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l ig h t  o n  t h e  e a s t w a r d  p o s i t i o n .

of  ̂behold, the glory of the God of Israel came from the way 
the l .an(I his voice was like the noise of many waters ; and 

i,™ t,‘1 shiaed with his glory.”—Ezekiel xliii. 2.
Passion i ra'ne eyes throw gazes to the east.”—Shakespeare,
-Mr ‘a 6 XV-
arc! , tT;LUM Simpson, the veteran architect, artist, 
ha3 V'0 0» '81'’ and author of The Buddhist Praying-TVheel, 
'The o ° n ®°?d enougb to send mo a copy of his paper on 
Usher/ or Direction of Temples, read before, and pub-
I fi i • ^ 0  raost eminent of English Masonic Lodges.*
evoli !•16 a treasiIre-house of information bearing on the 
f o , 110n ° f  religious ideas. Mr. Simpson deals with the 
hj;a 8barters in the Now W orld, in India, Burmah, Java, 
,jewj ’ , ^ mb°dia, China, Mesopotamia and Egypt, in the 
j je System, the Christian Church, and in Ceremonies. 
c a r d ' i 8 with the ideas and customs attached to the four 
^orsh' P°’ nts’ an(I “  the Kiblah principle ’’— that, viz., of 
tyQrk’PPing in a particular direction. Throughout, his 
a n ' fŴ 'ch *s illustrated with many diagrams, is that of 
Sc.J riect master-mason— plumbline accurate, and four- 
pre r° every wind that blows. I almost regret that 

conceived ideas .and exigencies of space compel mo to 
w^ ° r e  erratic lines in dealing with the subject, 

play )6n t .̂ero was neither reading —  — u :—
•Hay h an .»raPortant part in human 
attorn' 8a'd . mau advanced to civilization by paying 
four 10n t0 s‘o ns- In any position thinking man recognises 
east 1Uartors, a before and behind, a right and a left. The 
hea as plac0 of the dawn, the starting-placo of tho 
the * i hce-ball, the womb of day, is to early man what 
Ml otl!rta I-3 ^ 10 magnotic noedle. Prom it he derives
“ in f 'lifections. In Ilobrcw, Kedem (tho cast) means 
thei r° ? fc” anfI “ beginning.” The four quarters, with 
Port 'VInds’ messengers, angels, or spirits, play an im- 
fo al!}n/ ^ art ’ n early  cuIts. The number “  four ” is sacred 
8yml v  natiye American religions, and is tho key of their 
four °  •8m‘ "I1 he cardinal points are identified with the
human1"!.18’ who; in myths, are the four ancestors of the 
^rth /1 raC° ’ and th0 four celestial rivers watering the 
biakg/ Paradise. In drawing tho four quarters, one

nor writing, signs 
affairs. Indeed, it

3 at °nce the sign of the cross.!
Man n?°St a Pr*mal id°a in religion is tho assimilation of 
fair, to Ihe sun. The root is kept in Blanco White's 
am°'M sonnet, “ To Night

If Light can thus doceive, whoreforo not Life?
As the^ost " SUn rose’ Passed over Iho heaven, and sank in the 

in ,i ’ fa llow ed  up in darkness to tho north, to rise again 
hut ,Q. easfo so it was supposed that man’s tomb might be 
pv . womb of a re-birth. This was tho core of tho 
Atnei flan I“ *1!11 The Egyptian word for the right hand 
liUoiJ?.. al30 means tho west and tho underworld. It is thus 
tn Ihat the Eevotiafo the Egyptians in worshipping turned their backs
dea(]° n°rth, or tho place of darkness. They ferried their 
pyr . the western bank of the Nile, on which arc the 
% ym ‘ S' while the obelisks are on the east. In the 

lan temple the left-hand chamber represents tho east

ft.I. m ilr‘en̂ atioa or Direction of Temples, by William Simpson, 
No. oa ;*’ ■ A.S., F.R.G., Past-Master Quatuor Coronati Lodge, 
Nent. ‘ I>ubli8hed for the Q. C. Lodge by G. W. Spoth, Bromley,

f  »Til-
aiici0nt 8’ ai3 1 havo elsewhoro pointed out, is tho first stop in tho 

p la c o T "  r*to °* tbo Sraddha. If, to givo tho idea of motion, 
Mystin o a lno ab right angles to each point, wo havo at once tho 

vr astika, a sign found in all lands.
^ 0. 884

where the god triumphed, and the right the west where the 
god dies, where his bier was dressed and carried to the mea 
or place of conception. The Greek scholiast on Pindar 
tells us that they were wont to turn eastward when 
praying to the gods, but to the west when praying to dead 
heroes or demi-gods.

All old nations personified the four quarters, four winds, 
and four elements, earth, water, fire, and air, as guardian 
genii. Irenseus (iii. 11), the first Christian writer who 
mentions four gospels, says there can be neither more nor 
fewer than four pillars of the church, because there are 
four zones, four winds, and the cherubim are four-faced. 
In the old prayer,

Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John 
Bless the bod that I lie on,

the evangelists take the place of the genii of the four 
quarters.* The man of Matthew, lion of Mark, the bull of 
Luke, and the eagle of John preserve the old signs. When 
Walt Whitman throws in Satan with Father, Son, and 
Ghost, in “ Chanting the SquareDeific,” he is but reverting 
to the old quaternity. For tho East is the Father, the 
South the Son and Mediator, the West the abode of the 
Ghost, and the North the black devil. No graves are 
found to the north of any old church. In some of our 
ancient churches over against the font and in the northern 
wall there is a devil’s door. It is thrown open at every 
baptism for the escape of the fiend, and at all other seasons 
carefully closed.!

Ezekiel tells how at tho north gate women set weeping 
for Tammuz— i.e., the hidden Adonis, the spirit of vegetation 
in winter symbolized as the sun in the underworld, and 
therefore at the north on his journey from west to east. 
Cold winds coming from north, too, would make it associated 
with winter. But, says Zeke, or rather Jahveh says to 
him, there were “  greater abominations.” “  And he brought 
me into the inner court of the Lord’s house, and, behold, at 
the door of the temple of the Lord, between tho porch and 
the altar, were about five-and-twenty men] with their backs 
towards the temple of tho Lord [i.e., the holy of holies to 
tho west] and their faces towards the east, and they 
worshipped the sun to the cast ” (Ezek. viii. 1G). Ask any 
sky-pilot to explain why the infinite Deity should bo wrath 
with people bocauso thoy worshipped in a particular 
direction, and ho will probably toll you it was because it 
was in opposition to the law against sun-worship ( I)eiit. 
iv. 19). Ask him then why all Catholics and Ritualists 
bow in this very direction, and he may tell you that 
Christianity reversed the Jewish dispensation. That is, 
the immutable God turned the Jews westwards because the 
Pagans worshipped to the east, and then turned tho 
Christians eastwards bocause tho Jews worshipped to the 
west.§ Even Sir Charles Warren, who carefully studied 
tho orientation of the Jerusalem joss-house, ran into some 
such rubbish as this. A  slight study of early ideas might

* Tho Egyptians had four funereal genii, tho sons of Osiris, and 
four amulotH wore placed on the dead ; Tat,or Didit—the symbol 
of tho four pillars of th# earth and the emblem of stability—the 
liucklo, tho Heart Vase, and the Head-Rest.

t In solar-worship the north is the abode of darkness ; but in 
later polar-worBhip, as the point of stability round which the stars 
rovolvo, tho northern heaven becomes the abode of the gods.

t  Probably tho four-and-twenty elders and the high priest, for 
this was the court of the priests.

g Although the Jews worshipped to tho west, they wore particular 
to have their marriage bods run north and south. See At KiUa, 
by William Asplin, p. 10G, whero will bo found other curious 
particulars.
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save some nonsense. Jahveh’s ark and mercy seat was in 
the west, because that was the sacred place of the coffin. 
In turning to the sun they were turning their back on 
Jahveh. By looking for the rising sun every day they 
spoiled the effect of the arrangement by which the 
shekinah, or glory of the Lord, entered the sanctuary and 
fell on the jewels of the high priest at a predictable period 
of the year (see Josephus, Antiq., iii. 8). Praying to tho 
west was arranged so that the people might see the rays 
of the sun-god illumine his priest. Christianity took over 
many of the rites of Paganism.* The Eastward Position 
is one of the six points of Ritualist mummery, because it 
keeps up the old ideas of the altar as the seat of sacrifice, 
the “  mass in masquerade ” as the chief act, and of the 
sacerdotalist as the representative of deity.

The Rev. William Staunton, in his Ecclesiastical 
Dictionary, tells us that in the early baptismal rite the 
candidates renounced the devil facing the west, and 
then turned to the east to make their covenant with 
Christ. He quotes Tertullian (Contra Valen, iii.): “ The 
east was the figure of Christ, and therefore both churches 
and prayers were directed that way.” St. Augustine, in 
treating of the Sermon on tho Mount, ii. 17, says: “  When 
we stand at our prayers we turn to the east, whence the 
heaven, or the light of heaven, arises.” The Essenes and 
Therapeutse, the monks who probably conveyed the 
Oriental Gnosis from east to west, worshipped at dawn, 
and prayed towards the rising sun (Philo, Vit. Contemp.; 
Josephus, Wars, ii. 85). In the Wisdom of Solomon, 
xvi. 28, we read : “ W e must prevent the sun to give 
thee thanks, and at the dayspring pray unto thee.” 
The Apostolic Constitutions, ii. 57, enjoin : “  Let the
building be with its head to the east....... let all pray
to God eastward, who ascended up to the heaven of 
heavens from the east.” Durandus, Bishop of Mende 
[1239-96], in his Symbolism of the Churches, says (21): 
“  The foundation must be so contrived that the head 
of tho church may point due east— that is, to that 
point of the heavens wherein the sun rises at the 
equinoxes.” Many churches, not being built due east, 
though, in the main, standing east and west, are sup­
posed to have their direction determined by the place 
where tho sun rises on the day of the saint to whom the 
church is dedicated. Needless to say, this theory will 
not always work. It is possible that the sun’s rays were 
wanted to fall in some particular place at a particular 
season.

Tertullian, in his Apoloyeticus (16), says of the early 
Christians : “  Some believe that the sun i3 our god. We 
shall bo counted Persians, perhaps, though we do not 
worship tho orb of day painted on a piece of linen cloth, 
having himself everywhere in his own disk. Tho idea no 
doubt originated from our being known to turn to the east 
in prayer. But you also, under pretence of worshipping 
the heavenly bodies, movo your lips in tho direction of tho 
sunrise.” St. John Damascenus and Cassiodorus give us 
the mystic reasons which take us back to the old symbolism. 
They say that Christ on tho cross [or the initiate on the 
pastes] turns his face to tho west, so Christians turn east 
to see the face of tho crucified Christ.f Later divines 
explain burial with the feet to the east, and face upwards, 
as being prepared to rise and meet tho Sun of Righteousness, 
tho dayspring from on high, who comes in the east with 
healing on his wings, as it says in Zech. xiv.: “  His foot shall 
stand in that day upon the Mount of Olives, which is 
before Jerusalem on tho east.” But the initiate, tho 
Osirified, went the whole courso from west to oast, from 
tomb to womb, from death to rebirth; so, as Guiderius says

* Walcotb, in his Sacred Archaeology, tolls us that “  Leo I. con­
demned the custom of the people at Rome, who usod to stand on 
the upper steps in the Court of St. Peter’s and bow to tho rising 
sun, partly out of ignorance, and partly from a lingering Pagan­
ism.” Yet Pope Virgilius, in ordering priests to celebrato towards 
the east, was but perpetuating a similar custom.

t  Even F. Thompson, the latest Catholic poet, in his “  Orient 
Ode,” continues the similo '•—

Lo, of thy Magians I tho least
Haste with my gold, my incenses and myrrhs,
To thy desired Epiphany, from tho spiced 
Regions and odorous of Songs traded East,
Thou, for the life of all that livo,
The victim daily born and sacrificed )
To whom the pinion of this longing verso 
Beats but with fire which first thyself did give 
To thee, 0  Sun—or is’t, perchance, to Christ ?

July 18, 1897.

of the body of the supposed Fidele in Cymbeline, iv. 2:
We must lay his head to the east;
My father hath a reason for’t.

The Jesuits, who strictly carry out the idea of dying 
the world, in their chapels invariably have the entrance ° 
the east, and the altar to the west. The priest, who repre­
sents both the sun and the dead man, takes his place on 
the west side of the altar, between himself and the people 
whom he faces in celebration. This is the ancient rite- 
In the more modern the celebrant stands between tn 
altar and the people, facing the east like them, and exposing 
his golden back vestments to the worshippers. In Mason'® 
Lodges, which are, or should be, oriented, the Worship!11 
Master stands for the sun in the east, that quarter beinf, 
the seat of light and authority (though English initial 
do repudiate the Grand Orient as Atheistic).

The Hindus worshipped the six quarters, including above 
and below. Gautama Buddha, however, gave this a nno 
moral significance. He said to a young man about 0 
worship in these directions, that the true worship was in 
the practical duties of daily life to those around him: 0 
his parents as the east quarter, his teachers as the sout > 
wife and children as the west, companions as the nort > 
dependants as the nadir, and spiritual teachers as tn 
zenith. Here it will be noted that the east, the sun soUi'c j  
comes first, and the highest last. Gautama Buddha na 
the real secret of orientation. J. M. W heeler.

THE OLD WAX NOSE.

VII.— Political and Social Progress.

“  The Bible,” says Dr. Farrar, “  is inextricably 
with all that is greatest in human history.” This is a ** _ 
specimen of his roystering style. We presume he 
contracted it through long years of preaching from 1 
coward’s castle of the pulpit, where a man can exaggem 
as much as he pleases without the slightest fear of com , 
diction. Dr. Farrar does not say that the Bible is mix ^ 
up with much of tho greatest in human history; 11 °> 
must be mixed up with all the greatest— which is a trim 
parent falsehood and a no less transparent absurd' y  
What did Greece and Romo owe to tho Bible 1 Absolut® 
nothing. There is no evidence that they were acquain 
with any part of tho Old Testament, and Greece had beco 
a mere name before a lino of tho Now Testament w 
written. Some of tho greatest things in tho world wc 
done and said by the “  hcathon.” Greek philosophy, . -g. 
literature, Greok art, aro imperishable. Roman JlU 
prudence and Roman government aro the basis of °vr A  
civilized polity. Plutarch’s heroes are all Pagans, and  ̂
Dr. Farrar match them if ho can in tho history 
Christendom. „ .  ^

Dr. Farrar calls tho Bible “  tho statesman’s manual, 
ho judiciously refrains from showing that statesmen cV^ 
act upon its teaching; indeed, ho spends a great dca 
time in showing that they ought not to act upon „ 
teaching, unless they carefully avoid tho obvious “ 
and allow themselves to bo influenced by tho recon .

” For instance, it is perfectly clear that the b '1 spirit.’
does not contain a single word against slavery ; it . j
perfectly clear to all who possess a tincture of scho'a' 
that many of its references to slavery are fraudule'^  
translated. “ Servants obey your masters” really ®‘ ‘. ,9 
“  Slaves obey your owners.” Moreover, the Bible con 
preciso regulations of slavery. God did not tell tho > 
that holding slaves was infamous, that man could n ^  
havo hone3t property in human flesh and blood- 
allowed thorn to buy and sell Gentiles at their P*eaS a 
He permitted them to enslave their own countrymen » 
period of seven years, and in cortain cases ‘ ‘ f°.r e, aC]c 
Even in tho New Testament we find St. Paul sending ”^0  
a runaway slave to his master. True, he sent wit 
slave a touching letter to the slave-owner, but sending 0_ 
back at all was giving a sanction to the insUtu ^  
Dr. Farrar admits that American pulpits “  rang w' a 
cessant Scriptural defences of slavery.” He quotes ^ a 
Southern bishop, who described slavery as “  a cuE?-t]e ” $o 
blight,” yet declared it to bo “  recognised by tho B' oV’j j ed 
that “ every man has a right to his own slaves, 
they are not treated with unnecessary cruelty.” Dr.
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asks whether there was ever “ a stranger utterance on the 
Christian bishop” ? He calls this “ distorting the 

'ole. ’ But ho does not prove the distortion. He calmly 
ssumes it. He cannot deny the existence of all those 
»very texts in the Bible. All he can do is to say that 
hat was “ relatively excusable” among the Jews is at 

Present “̂  oxecrable,” and is now “  absolutely and for ever 
rong.” Very good ; but how was that discovered 1 Not 

y reading the Bible. The Jews read the Bible, the early 
th ns*?.ans rea<J th0 Bible, just as well as Dr. Farrar, but 
hey did not find that it condemned slavery. Dr. Farrar 

a Hter age, in the light of a higher civilization. 
0 therefore reads into the Bible whatever it ought to contain 

g3 0 word of God. He does not scruple to override 
xphcit texts by more or less arbitrary deductions from 

([aoUo maxims and ejaculations. He pretends that the 
spirit ” of the Bible in some way wrought the abolition 

th S a7er7'. But every well-informed student is aware that 
e abolition of slavery depended upon economical con- 
ions. We outgrow slavery by advancing beyond it in 

® process of industrial development, and when we have 
itgrown it we regard it with abhorrence. When the 
stitution is in the way of being supplanted by a higher 
rai of productive labor, the moral revolt against it begins, 

s owing in strength and intensity as the economical change 
“PProaches its climax. '  ............................------------------  It was natural that the anti-slavery

ovement in America should take place in the Northern 
atos, where the conditions favorable to slavery did not 
Ist as they did in the Southern States. We may bo 

P rdoned for supposing that if Dr. Farrar’s lot had been 
a 1.An a Southern State he would have defended slavery as 

‘bio institution. He is preaching now after its abolition, 
denunciation of it is cheap and easy, and is no 

J ocu la r credit to the preacher’s religion. While slavery 
isted in America, it was at first justified by the Bible in 

A Parts of the Union. Northern abolitionists at last 
«nd that the Bible did not teach slavery after all; but 

anH u ,not a t̂er v' e'r Southern slaveholders
«the  Southern Churches. Hero again we see the forco 

an. Catholic taunt that Protestants can prove anything, 
11 ^ p rove  anything, by appealing to texts in such a 

th l °Ŝ to as the Bible. Here again we also see that 
¡^pB'ble never instigates any step in the march of human

thfi^i '̂arrar waxes eloquent, after his special fashion, over 
bm  ̂0r‘es England in tho age of Elizaboth. He attri- 
¡n ?s them all to the “ open Bible,” which was then placed 

he hands of tho people. Of course they had nothing to 
With the new astronomy, tho discovery of America, and 

can lnvcnti°a of printing! Such paltry causes as these 
of tt,0t enter into competition with the might and majesty 
,i v10 Bible ! Still, we may vonturo to remind Dr. Farrar 
, . at these - - - - -

Af,
Englishmen of 

0Pen Bible ” in their
the Elizabethan age, with the 
hands, went and started tho

tjjr,can slavo trade. Evidently they did not read in it 
jj 8tl> as Dr. Farrar does now, any condemnation of that 
Bn i ° ^U3' nes3- They worked it for all it wa3 worth. 
^gland, with tho “ open Bible” in its hand, continued to 
ce 30 for another two hundred years. One of the chief 
„ rcs of the slave trade was tho pious city of Bristol. It 

w rich on tho abominable traffic. Slavery has been 
o f / )  • d> but f be old odor of piety still clings to the city 

“ nstol. Its merchants fattened on tho slave trade 
to -b o  “  open Bible ” in their hands. Thoy now subscribe 
sti |i11Sai°nary socioties to convert the blacks, and they still 
6]ay fo tho “  opon Bible.” It was good for upholding black 

.0!T> and it is still good for upholding whito slavery, 
to , bat wo have said about slavery applies in its degreo 
p o ly g a m y . Both institutions are sanctioned by the 
to 0°’ an^ fbo pleas of tho “  Higher Criticism ” in relation 
Olhe'0 one aro just as hollow as they arc in relation to tho

]V 'refe ,° nec(f not follow Dr. Farrar in his rhapsodical 
to the various achievements of the Bible. Wo 

,reinark, however, that his reference to Japan is 
*ng • i y  ur*bappy. That country has accopted tho lead- 
Chr- •as. °f  Western civilization, but it has not accepted 

®tlanity. Nor is Dr. Farrar woll advisod in laying so 
ha(jC , strcss on tho Pilgrim Fathers. Ho says that they 
lbe i'> kPr°ference for the “  pure, unadulterated lessons of 
IeSSQ Perhaps they had. But what were those
anCQns as frustrated by their actions'! Certainly intoler- 
libp-t^3 one °f  thorn. They had no conception of religious 

y- “ The Pilgrim Fathers,” as Mr. Walter Besant

remarks in his little book on The Rise of the Empire, 
“  believed that everybody should think as they themselves 
thought. Had they achieved their own way, they would 
have sent Laud himself, and all who thought like him, 
across the ocean with the greatest alacrity.” They also 
believed in witchcraft, probably because Dr. Farrar was 
not at hand to explain that the Bible did not mean what 
it said ; and they tortured and burnt witches with remark­
able gusto.

It would also be a waste of time to correct all Dr. 
Farrar’s statements about the influence of the Bible in 
other directions. We will take a single illustration of his 
fantastical method. He tells us that the Bible “ inspired the 
pictures of Fra Angelico and Raphael, the music of Handel 
and Mendelssohn.”  Perhaps he will tell us whether it in­
spired Raphael’s picture of the Fornarina, and why it did 
not inspire the music of Beethoven and Wagner. Both 
those great composers, as a matter of fact, were Atheists.

Nothing could bo more absurd than orthodox talk about 
the Bible “  inspiring ” great poets, artists, and musicians. 
Men of genius are inspired by nature. Their inspiration 
is born with them. It cannot be made; it can only be 
utilized. All religions have done is to employ the genius 
they could not create. Every religion has done this in 
turn. The genius was there always as a natural endow­
ment. It existed before the world’s religions, and it will 
outlive them. G. W. FOOTE.

( To he concluded.)

THE STORY OF THE RESURRECTION.

(Continued from page J36.)
In dealing with the alleged historical proofs of the resur­
rection of Jesus, it is astonishing to find how Christians 
have been deluded upon tho subject. After a long and 
careful investigation, we allego that, apart from the New 
Testament, there is not the slightest historical evidence of 
a trustworthy character which can be adduced in favor of 
the theory that Christ arose from the dead. And even in 
tho New Testament, as wo shall presently see, the accounts 
are so indefinite and contradicting that no reliance can be 
placod upon them. It is only reasonable to expect, when 
improbablo events aro recorded, and we are asked to accept 
them as verities, that the clearest evidence in favor of their 
truth should be forthcoming. This is not the case with 
the reported resurrection of Jesus. The historians, who 
aro said to havo written upon extraordinary events about 
tho time tho resurrection is supposed to have happened, 
are silont in reference to it. But supposing contemporary 
writers had noticod tho resurrection, that would not prove 
it really took place. It would havo been far more 
likely that those writers were mistaken than that a man 
roso from the dead. The passage in Josephus referring to 
Christ is now admitted oven by Christian writers to havo 
boon an interpolation or a forgery. If, however, wo were 
to grant that Tacitus, Pliny, and others, did mention tho 
Christians and their persecutions, that would not necessarily 
bo an argument in favor of tho doctrino of tho resurrection. 
Many writers of our own time alludo to professed Chris­
tians who havo no faith in the .story. The author of The 
Jesus of History and Tradition Identified aptly remarks : 
“  Tho difficulty still unresolved is th is: How such ovonts 
as those recorded in tho Gospels could havo happenod and 
escape tho observation of tho public at tho time, and all
notice at the hands of tho historians of the period.......Now
it is of this period tho most wonderful events are related 
that have happened in tho world since the (alleged) Mosaic 
age, and the account of them was first published in the 
second century after their alleged occurrence, when no living 
witnesses were alivo to deny or affirm their reality ” (pp. 
162-3).

Moreover, we have no testimony of eye-witnesses; for, 
although it is stated in the New Testament that Jesus 
“  was seen ” after his death, it is nowhero alleged that any 
person said : “  I saw him after his crucifixion alivo in tho 
flesh.” When wo come to examine St. Paul’s “  evidence,” 
it will bo seen that it is utterly valueless as proof of the 
resurrection. Don Allen, in his A n Agnostic's View of the 
Resurrection, writes: “  Wo havo in the New Testament 
Scriptures an account of six Roman governors who heard 
tho Gospel story, and who by their positions could bayo
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arrived at the facts in reference to it. Three of them were 
of Jewish descent, and were supposed to be learned in the 
Jewish law. These, by their nationality, were supposed to 
believe in resurrections; but by the Gospel record it is 
evident that they did not believe this one. They were 
Herod Antipas (before whom Jesus was sent by Pilate), 
Herod Agrippa—who put to death James the Elder (Acts 
xii. 1, 2)—and Herod Agrippa II. (son of the latter, before 
whom Paul made his defence). Then we have Pilate, 
Felix, and Festus, who were Romans. We also have the 
whole Jewish Sanhedrim, which was supposed to be com­
posed of the most learned men among the Jews. And 
what is the decision of all the above array of talent 1 
Why, simply that the Gospel story of the resurrection is a 
myth, for none of them ever embraced the religion, or 
showed by their actions that they believed it. Then we 
come to the common people of that day. These were 
divided into three factions. One (the Apostles) believed 
it in the main, but some of them doubted (Matt, xxviii. 17 ; 
Mark xvi. 13). One, the great mass of the Jews, did not 
believe it at all, and the Romans, who were the third 
faction, did not care whether it was true or not. Prac­
tically, the two latter were against the story, and they 
were a hundredfold in the majority. Then, on a question 
in which reason and experience are with this majority, and 
with no more evidence than they possessed, are we com­
pelled to believe that the majority were wrong and the 
minority right 1 What light have we got since that time 
that should cause us to reverse the decision of the great 
majority 1 Thus we find that men contemporary with 
the Gospel history, who by their education, ability, or 
positions should entitle their judgment to bo respected, 
have decided against it. We also find that the great 
majority of the common people were against it, and if that 
was their verdict, how shall we at this late day, with no 
facilities for ascertaining the truth or falsity of it, reverse 
their decision ?” (pp. 13G-7-8).

It is said that the Church has always accepted the belief 
that Christ rose from the dead, and therefore this belief 
furnishes a strong proof of its reality. This, to say the 
least, is a curious specimen of reasoning. It implies that 
the continuity of a belief establishes its truth. But the 
history of the Christian Church itself shows tho fallacy of 
such a contention. For centuries the Christian Church 
believed most tenaciously in witchcraft, in the verbal 
inspiration of the Bible, in miracles, in a hell of material 
fire, and in the existence of a personal D evil; yet some of 
the most learned defenders of the Church have now given 
up the belief in those tenets. The doctrine of the Trinity 
has long been accepted by the Church as an “  undoubted 
fact,” but the Unitarian and Theistic sections of professed 
Christians to-day reject it. The same may be said of the 
notions once firmly entertained in reference to the nature 
of Christ and his vicarious suffering, to original sin, eternal 
torments, and the possession of devils. The old belief 
upon all these subjects— notwithstanding that it was 
once the groundwork of orthodoxy— is now supplanted by 
a bold and outspoken scepticism. It is the subject of a 
belief, not its continuity, by which its truth and reasonable­
ness should be judged.

As we have shown, the early Christians, without any 
critical examination, shared the then common opinion that 
bodily resurrections took place. They were told in the 
Bible that a man was “ revived and stood on his feet” 
after having been put into the grave (2 Kings xiii. 21); 
that Lazarus was restored to life (John xi. 44); and that 
at Christ’s death many who were dead came back to life 
(Matt, xxvii. 52). Now, the belief in such things having 
been once accepted, without any question, in an age of 
absolute faith and credulity, it is not surprising to learn 
that the same belief should be handed down to succeeding 
generations as a verity by the priests, whose interest it was 
to perpetuate any superstition that prevented free inquiry. 
Besides, in those days, to question the truth of the doc­
trines of the Church was to expose the questioner to the 
risk of torture and death.

But it is not true that Christians universally accepted 
the doctrine of the resurrection of Jesus as a fact. We 
are told in the fifteenth chapter of the first of Corinthians 
that St. Paul especially addressed Christians who either 
doubted or denied it. And in verse thirty-six he politely (?) 
calls anyone a “ foo l” who believed in a physical resurrec­
tion. Moreover, ecclesiastical historians mention various 
sects of the early Christiana who did not believe in it.

Mosheim says that “ the greatest part of the Gnostics 
denied that Christ was clothed with a real body, or tba 
he suffered really for the sake of mankind the pains an 
sorrows which he is said to have sustained, in the sacre 
history” ( Ecclesiastical History, cent. 1, chapter v.). '
are also told that Cerinthus, who, it is alleged, was a con­
temporary of John the Evangelist, directly taught tba > 
though Jesus was crucified, he did not rise from the dea , 
but will arise at the general resurrection at the Judg®en 
Day. As far as we can reasonably judge, the ®at e 
stands thus : For many centuries there were two brancne 
of the Christian Church existing concurrently with eac 
other, the Paulites and the Rationalists, as they °uo , 
properly to be called, the latter being known by differ®11, 
names, as Cerinthians, Valentinians, Marcionites, Man 
cheans, etc. These all held that Jesus Christ, whateve  ̂
was his true nature, did not rise from the dead. Abuse 
though they were by the Paulites, or those who held, wi 
Paul, that Jesus rose the third day from the dead, the® 
so-called heretics testified to the reality of their convi 
tions by suffering persecution-, imprisonment, and in many 
instances death, as did Manes himself, who was liters y 
flayed alive by Chosroes, the Persian tyrant. Orthodo 
believers assure us that “  the blood of the martyrs is " 
seed of the Church ”; how is it, then, that they are enable 
to differentiate between martyrs of orthodoxy and heresŷ  
or to affirm, so contrary to the real facts of history, 
from the first all Christians accepted undoubtingly 1 
doctrine of the actual resurrection ?

It is being constantly asked by Christian advocate > 
“  What became of the body of Jesus t” Renan inquir®3' 
“  Had his body been taken away, or did enthusias ’ 
always credulous, create afterwards the group of narrativ 
by which it was sought to establish faith in the resurr 
tion ? In the absence of opposing documents, this c  ̂
never be ascertained.” It is true that we have no opp0311̂  
documents; but, nevertheless, we have sufficient gro)® 
for enabling us to arrive at a rational mode of explat® 
the origin and perpetuation of the extraordinary bell /  
There is no doubt that Mary Magdalene was an enthusia • 
Such a person would not, probably, have been taken j 
their confidence by Joseph and Nicodemus, but her ent . e 
siasm and exaltation were well calculated to render her 
boat possible means of disseminating a belief in tho resurr 
tion.” C harles W atts.

{To be concluded.)

OLD AND NEW.

“ I was a Radical in my day i bo thou tho same in thine
turned my back upon the old tyrannies and heresies, and sti\ t- 
for the new liberties and beliefs. My liborty and boliof aro do ^  
less alroady tyranny and horosy to thine ago ; striko thou f°r 
new.” —T heodore W intiiroi’.

Long have the poets vaunted, in their lays,
Old times, old lovos, old friendship, and old wine.

Why should the old monopolize all praise ?
Then let the now claim mine.

Give mo now timos, bright with a prosperous choor,
In place of old, tear-blotted, burdened days )

I hold a sunlit present far more dear,
And worthy of my praiso.

When tho old creeds are throadbaro, and worn throug ' 
And all too narrow for the broadoning soul,

Give me the fine, firm texturo of tho new,
Fair, beautiful and whole !

- E lla W heeler W i« * * ’
Who makes the pasb a pattern for next year,

Turns no new leaf, but still the same thing rends !
Seen things he boos again, heard things doth hoar,

And makes his life but like a pair of beads.
. * * In,(J“  L’thje (for: qu'une aveugle tradition a jdaci jusqu tet <*a 

pass4, eat devant nous."—Saint Simon.

Old age looks back on departed days as brightei 
fairer than those that are. Then earth and sky ' 
irradiated by the sunshine of youth and love; as 
worth says, “ apparelled in celestial light.”

The light that never was on soa and land,
The consecration and the poet’s dream.

Since it was ever the olders who fashioned tho 
the past, small wonder that they pointed back to 
old times and legonds of a golden age, ere sin and so

belief« ° f 
the g°0“
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so <r̂ at^ entered into the world. W e know it was never 
‘ , JJeath was in the world before man, and dragons tore 

cp\ j° v r *n *'ke' r slime ere ancestral Adam was con- 
unt ^ 0. Sem[tic l51,3' 0« which left him naked and 

,e®Pl’> having to bo clothed in skins by the rude 
eve° • capacity of his Creator. “  Those were the days,” 

r tŜ  colors, who appealed to the past because it 
jk .? taem authority over the present. But when we look 
wpII 6 actua,l condition of the good old times, wo know full 

We should not care to change. And the further back 
lit ®°’ more appalling is the prospect. W ho would 
»m? i° ^ve In fche good old Bible days of filth and blood 
and slavery and polygamy ?
to U] a° 6’ commonplace as it may seem to us, needs not 
herV 6 ° e ôre the shadows of any past centuries. In- 

’ lno the accumulations of the ages, it has added its 
par t f  Pass on to luture much that our grand- 
If it f inew not °h  Evolution is becoming self-conscious, 
it 1 i,aces ^otstcps of the savago past with shudders, 
inf °- ôrward to the ideal future with hope. As the 
slo ri10r1races> an(I the inferior members of each race, are 
tion ^ ’ l l * ’ sure^> weeded out, our presont highest civiliza- 
Parf 1 appear but pitiable barbarity. Our religion in 
and *• ar* w’ th its prayers to alter the laws of the universe, 
Lj ds conception of a deity put to death on this little 
f  net, must appear but as remnants of insanity. 
be]‘-°fme there are who dread the crumbling of the old 
V’l /6 n They fear that man’s aspirations will dwindle 
witp0 ^  no longer aspires for eternal bliss, and that 
san t-11̂  ĉar ° f  hell, “ tho hangman’s whip,” and the 
b ctl°ns of religion, morality will decline. There need 
tali” 0 êar‘ things which are worth retaining can
aml°t<plr0 of themselves. The gods, the bogies, the priests, 
lov t0° ^umhugs must go. But the sentiments of numan 
^ c and fraternity will remain— nay, deepen and widen—  

n emotion, love, and service arc no longer wasted on 
'Responsive fetishes.
a ‘ an has not fallen from tho angel, but risen from the 
a bj- A a Saint Simon said, “  The age of gold, which 
Us »ln<|.̂ radition has hitherto placed in the past, is before 
dev '' ^0n man discards his fettering superstitions and 
best °S t0 cart,h the time, woalth, and affection vainly 

owed on supernatural existences, human progress will 
fro ° n an accelerated pace. Keep children’s minds freo 
self11 c,. cal contamination, and they will grow up vigorous, 
life re 1̂.ant» and ablo to strike out improvements in human 
br„ 'V !lch we, engrossed in fighting for elbow room and 
In t t 1" «  sPaco> can scarce conceive. Let tho ghosts go. 
for n Wondrou3 and wider field of reality is sufficient scope 

all our energies.
JJh ! let us no longer, then, vainly lament
J vor sconps that aro faded, and days that are spent;
tjut by faith unforsakon, unawed by mischance,
Un hope’s waving banner still fixed be our glanco ;
•|'nd should fortuno provo cruol and false to tho last, 
bot us look to tho future, and not to tho past.

Lucian us.

CHRISTIANITY AND MEN OF SCIENCE.

circl Times says that it is “ current in many
that tho loading investigators in tho domain of

celid ,,ral science have been, and arc, opponents of rovealed
6u} 810"  and of Christianity ; and this is regarded as a 
jr s aafial argument in maintaining tho proposition of an 
t,b„ ^ress'hlo conflict between exact scienco and Christian 
has° °Sy- A  well-known German writer, Dr. E. Dennort, 
str rcc®nriy published a brochure in which he claims, on the 
and l^h of statistics, that thi3 current opinion is a delusion, 

j j ls c°ntrary to facts.”
scj r\ Lcnnert says that ho has asked “ 2G8 naturalist 
theiV i? and representatives of the medical profession for 

rengious standpoint.”
6aril°"<! .mcmhcrs of the medical profession aro not neces- 
I>bv .̂ V Investigators in tho domain of tho natural scionces.” 
Csiic •?1nns aro supposed to have some knowledge of scienco, 
hay CIa‘v  of anatomy and physiology, but some of them 
o„] very little knowledge even of these sciences; and 
class T 0 a thousand of them, perhaps, is, or should be, 
n0tC(j .among scientists. Another fact which should bo 
Writ' ” ere 'S| that medical practitioners and medical 
aVo êr? are> I°r obvious reasons, generally averse to tho 

a of heterodox religious views. Rarely in an

orthodox community does a physician put himself in 
opposition to the dominant religious sentiment. Many 
physicians, whose views are liberal, prefer to be regarded 
as holding to the popular faith. This is true also of many 
scientists, especially, as I know, of those who have college 
and university professorships, or who hold official positions, 
like State geologists.

It is not strange, therefore, that Dr. Dennert “ could 
secure no information in the case of 24.” He says that 
“  227 turned out to be Theists,” while “ only 17 assumed 
an indifferent or irreligious attitude.” How many, if any, 
accepted Christianity, is not stated. Yet the alleged object 
of the investigation was to show that between science and 
the Christian theology there is no conflict.

Dr. Dennert says that “  only three out of the latest 
period are pronounced anti-Materialists— namely, Tyndall, 
Vogt,and Moleschott.” Why not include Haeckel, Buchner, 
and Paul Bert ? In what list does Dr. Dennert put the 
names of Darwin, the great naturalist; Huxley, the biolo­
gist ; Spencer, the man of cyclopaedic knowledge, versed 
in many sciences ; Lewes, the physiologist and psychologist 
— all avowed Agnostics, all pronounced unbelievers in the 
Christian theology 1

Dr. Dennert says that “ a somewhat larger percentage 
were indifferent, but the great majority were believers in 
Theistic principles.” Of the 227 remaining, we are told, 
“  many were strictly churchly in their preferences; and 
of at least 90, or almost one-half, this can bo said with 
absolute certainty.” It seems that 90 (which is not 
“ almost one-half,” but only two-fifths of 227) were 
“ strictly churchly in their preferences.” Men may be 
“  churchly ” in their preferences, as many are, and yet 
have no belief in the Christian theology. Huxley was 
churchly in his preferences, as was Darwin. M. D. Conway, 
though not a Christian, nor a Theist even, is so churchly 
in his preferences that he is opposed to the disestablish­
ment of the English Church. Aluch to the regret of many 
of his radical friends.

But the main question is, Of the “  268 naturalist 
scientists and representatives of the medical profession,” 
whose “ religious standpoint” Dr. Donnert tried to ascer­
tain, how many woro found to be boliovers in tho Christian 
theology 1 Was the number so small that the Doctor was 
ashamed to announce it, and did he give the number of 
real or nominal Theists, and of those who are “ churchly 
in their preferences,” in order to divert attention from tho 
general unbelief in Christianity which prevails among men 
of science 1 B. F. Underwood,

— Secular Thought

CHRISTIANITY AND DREAMS.

P koI’DE who now-a days place any reliance in dreams are 
generally laughed a t ; still, wo find the Biblo— a book 
palmed on us by parsons as a rovealed ono— teaches that 
tho most implicit trust can bo placed in our imaginings 
during slumber.

An account is given in tho fortieth chapter of Genesis of 
how Pharaoh imprisoned his butler and baker, and, w-hilo 
imprisoned, each ono had a dream on tho samo night. 
Joseph, who had chargo of tho prisoners, interpreted their 
dreams, and they camo to pass accordingly. Joseph 
boasted that interpretations of dreams bolong to G od ; 
therefore, as he interpreted tho dreams correctly, ho must 
havo been on very intimate terms with tho “ infinito 
deity.” According to tho two following chapters, Pharaoh 
and Joseph had dreams, and Josoph’s interpretations woro 
again correct.

According to the Bible, the all-wise and infinite God 
used to appear to people in their dreams, and give them 
important information. “  But God camo to Abimelech in 
a dream by night, and said to him : Behold, thou art but 
a dead man, for tho woman which thou hast taken ; for 
she is a man’s w ife” (Gen. xx. 3). And again, Jacob 
dreamt ho saw a ladder reaching from earth to hoaven. 
“  And behold, tho Lord stood above it, and said : I am tho 
Lord God of Abraham thy father, and tho God of Isaac : 
tho land whereon thou liest, to thee I will give it, and to 
thy seed,” otc. (Gen. xxviii. 12, 13). Heaven must have 
been pretty handy in those days. Tho parsons cannot 
now point out its locality so easily. We also read: “ And



454 THE FREETHINKER. July IS, 1897.

God came to Laban the Syrian in a dream by night, and 
said unto him, Take heed that thou speak not to Jacob 
either good or bad ” (Gen. xxxi. 24). Very good of God, 
was it not, thus to warn Laban against having anything to 
do with that thorough villain, Jacob 1 Seeing that he knew 
Jacob’s character so well, one can but wonder that he (God) 
made such a boon companion of him.

God himself informs us that ho will appear in dreams, 
for he says : “  I, the Lord, will make myself known unto 
him in a vision, and will speak unto him in a dream ” 
(Numbers xii. G). One feels as though he’d like the Lord 
God Almighty to appear to him in a dream, so as to get a 
good glimpse at his curious appearance. But, it seems, it is 
only those who have “'a screw loose in the upper storey ” 
who see God now-a-days. He doesn’t appear to some men. 
It is only the insane who know so much about him. Poor 
Jesus knew a lot about him, and had every trust in him 
till his dying moments, when he found that God had for­
saken him— or, in other words, that ho had no real exist­
ence, or he could but have assisted Jesus in the hour of 
need.

Again we read : “  In Gibeon the Lord appeared to 
Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, Ask what I 
shall give thee” (1 Kings iii. 5). Solomon then made a 
request which the Lord immediately granted, and made 
him “  the wisest of men.” He must have also presented 
him with an enormous bump of amativeness, seeing that he 
had such a fondness for women ! When poor Solomon had 
his hundreds of wives and concubines buzzing about him 
he must often have wished it wero but a dream. But it 
seems to have been a sad reality, and turned the old king’s 
brain, so that he rejected God Almighty, who had been so 
kind to him, and went and paid adoration to Ashtoreth 
and Milcom (vide 1 Kings xi. 4, 5). This fact shows 
plainly that the Lord was as much an idol as Ashtoreth 
and Milcom, or Solomon, the “  wisest of men,” could never 
have discarded him for them.

Matthew (i. 20) informs us that “  the angel of the Lord 
appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of 
David, fear not to take unto thee Mary, thy wife : for that 
which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.” You see 
tho Lord, the Holy Ghost, had not the courage to appear 
to Joseph in broad daylightand tell him howhe had betrayed 
tho young girl, so he sent an angel in a dream !  Oh dear, 
what r o t ! And this is “  Revealed Religion ” !

Christians should bo the last to laugh at those who 
place trust in dreams, for nearly all tho most important 
events in connection with Christianity have no stronger 
foundation than dreams. No wonder, then, that people aro 
beginning to recognise the fact that Christianity itself is the 
wildest of dreams. T. J. Price.

HOLY BROTHERHOOD : A TALE OF TWO TWINS.

T here once was a fellow named Isaac, you’ll find 
If you turn to the “ first Book of Moses”;

A member was ho of a race of mankind 
With some very conspicuous noses.

Unmarried was he when this story begins,
But his eyes on a fair damsel fixed he ;

At forty was wed, and presented with twins 
By his “  better half,” when ho was sixty.

He really was one of the proudest of dads 
As he gazed on his Jacob and Esau ;

Though diffrent as chalk is from cheese were the lads, 
Or as diff’rent as “ hand-saw ’’ from “ see-saw.”

Young Jacob was last—though I’ve mentioned him first, 
It is merely to rhyme this effusion ;

Of brothers he proved to be one of the worst,
As you’ll find ere I draw to conclusion.

A loafer was Jacob, and tied to the strings 
Of tho apron of Becky, his mater ;

A hunter was Esau, with venison and things 
He delighted the heart of his pater.

One day Mr. Esau worked hard in a field,
Till the man that is known as the “ inner”

Most urgently warned him ’twas time that he mealed, 
Then he started for home and for dinner.

Poor Esau was faint, and dead-beat, and “ off-song,"
But on reaching the door of the cottage

He said to himself: “ Now we shall not 1)0 long J”
For ho scentfld tho odor of pottage.

Half famished was he, one could see at a glance;
It was noted by Jacob the younger, s i 

Who muttered : “ Hullo ! here’s a capitaljchance 
To make ‘ capital’ out of his hunger.”

For Jacob was “ Godly ”—and God, as we know,
Is exceedingly grasping and jealous ;

We gather this fact from what Moses & Co.
In their God-inspired narratives tell us.

Said Esau to Jake: “  I ’m as hungry as six ;
For the want of some victuals I’m dying.” _ 

Said Jake : “ In this house there is nothing for ‘ nix, 
But there’s soup to be had for the buying.

“  This soup, my dear brother, ’s so deucedly nice,
I must charge you a ‘ birthright’ per basin ;

I shouldn’t advise you to kick at the price,
For you’re ‘ kicking the bucket’—so hasten !

“ Remember, although you are father’s firstborn 
And the heir to the whole of his riches,

My friend, God Almighty, has solemnly sworn 
I shall stand in your boots and your breeches.’

Said Esau : “ Come, pass me the pottage, you cid ;
If my birthright you want, you can take it.”

We’re bound to admit that the bargain was bad,
But his hunger compelled him to make it.

For selling his birthright poor Esau was blamed, 
Though ’ewas God that ordained him to swop i t ; 

But down in a region, which shall not be named,
If you question God’s justice, you’ll “ cop i t ” !

Ess Jay Bee.

A C I D  DR O P S .

The Rev. Hugh Price Hughes is in a pessimistic mood- 
“ England at homo and abroad,” he says, “ has sunk lower 
than at any period of history since the dark days of Charles 
II.” Evidently tho Jubilee was a big mistake, in fact a 
wretched fraud. There ought to be a day of national 
humiliation, on which the Queen should wear sackcloth and 
Mr. Hughes (say) eat ashes. _

Let us see what it really is that Mr. Hughes weeps over. 
“ Armenia and Greece,” he says, “ are crushed.” But how is 
England specially responsible for the woes of Armenia 
The blue-books prove that Lord Salisbury was willing to 
take action, but other powers would n ot; and those other 
powers aro just as Christian as wo are.

And who is responsible for the crushing of Greece 1 Mrhy 
Greece herself. She appealed to tho sword, in spite of the 
Powers, and she would now bo paying the penalty 
extinction, if she were not protected by the very power® 
against whom she screamed and kicked liko a wilful of’1!, ’ 
Not that all tho blame falls upon Greece. Some of it j. 
upon the hundred members of Parliament who sent tb®1 
foolish telegram to King George. And most of those gent*0' 
men were Nonconformists. “ Kick away, little ono !” tb®y 
cried, and they knew all the time that he was bound to £e” 
a dreadful spanking.

“ Desperate efforts,” says Mr. Hughes, “ are being 
to legalize vice in India.” This is the second count in “ L 
indictmont. Ho does not complain about tho state 0 
things in India under which millions of peopln are suffei'lD,'’ 
from famine, thousands from plague, and other thousand ■ 
from earthquake. These are God's doings, and he doeth ® 
things well. Mr. Hughes is not indignant at tho a^(0?i.0 
offered to tho religious and social susceptibilities of 1 . 
natives, which have caused riots and the slaughter 
hundreds in the streets of Calcutta. Like a true repr°3° 
tative of tho Nonconformist Conscience, he fixes his atte •. 
tion upon the one question of tho treatment of d 'se®5 0 
women about tho military stations. This is a questi  ̂
which wo cannot stop just now to discuss ; but wha( 
perverted imagination it is that makes this ono quest’ 
transcend all others, and overshadow even tho wholo poll“1 
and sociology of India !

After a lling at the South African Committee, which V'A
appointed to inquire into what everybody knew bcforehai ;
Mr. Hughes denounces the “ apparently successful attemP. .
to give the bookm aker............................ ’
encouragement e

okmaker “ legal immunity and jut*1 ,0 
very where.” But this is most inteinpet  ̂

language. Betting in itself is not a criminal a ct ; thcro < j  
however, certain laws relating to it ; and all the judge3. i 
to do in tho recent appeal was to decide whether the indi 
persons were or were not legally guilty. They had n<>tD y 
to do with the ethics of gambling, and it is absurd to J 
that they gave it any sort of “ encouragement,”
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Gambling is a vice which, for our own part, we discourage 
by not gambling. Mr. Hughes doesn’t gamble either, we 
Presume ; but he is not satisfied with being virtuous himselt; 
""e wants to make other people virtuous, and he wants to do 
«ns by compulsion ! But why is the compulsion necessary l 
that is a question which we invito him to consider. All the 
uucational forces of this country are controlled by Chris- 
'ans; and, in addition, some fifty or sixty thousand 

¡3 nisters of religion are occupied in preaching to adults 
hnday after Sunday, year in and year out. Let the nation 

to be almost hopelessly corrupted by drink, prostitu- 
and gambling. Might it not lead to an improvement 

1 Christianity cleared off the scene altogether, and left room 
or Ih® employment of national and secular agencies ?

The electors of London seem oven more apathetic than 
Usual about the School Board elections, which take place 
next November. Beyond a resolution by the Fabian Society 
w support only Socialists, and the Conference at Holborn 
town Hall on Monday, the only party stirring is the Church 
Pwty. The Voluntary Schools Defence Union have put out 
?.n appeal for their own schools, and also point out how far 

Board schools may serve religion without being called 
to order by the Education Department. The forgery mis- 
aam?a the Apostles’ Creed is being introduced wherever 
Possible into the Board schools, and the Nonconformists will 
.od that their own want of principle has cut the ground 
Ir°m under their feet.

the cross the door opens and the Pontiff _ enters, saying, 
“ Peace be to this house.” A long ceremony, including three 
more circuits, takes place inside, two to the right and one to 
the left. The altar is also circumambulated with much 
incense and many crossings. It is evident that for the 
meaning of all this mummery we must go back to ideas long 
anterior to Christianity.

There is a very curious rite in the Gallican ceremony for 
the consecration of a new church. As soon as the bishop, 
after thrice knocking, is admitted into the building, an 
oblique cross is made from end to end on the floor with 
ashes, and the bishop draws in the ashes with his staff on 
one line the Greek letters of the alphabet, and on the other 
the Latin letters. All the antiquarians give up this custom 
as a mystery.

The Rabbis of Germany are cute enough to see that the 
Zionist movement will play into the hands of the anti- 
Semites. They have declared that the Zionists’ endeavor 
to found a National Jewish State is disparaging to the 
Messianic prophecies of Judaism ; that Judaism obliges its 
believers to serve the country they belong to with all devo­
tion, and to foster its national interests with all their 
strength. The Rabbis are, therefore, summoning the Jews 
of Germany to keep aloof from Zionist tendencies, and by 
no means to attend the Zionist Congress to be held at Bâle 
at the end of August.

> A Mrs. Mary Clay committed suicide at Orange, New 
srsey, giving as her reason that she “ could not attain that 

P aneof life which Christian science demanded.’ Christian 
lienee” pretends to operato on the body by the mind, and 

tLre Physical disorder by faith. Mrs. Clay, in despair at 
Pese methods, sought to solve her problems with a pistol.

p Another woman shot herself in the head at Calvary 
^hurcb, Fourth Avenue, New York, and now the ec.c\esi- 
p ,'pâ  authorities are waiting for the return of Bishop 
¿otter to decide if there shall be a reconsecration or only 
, a service of reconciliation with God,” as was the case when 

Ward Easton shot himself in St. Paul’s Cathedral.

of the Church to blood is very peculiar. The 
auime.mPles used to run with tho blood of slaughtered 
C l f e - e  was perhaps first used to take away 
t°thel ' Tn the temple at Jerusalem a drain was made 
of Qnrp0!0^ Kedron to carry off the refuse, for tho interior 
slau ?as holy temple was like a shambles from continual 

o i er' ^ 10 notion of the church as a sanctuary super- 
si0n ( ’ aPo the Christian Church was so averse to tho effu- 
apii]j mood that heretics were burnt in order to avoid 
to tho u . sacred fluid. It was the bloody frays of pilgrims 
lnno 8hrine of St. Jago of Compostollo which induced Pope 
buiijj n"1 HI. to *ssue a decree ordering that any sacred 
reCOr.ln£ desecrated by the shedding of blood would require 

deration, with, of course, new foes for the bishops.

herns0 - i aP ceremony of consecration has several peculiar 
tempi ln‘ 'orited probably from pre-Christian faith, when 
®Pisco a'*-ar wcre but evolutions from a tomb. Tho
must consccrator must fast on tho previous day. Ho 
place ?iroPar? the relics to bo enclosed in tho altar, and 
ioc U*1"  in a clean vessel with three grains of frauk- 
H iche- A solemn vigil must bo kept before the relics, to 
CrationIloct,urnes and rnatin-lauds are sung. For the conse- 
^hes*1 many things are necessary—holy chrism, a cup of 
Bpoop Mother of salt, another of wine, another of oil, a 
the ni’ta sl,rinkling-brush, a new wooden scraper for scraping 
Banj 0ar> towels “ fresh from tho loom ” for wiping it, lime, 
all I’ fW c k d u s t  for cementing in tho relics and filling up 
Aral, ?s! on which compare Mr. Crooke’s account of the 

1Cal consecration of a deity in last week’s Free

conScorat.io'°’ candles are lighted in a Roman church at w..- 
aod n- Before entering it, the bishop sprinkles himself 
ajg} m at)out him with holy water, then ho dons his mitre 
Hght the first circuit of the church outside to tho
'Vheelp i • i the left hand inside. This, according to Mr. 
to keet)r s "deas in his article on " Wheel Worship,” is a charm 
he g P  ftway evil spirits. Tho bishop sprinkles tho walls as 
atlc* sm'f0Un- ‘̂ When ho comes back to tho door he prays 
8ayin  ̂ « arhove the threshold with his pastoral staff, 
Voice^ . , the Eing of Glory shall come in.” A ghostly 
of Gl0r °f the verger inside—chants, “ Who is the King 
Eighty7 and the Bishop replie», “  The Lord strong and 
""gain v i j 16 Ford mighty in battle.” Then ho goes round 
atnl sm't ershins, crossing himself and sprinkling as before, 
asW r)rlt,:s the door a second time with the word and answer 
^^ise*' The third circuit is made in the opposite direction, 
Personal " jth  a properly oriented church, tho consecrator 
o °rld tiwir® f\un circling from the west through the under- 
iar0U(/h i East and then triumphantly marching as 
W ifi1,. , '!en from East to We9t. At the door again the 

nc* all the clergy shout “  Open,” and at the sign of

The Chief Rabbi of England has joined’ with th9 German 
Rabbis in throwing cold water on the Zionist scheme to set 
up a Jewish state in Palestine. At a meeting of the Anglo- 
Jewish Association on Sunday he said that, while he yielded 
to none in being a lover of Zion, he considered that the 
holding of the forthcoming Zionist conference was an 
egregious blunder. A Palestinian state would be absolutely 
mischievous, and contrary to Jewish principles and tho 
teachings of the prophets and traditions.

The Bible in the public schools in West Virginia is now 
a question in the Supreme Court of that State, on 
mandamus proceedings against the Board of Education. 
Error dies hard, but the right will ultimately prevail. 
Why should the non-believer in the divinity of the Bible, 
whether Jew, Catholic, or Infidel, be compelled to pay 
taxes to support schools where they believe falsehoods are 
taught? And why should children be forced to attend 
school to bo indoctrinated into what they are instructed 
at home is a false system of religion ? Tho damnablo 
practice of vaccination forced upon childhood, by which 
they are inoculated with all forms of deadly diseases which 
crop out a few years after, is horrible of itself; but the 
indoctrination of “ believe or be damned ” is infinitely 
worse, bearing its fruit on the gallows.—Progressive Thinker.

Kee Sam, of Melbourne, recently died, and went to be 
with Joss-Confucius in a better Flowery Land. It tran­
spired at tho inquest that Kee had been treated by a 
Chow physician, who gave him pills, each tho size of a 
duck’s egg. There were said to be forty different ingre­
dients in the medicine, including blood, grasshoppers, 
ashes, bone-dust, clay, dates, honey, sawdust, and ground­
up insects—which is very Chinese, and also very Christian. 
When one considers how beautiful the Christian says his 
heaven is, and tho horrid messes he takes to prevent him 
going there, the spectacle of a Chinaman wrestling with 
a pin the size of a moderate ink-bottle isn’t so absurd 
after all. Tho yellow man’s heaven isn’t so beautiful as 
tho whito man’s, so he naturally takes a larger pill to keep 
out of it.

According to tho African Critic, a local preacher at an 
East Rand church called upon Providence to “ give wisdom 
unto our rulers—if  that is not too much to ask o f Thee." 
Our contemporary fancies that the yarn has an ancient 
smell. We should think so ! The best form of it, as might 
be expected, is Colonel Ingersoll’s. “ People,” said the 
Colonel, “ ask God to do all sorts of things ; some of them 
clearly impossible. Tho other day, for instance, I heard tho 
chaplain asking God to give Congress wisdom.”

Parson Hosking, tho teetotal lecturer who alleged that 
Maoriland pressmen were “ the greatest liars out of Sheol,” 
lately finished up a mission in the Hawke’s Bay provinco 
with the statement that it was “  the most immoral place in 
the country.” The average sensational parson is much 
addicted to explaining exactly how immoral places are, 
while tho ordinary person wonders helplessly at the vast- 
ncss of his knowledge. It must take a deal of midnight 
marauding in the bye-ways where Portwine Annio and 
Painted Sarah wander abroad after dark, and much haunting 
of undress orgies, and a lot of stealthy lingering at back 
gates, and lurking in many alleys of many towns, to enable 
any parson to say truthfully and exactly which is the most 
immoral place in any country. A certain amount of 
immorality stalks abroad openly, but the bulk of it has
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to be traced by getting personally on the roof of the wood­
shed and looking through the window, or by whooping in 
the festive halls of Port-wine Annie and Painted Sarah, and 
playfully pulling down the back hair of these sirens. There­
fore, the copious information possessed by some preachers 
is a suspicious and blushful subject.—Sydney Bulletin.

An English paper relates a North Sea horror. There were 
twin brothers; one a fisherman, the other working on a 
steamer. One night the steamer was run down and sunk 
with all on board. An hour or two later the other twin was 
helping to haul in the big net on his fishing-boat, and noticed 
in it something that looked like a very large fish with boots 
on. It was his brother. Providence had taken that way of 
breaking the news gently.—Sydney Bulletin.

Christians are always talking about the primitive 
simplicity of the faith, but when stupid folk act according 
to the directions of St. James as to the treatment of the 
sick they are called Peculiar People, and severely censured 
by their fellow Christians. In the case of a child at Poplar 
an elder testified that he had “ laid hands on the child in 
the name of the Lord,” but did not suggest a warm bath. 
The Coroner asked: Would not that be your first thought 
if one of your own children had a fit 1 Witness: My first 
thought would be to call in an elder of the Church, according 
to the word of tho Lord. If an elder was at a distance, 
he would lay hands on the child himself, and he admitted 
that he did not think a child was at a disadvantage in not 
having skilled attention.—The Coroner : Then you would 
let a child die?—Witness: Of course, when we have done 
what we are commanded to do in the word of the Lord, we 
leave it to the Lord. The peculiar elder is quite consistent 
from his own point of view. If an omnipotent deity has 
promised that the prayer of faith shall save the sick, it is 
logical to leave it to the Lord.

That veracious journal, the Christian Herald, relates a 
miracle concerning the evangelist, D. L. Moody :—“ He 
engaged himself to a neighboring farmer to drive the cows 
to and from their pasture on the mountains. Once, when 
he was creeping under a heavy fence, it fell down and 
caught him, so that he could not get away. He says : ‘ I 
tried and tried, and I couldn’t lift those awful heavy rails ; 
then I halloed for help, but nobody came ; and then I began 
to think I should have to die away up there upon tho 
mountains all alone. But I happened to think that maybe 
God would help me, and so I asked Him ; and after that I 
could lift the rails quite easy !’ ” Perhaps the prayer calmed 
his fluster.

A Christian writer in the Forum defends prayer, not as 
having an influence on an immutable deity, but for its 
“ reflex action” on the person who prays. If this be the 
case, a prayer to Kwan-yin is just as good as one to the 
Virgin Mary, and one might as well address Mumbo Jumbo 
as Jehovah. When there are two in a boat in a storm, and 
one prays while the other “ keeps her nose up to the waves,” 
where does tho reflex action come in ?

Another “ fish story” has been exposed in California. 
The papers reported that a Portuguese named Ciscado said,
“  May God strike me dead if I am the murderer ! ’ and he 
thereupon toppled over and fell on the floor. Attorney 
Smith wrote to the sheriff at Hollister, where it was said to 
have occurred, enclosing a clipping. He received tho 
following answer:—“ The account as printed on enclosed 
slip is indeed a ‘ fish story.’ The Portuguese was arrested 
for murder, told his story to the district attorney about 
10 p.m., was locked up in jail, and found dead in his cell 
about_ one hour afterwards. An autopsy was held, and it 
was discovered that he died from heart disease. However, 
the excitement or fear due to his arrest doubtless brought 
about the result at that particular time, although the doctor 
said that he was liable to have died at any time from heart 
failure.—E. E. H olbrook (Sheriff).”

The Westphalian authorities take strict care of the 
people’s morals. In Diilmen the Roman Catholic priest has 
forbidden his female parishioners to go to an amateur theatre, 
or to a ladies’ swimming-bath. At the game town the priest, 
who fills tho oflice of school inspector, has forbidden the 
youngest schoolgirls to wear short-sleeved dresses, because 
it is dangerous to morals. Probably he inruns priestly 
morals.

The United States Presbyterian men of God have drafted 
the following resolution to bring before the General Synod 
in Octolier: “ Inasmuch as God, for his own glory, and in 
goodwill to man, has expressly assignrd suboidination to 
woman, and restricted her sphere ; and inasmuch as the 
standards of our church, conformably to the Scriptures, 
suffer not women to teach, but enjoin them to keep silence 
in the churches ; and inasmuch as women have been 
permitted and evrn invited to occupy pulpits of sister 
denominations, and, in one of our own churches, have

July 18, 1897.

conducted religious exercises before promiscuous audiences; 
therefore, Resolved : That we grieve over this growing sod 
portentous laxness, this bold disregard of the word of God, 
this infidel impugning of his wisdom and his benevolence.’ 
After this it is to bo hoped that American women will 
recognise their subordinate sphere, and worship the men of 
God as the sole custodians of the keys of heaven.

The Pope is said to be bent on abolishing female voices 
from liturgical services. He is also said to approve of 
instrumental music, but to have a decided objection to the 
violin as sensual and profane. All this is very interesting 
to Catholics, no doubt; to other people it is of very small 
importance, being but a statement of one man’s taste. The 
Pope is quite at liberty to dislike the violin, but the queen 
of instruments will not lose its position on that account. 
Pope or no Pope, people will still go to hear Joachim.

Louise Donaldson, in the Church Times, answers one of 
the men of God who objects to women on Church Council3 
by citing 1 Tim. ii. 11, 12. She says that the most conserva­
tive of our bishops^ to-day would hesitate to close most of 
the Sunday schools in his diocese, as he would have to do l* 
he, like St. Paul, “ suffered not a woman to teach.”

Christ Schweinfurth’s heaven, near Rockford, Illinois, m 
which it is said he had a harem of angels and children born 
of the Holy Gho3t, has burst up. It was run with the money 
of Mrs. Anderson, a wealthy widow lady, who has retired t0 
another home near Lexington. Christ Teed (the Koresban). 
Christ Prince Michael (the Messiah), Christ Huntsman (of 
the Lord’s Farm, New Jersey), and Christ T. L. Harris (ot 
the Brotherhood of the New Life) still carry on the business, 
chiefly by the aid of infatuated females. Christ Schlatter, 
the most popular Christ of all, has gone the way of all flesh > 
and Christ Harris, who is over seventy, has much disap' 
pointed his adorers by failing to rejuvenate himself by 
internal respiration. ------

The Rev. James Romine, pastor of the Baptist church in 
*n.D.lngq> Oklahoma, was tarred and feathered by member 

of his church. It is charged that he drove his wife fr°® 
home when sick, and took in another woman, saying tka 
his wife had tried to poison him.

The Pope has signified his approbation of the 0aU>9 
pilgrimage to the tomb of St. Thomas à Beckct by granti 
an indulgence of seven years and seven quarantines  ̂
Ransomers attending and praying for the conversion
England. ------ t

Brotherhood, the organ of Christian Socialists, says eILjje 
tho benefaction of Rockefeller to the Baptist Church : j_ g 
corporation of which Mr. Rockefeller is the head 
employed arson, theft, bribery, and attempted murder t 
winning its predominant position as tho richest, ® ^ 
powerful, and most unscrupulous combination of capita* 
in the world. Its methods have engagod the attention  ̂
Congress, the Legislatures, the courts, the sheriffs, and  ̂
militia—the latter for its protection against the wrath  ̂
despoiled people. Its path is strewn with the wrrcksof ho® 0 
of little fortunes, of modest industries. It is a blight uj 
the nation, a menace to lifo and to morals. ‘ Piousat 0 9 
end and explosive at the other,’ as its most mere 
investigator has described it, the Standard Oil ComP ^  
through its chief official, is well versed in the art 
buying absolution with the wages of sin.”

■ ■ ■■ J 1.0
The men of God of Toronto, having lest tho vote as 

running of tramcars on Sunday, now appeal to the el<!0 „
boycott the cars on other days. “ Rulo or ruin” is a* 
the motto of the Church. The tactics of the Sabbata  ̂
bigots did not succeed in godly ( ¡lasgow, nor is it likely 
will prevail in the long run in Canada.

The editorof tho Indian Daily News,ol June 1G,writes- 
a late hour last night we were compelled to stop all wor 0 
seek another press, in order to bring out oven a *°ur0*r »9 
paper, as our premises were condemned by a survey uj, 
totally unfit for habitation ; the rain added to our 0g 
ties, which were already sufficiently great. When the * c0 
were going to press one of them accidentally broke ; ‘ ‘ ¡0 
the absence of the third page, the type of which now ‘  . ¡0gBentinck-streot. Wo write,” ho remarks, “ with a scor ^
sun blazing on our desk, and in momentary fear of 
hundred tons of masonry crashing iu on u?.”

The Churches were asked last Sunday to deal witbj ^  
question of kindness to animals. Only a very , ¡’T. m, or 
Christianity, as compared with Brahmanism, Buddi»- ’ t. 
even Mohammedanism, has always been lax in this r Nge 
Pope Pius IX. laid it dow n as a theological error t ° 8 J (¡od 
that man had duties to the animals. Paul said, ‘ D" , th0 
caro for oxen?’ It is satisfactory to know tn 
sentiment of humanity i< extending, and, althoug ĝ aga 
Queen has not je t  prohibited the hunting of ta.n\,:DgtO 
by Her Majesty's Buckhounds, the Church is begin 
see that it rnubt take up the humanitarian program.
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TO CORRESPONDENTS.

.Charles W atts’s Lecturing E ngagements.— Augjst 8, 
ailsworth; 15, Now Brompton. Ootobor 3, Shefliold ; 10, 
irmingham. November 7, Glasgow.—All communications for 
Jr. Watts should be sent to him (if a reply is required, a 

8 a®ped and addressed envelope must be enclosed) at 81 Effra- 
r°ad, Brixton, London, S.W.

gK' Mortimer,—Thanks for the cuttings.
< 7  correspondence stands over till next week, in consequence of 

p r- * cote’s absence from London.
A We nojj }jnow 0f any cheap edition in two volumes of 

° works of Edgar Allen Poo. His poems can be had cheap 
°ugh, and Routledge, we believe, publishes a good selection 
0Ia l 8 Pr09e a small price. The complete editions run to 

Pocket Vcdumes’ Mie C08t of which is heavy for a working man’s

Us'—Wo don’t believe that pious exhortations in the agony 
h Utnn newspapers do the slightest good or tho slightest 

rm. They are a waste of money, of course ; but newspaper 
R PPJ'ctofs are not likely to see them in' that light. We don’t 
th*nk texts, selected by Freethinkers, would be inserted in 

® same column. If you think otherwise, why not try the 
P°riment yourself—just for once ? 

ot HADburn.—No doubt tho visits to the British Museum, 
^ani 9̂d by Mr. Wheeler, do a great deal of good. Reports 

j 8 Published in the Freethinker, and you suggest printing them 
j, Pamphlet form; but we scarcely think it would pay.

‘c '. ®— (1) If you read the story of Jophthah in the light of the 
atoms of antiquity, you will not mistake its meaning. (2) 

g 010 ®f the so-called Apocryphal writings, such as Hermas, 
„ r?a0as> and Clement, were received as inspired scripture, and 

,0ua(I up with the earliest M33. (3) “ Fault-finders”  are 
f  „ nkoly to be silenced.

o f '«ra.-Lecky, in his European Morals, deals with the relation 
a “ristUmty to the Roman Empire, and strongly condomns the 
USQ0tlc spirit of monkery; but wo do not recollect the phraso you

U? ? AUY-—Thanks for subscription, which is acknowledged 
not M t lQ llroPor heading. Sorry to hoar the fine weather has 

j  reached you in the north. It is brilliant in tho south. 
lWr'N" AV’ Mol.-Sergt., C. Company, 1st V. B. North Stafford 
8 thinks thore must be, as we daresay there are, some
goe ' r*8*”8 amonS the soldiers at Aldershot. This correspondent 
con? m °̂- camP there, with other local voluntoors, for a week 
( mmoncing on August 1, and will bs delighted to soo any 

ANTi- t B  ” who may hunt him up and introduce thomselves.
i-CiiRiSTrAN.—Wo note your suggestion, though wo cannot 

r r7 *t out just at present. Tho rumor you refer to has not 
Mr p U8, 'Vo hope it is not true.

(m„ Lecture Scheme.—J. R. Foster, 2s. Cd.; G. Brady
Pai. Hthly subscription), 103.

tnmTk ? ICE1VEI>.—Sydney Morning Ilorald—Daylight—Yar- 
llireku ^dependent—Two Worlds—Progressive Thinkor—Tho 
Pan bUT̂  QUftdrant—Pulpit—Sydney Bulletin—Pooplo’s New- 
j[P  rT '3le of Man Timos—Christian Herald—Echo —Socular
_TNj-Ue” b—Liborator—Freidenker—Dor Arme Teufel—Humanity

Ij  ̂ .°wca8tle Daily Nows—Intelligence.
^rari  ̂ contrary to Post-office regulations to announco on the 
the d>°r w^on tho subscription is duo, subscribers will receive 
0iPiresmk0r *n a colored wrapper when thoir subscription

Tun?1!15 Notices must roach 28 Stonecutter-stroot by first post 
pRlIj ay> or they will not bo insortod.

1®ark'S Wbo 80nd 08 newspapers would enhance tho favor by 
THe tho passages to which they wish to call our attention.

Londa^ona  ̂ Secular Society’s office is at No. 377 Strand, 
Oant.»-00’ w*loro ad lottors should bo addrossod to Miss Vanco.UJ. -------—-• .wvuvtu uuvutu MW HUUiVOUVU VW »AIOO f RUbOl

cutti? *or dborature should be Bont to Mr. R. Fordor, 28 Stone - 
E-°-

o*  ‘ « «n fcr  W>H be forwardod, direct from tho publishing 
10r n’jd ost froo, at the following ratos, prepaid:—One Year, 

LEtt' 1 Half Year, 6s. 3d. ; Throe Months, 2s. 8d.
28 tu? *or 'he Editor of the Freethinker Bhould bo addressed bo 

S«ALr neCUtfc0r'atr°ob, E.O.
coedi°r, Advebtisrmknt8,—thirty words, Is. Bd.; ovory sue- 
4s. k°n words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:—Ono inch, 
for J r ’ . • d  column, £1 2s. 6d.; column, £2 5s. Special berms 

©petitions.

PRESIDENTIAL NOTES.

Tmeiuj Was not tjm0 ati Confercnco for tho detailed 
®laternent I intended to mako with respect to my scheme 
^  a Registered Society, by means of which property might 

®held and used for Secular purposes. Since then I have 
f 11 som®thing about this echeme in the Freethinker. 
tin 6r Maternent was promised, but this must bo postpone« 

after registration. When that is effected tho Mcrao- 
. ndum ami Articles of Association will be printed in this 
p«?5n.al, aa well as in a separate form, accompanied by 
aertain elucidations for the sake of those who are sometimes 

1 Me perplexed by technical documents.

I should have moved in this matter before, hut I was at 
the end of my financial tether. I had spent money as well 
as time and thought on the maturing of this scheme, and I 
could do no more. Learning this in the course of a con­
versation, Mr. George Anderson advanced me the amount 
of the probable cost of registration. It was kind of him to 
do so, but kindness is no novelty 011 his part. The necessary 
steps are now being taken, and as soon as possible I shall 
make a further announcement.

In view of Mr. Hartmann’s scheme for the financial recon­
struction of the N. S. S., I do not intend to continue my 
Lecture Scheme. It has powerfully contributed towards 
keeping alive our propaganda during a trying and ticklish 
period. That period is now drawing to a close, and no one 
will be more pleased than myself to see the work canied 
on by the whole Society. Should the work languish, or 
even drop, hereafter, I shall resume my right of personal 
action. Meanwhile I think that Mr. Hartmann’s scheme 
should have a fair chance; and, so far from crossing it, 
or in any way hindering it, I shall give it tho full benefit 
of whatever influence I may possess.

Until the Treasurer’s scheme gets into operation, I am 
entitled to ask that my Lecture Scheme shall not be 
forgotten. I do not intend to make any fresh contracts, 
but tho party should enable me to carry out what is already 
undertaken. During tho past two or three months the 
expenditure has been considerably in excess of the income; 
and the deficit, which is hard for one poor man to bear, is 
a trifle when spread over a larger number. Thore is only 
one prospective obligation. This summer, like the last, 
has seen Mr. Cohen very busy at the open-air lecturing 
work in London. I guaranteed him a living wage last 
summer, and kept the contract. The same guarantee is 
given this summer, and I am anxious to fulfil it. Tho 
collections yield a certain amount—about one half of what 
is requisite. The rest I have to make up. Now I think 
the London friends ought to subscribe towards tho expense, 
and I ask them to do so immediately. Whatever thoy 
send mo will be acknowledged in the Freethinker.

And now for Mr. Hartmann’s scheme, which is large and 
ambitious, and aims at covering, not only the ground 
worked under my Lecture Scheme, but a great deal more. 
A t the last meeting of the Executive, held on Friday, 
July 9, I undertook to put the Treasurer’s scheme beforo 
tho readers of this journal, and afterwards to place it 
before a possibly wider public by means of a circular 
manifesto. ____

Mr. Hartmann rightly says that most of our difficulties 
aro ultimately financial. Ho complains that tho Prosidcnt 
has bcon allowed to take all tho burden of raising funds for 
tho Society, besides doing so much of its work gratuitously, 
and receiving a modicum of thanks at the finish. Mr. 
Hartmann calk upon the Society to raise an incomo 
adequate to its purposes, and sufficient to carry on its work 
of propaganda and organic ition in a creditable manner, 
lie  thinks that X I,500 a year could and should be raised. 
How he proposes to do it wo shall see presently. Mean­
while we will pause to seo what he proposes to do with 
the money. ____

Mr. Hartmann says that any man fit to be President, 
and expected to attend closely to the Society’s business, 
ought to he paid for his services, particularly as it is 
important that his time and energies should be at tho 
command of tho organization. He thinks the President 
should receive, say, X250 a year, in return for which ho 
should bo required, in addition to his ordinary presidential 
duties, to lecture a certain number of Sundays for pro­
vincial, and perhaps metropolitan branches, free of all 
charge. A  hard-and-fast line would bo impossible, but 
thore is room for a workable understanding.— Of courso 
it must be understood that I am representing, or trying 
to reprosont, Mr. Hartmann’s views, which he would explain 
himself if he had my command of English, or if tho 
readers of thi3 journal all understood German.

Tho Treasurer’s scheme includes the present payment 
to Miss Vance as secretary, and the present rent of our 
central office. In addition, he proposes to engage three 
good lecturers at a regular Ealarv, say of X150 a year,



458 THE FREETHINKER. July 18, 1897.

besides travelling expenses. They would go where 
required, without being at the mercy of the weather or of 
local accidents. Of course this would mean the centraliza­
tion of the lecture system, and a great many Secularists 
think the sooner that is done the better. The present 
system is simply a chaos.

Mr. Hartmann further proposes that an organizing secre 
tary should be employed to go through the country, 
visiting Branches and calling upon persons who are known 
to be favorable to our movement. Such an officer, he 
thinks, would far more than earn his salary; would, in 
fact, help to feed all the rest of the organization.

This is a rough outline of the Treasurer’s scheme. And 
now for the means of raising the £1,500 a year.

The Treasurer thinks we ought to have very few, if any, 
special appeals for money ; and that adequate funds ought 
to be raised by definite annual subscriptions. These sub­
scriptions might range from a hundred pounds to five 
shillings. One friend, perhaps more, might be found to 
subscribe £100. Two or three more might subscribe £50. 
Five or six might subscribe £20. Ten might subscribe 
£10, and perhaps twenty £5. There ought to be a 
hundred or two who would subscribe £1, and a larger 
number might subscribe 10s. or even 5s.

Mr. Hartmann does not preach without practising. He 
offers £50 for the first year himself.

What is wanted now is a list of friends of the Freethought 
movement who will promiso an annual subscription of any 
amount from £100 (or even more) down to 5s. W e need 
an immediate response. He gives twice who gives quickly. 
The money need not be sent in yet. We want the names 
and addresses of friends, with a statement of the amount 
they are prepared to give. Our next Executive Meeting 
takes place on the last Thursday in July. By that time 1 
hope we shall have hundreds of answers to guide us in our 
decisions. It would be a grand thing to begin the winter 
with a large fund, a good and active organization, and a 
splendid prospect of rapid success.

G. W. FOOTE
(  President).

Postscripts.— (1) It must not bo understood that tho 
Executive is pledged to all the details of Mr. Hartmann’s 
scheme, which is subject to amendment. Ultimate decisions 
will necessarily depend very much upon tho prospect of 
obtaining the requisite means. (2) Letters in answer to 
this appeal can bo addressed to me, if preferred, or to tho 
Treasurer or Secretary at tho N. S. S. office, 37G—377 Strand, 
London, W.C.

S U G A R  P L U M S .

Mr. Heaford addressed an open-air meeting at Sheffield, 
besides lecturing in the Hall of Science. His visit is sure to 
have done good. It is a great pity that our capable lecturers 
cannot be more generally employed in this way.

The New York Truthseeker prints a part of our report 
of the National Secular Society’s Conference, giving in 
extenso the reference to the death of Mr. S. P. Futnann 
A  note is made of the re-election of Mr. Foote a3 President-

By the way, the Truthseeker mentions that President 
McKinley, in addressing Queen Victoria as “ Great an<( 
Good Friend,” employed exactly the same form as wa 
used by ex-President Cleveland in addressing the Queen o 
the Sandwich Islands. “  Divine right,” our contemporary 
remarks, “ produces an equality about as incongruous as 
anything known to Republican institutions.”

We are glad to see that the Criminal Law and Prison-J 
Department o f the Humanitarian League is addressing the 
Home Secretary on the subject of Mr. Justice Day’ssentenco 
on a Salisbury boy, aged fourteen, for indecently assaulting 
a girl of about the same age. No serious harm seems to have 
been done, yet the judge sentenced this boy to eighteen 
months’ hard labor ! The Home Secretary ought to inter‘ 
fere and give that boy a chance in life. He will have 
precious little chance if he serves out that monstrous 
sentence.

Thanks to the public spirit of our veteran friend, Mr. B- 
Truelove, seconded by Dr. FurnivalJ, there is now a table 
at the oak tree on the southern slope of Primrose Hill- H 
states : “  This oak tree was planted April 23, 1804, to coni' 
memorate the 300 th anniversary of ¡Shakespeare's birth- 
Samuel Phelps, who planted the tree, which was the work' 
men’s memorial to the poet, expressed a hope that it might 
grow until like that spoken of by Shakespeare, “ W1?SV 
boughs were mossed with age, and high top bald with dry 
antiquity.” Tho young tree is flourishing as well as th 
great actor could wish.

The Daily Chronicle announces the approaching Pu'l^ 
cation of Dr. John P. Peter’s account of the discovery 
of the Pennsylvanian expedition to Babylon. “  Dr. Peters, 
says the Chronicle, “  discovered written records no feW’0 
than 0,000 years old, which show that ni9n in a high stpt 
of civilization, building cities, organizing States, conduction 
distant expeditions for conquest, ruling widely-extenqe 
countries, existed in Babylonia 2,000 years before the psr}° 
assigned by Archbishop Usher’s chronology for the creation 
of tho world !” Our contemporary might have added w|il 
Archbishop Usher’s chronology is the chronology of 
Bible.

The Metropolitan, an illustrated magazine of New Yor > 
in its July number gives the first place to an article 0 
Robert G. Ingersol), by Adelaide Louise Samson, vut 
reproductions of photographs of Ingersoll with his gcan ' 
children, etc. Mrs. Samson says : “ A volume of Sh»u  ̂
speare, Mr. Ingersoll’s favorite text-book, is never out 
reading distance. It is a treat to watch him lingering^ 
flutter the leaves, and to note tho feeling in his voice a;, 
ho reads a choice bit here and there.” “ Tho truly gr0!l ’’ 
ho remarks, reminiscently, “ are tho great thinkers—the 
who give the world new thoughts.”

Mr. Foote, as President of the N. S. S., together with 
Messrs. C. Watts, S. Hartmann, C. Cohen, A. B. Moss, and 
W. Heaford, will attend Monday evening’s meeting, con­
vened by the Ethical Union, at the Holborn Town Hall. 
Mr. Frederic Harrison presides. Delegates only will bo 
admitted. The object is to discuss the possibility and 
advisability of appealing to the London electors in favor of 
a Moral Code instead of the Religious Code which obtains 
at present in the Board schools. A report of this meeting 
will appear in next week’s Freethinker.

The Rev. L. Dixon, at tho New York Academy of Mus* ’ 
took as his subject tho doctrine of dogmatic infallibility^ 
and he read a passago from Colonel Robert Ingersoll’s lfttf- 
book, in which tho author touches upon that question-^ 
quotation was loudly applauded. Said Dr. Dixon: ■*. 
old creed tinkers are dying out, or taking rear seats in all t 
churches. Tho modern missionary movement can have D 
other significance. Such vitality as is left in the church - 
finds expression in the saving of mankind. There i* 
decline of church life, and an increase in practical 
The growth of a new and mighty ministry gives evideh 
of a decline of orthodoxy and dogmatic infallibility.”

Mr. C. Cohen occupies the platform at tho Athenaeum 
Hall this evening (July 18) and on tho following Sunday. 
Mr. Cohen has not lectured in this part of London for seven 
or eight months. Wo hope ho will have a good audience on 
both occasions.

Mr. Foote is not lecturing any moro during July. H0 , 
resume platform work early in August. Meanwhilo otn 
business is engaging his attention. .

Mr. Cohen is breaking some now ground by lecturing on 
Tuesday evenings at 8.30, at tho corner of Salmon’s Lane, 
Limehouse. East-end Freethinkers should attend and seo 
he gets fair play.

Mr. W. Heaford recently delivered another lecture at 
Woodhouse, near Sheffield, under Mr. Foote’s scheme. He 
had a large and orderly meeting, including soveral persons 
who were induced to take an interest in Secularism by his 

revious visit. Tho local Freethinkers are desirous of con- 
ucting a vigorous propaganda, and we hope they will 

find it possible,

To classify all tho mental phenomena of animal lifo u®, 
the term “ instinct,” while reserving the term “ reason 
designate a mental peculiarity distinctive of man, is to» ° ‘ g 
a similarly archaic method. First of all, instinct invo ^  
mental operation, and therefore implies conscious0 
Next, instinct implies hereditary knowledge of the obj y 
and relations with respect to which it is exercised ; R. c0 
therefore operate in full perfection prior to any 6Xpe!j* ,g 
on the part of tho individual. Lastly, instinct is a ., tj(e 
similarly manifested under similar circumstances by a  ̂
individuals of the sgrpe species,—“ Essays ” by G. P°'n
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ETHICS, CULTURE, AND RELIGION.

8o little has religion dealt with morals that the Church, 
tho bulwark of religion, has never laid much stress on 
morality. It has always been a side issue. Belief has 
always been considered of the greatest importance. Assent 

some dogma, acknowledgment of some god—such are the 
demands which the Church has made. Righteousness has 
teen emphasized but little. If a man but believe, the 
clergy have taught that this covers and includes morality.

Contrast the ages dominated by theology with our own 
Sceptical times. To-day wo see less crime, less misery, 
Property safer, life and iiberty more secure, and a spirit  ̂of 
raternity growing in all men. True, we find religion 

Prevalent, but divided into numerous sects, and exerting a 
esser influence on fewer individuals. But in place of the 

a>most universal spirit of credulity, we find an active, wide- 
sprcad, and growing spirit of scepticism. In place of the 

’ ' ‘  ‘ find knowledgeignorance we
more widely diffused than 'ever before, and science— 
splendid science— ever meeting the wants and thê  require- 
[fronts of man. In other words, a new factor nas been 
introduced which has usurped the reign of emotion—it is 
"he intellect. Shall wo ignore this new agency, as Mr. Kidd 
“as done 1 Shall wo say that it has played a subordinate 
P̂ rt, when with it wo find civilization, and without it 
barbarism 1 Shall we say that it has had little to do with 
Progress ? Mr. Lecky says : “  The causes which most di_s 
tfrrbcd or accelerated the normal progress of socioty inaatinfluty wero the in moderntimes tV'y >VBr° 100 aPPearance oi great men 1 ........— ___
Has p ?  bavo been tho appearance of great inventions.” 
Her • &'°.n ovcr stimulated invention 1 Well, a little,
caati Itlventions are to bo found in the dungeons of old 
scr0wS’ and in the vaults of ancient prisons. The thumb­
ing ’ tB° rack> tho Hon maiden, and all tho fiendish 
has lm.eats ° f  torture, are the inventions with which she 
i(]gllenric“ ed mankind. They aro tho appliances which her 
the w.1?00, creatod to control tho conscience and to enslaveue mind.
acgj0a'n says Lecky : “  Printing has secured the intellectual 
{>UurVements Past> and furnished a sure guarantee of
reri(] 0 Progress. Gunpowder and military machines have 
frfritfi 1 t 1̂0 Hiumph of barbarians impossible. Steam has
areD [laHons in the closest bonds.” But these inventions 
—not° f Ct3- tbe iutollect, experiment, and investigation 
invent’ re *fP°n, credulity, and faith. Many of our great 
frehiev'0113’ many  our discoveries, many of our noble 
the wCT nts* tbo Church has denounced and rojected as 
the ¡nr n ^he T)evil. Does history bear witness that 

a minor agency in the civilization of
The  ̂  ̂ ^

drawin J>roSress of our nineteenth century, which is now 
l o l l o p  to a close, lias been .almost miraculous. Invention
s®om« Inv°ution ; improvement, im provem ent; until tlicro 4. _ 8 to 1)0 ~~ _ P rl  mi - _____ _______ ___•___no end of them. Tho average man enjoys 

in which formerly a monarch could not
aPplied' w )*’ Hrccs havo boen discovered and marvellously 
harnes ’ i ' '  ‘ nd, current, steam, and lightning have been 
JuC  <<Tuand ens]avcd v .  man for man. Says John 
frezzar‘ Tho progress mado in locomotion from Ncbuchad- 
Mthwh° "^"drew Jackson’s day is as nothing compared 
This w at\We bavo accomplished within tho last fifty years.” 
i°*fred °nde.rbd improvement in methods of travel has 
r<frfrotoC° n.lncnt?. crossed seas and lands, and connected 
telep̂ Q rc®[0n3 tho earth. Again, the telegraph and tho 
between)!"ilvc csta'dished almost instant communication 
this adv *° most w‘doly separated points. Tho results of 
manif0, r co®°nt in communication and in locomotion aro 
acflfr;um a b!lh’ greatest of all, it has made nations 
thomi a tT fl^ h  0110 an°tiier> and aroused sympathy among 
6hip ar 1 v. same time crushing out jealousy and partisan- 
eriCo,ira< ] 6 s.PHit of war resulting therefrom. It has 
°auSe , ° cd arbitration, so that now wo can with good 
tease. ôrward to the time when war shall actually 
«¡ties h- b° cloctric light flooding tho streets of our great 
Plishefl m rendercd life and property secure, and accom- 

com} •°ro/ oward3 the elimination of crimo than have 
. 'frorlu t’r d teachings of the clergy. Now what were 

c'Hes aj, . i  darkest and most wretched corners of our 
tfroro yJrj , ] . utni.nated by a fairer and a thousand times 
Co,,lden- lant bSbt b̂an formerly tho richost monarch

en Hme, when religion reigned, it w^s thought

that pestilence and disease were caused by an angry deity. 
Thus the story of the “  Iliad ” is founded on the pestilence 
caused by the wrath of A pollo; and thus .¿Eneas was com­
pelled by a deadly and withering pestilence sent by the 
gods to vacate Crete; and so, too, even up to the time of 
the nineteenth century, although the roads were unpaved 
and undrained, and dead cats and dogs ornamented the 
public streets, and slaughter-houses and tanneries were 
allowed to thrive in thickly-populated districts, neverthe­
less the people never failed to send up incessant prayers 
and earnest appeals to heaven; and heaven sent no relief. 
Then, after thousands and thousands perished, after misery, 
after suffering, men finally came to their senses. They 
found that the air which we breathe is full of little germs 
of diseases ; that these microbes, when they light in real 
filthy places, hatch into little insects, and increase and 
thrive; that these insects actually live upon us at our own 
expense, and that if we wish to live we must destroy these 
germs. And when they learned all this they cleaned the 
streets, banished slaughter-houses and tanneries to country 
districts, appointed health officers, established quarantines; 
and God did not trouble them with any more plagues. In 
place of prayers offered to an offended deity, we have 
hospitals, physicians, amd boards of health; in place of 
faith-cure, charms, and holy waters, wo have the miracles 
of surgery and the science of medicine, to which we well 
might say:—

Hail, great Physician of the world ! All hail !
Hail, mighty infant ! who in years to come
Shall heal tho nations and defraud tho tomb.

And, furthermore, with the decline and tho extinction of 
cruelties and of persecutions, taught by the discoveries of 
evolution, wo have learned that all animal life is related, 
that all men aro brothers; and this great and natural 
revelation has resulted in a spirit of altruism never before 
excelled. All these benefits, and many more, can be traced 
to the awakened intellect. What remains for religion ?

A. G. Osgood.

THE BIBLE AND WOMAN.

The story in Genesis plainly shows that it was not the 
original purposo o f God to make any woman. He made 
Adam and the animals and all inanimate things, and said 
that he had completed bis job, and had plainly carried out 
his original design, when he noticed that Adam needed 
what the Yankees call a “ help” to this day, and the woman 
was made, not for any interest or consideration of her own, 
but purely for the benefit o f maD, and the woman was 
brought to tho man exactly like the animals had been, and 
was presented to Adam in tho same stylo, and for the same 
purpose, that the animals had been.

The Bible says that God breathed into Adam, and that 
Adam became a “  living s o u l b u t  there is no intimation 
that Eve had any more soul than aDy of the other animals 
that had been made for, and presented to. Adam.

It is carefully explained to us how old Adam lived, and 
how and when he d ie d ; but no allusion is made to the 
death o f Eve, any more than to any other of the animal race.

From the fact that no mention is made o f Eve having had 
a soul.it was once contended by the early Christian Church 
that women had no souls, and they wero openly despised and 
abused by tho most prominent of the early Church Fathers 
because they were a temptation to men to sin.

Never until Infidelity began to get in its civilizing influence 
upon Christianity did woman get to be regarded as she now 
is by all persons, except such as the Presbyterians in question, 
upon whom tho debasing influence of the Christian religion 
is still active.

It took an Infidel like Robert Burns to say :—
IIo triod on man his pronlico ban’,
And then ho mado the lassies, O.

No woman was allowed to write a line in the Bible, and 
there is no allusion in the whole Bible to any female an gel; 
and while men aro plainly said to have gone to heaven, 
there is not, in tho whole Bible, any remotest intimation 
tliat any woman ever went to heaven.

The career of Cain, who was a murderer, is plainly given : 
but there is no mention at all that Adam and Eve over haa 
any daughter.

It is said of Ahab that he had soventy sons, but no 
mention is made of his having had any daughters.

The great heroes and exemplars of the Bible had harems 
of women just as the Turks do, and as the Mormons did 
until stopped by the Government.—C C. Moore," Blue Gran 
Blade."

Do not as tho world does, but as you think it should do.
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THE BISHOP’S COMPLAINT TO THE SYNOD.

[At the recent Riverina Anglican Synod the Bishop complained
that £1,000 per annum had been offered him. He was now told he
would not receive more than £500.]
T h e  gentle pastor, in his peaceful British parish, heard the 

call
That, from the under-world, came up for one to save. He 

oped his ears,
Raised his kindly eye«, and calmly murmured : “  0  Lord, 

■what is the guerdon 1”
And once again the wail came from under-sea full charged 

with fiscal im port:
“  Ten golden centuries of sovereigns shall be thine to guide 

our souls aright.”
Humbly he rose and said : “ Lord, I take on Tby Southern 

Cross. Forth I’ll go
And face the untamed Kangaroos and other quadrupeds, 

and do my mightiest to win
Thine erring sons in that land where birds are mute and sin 

and infamy abounding.”
He came, the courtly Bishop, and labored hard to teach his 

Riverina sons
The art of knocking down a cheque for glory of the Lord 

and His true servant,
Instead of honoring the custom of chronic inhibition of 

“ blue ruin.”
But, lo ! those sinful ones were deaf to his good words, and 

turned not
From their way, nor ceased their playful course of wild, 

hilarious guzzle.
And a bank crash came, and the invested funds of the 

Established Church
Gave forth not more than half the promised stipend. And 

the goodly man
Was sore at heart, and filled with trials and tribulations 

thereanent.
And then ho stood before the Synod and declaimed at the 

baseness of his trust
Being thus abused. And there, too, uprose a simple one, 

who said : “ Oh, brother,
Why mockest thou at five hundred quid when many in this 

country homeless range,
And penniless as was our Master ?” But quick his Lordship 

fixed him with a look,
And cried, in ringing tones, ’neath which the mild one 

quailed : “ Stow thy gaff,
For now-a-days wo bishops have to hustle for our grub.” 

And the Synod
Smiled approvingly, and, having thus affirmed tho principle, 

piously adjourned
For creature comforts—the only heavenly bliss upon this 

wicked, wicked planet.
—Sydney Bulletin. D. H.

B O O K  C H A T .

T he fragment of papyrus containing a part of the Logia 
of the Lord discovered by Messrs, Greenfell and Hunt, at 
Uxyrhynchus in Egypt, has been published. Its contents 
are entirely in favor of its genuineness. One is of great 
interest, as proving the Egyptian and mythical character of 
the early Jesus saga. It runs thus, the gaps being due to 
obliterations in the document:—“ Jesus saith, wherever 
there are . . . .  and there is one . . . .  alone, I 
am with him. Raise the stone and there thou shalt find me, 
cleave the wood and I am there.” This important text at 
once takes us back to pre-Christian pantheistic ideas. The 
fragmentraay lie connected with the Gospel of tho Egyptians, 
which said that Christ would come “ when two shall do one, 
and the male with tho female neither male nor female.” Next 
week we shall deal with these “ Sayings of Jesus” at greater

This find, as we say, is genuine. But all are not so. Pro­
fessor U. Kauffmann, in the Beitrage zur Allgemeinen Zeitung 
(Munich), calls attention to a document from Egypt describ­
ing a list of people entering Jerusalem on New Year’s Day in 
the year 27. Of course the names of Jesus and some of the 
apostles are there, and the fortunate finder only wanted 
20,000 marks for the document. Piofessor Kauffmann shows 
that that it is 1,000 years later than the finder pretends, and 
n  fers not to Jerusalem, but Cairo, being a list of taxes paid 
by the Jewish community there.

*  *  *

Mr. J. M. Robertson issues numbers ten and eleven of his 
Papers for the People (Forder, London; one penny each). 
They deal with the Population Question and Railway 
Nationalization, and are written with force and ability,

though the tone is perhaps more urgent than persuasi'’®' 
Mr. Robertson is rather too impatient with illogical pe°P ' 
who must be converted in some way if reforms  ̂are Jo 
achieved, since they constitute the great majority of ™ 
population. On the other hand, it must be admitted tn® 
he generally advances strong arguments based uP° 
adequate information. We hope the circulation of tbe* 
pamphlets is sufficiently encouraging. They ov er  a wb 
range of subjects, and should do great service in , 
propaganda of Freethought and political and socw 
progress.

* * *
The Church in the old days inculcated reverence by 

making folk prostrate themselves on their marrow-bone- 
In some old Instructions for  a Parish Priest we read

No mon in churche stonde schal 
Ny lene to pyler ny to wal,
But fayre on knees they schalo hem sette,
Knelynge doun upon the (lette.

* * *
Those who believe that this is the best of all P093*̂ ® 

worlds, and that in particular England has no eaiis0 
for jubilation in this record reign, should get FA« " ' “L 
Slaves o f England (J. Bowden, 10 Henrietta-street,W.C.)> 
read the account which Mr. Sherard gives of the AIK 
workers, nail makers, slipper makers, wool combers, win 
lead workers, and chain makers of Christian England. ‘ ' 
Sherard has doubtless gone to the most murderous trad » 
and probably selected some of the worst instances of t ” j 
trades in illustration of the horrible white slavery b°u 
up with our boasted industrial system. Mr. Sherard h»s 
eye for the sensational, but he also has an eye for tbe ,, J 
Some of his painful statements may bo minimized, but 
mass have the clear impress of truth, and compel the re»1 , 
to echo Huxley’s words: “ That if all our knowledge a 
wealth are to make no difference in the extent and *n^ DtLjl 
of want, with its concomitant degradation, he would * 
the advent of some kindly comet which would sweep 1 
whole affair away as a desirable consummation.”

A notable passage in this most painful book is where* jj 
Sherard, after telling how many of the Bromsgrove . t 
makers, to earn a bare subsistence, have to work all D ^  
as well as day for several nights in the week, adds : ’
in spite o f all these woes and worries, the Broinsg 
nailers are a contented, resigned, and God-fearing r 
‘ Ise thankful for what I gets,’ said an old man to 
Another, at Sidemoor, said : ‘ I have never had my
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here, but when I get to heaven I shall get my reward, ^  
my oppressor will get his. The workman is worthy® ^  
hire, and I - I  am living in the hopes of heaven.’ T ien0or 
sound I heard as I left Bromsgrove was tho voice of » P 
old woman, bowed, and almost blind, who was working j  
her forge. She was singiDg in an enthusiasm of b°Pe 
fervor, ‘ The Lord will provide.’ ”

* * * .t[i
Mr. Sherard notices the association o f killing work 

drink. He says : “  A man who, by the nature of his -  
is unable to cat anything, or to retain anything, roust ^ ¡9 
his energies alive with stimulants. It is deplorable)  ̂
fatal ; but it is so. Let Chadband, instead o f (leP|0̂  
effect—drunkenness—rather join us in deploring can jj|0 
degradation and unnatural conditions of lifo._ be ^¡j 
temperanco reformers legislate against tho thing9 ]lCrCi 
make; for drunkenness, and do away with factories w  ̂
as Dr. Bellew of St. Helen’s said, ‘ the men cannot t 
unless they are half drunk.’ ” But ho does not notice 
religion is as much an anodyne or stimulant as d n °  > 
that the sky-pilot serves the purpose of the oppre3 io 
preaching contentment on earth and compensati "  . ¡c 
heaven. Mr. Sherard’s work is illustrated with f5 A, of 
pictures by H. Piffard. Those who have had overno 5̂ o 
our recent jubilation may do well to look at the sean^ £jC. 
of the fiicture, the horriblo blots upon our civibzai 
hibited in The White Slaves o f England.

* * * g£tJ, Of
Despite tho old rhyme, “ l ’leaso to remember the ^ see

November, Gunpowder Treason and Plot,” we co 
reason why gunpowder treason should entirely oe ..jgj it 
But Father Gerard, of the Society of Jesus, has w 
otherwise. Priests, o f course, have no lineage, thoug ^ is 
for their nephews ; and Father Gerard, of Farro-s pa^et 
understood to be a collateral descendant of the 
Gerard who swore the conspirators—Catesby, Percy» j
Wright, and Fawkes—to silence, after celebrating . gt. 
mass in Fawkes’s lodgings, Butcher’s-row, bem wl>eI’ 
Clement’s Danes. Father Gerard tho first 8l°PcJ p #tbef 
he heard of a warrant against him, and last ye ()atho'*cS 
Gerard the second issued a book suggesting that < a 
had nothing to do with the Gunpowder Plot, whi . fj oi 
device of the wicked Sir Robert Cecil, the first 
Salisbury, to damage the poor innocent Jesuits.

* * * prfbe*
Now Dr. Samuel Rawson Gardiner comes bebm
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the second, and, in his just-issued_ What Gunpowder 
* lot IPhs (Longman’s), simply pulverizes him. Dr. Gardiner 
produces the evidence from the State records, and he finds 
rather Gerard’s case “  absolutely worthless.” Cecil had no 
occasion to plot for place, power, or popularity. He possessed 
ttiem already. Father Gerard made difficulties where none 
existed, and in seeking to explode accepted history he has 

succeeded in exposing Jesuit methods of dealing with

*  *  *

course, it should be said the Catholid were not all 
responsible for the conspirators, and that, as_ a body, they 
had great provocations, their priests being exiled and their 
religion suppressed, despite promises of toleration. It must 
™ urged, too, that any confessions made by Guy 1 awkes 

nen under torture were valueless as evidence. But r ather 
i rard's attempt only suggested how difficult it is to 

elucidate the exact facts of history, which is a strange 
1 ltion for the priest of a religion claiming to be historical, 
u this case, however, Dr. Gardiner, at the Record Office, is 
j 6 to cite original documents ; while there are no original 
' °cuments known in connection with the alleged history of 
Jesus Christ.

* * *
i I he Daily News, reviewing The Dawn o f Modem Geography, 
. y C. R. Beazley, says : “ The chief interest of such a book 
s tn the glimpses it gives us of the Dark Ages. Our 
esctionaries, who love darkness rather than light, are attem-“ -«^empting to reverse the verdict which four centuries have 

Agreed to pass on media? val times, when science had become 
juere childish guesses and religion a decaying superstition.

he early Christian geography was got from an ignorant 
2tudy of the Bible. Moses made the Israelitish tabernacle 
h°m patterns shown him in the Mount, and it must there- 
r ’r® be a type of the earth. According to Cosmas, who 
wrote his Christian Topography in the time of Justinian, 
the fancy of a round worid abolishes the kingdom ot 

heaven and the future stato, and makes of none effect the 
resurrection of Christ.’

* * *
."The believers in' the Antipodes were only to be classed 

Jdh Jews, Manichreans, Samatarians, and other heretics, 
toe book of Genesis, with the true instinct of biblical 

tence, tells us of the generation of the heaven and the 
K-rt l7~.that is, obviously, says Cosmas, of everything con- 
uined in both. But the old wives’ fable of the Antipodes 

,,°uld make the heaven surround and include the earth, ana 
Word would have to be changed, ‘ These are the 

stoerations of the sky.’ All Scripture, moreover, Cosmas 
, utends, clinches the case against the Antipodes. Jb 
„0^, indeed, could rain be described as falling^ < 

descending” in regions where it could only be saul to 
come up.” ' The flatness and immutability of the earth 

»re founded, he says, on God’s stability, and the heaven is 
•L belied like a skin covering over our world, and glued to 

6 edges of it at the horizon.”

THE WOES OF THE RITUALISTS.
TO THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.”

Sir,—Mr. Xavier Field says that “ Mr. Fillingham shows 
the absurdity of Mr. Brinckman’s denial that the Greeds were 
given to the Church of England by Act of Parliament.” 
Perhaps Mr. Field will try and be fair enough to print my 
rejoinder to Mr. Fillingham, and leave your readers to judge 
for themselves in the matter. As for “ nine out of ten of 
the clergy of the Church of England being either veiled_ or 
open apists of the Papists," such an assertion is an absurdity, 
which beats anything I ever perpetrated.

A rthur Brinckman.

P R O F A N E  J O K E S .

During a trial a young lad who was called as a witness was 
asked if he knew the obligation of an oath, and where he 
would go if he told a lie. He said he supposed he should go 
where all the lawyers went.

“ Well John,” said a minister to one of his hearers, “  I hope 
you hold family worship regularly?” “ Aye, Sir,” answered 
John, “ in time o’ year o’r.” “ In time o’ year o’r ! What 
do you mean?” “ Ye ken, Sir, we canna see in winter.’ , 
“ But, John, you should buy candles.” “ Aye, Sir,” replied 
John, “ but in that case, I’m afraid, the cost would owergang 
the profit!”

An old negro was out in a field near Charleston when the 
earthquake came. At the first shock he was frightened 
almost to death, and as the earth began to shake and tremble 
he dropped down on his knees and prayed: “ Oh, Lord! 
come and help dis poh nigger. Oh, Lord, come quick ! 
come yourself ! Don't sen’ your son. Dis am no place for 
chillen !”

This story reminds us of the German, who, when told at a 
revival meeting that God had died for him, remarked: “  Vot, 
de old man ! I have always believed dat it vas one of de 
poys !”

A little boy, upon asking his mother how many Gods there 
were, was instantly answered by his younger brother: 
“ Why, one, to bo sure.” But how do you know that?” 
inquired the other. “ Because,” lie replied, “ God fills every 
place, so there is no room for anyone else.” This boy is cited 
by an orthodox paper as a genuine theologian. We fear he 
may turn out a Pantheist as bad as Schaeffer, who wrote :

God in my being is involved 
As I in the divine ;

I help to make His Being up 
As much as He docs mine.

CORRESPONDENCE,
COWARDLY AGNOSTICISM.

^ To THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER”
Uie {•’|~~90Wardice, which has so often taken refuge under 

relw on> now in a pretence to culture and 
lilyj , 1Qds a more showy mantle in Agnosticism. The
true '¡ered Ethical Cultunst sees that Christianity is not 
lla, ’ ^ t  will never undertake to say that it is false. He 
qUes,, Vast realm into which ho always retires when any 
Mrs (?n ari‘ses which is likely to disturb the equanimity of 
know ’ rJ,n<ly— the realm of human ignorance. He does not 
^rBKon e-^ler on ^ ie °ther side of the moon there is a red 
8°1<J w?th blue wings, seven round-square crowns on a 
t&k,. and eyes before and behind ; so ho will under-
&We of r 10 aflirm nor deny. He will talk with reverential 
on i„ .j 6 Great Mystery of the Unknowable, and will go 
toent n?.fia“ e breath to proclaim the triumphs of onlighten- 
alao pi«:‘! l have- in fact, been won by Freethinkers, being 
cnfi 1 » ‘ ospeakers on the mysteries which form so fine a 
hiean I lor humbugs. Dr. Sexton said: “ Agnostic 

'gnoramuB, or humbug.” I suspect he was right.
P l a in s p e a k e r .

MORAL i n s t r u c t i o n  c o n f e r e n c e .
o  To THE e d ito r  ok “ t h e  f r e e t h in k e r .”

, IjfisOouf r‘ 1 rederic Harrison has consented to preside at 
" *°h in tl r^!ICe delegates 011 the subject of Moral Instruc- 
VPportun’ ii ” oard schools. It is not often wo can enjoy the 
bttieyK .a united meeting of Secularists, Positivists,
*h0 > .Socialists, Radicals, etc., and I trust all societies
Policy w;|,n Reneral sympathy with our Moral Instruction 
n^dted 1 vund rePresentatives. Delegates only will be 
town i f ‘n >,e meet in the Board Room of the Holborn 

,aH, Monday, July 19, at 8 p.m. F. J. Goui.d.

Religious Evolution.
The philosophy of natural history in its most primitive 

form is universally the philosophy of animism—or the philo­
sophy which ascribes to all living things the attributes of 
the human soul. This having been clearly noted, the neixt 
thing we have to observe is that, with advancing culture, 
such philosophy departs from its primitive realism. The 
souls of living things, although they still continue to be 
regarded as personal, cease to be fixed to any definite 
corporeal abodes; they are now something more than 
spirits ineirnato ; they begin to assume the nature of gods. 
The sundry forces and processes of nature having been 
severally relegated to the dominion of personal deities, 
plants, and animals, although still invested with innumer­
able superstitious ideas surviving from more primitive 
stages of thought, now take a place in the general system 
of things subordinate to the over-ruling gods. Animism 
thus becomes transformed into theology, and the natural 
history of observation gives place to the natural history of 
myth.—G. J. Romanes.

How to  Help Us.
(1) Get your newsagent to take a few copios of the Freethinker and

try to sell them, guaranteeing to take the copies that 
remain unsold.

(2) Take an extra copy (or more), and circulate it among your
acquaintances.

(3) Leave a copy of tho Freethinker now and then In the train, the
car, or tho omnibus.

(4) Display, or got displayed, one of our contents-shoots, which are
of a convenient size for the purpose. Mr. Fordor will 
sond them on application.

(5) Distribute some of our choap tracts in your walks abroad, at
public meetings, or among tho audiences around stroot- 
comer preachers.

(6) Got your newsagent to exhibit tho Freethinker in the window.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.
[Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, and 

be marked “ Lecture Notice,” if not sent on post-card.]
LONDON.

The Athen.t:um Hall (73 Tottenham Court-road, W .) : 7.30, 
C. Cohen, “  Religion and Science.”

Bradlaugh Club and Institute (36 Newington Green-road. Ball’s 
P ond): 7.15, H. P. Ward, “ Shall we Live after we are Dead?” 8.30, 
Quarterly meeting. July 17, at 9, Performance by Dramatic Class of 
I've Written to Broion.

Open-Air Propaganda.
Camberwell (Station-road): 11.30, E. Pack.
Camberwell Branch (Peckham R y e ): 3 15, E. Pack. 
Clerkenwell Green (Finsbury Branch) : 11.30, H. P. Ward. 
Edmonton (Angel-road): 7, Stanley Jones, “ Lord Salisbury and Evo­

lution.”
Finsbury Park (near band-stand)—Finsbury Park Branch: 3.15, 

H. P. Ward, “ From Wesleyan Pulpit to 8edular Platform.” 
Hammersmith (The Grove, near S.W.R. station): 7, R. P. Edwards, 

“  The Unknown God.”
Hyde Park (near Marble A rch ): 11.30, J. Fagan; 3.30, R. P. 

Edwards, “  The Unknown God.”
Kilburn (High-road, corner of Victoria-road) : 7, R. Rosetti. 
Kingsland (Ridley-road, near Dalston Junction): 11.30, Stanley 

Jones, “ God and Man.”
Limehouse (Triangle, Salmon lane): 11.30, F. Haslam. July 20, at

8.30, O. Cohen.
Mile End Waste: 11.30, W . J. Ramsey : 7, F. Haslam. July 21, at 8, 

H. P. Ward.
Victoria Park (near the fountain): 3.15, 0. Cohtn.
W ood Green (Jolly Butchers’ H ill): 11.30, C. Cohen, “ The Teach­

ings of Jesus.”
COUNTRY.

Chatham Secular Hall (Queen’s-road, New Brompton) : 7, A. B. 
Moss, “  If Jesu3 Christ Came to Chatham, what would he Find ?”

Ox Hill and Stanley (West Stanley Board Schools): July 17, at 
6, Important business meeting; 7, A lecture.

Pontypridd (28 Middle-street, Trallwn): Meetings every Sunday 
evening. Discussion invited.

Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockinpham-ntreet): 
Members’ and friends’ excursion to Snake Inn for Kinder Scout, Derby­
shire. Meet at 9.15, corner of Arundel and Norfolk-streets. Carriages 
will leave punctually at 9.30. Return fare, gentlemen 3s., ladies 2s. 9d. 

South Shields (Captain Duncan’s Navigation School, King-street):
7.30, Financial statement.

Open-Air Propaganda.
Chatham (corner of Lines) : 11.15, A. B. Moss, “ Two Revelations.”

Lecturers’ E ngagem ents.
0. Cohen, 12 Merchant-street, Bow-road. London.—July 18, m„ 

Wood Green ; a., Victoria Park ; e., Athenteum Hall. 25, m., Kingsland ; 
a , Finsbury Park. August 1, m., Camberwell; a., Peckham Rye. 8, 
m., Mile End ; a., Victoria Park ; e , Edmonton.

A. B. Moss. 44 Oredon-road. London, S.K.—July 18, m. and a., New 
Brompton. 25, m., Wood Green; e., Edmonton. August 8, m., 
Camberwell; a., Peckham Rye. 22, a., Peckham Bye. 22, m., Wood 
Green. 29, Edmonton.

J. Fagan, 48 Popham-road, New North-road. London, N.—July 18, 
m., Hyde Park. August 8, a.. Harrow ; e., Kilburn. September 19, 
e., Hammersmith. 23, m., Hyde Park.

J. T. Thurlow, 350 Old Ford-road, London, E.—September 5, Lime- 
house.

E. Pack, 90 Camden-street. Camden-road, N.W.—July 18, m., 
Camberwell ; a., Peckham Rye. 25, m., Mile End.

H. P. W ard , Leighton Hall. N.W.—July 18, m., Cleikenwell Green; 
a., Finsbury Park ; e., Bradlaugh Club. 25, m., Camberwell, Station- 
road ; a , Peckham Rye.

POSITIVISM.
NEW CASTLE-ON-TYNE.— Church of Humanity, St.

Mary’s-place. Service and Discourse every Sunday evening at 7.
SUNDERLAND.— Church cl Humanity, 25 Blandfurd-

street. Service and discourse every Sunday afternoon at 3.15.
WEST HARTLEPOOL.—Druids’ Hall, Tower-street.

Meeting for inquirers, conducted by Mr. Malcolm Quin, first Wednesday 
of every month at 7.30.

Information and literature may be obtained from Mr. Malcolm Quin, 
Church of Humanity, Newcastle-on-Tyne, who will be willing to consider 
applications to deliver lectures on Positivism gratuitously and without 
expense, where such lectures may be desired.

Q TAN TO N , the People’s Dentist, 335 Strand (opposito
O  Somerset House).—TEETH on VULCANITE, 2s. 6d. each; upper 
or lower set, £1. Beat Quality, 4s. each ; upper or lower, £2. Completed 
in four hours when required; repairing or alterations in two hours 
If you par more than the above, they are fancy charges. Teeth oc 
platinum, 7s. 8d. each; on 18 ct. gold, 16s.; stopping, 2s. 6d.; extraction, 
l a . ; painless by gas, ti.

UNIGRAPHIC SHORTHAND is the Biiefest and most
Perfect of all Systems. Parts I. to VII. now ready. Cd. post 

free. P. W. Baldwin, O.M., Aehton-on-Bilble,

Price Fourpence,

BIBLE AND BEER
BY

G . W . F O O T E .
C o n t e n t s :—

Drink Traffic and Local Veto
Christian Methods of Reformation
Old Divines on the Lawfulness of Drinking
Paley and Sydney Smith
Church Opposition to Temperance Movement
Bible Drinks
Scriptural Praises of Wino 
Jesus and the Wine Miracle 
The Last Supper 
Communion Port 
The Two-Wine Theory 
Religion and Intoxication 
Religious Drinking in the Bible 
Water-Drinking Heretics 
Christianity and Mohammedanism 
Church Drinks
Absurdity of Bible Temperance 
Appeal to Common Sense

This pamphlet should he in the hands of every Freethinker fif 
constant use against the upholders of the absurd claims oj if 
Bible and Christianity in regard to Temperance. No Pal 
have been spared to make it complete and unanswerable.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E-C.

COLONEL INGERSOLL’S LECTURE.

ABOUT THE HOLY BIBLE.
Price Sixpence.

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.THE BEST BOOK
ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, I  BELIE V i ,

TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND 
PRACTICE OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

By J. B. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.S.S.
160 pages, with portrait and autograph, bound in sloth, gilt

Pries It., post fret. .¡¡|
% * I n o r d e r t i ....................... "  ‘

most important; 
at one penny, p
a dozen post free. vtaUztb

The National Reformer of 4th Ssptember, 1892, pay«: “ Mr & ^ e0. 
pamphlet . . .  is an almost unexceptionable statement of 
Malthusian theory and practice . . . and throughout appeal« W1 ¡¡ec- 
feeling. . . . The special value of Mr. Holmes’ service to t£ 
Maithnsian cause and to unman well-being generally is just m8 0f,l

tatement of the physical »0“ , ^  itt of a plain statementnation in his ;
need for family limitation with a plain account of the means oy "  . $s  
can be seemed, and an offer to all concerned of th* requisites 
lowest possible prices.”  „ontt.*®“

The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. Dryidale, Dr. A ll“0 
otherr, have also spoken of it in very high torms. , „ JC.O-

The Trade supplied by R. Forder, 28 Stoneoutter-etieet, Lonu » 
Other orders should be sent to the author.
J. R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAGE,

W. J. RendeU’s “ Wife’s Frienf’’
Recommended by Mrs. Besant in Law i f  Population,
AUbntt in Wife’s Handbook, p. SI. Made only at No. 15 V. J»rb'e‘ 
street, Olerkenwell; 2s. per doz., poBt free (reduction 1 
quantities). For particulars send stamped envelope.

I M P O R T A N T  C A U T I O N .  ^
Beware of useless imitat'oui substituted by »ome dealers ®nd c .oBSl/ 
the words “ Rendell & Go ”  and “  J. W. Rendall,”  etc., being 8P 
and plausibly introduced to deceive the public.

Look for A utograph R egistered T rade Mark

No. 182,688-
in Ned I nk cn each Bo x , without which None abb aEIir1^  ¿j,

Higginson’s Syringe, with Vertical and Reverse Current, j 8, &
and 6s. 6d. Dr. Palfrey’s Powder, Is. 2d. Quinine 
Dr. Allbutt’s Quinin« Powders, 8s. per doz. A ll prices po«« < ' ^  Qt

W. J. RENDELL, 15 Cbadwell-st., Clerksnwell.
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Works by Colonel R. G. Ingersoll,
Some M ista k e s  of  M oses. 

The only complete edition in 
England. Accurate as Colenso, 
and fascinating as a novel. 132 pp. 
Is. Superior paper, cloth Is. 6d. 

Defence of F r e e th o u g h t . 
■A. Five Hours’ Speech at the Trial

C. B. Reynolds for Blasphemy. 6d.
The G ods. 6d.
The H oly  B ib l e . 6d.
Reply to G l a d st o n e . W it h

a Biography by J. H. Wheeler. Id.
Rome or  R easo n  1 A Reply

to Cardinal Manning. 4d.
Crimes a g a in s t  C r im in a l s . 

8d.
Oration on  W a l t  W h it m a n . 8d.
Oration  on  V o l t a ir e . 3d. 
Abraham  L in c o ln . 3d. 
Ia in e  th e  P io n e e r . 2d.
Hum anity ’s D e b t  to  T h o m a s  

Paine. 2d.
Lrnest R e n a n  a n d  J esu s  

Ohhibt. 2d.
¿ rue R elig io n . 2d.

he T hree  P h il a n t h r o p is t s . . 2d.
Rove the  R e d e e m e r . 2d.. - m
18 Suicide  a  S in  1 2d.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonccutter-Btreet, E.C.

L a s t  W ords  on  S u ic id e . 2d 
G od  a n d  t h e  S t a t e . 2d. 
W h y  a m  I  a n  A g n o s t ic ?

Part I. 2d.
W h y  a m  I  a n  A g n o s t ic !

Part II. 2d.
F a it h  a n d  F a c t . Reply to

Dr. Field. 2d
G od  a n d  Man. Second reply 

to Dr. Field. 2d.
T h e  D y in g  C r e e d . 2d.
T h e  L im it s  of T o l e r a t io n  

A  Discussion with the Hon. F. D. 
Ooudert and Gov. S. L. Woodford. 
2d.

T h e  H o u seh o ld  of F a it h . 
2d.

A r t  a n d  M o r a l it y . 2d.
Do I  B l a sp h e m e  2d.
T h e  C l e r g y  a n d  C ommon  

Sense. 2d.
S o c ial  S a l v a t io n . 2d. 
M a r r ia g e  a n d  D iv o r c e . 2d. 
S k u l l s . 2d.
T h e  G r e a t  M is t a k e . Id . 
L iv e  T opics . Id .
M y t h  ¿.n d  M ir a c l e . Id . 
R e a l  B l a s p h e m y . Id . 
R e p a ir in g  t h e  I dols . Id . 
C h r ist  a n d  M ir a c l e s . Id . 
C r e e d s  <fc S p ir it u a l it y . Id .

Recently published, price 3d., by post 4d.,

THE

Secularist’s Catechism.
4)1 Exposition of Secular Principles, showing their Relation to 

the Political and Social Problems of the Day.

London :

By  CHARLES W ATTS
(Vice-President o f  the National Secular Society)»

Watts it Co., 17 Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, E.C

Yol. I ,  cloth gilt, 216 pp., 28. Cd., post free,

CRIMES OF CHRISTIANITY.
&U:

G. W. FOOTE a n d  J. M. WHEELER.
dreds of exact References to Standard Authorities. No pains spared 

to make it a complete, trustworthy, final, unanswerable 
^ Indictment of Christianity.

K o n C * * 8 •—b  Christ to Constantine; 2, Constantine to Hypatia; 3, 
7, c rj; j ) ’ '*> Pious Forgeries ; 6, Pious Frauds ; 6, Rise of the Papacy; 

Ca the Popes ; 8, Persecution of the Jews; 9, The Crusades.

London: R. Fordcr, 28 Stonocutter-streot, E.C.

^  1’rico Sixpence,

THE BIRTH OF CHRIST.
A CHAPTER FROM

Strauss’s Original “ Life o f  Jesus.”
W ITH AN INTRODUCTION BY

^  G. w . FOOTE.
0s  ̂ Thorough Analysis and Exposure of tho Gospel 

Story by a Master Hand.)

London : R. Fordor, 28 Stonecutter-stroet, E.C. 

Recently published, price Twopence,

Solution & Christianity.
B y C . C O H E N .

London : R, Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

WORKS BY G. W. FOOTE.

Flowera of Freethought. First Series, 221 pp., bound in cloth, 
2s. 6d. Second Series, 302 pp., bound in cloth, 2s. 6d.

Bible Handbook for Freethinkers and Inquiring Christians.
[Edited in conjunction with W. P. Ball.] Superior edition, 
on superfine paper, bound in cloth, 2s.

Was Jesus Insane? A Searching Inquiry into the Mental 
Condition of the Prophet of Nazareth. Id.

Royal Paupers. Showing what Royalty does for the People, 
and what the People do for Royalty. 2d.

Philosophy of Secularism. 3d.
Atheism and Morality. 2d.
The Bible God. 2d.
Interview with the Devil. 2d.
The Dying Atheist. A Story. Id.
Bible Romances. New Edition. Revised and largely re-written. 

(1) Creation Story, 2d.; (2) Eve and the Apple, Id.; (3) Cain 
and Abel, Id.; (4) Noah’s Flood, Id.; (5) The Tower of Babel, Id.; 
(6) Lot’s Wife, Id.; (7) The Ten Plagues, Id.; (8) Tho Wandering 
Jews, Id.; (9) Balaam’s Ass, Id.; (10) God in a Box, Id.; (11) 
Jonah and the Whale, Id.; (12) Bible Animals, Id.; (13) A Virgin 
Mother, Id.; (14) The Resurroction, 2d.; (15) Tho Crucifixion, 
Id.; (16) John’s Nightmare, Id.

Romo or Atheism—the Great Alternative. 3d.
Letters to Jesus Christ. 4d.
What was Christ ? A Reply to J. S. Mill. 2d.
Christianity and Progress. A Reply to Mr. Gladstone. 2d. 
The Rev. Hugh Price Hughes’s Converted Atheist. A Lie 

in Five Chapters. Id.
Salvation Syrup; or, Light on Darkest England. A Reply

to General Booth. 2d.
The Impossible Creed. An Open Letter to Bishop Magee cn 

the Sermon on the Mount. 2d.
IngersoUism Defended against Archdeacon Farrar. 2d. 
Mrs. Besant’s Theosophy. A Candid Criticism. 2d. 
Secularism and Theosophy. A Rejoinder to Mrs. Besant. 2d. 

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Works by J. M. Wheeler.
Biographical Dictionary of Freethinkers of All Age3 and 

Nations. Containing the Lives of over 1,600 Men and 
Women of Light and Leading. Reduced to 5s.

Footsteps of the Past. Essays on Human Evolution in 
Religion and Custom. 3s.

Bible Studies. Essays on Phallic Worship, Circumcision, 
Blood Rites, Jewish Sacrifices, Taboos, Ordeals, Witch­
craft. Prophets, Song of Solomon, Etc. Cloth illustrated,
2s. Cd.

The Life and Writings of Voltaire. Is. paper; 2s. cloth. 
Secular Songs and Freethought Readings. Is.
The Christian Doctrine of Hell. 2d.
Satan, Witchcraft, and the Bible. 2d.
Types of Religionists. 2d.

London: R. Fordor, 28 Stonccuttor-stroot, E.C.

Price la.; bound in cloth, Is. 6d. post free,THE G-RiNI) OLD BOOK.
A  REPLY TO THE GRAND OLD MAN.

BY
G. W . F O O T E .

An Exhaustive Answer to tho Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone’s 
“  Impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture.”

London: R. Fordor, 28 Stonecutter-stroet, E.C.

Price Twopence,

Who Was the Father of Jesus?
BY

G . W . F O O T E .
London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-stroet, E.C.

Price Gd. paper, Is. cloth.

The Jewish Life of Christ.
SEPHER TOLDOTH JESHU.

WITH NOTES BY
G. W. FOOTE & J. M. WHEELER.

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E C.
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GUINEA COSTUMES.
21/- AH M ade t o  M ea su re . 2i\-

Patterns and Self-Measurement Form 
on Application.

100 HIGH-CLASS
COSTUME CLOTHS

to select from,

including all the Latest Designs and 
Colorings.

Every Garment cut to Customer’s special 
measures by first-class cutters, and made 
up by none but experienced hands, working 
under the best conditions.

NO SLOP WORK. NO SWEATING.

All Goods carefully packed and sent Carriage Paid.

Complete Costume, 21s. Skirt only, 10s. 6d.
Divided Skirts from  any o f  the 100 Patterns,

6s., or 2 for  1 Is. 6d.

J. W . GOTT, 2 & 4 Union Street, Bradford.
FLOWERS OF FREETHOUGHT.

G. W. FOOTE.
Second Series (cloth ), 2s. 6d.

Contents : — Luscious Piety—The Jewish Sabbath—Qod’s Day— 
Professor Stokes on Immortality—Paul Bert—Converting a Corpse— 
Bradlaugh’s Ghost—Christ and Brotherhood—The Sons of God—Mel- 
chizcdek—S’w’elp me God—Infidel Homes—Are Atheists Cruel ?—Are 
Atheists Wicked?—Rain Doctors—Pious Puerilities—“ Thus Saith the 
Lord ”—Believe or be Damned—Christian Charity—Religion and Money— 
Clotted Bosh—Lord Bacon on Atheism—Christianity and Slavery—Christ 
Up to Date—Secularism and Christianity—Altar and Throne—Martin 
Luther—The Praise of Folly—A Lost Soul—Happy in Hell—The Act of 
God—Keir Hardie on Christ—Blessed be ye Poor—Converted Infidels— 
Mrs. Booth's Ghost—Talmage on the Bible—Mrs. Besant on Death and 
After—The Poets and Liberal Theology—Christianity and Labor— 
Dueling—An Easter Egg for Christians—Down Among the Dead Men— 
Smirching a Hero—Kit Marlowe and Jesus Christ—Jehovah the Ripper— 
The Parson’s Living W age— Did Bradlaugh Backslide? — Frederic 
Harrison on Atheism—Save the Bible 1—Forgive and Forget—The Star 
of Bethlehem—The Great Ghost—Atheism and the French Revolution— 
Pigottism—Jesus at the Derby—Atheist Murderers—A Religion for 
Eunuchs—Rose-Water Religion.

Mr. S. P. Putnam s a y s :—
“  Flowers o f  Freethouyht are good books to take along on a journey. 

They are like a friend with whom you can talk for a while, and then keep 
a golden silence. You can pluck a ‘ Flower of Freethought ’ here and 
there, and read according to your own sweet will. Yon are not obliged 
to read continuously. You do not have to tackle a whole volume. You 
have a hundred articles to pick from, on a wide variety of subjects, and 
in every article yon will find the pbiloscpby of Freethought keenly and 
lucidly expressed........

“ These are just the books to pat into one's travelling bag. They 
are better than a summer novel, for, while equally entertaining, they aio 
also profoundly and variously instructive.”— Truthseeher (New York).

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Price One Shilling,

THEISM OR ATHEISM:
Which is the More Reasonable?

A PUBLIC DEBATE
BETWEEN

Mr. W. T. LEE, Lecturer to tho Christian KvideIlCfl 
Society,

AND
Mr. G. W. FOOTE, President of tho National S e ^  

Society. ,
Held in the Temperance Hall, Derby, May 15 and H>> ^

C h a ir m a n — J. W. PIPER, Editor o f  the Derby 
Telegraph.

REVISED BY BOTn DISPUTANTS.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-ßtreot, E-C

SECULAR SUNDAY-SCHOOL, FAILSWORTH, near
Maucnestsr. The above ScnoOD having become too small for the 

requirements of the members they are desirous of extending them. 
To raise the necessary funds—about £000—they are promoting a 
BAZAAR to he held at the end of October next. Contributions in 
money or articles from any Freethought well-wisher would he thank­
fully received.

n . T at dor, Sec., 458 Oldham-road, Failsworth.

Now Ready, Price Three Shillings,

FOOTSTEPS OF THE PAST.
ESSAYS ON H U M A N  EVOLUTION.

By J. M. WHEELER.

With an Introduction by Q . W. F oote .

“  The book is well done throughout.” — Weekly Times and

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-stroet,

Printed and Publlehed by G.W. Foot«, at Ï8 Stonccutter-i 
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