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THE OLD WAX NOSE.

^  V .— M ir ac le s  a n d  W it c h c r a f t .

a reJ'fR? AR>. as we have seen, holds that the Bible is not 
man 6 ati0n *n science- The inspired writers were, in such 
taiifAf8’ , c^  to their natural knowledge. The Holy Spirit 
inbab't t° era fbat God made the world and all which it 
The t i  ^ow tt was made they only conjectured. 

ruth, in this respect, was left to the discovery of later
Th* *

C8t 1-S]1S a Pretty and convenient theory. But it does not 
Scj nd °f every difficulty in the relationship between 
Oracle ^ 'bl0- There still remains the question - c

Farrar does not discuss this question thoroughly, 
two • VentUres a few observations. In his opinion, the 
the rmr dc3 °f the Creation and the Incarnation “  include 

other miracles.” W e agree with him. 
aat \ ®roation out of nothing, and there is nothing to bo 
Adm> v at ' n the transformation of water into wine. 
ne6(j the birth of a boy from a virgin mother, and you 
man ,n°t raise physiological objections to the story of a 
hi test,'01 Safe‘y ontcrt<ained for three days in a whale’s
Catil ,lnos- It is absurd to strain at gnats after swallowing 
par s; Eor this reason wo are unablo to understand Dr. 
mjr T3 fastidiousness. He is ready to believe that some 
th0 “ ar° mistaken metaphors, that some wore duo to 
atlc> (T10n of unnoticed or ill-understood natural causes, 
a up* at others were providential occurrences instead of
t o ^ a l  events. All this, however, is but a concession 
the w i ^ P ^ l  spirit. It is throwing out the children to 
but th VCS’ ■ ^  may stoP Ihoir pursuit for a littlo whilo. 
the par°J c°mo on again, and will flesh their jaws upon

cr’ tenon of true miracles is laid down by Dr. 
Wrop i They must bo (1) adequately attosted, and (2) 
roveaf  ] ]or ^equate ends, and (3) in accordance with the 
seCotl(j aws pi God’s immediate dealings with man. Tho 
They a . ^bird conditions arc too fanciful for discussion.
is tKnar°’ Jn Iacb entirely subjective. Tho first condition 

Onlv i-- ---- i-'-J — ' • •- -«e only one which can “bo applied with decisive 
£ r a c y . The miracles must be adequately attested  ̂Good 

'Vaa 11 not David Ilumo who declared that in a 
' lory” there was not a single miracle attested in thi; 

J^nner 1 And did not Professor Huxley say that llume s 
ŝsertiop was « least likely ” to bo challenged by those who 

¡2 * “ *  to weighing evidence and giving their decision 
a duo sense of moral responsibility t .

It is easy enough to snoor at Hume. It w 3ua* .®“ Z
t e - W0r what he never said. W h a t  the. apologists o 
& stlanity have to do is to take a single miracle of their 

and show that it rests upon adequate eviden . i y 
8 short of this is intellectual thimble-rigging. 

„.^■Farrar does not face this dreadful task He treats 
m ’ n8tead, to some personal observations on the a , 
at̂ Ver of Babel, Balaam’s ass, Joshua’s arrest of the sun 
exam®00“ ’ and Jonab’s submarine excursion. l.et us 

■vr these observations. , . ,
inaT? Chri3tian, says Dr. Farrar, is called upon to behove 
Ch![ ,actual Garden of Eden and an actual talking serpent. 
But !lans havc believed in these things by the million 
CriH ^ at was before tho clergy invented the 1 fe, 
Tho'sfSm ” t0 disarm “  infidelity.” They know better now; 

“l 8tory of the Fall is false as a narrative. It is true as No. 832.

a “  vivid pictorial representation of the origin and growth of 
sin in the human heart.” All the literature of the world 
has failed to set forth anything “  comparable to it in in­
sight.” Therefore it is “  inspired.”

How hollow this sounds when we recollect that the 
Hebrew story of the Fall was borrowed from the Persian 
mythology ! How much hollower when we consider it as 
it stands, stripped of the veil of fancy and divested of tho 
glamor of association! The “  insight ” of the inspired 
writer could only represent God as the landlord of an 
orchard, and man as a being with a taste for forbidden 
apples. The “  philosopheme,” as Dr. Farrar grandiosely 
styles it, is so absurd in its native nakedness that Itabbis and 
other divines have suspected a carnal mystery behind the 
apples, in order to give the “  sin ” of Adam and Eve a 
darker vein of sensuality.

Nor is this all. The very idea of a Fall is inconsistent 
with Evolution. The true Garden of Eden lies not behind 
us, but before us. The true Paradise is not tho earth as 
God made it for man, but the earth as man will make it 
for himself. The Bible teaches the descent of man. Science 
teaches the ascent of man. And the two theories are tho 
antipodes of each other, not only in physical history, but 
in every moral and spiritual implication.

With regard to the story of the tower of Babel, we must 
not regard it as an inspired account of tho origin of tho 
diversity of human language. That is what it appears to 
bo upon the face of it. But philology has exploded this 
childish legend, and a new meaning must be read into it. 
According to Dr. Farrar, it is a “ symbolic way of expres­
sing the truth that God breaks up into separate nationali­
ties tho tyrannous organization of cruel despotisms.” 
Now we venturo to say that thero is not a suggestion of 
this in tho text. And tho “  truth ” which Dr. Farrar 
reads into it so arbitrarily is a phenomenon of modern 
times. Nationality is a great force at present, but in 
ancient days tho only power that could bind tribes 
together in ono polity was a military despotism. From 
the point of view of evolution, both conquost and slavery 
were inevitable steps in tho progress of civilization. It is 
really nothing against tho ancient Jews, for instance, that 
they fought like devils and made slaves of their enemies. 
It was tho fashion of the timo. The mischief comes in 
when wo aro told that their proceedings wore under the 
sanction and control of God.

Dr. Farrar next tackles the story of Balaam, which is 
“  another theme for ignorant ridicule.” It is astonishing 
how sublime these Bible wonders become in the light of 
tho Higher Criticism. A  talking ass sounds like an echo 
of tho Arabian Nights. But the author himself never 
intended you to believe it. Dr. Farrar is quite sure of 
that. You must forgot tho ass, and fix your attention on 
Balaam. Then you perceive that the story is “  rich in 
almost unrivalled elements of moral edification.” That is 
to say, you perceive it if you borrow Dr. Farrar’s spectacles. 
But if you look with your naked oyes you see that ass in 
the foreground of tho picture, with outstretched neck and 
open jaws, holding forth to an astonished universe.

With regard to Joshua’s supreme miracle, Dr. Farrar 
avows his unbelief. A  battle odo got mistakon for actual 
history. “  lie  who chooses,” says Dr. Farrar, “  may 
believe that the most fundamental laws of the universe 
wore arrested to enable Joshua to slaughter a fow more 
hundred fugitives ; and ho who chooses may believe that 
nothing of tho kind oven entered into tho mind of tho 
narrator.” You pay your money and take your choice.
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Shape the old wax nose as you please. Believe what you 
like, and disbelieve what you like—and swear the author 
disbelieved it too. This is a free country, especially for 
Christians.

Nor must the story of Jonah be taken literally. Regard 
the moral, and forget its fishy setting. Jesus Christ, 
indeed, referred to Jonah’s sojourn in the “ whale’s belly” 
as typical of his own sojourn in the heart of the earth. 
But referring to a story is no proof of any belief in its 
truth. Not in the Bible. Jesus Christ also said, “  Re­
member Lot’s wife.” But of course he did not believe tho 
story literally. He used it for his own purpose. For the 
rest, he did not wish to unsettle men’s minds by throwing 
doubt on such a time-honored narrative; besides, the time 
had not arrived to explain the chemical composition of rock 
salt.

Witchcraft is a more serious matter. The Bible plainly 
says, “  Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live.” This text 
sealed the doom of millions of old women. It is the 
bloodiest text in all literature. The Jews believed in 
witchcraft, and the law against witches found its way 
into their sacred Scriptures. Sir Matthew Hale, a great 
English judge and a good man, sentenced witches to bo 
burnt in 1GG5, and said that he made no doubt at all that 
there were witches, for “ tho Scriptures had affirmed so 
much.” Wesley, a century later, said that to give up witch­
craft was to give up the Bible. Dr. Farrar sets down these 
facts honestly. He is also eloquent in reprobation of the 
cruelty inflicted on millions of “  witches ” in the Middle 
Ages. But he denies that tho Bible is responsible for 
those infamies. “  Witches ” in the Bible may not mean 
witches, but “  nefarious impostors.” Good old wax nose 
again ! Besides, that ancient Jewish law was not binding 
upon Christians, and to make it so was “  a gross misuse of 
the Bible.” But how on earth could the Christians use it 
in any other way 1 The time came when men outgrew 
the superstition of witchcraft. Before that time they 
killed witches on Bible authority. Dr. Farrar himself, had 
he lived then, would have dono tho same. Living in a more 
enlightened age, ho says that former Christians acted 
wrongly, and in fact diabolically. But what of the book 
which misled them 1 What of the book which, if it did 
not mislead them by design, harmonized eo completely 
with their ignorant prejudices, and gavo such a pious color 
to their unspeakable brutalities 1 Nor is this by any 
means the last word upon tho subject. The witchcraft of 
the Old Testament has its counterpart in the demoniacal 
possession of the New Testament. Both arc aspects of one 
and the same superstition. The Bible is responsible for 
the cruel slaughter of millions of alleged witches. It is 
also responsible for the prolonged treatment of lunatics as 
possessed. The methods of science are now adopted in 
civilized countries. Hysterical womon are no longer 
tortured as witches. Lunatics aro no longer chained and 
beaten as persons inhabited by devils. Kindness and 
common senso have taken the place of cruelty and super­
stition. This change was brought about, not through tho 
Bible, but in spite of it. Sir Matthew Hale and John 
Wesley were at least honest. They were too sincere to 
deny tho plain teaching of the Bible. Dr. Farrar repre­
sents a moro enlightened, but a more hypocritical, form of 
Christianity. lie  sneers at “  reconcilers ” like Mr. Glad­
stone, who try to bolster up tho Creation story as a 
scientific revelation. But is he not a “  reconciler ” himself 
in regard to miracles ? And does ho not play fast and 
looso with truth and honesty in his attempt to clear the 
Bible of its guilty responsibility in connection with that 
witch mania which is ono of the darkest episodes in 
Christian history 1

G. W. FOOTE.
( To be continued.)

We may bid farewell to Paul's doctrine of tho Atonement. 
That belief is bound up with the belief in tho Fall of Adam, 
and the Fall of Adam is now abandoned as a fact even by 
orthodox theologians, though they would fain substitute for 
it some lapse of the human race from a moro perfect state, 
without any proof either of the more perfect state or of the 
lapse. As was said before, if there was no Fall, there was 
no need of an Atonement; if no need of an Atonement, 
there was no need of an Incarnation; and that whole 
cycle of dogma apparently falls to the ground.—Goldwin 
¡Smith,

SIXTY YEARS OF FREETHOUGHT.

( Concluded from  page 403.)
C h a rle s  B r a d l a u g h  was elected M.P. for Northampton 
on April 2, 1880, polling 3,827 votes. This was_ the 
beginning of a six years’ conflict for constitutional rights 
— so fierce that I doubt if any other man could have 
emerged triumphant even at the expense of his life- " n 
outcry against an Atheist being allowed to sit in FarlW" 
ment rose from every bigot, from Cardinal Manning 
downward. Every vested interest in England was arrayed 
against Bradlaugh. This is not the place to enter into
details of the constitutional struggle,* ever memorable to 
all who took any part therein. Bradlaugh acted wit 
judgment, determination, and unceasing vigilance. Every 
movement of their leader was seconded with zeal an 
devotion by his followers. He first asked to be allow® 
to affirm. A  committee appointed to consider his clai® 
reported against it. He then claimed to take the oath. 
Another committee reported against this, but recommende 
that he bo allowed to affirm at his legal peril. How, ntf 
doing this, it was sought to ruin him by legal penalties! 
how he made Newdigato smart for bringing his action, 
how tho Court of Appeal decided that none but Quakers, 
Moravians, and Separatists were entitled to affirm Pj 
Parliament; how, the seat vacated, he was returne 
again and again by his constituents; how petitions wer 
got up for and against the Atheist, and many meeting 
throughout the country hold in his favor, and ono abortive 
meeting against h im ; and how he was excluded m> 
violently ejected from Parliament; when it needed but a 
word from his faithful stalwarts to have hurled tn 
whole House of Commons into the Thames— will over 
fresh in the minds of those who took part in that deter 
mined struggle. I must dwell only on one of tho attempt 
to ruin him. , ,

Events having forced Mr. Bradlaugh’s organ, the Nationa 
Reformer, to become political, Mr. Foote started the 
thinker, tentatively as a monthly, in May, 1881. 
became a weekly in September, and with tho Now \ ear 
became “  sub.” From tho first this paper gave 1
thorough support to Mr. Bradlaugh; but the machination®

1V0

great offence. Our first number boro the imprint of tj>fl
VnnnfliAiirflif T̂ m Vvl l c>Vn P.ArvirvinTr TVlfVl wVllcll  ̂ ,

luuluu6 u 3 \ . its
of tho bigots mado it a serious embarrassmont to him.
policy of aggressivo war on superstition and bigotry _gaĴsuperstition bigotry gim­

print of tb
Freethought Publishing Company, with which - j  
Bradlaugh was avowedly connected. Yet ho never o<

Thethe slightest share in its production. Tho imprint of tb°
number for Dec. 11,1881, was that of W. J. Ramsey, 
paper had been denounced at the Church Congress, cr.1 
of “  blasphemy ” had risen, and rumors of pcrsccuti ^ 
were rife. Questions about it were asked in tho H°1' , 
of Commons, and by July 11, 1882, Bradlaugh, Foote, 
Ramsey were committed for trial on a charge of blaspheme 
libel. Tho paper never coasod, though our difficult 
were many.f Mr. Bradlaugh got tho caso removed to 
Queen’s Bench Court, knowing a trial at_ the Old Eal 
would bo fatal. jfl

The Freethinker continued its warfare and “ Comic Em 
Sketches ” as beforo, and tho Christmas number for  ̂» 
gave eighteon illustrations of “ A New Lifo of Cbri 
These, and an articlo of my own, “  A  Trial for Blasphemy^ 
arraigning Matthew, Mark, Luko, and John at the 0° 
of Common Senso, wero tho subject of a now indict® j 
of Messrs. Footo, Ramsey, and Kemp. Tho caso was he 
March 1. The first jury disagreed, but tho Roman Cath ^  
Judge North, determined to retry tho caso, illegally re u ^  
bail, and under his direction a second jury gavo 
quired vordict of Guilty. Mr. Footo made two magni ^  
defencos. In the first, despito unseemly interruption 
tho judge, ho cited blasphemy from Mill, Clifford, Am >c 
Arnold, Swinburne, Byron, Shelley, and tho IJar flrn. 
In tho second ho adduced a list of abusivo epithets ^ 
ployed by Christians to their opponents and to each 0 
Mr. Justico North sentenced him to a year’s imprisorQ7 oU, 
Mr. Foote bowed, and said with a smile: “  I than* 
my lord ; your sentence is worthy of your creed- . s> 
Ramsey received nine, and Mr. Kemp, three

— —  ----------------- -----------------— . iVorli
* See Charles Bradlaugh : A llecord o f his Life ana 

by his daughter, Jlypa'.ia Bradlaugh. (Bonner.) cop'®3
t  Of tho number for July 23, 1882, only a vory f°*  July 

wero printed, and tho matter was included in tho issue 
33.
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imprisonment. The judge received a storm of hisses 
and cries of “  Jeffries,”  which he never forgot. But tho 
Freethinker was maintained.* The severity of the sentences 
led to strong but ineffectual protests, and to an agitation 
against the Blasphemy Laws, which Mr. Justice Stephen 
described as “  ferocious,” but which yet have to be repealed. 
Messrs. Foote and Ramsey were soon brought from H ollow ay 
to answer their original indictment before the Lord Chief 
Justice. Mr. Bradlaugh applied for, and obtained, a separate 
trial, and Sir Hardinge Giflard ruined his case by giving 
Messrs. Footo and Ramsey tho opportunity of declaring 
that he was not in any way connected with the Free.hinker, 
ensuring the verdict of “  Not guilty.” Their own trial 
(April 2-1) gave the opportunity of a third splendid public 
defence of Freethought, with the result of a disagreement 
of the jury that was equal to victory. The prisoners went 
hack to Holloway rejoiced, though another concurrent 
sentence from the Lord Chief Justice would have much 
improved their position, removing them from the criminal 
to the civil side. Lord Coleridge said of Mr. Foote’s 
writings: “  He may be blasphemous, but he certainly is 
not licentious, in tho ordinary sense of the word ; and you 
o not find him pandering to the bad passions of mankind, 

tt’s lordship laid down the law in tho mildest terms then 
uown, his charge being an indirect censure of the bigotry 

of Judge North, who had been rapidly removed from 
to a chancery court. Petitions signed by

„ . 3g0 North,
^criminal to a
D rV  r  ^ erbert Spencer, Professors Huxley, and Tyndall, 
and 0r’ ^°Mer Morison, Leslie Stephen, etc., were sent in, 

mass meeting was held at St. James’s H all; but Sir 
mu Uim Uarcourt consulted “ Justice” North, and would 

release the “  blasphemers.” !
From?,80 events aided the circulation of literature. A  
a'd ofT ght ^ “ hhshing Co. was formed, greatly by the 
an j  Air. G. Anderson, a place in Fleet-street taken, and 
¡H , . rational Library commenced, including Biichner’s 
the 'c W The Student's Darwin, Soury’s Jesus and
M ^ f * .  Bradlaugh’s Genesis, Perot’s Man and God, 
Irorf, ° 8 Christian Mythology Unveiled, etc. Many good 
startUj e'n too> wero Issued. In January, 1883, Mr. Foote 
of n j .  Cfogress, and Mrs. Bcsant Our Corner. The Evolution 
r0ach"  l̂ uinity, by C. Gill, cited by Mr. Footo on his trial,

 ̂ cl Second fiditinn and nt.Vi Ar ViArAtinal ivnrlra worn
y} demand.
°fthe Bri -

edition, and other heretical works were 
Gerald Massey had followed his erudite Booh

Col- "> J‘ eBnnings by his yet more important Natural Genesis, 
^ C r e e d s  of the Day, Condor’s Bible Folk-Lore, Yorke’s 
and ° _ es 011 Evolution and Christianity, and Laing’s cheap 
the t? C? lont Modern Science and Modern Thought, showed 
iSs, ,sn<l of thought, as well as tho many accommodations 
F>evil’ / ) ° m tbo clerical camp. Robert Taylor’s witty 
Christ t ^  vvas re"issued, as was also tho Comic Life of 
Thom’ i w^icb the “  blasphemers ” wero sentenced. 
of m 80r?8 Satires and Profanities were collected, The Crimes 
Fl<nJCr nity  began, Mr. Footo’s collected A  ¡rows and thon 
Maud t Freethought, and issued Infidel Death-Beds. 
ings | 7 wrote his Natural Causes and Supernatural Seem- 
CliHof’ • Morison his ablo and eloquent indictment of 
Call hjUnit̂  cnritlcd The Service of Man, and W . M. W.

At 8, rcbltation of teleology in Final Causes, 
refund ncw Parliament, 1880, tho Speaker, Mr. Peel, 
takin,, l -° “How any interference with Mr. Bradlaugh 
Affirm ,. seat> and it was left to himself to carry an 
Hienta 1(\n 1^88. Tho sevoro pressuro of Parlia-
ofHce''nJ < ut.'cs compelled Mr. Bradlaugh to resign his 
Mr. p Prosldent of the N. S. S., Feb. 10, ’90, nominating 
Theoso°0,to as Us successor. Mrs. Besant slidod off to 
dead 'M 1 an(l within a yoar tho lion of Frcothought wa3 
and new 'ir °̂88 ^ r- Bradlaugh entailed many changes
fecorded ° mrt.s’ which tho results will havo yot to bo 
fiiay tê r ^bl’s it is sufo to say, that though Freethought 
the g0o .P°rurily labor in tho trough of reactionary waves, 
lUre i8 (° '1 slrip will omergo with colors flying. Litcra-
the'trnf^0’ !ln<l year by year tho number of thoso who see 

~i “ > and have tho courago so show it, increases, whiler\f Z----  - . - -ignoranco, intolerance, corruption, and hypo-

JJdiiig j-  1° t° mention that sleepless ovorwork for tho paper, and 
w SeJ mv 10 8econil dofenco whilo Mr. Foote wag in Newgate, 
rk c°* forywk°-to.Plota breakdown. Dr. Aveling readily took my 
n ilReof u Mr. J, Symes wag vory roady. Mr. Forder took 

t r>S9‘?ted mo F , -Afterwards, as I  slowly rccovored, Mr. W. P.

crisy will diminish. Anthropology is superseding theology ; 
the vain worship of God is being displaced by tho fruitful 
service of man.

This is shown in the literature of the day. On tho 
theological side all the popular books are works of accom­
modation, like those of Gore, Ryle, Driver, Cheyne, Sayce, 
and Farrar. These, however, merely temporise, and do 
not satisfy any thinker. The recent work of Professor 
Goldwin Smith, Guesses at the Biddle of Existence, shows 
that Rationalism must go on to the complete rejection of 
tho supernatural. Tho study of early beliefs and com­
parative religion is a great eye-opener, and since the pub­
lication of Tylor’s Primitive Culture this has been going 
steadily on, contributed to by tho labours of the Anthro- 
logical and Folk-Lore Societies, and such works as W . R. 
Smith’s Religion of the Semites, the Golden Bough, and study 
of Totemism, by Mr. J. G. Frazer, the work of Count Goblet 
d ’Alviella on the Migration of Symbols and the Legend of 
Perseus, by Mr. E. S. Hartland. Nor must I omit to men­
tion the popularisation of science by Samuel Laing and 
Edward Clodd, whose Pioneers of Evolution has just reached 
a second edition, while Herbert Spencer’s great synthetic 
system of evolutionary philosophy has recently been com­
pleted in ten volumes, which throw a flood of light on 
the true position of man in the universe.

If the growth of democracy has been the central fact of 
the century, this record reign ha3 no less been remarkable 
for the spread of Freethought. Bibliolatry, Calvinism, 
and Puritanism have steadily declined. In the Establish­
ment High Church attitudinarians and Broad Church 
latitudinarians have grown at the expense cf the Low 
Church platitudinarians. Priests havo become more sacer­
dotal, and laymen more free. After long struggle we have 
only recently obtained the Sunday opening of the national 
gallaries and museums, but the ministerial monopoly of 
the day of rest is over. John Bull is proverbially slow 
and inaccessible to new ideas. But his mind responds 
to tho weight of facts. Science, investigation, and reason 
havo undermined the old creeds. Freethought is slowly 
but surely taking the place of the narrow and illiberal 
sects. What wo have now to contend against is tho wealthy 
establishment of tho Church, which alone maintains it now 
that its intellectual basis is gone. The time has come for 
a legal basis, and the endowment of Freethought advocacy, 
The President, whom I regard as Protector of tho N.S.S. 
Commonwealth, has carefully elaborated a plan with this 
object. This gained, will mean tho devotion of time, wealth, 
thought, and energy to the amelioration of tho human lot 
on earth and the raising of the entire level of lifo. Our 
causo is a great one, consecrated by the offorts and suffer­
ings of glorious heroes and martyrs. Freethinkers havo 
stood in the vanguard of progress, fronting the fire of tho 
enemy, and sheltering behind their backs all tho feebler fry. 
Thoy have taken the danger, tho antipathy, and the odium, 
while behind them even tho Protestant Church has 
advanced to some measure of freedom. Tho day is not 
now ono for giants only, but for each one doing his littlo 
level best to leavo tho world bettor than ho found it.

J. M. W h e e l e r .

PRECEPT AND PRACTICE.

j , /related m  «u u w a r u s , as i  s i o w i

for n,n thosn m° 8t,a,!mirahly on tho papor.'
800 Three Trials fo r  Blasphemy and Prisoner 

113h• V> by W. Footo; also his Reminiscences c f  Brad-
Ia.

“  C ome now and let us reason together,” said Jehovah. 
This is a vory good motto, which should be adopted by all 
thinking men. Has it ever been adopted by tho worshippers 
of Jehovah 1

“ Come and lot us reason,” said tho Holy Inquisition ; 
“ tho trutli is on our side, and if you will speak slightly of 
the Holy Virgin, we shall put you in tho embraces of tho 
iron virgin. If you do not believe in tho flames of hell, 
wo shall convince you that tho flames of this world are no 
fiction.”

“ Come and let us reason,” said Calvin to Servetus. “ If 
you will pray to the Son of the eternal Father, instead of 
praying to the eternal Son of the Father, I shall burn you 
at the stake.”

“ Come and let us reason," said the New Jersey preachers 
to Colonel Ingorsoll. “ If you dare to deny the inspiration 
of tlie Bible, we shall send a policeman to arrest you.”

When tho Christian Church was at the height of its 
power, bruto force was tho main “  reason ” upon which it 
depended for tho demonstration of tho truth of its doctrines,

C yrus W . C oolridge,
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THE STORY OF THE RESURRECTION.

It is a fact, acknowledged by Christians themselves, that 
the basis of the orthodox faith is the alleged resurrection 
of Christ. St. Paul says: “  And if Christ be not risen, 
then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain.” 
He stakes the reality of the whole of the Christian system 
upon this one event. He adds : “  What advantageth it me, 
if the dead rise not ? Let us eat and drink, for to-morrow 
we die.” It would be exceedingly difficult to discover a 
truer specimen of real selfishness than is set forth in this 
advice. The resurrection of the dead is supposed to 
confer some personal advantage upon those who believe in 
i t ; therefore, if it be not a fact, life, according to the 
Apo3tlo of the Gentiles, has no duties nor charms ; in short, 
it is not worth having. What if the dead do not rise, have 
we no love for our kind ? Would it not be our duty to 
strive to manifest conduct that would tend to promote the 
welfare of the human race ? If death does end all, have 
we while living no sorrow to assuage, no hearts to gladden, 
no homes to make happy 1 Secularism says Yes, and that 
faith which teaches the contrary is barren of the purest 
incentive to human goodness.

But to urge that the truth, or otherwise, of Christianity 
depends upon the resurrection of Jesus is one of the 
greatest of theological fallacies. The good contained in 
the New Testament is equally useful, and the erroneous 
portions therein aro quite as objectionable, irrespective of the 
question whether or not Christ rose from the dead. If he 
did, that would not prove that the whole of his conduct 
was such that wo could profitably emulate, or that his 
teachings were of any practical value to us at the present 
day. A  hundred resurrections would not make it true 
that poverty is a blessing, that non-resistance is a virtue, 
or that the neglect of the things of this world is wise. A 
“  risen Jesus ” would be no guarantee that he would be a 
useful reformer. St. Paul’s contention makes the truth of 
a religion to rest, not on its intrinsic worth, but upon its 
thoological sanctions, which is a most unsafe foundation. 
In this critical age all alleged truths should be self-evident, 
for, if they are not, the decision as to their veracity will 
depend upon individual opinions, which must necessarily 
vary, in consequenco of the differences existing in the 
mental powers and the education of different persons. 
What would appear as a fact to a confiding believer in 
orthodoxy may bear a very opposite aspect to a critical 
thinker. It is particularly desirable that this should bo 
remomberod by thoso who wish to investigate thoroughly 
and impartially the doctrine of tho resurrection of Christ.

Christians persistently urge that the verdict of reason 
and history is in favor of the Gospel teaching, that Christ 
was supernaturally raised a living man from the grave or 
tomb into which ho had previously been consigned a lifeless 
corpse. There was a time when certain Christian disputants 
really sought to mako capital out of the alleged testimony 
of tho writer Phlegon, a Roman, who is said to have written 
the following, which was used for centuries as a corrobora­
tion of tho resurrection doctrine : “  In the fourth year of 
the two hundred and second Olympiad there was an eclipso 
of tho sun greater than any over known before ; and it was 
night at tho sixth hour of tho day, so that even tho stars 
appeared, and there was a great oarthquako in Bithynia 
that overthrew sovoral houses in Nice.” This forgery long 
held its ground, and was only discarded as fraudulent in 
tho eighteenth century, even Dr. Clarke, in his Evidences 
of llelig'wn, condescending so far as to uso tho passago “  for 
what it was worth ”— which is nothing. It is in reality a 
patent ecclesiastical forgery, and is now (as Gibbon says, 
in a note to the fifteenth chapter of tho Decline and Fall) 
“  wisely abandoned.”

But what of tho Gospels themselves and their affirma­
tions 1 Ought wo not, it may be asked, to look upon these 
in the light of historical documents, and to accept them as 
such, and receive their testimony as that of eye-witnesses 
of the extraordinary events they record 1 In reply to these 
interrogations, it need only be stated that there can bo no 
greater mark of fallacious reasoning than to confound to­
gether all supposed historical narratives, and to estimate thoir 
authenticity by the same general rulos. Yet in tho early 
history of Christianity this kind of argument prevailed; 
but with tho Renaissance there came tho spirit of criticism, 
which has progressed so rapidly that among eminont 
scholars to-day it is commonly held as incontrovertible

that there is no adequate evidence to provo that the 
Gospels were written by the men whose names they boar, 
or that their real authors are known. .

Renan, in tho Introduction to his Life of Jesus (p- 
says : “  In nearly all ancient histories, even in those whic 
are much less legendary than these (the Gospels], the 
details leave room for infinite doubt. When we have two 
accounts of the same act, it is extremely rare that the two 
accounts agree. Is not this a reason, when we have bu 
one, for imagining many perplexities 1 \Ve may say tba 
among the anecdotes, the speeches, the celebrated saying 
reported by the historians, not one is rigorously authentic 
(American edition). If this be the case with respect to 
events which are comparatively of lesser importance in the 
Gospel narratives, what shall be said respecting this resur­
rection story, which describes an event altogether uniffi1® 
and absolutely foreign to the experience of every living 
being ? We are more or less familiar with death w 
hundred varying forms and aspects, from that on the 
battle-field and in the mine to that by lightning, pestilence, 
old age, and decay. It is the common lot of all mon an 
of all things. The grass withers and dies, the very rock3 
disintegrate and lose their special characteristics ; organic 
life comes to an end, and the once active organisms (how­
ever disposed of, whether by cremation or by intermen 
in the earth) become converted into their primal elements- 
Of this, universal, every-day experience assures us ; but i 
has nothing affirmative to say respecting tho re-vivifyino 
of an organized body from which the life has once departc ■ 
Nevertheless, we are invited to believe that such an even 
occurred nearly two thousand years ago, in an obscure 
part of the world, and this claim is sought to be enforce 
on the baro assertion of four documents, which are con­
fessedly not authentic (except to the unquestioning eye 0 
faith), whose true authors aro unknown, and tho oldes  ̂
manuscript of which does not go beyond the fourth century • 
Such “  proofs,” historical proofs, forsooth, would be ridicule 
if urged in a court of law with respect to tho ownership 0 
a paltry rood of land, and shall we for a moment accep 
them in opposition to our sense and reason when the i3SUC 
at stake aro said to be so great and so momontous 1 ,

Believers in the resurrection aro continually asking tb 
following question : “  If Christ did not riso from tho dc»< > 
how arc the origin and perpetuation of tho belief that b 
did to bo accounted for?” It is said that those who d 
not believe that Christ roso from the dead arc bound 
account for tho belief, etc. Logically, we are not bou" 
to do anything of tho kind. Superstitions associated wi 
other religions than Christianity havo originated, an 
have been perpetuated; but do Christians hold thomselv® 
compelled to account for the riso and continuity of sUC 
superstitions? Wo think not. When Christians caj 
explain the existence of, and the belief in, the rcligjo11 ® 
Mohammed, tho system of Buddha, the so-called mirac 
of tho Roman Catholic Church, the pretensions of J°sel? 
Smith, and many other similar faiths, they will have ( 1  ̂
covered tho foundation for tho belief in their own P _
doctrine of tho Resurrection. In taking tho negauy, 
position of tho question, “  Did Christ riso from tho dea 
all that is logically incumbent upon us is, in tho first p*® ’ 
to inquiro if thero aro any historical facts to support » 
affirmative reply ? and, secondly, to examino tho “  reason 
given to establish tho theory that he did riso from 
grave. Before, howovor, dealing with theso points* 
proposo to state what appears to us to bo somo oi . 
probable causes of tho origin and perpetuation of tho l)e 
in tho story of tho rosurrection of Jesus of Nazareth.

C h a r i.es W atts.

(  To be continued.)

No philosophical speculation should begin with a fi ,.(i 
and it is altogether a fiction to represent natural c'0in- 
the qualities of objects around us) as commands, -f0 ¡g 
mands are issued, and none should bo assumed. 9. 
equally indulging in fiction to speak of observing and oJ1
eressimr the said laws : of reaninir the reward attend/1“  . 0

second, m e irum involved in uus vermagu »» ftnu 
more than that similar causes produce similar effect ’ ),ich 
that it is a knowledge of theso uniform successions oVj| 
enables us to adjust our conduct to them so as to avoi
and to securo good.— Samuel Hailey, “ Letters on the 
soph;/ o f the Human Hind," third series, p. 73,
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WHEEL WORSHIP.*

(Concluded from  page J10. t)
s a Wheeler, I have long been interested in tho wheel symbol. My ancestors, too, came from a district near 

‘oa8 Compton, where Warwickshire borders Oxfordshire 
. Gloucestershire, and they were both wheelwrights and 

Priests of the rotatory rites of the Wrights and the Wheelers 
t0Ulld the Great Rollwright Stones and the sacred elder- 
ree ■ probably the only spot in England where the fairies 

j,1 Perform their ring-dance on Midsummer Eve. J Of 
 ̂e 'uiportance of dancing in the history of evolution I 

oHh , ^  ' n a chapter on “ Religious Dances ” in Footsteps 
bo t  ^aSt' ^*ne, however, are but the speculations of a 

°k student of customs, an observer only of children’s 
games ; while Mr. Simpson has been a wide traveller, 

cording notes on the wheel symbol and circular move- 
st d Pen anJ Pencil from many lands. To under-
and anc’ent htes, we must go back to the primitive ideas 
sta f-estuie language of early man. For this, as for under- 
as ,.nS t'l10 mysteries of theology, it is necessary to become 
Dr a i!ttl0 ch'ld. I, therefore, speak as dogmatically as a 
arm h^’ ™ i n g  that what I say is mere
to end r ^WP°hhesis, if not pure conjecture from beginning

and^n ev°lve(l his hands by climbing, and the use of sticks 
w stones- His ideas came largely through his hands, as 
ft °iay see in the beginnings of arithmetic by counting on 
thos ngerS: Probably from the heart being to the left,«ght survived who used that arm for a shield, while the
Ian " Was USC(1 l° r tools or weapons, stones, stick, club, 
and h °r SWorcl' -At any rate, all nations are right-handed, 
the • v,° l°lt lobe of the brain most developed. Hence 
])0priSht hand becomes, in sign language, the Taker, the 
the Pf mal° > the left hand, the Holder, the maintainer, 
n, mninle. A  right-hand gesturo in war and hunting 
mot'*13 ' ôrwarcl "> a left-hand, “  back.” To describe the 
in tb”  sun’ early man would dance or draw a circle 
to ° SUn's direction to the right, or an arc from east 
(.¡r ].esG To describe the moon ho would dance or draw 
^  ln8 to tho left. When writing was attained, the 
Cre n would be differentiated from tho sun circle as a 
tijrhfb1̂  Man’s first worship of tho sun would be with 
0l? blinded movements. He might seek to influence it, 
mitn t- kimsolf in lino with it by imitative movements or 

etic magic.|| But with the moon, the feminine time-keiKfirin 1 O II II1VU WUW lUVVUy VUW 1 W U I v  l 1*1 v/
than r’ movement would bo contra-clockwise. Deeper 
w *oon or sun-worship is foar of tho dead, and tho 
mo mP at tombs would have tho left-hand gestures and 
IhUĝ j®nt,s’ meaning “ keep back; stay where you aro.” 
of „„V . left-hand movements represent tho lower strata 

j^'gious rites.
cere! Moslem coremony of tho Taw'af, or tho seven 
huiij-°nial circuits around tho Kaaba, at Mecca, that 
crescpnS I® kept to the left hand. This, and tho Moslem 
W0rsi i11’ . suggest that moon-worship rather than sun- 
seven'^ 18 at foundation of the Semitic faith. The 
of thoC°Urscs ludicate this, being tho division of tho phases 
than tb^°°n’ wGieh, as a time measurer, was more important 
n°ttia(]'0 8Un’ moufh being known before tho year. To 
Vorgfy10. Pastoral pcoplo moon and star observation and 
asSor(.T.ls of importance, while with agriculturalists tho sun 
sUnwi ■ .suPr°macy. Ancient as aro Aryan movements 

going back to pre-Vedic timos, tho ceremonies of 
* ^7 ~~ - - --

M.r A  ^pldhisl Praying- Wheel., by William Simpson, R.I., 
+ A tV ’ . .Jt'G-S., etc. (Macmillan.) 
t Tho ]?• auty-eovon, for “ tilsa” read “ tulsi.”

°tbora talfl lnR,8. ®tono. alas, is sadly reduced by tho Welsh and 
°‘ tho tnos?^ C lipa as a charm to ward off tho dovil. “  In Walos ono 
gr6s* a„ aj c *rc<iuent punishments that fall upon those who trans- 
lVaeon, anj S, A"0 8t°no is the breaking down of tho transgressor’s 
}nl°rtn’o(l tn ti*8 k°i'°f Htill survives at Rowldrich. A ploughman 
Worn Banv.,° b lab ono day a man who was driving along tho road 
f 0 hinc’aUIA ®woro to a friond that ho would carry off a chip of 
A?01 tho n°> ‘ though his whool Iockod.’ IIo chipjxjd a piece 
wT6®! Was lA ? ’ , . b when ho tried to drivo on ho found that ono 
r?ake it, eked in such a way that nothing ho could do would 
.!Rht S ton /°Un<J a«a in ”  (A. J. Evans, M.A., F.S.A., “  Tho Roll- 

4 t tnidni!i?ni  thoir Folk-Loro,” in Folk-Lore, March, 1895). 
o^snt ini, i  ̂10 8 ône8 of tho circlo become mon again for a 

„A  Wri’J  7 ,an,k  and danco round in tho air” (ibid).
¡0 it8 Jl: I!om right to loft, as in Hobrow, was possibly sacrod, 

&nd. g'nal form dono by moon-worshippors with tho left

on “  Sympathetic M agic” in Footsteps o f  the■Gisi.60 chapter

the dead are yet older, and these are contra-sunwise. The 
Jews at burial of males in Jerusalem perform tho hakafolh, 
going round the corpse seven times from the right side 
towards the head; and a similar ceremony, which yet exists 
among the Irish peasantry, is known as “  paying the 
rounds.”

If, as I suggest, the movement to the left in funeral 
ceremonies be designed to keep the ghost back, it is curious 
that this is still kept up at the Holy Sepulchre at Jerusalem. 
The pilgrims pray for the return of the Christ, or the 
Mahdi, but their action in circumambulating it with 
the left hand inside, says, “ Keep back.” And the 
prayer of the circuit is the deeper prayer. Despite Mr. 
Jevons, magic and prayer are closely allied in early man, 
and the praying-wheel is an existing proof. The first 
prayer is imitative action. Prostration, kneeling, and 
clasped hands still mean “  I am at your mercy, a slave.”

Sun charms to the right would come to have a joyous 
meaning, as in maypole dances. “  Right ” becomes the sign 
of dexterous work and straightforward conduct. Sinistral 
circuits, from association with night and death, acquire a 
sinister meaning, like left-handed compliments. Left- 
handed people, too, from their rarity would be considered 
uncanny. Every charm has its counter charm, and if 
movements sunwise were lucky because the right hand was 
more powerful, reverse movements would be unlucky. 
From notions of luck we have the idea of the wheel of 
fortune, and the use of the wheel as an amulet, of which 
Mr. Simpson gives illustrations.

In the witches’ orgies they formed a circle face outwards, 
dancing wiederscheins— i.c., the sinistral circuit—showing, 
perhaps, their connection with Hecate, or moon- and night- 
worship, as opposed to that of the sun and day,* though 
doubtless the idea of a counter-charm for ill-luck on enemies 
also crept in.

Hech ! sirs, but wo had gran’ fun
W i’ the muckle black de’il in tho chair,

And the muckle Bible upside doon,
A ’ ganging withershins roun’ and roun’,

And backwards saying the prayer.
Witchcraft, black magic, and devil-worship, like the left- 

hand Tantra faith of tho Hindus, take us back to an older 
cult.f The left hand circuit round the altar at the marriage 
of tho Czarcwitch is another, very difToront, illustration.

Our author, in his summary, observes:—
“ The circumambulation of sacred shrines, such as 

stupas and temples, and also round holy persons and 
things, has been described as only another form of the 
circular motion having the same symbolism as the 
wheel. To go round in the opposite direction, or with 
the left liana to tho centre, was the rule at death cere­
monies ; it was, at tho same time, unlucky and productive 
of evil, being a similar notion to that which was held in 
this country regarding tho same movement known as 
‘ widdershins.’ ”

Thcro aro just two points which I think Mr. Simpson 
might have treated with advantage: first, tho evidence of 
children’s circular dancos, giant’s stride rotation round the 
polo, and games with hoops, balls, and marbles; second, 
tho wheel of the stars around tho pole.J In making a 
circle man thinks of a fixed contro and a moving circum­
ference. This, star-gazers noticed, was tho case with tho 
gradual movement of tho constellations, tho smallest orbs 
“  still quiring to tho young-eyed chcrubims,” as “  when tho 
morning stars sang togethor, and all tho sons of God shoutod 
for joy.”

But I must pull up. This wheeler onco on tho whoel 
might become “  a fair scorcher.” Mr. Simpson, too, may 
complain that my own hobby-horse has ridden mo almost 
out of sight of his Buddhist Praying-lFhcel, which I must 
not concludo without commending both as the best book 
on the subject, and as being a most valuable contribution 
to tho study of human evolution in religious rites and 
customs. Tho book is tho result of much porsonal obser­
vation, for which, as a special artist of tho Illustrated 
London News, Mr. Simpson had special opportunities and 
acquirements, as well as of the study of forty years. It 
has an oxccllent index, and tho neat and artistic illus­
trations greatly aid the text. J. M. W .

* See Footsteps o f  the Past, p. 103.
t  Tho aorpont-worehipping Indians of Arizona danco sinistrally.
Z The lato J. O’Neill, in his Night o f  the Gods, deals with polar 

worship, and in his second volumo—alas, yet unpublished—had 
considered the question of tho wheel and circular dances from that 
point of view.
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A C I D  DR OP S .
C a r d in a l  Y a u g iia n  must ba a very subtle humorist. _ In a 
pastoral letter on the Queen’s Jubilee he calls particular 
attention to the fact that during Her Majesty’s reign 
antiquated restrictions and disabilities have given place to 
freedom of speech and action. Satan rebuking Sin was 
not more edifying than Cardinal Vaughan congratulating 
Englishmen on the extension of religious liberty. Has not 
this same Cardinal Vaughan boasted that the Catholic 
Church has never spared the knife in dealing with heretics ? 
And wa3 it not his predecessor, Cardinal Manning, who 
declared that England would be ruined in the sight of God 
if Charles Bradlaugh were allowed to enter Parliament ?

Dean Farrar’s sermon on the Jubilee referred to “ the 
kind hand of our God upon us.” This may be apparent in 
the happy lot of our luxurious royalty. But is it apparent 
in the lot of hundreds of thousands of half-starved wretches 
who jump at the chance of a Jubilee dinner 1 To eat enough 
once in a lifetime is a never-to-be-forgotten treat to these 
unfortunates. How much do they owe to the kind hand of 
God? ____'

Dr. Farrar evidently places the British Empire above the 
Roman Empire. But is not this a little “  previous ’’? The 
British Empire is as yet a thing of yesterday, while the 
Roman Empire lasted for centuries ; and Gibbon says that 
the happiest period in the world’s history was from the death 
of Domitian to the accession of Commodus. During that 
period the Roman Empire was governed by a succession of 
the wisest and greatest rulers the world has ever seen. It 
is impossible to find their equals in the history of any 
Christian nations, or even in the history of all Christian 
nations together.

A great feature of the Jubilee show was the enclosing of 
Monsignor Cesare Sambucelti, the Envoy Extraordinary 
from the Pope, in the same carriage with the Chinese Ambas­
sador. The crowd regarded them as a pair of played-out 
fossils.

The Russian Church was represented by the Archbishop 
of Finland. This ecclesiastic was met at Victoria Station 
by a crowd of ladies and persons of the clerical sex ; and we 
read that ho extended his hand to be kissed on every side 
as ho made his way through the kneeling crowd to the 
reception-room. Such is Christianity in the nineteenth 
century! ____

The new Bishop of London took part in the Jubilee 
service, and was “ glorious in an embroidered cope and a 
gold cap.” An admirer in tho gallery cried out “ Bravo, 
Bishop of London,” and tho Bishop looked up with a radiant 
smile. It was so different from the old days, when the 
wardrobe of Jesus Christ and the twelve apostles would 
probably have fetched something under five shillings.

Mr. Hughes took part in tho Jubilee service outside St. 
Paul’s Cathedral. But he was less intent on worshipping 
God than in “ very closely” watching the Queen. Mr. 
Hughes is familiar with God, and the Queen was a novelty. 
Of course he may have plenty of time to watch her in 
heaven ; but then ho may not. You never know, you know.

Rev. Hugh Price Hughes mentions our matronly Queen 
Victoria in the same breath with Marcus Aurelius, Oliver 
Cromwell, and Georgo Washington, and adds that she is 
“ in some respects greatest of all.” She has “ grasped tho 
divine conception of kingship”—that is, doing nothing at 
all. In the course of time, we hope, the payment will be 
proportionate.

Mr. Hughes is so lost in admiration of the Queen’s political 
virtues, as an official endorser of Acts of Parliament, that he 
declares “ it must be regarded as an astounding manifesta­
tion of the grace of God.” This needs thinking over. Mr. 
Hughes is such a profound philosopher that all ho says will 
bear long reflection. Meanwhile it is pleasant to be assured 
by so high an authority that “ when the majority of the 
people have unmistakably and finally declared their will 
tho Queen always accepts it.’ Surely it is very good of the 
Queen to bo so compliantly accommodating as to yield to 
tho irresistible will of those who pay her salary. It is 
really “ astounding”—with or without the grace of God.

that the Jubilee pageant was a middle-class celebration. 
The working classes were “ conspicuously absent,” and the 
New Democracy was not there.”

One Jubilee incident was laughably curious. The Fahian 
Society’s Executive, including one gentleman who is a bitter 
enemy of the National Secular Society, voted money for th 
decoration of their office windows in the Strand. This was 
resented by the members, and the vote had to be rescinded.

“ General” Booth is stated by the Guardian t o h aY® 
returned the ticket sent him for the steps of St. PaUl 
Cathedra], and it was then given to Dr. Monroe Gibs00' 
president of the National Council of Evangelical Ire 
Churches. According to the newspaper reports, however, 
representative of the Salvation Army was present at th 
Jubilee Service. We fancy that the head of the Salvation 
Army was too shrewd to lose such a good advertisement , 
on the other hand, it wouldn’t do for him to play second 
fiddle to anybody—for is he not God’s special representativ 
on earth, at least in his own esteem 1

What this Jubilee business really means may be under­
stood in the light of two facts. When the House o 
Commons waited on the Queen with a loyal address they 
were treated with gross disrespect. When they went t 
the Naval Review the Government could not afford to nn 
them a ship to themselves. They were packed in tho saB* 
boat with a lot of other sight-seers who paid so much
head for the trip. This shows what 1 he m onarch ists an
imperialists think of the House of Commons. And tn 
worst of it is that the English people have not manhue3
enough to be angry at the affront to their representatives.

What a farce, after all, is the great art of destruction^. 
While our unparalleled assembly of ironclads is riding . 0 
the Isle of Wight, Mr. Hudson Maxim prophesies that 
torpedo cruiser will soon bo constructed that will be »n ’ 
by hurling the latest explosives to a distance of nine none , 
to destroy the most magnificent fleet that even Euglan 
could get together. And the cream of tho joke is that tn 
is a Christian country.

The Bishop of London’s garden parties are among 
most swell functions of the season. “ l ’eter Lombard ”_eaj8 • 
“ One feature which struck mo on tho first day remains ‘ 
of old. A French window opens from the beautiful la 
into the l ’orteus Library, and the latter room is devoted i 
tho day to tea, ices, etc. At first it was tho only place 
apart for refreshments, and consequently you saw a steaYt 
convergement of black coats from the lawn towards tn 
window. And this procured for tho meeting the name  ̂
which it was long known—viz., 1 tho beetle trap.’ P „ 
since that day things havo altered, first in the gather* 
of swarms of Jadies, and secondly in tho placing of refre8 
ment tables outside.”

.. i«
Tho following opinion, that of a “ great nervo special*s ,g 

from tho United States now on a visit to our motropoh?’ f 
recorded in the Hospital, and is worth thinking over : ‘ ' .  j  
English women used to be quiet, comely, and restful to ui , 
and eyes. But when I come to London now, I might aim 
as well be on Fifth-avenue, for your women are beco® C 
haggard and sallow, jerky in their movements, incess 
talkers, and in perpetual motion. They never seem sa 
fled unless they are using their faculties to the utrno'-' 
bicycling, rushing to theatres, shops, and parties; 1
seeking, seeking, apparently never finding what they,80 
but going on like the restless waves of tho sea. Ijookmg e 
the surging crowd of restless women in London, I see be 
me whole generations of neurotics to come.”

Lady Henry Somerset declared at the London Council ^ 
Women recently that it “ is Atheistic for a woman to try 
hide her limbs. Only an Atheist would do it. It is c<fal)r(] 
lent to saying that she is ashamed of that which the *- js 
has given her.” Lady Somerset, like Anthony Comstoc > j 
noted for her piety, but the two differ as to the proprm 
¡showing “ that which tho Lord has given her.” Coin*i ,0 
has publicly (though privately he is not shocked bv' ** tjl6 
figures) a great aversion for anything naked—oven *°l aI1j  
naked truth. How long is it since squeamishness ' jy 
prudery have become Atheistic? How people do like to 
words, which in the popular mind imply reproach, to. 
ever they dislike, whether or not there is any j u8*‘ M. 
relevancy in the application of the words.—Secular d'L° J

“ If tho other rulers of the world were to walk in her foot­
steps,” Mr. Huzhes says, “ the Millennium would immedi­
ately begin.” Well, tho Queen has been ruling, or rather 
reigning, for sixty years in England, and the millennium 
has not yet begun in this highly-favored country. There 
is a great gulf between pulpit rhetoric and plain matter of

One thing is frankly admitted by Mr. Ilughes-pamely,

The Church is always behind tho age. Women are jjj 
on Parish Councils ; but tho bishops have resolveu 8d
Parish Church Councils, designed to give tho . ■Vut0

___* n\____ i. .._.v ~ - i — n ...« . mntr* .interest in Church affairs, and to mako them c0® uns**' 
thereto, the seats are to bo—like the sermons of some I to 
—“ for men only.” Paul said : “ I Nuffer not a ''L<-gjj0p o* 
speak in the church.” His worthy successor, tho J’ .̂jl0rcb> 
Lichfield, says women have no call to govern in 
though he deliciously adds: “ I hope I fully ipPreCl1
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v ei.r ministrations in various other ways.” It would be 
l r(i (,° beat this. Woman’s place in the Church has ever 

en at the feet of Jesus ”—that is, of the priest.

i ^ rs' Demis ton Chant has been flying in the teeth of Paul 
Die Congregational Church, and adding to 

ni , 0“ ®nce by appearing in the pulpit bare-headed, in com- 
1 Ce disregard of the Apostolic directions.

T.-̂ °*'jclug the work of the Society for Promoting Christian 
lat I P t?6’ Leader says: “ The distribution of trans- 

Bibles is a matter which has occasionally resulted in 
disaster. It is, in the opinion of the S.P.C.K., vastly 

lhP-tant that Bibles should not be placed in the hands of 
co ilea,tben unless accompanied with a full exposition and 
tlierme-ntary' Illustrating the evil results which may follow, 
I»* ? 19 a. sect of Maoris who have built up on the trans- 
band C0Ples.°? the Bible, which accident had left in their 
n,„ j ’ a religion the like of which exists nowhere else on 

face of the earth.”

L u i6 ? ev‘ Secretary of the S.P.C.K. says that the natives in 
boot ia are so anxious to buy the Holy Word that the 
6x 13 bad to be protected from them by the police. The 
that-anm10n .*s bbat they regard books as gri-gris or charms, 
co_- Wl“  bring them luck. He says that last year 1,000 

to the Study of the Bible, and 500 copies of a 
Sejp °* Mahomet were disposed of in that country. Where 
a\vav̂  i 0 books is impossible, they are, of course, given 
as th ’ • Ibis course is not advisable unless compulsory,

e natives are apt to put no value on gifts.

P r- Barrett, of Norwich has been making what the 
con,)-0.- * Times calls “ some weighty observations” on the 
8i(je 1 *°n of Nonconformity. “ If,” he said, “ they con- 
Wust ,1 -e increase of the population in this country, they 
relati I031*1 lbat Nonconformity was not as strong to-day, 
founj. y> as twenty years ago. A good test was to be 
Darn,) ln- , e number of sittings provided in chapels as com- 
pro Wltb those provided by the Church of England. The 
aiul rriacle by the Church of England was astonishing, 
Pfonl^'^nconformists were falling behind.” Dr. Barrett 
the B 0?1 . Ibat a better time was coming, but meanwhile 
richer tlrao remains. It is all very well to say that the 
Stat(j (T)'0mbers °f  Nonconformist bodies drift away to the 
maia,i burch. No doubt this is true. But there is a graver 
beCo,Jy t behind. The truth is that Nonconformity has 
\y0r„r®,l/iithless to its own principles. It has been signally 
in Coneb by the Church of England in the education struggle

rp,
s°ciet’ 9V' ^ r- Howie, a faith-healer, and a foe to secret 
and US’8’ Wb° bas been holding a series of all-day meetings 
attem'In  ̂^ le most extraordinary devices in order to attract 
wit), g.10̂  introduced into his pulpit a hideous hobby-horse 
beast } at eyes and a lolling tonguo, which delightful
into t'li People have to straddle in their initiation

0 order of Mystic Shriners.—Progressive Thinker.

all hoi; °^ cn w° are told that Christianity proclaims that 
thi3 d o ° r rH ai° brethren. The practical illustrations which 
BonsfnCt̂ n,e bas received have continued from the days of 
]kesh P*-1-06 till now. The General Assembly of the Southern 
^arolm-nan Hburch, which met recently at Charlotte, North 
d)oi,|fj  ai resolved that separate churches and separate synods 
adodj. o f  o^ablished for negroes. Tlieir white brethren 
buiidin^b® fraternity, but prefer to worship in separate

ut)Oi

i  8t“ad ________  __________________,
Ute ?!^ d —that Mrs. Piper, the Boston mejum,
Brone), n  Biper, Esq., had been chiofly “ con 
deceasnr) ‘ Phinuit,’ and tho sp:
tear n°ighbor.” These controls, wli

Poor woman about horribly, have now been cx-

-8or,7l.?tea4 announces—not through Julia, but through
'um, relict of the

' rooch"n J ‘I>er, Jtsq., haa been cmolly "controlled by a 
deCfia Uoctor ‘ Phinuit,’ and tho spirit of a recently- 

a neighbor.” These controls, who certainly used to 
pellod ° H°°r .woman about horribly, havo now been ox- 
body kf ® *;beir plac3 has been taken by no less eminent a 
0jiOti”l - Kuides Ihan thoso who used to control “ M. A., 
frater u poor maunderers of imbecilo theology and

“ a- tho late ltev. Stanton Moses styled “ Imperator."
Cl

'ntr, a ](°f’,Ibo palmist, who has been puffed by Mrs. Bosant 
Palms o ty J)osition in Bond-street, whero ho will read your 
‘»Urelg r .Photograph your thoughts, must look out for his 
“ aw scie^ Bar‘ sian occultist, named Garre, has invented a 
cbara^̂  called scarpology, by which ho deciphers tho 
I'beir booh.°f u <!0,pl<l ?,y the manner in which they wear out 
Riven to fi He bolds that man’s boots bear tho impress 
S*'<ieP an ] e;tn by tho wearer. If that wearer climbed the 
?"ru re j tboruy way to heaven, or if, recking not his 
J°“ fire th’ 10 trod Hie primroso path to tho everlasting 
C0Vcrhi'[ru cn,aturo °f bis journoyings left its mark upon tho 

88 of his extremities
Dr. Q , .___

effing bas formed a fine collection of old boots illus- 
exiict” as Position. IIo claims that scarpology is as 

phrenology or chiromancy. Broadly stated.

the canons of the art seem to be somewhat as follows : If 
the soles and heels are worn down evenly, and there is no 
undue tendency to thinness in any part, Dr. Garre is able to 
assert that the wearer was a steady, respectable, methodical 
business man, of regular habits—a man of even temper, 
seldom or never stirred by passions. If it is a bottine that 
is thus evenly worn, it belonged to some chaste and unex- 
pressive she of simple tastes and constant mind ; one who is 
content to never wander from her own clean-swept hearth, 
and who would betray no emotion if an earthquake brought 
her choicest Worcester tea-set rattling from its shelves. 
Jealous husbands, who think that their wives’ “ tootsicums” 
have strayed from the paths of wifely duty, can have, it is 
said, their worst suspicions confirmed or dissipated by 
simply showing the scarpologist a pair of the suspected 
matron’s bottines. Even scarpologists are but fallible, and 
a hasty judgment on a worn-out sole might cause some rash 
Othello to smother some innocent Desdemona, when perhaps 
the fault was due to some defective bit of leather.

The Liverpool Courier says that, at the Jubilee celebration 
at St. Nathaniel’s, all the Sunday scholars, numbering over 
1,300, on leaving, had a souvenir on cardboard of tho corona­
tion of tho Queen with her hand on the Bible, as she swore 
to defend the Reformed Protestant Religion with a large 
Diamond Jubilee bun. This bun defence must account for 
the spread of Romanism in the Church.

The English Churchman, in noticing Cardinal Vaughan’s 
pastoral letter on the Jubilee junketings, laments that 
“ unhappily the leading men in the Church of England, 
instead of glorying in its Protestant character, seem only 
too ready to ignore it, and delight instead to array them­
selves in the borrowed plumes of Rome.”

At the Anglican Church of St. Cuthbert’s, Philbeach- 
gardens, on Corpus Christi day, the reserved sacrament 
was brought out and laid on the altar for adoration and 
genuflexion. Worship of the Host was also shown by 
carrying it in procession, before placing tho wafer-god on 
the altar, and then kneeling down before it. “ Father " 
Black, who officiated, pointed in his sermon to the Host on 
the altar, and said that Jesu3 was there at that moment in 
his godhead and humanity. This “ Father” Black is the 
Anglican clergyman who has shown such anxiety to prevent 
tho re-marriage of divorced persons, whether guilty or 
innocent. _____

In the Catholic rite imitated by our Romanisers, 
the priest blesses the eucliarist, and after the pronounce­
ment of his words, the substance of the bread is changed 
into the substance of Christ’s body, blood, soul, and divinity. 
Ho then breaks Christ’s body, blood, soul, and divinity and 
puts it into tho chalice. In offering the sacrifice of tho 
Mass, the priest, however, does not necessarily become an 
iconoclast or godbreaker. If he has no intention of 
breaking up God Almighty, why, then, God almighty 
isn’t broken u p ; and if ho has no intention to change the 
bread into God, then the bread doesn’t become God. So 
much depends on good intentions.

Marlow Church was badly injured by the storm which 
followed the Jubilee. Two of the steeple pinnacles were 
blown off, ono of them crashing through the roof while a 
service was being held. Many of the windows wore blown 
in. One piece of glass fell and rested on an open Bible. No 
doubt the two pages of Holy Writ left open contained some 
good text about that dear old “ Providence.”

One of tho Jubilee thanksgivers took his text from 1 Cor. 
xv. 57, which he reads as “ thanks bo unto God which giveth 
us Victoria,” omitting tho words “ through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” ____

Tho Church Times, of course, finds the moral of the Jubilee 
in the union of Church and State. It says: “ May this 
lesson, too, never be lo st ; may every member of tho British 
empire recognise in all his ways, political or domestic, or civil, 
or military, or scientific, that the blessings of loyalty and 
fraternity depend for their origin and maintenance upon 
religion, and upon nothing else.” Yes, and religion depends 
upon the priest, and the priest on his salary.

We havo all mado mirth of tho farmer whoso whole lifo 
was spent in buying land, to raise corn, to feed hogs, to get 
money to buy more land, to raise more corn, to fatten moro 
swine, to get more money ; and thus on from year to year 
in an endless round. Is not the life of the preacher a some­
what parallel ono 1 Does he not labor in a similar circle, 
preaching an eternal hell in which he does not believe, to 
frighten sinners and convert them to his pretended belief, 
that they may join his church, to contribute money for his 
support, that he may frighten other sinners and convert 
them to his belief, that they may join his church and con­
tribute more money, that he may preach more hell, and so
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on in a continuous circle, through a useless life 1 That is 
the way it appears to—The Progressive Thinker.

A gentleman called F. Lackett, writes to us from East 
View, Thanet-road, Ramsgate. He is alarmed at the prospect 
of our immortal soul, and in all “ love ” sends us a friendly 
warning. He saw a copy of the Freethinker in a window, 
bought it, and read i t ; and hence his trouble. He says he 
is sure that we “ would never publish another line ” if we only 
know how much we grieve real Christians and their Master. 
Well now, we have for many years been looking out for a 
real Christian—one who bears the marks that are specified 
in the last chapter of Mark, one who can drink poison and 
play with deadly serpents. Mr. Lackett may be the very 
person we are in quest of. We hope he will soon arrange 
for a public performance.

Our Ramsgate friend thinks that we are ignorant of the 
contents of the Bible. The dear innocent! He refers us to 
two texts, which declare that the Gospel is foolishness to 
the natural man. We quite agree with these texts. The 
Gospel is foolishness to every man possessed of his natural 
wits. He only appreciates it when he is born again, out of 
common sense into superstition.

The Rev. J. Lyne, “ Father Ignatius, O.S.B., of Llanthony 
Abbey.” seems to have made no progress since the days 
when ne debated with Mr. Bradlaugh. He is reported in 
the Herts Leader as preaching at Bushey that “ the existence 
of the Jews was a standing miracle and witness to the truth 
of the Gospel.” The existence of a race who say that their 
Messiah did not come is a proof that he did come, and their 
denial of the truth of the gospels makes their veracity 
certain. After this we are not surprised to find Father 
Ignatius lament that all Churches were now permeated with 
Rationalism, which would culminate in Atheism—a sign of 
the approaching end of the age.

agree. Johannes Stephanus, if asked for particulars, would 
probably reply: “ Rinderpest,Reformers, cattle plague, and 
Critic cartoons !” My list would be slightly different. R 
would embrace a gentleman whose name begins with “ hi 
but who is by no means “  0  K !”—African Critic.

“ Peter Lombard” tells of a Warwickshire parish clerk 
whose invariable notice of a funeral to the rector is : “  Flea^ 
your reverence, there’s a party come as wishes to be buried.

We learn from the Bristol Times and Mirror that, in 
connection with the realization of a deceased lady’s estate, 
three of the pews of the parish church of Clifton were offered 
for sale the other day. The purchase-money was £45, and 
the pew3 were as much personal property as the lady’s ward­
robe.

Who are the members of the Church of England Working 
Men’s Federation at Liverpool 1 This formidable body had 
decided to memorialize the archbishops and bishops and 
mpmbers of the Pan-Anglican Synod against the rational­
izing tendencies of the teachings of Dean Fremantle, Arch­
deacon Wilson, and Canons Wilberforce, Eyton, and Gore- 
Their teaching was denounced as dangerous to the faith, and 
opposed to the doctrines and formularies of the Church ot 
England.

Miss Betham-Edwards, who has written many books on 
France, where she has long been a resident, writes most i°" 
structively in the Daily News on “ Anglophobia in France. 
She says : “ Sad it is, yet true, and certainly not new, tha 
professors of Christian charity and brotherly love should 09 
the first to stir up international animosities. Ultramontane 
abbe and Protestant pastor are here offenders. By help 01 
the former, ex-Boulangists and tho Colonial party have 
lately been preaching a veritable crusade against Enghsfl 
Dissenters.”

The Athencvum f(June 26), noticing Mr. Conway’s edition 
of The Writings o f Thomas Paine, says of his Age o f Ileason : 
“ His unbelief was not so uncompromising as his phrases, 
and if ho had been a greater master in the art of putting 
things, he might have lived without reproach, and died 
without leaving a name to be denounced.” This seems to us 
very poor criticism indeed. Paine’s service was that he did 
make a stir and excite opposition by putting things plainly. 
He might have been as great a master in putting things as 
the Athenceum critic, only by wrapping his meaning up, so 
that those who run could not read, he would have left no 
namo at all. _ _ _

“ Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde” is one of the late Robert Louis 
Stevenson’s finest efforts, and has had an extensive circula­
tion. Mr. Andrew Lang says that when it was first pub­
lished the public scarcely purchased a copy. Presently 
however, a long review appeared in the Times; then the 
clergy found it out, and their advertisement made its 
fortune. Tboy have also puffed Marie Corelli’s novels and 
Mr. Wilson Barrett’s Sign o f the Cross. Evidently, there­
fore, they did not value Stevenson from tho point of view 
of good literature.

The Berwick Advertiser notes that “ the Freethinker is very 
jubilant over the Sunday opening of Berwick Bandstand.” 
Our northern contemperary appears to hope that this fact 
will serve as a warning to the whole neighborhood. What 
the Freethinker approves is, of course, extremely devilish.

Tho German Roman Catholic organ, Germania, says of 
Leo Taxil’s hoax as to devil-worship : “ Good comes, how­
ever, out of evil. Far too much of tho so-called ‘ super­
natural’ is offered tho Catholic reading public in Catholic 
publications. We do not object to the publication of 
miraculous influences that have been duly attested by the 
Church after investigation. But there is too ready a belief 
in supposed evidences of divine or diabolic interference in 
cases which have not been pronounced genuine by the 
clerical authorities.” The Kölnische Volks-Zeitung, another 
Catholic organ, urges that “ an end should be put to all the 
numerous stories which fantastic souls, addleheads, fake-con­
verts, and conscienceless liars offer the public in the shape of 
revelations, secrets, and predictions.” The legends of the 
saints are quite another matter. They are all gospel.

' Straws tell which way the wind blows. Here is a speci­
men from tho States, which indicates the decline of tho 
black business in popularity. Of 388 seniors at Harvard 
college who have thus far replied to the questions in the 
class secretary’s circular, 102 say they intend to study law, 
and thirty-five medicine or surgery, but not one theology. 
Fifty-two will teach, and sixty-four engage in business.

Oom Paul preached in the Dutch Reformed Church on 
what, for want of a better term, 1 will call “ Rinderpest 
Sabbath.” He told the congregation that many things in 
the country called for the divine displeasure. I quite

/ /“  Northumbria ” has an article on missions in Reynold 
Newspaper. He asks : “ How should we like a lot of strang 
Chinese women, of unknown intentions and doubtful mow 
to invade our houses and secretly corrupt our wives » 
daughters 1 And would it be likely or not to provoke y0“ 
British congregation into a riot if the Buddhist missions . 
men stalked into our churches during service and opsn , 
mocked at every symbol there held sacred, and atternP . 
to dispute with the clergy in tho very discharge of tn 
office 1 And yet, if we were not so blinded with insU r0 
prejudice and self-conceit, wo should see that these . 
precisely the things which our unwise, narrow-m® ̂  
missionaries are doing in China and in India, as they \ 
doing, to a more or less extent, all over the so-c*
‘ heathen ’ world.”

Tho Rev. J. II. Parry, vicar of Dulas, Herefordshire! b j  
been remanded on a charge of shooting a laborer m® ^  
John King. King went to tho vicarage for money duo , ^ 
was paid a shilling short, which he continued to do® 
whereupon the man of God fetched a gun and shot K> 
tho chest and arm.

They have a comic man as minister of a fL
Oxford, and the advertisement he puts on his notice-b^' . 
is called attention to in tho Oxford Times. It is as uj® 
“ Missing.—Last Sunday, some neoplo from chapel. ^^°eie of 
Several hours from the Lord’s day by a number of p©°Pj! ̂  
different ages, dressed in their Sunday clothes. Straye® f  
A few children, believed to have gone in the direct® 
no Sunday school. Mislaid.—Some silver and copper c 0j 
on the bar of a public-house, the owner being in a sta «  ̂
excitement at the time. Wanted.—Several young P°Y,ch 
when last seen walking up Sabbath Breaker’s-lano,_ w ĵ,„ 
leads to tho city of ‘ no good.’ Any person recover®»^,] 
abovo shall receive their reward.” The wicked ,sin. jyad 
pass on ; but the author, liko all tho best wits, is ®  
earnest, and does not know how funny ho is.

A church in Chicago was “ dedicated to God ” tho £^rCh 
day. Great schemo that; it saves tho owners of the cn . 
from paying taxes, as the tax-collector cannot find Goo-

A universal God ought to have revealed a UI1}:trion3 
religion. By what fatality are so many different rell'2re»t 
found on earth 1 Which is tho true one among 
number of those of which each one pretends to be the r̂ ®oD 
one to the exclusion of all others 1 Wo have every r rjqje 
to believe that not ono of them enjoys this advantage- l̂o 
divisions and tho disputes about opinions are cjplc9 
signs of the uncertainty and of the obicurity of the prl 
which they profess.—Jean Meslier. . . f i t  J0'1,

The bigot is like the pupil of the eye—the moro 'l%yindel'' 
put upon it, the more it will contract.—Oliver 
Holmes.
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Ur. Foote’s Engagem ents.

Sunday, J u]y ^ Athenaeum Hall, 73 Tottenham Court-road, 
a on, W., at 7.30, “ Providonco and the British Empiro.”

Letters for the Editor of the Freethinker should be addressed to 
28 Stonecutter-stroet, London, E.C.

Scale 0» A dvertisements.—Thirty words, Is. 6 d .; every suc­
ceeding ten words, 6d. Displayed Advertisement» :—One inch, 
4s. 6d.; half column, £1 2s. Gd.j column, £2 5s. Special terms 
for repetitions.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

a' Charles W atts’s L ecturing E ngagements.—July 11, 
then.-oum Hall, London ; August 8, Failsworth; 15, New 
rompton. October 3, Sheffield. November 7, Glasgow.—-All 
omniunications for Mr. Watts should be sent to him (if a 
eply ¡g required, a stamped and addressed envelope must be 
nclosed) at 81 Effra-road, Brixton, London, S.W. 

ft a^tridge> on behalf of the Birmingham Branch, tenders 
aaks to Mr. Foote for tho two lectures delivered by Mr. Watts 

T m  Une ^  and under the Lecture Scheme.
’r r * ® * ]  for tho Pontypridd Branch, thanks the friends at 

orth for their kindness and hospitality last Sunday on the 
oasion of lectures in the Town Hall.

Lw1qoNE1W_̂ '  BedborouSh- lb> J°hn-street, Bedford-row,

M J 1M arriott'—Subscription handed to Miss Vance.
!; Quote’s L ecture Scheme. —G. Brady (monthly subscrip- 
«00) 10s. Per David Watt .-—David Watt, Is.; John Millar, Is.; 
W „ r ^ ander. l®-5 J. Bryce, Is.; A. Turner, Is.; L. S. Is.; A. 
59C. t and’ bs-> J- Garven, Is.; J. Terrier, 2s.; G. Colquhoun, 

q ■’ ' ■ MoLelland, Is.; Fannie Garven, Is.
Th EEeok?u° ii.—Y our notice arrived too late to be of any use.

«meeting takes place on July 1, and few of our readers will 
(jy this copy of the Freethinker before the evening of that day. 

q y n°fc send earlier ? We go to press on Wednesday.
^ rady.—Thanks for subscription and good wishes, 

it i Bavie-—Miss Vance has sont you a withdrawal form. Fill 
hB n and P°sb iL or deliver it yoursolf, to tho schoolmaster. If 
d P?18*8̂ 8 in illegally disregarding your notice, by not with- 
co Wl.nK your child from religious instruction, make a formal 
red i1 aint to the School Board ; and if you are still without 
Bhain?’ ,s®rid us a careful statement of the whole caso, and it 

g .. °e laid before tho Education Department in London, 
of thUT?N— ^ho Sunday Societies are pressing for an alteration 
ihatB and ^ord Hobhouse has brought forward a Bill to 
raav?, " ■ i*- provides that lectures and musical performances 
Ondo ?,i’ ‘ ven on Sundays, with a charge for admission, if they are 
p„k].r t'“ 0 control of a Society, or other body of persons, for tho 
pr 10 advantage, and not for pecuniary profit; and that no 
V̂it>oe<j1DK® under the Lord’s Day Act shall henceforth be taken 

>n th°Uk tbo assenb °f the Attorney-General. Tho best pooplo 
Pown°fCO,Unt 7  are *n favor of this Bill, but bigotry is still very 

A. j  and wo have small hope of Lord Hobhouse’s success.
p e‘ j ,  Thanks. Mr. Whoolor can look up the volumes of tho 

C, j  8 Journal at the British Museum.
JAJlEa J' ~~The Jobileo, with us, is now “  out of date. ” 

occur fKAU— Reynolds'» answor to a correspondent is probably 
d0 n  ̂ as fur as England is concerned. Hospitals for the sick 
but th 86ein t0 bav0 ex*8ted in this country bofore Christianity, 

existed in more civilized countries, such as India. Greoco.
■tl thft T ’ V»iu HIOJ PUU1U UIVU AJIÎ IUWA «/»wir VUliOUlUUlUJ' .
contn 'rSt edbrt *n this direction was mado in 1080, that is several 
■ft«.™, tho conversion of England. The answer in

Hanley / \ is cortainl? mi8lcadi"K- 
your I ?‘NKs— You complained some time ago, by lettor, that 
linker 0nKa(iomonts wore not published in tho Free-
becaug’ rci>lietl, by letter, that they wore not published 
have n° / ° U no.vor took tho trouble to send in your list. You 
beon m i  60nb yeb- ^ nd as Tour comP'a*nt seoms to have 
P'anation ° °̂ 80wboro> w0 deem it advisablo to print tho ex- 

fi, qa
arti(.]c '^ -' PloaHcd to hoar that you somuchadmiro Mr. Watts’s 
elioui(]H,on kho Jubilee Grazo. Your suggestion that tho articles 
tier, jH bo ¡'cprintod uh a pamphlet or lonllot forgenoral distribu- 
its Co„ i>0r 'aP8 a good ono, but tho Jubiloo fovor has nearly run 

i-n̂ 8v,.now’ and Mr. Watts does not fool able to undortako 
f>Ar»,.reP.ub Ioation.

It LUnUa—hiborator—Humanity.
contrary to Posb-offico regulations to announce on tho 

Jk?PPer when the subscription is duo, subscribers will receive 
«tpirnnmber in a oolorod wrapper whon their subscription

Notices must reach 28 Stonecuttor-stroet by first post 
i'klE„  ay> 0r tboy will nob bo inserbod.

>UartS wbo 8°n<l us nowspapors would onhanco tho favor by 
TrjT ¿ ln8 tho passagos bo which they wish bo call our attention.

Londational Socular Society’s office is at No. 377 Strand, 
0 rDp, ° o> whore all lottors should bo addressed to Miss \ anco.

°f ^terabure should be sonb bo Mr. R. Forder, 28 BtoncTht r -etreob' E.O.
Win bo forwarded, direct from the publishing 

10s free, at the following rates, prepaid One It ear,
I Half Year, 5s. 3d. ; Three Months, 2s. 8d.

S U G A R  P L U M S .

In spite of the sultry weather, Mr. Foote had a good 
audience at the Athenæum Hall on Sunday evening. He 
occupies the same platform again this evening (July 4), 
taking for his subject “ Providence and the British Empire.”

During his recent visit to Birmingham, Mr. Watts 
delivered two lectures in the district under Mr. Foote’s 
Lecture Scheme. One of them, at Handsworth, was “ A 
Plea for Secular Education.” It has since beon reported at 
some length in the Ilandsioorth Herald.

Mr. A. B. Moss has been invited to lecture at Plymouth 
during his annual holiday, between July 24 and August 15. 
To do this he will need to make other engagements in the 
west, say at Bristol and in South Wales. Perhaps the 
friends in those parts will communicate with him, with a 
view to making use of his services. We hear that Mr. Moss 
lectured to a large and enthusiastic open-air meeting at 
Tottenham on Sunday evening.

Mr. Conway writes to the Athenæum stating his belief 
that the portrait of Thomas Paine, painted by Romney in 
1792, has at length been found. The portrait was painted 
for Dr. Thomas Cooper, of Manchester, an English Jacobin 
and admirer of Paine, who went to America in 1795, became 
President of South Carolina College, and died at Columbia 
May 11, 1840. Mr. Conway identifies the portrait with one 
of Paine, which belonged to a Mr. Matsell, an official of 
Brooklyn, and which was for many years known to a small 
circle of Free Inquirers there. It was, however, always 
ascribed to Jarvis. Mr. Conway is convinced that the 
tradition of the New York Freethinkers is erroneous, and 
that this portrait is the veritable Romney. It, however, 
differs somewhat from Sharpe’s engraving of Ilomney’s 
picture of Paine, published by Mr. Truelovo. The picture 
has been placed in tho National Portrait Gallery, Trafalgar- 
square, and the critics will doubtless soon decide whether it 
is Romney’s work or not.

Mr. and Mrs. Conway are on their way back to America. 
There was a considerable gathering of Freethinkers at 
South-place Chapel on the occasion of his last discourso. 
We wish them health and prosperity.

Enlarged copies of the photograph of the N. S. S. delegates 
to Leicester, taken by a local friend at Longcliffe, can now 
ho obtained, price eighteenpence, from Mr. Pinder at tho 
Hail, Humberstone Gate, Leicester, or from Mr. Forder.

The University Magazine for July opens with an indict­
ment of “ William the Cad,” and the Prussian prosecutions 
for the crime of lèse majesté. Hugh Mortimer Cecil follows 
with an excellent article on “ Atheism a term bethinks
more philosophical and just than Agnosticism. “ If, upon 
analysing a mathematical treatise, and tracing its con­
clusions to their source, you discover that tho author has 
begun by defining an octagon as a six-sided figure, and has 
argued upon this basis throughout, you simply point out to 
him his fundamental error. You do not adopt tho ‘ modest 
attitude of agnosticism,’ and profess your willingness to 
suspend your judgment until further proof is forthcoming 
as to the number of sides an octagon may have.” The 
Atheist holds that the fundamental propositions of Theisui 
are self-contradictory, or unmeaning. We commend Mr. 
Cecil’s paper to all professed “ Agnostics.” The other con­
tents of the University Magazine include a paper on Inter­
national Ethics, by J. M. Robertson; an account of popular 
sky-pilots, especially Dr. Parker, entitled “ Boaneges as 
Merry Andrew,” in which the writer refers to The Atheist 
Shoemaker as “ that Wesleyan classic"; and a paper on 
“ Relics of Sun-worship in Judaism and Christianity.”

Mr. S. R. Thompson gives three lectures this Sunday in 
the Town Hall-square, Rochdale. Friends should make a 
point of attending to support him.

Humanity, the monthly organ of tho Humanitarian 
League, opens its July number with a strong protest against 
the Jubilee fever, written wo presume by Mr. H. S. Salt. 
“ The whole ceremony,” it is said, “ has been an organized 
rally of the forces most opposed to humane progross. It 
lia,s deliberately glorified tne detestable spirit of imperialism 
and militarisnij and has deliberately neglected all the higher 
and worthier instinct of the English-speaking race. It is
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only fitting that such a design should be celebrated in such 
a manner—that imperialist and upholsterer between them 
should have made London hideous, and themselves con 
temptible, by the heartless and ostentatious vulgarity of 
their display.”

We are glad to see the World denouncing as a fraud that 
“ silly story ” about the Queen presenting a Bible to an 
Indian chief, with the remark that 11 This is the secret of 
England’s greatness.” “ It is the nurest fiction,” our con 
temporary says, “ although for half a century it has been 
complacentlv related by thousands of preachers and school 
teachers.” Yet this apocryphal story has got such a hold 
upon the general mind that the Westminster Gazette gravely 
asks whether the World's statement “ is quite accurate.”

The funeral of a workman in Japan costs from about 
three to five shillings. The coffin is supplied for twenty 
cents; for cremation seventy-five cents is paid ; and the 
mourners cheer themselves with refreshments which C03t 
about eleven cents, and sometimes go as high as twenty-five 
cents. Cremation at this rate in Europe would soon become 
fashionable.

Both the Independent and the Mercury of Yarmouth have 
been printing letters on “ Christianity and Agnosticism ”— 
which is evidently a controversy of interest. The latter 
paper inserts a very good letter from Mr. J. M. Headley.

“  A. G. W.” contributes to the Glasgow Saturday Weekly 
Citizen of June 2f> an excellent paper entitled “ Sixty 
Years of Religious Progress. Ho says : “ The battle between 
science and religion may be held to be at an end. The real 
religious struggle of the present and the future lies between 
Christianity and Secularism. The former refers every step 
taken to a definite conception of the proper order of the 
universe, governed by a divine ruler who bears a peculiar 
relation to mankind, through Jesus Christ. Secularism 
abandons any appeal to the supernatural, and bases its plans 
for the improvement of mankind entirely on'the teachings 
of experience and cultivated reason.”

“ A. G. W.” continues : “ Recent history seems to show 
that as the dissolution of Christianity has proceeded, eo 
Secularism, in one form or another, has developed and 
strengthened. Christianity, in losing its unity, is losing its 
strength. Preachers speak with uncertain voices, and 
each pulpit seems to have a different message. These signs 
of the times undoubtedly give cause for disquietude, but 
they imply an urgent need for the re-organization of 
the Christian forces to meet the modern enemy of 
Secularism.”

BRIEF NOTES.

THE FALL OF ADAM AND EVE.

Tins is a Frenchman’s version of the Fall of Adamj and 
E ve: “ Monsieur Adam, ho vake up—he sees une belle 
demoiselle aslio in zo garden. Voila de la chance ! 1 Bon 
iour, Madame Iv.’ Madame Iv, she vako ; she hole her fan 
before to her face. Adam put on his eye-glass to admire ze 
tableaux, and zey make von promenade. Madame Iv, she 
feel hungry. She sees appel on ze arbre. Serpent se pro­
mené sur l’arbre—make one walk on ze tree. ‘ Monsieur le 
Serpent,’ say Iv, ‘ vill vous not have ze bonté to peek some 
appel! j ’ais faim.’ ‘ Certainement, Madame Iv, charmé do 
vous voir.’ ‘ Hola, mon ami, ar-r-retez, vou3 !’ says Adam— 
‘ stop ! stop que songez vous faire 1 Was madness is zees 1 
You must not pick ze appel !’ Ze snake, he take one pinch 
of schnuff, he say : ‘ Au, Monsieur Adam, do you not know 
how zere is nossing proheobot ze ladies 1 Madamo Iv, 
permit me to offer you some of zeese fruit defendu—-zeese 
forbidden fruit.’ Iv, she make one courtesy—zo snake, he 
fill her parasol wiz ze appel. Ho says : 1 Eritis sicut Dous. 
Monsieur Adam, he will eat ze appel, he will become like one 
Dieu ; know ze good and zo evell—but you, Madame Iv, 
cannot become more of a goddess than you are now.’ An’ 
zat feenish Madame Iv.”

Obituary.
Tt is with deep regret that I have to record the death of 

Mr. Charles Pottage, son of Mr. C. D. Pottage, of the North 
West London Branch, at the early age of thirty-six. The 
deceased had been a great traveller in the Orient and the 
Antipodes, a sunstroke some years ago, in an eastern land, 
having undermined his constitution. Although ho knew 
for some days before he passed away that recovery was im­
possible, yet he glided into his last sleep in the most 
peaceful calm. The writer conducted the service at his 
funeral at East Finchley Cemetery on Wednesday,—Robert 
Foi:i>kr,

The present is by no means the lecturing season. V 
the tremendous heat we have had of late, and the absurd 
excitement caused by the Jubilee craze, all indoor meetings 
have been for some time at a discount. Moreover, it mus 
not be overlooked that in our parks numerous speaker  ̂
and in many instances some excellent music, are to be 
found on Sundays. These are attractions always appr0' 
ciated by a large section of the British public. It 1S 
not surprising, therefore, that audiences in our h:dls are 
just now rather limited. As a set-off against this, it 13 
encouraging to know that both in London and in tu 
provinces great activity is manifested in the preparations 
for active propagandist work to be carried on during to0 
coming winter. It is intended that the Executive of tb0 
N.S.S. will, at an early date, take into consideration tbe 
scheme of Mr. Hartmann for the improvement of tbe 
Society’s financial position, which he presented to tn 
Leicester Conference. Without committing myself a 
present to any particular details, I recognise in ■**“ • 
Hartmann’s proposals the elements of an extended an 
successful propaganda. It has long occurred to me tba 
we required a well-arranged and systematic plan where y 
lectures could be regularly given by competent persons, 
not only in London, but throughout the country. In by 
opinion, if Mr. Hartmann’s schemo is properly worked ou i 
this useful work can be done.

The late Conference romitted to the Executive tho tas 
of putting Mr. Hartmann’s schemo in a practicable sbap0) 
and I presume that will bo one of our first duties. 
member of tho Executive should deem it a personal _du y 
to assist in bringing this enterprise to a successful iss’ie; 
The labor should not bo left to any one person, but shou 
bo officially dono by tho Society on a purely busincs 
basis. There has been too much of leaving tho respo" 
sibility to one individual, and thereby imposing upon hi 
moro toil and care than ho could possibly ctiduro with »nJ 
comfort to himself or profit to othors. Tho result h»̂  
been discontent, which- was caused by the indiffbrenco 
the many in refusing to take their share of the work ^ 
be done. To obviate this in tho future, my suggestion 
that those who were appointed by tho Conference to car; 
on the operations of tho N.S S. should not be moro ciph0fy 
but practical workers. W e havo quite a number of y °un̂ ' 
earnest men in our movement, who aro able and wilm'o 
do both platform and Committee work, if thoy havo on / 
the opportunity. Lot those who havo tho means to ren
pecuniary aid, but who havo not time to assist any

tb0
willother way, do what they can, and I feel assured 

results will bo as encouraging to tho workers as they 
be serviceable to the great causo which we should all 
at heart. ____

 ̂ . rted
As no one elso moved in tho matter, Mr. Foote sr< ,g 

his lecturing scheme, which has been admitted on all h< ,g 
to have been a great success. Under its auspices, hun ^ 
of loctures havo been given, and numerous fresh P ^  
have been visited. The President ha3 now express0 ^  
willingness to allow others to continuo tho useful 
which, in my opinion, is a wise decision upon his par ■ '

At my recent visit to Birmingham and its distn0 
was pleased to note the increased activity thoro show 
the committco and tho members of tho local Branch. ¡r 
and all appeared determined to do solid work, »n< 
arrangements alroady matured for tho coming scaso ^  
admirablo. On Sunday, Juno 13, I lectured to  ̂
capital audionces, and at tho conclusion several I®“ 1 j{r. 
gcntlomen joined tho Branch. Iam  much indebted . 0|fl 

1 Mrs. Armfield for thoir kind hospitality during th° j5 
ui Sunday. On tho Tuesday and Wednesday, Jj* j^f. 
and 10, I spoke at Aston and Handswortb, un 10 rgfl, 
Foote’s Lecturing Schemo. Tho meetings wero no tbe 
but strangers wero present on each occasion. . .¡ngs, 
opinion of tho local frionds, thoso week-night gil- j.lCcs, 
where the admission was froo, in comparatively "nartW 
did much good, for they woro tho means of imI jnf0rest' 
strangers a knowledge of Secular principles. _ One ^ jR. 
ing feature of my visit was a social gathering w
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auJ Mrs. Hodgkins, members of the Branch, had arranged 
at their house. About twenty of the Secular friends sat 
own to an excellent supper, after which the evening was 
evoted to conversation, brief speeches, toasts, songs, and 

recitations. The principal topic was the success of the 
eculav Cause, and it was cheering to listen to the 

)right hopes expressed as to the future. Personally, 
thank our host and hostess for their unremitting 

a ention to the comforts of their guests, and also for 
giving mo an opportunity of meeting so many old and 

ew “ lends of the good old Cause.

rom the Midlands I went to Liverpool, whore I lectured on 
0 ^ 7 ,  June 20. The audiences were limited in consequence 
on many processions and the military display going 
had br° UShout t °WI1 In connection with the Jubilee. 1 
of te°mG verY interestinS conversations with the members 
ant' ° ^ rancl|> who are looking forward with cheerful 
and'°iu a^0ns ^ e ir  work of next season. Mr. Hammond
¡n ] ,• Small presided at my meetings, and 1 was exceed-

° ?  Pleased with the hearty reception affordod me.

resi °W r°y al fever Is subsiding, perhaps business will 
re ,.me lts normal condition, and people will begin to 
ere 'f9 ^ero I3 something more dignified, and of far 
rece ^  9aPortanco to tho vvclfaro of tho nation, than the 
have* a°SUrd shows which the Church and tho aristocracy 

recently imposed upon tho people.
C h a r l e s  W a tts .

SUNDAY WITH PRE-HISTORIC MAN.

last 110 threatening weather, a fair number assembled 
ChilnL; vT,to accompany Mr. J. M. Wheeler and Mr. 
granhi.-'i .“ awards through the Pre-historic and Ethno- 
*®plemr. , P artments of the British Museum. The “ D rift” 

8«were hrsfc taken. These pear-shaped or oval 
Asia and^Af 'vorjce(I Hints were found throughout Europe, 
geolo .¡c ]| rlca 1° gravels and drift deposits, laid down in 
that tlm  ̂recent times by river action. This demonstrated 
of th(! J  w.er° first fabricated at a period when the surface 
It Was e0I?tinents was very different to what it is now ; for 
the river K a*1*! they had been gradually washed into 
iiouallv ( 8 ^y the action of “ denudation” which is con-
into the J i| 1 and which tends to level the highest hills 
“ Oman a cjrs- This action, however, is necessarily slow, 
that two & ns> ,found in tliis and other countries, show 
inuch the ° USatld years aK° tho level of the land was very 
1 'nK laid Sa,n° ■as to-day, the Roman roads and bridges 
atld and' °"*/ hi accordance with the present position of 

that tho pVn,t°r-. It was still more important to observe 
a.P°n what •ram*ds’ huilt five thousand years ago, stand 
°lable chan 13. Htill tho land level; showing that no appre- 
Part 0{ J  8® bad taken place during that period. In one 
t-as so hart f16 VaIley was a sandstone formation, which 
] o»rn . ,ur thousand years ago that tho Egyptian 
dug into ed their tombs in i t ;  and yet geologists had 
^ t s e m b o n T - h those tombs, and found flint imple- 

the Niln v  1 i 'n tko sandfitono, proving that man existed 
;?rtt>ed/ 'i’ ! \ a ey before tho very rocks of Egypt were 
tae drift j° ,ow the enormous poriod necossary to sweep 
^tnarkeq M^Dlcinents into tho present gravels, it was 
¿*>740 vna,. a,h the present rato of denudation it took 
j adbeen t,'s to lower tho Thames Valley one fo o t ; but it 
?0vvn fr o * .0Vejl that tho flint implements had been washed 

wb'°b was onco ono hundred and fifty or 
.bRders Rnt • A ab°ve tho present level of the river. Mr. 

a ]?*ents fi. / 1 1 -lad lat°ly shown that some of the flint im- 
î*lstanco o fnd 1,1 ^ 10 must have been brought down 

a ere thev ° ne thousand fi ve hundred feet to place them 
a«- I°und nar° / oun,I now. The British flint implements 
e| ltaals, theST Clat°d w*th tho remains of long extinct 
a ghauts wVi J0S*\ known of which were the mammoth 
it, l°n of tlm«?,e *arge and dense bones had survived the 

drift 1 Vni,0mei?ts the longest. Tho first implement of 
Ian'0, «bovvn \ not;1C(id by the learned, was a pear-shaped 
of .lIq lGy7 t 10 c?so> which was found in Cray’s Jnn-
tliQ lat dav nf ^°tqur with a mammoth’s tooth. The savants 
tliR̂  recogniti„?i°’!rao know nothing of tho mammoth ; but 
llp.’f  ®xplaini.,i A10 I°°Ui as being like an elephant’s, so 
thi1011 who j ¿bo ficid as the spearhead of an Ancient 
s& .u8h thesd ! '1 kllled a Roman elephant. Scattered 
fonii' some (lp u,,!1<.) gravels were a number of fresh water 

® W h ern ■ u l  Iong°r Uvo in England, though 
wi • *, 9ut the most important was tho Cyrena 

qd only ;r. t?lx 1?.now extinct throughout Europe, and 
ne N tie and the rivers of Asia, as far north

as Cashmere. The presence of this shell showed that at tho 
Drift period the climate of this country was very much 
warmer than at present. No remains of the Drift man had 
yet been discovered, but his tools are so abundant that it 
was evident he existed during an enormous period of time.

Cave man was next taken in hand. The climate had 
become arctic in character, and primitive man was glad to 
shelter himself in caves, where his flint and bone tools are 
found associated with the remains of reindeer and other 
animals he had slaughtered for food. His implements, 
however, were far superior to those of the Drift period ; 
and as he made use of bone needles it is evident that he 
wore clothing of some kind. The most striking examples of 
his skill are the drawings of animals found scratched on 
bone, fine specimens of which have been exhumed in France 
and Germany; though England has only one to show at 
present, the drawing of a horse’s head, which is in the 
Museum. One of the cases contained a large piece from tho 
floor of a cavern, showing how the cave deposits are found. 
Mr. Edwards had brought with him a stalactite, and a piece 
of stalagmite, to illustrate the nature and formation of 
stalagmite, which has played such an important part in 
sealing up these deposits for the benefit of the student. 
The stalagmite is found overlaying the remains of cave man 
in deposits of such thickness that they must have taken at 
the very least 40,000 years in formation, the estimates of 
some geologists being twenty times this figure. The Cave 
Age was coincident with the Glacial period, when Europe, 
Asia, and North America were shrouded in vast masses of 
ice. The generally accepted dating of this period was by 
means of the astronomical theory of Dr. Croll, according to 
which the latest stage of the glacial period began 250,000 
years ago, and finally passed away 80,000 years ago. 
American geologists, however, claim that thoir Ico Ago 
persisted much longer, and only passed away 10,000 years 
ago, as proved by the retrocession of the Falls of Niagara. 
Greenland is still in the glacial stage. Cave man existed 
throughout this long period ; and it is in the caves that wo 
meet with the earliest known hones of man. These hones 
show that in tho earlier periods of tho Ice Age the men 
liviDg here were of extremely low type, having ape-liko 
features, with projecting eye-brows and no chin ; while tho 
bones of the legs showed that they could not walk perfectly 
upright. Towards the close of the Glacial period, however, 
the type bad vastly improved, and is scarcely distinguishable 
from the European of the present day.

Tho Drift and Gave implements were both formed by 
chipping stono into some sort of useful shape ; hut the next 
department showed a distinct advance upon this paleolithic, 
or “ Old Stone” type._ The implements, though still of stone, 
are skilfully worked into the desired form, and then ground 
and polished. This period is known as the neolithic, or 
“  New Stone” Age. The_climate had reverted to a condition 
similar to what we find it to-day, and the animals of that 
time did not differ materially from those now found in 
Europe. With tho polished stone tools man advanced from 
hunting and fishing to agriculture. Neolithic men lived 
togethor^in stockaded villages, raised crops of grain, and 
had domesticated all our tamo animals except the horse and 
the cat. The power of their kings was shown by the huge 
stono dolmens erected as tombs, onco attributed to the 
Druids. Tho skeletons and remains of neolithic men showed 
them to bo of the present European type. Tho New Stone 
Ago must have endured some thousands of years.

At tho end of the case dedicated to tho stone tools thero 
aro moulds used for casting bronze weapons. Tho transfer 
from the age of stone to tne age of bronze was the most 
important ever made by man. The beginning of the Bronze 
Ago is still shrouded in mystery. Wo only know that at 
tho beginning of Egyptian and Babylonian history, 7,000 or
8.000 years ago, bronze had long been in uso. In Western 
Europe its uso must have extended over many centuries, 
for we can trace gradual improvements in tho shapes of tho 
weapons. The last and most important tool evolved by tho 
bronze men was tho sword. One of tho cases in the Museum 
was especially interesting to the Londoner, as it was devoted 
entirely to bronze weapons found in the Thames. We may 
say, with a fair approach to certainty, that the men of tho 
Bronze Ago were tne immediate ancestors of the European 
nations of the present day, and spoke forms of tho Aryan 
languages.

Passing across tho Pre-historic Saloon brought us in front 
of the iron swords from the Swiss lake-dwellings, which 
inaugurated the early Iron Age. Iron tools were in use
4.000 years ago in Babylonia and E gypt; hut the countries 
north of the Mediterranean received the metal much later. 
In Switzerland tho Iron Age commenced about the fifth 
century B.C., because the iron weapons are always found 
associated with Greek and Etruscan coins of that period. 
In England tho uso of iron cannot ho dated earlier than 
300 li.c ; and in Denmark not till tho reign of Augustus 
Ctesar. Behind tho Swiss aro the Keltic exhibits, consisting 
chiefly of specimens of the weapons with which tho Ancient 
Britons were armed about the time of Julius Canar; and 
here, on the threshold of English history, we took our leave 
of pre-historic man.
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The historical périodes Shut an infinitesimal portion of the 
time that man has existed on the earth. We have to look 
back through the long vistas of the Bronze and Stone Ages, 
and the very lowest date we can give for the first appear­
ance of man in Western Europe is at least 800,000 years 
ago.

Pausing before the bust of Henry Christy, Mr. J. M. 
Wheeler gave some particulars of the life of that man, to 
whom anthropology is so much indebted, and referred to 
the works of Dr. E. B. Tylor, who accompanied Mr. Christy 
to Mexico. In an adjacent case is a bronze medallion of 
the French Abbé, Boucher de Perthes, who first directed 
attention to the Drift implements ; it being at that time 
strenuously denied, even by geologists, that man was con­
temporaneous with any extinct animals. The Abbé was 
always being asked how he could reconcile his discoveries 
with the Bible ; but he only shrugged his shoulders, and 
said that he studied the matter as a man of science, and not 
as a theologian.

Passing into the Ethnographical Gallery, Mr. Wheeler 
pointed to the many wooden implements displayed, and 
maintained that, even before the Stone Age, there must 
have been an Age of Wood. He illustrated the stick 
evolving into the club, the boomerang, the battle-axe, and 
mace ; the dart into the spear, arrow, crossbow, and rifle ; 
and also directed attention to the evolution of musical 
instruments, the masks, etc., for ceremonial dances among 
modern savages, and the “ bull-roarer ” for warning females 
from the mysteries. There were the different ingenious 
devices for obtaining fire ; and he recalled the care with 
which this useful element is maintained by savages, and 
even civilized peoples, telling a story of a Dartmoor house­
wife, who had a firm hope of a glorious hereafter because 
she had never once let her fire go out for fifty years. The 
“ Messages ” were also pointed out as important links in 
human culture, and showing methods of mnemonic writing 
that are only very recently being studied by scientific meD.

After a very interesting excursion through the treasures 
of the Museum, the party separated, quite convinced that 
“ The proper study of mankind is man.11

A CURIOUS EPITAPH.

C ollectoes of epitaphs may note one on the tombstone of a 
Dr. Luck, who died in 1858 at East Franklin, Vermont. It 
reads:—

I have no fears, becauso I’ve got 
No faith nor hope in Juggernaut ;
Nor Jah, Pope, Lama, Boud, nor Zend,
Nor Bible systems without end ;
Nor Alcoran, nor Mormon’s views,
Nor any creeds that priests’ dupes use ;
Each class self-pure condemns the rest, 
Enlightened minds the whole detest;
In strongest faith no virtuo lies,
And unbelief no vice implies.
A bare opinion hurts no man ;
Then provo it hurts a God who can.
To others do, to others give,
As you’d have done, or would receive.

Damnation is a New Testament doctrine, and has been 
held by all the great sections of Christianity. And to re­
pudiate it is to repudiate Christianity. Indeed, puzzling 
as the Christian scheme is with hell-fire, it is ton times 
more so without it. What means the incarnation of the son 
of God? What moans his suffering sacrificial death, if 
eternal damnation is a fable ? The Atonement and this 
doctrine stand or fall together.—./. Symcs.

How to Help Us.
(1) Gob your nowsagonb to tako a fow copies of tho Freethinker and

try to soil them, guaranteeing to tako the copies that 
remain unsold.

(2) Tako an extra copy (or moro), and circulate it among your
acquaintances.

(3) Loavo a copy of tho Freethinker now and then in tho train, tho
car, or tho omnibus.

(4) Display, or get displayed, one of our contonts-shoots, which are
of a convenient size for tho purposo. Mr. Fordor will 
Bend them on application.

(5) Distribute somo of our cheap tracts in your walks abroad, at
public meetings, or among the audiences around streot- 
cornor preachers. 8

8) Get your newsagent to exhibit the Freethinker in the window.

“ LORD, THINK OF THE LAMBS!”

T he sun was hot and the box-trees drooped,
And tho hills and the ranges hazed, ,,

And the stones in the creek were afire with drought» 
And the tin roofs crackled and blazed.

There was little grass on the river flats,
The dams were like shaking bogs,

When the parson came with a prayer for rain 
To the station at Cedar Logs.

The parson came and the parson prayed,
And he patted his God on the head ;

He spoko of famine and seven kino,
Of Egypt and waters red ;

And the service closed with a little hymn 
That was sung through the parson’s nose,

And the boss got up with a visage grim,
And the congregation rose.

They followed him down to the wool-shed door, 
And the parson walked behind : ,

“ Mac ” stopped, and he stood and he turned abju 
And he spoke from his inner mind.

He opened the door that was eight feet wide,
Let in the streaming sun ;

He beckoned the parson to come beside,
And the parson heard and was dumb.

“ Do ye see yon flat beyont the crick ?
Do ye smell the beastly scent 

O' the rottiDg yows and the fetid  cows ?
Was this what yer Goddy meant 

When He closed on Adam for breaking laws, 
By ‘ sweat o’ the brow and graft ’ 1 

Did He burn my draftin' yairds for fun 
When he saw there’d be nocht to draft 1

“  Is it right for an ‘ evolution ’ man 
To blether o’ ‘ walls ’ and ‘ the weak ’ ?

I ’m strong ; I ’ve brains, and a level head ;
I’ve toiled ; I’ve sweated ; I, weak !

Hear me, whiles I pray to my ain true God 
For rny land and my life and soul;

Then go and pray to your little Lord 
To pluck me from hot hell-hole.

“ G God of the men that are men,
Look round on tho land !

See the dryness and drouth and soro sorrow 1 
Stretch forth thy strong hand !

Look, Lord, at tho sheep in the dams 
Boggit deep in the mud, and their eyes

Taken alive by tho crows !
Lord, think o' the lambs !

“ Almighty ! I’ve sinned, I’ve no sorrow ;
I ’d live just again as I’ve lived ;

But pleaso send thy rain on tho morrow—
Or soon. Not for me. I’m broke as it is.

Consider thy beasties t

“  Think o’ tho anguish of mothers 
With no milk for their bairns !

Hear, Lord, the bleat of tho mothers,
Tho woe of tho dying ;

Just one big cloud, God—you’ve so many—
To burst on tho ranges !

Think of fresh grass, roaring gullies,
Think on tho changes !

“ O send rain ere tho frost comes ;
Be merciful, pitiful, kind ;

Visit not the sins of such ones 
As me on thy beastios.

“  Tak’ thy horse, God, and ride by tho rivers, 
Smell tho stinks in tho creek ; . .

By scorched plains wlioro hot sunlight shiver  ̂> 
Mark fat crows on dead trees !

God, think of thy cattle !'

Tho parson mounted his weary nag.
That was galled and raw on the back ; 

lie  spoke no word as ho road away 
Alone, down tho dusty track. . ,m)rT,

-Sydney Bulletin. J. II. M. ABD°

In all the h istory o f  tho Caliphs there cannot > ale*1*' 
nything half so infam ous as tho In qu is ition ; not »  oOs’ 
tance o f  an individual being burnt for his religi<Ju3^ ^ //V ^ / 
or Dut to  death for not em bracing Islam.put to
lirjyins.
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LESSONS FROM CALAMITIES. THOSE BOYS !

Chili^e0em Jer 8> 1803, tho great cathedral at Santiago, 
thou Wf S destr°yed by fifö- With it were burned two 
con„Sand Psrsons, mostly women, two-thirds of the entire 
courn atl0D‘- was ^ ie grandest holocaust of any age or 
der„ ry 1 and R occurred in the midst of divine service. The 
creer^fever ' ak°F to draw lessons in the interest of their 
bilitv trf)l|!(ca âinities. Their ambition is to show the insta- 
Prari; i e’ 80 ''bey turn these heartrending accounts to 
bazaa" Un ’ aS ^ ey  did the recent burning of the Charity 
wjt'u r,ln Fans. Never was a theatre burned and life lost 
the QUt m?bing the event a subject for declamation against 
ffient veL'fhelming sin of attending upon places of amuse- 
faif.u \ they have a lesson from the alleged founder of their 
fallen ° 7? s?' When told that the Tower of Siloain had 
rePent and, bided eighteen persons, he said : “ Unless ye 
save { ye 8 la"  ail likewise perish ” ; as if repentance would 
lack nf°m tUcb catastrophes, and that they occurred for 
fire3 i 1 su°h repentance. The conclusion follows : When 
you rpUrn dihedrals, churches, and charity bazaars, unless 
in * » t  and avoid such places, you shall also perish and 
f0r„ banner. Fear, cowardly fear, is the impelling motive 
Pra c t i i  iSS’ a? inculcated by the great Teacher, and is still 
case 8ed.Py his priestly representatives; and it is on that 
is stmra° .10n °f the human soul the Church was built, and

8tlH maintained.

CORRESPONDENCE.

Tiik  COST o f  n a t i o n a l  b l o o d -p o i s o n i n g .
g TO THE EDITOR OF “  THE FREETHINKER.”

an intT^n a recent issue of the Freethinker (May 31) I read 
amone n°tice of Humanitarian League publications,
°n « ur^ lc_h was a projected paper by Mr. Joseph Collinson 
t° off,. flat it Costs to be Vaccinated,” which prompts me 
8n°ruio a *ew remarks. Few taxpayers are aware of tho 
»hat a f 3 Puhlic vaccination in this country, and
Jenner source of revenue the reputed discovery of

Pjrives, directly and indirectly, to the medical pro- 
\Vni n' Bhe cost of public vaccination in England and" a'0S cnnsioto /.\ * • •• '  - - > -----------  -  -J

fiSOOfkvC47’304 > 1880 £437,398; 1885, £403,380 ; 1890, 
‘ ¡on of 3>°°8-237: (2) awards or bonuses in considera- 
v&Cci 1 cho excellence of the work done by the public 
Under ar°rs—work they have already been paid for doing, 
grant of D®?-8 ^°- 1- These awards are paid by an annualgrant fT p rg0.a L These awards are paid by an annual 
of parliament, under section 5 of the Vaccination Act 
^ar tn'ior ey were first granted in 1868, and from that 
and exn J,) amounted to a total of £301,314. (3) Salaries
I f i n » , !  ,  P ^ H S G S  o f  i f l O  v o n n i n n  f  J a k i  o f o f f  n f  I K a  T . A o a l  ^  A t r n w n  _vaccination staff of tho Local Govern- 
*°r the vr<4 > these, as shown by the Civil Servico Estimates 
rificer / , e5r cnding March 31, 1887, are:—Chief medical 
£Soo (’ft„| ,2°b ; assistant ditto, £1,000; two inspectors at 
^3>5G7 aip0110. d*tto at £700, six ditto £500 to £000 each— 

1-Cr ’ as8mtant vaccine inspector, £400; two
riearlv*1? 1! ’ cacb and travelling expenses 
^°i7G7 ;ebQpd, but probably over £1.000 ; aimuai wjiai, 
,Lie rtl ' y  4 be Government calf-lympn establishment for 

mnfi„ i •acturo of bovine virus, in Lamb’s Conduit-street, 
io„:Ued-lH 1881 • 1'inn. - s » « - . .*  a:-----

, amount not 
annual total,

P^ratu» ck.aso of lymph, ivory 
4̂,09o. ’ e4c,> £000 ; cartage

r..phe o ,,.  . .

the

vacoinP;ln \881 > director, £40o' ; assistant director, £300 ; 
*130 • l:0n riork, £52 ; two attendants, £135 ; two servants, 

’ PHrchoo« -c i----- 1 • points, tubes, and other
of manure, £13 ; total)

annual cost of public vaccination is 
^.^rpet, , o  emoluments derived from vaccination serve 
6ritut,Qa rim disgusting rite. Abolish them, and sub- 
«nd small01«  aystem of personal and public sanitation, 
Ir°m our •̂KiX and many other diseases would disappear 
] afiola 11 3ri H vaccination were a prophylactic against 
t!Ut Po’no f°re .would bo some excuse for tho expenditure, 
Pr&ctitionn lta c°mpulsory infliction. No honest medical 
n *?tal Pretends that tliis is the case ; it is, therefore, 
pitted t * mexcusable waste of public money. I have 
0f Public im, , is abstract the steady fees extracted from 
* vacciIlal j? the medical profession for the attempted cure 

cr Vacoinatio Caies’.a' s0 t'10 enormous incomes derived from 
eute<i L  -L during small-pox epidemics, and panicsaCcin-l J VUO (lrv.t«-„ ----1 1-- .L- . — . ----- . --V ;-v* Dv ------“ ‘ “ “ “ T « 1  epiuounuo, auu panics

a°rinal sm it doctorai and for tho treatment of post- 
lioHnit i BP°x, the majority of the patients in small- 

bi Ì .L® bep iVnd elsewhere having been vaccinated. It
Ubicai “ > however, by tho foregoing figures that tho ^tirfei,, SPthusiaam „P------t----- -mN^ly disintp118?1 / or compulsory vaccination is not so 

Uo DUt‘ restcd as its leading promoters have tried to

mg you for your courtesy,
J ames R, W illiamson .

“ I  d o n ’t  like Willie ’tall,” the first youngster asserted, em ­
phatically. “ Why not 1” he was asked. “ ’Cause every night 
he goes and blabs everything to God.”

Sky-Pilot—“ And how do you get on at Sunday-school, 
Billie?” Billie—“ Pretty well; I’ve just learned about the 
whale swallowing Jonah.” Pilot—“ That’s good.” Billie— 
“  Yes, sir; and next Sunday Pm going to begin to believe it.”

“ I don’t see what’s the use of me being vaccinated again,” 
said Tommy, baring his arm reluctantly for the doctor. 
“ The human body changes every seven years, Tommy,” 
replied his mother. “ You are eleven years old now. You 
were in your fourth year when you were vaccinated first, 
and it has run out.” “ Well, I was baptized when I was a 
baby. Has that run out, too ? ’

A sky-pilot promised a crown to any boy who should pro­
pound a riddle that he could not answer. One and another 
tried, and at last one boy asked : “  Why am I like the Prince 
of Wales ?” The man of God puzzled his wits in vain, and 
finally was compelled to admit that he did not know. 
“ Why,” said the boy, “ it’s because I ’m waiting for the 
crown.”

It’s “ don’t you make a bit of noise,”
And “ don’t go out of door”;

And “ don’t you spread your stock of toys 
About the parlor floor ” ;

And “ don’t you dare play in the dust ” ;
And “ don’t you tease the cat”

And “ don’t you get your clothing mussed ”;
And “ don’t ” do this and that.

It seems to me I’ve never found 
A thing I ’d like to do

But what there’s some one close around 
At’s got a “ don’t ” or two.

And Sunday—’at’s the day ’at “ don’t ”.
Is worst of all the seven.

Oil, goodness ! but I hope there won’t 
Be any “ don’ts” in heaven !

P R O F A N E  J O K E S ,

J o n es , a professed religionist, had for years taunted Brown 
with his unorthodox doubtings. At a certain dinner, given 
by Jones, the host became obstreperously tipsy. Ladies 
wero present, and after they had withdrawn Jones flung 
himself, with a lighted cigar, into a chair beside his friend. 
“ Before I die, old chap,” ho announced, rather thick of 
tongue, “ I’m determined to convert you.” “ As to the 
truth of one dogma,” said Brown, “  you’ve certainly done 
so.” “  Which is that V mumbled Jones. “ The elevation of 
the host.”

Tho Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company of Boston 
has been in existence almost as long as Boston itself. Once 
a year its members have been accustomed to goto church in 
a body and hear a sermon. Bishop Clarke, of Rhode Island, 
says that he was once called upon to deliver this discourse, 
and ho took for his text Isaiah ix. 15 : “ The ancient and 
honorable, he is tho head.” Some surpriso was expressed 
that so appropriate a text had never before been used in 
that connection, but the reason became apparent boforo 
many hours had passed. Next morning a newspaper, 
devoted to the extermination of anything touching upon 
military preparations, called tho public attention to tho 
fact that, though the preacher had only quoted tho first 
part of the passage, his discourse had amply vindicated the 
truth of tho last part of it. It ended by quoting tho entire 
text: “ The ancient and honorable, he is the head ; and tho 
prophet that tcachoth lies, he is tho tail."

“ And now, little children,” said the sky-pilot, “ if you aro 
good children, some day you may wear a golden crown.” 
“ Paw’s got one on his tooth now,” chirped the newest boy.

Men of genius aro generally sadly careless of their own 
interests. Look at Jesus Christ! If ho had kept the copy­
right of tho Gospels, just think what a fortune it would 
have been for his heirs—that is, if he had written any 
gospels and produced any heirs.

What language did Balaam’s donkey speak ? It is con« 
jectured ho was either a He-brayist or spoke Assyrian.

What scripturo authority have tailors, stonemasons, and 
barbers for claiming tho Lord God as one of their craft ? 
(1) Genesis iii. 21 ; (2) Exodus xxiv. 12; (3) Isaiah vii. 20.

Sky-pilot (examining Sunday-school)—“ Why did they 
take Stephen outside the city to stono him ?” Big Boy—

So they could got a better shy at him.”
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC.
Notices o f  Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post cn Tuesday, and 

be marked “ Lecture Notice,”  i f  not sent on post-card.]
LONDON.

7.30,T hu A thenjeum Hall (73 Tottenham Oonrt-road, W.)
G. W. Foote, “ Providence and the British Empire.”

Bradlaugh Club and Institute (36 Newington Green-road, Ball’s 
Pond) : 7.15, E. Calvert, “  Eeligious Symbolism.”

Open-A ir  Pr opag and a .
Camberwell (Station-road): 11.30, C. Cohen.
Camberwell Branch (Peckham R ye): 3 15, 0. Cohen; 7,0. Cohen. 
Edmonton (Angel-road): 7, J. Thurlow.
F insbury Park (near band-stand)—Finsbury Park Branch: 3.15, 

A. Guest, “  The Cross and the Crescent.”
Olerkenwell Green (Finsbury Branch) : 11.30, E. 'White. 
Hammersmith (The Grove, near S.W.R. station): 7, H. P. Ward. 
Harrow-road (corner of Obippenkam-road) : 3.30, A. B. Moss,

“  Design and Natural Selection.”
Hyde Pa r k  (near Marble Arch): 11.30, A. B. Moss, “ The Gospel 

of Evolution.”
Kilburn (High-road, corner of Yictoria-road) : 7, A. B. Moss, “ A 

Crumbling Creed.”
Kingsland (ltidley-road, near Dalston Junction): 11.30, H. P. Ward, 

“  What will you Give us in Place of Christianity ?"
LiMEnousE (Triangle, Salmon lane): 11.30, E. Pack.
Mile End Waste : 11.30, T. J. Thurlow ; 7, W. J. Ramsey.
V ictoria Park (near the fountain): 3.15, H. P. Ward.
W ood Green (Jolly Butchers’ H ill): 11.30, A lecture.

COUNTRY.
Bristol Branch (70 Sevier-street, Baptist Mills): 7, Mary Paskey. 
Chatham Secular Hall (Queen’s-road, New Brompton): 7, Stanley 

Jones, “ Religion in Modern Literature.”
Pontypridd (28 Middle-street, Trallwn): Meetings every Sunday 

evening. Discussion invited.
Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockingham-streetl: 

W. Heaford—11, “ An Incredible Creed ” ; 3, “ God, Man, and the Bible 
7, “ Is Christianity, »after all, the Safe Side?” The first two lectures 
will, weather permitting, be given near the Monolith.

South Shields (Captain Duncan’s Navigation School, King-street): 
7.30, Business meeting.

Open-Air Propaganda.
Chatham (corner of Lines): 11.15, Stanley Jones, “ Lord Salisbury 

Politician and Philosopher.”  >
Rochdale (Town Hall Square): S. R. Thompson—11,“ True Liberty ” ; 

3, “ The Plagues of Egypt 6.30, “ Roman Catholic or Atheist: 
Which ?”

WORKS BY G. W. FOOTE.

Lecturers’ E ngagem ents.
O. Cohen, 12 Merchant-street, Bow-road, London.—July 4, m., 

Camberwell; a and e., Peckham Rye. 11, m., Mile End: a., Victoria 
Park ; e , Edmonton. 18, m., Wood Green ; a., Victoria Park. 25, m., 
Kingsland ; a, Finsbury Park. August 1, m., Camberwell; a., Peck­
ham Rye. 8, m., Mile End ; a., Victoria Park ; e , Edmonton.

A. B. Moss, 44 Oredon-road, London, S.E.—July 4, m., Hyde Park; 
a., Harrow-road : e , Kilburn. 11., m., Clerkenwell; a., Finsbury Park. 
18, m. and a., New Brompton. 25, m., Wood Green; e., Tottenham. 
August 8, m., Camberwell; a., Peckham Itye. 2 2, a., Peckham Rye. 
22, in., Wood Green. 29, Tottenham.

J. Fagan, 48 Popham-road, New North-road, London, N.—July 11, 
e., Hammersmith. 18, m., Hyde Park. August 8, a., Harrow ; e., 
Kilburn. September 19, e., Hammersmith. 26, m., Hyde Park.

J. T. Thurlow, 350 Old Ford-road, London, E.—July 4, m , Mile End 
Waste ; e., Edmonton. September 5, Limehouse.

E. Pack, 90 Oamden-street, Camden-road, N W.—July 4, Limehouse'; 
e., Clerkenwell Green. 18, m., Camberwell; a., Peckliam Rye. 25, m, 
Mile End.

H. P. W ard, Leighton Hall,N.W.—July 4,m , Kingsland; a., Victoria 
Park ; e , Hammersmith. 11, m., Limehouse. 18, m., Clerkenwell Green ; 
a., Finsbury Park ; e., Bradlaugh Club. 25, m., Camberwell Station- 
road ; a , Peckham Rye.

POSITIVISM.
NEW CASTLE-ON-TYNE.— Church of Humanity, St.

Mary’s-place. Service and Discourse every Sunday evening at 7.
SUNDERLAND.— Church of Humanity, 23 Blandford- 

street. Service and discourse every Sunday afternoon at 3.15.
WEST HARTLEPOOL.—Druids’ Hall, Tower-street.

Meeting for inquirers, conducted by Mr. Malcolm Quin, first Wednesday 
of every month at 7.30.

Information and literature may be obtained from Mr. Malcolm Quin, 
Church of Humanity, Newcastle-on-Tyne, who will be willing to consider 
applications to deliver lectures on Positivism gratuitously and without 
expense, where such lectures may be desired.STANTON, the Peoplo’s Dentist, 335 Strand (opposito

Somerset House).—TEETH on VULCANITE, 2s. 6d. each; upper 
or lower set, £1. Best Quality, 4s. each ; upper or lower, £2. Completed 
in four hours when required; repairing or alterations in two hours. 
If you pay more than the above, they are fancy charges. Teeth on 
platinum, 7s. 6d. each; on 18 ct. gold, 16s.; stopping, 2s. 6d.; extraction, 
l l . ; painlass by gas, £l.

Flowers of Freothonght. First Series, 221pp., bound in cloth) 
2s. 6d. Second Series, 302 pp., bound in cloth, 2s. 6d.

Eible Handbook for Freethinkers and Inquiring Christians-
[Edited in conjunction with W. P. Ball.] Superior edition, 
on suporfino paper, bound in cloth, 2s.

Was Jesus Insane? A Searching Inquiry into the Mental 
Condition of the Prophet of Nazareth. Id.

Royal Paupers. Showing what Royalty does for the Poop'0»
and what the People do for Royalty. 2d.

Philosophy of Secularism. 3d.
Atheism and Morality. 2d.
The Bible God. 2d.
Interview with the Devil.. 2d.
The Dying Atheist. A Story. Id.
Bible Romances. New Edition. Revised and largely re-writte?* 

(1) Creation Story, 2d.; (2) Eve and the Apple, Id .; (3) '-f, , 
and Abel, Id.; (4) Noah’s Flood, Id.; (5) Tho Tower of Babel, 1 ■<
(6) Lot’s Wife, Id.; (7) Tho Ten Plagues, Id.; (8) Tho Wandering 
Jews, Id.; (9) Balaam’s Ass, Id.; (10) God in a Box, Id-!. I1. / 
Jonah and the Whale, Id .; (12) Bible Animals, Id .; (13) A Virg* 
Mother, Id.; (14) The Resurrection, 2d.; (15) The Crucifix10 < 
Id.; (16) John’s Nightmare, Id.

Rome or Atheism—tho Great Alternative. 3d.
Letters to Jesus Christ. 4d.
What was Christ ? A Reply to J. S. Mill. 2d.
Christianity and Progress. A Reply to Mr. Gladstone. 2d. 
The Rev. Hugh Price Hughes’s Converted Atheist. A 1 

in Five Chapters. Id. .
Salvation Syrup; or, Light on Darkest England. A B°P y

to General Booth. 2d.
The Impossible Creed. An Open Letter to Bishop Mages 

the Sermon on the Mount. 2d.
Ingersollism Defended against Archdeacon Farrar. 2d. 
Mrs. Besant’s Theosophy. A Candid Criticism. 2d. ,
Secularism and Theosophy. A Rejoinder to Mrs. Besant.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

THE BEST B O O lT
OH NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, I BELIEVE,

TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AND 
PRACTICE OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

By J. R. HOLMES, M.M.L., M.V.S., M.N.S.8.
160 pages, with portrait and autograph, bound in sloth, gilt letters • 

Price Is., post free.
%* In order to bring tho information within tho roach of th* e, 

most important parts of the book are issued in a pamphlet of . , - „ „ 11. 
at one penny , post froa 2d, Copies of the pamphlet for distribute 
a dozen post free. rrnirntt’

The National P.eformtr cl 4th September, 1892, say» ! “ Mr Do* , 
pamphlet . . .  is an almost unexceptionable statement of theA,f»l 
Malthusian theory and practice . . . and throughout appeals to ^g0. 
feeling. . . . The special value of Mr. Holmes’ service to . gJfbl‘ 
Malthusian cause and to Human well-being generally is just 
nation in his pamphlet of a plain statement of the physical an“ h:cbit 
need for family limitation with a plain account of the means by w ĵ i 
can be secured, and an oiler to all concerned of the requisites » 
lowest possible prices.” ,t s&i

The Council of tho Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdala, Dr. Alin“ 1 1 
others, have also spoken of it in very high tonus. «0 .

The Trado supplied by R. Forder, 28 Stoneontter-itreet, London:
Other orders should be sent to the author. .
J. R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAOE, BER*^

W. J. Rendell's “ Wife’s Friend”
Recommended by Mrs. Besant in Law of Population, p . ‘ “swell" 
Allbutt in Wife’s Handbook, p. 51. Made only at No. 16 Cj* 
street, Olerkenwell; 2s. per doz., post free (reduction W 
quantities). For particulars send stamped envelope.

I M P O R T A N T  C A U T I O N .  ...
Bew are  of useless imitations substituted by some dealers ana c ¡01uj 1J 
the words “ ltendell & Oo. ”  and “ J, W. Rcndoll,” etc., being oper­
and plausibly introduced to deceive the public.

Look for A utograph Registered T rade Mark

___No. 182,688-
in Red I nk  ok each Bo x , without w h ic h  None are GEN^in® ^

Eigginson’s Syringe, with Vertical and Reverse Current, B '-Ij ’ is. 
and 6a. 6d. Dr. Palfrey’s Powder, Is. 2d. Quinine 
Dr. Allbutt’s Qninin» Powders, 8s. per doz. All prices pos. 11

W. J. RENDELL, 15 Cbadwell-st., Clerkenw ell»® '
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48 Pages, beautifu lly  printed and elegantly  
bound, price Sixpence,

TH E

SIGN OF THE CROSS
A  C AN D ID  CRITICISM

OP

MR. WILSON BARRETT’S PLAY

W orks by Colonel R. G. Ingersoll.

BY

G.  W.  F O O T E

C on ten ts  :—
A Pious Play 
Blasphemous Abuse 
Melodrama 
11 Claudian ”
Pagan and Christian Morality 
Pagan and Christian Torture 
Nero and His Vices 
Faith and Filth
The Primitive Christians and tho Roman Empire
Fabulous Persecutions
Paul at Romo
The Neronic Persecution
Tho Forged Passage in Tacitus: its History and 

Probable Origin 
Mr. Barrett’s Cant 
Tho Real Sign of tho Cross

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonocuttcr-street, E.C.

Price Ono Shilling,

THEISM OR ATHEISM :
^hich is the More Reasonable ?

Mr

A PUBLIC DEBATE
BETWEEN

T. LEE, Lccturor to tho Christian Evidcnco 
Society,

Mr a n d
• W. FOOTE, President of tho National Secular 

j j .  Society.
l' t t  the Temperance Hall, Derby,  May 15 and 16, IS95.

A irman—J. w . PIPER, Editor of tho Derby Daily 
Telegraph.

REVISED BY BOTH DISrUTANTS.

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonocuttor-street, E.C

f Price Is.; bound in cloth, la. 6d. post free,

JfiE GRAND OLD BOOK.
A HE PLY TO TE E  GRAND OLD MAN.

BY
. G . W . F O O T E .

^austivo Answer to tho Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone i 
Impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture.”

^London: R. Forder, 28 Stonocuttor-stroot, E.C.

Just published, price Twopence,

Solution & Christianity.
B y  C . C O I I E N .

London ; R, Forder, 28 Stonccuttcr-street, E.C.

S ome M istakes op M oses.
The only complete edition in 
England. Accurate as Colenso, 
and fascinating a9 a novel. 132 pp. 
Is. Superior paper, cloth Is. 6d. 

D efence of F reethought. 
A Five Hours’ Speech at the Trial 
of C. B. Reynolds for Blasphemy. 
6d.

T he G ods. 6d.
T he H oly B ible. 6d.
R eply to G ladstone. With

a Biography by J. M. Wheeler. 
4d.

R ome or R eason ? A  Reply
to Cardinal Manning. 4d.

Crimes against  Crim inals . 
3d.

O ration  on W alt  W h itm an .
3d.

O ration  on V oltaire . 3d. 
A brah am  L incoln. 3d. 
Paine  the  P ioneer. 2d. 
H u m an ity ’s D ebt to T homas 

Pains. 2d.
E rnest R enan  a n d  J esus 

Christ. 2d.
T rue R eligion . 2d.
T he T hree P hilanthropists. 

2d.
L ove the R edeemer. 2d.
Is S uicide  a  S i n ? 2d.

L ast  W ords on Suicide. 2d. 
G od and  the S tate . 2d. 
W h y  am  I a n  A gnostic 1 

Parti. 2d.
W h y  a m  I a n  A gn ostic?

Part II. 2d.
F aith  a n d  F act . Reply to

Dr. Field. 2d
G od and  M a n . Second reply 

to Dr. Field. 2d.
T he D yin g  Creed . 2d.
T he L imits of T oleration

A Discussion with the Hon. F. D. 
Ooudert and Gov. S. L. Woodford. 
2d.

T he H ousehold of F a it h . 
2d.

A rt an d  M orality . 2d.
Do I  B laspheme 2d.
T he Clergy a n d  C ommon 

Sense. 2d.
Social Salvation . 2d. 
M arriage  and  D ivorce. 
S kulls. 2d.
T he G reat  M istake . Id. 
L ive  T opics. Id.
M yt h  a n d  M iracle . Id. 
Real  Blasphemy. Id. 
R epairin g  the  I dols. Id. 
C hrist and  M iracles. Id. 
Creeds & S p ir it u a l it y . Id.

2d.

London : R. Fordor, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Vol. I., cloth gilt, 216 pp., 2s. Gd., post free,

CRIMES OF CHRISTIANITY.
BY

[G. W. FOOTE a n d  J. M. WHEELER.
Hundreds of exact References to Standard Authorities. No pains spared 

to make it a complete, trustworthy, final, unanswerable 
Indictment of Christianity.

Chapters:—1, Christ to Constantine; 2, Constantine to Hypatia ; 3 
Monkery; 4, Pious Forgeries ; 5, Pious Frauds ; 6, Rise of the Papacy; 
7, Crimes of the Popes ; 8, Persecution of the Jews; 9, The Crusades.

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Works by J. M. Wheeler.
Biographical Dictionary of Freethinkers of All Ages and 

Rations. Containing tho Lives of over 1,G00 Men and 
Women of Light and Leading. Reduced to 5s.

Footsteps of the Fast. Essays on Human Evolution in 
Religion and Custom. 3s.

Bible Studies. Essays on Phallic Worship, Circumcision, 
Blood Rites, Jo wish Sacrifices, Taboos, Ordeals, Witch­
craft, Prophets, Song of Solomon, Etc. Cloth illustrated, 
2s. Gd.

The Life and Writings of Voltaire. Is. paper; 23. cloth.
Secular Songs and Freethought Readings. Is.
The Christian Doctrine of Hell. 2d.
Satan, Witchcraft, and the Bible. 2d.
Types of Religionists. 2d.

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonccuttor-stroot, E.C.

Price Twopence,

Who Was the Father of Jesus?
nY

G. W . F O O T E .
London; R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

:t rpH E  EXTINCTION OF WAR, POVERTY, AND IN-
X  FEOTIOUS DISEASES.” By A Doctor of Medicine, author 

of Elements of Social Science. 157 pp., (id., by post 8d. Just published. 
R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.O. “ The author writes with earnest­
ness and power, and his treatise deserves to be attentively read.”—The 
Literary Guide.

WANTED, AN ASSISTANT.-Pnncipal duties packing 
email parcels and writing. Married man with not more than two 

children preferred. Must approve of the principles and objects of the 
Malthusian League. Beautiful country house, lawn and garden, and »alary 
according to abilities. Apply, by letter only, giving full particulars, to
.............. M  > of R- '“ Neo-Malthusian,” care . Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, London,

L
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C O S T U M E  SKI RTS
10s. 6d. Each.

Send waist measure and length bach and front.

These Costume Skirts are exceedingly well-made and lined throughout. 
They are all cut very full and in the latest fashionable shape. They hang 
very gracefully, and are guaranteed to give the utmost satisfaction.

Over 50 High-class Materials to choose from,

10/6
C
O
S
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E

including Bruno Cloth, Plain, Figured, or Diagonal Serges, Habit Cloth, 
Wool Twills, Crêpons, Alpacas, or Fancy Tweeds.

To ensure a rush of work for our New Hands in the Costume Depart­
ment we make this Splendid Offer

Until JULY 15th ONLY.
W ith every 10s. Gd. Costume Skirt we send, free  o f  cost, one of our 

Beautiful Crepon Blouses, which just now are all the rage.

SEND BY RETURN AND SECURE A GREAT BARGAIN.

S
K
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S

THINK OF IT.
A  New Dress to measure for 

the wife.
And a pair of first-class 

Trousers for yourself.

All for 21s. carriage paid.

Inches.
Round Waist over Trousers ................
Round Seat .............................................
Inside Leg Seam.....................................
Full Length of Trousers........................
Round Thigh ................. ........................
Round Knee ................................... .
Round Bottom.........................................
I ’lcaso say Lined or Unlincd................
Sido or Cross Pockets............................
Fly or Full Fall .....................................

250 odd lengths of Higk-da39 
Fashionable Materials, which would 
make good 18s. trousers to measure.

We oiler thcso to clear.

10s. 6d. per pair to measure, or 
4 Trouser Lengths for 21s.

J. W. GOTT, 2 & 4 UNION STREET, BRADFORD.
Recently published, prico 3d., by post 4d.,Prico Fourpence,

BIBLE AND BEER
BY

G . W . F O O T E .
C ontents

Drink Traffic and Local Veto
Christian Methods of Reformation
Old Divines on the Lawfulness of Drinking
Paley and Sydney Smith
Church Opposition to Temperance Movement
Bible Drinks
Scriptural Praises of Wine 
Jesus and the Wine Miracle 
The Last Supper 
Communion Port 
The Two-Wine Theory _
Religion and Intoxication 
Religious Drinking in the Bible 
Water-Drinking Heretics 
Christianity and Mohammedanism 
Church Drinks
Absurdity of Bible Temperance 
Appeal to Common Sense

This pamphlet should he in the hands of every Freethinker for 
constant use against the upholders of the absurd claims of the 
Bible and Christianity in regard to Temperance. No pains 
have been spared to make it complete and unanswerable.

London : It. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

THE

Secularist's Catechism.
BEING

An Exposition of Secular Principles, showing their Relalw!l 
the Political and Social Problems of the Day.

By  CHARLES W ATTS
(Vice-PretiJenl of the National Secular Society).

London : Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’a-court, Fleet-streofc^J^ 

Price Sixpence,

THE BIRTH OF CHRIST-
A CHAPTER FROM

Strauss’s Original “ Life o f  Jesus.”
WITH AN INTRODUCTION BY

C. W. FOOTE. J
(A  Most Thorough Analysis and Exposure of the 6 oSP 

Story by a Master Hand.)

London : R. Forder, 28 S ton ecutter-street,^ ^ ^ . 

COLONEL INGEllSOLL’S LECTURE,

THOMAS PAINE’S WORKS.
The Rights of Man. Centenary edition. With a Political 

Biography by J. M. W heeler. la .; bound in cloth, 2a.
The Age of Reason. New edition, with Preface by Q. W.

Foote, la.
Complete Theological Works. (Including tho Age of

Keaton.) Cloth, 2a. 6d.
London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

ABOUT THE HOLY BIBLE.
Price Sixpence.

London: R. Fordor, 28 Stonecuttor-stroet,

PrinUd »11(1 Pnbluhtd by G. W. Foot«, »t 18 Stonecutt»r-0tr*‘ *' 
London, K.O.


