of the Now Testament may he expectod to develop most
religious crime«, as was actually the case in tho early

Churches.

I am conquered. Prayer has been proved to avail. True,
lall tho prayers in Australia cannot alter the weather, cannot
cure tho drought, cannot make Christ or his hag of tricks
attractive, cannot set a broken leg or savo adrowning man ;
no, hut in California there has been a prize fight, and tho
wife of one of tho combatants prayed that her husband
And, to tho astonishment and disgust of most
people, he did win. “ God” may turn a deaf ear to the cry
of distress, to the prayers of those who are starving, drown-
ing, burning; hut a prize-fight is quite another thing.
“ God” has evidently not forgotten his own experiences In
the ring, and the milling Jacob and he gave each other. So,
when this wife told him her husband was going to have a
pugilistic encounter with a better man than himself, ho
resolved to help him. After that, who can doubt the efficacy

of prayer 1—J. Symcs, in “Liberator

Following what he supposed was tho wish of his “ Savior,”
Reuben Beachum finds himself blind. Here is a press dis
patch telling how it was done : O'Neill, Nebraska.—* If
thine eye bn single,” read Beuben Beachum from the pixth
chapter of Matthew, “ then shall thy whole body bo filled
with light.” Beachum is a colored farmer and preacher near
O’Neill, and a religious monomaniac. He didn’t fully under-
stand the passago in question, but thought hn did, and, on
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tho theory that the Lord approved of one-eyed men, thrust
a penknife into his right optic to reduce the number in
accordance with the supposed requirement of holy writ. He
lost the eye. Inflammation set in, and the other is likely to
go too. Beachum thinks he has done the Lord’s will, and
says he will gladly pass the rest of his days in darkness if
the burden is laid upon him. Beachum can also quote
“If thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out,” as a sanction of
self-mutilation.

The case of Shaw v. Shaw was the petition of Mrs. Eliza-
beth Shaw for a divorce on the ground of the cruelty and
adultery of her husband, Mr. Arthur Shaw, who was stated
to be a Wesleyan preacher. There were charges of adultery
with three or four women. The petitioner said that her
husband had treated her badly. On several occasions he
had struck her, and once he threw her down and knocked
her against the wall. The servant who in 1803 went into

itioner’s service, at which time she was fourteen-and-

f years old, said that the respondent seduced her; while
another said that at the age of fifteen, two days after she
went into respondent’s service, he seduced her. His
lordship, in granting a decree nisi, said that it was “ a very
bad case.”

In Ireland, so an Irishman informs me, the drummers on
the g-l-lorious Twelfth beat the drums with canes. The
rebound is quicker than if sticks were used, and as each
time the drum is struck a Romanist soul goes to the bottom-
most depths of Hades—well, now you can understand the
use of canes.—L.iverpool Post.

Sir Charles Warren has not condescended to reply to tho
civil and respectful letter addressed to him by the secretary
of the Chatham Branch of the National Secular Society.
Meanwhile the lying report is being circulated through the
press that the Secularists are forbidden to hold meetings on
Chatham Lines in consequence of the violence of one of
their speakers. The speaker was Mr. Cohen, and he was
guilty of no violence. A row was deliberately kicked up by
a handful of ill-bred Christians, for whose conduct an
apology was offered by the Christian Evidence representa-
tive. Such is the paltry excuse behind which Sir Charles
Warren shelters his own bigotry. A few Christians wilfully
create a disturbance, and the Secularists are punished for
it by beiDg warned off a place which is open to all the rest
of the public.

Mr. Charles Watts, at the end of his article inTthis week’s
Freethinker, displays a commendable spirit in relation to
this matter ; but wo believe he will find himself helpless.
Chatham Lines belongs to the War Oltice, and Sir Charles
Warren has all the rights of a private proprietor, just as
the Crown has absolute rights over Trafalgar-square, which
is Crown property. We understand that there is a good
meeting-ground just outsite the Lines, and Mr. Watts will
doubtless speak there on August 15. He is too old and
experienced to run his head against brick walls.

The following advertisement is from a Welsh weekly
paper : “ Wanted, a Medical Assistant, qualified, Welsh, and
a Methodist (no Churchman need apply). One that can
deliver lectures on temperance, and would preach on Sundays
free. Must be truly religious ; in fact, attend all meetings
in connection with the sacred cause of Methodism, and wear
the orthodox silk hat.—Apply 1Physician.’” This reads
like a joke, but it may be deadly earnest. You cannot
bottom the solemnity of a solemn Methodist. He is
impervious to ridicule.

According to the Woking Netos, there is an awkward
problem at Byileet. A man in the village, of weak intellect,
is fond of attending tho church services. Of course, there
is nothing remarkable in that. But he is so dirty that
people cannot sit near him, and tho churchwardens have
complained to tho Guardians. One of these gentlemen
suggested that the offensive church attendant should be
induced to take a bath ; but it may be found easier to take
him to tho water than to make him wash. Something,
however, must be done, or the parson will soon have a
congregation of one.

President Faure is croing to visit Russia, and F. Volk-
hovsky says, in Free Russia, that the head of tho French
Republic will find no Republicans in St. Petersburg or
Moscow. They are jill in Siberia.

Tho London Journal of Juno 3, 1721, informs us that
“accounts from Madrid mention that at a tribunal of the
Inquisition lately held there they passed sentence upon
eighteen persons. Four women were convicted with witch-
craft, and the rest with Judaism. One man and one wornin
were burnt alive for persisting in their opinion, but two men
and four women had ‘the extraordinary favor' of beiDg
first strangled and afterwards burnt.”
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If the standing armies of Europe only were marched in
rows of five, and at the rate of three miles an hour, it would
take nine-and-a-half days before every man could have
passed any given point. We fancy we hear the lingering
trills of the shepherds’ song of old : “ Glory to God inv‘®
highest, and on earth peace.” This peace, we presume, h*
the place of God, passes all understanding. Amen. Ana

Amen yet again.

The beer-drinking powers of our old English ancestor
were astounding; the canons of St. Paul's received thirty
gallons each as their weekly allowance.

An American paper says that, if the angels of heaven are
like those in the church memorial windows, it must be bar
to tell heaven from a nightmare.

Two rival American orders are seeking recruits
pious ladies in England. The one is entitled “ The King;,
Daughters,” and the other “ The Daughters of the Kiofr
When will America send us “ Daughters of the Republic

The High Church writer of a tract entitled The
of English Priests to the Breviary, in which he seeks t
suade the clergy to recite the Breviary instead of
rning and Evening Prayer, has withdrawn the trac >
having been warned that the position is legally untenahij
and that those who Romanize in this direction will no
themselves in conflict with the law.

When “ Rev. George Stewart, of N.S. Wales,” assured
Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland the other nay
that horse-racing is the cancer of Australia, he forgot
mention that it only affects six days a week, and_ that tn
cancer of the seventh is the Calvinistic hypocrisy w ‘li0
seeks to make the Sabbath a hell-upon-earth. Look at
Melbourne Sunday !—Sydney Bulletin.

J. K. Jerome would abolish tintinabulation on tho Lord®
Day. He says : “ Church bells may have been necessary .
the days before clocks ; but do the Church authorities -u,
that a man hears the church bells, and then suddenly ji,0
to go to church ? They are unnecessary remnants o f1l
early days of Christianity. They ought to nhave bee
abolished with Smithfield fires and other religious folheS

“ Peter Lombard,” in the Church Times, says of Shelly
“ Had he lived a few years longer, | believe he would h@®,
done as Wordsworth did—turned Tory and High Cliur®.(
Does the worthy Canon really believe this, or is”,
necessary to add, when giving a good word to a great P°e
Who can tell 1 Shelley might have had an attack of bra
softening if he lived long enough. But he did not.

The so-called Spanish anarchists who have been dep°r™>>
to England are by no means “ tho refuse of Barceloo <
One of them is a professor and a writer of eorncai *
another is a journalist and publisher. According”™ to |
Liverpool Courier, many of them had “ a noble carriage
a handsome appearance.” All of them appear to bo r
thinkers, who have incurred the hatred of tne Catholics-

The Birkenhead police seem to have nothing better tojj”
than to worry the poorer class of tradesmen who sell > i
or sweetstuff on the day when the Lord began his six 4
labor. Tho Lord's Day in Birkenhead must be devo
solely to the church or the public-house.

first edition, in six-shilling form, is to be publish doubt
August!). We aro informed by tho literary press, no 1
under high inspiration, that this edition runs to
copies, and will put £6,000 in the author’s pocket.
much better out of Christianity than Jesus Christ
Judas would never have ratted if ho had carried Mr-
Caine’s purse.

did;

Mr. Nisbot romarks in “ Our Handbook” in the
anent tho prosecution of fortune-tellers : “ Where a{' A a
to draw tho line? | stopped tho othor Sunday_ to jIgI-
street preacher holding forth upon the certainties 9r ~d,
fire unless certain simple precautions, which he in*1

were taken to avoid it. Was this a 1lprediction’ wl, , }»fc
meaning of tho Act, and, if not, why not, seeing that [I)Jjgl>t
was afterwards sent round in order that those nQ0

*

contribute who thought the preacher’s cheerful into
worth paying for?”

Atheistic,—J. A. FrouJe.
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Mr. Foote’'s Engagements.

Sunday, Auuusb 8, Athenreum Hall, 73 Tottenham Court-road,
London,” W,,"ab 7.30, “ Who Was Moses? an Answer to the
King of Siam’s Question.”

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

» Chabi.es Watts's Lecturing Engagements.—August 8,
aiisworth; 15, New Brampton. October 3, Sheffield; 10,
rmmgham; 24, Halifax Sunday Society. November 7,
him communications for Mr. Watts should be sent to
m, ."'* a reply is required, a stamped and addressed envelope
j “e enclosed) at 81 Effra-road, Brixton, London, S.W.
' OBSRTS (Liverpool) sends us extracts from the local news-
Ppora containing accounts of tho landing and reception of the
panish Anarchists. According to their own account, these
jiP®* ! “ suspects” are guilty of nothing but being Free-
g inkers. They say that opposition to Catholicism is a crime in
pam. At the same time they admit having been friondly with
0 men who threw the bombs at Barcelona. Mr. Roberts had
al?"? with some of them, and he says that they belong to
th type of human nature. Some of the stories they tell of
.. eir tortures in prison are simply horrible. One is of a nature
at cannot easily be printed. We venture to suggest that if
X °ne of the “ suspects ” has suffered this torture, he should
eat Kv a committee of Englishmen of the fact. If it can be
tabhshed, it will damn the Spanish Government in the eyes of
akvl, g? People. But thero ought to be positive proof, and it
ould be forthcoming.
?! Eoote does not write a “ Special ” for this week’s Freethinker.
g 8eem3 useless just at present, in the height of the holiday
son, to press Mr. Hartmann's schemo for the financial re-
p.~amzatioii of tho N. S. S. upon the attention of the Secular
il. .y- The matter will be taken up again very shortly. Mean-
to*MO Proin*8ea  any=pmount, from £100 to 5j., can be sent in
fap,.r; Boote, or to Mr. Hartmann (treasurer), or Miss Vance
(secretary), at the N. S''s. office,” 377 Strand,“w.C.

I., MA[iRioTr.—Thanks. Wo missed seeing tho Telegraph
~ leaderotto.

"I EAU promises 5s. annually under Mr. Hartmann’s scheme,
j. , wishes it “ complete succoes.”

'schJTHEII' subscribe 10s. annually undor Mr. Hartmann’'s
or*17*11, thoroughly approves Mr. Hartmann’s schemo for ro-

j J haniy.ing the N. S. S. finances, and will subscribe 5s. a year.
i8' “ AIN>promising 5s. annually, regrets that the Secular party
1 08ow *n “ catching on” to Mr. Hartmann’s schomo, which
jj Pays is one of “ magnitude and nobility.” Ho wants to

ow whether Secularists really intond to meet the forcos of
p faction.

lira 'I'l'~ y °urChristian friond for the evidenco. Charles
five e never took out his watch and gave Cod Almighty
B «mutes to striko him dead. Tho story existed before
wjlj augh was born. Tho othor allegation is a filthy lie. Wo
Chri rOt BO™* ?ur pages by reproducing it. |If these aro your
better0 " “r*ends¥ (he soonor you mako them strangers the

— Glad to noto that you now seo the Secularists wero
G hlarao at Chatham.
thQ«".""Tho statement rospocting tho “ Angel” did appoar in
nUml 97 (hat wo aro PO8*('VO>though wo did not koep the
firstl>f wbmh must have boon dated within ten days of our
the il)ira8raph. It was a publican who told us that it was not
noth. AnKol” at Islington, but tho othor “ Angel.” We know
mn.Ji0*. °( either place, and the figure in our paragraph was
IVe *ymcid°ntal.
f'urs {"e,;eivkd-— Animal’s Friond—Two Worlds—Froidonker-
IVk V68—Bur UnsoroJugend—Islo of Man Timos—Liberator
- Y h? SSYdTy RBliltétin—FProgresdive TEHIHREr—Préo PRUSSTa
_ », atham Obsorver—Woking Nows—Tho Now Order—Itofereo
L ib”~a”y—Secular Thought—Birkonhoad Nows—To-Duy—
I'aticr ~”'°n'8 Watchtower—Grimsby Nows—I'ooplo’s Nows-

boi

contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on tho
thel Jen tho subscription is due, subscribers will rocoive
etpirog« “er in a colored wrapper whon their subscription

~uesih. Notices must roach 28 Stonecutter-Btreet by first post
PbIBNI) y*or (hey will not be inserted.
«arkfn W0 8end 08 newspapers would onhanco the favor by
Tiib v *“° passagos to whicn thoy wish to call our attention.
Kondet,100?* Secular Society’s office is at No. 377 Strand,
OkOEas f' . ero aB lottors should bo addressed to Miss Vanco.
,» «utter at *itora(ure should be sent to Mr. R. Fordor, 28 Stone-
Fre rOet E-°-
of fi ce b o forwardod, direct from tho publishing
(Oa. fia, u i00 a( (be following rates, prepaid:—One Year,
ATTeus f' ***” 2 oar»6b- 3d. ; Throe Months, 2s. 8d.
/8 Stonnn ®d'(°r °f tho Freethinker should bo addrossod to
» 0“°ont(or-stroet, London, E.O.
9®RRdine —Thirty words, Is. 6d.; ovory suc-
fid «h » w°rds, fid. Dismayed Advertisements:—One inch,

for tePotitions 1Umn' £1 2a' 6d,i colutnn>£2 68 Special terms

THE FREETHINKER.

505

SUGAR PLUMS.

A very fair audience, in spite of the tropical weather
assembled at the Athenreum Hall, 73 Tottenham Court-road,
on Sunday evening, when Mr. Foote lectured on “ The New
Sayings of Christ.” Mr. Marriott occupied the chair. This
evening (August 8) Mr. Foote lectures again from the same
paltform, talar)g for his subject “ Who Was Moses 1 an
Answer to the King of Siam’s Question.” The dusky
monarch put this question last Monday while waiting in
what is called the Moses room at the House of Lords, and
does not appear to have got a satisfactory reply.

Mr. Charles Watts lectures at Failsworth, near Man-
chester, this Sunday (August 8), afternoon and evening. We
hope friends will rally in force from the surrounding
districts. _

The adjourned meeting of the Moral Instruction Con-
ference was held at St. Martin’s Town Hall on Wednesday
evening, July 28. The attendance was not as large as on
the previous occasion. The first business was the election
of an Executive Committee of fifteen. Mr. Foote’s proposal
was adopted, that each of the nine groups represented
should nominate one member, and the other six be elected
personally by the whole Conference. The nine thus nomi-
nated included Mr. Charles Watts as representing the
National Secular Society. When the other six came to be
elected it was apparent that the Ethical party and the
Socialists—both of whom, and particularly tne latter, were
very much over represented—were bent on packing the
Committee with their own nominees. With the exception
of Mr. Watts, not a single person is definitely on the Com-
mittee who is not either an Ethicist or a Socialist. Mr.
Foote and Mr. Cohen were not elected. The Socialists just
held their hands down when a name belonging to the
National Secular Society was read from the chair, and held
them up for nearly everyone else. A few of the Ethicists,
including Dr. Coit and Mr. Gould, acted more fairly and
sensibly; but the majority acted just like the Socialists.
The result was a triumph of sectarianism ; but it will not
help the Moral Instruction movement outside the Confer-
ence. The Socialists showed, before the meeting broke up,
that their real interests lay in quite a different direction.
One of them, in fact, after trying to introduce tho free
maintenance question, spoke of “ this Moral Instruction
affair” quite contemptuously. It remains to be seen
whether a Committee thus composed can do much good, or
even hold together. _

A manifesto has to be issued, and a series of questions to
School Hoard candidates drawn up. Both will involve con-
siderable difficulty in view of the composition of the Com-
mittee. Nor is thero a clear, definite, and general view of
tho scope of the Committee’'s functions. In short, thero is
ample room for misunderstanding and difference, not to say
discord. _

Before the Conference broke up Mr. Cohen asked the
pertinent question: “Aro wo to understand that the
business of the Committee is simply to impress upon candi-
dates and electors tho importance of substituting non-
theological moral teaching for religious instruction 7 The
chairman and some members of the Conference replied with
a dubious “ Yes.” But it was evident that other members
were of a different opinion.

Dr. Coit moved, and it was carried, that the Committee
should take steps to call another and wider Conference
some time this year, with a viow to forming a permanent
organization, whose operations should bo extended all over
tho kingdom. Should this motion bo carried into effect,
there will be an opportunity of rectifying tho blunders of
this initial movement. _

There aro two great parties first to be considered in the
education struggle—Church and Nonconformity. The only
serious third party consists of those who are opposed to
religious teaching altogether, and tho working strength of
that party lies in those who want to dostroy theology.
Some may attach most immediate importance to what is
called tho “ negative ” side, and others to what is called the
“ positive ” side. But that is only a difference of attitude,
founded perhaps on a difference of temperament. The fact
remains, when all is said and done, that tho primary bond
of this minor third party in the education struggle is opposi-
tion to tho orthodoxy based upon tho Bible ; aud it is only
those who mean businossin that direction, without collateral
or ulterior designs, who can give any roal force to the policy
of supplanting religious teaching by moral instruction.

Mr. Justice Collins has put a fresh nail, and a very big
and firm one, in the coffin of the Lord’s Day Observance
Act, Mr. Jeffreys Williams brought an action to recover a
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penalty against Mr. George Wright, printer and publisher
of the Times, for advertising a Sunday concert in the
Queen’s Hall. Mr. Williams, who affirmed instead of taking
the oath, stated that, so far from being a Sabbatarian, he
had no religious belief. His object was to expose the Act.
He attended the concert and heard a song there which
made him laugh. It was undeniably an entertainment, and
money was taken at the doors. Dr. Parry was called to
prove that there was no levity in the performance, and Mr.
Wright said he had no control over the advertisements in
the Times. Mr. Justice Collins, however, passed over these
ints. He non-suited the plaintiff on the ground that he
failed to prove that there were no free seats at the
concert.

The Daily News, in a leaderette on this action, points out
that Mr. Justice Collins's decision seems to indicate Han
easy way out of an obsolete and vexatious statute.” So long
as some free seats are provided, though others arc charged
for, it appears that the new interpretation of the Act is
complied with. The House of Lords, at the instigation of
the Bishops, threw out Lord Hobhouse's Bill; but the
worthy judge, who has a liberal reputation, points out a
way of relief, which the Daily News hope3 (as we do) will
be widely adopted.

Freethinkers all over the kingdom should make a special’
note of this case. It should be of great assistance to our
party in obtaining the use of public halls for Sunday
lectures.

Mr. F. J. Boorman, the enthusiastic secretary of the
Chatham Secular Society, replies, in the Rochester and
Chatham Standard, to several writers on “ The Errors of
Atheism.” He manages, in brief compass, to clear away a
deal of misrepresentation.

Our esteemed Freethought contemporary, the Truthseelcer,
of New York, prints “ Further Notes on the Jubilee,” in its
issue dated July 24. The printer has omitted to state that
all those fifteen paragraphs are taken from the Freethinker.
Probably the name of that journal got dropped out in the
make-up of the page. Mr. Macdonald, the editor of the
Truthseeker, is far above reprinting from other papers with-
out acknowledgment. He can write very interesting para-
graphs himself, and his brother George has a very pretty
turn of the pen in his weekly “ Observations.”

The Bradlaugh Club’s excursion, announced in our last
issue, leaves Liverpool-street at 9.10 a.m. on Sunday,
August 22, Bethnal Green at 9.15, and Dalston Lane at 9.21,
for Bye House and Broxbourne.

INGERSOLL'S LATEST.

(From the Preface to Il. Taber's “ Faith and Fact. ")

For many years tho pulpit has boon losing influence, and
the saored calling no longer offers a career to young men
of talent and ambition.

When people believed in “ special providence” they
also believed that proachors had great influence with God.
They were regarded as celestial obbyists, and they wero
respected and feared because of their supposed power.

Now, no one who has the capacity to think believes in
special providence. Of course there are some pious
imbeciles who think that pestilence and famine, cyclone
and earthquake, flood and fire, are the weapons of God, tho
tools of his trade; and that with these weapons, theso tools,
he kills and starves, rends and devours, drowns and burns,
countless thousands of the human race.

If God governs this world, if he builds and destroys, if
back of every event is his will, then he is neither good nor
wiso.  He is ignorant and malicious.

A few days ago, in Paris, men and women had gathered
together in the name of Charity. The building in which
thoy were assembled took fire, and many of these men and
women perished in tho flames.

A French priest called this horror an act of God.

Is it not strange that Christians speak of their God as
an assassin 1 How can they love and worship this monster
who murders his children 1

Intelligence seems to be leaving tho orthodox Church.
Tho great divines are growing smaller, weaker, day by day.
Since tho death of Henry Ward Beecher no man of gonius
has stood in an orthodox pulpit. The ministers of intelli-
gence are found in the liberal Churches, where they are
allowed to express their thoughts and preserve their
manhood. Some of these preachers keep their faces
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towards the East, and sincerely welcome the light, while
their orthodox brethren stand with their backs to the
sunrise and worship the sunset of the day before.

During these years of change, of decay and growth, the
author of this book looked and listened, became familiar
with the questions raised, the arguments offered, and the
results obtained. For his work a better man could not
have been found. He has no prejudice, no hatred. He 13
by nature candid, conservative, kind, and just. He does
not attack persons. He knows the difference between
exchanging epithets and thoughts. Ho gives the facts as
thoy appear to him, and draws tho logical conclusions. He
charges and proves that Christianity has not always been
tho friend of morality, of civil liberty, of wives and
mothers, of free thought and honest speech. He shows
that intolerance is its nature, that it always has »nl
always will persecute to the extent of its power, and that
Christianity will always despise the doubter.

Yet we know that doubt must inhabit every finite mind.
We know that doubt is as natural as hope, and that man
is no more responsible for hi3 doubts than for the beating
of his heart. Every human being, who knows the naturo
of evidence, the limitations of the mind, must have
“ doubts” about gods and devils, about heavens and hells,
and must know that there is not the slightest evidence
tending to show that gods and dovils evor existed.

God is guess.

An undesigned designer, an uncaused cause, is as incom-
prehensible to the human mind as a circle without a
diameter.

The dogma of the Trinity multiplies the difficulty by
three.

Theologians do not,
authority to govern comes from

and cannot, beliovo that t
tho consent of H

governed. They regard God as tho monarch, and them-
selves as his agents. They always have been tho onemm3
of liberty. *

They claim to have a revelation from their God, a revfi 1
tion that is the rightful master of reason. As long 8
they believe this, they must bo tho enemies of men >
freedom. Thoy do not ask man to think, but commall
him to obey. ,

If the claims of tho theologians aro admitted, 17
Church becomes the ruler of the world, and to support aa
obey priests will bo tho business of mankind. All the
theologians claim to have a revelation from their God, alj
yet they cannot agree as to what the revelation revoa”
The other day, looking from my window at the bay
Now York, | saw many vessels going in many directm
and yet all were moved by the same wind. Tho djrCC.
in winch thoy were going did not depend on tho dircc
of tho breeze, hut the sot of tho sails. In this way
samo Bible furnishes creeds for all tho Christian 61V
But what would wo say if tho captains of the boats J ¢S
should each swear that his boat was the only ono
moved in the same direction tho wind was blowing !

Christianity, with its ignorant and jealous God.
loving and revongeful Christ, its childish legend3
grotesque miracles, its “ fall of man,” its atonemon >
salvation by faith, its heaven for stupidity, and its he
genius, does not and cannot satisfy the freo brain an
good heart. Robert G. Ingerso

“ St. John’s” Assistance Fund.

The Committee who are organizing tho fund "Ajwjy
J. H. Saint report that tho Freethought party have gh
responded moderately well to their appeal, alti for
several friends have not yet replied. The accoun m

the month of July have been duly audited, and ffi9
has been placed under the care of Dr. T. It. AllinsoD, Ay,
Hygienic Hospital. Grants have been made ~ ting
and will be continued as long as funds permit. Col sa{ae,

cards will bo forwarded to any friend applying mr~urll

and individual donations will be acknowledged by oad,
of post. The Secretary is Mr. F. Todd, 21 Abda
Shepherds Bush, London, W.

hildre0

Are thoro not enough known facts to teach OUI.,dren b°
that would interest and benefit them! cannot chU 2]
brought together on Sunday and havo a good time, sel Is
taught truth and sense, instead of lies and nonse v;do
there anything more important for us to do than to P frOu
a place for our children where their minds will be 1 joD5
such detrimental environments'! Have we not ~jg
been permitting priest and preacher to bend tb
Katie Kehm Smith.
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MODERN SCIENCE AND “ THE IMPOSSIBLE.”
.J Y3 really surprising what nonsense the “ reconcilers,” in
. eir efforts—which reveal all the pitiful desperation of
Impotence—to  bolster up the decaying remnants of
ancent mythology, are at times capable of giving forth. |
ead quite recently in one of the evening newspapers an
rticle on the new telegraphy without wires, written by a
everond gentleman not altogether unknown in the world
~ Political and religious controversy. He went so far as
, say that this wonderful discovery would administer
pother sharp lesson to the clever people who are so
thf wor(l impossible, and who have been assuring us
~“modern science is going to knock on the head all our
j . 'superstitions.”” | will not do the good pastor the
justice of presuming for one moment that ho is unac-
4 united, with the method of criticism used against the old
SAstitions by so many of the leading modern scientists
co f Philosophers; and, bearing this in mind, | must
i, .ess to a profound astonishment that he should so far
WNve.himself away”—if | maybe permitted to use the
his®ariSm—whilo trying to throw dust into the eyes of
readers. Applied to a large body of opinion which
P ~ d, say, a hundred years ago, such criticism would
Lh1l°aVe ~een out  P'ace >applied to modern times, it is

uubtedly incorrect—indeed, it could not be more so.
th ijrrUghout the greater portion of the present century
0« priori method of criticism has been, to all intents and
fiP °S08 obsolete. It was doomed to extinction from the
to H modern scientist is tho last person in the world
real Q7 |h° possibility of anything in nature outside the
bo 1m I>ure mathematics. He recognises that it would
pota Plece of presumption on his part to do so. Why 1
dig £n° reason> because ho is not egotistical enough to
anmt ° wledSo '0 immensity of his ignorance; and for
Pos qyp because ho has no means of disproving the
or conceivability of somo particular suggestion
W -uea tradition. Such Biblical stories as the miracu-
tjjo blrth of Christ, tho turning of water into wine, and

itnn - (? coming to 1%° againi aro not asserted to be
&ie rcNiliti®8 contrary though thoy are to every scrap of
the' Ic °bscrvation. To the religionist who says that

? Remarkable occurrences were brought about by “ the
scie r " od”"—that is to say, by supernatural means—the
toai <=° Agnostic (and, | think | may add, tho vast
jJ “nty °f those who prefer to call themselves Athoists)
8J 13 Mat he knows nothing whatsoever about any
uP ~Mural powers, that ho is absolutely unawaro of any
therQ3' y wb*ch bo may obtain that knowledge, and that
for 18 not tbe faintest ovidenco to load him to surmiso
°xisf m°mOnt that such forces aro behind tho palpably
posit?’8! Un*verse > but at tho samo timo ho will not
QjpV.y deny their existence. It is absurd to dogmatize
abo,tm)nS infinity, which wo not only know nothing
attit, 'i wbieh is unknowable. So also is tho scientific
versol® towards tho conjectural assertion that tho uni-
atom vf3 a ~reator, a Boing who rules and directs its ovory
Wsed’ Ut 'yhoso origin and personality, if tho word may bo
(becti U< ia*crutable. On tho authority of Tyndall
haye jlro,bei°re British Association at Belfast in 1874) we
natUre “aat’ 80'ar as tho oyo of scionce has ranged through
seriea ' fn° intrusion of purely creative power into any
asaUm 7% Phenomena has over been observed; and tho
mena tK°n °b such a power to account for special pheno-
b*rther tuU™b °iton mado, has always proved a failure. But
an a tOan that, the idea that tho universe was created by
and thllC™ °xternal to itself is completely inconceivable,
aroahs5 > ar® many things which, oven though conceivable,
jump “olutcly unbelievable. Tyndall said that, as he could
a man Vcr a.email hillock, ho could, in imagination, conceive
O (40i WVP'ng over Mount Blanc. This “ oxtornal agency,”
@®df exi’ Is> with blind illogic, asserted by Theists to bo
D°asiblo °nt’ an " uncauscd cause”! This idea is, if
previou; cvon more hopelessly inconceivable than tho
De°stulat 0,10 Wby, then, should thore be any attempt to
lho tinr °U-"b0. great problem of life and origin, which,
hecom0o f Sc’e,itist3 havo racked their brains ovor, has
On theg ° 'mbom moro and moro conclusively inscrutable.
c°afess ° rna~er3 wc must, if wo wish to be really honest,
to givo°USlves Agnoatic; affirming nothing, but refusing
at'Ommg cR<0ncO to any of tho many foundationless
bopt iu oxplanation. This is tho attitudo of all that is

ffrodern scienco and philosophy.
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Coming back, however, to the main point under considera-
tion in this short paper, and bearing in mind the scientific
tenet that nothing outside the realm of pure mathematics is
positively denounced as impossible, it is well to inquire on
what ground all traditional “ miracles,” and supernatural
stories seriously told us as genuine facts are rejected as
unworthy of the belief of sensible men. The great and
fundamental principle of modern criticism, worthy the
name, is to be found in the words of Locke : “ We should
in all cases proportion our beliefs to the evidence.” When
Charles Darwin was asked on one occasion, shortly before
his death, by two distinguished scientific visitors to his
house, his reason for having given up Christianity, he
replied : “ Because there is no evidence in support of it.”
That he thought it opposed to science and scientific
knowledge his own works prove. Take the want of
evidence by itself. Nobody knows, for instance, who were
the authors of the Gospels, nor when or where those books
were written. Their contents, supernatural and otherwise,
have not received the slightest corroboration worthy of the
name. Such flimsy evidence as this would not be accepted
by any “ profane ” historian, and a scientist would treat it
with contempt. “ 1 do not know any body of scientific
men,” says Huxley (oh! that we had more such lofty
minds and courageous hearts!), “who could be got to
listen without the strongest expressions of disgusted repu-
diation to the exposition of a pretended scientific discovery,
which had no better evidence to show for itself than the
story of the devils entering a herd of swine, or of the fig
treo that was blasted for bearing no figs when ‘it was not
the season of figs'....... scientific ethics can and docs declaro
that the profession of belief in such events, on the evidence
of documents of unknown date and of unknown author-
ship, is immoral.” Then what evidence is there that such
a person as Abraham ever existed ? or Moses ? or Pharaoh ?
It is rather significant that there has never yet been
found in any part of Egypt a single monument alluding to
a Pharaoh or any of the ten plagues. No objection can bo
brought against this method of criticism, for there is no
adequate reason whatsoever to induce us to criticise tho
Bible in any different spirit to that in which we criticise
historical or scientific matters. “ Everything rests upon
evidenco ” has been the watchword of some of the noblest
and greatest British intellects of the century— Mill, Darwin,
Huxley, Tyndall, Herbert Spencer, etc.—who, in their
herculean researches after truth, have been compelled to
roject the old superstitions.

It is extromoly doubtful whether a single disboliover
in tho various “ faiths ” will feel any shock whatsoever in
this latest discovory in electrical scicnco ; on the contrary,
none will welcome it moro sincerely. It has never been
tho heterodox who havo feared tho march of knowledge.
As Ernest Haeckel says, “ tho enormous daily progress of
natural science is irresistibly destroying the roots of all
Church dogmas”; and as tho wonderful possibilities of
nature becomo greater and greater in the eyes of science,
so also does its antagonism towards revealed religion
become moro and more uncompromising. It is the method
of naturo which scionco has to disclose, and it is tho
application of science alone by which wo can hope for
further light. Charles Stirrup.

Jehovah to Moses.

From an eternity of idleness
I, God, awoke ; in seven days’ toil mado earth
From nothing ; rested, and created man :
| placed him in a paradise, and thoro
Planted the tree of evil, so that he
Might eat and perish, and my soul procure
Wherowith to sate its malice, and to turn,
Even like a heartless conqueror of tho earth,
All misery to my fame. The race of men,
Chosen to my honor, with impunity
May sato the lusts | planted in their heart.
Here 1 command thee hence to lead them on,
until, with harden'd feet, their conquering troops
Wade on tho promised soil through woman’s blood,
And make my name bo dreaded through the land.
Yet ever-burning flame and ceaseless woo
»Shall bo the doom of their eternal souls,
With every soul on this ungrateful earth,
Virtuous or vicious, weak or strong—even all
(Shall perish, to fulfil the blind revenge
(Which you, to men, call justice) of their God.

-r . B. Shelley.
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MEMOIR OF THOMAS COOPER, M.D.

As eminently deserving of your space, permit me to
present your readers with this sketch of a sturdy, inde-
pendent, and notable character, all of which qualities seem
well borne out in the likeness | have seen of him—a fine,
benevolent face and noble head. The following memoir is
remarkable in that it is a generous and graceful, if at times
halting, testimony to an avowed Freethinker—an Atheist
possibly—by a most pious, orthodox Christian. And in the
circumstance it is needless to observe how honorable to the
latter. In adapting the rather prolix article for your
columns, | have omitted considerable of less concern, but
have been careful to retain just enough to indicate the
character and the prejudices of the then environments, and
the author’'s point of view. The History of the South
Carolina College, from its Incorpoi‘ation, December 10,1801,
to 1857, containing this memoir, was written and first
published by Professor Maximilian La Borde, M.D. (born
June 3, 1804) of that institution, in 1857—just eighteen years
after Dr. Cooper’s death. The College is the leading State
IWiii-seculareducational institution situated in Columbia, the
capital of the State. It is still hampered in its possibilities
for the best work by the same conservative influences—the
pressure of churchly surveillance and the consuming jealousy
of the denominational colleges. Almost applicable to-day is
one of Dr. La Borde’s apostrophes, p. 132 : “ All hail to the
year 1824 ! It was a year of quiet. [They had had some
students’ troubles]...... It is wanting very much in events.
There are no stirring incidents...... It is a smooth sea
without gale enough to disturb the surface. Prayers and
recitations, and recitations and prayers, and the weekly
examination of the monitor's bills—these make up pretty
much the year’s history.” | may note further as significant
that as late as April 15, last, the college library having for
years halted at its 30,000 volumes, the news is telegraphed
that “ President Woodrow has just bought 200 books for
library...... over one-half consists of essays on literature by
best English authors. But every class is represented, except
perhaps science; there is a little of latest humor, latest
fiction, essays, criticism.” How these orthodox, who avow
they “ have the truth,” fear science, the truth-teller ! Rev.
Dr. Woodrow is the celebrated “ Christian evolutionist”
mentioned on pp. 84 and 310 of vol. i. of Dr. White's Warfare
of Science with Theology. Connected with the College off
and on since 1857, its president last four years, he now
retires, a Professor Woodward of the faculty succeeding.
In view of the notoriety Dr. Woodrow at one time achieved,
it might not bo amiss to close these introductory remarks
with a citation from his recent and final baccalaureate
sermon, preached, as was his custom, to tho graduating class,
on “ The Word of God.” I give this up to-date, profound
gem ! As for those who would claim the Bible contains tho
Word of God, ho will have none of it, as that would
involve vulgar reason, a poor authority. “ On tho other hand,
| say that tho Bible is God's word, meaning thereby that
every word and syllable in tho Bible, as first written, from
beginning to end, comes from God, asis asserted and claimed
in the extracts from it which | read you, and, therefore, is
absolutely true; and that the office of reason is not to sit
in judgment upon what is found there, but solely to seek to
learn what is the true meaning of every part. And, further,
that the Church is equally powerless with reason to decide
that anything found in the Bible is no part of the word of God.
[Italics mine]...... Tho Supreme Judge....... in whose sentence
we are to rest, can bo no other but the Holy Spirit speaking
in the Scripture.” It should also be of interest—and
particularly to Dr. White—to know, as the orating
“ scientist” asserted in concluding : “ I have now done what
I could to set forth what | believe, and for more than fifty
years believed, to be the true doctrine respecting the Bible,
and what | have been publicly teaching for more than fifty
years...... All parts of this doctrine trend towards the one
point—the setting forth of the Word itself, under the
guidance and enlightening power of the Holy Ghost." This in
a secular college that a Dr. Cooper once presided over !

I will trespass no further on your kina patience, and now
give Dr. La Borde's memoir of Dr. Cooper. -

LOJS Levine.

Charleston, S.C., July 11.

Memoik.

| propose to present Dr. Cooper more distinctly to my
readers. To this notice he is eminently entitled, and I
shall endeavor to bring to the discussion a spirit of entire
candor and impartiality.

He was born in London, England, October 22,1759. He
was educated at Oxford. Having taken a position in refer-
ence to French politics, and published a pamphlet in reply to
Burke, ho left England under a threat of prosecution, and
took up his residence in Northumberland, Pennsylvania
[U.S. A], where he met his friend Dr. Priestley. Upon his
arrival among us, he found the country in a state of high
political excitement, and, taking part in it, he was tried for
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a libel under the sedition law, and sentenced to six month»
imprisonment and a fine of four hundred dollars. In 1806
he was appointed one of the judges of the Pennsylvania
Common Pleas Districts, from which office he was removed
by Governor Snyder in 1811, at the request of the Legisla-
ture. He held successively the Professorship of Chemistry
at Dickinson College, Carlisle, Pa., and of Chemistry and
Mineralogy in the University of Pennsylvania. December
13, 1819, he was elected to fill for one year the Chair ol
Chemistry in the South Carolina College, made vacant by
the death of Professor Smith. On December 15, 1820, he
was elected President pro tempore, and December 1,1821,
was permanently elected. December 3, 1834, his resigna-
tion was requested, and he was disconnected with the
College. His last days were spent in editing and publish-
ing The Statutes of the State—a labor which was assigned
him by the General Assembly. He died at Columbia, May
11, 1839...... No man of his time was more generally know*

to the people of the State. Of an eager, restless spirffi
always anxious to take part in everything of moment whicn
was passing around him; of resolute and determined cast ol
character, with great vigor of understanding, combined wit*
varied learning, it was impossible that such a man 8J&u T
not be known to his contemporaries, and leave behind bn“
fixed and positive impressions...... What is the peculia

nature of his genius 1 | will be understood when | say th»

facility in taking 1 |
others and appropriating them to his own purposes, t1]
mind had great activity, was always on tne search,
nothing of value which was thrown out by others escaftf*
him. But it was not blind obedience ; he subjected it t
the crucible of his own reason, to the test of person
experiment. He had in largest measure the element o
independence, and in the end his opinions were his ow"-
It is true that on many subjects ho differed from tho
around him, and that he entertained opinions entl,reL
opposed to the settled convictions of tho community whe
his lot was cast...... He had a marvellous capacity, and “ »
enthusiasm in the cause of learning knew no bounds----"
His genius was eminently practical—utilitarian. Ho look
upon man very much as an animal, and believed that t
framework of eociety was designed to provide for
sical wants and necessities. As in man he saw notbi b
tho animal, so in tho objects of knowledge he 8®
nothing but external nature ; of man in his higher natu
as a being of immortal powers, with aspirations reach* *
into a never-ending futurity, he had no just concept®
For those pursuits, then, which are not immediately c
nected with the bodily wants ho had no taste. Gn *
contrary, he denied to them all claim to attention. u
thought that all time devoted to them was justso © {
thrown away. His mind was objoctive. For metaphyd .
and ethical investigations he had a perfect conte®r.
In his report to the Board of Trustees (April, #
ho remarks, in reference to a proposition made “attb>*1
previous meeting, that he should teach metaphysics, ,Tt
he professes himself qualified and competent to teach ©°<fl.
physics, having dovoted much more time to that “cr?u]ly
satisfactory study than most men ; so much so as to bet
persuaded that it is not worth the time required to »
bestowed upon it.” Ho proposes to substitute a c°“[®( ;I
political economy for it. It is a matter of history to »
committee was appointed, at his suggestion, to report °“ ."e.
propriety of abolishing the study altogether. And to, a.
wise, he had no sympathy in ethical inquiries. . 6 mjnd
mated everything by its temporal value...... His
was defective in the genuine philosophic element; n® U
no great generalizar. He abounded in facts, and the ~
which he made of them proved that he was an acute*®
than a great thinker. Compared with his friend ~f\i'lOpef
I would remark that they wore very similar, though w
was decidedly inferior. The name of ono is linked for [ft
with the scienco of chemistry, whilo tho other ha
nothing behind him. o0t
That his acquirements were varied and extensivo ¢ t|
be questioned. His mind had ranged pretty wello'c” J
broad surface of thought and knowledge, and had Kaj)(lj a
something at every step...... Ho was a great reader, orjOg.
fine memory, and forgot little that was worth reinej ,jjghf
He was not entirely ignorant of anything WYIC iuGite4
become the topic of discussion in the circle of e”, afl o
gentlemen. He was a man of information, rather t je
learning...... There is, no doubt, force in the remark t filly
may have failed in reaching the highest excellence
one department of knowledge, because his attend
divided among so many. This is certainly fatal to ¢ndrc*
with most minds...... Priestley and Franklin, more ujts,
spirits, have, in the midst of most distracted P
secured immortality. Dr. Cooper’s largest attain““®
in chemistry and the cognato sciences, law, medic ™~ . »
political philosophy. His principal publications
Translation of the Institutes of Justinian, his
tion of Broussais, his Medical Jurisprudence, N
porium of Arts and Sciences, and his Lectun

N jfnv
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Elements of Political Economy. Besides these, | may
Mention his elaborate Essay on the Pentateuch, and any
number of pamphlets, religious and political...... His Essay
on the Pentateuch has long since had the flimsy veil of its
~'se learning and inconclusive reasoning torn from it, and
stands exposed in all its deformity [this naive statement
May be read with a smile to-day]...... His contributions to
ne Southern Review are worthy of mention; and as
ney exhibit him to great advantage, | give the articles by
naMe : in 1st vol., Principles on Agriculture, Gall on the
unctions of the Brain, Begin’s Therapeutics ; in 3rd vol.,
Riggins Celtic Druids, Modern Gastronomy ; in 4th vol.,
"jUggin's Celtic Druids; in 5th, Bentham on Judicial Evi-
in 6th, Agrarian and Education Systems, Geology
Pentateuch, Social Life of England and France ; in 7th,
operations of Poisons ; in 8th, United States Bank, Dis-
‘ttbutmn of Wealth.

(To he concluded.)

SABBATH LOVE-SONGS.

T (Before Mr. Justice Collins.)

sued\r case Williams v. Wright, Mr. Jeffreys Williams
thr 7- George Edward Wright, printer and publisher of
Lh] Wes>bo recover a penalty of £50 for an alleged offence
bbe Lord’s Day Observance Act. Defendant denied
U®:.sieged offence.
g J Wplaintiff appeared in person, while Mr. C. A. Russell,
Tli al? ™ r; i'ankes represented the defendant,
be h ,P'aintiff, who refused to be sworn, on the ground that
he ino religious belief, said, before he gave his evidence,
H .fhed to state that he did not approve of the Act under
libert i ~as su'ngi because he was in favor of the utmost
8hou y being enjoyed by everyone, and agreed that halls
Havi )e °Pen °n Sundays for lectures and other purposes.
Satu t a” rmech be gave evidence to the effect that on
thatrt a”v bfarch 20, he saw an advertisement in the Times
the n conc°rt would bo given on the following evening at
Quee L®ns Halb Gn Sunday evening he went to the
box-0il'8 ant*porobased a ticket for the concert at the
ticket h6' Or wbi°b be paid a shilling. By means of this
con@ b0 entered the hall and listened to a portion of the
la, ,rt- He heard a humorous love-song which made him
sitttlU ~ 8eeme,i tO bim to be an ordinary entertainment,
fore j? to those which were given on week-days, and there-
@ectio Catne within the Lord's Day Observance Act. Under
of £r,f?  that Act the defendant was liable to a penalty
the t°r having published an advertisement relating to
~entertainment,
the aoN BN on behalf of the defendant, submitted that
the me rt was not an cnt°rtainment or amusement within
kerialearilnKof the statute, and that, as the statute was a

Muilty®ininj 6 P/iotiif must show that the defendant had a

tions larry gav.’ evidence to the effect that the cornposi-
po3sib] Pccified in the advertisement were free from any
on ylod accusation of levity, or of exercising any influence
Gevati llearor other than that which was wholosomo and
festival' "bnilar works woro performed in the musical
MtnelL8 a*% bbe great cathedrals. In cross-examination,
allv 11? 81 that the compositions were known oonvention-
Mr aen lar-.
o°ntrOl bright, the defendant, stated that he had no
Times. °ver the advertisements which appeared in the

provOifu jO Collins held that the plaintiff had failed to
*there were no free seats at the concert, and gave
~-D,, v tor the defendant, with costs.
aihd Telegraph, July 29.

ol Clear Thought Necessary.

JMd the thinking is quite as important as correct living;
belns to nan who helps to make men think aright thereby
aMl to a,, vanco not only intellectual, but moral progress,
CiMtrarv f mon* the sum of human happiness. He, on the
~tives wWLW?VGr nnexceptionable his conduct and pure his
°t Meni,v 1° 10iPs to befog, mystify, and confuse the minds
?netny Of , 013 shallow, dreamy thought, is quite as much the
illtboukj.??rai a3of intellectual advancement. Slovenliness

.? Moral8 *n bbe long run, to result in slovenliness
sL°ugb tii ugbt cannot be divorced from conduct, even
“bows “bought, true or erroneous, of one generation
telewatiod fl— ' conspicuously in the conduct of succeeding
dceripOns ~ Zeacber..of..error may be sincere; but his

pbbet, and?/10way »overs the connection between cause and

imtOr<  Tinat. 'aredore in Ae way diminishes the results of the

it ~r°Portin <J In*ellectual error is dangerous and harmful

“3grown. ? 10the sincerity of its adherents, upon which
1 boponds.—/i, F. Underwood.
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WHEN?

W hen have Infidels founded Inquisitions to torture men
into belief |

When has Infidelity afflicted mankind with twelve
centuries of woe, most fitly described as “ The Dark Ages”!

When has Infidelity carried on religious wars like the
“ Crusades ” 1

When has Infidelity slaughtered fifty million people as
Mother Church has 1

When have Infidels murdered the teachers of our race, as
Christianity did Hypatia, Bruno, Yanini, jServetus, and
many others 1

When have Infidels vented their spite upon the dead
by digging up and burning their bodies 1

When have Infidels begun, on St. Bartholomew’s Day, and
massacred seventy thousand of their fellow-men in one week 1

When have Infidels persecuted the Jews ?

When have Infidels sold “ Indulgences ” 1

When have Infidels set up the worship of bones, hairs,
and rusty nails, “ wood for the true cross,” and other relics ?

When have Infidels decried the use of ana33thetics in
obstetrical cases as “an impious attempt to escape the
curse” denounced against all women in Genesis iii. 101

When have Infidels burned holes in Quakers’ tongues,
and dragged old, bedridden women from tneir couches, and
hung them, as witches, on the evidence of little children 1

When have Infidels opposed comforts and refinements,
such as the introduction of stoves, carpets, chandeliers,
violins, and organs in churches 1

When has any Freethinker ever characterized fire, marine,
and life insurance, and the setting up of lightning rods, as
“ challenges to God Almighty " 2—Torch of Reason.

CORRESPONDENCE.

A SIGNAL ANSWER TO FRAYER.
TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.”

Sir,—In the Free Library of Newington (South London)
is a volume called Present Day Tracts, published by the
Religious Tract Society. One of the Tracts is on tho
efficacy of prayer. In the preface to the volume appears
tho following pious supplication : “ May God abundantly
bless this volume, and cause it to fulfil in some measure its
great purpose.” God has, indeed, abundantly blessed tho
volume, so far as this Library is concerned; for, though tho
book has appeared in the catalogue for three years past, not
a single individual has sought to borrow it until the other
day. And then it was asked for by the undersigned, who
has since found in its contents abundant confirmation of his
Freethinking views. On tho other hand, Winwood Reade’s
Martyrdom of Man—not commended to tho blessing of
God—seems to havo been in demand. X.

PROFANE JOKES.

It was a church gathering, and they had mot to Say farewell
to a missionary and his wife. A layman was asked to pray,
and ho began in this wise; “ O Lord, who carest both for
man and beast, take caro, we beseech thee, of our dear
brother and his wife.”

“ This,” declared tho young man, airily, “ I am certain, is
at the least my three hundredth time on earth.” “ It's very
funny you don’t know any more, then,” said tho old man,
who had listened to his Theosophical haraDguo.

Bobby—* Maw, | read of a man to-day who was ono
hundred and seventy years old.” Mother—* Oh, what a
lie!” Bobby—" Well, mamma, it was in the Bible.”

Elsie was greatly perturbed by the discovery that her
brothers had set traps to catch birds. Questioned as to

what she had dono in the matter, she replied : ‘1 prayed
that the traps might not catch the birds.” “Anything
olso? *“Yes, sho said; “ 1 then prayed that God would
prevent the birds getting into tho traps, and”—as if to
illustrate tho doctrine of faith and works—* 1 went and

kicked the traps all to pieces.”

So far as our daily life and conduct are concerned, Chris-
tianity is an extinct creed, even its own priests assuming
tacitly that as a religion for daily use it is®"preposterous and
impossible. With the words of Jesus Christ for ever in our
mouths, wo go about tho world protesting, by the sign of
the Sword, that tho Cross is only a figure of speech, or, to
put it more correctly, a sword-handle.—Robert Buchanan.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

[Notice» of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, and
be marked “ Lecture Notice,” if not sent on post-card.]

LOUDON.

(73 Tottenham Court-road, W .): 7.30-

The Athen.eum Hall
G. W. Foote, “ Who Was Moses ?”

THE FREETHINKER.
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Recently published, price 3d., by post 4d.,
THE

Secularist's  Catechism.

BEING

Bradlaugh Club and Institute (36 Newington Green-road, Ball'a  An Exposition of Secular Principles, showing tlicir Relation I

Pond) : 7.15, Stanley Jones, “ Philosophers in Parliament.”

East London Branch (Swaby’s Coflee House, 103 Mile End-road):
8, E. Pack.

W est London Branch N.S.S. 381 Harrow-road, Paddington : August
9, at 9, Business meeting.

Open-Air Propaganda.

Camberwell (Station-road): 11.30, It. P. Edwards.

Camberwell Branch (Peckham Rye): 315 and 7, H. P. Ward.

Edmonton (Angel road): 7, C. Cohen.

Finbbury Park (near band-stand)—Finsbury Park Branch: 3.15,
R. Rosetti, “ Is the Bible the Word of God?”

Hammersmith (The Grove, near S.W.R. Btation): 7, R. P. Edwards,
“ Did the Christ of the Gospels Exist?”

Hyde Park (near Marble Arch): 11.30, R. P. Edwards; 3.30, J.
Fagan.

Istington (Highbury Fields, Highbury Corner): 11 30, A lecture.

Kilburn (High-road, corner of Victoria-road) : 7, J. Fagan.

Kingsland (Ridley-road, near Dalston Junction): 11.30, W. Heaford.

Limehouse (Triangle, Salmon lane): 11.30, 0. Cohen. August 10, at
8.30, H. P. Ward.

Mile End Waste: 11.30, H. P. Ward; 7, E. Pack. August 11, at
8.80, O. Cohen. 12, at 8, Mr. Westacott.

Victoria Park (near the fountain): 3.15,0. Oohen.

W ood Green (Jolly Butchers' Hill): 11.30, Stanley Jones, “ Philo-
sophers in Parliament.”

COUNTRY.

Failsworth Secular Sunday-school (Pole-lane): C. Watts—2 30,
“ The Drawbacks of Christianity” ; 6.30, “ Sin and Secular Salvation.”

Pontypridd (28 Middle-street, Trallwn): Meetings every Sunday
evening. Discussion invited.

Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockingham-etreet):
Members and friends meet at 1.30, corner of Arundel and Norfolk-
etr%ets, and will leave at 1.45 for Wharnclifls side—Mr. Ewing's. Tea
at

South Shields (Captain Duncan’s Navigation School, King-street):
7.30, Business meeting.

Open-Air Propaganda.

Rochdale (Town Hall Square): S. R. Thompson—11,“ Whence and
Whither?' 3,“A Few of God's Favorites”; 6.30, “Why | am an
Atheist.”

Lecturers’ Engagements.

0. Cohen, 12 Merchant-street. Bow-road, London.—August 8, m.,
Mile End ; a., Victoria Park ; e., EImonton.

A. B. Moss, 44 Oredon-road,London, S.E.—August 8 m., Camberwell;
a., Peckham Rye. 22, a.,, Peckham Rye. 22, in, Wood Green. 29,
Edmonton.

J. Faoan, 48 Popham-road, New North-road, London, N.—August 8,
a., Harrow ; e, Kilburn. September 19, e., Hammersmith. 26, m., Hyde
Park.

J. T. Thurlow, 850 Old Ford-road, London, E.—September 5, Lime-
house.

H. Percy Ward, Leighton nail, N.W.—August 8. m, Limehouse ;
e, Peckham Rye. 15, m., Oleikcnwell Green ; e., Bradlaugh Club. 22,
m., Mile End Waste; a., Harrow-road. 29, m., Camberwell; a., Peckham
Rye.

E. Pack, 90 Camden-street, N W.—August 16, m., Camberwell ; a
Peckham Rye. 22, Limehouse. 29, in, Mile End. September 5, e.,
Clerkenwell Green. 12, m, Kingsland. 19, m , Camberwell; a., Peckham
Bye. 26, m., Mile End ; a., Finsbury Park. October 17, m., Camberwell.

POSITIVISM,

NKWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.—Church of Humanity, St.
Mary’s-place. Service and Discourse every Sunday evening at 7.

SUNDERLAND.—Church of Humanity, 23 lifandford-
gtreet. Service and discourse every Sunday afternoon at 3.15.

WEST HARTLEPOOL.—Druids’ Hall, Tower-street.
Meeting for inquirers, conducted by Mr. Malcolm Quin, first Wednesday
of every month at 7 30.

Information and literature may be obtained from Mr. Malcolm Quin,
Church of Humanity, Newcastle-on-Tyne, who will be willing to consider
applications to deliver lectures on Positivism gratuitously and without
expense, where such lectures may be desired.

THOMAS PAINE'S WORKS.

Centenary edition. With a Political

The Rights Of Man.
s.; bound in cloth, 2s.

Biography by J. M. W heeler.

The Age of Reason. New edition, with Preface by Q. W.

Foote. ls.

Complete Theological
Reason.) Cloth, 2s. 6d.

It. Fordor, 28 Stonocuttor-stroot, E.C.

Works. (Including tho Age of

London ;

the Political and Social Problems of the Day.

By CHARLES WATTS

( Vice-President of the National Secular Society).

London : Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, E-C

Vol. 1., doth gilt, 216 pp., 2s. 6d., post free,

CRIMES OF CHRISTIANITY-

G. W. FOOTE and J. M. WHEELER.
Hundreds of exact References to Standard Authorities. No pains spae<

to make it a complete, trustworthy, final, unanswerable
Indictment of Christianity.

Chapters:—1, Christ to Constantine; 2, Constantine to Hypatl3’
Monkery; 4, Pious Forgeries ; 5, Pious Frauds ; 6, Rise of the PaP3 "’
7, Crimes of the Popes ; 8, Persecution of the Jews; 9, The Crusades-

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

THE BEST BOOK

ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, BELIEVE,

TRUE MORALITY, or THE TK ~frr AND
PRACTICE OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

By J. B. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.S.S.
160 pages, with portrait and autograph, bound in «;ofA, gilt Istt*r
Price Is., post free. thi
*** |n ord«r to bring th« information within the r«ach of the Pf*;gel
moit important parts of the book are issued in a pamphlet of
atone penny, post free id. Copies of the pamphlet for dietribow
a dozen post free. «ariliB'6
The National Reformer of 4th September, 1892, say«i “ Mr & jjeo
eamphlet . .. is an almost nnexceptionable statement of ‘t,e[nor,l
dalthusian theory and practice . . . and throughout appeals to (0.

feeling. . The special value of Mr. Holmes’ service to t“»
Malthusian cause and to numan well-being generally is just bn 7,1
nation in his pamphlet of a plain statement of the physical an“.
need for family limitation with a plain account of the means by w  jj«
can be secured, and an offer to all concerned of the requisites

a3

lowest possible prices.”
The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. Dryedale, Dr. All“s

otherr, have also spoken of it in very high terms. (.0-
The Trade supplied by B. Fordbr, 28 Stonecutter-street, Lonuo i

Other orders should be sent to the author,

J. R. HOLMES. HANNEY, WANTAQE, BERK®:

W. J. Rendell's “W.ife's Frienrg

Recommended by Mrs. Besant in Law cf Population,

Allbutt iw Wife's HaedisseR, p 51. ONLY tit NO. ™ liifgi*

street, Olerkenwell; 2s. per doz., post free (reduction

quantities). For particul. rJsend stamped envelope.
IMPORTANT CAUTION. jst*

BswarHof useless imitafoni substituted by some dealers and c¢_cjOusU
the words “ Rendell A Co and*“ J. W. Rendall,” etc., being PR
and plausibly introduced to deceive the public.

Look for Autograph Registered Trade Mark

No. 182,688-

iir RedInk on each Box, without which None abb

liggiuson’s Syringe, with Vertical and Reverse Current, ®- is. P
1 6s. 6d. Dr. Palfrey’s Powder, Is. 2d. Quinine Ocap
.Allbntt’s Quinine Powders, 8s. per doz. All prices po*. g

.J. RENDELL. 15 Chadwell-st.. Clerkanw"elrl_ﬂ’;m—
TANTON, tho People’s Dentist, 335 Strand

Somerset Honse). —TEETH on VULCANITE, 2s.c“;, CoV&i.

lower set, £1. Best Quality, 4s. each; upper or lower, t-“-tw0 b“uo0

four hours when required; repairing or alterations T«e ,io0a,

yon pay more than the above, they are fancy cna e eitro

tinum, 7a. <&d each; on 18 ct. gold, 16i.; stopping, (0* *

1 painless by gas, ta. _ —B
IGIIAPHIC SHORTHAND is tho aD6d-11*

Perfect of all Systems. Parts 1. to VII. now

e. P.W. Baldwin, O.M., Ashton-on-Ribble.
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Price One Shilling,

HEISM OR ATHEISM:

Which is the More Reasonable ?
A PUBLIC DEBATE
BETWEEN
Mb W. T. LEE, Lecturer to the Christian Evidence
Society,

AND
G. W. FOOTE, President of the National Secular

Society.

Seld in flie Temperance Hall, Derby, May 15 and 1G, 1895.

Chairman—J. W. PIPER, Editor of the Derby Daily
Telegraph.

EEVISED BY BOTH DISPUTANTS.

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-streot, E.C.

flowers of freethought.

BY

G. W. FOOTE.

Second Series (cloth), 2s. 6d.

irofINTENTa: — Luscious Piety—The Jewish Sabbath—God’'s Day—
3, ®80r Stokes on Immortality—Paul Bert—Converting a Corpse—
cti» rush's Ghost—Christ and Brotherhood—The Sons of God—Mel-
Ath'k—S'welp me God—Infidel Homes—Are Atheists Cruel >—Are
Lord”18 Ticked?—Rain Doctors—Pious Puerilities—*“ Thus Saith the
Clott 7'Believe or be Damned—Christian Charity—Religion and Money—
Up &d Bosh—Lord Bacon on Atheism—Christianity and Slavery— Christ
Lpt, 0 Late—Secularism and Christianity—Altar and Throne—Martin
Uo ner~"The Praise of Folly—A Lost Soul—Happy in Hell—The Act of
Hri! p e'r llardie on Christ—Blessed be ye Poor—Converted Infidels—
Alte «' ¥'L's Ghost—Talmage on the Bible—Mrs. Bosant on Death and
Ua7~~4'he Poets and Liberal Theology—Christianity and Labor—
gfp-'y? An Easter Egg for Christians—Down Among the Dead Men—
The Cp S a Hero—Kit Marlowe and Jesus Christ—Jehovah the Ripper—
Ua . ara’n’s Living Wage— Did Bradlaugh Backslide? — Frederic
of ,Ln on Atheism—Save the Bible —Forgive and Forget—The Star
1V otrlehem—the Great Ghost—Atheism and the French Revolution—
Emin»?l—Jesus at the Derby—Atheist Murderers—A Religion for
La—Rose-Water Religion.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecuttor-street, E.C.

Jusfc published, cloth, prico 2a. fid. post freo,

the RATIONALIST'S MANUAL.

QﬂBondium of Thoological and Biblical Criticism, Philosophy,
Ocience, and Ethics. In two Parts. By Albtiikia, M.D.

H«nanl'7 Part Ciiristianism : its SuraRSTIiTiONS and Origin. The

List,anslatt Revelation—The Teachings of Jesus not Original—Inspiration—
. 2nsof the Bible Text—Some Bible Legends—A Few Contradictions in

vT®venuS’\|r 1 ~cxt"—The Christian Messiah; and Contemporaq/ History—
J the Life of Jesus; Miracles, etc—Ollgln of the Bible—Prayer—
lee—(JHmr*ftnce aod Baptism—Heaven, MeH, Ghosw and Regies=Future
~cient yan,, /\y’\hols the Cross, etc. ——AnC|ent Festivals, Sabbaths, etc.—
HmNOrd«YIenltles and Scriptures—Origin of Religion (Theology)—Origin of
*Ts . nstan “ The Frui.s of Christianism-------- Part Il. Rationalism:
1Y AN,) Rui E ok Life. Rationalism— First Principles—Truths—

i Lfg__. paltl(hs~ Knowledge, Belief, Faith, etc—The Cause of All— Life—Origin
Unive olutJ°n—Polarity - Ascent of Man—Death and Dissolution— Morality—
*tc:O%fph  J*e-ifhe Earth; Geological Epodh-, etc.—The Solar System; Seasons,

\rans M orw *nt ~"O<ac.—Kthics and Customs of Social Life— Duty and Fault—

TLaniing ana t> °~e— Rationalist Societies— Public Holidays and their Origin—

A"0U2ht Registration of Children— Marriage— Burial of the Dead— Freedom of
d opecch—Oaths, Affirmations, and Last Will— Index,

Rv the same Author. Price fid., post froo 7d.,
OfFA Rationalist catechism

- ~unj°cfce concerning Man—his Gods and Superstitions.

Jjumher ~r of interest to all ; ... gives in brief and concise shape a large
‘Ston/'  j?_e aconclusions of rational »ciencc and criticism with regard to
D Ll 9

°n: Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, E.C.

Price’ Od. paper, Is. cloth.

The Jewish Life of Christ.

SEPHER TOLDOTH JESHU.
WITH NOTES BY
G- w. FOOTE & J. M. WHEELER.
London; ft, Foidor, 28 Stonecutter-street, EC.
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WORKS BY G. W. FOOTE.

Bible Handbook for Freethinkers and Inquiring Christians.
[Edited in conjunction with W. P. Ball.] Superior edition,

on superfine paper, bound in cloth, 2s.
The Sign of the Cross. A Candid Criticism of Wilson Barrett's

Play. 48 pp., beautifully printed and elegantly bound, fid.
Bible and Beer. 4d.
Was Jesus Insane? A Searching Inquiry into the Mental

Condition of the Prophet of Nazareth. Id.

Royal Paupers. showing what Royalty doos for the People,
and what the People do for Royalty. 2d.

Philosophy of Secularism. 3d.
Atheism and Morality. 2d.

The Bible God. 2d.

Interview with the Devil. 2d.
The Dying Atheist. A Story. Id.

Bible Romances. New Edition. Revised and largely re-written.
(1) Creation Story, 2d.; (2) Evo and the Apple, Id.; (3) Cain

and Abel, Id.; (4) Noah’s Flood, Id.; (5) Tho Tower of Babel, Id.;
(6) Lot's Wife, Id.; (7) The Ten Plagues, Id.; (8) The Wandering
Jews, Id.; (9) Balaam’s Ass, (10) God in a Box, (11)
Jonah and the Whale, 1d.; (12) Blble Animals, 1d.; (13)AV|rg|n
Mother, 1d.; (14) Tho Resurrectlon 2d.; (15) The Crucifixion,
d.; (16) John’s Nightmare, Id.

Rome or Atheism—the Great Alternative. 3d.

Letters to Jesus Christ. 4d.

What was Christ? A Reply to J. S. Mill. 2d.

Christianity and Progress. A Reply to Mr. Gladstone. 2d.

The Rev. Hugh Price Hughes's Converted Atheist. A Lie
in Five Chapters. Id.

Salvation Syrup; or, Light on Darkest England. A Reply
to General Booth. 2d.

The Impossible Creed. An Open Letter to Bishop Magee on
the Sermon on the Mount. 2d.

Ingersollism Defended against Archdeacon Farrar.
Mrs. Besant’'s Theosophy. A Candid Criticism. 2d.
Secularism and Theosophy. A Rejoinder to Mrs. Besant. 2d.

The Grand Old Book. A Reply to tho Gand Old Man. An
exhaustive answor to tho Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone’'s “ Im-
pregnablo Rock of Holy Scripture.” Is.; bound in cloth, Is. 6d.

Bible Heroes. Cloth, 2s. 6d.
Letters to tho Clergy. FirstSeries, 128 pp., Is.

Christianity and Secularism. Four Nights’ Public Debato
with the Rev. Dr. James McCann. |Is.; suporior edition, in
cloth, Is. 6d.

Infidel Death-Beds.
superfine paper, in cloth, Is. 3d.

Darwin on God. fid.; superior odition,
Comic Sermons and Other Fantasias. 8d.

Will Christ Save Us? A Thorough Examination of tho Claims
of Josus Christ to bo considered tho Savior of tho World. 6d.

Reminiscences of Charles Bradlaugh. 6d.

Crimes of Christianity. Vvol. I. [Written in conjunction with
J. M. Wheolcr.] Hundreds of oxact references to Standard
Authorities. No pains spared to make it a complete, trust-
worthy, final, unanswerable Indictmont of Christianity. Cloth,
gilt, 21C pp., 2s. fid.

London: R. Fordor, 28 Stonecuttor-streot, E.C.

2d,

Socond odition, much enlarged, 8d. On

in cloth, Is.

Price Sixpence,

THE BIRTH OF CHRIST.

A CHAPTER FROM

Strauss’s Original “ Life of Jesus.”
WITH AN INTRODUCTION BY
G. W. FOOTE.

(A Most Thorough Analysis and Exposuro of tho Gospel
Story by a Master Hand.)

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, EC

Now,1Ready, price Is.,
The People’s Darwin;

Darwin Made Easy.
By E. B. AYELING, D.Sc.

Or,

London ; R Fordor, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.
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GREAT SUMMER SALE.

21s. Parcel that contains £2 worth of Goods.

No.
2. —4 Trouser Lengths, wear guaranteed.

1. —2 Splendid Suit Lengths, Tweed or Serge, any color.
Stripe, Check, or Mixture.

3. —2 Full Dress Lengths, with linings and buttons complete.

4. —3 Dress Skirts, made to measure from any kind of material.

5. -1 Complete Costume to measure, and a Silver-mounted Umbrella.

6. -1 Suit Length, 1 Dress Skirt, and 1 Beautiful Crepon Blouse.

7. —50 yards of High-class Flannelette, in 5 different designs.

8.--11 yards Deep Pile Velveteen, black or any color.

9.--1 Gent's Scarboro’ Mackintosh and 1 Trouser length.
10.--1 Gent's Umbrella, 1 Trouser Length, 1 Dress Length, and 1 Lady's Umbrella.
11.--1 pair of All Wool Blankets, 1 pair of large Sheets, 1 beautiful Quilt, 1 Tablecloth, and 1 pair of

Curtains.

12.--1 pair Trousers, 1 Dress Skirt, 1 Gent’s Umbrella, 1 Lady’'s Umbrella.

13. -15 yards Suiting for Boys’ Suits.

14. -30 yards Remnants for Children’s Dresses.

15. -2 pairs All Wool Blankets.

Very strong and durable.

All good colors and quality.

16. -2 Night Dresses, 2 Chemises, 2 pairs Knickers, 2 pair Stockings, 2 Skirts, 2 Ilandkerchiofs, | Silver

mounted Umbrella, 1 Fur Necktie.

17. -2 Men's Wool Shirts, 2 pairs Drawers, 2 Under Vests, 2 pairs Socks, and 1 Umbrella.
18. -1 ¥Youth's Suit to measure, chest over vest not to bo more than 32 inches.

19. -3 pairs Men'’s Trousers to measure, all different.

-Parcel of goods made up of anything you name in reason.
This will bo a guide as to what you might ask for.

20.

are selling at about 1 ordinary price.

Please remember that during sale \®

Each Parcel sent Carriage Paid for 21s.

J W. GOTT, 2 & 4 UNION STREET, BRADFORD.

Price 2d., by post 2id.; yearly subscription (including
Supplements), 2s. 8d.

THE LITERARY GUIDE:

A RATIONALIST REVIEW.

D»voted mainly to Books and Publications which deal with
Religion, Philosophy, Science,and Ethicsfrom a Rationalist
standpoint.

Tuk August Number Contains
Rationalism in Fiction.
The Oospol in tho Dust.
Out-of-date Theology.
Tho Cross and the Crescent.
Mrs. Besant’'s New Book.
The Ghost of Khammurabi.
A First-Century Manifesto.
Moral Instruction in France.
Arguing for Immortality.
Random Jottings.
Our Library Shelves.—Ruskin’s Time and Tide.
A Public School for the Unorthodox.
Signs and Warnings (gleaned from the Religious Pross).

% ' Copies of tho July issue, containing two important Supple-
ments, may bo still had, price 2d., by post 3d.

London : Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, Floot-stroet, E.C.

Works by J. M. Wheeler.

Biographical Dictionary of Freethinkers of All Ages and
Nations. Containing the Lives of over 1,G00 Men and
Women of Light and Leading. Reduced to 6s.

Footsteps of the Past. Essays on Human Evolution in
Religion and Custom. 3s.

Bible Studies. Essays on Phallic Worship, Circumcision,
Blood Rites, Jewish Sacrifices, Taboos, Ordeals, Witch-
craft. Prophets, Song of Solomon, Etc. Cloth illustrated,

2s. 6d.
The Life and Writings of Voltaire. Is. paper; 2s. cloth.

Secular Songs and Freethonght Readings. Is.
The Christian Doctrine of Hell. 2d.
Satan, Witchcraft, and the Bible. 2d.
Types of Religionists. 2d.
London; R. Fordor, 28 Stonocutter-Btroot, E.C.

NOW READY.

INGERSOLL'S

Greatest Lecture

ON

SHAKESPEARE

HANDSOMELY PRINTED.

Price Sixpence.

London : It. Fonler, 28 Stonecutter-stroot, E.C-

Now Ready. Price Twopence.

What is the Use of Prayed

By C. COHEN.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E-C-

QECULAR SUNDAY-SCHOOL, FAILSWORTIDb 1té
iO Mancnester. The above School having become too smai it-
requirements of the members they aro desirous of BXTBL Oting *
To raise the necessary funds—about £600—they are Pr?,, .jOn» In
BAZAAR to be held at the end of October next. Contrin

money or articles from any Freethought well-wisher would >

fully received .,.wortb-
N

Il. Taylok, Sec., 428 Oldham-road, Fail»

oy trtt,
Printed and PnblUhed by G.W . Foot», at 18 Stonccuttel-»»
London, K.C.




