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VIll.— Inspiration.

%‘amﬁ Cr Criticism, as expounded by Dr. Farrar, admits
A2 oA fbe Bible difficulties that have been advanced

Thep ™ s’ Let us recapitulate the most important,
tim ~ e hopelessly at variance with science. It some-
8lore3 contradicts well-established history. Many of its
actj'cs’ *ken literally, are obviously absurd. Some of the
Jis ns.it records with apparent approval are wicked or
com Stin§- -A good deal of its language sins against
ailtjim°n decency. Several books were not written by the
ever°rS wk°se names they bear. Others are, and must for
var: rcmain) anonymous. The dates of composition of the
Qc books are not what has been generally supposed.
clir’ 1Ma% the true chronology differs from the received
fead ° by many centuries. To the great majority of
lino rs bbo Bible has never been known, and never can be
bo nnfexcept in translations. No translation can possibly
c¢°nta’ 6Cf Every translation of the Bible is known to
Ueb In 8rave and numerous errors. Even in tho original
Vario°W and  Greek manuscripts there are thousands of
somo Sread[ngs- In some cases the text is uncertain, in
paj ,Ceseb interpolated, and in others irrecoverably im-
aro j Tho vowel points by which Hebrew is now read
of j em°nstrably a modern invention. Even the discourses
vit,~ s Christ, in the New Testament, are not reported
from'Jfonracy. The New Testament writers seldom quote
tho (, 10 Lid Testament exactly, but generally roly upon
they rCk translation called tho Soptuagint. Somotimes
"Liu f°.t0 Passages which are not in Scripture at all.
t)Qv- °t -88 passages quoted from tho Old Testament in
accur "says Lr. Farrar, “ there aro but 53 which agree
Xesta CT w,itb tho original Hebrew. In 76 tho New
and jltnent differs both from the Greek and the Hebrew;
amp .,n the New Testament, the Greek, and the Hebrew
au variant.”

~bich”™u *ac®  *f cn’ th°® Bible is doomed. A book of

fear these. thing3 can be said, without the slightest

the W dontradiction, must sooner or later bo dropped as

Positioj n recognised as a human com-
v o=

fessiUVbil_o, thoso who live by tho Biblo, and aro pro-

callsjfa T interested in its “ supremacy,” as Dr. Farrar

ti°n. ' caat about for a means of giving it a fresh roputa-
"aw'ori  ° °id conception of it is fatally discredited; a
¢vid® giy° it a fresh lease of life.

1°gjaQd entfy there is only ono direction open to the theo-

sPY'ati trimmers- Thoy must start another theory of in-

of thc°;i- ° no that will conserve tho “ sacred” character

canhn Y- 0 in spite of every difficulty that has been, or
Th i,18covered.

hnskb *3 no longer to bo called the Word of God.

thatV-Says>and Dr. Farrar seems to quoto it approvingly,

call atl , a &avo heresy (or wilful source of division) to
Tennvr , S, or collection of books, the Word of God.”
Miolo ator>however, wo are told that tho Bible, as a
W j* = sP°ken of as tho Word of God, because it
Thi3 ns words and messages of God to the human soul.”
i'arrar , “contains” is tho magical spell by which Dr.
Tressio[SG to Gissiprcte ftll difficulties. 1lo finds tho ex-

?nd in *n tho Church Articles, in tho Book of Homilies,

Noguj t Shorter Catechism. But in order to seo how

«'“mate ,3Dr. Farrar's uso of thoso authorities, let us
835.
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take his extract from the last of them: “ The Word of
God which is contained in tho Scriptures of the Old and
New Testament is the only rule to direct us how wo may
enjoy and glorify Him.” Is it not clear that the word
“ contained ” is used here in its primary meaning 1 Did
not the writers mean that the Word of God is included or
comprehended in the Old and New Testament only, and is
not to be found elsewhere ? Would they not have been
shocked to hear a clergyman of the Church of England say
that some parts of the Bible were not the Word of God 1
If so, their use of the word “ contain” lends no countenance
to the use made of it by Dr. Farrar. And is it nota
shallow trick upon our intelligence to argue that different
persons, using the same word, necessarily mean tho same
thingi Words are the money of fools, a3 Hobbes said,
but only the counters of wise men. We must get at the
actual value of the thing which is symbolized. And the
moment wo do this, wo see that Dr. Farrar’s theory of the
Word of God is not the same as that of tho gentlemen who
drew up tho Shorter Catechism. They would indeed have
laughed at his “ contains,” and excommunicated and im-
prisoned him, and perhaps burnt him at the stake. It is
not by torturing one poor word ten thousand ways that
such wide differences can be reconciled.

Passing by this ridiculous legerdemain, let us tako Dr.
Farrar’s theory for what it is worth. Tho Bible contains
the Word of God. But how are we to find it? What
is the criterion by which we are to separate God’s word
from man's word ? Dr. Farrar bids us use “ the ordinary
means of criticism and spiritual discernment.” But such
a vague generality is nothing but verbiage. What we
want is tho criterion. Now tho nearest approach to it in all
Dr. Farrar’s pages is the following —

“Is it not a plain and'simple rule that anything in
tho Bible which teaches, or is misinterpreted to teach,
anything which is not in accordance with the love, tho
gentleness, the truthfulness of Christ’'s Gospel, is not
God’s word to us, however clearly it stands on the page

of Scripture V

This is at best a negative criterion; and, on closo
examination, it turns out to be no criterion at all. The
criterion, to be valid, must bo external to the book itself.
Dr. Farrar’s criterion is internal. He picks out ono part
of tho Biblo as tho standard for judging all the rest. This
is entirely arbitrary. Moreover, it would soon bo found
impossible in practice. Dr. Farrar’s criterion may bo
“ plain,” but it is not so “ simple,” except in the uncompli-
mentary sense of tho word. For “ Christ's Gospel,” by
which the rest of tho Biblo is to be tried, is itself
a very composite and self-contradictory thing. Further,
if all that agrees with Christ's Gospel is tho Word
of God, is it not superfluous as being a mere repe-
tition 1 Dr. Farrar would thoreforo bring tho actual,
valid Word of God within the compass of tho Four
Gospels; dismissing all tho rest, like tho Arabian Caliph
who commanded a whole library to be burnt on tho
ground that if tho books differed from the Koran they
were pernicious, and if they agreed with it thoy were use-
less. Nor is this all. Dr. Farrar admits that tho discourses
of Jesus Christ aro not reported with accuracy. Therefore,
having mado the Gospels tho criterion of tho Word of God
in the rest of tho Bible, ho would bo obligod to select
somo special passages as tho criterion of tho Word of God
in tho rest of tho Gospels. This is what Shakespeare would
call a world-without-end process.

Candidly, it seems to us that if tho Biblo is not the
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Word of God, but only contains the Word of God—that is
to say, if it is partly God’s word and partly man’s word—
the clergy of all denominations should unite in publishing
a Bible with the divine and human parts clearly specified
by being printed in different types. And surely, if the
Bible is in any sense inspired, it should be possible, by a
new and final act of inspiration, to settle this distinction
for ever.

Allowing the clergy to meditate this holy enterprise, we
proceed to consider Dr. Farrar’s theory of inspiration. Of
course he discards the old theory of verbal dictation ; in-
deed, he calls it “ irreverent,” because it attributes to God
what modern men of intelligence and good manners would
be ashamed to own. He even quarrels with the very term
inspiration as “ vague,” and says it would be “ a boon if
somo less ambiguous word could be adopted.” Four
theories, ho says, have been entertained in tho Christian
Church. The first is the mechanical theory, which implies
that the Holy Ghost dictated, and the inspired penmen
were merely his amanuenses. The second is the dynamic,
which recognises “ the indefeasible guidance of the Holy
Spirit.”  The third is that of illumination, which confines
the divine guidance to matters of faith and doctrino.
The fourth is that of general inspiration, which regards
the Holy Spirit as influencing the writers in the same
way as it influences “ other noble and holy souls.” This
fourth theory is tho one which Dr. Farrar himself affects.
Every pure and sweet influence upon the human soul, he
says, is a heavenly inspiration We owe to it “ all that
is best and greatest in philosophy, eloquence, and song.”
Haydn said of his grandest chorus in the “ Creation
“ Not from me but from above it all has come !” “ There
is inspiration ” says Dr. Farrar, “ whenever the spirit of
God makes itself heard in the heart of man.” Apparently
—for we can never be quite sure of Dr. Farrar—tho only
superiority of the Bible lies in tho fact that “ the voico
of God” speaks to us “ far moro intensely ” out of it
than out of “ any [other 1] form of human speech.”

Such a theory of inspiration is too vague and universal.
Sooner than give up inspiration altogether Dr. Farrar is
prepared to share it all round. But is not proving too much
as bad as proving too little 1 If the Bible is only inspired
—where it is inspired—in the same sense as other books
are inspired; if the difference is not ono of Kkind, but
simply of degree; then itis really idle to talk about its
inspiration any longer.

Tho word inspiration loses all its original meaning. It
becomes a poetical expression, implying nothing super-
natural, but merely the exaltation of natural powers and
faculties. God is then behind the Biblo only as God is
behind everything; and Christianity, ceasing to bo a
special revelation, becomes only a certain form of
Thoism.

This loose theory of general inspiration will doubtless
Bcrvo the present turn of tho clergy, who have to faco a
general and growing dissatisfaction with tho Bible. But
it cannot live very long in a scientific age. It will bo
found out in time, like all the Biblo theories that preceded
it. Tho first Protestant dogma was the infallibility of
Scripture. Thatwas exploded by modern science and textual
criticism. Then came the dogma of plenary inspiration,
which had a comparatively short-lived existence, as it was
only the old dogma of infallibility in disguiso. Next camo
tho dogma of illumination, which may be said to have
begun with Coleridge and ended with Maurice. Finally,
WO havo the dogma of goneral inspiration, which began
nowhoro and ends nowhere, which means anything or
nothing, and which is a sort of “ heads we win, tails you
lose ” theory in tho hands of tho clever expounders of
tho Higher Criticism.

Behind tho last, as well as
theories of inspiration stands the fatal objection of
Thomas Paine, that inspiration, to bo real, must be
personal. A man may bo sure that God speaks to him, but
how can ho be sure that God has spoken to another man 1
Ho may think it possible or probable, but ho can never
bo certain. What is revelation at first-hand, said Paine,
is only hearsay at second-hand. Rea! inspiration, there-
fore, eventuates in mysticism. Tho inner light shines,
the inner voice speaks. God holds personal communi-
cation with the individual soul. Each believer carries
what the author of lludihras calls “ the dark lanthorn of
the spirit,” which “ nono see by but those who bear it.”

G. W. FOOTE.

the first, of all these
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THE SAYINGS OF JESUS.*

There have been many important discoveries concerning
early Christianity of late years. To mention only a ffi"
of the most notable, there was The Teaching of the Tw"te
Apostles, unearthed by Bishop Bryennios at Constantinople
in 1883, which had been quoted by Clement of Alexandria
(Miscellanies, i. 20) as “ Scripture.” Then we had Tre
Revelation of Peter, and the still more important Gospel 0]
Peter, referred to by Origen and Eusebius, discovered in 3
grave in Upper Egypt in 188G—works which have run the
gauntlet of criticism, the latter having a probably earlier
and certainly less elaborate account of a crucifixion, m
which “ the Lord cried out, saying, My power, my power,
thou hast forsaken me!” Then followed tho providen‘?d
discovery of the Diatessaron of Tatian tho Syrian, a !
more dubious document, for which we are indebted to the
learning of Signor Ciasca, of tho Vatican, who, unfortu-
nately, gives it from the Arabic instead of the Syriac-
Then was recovered tho important Apology of Aristide
preserved in the history of Barlaam and Josaphat-"a
Buddhist story; and Commentaries on John and Matthe®
attributed to Origen. Tho discovery by Mrs. Lewes o
parts of a gospel at Mount Sinai, which declared that
“ Joseph begat Jesus,” was thought to be tho climax o
heterodox discovery; but how Messrs. B. P. Grenfell »BJ
A. S. Hunt, of the Egypt Exploration Fund, come forwai'(
with twenty-three boxes of papyri from Oxyrhynchus, in
cluding fragments of new sayings of Jesus, a translation o
whijeh ey bave judt given to the worlid.

A word of criticism must first be passed upon the title-

his is given as ACUTA IH20Y: Sayings of Our Lord
There is nothing about “ Our Lord ” in the fragment, and
tho words should not appear even on the cover. It
bo said, indeed, that, although the fragment is of so®3
interest and value, the same remark can hardly bo agPI'eq'
to the comments of tho editors, who show a natura
tendency to assimilate the document to tho canOIUIO
gospels. If their find had been Tho Sayings of JaberS,
ono would havo mado much fuss about it. .

The subject of date being of first importance, on t®
cite their words —

“ The document was found in a mound which
duced a great number of papyri belonging to the
three centuries of our era, those in tho immg® (i
vicinity of our fragment belonging to tho second,'n(e
third centuries. This fact, together with the evm -Jly
of the handwriting, which has a characterise
Roman aspect, fixed with certainty 300 a.d.asthe *? g
limit for the date at which the papyrus was wri D
The general probabilities of the case, tho presence o
usual contractions found in biblical MSS., and the »
that the papyrus was in book, not roll, form, lL,u
first century out of tho question, and make tho firs, uy
of tho second unlikely. The date, therefore, pr0
falls within the period 150-300 a.d.”

On this | will only hero say that those who havo the ®
knowledge of paleography are the most diffident jn™s g
ing anything like exact dates to ancient writings. *I o
too usually suppose an antiquity higher than tho evi .jy
warrants. Evidenco that tho fragment is of high anti'l »
and complete independence of tho Gospels is found i'l
document itself, which I will now briefly examine.

The first logion found on tho fragment is, “ An!
shalt thou see clearly to cast out tho mote that is 'n
brother’'s eye.” This ending clearly is tho same as #
vi. 42, and if it stood alono might havo been ascribed
Gospel source. Tho second saying runs: “ Jesus
Except ye fast to tbo world, ye shall in no wiso finil L]!
kingdom of God ; and except yo keep tho Sabbath y° ®V
not see the Father.” This has no parallel in the
and tho second clause breathes a far moro Jewish 6P ie
than the saying in Mark ii. 27, “ Tho Sabbath was ® of
for man, and not man for tho Sabbath.” Tho i«c
renouncing the world is clear in the New Testament,
that of fasting to tho world seems to bear impress o ™ t0
doctrine of non-marriago found in tho Gospel according
the Egyptians. tjf

The third logion runs: “ Jesus saith, | stood

il S _— r.i

* Logm lesou : Sayings of Our Lord. From an Early
Papyrus. Discovered and edited, with Translation »nJ ,j>
mentaiy, by Bernard 1* Grenfell, M.A., and A. S- H ~ 'nd W
With two plates. [1'ublishod for the Egypt Exploration *u
Honry Frowdo, Amen-corncr, London.
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midst of the world, and in the flesh was | seen of them;
anc* | found all men drunken, and none found | athirst
among them, and my soul grieveth over the sons of men
ecause they are blind in their heart.” This recalls the
passage of John, “ He was in the world, and the world was
made by him, and the world knew him not.” But the
question arises why, if John knew these words of Christ,
0 did not quote them verbally. That Jesus found all
men drunken must surely have been said after the miracle
a Canain Galilee. The fourth logion is undecipherable,
~aw a Greek word for “ beggary,” which is not found in
tanonical gospels.
~ Jhe fifth saying is by far the most important. It runs
WhS &aPs indicating words obliterated : “ Jesus saith,
herever there are....... and there is one........ alone 1 am
, m him* liaise the stone, and there thou shalt find me;
th™fi A WOOY an” there am It has been suggested that
“\Mu  8aP may be filled with athei, so that it may read,
' herever there are Atheists, and there is one believer
jr®8' I ani with him,” and be thus brought in a line with
t a*Jnew xviii. 20, “ For where two or three are gathered
ugether in my name, there am | in the midst of them.”
J t 1 is possible that the second blank may be filled with
iecs.s® that the blessed Savior may declare that where
®e iabut one Atheist, there he is with him.
Some critics, aware that these sayings have fully better
aims to be considered authentic than those in the Gospels,
ave already been gushing over the divine beauty and
profundity of the words | have italicized. The
uth ia, the pantheistic philosophy of the immanence of
Osame soul in all things is very early and widespread,
m found in the Hindu Upanishads. In the Bhagvat
la the man-god Krishna proclaims himself the odor of
® earth, the light of the flame, etc.
p -the Pymander of Hermes Trismegistus, which gives the
Egyptian doctrine of about the Christian era, expressly
ays it down that “ from one Soul of the universe are all
°se souls which are in the world.” “ It is his essence to
0 pregnant, or great with all things.” *“ This is he that
ji SCcret; this is he that is most manifest.” “ lam in
aven, in the earth, in the water, in the air; I am in
. creatures, in plants, in the womb, everywhere.”
»1,0r there is nothing which is not the imago of God.”
ror there is nothing dead, that either hath been, or is, or
shall be in the world. *
'»e may bo pretty suro that no actual living sano man
er said ; “ Raiso the stone, and thcro thou shalt find mo;
eave the wood, and there am I.” If such an utterance
as ever made, it was by a teacher in his symbolical and
preseritativo capacity; as a priestly personator of the
Jnn.g°(i or spirit of vegetative life mightsay, “ This bread is
B body, this wino my blood.” No sano man would use
tli  <?tterances literally, and this fragment corroborates
0 idea of a mystical gospel lying behind the so-called
storieal ones.
ac"° SIxt™ Action is: “ Jesus saith, A prophet is not
~ceptalflo in his own country, neither doth a physician
fo°tb CUrca ul)on them that know him.” Wo havo a parallel
» - -0hrst clause in Luke iv. 24. Tho second shows a strong
*h ii°* sataro 01 tho part of tho Great Physician. |
old think it was more true in his day than in this that
‘* ystcians cured only those who know them not. The
a reads : “ Jesus saith, A city built upon the top of
rpi. Sh hill, and stablished can neithor fall nor bo hid.”

tho'S13certainly ahin to Matt. v. 14, and to tho parablo of

anl man w”° built bis house upon a rock. Tho eighth

sav. n sa7'nS i3 ueurly all obliterated, but tho editors

'y : “Tho Logion appears to bo new.”

Ra .n tho general question of tho significance of these

the ns / think the safest conclusion may bo expressed in
Words of tho editors :—

THen if the. prevailing judgment of these sayings
should be that they wore preserved in Gnostic circles,
aud themselves show somo traces of tho tendencies out

wfiicb Gnosticism developed, it does not follow that
they are, therefore, inventions. And, whether free or
hot from Gnostic influences, the genuine ring of what
1Buew in this fragment, and the primitive cast of tho
whole, are all in favor of its independence of our Gospels

A In their present shape.”

Thg quotations aro taken from Dr. Kverard's translation of

°°n8uh n f h'yniander (1650; roprintod 1884); but tho student should

(trute», , French translation by M. Louis Mi'nard, and read his
Ur ‘ °rigine dee three Hernultiquet
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I surmise that the fragment is the product of the
monkish school of Therapeuts in Egypt who regarded
their mythical head as “ the Savior” I%erov. In essence it
may well be anterior to the Christian Church. The passage,
“ Except ye fast to the world, ye shall in nowise find the
kingdom of God,” seems to assimilate it to the Gospel of
the Egyptians, one of those heretical compositions which
are no longer extant, being either suppressed or allowed to
fall into oblivion. This gospel enjoyed a reputation in the
first and second centuries, for it is quoted by Clement of
Rome, said to have been the companion of Paul referred to
in Phil. iv. 3, and also by Clement of Alexandria, who, in
his Miscellanies (bk. iii., chaps. 9 and 13), quotes consider-
ably from it. It is said to have been used by the Encratites,
who followed Jesus in discarding marriage, and the Sabel-
lians, who regarded him as the one only God. Another
gospel with which this fragment may have affinity is the
Gospel of Eve, referred to by Epiphanius (Hoeres xxvi. 2).
It is to be hoped that in the other papyri, recently dis-
covered by Professor Flinders Petrie and others, there will
be found seme serving to throw further light on the Sayings
of Jesus, for these discoveries certainly tend to diminish
the idolatry of the Gospels.

J. M. W heeler.

THE STORY OF THE RESURRECTION.

( Concluded from page 458.)

Of course, the strongest proof (if we may uso that term)
that can be produced in favor of the theory of the resur-
rection is contained in the New Testament—in fact, apart
from this source, as we have endeavored to show, there is
really no trustworthy evidence at all. And the testimony
there given, be it observed, is of such a doubtful nature
that it would not bo received to-day as evidence in any
English court of law. This testimony is divided under
three heads—namely, Jesus's alleged prediction of his
resurrection, the Gospel narratives of the event, and St.
Paul’s references to it.

Christ’s prediction is to be found in Matthew xii. 39, 40,
and reads thus : “ An evil arid adulterous generation
seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign bo given to
it but the sign of tho prophet Jonas. For as Jonas was
three days arid threo nights in tho whalo’s belly, so shall
the Son of man bo three days and three nights in the heart
of tho earth.” Tho time that Christ was to remain in tho
tomb is here stated with great clearness. Quite as plainly,
however, tho Gospel accounts show that the prediction was
falsified, for, instead of being “ three days and three nights
in tho heart of tho earth,” Jesus, at the very most, was not
entombed moro than two nights and ono day. Besides,
ho was not in “ tho heart of tho oarth ” at all, butin a
sepulchre (“ hewn out of a rock,” Mark xv. 415 in Joseph’s
garden. Further, supposing the events occurred as related,
tho resurrection was no sign to tho Scribes and Pharisees,
for to them it is not stated that Christ presented himself
after he had risen. Ho only appeared to his disciples and
followers, and in such a manner that they were so sceptical
as to his appcaranco that he had to reprove them for their
unbelief; and when tho apostles were told that Christ had
left tho tomb, they believed it not, but thought it “idle
tales” (Luke xxiv. 11).

A curious feature in connection with this part of tho
subject is, that if tho words ascribed to St. Matthew bo
true, what Christ said to his friends appears to havo mado
little or no impression upon them. For instance, we read :
“ And Jesus, going up to Jerusalem, took the twelve
disciples apart in the way, and said unto them, Behold,
wo go up to Jerusalem; and tho Son of man shall bn
betrayed unto tho chief priests and unto tho scribos, and
thoy shall condemn him to death, and shall deliver him
to the Gentiles to mock, and to scourge, and to crucify
him: and the third day ho shall rise again ” (Matthew xx.
17, 18, 19). Ono may naturally suppose that the persons
to whom theso words were uttered would havo expocted
to have seen their Master alive on the third day. But
evidently thoy did not, for when they were told that ho
had risen, they did not believo it (Mark xvi. 11). When
ho appeared to his disciples in Galilee “ some doubted”
(Matthow xxviii. 17), while others supposed him to bo a
spirit (Luko xxiv. 37). Even Mary Magdalene thought
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he was the gardener (John xx. 15). The women, it
appears, who probably were the special friends of Jesus,
had no expectation that he would rise on the third day, for
we read that they brought sweet spice3 and ointments that
they might anoint his body (Mark xvi. 1; Luke xxiii. 56).
It is not reasonable that such a process would have been
contemplated by anyone who thought to see the “ risen
Jesus ” alive again in a few hours. How these incidents
can be reconciled with the allegation, in other portions of
the Gospels, that his resurrection was expected, we leave
Christians to decide.

The accounts of this event, as given in the Gospels, are
so contradictory that they are of no evidential value. The
questions which the Gospels should answer are these : Who
discovered that Christ had risen 1 At what time was the
discovery mado 1 What was seen and felt at the dis-
covery 1 And who announced that the resurrection had
occurred 1 The answers in tho New Testament are so
conflicting that the whole of them cannot be correct, and
no evidence exists to prove that even one is true.

Lot us see what the answers really amount to. Matthew
states that Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to
see the sepulchre; Mark says that Salome accompanied
the two women. Luke speaks of several women going
there, and John mentions only Mary Magdalene. Matthew
says that they went at the end of the Sabbath, as it began
to dawn; Mark says the Sabbath was past, at the rising of
the sun; but John says that Mary went there while it was
yet dark. Matthew mentions only one angel; Mark speaks
of a young man ; Luke says there were two men, who were
afterwards called angels by the women ; while John reports
two angels. Matthew says that tho angel was outside,
sitting on the stone which he had rolled from the door;
Mark says the young man was inside of the sepulchre;
Luke tells us that the two men stood by them ; but John
declares that the two angels were sitting. According to
Matthew, the two women met Jesus as they were return-
ing from the sepulchre. Mark says that he was seen first
by Mary Magdalene, but does not say how or where!
John says that Mary Magdalene saw neither Jesus nor
angels till her second visit to tho sopulchre. But Luke
will not admit that he was seen at all by her; for he says
positively that the women saw him not. but his first appcar-
anco was made to Cleopas and another, on tho road from
Jerusalem to Emmaus. Matthew says that when tho two
women saw him they held him by tho feet; John says that
Jesus would not bo touched. According to Luke, it appears
that Peter went by himself to tho sepulchre, after the angels
wero gone, into which he only stooped down, and saw tho
clothes lying; but John says that another disciple ran
with him, and they both went into tho sepulchre bofore
the angel came. Now, with all this manifest confusion
and contradiction in their several reports, which and what
are we to believe 1

It is equally uncertain where Christ first mot his
disciples after his alleged resurrection. According to
Matthew, it was by appointment at a mountain in Galileeg;
whereas Luke asserts that it was at Jerusalem, where tho
elevon were gathered together, and whence, after ho had
partaken of fish and honeycomb, Christ was carried up into
heaven. It is true, against this supposition we read that
“ flesh and blood cannot inherit tho kingdom of God”
(1 Corinthians xv. 50); and, if Matthew and Luke can be
relied on, Jesus promised not to eat and drink any more
till ho reached his Father's kingdom. Besides theso diffi-
culties, we are at a loss to know who the “ eleven gathered
at Jerusalem” were. Thomas, says St. John, was not
present; Judas had hung himself, and Matthias was not
yet chosen.

Tho testimony of St. Paul is utterly worthless as proving
tho accuracy of the story of the resurrection. As we have
already intimated, his belief in this event was based upon
faith and tradition, not upon knowledge and investigation
(Gal. i. 11, 12; 1 Cor. xv. 3). Moreover, his belief in the
then speedy end of tho world has proved to be wrong, which
shows that he was by no means to be explicitly relied upon
in his statements; while his reasoning in favor of the
doctrine, as contained in 1 Corinthians xv., is fallacious in
the extreme, opposed as it is to experience and the facts of
science. This is too self-evident to require any comment.
St. Paul says : “ Last of all ho was seen of me also, as of
one born out of due timo” (verse 8). Here, then, it is
supposed that wo are confronted with real testimony.
First, it must bo observed that the alleged seeing of Jesus

THE FREETHINKER.

July 25, 1897.

by Paul occurred in a vision. Butwhatis avisionl R ¥
of course, something seen; but the word is used in the
New Testament to convey the impression of a something,
otherwise imperceptible to human eyesight, rendered visible
by the exercise of some supernatural power or influence.
It is differentiated from a dream, in so far as the latter is
only a mental concept, or series of conceptions, engendered
in a state of semi-somnolency. To understand tho mental
character of St. Paul, it will be well to refer to the incidents
of his conversion. Outside the city of Damascus, Saul, the
persecutor, was stricken to the ground by what some writers
have termed a sun-stroke. This occurrence happened
“ about noon ” (Acts xxii. 6), as he declared to the multi-
tude after his arrest in Jerusalem, when the sun was on
the meridian, and when it is dangerous in the extreme to
travel in Oriental climes. By consulting neurological works
it will be found that singing in the ears, imaginary voices,
etc., are frequently the accompaniments of a sudden rush
of blood to the head. In nearly all such cases there aro
visions; sights are beheld and sounds heard which have no
other than an imaginary, subjective, or phantasmal reality-
This explains what is called the “ conversion of St. Paul ,
but there still remains his claim to have seen Jesus subse-
quently, “ when he was come again to Jerusalem, even
while he prayed in the temple” (ibid, verse 17). Tho
Apostle himself tells us that he “ was in a trance ” when
Jesus appeared to him. Thus, Paul’'s personal testimony,
of which so much capital has been made by apologists,13
really of no more moment than that which refers to Christ
having been seen by “ above five hundred brethren at
onco ” (1 Cor. xv. 6), but of whom, however, wo find abso-
lutely no traces whatever either in narrative or tradition.
As to his statement that Jesus was “ seen of Cephas,” if
turn to the Epistles of Peter, we find ho is silent on the
matter. Again, tho “ twclvo” is a most unsatisfactory
reference, since we have no possible means of arriving a
the knowledge of either what they saw or did not so®
Besides, it would bo interesting to learn who tho “ twelve
were, as Judas was dead, and Matthias was not choson tu
after the ascension (sec Matthew xxvii. 3, 4, 5; also Act3
i. 26); and as to the five hundred brethren, wo have **
evidence from them that they saw tho risen Jesus, but
are told that even after tho ascension tho numbor of 013
ciples was about “ a hundred and twenty.” .
Wo have now, in six articles, noticed tho principal
recorded incidents associated with the alleged crucifix*®1L
and resurrection of Christ. There is much moro to bo
said upon tho roports of these ovents, but wo have 10
further space at present to devote to tho subjects. I*1 °ur
opinion, they are simply forms of ancient myths, and bavo
no foundation in fact. Charles W atts.

HAS FREETHOUGHT DECLINED?

| DOUBT whothor Mr. William Clarke, in his lin
Review of Sixty Years of Religious Thought,” in the J 1"
Chronicle, is quito clear in his mind about tho dccli»O'&It
Atheism and Secularism among tho working classes.
tho sarao time, ono can admit that thoro may have be
such a rapid dcclino in tho acceptance of Atheism a
Secularism—1 would prefer to say Froethought--»3 |
Clarke states there has been. But such a declinem ~
not—admitting it for tho moment just for tho purpose
tho argument—and does not, mean the rise of any °
religion in the ranks of the working classes. If they b ~
as Mr. Clarke thinks, dropped tho natural relig*®1
Atheism on tho ono hand, and Secularism on tho °t“e]llly
cannot bo shown, | believe, that they have picked up m,
supernatural belief in placo of tho natural ones which
Clarke thinks they have relinquished. jjer
My own view, which, as a Freethinker, | conStjjis
entitled to precedence as against Mr. Clarke's, a1 »
subject is that the working classes do not, cxccp
unusual crises (tho most recent of which was tho Brat»®at
Free Election crisis), concern themselves seriously a f.
forms of faith either of tho natural or supernatural or
in fact, they havo not, as a rule, leisure, in Englanda »
rate, for moro than an occasional serious incurs*0* g
questions concerning religion. To paraphraso L°
Jasper Potulengro: “ When not engaged in theira® *I0
tions, they are engaged in their relaxations, an , a eQal
time to bother about religion.” Nor is this attitude GP
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to the working classes. It is quite as characteristic of tho

other classes, at least so far as the men are concerned;
although, in their case, the indifference to religious questions
Is very often cloaked under an occasional, or even regular,
attendance—as a matter of social custom or from business
"natives—at some place of worship. The working classes
are more honest in this matter than the middle classes;
while the third class approximates more closely—according
0 the late Randolph Churchill—to the working class in a
erank indifference to religion all along the line.

Indeed, Mr. Clarke, in his summary, seems to me to
wean his readers to infer that the reign of belief in the
supernatural is about extinguished in England; that Free-
nought—or, as Mr. Clarke puts it, free criticism without
nference to any authority outside human reason—is the preva-
ent mental attitude of most men who deign to give their
attention to speculative beliefs at all. Nothing from the
Atheistic or Secularist standpoint could be more sensible,
more intelligent, than this general attitude of free criticism;
whatover belieftit leads to, whatever conclusion men may
arrive at on any subject by a process of free criticism, is
necessarily a Rationalistic one. It is not so much the end
as the method employed which Freethinkers desiderate;
nrno man reaching a mental conclusion by a full use of
nis free reason can well have bigoted or bitter feelings
against any other man whose different conclusions have
yet been reached by an identical method. We cannot all
agree in our conclusions, but there may be an universal
agreement—or, at least, so many Freethinkers hold—as to
Method.

According to James Thomson, we are each one of us,
y our nature, pre-elected, as it were, to some particular
group of speculative thought, and that, therefore, pro-
elytism is absurd and never succeeds ; so, if one does
sometimes write as though to persuade others, it is not
r’m any thought that one will succeed, but from the
Promptings of ono’s nature.

Jselioving, as | do, that most Freethinkers, when prossed,
p°lu a vei7 similar view, notwithstanding their sometimes

fhusiastic propagandism, | also believe that (assuming
R; Clarke’s summaries, headlined as “ The Inner and
spiritual” and “ Tho Decline of Dogma,” to bo correct
n tho main), Freethinkers are eminently gratified at tho

suit of tho last sixty years, so far as the widespread
“cpeptanco of their mothod of thinking—i.e., of quito free

Aicism in every department of human thought and
peculation—is concerned. Truth and fact invite criti-

ti of the keenost—invite and welcomo it joyfully.

ay truth’s opposito, or its alloy, fears and hates it.

After all, tho most important matter to thoughtful

€" and women is not what this or that class thinks on
J  subject, but what the greatest men think in every
0j Unch of human thought. »Surely it is tho best intellects
t °Uraco wn° sh0ll'1 ultimately lead us; and the host

°Ught’ just as in tho case with the best art, cannot bo
mi i° a question of majorities or classes. And tho finest
the"lr i°/ our racO k;ivc always, by example, encouraged
fn i and uncontrolled exercise of our reasoning
cities ; and most of them in England have, from
Tenser, A , Herbert Spencer of to-day,
W' 0 msi® o KR RPehotvidest use of those faculties
which who really
Naieves that ho has “ got tho truth” cordially embraces,
q vy 'ufidels to truth can fear tho most thorough applica-

1°f tho freest possiblo criticism to their beliefs.

Faganus.

CURSING THE FIG-TREE.

Op aji ,

t° 100 miracles attributed to Jesus Christ this appears
thOu® , 0.Rast amiablo. Tho casting of devils into two
liber8" pifs may defended on tho ground that tho

Wb 1] 'uu of ono or two mon from a legion of dovils was
But th ° orifice of pork and tho injury to tho pig-owner.
hun c cursing of a fig-tree for not having figs to supply
of ~ r» lwhcn tho time of figs, was not yet,” seems an act

attrib nton usalevolcnco such as tho low-caste Hindoos
demoUt® t0 tHoir godlings who are half deities and half

Th
®story as narrated by Mark says .—

Pp.jJAnd on the morrow, when they were come from
lauy, he was hungry. And seeing a fig-tree afar off,
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having leaves, he came, if haply he might find anything
thereon ; and when he came to it, he found nothing but
leaves, for the time of figs was not yet. And Jesus
answered, and said unto it, ‘No man eat fruit of thee
hereafter for ever.” And his disciples heard it. Andin
the morning, as they passed by, they saw the fig-tree
dried up from the roots. And Peter, calling to remem-
brance, saith unto him, ‘Master, behold, the fig-tree
which thou cursedst is withered away.’”

Archbishop Trench, in noticing the circumstance of Jesus
being hungry, says . —

“ There is something inexpressibly affecting in the
idea, that He, who sustains the whole order of created
beings, from the feeble insect that lives but a single
day, to the immortal seraph that stands day and night
in his presence, should, for our sakes, have endured
hunger and thirst, and become familiar with want and
wretchedness. There is something deeply touching in
ahumility thus perfect and generous, in the dignity and
simplicity with which the Lord of Life ‘bore our griefs
and carried our sorrows.’”

We find neither humility nor dignity in the story, and
simplicity only comes in the sense of stupidity in expecting
figs when “ the time of figs was not yet.” There is an old-
world air in this puerile petulance of cursing a tree for not
producing fruit when the season for fruit had not arrived,
which reminds us of a child striking an inanimate object
that hurts him. If we believed in the literal truth of the
story, we should take it as evidence of insanity, for, indeed,
thero is much in the story only to be accounted for by a want
of mental balance. The appropriation of the ass and colt on
the pretence that the Lord hath need of them, the high-handed
scourging of money-changers, the threats of vengeance on
the city, and tho hell to which he consigned his opponents,
combine with this story in giving some countenance to the
views of those who said, “ He hath a devil, and is mad.”

Trench says :—

“ This miracle was, indeed, admirably calculated, not
only to strengthen the faith of the disciples, but to
awaken in their hearts a spirit of holy fear ; noris it
less calculated to produce the same effects in all to whom
the Gospel of Christ is given.”

I should think so. The being who can curse a tree for

[ not having fruit in springtime may indeed make one vessel
for honor and another for destruction. He is comparable
to Holy Willie's God —

O Thou, wha in tho Hoavens dost dwoll,
Wha, as it ploasos host thysel’,
Sends ano to Hoavon and ton to Hell,
A’ for thy glory,
And no for onio guid or ill
They’ve dono aforo thoo.

The story of God on earth cursing a tree for his own
folly, and employing his almighty power for tho purposo of
wreaking vengeance on an immediate object, is so childish
and ropugnant to common senso that one might think even
worshippers of tho Christian fetish would find satisfaction
in tho thought that it may not be truo. As Thomas Paino
wrote of tho story of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram:

All tho consolation is,
Tho Biblo tells a lie.

This consolation is not open to tho orthodox Christian ;
but it is ono which the heterodox can accept as “a moral
certainty.” Tho story is not only a ridiculous legend ; it
is ono of which wo can traco the growth. In Luko we have
no such miracle, but we have instead a parable (xiii. G-9) of
a fig-tree, which, if it bears no fruit, is to bo cut down.
This probably refers to tho Jewish Church. But miraclc-
mongcring Mark turns tho parable into an actual evont,
and says : “ In tho morning, when they passed by, thoy saw
tho fig-treo dried up by tho roots.” Matthew “ goes ono
hotter,” and says: “ Immediately [R. V.] tho fig-treo
withered away.” Tho story caught on with tho early
Christians, for thoy were expecting tho destruction of tho
world, which brought forth no fruit, thoy considered, from
God. Happily, tho man who could blast tho fig-tree did not
come in flaming fire, taking vongeance on those who knew
not God, though ho was continually cxpectod by tho first

disciples, and is, indeed, represented as predicting tho
destruction of tho world in tho lifetime of his own
generation. Uncle Ben.

For the structure that we raise
Time is with materials filled ;
Our to-days aud yesterdays
Are the.blocks with which we build.
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ACID DROPS.

Ouk only “ General ' is an enterprising showman. He
sends a message of loyal congratulation from the Salva-
tionists to the Queen. Of course Her Majesty replied
“ from Windsor Castle to ‘ General’ Booth,” and the
“ General” read it out to his Army at the Crystal Palace
amid enthusiastic cheers. Both “ General” and Sovereign
seem to know their book.

England is noted all over the world for three things—
Bibles, beer-barrels, and Salvation Army drums. “ General”
Booth boasts that he follows the llag. He also boasts that
his “ Army” is sub?entioned in some parts of the Empire.
Evidently he would like to have it subventioned every-
where.  Successful religious sects soon get the itch for
the money of the State.

The Nonconformists followed in the wake of the Church-
men and had a day at Windsor, where they presented con-
gratulatory addresses to the Queen. On both sides there
was much rejoicing over the extension of religious liberty;
indeed, it almost appeared, from the loyal effusions and the
royal replies, that religious liberty is about complete in
England. And so it is if religious liberty means liberty
among religionists. The Freethinker, however, is still a
sort of outcast. He is liable to imprisonment for “ blas-
phemy,” and is denied the common rights of property which
are enjoyed by all the religious sects. Amid all this jubila-
tion the Freethinker raises his voice, and cries: “ Thank
you for nothing!”

The Nonconformist ministers who “ deputated” at Windsor
“ had the honor ” of kissing the Queen’s hand. When they
get to heaven they may “ have the honor ” of Kissing
Jehovah's feet, for that was the part of him which was seen
by the seventy elders of Israel when they went up a certain
mountain where he was taking a holiday. Another part of
his anatomy was seen by Moses, but this is ticklish ground,
and we had better avoid it. _

Seriously, we are glad to learn the true secret of England’s
prosperity during the past sixty years. It is all explained
now, and is as clear as daylight. The Nonconformist
ministers, in their address to the Queen, reminded her that
on her accession to the throne they—or rather the bodies
they represented—had the “ privilege of approaching” her,
and on that occasion they prayed God to give her grace,
wisdom, and strength for the benefit of her people. “ We
rejoice in recognising,” they said, “ that those prayers have
been answered.” And then they went on to speak of that
sixty years of “unparalleled” progress in literature, art,
science, and commerce.

There, now ! That's perfectly plain. It clears up every-
thing. All the progress of sixty years is due to the prayers
offered up by the Nonconformist clergy in 1837. When wo
read and enjoy George Meredith and Thomas Hardy, wo
should not forget to thank the Nonconformist clergy. If
they hadn't prayed, it would have made a terrible difference
to our literature. When we admire the pictures of Leighton,
Millais, Watts, and other artists, wo ought to bless the Non-
conformist clergy.

If they hadn t prayed, British art might have sunk to the
level of a Saracen’s Head, outside a country public-house.
When we think of what we owe to the railway, the tele-
graph, the telephone, and all the wondrous applications
of scientific discovery to the industrial arts, we should
remember that our thanks for all these things are really due
to the Nonconformist clergy. They conceived the happy
idea of praving, in a wholesale way, for all these blessings
in 1837. Hence we have them and enjoy them. God bless
the Nonconformist clergy ! And may he soon translate them
from this miserable vale of tears to the beautiful land above.

Let us imagine a picture. A ship is wrecked off an iron-
bound coast. There are women and children as well as
men on board, and death stares them all in the face. But a
lifelroat, manned by gallant fellows, most of whom drink
and all swear, puts off' to their rescue. As the lifeboat leaves
a man of God stands on the beach and cries : “ Go, brave
men ! pull your hardest ! And | will remain here and pray.”
Away goes the lifeboat through the ravening waves, and
brings back safely every soul on board the doomed ship.
And then the man of God exclaims : “ | saved them all: God
answered my prayers.”—That man of God is just like the
Nonconformist clergy.

The Dean of Canterbury applied to the Corporation of
the City of London for a grant towards the restoration of
Canterbury Cathedral. The application was referred to the
Coal, Corn, and Finance Committee. This looks curious,
but we suppose it is all right. Dean Farrar doesn’'t want
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coal or corn, but the third article, finance, is more appro-
priate. That is the heading he wants to come under.

The Church Lads' Brigade, numbering about three
thousand boys, was recently reviewed in Hyde Park by the
Duke of Connaught. According to the Daily News report,
the great object of the Brigade is to “ turn out into the
world strong, true, upright, Christian men.” This is a very
pretty excuse for making the boys play at soldiers. The
real object, we take it, is to train the boys for a possible
military life; and the “ Christian” is just a little bit of
pretence to cover the actual design.

According to an interesting article in the Quarterly
Review, the Sultan of Turkey is a man of irreproachable
morals. In the early part of his reign he shrank from
allowing capital punishment to bo indicted under any
circumstances. But as soon as he began to fear for his own
life, he sent hundreds of men to acruel and lingering death.
A weak man in such a position is one of the greatest
sourges. He would annihilate the human race sooner than
suffer in his own person. Whereas a strong man like Cremr
or Cromwell, while he may take precautions, despises
assassins too much to let them dictate his policy.

The Sultan is very pious, and one of his chief counsellors
is a fanatical dervish named Aboul-Houda. He lives in the
Sultan’s palace, and they go through religious exercises
together. “ Strange stories,” the reviewer says, “ are told of
incantations and the raising of spirits.” It is the same old
story. Religious fanaticism is at the bottom of so much of
the vilest crime and cruelty in the world.

Lord Salisbury threw over the Duke of Devonshire, a
member of his own Cabinet, in order to please the Bishops
in the House of Lords. The wily Bishop of St. Asaph got
the Archbishop of Canterbury to move the rejection of *
Denbighshire Educational scheme, initiated under theWekh
Intermediate Educational Act, by a committee of the
Denbighshire County Council, framed by the Charity Com"
missioners, revised by the Education Department, and
sanctioned by the Lord President. Lord Salisbury 'midea
with the Archbishop and talked about “ piracy.”  This
means that the rejected scheme would alienate ,£2,000a ycar
from the Church. But as the endowment in question was
not left to the Church, but has been coolly appropriated by
it, the “ piracy” rather seems on tho other side. R JA
amusing to watch the anxiety of ecclesiastics when thcro is
any spoil at stake. They are all alive then.

Tho “Voluntary” school teachers have been holding ®
Conference at Birmingham, between six and seven hundred
delegates being present from all parts of the country. 'I*I®
President, Mr. C. J. Addiscot, expressed his pleasure a
knowing that, under the Education Act of 1805, abou
£1,000,000 a year would find its way to the managers o
Voluntary schools ; but the question arose, What would
done with the money 1 He ventured to say it was tn®
Voluntary school teacher who bore the “ intolerable strain»
in tho shape of ever-increasing classes and ever-dccreasmi?
salaries. A resolution was carried, after a heated dis"
cussion, to the effect that the local bodies should only Ir°’
vide tho school buildings, and that the State should pay «'j
cost of tho “ secular instruction.”  Some delegates declare
that this was a deletion of the religious instruction, win®
led Mr. Yoxall, M.P., tho secretary of tho Teachers’ Unm&>
to say: “ We are not hero as parsons’ men or priests’ men
at which there were loud cries of dissent from a now
minority, one of whom cried, “ Disgusting I” The resol
tion was carried by a very largo majority, amidst “ tuwu
tuous cheering.”

Ex-parson Diggle, who has had it pretty much his own
on the London School Board,appeals to the ratepayers toe1®
next November men who will support the policy of fi*il£
children’s minds with religious rubbish, that they may gr0
up in reverential awe of such humbugs as Diggle.

Tho Church Times, however, is dissatisfied with Digg|"
It demands that tho teaching of the Board schools shah
only be religious and Christian, as Higgle contend9
that it shall be on the basis of tho Bible, the Lord’s 1ra*
and tho Apostles’ Creed.

Bosdin T. Leech, Esq., writes from Tinaperley ., 0 f%'?
Atanchesler Guardian, printing out tho Bishop’s mi®
ments as to School Board education. Ho adds .Vjpg
his parish church, ho was compelled to listen to a. ,rlLnia0,
denunciation of Board schools by an outside clergy ct
the Vicar of Halton. It was ono tissue of inC, (j to
statements. “ Tho rosult was that tho means adop . “e
work on tho congregation seemed to mo so illriA
that | declined to contribute. One statement givc ypflrs
thrilling effect was that ‘at Birmingham, after 9I*|jj(Je>
of undenominational teaching, when the Bible was exil)ayerS
juvenile crime increased so alarmingly that the ratep
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emanded a change back to religious teaching.”” Mr. Leech
Jy.s:. | at once wrote to Birmingham, and got the police
Misties, which showed exactly the reverse of what had
een stated. From 1870 to 1873-4, while there was denomi-
aaonal teaching, juvenile crime increased from 1,085 to
'>7 cases ; while during the six years of undenomi-
ational teaching it had decreased from 1,627 to 891.” Mr.
3«ch probably agrees with Mr. Labouchere that the state-
ents of the clergy, when sifted, are seldom found trust-
worthy.

The priests have been trying to push religious education

Italy by getting ecclesiastics appointed to teach religion.

*s Project was forwarded in the Chamber by Signor

. ®®fi) who calls himself a Liberal, but who was ener-

thi t y opposed by Signo Bovio, the well-known Free-

mKer. At present, in the six thousand Italian Communes

« are throe thousand ecclesiastical teachers and twenty-

ja en thousand lay teachers. The Italian schools are secular

my-sehools, but religious instruction is given. It is not, how-

p jI obligatory. S. Gianturca, the Minister of Education,

ap 6 out when priests are employed as teachers they

not—practically speaking—amenable to punishment in
se of transgression.

”

o0J'2man Catholics about Saffron Hill, London, celebrated
ounday last the Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel.
"'Kprocession started from St. Peter’'s Church, Hatton-

”

sii en’ a® the traffic in the neighborhood had to be
anTerk’ed. the evening the public-houses were crowded,
s aS’ka  Uconfetti ” were dispersed. It was a sublime

pectaci”™ calculated to enchant one with the grandeur of
rellgion.

Wl—{LCre can “Ye no dont't as to the advance of Ritualism
thei n ljast generation. The Church Association, in

~Petition with regard to the ecclesiastical patronage of
twe Vrowni pointed out that, of our thirty-four bishops,
of were Ritualists, and not more than five Evangelicals ;
andh @B 7o Salisbury had nominated thirteen Ritualists
t0 , utthree Evangelicals, while clergymen with Romanizing
howrn!63 'vero appointed to all the richest billets. The
gali ~"Church has sunk into low water indeed, and Lord

ry is certainly not likely to give her a lift.

iny"lemeefinB of the Annual Grand Lodge of the Orange
»m j R°n, under Colonel Waring, M.P., reminds us of how
test- * i-U ot'Jer>that was boasted of as a bulwark of Pro-

UnHsmi lias become a more appenago to Conservative
Of ,G3ions. The conflict of Orange and Green in the north

you h d maies scnsiblo peoplesay : “ A plague o’ both

T
inclu?’ lundre(l dignitaries of the Pan-Anglican Church,
heon Dg I'lack and yellow and sea-green bishops, have
Thev daseml)le(l in solemn and secret synod at Lambeth.
Papn i ve kept their sittings strictly private, and the
coed'l9 lavo n°t taken much notice even of their public pro-
thUcjnkKH  Our national Parliament even would not have

d00r LreaPect if it had to carry on its dobates with closed

t°s 8 As for the'right-reverond fathers-in-God, it is safe

isth W willcn two or threo are gathered together thero
0 Devil in the midst of them.

olergC r? in* English Churchman, a party of Anglican

Quo? + vo propounded the Hcherne of “admitting the

aQc- n tn the sacred order of Priestess.” They can cite the

J@ai  Snyptians, and oven the apocryphal story of Pope

thy.!, .1“® scheme, too, is expected to receive tho en-
astic support of the New Woman.

Lamg Archbishop of Canterbury held a garden party at

have V ~on July 19. Tho ladies’ toilettes are said to
in s, Pen ravishimr. nnid fliA Turkish Ambassador was thoro

little doubt as to the extent of Christianity

Th
°U thBer?eed
In 1892 1,295,000 gallons of

rum , JO,l Coast of Africa.
imported thero.

howvNu .~ a'B have an old legend about tho cat which relates
swftfma, animal was created to keep down tho inico which
inhabit11111 &l0,Ih’'s Ark and devoured the food of the other
the catantS' .Russian peasants say that tho furry coat of
i”iuial iWe<.originally dosigned for the dog, but that nobler

'ution <c R liy growing impatient at the slow distri-

the Kdts at the Creation, and therefore going over to

Mitice tli i6 tho hopes of gettiug something better.

°f hav; On , H°p; has hated the cat, because ho suspects her
stolen his coat.

Udy *aiit reception Mdlle. Couedon the Parisian young

dieted ti,r°iTsses 1° b® inspired by the angel Gabriel, pre-
nat England would shortly lose both India and
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Gibraltar at the same time. What a Devil of a fellow
among the girls our old friend Gabriel has been. Was ho
the one who “inspired” Mary, the hair plaiter of Judea,
some 2,000 years back ?

The meteorologists of Greenwich do not endorse the old
superstition about St. Swithin’'s Day. As a matter of
recorded fact, it was found that in the year in which rain
fell on July 15 the following forty days happened to be a
trifle drier than when St. Swithin gave no rain. The old
story about the removal of the saint’s bones on the 15th, and
the disastrous deluge of rain, which indicated the good man’s
po3t-mortem resentment, has bsen totally discredited.
There is well-authenticated evidence that the removal was
effected with much pomp and ceremony, and without a drop
of rain.

Someone points out that Dunoon won't allow the Sunday
steamer to call, but at the same time it booms Sunday
coaches to Loch Eck.

This is a story they are telling of Dunoon on Sunday :
Stranger—* There seems to be a Sunday law in this town I' 1
Resident—" Yes, sir, yes ; if you want to be shaved you will
have to wait till to-morrow.” Stranger—“ Oh, | don’t want
to be shaved ; I want to get a drink I Resident—" Come
with me.”

A Scotch paper reports that in a young ladies’ school, on
the recent occurrence of a total eclipse of the sun, a still
more effectual obscurance of the sun was ordered by the
lady at the head of the house by having the blinds drawn
down so as to prevent any idle breaking of the “ Sabbath”
by amateur observation of the phenomenon. Probably this
was a unique example of “blind” obedience to the Fourth
Commandment of the Decalogue.

Christ Schlatter, recently deceased, still occupies some
attention in American papers. It seems he has left a Book
of Schlatter, which a Mr. Jarrett, with whom he stayed, is
publishing. He read his Bible, a Catholic edition, consider-
ably, and seemed to prefer the book of Daniel, which ho
expounded on many occasions. Next to Daniel, the
prophecies of Ezekiel pleased him. He said to his hostess :
“ 1 told them that the hoad of the serpent lies in London,
and that it has its coils around tho world, and that nothing
but tho Creator himself can crush it London is tho
modern Babylon, the Babylon mentioned in the Revelations.
Tho Beast is tho money power, no matter where found.
Mammon worship is in the church as well as in State and
society at large. The gold power is one combine.”

Schlatter grow violent in his talks after a while. Ho
paced the floor rapidly while pouring forth a torrent of
words in an excited manner. “ 1 will soon be away with
Father alone. He would rathor have me with the wild
beasts than with human blasts. Then the time will come
when they can spend tho millions they have taken from tho
poor and unfortunate in trying to hunt me. But they can
never find mo. | shall go whore Fathor takes me, but I
must go alone. He often told me | must go to the Soudan,
and that the 114,000 must bo taken out of Egypt. At first
I thought | had to cross the seas, but now | know different.
Egypt is on this continent, and the 144,000 are reincarnated
in the Western hemisphere.” Christ Schlatter seems, like
St. Paul, to have been born out of due time. He had
the makings of a first-class_prophet in the good old Bible
days, when inspiration and insanity were all one.

Ezekiel is not a very savory prophet, and his sixteenth
chapter is not readable in polite society. Yet, according to
Jesse Salisbury’s account of charms used in S.E. Worcester-
shire, “ the repetition of Ezekiel xvi. (iis acharm for bleeding
at tho nose, considered by many to bo infallible.”

In the case of tho Rev. Edward Henry Parry, vicar of
Dulas, who shot at a laborer named King, who claimed a
shilling from him, tho jury found that the accused was not
in a proper mental condition to plead. He was ordered to
be detained in tho prison asylum.

Ex-convict and ex-monk Widdows gets a free advertise-
ment in tho papers for his preachings at tho Church of
Martin Luther, South Hackney.

According to the Cleveland Leader (Ohio), tho Rev. James
Hoskins, described as“ a preacher of the Freethinker faith,”
has been arrested and fined in the Atalanta Police-court for
speaking disrespectfully of Jesus Christ, whom he called a
hypocrite, a liar, and a pretender._ The fine was made a
nominal one on the offender’'s promising to discontinue his
sermons; at least tho report says so, though we hope thero
is some mistake. In any case, it is evident that religious
liberty is far from being secured in the United States. You
mustn’t give your opinion there too freely of Jesus Christ
as an alleged historical character. You can say what you
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please about Confucius and Socrates, but not about the
Prophet of Nazareth.

The Church makes much fuss of the saints who were
martyred in the days of auld lang syne. We are happy to
think, for the sake of humanity, that the evidence of the
early Christian martyrdoms is quite as dubious as that of
the saints’ miracles. Indeed, it is wondrous that God, who
wrought so many miracles in their behalf, allowed them to
be martyred at all. But the ways of Providence are not as
those of men. The inspired prophets, who foresaw the
destruction of Babylon, and even predicted when the world
would end, never could tell when they would be run in
themselves. But the Church takes precious little notice of
the sinners who get martyred to-day. Uncle Tom’s Cabin
was boomed in every pulpit because it only reflected on
some slaveowners in the Southern States. But The White
Slaves of England has a different reception, for it reflects on
men of wealth and on our industrial system, to touch which
is to lay hand» on the sacred ark of the Lord.

The Rev. Mr. Beackim, the pastor of a negro church at
O’Neill City, Nebraska, having gouged out one of his eyes,
and in consequence nearly lost the sight of the other, is now
urging his flock to imitate him in complying with the Savior’'s
commands. He says the Almighty approves of men with one
eye. A man is apt to see too much with both eyes, and to
become a disbeliever.

Isaac Selby is announced to conduct an anti-infidel
crusade in Great Britain during 1897, so the end of the
world is not quite yet. He has the indispensable credential
of having been converted from Freethought, though we do
not remember his name in connection with the Freetliought

tform. He has also “ debated with all the leading

ularist lecturers in Australia,” including Joseph Symes,
W. W. Collins, and Wallace Nelson. How he fared in the
said debates is not stated. According to the announcement,
he has addressed very large audiences in Melbourne. We
doubt whether he will be quite as fortunate in the old
country.

Mr. T. C. Collings, the Smoking Parson, who had to resign
his curacy at Spitalfields for his Socialistic predilections, has
been appointed to the curacy of St. James’s, Upper EdmontoD,
to carry on a mission among working-men. He issaid to have
expressed a wish to meet an infidel in friendly debate. We
daresay he can be accommodated.

The Lancet, noticing Sir Il. Webster’'s statement that the
sanitary objections to kissing the fetish-book have been
exaggerated, says: “ The danger of infection is a matter,
not of opinion, but of fact, whether we regard tho risk as
conveyed by the book from mouth to mouth, or as a meditate
form of contagion in cases of epidemics. In the epidemic of
small-pox in Warrington some years ago a solicitor, fearing
that he might be infected by a previous witness from an
infected house, claimed to be sworn with uplifted hand, but
was refused permission by the County-Court judge, who was
ignorant that in doing so he was violating the law and
depriving the witness of his just rights.” It laments that
so few claim the privilege, owing to a dislike to bo singular
and to give trouble. This applies equally to affirmation and
swearing in the Scotch fashion. The Lancet says : “ Apart
from the question of infection, the English form of oath
stands condemned as an uncleanly mode of adjuration ; it
has also been condemned by an eminent English judge as
being wholly unintelligible to children, and, he might have
added, to many adults.”

Says the over lively Sydney Bulletin : “ At Melbourne
Criminal Court, on May 17th, a little girl of seven years
was a witness for the prosecution. Crown Prosecutor
Walsh, Q.C., straightway put to this mite the theological
question : ‘ What do you mean by taking an oath? The
mite replied : ‘ Kissing the Bible.” Then up spake Holroyd,
J. : *What is the Bible, my girl V and the poor little mite
began to cry. Again up spake the Judge: ‘Don’'t they
teach you these things in Sunday-school? And don’t they
teach you what the Bible is? And the mite cried even
more. As Bishops and Jews and Bradlaughs and lots of
other folk have not yet answered the above questions, the
putting of them to a seven-year-old girl savors of problem
plays and insanity.”

It is said that the Church Army is positively billed for
Australia, after the Lambeth Conference this year. It will
shake up the Salvationists a bit, though a palpable imitation
—merely the thing washed, shaved, and put into clean linen.

A Towers Chinaman was recently asked in court: “ What
religion are you—Christian or pagan?” To which the
guileless one responded : “ Me blow out matchee.” He was
sworn immediately. Another gave his occupation thusly :
‘r‘]Me swear aud chop wood.” And they say the Chow has no

umor.
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A bitter t'othersider, per medium of a godless Westrahan
paper, proposes that a law be passed “to do without God
for six months, and appoint John Forrest to the post.” But,
then, they've done it already—to a great extent, at least,
The true Westralian really doesn’t know for certain which is
God and which is John Forrest.—Sydney Bulletin.

North Maoriland saintdom smells badly just now. A
solid-looking financier, who is alleged to have got away
with some thousands, and is now in gaol awaiting trial, was a

shining light in the sinner-saving business, and led tho
choir regularly. Itisnot known whether there were women
in the case. A young shopkeeper who has levanted was a

Sunday-school teacher, and has left more than one female
teacher with a heavy burden to bear. Not long ago two
churchwardens successively occupied a pew in the same
church, and got clear away with some thousands apiece. Soon
afterwards the Presbyterians lost a shining legal light by a
self-inflicted pistol shot—he had embezzled a little fortune.
Only the goody-goody get the chance to do such things.—
Sydney Bulletin.

It is said that the Roman Catholic hierarchy in England
is going to be increased by a new Archbishop, and that the
distinction will fall on the See of Liverpool.

Brann says : “ Rev. Pearl Romine, erstwhile pastor of the
First Baptist church of Jennings, Oklahoma, is not what
might be called a pearl of great price; at least not at
present, members of his congregation having presented him
with an elegant coat of tar and feathers for trifling wd*1
the Seventh Commandment. Thus one by one does a
wicked and perverse generation invade the prescription
rights and time-honored prerogatives of the apostles ot
emotional religion.”

Douglas Green, a New York Stock Exchange man, left hi3
wife and fled to Europe with Mrs. Alico Snell McCrea, a
divorced woman. All the parties were rich, so the matter
was made much of in the newspapers. Tho curious part 0*
the performance was that Mrs. McCrea insisted upon being
married by a minister to Green before she would go i0
Europe with him. Evidently, in her opinion, it was n°"
wrong for her to take her lover away from his legal wij@>
but it would have been wrong to live with him unless tn
colored minister who married them said she might. / 'm
purely religious conscience is an interesting thing to study-

The Pope is reported as having said to tho American
Catholic, Mr. Bourke Cochran: “1 would gladly take
my bosom the whole world and cmbraco it in the hoy
Catholic faith, not for any benefit it could do mo personally;
but to advance the welfare of the men in this world;
Thanks very much. Those who know what tho papal cm
brace of the world meant would rather not.

Mr. Bourke Cochran, without the slightest fear of an i®
dictment for blasphemy, compares Joachimo Pecci to JeS ,
Christ. He says: “After the mass, as ho knelt down an
prayed at the priedieu at the right of the altar, his ta

Garden of Gethsemane on the eve of the Passion. .
indeed easy to imagine that the slight figure in wbj >
almost prostrate over tho back of the priedieu, was s°b .jy
over the sins of the world and asking God to be mere»
in His judgment of sinners.”

John Wanamakcr, tho millionaire merchant, was
Chicago a few weeks ago, and spoke with “ Commando
Ballington Booth. John said “ there was no remedy for t ,
hard times but the Gospel of Christ.” What is the Go3?
of Christ according to tho record? *“ Sell all that tj
hast and give it to the poor,” said Jesus. When John u
that there will be a wave of prosperity for a few ot

r ; but John is not that kind of a Christian, The t:rt-
sork World proved a few years ago that he kept his
making girls at work on starvation prices. “ O y® byi
crites,” said Jesus.—Freethought Magazine.

Thieves broke into St. John’s Church, Hoywood, the otlj® _
night, and not only rifled the alms-box, but regaled t® j
selves with the sacramental wine. They got clear awayj
are still “wanted”; but we shudder to think of their & -je
condition with all that quantity of the blood of Christin
them. Perhaps they have died of hyperemia.

“ Father” Ignatius, in a letter to the HumanityO
League, says that from a Christian and humane s
point” he should shudder to be in the company of a j,is
sector. This is creditable to his feelings, but not
knowledge of the Bible. There is something very aifi Q>

the way that Christians find a sanction for_ai }gOOi
things in their own religion, often after tho sald ..
things have been promoted and made popular by
believers
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TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Mr. Charles Watts's Lecturing Engagements.—August 8,
tailaworth; 15, New Brompton. October 3, Sheffield ; 10,
Birmingham. November 7, Glasgow.—All communications for
Mr. Watts should be sent to him (if a reply is required, a
stamped and addressed envelope must be enclosed) at 81 Effra-
road, Brixton, London, S.W.

®00RMAL"-—Thanks for copies of your letters to Sir Charles
Warren and the Clerk of the Gillingham Council. See “ Sugar

N lawler.—Very likely, as you say, the time will come when
Christians will claim that they gave us Sunday bands in the
parks. We believe the bye-laws prohibit the sale of papers in
the parks—those under the County Council as well as those
under the Government. With respect to a list of newsagents
who sell the Freethinker, the difficulty is in making it up.
*Roberts.—We know nothing of the anti-infidel crusader, Isaac
belby, who is said to be visiting Great Britain from Australia,
mtie ought to have como in timo to figuro in the Jubilee pro-
cession.

Bain.—Tho information you seek lies scattered in many
nooks. Some references will bo found in Mr. Foote's pamphlet
entitled Will Christ Save Us? Mrs. Beecher Stowe's Key to
cfficie Tom's Cabin gives a great number of resolutions in favor
°1 slavery passed by American Churches. We do not think this
volume 'a now in print, but it can somotimos bo met with
second-hand.
mJacob.—We saw tho statement in tho London Echo, but we
nave since heard that it was the “ Angel” at Victoria, not at

g photon, which recently sold for £180,000.

“ hLis— Always glad to receive usoful cuttings.

B— Will try to find room.

Bickardson, 69 Chalk Farm-road, Kentish Town, N.W .,
hanks all who were kind enough to send him literature for
'stribution, and will be glad to roceivo more for the same
Purpose.

V °°T BS Lecture Scheme.—J. H. Bain, Is.; M. Christopher,

Per 11. Forder T. T., Is.; J. G. Findlay, 10s.; R,
Allen, 4s.
swegian.—A most absurd series of statements, displaying

jj Aracteristic inaccuracy. No such discussion took place at the

intL  Lonferonco. Mr. Foote abides by the policy indicated
the Presidential Notes written after his re-election. llo is
Perfectly indifferent to outside and ignorant opinion. Tho

reethought party is tho only one ho has or cares to reckon
a th. Slandering him may be an oasy moans of notoriety—for
ad*6! while, but ho is not foolish enough to heighten the
vertisomont. A leader of an unpopular and outlawed party
ust expect insults. Of course it requiros patience to bear
'em, but that lesson is loarnt onco for all during a year’s im-
Praonmont for Freothought. When you have waited twolvo

Ward*18 ~°r a door bo °Pon’ y°u can wa't for most things aftor-

'l? BADCHAMi>—Thoro is always a slackness during the summor.
dayg cannoi ho oxpocted to fill Iccturo halls during tho dog
J p
ia 'EsiIFIBLD*—" r* ®00"0 may reprint his articles on Dean
ft rrae’s book, but not without rovision, and possibly much
IB Plication.
j, aElby.—Bottor mako it positive rather than contingent.
tw JAR,—Y °ur promise noted with thanks. The namos of your
O{Fionds will bo wolcomo.
i bhks.—Chcquo roceived. Yours is a prompt response.
Trii 8 also for your good wishoi for tho prosperity of tho
j furor’s scheme. Tho wholo party will bo to blame if it fails.
Trn 0B80>i sends 10s. as his first annual subscription under tho
re asutor’'s schemo, and hopos tho N. S. S. will got all that it
pA IrOH 7or its fight for human liberty.
ThnS Deceived.—Capo Argus—Crescent—Glasgow Evoning
Ur«0S~'N°w York Public Opinion—Isle of Man Timos—I'ro-
(b, aivc Thinkor—Two Worlds—Sydnoy Bulletin—Watford
jfOo 6rver—Bolton Timos—Humanity—Chatham and Rochester
(jo 6 L’'Etoile Socialisto—Daylight—Watford Loader—Open
Proidenkor — Secular Thought — Liborator — Poople’s
Libori'a®Qr—Modern Collector—World’'s Advance Thought—
It boin
*vran~C ntrary 1)0 I>oat-°ffico regulations to announco on tho
tbO0 o°r when the subscription is duo, subscribers will receive
expjream”or in a colored wrappor when their subscription

TuorH ~ OTIOEa must roach 28 Stonocutter-stroot by first post
PaiEND fty eor they will not bo insertod.

tUarkf w!?° Bnd us nowspapors would enhanco the favor by
TitE 6a0 passagos to which they wish to call our attention.

London100?1 ®ocular Society’s offico is at No. 377 Strand,
Or0e " ler0 lottors should bo addressed to Miss Vanco.

e«ttnr Ltoraturo should bo sent to Mr. R. Fordor, 28 Stonc-
The 2 r~oot, E.O.

w*ii h° forwardod, diroct from tho publishing

u i ' at) the following rates, prepaid:—Ono Yoar,

L®Tter f * | ~oari 6s. 3d. j Throe Months, 2s. 8d.
Stori® A~ Lditor of tho Freethinker should be addrossod to
S°alb 0 bber-8t¥°eb, London, E.O.

Coedim. Auvehtisemknts.—Thirty words, Is. 6d.j every suc-
le. gj , y°" words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:—Ono inch,

for repeti* 1column> .G column, £2 5s. Special terms

TEE FREETHINKER

473

SPECIAL.

Tiie Treasurer’s Scheme.

In last week’s Freethinker | explained at considerable length
the scheme of financial reconstruction put forward by Mr.
Hartmann, the National Secular Society’s treasurer, who
proposes to raise (if possible) an income of £1,500 a year
by means of definite annual subscriptions from members
and friends. What is now wanted is a list of names and
addresses of persons who will promise to subscribe any sum
during the present year, from five shillings up to a hundred
pounds. Mr. Hartmann himself opens with a promise of
£50 for the first year.

This week’s Freethinker is practically made up on Tuesday,
so there have been but a fow days for tho receipt of replies
to last week’s appeal. Mr. Munns, the Margate veteran,
promises £5, and the veteran James Fulton, of Greenock,
another £5. Mr. W. H. Harrap, £1; Mr. W. Davey, 5s,;
J. G. Dobson, 10s.; John Hughes, £1 Is.; F. Oscar, 5s.; It
Axelby, 5s.

During tho next few days it is to be hoped that every
Secularist will give this matter his serious consideration.
Here is an opportunity for the party to “ run” itself, as
the Americans say; and I, who am accused of despotic
designs, give it all possible support. | appeal to the
Secular party to make a special effort for its own sake.
Never before have we had a treasurer who has taken such
an intelligent interest as Mr. Hartmann in the Society’s
affairs. All the money received will pass through his
hands. | shall be happy to wash my own hands of all
financial responsibility. And | conclude by saying that
tho party ought to have done something of this kind long
ago. G. W. FOOTE.

SUGAR PLUMS.

Mr. C. Cohen lectures again at the Athemeum Hall, 73
Tottenham Court-road, this evening (July 25), his subject
being “ Scepticism : Its Meaning and Value.”

A “ Moral Instruction School Board Election Conference ”
was held on Monday evening in the Board Boom of tho
Holborn Town Hall. Delegates were present representing
the Ethical Union, the National Secular Society, the London
Trades Council, tho Fabian Society, several branches of tho
Social Democratic Federation, the Battersea Labor League,
and other advanced bodies in the metropolis. Mr. Frederic
Harrison, who presided, delivered a very interesting speech
in which he denounced tho Compromise of 1871 as absurd
and unjust, and denied that the Bible, with its irrational
and inhuman elements, could be a proper text-book of
morality in our public schools. Dr. Stanton Coit moved
that the general policy expressed in tho resolutions put
forward by the Ethical Union should bo made the basis of
election work in each metropolitan division. He did not
think it possible to put special candidates in the field at
present, and therefore the work during tho forthcoming
School Board elections would have to be of a propagandist
character. Mr. Foote said that the idea was a good one, of
substituting natural moral instruction for supernatural
religious teaching, if there wore any feasibility about it;
but that could only be decided by experiment, and it would
be worth while to give tho project an opportunity. The
resolution was carried.

It was decided that an Executive Committeo should bo
appointed to draw up a Manifesto to issue literature, collect
funds, and appoint local committees. Unfortunately, a long
and warm discussion took place on a technicality, which
might easily have been ended in a few minutes by a littlo
more tact; and it was ultimately decided that the Con-
ference should adjourn for (say) ten days, with a view to
seeing what other resolutions might bo necessary. Tho
Executive Committee will be appointed at the next meeting.

When that meeting takes place it is to be hoped that tho
delegates will keep to business, and not make propagandist
speeches. Thoy do notassemble to convert each other, but
to decide plans of action on a common agreement. What is
to be done, and how to do it, are the only questions at issue.
All discussion beyond that only leads to discord and division.

In our advertisement columns will bo found an appeal for
the promotion of a Bazaar to raise funds to extend the
accommodation at tho Failsworth Secular Sunday-school.
The objtct is a worthy one, and we hope it will meet with a
good response.
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For several years past the Secularists at New Brompton
have held open-air meetings on the recreation-ground called
Chatham Lines, and these meetings have always been very
orderly, with the exception of a recent one, which was dis-
turbed by a few foolish Christians, whose conduct is uni-
versally condemned. On Thursday evening, July 15, when
Mr. Cohen went there to lecture, the Secularists were in-
formed by Sergt.-Major Cox that Sir Charles Warren had
ordered that the meeting should not be held. Mr. Boorman,
the secretary of the local N.S.S. Branch, has written a
courteous letter to Sir Charles Warren, pointing out that
permission is given to other bodies to hold meetings on the
ground, and asking that the Secularists, who are also citizens,
shall not be excluded. Sir Charles Warren is known to be
a very fervent Christian, and his name i3 associated in
London with “ Bloody Sunday ”; but we hope he will rise
superior to the bigotry of denying Secularists the common
rights of free speech.

The Liverpool Branch has arranged for a course of lectures
by Mr. J. M. Robertson, two on each Sunday, from September
12 to October 3, inclusive. The subjects are attractive, and
as the hall in which the lectures are to be delivered is of
limited size, it is advisable that friends should obtain course
tickets, which are being sold at three shillings, and can be
had from Mr. J. Roberts, 99 Saxony-road.

The friends of Dr. Moncure D. Conway and Mrs. Conway
will be pleased to hear that Mrs. Conway has been much
benefitted by her voyage. Mr. Conway’s place has been
taken, until September, by Mr. Washington Sullivan, a con-
vert from Catholicism ; butitisdoubtful if the arrangement
will be permanent.

Mr. R. P. Edwards, 2 Leohead-road, W., a member of the
West London Branch, who has frequently lectured with
acceptance for his own Branch in Hyde Park, is willing to
offer his services to other societies. We have not had the
pleasure of hearing Mr. Edwards, but we hope soon to
receive the report of those who have given him a trial.

The New York Sun tells how Boston Common is being
secularized on Sunday. Formerly permits were only given
for religious services. Now the man or society that wants
to advocate the single-tax theory has just as good a chance
to exhort as the one w=>0 preaches from a Bible text and
urges his hearers to embrace religion. In fact, the Sunday
afternoon stroller through this forum can hear preached all
shades of religious and political views.

New York is straining to remove the hub of the universe
from Boston into its own State. A school is to be founded
near New York to be known as the School of Ethics and
Psychology. A leading object is the teaching of Buddhism.
The teachers will, unlike the missionaries of the Christian
faith, take the vows of poverty, and never teach or preach
for money. They have secured theservices of Mr. Il. Dharrna-
pala, formerly of Coylon, who was a delegate to the Parlia-
ment of Religions, representing the religion of Buddha. The
Executive Council is composed of Dr. Jean du Buy, Secre-
tary; Dr. Alfred Walton, Treasurer; Mrs. Elizabeth Matthews,
Prof. Edward A. Spring, Countess M. de Canovarro, and
Myron W. Phelps, with a large membership of earnest,
thinking people, who, not in harmony with dogmatic
theology, are willing to spend their time and money in
searching out the truth.

Secular 'Thought, of Toronto, July 10, reprints Mr. J. M.
Wheeler's article on “ The Resurrection Mystery.” It also has
a notice of the death of Daniel Baker.

The Open Court, of Chicago, gives as a frontispiece to its
July number a portrait of the German Freethinker,
Gotthold Ephraim Lessing. There is also an article on the
llev. J. M. Goeze and Lessing, giving an account of the con-
troversy betweeu the popular man of God and the poor
littérateur. In Lessing’s time Goeze was a famous pastor,
who, as far as applause went, had all the beat of it. Now
ho is almost forgotten, and the advocacy of the old
traditional belief is becoming a laughing stock to the edu-
cated world. Professor Cornill begins an important series
of papers on “ The History of the People of Israel,” and

there is a well-illustrated article on *“ Eschatology in
Christian Art,” which helps to show the terrible
character of Christian belief when it was living and

growing. _

Our readers will remember that when the Glasgow Sun-
day pleasure-steamer, Victoria, first went down the Clyde
to Dunoon she landed her passengers on the pier, where
they were kept prisoners until they broke a window in the
gate-keeper’'s house and crawled through. To prevent a
repetition of the “ scandalous scene on the Sabbath,” caused
solely by the pietists, the Dunoon Commissioners built great
gates of wood to prevent landing at the pier-head.
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But they reckoned without Graeme Hunter and his host
from Glasgow, who last Sunday stormed the pier and smashed
the brand-new gates to smithereens. The townspeople were
on the side of the invaders, and they received them with ex-
travagant signs of delight, such as the beleaguered of Derry
manifested towards Captain Kirke's men. The stout Argyll-
shire police were swept away like driftwood before a tidal
wave, and a bloodless victory was scored for the Glaswegians.

|The Burgh Commissioners should now appoint a specialday
of fasting and humiliation.

“ Athens” contributes a good letter to the Grimsby News
on the influence of Christianity on the world. Itis pleasant
to see newspapers giving both sides a fair hearing.

A first instalment of the correspondence b tween Renan
and Berthelot, the great chemist, appears in rho Revue de
Paris. “ It is as clear as daylight to me,” says Renan in one
of these letters, “ that Christianity is dead, quite dead, and
that no good can be done with it.” Intellectual depression
might for a time throw the masses back towards the old
faith. “But,” says Renan, “ if | saw the whole world comO
back to Christianity, I would not believe in its vitality-
The more | learn the better | can descry the elements of a
new religion.”

Ingersoll's grand lecture on Shakespeare, one of his very
finest efforts, is now reprinted on this side of the Atlantic,
and is on sale at Mr. Border’s. The Colonel is a close student
of Shakespeare, and is never tired of reading his immortal
dramas. His criticism is done lovingly, and with a poetic
enthusiasm which befits the lofty subject. Every admirer
of Ingersoll, who is also a reader of Shakespeare, will hasten
to obtain a copy of this beautiful discourse.

SIXTY-EIGHT YEARS OF A SCOTCHMAN AND
FREETHOUGHT.

My mother dying in childbed when | was four years of
age, my father sent me to live with his parents in Glasgow-
My grandfather had a lot of books, and read much ; “W
grandmother said that ho was dcistical. My grandmother
was a strong Christian of a Presbyterian sect— 1 think
called the “ Auld Lights.” | attonded church with her.
and also Sunday-school. She taught me to read, and ere

was eight years of ago she used to take mo with her, whOn
she went to take tea with a friend, that 1 might read a
chapter out of tho Biblo ere thoy took tea—a common
custom of religious fakirs of tho time. | suspect sho was
proud of this (and me), for she sent mo to school when

was about eight years for tho purpose, sho said, that *
might learn tho new pronunciation of words—*“ might

and “ light,” instoad of “ micht” and “ licht,” .as she pr®
nounced them; and | was put at once into tho “ Biblo an

Collection Class "—a proof of the attention sho had gh\3
me. Here | remained for nino months. ,

My father, having married again, took me to Dundoo
live with him. Before I loft my grandmother | had strong
doubts of tho eternity of damnation. | could not rcconcl
it with either humanity or justico; but I dared not ment-10
this to her, nor did it occur to mo that anyone but tfy®6,
had such doubts. At that time hell, with all its pain.6
horrors, was oponly and eloguently preached from pulpy '
and the more eloquently and terrifically it was treated,
more tho preacher was praised.

I loved my grandmother, though | doubted some of
fierco beliefs. Ono Sunday wo wero walking m
country, and | began to whistle. Sho said : “ GeorgQ)
munna whistle on tho Sabbath.” | dosisted, but reason
thus : If | put my lips in a certain form and blow thro e
them, there comes a whistle ; if | put them in another
there is no whistle—where is the good or evil ? This
but infant logic ; but tho mind was of an inquiring 0L
preparing to reason on what it was told.

My grandfather died when | was ten to eleven year
age, and several chests full of books camo to my father. t
My stopmother was a Wesleyan, though not a ® j

e ; but she caused me and her son by her first bus
to attend a Wesleyan chapel. don:

My father called himself an “ Independent,’ but I W|th
remember his gofhg to cRurch. On Sundays ho was
his books, or teaching mo arithmetic. He wrote ou N
multiplication table large, and posted it on tho win
shutter so that | could see it at a glance.

| helped to empty the chests of my grandfathers }

, er

N

. Of

0s,



July 25, 1897.

and came on a lot of weekly numbers of a serial—-called, I
...».the Universalist. There was a motto on each number,
“As in Adam all die, so in Christ shall all be made
alive”  These were my sentiments. | read these numbers,
and | was glad to find that there were others who didn’t

‘eve in the eternity of hell. This gave me great conso-
lation, and nerved me to think on.

At this period, till 1 was about fourteen or fifteen, | was
a praying Christian. Many a night did | fall asleep on
knees in bed saying my prayers. Other fellows went
0”™n on their knees on the floor, with their elbows on a
chair, after they had partly stripped. | never could see
anything in the particular position; and especially in
Winter time I found it more comfortable to get into bed
rA with my face on the pillow. And I can, after all those
Joars, still recommend this as the most comfortable position
jor jjhose who still pray. My prayers were always original,
thought it more respectful to God to pour out my
oughts in my own language than in those poetical
Ittes sych as “ This night | lay me down to sleep.” But
soon began to get ashamed of my prayers. | sometimes
a uught myself impudent in asking God for this or that,
t?. 1 could instruct him or remind him, which made me
Ink | was too egotistical. | had better live a good life
W) not trouble him. One fine summer evening | saw
. ousands of very minute flies fill the air near me. |
at them swaying too and fro, and | thought:
Now, were all these worshipping, or praying to, me,
th" i ~~ink any more of them for it? No; | would
j. . them foolish. Far better that they should enjoy
teir lives, and not mind me.” And as | thought that
°se flies an(j j were much more a likeness of each other
an was | to tho Creator of the universe, my praying
pacity decreased as my thinking capacity enlarged.
n. “'3 took place about the time that Robert Owen had
gitated thinkers by his Essays on the Formation of Cha-
s €- These were condemned by religious folks—the
) . aternity who later condemned the works of Charles
P nwlu-  But tho principles enunciated by Owon and
(0 'MIn now rule the world, and even thoso who still con-
cut 1 DrinciPlcs  ~wen act on them, apparently with-
for knowi"g ik Owen said that tho human character is
t)al0™ N the organization received at birth, acted on by
us .,circurastances in which it is placed during lifo. And
to h °C~8rc *lirust upon him, philosophically ho was not
j O praised or blamed for his actions.
was rC™ those essays, and they wero so convincing that
cpund to accept their conclusions. Branches we
Edi T seveml large towns, notably in Glasgow and
amj 1JUgh, whore lectures were given on Sunday mornings
afte Cvcnings— | speak now only of Scotland. Discussion
lute m I°ctures was always allowed, and it was very
Off refting- Opponents often took a very absurd view of
iu JM-8[lectrine of “ none praise and blame.” | remember
t0a .V'curgh an opponent stood up on the cushioned seat
atto® iver his speech. This was not allowed, and when an
blam nt as'cc™ him to como down he replied : “ Ob, don’t
repli°ime’ ”~ ca,inot holp it.” To which tho attendant
gett’ “0h>1 am not blaming you; and | cannot help
~,ng you down off tho seat, which is not allowed.”
calityy yeans ago “ revival meetings” wero common in
fOr j/i'y places after harvest. Young folks attended them
inr;1 8around. Burns givc3 a truthful account of them
tiplly,y F aiiair.” T~ sermons wore ot..Ine.most. tero-
havo kin{ the horrors of hell forming a dominant part. |
in» &e?ll y°ung women brought out of tho churchos faint-
" nd laid on the ¢round to recover.
vép® lar™ er north you wont in Scotland, where there
v villages, tho moro religious—that is, superstitious
I tyus P°°Plo woro, and tho moro usoless in time of noed.
inn, rV1 Eling'vall, a good way north, lodging at a small
«@rt e captain of a vessel further north arrived in a
and Ory ill, on ki3 way south to a doctor. He stopped,
Wonijj't lut to BX). Tho natives wero afraid of him,
did all 8° ncar bim, wouldn’t sit up with him. |
hi n'ght, and during tho time had writton a letter at
a relativo. Ho died next day, and it was
they yf my vémmombering tho address that 1 wroto that
'vould fCa”° to com,nunicato with his friends. Nothing
h'8deadv,'*"hcrn, however, from holding a Wake over
the g00( ?.y next night, and | went to bed, as | didn’tsco
it jga ~ho same custom exists in Ireland, and there
night of whisky-drinking, song singing, carousing,

”

THE FREETHINKER.

475

and wild debauchery. Again a land of superstition. A
quick-witted, superior people, were they not led, and their
characters formed, by the teachings of their priests, who
are held sacred by the people.

During the last sixty years | havo had opportunities of
observing the superstition of many lands; in our Great
Britain and Ireland, in continental countries, and in Turkey.
The superstitions vary, but tho effect is the same on all
peoples—a lessening of the power of man to understand
nature and render it more beneficial, and an intense fero-
city in all to injure those who are not of their particular
religious fad.

The more religious man is, the more dirty he is. In
Rome during the reign of the Popes, you could not study
the magnificent ruins of the old Pagans without risking
tramping in human filth. Since the government has been
in secular hands all that has been swept away, and in tho
small towns of Italy men go round picking up human
nastiness with small shovels, and carry it away in hampers
on their backs. Your religious man thinks disease is a
visitation from God ; the secular man thinks most of it is
caused by bad water, bad smells, and inferiorly-ventilated
houses, overcrowding, and starvation.

The secular man improves inferior conditions, prevents
overcrowding, makes proper drains, builds more wholesome
houses, ventilates them to get better air into them. The
religious man falls down on his knees and prays.

When an epidemic attacks a community, religious mon
flock to church, walk there in procession, perhaps carry
lighted candles in broad daylight, sing and chant and pray.
The secular man looks to nature for the cause, removes
it, and the epidemic slackens and ceases. When Lord
Palmerston received a Scottish deputation, asking him to
appoint a day of humiliation and prayer to assuage the
cholera, lie told them to go home and clean and limewash
their houses—a purely secular advice.

I have said that | gave up the eternity of hell doctrine;
but, as | read and thought, | had to give up its very exist-
ence. | could find no place for it. It was all very well
for our ignorant ancestors, who thought tho world flat, to
believe what they were told, that hell was down below and
heaven was up above; but to us, who know that the world
is a globe, turning round at such a rate that what is up at
noon is down at midnight, there remains no up nor down.
There is only space without limit, for that which would
limit must itself stand in space. And as our most powerful
telescopes tell us of nothing but stars, stars, stars, | had to
abandon hell as a myth.

| had given up praying, but not reading. Tho few
books | had I had to buy. Among them were Ferguson’s
Astronomical Lectures, Dick’s Sideral Heavens, Combe’s Con-
stitution of Man, D'Holbach’s System of Nature, The Vestiges
of Creation, some books of poems, travels, and an occasional
novel. As | never attended church nor prayer-meetings, |
had a great advantage over religious folk.

I had the whole jSunday for my recreation and mental
advancement. | had also a much greater advantage. The
books | road wero ever consistent with themselves; they
didn’t contradict nature’s facts, and they spoke on matters
which could bo submitted to proof—all which gives a
sound foundation to tho mind to build upon ; whereas tho
young mind that listens to roligious dogmas hears of state-
ments that are often contradictory, and of things that
cannot bo submitted to proof. So the mind gets confused,
and becomes subject to every wave of doctrine. Nothing
is too absurd but it can bo swallowed by ono or tho other;
hence tho numerous creeds that havo divided mankind.

It may be asked why | did not give up heaven by tho

reasonings on which 1 gave up hell. Well, | at once
confess 1 was here illogical. But | stuck to a God and a
heaven for a year or two after | abandoned hell— I suppose

because there was something more loveablo about it; and
the effect of oarly training must be considered. Although
I was a Materialist for years boforo I came to England, and
saw nothing moro holy on ono day than anothor, 1
remember, when first | heard a band of music on board a
steamboat on a sunny Sunday morn at Hampton Court,
it gave mo a momentary twinge, which in a second reacted
into gladness, thinking how happy must be the pooplo of
morrie England in comparison with thoso who suffered tho
dolorous Sundays of my youth in Scotland.
G, Andkkson.
{To he concluded.)
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NEEDS EXPLANATION.

[“ Bishop Goe is only one of the ten thousand observers who
sadly proclaim that never was Mammon more powerful. Virtue

has increased in the land; has tills particular evil diminished ?

Some day Bishop Goo may offer the explanation” (Melbourne
Argus). But “ some day” is an uncertain date, ar,d meanwhile
the world is most anxious to hoar further on this subject from the
one person who carries the key to the mystery in the pockot of his
episcopal apron.]

G ood Bishop Goe, explain
Why happens it that Mammon
Controls this world of gammon,
Since virtue ought to reign ;
Good Bishop Goe, explain.

Each Sabbath-day each priest
Condemns our love of money;
And yet—how sadly funny '—

The Church has not decreased

This evil in the least.

The vulgar greed for gold
To me seems quite surprising ;
For in your sermonizing

The creed that you uphold

Is just the Word of old.

You cry aloud in prayer
For God to make us “ humble.”
A faint “ Amen” we mumble ;
But dooce a bit we care,
As far as I'm aware.

Fat wages you receive,
Besides your private income,
And reckon it “ fair dinkurn,”
While many who believe
Must starve, unless they thieve.

Pale curates on your mat,
Obsequious as waiters,
Pay homage to your gaiters ;
They carry you your hat,
And vanities like that.

And you would frown and snort,
Although you be so holy.
Were they less meek and lowly.
Ilis Nil» at Bishopscourt
Is—well, not quite their sort.

The same respect for rank

Is common in the city,

Where bosses—more’s the pity—
Look down upon a “crank ”
Who's never robbed a bank.

A prelate, or a lord,

Or any person toney,

Thinks Virtue, which is “ stony,’
Can very well afford
To bo its own reward.

Though millionaires regard
Our wants without a shudder,
Their milch-cows have no udder
Wheroat a struggling bard
Can take a pull. It's 'ard.

Good Bishop Goe, explain

To us, this Easter season,

Why Mammon sways our reason.
Though Virtue ought to reign,
Good Bishop Goo explain.

—Sydney Bulletin. Fitz-Sinnah.

A Great Marvel.

That zealous Churchman, the Rev. Canon Venables, of the
Church of England (in tho article “Episcopacy,” Ency-
clopedia Britannica), says : “ An almost impenetrable cloud
hangs over the closing years of the first and second century.
...... liow is this momentous change, without a counterpart
in history, to be accounted for?...... The more we look into
tho circumstances, tho more the marvel grows.”

If tho good Canon had_examined what pretends to be an
earlier history of those times, he would have found nothing
but forged records, made by whom no one can know. The
hiatus was accidentally left. Wait patiently a few years
longer, and tho Vatican Library, or a secret closet in some
old monastery, will supply the coveted knowledge, just as
almost the entire ecclesiastical literature has been found
when it was most wanted. To point out any defect in
Church history, and the “ Almighty powers,” of which the
Pope at Rome is the head, will supply the defect, as the
“ lamented” Joseph Smith had a new revelation whenever
such a need was suggested to him by his apostles.
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BOOK ;CHAT.

No one could be better entitled to give his Mature
Thought on Christianity (Watts and Co.; 6d.) than Pro-
fessor Francis William Newman, who is now in his
ninety-third year. One does not expect at that age anV
thing; like virile antagonism. In his Phases of Faith,
Religion not History, What is Christianity without Christ i
Christianity in its Cradle, and L ife after Death, Professor New-
man has sufficiently stated his views. He does not appear
to have essentially modified them. He is still a fervent
Theist. He believes in a real Jesus, a veritable Jew, who
appealed not to the Gentiles, and who, far from being
divine, aimed at the princedom. He points out the
evidence that_ the gospels are later than the destruction
of Jerusalem, in that Paul knew nothing of the miracles
wrought by the living Jesus, though he stayed fourteen
days with Peter, and would have been a credulous listener.
It is interesting to note that Professor Newman’s latest
production has as preface some lines entitled “ My Greeting
to the Coming Sex.”

* *

Those who wish to see what the young poet is thinking
may do well to peruse Hopds Brotherhood, by Willi*®
Platt. Its tendency may be judged by the fact that it 19
published at the Clarion office (72 Fleet-street, E.C.; i3>
and its frankness and originality by its being dedicated»
with three bars of choice music, “ To my sweetheart, Ciss®
Willis, who inspired it.” The thought of Hope’'s Brotherhood
may not be clearly defined, but it has certainly llanaing
light and aspiration, love of nature and love of humanity-
When the poet finds the universe—

Boundless and timeless, still lacks time and space

To echo out the grandeur and the grace

Of that great utterance when the girl says,
we feel pretty sure he is in the first bloom of life when
every draught of nature's air becomes the real sacramen
of joy. We do not wish Mr. Platt to lire to beco®
ashamed of bis juvenile verses. He has nothing to jj
ashamed of. He is evidently endowed with the P°2lLg
master-keys of sympathy and melodious expression.
writer of Hope's Brotherhood can evidently do sometnWijj
still better. He should be able to soar away fro® *
suspicion of belonging to the erotic, neurotic, and tom®f
rotic schools, and become himself an inspiration of f°v’
trust, and high endeavor to others.

*

* *

“ 1 love you,

Besides the discoveries of Messrs. Grenfell and Hunt <®
the borders of the Libyan Desert, Professor Petrie’'s recen
explorations in Egypt have also been wonderfully frU\ j*
The bulk of his collection is in two groups, separated </
a gap of more than thirty centuries, the later docu®0?
being an enormous mass of papyri from the Roman cl7
of Behnesa, west of the Nile, about one hundred miles sou
of Cairo ; and the earlier a great variety of objects w'l j.
throw a flood of light upon the habits of a people e
dently in a high state of civilization, who occupied Low ,
Egypt centuries before Abraham, and almost as far b® g
as the date assigned in the Bible chronology to 1
creation of tho world. It will bo long before the wli
of tho papyri are adequately examined ; but there i* t
doubt they will largely add to our knowledge of anc®

Egypt.

Peter Eckler, of 35 Fulton-street, New York, is issuing ®
handsomely-got-up “ Library of Liberal Classics.” iPj
series include the works of Paine. Mosher, Volney, In®
Voltaire. A specimen volumo of Voltairo’s Romances, wb®
is sent to us, gives “ Tho Man of Forty Crowns” and 1*
Huron, or Pupil of Nature.”

Obituary. j4
One of the old Owenito Socialists passod awa?/ on' ,.,ry
in the person of Mr. Thomas Riley, who for half a cen -n

carried on the business of newsagent and bookseller ~
Woolshops, Halifax. Mr. Riley had been connected
advanced movements from tho days of Robert Owen
Charles Southwell downwards, and was for many 3 Of
connected with the Halifax Secular Society. He was olV ed
the founders of tho Mechanics’ Institute, and had roa
tho ago of seventy-seven, respected by all who knew nJ

There was a lime when falsehood, fulminated fro® tl/
pulpit, smote like a sword ; but, the supply having Kl jast
exceeded tho demand, clerical misrepresentation has a
become almost an innocent amusement.—Ingersoll-

The Bible is the groat cord with which the
bound ; cut this, and the mass will be able to appie
facts instead of faith.—C. Bradlaugh.

jfite
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CORRESPONDENCE.

AGNOSTICISM AND COWARDICE.

TO THE EDITOR OF " THE FREETHINKER.”

Sir,—Will “ Plainspeaker” kindly define what he means
T the term “ Agnostic”l We shall then be able to dis-
cover whether we are among those whom ho brands as
cowards. For our own part, we do not accepb anything
W& cannot prove to be true ; but we do not reject unless we
can prove to be false. Therefore, with regard to those things

cannot prove to be true or false we take an agnostic

attitude—that is to say, we suspend our judgment, because

have no means at present of proving or disproving them.
ml?re anything cowardly in this ?

Ibis especially applies to religious systems, such as Chris-
tianity and Buddhism. We cannot prove or disprove their
statements about heaven, hell, purgatory, Nirvana, Karma,
re-incarnation, etc. However strong our objections to any
cc all of these, we cannot pass final judgment upon them
Without placing ourselves in a judgment seat we may be
quite incapable of properly filling, and making our
eason or our feeling a criterion for those of the rest of
humanity—a course which, though it could not be accused
1 cowardice, would certainly savor of presumption. We

°uld also mention that, to our mind, all Agnostics are
ecessarily Freethinkers, though all Freethinkers need
°t be Agnostics. All alike are outside the pale of religious
ystems, and get an equal share of the scorn and rage of
mtended orthodoxy. Why, then, should they waste their

Oergies in throwing stones at each other 2—Yours truly,

Rex (B.A., Cantab).

kny-T feel bound to protest against the letter in last
left 8.~'reeihinker headed “ Cowardly Agnosticism.” The
Ip ir unjust in its unwarrantable epithets, and reck-
aissly impolitic. “ Cowardly " and *“lily-livered” are
a,DonR the most offensive expressions that men can fling
, each other. A writer who has not the courage to sign
s own name to his accusation should be exceedingly chary
applying such epithets to other people.
, Jue ethical culturists that 1 have come across are honor-
e le' gentlemanly, and very good-natured people, who do
~ cellent work, and by no means deserve to be called hard
( nmp8 because they do not go so far as we do. They
, molish Christianity in their own fashion, though they
il pP?* care to use such strong language as that in which
g lamspoaker ” indulges. The Ethical party and the
Njeular party are identical in their aim. They arc two
js of an army ; and any form of quarrel between them
.greatly to bo regretted, as only calculated to hinder tho
gress of Rationalism.
suol an Agnostic as well as an Atheist, | do not like to see
il \aheading & “ @owaundly Afgnostidism.” Xt¢ SGTTIS 88
SCi °l pHce in a Freethought journal as “ Dastardly
a,. ,nam,” or “Lily-livered Atheism,” or “ Infamous Freo-
Aiin would be. When *“ Flainspeaker” associates
with “ cowardice” and “ pretence,” and quotes,
pal.lai' least partial approval and acceptance, Dr. Sexton’s
fbe Insu'fttnat “ Agnostic means ignoramus, or humbug,”
like f WH®ttlus directed against Agnosticism is too much
}JiH' .Ruling our own nest and playing into the enemy’s
If w *° at agreeable to thoughtful Freethinkers,
ethi 6i *ee”™ 80 mucll braver than our comrades of the
eiier - ?ulture movement, let us spend our heroism and
Pot 5 111 stacking our common enemy, superstition, and
» "« te our strength in belaboring, or insulting, or even
are ]fessari'y ridiculing or wounding, weaker brethren who
than083 aKfiressive and more constructive in temperament
Piust We' If we treat them as “ Plainspcaker” does, we
and Mot bo surprised if they avoid us as being too brutal
'mSavago in our methods and language.
iRWstd Atheist, if he has a sound ana cautious intellect,
al lo , . “Pt the Agnostic position, just as Bradlaugh and
theev'i Atheists have had to do. He cannot safely deny

atrie,,8 iCe asomething or other which is labelled with
. -~nmjylpoo -ivnrrl nnH in mn.rwr nnnfl wavs.

thiswVlia(Hiulf<b and Huxley '«DID WITMUO, 1 VILDV UKU
ai(] i\n .enable “ Plainspeaker” to see both the injustice

fo— Peimprudence of nis accusations. Why, too, except

Hiaut] rPoses hasty rhetoric, he should place a “ showy
fusion f°a  sboulders of Agnosticism—tho modest con-
ben, °f ignorance of the unknown—pamsses my compre-

Yours truly, W. V. Rale.

?°Uin? t T ~(Imrose (winding up a few remarks)—* Oh, my

"°luin;Q/ ent’s>the Lord loves a cheerful giver.” Little
Speaking up)—" Docs ho love you, sir?” Rev. Dr.
'bj**inip4+i | labor all | can to make him do so.” Littlo

~~ Then please put a few more berries on my plate.”
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PROFANE JOKES,

“That Was a sensational prayer Dr. Gumms delivered the
other Sunday. | wonder if he expected it to be answered.”
“ Certainly ; and so it was too. Why, nearly every paper in
the country replied to it.”

Mrs. Barber noticed that her daughter, Edith, did not say
her prayers in the morning, and questioned her as to the
cause. “Don’'t you want God to take care of you during
the day as well as at night 7 she asked Edie. “ 1 think if
God takes care of me at night, you might take care of mo
daytimes,” was the quick response.

From the diocese of Canterbury; story vouched for by
hearer. Protestant vicar's wife to lady friend—"“ Mr.------
[a neighboring priest] is dreadful; he wears a libretto.”
(She meant “ biretta.”)

Apropos of “ providential escapes” from railway and other
accidents, a story is told of the Bishop of London. A lady
was nharrating to his lordship how her aunt had escaped
from a railway accident. “ Five people in the same com-
partment were killed, and my aunt alone escaped ; wasn't
itprovidential ?* “ Humph " said the Bishop, “as | don't
know your aunt, | can't say.”

“ Brethren,” said a well-known bishop the other day in
the course of a sermon, “ | beg you to take hold of your own
heart and look it straight in the face.”

This was not so bad as the curate who read that
“ Immediately the cock wept, and Peter went out and crew
bitterly.

Eve—“ Did you eat that apple, Adam?’
sorry to say | did.”
with it?!”

Adam—“ I'm
Eve—* And i was going to make a pie
Adam—* Then I'm glad | ate P.”

THOSE BOYS.

“l say, Pa, wouldn't it be a bad job for God if the sky was
to open and he was to fall through 7

“ Ma, have | been a good boy to-day?" “ Yes, Bobby.”
“ Well, ma, let me go to bed like a man without saying
my prayers.”

Sky-Pilot—" Do you like to attend church along with
your papa and mamma ?” “ Well, | guess I like it about as
well as pa does.”

Revivalist—" My dear boy, when that great day comes
will you bo found with the sheep or tho goats ?” *“ Plowed
if | know; ma calls me her pot lamb, but pa calls me a kid ;
so I'll give it up.”

Sky-Pilot—* Why did the shepherd in scripture leave
tho niuety-and-nino to look after one?” *“ Cos he wore a
tup.”

“ Now, dear boys, | have boon telling you about tho
Blessed Savior. You have read your Bibles, and I want
you all to tell mo which Bible character you would most
like to see when you get to heaven?” A general chorus
rose for “ Gerliar.”

The Protection of Birds.

The Humanitarian League has just issued several new
publications, one being a collection of letters recently con-
tributed to the Saturday Review by Mr. Joseph Collinson,
Sir Charles Dilke, M.P., W. Il. Hudson, O.M.Z.S., and
Mr. Ernest Bell, M.A. Tho correspondence deals with tho
question of protecting rare birds from the ruthless hands
of the collector. Mr. Oollinson points out that some of our
most beautiful birds are in a fair way to becomo extinct for
want of legal protection, in which Sir Charles Dilko agrees.
One of tho writers thinks thoro would be no difficulty
in passing a law for their special protection all tho year
round.

Christian Bliss.

When tho saints in glory shall see the doleful state of the
damned, how will this heighten their sense of the blessed-
ness of their own state, so exceedingly different from it!
When they shall see how miserable others of their fellow-
creatures are who are naturally in the same circumstances
with themselves; when they shall see the smoke of their
torment and the raging of the flames of their burning, and
hear the dolorous shrieks and cries, and consider that they
in the meantime are in the most blissful state, and shall
surely bo in it to all eternity—how they will rejoice —Rev.
Jonathan Edwards.

There is no learned man but will confess he hath much
profited by reading controversies, his senses awakened, and
his judgment sharpened. If, then, it bo profitable for him
to read, why should it not, at least, be tolerable for his
adversary to write —Milton.



478

SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.

[iVoiiee» of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, and

be marked “ Lecture Notice,” if not sent on post-card.]

LOUDON.

The Athenseum Hall (73 Tottenham Court-road, W .):
0. Cohen, “ Scepticism : Its Meaning and Value.”

7.30,

Bradlaugh Club and Institute (36 Newington Green-road, Ball's

Pond) : 7.15, T. Thurlow, “ Religion in the Grip of Science.”

Open-Air Propaganda.

Camberwell (Station-road): 11.30, H. P. Ward.

Camberwell Branch (Peckbam Rye): 315 H. P. Ward.

Edmonton (Angel-road): 7, A. B. Moss, “ A Crumbling Creed.”

Finsbury Park (near band-stand)—Finsbury Park Branch: 3.15
0. Cohen, “ Foreign Missions.”

Hammersmith (The Grove, near S.W.R. station): 7, Stanley Jones.

Hyde Park (near Marble Arch): 11.30, A lecture; 330, Stanley
Jones.

Istington (Highbury Fields, Highbury Corner): 11 30, E. Calvert,
“ The March of Time.”

Kilburn (High-road, corner of Victoria-road) : 7, A lecture.

Kingsland (Ridley-road, near Dalston Junction): 11.30, O. Cohen.

Limehouse (Triangle, Salmon-lane): 11.30, W. J. Ramsey. July 27,
at 830, O. Cohen.

Mile End Waste: 11.30, E. Pack ; 7, W. J. Ramsey.
H. P. Ward. July 29, at 8, Mr. Weslacott.

Victoria Park (near the fountain): 3.15, A lecture.

Wood Green (Jolly Butchers' Hill): 11.30, A. B. Moss, “ Religion
and Morality.”

July 28, at 8,

COUNTRY

Newcastle-on-Tyne (Northumberland Hall) : 3, Monthly meeting
of members.

Ox Hill and Stanley (West Stanley BoardiSchools): July 31, at
6, J. Taylor, “ Authenticity of the Scriptures.”

Pontypridd (28 Middle-street, Trallwn): Meetings every Sunday
evening. Discussion invited.

Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockingham-etreet):
7, Lecture or reading by a local gentleman.

Lecturers’ Engagements.

0. Cohen, 12 Merchant-street, Bow-road. London.—July 25. m,
Kingsland; a, Finsbury Park. August I,m., Camberwell; a., Peckliam
Kye. 8, m, Mile End ; a., Victoria Park ; e, Edmonton.

A. B. Moss, 44 Oredon-road,London, S.E.—July 25, m.,Wood Green ;
e., Edmonton. August 8 m., Camberwell; a., Peckham Rye. 22, a,
Peckham Rye. 22, m., Wood Green. 29, Edmonton.

J. Fagan, 48 Popham-road, New North-road, London, N.—August 8,
a., Harrow ; e., Kilburn. September 19,e., Hammersmith. 2G m., Hyde
Park.

J. T. Tburlow, 350 Old Ford-road, London, E.—September 6, Lime-
house.

E. Pack, 90 Camden-street, Camden-road, N W.—July 25, m, Mile
End.

H. P. W ard, Leighton Hall, N.W.—July 25, m., Camberwell, Station-
road ; a, Peckham Rye.

POSITIVISM.

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.—Church of Humanity, St.
Mary’s-place. Service and Discourse every Sunday evening at 7.

SUNDERLAND.—Church of Humanity, 23 Blanafimi-
street. Service and discourse every Sunday afternoon at 3.15.

WEST IIARTLEPOOL.-Druids’ Hall, Tower-streot.
Meeting for inquirers, conducted by Mr. Malcolm Quin, first Wednesday
of every month at 7 30.

Information and literature may be obtained from Mr. Malcolm Quin,
Church of Humanity, Newcastle-on-Tyne, who will be willing to consider
applications to deliver lectures on Positivism gratuitously and without
expense, where such lectures may be desired.

STANTON, the People’s Dentist, 335 Strand (opposite

Somerset House).—TEETH on VULCANITE, 2s. 6d. each ; upper

or lower set, £1. Best Quality, 4s. each ; upper or lower, £2. Completed

In four hours when required; repairing or alterations in two hours

If you pay more than the above, they »re fancy charges Teeth on

glstinum, 7*. id. each ; on 18 ct. gold, 16».; stopping, 2s. 6d.; extraction,
m ; painl.ss by gas, fcs.

NIGRAPHIC SHORTHAND is the Biiefest and most
Perfect cf all Systems. Paris I. to VII. now ready. Gd. post

free. P. W. Baldwin, O.M., Ashton-on-Ribble.

QECULAR SUNDAY-SCHOOL, FAILSWORTII, near
10 Manchester. The above ScnooL having btctme too small for the
requirements of the members they are desirous cf extending them.
To raise the necessary funds—about £500—they are promoting a
BAZAAR to be held at the end of October next. Contributions in
money or articles from any Freethought well-wisher would be thank-
fully received.
H. Taylor, Sec., 428 Oldham-road, Failsworth.
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Price Fourpence,

BIBLE AND BEER

G. W. FOOTE.

Contents

Drink Traffic and Local Veto

Christian Methods of Reformation

Old Divines on the Lawfulness of Drinking
Paley and Sydney Smith

Church Opposition to Temperance Movement
Bible Drinks

Scriptural Praises of Wine

Jesus and the Wine Miracle

The Last Supper

Communion Port

The Two-Wine Theory _

Religion and Intoxication

Religious Drinking in tho Bible
Water-Drinking Heretics

Christianity and Mohammedanism

Church Drinks

Absurdity of Bible Temperance

Appeal to Common Sense

This pamphlet should be in the hands of every Freethinker ft
constant use against the upholders of the absurd claims of \
Bible and Christianity in regard to Temperance. No Pal
have been spared to make it complete and unanswerable.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Recently published, price Twopence,

Evolution & Christianity-

By C. COHEN.
R. Forder, 28 Stonccuttcr-street, E.C.

THE BEST BOOK

ON NKO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, | BELIEVE,
TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY ANp
PRACTICE OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

By J. B. HOLMES, M.M.L,, M.V.S., M.N.B.3.

160 pages, with portrait and autograph, bound <n sloth, gilt Ieu*nil
Price h., post free. iL1

%* In order to bring th» information within th* rtach of the
mo»t important parts of t is book are issued in a pamphlet of 11* ? ji-
at ONEpenny, post fret ! 1 Copies of the pamphlet for distribu. n
a dozen post free. Tlol&cl

The National Reformer of 4th September, 1891, say»! ‘Mr **
pamphlet ... is an almost unexceptionable statement of
Malthusian theory and practice . . . and throughout appeals to jjec
feeling. . The special value of Mr. Holmes' service to
Malthusian cause and tc nnman well-being generally is just
nation in his pamphlet of a plain statement of the physical *n“ j,icb™
need for family limitation with a plain account of the means by " tb*
can be secured, and an offer to all concerned of the requisites
lowest possible prices.”

The douncil cf the Malthusian League, Dr, Drysdaie, Dr. Allh
Others, have also spoken cf it in very high terms. , o (V

Tho Trade supplied by R. Fordsu, 23 Stonecutter-street, !
Other orders should be sent to the author.

J. R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAGE, serk?:

W. J. Rendell's “Wife’s Frie”® .

Becommended by Mrs. Besant in Law of Population, p.

Allbutt in Wife's Handbook, p. 61. Made only at No. 16 V I»rfle
street, Olerkenwell; 2s. per doz.,, post free (reduction >
quantities). For particulars send stamped envelope.

IMPORTANT CAUTION.

Beware of useless imitat'ons substituted by some dealers *na ,, eCion*1
the words “ Rendell & Oo ” and “ J. W. Kendall,” etc., being
and plausibly introduced to deceive the public.

Look rou Autograph Registered Trade Mau*

London :

{  No. 182,658

in Red Ink on each Box, without which None abe

~

Higginson's Syringe, with Vertical and Reverse Current, 85/~ f 18»;
and 6a. 6d. Dr. Palfrey’s Powder, Is. 2d. Quinine Oooff '
Dr. AUbntt’'s Quinine Powders, 8s. per dcz. All prices po»- JI3(

W. J. RENDELL, 15 Cbadwell-st,, ClerkanweU.
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Price One Shilling,

THEISM OR ATHEISM:

Which is the More Reasonable ?
A PUBLIC DEBATE

BETWEEN
Mr. W. T. LEE, Lecturer to the Christian Evidence
Society,
AND
Mr. G. W. FOOTE, President of the National Secular
Society.
Held in the Temperance Rail, Derby, May 15 and 16, 1895.

Chairman—J. W. PIPER, Editor of the Derby Daily
Telegraph.

REVISED BY BOTH DISPUTANTS.

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Just published, cloth, price 2s. 6d. post free,

THE RATIONALIST'S MANUAL.

A Compendium of Theological and Biblical Criticism, Philosophy,
Science, and Ethics. In two Parts. By Aletiieia, M.D.

%C >X{\r- gdqt' L Christianism : its Superstitions and Origin. The
IVK? - %/elation—The Teachings of Jesus not Original—Inspiration—
Jatransiadons of the Bible Text—Some Bible Legends—A Few Contradictions! n
—j?v "nsPred Text”—The Christian Messiah ; and “Contemporary History—
tyor~15 In the Life of Jesus; Miracles, etc.—Origin of the Bible—Prayer—
Lifel £ <Sacrifice, and Baptism—Heaven, Hell, Ghosts® and Bogies—Future
Ancie r <ISOan-. Symbols » the Cross, etc.—Ancient Festivals, Sabbaths, etc—
the\vntr’?ds*trlnltles and Scriptures—Origin of Rellglon (Theology)—Origin of

tTs Porgd— Efwiistian”—The Fruits of Christiar’*- -Part TT. Ritionalism®
Sfome SOPHY AND ~ U E OF Life. Rationalism—First Principles—Truths—
of Trra

ritens“ Knowledge, Belief, Faith, etc—The Cause of All—Life—Origin

Tlhien ‘Bvolution— — ppseantaif Wan—Death-and jDrissolution—orakidy—

etc _ ;%tverse--The Earth; Geological Epoch > etc.—The Solar System; Seasons,

Man v? Ancicnt Zodiac-Ethics and Customs of Social Life—Duty and Fault—

Ranij Moral Code—Rationalist Societies—Public Holidays and their Origin—

Thoi, w and Registration of Children—Marriage—Burial of the Dead— Freedom of
2nt and Speech—Oaths, Affirmations, and Last Will—Index,

By tiie same Author. Price Gd., post freo 7d.,

A RATIONALIST CATECHISM

Of subjects concerning Man—his Gods and Superstitions.

n .~" be of interest to all; . gives in brief and concise shape a large
cpnclusmns of rational science and criticism with regard to
IJon - Freethinker

°udon : Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, E.C

Works by J. M. Wheeler.

fepM cal Dictionary of Freethinkers of All Ages and
ations. Containing tho Lives of over 1,000 Men and
Fo i0DA1l Light and Leading. Reduced to 5s.
otsteps of the Past. Essays on Human Evolution in

Bihli ~ On anJ Custom. 3s.
2s. ea:
ye6 N and Writings of Voltaire. Is. papor; 2s. cloth.

cular Song3 and Freethonght Readings. Is.

Sai° Christian Doctrine of Hell. 2d.
an, Witchcraft, and the Bible. 2d.

ypes of Religionists. 2d.
London: R. Fordcr, 28 Stonecuttor-strent, E.C.

PriceCd.paper, Is. cloth.

The Jewish Life of Christ.

SEPHER TOLDOTH JESHU.
WITH NOTES BY

G. W. FOOTE & J. M. WHEELER.

London : R. Fordor, 28 Stonocutter-street, E C.
N Price Twopence,
Was the Father of Jesus?
BY
G. W. FOOTE.
London : R. Forder, 28 Stonocutter-street, E.C.
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FLOWERS OF FREETHOUGHT.

G. w. FOOTE.

Second Series (cloth), 2s. 6d.

Contents : — Luscious Piety—The Jewish Sabbath—God’'s Day—
Professor Stokes on Immortality—Paul Bert—Converting a Corpse—
Bradlaugh's Ghost—Christ and Brotherhood—The Sons of God—Mel-
chizedek—S'w’elp me God—Infidel Homes—Are Atheists Cruel >—Are
Atheists Wicked?—Rain Doctors—Pious Puerilities—“ Thus Saith the
Lord "—Believe or be Damned—Christian Charity—Religion and Money—
Clotted Bosh—Lord Bacon on Atheism—Christianity and Slavery—Christ
Up to Date—Secularism and Christianity—Altar and Throne—Martin
Luther—The Praise of Folly—A Lost Soul—Happy in Hell—The Act of
God—Keir Hardie on Christ—Blessed be ye Poor—Converted Infidels—
Mrs. Booth’s Ghost—Talmage on the Bible—Mrs. Besant on Death and
After—The Poets and Liberal Theology—Christianity and Labor—
Dueling—An Easter Egg for Christians—Down Among the Dead Men—
Smirching a Eero—Kit Marlowe and Jesus Christ—Jehovah the Ripper—
The Parson’s Living Wage — Did Bradlaugh Backslide? — Frederic
Harrison on Atheism—Save the Bible }—Forgive and Forget—The Star
of Bethlehem—The Great Ghost—Atheism and the French Revolution—
Pigottism—Jesus at the Derby—Atheist Murderers—A Religion for
Eunuchs—Rose-Water Religion.

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Recently published, price 3d., by post 4d.,
THE

Secularist's  Catechism

An Exposition of Secular Principles, showing their Relation to
the Political and Social Problems of the Day.

By CHARLES WATTS
(Vice-President of the National Secular Society),

London : Watts <€ Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, E.C

Price Is.; bound in cloth,

THE GRAND OLD BOOK.

A REPLY TO TEE GRAND OLD MAN.
By
G. W. FOOTE.

An Exhaustive Answer to the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone’s
“ Impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture.”

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecuttcr-atroot, E.C.

Is. Gd. post free,

Vol.

CRIMES OF CHRISTIANITY.

|G W. FOOTE and J. M. WHEELER.

Hundreds of exact References to Standard Authorities. No pains spared
to make it a complete, trustworthy, final, unanswerable
Indictment of Christianity.

l., cloth gilt, 215 pp., 2s. Gd., post free,

Chapters:—1, Christ to Constantine; 2, Constantine to Hypatia ; 3,
Monkery; 4, Pions Forgeries ; 5, Pious Frauds; 6, Rise of the Papacy;
7, Crimes of the Popes ; 8, Persecution of the Jews; 9, The Crusades.

London; R. Fordor, 28 Stonecnttor-stroot, E.C.

Price Sixpence,

THE BIRTH OF CHRIST.

A CHAPTER FROM

Strauss’s Original * Life of Jesus.’
WITH AN INTRODUCTION BY

G. W. FOOTE.

(A Most Thorough Analysis and Exposure of tho Gospel
Story by a Master Hand.)

London : R. Fordcr, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

tmHE EXTINCTION OF WAR, POVERTY, AND IN-

L FEOTIOUS DISEASES.” By A DgOTOK OF Mfuicine. author
of Elements of Social Science. 157 pp., Od, by post 8d. Just published.
U. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C. “ The author writes with earnest-
ness and power, and his treatise deserves to he attentively read.”—The
Literary Guide.
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Patterns and Self-Measurement Form
on Application.

100 HIGH-CLASS
COSTUME CLOTHS

to select from,

including all the Latest Designs and
Colorings.

Every Garment cut to Customer’s sjiecial
measures by first-class cutters, and made
up by none but experienced hands, working

under the best conditions.

NO SLOP WORK. NO SWEATING.

All Goods carefully packed and sent Carriage Paid.

Complete Costume, 2is. Skirt only, 10s. 6d.
Divided Skirts from any of the 100 Patterns,
6s., or 2 for 11s. 6d.
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GUINEA COSTUMES.

2l]- AN Made to Measure. 21|

J W. GOIT. 2 & 4 Union Street Bradford

Price 2d., by post 3d.; yearly subscription (including
Supplements), 2s. 8d.

THE LITERARY GUIDE:

A RATIONALIST REVIEW.

Devoted mainly to Books and Publications which dea-l with
Religion, Philosophy, Science, and Ethicsfrom a Rationalist
standpoint.

The July Number Contains
Faith and Intellectual Advancement.
Sox in Religion.
The Blossoming of Hollonism.
A Froothought Vade Mecum.
The Blight of Respectability.
Mr. Morley on Machiavelli.

An Introduction to Philosophy.
Chats about Books. VII.—YVith Mr. J. M. Robertson.

Signs and Warnings (gleaned from tho Roligious Press).
Random Jottings, Rationalism in the Magazines, etc.

Also two four-page Supplements—(1) A lecturo by Mr. F. J.
Gould ou Professor Goldwin Smith’s Guesses at the Iliddle of Exist-
ence; (2) “ A Plan of Moral Instruction,” designed to suporsodo
the present method of religious instruction now practisod in public

eleraontary schools.
London : Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, Floet-stroot, E.C.

Now Ready, price lIs.,

The People’'s Darwin;

Or, Darwin Made Easy.
By E. B. AVELING, D.Sc.
London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

THOMAS PAINE'S WORKS.

The Rights of hlan. Centenary edition. With a Political
Biography by J. M. Wheels:«. Is.; bound in cloth, 2s.
The Age of Reason. New edition, with 1refaco by G. W.

Foote. Is.

Complete Theological Works. (Including the Age of
Reason.) Cloth, 2s. 6d.
London ; R. Forder, 28 Stonocntter-street, E.C.

NOW READY.

INGERSOLL'S

Greatest Lecture

ON

SHAKESPEARE

IIANDSGMELY PRINT HD.

Price Sixpence.

liOndon : R. Eorder, 28 Stonccutter-stroct, E.C.

Now Roady, Prico Throo Shillings,

FOOTSTEPS OF THE PAST.

ESSAYS ON HUMAN EVOLUTION.

By J. M. WHEELER.
With an Introduction by G. W. Foote.
“ The book is well done throughout.”— Weekly Times and Eck®*
London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Printed and Publiahad by G. W. Foote, at 18 StonecutUr-sU**"'
London, K.O.



