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THE OLD WAX NOSE.

A" is difficult, if not impossible, to ascertain who first
lifened the Bible to a wax nose, which could be twisted in
?ny direction. The expression is ascribed to Luther, but
Wes used before him by Erasmus, and before him by
? Ore than one Catholic controversialist. In all probability
~Noriginated with the Catholics, and not with the Protestants.
ose who championed the living voice of God in the
urch, against the dead letter of the written Bible, were
ajW5aLyS prone to deride the consequences of private judg-
ment when applied to such a large and heterogeneous
th T7 as Christian Scriptures. They contended that
0 Bible is a misleading book when read by itself in the
ere light of human reason; that any doctrine may be
Proved from it by a judicious selection of texts; and that
hristianity would break up into innumerable sects unless
6 Church acted as the inspired interpreter of the inspired
delation. They argued, further, that the Bible was really
>kwhat the Protestants supposed it. What they said on
Bpoint was a curious anticipation of a good deal of the
°-called Higher Criticism. Both sides were right, and
oth sides were wrong, in this dispute. The Protestants
Jere right against the Church. The Catholics were right
jurist the Bible. It was reserved for Rationalism to
Qept and harmonize the doublo truth, and to wago war

Snhinst both infallibilities.
lorhaps it will not eclipse the gaiety of nations if we
af never able to discover who first employed the phrase
suy>?se of wax” in regard to the Bible. In any case it is
hciently expressive. Tho Biblo is inspired, but the man
fr O r?ads it is not. Tho consequence is that he deduces
, o it a creed in harmony with his own taste, temper,
JJW, and intelligence. llo lays emphasis on what fits in
of tv, *€ an<™s’urs over that is opposed to it. Every one
ho various and conflicting Protestant sects is founded
th'0l» One and the same infallible book. “ Tho Bible teaches
a J says one; “ Tho Biblo teaches that,” says another.
Of l.th°y are all right. Tho Biblo does teach tho doctrines
Thd sects- But do they not contradict each other 1
n°-  What is tho explanation, then 1 Why this—tho

MI® contradicts itself.

self-contradictions of tho Biblo havo occasioned the

w
Pro In  many “ Harmonies,” in which it is sought to bo
a] 4 that all tho apparent discrepancies are most

Adiaiiable agreements, when they aro properly understood
~Or Vit Is rerjlifiie I8 to Bdd B Wofd Mok, amd BOMitEsE &
sevo i @I ) tU regard oiio edd #iE same word &5 Hiving
havj different meanings, and sovoral different words ai
appjnS °ne and tho samo meaning; and, abovo all things, to
harnf | mothod with a strong and earnest desiro to find
lilbl-ny overywhore, and a pious intention of giving tho
ij, tho benefit of the doubt in overy case of porplexity.
despj13 s?rt of jugglery, which would bo derided and
cliscrv caso °f any othor book, is now falling into
I & Most of tho clorgy aro ashamed of it. They
hOtle y OWnh>as it can no longer bo denied, that a moro
getif». iart °* criticism is necessary to save tho Biblo from
But £ontcmPt-

Plavel ° “ Harmony ” game is not tho only ono that is
8cig,lc °~'  All tho “ Reconciliations ” of tho Bible with
the 2’ history. morality, and common sense aro sharing
of - In° fate. Tho higher clergy leave such exhibitions
BinNjorted ingenuity to laymon liko Mr. Gladstone.
8 'ko Canon Drivor see that this mental tight-rope
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dancing may cause astonishment, but will never produce
conviction. They therefore recognise the difficulties, and
seek for a more subtle and plausible method of removing
them. They admit that Moses and Darwin are at variance
with each other; that a great deal of Bible “ history ” is
legendary, and some of it distinctly false; that such
stories as those of Lot's wife and Jonah’s whale are
decidedly incredible ; that some passages of Scripture are
vulgar and brutal, and others detestably inhuman; and
that it is positively useless to disguise the fact. Yet they
are naturally anxious to keep the Bible on its old pedestal;
and this can only be done by means of a new theory of
inspiration. Accordingly, these gentlemen tell us that the
Bible is not tho Word of God, but it contains the Word of
God. Its writers were inspired, but their own natural
faculties were not entirely suppressed by the divine spirit.
Sometimes the writer’s spirit was predominant in the com-
bination, and the composition was mainly that of an un-
regenerate son of Adam. At other times the divine spirit
was predominant, and the result was lofty religion and
pure ethics. Moreover, the sacred writers were only
inspired in ono direction. God gave them a lift, as it
were, in spiritual matters ; but in science and sociology he
let them blunder along as they could.

The old wax nose is now receiving a decided new twist,
and a considerable number of accomplished and clever
divines are engaged in manipulating it. One of them is
Dean Farrar, who has just published a bulky volume on
The Bible: its Meaning and Supremacy, which we shall
subject to a very careful criticism.

Dean Farrar's book contains nothing that is new to
fairly well-read sceptics. It presents the commonplaces
of modern Biblical criticism, with a due regard to tho
interests of “ the grand old book ” and of “ true ” and
“ fundamental” Christianity, which is probably no more
than the particular form of Christianity that is likely to
weather tho present storm of controversy. But although
this book contains no startling novelties, it is of import-
ance as tho work of a dignitary of the Church of England.
It is also of value, inasmuch as it will be read by many
persons who would shrink from Strauss and Thomas Paine.
It is well that somoono should tell Christians the truth, if
not tho whole truth, about the Bible, and tell it them from
within tho fold of faith. His motive in doing so may be
less aregard for truth itsolf than for the immediate interests
of his own Church; but the main thing is that he does it,
and Freethinkers may be glad even if thoy are not grateful.

Dr. Farrar's book has an Introduction, and wo proposo
to examine it first. Ho opens by telling tho clergy that
thoy ought not to pursue an “ ostrich policy ” in regard to
religious difficulties; that they should not indulgo in
“ vituperative phrases,” nor assume a “ disdainful infalli-
bility  that they do wrong in denouncing as “ wicked,”
“ blasphemous,” or “ dangerous” every conviction which
differs from their own form of orthodoxy; and that thoy
must not expect all that they choose to assert to be
“ accepted with humble acquiescence.” No doubt this
advice is quite necessary ; and the fact that it is so shows
tho value of Christianity, after eighteen centuries of trial,
as a training-school in tho virtues of modesty and humility,
to say nothing of justice and temperance.

Tho clergy are also invited by Dr. Farrar to rccognizo
tho general diffusion of scepticism:—

“In recent years much has been written under the

assumption that Christianity no longer deserves the
dignity of a refutation ; or that, at any rate, the bases
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on which it rests have been seriously undermined. The
writings of freethinkers are widely disseminated among
the working classes. The Church of Christ has lost its
hold on multitudes of men in our great cities. Those
of the clergy who are working in the crowded centres
of English life can hardly be unaware of the extent to
which scepticism exists among our artizans. Many of
them have been persuaded to believe that the Church
is a hostile and organised hypocrisy.”

This is a sad state of things, and how is it to be met ?
Not by denouncing reason as a wild beast, nor yet by relying
on emotion and ceremonial, for “ no religious system will be
permanent which is not based on the convictions of the
intellect.” Dr. Farrar recommends a different policy. He
has “ frequently observed that the objections urged against
the Christianity are aimed at dogmas which are no part of
Christian faith, or are in no wise essential to its integrity.”
Even men of science have been led astray by objections
“ based on travesties of its real tenets.” One of these false
opinions is that “ which maintains the supposed inerrancy
and supernatural infallibility of every book, sentence, and
word of the Holy Bible.” This is the principal point to be
dealt with; it is here that we must make an adjustment.
Nine-tenths of the case of sceptics “ is made up of attacks
on the Bible,” and the only way to answer them is to show
that they misunderstand it, and that what they demolish
is not Christianity, but “a mummy elaborately painted in
its semblance,” or “ a scarecrow set up in its guise.”

“ It is no part of the Christian faith,” says Dr. Farrar,
“ to maintain that every word of the Bible was dictated
supernaturally, or is equally valuable, or free from all error,
or on the loftiest levels of morality, as finally revealed.”
Such a view of the Bible has been popularly expressed by
divines, but they really did not mean it, and it “ never
formed any part of the Catholic creed of Christendom.”
The doctrine of everlasting punishment is another of these
delusions. There is such a thing as future punishment,
but it is not everlasting, it is only eternal. In the same
way, the Bible is the Word of God, but it is not infallible,
it is only inspired. And what that means we shall see as
we proceed. G. W. FOOTE.

(To he continued.)

IS RELIGION A DISEASE?

“ La maladie est Vélat naturel des Chréiens.”—Pascal.
Blessod are the healthy, for theirs is the kingdom of man.

Healthy and happy people seem to be naturally Secularists.
Their thoughts are in and of the world they are fitted to
enjoy. The unhealthy and unhappy, those under the
influence of fear, sorrow, or depression, as naturally resort
to the consolations of an imaginary hereafter. Byron says :
“ There's nothing so consoles the mind as rum and true
religion.” But these seductive stimulants are dangerous.
The holy spirit may prove to be as intoxicating as alcohol,
for religious dram-drinkers soon come to prefor their super-
naturalism undiluted with secular philosophy. They fancy
themselves exalted above tho things of this world, while to
sober eyes they grovel in the mire of superstition.

Ofton slight symptoms of a disease may show them-
selves in abody otherwise healthy. Having descended from
savage ancestors, man inherits superstition in his very blood.
Little sign of the taint may appear in healthy manhood, but
age, sickness, and distress may develop the hereditary dis-
order, which has been carefully nourished in infancy by
tho inculcations of a barbarous fetish book, and of such
savage doctrines as those of hell-fire and salvation through
blood. The poor lunatic, tormented by terror, lest she
has sold her soul to Satan, and is doomed to eternal punish-
ment; the maniac ready, like Abraham, to offer his only
son at the bidding of tho voice of God, but display in
virulent form a disorder once rampant, which is now being
mitigated by secular civilization.

A mind awakened to fear of tho wrath of God, and the
terrors of a Devil who goeth about liko a roaring lion,
seoking whom he may devour, and having before it an
eternal hell, where the worm dieth not and the fire is not
quenched, is a mind unhinged. The thought of eternity
dwarfs this world into comparative nothingness. Those
who really believe that we are born, naturally depraved,
into a vale of tears, where all attempts to enjoy this brief
existence are but treading the primrose path to tho ovor-
lasting bonfiro, should nave an aspect of chronic melan-
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choly. For, even if they lay the flattering unction to their
souls that they themselves are safe, they must admit that
the world, the flesh, and tho Devil triumph over most of
their brethren.
If heaven and hell are terrible realities, then Dr. Isaac
Watts was right:
There’'s nothing worth a thought beneath

But how we may escape the death
That never, never dies.

How can any real believer be happy unless first callous as
to the possiblo sufferings of others ? The attempt to
secure a cosy corner in cloudland must engender selfishness.
Those begin to pray when in trouble and danger who

never think of doing so when in safety. Their very atti-
tude is that of slavery. It is prostration before a superior
power, in whose hands are the issues of life and death.
It is the resort of the distressed, the stricken, and afflicted.
It is a bad case when one has to trust to the Lord.
“ Sickness,” said Pascal, “is the natural state of the
Christian; it puts us in tho condition in which we always
ought to be "—humble and prostrate before our maker and
judge. So, as our Laureate (Mr. Mackenzie) says,

In business trust your healthy head;

In sacred matters trust instead

Your brain, impaired and nearly dead,
When lying on your death-bed.

The old proverb says :—

When the Devil was sick tho Devil a saint would be ;
But when the Devil was well tho Devil a saint was ho.

Read the lives of the saints. What an insanitary lot
they were ! Fasting and maceration to subdue the flesh
rendered them virtually insane. The body was despised.
Baths were eschewed, and tho odor of sanctity was often
the odor of filth. In the eyes of the great Catholic Church,
to enter on the Christian life means to become dead to tho
world. “ Ye cannot serve God and Mammon.” There ;3
an absolute incompatibility between devotion to God and
attention to tho things of this lifo. Whatever is given to
tho ono is taken from the other. Observe the people, even
among Protestants whose faith is diluted with Secularism)
who turn to religion. They are usually either those who
find that godliness is great gain, and for these a Sunday
faith usually suffices ; or those who look for consolation m
their mundane troubles. The girls who cannot g&t
sweethearts join the church, chapel, or Salvation Army.
When men will not have them they direct their though13
to God. Marriago is a euro for religious hysteria. So
many a man who, laden with melancholy, has turned
his thoughts to a presumably better world, has, on
loosening his bile, returned with zest to tho affairs °*
this life a happier and a less religious man. Women have
ever been the effective tools of tho priests, becauso of them
troubles and restrictions. Thoy aro attracted to the
Christian faith not so much by its morality— which, indeed)
is not original or peculiar to itself—as by its central story
of a victim and its promise of a time when all tears shall
bo wiped away. Their timidity, too, helps to keep them
slaves to religion. Hence tho instinct of tho men of G°®
is to denounce bicycling, or aught elso which, contributing
to freedom and happiness, renders them less dopondont.

J. M. W heeter.

OUR ANNUAL CONFERENCE.

On Sunday, Juno G in tho Secular Hall, Leicester, th®
annual Conference of tho National Secular Society will b®
held. Personally, I am exceedingly gratified that °u
meeting this year is to take place in tho most Secular town
of the Midland districts. For more than thirty years, *
my knowledge, Leicester has maintained a consistent an
dignified advocacy of practical Secularism. Not only ha
its local society carried on a determined propaganda ag»IP.
the pretensions of dogmatic theology, but it has alwaysIl
its Frecthought work, shown tho advantages of Seeing
philosophy. The late Josiah Gimson, one of the ®o
earnest and honored friends of our movement, devoted ~
time, his ability, and a largo portion of his wealth j
establish in his native town a permanent hall wherein
opinions upon theological subjects could be freoly expr®3®V
and the utility of Secular principles judiciously expoun
Since his death his Bon, Mr. Sidney Gimson, has pr0O
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himself a “ worthy son of a noble sire” by faithfully carry

on the work of his father. Therefore, the place of our
Conference this year is particularly suitable, associated as
it is with such pleasing recollections. Besides, the Secular
friends there are so hearty in the cause, and so hospitable
In their nature, that it will be to them a “ labor of love ”
to make Freethought visitors as comfortable as possible.
Moreover, Leicester being the centre of many towns where
Secularists and Freethinkers are numerous, the Conference
no doubt will be well attended.

All the Branches of the N. S. S. both in London and the
provinces should appoint their delegates, and give them
full instructions as to the duties they are expected to per-
form at the Conference. It may be an advantage to
remember that our meetings in the morning and afternoon
wdl be purely for practical purposes. Oratorical displays
are not necessary— these can be reserved for the evening
gathering. Neither is it desirable to waste time in dis-
cussing “ fads,” or questions that have no legitimate relation
fo our Society. The first two sessions of the Conference
should be devoted exclusively to the consideration of
subjects that have a direct bearing upon the improvement
uf the organization. The very name “ conference ” implies
fuat we should confer together as to the best measures to
oe adopted to enhance the interests of the Association. If
au the delegates present will bear these facts in mind, and
act upon them, much valuable time will be saved, and the
accomplishment of useful work will be the result. It has
been my lot to attend many conferences during the last
hirty years, not only in this country, but also in Canada
and the United States, and | have been sorry to witness
no sacrifice of much valuable time in the airing of crotchets
which were entirely foreign to the objects of the gatherings.

us all try to avoid such mistakes at Leicester, The
Secularists there are men of business, and we should show
bem that we are not behind them in this particular.

I am not unmindful of the fact that, ours being a Free-
bought organization, tho widest latitude possible in free
sPeech is expected. To this no one can reasonably object,
Providing such freedom is discreetly and appropriately
indulged in. It is not against tho use, but tho abuse, of
JFee utterance that we need to guard oursolves. Under
b0 guiso of virtue the greatest vice may be perpetrated,
nuin the name of wisdom the veriest folly may be corn-
butted. The present position of the Freethought party,

ith its vast power for good, its ever-increasing momber-
bip, and the growing desire of its exponents to consolidate
8forces, will make tho coming Conference one of tho most
d?Portant that has ever been held in this country.

otions have to be considered, and propositions discussed,
. at affect the very foundation of the organization. liegu-

10118 that governed our body years ago will not suffice
ow. The situation, in many respects, has entirely

augcd, and consequently improved machinery is neces-
ary bo enablo us to successfully operate under the altered
g buttions. It is, therefore, a duty devolving upon all
~cularists and Froethinkors throughout tho United King-
bm to mako special efforts to bo present at Leicester, and
wh,a? ~eir counsel in the solution of the problems

ich will then be brought bcforo their notice. In my
i~'b'bbj procautions should be rigidly obsorvod to avoid
r°uucing personal matters, except whero tho actions
g0 'Iny person may have reference to tho affairs of tho
sc« T N ~ust that tho members of the Conference will
j~tbe necessity of strictly adhering to this wholosome

Qb the Freethinker of last week will be found the Agenda,
be taining a statement of tho principal business which is to
runsactod. | venture the opinion that the President’s
dot u ~eP°rt) bis explanation of tho great work ho has
in 0during tho past year in bringing to completion “ tho
to °rPbration of a socioty to hold and to use property, and
Per ceiVQ gifts and legacies for Secular purposes,” and his
fu 9~ statement, will be of special interest, and will
beijUib materials for gravo reflection ; and | hopo and
thou °~ at what is then stated will receivo that candid and
I a gbtful consideration which its importance will desorve.
bpon P~ibblarly anxious that the three motions which are
their ta° .~Senda paper in my name shall be judgod upon
imp bsorits. My solo object in introducing them is to
NatioVi 910 constitution and modo of advocacy of the
t° br- a .cular Society. It may be necessary for mo here
* 0tio<% hidicato my reasons for bringing forward tho
nsj and, in order that the reader may see at a glance tho
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motions and the reasons, | here reproduce the former : (1)
“ That the office of Honorary Secretary be abolished.” (2)
“ That, in the interest of vigor and continuity of action, itis
advisable that, without any interference with the autonomy
of the Branches, the Central Executive, which transacts all
general business, should consist of a definite number of
persons well known to the party at large; that these
persons should be the President and the Vice-Presidents
elected yearly at the annual Conference; and that such
Vice-Presidents who, by reason of distance, cannot often
attend the Executive meetings should be communicated
with in regard to any matters of exceptional importance.”
(3) “That it is necessary that in our Secular advocacy
the distinction between Secularism and mere Freethought
should be kept before the public.”

(1) The office of Honorary Secretary is purely nominal,
and, so far as our Society is concerned, it has no duties
attached to it. We have a paid Secretary who performs
all the duties of the office, and, so far as | am aware, the
Honorary Secretary has not been called upon to do any
official work since he has held the office. Besides, the
two offices are apt to lead to confusion by causing some
persons to suppose that two individuals perform the
duties which are really fulfilled by one. Moreover, it is
no honor or dignity to confer upon such an active worker,
as Mr. Forder has been, merely an empty title. As Vice-
President he retains his official connection with the N. S. S.,
and in that capacity he may be called upon at times to
act; whereas as Honorary Secretary no labor is ever
required of him. As our organization professes to be a
practical one, it should, in my opinion, be divested, as
much as possible, of all superfluous appendages.

(2) Thismotion is thoroughly democratic, and provides for
an extensive and direct representation of all the Branches,
inasmuch as each Branch would be entitled to have a Vice-
President, who would be elected at the annual Conference.
It also provides that the management of the Society should
not be confined to one or two persons, but that its business
should be under the control of duly-appointed officials from
every Branch throughout the country. This would make
the duties of the Vice-Presidents more than nominal; it
would impose upon them services for the benefit of tho
Association. Those who may reside too far from London
to enablo them to attend every Executive meeting would bo
communicated with on all business of importance by our
Secretary, and thus each section of tho organization would
havo a voice in its affairs. An Executive, to be useful,
should be composed of members who aro capable of practical
work, and who are placed upon it by those who have some
knowledge of their ability for such service. | trust that
each Branch will well consider this subject, and that it will
instruct its delegato to vote for this democratic motion.

(3) It has always been my chief aim, in the advocacy
of Secular principles, to emphasize the difference between
Secularism and mere Freethought. Of course the latter
is necessarily included in tho former, but, unfortunately,
tho former is not always allied with tho latter. Free-
thought indicates a certain mental condition, while Secu-
larism supplies practical rules for tho guidance of human
conduct. This is a distinction which | am anxious my
co-workers in their advocacy shall keep before the public,
in order that tho N. S. S. shall not be held responsible for
all tho theories which, in the exercise of their Froethought,
some speakers constantly expound to their hearers.

As “ seekors for truth,” let us assemble on Whit-Sunday
in a calm and discriminating spirit, actuated by love for
tho “ good old cause,” and with tho resolve to do our best
to still further extend its usefulness in the task of promul-
gating positive Secular principles, and thereby emancipating
tho human mind from the machinations of priestcraft and
tho snares of theology. Ciiaules Watts.

There is no way to escape the consequences of wrong-
doing, only by refraining from doing wrong. That is the
only escape, the only salvation. Belief has no merits. Do
right, and peace and happiness will bo as inevitable as that
effoct follows cause.—/. S. Crum.

It has boon said that the more a person inquires, the less
he generally believes. This is true, and arises from the fact
that ho soon discovers that great numbers of the priests in
every age and of every religion have been guilty of frauds
to support their systems, to an extent of which he could
have had no idea until he made the inquiry.—Godfrey
Higgins, Preface to “ Anacalypsisf p. IS.
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JOHN S GOSPEL.

John's gospel is totally unlike any one of the other three.
There is no account of Jesus’s birth at all; but the writer
abruptly introduces you to—you can scarcely tell what or
whom.

He says the logos (translated word) was in the beginning
(of what he does not explain); that the logos was with
the God, and was a God; that he made all things that ever
were made ; that there was life in the logos; and that life
was the light of men; that the light shone in darkness, and
the darkness did not comprehend it.

The above is an introduction, vague as vagueness
cotlld make it. Suddenly the writer says: “ There was a
man sent from God whose name was John.” The other
gospels say John was born of a woman. John bore
witness of the light, the true light which lighteth every
man. This is silly. Light needs no witness ; the light
that lights every man needs no announcement. That light
is the sun, and the only witness it needs is the calendar
which teaches people what position in the ecliptic the sun
holds.

Worse still, this light which lighteth every man was
already in the world, and the world knew nothing of it!
As if the sun could be blazing away in noonday splendour,
and yet attract no notice whatsoever ! He came to his own
(whether property or people is not said), and his own
rejected him ! Fancy the race of man rejecting the sun'!
The few who did receive him obtained power to become
sons of God—although they were not so before—a mystic
puzzle or a monkish joke, just as you may please to regard
it.

The writer adds that those believers who became sons o f
God were “ born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh,
nor of the will of man, but of God.” He ought to have
said Goddess, for none but a female could be a mother,
except in mythology, of course.

He proceeds : “ The word was made flesh, and dwelt
among us,” etc. We cannot suppose the mystic who wrote
this had any notion of what he wrote. If honest, he was
a mystical fanatic; | suspect him to have been a monkish
trickster writing to bewilder as many as possible, and by
means of that bewilderment to entrap them into slavery
and ruin.

After the complex introduction, the writer adopts a
semi-narrative style, and relates how—

“ John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This
was he of whom | spake, He that eometh after me is
preferred before me : for he was before me. And of his
fulness have all we received, and grace for grace. For
the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came
by Jesus Christ. No man hath seen God at any time ;
the only begotten son, which is in the bosom of the
Father, he hath declared him. And this is the record of
John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from
Jerusalem to ask him, Who art thoul And he con-
fessed, and denied not; but confessed, | am not the
Christ. And they asked him, What then 1 Art thou
Elias 1 And he saith, I am not. Art thou that prophet 1
And he answered, No. Then said they unto him, Who
art thou 1 that we may give an answer to them that sent
us. What sayest thou of thyself? And he said, | am
the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight
the way of the Lord, as said the prophet Esaias. And
they which were sent were of the Pharisees. And
they asked him, and said unto him, Why baptizest
thou, then, if thou be not that Christ, nor Elias, neither
that prophet? John answered them, saying, | baptize
with water; but there standeth one among you whom
ye know not; He it is, who, coming after me, is
preferred before me, whose shoe's latchet I am not
worthy to unloose. These things were done in Betha-
bara, beyond Jordan, where John was baptizing.”*

The reader may compare this with the other gospels.
He should also note the abruptness of “ Jesus Christ,”
“ only begotten son,” “ bosom of the father ”; and also
the deputation of priests and Levites sent to John—a
subject not mentioned elsewhere, the other gospellers
knowing nothing of it, we must suppose.

The very next day John saw Jesus coming to him, and
at once called him the lamb of God. The story in John i.
is totally unlike those in the other gospels. John hero
does not know Jesus until the spirit, like a dove, descends
and remains on him ; he knew him before thatin Matthew,

* John i. 15-28.
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and objected to baptize him. In this gospel John does nol
baptize Jesus at all.

Two successive days does Jesus come to John, although
the other gospels say he was immediately driven into the
wilderness after his baptism, which took place on their first
meeting. Instead of sending him to the Devil for
temptation, the fourth gospel makes Jesus march off
with two of John’s disciples. One of them was Andrew,
the other is not named. He brought over his brother,
Simon Peter.

The next day again (there being no note of the forty
days with Satan and wild beasts) Jesus finds Philip, Philip
finds Nathaniel—one of the many Bible puzzles. Jesus
bewildered poor Nathaniel, and told him he should here-
after see heaven opened and the angels ascending and
descending upon the Son of man.

After relating in chapter i. what occurred on the first,
second, third, and fourth days, the authors tell us what
occurred on the third day, when Jesus and his disciples
attend a marriage at Cana, a place absolutely unknown, of
course, and when he, as yet, had not so much as one
disciple (i. 35-42). At this marriage Jesus showed his
identity with God Bacchus, by turning water into wine,
to the quantity of over 150 gallons !'! and the master of
the feast pronounced it the best wine they had bad. This
was Jesus's first miracle, although the other gospellers
know nothing of it. It seems a bit funny that a God
almighty should take the trouble to be born a man, to live
so long encumbered by flesh, for the sake of performing a
wretched trick of this sort. The monkish jester who
wrote the tale knew the gullible character of his audience.
Millions upon millions have swallowed this miracle, wine-
pots and all, and gaped round for more.

Not long after, it seems, Jesus visits Jerusalem at the
Passover; and, without riding into Jerusalem on a stolen
donkey, committed the riot in the temple. The donkey
and the smitten fig-tree are here omitted from the story. _

Many believed on him at the Passover on account of his
miracles, though the writer does not mention so much as
one that he performs there.

The third chapter of this gospel is filled, in its earliest
part, -with the tale of Nicodemus, and the casuistical
manner in which Jesus bamboozled him about the new
birth—as Jesuitical a tale as one could easily find.

Of course, we have not Nicodemus'’s report of tho inter-
view ; if wo had, we should find a very different present-
ment. A Jewish ruler must have been a poor creature
indeed to be puzzled or impressed with the stylo of “ argu-
ment " adopted by Jesus.

Some of John's disciples go to him and inform him that
Jesus had started baptizing, and all the people are flocking
to him. This is a most astounding statement! None of
the other gospels names any baptism by Jesus ; but here be
beats the Baptist himself, who already had baptized all
the peoplo of the land. Jesus must have rapidly repeated
the ceremony upon all John’'s dipped ones, and extended
his operations to others. It is most curious that no one
else should have known of his baptizing at all. Of course,
the tale is inserted to belittle John in order to exalt Jesus,
as if baptism could exalt any but a lunatic !

Chapter iv. opens by asserting that Jesus baptized more
than John, but adds an explanatory note to tho effect that
Jesus himself did not baptize, but his disciples. This only
deepens and complicates tho falsehood, and is evidently
thrown in to soften the effect of the lie.

If there were any truth in this Johannine tale, then
Jesus must havo baptized overy person in Judccaand more;
and those who hated and hounded him to death, who were
guilty of the greatest crime ever perpetrated, according tO
popular theology, must havo been his own disciples. How
will tho Christian account for such multitudes of back-
sliders, and for their being the worst criminals the world
had ever known ? This isapoint not often raised, if ever,
and it should be urged against the Christians to the utter-
most.

But what shall we say of verse 32 ? John Baptist
speaking of Christ in a very flattering manner, says : “ B0
that cometh from above is above all [he means Christ].
And what he hath seen and heard, that he testificth; and
no man receiveth his testimony.”

Let us grasp the situation. John had been so successful
that he had baptized the entire Jewish nation; Jesus had
baptized still more ; John says Jesus is from heaven ; thu.
he testified to what he himself had seen and heard, and no
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man received his testimony—that is to say, that, although
tho whole nation and more submitted to his baptism, not
one of them all (say a few, if you like) believed in him. |
suppose he means to say that the people treated his baptism
as a joke, and submitted to it just to humor a crank. We
can easily believe that a few persons might have done so,
hut the whole nation !

Well, well, the Jews, like their God, have ways which
are not our ways; and they must indeed have been the
strangest people imaginable if they behaved as the New
Testament relates. Let us hope they did nothing of the
kind.

In the other gospels John finds Jesus a mystery; here
he knew all about him, even more than Jesus knew of
himself.

In chapter iv. this gospel sends Jesus to Samaria, where,
in a village, he converses with a woman at a well. All
this is quite unknown to the other gospellers. If “ the
Woman of Samaria” had but known the young man’s
history, she might have told Jesus to look at home, when
he reproached her with living with an unmarried man.
The Samaritans were easily converted, according to this
tale; and yet they remain Samaritans unto this day, and
show no signs of turning Christian.

Now Jesus is wheeled round on the pen or style of the
gospeller to Cana again, and there he is entreated by an
unknown nobleman to heal his son. Jesus obliges him,
and the writer adds: “ This is again the second miracle
that Jesus did when he was come out of Judrea into
Galileo "—a very modest statement, truly, in face of the
crowds of miracles reported in the other gospels.

The fifth chapter relates the absurd tale of the pool of
Bcthesda, and the regular miracles there occurring—a tale
that has given the commentators no end of trouble. Jesus,

course, beats Bethesda and the angel; and that is the
sole reason for inserting the story.

The Jews are said to have persecuted Jesus for curing
the lame man on the Sabbath. But this cannot be true,
lor tho cripple was there by tho side of the pool ready to
he lifted in for a cure, Sunday or any otherday; and there
is no hint that those cured at tho pool on Sunday were
persecuted for it; nor does it appear that tho Pharisees
persecuted the angol for descending and troubling the
waters on tho Sabbath. Tho tale was invented by some
ono unacquainted with Jews and Jerusalem.

To any unprejudiced person tho mistakes and contra-
dictions | havo above called attention to are quite sufficient
to destroy the credit of this gospel, and to show that,
regarded as divine revelation, it must bo declared a miracle
°f impossibilities and follies. Joseph Symes.

—L.iberator.

MIRACULOUS CHRISTIANITY.

Miraculous Christianity involves anti-scientific ideas of
Gio world. It assumes that tho earth is tho centro of tho
universe, with the heaven, which is the abode of the Deity,
stretched above it, and Hades sunk beneath it. Tho angels
und the mystic dove descond from tho skies, and the risen
Christ ascends to thorn. When Satan shows Christ all tho
kingdoms of tho earth from a high mountain, tho writer
seems to take tho globo for a plane. Tho theological
geocentricism, which makes our planet the centre of all
interest, the especial care of tho Divinity, and tho solo
hold of divino action, appears in tho Johannino doctrine
°l tho Trinity. It might be possiblo to imagine deity
stooping from a limited heaven to redeem tho inhabitants
°i earth. It would havo been hardly possible to imagine
a Being, who fills otornity and infinity, becoming, for tho
redemption of ono speck in tho universe, an embryo in the
Womb of a Jewish maiden. For this stupendous doctrino
°ur principal ovidence is tho anonymous work of a mystic
Writer.

The Incarnation, it will bo observed, is tho centro of this
wholo circle of miracles. Without it they can bo hardly
Sud to havo a purpose or a meaning. But since our
rejection of tho authenticity and authority of tho book
?' Genesis, the purposo and meaning of the Incarnation
itself have been withdrawn. If thero was no Fall of Man,
uoro can be no need of tho Redemption. If there was no
ileed of the Redemption, thero can have been no motive
*°r the Incarnation. The wholo ecclesiastical scheme of
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salvation, with all its miraculous appurtenances, apparently
falls to the ground. This is a vital point.

In the story of the Star of the Nativity primitive
astronomy and astrology are involved. It is useless to
attempt scientific explanations, such as a remarkable con-
junction of the planets, or the temporary appearance and
sudden extinction of a star. The Magi, as astrologers,
recognise the star of Christ; it moves before them as a
guide, regardless of the general march of planets or the
sidereal system, and stops over the cradle in which the
child of destiny lies.

There is one class of the miraculous evidences respect-
ing which we have undoubtedly the means of forming our
own judgment. We can tell whether there was really a
miraculous fulfilment of Hebrew prophecies in the history
of Jesus. To the alleged prophecy, that Christ should be
called a Nazarene, there is nothing whatsoever correspond-
ing in the Old Tostament. Apologists, after trying such
expedients as the identification of Nazarene with Nazarite,
which, even if it were feasible, would help them but little,
Christ having fulfilled none of the conditions of a Nazarite,
are fain to give up the problem in despair. But once more
it must be said that we cannot pick and choose. Our
assurance of the miraculous fulfilment of an Old Testa-
ment prophecy in this and tho other cases is the same,
while it is impossible to think that the Holy Spirit would
either purposely misquote or lapse into involuntary mis-
quotation. In Matthew xxi. 5-7 the supposed fulfilment
of the prophecy is founded upon a literary error, into
which a writer acquainted with Hebrew literature could
hardly have fallen. The “ ass,” and tho “ colt, the foal of
an ass,” are in the Hebrew not two things, but two expres-
sions for the same thing ; and we have before us not only a
misconstruction, but, as it is hardly possible that Jesus could
have ridden at once upon tho ass and upon the foal, a prob-
able adaptation of the history to the fulfilment of the
supposed prophecy. The same may bo said with regard
to the alleged fulfilment of the scripture in John xix. 24,
where the words of the Psalm, “ They parted my garment
among them, and upon my vesture did they cast lots,” are
taken as denoting two actions, when they are a double
expression, after the manner of Hebrew poetry, for one.
“ 1 called my son out of Egypt,” as it stands inHoseaxi. 1,
can by no ingenuity be referred to anything but the Exodus,
not to mention tho strong suspicion which here again is
raised of a story framed to correspond with the supposed
prophecy. “ Behold a virgin shall conceive and bear a
son,” in lIsaiah vii. 14, is evidently a sign given by tho
prophet in relation to a crisis of contemporary history,
and has plainly not tho remotest connection with tho
immaculate conception of Jesus. Messianic predictions,
such as “ The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor tho
ruler’s staff from botween his feot, until Shiloh come ; and
unto him shall the obedience of the peoples be,” not only
wero not fulfilled, but were contradicted by the history of
Jesus, who was not a temporal ruler or deliverer, and was
therefore not recognised as tho Messiah by tho Jews.
Nono, in short, of tho so-called prophecies will be found
to bo more than applications, and many of them as applica-
tions are far-fetched. This is true even of the most remark-
able of the numbor, the description of tho oppressed and
sorrowing servant of Jehovah in lIsaiah liii. 3, tho author
of which cannot be said to have distinctly foretold any-
thing in the history of Jesus, evon if we tako Josus to havo
been so pre-eminently a man of sorrows. In no single caso
can Jesus, or any event of his life, bo said to havo been
present to the mental oye of the prophet. In fact, divines
of the more rationalistic school are rotiring from tho ground
of miraculous prophecy to that of ethical application, a
movement parallel to that which they are performing in
tho caso of tho miracles by substituting natural causes, as
far as they can, for divino interruption of the course of
nature. But applications, oven if they are apposite, aro
not prophecies. A similar set might probably bo framed
for almost any marked character of history in a nation
possessed of an ancient literaturo. On this question, as on
that of miracles, orthodoxy retreats, covering its movement
with language which, while it renounces inspiration, clings
without any definite reason to tho belief in something which
is not human, but divine. GoldWIN SMITH.

Every thinker is his own priest.
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ANECDOTE OF DAVID HUME.

The Rev. bpr. Carlyle, in his “ Autobiography,” tells the
following story of Hume, with whom he was personally and
intimately acquainted, and whom he declares to have been
“of a social and benevolent temper, and truly the best-
natured man in the world”:—

“When Mr. Robert Adam, the celebrated architect, and
his brother, lived in Edinburgh with their mother (an aunt
of Dr. Robertson’s, and a very respectable woman), she said
to her son : ‘I shall be glad to see any of your companions
to dinner, but | hope you will never bring the old Atheist
Hume here to disturb my peace.” But Robert soon fell on a
method to reconcile her to him, for he introduced him under
another name, or concealed it from her.

“When the company parted she said to her son: ‘1 must
confess that you bring very agreeable companions about
you ; butthe large, jolly man who sat next to me is the most
agreeable of them all.” *‘ This was the very Atheist,’ said he,
*mother, that you were so much afraid of.” ‘Well, says she,
‘you may bring him here as much as you please, for he is
th_ehmost innocent, agreeable, facetious man | ever met
with.’

“ This was truly the case with him; for, though he had
much learning and fine taste, and was professedly a sceptic,
he had the greatest simplicity of mind and manners, with
the utmost facility and benevolence of temper, of any man |
ever saw. His conversation was truly irresistible.”

ACID DROPS.

Allah has beaten Christ all along the line. Everywhere
the soldiers of the Cross have given way before the soldiers
of the Crescent. Here and there the Greeks have fought
bravely, but they have never stood up to the Turks in real
earnest. They fled from Larissa, fled from Pharsala, and
fled from Domokos. Each place was strongly fortified, and
might have been used by determined soldiers and able
generals to keep the enemy at bay for weeks, if not for
months. The Turks are said to be astonished at the cheap-
ness of their victories.

An American correspondent, quoted in the Daily News,
writes thus of the Turkish soldiers: “They are the most
docile, tractable, and easily-governed men imaginable ; yet
brave to the last degree, and utterly indifferent to death.”
The Daily News itself, in one of last Tuesday's leaders,
admits that “ the average Turkish eoldier, drawn from the
peasantry, is perfectly amenable to discipline, and is in
many ways a better man than many of his Christian
antagonists.” The moral of all this is that the “ massacres”
we hear so much about, and which have no doubt been
immensely exaggerated, are the work of fanatics stirred up
for the purpose, and given a free swing, by the detestable
government of the Sultan.

John Davidson sings, in the Saturday Review, “ The Hymn
of Abdul Hamid.” Hero are two verses :—

Though priests in overy Church
Prayed God to shiold the right,

God loft them in the lurch—
Thoy were afraid to fight.

Grasping a shadow, lo,
Tho Dog has lost his bone—
The Christian Dog ! Even so!
Allah is God alone.

The Progressive Thinker, of Chicago, observes : “ The
rayers and sympathies of the entire Christian world have
n with the Greeks in their attempt to steal Crete from
the Turks, and despoil the Ottoman Empire. The preachers
almost universally have urged appeals to the Throne of
Grace in behalf of those fighting to crush Islamism. Even
on the floors of Congress, in disregard of national treaties,
resolutions were offered expressing sympathy for those
Christian peoplo who were warring to extend their empire.
But the naughty Turks had the advantage. They prayed
five times a day, used no intoxicants ; and, best of all. it
would seem from the result, had tho ear of God turned to
them, hence they were victors. Moral.—Always be suro you
are in the right and have the strongest battalions when ask-
ing God to assist in afight.”

The Prince of Wales was engaged to “ open ” the Blackwall
Tunnel. But this was not enough. The Bishop of London
also figured in the ceremony. After tho Prince declared
the Tunnel “open for ever"—which is a very large order—
tho Bishop hurried up with a sort of consecration. This is
what he said : “ Let us pray : 0 Lord who madest all things

ut not the Blackwall Tunnel], by the word of thy power,

less, we beseech thee, this work undertaken for tho use of
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thy people [to wit, the East-enders]; and grant that the
skill of man which thou hast inspired may have such success
that this work may bear witness to future generations of
our desire to use thy gifts to thy glory, and to bind men
together, that with constant hearts and minds they may
praise and magnify thy holy name, through Jesus Christ
our Lord.—Amen.” How some of the bystanders (perhaps
Lord Rosebery among them) must have smiled, at least
inwardly, at this pious nonsense. The fact is, the Bishop
wanted a look in, for the sake of his own reputation and
that of the Church. It was good of him, perhaps, to say a
blessing over other men's labors; but £10,000 a year seems
a big price to pay for such foolery.

The Daily News remarks anent the refusal of Cambridge
to accord University degrees to women : “ It is the clergy
rather than the laity who have decided that Cambridge
would be demoralized by giving degrees to women, and the
clergy still have, as they had in Clarendon’s time, the worst
judgment of human affairs among all those who can write
and read.”

Mr. F. C. Gould, the cartoonist of the Westminster Gazette,
drew a clever little picture of parsons hurrying up to
Cambridge to defeat the motion in favor of granting
University degrees to women. Under the picture was the
doggerel:—

Hark ! hark ! tho dogs do bark ;
The parsons are coming to town.

“What does it matter,” asks the writer of “ Our Hand-
book ” in tho Referee—“ What does it matter whether the
Archbishop of Canterbury, Mr. G. W. Foote, General Booth,
or the Pope is right1l They are all right from their own
point of view—the only valid standpoint for them.” After
this curious utterance, it is somewhat strange to find the
writer saying that the right line is the “ line prescribed by
morality which may bo defined as experience tempered by
aspiration.” This is the standpoint of Secularism, so that
Mr. G. W. Foote is right after all. We beg to assure the
writer of “ Our Handbook,” who is said to be Mr. Nesbit,
that he ia a very good Secularist, whether he chooses to call
himself so or not.

From one point of view it matters a good deal “ whether
the Archbishop of Canterbury, Mr. G. W. Foote, General
Booth, or the Pope is right.” Mr. Foote believes in liberty
of thought and speech, while the three other gentlemen all
believe that heresy is a punishablo offence. Give either of
them the powor, and he would persecute all who differed
from him. Believing as they do in salvation by faith, and
the responsibility of man for his opinions as well as his
conduct, they would bo perfectly logical in their policy of
persecution.

The Sun says : “ We have endured the Woman'’s Bible-:
from Boston—but the thought of Holy Writ in the Kailyard
dialect is too utterly utter. Yet a Glasgow firm is starting
with a version of ‘ The Song of Solomon' in tho tongue of
Maclaren and Crockett. This specimen shows its terrors
‘Mony waters canna slocken luv, neither can the spates
droon it; gin a man wad gie a' the haudiu’s e’ liis hoose for
luv, they wad be athogither scorned.””

Some twenty years ago the Rev. Hately Waddell began
putting the Bible into “ the ancient Scots Doric.” He pub-
lished tho Psalms, but never got further, for it was found
that there were few Scotsmen left who could understand it-

“ Little Peter,” the child martyr, whoso death has just
been the subject of judicial investigation in Paris, had a
very bad time of it in this world, which is (of course)
under tho vigilant supervision of “ Providence.” Little
Peter’s father, who is a widower, lived with a woman named
Deshayes, and the pair between them made his life a hell-
At first the father had some tenderness for tho motherless
child, but under the influence of his she-devil of a paramour
he became a perfect devil himself. Little Peter, not seven
years old, wa3 beaten and kicked, prodded with a pointed
kitchen knife, burnt on tho flat of the hand, soused in
scalding water, seated on a hot stove, and made to bold
out a hammer until his arm was paralyzed with fatigue
Finally, he was wrapped up in an old shawl and deposited
in a quiet street, where he was discovered frozen, but jusl
able to say “ Father” and “ Mother.” He was taken to the
Hospital of the Child Jesus (O irony !), where he died in two
days. Happily, the he-dovil and the sho-devil who tortured
and murdered him are in the clutches of the law, and wu
doubtless pay the just penalty of their crime.

Is it really credible, we ask our Christian friends, that
“ Providence” allowed all those infamies to be inflicted 0
that poor little boy? If it did, then “ Providence” 13
devil.

The Rev. J. H. Wolfenden, of Yarmouth, has been giving
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a lecture against Agnosticism. It is fully reported in the
Yarmouth Independent, which, however, gives no word of

iue °PP°sition from Messrs. Keif, Headley, Forder, etc.,

though it made the rev. gentleman declare his disbelief in

(éterraal punishment and his dislike to the Athanasian
reed.

. Mr. Wolfenden seems to have been not very successful
M tackling Herbert Spencer; but there was one point in his
speech with which we can agree. He argued that, “ unless
Wb conceive of God as a person, there can be no such thing
as religion. We cannot worship a force ; we cannot pray to
alaw; we cannot re-construct our Psalms so as to have them
read: ‘The stream of tendency is my shepherd, | shall not
~NanV or ‘Out of the depths | cry to thee, 0 thou
unknowable,’ or * My soul bless the Eternal, not ourselves,
that makes for righteousness, and all that is within me
Mess his holy name.”” The only god worth having is one
who can help us. Once this god is resigned, a nebulous
unknowable isn't worth his salt. But it is a downcome to
nnd Mr. Wolfenden bringing his God down to Palestine

seeking after man.” This God is as contemptible as the
other is vague.

England is a Christian country, and a warder at Reading
].ffs°n has been dismissed for giving a few biscuits to a
“ tie boy, in a cell, who was crying for food. Freethinkers
would never send children to prison, to begin with; and
certainly they would never punish a man for feeding a
hungry child in any circumstances.

, It has been decided by the Mansion House Committee,
having control of the Princess of Wales's dinner-fund for
he poor on Jubilee Day, that the “ pauper feed” is to be
conducted on strictly teetotal lines. A glass of small beer,
Ten>is not to be thought of; and the offer of several pipes
Jj Port wine has been declined. Poor people mustn’'t have
heir morals corrupted. The port wine will be consumed
7 their “ betters,” who can drink it without ethical or
.P'ntual danger. If a pauper wants port, he must go to
c¢°'y communion and take his sip of the standard Blood of

Last Sunday at Hitchin the clergy, in full canonicals,
ttended by the choir, and preceded by a cross-bearer, made
“ tour of the cornfields and farmyards, and offered up
Payers for a blessing on the young crops. It would be
interesting to know whether the farmers expect any benefit
om this performance, and whether it will enable them to
set larger advances from their bankers.

» Moly Thursday of the Ascension, forty days after Easter,

ij? Holy Thursday of Corpus Christi, the fourth day after

tinifity Sunday, probably symbolize the same solar triumph ;

. *ofirst representing the ascension of the corn, the second

j« embodiment in bread, the body of Christ, born at
e™ Lehem, the place of bread.

The Church Times says: “ Ascension Day ought to be a
«eneral holiday. By civil as well as ecclesiastical law, it is
te as Hank Holidays are. In the face, however, of the
errible desecration of Good Friday, and the popular
it"rization of Whit Monday, it is doubtful whether

*°uld really tend to a more general religious observance

soonsion Day if we sought to get it recognised as a
h-neral holiday.’
n |‘:ver since the Pope’s letter on Anglican orders the once
as i"pL.ing Church Times has spoken out against the Pope
w )e.nind the ago. It now says: “ A good instance of the
tj y }a which the Roman Church suppresses free investiga-
tin'l las como 1° Land. The Holy Office has forbidden any
1578 Catholic to question the authenticity of passages in
the f elating to the ‘ three heavenly witnesses.” In
the *ace.°f all that textual criticism has discovered, all that
ev ancient MSS. when compared together have revealed,
Wit{7 Roman Catholic is henceforth required to accept,
Uk* °Uj Question, a passage which, to say the very least,
(jgt ®°st conservative of textual critics would not care to
retra | <"I%5 inveterate obstinacy, this wilful refusal to
Pati an open mind matters which only the most
c}J eUt study and scholarly research can determine, is a
Qaracteristic of the Roman Church.”

Oticabalter all, tho Church is astute in this matter. If it
imr? , ows that Scripture has been interpolated, and an
for,ortant doctrine like that of the Trinity backed up by a
(luedrD’ where will the end bel Thero are many other
b'Viri r’nabl® laasnkcs besidos 1John v. 7. The Church is
is‘L Kto stop tho letting out of waters; but, of course, she
tin. a 1i <an(l i8 like Mrs. Partington seeking to mop up
Atlantic Ocean.

thn .velvin has announced his intention of treating on
f°r rH'Ret of “ Tho Ago of the Earth as an Abode Fitted
Ite at the annual meeting of the members of the
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Victoria Institute, who will have their work cut out t°
reconcile it with their fetish book.

The Church Times is enraged because dissenters have been
asked to read the lessons in the thanksgiving service. It
says : “ To invite those who are perpetuating schism to act
as though in full communion with the Church is a practical
denial of the guilt of schism. Anything in worse taste,
regarded from within or without the Church, we cannot well
imagine. We can only attribute it to a desire to do some-
thing novel and striking, by way of making the Queen’s
great Jubilee different from other occasions of rejoicing.”
The Church wanted to have the monopoly in the show of
patronizing God.

A proof that we were justified in saying that some
Spiritists will back up any impostors is given by a letter
from Mr. Brian Hodgson to the Two Worlds. At a séance
at Manchester Mr. Craddock was caught almost nude playing
ghost outside the cabinet. Upon the facts being made
public he placed his case in the hands of Mr. B. Hodgson,
who exculpates him. Some of Mr. Hodgson’s statements
are very rich. Thus he says: “ A heat of from 90 to 100
degrees would account for the removal of clothing by the
guides—i.e., spirit guides.” As to his being caught, Mr.
Hodgson says this is nothing. What is done to tho spirit
reacts on the mejum. “ | have acase recorded in my journal
of a medium | am intimate with, in which, on the material-
ized hand being painted with analine dye and alight struck,
the dye was found on the hands of the medium, though
they had been secured for the experiment.” We believe you.

We notice, too, that the members of the South London
Spiritualist Mission strongly protest against the inaction of
the National Spiritualists’ Federation Executive in the case
of Mr. Thomas Wild, of Camberwell, who also was convicted
of imposture.

Another item from the Two Worlds. “1 was disgusted,”
writes an old Spiritualist, who attended a meeting recently
in London. “ The room was almost dark, and nothing but
fortune-telling went on, mixed with hymn-singing, opened
with prayer. This is called a spiritual meeting. It would
be surpassed in any gipsy-van for sixpence. | am sorry |
have lived to witness such proceedings in the name of
Spiritualism. | left at 9.20; | could stand it no longer, and
severai others left at the same time. | was very glad to
get away, and hope never to get into such a pickle again.”

“ General” Booth has been cast in damages at the Shore-
ditch County-court. The plaintiff, Mrs. Sams, let him a
certain house, No. 9 Clarenco-road, Clapton, for tho use of
one of his “ brigadiers” and his family - but the place had
been used for Brass Band services, ana reduced to a shock-
ing condition. Tho walls were broken, the paper torn off,
the kitchen grate ruined, and “ Army ” bills stuck all over
tho interior. Mr. Richards, the “ brigadier,” denied the
Brass Band services, and said the noise was made by his
three children, who were learning to play three different
brass instruments—which the magistrate considered worse
than a band. Mrs. Sams will be in no hurry to take another
Salvation Army tenant. _

It happens that Commander Booth-Tucker is also on trial
in Now York for keeping adisorderly house and disturbing
the residents near the Salvation Army headquarters by
maintaining a public nuisance. The court, it seems, was
kept in roars of laughter as the witnesses for the prosecution
described the ill-night meetings, and told how the Devil
was burned to the accompaniment of five discordant bands.
Sectarian prejudice is said to bo at the bottom of the
prosecution. _

An envelope comes addressed to us with “ The Message of
Jesus ” in large letters outside. Inside was a printed circular
addressed “ To the sons and daughters of men and women
upon earth called Christians.” It begins in the true
Nnzarene style, with tho words, “ Ye blind fools,” and
complains how Jesus is insulted by his worshippers. It
concludes : “ How ye mock me ! Mo ye entitle the Savior,
tho Christ, and yet me ye make use of to stagnate and
crush out the lives of men. Avaunt then !, if | am indeed
to be your Savior and regenerate you, with this man-
worship ; let me be understanded at last, and know yo
that ray message to you when on earth, and my message to
you even now, is that ye be neither idolaters not man-
worshippers.”

A note says : “ This is tho message of Jesus, which I, the
writer, am called upon to deliver, and | am called upon
to deliver it not because | am great or exceedingly good (for
| am of the least known of men, and am not quite without
sin), but because I, too, have tried to work for tho good of
the world, and have a spirit akin to that of all those who
have tried to benefit their fellows, and who have a desire
that their work shall continue ; and because | have some-
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times soared outside my own personality, and have felt
that, could 1 arise some centuries hence, nothing would be
more repugnant to me than to find myself being worshipped,
and that for which I worked ignored and set aside for this
worship of me.” The circular is obtainable from A. Bonner,
1, Took’s-court, price Id., post free.

“ A Socialist Schoolmaster” writes to the Weekly Times and
Echo on “ Religious Instruction in Elementary Schools.”
He says: “Much of it has an immoral tendency. | have
before me, as | write, a recently-issued diocesan syllabus
of religious instruction for use in elementary schools. In
the list of lessons on the Commandments the story of David
and Bathsheba is selected to elucidate the seventh. Now, it
is out of the question for any teacher to explain to a class
of boys or girls what is meant by adultery. Usually it is
explained away as the love of one man for another’s wife.
But this euphemistic explanation does not satisfy the average
child. 1 myself have been asked by a boy of twelve years
why God inflicted such a heavy punishment on David for
so light an offence—as it seemed to him. In most schools
it is the custom every morning to read passages from the
Bible. One day the thirty-seventh chapter of Genesis may
be read—a favorite chapter, | may add. The next morning
chapter thirty-eight is passed over in silence, unread, and
its existence ignored. Thus special attention is called to it
with its unsavory stories of Onan, Tamar, and Judah, and
the birth of Pharez and Zarah. | was recently told of a
case where a child went home and asked her father the
meaning of the dowry which Saul demanded of David on
marrying Michal.”

He continues : “ The story of the Creation, the Fall, the
Tower of Babel, and much else that is mere fable, are taught
as having actually occurred. Even when we get on to the
times of David and Saul, and later history of Israel, we are
but teaching secular history ; and surely school life is too
short to be spent on the remote history of another nation
when that of our own country is often crowded out of the
time-table. The child’s mind, too, is filled with the idea of
an anthropomorphic, jealous, bloodthirsty God, rejoicing in
the death and mutilation of men, and the dishonoring of
women. The next day the little ones are told of the infinite
love,and justice of God, ‘ who loves mercy and not sacrifice.’
But the most ridiculous part of the whole affair is the
diocesan examination. Imagine the Master himself asking
those little ones He blessed so lovingly such questions, and
receiving such answers, as these: How many gods are
there? There is one God. How many persons are there
in God? There are three persons in God. What do we
call this three in one 1 The Blessed Trinity. Who is the
first Person 1 And so on. Yet those are the identical ques-
tions the inspector led off with at the last inspection of the
Board-school in which I teach.”

Dr. Lyman Abbott’s organ, the Outlook, holds up Professor
Goldwin Smith as a sad but salutary example of the
infidelity fostered by an unspiritual theology. Professor
Goldwin Smith replies, in the New York Sun, that Dr.
Abbott “ has put Christianity on rollers,” and is moving it
about from one spot to another, where it is loss exposed to
danger from science.

At the Central Conference of American Rabbis, presided
over by Rabbi I. M. Wise, author of The Origin of Chris-
tianity, Professor Gotthard Deutsch read a parer on “ The
Theory of Oral Tradition,” in which he showed how little
real substratum there was for Jewish tradition when criti-
cally sifted. This applies as much to the Bible as to the
Talmud and other Rabbinical literature.

“ Infidelity” is not to have all its own way inside the
American Churches. There are ministers who still stand up
for the Bible, the whole Bible, and nothing but the Bible—
not even common sense. Dr. John Hall, whose income is
several thousands a year, says it is “ a poor policy to question
the word of God.” Rev. A. C. Dixon declares : “ Christ said
that Jonah was inside the whale for three days, and |
believe it.” Mr. Dixon does not even express pity for the
whale. That animal must have suffered a terriblo martyr-
dom, and all in the cause of orthodoxy ; yet no one suggests
that it will receive its reward in heaven. Asses go there,
but not whales.

“ My grandmother’s religion,” says Mr. Dixon, “is good
enough for me.” Evidently.

New York ministers are protesting against Moody*cam-
paign. They say he fills Carnegie Hall and empties their
churches all around. They invite him to go into the slums.
Moody will not accept the invitation. There are no
millionaires in the slums, and Moody can't live on con-
versions.

According to aclergyman who writes in the New York
Evening Post, the American market is glutted with minis-
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ters and would-be men of God. He says there never was
a time when a bright, clean, self-respecting, talented, and
absolutely fearless young man undertook a greater per-
sonal risk in committing himself to the restless sea of
ministerial supply and demand. There are so many
seminaries for turning out full-fledged theologians that a
good proportion are sure to turn anti-theologians, if only to
attract attention by their heresy.

According _to a Central News telegram, Mr. Richard
Scruggs, a millionaire philanthropist, has been arrested at
New York, with his private secretary, for smuggling. 1ti3
said that the smuggled articles, brought over from England,
consisted of jewellery, watches, and lace, to the value of
£3,000, and were “intended” as presents to Sunday-school
workers at St. Louis.

A despatch from Perry, Oklohama, tells of the ante-
mortem tribulations of the Rev. James Romine, Baptist
minister, of Jennings, who was tarred and feathered last
Friday night by some sheep of his flock, who did not
approve or his turning his sick wife out of doors and taking
in another woman. His preaching was all right, but a line
had to be drawn at his practice in carrying out the Old
Testament divorce law.

Gin Pon was banged for murder at Spokane, Washington,
on _May 1. He professed the Christian faith, and was
assisted to heaven from the gallows by two Christian
ministers. It was probably téo heavy a job for one.
Rev. C. 0. Brown, who had to leave his church at San
Francisco for lechery and perjury, has had a call to preach
the gospel at Chicago. The San Francisco Star says
that Brown’s character is so beastly that “ he would
profane a brothel.”

William Cowley, a farm laborer, aged sixty-six years,
committed suicide very strangely at Kingston-on-Thames-
He was discovered hanging inside the top of a chimney-
shaft sixty feet high. For seventeen days he had been in
that curious position, yet the body was remarkably sound)
probably owing to the smoke. When it dropped it would
have fallen into the furnace and been consumed. The poor
fellow had told his wife that he was condemned to bo burned,
and that the pit was ready for him. It seems to be another
case of religious madness. The jury returned a verdict of
temporary insanity. No doubt some of them believe in
hell; if so, they are insane to that extent, only their mad-
ness has not reached the acute stage.

The total value of Church property in New York city»
according to the Truthseeker, is 54,670,000 dollars, which 19
more than ten million pounds of English money. The value
of all the ecclesiastical property in the United States 19
800,000,000 dollars. Every bit of it is exempt from taxation-

The Crescent, referring to President Alfaro’s expulsion of
the priests from Ecuador, says : “ If Christian priests try to
upset the established government of a country professing
their_ own faith, how much more dangerous are they ia
Muslim countries, where they think they are doing »
meritorious and religious act by plotting against tho powers
that_be! Wo unhesitatingly declare it to bo our fi"in
conviction that the Christian missionaries wore at tho
bottom of all the troubles in Armenia.”

Is Talmage an Atheist1 Rabbi A. Moses, of Louisvil|°>
says he is. Here are his words : “ Tho irreverond Dr-
Talmage is an Atheist, though Sunday after Sunday n?
cuts capers in his pulpit, and calls himself the servant o*
God. The God of truth and justice is not in his hoarb
else he could not call a tyrant (the Czar) a benefactor of h*s
people.” We can understand the learned Rabbi not wishing
to include Talmage among his fellow Theists. But really
the Atheists cannot consent to have him at any price. Re
preaches for the deicolists, and they must stick to him.

Some time ago it was reported that the Princess Isabelle
de Bourbon had outraged her pious family by declaring
herself a Materialist. Now the lady is dead, there has boon
a dispute as to whether she should be buried by tho Ohurc,|>
or in accordance with her own wish, without any religi°u8
ceremony whatover.

The papers drew attention to “ aremarkable sceno” at S*
Alphega. Southwark, where some “ bond fide" working foj*
attended. Tho remarkable scene is, however, perhaps to
be explained by tho fact that a breakfast was announce»
for the occasion.

The Religious Tract Society boasts of having circulate
last year over sixty millions of publications, making a tot»
of 3,215,015,110 copies since the Society was started. 1
figures are large, but tho amount of influence is far fr°
proportionate.



May'30, 1897.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Ms. C. Watts's Lecturing Engagements.—May 30, Athenaeum
Hall, Tottenham Court-road. June G Leicester, Conference
of the N. S. S. ; 13, Bristol-street Board School, Birmingham ;
15, Aston; 16, Handsworth. August 15, New Brompton.—All
communications for Mr. Watts should bo sent to him (it a

. reply ig required, a stamped and addressed envelope must be
enclosed) at 81 Effra-road, Brixton, London, S.W.

Sydney Smith.—You will find a good deal of matter, with ample
references, in Mr. Footo’s pamphlet entitled A Virgin Mother
(price twopence). The “ three that bear witness” text was
settled for ever by Porson. It is admitted to be an interpola-
tion in the Revisod Version of the New Testament; and, of
course, an interpolation is a mild name for a forgery.

T- Martin.—See “ Sugar Plums.” We wish the Pontypridd
friends all success in their gallant enterprise.

Pinder (Leicester).—Thanks for the directions, which are
inserted in “ Sugar Plums.”

T- H.—(1) The lower the organism, of course, the less its
capacity for pain or pleasure; but it is nonsense to say that the
lower animals do not suffer because they do not foel as much as
the higher ones. There are vast differences in sontiency even
among men themselves. (2) When design is seen in the spider s

_web, the fly’'s side of the case is ignored,

k. Dixon.—Thanks. See “ Sugar Plums ”

Enquirer.—John Stuart Mill’'s overstrained, and even ridiculous,
eulogy of Josus Christ is thoroughly examined in Mr. Foote s
Pamphlet entitled What was Christl The eulogy occurs in Mill s
Essay on Theism, which he did not revise for publication. Any-
one who reads Professor Bain’s monograph on John Stuart Mill
Can see that he did not exactly know what he was writing about
ot>that occasion. He was very poorly read in Now Testament
criticism. This ronders his opinion of very little value, except
ho the Christian Evidence people, who live on the weak or care-
less admissions of eminent sceptics.
<Each.—Y our engagement list is inserted up to thoend of June.
Dates beyond that will be inserted in due course.

E. Gore.—Our opinion of Mohammed was given in our recent
articles on the Bible and the Koran. In his virtues and his
failings ho was a man—which is more than can be said of the
Jesus of the Four Gospels.

Benevolent Fund.—Miss E. M. Vance acknowledges
W. McLoan, 5s.
xi’ —Your postcard reaches us aswoaro going to press.
Much pleasod to hear that you aro re-elected on the Mile End
vestry, boing second on the poll. We are sure you will do
good work in any position. Glad to know also that the
Branch's open-air work is being carried on energetically.
*Brady, sending 10s., his monthly subscription to Mr. Foote s
Bocturo Schemo, hopes money is coming in freoly for such
uesorving entorpriso. No more is recoived than is publicly
acknowledged. It is quite inadequate to the work.
a*eiw Received.—Secular Thought —Blackpool Gazette—Sydney
Bullotin—Adult—Litorary Guido—Echo—Two Worlds—Wookly
limes—Progressive Thinker—Western Morning Nows—Boston
Investigator— Truthseekor— Liberty — Lucifor—Grosccnt—Ncw
York Public Opinion—Froidenker—Dor Arme Teufol.
4® National Secular Society's office is at No. 377 Strand
London, whore all lottors should bo addrossod to Miss Vance.
®iends who Bond us newspapers would enhanco the favor by
marking the passages to which they wish to call our attention.
eoturb Notices must roach 28 Stonecutter-street by firsb po:
luosday, or thoy will not bo inserted.
®ders for litoraturo should bo sont to Mr. R. Forder, 28 Stone
~cuttor-stroot, E.O.
nemg contrary to Post-office regulations bo announce on tho
"Tapper when tho subscription is duo, subscribers will receive
,28. numbor in a colored wrapper whon thoir subscription
piros.
¢ freethinker will bo forwardod, dlroct from tho publishing
in @ P°[] froo, at the following rates, prepaid :—One Yoar,
g Us—6d | Half Yoar, 5s. 3d. j Throe Months, 2s. 8d.
Of Advertisements.—Thirty words, Is. 6d.; evory suc-
°eding bon words, 6d. Displayed Advertisements:—One inch,

,8 6d.: half column, £1 2s. 6d.j column, £2 5s. Special terms
‘or repetitions.

How to Help Us.
(1) Getm,

y°ur nowsagonb to tako a few copios of tho Freethinker and
try to soil them, guaranteeing to tako tho copios that
(2) X 50main unsold.

ako an oxtra copy (or moro), and circulate it among your
(3) - kuffuaintancos.

Bouvo a copy of tho Freethinker now and then in the train, the
(4j j.. Car>or tho omnibus.
8Play, or gob displayed, ono of our contonts-Bheots, which aro
01 a convenient size for the purpose. Mr. Fordor will
() r.. ®nJ them on application,
“ tripute_somo.of our gReap tracts in your walks abroad, at
Public mootings, or among the audioncoa around stroot-
(8) a ®rner preachers.

0 your newsagent to exhibit the Freethinker In the window.
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SUGAR PLUM S.

Delegates and individual members attending the Whit-
Sunday Conference of the National Secular Society are
desired to observe the following directions on arriviug at
the Midland Station, Leicester. Going out of the station,
they should turn to the right and go down London-road as
far as the Clock Tower ; then turn sharp to the right again,
and go down Humberstone-gate until they reach the Secular
Hall, which is situated on the right side. The whole walk
from the station occupies barely ten minutes. Once at the
Secular Hall, visitors will find themselves in good hands,
and be directed to suitable lodgings, either at private
houses or at hotels, temperance or otherwise, as may be
desired. .

Mr. Charles Watts lectured last Sunday evening in the
Athenaeum Hall, Tottenham Court-road, upon “ The New
Religious Revival.” Mr. Bater occupied the chair. The
audience was not so large as usual, in consequence, no doubt,
of the exceedingly fine evening; but all present evidently
enjoyed the lecture, which was, we understand, one of Mr.
Watts's best. The applause was frequent and enthusiastic.

This evening (Sunday, May 30) Mr. Watts will again
lecture at the Athenaeum Hall, taking for his subject “ The
Jubilee and its Revelations.” This is an attractive topic
just now, and should secure a good audience.

Mr. Boorman reports that the New Brompton Secular-
school anniversary was a grand success, and the rendering
of the cantata, Daisy Dell, by the children delightful. Mr.
W. B. Thompson presented the prizes to the scholars, and
the members of the Reading Circle received certificates from
the Council of the National Home Reading Union.

The Pontypridd Branch means business. Mr. J. W. Cox
delivered an able and eloquent address for it last Sunday at
Porth, his subject being “ The God of Creation and the God
of the Bible.” A large open-air assembly gathered to hear
“ the infidel,” but they kept good order, and often cheered
his utterances. Several questions were asked, and satis-
factorily answered. The people wanted to know when the
next lecture might be expected. Tho Pontypridd friends
mean to work the whole of the Rhondda valleys, and aro
trying to obtain a hall for lectures by speakers from London.

Mr. A. B. Moss addressed large open-air meetings on
Sunday at Camberwell and Peckham Rye. In the evening
he lectured to a fair audience in the Camberwell Secular
Hall. A good day’s work now the sun is beginning to shine
in earnest. .

The Humanitarian League will issue in tho autumn the
third volume of its publications. It will contain six papers,
including “ Public Control of Hospitals,” by Harry Roberts ;
“ The Shadow of the Sword,” by G. W. Foote; “ What it
Costs to bo Vaccinated,” by Joseph Collinson; and “ The
Gallows and the Lash,” by Hypatia Bradlaugh-Bonner,
One of the early forthcoming pamphlets of the League will
bo on the English Game Laws.

Wo aro glad to see that the Humanitarian League is
taking up tne subject of the ill-treatment of horses in tho
streets of London. One of its suggested reforms s certainly
desirable. There ought to be fixed stopping-places on 'bus
and tram routes. It is shocking to see horses pulled up
sharply, sometimes while going up a hill, for a singlo penny
passenger, and then starting afresh with a terrible strain
on every part of their anatomy. Now and then you see a
thoughtless woman stopping the 'bus to get down only a
few yards from the spot whore someone else has just alighted.
We wish the Humanitarian League all success in its cam-
paign of mercy.

They are going to have Sunday music at Berwick-on-
Tweea. Tho Volunteer Artillery band offered to play on
the Ramparts on Sunday afternoon, and to tako up a
collection on behalf of local charities. Of course the offer
was opposed by tho Sabbatarians. One said it would help
to empty the churches, another thought it would draw
the children away from Sunday-school, and another waxed
eloquent over our good old friends, “ the thin end of tho
wedge ” and “ a Continental Sunday.” However, the Sabba-
tarians could only muster six at the voting, aid as there
were eleven on the other side, including the Mayor, the
Artillery Band will discourse sweet music on Sunday after-
noons. It is to be all “ sacred,” of course ; but other music
will no doubt follow in good time. Perhaps that speaker
was right, after all, about the thin end of the wedge. We
hope he was.

The Literary Guide makes a capital introduction to tho
advanced literature of the day. The June number, just.
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issued, reviews at length Dean Farrar's “ New Bible,
Professor Karl Pearson’s Chances of Death, C. Douglas’s
Ethics of John Stuart Mill, Jaeger on Problems of Nature,
and, what is probably the most notable book of the day,
the History of Intellectual Development, by J. B. Crozier.
Under the title of “ The Freethought Valhalla,” a kindly
notice is given of Mr. Wheeler's Biographical Dictionary of
Freethinkers, which is described as “a monument of labor
and research, and forms a most useful, indeed indispensable,
addition to the Rationalist's library.” There are, as usual
in the Literary Guide, a number of well-written “ Short
Notices,” and an account of “Rationalism in the Maga-

zines.”

M. Brisson’s speech, in which he publicly declared that
he would rather have no God than such an one as described
by Pere Ollivier in the famous Notre Dame sermon on the
Paris fire, has been placarded throughout France and given
general satisfaction.

Daylight, our bright Norwich contemporary, has a strong
article on Father Ollivier's brutal sermon on the Charity
Bazaar catastrophe in Paris. “ The placarding throughout
France of President Brisson's spirited and enlightened reply
will,” it says, “ do much to open the eyes even of the dullest
of the French people. It will discredit the black-coated
brigade generally, who arrogantly presume to speak with the
simulated voice of God.”

Judge Carpenter, at Detroit, Michigan, has given judg-
ment in favor of Conrad Pleiffer, who petitioned against the
“ Bible Readings ” in the public school which his son
attended. Counsel on the other side contended that it was
the duty of every School Board to teach the Christian
religion. Judge Carpenter's comment on this was as
follows : “ If this position i3 sound, not only should the
Bible be taught, but all other forms of Christian religious
instruction should be given in the schools. The Constitution
prohibits all religious teaching in the public schools, or it
prohibits none. The provisions against compelling a person
to pay taxes for the support of a teacher of religion either
forbids the proposed use of readings from the Bible, or it
forbids nothing. It seems to me clear that such teacher is
a teacher of religion towards whose support persons are
compelled to pay taxes, and therefore the Constitution in
explicit language forbids such proposed use.”

The Blackpool Gazette gives an account of an interview
with the Rev. W. Binns, the Unitarian pastor there. Mr.
Binns seems to be a very fair-minded man, and no doubt
his broad Unitarianism makes a decent “ feather-bed” for a
falling _Christian, as the elder Darwin said. Mr. Binns
makes it clear that he does not regard the Bible as peculiarly
inspired. He said : “We cannot be quite sure of what
Jesus Christ actually said. He wrote nothing Himself : in
this respect He was like Socrates. We only know what He
said from other people who have given imperfect reports ;
and many of these reports bear on the face of them the
evidence of unreality. As a matter of fact, you can prove
religion of many sorts out of the Bible. You can prove
Polytheism. You can prove Henotheism, as Max Miller
calls it. You can prove Dualism ; and you can prove
Unitarianism, which is a form of Monotheism. Indeed,
you can prove almost everything except Trinitarianism ;
and, so far as | have been able to see, no Biblical author
plainly asserts that.”

Ton years ago a Secular Society was for the first time
started at Silverton, Oregon. Now they have a paper of
their own, the Torch of Reason, and the number before us
gives a picture of the handsome Liberal—i.e., Freethought—
University which it is proposed to erect there, and for which
over a thousand dollars have already been pledged. Our
American friends are indeed go-a-head, and in this laudable
enterprise we wish them all success.

Freethoug'ht ». Theology.

Theology of the old stamp, so far from encouraging us to
love nature, teaches us that it is under a curse. It teaches
us to look upon the animal creation with shuddering dis-
gust ; upon the whole race of man outside our narrow sect
as delivered over to the Devil; and upon the laws of nature
at large as a temporary mechanism, in which we have been
caught, but from which we are to expect ajoyful deliverance.
It is science, not theology, which has changed all this ; it is
the Atheists, infidels, ana Rationalists, as they are kindly
called, who have taught us to take fresh interest in our poor
fellow denizens of the world, and not to despise them
because Almighty benevolence could not be expected to
admit them to heaven.—Leslie Stephen, “ Essays on Free-
thinking and Plain-speaking,” p. S5f
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SCIENCE AND IMAGINATION.

It is not uncommon for those who know very little or
nothing of science to put science and imagination in
opposition to each other, as though one were inconsistent
with the other. It is said of such a one, he is a man of
science; of another, he is a man of imagination. The fact
is, science and imagination are not only compatible, but
there can be no really great scientific man who is deficient
in imagination. Science does not consist merely in collect-
ing facts. It does not consist in enumerating things that
have been observed. It consists rather in the observation
and collection of facts, in their classification and the dis-
covery of the principles which underlie them. The popular
idea, that a man who brings together a basket of bones or
a box of shells is a scientist, is a very great error. The
man of science is the one who can distinguish between the
different bones, can put those of the same genera species
of variety together, and reconstruct the frame of the
creatures to which they belong. He is the one who can
take those shells, separate them, and describe the creatures
which live in them, and their relations with one another.
In the higher sense, the man of science is one who, fro©
the observation of facts, has the ability to arrange the©
in order and to explain their meaning, as Newton explained
the cause of the fall of the apple, when he, by the power of
imagination, conceived that the same force which brought
the apple to the ground was that which held the planets
in their orbits.

No great discovery is made without the use of the
imagination. It enables the man of science to think
beyond what has been actually discovered; then, by the
use of the scientific method, he can verify what he has
conceived as possible. Imagination is to the scientist what
tho lamp 3 on the cap of the miner; it onables him to soe
a little beyond his present position. Men like Humboldt.
Huxley, Tyndall, are those in whom imagination is strong
and vivid. Darwin and Wallace never could have dis-
covered the principle of natural selection without imagina-
tion to enable them to look beyond the popular theory, as
well as the scientific knowledge to soo that tho popular
theory was untenable. B. F. Underwood.

Anecdote of Thomas Paine.

One day Thomas Jefferson invited a number of choicO
friends to dinner. Almost at the last moment ho was dis-
tressed to find that ho inadvertently overlooked Tho©a®
Paine. lie at once dispatched a favorite servant in all
haste to Paine’s lodgings, with an emphatic apology for h©
neglect to send an invitation at the proper time, and an
urgent entreaty that he would overlook the fault, and co©°
at once to meet a party of congenial friends, adding that ©
would be a grief to himself and to them if the hero of two
hemispheres was not present at the dinner. Paine at once
began to make preparation to attend. ,

“ Will your honor allow me to assist you in getting ready >
the servant asked.

“ 1t is not necessary,” responded Paine; “ | shall bo ready
in a moment.”

“ 1 thought that perhaps I might brush your honors
coat.” persisted the servant. T

“ Oh,” said Paine, “if it is only my clothes you want, *
can put them in a bundlo for you, andf I can stay at ho©e-

The Futility of Prayer.

He is a lazy ingrate who asks another to do that‘which he
should perform with his own hands. Even a God should bj
exempt from constant teasing for personal favors. Ado
praises, telling him how good and great he is, smack of tl©
adulation of the courtier to his king, or the savage magnify'
ing the powers of his idol, hoping to gain favors by flattery-
The wise man who grasps the mighty problems of nature,
and is awed with wonder as he witnesses tho magnifie00
display of infinite power, will not cringe like a whipped d1_
in its presence, but, gazing aloft and around him, declare

1, too, am a product of that same unfathomablo Energy
which called the imperishable whole into being, and it ha
no need of my prayers or praises.”—Progressive Thinker.

Obituary.

| regret to have to notify the death of the son of
Harwood, the secretary of the Edmonton Branch ot
N.S.S. He died on tho 17th inst., and was_interred at
1Tottenham Cemetery, Mr. Colion officiating.—A»1
| WINSER.

J
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MARTHA AND MARY.

~ow.,* came to pass, as they went, that he entered into a
rtam village; and a certain woman named Martha received him
at herhouse. And she had a sister called Mary, which also sat
abJfIB 7e°t and heard his word. Bub Martha was cumbered
not  mu°h serving, and came to him and said, ‘ Lord, dost thou
fo6Ca\e my sister hath left me to serve alone? bid her, there-
i,.0 that she help me.” And Jesus answered and said unto her,
lartha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many
_In"a>hut one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good
P rti which shall not be taken away from her."”—Luke x. 38-42.

Nearly Beloved Sistren,—The scripture moveth us at
hndry times and in divers places to express indignation
a tts doctrines, and, in the case of the narrative before us,
though it is frequently extolled as a touching example of
6 beautiful teaching of our Divine Exemplar, | confess
see rather the slimy trail of the priest than the path of a
rue moral teacher. The picture rises before me. The
«mndering ex-carpenter and preacher, who, according to
js own account, had not where to lay his head, is hospit-
received by the good Martha into her home. She,
oxious for the credit of herhouse, and having no servants,
s ‘cumbored about much serving.” She knows wander-
ng preachers have good appetites, and possibly has to
uok and serve not only for Jesus, but also for his hungry
msciples.  She knows the work of a house, and of a hostess
yuhout servants. She has experienced, too, that, while
undering preachers may find many rich women to minister
their substance, a poor woman’'s work is never done.
nd there is her younger sister (for it is Martha’s house)
usemated by, and fascinating, the young teacher, sitting
/ uis feet, letting her hair fall on his knees, because
t rtful minx !) she knows how attractive are a girl's eyes
hen gazing upwards. She has always been petted and
F?ﬂut. Her good sister, though much needing her help,
W ot reprove her for idleness before company, She
ati =cons,Dt the guest. She thinks first of him, and
tributes to him a share in her own thoughtful regard,
hich he does not possess. For what does the divine
eacher answor ? Does he show any sympathy with her
°jl and care on his behalf? Not a jot. He ignores her
6®denial for his sake; rebukes her for being careful
«fFtroubled, and will not allow her idle sister to help.
«0 one thing needful is to loll and listen to him. | fancy
Bis but a priestly talo, and that no man over was so
de and mean as to act thus, or so arrogant as to declaro
at “a greater than Solomon is here and “ all that
j~cr tamo before mo were thieves and robbers or so
Usare as to say : “ Take, cat; this is my body and blood.”
Is but a story. Yet a story hath lessons, though they

r®not always those the writer intended,
f like this poor Martha, plain and rough though she be,
.spared to her plump and pleasant sister. It is such as
j 6 with toil-hardoned hands, anxious brow, and tear-
~ rr'Wed cheeks who, “ cumbered about with much serving”
J taking thought for the morrow, have made the world
Dving in by man. Mary is the girl to go to church
(.Itn when you know Martha is at homo preparing the
iruvel' ~ may Do very nico singing hymns with Mary
no parlor, but when I want a wifo to share my home |

i look for Martha in the Kkitchen,

lor v?the oxc°Hent foppery of the world that it cares moro
Woi 030 WD° Minister to its vanity than for those who
th® r*Or 'ts wolfare. | have seen it often, dear sistren,
aj .diligent and industrious person working from morn till
I ~*i fDat the idle ono may loll about and bo happy in

pef . aziness. And | havo seen, too, tho male admirer
en D0 potted ono, disparaging the workor, and
8%fOl}raging tho idler in hor idleness. But | havo never

ish 11 disgust, and the reiloction that, while such
nature, we shall over havo the many toiling for
Napoleon Bonaparte was a cruel “ man of destiny.” In

Jut r6 ho had less regard for human life than a tiger,
tec - ono trait which commands my respect. Ho
Sgr”~oised the utility of work, and tho importance of all that
tho needs of the world When a laden wnmiitt

do pi°n Ds DatD ho stepped aside, and made his officers
'howise. “ Respect tho burden, messieurs,” said
fiim® e°n’ /Do saying does him more credit than all his
eXan?ti erance8. ~esu8>ho incarnate God, the divine

With Q ”~oos n0* resPect <ho burden. He is a guest
2u* regard for tho household needs of his hostess.

1% his utterances there is not ono word in praise of
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industry. Even those who are performing the last sad
offices of respect for the departed must leave all to
follow him, and “ let the dead bury the dead.”

What, then, is the moral of the story 1 Evidently, my
dear sisters, it was intended for you. You are inyour
proper place when sitting at the feet of some religious
teacher. You must look after your own precious souls,
and not after the bodies of others. Worldly duties are
incompatible with the religious life, and those who love
the world have not the love of the Father in them. This
seems to be the intended moral; but the true one is far
different. It is that priests have in all ages taught what
suits their own purposes; that they have disparaged the
secular work of the world, and placed religion above
domestic duty. This gospel is better fitted for the
mendicant monks who first propagated it than for the

nineteenth century. Uncle Ben.

BRAZIL'S JOAN OF ARC.

A modern Joan of Arc has appeared in Brazil. About a
couple of months ago, while the inhabitants of a small
village near Bom Jardin were assembled for public worship,
they were startled by a piercing shriek. A naif-breed girl,
young and good-looking, was found to be writhing on the
ground in agony. When she recovered she said she had
seen a vision from heaven. A dim figure had appeared before
her, and had commanded her to lead the people against the
enemies of the Church. The worshippers became greatly
excited. The priests tried to calm them, and maintained
that the girl was suffering from a hallucination. They said
that the girl had been preparing to enter a convent, and
that constant praying had unsettled her mind.

What happened after that reads like a page from the
history of the Middle Age3. The next morning the towns-
people gathered at the house of Maria and prayed. Their
prayers took the form of wild invocations to the Deity to
destroy the enemies of tho Church. Soon the worshippers
had prayed themselves into a state of frenzy, and then it
was suggested that Maria Barbosa lead them on to the town
of Bom Jardin. A shout of delight hailed this idea. The
girl, seizing a crucifix, held it aloft, and called on all who
loved the Church to follow her. A moment more and 800
frantic men and women, with this young amazon at their
head, were moving rapidly along the road.

Maria spends much of her time in fasting and prayer, and
is said to have had a number of visions pointing to the
overthrow of the Republic and her own triumphant entry
into Itio Janeiro as the deliverer and champion of the
Church. She is believed to be preparing for the role of a
Joan of Arc, and the authorities regard her as one of the
most dangerous figures in the fanatical insurrection. Several
weeks ago an expedition started for Carinhenha to surprise
and capture her, but it has not made much progress owing
to tho disturbed condition of the country. Meantime
every effort is being made to prevent the insurrection from
spreading.

— Westminster Gazette.

QUATRAINS.

PESSIMIST AND OPTIMIST.
T his one sits shivering in Fortune’s smile,
Taking his joy with bated, doubtful breath.
This other, gnawed by hunger, all the.while
Laughs in the teeth of Death.

MASKS.
Black Tragedy lets slip her grim disguise,
And shows you laughing lips and roguish eyes ;
But when, unmasked, gay Comedy appears,
'Tis ten toone you find the girl in tears.

COQUETTE.
Or light or dark, or short or tall,
She sets a springe to snare them all;
All one to her—above her fan
She'd make sweet eyes at Caliban.

EPITAPHS.

Honest lago ! When his breath was lied

Doubtless these words were carven at his head
Such lying epitaphs arc like a rose

That in unlovely earth takes root and grows.

FAME.

Of all the thousand verses you have writ,

If Time spare none, you will not care at all;
If Time spare one, you will not know of it:

Nor shame nor fame can scale a churchyard wall.

Thomas Bailey Aldrich.
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JEWISH HISTORY RECONSTRUCTED.

A 1though early Roman or early Maori history may be safely
set down as mythical, it must be allowed that the legends
cast some light on the facts of historical evolution. So with
the Bible. Its early heroes are probably all fabulous, yet
they nonetheless throw light on facts. Lost history cannot
be recovered save by the discovery of historical monuments ;
but plausible suggestions may be thrown out as to what was
the basis of the old traditions.

As an illustration, take the story of Cain and Abel. Itis
consonant with what we know of other Semitic peoples
that these names represent eponymous ancestors of different
tribes; the one having attained to the animal totem stage,
while the other remained plant totemists. The natural advan-
tages of the former would find itself expressed by the state-
ment that God preferred the offering of the former, while the
wandering character of nomads and marauders would lead
settled peoples to regard them as fugitives from justice.
The story of Noah and the Flood, too, though ridiculous in
its details, may point to some catastrophic inundation
which enabled only a boat-owner to escape. The story of
Abraham may point to the original Chaldean home of the
Palestinian tribes, and the incident of the substitution of
the ram for Isaac to a time when animal sacrifices took the
placeof human ones. The story of Agar and Ishmael indicates
a knowledge that the Bedouin Arabs were of the same stock
as the settled Beni Israel. Of course, the Arabic tradition
makes Ishmael the first-born also legitimate. In the tale of
the marriage of lIsaac with Rebekah perhaps we may
trace the amity and alliance of Judea and Syria ; while the
story of Jacob and Esau expresses how the warlike hair-
clad hunters of Edom were supplanted by the superior
mental resource of the settled Jews. The story of Joseph
may be taken as a mythical explanation of the falling of the
tribes under the sway of Egypt, whom we know, from the Tell-
-el-Armana tablets, ruled in Palestine, and who probably took
some captives to Egypt. Their delivery from bondage and the
conquest of Palestine are summed up in the stories of Moses
and Joshua; but the amount of historical truth connected
with these heroes is largely conjectural. To Moses has been
applied an ancient story told of Sargon of Babylon, and a
code of laws which could never have been promulgated while
wandering in a wilderness, but are evidently the outcome of
a well-defined priestly organization. From the books of
Samuel onward we seem to be dealing with something like
real history, though the wealth of David and Solomon and
the powers of Israel and Judah have doubtless been largely
exaggerated. The whole stories probably did not appear in
anything like their present shape until after the return of
the Jews from the Babylonian captivity.

The only external references to Jewish history point to
them as ever but tributary tribes under Egypt, Assyria,
Persia, Macedon, Syria, or Rome. From the position
Palestine occupies as the key to the Mediterranean and the
road between Africa and Asia, it never could have been
long a truly independent kingdom, in face of the vast
monarchies above mentioned. It is doubtful whether the
Israelites were in Palestine at the time of the Tell-el-Amarna
tablets in the fifteenth century B.c. But even in the tenth
century, shortly after the alleged glories of Solomon,
Sheshonk, King of Egypt, was master of Israel, Moab, and
Edom. From the time of Shalmaneser Il. Assyria becomes
sovereign over Palestine. During Egyptian bondage the
tribes of Israel showed some independence, and Joseph was
looked up to as their ancestor. Under Assyrian rule the
Southern tribes of Judah, as furthest from the seat of govern-
ment, showed signs of self-rule, and the brigand David, of
Judah, became the national hero. The Messiah, who was to
deliver them from foreign yoke, was to bo a son of David.
But from Azariah to Ahaz tribute was paid to Assyria, and
Jerusalem was captured by Sargon. Hezekiah, though
sheltering under Egypt, was subdued by Sennacherib, and
Manasseh paid tribute to Assurbanipal. It was in the
attempt to preserve the integrity of their kingdom and of
their religion that the reformers arose known as prophets.
Their personal utterances were influential, but Judaism
lacked organization. This was gained when the narrow
limits of independent territory comprised but fifty miles
around Jerusalem. The Levites, hitherto scattered at local
shrines, were made a distinct class of attendants at the
temple, and in the time of Josiali wo find the ancient rites
completely expelled by the Jahvists, and a Book of the
Law found, ascribed to Moses, and fervent in its denuncia-
tions of idolatry. But it was not long before Nebuchad-
nezzar overran the country, and carried the king, with his
chief officers and men, captive to Babylon. Here their
thoughts were still on Zion, and when Cyrus was master at
Babylon a prophecy was found and ascribed to old Isaiah,
that he, the Lord’'s anointed, should restore the Jews to
their own land. The prophecy fulfilled its purpose. The
Jews returned (550 B.c. to 458 B.c.). The break-up of
Babylon, followed by that of Lydia and the rise of Macedon
and Rome, was a time of intellectual ferment. Great teachers
arose; Pythagoras in Greece, Buddha in India, Laotse and
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Confucius in far-off China. Ezra and Nehemiah promul-
gated the law, and the scribes became a power in the land.
At first only the Torah was considered sacred, as we can see
from it alone being accepted by the Samaritans, who built a
rival temple and kept up ancient sacred rites on Mount
Gerizim. As Persia fell before Alexandria, Palestine became
subject first to Macedonian rule, then to the Greek Pcolemie3
established in Egypt, and then under Seleucus IV., passing
under Syrian sway.

The attempt of Antiochus Epiphanes to crush the nation
evoked the denunciations of pseudo-Daniel, and the Macca-
bean struggle ensued, which brought a temporary indepen-
dence. But quarrels arose eventually. Pompey stepped n»
making Hyrcanus high priest. Antony crucified Antigonus.
the last king of the Jews, and Herod took his place. Herod
built the third temple, and did much to improve tre
country, only to be hated as a usurper. His son, Archelaus,
was deposed by Augustus, and Judea became part of »
Roman province, with Syria, its procurator, residing not at
Jerusalem, but at Cresarea. @~ Many vain attempts wel®
made to throw off the Roman yoke, first by Judas, a Messian
of Galilee, then by Tbeudas and others. Prophets arose
predicting woe, and calling for repentance, for the kingdom
of heaven was at hand. Finally, after revolt on revolt,
Jerusalem was taken by Titus, and the temple burned to
the ground on August 10, 70 a.d.

In two generations the Jews gathered up strength for
for one more heroic conflict, led by the Messiah, Bar Cochcto,
the Son of a Star. Again they were hopelessly crushed)
shattered, and scattered. But the Jews’ sufferings were not
yet over. Meantime a new spirit had arisen.  Greek
culture, Roman dominion, and the spread of Buddbis®
westward had taught some lessons. A party of reformer3
arose, declaring that the Messiah’s kingdom was not of thij
world, that the Christ taught peace and submission, and
that he himself had been a sufferer. As the later Isaiah had
said of Israel, “ He was wounded for our transgressions, and
bruised for our iniquities.” These followers of the sufferirg
Messiah made the Jews endure more than all their other
oppressors put together. L ucianus.

BOOK CHAT.

The Book of the Secrets of Enoch is an apocryphal worE
hitherto unknown to Christian Europe save in Ro0s5?!
having been preserved in Slavonic, as its companion, 1?
Book of Enoch, had been preserved in its entirety only 1
Ethiopic, in which it remained till the time of Archbishop
Lawrence. Mr. It. H. Charles, who some few years s\W®
brought out a new edition of the Abyssinian book, no >
with the assistance of Mr. Morfil, who translates theSlavoB
toxt, has made the Russian work accessible. It appears m
have been written in Greek, certain portions being found >
Hebreworiginals. Some striking similarities to the 1anguafi
of the New Testament are found, as, for instance: “ In
world to come there are many mansions prepared for ng >
good for the pood, evil for the evil” (Ixi. 2). Mr. Char*
thinks the original must be referred to tho pro-Chris® |,
period, for the portions which have a Hebrew backgroim
are found quoted in The Testament of the Twelve Ratriarc:-
* * #

Quaritch, the publisher of Major-Gonoral Forlong’s gre .
work on ancient religions entitled Rivers of Life, announc
a new work of great learning and research by the same
known Orientalist. It is entitled Short Studies in the Sc#*.,g
of Comparative Religions, and will deal mainly with *
Asiatic ones, Jainism and Buddhism, Trans-Indian rehg®j
Zoroastrianism, Brahmanism and Hinduism, Lao-tse ®
Taoism, Confucius and his Faith, the Elohisin of j
Hebrews, the Jahveh of the Hebrews, Islam and the Sacry
Books of the West. The volume closes with an anthoWwj»
of short texts of Faiths and Philosophies, culled from
various religions.

Tho Athenaeum (May 22) publishes some notes by Cole®”
on Bpinoza, in which he says that “ never has a great
been so hardly and inequitably treated by posterity 1
Spinoza.”

Andrew Lang, whose learning has a strong tinge of sup®*
stition, as was evinced by his Cock-lane and Common . t,
is putting out a new Book of Dreams and Ghosts, in 'V'1 j
he pretends to re-examine tho evidence. But dreams
ghosts are like witches, there will be always plenty }
evidence for them among believers. Belioving is seeing»
much as seeing believing.

* * j
Dr. M. Friedlander, of Menna, has published a wor »
Das Judenthum in der vorchristlichen Griechischen ", m

(“ Judaism in tho Pre-Christian Greek World ")—in.'
he shows that the Jews of tho dispersion, both in their
servatism and in their liberalism, anticipated much of C
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lanity. In the Petrine and Pauline schools we find the two
epresentatives of a conservative Jewish Christianity and a
p .®al Christianity. This was known before, but Dr.
Tn] _M7er presents a large array of justificatory evidence.
Meed, the unpolito statement ascribed to Jesus, “ Woe
tn ° ?ou’ scribea and Pharisees, for ye compass sea and land
t* n one Proselyte, and when he is made ye make him
o-fold more the child of hell than yourselves,” is sufficient
ndence of a movement for enlarging Judaism in pre-
uristian times. This saying of the Master, by the way, is
owpeculiarly applicable to those who seek to convert the
. 'vs to Christianity ; for a shadier lot than the converts
weuld be hard to find.
According to the author of 'Twixt Greek and Turk, the
ht ans °i Eastern Europe are animated by mutual
y red and jealousy. The Bulgar's most bitter denuncia-
WIS are reserved for the Greek, and the Greek expresses
equal heartiness his hatred of the Bulgar—* both
wte@lrJg that even Turkish rule is less intolerable than
r?. ? be that of the accursed rival.” Their animosities are
ti o°Waa well as political. The Greek priesthood detest
U? vyfarian National Church. “ Greek priests are forced
P°n Bulgarian villages, Greek schools are multiplied all
t o 6country, and the Zaptieh's aid isenlisted in order
compel the attendance of Bulgarian children who are

reffuired to swell Panhellenic statistics.”
titl r*~badstone has published through Murray, under the
for Soliloquium and Postscript, his appeal to the Pope
di a Yeedict on the validity of the Anglican orders, and his
satisfaction with the answer received. He now says that
jyi pontificate of Leo XII11. takes its place with that of Pius
Yle' In the list of reactionary Pontificates. Of the Papal Bulls
-says : “ Glorification of the Roman See and its preroga-
u 6s touching complaints of the blindness and deadness of
n n,cIP( to its attractions, assurances of the gushing tender-
with which each successive Pontiff yearns for the day
coiba We are to prostrate ourselves at his feet; all these, of
shof6 untainted by the smallest admission of any error or
N rtc°ming on the side of Rome itself, we have had in
kin 1 ance >but of appreciation, which need not bo the less
,y because justly guarded, of this I have seen never a

rd- But what elsg did hg expect 1

toaae b.scovery in a mound in the Far West of an Aztec

of ou-cr'Pt> which is now deposited in the State University

deat °’ rem*nds us that the Spanish Priests at the Conquest

Jav j°ye(l all the art and literature of the people they could

obs °n, thus leaving a most interesting faith in great

p xurity. In a similar spirit Christianity acted towards
8an antiquity, so far as it was able.

nt N . .
iou 6”received the first number of The Adult,amonthly
for “ k' Pr*e twopence, issued by the Legitimation League,
With advancemenfc of freedom in sexual relationships.”
Sor.b the “free love” part of its propaganda we have no
tut sympathy, but those from whom wo differ are as
Wb i,enkitled to a hearing, if they can obtain it, as wo are.
thos kefore mention fbis publication for the benefit of
the: Wh° aro interested in such matters. The question of
w legitimation of illegitimate children does not seem to
atte° 5ImPle as  seems to the Legitimation League. More
tion?, ?n to details is necessary on the part of well-inten-
ed innovators.

Nevm ?y’vla HiU has made a translation of Diderot's Le
'bjbrivr a French classic of which Carlyle and
°the " orl°y bave spoken highly. Jacques le Fataliste, and
Unul "'prks of the great French Freethinker, still remain

atranslated.

CORRESPONDENCE.

GOD AND THE QUEEN.

TO THE EDITOR OF “ TIHIE FREETHINKER.”

“ A present deity they shout around.”
g —Dryden, Alexander’s Feast.

Ha'r~According to my reading, there seems in early days
The .n but little difference between kings and gods.
follo/'Hfc of a chieftain, who had successfully led his
°Ver If battle, was supposed even after death to preside
taader Is. tribe and help them on to victory. Veneration for

Jj.m times of war is essential to success. Even at the
of
iyour

S53P through Arabia, “ was ask*ed of an Arab. ‘It was
Rovern’ answered the man, naming a powerful provincial
death °{ those lands, lately deceased; ‘but, since his
~Otnsnt; £ead.V do not know who is god at this present

No doubt her most gracious Majesty Queen
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Victoria is the present deity of a number of folk, exactly as
the Czaris in Russia. It is to be hoped her worship will not
involve a holocaust like that at the coronation of the Czar
at Moscow. Many of the utterances of William of Germany
show that he confounds himself with the deity, and a like
mistake might conceivably happen with his grandmother.

There is a sect in India who regard the elderly Empress
as the supreme God, and address their hymns, praises,
prostrations, and prayers solely to her image. This sect
seems spreading in England and the Colonies. If we include
all who are anxious to have as many copies as possible of
her beauteous image—in gold, the sect will be as numerous
and devout as any on earth. By the earthly deity bestow-
ing some little patronage on the heavenly one, their wor-
shippers may be able to distinguish between them, neither
confounding the persons nor dividing their substance. God
has done so much for our multi-millionairess Queen that she
can hardly do less than offer him some little snow in return.
She has done nothing that | know of for science, literature,
art, or humanity, but is bound to do alittle for religion.

The Queen and God may easily be mistaken. They are
much alike in many things. Both have condescended long
to reign over us, and they are each mightily extolled for
qualities of which it is difficult to obtain evidence. They
are both very much advertised, yet are rather symbols than
realities. The time when monarchs and gods were actual is
almost over. Yet a cult continues round these idols which
is cultivated by interested persons. Both God and Queen
are figure-heads of shows at which the performers draw
large salaries. Both are fountain-heads of corruption
upon which their ministers batten. Every sinecurist can
point to God and Queen as example. The Queen and God
alike awaken compassion, in that they are constantly flat-
tered on the score of qualities they don’t possess, by folk
who utilize them for their own aggrandisement. There's
such divinity doth hedge a queen that she cannot be placed
on the same pedestal with common humanity. She is a
blue-blooded idol. Incense is offered to her from all
pulpits, and nearly all the papers in the land. It is a
pregnant saying that man makes his god in his own image.
And it is no less true that the worshipper tends to become
like that he worships. The childlike love of tinsel, show,
and fuss in all this “ Jubilee” business is almost pathetic in
its imbecility. It is instructive, too, to note how greed, gas,
and gaping combine in the cultus.

Some slight differences between God and the Queen are
to the benefit of the latter. The Queen is usually invisible,
but God is so always. The Queen shows herself but
rarely; God never. Her Majesty now and then displays
her royal bounty by sending three golden images of her-
self to some poor woman cursed with triplets. Rut God
Almighty does nothing, or sends the mouths to one house
and the meat to another. The Queen will not abdicate,
despite age and infirmities ; neither will the Deity. Yetdoth
his only-begotten Son manage to crib most of the prayers
and the praises.

I have nothing to say against Her Majesty personally ; as
a sovereign she is doubtless up to a decent average, but |
question if she is worth her cost. Tho Deity, too, | hear, has
none of those terrific traits with which he was credited in

the past. He no longer sends one to heaven and ten to
hell, “ all for his glory,” as in days of yore. As gods go,
he is getting up to a decent average. None the less, I

question if ho is worth his keop. If both God and
Queen resolved themselves into thin air, they never would
be missed by J. A. Naigeon.

PROFANE JOKES.

Fuddy—* Things appear to be protty dull in your church
society. No socials and no ovening meetings, and on Sun-
day there is hardly a handful present.” Duddy—* 1 know
it. Tho fact is, since we got our church debt paid off, there
has seemed nothing worth struggling for.”

“ Next Sunday, brethren,” said the Rev. Mr. Goodman,
beaming benovolently upon his assembled flock, “ 1 shall
preach a sermon upon the evidences of Christianity, and |
sincerely hope that one of those evidences will be a full
house, whether it rains or not.”

Nurse (to moribund patient)—“ Why won't you take the
brandy the doctor ordered ? Surely you can lay aside your
teetotal scruples at such a time as this.” Patient (to parson
—faintly)—" Do you think tho angels 'll smell it in my
breath V

Warden—* So you got rid of your pastor 77 Elder—" Yes;
he was a good man, but he was too dry in his preaching—
always giving us a history of the Jows. But we don't like
our new pastor very much, either.” Warden—* What's tho
matter with him?" Elder—* Well, he preaches with tears
in his voice all tho time.” Warden—" | see. The old pastor
was too historical, and the new one is too hysterical.”
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ETC,

Notices of Lecture», etc., must reach us by first post on Tuesday, and
be marked “ Lecture Notice,” if not seni on post-card.]

LONDON.

The Athen.eum Hall (73 Tottenham Oourt-road, W .):
C. Watts, “ The Jubilee and its Revelations.”

Bradlaugh Club and Institute (36 Newington Green-road, Ball's
Pond): 7.15, R. Forder, “ Christian Persecutions”— preceded by vocal
and instrumental music. May 29, at 8.30, Grand Smoking Concert.
June 2, at 8.30, Dance.

Camberwell (North Camberwell Hall, 61 New Church-road) : 7.30,
H. P. Ward, “ Jesus the Infidel.”

Fast London Ethical Society (Libra-road, Old Ford) : 7.30, Miss
Zona Yallance, “ Woman’s Responsibilities.”

South London Ethical Society, Surrey Masonic Hall, Camberwell
New-road : 11.15, Sunday School— F. J. Gould, “ Habits 7, Dr. Stanton
Ooit, “ Religion and the Masses.”

West London Ethical Society (Kensington Town Hal!): 11.15,
Dr. Stanton Coit, “ Religion and the Masses.”

7.30,

Open-Air Propaganda.

Camberwell (Station-road): 11.30, H. P. Ward,
dences : Where are They ?”

Camberwell Branch (Peckham Rye): 3.15 H. P. Ward, “What
will you Give us in Place of Christianity ?”

Clbrkenwell Green (Finsbury Branch) :
Futility of Christianity.”

Edmonton (Angel-road): 7, A. B. Moss, “ The Mistakes of Moses.”

Finsbury Park (near band-stand)—Finsbury Park Branch: 3.15,
Harry Snell, “ Education and Religion.”

Hammersmith (The Grove, near S.W.R. station): 7, Stanley Jones.

Harrow-road (corner of Walterton-road) : 3.30, Stanley Jones.

Hyde Park (near Marble Arch): 11.30, Lucretius Keen; 3.30, A.
Thomas, “ Evolution of Christianity.”

Kilburn (High-road, corner of Victoria-road): 7, A lecture.

Kinosland (Ridley-road, near Dalston Junction): 11.30, H. Snell.

Limehouse (Triangle, Salmon’s lane): 11.30, S. Jones ; 7, O. Cohen.

Mile End Waste: 11.30, E. Pack; 7, W. J. Ramsey. June 2, at §,
O. Cohen.

Wood Green (Jolly Butohers’ Hill): 11.30, O. Cohen, “ The Case
Against Christianity.”

Victoria Park (near the fountain): 3.15, O. Cohen.

“ Christian Evi-

11.30, W. Heaford, “ The

COUNTRY.

Barnsley (Black-a-moor Head Hotel): 1, Business meeting.

Birmingham (Bristol-street Board School): 7,S. Armfield,“ Paradise,
Heaven, and Hades.”

Bristol Branch (7 Cottage-place, Montague-hill):
Treasure, “ Biichner.”

Chatham Secular Hall (Queen’s-road, New Bromptcn): 7, Enter-
tainment ; 8.15, Rev. G. Hitchcock,” The Forces that Tend for Socialism.”

Derby (Pollicott’s Dining Rooms, Market-place) : 7, A reading.

Leeds (Crampton’s Hotel, Briggate): 7, Entertainment, etc., by Mr.
Rogers.

Liverpool (Oddfellows’ Hall, St. Anne-street): 7, Mr. Ross,
Bible and the Child.”

Manchester 8eoular Hall (Rusholme-road, All Saints): 6.30,
Grsevz Fisher, “ Nationalization of the Land Inconsistent with Freedom.”

Newcastle-on-Tyne : Members are requested to meet the Secretary
at Lockhart’'s Café, Newbridge-street, on Monday, May 31, at 8 p.m.,
first floor upstairs.

Pontypridd (28 Middle-street,
evening. Discussion invited.

P lymouth (Democratic Club, Whimple-street): 7,Business meeting.

Sheffield Secular Society (Hall of Science, Rockingham-street):
Members’ and friends’ excursion. Meet in front of Victoria Station
at 9.45, and leave by train at 9.65 for Birdwell, thence walk round by
Wentworth, etc., to Mr. Booker’s, Harrold’e Croft, Greasbro’, for tea,
and home by train, leaving Kilnhurst (M.S.L.) at 7.57. Return fare Is.

South Shields (Captain Duncan’s Navigation School, King-street):
7, N. S. S. Conference Agenda.

7, J. Watts

“ The

Trallwn): Meetings every Sunday

Open-Air Propaganda.
Barnsley (May Day Green): W. Dyson— 11, “ Bible Morality ” ; 6.30,
“The Truth about the Transvaal.”

Lecturers’ Engagements.

0. Cohen, 12 Merchant-street, Bow-road, London.—May 30, m., Wood
Green; a., Victoria Park. June 6, Leicester N. S. S. Conference. 13,
m., Mile End ; a., Victoria Park ; e., Edmonton.

A. B. Moss, 44 Oredon-road, London, S.K.—May 30, e., Edmonton.
June 6, m., Hyde Park ; a., Harrow-road; e., Hammersmith. 13, m,,
Camberwell; a., Peckham Rye. 27, m., Wood Green; e.,, Edmonton.

H. P. Ward, 9 Leighton-crescent, Leighton-road,:N.W.—May 30, m.,
Camberwell; a., Peckham Rye ; e.,, Camberwell Hall.

J. Fagan, 48 Popham-road, New North-road, London, N.—June 13,
a., Harrow; e, Kilburn. July 11,e, Hammersmith. 18, m., Hyde Park.
August 8, a., Harrow ; e, Kilburn. September 19, e., Hammersmith.
26, m., Hyde Park.

J. T. Thurlow, 350 Old Ford-road, London, E.—July 4, Mile End
Waste ; e, Edmonton. September 5, Limehouse.

Milo End.

E. Pack, 90 Camden-atreet-Camden-road, N.W .— May 30,
20,

June 6, m., Limehouse ; a, Finsbury Park ; e., Clerkenwell Green.
m., Camberwell; a., Peckham Rye. 27, m., Limehouse.

Somerset House).— TEETH on VULCANITE, 2s. 6d. each; upper
ower set, £1. Best Quality, 4s. each; upper or lower, £2. Completed
in four hours when required; repairing or alterations in two hours
If yon pay more than the above, they are fancy charges. Teeth on
tinum, 7« 5d. each ; on 18 ct. gold. 16s.; stopping, 2s. 6d.; extraction,

I .; painless by ga*, fc.

STANTON, the People’s Dentist, 335 Strand (opposite
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POSITIVISM

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.—Church of Humanity, St

Mary’s-place. Service and Discourse every Sunday evening at 7.

SUNDERLAND.—Church of Humanity, 23 Blandford-

street. Service and discourse every Sunday afternoon at 3.15.

WEST HARTLEPOOL.—Druids’ Hall, Tower-street.
Meeting for inquirers, conducted by Mr. Malcolm Quin, first Wednesday
of every month at 7.30.

Information and literature may be obtained from Mr. Malcolm Q?}*
Church of Humanity, Newcastle-on-Tyne, who will be willing to consider
applications to deliver lectures on Positivism gratuitously and without
expense, where such lectures may be desired.

THE BEST BOOK

ON NEO-MALTHUSIANISM IS, | BELIBV*,

TRUE MORALITY, or THE THEORY AMP
PRACTICE OF NEO-MALTHUSIANISM.

By J. R. HOLHSS, M.M.L.,, M.V.S., M.N.S.S.
ISO pages, with portrait and autograph, bound in tiolh, gilt lettered.
Price It., post free.
In order to bring the information within the reach of the poor 4%

maost important parts of the book are issued in a pamphlet of 112p»?y
at one penny, post tee» 2d Copies of the pamphlet for distribution I*

s dozen post free. s

The National Reformer of 4th September, 1892, aaye : ‘Mr Holn)*»
.»mphlet is an almost unexceptionable statement of the
Malthnaian theory and practice . . . and throughout appeals to
(nsling. mme« The special value of Mr. Holmes’ service to the
Malthusian cause and to unman well-being generally is just his conm'j
nation in his pamphlet of a plain statement of the physical and m°rL
need for family limitation with a plain account of the means by which
can be secured, and an offer to all concerned of the requisites

lowest possible prices.” s
The Council of the Malthusian League, Dr. Drysdale, Dr. Allbut«,»n

others, have also spoken of it in very high terms. _c
The Trade supplied by R. Forder, 28 ;Stonecutter-street, London »%

Other orders shonld be sent to the anthoi,

J. R. HOLMES, HANNEY, WANTAGE, BERKS.

W. J. Rendell's “Wife's Friend”

Recommended by Mrs. Besaat in Law of Population, p. 32, and
Allbutt in Wife's Handbook, p. 51. Made only at No. 15 Chadwe
street, Olerkenwell; 2s. per doz., post free (reduction in
quantities). For particulars send stamped envelope.

IMPORTANT CAUTION.

Beware of useless imitations substituted by tome dealers and Cherni®4’»
the words “ Rendell & Co. ” and “ J. W. Rendall,” eto., being Specious |
and plausibly introduced to deceive the public.

Look foe Autograph Registered Trade Mark.

in Red I nk on each Box, without which None are GenuiS*

Higginson’s Syringe, with Vertical and Reverse Current, 8s. 6d.,
and 6s. 6d. Dr. Palfrey’'s Powder, Is. 2d. Quinine Compound,
Dr. Allbutt’s Quinine Powders, 8s. per doz. All prices poa. fr«e.

W.J. RENDELL, 15 Cbadwell-st., Clerkanwell. E-c<

COLONEL INGEESOLL'S LECTURE,

ABOUT THE HOLY BIBLE.

Price Sixpence.

London : R. Fordor, 28 Stonccuttor-streot, E.C.

THE ADULT.

A Journal forthe Advancement of Freedom, in Sexual Relation*'sv":)S

fing

(The organ of the Legitimation League.)

No. 1 Now Ready, Price 2d., contains sovoral interes
articles on Sex questions.  Of all Booksollers.
Just published, price 6d., by post 7d., 1ggb
ature thoughts on Christianity. u
Work of Professor F. W. Newman. «
London : Watts & Co., 17, Johnson’s-court, Fleet-street, 1

A DVEHTISEIt, aged 25, seeks EMPLOYMENT-
X A capacity. Quick writer, good at figures. Good r
Address, H. Silverstcin, 31 Fairbank-street, East-road, London,
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48 Pages, beautifully printed and elegantly
bound, price Sixpence,

THE

SIGN OF THE CROSS

A CANDID CRITICISM

MR. WILSON BARRETT'S PLAY

BY

G. W. FOOTE

Contents (—
A Pious Play
Blasphemous Abuse
Melodrama
“ Claudian”
Pagan and Christian Morality
Pagan and Christian Torture
Nero and His Vices
Faith and Filth
The Primitive Christians and the Roman Empire
Fabulous Persecutions
Paul at Rome
The Neronic Persecution
The Forged Passage in Tacitus: its History and
Probable Origin
Mr. Barrett's Cant
The Real Sign of the Cross

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Price One Shilling,

THEISM OR ATHEISM:

Which is the More Reasonable ?

A PUBLIC DEBATE

BETWEEN

Mp* w. T. LEE, Lecturer to tho Christian Evidence

Society,
M and
G- W. FOOTE, President of tho National Secular
p. Society.

in the Temperance Hall, Derby, May 15 and, 16, 1895.

CuAinMAN-J. W. PIPER, Editor of the Derby Daily
Telegraph.

REVISED BY BOTH DISPUTANTS.

London ; R. Fordor, 28 Stonecuttor-stroet, K.C.

Works by J. M. Wheeler.

~S~ApMcal Dictionary of Freethinkers of All Ages and
Rations, Containing tho Lives of over 1,600 Men and
'somen of Light and Leading. Itoduced to 5s.

~tateps of the Past. Essays on Human Evolution in
™ugioQ anj Custom. 3s.

B&e S dies Essays on Phallic Worship, Circumcision,
c Rites, Jewish Sacrifices, Taboos, Ordeals, Witch-
Prophets, Song of Solomon, Etc. Cloth illustrated,

Life and Writings of Voltaire. Is. paper; 2s. cloth,

pillar Songs and Freetliought Readings. Is.
2d.
2d.

j 6 Christian Doctrine of Hell.
j 7ail>Witchcraft, and the Bible.

of Religionists. 2d.

London: R. Fordor, 28 Stonccuttor-strcot, E.C.
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Superior edition, superfine paper, cloth, 2s., post free,

The Bible

Handbook

FOR FREETHINKERS & INQUIRING CHRISTIANS
BY

Or. W. FOOTE AND W. P. BALL.

Sold alto in teparate parts atfollows:—

1. —Bible Contradictions.
parallel columns. 4d.
2. —Bible Absurdities.

All the chief absurdities from

Genesis to Revelation, conveniently and strikingly arranged, with
appropriate headlines, giving the point of each absurdity in a

sentence. 4d.
3.—Bible Atrocities.
from Genesis to Revelation.

line for easy reference. 4d.

Containing all the godly wickedness

Each infamy has a separate head-

i.—Bible Immoralities, Indecencies, Obscenities, Broken
Promises, and Unfulfilled Prophecies. 4d.

T.onfdRE « T2 Fnrdp.r. 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Works by Colonel R. G. Ingorsoli.

Some Mistakes of Moses.
The only complete edition in
England. Accurate as Colenso,
and fascinating asa novel. 132 pp.
Is. Superior paper, cloth Is. 6d.

Defence of Feeethought.
A Five Hours’ Speech at the Trial
of C. B. Reynolds for Blasphemy.
6d.

The Gods. 6d.

The Holy Bible. 6d.

Reply to Gladstone. With
a Biography by J. M. Wheeler.
4d.

Rome oe Reason 1l A Reply

Last Words on Suicide. 2d

God and the State. 2d.

am |

W hy an Agnostic!
Part 1. 2d.

W hy am | an Agnostici
Part Il. 2d.

Faith and Fact. Reply to
Dr. Field. 2d

God and Man. Second reply
to Dr. Field. 2d.

The Dying Creed. 2d.

The Limits of Toleration

A Discussion with the Hon. F. D.
Ooudert and Gov. S. L. Woodford.
2d.

to Cardinal Manning. 4d. The Household of Faith.
Crimes against Criminals. 2d.

3d. Art and Morality. 2d.

ration on Walt W hitman. DO | Braspheme 2d.

3d. . . The Clergy and Common
Oration on Voltaire. 3d.

Sense. 2d.
Abraham Lincotn. 3d. . .

. . 2d Social Salvation. 2d.
Paine t-he Pioneer. " Marriage and Divorce. 2d.
H;m_anlté/dsDebt to Thomas Skulls. 2d.

aine. : The Great Mistake. Id.
Ernest Renan and Jesus Li T ) Id

OmusT. 2d. Mlve oplcs'\A/Ir : id
True Religion. 2d. yth and iracte, 1d.
The Three Philanthropists. Keal Blasphemy. Id.

2d. R epairing the ldols. Id.
Love the Redeemer. 2d. Christ and Miracles. |Id.
IS Suicide a Sin! 2d. Creeds & Spirituality. Id.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.
Vol. 1., cloth gilt, 216 pp., 2s. Gd., post free,
CRIMES OF CHRISTIANITY.
IDY

G. W. FOOTE and J. M. WHEELER.

Hundreds of exact Referenceo to Standard Authorities.

No pains spared

to make it a complete, trustworthy, final, unanswerable
Indictment of Christianity.

OnAPTEIts

1, Christ to Constantino; 2, Constantine to Hypatia ; 8,

Monkery; 4, Pious Forgeries; 6, Pious Frauds; 6, Rise of the Papacy;
1, Crimea of the Popes ; 8, Persecution of the Jews; 9, The Crusades.

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-strcot, E.C.

THOMAS PAINE'S WORKS.

The Rights of Man.

The Age of Reason.

Foote.

Complete Theological
Reason.) Cloth, 2s. 6d.

Is.

London :

Centenary edition.
Biography by J. M. Wheeler.

WorkB.

With a Political

Is.; bound in cloth, 2s.

New odition, with Preface by G. W.

(Including the Age of

R. Fordor, 28 Stonccuttor-stroot, E.C.

The contradictions are printed in
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" FLOWERS OF
By G. W. FOOTE.
Contests Old Nick—Fire 1! '—Sky Pilots—Devil Dodgers—Fight-

ing Spooks— Damned Sinners—Where is Hell?— Spurgeon and Hell—
Is Spurgeon in Heaven ?— God in Japan— Stanley on Providence— Gone
to God—Thank God—Judgment Day— Shelley’s Atheism—Long Faces
— Our Father—Wait Till You Die— Dead Theology— Hr. Gladstone on
Devils—Huxley’s Mistake— The Gospel of Freethought— On Ridicule—
Who are the Blasphemers ?— Christianity and Common Sense—The Lord
of Hosts— Consecrating the Colors— Christmas in Holloway Gaol—Who

FREE
OF
CHARGE.
No. 1
2 Pairs of High-class
Trousers.

Self measurement form for To measure for

trousers. 21s. Carriage Paid.

Name, Color, and Pattern
preferred. We have hun-
dreds of different designs.

Width round waist
Width round seat
Length outside leg
Length inside seam
Width round thigh
Width round knee
Width round bottom
Lined or unlined
Side or Cross Pockets

No. 3.
Lot 11.

1pair all-wool Blankets.
1 pair large Sheets.

1 beautiful Quilt.

1 Tablecloth.

Only 21s. Carriage Paid.
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FREETHOUGHT

First Series (cloth), 2s. 6d.

Killed Christ?—Did Jesus Ascend?—The Rising Son?—St. Pauls
Veracity—No Faith with Heretics—The Logic of Persecution—Luther
and the Devil—Bible English—Living by Faith—Victor Hugo—
Desecrating a Church—Walt Whitman—Tennyson and the Bible—
Christ's Old Coat—Christ's Coat, Number Two—Scotched, Not Slain—
God-Making—God and the Weather—Miracles—A Real Miracle—Jesus
on Women—Paul on Women—Mother’s Religion.

1 Copy of Flowers of Freethought and a receipt for the supply of the Truthseeker for twelve months
will be enclosed in each of the undermentioned parcels free of cost until the end of June, 1897.

No. 2.
4 Full Trouser All kinds of Ladies’
Lengths. and Gentlemen’s

cloths, or suits made

21s. Carnage Paid.
to measure.

This Parcel is well
worth £2 in the ordinary
way of business.

Patterns sent post free to
any address.

No. 4.

2 Dress Lengths. Agents wanted in
From any of the follow-
ing materials, and in any every town where
color :—Serges, Tweeds, not already repre-
Cashmeres, Shots, Diago- .
nals, Soleils, Corduroys, sented. Write  for
or Alpacas. terms of Agency.

Only 21s. Carriage Paid

J W. GOTT, 2 & 4 UNION STREET, BRAOFORD.

Price 2d., by post 2£d.; yearly subscription (including
Supplements), 2s. 8d.

THE LITERARY GUIDE:

A RATIONALIST REVIEW.

Devoted' mainly to Books and Publications which deal with
Beligion, Philosophy, Science, and Ethicsfrom a Rationalist
standpoint.

The June Number Contains

Dean Farrar's New Bible.

Mill and the Ethics of Naturalism.

Professor Karl Pearson’s Studies in Evolution.
Charitable Darwinism.

The Genius of the World : Dr. J. B. Crozior's Now Book.
The Froethought Valhalla.

Life Among the Aryans.

Psychological Conceptions and Ethical Problems.

A Christian Manual.

Random Jottings.

Our Library Shelves : Mr. John Morloy’s On Compromise.
Signs and Warnings (gleaned from the Religious Pross).
Rationalism in the Magazines.

London : Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’'s-court, Fleet-street, E.C.

Price 6d. paper, Is. cloth.

The Jewish Life of Christ.

SEPHER TOLDOTH JESHU.
WITH NOTES BY

G. W. FOOTE & J. M. WHEELER.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Just published, price Twopence,

Evolution & Christianity.

By C. COHEN.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Price Sixpence,

THE BIRTH OF CHRIST.

A CHAPTER FROM

Strauss’s Original “ Life of Jesus.”

WITH AN INTRODUCTION BY
G. W. FOOTE.

(A Most Thorough Analysis and Exposure of tho Gospel
Story by a Master Hand.)

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Price la.; bound in cloth, la. 6d. post free,

THE GRAND OLD BOOK-

A REPLY TO TEE GRAND OLD MAN.
BY

G. W. FOOTE.

An Exhaustive Answer to the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone3
“ Impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture.”

London: R. Forder, 28 Stonecutter-street, E.C.

Price Twopence,

Who Was the Father of Jesus?

G. W. FOOTE.

London : R. Forder, 28 Stonocutter-streot, E.C.

Printed and Pnbliibad by 9 . W. Foote, at 28 StonecntUr-stred-
London. R.O



