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THE OLD WAX NOSE.

V I.— Morals and Manners.
J*1’1- Farrar takes the position that “  the Bible is not 
homogeneous in its morality.” There is a higher and a 
‘“war; and, to use the fine but paradoxical metaphor of 
Milton, within the lowest deep a lower deep still opens its 
dreadful abyss of crime and brutality.. ---J KJKJ tuuio auu UUU/CMU/J', The same admis-
£cn.ls made by Professor Bruce, of the Free Church of 
p 0 and ; but this gentleman is more subtle than Dr. 
n , rar> and tries to save the reputation of the Bible by a 
a]l a Jle Piece of casuistical special-pleading. He does not 
CQ though he does not expressly deny, that the Bible 
distain? any immorality. What he does is to draw a 
jm̂ actl°n between high morality and low morality.

same 
man

^morality is sinning against your conscience. High 
tao^r ^ *-S act,’ nS right up to its noblest dictates. Low 
Stan 1 Uy *s conduct in honest conformity to the low 
Pro r a conscience but half-enlightened. When the 
®xd? • 6SS Deborah sings triumphantly over the infamous 
font01*1 dae ’̂ w^° invitod the fugitive Sisera into her 
0f , ’ ami assassinated him while he slept in the confidence 
Pre ^  a03P'tality, we must not say that either of those 
Sitocl.0U3 females was guilty of immorality. They were 
aPnW carr.ving out a low morality. And the 
mun l t0 ^ahorah’s exclamation : “  To evory n .. 
theiSC °r tw o”— meaning that the Jewish soldiers slew 
for rt]imal° cnem>es and dragged home a brace of maidens 
now Tw elves. Such conduct would be highly improper 
as tP ^Ut tt was all right then; at least it was as right 
later l .k "cwd and wo must not judge the actors by 
w0n, .ethical standards. So says Professor Bruce, and it 
a3 <*h 8 true enough if the Bible were not put forward 
G0cj, divine book, or if it ever reprehended tho infamies of 
He ,8. chosen people. But it does nothing of the kind; it 
appr̂ n3 Jael and Deborah in terms of absolute

terin' ^arraf  severely denounces tho Jewish wars of ex- 
as . “ »Mon in Palestine, regardless of tho fact— which is 
atro • °.as any other religious fact in tho Bible— that these 

ltles Vcro expressly commanded by Jehovah. Divinesw  u A y i O O O J ^  ^ W l i l l u a i l V A C L A  V V  U O U U V A U .  . L / A V I I l ü »

anj e' ended Mie massacre of tho Midianites, for instance, 
I’arr 0 appropriation of their unmarried women ; but Dr. 
that if Ca *s M>*ir arguments “  miserable pleas,” and adds 
With0 SUcl1 "  guilty and horriblo ” doings were “  recorded 
the J Ut ^lame,” it only shows that “  tho moral views of 
rudj ®sert tribes on such subjects were in this respect very 
of n °ntary.” Thcso desort tribes wore tho choson people 
yet evT ’ prophets spoke under divine inspiration ;
bo e“  Joremiah, in denouncing Moab, cries : “  Cursed 
in» t t keepeth back his sword from blood.” Accord- 
"uevpl r̂‘ Farrar, this proves how “ slow ”  was the 
iut , l0pment of the religious consciousness of mankind.” 
tag0 did it happen that tho Jews, with all the advan
ce atlv sPecial inspiration, were just as slow in this respect 
Use of <?. er nation in tho world’s history? What is the 
batllra] jnspiration ” if it does not appreciably quicken the 

l ja development of the human conscience 1 
Place i ̂  ^  fbe Bible heroes are fit for a distinguished 
a t - . '  iao Newgate Calendar. Dr. Farrar himself cannot 
JePbth\“ 80mo details” in tho lives of Abraham, Jacob, 
r°f thenf  • and David. Still, he urges that “  tho use made 
Tlbeoe scePMcal propaganda is often illegitimate.”
Within] 0r^*e8 were not “ faultless.” It is their “ general 

,les3 ” which is “  rightly held up to admiration as

our example.” Faithfulness to what ? Simply to their 
own greed and ambition, first of all, and secondly to the 
dominance of their tribal god Jehovah, who by such 
instruments triumphed over his rival deities, and became 
at last the sole Lord God of Israel.

Dr. Farrar allows no palliating plea for the cursing 
Psalms. He cites a few of the very worst passages, black 
with hatred and red with blood, and asks: “  Can the 
casuistry be anything but gross which would palm off such 
passages as the very utterance of God ?” Moses was “  a 
great lawgiver and a great prophet,” but Dr. Farrar will 
not “  defend the divinity of passages so morally indefen
sible ” as that, for instance, which gives the slave-owner 
impunity in killing his slave, provided he does not slay 
him on the spot, but beats him so that he dies “  in a day 
or two.” Nor is there “  divinity ” in the order to the 
Jews to refrain from eating bad meat, but to sell it to the 
Gentiles. Neither is there “  divinity ” in the order (Deut. 
xxi. 10-14) to take a wife for a month on trial. These 
things are parts of an ostensibly divine code, but lawgivers 
and people were alike mistaken. Inspiration did not guide 
them aright, but somehow or other it enables Dr. Farrar to 
correct their blunders three thousand years afterwards; 
which is merely saying, after all, that inspiration does not 
pioneer but follow tho march of human progress.

During the reign of David a dreadful incident occurred. 
There had been a three years’ famine, and David “  inquired 
of the Lord.” The answer was, “  Blood upon Saul and 
upon his house !” Seven of Saul’s sons were hung up 
“ unto the Lord,” and the famine was stopped. Dr. Farrar 
tells of an intelligent artisan who got up at a meeting and 
asked.“  whether it was not meant to imply that God was 
pacified by tho blood of innocent human victims ?” Ho 
does not give tho answer. It either means this or it means 
nothing at all. In the same way, the story of Jephthah, 
who offered his daughter as a burnt offering to the Lord, 
takes such an immolation for granted as a religious act of 
porfect propriety. Jephthah is mentioned as a hero of 
faith in tho New Testament, and no hint is given that ho 
acted wrongly in sacrificing his daughter on the altar of 
Jehovah.

Wo have said enough on this subjoct to give the reador 
a fair idea of Dr. Farrar’s position. Lot us now pass from 
Bible morals to Bible manners.

“ The Bible," says Dr. Farrar, “ is assailed on the ground 
that it contains coarse and unedifying storios.” Tako tho 
story of Lot and his daughters, to say nothing of the abor- 
tivo attempt on tho angels in Sodom. Could anything bo 
more repulsive ? Is there any excuse for putting such 
abominable feculence into the hands of childron ? Aftor a 
lot of talk about it, and about, Dr. Farrar makes the follow
ing sapient observation : “ Tho story of Lot wears a very 
different complexion if wo regard it as an exhibition of un
known traditions about theconnection betweon the Israelites 
and tho tribes of Moab and Ammon.” But what does this 
mean ? The Moabites and Ammonites, according to tho 
Bible, were hereditary enemies of tho Jews, and it was 
impossible to exterminate them. They were evidently 
near of kin to the chosen people. Now, if these two 
facts are put together, it is easy to see the purpose of this 
story of Lot and his daughters. The Jews traced their 
own descent, in a perfectly honorable way, from Abraham 
and his legitimate wife Sarah, who aro doubtless legendary 
characters. On the other hand, they traced the descent of 
tho Moabites and Ammonites, their cousins and enemies, 
through Lot and his two daughters, thus throwing tho

t ji
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aspersion of incest upon the cradle of both those races. 
This is the adequate and satisfactory explanation of the 
story. It is an exhibition of dirty and unscrupulous 
hatred; and, as such, it is a curious fragment of “  the Word 
of God.”

Take next what Dr. Farrar calls “  the pathetic story of 
Hosea,” the prophet who was ordered by God to marry a 
prostitute—not to use the more downright language of the 
English Bible. Dr. Farrar suggests that there is some doubt 
as to the meaning of the original. Hosca’s wife may have 
turned cut a baggage after the nuptials, instead of being 
one before. “  It was the anguish caused by her infidelity,” 
he says, “  that first woke Ilosea to the sense of Israel’s 
infidelity to Jehovah.” And read in the light of this 
“  modern criticism ” the story of Hosea is “  in the 
highest degree pure and noble.” How pretty! All that 
remains for Dr. Farrar to do is to explain away as 
equally “ pure and noble,” the imagery of Ezekiel in 
reference to Aholah and Aholibah. There is no reason 
why “  modern criticism ” in the hands of gentlemen like 
Dr. Farrar should not transform Priapus into a. Sunday- 
school teacher.

Not only are there very gross stories in the Bible, 
many of which are too beastly to dwell upon, but its 
language is often gratuitously disgusting. And every 
scholar knows that the Hebrew text is sometimes far 
more “ purple” than our English version. Dr. Farrar 
admits that if the “  exact meaning ” of certain passages 
were understood, they “  could not be read without a 
blush.” “ Happily,” he says, they are “ disguised by the 
euphemism of translations.” That is to say, the inspired 
Bible writers, or penmen cf the Holy Ghost, as old divines 
called them, were often indecent and sometimes positively 
obscene. Dr. Farrar’s explanation is, that “ ancient and 
Eastern readers” were not easily shocked, and that our 
modern “  sensibility ” is of “  recent growth.” But this 
proves again that “  inspiration ” is in no sense the cause of 
progress. G. W. FOOTE.

( To be continued.)

SURVIVALS OF EARLY IDEAS.*

APPENDED to a collection of Greek Folk-Poesy, translated 
by Lucy M. J. Garnett, the authoress of Women in Turkey, 
is an important essay on “ Tho Survival of Paganism,” by 
J. S. Stuart-Glennic, which is well worthy the attention of 
all interested in the problems of the rise and growth of 
culture and of religious belief. Mr. Stuart-Glennio, like 
some other students of sociology and of the history of 
human evolution, has been driven to folk-lore research for 
the solution, or some contribution to the solution, of the 
problems of the origin of progressive social organization 
and progressive philosophic thought. Hume had found 
the beginnings of religion in polytheism, Comte in fetishism, 
Tylor in animism, and Spencer in ghost-fear and ancestor- 
worship. But Mr. Glennie advocates what he calls zobnism, 
or, as ho now better calls it, panzoism, the view which con
ceives all nature, inanimate objects no less than plants and 
animals, as having responsively sentient powers, whereof 
the limits of influence, and hence capacity of transforma
tion, and being transformed not having been ascertained, 
are believed to bo practically infinite.

Man’s primitive conception of nature, according to Mr. 
Glennie, i3 that of a solidarity of sentient powers, influenc
ing and being influenced, according to their different capa
cities, at any distance, and even to tho extent of trans
forming and being transformed. Metamorphoses do not 
surprise tho savage, who sees the skies constantly changing, 
observes the evolution of the bird from the egg, the fly 
from the grub, the frog from the tadpole, the plant from 
the seed, and notices tho earth putting on a new garment 
with tho change of seasons. Mr. Glennio then considers 
“  panzoism ” as the first stage of folk-culture. He thinks 
that if the stages of the embryo are a record of tho stages 
of the physical evolution of the species, the stages of the 
individual should bo a record of the stages of the mental

* New Folk-Lore Researches. Greelc Folk-Foeny. Annotated 
translations from tho whole Cycle of Romaic Folk-Verso and Folk- 
Prose, by Lucy M. J. Garnett ; edited with “ Essays on The Science 
of Folk-Lore, Greek Folk-Speech, and The Survival of Paganism,” 
by J, S. Stuart-Glennie, M.A. (D. Nutt, 270 Strand).

evolution of mankind. When the nurse says, “ Naughty 
chair to hurt baby— beat it,” she puts herself in line wit 
the intellectual capacity of the child. The next stage Mr- 
Glennie classes as the magical or magicianist, in which wc 
have the conception that the events of nature are not only 
predictable, but controllable, by human power and specia 
person3. In magic we have the beginnings of science and o 
religious ritual. Imitation of the successful is the grea 
secret of success, and wearing tho skins of animals or 
imitating their movements are held to be aids in the chase. 
In early magic, Mr. Glennie points out, we deal wit 
influences supposed to be exerted through the non-isojatiMj 
of bodies, through the evil eye, and through identity ° 

All these imply a conception of tho solidarity 01
:lud-blood.

objects through their mutual influences. The first, inc 
ing such superstitions as spirits not crossing running water, 
I should incline to assign to such people as the laK 
dwellers, or the existing tribes who build their huts on 
piles to preserve them from noxious animals or inimic81 
tribes. The malign influence of the Evil Eye would bea“ 
explanation of disease and death following without dircc 
violence, and duties of blood-avenging would be connects 
with stories of blood-influence. ,

Mr. Glennie terms his third stage tho “ supernal, 
which objects— such as the sun, moon, and stars, etc., 
oak and corn, the horse and cow, and persons of a bighe 
race— impress themselves as possessed of superior powfî  
This supernalism may and does develop into supernatural, 
ism. Mr. Glennie has an Euhemerist interpretation of 1 . 
stories of supernatural beings. If, for instance, Ma. _ 
archal women were generally of a higher white race, storie 
of swan-maidens may be a mythical reminiscence of the81 > 
the gods of Samothrace may have been the first metalM 
gists, and an early dwarf race, possessed of what appear^ 
magical powers, may have been the origin of stories  ̂
elves and fairies. The origin of the gods ho finds, not > 
any notion of spirits, but in the actual conflict of big8̂  
and lower races. 'When the whites first appeared 
America they were considered as gods. On the oto 
hand, the Chinese regard non-celestials as foreign de' 1 ' 
In Mr. Glennie’s view, the higher races breaking "P 1 
social conditions, and hence the morality, of tho 
race were, with conscious or unconscious purpose, imps11 j 
for their own preservation, and that of the new sou' 
economy which they introduced, to supplement natural ; 
supernatural sanctions, in developing supernal into sup 
natural beings— Lords of other-world heavens and he ’ 
gods who could bo appeased only by tho priests of the big . 
races. Instead of saying, with Petronius, that fear ® , 
tho gods he would say it was tho human gods who cref/jjCt 
fear, “ and it was tho higher races who, in their con8 , 
with the lower, created the gods and elaborated the 
Mr. Glennie, indeed, contends that fear was not Bpe®1 -3 
developed and exploited till the establishment—at wh‘ ¡¡_ 
now an approximately dateable poriod— of the 
Religions of Civilization. But this seems to me ques 0f 
able. Ignorant and savago peoplo have many cil,:se 
fear in enemies, thunder, hailstorms, reptiles, disease, • 
spirits believed to bo malevolent. nja

By Paganism, it should be understood, Mr. Gl®"‘ { 
means not the classical religion of Greece and Row1', 5 
tho older conceptions of nature, and consequent cU- j  
and morality found among the Pagani, or Folk, unat s 
by culture and the culturo-religions. Traces of these s 
are found in the folk stories, and Mr. Glennie P01IltS eer- 
that even to-day in Greece Christianity is a mere ve ierfl 
As tho Rev. Mr. Tozer says : “ Tho beliefs of the ®o ^  
Greeks respecting death and the state of tho dead, - ]y 
as we have the means of judging of them, are . ?°rCl£it0 
and entirely Pagan. In the numerous ballads which 
to these subjects there is not a trace of any o
derived from Christian sources.....Some cf tho song \>e
intended for Christian festivals, others are dirge® ^  
sung at funerals, and others relato to subjects akin t° r ji 
But in none of them does tho belief in a resurrectin'1 
future judgment make itself apparent.” . its

The belief of early folk in tho solidarity of natnj’ at 
mutual interdependence, action, and re-action, Ee° teIjor 
bottom truer than tho theietic belief in some ex „js

Mr- j  pok
says : “  Notwithstanding the immense economic a" 
tical forces on the side of a discredited and

power who can operate upon it magically. —- , p0<-
core • G \Af.Wlf}iofnn/lirwv fVir» immonoa Oi>nnflTt1lC jMgdirrCd11

n  ■  | _____ ■  Sciefi00’
Supernaturalism— the ultimate triumph of that. . ̂  f0]b 
which is but the splendid verification of the prim' 1
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intuition of the Solidarity of Nature, appears as if it were 
to the drift of things.” This view gives a new aspect to relipnnn ----- °  -.1--------- u  i-e-- -- “ — «f

— - ‘»m
nllows of an atheistic religion.

The mythological stories in these Greek folk tales are 
arranged as Zoonist, Magical, and Supernalist; the social 
Rories as ante-Nuptial, Family, and Communal; and the 
istorical legends as By zantine, 0  ttoman, and Hellenic. Some 

to the incidents of these folk stories remind us of the Arabian 
rp^hts; others have their parallels in Kelpie Folk-lore. 
lhere is a Cinderella or Saddleslut, a tale which isalmost 
^orid-wide, and one is like the popular Slavonic fairy tale 
to The Three Citrons, translated by W . W . Strickland in his 
®e9nius Irritant.

■the mo3t interesting of the stories to a classical scholai 
 ̂ 1 probably be that which was related to M. I  ranqois 

dorm ant, by an old Greek priest at Eleusis. Here on the 
Very spot of the ancient mysteries of Demcter was told the 
8 ory of the mother’s search for the stolen daughter, Perse- 
pone, with Hades converted into a Turkish Agha possess
ing magical powers. Another classical story, that¡of 
t, v 3ses and Polyphemus, is reproduced in the tale of* Ihe 

atoous Dhrako, or the Quest of the Golden W and. 
hat is now certain is that the old classical conceptions 
^e gods must be accommodated to the wider knowledge 

n, early beliefs. It is certain, too, that Mr. Stuart 
tennie’s views are full of suggestion. What is wanting is 
to* they should now be applied to the folk tales and 

etonants of folk culture in other lands.
J. M. Wheeler

th e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  r e s u r r e c t io n .

m (  Concluded from page 520.)
Urge ?̂̂ cri(̂ er3 of the story of the resurrection of Jesus 
from ,7la*' those who reject tho theory that ho did rise 
death l ^ea(d sh°uld be prepared to prove that his alleged 
fair  ̂c. .°d his career. Such a request, however, is as un- 
f0rt as is illogical. If it were asserted that Christ lived 
in years without food, instead of forty days, as alleged 
e x ° gospel ascribed to St. Luko, surely it would not be 
toent l hhose who doubted the accuracy of tho state- 
Thc SaouiJ attempt to prove ho did nothing of the kind, 
the ijam° may  ho said of his reported resurrection. What 
tianit ° 'l Jamos Cranbrook wrote as to the origin of Chris- 
hslief ■ ai3 e<luai force in reference to the inception of tho 
toaim ln t*10 resurrection. His words are : “  Whatever 
subs»3 a.uthority in this age must show that it has some 
true grounds for its claims. And this is especially 
tiani- ‘ th regard to a system of beliefs like that of Chris- 
dir T- For, in its claims to tho miraculous, it comes into 
to s eo’ Iision with tho spirit of the age, and does violence 
8uro] 0 °f our strongest tendoncio3 and convictions. It is 
acc0/ ’ . therefore, an absurdity to say that until wo can 
scein . ‘ 9r fho origin of Christianity by somo other means— 
and • ) 88 established— wo are bound to accept it as true, 
evide 3 a<?v°cate3 are not bound to adduce any positive 
canon c° in its support. I venturo to lay it down as a 
autbQ both logic and rhetoric, in opposition to tho 
toakeg'1̂  °? .-Archbishop Whatcley, that evoryono who 
for 8l] a P°sitivo affirmation is bound to furnish tho reasons 
othe^» an a®rmation before ho demand the belief of 
So We ( The Founders of Christianity, proface, pp. vii., viii.). 
Tho s, Cout°nd as regards the alleged resurrection of Christ. 
preSen?r̂  relates what is contrary to tho experience of the 
it js ,, age> and to all known laws of nature; therefore, 
assort 0 duty of those who assert its truth to provo their 
Prove oil; not f? l  us, who reject its accuracy, to
admits Ur ncSatiV0 position. Even Archbishop Whatcley 
the div^Ur c°utcntion when ho grants that those who deny 
on ln° origin of Christianity “ are not, indeed, called 
hut to j)rov° that it actually did ariso in this or that way, 
Pr°ba|)ji,,gSQst (consistently with acknowledged facts) somo 
''vith ah Z *  ln which it may have arisen, reconcilable 
8ec. 17) t k ■ c‘.rcum8tances of tho case ” (Logic., book iii., 
°rigjn '■ I his is what wo proposo doing in reference to tho 
rfiSllrrect!on^erf)0tuataon t*10 iu the story of tho

first probable causo of tho origination of tho bolief

that Christ rose from the dead was the general notion 
which then prevailed, that other supposed saviors had 
risen from their graves. The belief in resurrections did 
not originate with, nor was it confined to, the followers of 
Christ. Krishna, the Hindoo savior; Adonis, in tho honor 
of whom the Syrians held regular ceremonies, at which it 
is recorded that they sang:

Trust, ye saints, your God restored;
Trust ye—in your risen Lord ;
For the pains which he endured 
Our salvation have procured ;

Osiris, the Egyptian savior; Hercules, and many other 
supposed saviors or prophets, are said to have risen from 
the dead. Professor Mahaffy, who was for some time the 
lecturer on ancient history in the University of Dublin, 
informs us that “ the resurrection and reign over an 
eternal kingdom by an incarnate, mediating deity, born of 
a virgin, was a theological conception which pervaded the 
oldest religion of Egypt.” Mr. Bonwick, in his Egyptian 
Belief, remarks : “  It is astonishing to find that at least 
five thousand years ago men trusted an Osiris as tho 
‘ Risen Savior,’ and confidently hoped to rise, as he arose, 
from the grave.” Mons. Dupuis, in speaking of Mithras, 
the Persian savior, writes: “  It is chiefly in the religion of
Mithras....... that we find mostly these features of analogy
with the death and resurrection of Christ.” And the 
resurrection of Esculapius is thus foretold by Ovid :—

Once, as the sacred infant she surveyed,
The God was kindled in the raving maid ;
And thus she uttered her prophetic tale :
“  Hail, great Physician of tho world 1 all hail I 
Hail, mighty infant, who, in years to come,
Shall heal the nations and defraud the tomb !
Swift be thy growth, thy triumphs unconfined ;
Make kingdoms thickor, and increase mankind.
Thy daring art shall animate the dead,
And draw the thunder on thy guilty head ;
Then shalt thou die, but from the dark abode 
Shall rise victorious, and be twice a god.” *

Another probable causo of the belief in the resurrection 
of Jesus was that, according to the New Testament, a 
combination of circumstances then existed which was 
calculated to produce in some minds a faith that ho would 
rise from the dead. Don Allen, an able American writer, 
in his work on The Resurrection of Jesus, says: “  By Christ’s 
own prediction they [Christ’s disciples] were expecting him 
to ariso. When tho body disappeared through Pilate’s 
stratagom thoy were led to believe that the resurrection 
had actually takon place. When the destruction of Jeru
salem was brought about by a revolt of the Jews against 
tho Roman power, the disciples naturally thought it was in 
accordance with Christ’s predictions concerning the end of 
the world (Matthew xxiv. 3-51; Mark xiii. 4-37 ; Luko 
xxi. G-3C). This strengthened them in their delusion. 
They thought the signs of tho times indicated the destruc
tion of tho world and tho speedy coming of Christ, when 
they would be made governors in his kingdom (Matthow 
xix. 28 ; Luko xxii. 30). In this they were deceived as 
they wero in reference to his resurrection. The persecu
tions that wero meted out to tho disciples—tho natural 
results of attempting to combat established opinions—thoy 
mistook for another fulfilment of Christ’s prophecy 
(Matthow xxiv. 9 ;  Mark xiii. 13; Luke xxi. 12 ; John 
xvi. 2 ) ;  hence tho more they wero persecuted tho moro 
they wero confirmed in the delusion that Christ was 
spoedily coming in power to set up his kingdom according 
to his prediction. Tho early Christians all oxpccted a 
speedy return of Christ, and it i3 needless to add that thoy 
woro all disappointed. When a person is laboring under 
a delusion it is very natural for him to bend facts and 
interpret circumstancos in accordance with that delusion. 
His statements in reference to it are liable to be so warped 
that they need confirmation in ordor to be givon full 
credence. So it is in reference to the unreasonable state
ments of the Apostles about seeing Jesus after he was 
raised. Thoir statements need confirmation in ordor to bo 
believed ” (pp. 116, 117).

Then, as Greg, in his book, The Creed of Christendom, 
points out, thero wero tho three following special circum
stances which would tend to tho formation of the belief: 
“  Mark informs us that, when the womon went early to tho 
sepulchro, they found it opon, the body of Jesus gone, and 
someone in white garments who assured them that ho was

* See Bible Myths, pp. 215-220,
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risen. This all the four narratives agree in—and they agree in 
nothing else. The disappearance of the body, then, was 
certain; the information that Jesus was risen came from 
the women alone, who believed it because they were told it, 
and who were also the first to affirm that they had seen 
their Lord. In the excited state of mind in which all the 
disciples must have been at this time, were not these three 
unquestioned circumstances— that the body was gone; 
that a figure dressed in white told the women that their 
Lord was risen; and that the same women saw someone 
whom they believed to be him—amply sufficient to make a 
belief in his resurrection spread with the force and rapidity 
of a contagion V (p. 193).

Remembering that this doctrine of the resurrection of 
Jesus originated at a period when the notion that people 
arose from the dead was generally entertained, it is not 
difficult, we think, to understand how the belief was per
petuated. It must not be overlooked that those were not 
critical times like the present. Ignorance and credulity 
were the special features of those days, and it is in the 
midst of such conditions that the grossest forms of theo
logical superstition originated and, for a time, flourished. 
It wa3 under these very circumstances that the belief in 
miracles, the existence of a personal Devil, a material 
burning hell, purgatory, the efficacy of mass, and numerous 
other wild superstitions, took possession of the human 
mind. But with the acquirement of knowledge and the 
exercise of mental freedom such evils and erroneous notions 
have largely disappeared. The belief in the resurrection 
of Jesus was perpetuated purely through blind faith, and 
not as the result of critical investigation. Even St. Paul 
received the doctrine upon trust, “ according to the Scrip
tures” (1 Corinthians xv. 3). He admits that he did not 
receive the Gospel “  after man,” neither was he taught it, 
but that it came “  by the revelation of Jesus Christ ” 
(Galatians i. 1 1 , 12 ).

And it is by faith that the majority of professed 
Christians accept their religion to-day. How many of 
them study the alleged evidences of their system 1 Very 
few indeed. Even most of the Christian ministers never 
examine the credentials of the doctrines they preach. The 
fact is, Christianity owes its position to intellectual apathy 
and unquestioning adherence. Congregations are too 
prone to act upon the principle of opening their mouths 
and shutting their eyes and accepting whatever is sub
mitted to them.

In our next article we will consider tho historical reasons 
which are put forward in favor of the doctrine of the 
Resurrection. C h a r l e s  W a tts .

(  To be continued.)

EVIDENCE v. FAITH.

W hf.N a Christian is asked for the evidence upon which 
he believes the doctrines, creeds, and more or less absurd 
narratives that he holds to bo true, after going over the 
usual talk about the word of God and tho infallible Bible, 
and pressed again for the evidence that either God or tho 
Bible is reliably true, he comes down at last to the final 
argument: “  Well, I have faith to believe in these-things.” 
My Christian friend II., who has been mourning over my 
unbelief for half-a-dozen years, says : “  It is no use talking 
to you, because you have no faith. I have faith, and that 
is where I have the advantage of you.” Now, the question 
is, in what does the advantage consist that he brags of ? 
Or, more clearly stated, perhaps, what is the value of faith 
as evidence of anything f

Faith, then, is not evidence that your belief is true, but 
it is only evidence that you believe it. To make your faith 
of any value, it must still be founded upon evidence that 
justifies it. I have faith in my friend that I have known 
for many years; in his strict honor and integrity. That 
faith is based upon my knowledge of his character, gained 
by long observation and intercourse with him. I would 
trust my money or reputation in his keeping, but I may 
be deceived in him after all. Nevertheless, my faith in 
him is founded upon evidence— that is what I know of his 
trustworthiness. My faith in him is no evidence of the 
fact, but it is evidence of my belief only. Tho Christian 
believes in God— or says he does— without any evidence 
whatever except faith, forgetting that faith, to be of any 
Value whatever, must have some evidence as a foundation.

The Christian feels deep down in his heart the in
sufficiency of faith to justify belief; as is evidenced b y 11*3 
attempts to argue (from nature) the necessity for a Go ■ 
“  Look at the universe,” he says; “  it could not ma#-8 
itself; there must have been some power that created i > 
atid what but God could that power be F The fallacy 0 
this argument is, that it assumes the whole question. 
First, the existence of God, and, second, that the universe 
was created ; neither of which has a particle of evidence 
sustain it.

No doubt the universe, in its present form, tad a 
beginning cause, because nothing happens without a cause; 
but it does not follow that that cause was God. Remember, 
we know nothing of God ; we are creating him in °u 
imagination, to account for the universe, which may h»  ̂
sprung from any other cause, of which we know 
more than we do of God. Thus we come back to t 
starting point of faith without any evidence ; and if ther 
is any virtue in faith it might as well be applied to manJ 
other causes, all as fully established— that is, by imagm* 
tion—as a god is. That matter exists we know by t 
evidence of our senses; and by the same evidence we kno 
that it cannot be destroyed. All we can do is to ebang 
the form or forms in which we find i t ; but, whatever w 
do to it, not a particle of it is lost, not an atom is e' . n 
annihilated; then it logically ever existed, and a creator 
that case is superfluity. , -g

Then the same evidence of our senses tells U3 that t 
eternal, uncreated matter is constantly changing its l0r j 
by the action of power inherent in itself— the forces 
light, heat, gravity, electricity, all forces as eternal 
matter itself, and needing no creator; then the hypothe ’ 
of a god has no foundation in necessity, and the argu®6 
of Paley, and all the rest of the evidence-hunters with P1̂  
conceived conclusions in their heads, fails, and there 
nothing left to rely upon but faith, which, as has be 
said, is evidence of nothing but that they aro boun  ̂
stick to tho old belitf, without any evidence, or in spit® 
abundance of evidence to the contrary. , j

But if faith in God is no evidence of his existence, 
shall we say of the faith which Christians profess H* ^ 
Bible as the infallible word of that unproved God 1 '' r(j
is there in the books constituting the Bible that a ^ 
any foundation for the faith they pretend to have 1 11, 
ing whatever. Nobody knows who wrote them, nor 'v 
they were written. All we know is, that they have 
down to us from an ignorant and vicious people, and 
the books themselves show that tho authors of them 
as ignorant and vicious as the people by whom they 
surrounded.

July 11, 1897-

W e know that all the proved, positive knowledge that m®® 
diet«

VV I.IKJ VAVVJJV VUUIV VI V« V* A V* <»VI,
what his language expressed, and that his words mu_ ^  
translated so as to mean just tho contrary of wh»
i t  .• r « i i , i . . . .. inafi W1 .

has acquired since the books were written has contract10"" 
more or less of what is stated in them. Wo know ® ^j 
daily that the scientific discoveries of tho last three hun .{y 
years have absolutely proved beyond all dispute tho *a t 
of the Bible statements, so that even the Christians jy 
nothing to say— except that God did not mean eX^ j,e

i\
book says; or, in fact, that ho meant to say j uS" .  ̂jji 
scienco has discovered, after some thousand years of 111 j]y 
the statements that ho, or tho writers of the books, ac 
did make. . 0]ar'

We know that the highest intellect and tho bestsc ̂ „ 9- 
ship of the world have, by a careful and thorough cX‘l 0d 3 
tion of tho books themselves, so discredited their state 
as to facts that faith in thorn is no longer poss' 1 tjjcy 
to those who think that by saying they have fad 
can make a lie to bo true. atnon$

We know that the most intelligent and best men rjeS 
the Christian e’ ergy have discarded all faith in Bib*0 ^  
of miraculous interferences with the regular operation 
laws of nature, and that in all things evidence lS ture, 
credited before faith. Evidence, like a force of a|iy

in a
heallhy condition and competent to think. F a itb ^  0f a
carries conviction to every mind that is in a n°1.tj)0iic 
healthy condition and competent to think. Faith '  0f » 
evidence, or as opposed to evidence, is an accept»11 ^ (d  
theory or statement as true which, on its face, is s,° ‘ for01 
that to every thinking mind it is untrue. It i3>0 „8oiW 
a stifling of tho thinking faculty, a surrender 01 r ‘ 0tb?r
min’s highest faculty— to tho domination of 60. „\{ct lP 
man who has a selfish motive for com p e llin g  11 -oSis 
untruth, or in some theory that is unproved. , fitcHsl 
that it is not necessary for us to understand what b
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we must accept it by faith ; and for that faith he holds 
. to us promises of joys unspeakable—after we are dead—  

0 !Ca he cannot show by any evidence his power to fulfil; 
r ae threatens us with unspeakable pains and penalties if 
o do not take his word for it, which it is equally evident 
0 has no power to inflict.
‘ ach promises and threats can, of course, influence only 

j. . and unthinking minds. The man who has a healthy 
wain, that marks him as above the ox or the idiot, knows 

at m religion, as in politics and business, all conclusions 
^hst depend upon evidence, and that faith cuts no figure 
''-except among fools and those who cannot or dare not
reason.
j f^ere is no occasion for faith in anything that can be 
a«. ®stigated, or tested by our sonses or reason. In all the 
L *lrs the world— past, present, or future—nobody 
aloSUniCS k° ^ePen(l upon faith for direction. In religion 
;vene l°r lack of any evidence to support a belief in it—  

aro asked to stulify reason and accept as true such 
nsense as nobody but a priest would have the cheek to 

Pr°P?se to us.
diff^ud ^ e  foundation of all religion. All the
WoTf11-1 re f̂>*°ns that have risen and flourished in the 
„ r o since the first dawn of history havo been based alike 
rej?n. ‘ aith without evidence. When Zoroaster formed the 
sarrP°n w.h’ fth his followers carried to India, he, under the 
hoi e/ nsPiration as the Hebrew and Christian writers of 
tk  ̂ hooks, wrote the Zend Avesta, in which he announced 
ai,d0nly true God, Ormuzd, the Lord of heaven and earth; 
s»cln no ev^ ence to prove the existence of any
-1 being, it became necessary to ordain and establish the 

of belief by faith as the highest virtue and the
do ?eing. it became necessary to ordain and establish the 
fir , ri?° of belief by faith as the highest virtue and the 
pro . 11 by of all mankind. This faith he enforced by 

ises of rewards and fears of punishment, 
man °ng sam0 Luos, developing the same nature of 
reli ’• °u  ̂ similar social conditions, were evolved the 
tiatPt°nS Chaldea, India, Egypt, Palestine, and Chris- 

’ each these different religions, with its special 
tlc ’ u.nproved and improvable, laboring under the samo 
all 3S1>  a reliance upon faith alone for credence, and 
beli fnforc*ng faith by the same promises of reward for 
A„,,et ’ an(f the samo pains and penalties for the want of it.™ So mor.  ___l___l a.____ l i ai_________„1______1
Awards

Th

s° uian everywhere has travelled the same rocky road
freedom and civilization.

Been l ev,°̂ utf°u of man from barbarism to civilization has
]ed marked all along its course by the increase of know 
~)ra® the consequent decline of faith. Pr 
'f fa’tu aS characterized tho different periods as “ t 
ge f ’ ag° of inquiry, tho ago of knowledge, a

Professor 
the age 
and the

I)
Of
*8® Of*r 1116 a,g‘ . . . . . .  I  . . -  - .yet r®ason>” culminating in the ago of civilization, not 
obatrPeifected while faith survives, a lingering disease, to 
rn0r, jlct the progress of the world towards tho highest 
Hje 1 intellectual civilization of which it is capable, 
led . do sc'oncc drives the car of progress, and know- 
Ht)(] , ls king of the world. The clorgy still hang back 
faitiiY to block tho wheels with their Holy Bible; but 
lcnowi i been squeezed out of them by tho woight of 
c°Urs e<̂g°’ and the car uiovcs forward in its destined
haj)7d. t h e  regeneration of all mankind. As Huxley 
StitioaiCl: ■" dead myths of old religions and old super- 
Serî 11* ko along tho track of science, liko tho strangled 
s u p e ^ . around tho cradlo of Hercules.” Each dead

is dead forover; no resurrection awaits the 
SciPt, lhat has fallen before tho mighty blow of victorious 

Le.' J. P. R ichardson.
le Independent Pulpit.

<liviQee Priest, as a priest, as the mouthpiece of asserted 
> a J 1Sdorn, ° f  sacerdotal authority, ever has been, is 
fog qj always will be, the enemy of mankind, because the 
var;atj 0vernent, of change, of growth. Progress is born of 
ablg un, and the priest hates variation with an unappeas- 

g 1,1 deadly hatred. The priest stereotypes tho past, 
thou„L?arsL there never shall bo a new edition of man’s 

■ n Walker.' 7)
dgpi , / U e is not a word to use to ltorao.” It was the haughty 
haq C(i and self-deification of tho Pontifical l  ower, as it 
cloi "Used of old against emperors and kings, rebels in the 
Bati,_0ra and rebels in tho courts, against the sceptro of 
Wh;ci r°Ssa as against tho science of Abelard, of tho power 
deni * refuses to seo that this day is not as that, which 
{orthf hat the dawn has shono because its fiat ;has gono 

tor darkness to endure.—Ouida.

GOD’S EDUCATION; OR, THE BABEL' BUILDING-
ACT.

Tiik Lord made foreigners because—
Let truth, for once, be spoken—

He thought, not knowing nature’s “ Laws,” 
That bricks could ne’er be broken.

The nations, but for God’s mistakes,
Would understand each other,

And speak the tongue He taught to snakes 
Before he taught our mother.

We all were meant one tongue to speak,
By Jah, the great Comedian ;

Not Dutch nor Hebrew, Erse nor Greek,
But Snakisb, or Ophidian.

Oft boys, o’er foreign verbs at'sehool,
Are forced to shirk or stick work

Because Jehovah played the fool,
Through ignorance of brickwork.

He thought that bricks could lieav’n attain,
In spite of gravitation ;

He’d never heard of “ stress ’’ nor “ strain,”
Nor technic education.

The world would soon be full of fears, 
Exploding into panics,

If architects and engineers,
Like God, ne’er read Mechanics.

The ken of men is that of gods,
Wherever you may find them ;

When builders knew but mud and hods,
Their gods were just behind them.

So, God no more a tow’r will dread,
Though higher far than Babel’s ;

He knows too much, for now He’s road 
Our engineering Tables.

G. L. M ackenzie .

VICARIOUS ATONEMENT AND WOMEN.

C h ristian ity , or the system called by that name, has had a 
trial of more than 1,800 years, and yet what do we see 1 In this 
country alone a mournful procession of 65,562 tried and con
victed criminals, 450,000 paupers, 58,482 raving maniacs, and 
30,000 youthful criminals. Add to this the fact that we have 
in tho neighborhood of 190,000 homeless vagrant girls, a large 
proportion of whom are of tender age—that these girls aro 
bought and sold in the market, and passed on from city to 
city by their masters as chatels or objects of barter, and we 
may form something of an idea of the manner in which the 
system calling itself Christian is benefitting the world, and 
especially may we observe the way in which it is elevating 
and ennobling womanhood.

The doctrine of vicarious atonement, and that of tho sub
jection of women, are doing their work thoroughly and well, 
and we have the result. For eighteen hundred years women 
have had the doctrine preached to them that, whatever be 
the natural tendency to vice, a certain holier—or. in other 
words, the “ blood of Christ”—will cleanse from all sin. A 
very convenient doctrine, since it enables man to occupy tho 
basement story of his nature and shift the results upon 
Almighty God. Be not deceived ; that which ye sow, that 
also shall ye reap. Men do not gather grapes of thorns, nor 
figs from thistles.

Although women are slowly emerging from the degrada
tion of the past, no fact is plainer than that their most 
formidable foo has been, and still is, the Christian Church, 
ludeed, its attitude towards women may be summed up in 
the clarion note sounded by tho president of a leading theo
logical seminary, who, with upturned eyes, and while smiting 
his sanctimonious breast, cries aloud : “ My Bible commands 
the subjection of women forever.”,

E liza  B urt G amble.
—Detroit Free Press.

We hear too much of the necessity of protecting and 
rewarding literature, and wo hoar too little of tho necessity 
of that freedom and boldness in tho absenco of which the 
most splendid literature is altogether worthless.—II. T.
Buckle

The votaries of superstition are urged to enthusiasm in 
their work by fear of punishment and by hope of reward. 
Freethinkers must be impressed by the fact that they are 
necessary factors in the order of evolution.—John Maddock
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A C I D  DROPS.

Lokd Hobhouse's Bill, as -we expected, was defeated in 
the House of Lords ; the majority against it beiDg fifty to 
thirty-three. As far as the gilded chamber is concerned, 
that vile old Act of George III. will remain in operation for 
ever. The very language of its preamble is an insult to the 
people of England. It warns them against Sunday dis
cussions on religion and politics, which are subjects above 
their intelligence. Bishop Porteus, who introduced the Act, 
plainly stated that all the common people had to do with the 
laws was to obey them. Times have altered, but the Act 
still exists, and the House of Lords also exists to block the 
way of reform.

Lord Hobhouse’s bill was, of course, opposed by the 
occupants of the episcopal bench. The Bishop of Win
chester talked hypocritically about Sunday labor—as if 
none were involved in keeping open thousands of gospel- 
shops and Sunday-schools. The Archbishop of Canterbury 
argued that if the Bill were passed the door would be 
opened for all sorts of entertainments ; although, as a 
matter of fact, the Bill expressly guarded against such a 
possibility. The Archbishop of York took another line. 
He said that, if a Bill were introduced which simply pro
vided that prosecutions should not be started without the 
sanction of some public authority, it would have the sup
port of “ a huge majority” of the House of Lords. That 
wintry old bigot, the Lord Chancellor, differed on this point 
from the Archbishop of York. He thought the state of the 
law was perfectly satisfactory; and so it is to those who 
want to keep the people ignorant, thoughtless, and brutal.

As the law now stands, any bigot who chooses to act as a 
common informer—and there are pious Societies for supply
ing them—may sue for penalties to the extent of two hundred 
pounds against any person or persons responsible for dis
cussions or any sort of entertainment on a Sunday, if there 
is any kind of charge for admission. Lectures are not in
cluded, unless they are followed by discussion ; but, in the 
Leeds case, it was held that the lecture was an “ entertain
ment,” because the lecturer sometimes made the audience 
laugh. _ _

We have always held, as Mr. Bradlaugh did, that a Free- 
thought lecture could be upheld as not an entertainment, its 
object being persuasion. But it would come under the law 
if discussion were to follow the lecture. Even then it would, 
in our opinion, be quite possible to win in the end if the 
bigots started a prosecution. But they have been chary of 
proceeding against Freethought lecturers. Mr. Foote success
fully defied the Chief Constable of Hull a few years ago, and 
a little later he no less successfully defied the police authori
ties at Portsmouth. Mr. Foote’s plan of campaign is one 
that he prefers to keep to himself until the occasion arises 
for fightiDg. ____

It is said that the Archbishop of York and the Bishop of 
London, both of whom havo recently visited St. Petersburg 
and Moscow, hopo to carry the Pan-Anglican Synod in favor 
of an attempted re-union with the Greek Church, which 
would be a big rebuff to the Pope for his letter on the non
validity of Anglican orders.

In a field on the left, as you drive from Ramsgate to 
Minster, is a memorial of St. Augustine. It is about half a 
mile from the seashore. St. Augustine is said to have 
landed there. If he did he must have had long legs.

The Anglican Bishops, from all parts of the empire, have 
just held a religious celebration at St. Augustine’s memorial, 
ilundreds, perhaps thousands, of people were present to see 
the show. The Archbishop of Canterbury wore his most 
gorgeous robes, which no doubt attracted the attention of 
all the crows in the neighborhood. We dare say the birds 
have had many a noisy discussion over this strange 
phenomenon. ____

The Catholics are crowing over ail this as an acknowledg
ment that England owes its Christianity to Rome. They 
forget their own legends about thesa isles being visited by 
the Apostles, and how Joseph of Arimathea founded the 
Abbey of Glastonbury, and how St. Alban and St. Pancras 
worked miracles and were martyred. When the Italian 
Mission in England was really powerful, it drained as much 
wealth out of the country as possible, and the bulk of the 
people of England have not taken much stock in it since.

The Episcopal pilgrims went also to Canterbury, where 
they were followed on the seventh by the members of the 
Catholic Guild of Our Lady of Hansom, who prayed at the 
tomb of St. Thomas a Beckot that the good old days might 
be restored when Church was superior to State,

Mr. John Kensit, the true-blue Protestant publisher, is 
not satisfied with opposing the enthronement of the Bishop 
of London. He visited a Lambeth church the other daft 
and created a scene by jumping up and challenging the 
preacher’s theology. Mr. Kensit may find himself in prison 
one of these fine days ; indeed, he seems anxious to take the 
place of “ John the Baptist”—a gentleman who Pa}d 
frequent visits to Holloway after religious disturbances in 
the city.

Joachim Kaspary has for many years been an open-»ir 
speaker in London. He preaches a special kind of religion 
which he calls Humanitarianism. That he is earnest and 
honest is beyond doubt. We are shocked, therefore, to 
learn from a Newcastle paper that he has been " ruQ 
in ” for “ causing disorder” in Hyde Park. One witness 
said that his lecture was “ horrible and shocking in the 
extreme.” This means that Joachim Kaspary expressed 
himself freely on certain parts of the Bible which ho 
considers contrary to justice. Simply this and nothing 
more. Mr. De ltutzen, the Marlborough-street magistrate, 
fined him £0 with the alternative of a month’s imprison
ment, for “ rousing the ire of the people.” We venture 
to describe the sentence, and the judgment, as infamous, 
Mr. De Rutzen appears to hold curious notions about an 
Englishman’s right of free speech. Perhaps he is suffering 
from Jubilee fever.

The Archbishop of Finland, who represented the Russian 
Church at the Jubilee, has returned home, after foregather
ing with the Anglican Bishops at Canterbury. On leaving 
Canterbury for Dover, he held another pious reception on 
the_ station platform. Idiotic people knelt all around hi 
while he walked about, kissing men on the cheek and 
children on the forehead. Ladies were allowed to kiss his 
hands. Wo hope they were clean.

Our contributor who wrote on “ God and the Queen,” 
giving on the whole the palm to the feminine ruler as the 
one of most use, has received the support of Sergeant Jam09 
Walker, who, in a Jubilee Hymn dedicated to the Queen,
says :—

May she be spared to us to bo 
Our Sovereign and a Guido to Thee.

Thomas Carlyle said that God does nothing. Can ’ 
that, like other well-paid sinecurists, he takes Her MaJes 3 
as Guide 1 ____

The Roman Catholic Bishops in Ireland are . IJuVheV 
forward their proposal for a new University, which t 
hope will command the assent of both political parti® 
Great Britain. They propose that all tho money v?"®r*ji0 
Parliament shall be spent on secular education, thau , 
chairs of theology shall be endowed by Irish Catholics, * 
tho governing majority shall include a majority of lny'v 
and that tho Dublin Test Act of 1875 shall be modified ,j 
tho sense of the Oxford and Cambridge Acts. This i? 
very well in its way, but it will not prevent, the new U111 tjl0 
sity from becoming a Catholic institution. Trust 
Bishops for that. ____

Mr. Francis, the magistrate at the South Western 
Court, had the case before him of a Wandsworth lftU 
named Prindle, who was summoned for neglecting to. ^  
his deaf and dumb child to school. Being a Roman .Y 
the father wanted his child sent to a Roman Catholic e , 
lisbment at Boston Spa, in Yorkshire. This the 8C  ̂
Board declined to do. He was offered tho alternu 
either to allow the child to be boarded out in a ,v0. oll0 
Catholic family, or to let him live at homo and attend u3 
of tho Board schools. But this did not suit his fasti ^  
piety, especially as he had his Church behind him. ujld- 
he wanted was definite Catholic instruction for his j  
The case was argued before the magistrate, who I^sc 9bl0 
his decision, to which wo look forward with conside 
interest.

The Church Congress at Nottingham this year, it be 
was appropriately fixed to fall at the same date »  , 
famous Goose Fair. The Goose Fair, however, is s j jt 
great institution that tho black cacklers have deei 
advisable to defer their Congress until a week ait<?0 th® 
white ones have had their turn. Thi3 year, owing 1 eC[$) 
Lambeth Pan-Anglican Conference, there will be a Jjrjc»l 
gathering of bishops, so that tho ordinary black c 
goose will bo little accounted of.

-

Canon Doyle, of Wexford, is a bold man. He ®f» JC 
without fear, that “ cycling is utterly unfit for wome 
is “ unbecoming, indelicate, and dangerous.” The D n hfts 
of the Canon does not stop at denunciation. H® e e9c0i 
the intrepidity to excite others to a breach * ‘°0f gi^s 
and says: “ Should any vile things in tho shape 
dare to exhibit themselves, let the roughs and corn ^  jo 
of the town chase them off the field, ana give them

\
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mTroi ^0]nt helow the bridge.” If all the wheel women i 
chan c0ok , a .trip to Wexford, the Canon might stand 
at a103 °* a ^'P the pond below the bridge. His mouth, 

ny rate, would be none the worse for a good rinsing.

Bihl c,on*;ernPorary says : “ The compilers of ‘ The Woman’s 
e afe confirmed in their impression that the Scriptures 

is W ntte9 by men for men, by the discovery that there 
m„ 0 “mention of what the Queen of Sheba wore on a 
m°“ entous occasion” ____

'vho  ̂abbu Bourcier, of Sevres, is a retired Catholic priest 
prirJ?,r.eacbes that Catholicism must return to the (supposed) 
ciu!a' \6 R̂ (a.Pbcity of the first century. One of his dis- 
eXp 8| A. Philippot, cure of Plomeon (Aisne), has just been 
and mmunicated, despite his protest that he i3 a Christian, 
Hie a believer in the Trinity and the Catholic Church, 
tin,' V'tfamontanes of Rome do not believe in any primitive 
61mPficity. Nor do we. ____

^b’ision of the Church into High Church, Low 
plat'fi- and P rea(l Church—otherwise attitudinarians, 

itudmarians, and latitudinarians—has receive the 
W lv h i0  ̂ the Chancery of the Duchy of Lancaster. A 
may tlad left a sum of money for the benefit of a clergy- 
"’as d a certain town, of the Low Church. The bequest 
ther cllf,Puted as too vague, but the Vice-Chancellor said 
¡n'r ° Was a recognised distinction. The High Church’s lead- 

« ^ a r d  was for authority ; the Low Church leaned to 
renSQ°a ’ an(l the Broad Church leant to intellect and

givjseems that the foundation of the myth about the Queen 
tii a heathen the Bible with the laconic sentence, “ This 

aha 9 secr°t of England’s greatness,” is merely the fact that 
Afri SeQt ft letter to Prince Sagbua, of Abheokula, West 
JHa-oa> and a C0Py °1 the Bible in Arabic and English. Her 
U s e d t Private secretary says: “ No such phrase was 
Dir",' , was the happy inspiration of the publisher of a 

LUre designed for the pious public.
Th ------0l? as Szajer, a Socialist deputy in the Austrian parlia- 

everv doiIls> eight months’ liard labor, with a fast day 
h n? fortnight. The crime for which he is thus punished 
tpa,la:‘ulting ” the Emperor. During the elections he said 
W  ta° Emperor could not make war at his own pleasure, 
p o^ ju t a*k the Rothschilds, without whose money he was 
to uerles3.- A man who could say such wicked things ought 

ave eight years instead of eight months, and nothing at 
too10 eat‘ instead of a fast every fortnight. They aro far 
fn„ .®erciful in Austria to men who have a perverse taste
°r free speech. ____
Pi^ reethinkers in England are liable to twelve months’ 

t;a ’ 1Sor)ment for insulting the religious feelings of Christ- 
*i?ver.in India the Christians aro not so particular 

Tlie 3 religmus feelings of Hindus and Mohammedans. 
And rn ult “  that riots have occurred oven in Calcutta, 
'tuz-r tbe wwdom of tho British rulers can suggest is the 
vaiVp laK °f the native press ; which is sitting on the safety 

at the risk of bursting tho boiler.

" ¿ n , P ucbess of Devonshire’s fancy dre.s3 ball was a 
SeVe affair. One lady's costume is said to have cost 
tlie h lundred guinoas. Myriads of people in LondoD, at^ U l U U U C i  l u j i i n u o  w i  t u  x j v u u v u j  a u
And tlf6 would have been glad to get a square meal. 
Oh v ley belong, for the most part, to the working classes. 
**U tc?’’ ptnSlan(i is a highly civilized country, and wo do 

t0 jubilate over our magnificent progress.

Austin succeeded Alfred Tennyson as Poet Laureate. 
Van).s Alfred the Little after Alfred tho Great. And the 
jnhileees nay so with considerable emphasis. Littlo Alfred’s 
pap0rR °oo is cut to pieces in most of the United States 

, The Washington Post, for instance, says that even 
Atnerj cko° he is fourth rato. It advises him to go over to 
agteea}o anfl get educated. For our part, wo aro quite 

me. England would never miss him.

SoE ^b bluejackets have hoisted the Union Jack on the 
Hich n islands, the largest group in the Pacific, seven of 
thirty iar2 from fifty to a hundred miles long, and from 
aUd thp bRy miles wide. The interior is very mountainous, 
The j '°asts are much indented, affording capital harbors. 
b<yler mbitants are said to bo intelligent and clover, but 
> arios l Cribed th sm as cruel and treacherous. Mis- 
tkafs 1 f! however, have been at work among them for forty 
t t nro now thoroughly tamed; and tho result is

a the , 'l-r aD(l has boen appropriated by that great friend 
As a msionaries, Mr. John Bull. It is the old, old story ! 
i °h u„aj0ri. chief said : “ Tho missionaries come hero and 
Is 8one i)to l°ok u p ; and when we look down, all our land

Clifford, fourth officer of the Union steamship 
’ Jumped overboard and tried to rescue the suicidal

Barney Barnato. It was a brave action, for a high sea was 
running at the time, and there is always danger in the mere 
attempt to save another person in such circumstances. Mr. 
Clifford has since been presented with a medal and a hand
some testimonial in the shape of money. He is a gallant 
fellow, and we hope he will never sink into a millionaire. 
Very likely he believes, when he has time for such matters, 
that he has an immortal soul, and all that sort of thing; but 
he thought very little about it when he took a header into 
a big wave to help Barney Barnato.

California has been visited by a severe earthquake, which, 
we take it, is another illustration of what Mr. Gladstone 
calls the wonderful way in which Providence has fitted up 
the earth for man’s habitation. San Francisco did not 
suffer greatly, but in some places every brick building 
suffered, and people rushed out of their houses in terror.

A far worse earthquake has occurred in Mexico. The 
town of Tehauntepec, containing fifteen thousand inhabi
tants, is entirely destroyed. Not a single building is left 
standing. The people are living in tents.

The cyclone in Essex is, wo presume, another illustration 
of the singular ways of “ Providence.” Hailstones fell over 
an inch in diameter, and whole fields of corn, peas, beans, 
and fruit were almost utterly destroyed. Many farmers 
are probably ruined. One of them, at Kelvedon Hatch, was 
so upset that his relatives had to sit up two nights with 
him, and he has since been removed to the County Asylum.

Another instance of “ Providence ” was the wrecking of 
the train conveying delegates to tho Convention of the San 
Francisco Christian Endeavor Society from Chicago. A few 
were killed, and over twenty injured.

The American expedition engaged in excavating tho site 
of the ancient city of Nippur, in Babylonia, have recovered 
more than twenty-six thousand tablets, as well as numerous 
inscribed fragments of vases and stela). From it Professor 
Hilprecht, it is said, almost at tho loss of his eyesight, has 
constructed a complete record of the primitive conflicts of 
Babylonia, extending back from tho Elamite invasion, 
b .c. 2285, and the time of Ur-gur, bo. 2800, to Sargon L, 
a thousand years earlier, and a yet earlier city beneath, 
probably 8000 b c. These explorations show the priority 
of the keystone arch in Chaldea, and make it likely that 
architecture has gone both westwards, to India and 
China, and eastwards to Egypt and Greece from Chaldea. 
They seem, too, to confirm that the altar and temple have 
grown out of the tomb. ____

Herman Warszawaik left his own Jewish religion and 
tried to ingratiate himself among the Christians. He 
obtained tho support of Dr. John Hall, the wealthy minister 
of the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church, New York, and 
was sot to work at tho Sisyphus task of Christianising the 
Jews in that city. But his little game is now over. lie  has 
been expelled from tho Church and denounced from tho 
pul pit as an immoral person and a gambler. His wife stood up 
for him, and tho ushers had to remove her from the “ sacred 
edifice.” ____

Dr. Miles Grant, an Adventist, of the State of Maine, 
finds in the Bible that tho Turk is to bo driven out of 
Europe this year. We rather guess thero isn’t time for tho 
operation, unless Jesus Christ comes in person with a big 
army of able-bodied angels. Dr. Grant is of opinion that 
tbo Turk will retire to Palestine (of all places in the world !) 
and thero fight his last great battle for the false prophet 
Mohammed. Any bookmaker would lay long odds against 
this prophecy being realized. No doubt, at tho end of 1897, 
Dr. Grant will cast tho horoscope afresh, and give us a new 
date, which will bo just as certain as the old one.

Americans have been “ all over the shop ” in London during 
the Jubilee. They brought quick wits with them. They also 
brought money. In fact, tho Washington Star says that, 
considering the amount they are spending in London, it 
is evident that “ King George’s plans for gotting money 
out of this continent by a stamp act and a tea-tax wero not 
only harsh but unnecessary.”

The Rsv. Fred Bell, onco a popular preacher of Brooklyn, 
was arrested for fortune-telling the other day. He claims 
to lie a Theosophist and gifted with occult powers. Irregu
larities of conduct caused his downfall from the pulpit.

Our Now York Freethought contemporary, the Truth- 
seeker, always gives some attention to the doings of the men 
of God. Here follow a few of the items from its last 
number. ____

“ The Rev. Ernest Fridow, of Woodhaven, N.Y., was 
arrested last week for appropriating property belonging 
to his church.
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“ A homeless tramp who stole the umbrella of the Rev. 
W. K. Huntington, of Grace Church, this city, got a sentence 
of two-and-one-half years’ imprisonment.

July 11, 189T.

together to endeavor to counteract the injurious influences 
of modern criticism. The Bible League evidently emulat 
the zeal of Mrs. Partington’s attempt to mop up the Atlanti .

“ The Rev. Larkin McAlester, a Methodist clergyman, of 
Sennett, in Oklahoma, stirred up a family quarrel, which 
resulted in a lawsuit. While the case was trying the 
reverend gentleman was rotten-egged by the populace.

“ The Rev. Dr. MacArthur, the noisiest Baptist minister 
in New York, paid an unwitting tribute to materialistic 
science recently by saying that, ‘ if we could get Jonah 
swallowed scientifically the people would be satisfied.’

“  The Rev. D. W. H. Flint, of Metamora, Mich., interfered 
between Arthur Brownell and his wife, inducing the latter 
to institute divorce proceedings; and Brownell, who is a 
highly-respected citizen, horsewhipped him on the streets.

“ The Rev. Berry Lawson, Methodist, well known in the 
vicinity of Barbourville, Ky., gave his fifteen-year-old boy a 
thrashing. The boy left home, and, returning with a shot
gun, crept up behind his father, who was working in the 
cornfield, and blew hi3 head from his shoulders.

“  The R9v. Isaac Newton Phelps, Episcopalian, of Baby
lon, N.Y., alienated the affections of the wife of William D. 
Teesse, a lawyer, and was thrashed by her husband. The 
vestry has demanded the dominie’s resignation, and the 
case between the couple whom he separated will be tried in 
court.” ____

The editor of the Spiritist Banner o f Light says : “ One of 
the finest pieces of satire we have ever noticed can be found 
in the columns of a recent issue of the Progressive Thinker. 
It consists of a lengthy account of a materializing seance, 
sworn to by a score of sincere and highly intelligent 
Spiritualists. They affirmed that absolute test conditions 
prevailed, and that they saw several forms at a time 
‘ materialized ’ before their very eyes. Not long after the 
publication of this affidavit the medium hastily departed 
from the city, taking with him no less than two thousand 
dollars of other people’s money. Plenty of evidence was 
found to show that he had never produced one genuine 
manifestation in his life.”

It is reported in the New York Journal that the bones of 
Christ Schlatter, who made such a serration as a healer, in 
Colorado, in the winter of ’95, have been found under a tree 
high up in the Sierra Madre, in New Mexico. Schlatter’s 
story sounds like a tale of the Middle Ages. He pretended 
to no divinity, though he dressed his hair and beard after 
the fashion of the pictures of the Christ, and spoke of God as 
his father. Had he sought to do so, there is no question that 
he could have founded a sect that would have followed him, 
or been martyred for him, as the Messiah come to redeem 
the world again. He was invited to all the principal cities 
in the States, and fortunes offered to him. But he was a 
genuine fanatic, and went only where he thought his father 
called him.

The circular issued by the Bible League denounces the 
Rationalistic criticism which, while professing to reverence the 
Bible as inspired of God, yet regards its accounts of miracles 
as fables, its prophecies as predated history, its histories as 
contradictory and false, its authorship as largely “ psem 
depigraphical ” (that is, fraudulent), and its inspiration as 
partial, unequal, and in some cases failing altogether. R
admits that “ the faith of many in the truthfulnessof scripture
has been shaken ; great uncertainty has been excited as to 
what is, and what is not, from God ; the authority of scrip- 
ture over the consciences and conduct of men has been 
seriously undermined; the all but universal testimonyot 
the most spiritually-minded Christians for 1,800 years has 
been condemned as superstitious and ignorant; even our 
Blessed Lord Himself, in the currency which He allowed to 
what is now termed to be fabulous, is convicted of possess
ing less knowledge than modern scholars, or being less loyaj 
to truth ; and an enormous growth of infidelity has occurred 
during the past forty years, unparalleled for more than » 
thousand years before.”

What, then, is necessary to stay the progress of infidelity 
The answer is ready : “ You can join the League, and oy 
your sympathies, your prayers, your personal influence, an 
your pecuniary support, strengthen the hands of those wn > 
in this severe and difficult conflict, are contending earnest y 
for ‘ the faith once delivered to the saints.’ ” We wonder 
the Bible League will succeed any better than the old defun 
Bible Defence Association.

Joyful News wants to know what is the answer to the 
following question : “ Supposing a drunkard is converted 
and begins to attend God’s house, how would he feel if ne 
found that the principal man at the chapel was a brewer or 
distiller IIow would ho feel, we may add, if he found th* 
tlm principal man at the chapel owned the very house in 
which he used to get drunk? Of course we are not going 
to answer. The question should be put to the ltev. HugB 
Price Hughes, who is likely to be elected President at tnfl 
approaching Wesleyan Conference.

Lord Penrhyn has restored the Wicken Parish Chuf ,’ 
Stony Stratford, at a cost of £2,000. Lord Penrby 
quarrymen have been shut out from honest labor for ne» ^ 
twelve months, and a thousand of them are preparing 
leave Wales for Canada, where they are promised an opP. 
tunity of cultivating land without toiling for landlor • 
Christian piety is evidently consistent with the gross 
social injustice.

Our beautiful licensing system creates enormous won 
poh,6;*- The “ Angel” public-house at Islington recently 
sold for £180,000. Probably it would sell for twice as muC 
if they only kept a real Christian there—one who could tur 
water into wine or any other liquor in demand.

Many thousands believed in him and his cures, and then 
he suddenly left Colorado. The faithful dreamed all manners 
of solution for his disappearance. Gravely a sect assembled 
and made the announcement that he had been translated to 
heaven in a chariot of fire, and there were those who put 
themselves forward as witnesses to this miracle. Other 
explanations as uncanny were advanced, and did not lack 
believers. Men fought for a splinter of the rough board 
sanctified by the print of his hob-nailed boots. He wandered 
away to desolate parts, and got in prison as a vagrant. 
When they found it was Schlatter, the divine healer, he was 
set free, but he appears to have perished from starvation 
when enduring a forty days’ fast. A Bible, with his name, 
was found under his skull. _

Professor J. E. B. Mayor, the President of the Vegetarian 
Society, thought fit, at the Vegetarian Jubilee meeting at 
Ramsgate, in his opening public address, to pitch into Mr. 
Salt for saying that the Jews were a flesh-eating people. 
This is the fact. Of course, in hot climates less meat is usually 
taken; but Leviticus xi. 3 says: “ Whatever parteth the 
hoof, and is clovenfooted, and cheweth tho cud, among the 
beasts that shall ye eat.” God Almighty had animals sacri
ficed every day in his temple, and Jesus Christ partook of 
passover lamb, multiplied fishes for food, and said in vision 
to his first apostle, “ Rise, Peter, kill and eat.”

The Rev. John Tucknell has started and becomo secretary 
of “ the Bible League,” of which \V. H. Seagram, Esq., is 
President, and Lieutenant-Colonel Corry Smith treasurer. 
The Bible League describes itself as an Association of Chris
tians of various denominations who, believing in the full 
inspiration of Holy Scripture, have banded themselves

The Church Weekly is very bellicose about the attack ^  
British missionaries in China. It says : “ Remonstran 
and diplomatic proceedings being of little avail in pr e V a 
ing these attacks, sterner measures will be necessary,!vn a3 
few British gunboats must be sent into Chinese waters . 
near to the miscreants as possible." Our pious papers ff0 ^  
willingly see a war for the sake of the missionaries who p^ . 
their noses and their religion whore they know they lir0 
wanted.

faffl°“jAt the sale of the Ashburnham Library, tho 1:LLLf ed
...azarn, or first printed edition of the Bible, was kno .jy
down to Mr. Quaritch for £4,000. The prico would pro15 „
1_____I______ 1 _11 i l . .  l_ „ l____i____ -C _ 1T j.1- _ ___Zi-n-ahave bought up all the belongings of all the writers, aU1 
whom, of course, we do not class King David.

Brevities. i
As natural fog obscures a landscape, so does supern» 

mist obscure truth. . Jis-
When supernatural fog is lifted, priestly relig1011 

appears. _ _ 0f
To a mind unclouded by superstition, the evidence 

deity and of an immortality are insufficient. ,- fs of
But absolute truths are not dependent on our ben 

disbeliefs. „otb»^
As regards a deity, tho Christian religion reveals ^.-e£ ¡o

new ; neither did it bring immortality to light. R 
that was prevalent long before. . Qbr'is'

On examination, little originality is to b8 found i° 
tianity ; but it is an oppressive and a costly system-
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TO CORRESPONDENTS.

a’ Charles W atts’s Lecturing Engagements.—July 1 1 ,  
Athenasum Hall, London; August 8, Failsworth; 15, New 

rompton. October 5, Sheffield. 10, Birmingham. November 
’ Clasgow.—All communications for Mr. Watts should be 
°nt to him (if a reply is required, a stamped and addressed 

envelope must be enclosed) at 81 Effra-road, Brixton, London,

C. Woodbury (Washington).—Thanks for the batch of papers etc, 
vmd regards to your wife. We hope to see you both again, 
ere or in your own land.

•W. S.—Mr. Joseph Cowen’s speech, which you kindly sent us, 
an admirable piece of rhetoric. Some of its sentences, also, 

re W1S0> especially towards the conclusion.
•Hawkins. —Bentham’s complete works run to a great many 

losely printed volumes. They can only be obtained second- 
There is a volume of selections entitled Benthamiana, 

n.tu John Hill Burton, the historian of Scotland, and 
q thor of that delightful volume The Bookhuntcr.

th^w^LYTHE' —^ ou find evidence of the Hebrew story of
ae tall having been derived from the Persian mythology in Mr. 
oote s Eve and the Apple, one of his “ Bible Romances,” which 
an be obtained from Mr. Border for Id. It is impossible to give 
aborious proof of every statement in every article; besides, it 

p unnecessary when the statement is a commonplace. The 
orsian story of Meshia and Meshiane, the two first parents of 

¡nankind, who were placed in a beautiful garden, and forbidden 
o eat of the fruit of the tree Om, and were seduced by Ahriman. 
no principle of evil embodied as a serpent—is known to be older 
nan the Hebrew story, which appears in the book of Genesis, 
ut was evidently unknown to the Jews for many hundreds of 

jears after the alleged time of Moses. There is no trace of it i 
g “ ® Historical books.

• Mann.—Not without merit, but the subject is one that requires 
S J°re ^uar( ê<d treatment.

' ca'll^-’ apropos of Thomas Shore’s letter in our issue of Juno 27, 
witL aí^ention to the fact that the newsagent who supplies him 
aj Ul tho Freethinker—Smith, Cursitor-streot, Chancery-lane — 
t>Way® exhibits a contents-sheet, He advises Freethinkers in 
ask ne*ffhborhood g ¡v0 neWsagent their custom. S. J. B.

. whether we could not publish a list of newsagents who sell 
list9 0̂urna'  and display a bill. Wo havo tried to get up such a 

t more than once, but with no very signal success. With 
„ to the Park Demonstrations, about which this corre- 
Pondent enquires, we have to say that Mr. Foote contemplates 

j  t&nging for a few more during the present summer.
te —Mr. Foote has booked the last Sunday in Sep

ta ber for Birmingham. Mr. Taylor was wired to that effect,
j  aa requested. S
' ' Foster.—There is no such fund in existence now. Do you

j  an the Lecture Scheme ?
su ° liEI'T3' —We hope tho Liverpool Branch’s picnic will bo a 
p!aCeSf function. Let us know in due course what are your 

p . ns ror the winter campaign, 
an Ul E— M  Pleased to receivo your interesting letter, which is 
Y0 encouragemont to us in our battle against superstition, 
battf ar°  ’ l13**-0 right in saying that wo shall not live to see the 
s l “ G faded, but there is consolation in seeing the certain, if 
nati ’ ,®c 3̂ne bigotry and prejudice. (2) In destroying supor- 
ofmUralj?m wo leave men froo to live under tho natural sanctions 
a kn°r'i y‘ Personal, domestic, and social wolfaro depend upon 

Mr °W e<%0 °f nature’s laws and the sentiment of fraternity.
road' sl>DI>’ sccrotary of tho West London Branch, 21 Abdale- 
WK b oopherd’s Bush, thanks those roaders of tho Freethinker 
f ^ - o  responded to his appoal on behalf of Mr. St. John. As 
t0 ft?r help is urgently needed, he trusts that thoso who intend 
a¡¡ ¿ j S°ribe will do so as early as possible. Mr. St. John has 
[,tj ' y  improvod in health, and it is hoped that, with tho aid of 
res., r !lurfiing and medical attention, he will soon recover and 

F  j  «is work in tho locturo-fiold. 
and V01“ IAN- ~ S°e paragraph. Glad to soo that the Chatham 
8houl I °W ^ romPfcon friends aro active. All N. S. S. Branchos 

Vy p. d fry to carry on open-air work during tho summor. 
still f KciI\—Many of the lato Charlos Bradlaugh’s writings are 
cu ttn Print, and can be obtained at Mr. Forder’s, 28 Stono- 
sond r'street, E.C. Apply to him for a catalogue, which ho will 

Mr j?  8ratis-
YoUN( ’tk’s Lecture Scheme.—E. L., £1. 

d°ni' j. T(',dEnt.— W o adviso you to road Grog’s Creed nj Christen-CLOfu f i     * .  » »  o  a u v t i u  _ y u u  u u  i u u u  o  k /f  cow« i / /  \ ju r  t o c a o -Then lr3t>' givos a first-rato gonoral view of the subject. 
na;,t road Giles’s Christian Records, and, if possible, Super- 
stifr ai Religion. Tho latter is in throe volumes, and is protty 
read o T lnK> hub it will ropay you for your trouble. Then 
a m.a f ra^SS * Life o f  Christ, translated by Georgo Eliot. It is the (; °rPiece of critical analysis, going through tho wholo of 
its st°ry. anci showing its impossibility as history and
then,, n<3ary and mythical character. Nover mind the clerical 
olergy SnGors at Strauss. Read him for yourself. What the 
andq^ i^oh-pooh is gonorally tho most formidable to their creed

p Protensions.t*I’ERs j)
"'W ont < EIVEI>'—Ereidonkor—Anglo-Russian—Animals’ Friend 
heifer a" an Messenger—Literary Guido—Liborty—Freedom— 
Charinuf '-’or Armo Teufel— Do Dagoraad—Secular Thought— 
light—v°n ™ ows and Courier—New York Public Opinion—Day- 
^®ason ^ mouth Independent—People’s Newspaper—Torch of 
■l-inics o  Worlds—Progressive Thinkor—Echo—Isle of Man

"Sydney Bulletin—Zoophilist.

It being contrary to Post-office regulations to announce on the 
wrapper when the subscription is due, subscribers will receive 
the number in a colored wrapper when their subscription 
expires.

Lecture Notices must reach 28 Stonecutter-street by first post 
Tuesday, or they will not be inserted.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favor by 
marking the passages to which they wish to call our attention.

The National Secular Society’s office is at No. 377 Strand, 
London, where all letters should be addressed to Miss Vance.

Orders for literature should bo sent to Mr. R. Border, 28 Stone
cutter-street, E.O.

The Freethinker will be forwarded, direct from the publishing 
office, post free, at the following rates, prepaid:—One Year, 
10s. Gd. | Half Year, 5s. 3d. j Three Months, 2s. 8d.

Letters for the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to 
28 Stonecutter-street, London, E.O.

Scale of A dvertisements.—Thirty words, Is. fid .; every suc
ceeding ten words, fid. Displayed Advertisements:—One inch, 
4s. fid.; half column, £1 2s. fid.; column, £2 5s. Special terms 
for repetitions.

S U G A R  P L U M S .

T his Sunday evening, July 11, Mr. Charles Watts will 
lecture at the Athemeum Hall, 73 Tottenham Court-road, 
taking for his subject, “  Drawbacks of Christian England.”

Mr. C. Cohen has been lecturing under Mr. Foote’s Scheme 
at New Brompton, and his iniluence ■was so formidable that 
the followers of Mr. Waldron, a Christian Evidence lecturer, 
stormed the Freethought platform, so that Mr. Cohen had to 
be escorted under police protection to the railway station. 
Mr. Stanley Jones gave an open-air lecture there last Sunday 
morning, which was highly appreciated. Mr. Waldron took 
part in the discussion, and apologized for the disorderly con
duct of his followers on the previous Friday. The local Free
thinkers hope this gentleman will continue his labors, for 
the more he advocates Christianity the better it is for 
Secularism. ____

The London Union of Ethical Societies has convened a 
meeting at the Holborn Town Hall on Monday evening, 
July 19, to consider a proposal to substitute a scheme of 
Moral Teaching for the Religious Instruction which is now 
given in Board schools. It is thought that such a proposal 
will attract the electors more than the “ negative” plan of 
sweeping out religion and leaving nothing but acience, 
literature, and art. Whether this is a correct idea remains 
to be seen. Meanwhile, tho proposal is worthy of serious 
consideration. Those who put it forward are as sick as we 
are of the existing “ Compromise.” The National Secular 
Society will be represented at tho Holborn Town Ilall 
meeting, by Mr. Foote for certain, and perhaps by other 
delegates. ____

Mr. F. N. Verinder represented the Mild may Radical Club 
at the recent meeting of the so-called Progressives in the 
School Board Division of Finsbury, and moved the adoption 
of tho principle of “ secular education in our common 
schools.” Mr. Verinder spoke as a Churchman, and 
demanded justice for citizens who were compelled to pay 
for religious instruction in schools while believing it to be 
useless and even mischievous. He was strenuously opposed 
by the Nonconformist delegates, some of whom threatened 
to retire from the Conference if “ Secularism pure and 
simplo ” were made a part of tho programme. Yet when Mr. 
Verinder’s motion wasdefoated these same delegates appealed 
to its supporters to abide by the general decision. A 
Secularist delegate from a local Trade Union branch moved 
the deletion of all reference to “ the Compromise as carried 
out since 1871.” But this also was defeated. Thus the Non
conformist policy prevails, and the Secularists are expected 
to work for its success. They will be fools to do anything 
of tho kind : moreover they will bo traitors to their 
principles. The one great hope of Secularism lies in 
rescuing tho children from priestcraft, and religious in
struction in Board schools is the very worst form of priest
craft. ____

Signor Amilcare Cipriani, who was last Sunday elected 
deputy to the Italian Chamber for Forti, is well known 
both as a Freethinker and Socialist. He was one of tho 
presidents at the Paris International Congress of Free
thinkers in 1889. ____

The New England Spiritualists, who are at one with the 
Secularists in all their political demands, are arranging for 
their Annual Convention, which takes the form of a Camp 
Meeting, from August 1 to August 30, at Lake Pleasant, 
Massachusetts. They have boating, fishing, jaunts, and 
other entertainments, intermingled with lectures and dis
cussions. Colonel Irgersoll will give them two Sunday
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lectures during the month. The American Spiritualists 
cannot convert Ingersoll to their “ soul” views, but they 
are very fond of him nevertheless.

A. H. Gerhard, the editor of De Dageraad, of Amsterdam 
opens the July number of that publication with an article 
on the education question, in which he contends that the 
chief condition of all right thinking is having a wealth of 
ideas arising from study of facts systematically arranged 
J. G. teu Bokkel follows with a study of mythology, dis 
tinguishing between myths and verifiable history, and 
showing that the Christ-saga is connected rather with the 
former than the latter. Bruno Wille, the German Free 
thinker, writes on “ Religious Slavery.” He has had some 
experience of it in Berlin. Under the title of “ Dust and 
Ashes,” an account is given of the cremation movement. In 
the “ Universal Review” department there is a paper on 
“  Anti-Theology and Socialism.” The writer has evidently 
gone to some untrustworthy sources for a correct account 
of the position of things in England.

The Liverpool Branch holds its annual picnic on July 18 
at Thurstaston, Cheshire. Brakes will leave Woodside 
Ferry at 2.15. All friends intending to join the party should 
send in their names to Mr. J. Roberts (secretary), 99 Saxony 
road, Liverpool, or Mr. L. Small, 60 Brook-road, Bootle, or 
Mr. J. Hammond, 26 Sandheys-street, Kirkdale, as soon as 
possible. We may add that a knife-and-fork tea will be 
provided at a reasonable charge.

Daylight, of Norwich, lives up to its name, and lets the 
sunshine stream upon shams in politics, religion, and social 
life. Our cathedral towns have usually so many remnants 
of the Dark Ages, that they might all do well to have a little 
Daylight. ____

Mr. Alfred Kitson treats the question, “ Were the Gospels 
Divinely Inspired V in the Two Worlds in a way calculated 
to shake the orthodox out of their time-crusted Bibliolatry.

Great Thoughts (July 10) gives a portrait of Frederic 
Harrison, the well-known Positivist, wich the report of an 
interview with him by Raymond Blathwayt. Mr Blath 
wayt, being a Catholic, did not introduce controversial 
religion, but apparently confined the talk to the teaching of 
history and the characteristics of historians.

A paragraph, going the rounds, says that more than four- 
fifths of the people in London never enter a place of worship. 
Yet some people say that Freethought propaganda has been 
a failure. ____

The first American paper we take up after writing this, 
Public Opinion, of New York, cites the following: “ A 
recent editorial in the Watchman deplores the steadily- 
declining attendance of children and young people upon 
the services of the Church.” If this continues it will be the 
best sign of all, for the Church has been erected on the 
ignorance of children and the slavery of women.

The Humanitarian League has issued through W. Reeves, 
Fleet-street, an excellent “ Plea for a Court of Criminal 
Appeal ” by a writer who signs himself “  Lex.” The shape 
of the brochure is rather ungainly, but the contents should 
be mastered by every reformer The price is one penny.

IS THERE A FUTURE LIFE ?

T he mere existence of a desire in man to  prolong his being, 
even if it were universal, can afford little assurance that the 
desire will be fulfilled. Of desires which will never be 
fulfilled man’s whole estate is lamentably full. If to each of 
us his own little being is inexpressibly dear, so is its own 
little being to the insect, which nevertheless is crushed 
without remorse and without hope of a future existence.

It is sad that man should perish—and perish just when 
he has reached his prime. This seems Jlike cruel wasteful
ness in nature. But is not nature full of waste ? Butler 
rather philosophically finds an analogy to tho waste of souls 
in the waste of seeds. He might have found one in tho 
destruction of geological races, in the redundancy of animal 
life, which involves elimination by wholesale slaughter, in 
the multitude of children brought into the world only to 
die. The deaths of children, of which a large number 
appear inevitable, seem to present an insurmountable 
stumbling-block to any optimism which holds that nature 
can never be guilty of waste even in regard to the highest 
of her works. Waste there evidently is in nature, both 
animate and inanimate, and to an enormous extent, if our 
intelligence tells us true. Tho earth is full of waste places, 
as well as of blind agencies of destruction, such as earth
quakes and floods; while her satellites appear to be nothing 
but wastVi.—Professor Goldivin Smith.

A RETORT ON THE SPIRITIST.

“ You think of me as seeing no essential difference between 
mind and the material properties of the brain. As well 
might I think of you as seeing no essential difference 
between music and the material properties of the piano 
from which it is evoked. Because you assert that music 
is produced from the piano, do you, therefore, assert any 
kinship in nature between a piano-string and the aerial 
pulse it generates when struck 1 Or do you, therefore, 
assert an identity between such pulses and the relations 
among them which constitute cadences and harmonies l 
No more, then, do I, in asserting the dependence of mind 
on nervous structure, assert any kinship in nature between 
the matter of a nerve-cell and the actions that arise from 
it, or between these actions and those relations among 
them which constitute thought. Do you object to tho 
parallel because the piano remains silent till touched, while 
the brain acts without external help 1 I reply that in 
either case the power is derived from without, and that the 
effect of the structure is simply that of transforming it- 
As the motion given to an automatic musical instrument 
passes through its specialized structure and comes out m 
the form of particular combinations of aerial pulses, simul
taneous and successive; so the motion locked up in a man s 
food, added to that directly received through his senses, 
is transformed while passing through the nervous system 
into those combinations of nervous actions which, on their 
subjective faces, are thoughts and feelings.

‘ But this analogy is far too rude to convey a true 
conception. Not with sensible motion, even though it be 
that of the invisible air, has mind any direct kinship ; but 
only with insensible motion of kinds inconceivably more 
subtle and immeasurably more rapid. Not to combined 
undulations of ponderable substance, however rare, 13 
mind to be assimilated; but only to combined undulations 
of the all-pervading imponderable substance which we know 
of only by inference from their effects. Tho activities of 
this imponderable substance, though far simpler, and in 
that respect far lower, than the activities we call mind, 
are at tho same time far higher than thoso wo call mind 
in respect of their intensity, their velocity, their subtlety- 
What has been gained in adaptability has been lost in 
vivacity. Though mind brings into adjustment the 
apparatus by which certain ethereal undulations emanating 
from tho sun are brought to a focus, yet mind cannot, like 
these concentrated undulations, dissipate tho diamond 
placed in that focus. Though mind is capable of de
vising an electric telegraph, yet it remains wholly insensible 
to those slight molecular agitations on tho other side of 
tho earth which transform themsolves into sensible motions 
on this side. And now that tho rates and volitions of our 
ideas have boon measured, wo learn that, though thought is 
quick, light is many millions of times quicker.

“  Your conception, 0  Spiritualist, is far too gross for me- 
know not what may bo tho extent to which you have 

refined this creed which you inherit from aboriginal man- 
Disembodied spirit was conceived by your remote 
ancestors (as it is still conceived by various existing 
savages) as material enough to take part in battle, 
and oven to bo killed over again. Becoming lesS 
concrete and definite as knowledgo increased, the i“ ®a 

a ghost continued, till quite modern days, to 13 
that of a being which could cause alarming noises an 
utter words. Even your quite recent ancestors, transparen 
as they supposed tho substance of a ghost to be, nevcrthe' 
less supposed it visible. Possibly you have still furtne 
purified their belief. But, whether you confess it or no , 
you cannot think of disembodied spirit without thinking 0 

as occupying a separate place in space—as baV1,n§ 
position and limits, and such materiality as is implied ny 
limits. This idea, not commended to me by its genealogy; 
quite unsatisfactory in its nature and wholly unsupporte' e 
by evidence, I cannot accept.”— Herbert Spencer, “ principle J 
Psychology," sec. 271.

Logical consequences are the scarecrows of fools an  ̂Jpo
beacons of wise men.
man can ask himself is whether a doctrine is true or 
Consequences will take care of themselves.—Huxley.

God’s excuse is that he does not exist.—// .  Beyle.

The only question which any, , 0
mrV»a flonV* r l n n l - r l n n  id  f .P ll fl  O r
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SOME DEALINGS WITH DEITIES.

At the meeting of the Folk-Lore Society at Albemarle-street, 
n June 29, W. Crooke, B.A.—author of a standard book on 
5 .̂ Popular religion and folk-lore of the northern provinces 

in fu la’ ' n wAich he illustrates the eyolution of the godlings 
o Wwseparta—read a paper, which he entitled “ The Binding 

i ■ ‘ue God : A Study of Idolatry.” Mr. Crooke stated that 
»  residence among an idolatrous people in India induced a 
"uy °J their customs and beliefs. He endorsed the view 

i .. e development of the idol from a rude wooden or stone 
u.sh—such as those described by Pausanius as at Greek 

1 rines—into the highest efforts of art. He then cited from 
n early Hindu ritual, describing the mantras, spells, and 
ner ceremonies by which an idol was infused with divinity, 

cr t rJ*'ual followed the lines by which a temple was conse
nted. It must be done by a holy person, or Brahman, who 

set-8 masbered the Vedas. He invokes with spells the god 
cup, considering him, be it Brahma, Siva, Vishnu, or some 

as for the time the chief god, and the others as 
l endants. The god has to be placed firmly, “ as the 
a aveu.s are firm.” It is bathed with curds and ghee, and 
•y chinks are carefully filled up with sand, that evil spirits 

wiih k0  ̂ enber- The consecrated image is then bathed 
diCtl gutter and sesame, and touched with a golden stick 
s PPeu in honey—a mystical substance from bees who carry 
oftk  each verse of his spell the priest touches a part
he ) 6 *ma8? set up—on his legs, body, arms, breast, and 

"touching at the same time the like parts of his own 
ren i and Bays> “ Let the divine spirit enter.” He then 
of??a^.the Gayatri: “ Let us meditate that excellent glory 

no divine Vivifier. May he enlighten our understanding ” 
say S?C«e  ̂ verse equivalent to our Lord’s Prayer ; and finally 
abid: ' ® Gtad 0 1 thou art welcome, and should

M a,?^ot)8 as the sun and heaven endure.”
Bomr’ ^ ro?he thought this ritual—which, by the way, in 
of 0 Particulars could be paralleled from Christian forms 
i»k^ns.ecration—had developed from a more savage one, 
»  he had witnessed - - - - -

>a before the Aryans.
{jQSent at the birth of i
chil r^S *'r y *n8 a case of murder. A  man had killed his 
tnent ln or^er t° make its gho3t torment one of his tor- 
The erJ an<̂  Air. C. had to look into the matter on the spot, 
as cr’h i  0n aPPearance of sickness and disease had been
pv»r . to the spirit, and nn Oin—n. nnnnintr man nr«xorci30r__wag A . *. 
tjjemitlve pries!
aQ(/ 0 ar° supposed to be a large number established as gods, 

other godlings waiting for promotion. As the spirits 
hi ® supposed to assemble, the Oja, or Shaman, worked 
Saul i nt° a state of afflatus, rolled on the ground, like 
sp i^ h e n  among tho prophets, then rose grasping at the 
bis A ^ 'id e n ly  seized some black sesame, which ho gave 
hole “ thence to understand was the spirit; this he put in a 
dUt) lQ a log, which was rapidly closed with clay and cow- 
dulv . e spirit was thus enclosed in the log, which, if 

y Propitiated, might become propitious, and bo regarded 
repi/r e a t  deity. If, for instance, tho disease declined, tho 
be raVu 5?n the log-god would be established, and ho would

(A  Report, interspersed with comments.)

T -c\ h e  had witnessed among the Dravidians, a race in 
"  ' Mr. Crooko had the chance to be

lj at the birth of a god. It happened in this way :

an Oja—a cunning man or 
called in to lay the ghost. This more 

ve priest rang a bell to summon the ghosts, of whom

g PuUy promoted.
.,ore proceeding with Mr. Crooke’s lecturo, I hero inter

ne eUat.lb pointed out that a parallel to the filling up 
c o n j 0vice3 found in the Russian Greek Church when 

- at°d. The last plank of the altar is nailed to 
isfiluii bbe nailing of Jesus, and then every tiny crack 

Mr with white wax.
god ’ fVr°oke gave several illustrations of capturing the 
tfm’ , ne which will come home to all Bible readers is the 
'~rofs 1 Philistines at the taking of tho ark of Jahveh 
in „ t,‘,rrftd to, by the way, in Mr. Foote’s Bible romance, God
god -and their consternation when the image of their 
0;oln!.Ju8on fell beforo tho ark. The falling of a god was 
the evh’ an<f meant its deposition. In New Ireland
hut as',)8 are seb on an eminence, and if one falls over it is 
s®lvas 6 ’ ^°r *b held that if the gods cannot hold them- 
ence 6lie.ct they are no good to help others—a sound infer- 
thois’tJ p  °h the reporter thinks worth tho attention of 
Whi0j, P .h  kinds. Mr. Crooko gave illustrations of images 
Lot,,.. • using lent, conveyed their diviue blessing to their 

l0rs- He might have mentioned that in Italy  ̂ theUatUbi~~'0'i •110 ,n,8Ul . rti0ri. n? ?hild-Christs are constantly on hire, for a considera- 
Motli0p V° in Moscow tho famous Virgin Bogie Mater, or 
it! the TC God, can scarcely ever be seen at her residence 
Partiea iVre,nHn> because she is hired to go out to birthday 
carrigd’ Weudings, births? and other occasions. Gods were 
their id ?ui bn war t0 bring luck. The Egyptians carried 
the Cat 1 811-11 Processions ; and so, too, adds the reporter, do 
the borl*10 iCiS carry tho consecrated Host, which contains 
ears 0f ? ’ hlood, soul, and divinity of God. In India tho 
place ,^annatha and of other gods are carried from 
Ike Kt. P'uuo, conveying their blessings wlierover they go. 
CaPturi(l 'o  Pleeautious are taken that gods shall not be 

• home are made ‘deformed in the legs that they

may not run away. [Is this why Greek figures of 
Christ are lame 11 In Easter Island the gods are packed 
away in sacks, and the owner will only show as many 
toys as I19 has personally made, which he thinks he thus 
has complete power over. In Mexico Quexacotl was covered 
with blankets. The Dyaks seek to capture souls, and instru
ments used for that purpose by the Harvey Islanders may be 
seen in the ethnographical gallery of the British Museum. 
Mr.Crooke opposed the view of Mr. Jevons that it was no part 
of religion that gods could be constrained as by magic. 
There were abundant instances of gods being scolded and 
beaten. Some, as Herodotus relates, would aim their arrows 
at the gods, curse them, and fight the desert winds. He 
might have added that Portuguese sailors have been known 
to pitch the Virgin Mary overboard when she has proved 
of no avail against a storm. So at Naples the fisherwomen 
cry out to San Genario : “ You yellow-faced rascal, we will 
pray to you no more if you do not let your blood melt ” 
(see Footsteps o f the Past, p. 31). Many gods were confined as 
prisoners, only brought out once a year or on state occa
sions. They were taboo, and dwelt in a holy of holies 
[like Jahveh, and it was death to touch his travelling- 
trunk], They were exhibited only to the priests or initiated 
persons. Tiresias was deprived of sight because he had 
seen the goddess Athene. The temple was held to be the real 
dwelling-place of the god, and in India they were washed 
and dressed ; their images, too [like those of Catholic 
saints], were believed to sweat, weep, brandish spears, or 
give other signs of real life. The paper gave illustrations 
of binding the god with fetterp, willows, and chains. The 
Romans fettered the image of Saturnus as they concealed the 
real name of their city, lest power should be acquired over it 
Even Aphrodite was sculptured with chains on her feet. Some 
of the gods in India were put in irons. Mr. Crooke mentioned 
many folk-tales of spirits shut up in bottles, like the bottle- 
imps and le diable boiteux, and of spirits induced to go into 
bags and jugs and there kept. He then referred to the 
passage in Homer relating that Ares was imprisoned in a 
vessel of bronze for thirteen months; but Miss Harrison, 
the author of a work on Greek Art and Mythology, who 
was present, thought this was rather a nature-myth allied 
to those of vegetative gods, bound down in autumn and 
loosened in spring.

Mr. Crooke’s paper was certainly a remarkable one. 
throwing much light on tho evolution of early deities ana 
demons. It will be printed in full in Folk-Lore, and Mr. 
Crooke’s views can then be judged by his own words, not 
by such a report as this, written mainly from memory, and 
with some of my own observations and opinions intermixed.

J. M. W heeler.

EVOLUTION EXPOUNDED.

T he Churchman relates an amusing story of a “ learned’’ 
butler who expounded evolution to his associates :—

“ Two or three mornings after the arrival of tho new 
butler, the mistress of the house took the opportunity of 
asking the cook how she liked her new fellow-servant. The 
report was an excellent one. ‘ In fact, ma’am,’ said the cook, 
1 the servants’ hall is quite a different place now.’ Not un
naturally, tho mistress pressed for further particulars. 
‘ Well, he talks so clover! y,’ said the cook. ‘ Last night, for 
instance, he explained things to us for an hour and a half.’ 
‘ Explained things—what things f  said the mistress, now 
really interested. ‘ Well,’ was the reply, ‘ he was telling us 
how we are all descended from Mr. Darwin !’ ”

The butler’s idea of ovolution was a little confused; but 
it was not further from tho truth than some of the preachers’ 
efforts years ago to state the theory before refuting it. Their 
common representation and standing joke was, “ Darwin 
says your grandfather was a monkey.” The servant-girl 
got the idea. Her employer, not wishing to bo interrupted, 
said to her : “  If anybody calls for me, do not say that I am 
at home. If they ask any question, give them an equivocal 
answer.” In tho evening, the gentleman asked whether 
anybody had called to soe him. Tho reply was iu the 
affirmative. “ And what did you say ?” “  I gave him a 
kivecal answer,” tho maid replied. “ He axed mo if yer 
honor was at homo ; and I axed him if his grandfather was 
a monkey ?” B. F. U.

Numbers of savage peoples suppose that the soul con
tinues to inhabit the body after death, though from time to 
time it makes excursions into the world of tho living. It 
therefore requires a hole if it is to escape from an enclosure. 
For this reason it is that, at the death of a relative, tho 
Hottentots, tho Sanoyeds, tho Siamese, the Fijians, and the 
Redskins make a hole in the hut to allow the passage of the 
deceased, but close it again immediately afterwards to 
prevent its coming back. The Iroquois make a small hole 
in every tomb, and expressly declare that it is to enable the 
soul to go out and come in [at its pleasure.—Count Goblet 
d ’Alvielia, Uibbert Lectures.



4M THE FREETHINKER. July 11, 1897.

B O O K  C H A T .
M e . Geoffkey M oetimek ’s new book, The Blight o f Respecta
bility, is as refreshing, and will probably be to some as 
objectionable, as a thunder-shower in sultry weather. For 
Mr. Mortimer smashes down ruthlessly the smug conven
tionalities of Grundyism, and pelts unsparingly into shams, 
stupidities, and hypocrisies. But even a Grundyite must 
feel that the air is clearer afterwards and, for our part, we 
must say his book is capital reading, and that we have enjoyed 
the lashing strokes which he directs against the Philistines, 
who live a lie and then make a saintly ending.

* * *
Mr. Mortimer anatomizes the “ respectables” of our time 

as Thackeray did the snobs of his. His diagnosis is keen, 
his descriptions plain, his satire severe, and his remedies 
drastic. He asks : “  Would it not be an act of sheer defama
tion of character to describe Ben Jonson, Shakespeare, 
Dryden, Fielding, and Burns as ‘ respectable men’l No 
great man has ever been, or ever can be, of the respecta
bilities, for the simple reason that the great are not ordinary, 
and the ordinary alone are respectable.” But Mr. Mortimer 
throughout attacks “ respectability ” from above, not from 
below. It is in the cause of a truer humanity, of simple 
human brotherhood, that he attacks the “ gentility” which 
ever aspires to appear that which it is not, and loses the 
better estate of self-respect in worship of Mrs. Grundy. 
Ho would have boys taught the words of the knights in 
Pericles:—

W e are gentlemen,
That neither in our hearts, nor outward eyes 
Envy the great, nor do the low despise.

The spirit of true human dignity is in this vigorous on
slaught on respectability.

*  *  *

Mr. Bertram Dobell’s catalogues of books (77 Charing 
Cross-road) always contain many interesting items. The 
July number gives both “ Notes and Notices” and “ Half 
Hours with Old Books,” the latter bsing devoted to.the 
work of Father Bridoul, who establishes the foundation of 
the Holy Eucharist upon the respect paid to the sacrament 
by various animals. Mr. Dobell reprints three of these 
appeals to credulity, relating how “ a spider revenges the 
affront done to the Holy Sacrament.” “ Swine adore the 
Holy Sacrament,” and “ A whale, a fish of the greater kind, 
lent his back to say Masse upon on Easter Day.”

* * *
The Rev. Dennis Hird, in his new book, In Search o f a 

Religion, says : “ Man had a religion thousands of years 
before the Jews existed, and the term, Mosaic Law, i3 a 
brilliant sacred pun, for it consists of several little bits 
taken from every race with whom the Jews came in contact.” 

* * *
It is expected that the biography of the late Professor 

Huxley, prepared by his son, Mr. Leonard Huxley, will be 
ready in the late autumn. Our readers may 1 ike to see a 
characteristic letter which Professor Huxley addressed to 
Mr. J. M. Wheeler, who pointel out to him a grave mis
representation of his teaching made at a Theosophical Con
gress in America. The letter is as follows : “ Hodeslea, 
Staveley-road, Eastbourne, July 17, 1804. Dear Sir,—There 
is an old motto—Scotch, I think—which runs : ‘ They say 1 
What say they 1 Let them say !’ If I had not guided my
self by this principle, and never entered into controversy 
without a purpose totally distinct from personal reclama
tion, life would have been a much harder burden than it 
has proved. None the less, thanks to you for taking up the 
cudgels in my behalf. I am, yours faithfully, T. II. 
Huxley.”

*  *  *

An English translation of Professor Ribot’s book, The 
Psychology of the Emotions, is announced. The Professor’s 
notable theory is, that all emotions are of an identical nature, 
in the sense that they are the effect, not the cause, of bodily 
changes.

* * *
The new edition of Sir John Evans’s work on the ancient 

stone implements, weapons, and ornaments of Great Britain, 
necessitated by our increased knowledge of the palaeolithic 
period, will be ready in the next few days. Some of the new 
illustrations have been borrowed from the publications of 
various learned societies, and many have been specially en
graved.

*  *  *

Mr. Forder has issued a fresh shilling edition of The 
People’s Darwin, a popular exposition of the principles of 
Evolution, by Dr. E. B. AveliDg, which, under the title of 
Darrein Made Easy, has already had a large sale. The 
Darwinian theory is lucidly explained, and there is a long 
section on the Origin of Man, followed by another on 
Monkeys, Apes, and Men. The work admirably fills the 
purpose of making Darwin’s views known to a popular 
audience.

It is announced that the Oxford University Press wi 
publish a collection of “ Logia,” or Sayings of the Lora, 
reproduced from an odd leaf of a papyrus said to have 
been found on the edge of the Libyan desert by M • 
Bernard P. Grenfell, of Queen’s College, and Mr. A- o. 
Hunt, of Magdalen College, Oxford. It is to be desire 
that the genuineness of the papyrus, which is said t 
be in very clear uncial Greek, in a remarkable state 0 
preservation, should be submitted to experts, the 
especially as this i3 now claimed to be the earliest Chnstia 
document, dating, possibly, from the second century. V* 
sayings are detached, without context, and each begin 
with the words “ Jesus saith.” If this first fragmen 
runs the gauntlet of criticism, we expect more papyri"'1, 
soon be discovered, for this has hitherto been a missing hQ 
in Christian evidences ; and since it has been pointed ou 
that the records of the Merovingian Kings of France wer 
kept on papyrus, the absence of Christian papyri has bee 
“  a long-felt want.” In these things demand always bege ■ 
supply. Supposing the document to be genuine, and t 
belong to the period alleged, it only serves to show tn 
lateness of the Gospels; and the more this is demonstrate 
the worse it is for orthodox Christianity.

*  *  *

The July number of the New Century Review has a 
number of interesting contents. James Stanley Lit.t 
opens with a polemic against the doctrine of the_ equahw 
of black and white, entitled “ The Enemies in Sout 
Africa.” The Rev. Richard A. Armstrong, B.A., writes 0 
“ Authority in Religion,” following much of the thought 0 
Dr. Martineau in his book on that subject. People at 
transferring the seat of authority from the Church and tD̂ 
Book to the person of Christ; but when the question arise < 
What were his actual opinions the trouble begins.. * 
should fancy a living Italian Pop3 would carry it against 
dead Jew who belioved in devils. “ A Plea for the Codibc  ̂
tion of English Law” is made by J. Compton R'ok®1 ’ 
M P., Professor Maitland, F. Rowley Parker, and Dr. B1»K 
Odgers. “ The Present Position of the Vaccinatio 
Question” is dealt with by A. W. Hut‘on, M.A., 'y 1 
argues that, in the face of unvaccinated Leicest® 
having a far lower death-rate per thousand in the si»»' 
pox epidemics than well - vaccinated Willenhall a 
Sheffield, it is idle to say that vaccination is _ an _ effecti

Protection, or even as efficacious as mere sanitation. ’ 
[odder Williams writes with competence on “ Current Co 

tinental Literature,” and T. H. S. Escott, M.A., deals with p 
Guards and military novels concerning them, under the ti 
of “ Latter-Day Prictorians.”

* * * f r
The Proceedings o f the Society of Biblical Archasology jjj 

May is an interesting number. Sir P. le Page ReI|0 / 
continues his valuable translation of the Egyptian Boos; 
the Dead. In an article on Champollion, however, he t“ 
foul of Dr. Budgp, of the British Museum, and devote.  ̂
somewhat spiteful footnote to him. The spectacle o 
learned Catholic Christian taking every opportunity to 
parage a rival Egyptologist is not edifying. Mr. F. Lesbj 
writes upon “ A Coptic Spell of tho. Second CJcntiiry, J 
which the exorcist invokes Jesus Christ, Jaho Sabaoth, „ 
various heathen gods to unite in casting out the evil sp1 
This spell throws a lurid light upon the ideas ot  ̂
primitive Christians,and shows how little early Christi» 
in Egypt could bo differentiated from the heathen 
stitions surrounding it. Another important paper is . x 
upon “ The Date of the Siloam Inscriptions.” Orth0 
arclneologists had put this down to Hezekiah (700 
without rhyme or reason ; but the author, by an elabo 
study of alphabets, shows clearly that it cannot bo 
than the time of Herod. A tabulated plate of Jewish a l t 
bets brings the argument home at once. We cannot 
how the Society of Biblical Archeology refused the yam» 
paper of Dr. J. B. Mitchell on “ Chrestos—a R o b # >e 
Epithet: its Import and Influence”; but we are glad to 
signs that the members may now bo archuiologists firsr-

The Roman Catholic Tablet calls tho Rev. A. H. C r ^ S  
Christian Instincts and Modern Doubt “ a book for î  v q [ 
written by one not quite so far gone as themselves. j, 
Mr. Craufurd’s declaration, that “ for truth, a*. êns® 
Romanism has never apparently had any very i” , 
regard,” the Tablet fays : “ We can but stand amazed a Q ¡3 
impudence of tho remark in the mouth of a man .ote). 
straining every formula and evading every claim ot .^cd 
lectual honesty in order to remain in tho Estao 
Church, while disbelieving its principal tenets.”

. * * * - to th0The Literary Guide for July gives, in addition 
usual list of contents, two supplements—one Mr. ' 0ji 
“ I'lan of Moral Instruction,” tho other a lengthy 1 . (t,ncc- 
Dr. Goldwin Smith’s Guesses at the Riddle of Bf. L )[r- 
“ Chats about Books” are continued this time ĵt)> 
J. M. RobertsoD, who would have nothing g0nj6 
metaphysical bogies behind a curtain, for w in e . tj0n. 
our ethical culturists seem to have a sneaking vener
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CORRESPONDENCE.
CHRISTIANITY AND GOD.

TO THE EDITOR OF “  THE FREETHINKER.”
S m ,-I sometimes take a copy of your paper, and 

although I quite agree with the majority of its utterances, 
.. w°uld appear that the tendency of the paper is to ques- 
ton the existence of a supervising deity, which I  think is 

error.
It does not, by any means, follow that, if a man should 

discard the Bible as being so full of obvious errors, it 
jwnot he reliable on any point, that he should disbelieve 
. . .  existence of a Lord of all space, and preserver of the 
nniverse.
df/P10re We mak0 a great mistake is in attributing to the 
city many of the passions of man, such as love and 
atred, and the Bible even tells us that man is in God’s 

of V maSe • The result of this is an incongruous jumble 
f tueas of religion which, when examined into, will bo 

und to be little better than the mythology of the ancient 
reeks, whose gods were invested with all the frailties of 

' ushable human nature.
TitnY t^Grc are '■hree illimitables: Jehovah, Space, and

dJ irEH0VAH’—He has neither form, size, or any special 
u ^hug-place ; because, like a magnetic power, felt but 
anH S?eP’ controls and pervades the whole of space, 
j •a although so diffused he can without doubt concentrate 

s Power at any point.
iQ«ereI may parenthetical! y observe that I am not a believer 
matf comraon notion of astronomers that masses of 
sr>a °r or Sases (where did they come from 1) roving in 
0r C0> tumbled or solidified into shape, are by gravitation 
a attra°tion kept on in regular motion for ages without 
do ??. °^er- It gravitation and attraction alone could 
sateir *̂ lero wouId never have been any disorder. No 

*hte would be found turning the opposite way to others 
cha°r . 6 I°rces must either join one direction or cause 

ori if equally balanced, a complete stoppage, 
to To ji>A.CE must evidently be illimitable. It is impossible 
ond°° a In*J°  th0 heavens and name a spot where space can 
Riatt • to wIiet,lier there is a limit to the weight of 
Ho t 1P sPace> we cannot decide ; but there is evidently 
p0e t ^ lnation to space so well described by our great 
'vith as : “ A dark, illimitable ocean without bound ;
t i 0out dimension, where height, breadth, depth, and 
cont Place are lost.” If Jehovah pervades space and 
Sp r°ls space, it follows that he is equally as great as 
to t f ’ a?di therefore, without dimension. To give a form 
humk? Almighty, or a special dwelling-place is, in my 

3 n, opinion, an absurdity altogether.
iI1JE aEo must necessarily be illimitable. It never 

t|,„ a beginning, and can never have an ond, although 
j  ? may be no account kept of it. 

n e  'nt - l0Vah is thogreatest of the three illimitables, being a 
beina ma8netio _spirit_ controlling all space. Jehovah
mUs5 j°  great, it is obvious how utterly insignificant we 
that t) ^  *-3 conceit of human nature to imagine 
aliubl i C0n?elt of human naturo to imagine that this 
bittisplf k ^v*n8> ethereal spirit is continually concerning 
tltQ /  a.bout the small matters of our everyday lives. Fancy 
Triti.d,mr UtHe °bi lady, who is supposed to govern the 
fiuart empire, giving him thanks (by deputy) for a 
sixtver an hour for having preserved her to reign 
Rat(Lyea»s ’ and yet we read even in the Bible that the..“ norm of __ A____ u... n .. ___ ,i . o

everyti - coniroj, nas placed us upon the earth with
of thr. 1ln® .I°r ° ’lr comfort, if we do not abuse the use
retur ° th‘nK9> or rob one another. He asks nothing in 
great.11’ th ou g h , of course, we should honor him by the 
hiaiccY reve.r°nc3 and heartfelt thanks; but we cannot 
has d any c'a*ma upon him to do any more for us than he 

It j0n<?> a.nd still less expect future immortality. 
tOajorV>° V*OUS tbat, if the above ideas aro correct, and the 
in the*ty ? ho trouble anything about the subject believed 
anj ,?“> the parsons’ occupation would practically be gone : 
hell f ller°LOr0 the great deception of heaven for some and 
alth0,°ri *'ae rest is kept up by the ministers of religion, 
they t 1 P°asibly a few of them may actually believe what 
hnuian 1 -*• ^ ut’ unfortunately, the great majority of 
of row j *n83 required some stimulus, either in the hope 
Thor0far<* ° r Punishment, to do right by their fellow men. 
Produr-01? ’ although a vain hope, Christianity may have 
out 0n«*80od results in the case of many individuals ; 
en°’r a the whole, it has doubtless also encouraged an 
and so .Us amount of superstition and clerical persecution 

kindling.—Yours truly, J ohn C. E dgley.

WOES OF THE RITUALISTS.
c, To THE EDITOR OF “ THE FREETHINKER.” 

fronfjT^h0 Rev. R. C. Fillingham, in writing to the Ech 
texton Vicarage, shows the absurdity of Mr. Bnncl

man’s denial that the creeds were given to the Church of 
England by Act of Parliament. Mr. Fillingham, as a clergy
man of that Church, says an Act of Parliament was passed 
in 1559 to settle the Liturgy, and that the clergy should use 
those creeds. If Parliament chose to pass an Act enjoining 
a profession of belief in the Buddha, the clergy of the Church 
of England would have to teach tbat belief ; but the clergy 
of the Church of England are members of a splendid Trade 
Organization. Almost without exception (the Rev. R. C. 
Fillingham being one of the few exceptions) the clergy 
“ hang together.” They all hold the doctrine that private 
judgment must be stamped out, and though a Church-of- 
Englander may cross over into the Papal fold and be made 
much of by the Church of England clergy, yet if he returns 
and proclaims himself a Protestant he is boycotted; nine out 
of ten of the clergy of the Church of England being either 
viiled or open apists of the Papists—and I have had some 
experience, as may be inferred from my advertisement in 
another part of this paper—but, as a matter of fact, the 
Ritualists, instead of having woes, are “ in clover,” the 
sweets of office being theirs. X a vier  F ield .

P R O F A N E  J O K E S .

T he minister was to dinner, and the talk had turned to  the 
Gneco-Turkish war. “ Greece has degenerated. Her glory 
has departed from her.” He shook his head and sighed. 
“ N o” (it was the Board of Trade brother-in-law who took 
up the topic). “  She doesn’t fight like Hellas of old.” Then 
everybody breathed hard, and the dominie turned the talk 
to the late floods.

Spending the winter as invalids at Aiken, S.C., the Hon. 
Thurlow Weed and Mr. Thomas C. Acton whiled away one 
Sabbath afternoon by attending a negro church. When 
they entered the primitive temple, the preacher, who was a 
pure African, was grappling, with all the fervor of his race, 
with the old, old subject of the fall of man. Sketching that 
day in the Garden, with its terrible results, he excoriated 
Adam in this fashion : “ Now, brederen, when de Lord calls 
Adam to ’count, did he stan’ up like a man, confess his sin, 
and ask forgiveness ? He didn’t do nuffin ob de sort, 
brederen, but he say : “  Lord, de woman dat Dou gubest 
me gub me for to eat.’ ” Pausing a moment, he repeated : 
“ ‘ De woman dat Dou gubest me gub me for to eat.’ ” Then 
again : “ ‘ De woman dat Dou gubest me gub me for to eat.’ 
Dar, bredereD, you see dat mean, skulkin’ Adam was a- 
trying to sneak out of it by frowin’ all de blame on de Lord 
hisself!”

Knicker—“ We had to discharge our pastor because ho 
mispronounced a word.” Bocker—“ For such a trifle 1" 
Knicker—“ Y es; he said the dear departed had gone to 
‘ the undiscovered country from whose burn no traveller 
returns.’ ”

Street Evangelist—“ I’ve been a thief ; I’ve been a 
drunkard; I’ve starved my children ; I killed my poor 
w ife; I’ve been in prison for burglary ; I—” Policeman 
(interrupting)—“ Here, you come along to the police-station 
and report yourself.”

A clergyman who had travelled much in the South told 
of Dr. Dashiel’s reception in a large negro church down that 
way. The doctor was prominent throughout the whole 
church, so the pastor thought he was telliDg the truth when 
he introduced the stranger as follows : “ Breddern and 
sisters, 1 now hab de honnah ob intrejucing to yoh do 
Rebbcrend Doctor Dashiel, who am de sounding brass and 
de tinkling cymbal ob de Aletodist Church.”

FAITH.

As to faith ; if you want to show that a Christian has not 
faith in his own doctrine, state that doctrine in all its raw
ness. God created man weak, and made a devil to tempt 
him, knowing he would yield. He became angry at the 
result, and demanded a human sacrifice. He had either to 
damn all people eternally, or give his son over to the mob 
(the mob Being his own product, in liis infinite wisdom), 
and chose the latter plan, although it does not save one 
person in a hundred, and ho knew it wouldn’t from the 
start. How this offends the Christian !

Well, let him state it. “ God so loved the world that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believed on him 
might not perish, but havo everlasting life.” How much 
better that sounds ! But it will not bear analysis. God 
loved the world, yet the good Christian is told to hate the 
world, and yet to imitate God. He gave his son (an act of 
tyranny), as it is not likely the Son consented. “  Might not 
perish yet there was no need of anybody perishing, except 
as he so willed, in his infinite w isdom . R in c t u m .
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC. 48 Pages, beautifu lly  printed and elegantly 
bound, price Sixpence,

Notice» o f  Lecture», etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, and 
be marked “ Lecture Notice,”  i f  not sent on post-card.]

LONDON.
The Athenaeum Hall (73 Tottenham Court-road, W .) : 7.30, 

C. Watts, “ Drawbacks of Christian England.”
Bradlaugh Club and Institute (36 Newington Green-road, Ball’s 

Pond) : 7.15, Stanley Jones, “ Lord Salisbury and Evolution.”
West London Branch N.S.S. 381 Harrow-road, Paddington : July 

12, at 9, Business meeting.

Open-Air Propaganda.
Camberwell (Station-road): 11.30, A lecture.
Camberwell Branch (Peckham R ye): 3 15, S. Jones. 
Olerkenwell Green (Finsbury Branch): 11.30, A. B. Moss. 
Edmonton (Angel-road): 7, 0. Cohen,” The Case Against Christianity.” 
F insbury Park (near band-stand)—Finsbury Park Branch: 3.15, 

A. B. Moss, “ A New Age of Reason.”
Hammersmith (The Grove, near S.W.R. station): 7, J. Fagan.
Hyde Park  (near Marble Arch): 11.30, R. P. Edwards, “ The 

Spread of Rationalism ” ; 3.30, R. Rosetti.
Kilburn (High-road, corner of Victoria-road) : 7, R. P. Edwards. 
K ingsland (Ridley-road, near Dalston Junction): 11.30, W. Heaford. 
L imehouse (Triangle, Salmon-lane): 11.30, H. P. Ward.
Mile End Waste : 11.30, C. Cohen : 7, W. J. Ramsey. July 14, at 8, 

H. P. Ward.
V ictoria Park (near the fountain): 3.15, O. Cohin.
W ood Green (Jolly Butchers’ H ill): 11.30, Stanley Jones, “ Lord 

Salisbury and Evolution.”
COUNTRY.

Derby (Pollicott’s Dining Rooms, Market-place) : 7, Impoitant 
business meeting.

Ox Hill and Stanley (West Stanley Board Schools): July 17, at
6, Important business meeting; 7, A lecture.

Pontypridd (28 Middle-street, Trallwn): Meetings every Sunday 
evening. Discussion invited.

Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockingham-street):
3, Members’lquarterly meeting; 5, Tea; 7, Musical and other recitals, etc. 
Members and friends should attend and ascertain arrangements for 
excursion on the 18th.

South Shields (Captain Duncan’s Navigation School, King-street):
7, Business meeting; 7.30, S. M. Peacock, An address.

Open-Air Propaganda.
Northampton (Cow Meadow): Ernest Pack—11.30, “ Religion and 

Science 6.30, “  Force and Matter.”

Lecturers’ E ngagem ents.
O. Cohen, 12 Merchant-street, Bow-road, London.—July 11, m., 

Mile End : a., Victoria Park ; e., EdmontoD. 18, m., Wood Green ; a., 
Victoria Park. 25, ro., Kingsland ; a , Finsbury Park. August 1, m., 
Camberwell ; a., Peckbam Rye. 8, m., Mile End ; a., Victoria Park ; e , 
Edmonton.

A. B. Moss. 44 Oredon-road, London, S.E.—July 11., m., Clerkenwell; 
a.,Finsbury Park. 18, m. and a., New Brompton. 25, m., Wood Green ; 
e., Edmonton. August 8, m., Camberwell; a., Peckham Rye. 22, a., 
Peckham Rye. 22, m., Wood Green. 29, Edmonton.

J. Fagan, 48 Popham-road, New North-road, London, N.—July 11, 
e., Hammersmith. 18, m., Hyde Park. August 8, a., Harrow ; e., 
Kilburn. September 19, e., Hammersmith. 26, m., Hyde Park.

J. T. T hurlow, 350 Old Ford-road, London, E.—September 6, Lime- 
house.

E. Pack, 90 Camden-street, Camden-road, NW.—July 11, North
ampton. 18, m., Camberwell; a., Peckham Rye. 25, m , Mile End.

H. P. W ard, Leighton Hall, N.W.—July 11, m., Limehouse. 18, m., 
Clerkenwell Green ; a., Finsbury Park ; e., Bradlaugh Club. 25, m., 
Camberwell Station-road ; a , Peckham Rye.

POSITIVISM.
NEW  C ASTLE-O N -T YNE.— Church of Humanity, St.

Mary's-place. Service and Discourse every Sunday evening at 7.
SUNDERLAND.— Church of Humanity, 23 Biandford-

atreet. Service and discourse every Sunday afternoon at 3.15.
WEST HARTLEPOOL.—Druids’ Hall, Tower-street.

Meeting for inquirers, conducted by Mr. Malcolm Quin, first Wednesday 
of every month at 7.30.

Information and literature may be obtained from Mr. Malcolm Quin, 
Church of Humanity, Newcastle-on-Tyne, who will be willing to consider 
applications to deliver lectures on Positivism gratuitously and without 
expense, where such lectures may be desired.STANTON, the People’s Dentist, 335 Strand (opposite 

Somerset House).—TEETH on VULCANITE, 2s. 6d. each; upper 
or lower set, £1. Best Quality, 4a. each; upper or lower, £2. Completed 

in four hoars when required; repairing or alterations in two hours. 
If yon pay more than the above, they are fancy charges. Teeth on

rlatinum, 7s. id. each; on 18 ct. gold, 16*.; stopping, 2s. 6d.; extraction, 
i : painlosa by gas, 6*.Ne w s p a p e r s  f o r  a p i i i l . - w a n t e d  a sight of

certain papers. Returnable if necessary.—X avier F ield, 
Journalist (author: Wrecked on the Homan Rocks), Woking News, 
Chertsey-road, Woking, Surrey.

THE

SIGN OF THE CROSS
A CANDID CRITICISM

OF

MR. W ILSO N  B A R R E T T ’S PLAY
BY

G . W . F O O T E

Contents :—
A  Pious Play 
Blasphomous Abuse 
Melodrama 
"  Claudian ”
Pagan and Christian Morality 
Pagan and Christian Torture 
Nero and His Vices 
Faith and Filth
The Primitive Christians and the Roman Empire
Fabulous Persecutions
Paul at Rome
The Neronic Persecution
The Forged Passage in Tacitus : its History and 

Probable Origin 
Mr. Barrett’s Cant 
The Real Sign of the Cross

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

THE BEST BOOK
ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, I BELIEVE,

T R U E  M O R A L I T Y ,  o r  T H E  T H E O R Y  A N D  

P R A C T I C E  O F  N E O - M A L T H U S I A N I S M «
By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.S.S.

160 pages, with portrait and autograph, bound »» tloth, gilt lettered- 
Pries Is., post free. . .

*** In order to bring tht information within the rc»ch of th* P°°r,„ei 
most important parts of the book are issued in a pamphlet of 112 P**),, 
at ONE i-znny, post fro* 2d. Copies of the pamphltt for distribution * 
a dozen post fre*.

The National Reformer of 4th September, 1892, nay* : “ Mr .
umphlet . . .  is an almost unexceptionable statement of the t* ^ 
iialthnsian theory and practice . . . and thronghont appeals to °L '0. 

feeling. . . . The special value of Mr. Holmes’ service to the fVj, 
Malthusian cause and tc numan well-being generally is just his 
nation in his pamphlet of a plain statement of the physical and ¡t 
need for family limitation with a plain account of the meane by w®'c jj.* 
can be seemed, and an offer to all concerned of the requisites ** 
lowest possible prices.”  ¡¡d

The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. Dry »dale, Dr. AlihaMi* 
others, have also spoken of it in very high terms. *  fl.

The Trade supplied by R. Forder, 23 Stonecutter-street, London, 
Other orders should be tent to the author.
J .  R . H O L M E S ,  H A N N E Y ,  W A N T A G E ,  B E R g S ;

W . J .  R e n d e l l ’s  “ W i f e ’s  F r i e n d  '
Recommended by Mrs. Besant in Law of Population, p.
Allbutt in Wife's Handbook, p. 61. Made ONLY at No. 15 , a“  gCf 
street, Olerkenwell; 2s. per dot., post free (reduction in 
quantities). For particulars send stamped envelope.

I M P O R T A N T  C A U T I O N .
Beware of useless imitat'ons substituted by some dealers and c^ ? u9lf 
the words “ Rendell & Oo l: and “  J. W. Rondall,” etc., being SP®01 
and plausibly introduced to deceive the public.

Look yob Autograph Registered Trade Mar*

No. 182,688-
QEJfWS®in Red Ink on each Boy, without which None are

Higginson’s Syringe, with Vertical and Reverse Current, 
id 6s. 6d. Dr. Palfrey’s Powder, 1*. 2d. Quinine Coin 

Dr. Allbutt’g Quinins Powders, 8s. per dot. AH prices post it**-

6d

Dr. Alibutt’s Quinine Powders, Ba. per doz. AH prices pu».— ' *
W. J. RENDELL, 15 Cbadwell-st„ ClerksnweU. '
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Price One Shilling,

THEISM OR ATHEISM:
Which is the More Reasonable ?

A P U B L IC  D E B A T E
BETWEEN

Mr. V/. T. LEE, Lecturer to the Christian Evidence 
Society,

AND
G.  V/. FOOTE, President of the National Secular 

Society.
Rdd in the Temperance Hall, Derby, May 15 and 16, 1895.

Chairman—J. W. PIPER, Editor of the Derby Daily 
Telegraph.

REVISED BY BOTH DISPUTANTS.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C

Just published, cloth, price 2a. 6d. post free,

t h e  R A TIO N A LIST ’S M ANUAL.
4  Compendium of Theological and Biblical Criticism, Philosophy, 

Science, and Ethics. In two Parts. By Alktheia, M.D.
Supern^* ’̂— Part I. C h r is t ia n is m : its  S u pe r st it io n s  a n d  O r ig in . The 
ftlis. nat.ur?l—R efla tion —The Teachings of Jesus not Original—Inspiration— 
the «fixations o f the Bible Text—Some Bible Legends—A Few Contradictionsia 
—j?vertnsVire<̂  T ext”—The Christian Messiah; and j Contemporary History— 
\Vorshi S lS l .̂e Life of Jesus; Miracles, etc.—Origin o f the Bible—Prayer—
Life_rnj • w? crifice, and Baptism—Heaven, Hell, Ghosts, and Bogies—Future
^ncient p St*an Symbols; the Cross, etc.—Ancient Festivals, Sabbaths,_ etc.— 
the \V0 i Tr‘ ?hies, and Scriptures—Origin o f Religion (Theology)—Origin of
its p,, ' Christian ”—The Frui's o f  Christianism--------Part II. R a t i o n a l i s m :
Some nILi S-'5PHY AND R oi E of L ife. Rationalism—First Princ’ples—Truths— 
ofp jf Canitions—Knowledge, Belief, Faith, e t c—The Cause o f All—Life—Origin 
The tj * 'Volution—Polarity—Ascent o f Man—Death and Dissolution— Morality—
etc__ThVe? e“TThe Earth ; Geological Epochs etc.—The Solar System ; Seasons,
Mans at ^ nci®nt Zodiac -Ethics and Customs o f Social Life—Duty and Fault— 
Naming °rf^ C°cle— Rationalist Societies—-Public Holidays and their Origin— 

ReSistration o f Children—Marriage—Burial o f the Dead—Freedom of 
* t and Speech—Oaths, Affirmations, and Last Will—Index,

By tiie same A uthor. Price Gd., post free 7d.,

A R A TIO N A LIST CATECHISM
„ ^  subjects concorning Man—his Gods and Superstitions.

number^f ° f  interest to all ; . . .  gives in brief and concise shape a large 
reli?ir»n »* J*10 conclusions of rational science and criticism with regard to

*‘°n. -Freethinker.

°c4on ; Watts & Co., 17 Johneon’s-court, Fleet-street, E.C.

W orks by J. M. W heeler.
Bl

^graphical Dictionary of Freetliinker3 of All Ages and 
. «Cions. Containing tho Lives of over 1,600 Men and 

j  ' ornoa of Light and Leading. Reduced to 53.
°pt“.toP3 of tho Past. Essaya on Human Evolution in 

Bibi" 1̂ 10n ant  ̂Custom. 3s,
Lloocp"^68’ Assays on Phallic Worship, Circumcision,
c>° r  Ritas, Jewish Sacrifices, Taboos, Ordeals, Witch- 
2s Cd  ̂roB^e*;s> Song °f Solomon, Etc. Cloth illustrated,

Price Fourpence,

îh .8 Tge " ’ f® and Writings of Voltaire. Is. paper; 2s. cloth. 
The^ar ®on̂ 3 and- Freethought Readings. Is.
Sat;8 Christian Doctrine of Hell. 2d.
T an> Witchcraft, and the Bible. 2d. 

of Religionists. 2d.
London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-stroet, E.C.

t h e

Price Sixpence,

BIRTH OF CHRIST.
A CHAPTER FROM

Strauss’s Original “ Life of Jesus.”
WITH AN INTRODUCTION BY

U  Mes
G .  W . F O O T E .

If5t Thorough Analysis and Exposure of the Gospol 
Story by a Master Hand.)

London ; R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-stroot, E.C.

BIBLE AND BEER
BY

G. W . F O O T E .
C o n t e n t s

Drink Traffic and Local Veto
Christian Methods of Reformation
Old Divines on the Lawfulness of Drinking
Paley and Sydney Smith
Church Opposition to Temperance Movement
Bible Drinks
Scriptural Praises of Wine 
Jesus and the Wine Miracle 
The Last Supper 
Communion Port 
The Two-Wine Theory 
Religion and Intoxication 
Religious Drinking in the Bible 
Water-Drinking Heretics 
Christianity and Mohammedanism 
Church Drinks
Absurdity of Bible Temperance 
Appeal to Common Sense

This pamphlet should be in the hands of every Freethinker for 
constant use against the upholders of the absurd claims of the 
Bible and Christianity in regard to Temperance. No pains 
have been spared to make it complete and unanswerable. 

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

WORKS BY G. W. FOOTE.

Flowers of Fre6thought. First Series, 221 pp., bound in cloth, 
2s. 6d. Second Series, 302 pp., bound in cloth, 2s. 6d.

Bible Handbook for Freethinkers and Inquiring Christians.
[Edited in conjunction with W. P. Ball.] Superior edition, 
on superfine paper, bound in cloth, 2s.

Was Jesus Insano? A  Searching Inquiry into the Mental 
Condition of the Prophet of Nazareth. Id.

Royal Paupers. Showing what Royalty does for the Peoplo, 
and what tho People do for Royalty. 2d.

Philosophy of Secularism. 3d.
Atheism and Morality. 2d.
The Bible God. 2d.
Interview with the Devil. 2d.
The Dying Atheist. A  Story, id .
Bible Romances. New Edition. Revised and largely ro-written. 

(1) Croation Story, 2d.; (2) Eve and the Apple, Id .; (3) Cain 
and Abel, Id.; (4) Noah’s Flood, Id .; (5) Tho Tower of Babel, Id .; 
(6) Lot’s Wife, Id.; (7) Tho Ton Plagues, Id .; (8) The Wandering 
Jows, Id .; (9) Balaam’s Ass, Id.; (10) God in a Box, Id .; (11) 
Jonah and tho Whalo, Id.; (12) Bible Animals, Id.; (13) A Virgin 
Mother, Id .; (14) Tho Resurroction, 2d.; (15) Tho Crucifixion, 
Id .; (16) John’s Nightmare, Id.

Rome or Atheism—the Great Alternative. 3d.
Letters to Jesus Christ. 4d.
What was Christ ? A Reply to J. S. Mill. 2d.
Christianity and Progress. A  Reply to Mr. Gladstone. 2d.
The Rev. Hugh Price Hughes’s Converted Atheist. A Lie 

in Five Chapters. Id.
Salvation Syrup; or, Light on Darkest England. A Roply 

to General Booth. 2d.
The Impossible Creed. An Opon Letter to Bishop Magee 

tho Sermon on tho Mount. 2d.
Ingersollism Defended against Archdeacon Farrar. 2d.
Mrs. Besant’s Theosophy. A Candid Criticism. 2d.
Secularism and Theosophy. A Rejoinder to Mrs. Bosant. 2d.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

TH OM AS P A IN E ’S W O R K S.
Tli9 Rights of Man. Centenary edition. With a Political 

Biography by J. 11. W h e e l e r . I s . ; bound in cloth, 2s.
The Ago of Reason. New edition, with Preface by G. W. 

Foote, la.
Complete Theological Works. (Including the Age of

Reason.) Cloth, 2s. 6d.
London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

rn llE  EXTINCTION OF WAR, POVERTY, AND IN-
1 FEOTIOUS DISEASES.”  By A  D octor op M e d ic in e , author 

of Elements o f  Social Science. 157 pp., Cd., by  post 8d. Just published. 
It. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.O. “ The author writes with earnest
ness and power, and his treatise deserves to he attentively read.” —The 
Literary Guide.
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C O S T U M E  S K I R T S
IQ S . 0d. Each.

Send waist measure and length hack and front.

These Costume Skirts are exceedingly well-made and lined throughout. 
They are all cut very full and in the latest fashionable shape. They hang 
very gracefully, and are guaranteed to give the utmost satisfaction.

Over 50 High-class Materials to choose from,
including Bruno Cloth, Plain, Figured, or Diagonal Serges, Habit Cloth, 
Wool Twills, Crêpons, Alpacas, or Fancy Tweeds.

To ensure a rush of work for our New Hands in the Costume Depart
ment we make this Splendid Ofter

Until JULY 15th ONLY.
W ith every 10s. Gd. Costume Skirt we send, free o f  cost, one of our 

Beautiful Crepon Blouses, which just now are all the rage.

SEND BY RETURN AND SECURE A GREAT BARGAIN.
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THINK OF IT.
A  New Dress to measure for 

the wife.
And a pair of first-class 

Trousers for yourself.

Round Waist over Trousers .
Round Seat..............................
Inside Leg Seam.....................
Full Length of Trousers........
Round Thigh .........................
Round Knee .........................
Round Bottom.........................
Please say Lined or Unlined.
Side or Cross Pockets.............
Fly or Full Fall .....................

Inches.
2 5 0  odd lengths of IIigh-clas3 

Fashionablo Materials, which would 
make good 18s. trousers to measure.

We offer these to clear.

10s. 6 d .  per pair to measure, °r 
4  Trouser Lengths for 21s.All for 21s. carriage paid.

J. W. G O TT, 2 & 4 UNION STREET, BRADFORD.
Price 2d., by post 3d.; yearly subscription (including 

Supplements), 2s. 8d.

THE LITERARY GUIDE:
A RATIONALIST REVIEW.

Devoted mainly to Books and Publications which deal with 
Religion, Philosophy, Science, and Ethics from a Rationalist 
standpoint.

T he J ui,y  N umber C ontains 
Faith and Intellectual Advancement.
Sex in Religion.
The Blossoming of Hellenism.
A Freethought Vade Mecum.
The Blight of Respectability.
Mr. Morley on Machiavelli.
An Introduction to Philosophy.
Chats about Books. V II.—With Mr. J. M. Robertson. 
Signs and Warnings (gleaned from tho Religious Pross). 
Random Jottings, Rationalism in tho Magazines, etc.

Also two four-pago Supplements—(1) A lecture by Mr. F. J. 
Gould on Professor Goldwin Smith’s Ouesses at the Riddle o f  Exist
ence; (2) “ A Plan of Moral Instruction,”  designed to suporsedo 
tho present method of religious instruction now practised in public 
elementary schools.

London : Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s-courb, Fleet-street, E.C.

Price Twopence,

Who Was the Father of Jesus?
BY

G.  W.  F O O T E .
London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Price Gd. paper, Is. cloth.

The Jewish Life of Christ.
SEPHER TOLDOTH JESHU.

WITH NOTES BY
G. W. FOOTE & J. M. WHEELER.

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecuttor-atreet, E.C.

FLOWERS OF FREETHOUGHT.
BY

G. W.  FOOTE.
Second Series (cloth ), 2s. 6d.

Contents: — Luscious Piety—The Jewish Sabbath—God’s 
Professor Stokes on Immortality—Paul Bert—Converting a 
Bradlaugh’s Ghost—Christ and Brotherhood—The Sons of God-y^fe 
chizedek—S’w’elp me God—Infidel Homes—Are Atheists Cruel ^  
Atheists Wicked?—Rain Doctors—Pious Puerilities—“ Thus S»1*“ 
Lord ”—Believe or be Damned—Christian Charity—Religion and ¿¡st
Clotted Bosh—Lord Bacon on Atheism—Christianity and Slavery—
Up to Date—Secularism and Christianity—Altar and Throne— 0( 
Luther—The Praise of Folly—A Lost Soul—Happy in Hell—The 
God—Keir Uardie on Christ—Blessed be ye Poor—Converted Inn „J
Mrs. Booth’s Ghost—Talmage on the Bible—Mrs. Besant on 
After—The Poets and Liberal Theology—Christianity and ' ’A n -  
Dueling—An Easter Egg for Christians—Down Among the Dead/ ^  
Smirching a Hero—Kit Marlowe and Jesus Christ—Jehovah the R'PEeric 
The Parson’s Living Wage — Did Bradlaugh Backslide ?—i f  r gtat 
Harrison on Atheism—Save the Bible 1—Forgive and Forget—-v".¡on'' 
of Bethlehem—The Great Ghost—Atheism and the French ReT. l  lot 
Pigottism—Jesus at the Derby—Atheist Murderers—A Rebg10 
Eunuchs—Rose-Water Religion.

London: R. Fordor, 28 Stonecuttor-Btreet, E-C.

Vol. I., cloth gilt, 2IS pp., 2s. Cd., post free,CRIMES OF CHRISTIANITY
G. W. FOOTE a n d  J. M. WHEELER. ,

Hundreds of exact References to Standard Authorities. No pains si 
to make it a complete, trustworthy, final, unanswerable

Indictment of Christianity. ¡j
Chapters:—1, Ohrist to Oonstantine; 2, Constantine to H y P ^ '^ j 

Monkery; 4, Pious Forgeries ; 6, Pious Frauds; 6, Rise of the 
7, Crimes of the Popes ; 8, Persecution of the Jews; 9, The Orusa

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonocuttor-atroot, E.C.

Printed and Published by Q. W. Foots, at 28 Stonecutter-s»“ 4, 
London, K.O.


